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| SOLO,M'ON’S Pr::ffi?i‘j;:-"?i;

For the Removal of the

'PESTILENCE

Enforcing the fame from 2 Con.
fideration of the Jate Dreadful
Judgement by FIRE,

Together with fome Perfwafions
elpecially Suftering Chriftians , toexercife
and matncain Faith and Patience , Courage

and Comfore, in this Dark and
Cloudy Day.

to all,

————,

By M. M.
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(1)
PEEPILPPISPLPPI b S PV PR P TS bt '

The Stationer to the Reader.

Courteous Reader |

Y He Dilcogrfe leing defigned ms an Appendix to Sofo=

mon’s Crefcription , ongbt indeed tobe joyned with it
["' af many :Jf them qare j' nf‘r.:' ﬁﬂf 4 f.’-ﬁ'rﬂf in :i‘e ﬁ‘i‘{_{-:_fﬂ?.?fﬂnff f‘si'z.-'-
ing a dependance Hpom 5 Aand connetlion with the conclufion of
that = Bt yer for the eafe of thofe who had bouohe of the former
( whereof [ome have been beretofore difperft )" 7 was willing to
Trint fome of thefe fingle.  And this Advertifement was
thosght fit to Le given partly that none might wonder at the
akfence of a Prefatory Lpistle , but chiefly 1o take ff from the
_,f:r:mif{ g al r-_i‘;m{f J .:J_f" the | !‘ﬁfﬂﬁf ng, and -5.‘? ﬁ-mr other P%ﬁg::
kerein, which have a reference'to tha fore-mentioned Trep-

tife; asithey mho bave it in theiy bands may eafily difcern.

APPQ§D1X~

SOLOMON’S PRESCRIPTION

For the Removal of the

FESTILE N CE.

Hus indeed have the Paing and Miferies of
blefled Saints thar have {eft this life, expired
together with thejr dying groans, whil’(t we

poor Sinners thae are [eft behinde, have re-

arther Calamigies

A 2 which




(2)
which the Juftice of God brings upon thofe that contemn
and flighe fuch expreflions of it, asweredefign'd for
their Infrution and Reformation: And that moft fig-
nal expreffion of contembed 2ad incenfed Juflice, which
hach lately put us inco an altont{hment ,” out of Wwhich we
ave (carce yvet recovered; doth methinks ftirongly invite
tne co atezmpe_fome kinde of improvemsant of it, 10 pro=
{ecucion of che defign which I aim’d acin che foregoing
Diicour(e : The occalion whereof was che confideracion
of the heavy Judgement of the Plague then upon us,
and an hearcy defirechat it mighr arratn fome grmd effe&
amongftus 3 and che bulinels of ic is, to reprefent the

Sins we have been Plagu’d for , andto perfwade a re-
formation from them , which the hand of God then
{trecchr out againftus did o loudly call for. And fince
it hath pleafed the Divine Majefty to follow that firoak,
even whil'(t it was yet upon ouf Loyns, with this fecond
ficele lefs tereible, it will not | prefume be impertinent ,
by wayof Appendix co chis fatcer Edidion, aciecalt to
make fo much ufe of chis fad providence as thence
fareher to evidence , That Sins, even [uch as 1 have Lee

fore amensioned , are the true canfes of onr Miferies.y and

¥ i g ] . ]

Lence (0 enforee My Exportation to pst awdy fr?‘i.rii;‘ argon gﬂ' Hi
- - - i

ehife Sins: for the performance of which Duty, weare:
furaifhe with anosher fo freng but fad an Argument
Andchough I may be almoft indefpatr of doing any good
heteby, which thall be publickand vifible, yet 1f I mighe
bug prevent the final ruineof any fingle Soul , 1 fhall
he far from reckoning my labour foft s Wichall I would
hope to do fomething cowards the vindicadion of Divine
Juftice, in thefe feemingly fevere difpenfations s andto
the quickaing and comforcing the hearts of his {uffering

people,
I take it for granted that the Reader is not fo deftitute
¢fboth Reifon and Religion, asto queftion whﬂghﬂ |
chare
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ghere be 2 God that rulesinthe World, or whether he
bee Omnilcient and Almighcy, withour whofe cogni-
zance and concurrence no Creatures can move, withour
whofe forefishe and permiffion no event can befall :
And therefore I hope there’s no need chat I (hould con-
cern my f{elf with the original of thefe flames, and endea-
vour to manifelt that they were kindled by no humane
means, before the finger of God fhall be acknowledsed
therein. Since weeknow that God ordinarily makes
ufe of fecond caules for the execurion of his plealure ;
which whil’@® they execure, there’s no npecelficy that
they (hould diftin&ly underftand what they are doing ,
and frame defligns correfpondent to thofe, which by his
over-ruling power they accomplifh : Though Felwwas
moft incent upon his own advancement, to which the
ruine of e4hab’s family was {ubfervient; yer God by
him fulfill’d ehe chrearings denounc’t acainfihar Fami-
ly. Whil'k che Affyrian King was glutting his cruelty ,
and enlarging his Dominions by the conqueft of the //-
raelites , hee was 2 Sword in Gods hand to accomplifh
his pleafure on Mount Zjon, And the diffzrence of their
incention frem Gods , doth no more hinder cheir being

Inftrumencs for the performance of his richteous Will |

than his turning their aionsto his own ends, leflens the
wickednefs of cheir jntentions. Even Fudas and the
Jews fulfil’d the de:erminate counfel of God.  Moreaver
that he who hath all Creagures ac his beck , even the
moit bruitifh and inanimate, which depend upon him
for their Being, Morion, and feveral a&tivities , did not
either prevent, or check what he faw without his inrer-
pofure would produce fuch and fuch fad eff&s . dorh

_p!ainly {peak thac ic was his pleafure they (hould bee

produc’c. eArthe watchman wakes bt in vain y exeen
the Lord keep the City; (o, if hes do keepit, 2l ace

tempts made 2gainfl it (hall beein vain,  How often

I i nave
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have we had experience of a warchful Providence pres
ferving us from, or foon Ropping the mifchiefs of this
nature , which either Treachery or Carelefnefs were
b:inging uponus. Thofe defigns which have been'con-
trived with as malicious a {ubtlery as Hell and the Con-
clave in conjunétion were Mafters of , have been difco-
vered and frufirated ; witnefs that our deliverance frem
the Popifhi Powder-ploc, whichwe yearly Commemo-
rate, and fhall never furély forgec whil’fl the Reforma-
ton keEps footing in England.  And how often have we
been Alarum’d wuhtha cry of Fire, which hath been
extingui'hed bzfore we could well know where it was,
But when once we have fin'd our felves out of Gods tui-
tion, how opendo wee lye to all affaules? Being ex-
pos 'dto that wrath, whereof all creatures are ready o be
obedient infiruments, and which none may or can refiff,
Andalas ! how plainly did God appear againft us in this
dreadful inftance of his difpleafure ? Thnn”h he did not
Indeed imniediacely rain Firé from Heaven upon us, yer
l"n: was fuch a coneurrence of circumitances ro make
it fo long unquenchable and raging, asmay aBL.ndame
convince us , thacitwas underthe command and oQi-
dance of an higher, even an uncontroleable powet.
May wee not bee allow’d to Fay, thac it was bléwn up,
and keprin vigoureven by the breath of the Lord, if the
winds may h, fo fiil’d : upon the wings whereof chefe
Flames b..!ng; mounted , rode as ina Charior 4 triime-
phing along tlie Streets,, ldughing at Engines, bafling
'ﬂ'r and Induft: y, mafiring and overcoming all oppoliti=
nts that were madﬁ'arnnli tiem : in chree or fout daies
tpace dellroying the Works of many hundred Years, and

the Wealth nnd Labours of many rhoufand Iﬂhﬂhl[ﬂﬂﬁ
1d yer char it thould ftop where and whenit did is almolt
as much a wonder as thatic hould be opt no fooner :
ind botiare fo firangeé, arglinga motre than ordinary
plo-

T,
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providence, that we may reafonably infer , that he who
faid rothe proud flame, Zou/ball come nofarther , did ale
fofayto Lhcm, Hitherto fhall yomcome. Sothat we may
fitly allude to that of the Prophet, ' /fa. 65. 15, The
Lord 15 come with Fire , and with bes Chariots like a whirle-
wind, torender bis anger with fury , and his rebukes with

“flames of Fire,

And 1f be granted thac it was the Lord who broughe
this evil upon tihe City , it will not then I hope be quefti-
oned but he hath juftly done ir; with none I am fure buc
wich Acheilts will ic be queftioned : For he who denies
Gods Juftice , dothineffe&t deny him tobe God; that
15, 2 Beinginfinicely perfe®, Moreover, fuchis Gods
gracious and merciful nature, that we may be affured
he 1s not delighted in his Creatures fufferings, which
be never inflicts but for fome jult and weighty caufe; yea,
I may (ay,which they fcarce everundergo, but when they
foolifhly and wilfully pluck them upon their own heads,
Strange it is that Man, to whom Self-love is a natural
and infeparable property, (hould contrive his own ruine :
or if you fayicis noc ruine that he purpofely contrives,
yet as ftrange icfeems , thac hee whois endowed wich
Reafon, whereby he is capable of knowing the narure,
and arrending toche confequences of things, fhould fo
greedily embrace the caufe, and will not be driven from
e, whil’ft he hatesthe effe&t, and would fain avoid ic.
But as (trange as this feems , and as grear a blemifh ag

b it lates upon humane nature, yer moft true itis, and too

ftrongly confirmed by daily {ad experience. Fain would
men [eparate what the unilrerabie Law of the Creacor
hath joyned togecher; Sin and Mifery : and though they
know,or mayknow chat they cannot have one withour che
other, yet will chey venture upon whae they love,though
cereainly attended with that which they cannor endure;

L and fomolt jultly, Theyeathe fruir of their opn way, and

A 4 ars




5
are fril'd'with their own &'.:’E'ff(f.f. Thus i¢ is" in the prefent
cale; wich eagernefs and delighc have we procur'd ¢
our (elves thofe evils which wee bitterly lament, Wee
that ran {o earneltly to quench our burning houfes, wich
our own hands fec them on fire. . Wethar are nowin
(operplext and deflituce 2 condition ,  have even wilful-
ly plung’dour felves into thefe difficulcies: for inthe
feccled courle of Gods gavernment of the worldy chere i
asgreat ‘2 connexion betwixt {in unrepented of, and
fore judgements, eitherin thislife or the nexe, ashes
twixe throwing Granado’s into an houfe , and its being
thereby burn’c to the ground, Yet miftake me not, as
if Ithought thac they who fuffer moft dre che greaceflt
finners, and that the City was fo much more wicked than
the Councry, as its fufterings are greater: But only
this I dare fafely fay, charSinisthe grear Incendiary
cfourLand, the Traytor and Deftroyer thac hach done
us fo much miflchief, evenche fins of all, and cherefore
hatha Judgement befaln us, wherein chere are few bit
are concern’d, etcher for chemfelves orrelacions , orac
Jeaftwife,as members of that Commonalty which fuffers
{ogreatly : 4ndthofe particular perfons upon whomit
hach faln heavieft , thoughchere may be many thar have
defervedasill, who perhaps fare better chan they, yet
have they no reafonto think that they have far'd worfe
thanthey defervid.  God himfelf direéts usin our en-
quiries afcer che caule of fuch calamities, Dest. 29. 22,
33, 245 25. When any {hould ask whythe Land was
made like Sedum: and Gomorrah | Brimftone, Saltand
Burning, the anfwer was to be returned , beciufe they
had forfook the Covenantof the Lord God of cheir Fa-
thers. Tnis Apoftacy from God , 1sthe ufual caule of
the detrudion of Kingdomes.  So/fa. 42.24. Whogave
Jacob for afpoil y and 1Mracl to the robbers ? Did not the
Lord § he againft-whom we have finned 2 for they would mot

wilk,
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L walk in bis waies y neither were they dledient unto his Law’:
 wherefore we may well fay , 7hss evil s of our felves, our
onn doings have procured all thefe things ro ms,
. If now you askmee ;, Whar doings ? what fins chofe
‘are which have provoke God thus fpeedily to repeat his
"thhts? I anfwer, Theyare even fuch as I have before
E’madc 4 rebearfal of, .and which I fhall not now particy»
larly enlarge upon 5 but efpecially our continuance in’,
and revolungrothefe fing, asic were in defpice of chofe
iremarkable Jndgements , which have been employ’d to
turn usfrom them, The Pride and Coveronfnefs, the
*Whoredomes and Drunkennefs , which have abounded
E‘-L:mnngﬂ us ;- our cruel Ammofities and Divifions, Un-
f.\charitabltners and Oppreflion, Contempt of God and
8Godlinefs, prophanaticn of Lords-daies , and negle&
of his Ordinances and Worfhip ; fuch aschefe are the
Mtloings which have broughe our ‘miferies upon us, But
Wbichis the grand aggravation of all; After we had been
ricken for chefe fins, were we prieved and reformed »
aysrather have we not revolted more and more? Did
&in our fflillion acknowledge our offence , and [eck the face
God 2 Did we return to bim thet had torn, that be mighe
_ fﬂfl Hd'; Lo a‘f}f!ﬂ ?.‘,E'-'.-;i!‘ i‘s’.'ff.f-mj:i'fh’j .r,ij".:;,:f Jr_‘.lf mff.lr}r f:f.iifﬂrf 8 ;;P @
Or rather,were we not like Terafalem of whomGod com-
Mains, Zeph. 3. That beingfilthy, pollutedyand an oppreffing
it)y [keoleyed not the voice, nor received correlion , ;’.E:’ﬂrg
Jufty they knew nofbame ;  and therefire hee made theis
treets waffe that none peff by y their Citigs were deffroyed
lere ywas no Inbabitant. |

Were not the fearswe before mentioned of 2 returs
of all kinde of impiety, too prophetical ? Where alas |
ould there be any thing feen amongft us, afrerthe hea-
ftroak of the Plague was fomewhat liohtned , that de-
ttved tobe call’d a Reformation? How few were put

Lo
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to 2 Rand thereby , and brought to confider and amend
their waies? Though they faw their neighbours and
friends cut off before chem, yerdid they nor il hold
on intheir former carelefs and prophane courfe? Whae
confiderable notice was there taken of the hand of God
Did not the moft who ou-1iv’d the Plague , (hew thag
their {ins out-liv’d it oo ? did they not fall in agaig
with the very fame violence and unconlcionable eager-
nefs they were wont, tothe purfuing of ctheir worldly
defigns ? Asifcheir greatef trouble was 5 that they had
been (o long incerrupred incheir gainful crading: andics
well if che rrade of finning was even that while intertup-
ted. Orif there were fome,who by the apprehenfionsof
approaching deach, were frighred out of fome groffer
fins, andinco good purpofes; yetrdidthey net foon re-
eurn to their old benc, like (ireams; whofe courfe hath
been for a while damm’dup? Many, itis to befear'd,
who in their trouble foughe God , prefently forgate him
whenchat was remsved ; andforgor the promifes they
made tohim, of newnels of life and becter obedience,
in cafe they thou!d be recovered and preferved.  Bugbes
canie ganearals affe& not {6 much;ler me put it to thy own
Confcience, Reader, for thy particular, what influence
the lace Vificacion had upon thee, forthe changing and
bereering thy heart and life ? Did icbring chee to refledt
upon thy felf, and{earch ouc whac was the plague of ey
heart ? what luft thou had@® harbeured ? what ducy thou
had@ negle@zd ? whereby chou hadt contribured to the
increafing and haftning of Gods indignation. And didf
thou thereupon proceed o che humbling of thy foulbes
fore God for thy tranfgreffion , and to the reforming ot
thy life? [finde=d thou hait donsthus, and (halc hold
on {o doing, its happy for thee: butexamine well whee
charthou are not il the fame man thac ever chou walty

asproud and worldly , as flochful and (gnfual as evers
an
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id 2s much a Rranger to God, and Chrift, and heaven] y

vl

ungsasever. Whether icbe chus wich thee or not, T
mnotiay, Ileavethat co God and thy own Confci-

¥

Hce to judge: Buc I chink withouc breach of charity
imay fay , “tis thus withthe moft. The Rod hath lefc
hem as bad as ic found chem, and therefore indeed
morfe : Now do buc confider it impartially, whether
this be not marrer of high provocation to the Divine
EMajelty, to fee himfelf and his providences thus {leighe-
ied by heedlefs refolute finnars,  For fure we mult needs
“‘ thac ic is for fomeend, thac he who is wife and

i80od Taies (ufferings upon a people; and he expeds they
ihould improve them to thisend ; and takes exa&t no-
jtice whether they do fo or not.  No doubr therefore but
e expedted an improvement of our late heavy Vifiration,

o

iand did obferve onr behaviour in and after that time.,
* He that looks down from his heavenly Throne upon all
sthe dwellerson earch, hath beheld our fenflefmefs and
Mtupidicy , how light wee have made of the Tokens of
pais difpleafure; our hypocrifie and impudence, how we
shave kept our Fafts, and our Sins tocether; he hach feen
thow recardlels we have been of the defign of chis Dil-
peniation, as ific was no Call co the Inhabicancs of the
fLand, toreturnto God from whom they had back{lid-
ien, but racher chat it came by charice, or however s
Was ne more confiderable than other Difeafes are ; and
iaccordingly we have been little more concerned , eXcept
in fudying how to keep our felvesout of danger ; little
__hmking_nF betaking our {elves to God, ro gec our peace
made with him, norwell concelving of any grear advan-
£3ge tobe hadthereby. Tsthis indeed 2 rrue CharaQer
of our demeanour, and could we think the Grear God
Wwould brook fuch infufferable contempt > When Fathers
ave taken the Rod inhand 5. do they ufe tolay ic down

fore the Childes Rubbornnefs he conquered ? Often
may
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may we finde 1n the fRory of Princes, that they will rg.
ther connive at fome affronts from their Subjeds, of
Neighbours , thdn atcempt 2 redre(s or punin:'m’gnt
which chey fear chem(elves unable co accomplifh ; bucif |
once this dctempe be mide, they look upon themfelves |
engaged in honour and policy to profecuteit, lealtby the |
falour thetr weaknefsbe difcovered , cheir authoricy eme
pait'd, and che offendors more confirmad in theirinfo-
tencies. How would Pharsab haye criumphed, if after
a judgement or two , Aofes had cealt his(aic, and fefe
the I[raelites In his hand: be would even have rakenhim-
felf too hard for that God who demanded chem thence, 1€ ¥
chen the Almighcy hath purpoft to teform this Nation
or toot it up, dowe think he will give us off before this ™
pucpofe be accomplifhc? Ashehath before given pre-
ceptupon preczpr, and with greac patience waited foe !
the fruic thereof, [o he may now juflly fend Judzement
afrer Judgement, andif one bee {lighted, follow it with
another, till bis. ends are broughr to pafs,  This is no
more than whar he hath often chreatned to the Obftinaze,
Leviticus 26. Fer. 30.23, 24. Behold the whirlewind
she Lord g-ﬁf:}rﬂ forth with fary, a continuing whirlewing:
ir fball fall with pain upon the bead of the wicked. The
ferce anger of the Lord [ball nor return until bee barh done it 38
and till hee bath performed the intents of his bearc , in thelai-
ter daies ye [ball confider it.

Bucbefore I cotclude chedifcovery of the probable
canfes of this our late (uffering, I cannot buc point acthe
continuince of that mifcarriage which I formerly mens
vioned, and manifefted to have {o grear an influences
A PrDCUfiﬂ?‘ our mi{}:ri;:-:gﬂ_. ngmgly . The ﬂ'il{:fﬂ?irliﬂg and
reffraining [0 many faitnfal < Ministers of Chrilé fr.ﬂfﬂ
doing what they might , toward the prcz--:mﬂ:'uﬁr{ and ft"_',{ cming
of F?‘er-ai?_:"ﬁ‘:’{ Sins , and the advancement of that G;Jrfuﬁr“ﬁ_f:
ohich isthe welfars and effablifbment of 4 Kingdomse. The

grnﬂﬂd
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l ground I go upon in “afferung chis te be a principal caule
& of our Calamities, are wich mee unqueftionable; and
% will be 1 chink with any one elfe, who will firlt bur grane,
W thac che overflowing of wickednefs brings ruine upon
k a Nation; and chenwill foberly confult his own rea-
b‘;hﬁ:.u » whether the reftraine of many fuch who would
}a’l‘]makc it their very bufinefs to oppofe the growth and
% fpreading of fin, is noc the ready way tocaule it over-
bﬁg flow? andlaftly will buc attend to his own experience,
[*f whether chis hath not been (andischerefore like to bee
& flill ) che effe& of the removal of the late Minifters
:”.i from their employments , and of denying admiffion o
F’hil:ll other, who cannot accept of the hard conditions
& which are tendred them. This, as I yer conceive, I
i have made beyond all contradiftion evident inthe for-
g mer difcourfe, psg. 8o. and forward, WNorcan I devife
fi8 what can bee alledg’d to weaken chat evidence. Is je
Mtnor moft certain that there are many fuch mean places
Tﬁ'giﬂ the Countries , as are alcogether deflicute of Preach=
wieers, which they, who wich all their Souls would accepe
athem, are abfolutely forbidden to fupply ? And is ir
g mot almoft impoffible but they thould be ignorant , whe
Luthave no Teacher, and ungodly,who areignorant ? Again,
18 there any thing of 2 flander in what 1 have there faid ,
~#Thac there are many places furnifhc only with men ucrerly
"Snlufficient and unfic for the Miniftry , being eicher in-
Jtollerably negligent or ignorant , orof loofe and vi-
"cious Lives? To hear of this may bee unpleafant to
fithole thar caufeic, bucif icbeetrue, isic not likely
#itobee much more difpleafing to God to behold it ?
M Have there not been multitudes refor’d to the Mi-
e niltry, who were once caftforth for the notorious fcan-
M daloulnefle of their Converfation ? And though chey
#epretend , ICs liker, that Loyalty was their onely
Crime , yet doth not the continuance of their loofe-

ﬂ' 4 nels
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(12) y
ne(s , as much juftifie their former ejedticn, ascop-
demn cheir re@icucion? Amongft che many hundreds
thac have been excluded for Non-conformiry , where
are there ten, may I not fayone, thus proceeded againg ||
for Prophanenefs 2 *Tis lawful I hope to mention thefe 1
things which almo every body fees and talks of ! Even
thofe who are not ac all defirous to fpy blemiihes i’
the Church of England, as they love tofpeak, norany |
corruption in her Adminifirations; cannor but con‘efs |
this io bee 2 moft grievous one , loudly calling for 2
Reformation.  And is it a faulc to fpeak the fenfe of
fuch who are freeft from pariality and prejudice ? If
then o many Shepherds are fec over the Flocks, who ars
cither carelefs of them, or are themflelves dangercufly
fick of thofe Difeafes chey ought to cure , what’s like to
becoms of the Shezp? and whac’s the ground of all this'}
mifchief, but the feclufion of fo many Pious and Cons+’
fciencious men from the Miniftry | which harh made 2
kinde of neceflity of admitting fich unfic perfons theres
neo to (upply their rooms, or of leaving {uch va<
cancies asmight roo much fhame the Auchors.  Thisl :
am confident , is the chief ground , togsecher with thac |
zeal m thofe who prefide over thefe affairs for ‘the o
{trengehning of their own caule , which makes them dif=
penfe very much to fuch as are qualified with a full Con-
formity, which is feldome wanting in them who have
licele elfe ro recommend them. Now what courfe could
bee raken thac was like to do more to the encreafe of o
wickednefs than chis, namely, to chruft into corners fuch |
who improv'd their urmoft abilities ro counrer-workic
and inftead of them, to-admic fuch into the Pulpic, whofe
pradtifes ac leaft were Patrons and Promoters of it ?* Let
me not be choughe guiley of fo much immodzfly or pre=
judice , asto fay they are all fuch, Thave before pre= |
vented tharmiftake 5 but | think he way juftly be afguf-tg |
of
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whae new crimes, todeferve fuch punithments , they |
were guily of, weare yecto learn; excepeehis was nng,.l'
That, through the providence of God , and the charicy 6f
his people, they were not ftarv'd to ‘death, orintoa
compliance fomeching worfe. I am almoft afraid of
sing offanfive, whil'ft Ido but nakedly relate chis ter=
rible dealing with fach, for many of whom | dare confis"
dently fay, their Innocence 1s a5 great as their Suffera:
ings; the very rehearfal chereof feems (o firange ; ‘efpe~
cially if we confider chac doleful circumftance of time
wherein ic was fet on foot. Whil’(t we were all fmareg=
ing , among(t other fins, for our unchriftian divifions
even then inltead of healing our Breaches, and the Land
ac onc=, were {oms preparing [albes for their Bretoren
who (hould furvive; chat if chey were lefc on earth, they
might not have a comfortable 2nd quiet habitation i
it, fofaras they could hinder ic. = Didchey, whom wes
may reafonably fuppofe che chief promoters of thisde-
fion, imagine, thatthey had offended by roo great gen=
rlena(s , and cherefore mut expiate that faule by this™
fevericy» Alas, they neednot have fear’d ic! Or'did
they indeed rake thefe cheir Brethren to be the Pefts
and Plague-fores of the Nadon, by purging of whom
from Towns and Cities , they choughe to atone’ Heaven
and purge thelLand? They fhould noc methinks befo
uncharicable.  Buryer wee finde the be@d of men have
been as heavily cenfured. The Apofiles chemfelves
were taken to be the meomaditouoifee T wdsps, 1 Cor,4e
13. fuch kinde of vile petfons as were commonly pitche
upon for the luftracion of cheir Cltiﬂ‘ﬁ, in times of greac
Calamicy, Andas their cenfure, fo their condicion
was nor much unlike; for wee finde, ». 11. They hadno

certaindwellin g l[;_?.;'s’g‘..

[

May we not by theway , lawfully take notice of ‘the
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mercifulne(s and wifdome of that Providence, which
turn'd
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eurn’d what was meanc for his (ervancs harth | into cheir
good, even their temporal good; by fomething an harfh,
bucic feems 2 friendly voice , callingco them o goto
Pellabefore Ferufalem was defiroy’d. It mighe feem 2

- peice of violence which the Angels offered to lingring
Lot, when they laid hands on him to bring him away
Gen.19.16. Bucif hehad ac firlt choughe fo, ic was Bue
avery liccle while before he had {ufficient eround to ac-
knowledge ; whac we read inthe fame verfe, Thar she
Lord being mereiful tohim, brought him forth y “and [et him
without the Ciry, - Who would not infuch 2 dark and mu-
table world as'this , give up himfelf wichout repining to
the condu of thac Providence , which incends our cood

L by chole very waies which féems mof¥ to cotcradi@ ic ,
| and ‘Wwhich Wil fafely lead us through' all the various
I Sloomy ‘turns of Life, and at lengeh accomplifh che
| “juftdefires of all thofe who fincerely ferve, and incirely
| fefignup rhemfelves roir, When as they who are en-
| gag’din any work, which is ‘contrary to his Will who
| rulesche Werld | will finde themfelves bafled and o-
vercome even when they think they {ucceed and prevail,’
L Ob'how miferably do we often find the Wife men of the’
| World infaciated in their policies, whil’ft chey pull down
ithe Walls to fecure the City. When the Pharifees
conceiv'dor pretended 2 fear , thac if Chrift thould bee
et alone and gacher (o many followers afterhim, the
 Romans (asimagining, ic’slike, that they defign’d a re-
| bellioh ) would come upon them and cake away cheir
¢ Narion ; the courfe they took to prevent this danger ,
by confpiring againft the life of our bleffed Lotd, prov-
ed ameans of bringing upod them thofe Romans which
they fear'd , and by them' defrugtion to their’ City
| and Nation. The Sudomises | to whom the precife life
 and galling reproofs of Lot were as much 1 vexation g
tthﬂr wickedne(s was co Igsrigh:eous Soul, who were

e€xtreame
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extremely impatient that an Upftare and Scranger fhould
take fo much upon him, fax'd never the better for having
thisthorn plqu

their contemprof ic , wich. cheir other impleties, were
moft prejudicial to them. Never yei did Town ar Ciry
jﬁ.’re ﬁu?‘ﬁ" fu?‘ an holy praying Fas'ﬂ‘i-fe : Swearing, and Cu:—
fing, and Conventicles of Good-fellow(hip., and Pro-
phanenef(s . are/like enoughto bring mifchicf upon che
places where they are pra&is'd , bur humble fervent
prayer, be ir;in publick, or in private 5 1 3 Synagogue, of
in an #pper Rowmy never did nor will do. 5 bue jracher the

reftraining of prayer before God may probably.do it. If

Azron and Hur (hould havelaid fones upon Aofes his

tout of chelr fide; and had ac leneth
reafon to be convinc’t, thac not his Neighbourhood, bug:

LA RS S —
a .

hands, to weigh them down, inftead of {upporcingchem, =

no wonder if the hands. of. their. Warriours had.-been

weakned, and.eZmalek had prevailed : Orif 5 whemhes

flood in the . Gap.to interceds for. che Jfraelices 5 they s

fhould have plucke him out:of it 5 no wonder. if; wrath®
had {oon overwhelm’d them. -Had they gone about to™=
prohibit,ior any way reftrain the offering up the Incenfe =

of prayerto Ged, it had been buc juft and nacuralthat
ne (honld have madethe (moke of -his fury and.cheir or=
qencs to afcend.

Need I mention it to any knowing Englifhman. what

a kind of Mourning Garb our-Natien hach larely wores =

and in what a diiconfolate pofture (he hath face? A
Nation {o gladded. by the Reftauration of her/Rightful
Magiftrace, ourdread Soveraign, and equally fadned by

the removal of a faichful Miniftry; than which fearce |

any thing could have been devis'd more to the grieving
and even breaking the hearts of fuch, to whom-the in=
cerefts of cheir fouls are dearecthan all worldly things.

Aind fuch, though they may not be the richeft norithe -
ergarell, yetwichout queftion chey are the beft pare of 5

any
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| any Kingdome where they dwell. But yet I muft confefs,
it ‘T bave met with very few comparatively, of whac fpiric
o or inclinacion foever, that have feem’d pleas’d with chefe
W tranfa&ions , buc acknowledge that gendenefs and bro -
i Ehcrly forbearance had béen more futtable to the nacure
W ©f that Chriftian Peofeffion which we al own, and more
¢ 2dvantageons to'ics intéref, which we 1] pretend co de-
o DBgn. Uhdoubredly then the bleffed God , who hath a
¢ quicker and more cender fenfe of his ewn glory and the
& concemns of hisfervanes  than the moft holy and com-~
& Paffionate man on earch can have, is nor well pleas’dro
W deholdthe viclence and har(hnefs with which they are
% Follow’d , though ic may be under precence of doimg bins
@ Jervice. Though theythat hace cheir Brethren , and cqff
W “them foreh, may [ay 5 Letthe Lord be glerified , yet they
W thall be neverchelels afhamed of this hatred, chis expre(=
r_,-iﬁun of it, and the pretences wherewith they varnifh ity
Wt When the Lord himfelf (hall appear for the vindication
) ' thofe who for his Names {ake were contemn=

h fed. And although that greac day of difcover-

@ 1og truch and doing Juttice be yer ro come, when all Vi-

i 2ors thall be plucke off from perfonsand chings, fuch thar
Fhow render Vices Honourable, and Virtues Criminous
4 as the profperous pleafe to vore them , and when'all be-
Wing manifefted to be whar they are, thall be creaced ag
they deferve yet even before thag day, there are now
tmany rimes fuch Arok 1n thac Providence which orderg
goumane affairs, as co¥careful beholder may fomewhac
sdifcover what thofe rules are by which God is pleafed or«
tidinarily ro proceed in his Adminiftrations. And fuch E(z
iHayes and expreffions of Juftice there are mingled wich
BMercy, as may ferve to bring the 1gnorant and fecure to
Beonfider cheir Wayes , and co reclaim the confiderate..
#And have not Gods Difpen(ations rowards us been f{uch
fas (pzak himto have 2 Controverfie with us » Have we

B2 ‘not
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not found that it is an eafier thingto filence his Minj-
fers than bis Judgements ? Every mans own. {enfe is
belt able to inform him whatour fouri(hing and profpe-
ricy hath been fince chac time. Scarce 4 fenfible Chriffi- =
an bue to his grief obferves how lamentably the incereft
of Religion hach declined, and fcarce any carnalman fo
fenflels but complains thac our worldly profpesity hath |
done fo. Cereainly chat all -feeing God , who isa lover
of Holinefs , will not be mocke with appearances and |
glorious pretences, *Tis not the flourifhes of Order, De-*
cency and Uniformity, that will be accepted infiead of
down-right Godlinefs, and true Charity and Unity. Toe
reform 2 Church, and raife ic out of its ruines, implies"
fomething more than either to repar and beautifie tare=
ly Edifices, though Confecrated ones; ot to give a lictles
fplendor to esternal fervice, and feduce fome petty cir=
cumfances of worfhip whic i
much fenfe to fay , thache recover'da mantolife s |
inftead of a plain Coat put himon 2 gaudy one , which
perhaps may not be {o ferviceable neither. Nox 18 thedf
welfare and glory of a Church to be meafured by the
wealth, pomp and power of its (Governours ( for then §
we know who would carry 1t from all Competitors) bat ¥
by its atrainment of thofe ends for which ic was inftitu=
red - We ufle not to count thac the beft Flock which 1§
difeas’d and fcabbed, though the Shepherds may be richy
and ac eafe ; nor is that Hofpical in the beft order, whofe {
Governours and Pbyficians havlte greareft Revenues g
and liberty to do what they 1ift , whilk the ick and
wounded are negleted, and perith , buc that wheteil
thefe are moft carefully looke to, and befd healed: And
that’s che beft School where the Mallers are moft able
and painful 5 and the Scholars make the beft progrels in
Jearning and good manners , not that wherethe Mafters
are befi paid, and do leaft, though fuch as thefe :re.ﬁh 3

ltke=
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fikelie@ to ge their filly Scholats fove, Plainly then,
the bleffled Redeemer of Mankind , the Founder and
Law-giver of the Chriftian Church , hath appointed it
t6 b= as 2 School, wherein Believers by the teachingsof
his Spiric, Word and Minifters, areto be trained up into
a fienels for the hich and heavenly glory ; as an Hofpital
wherein laplt fouls are to bz heal’d of the difeales con-
cradted by the fall , chat they may be made meer for the
prefent fervice and futare enjoyment of God : where-
fore we mult needs conclude,thac’s the happteft and moft
glorious Church, whare chele defigns are moft faichfully
regarded and fuccefsfully carried on, even where (in and
wickednefs is moft vigoroufly fet againft, difcouraged and
fuppreft , and ail real goodnefs 15 moft promoted and
farthelt fpread ; where the feveral members are dili-
gently inftru&ed, and carefully looke afcer, {o thatthey
grow in found knowledge, fath, humilicy, zeal, and eve-
ry other grace , and live rogether 1n mutual peace, fove
and righteoulnefs; adorning the Gofpely and glorifying
their heavenly Facher by fuch fruitful, beauciful conver-
P farions, Bur where-ever thefethings are lefs regarded,
I lecchere bz never fo much empry noife of Order and Set-
tlement upon fure and ancienc foundarions, of a flourtth-
ing Clergy, and excellenc Confticutions , becaufe per-
haps chey all read over the fame prayer, or wear their
Coats all of a colour ; yer whilt 1 believe the Gofpel,
which cells usthe nature and ends of chis holy Sociery,
I (hall never believe that to be the beft ordered Church
which falls fo va@S@éhore thereof , even cthac where the
Life and Power of"Relicion apparently decayes, and ig-
norance, lukewarmnefs, and prophanenefs live, thrive,
and over-run the members. 1chink its far bercer co fee
the Phyfitizns in times of great ficknefs bufily running
to refcue the difeafed from the jaws of deach, though
perhaps not with (0 much formalicy and orderlinefs 2s

B3 might
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might at another time feem requifice, than to Have them
take (tate upon them, and bufie themfelves in devifing
and prefcribing Orders about their Adminifiracions thac, |
make more for their own intere, or at lea@ for (he hu-
mor of fome of them, than for the good of their Pae
vents; efpecially if they (hould proceed to make it 2
Crime for thole thac may be as skilful and faichful as
rh:mi’e[m:s, to endeavour che {aving of their Neighbors
lives, exceprin every pun&ilio they comply wich cheir
humors. ‘Buc todo thusin matrers thac concern the ever«
lafting life and deach of immortal (ouls, ig {uch a plece
of bold felfithnefls and unchariablenels, as will fcarce 4
be well taken by him who died for them. And whether,
thert have not been fuch limitacions and reftraings [aid
upon manywhole bufinefs and office it was to overjee
fouls , and thereby fuch injury done to their precious
llhafglﬁ', lec any unbyaft Reader, who knows how afairs
ftand amongft us, determine 5 as allo s 1f 1t be {0, whe=
ther fuch a&ions mpft not needs rend much to the provo=
cationand dithonor of God, being publickly owned and;
i“ﬁ?ﬁed, and the whole Nation involved in the Guil, fo, 4
far as it can concur to a fingle a&ion; and whether.
therefore the redrefs of. this may not reafonably be ¥
thoughr one grand Admonition of the feveral calamities
which have of late like waves com’n riding one upon the
neck of another. =

And now at length, whar as to this parcicular (hall be .
the fruit of chefe flameschat have burntup the Glory of
our Land? Shall they not burn up e difhonoutof it
too ? Shall not our animoficies an neentions , our
earcnly carnal zeal which hath fed upor our [pirits, and.
almolt confumed our vicals , withall our paflionate in~
flammations and hearc-burnings,be thrown into this fire,
never to revive and live more ? Oh would to Ged chat -
they might, I fhould not then Rick to call i a B!:;fcd

Ire
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Fire, which fhould confume and carry away fo much of

a worfe, even of Hell it {elf,from amongft us, Oh hap-

py were we, if our Drofsand Tin were but chus burne

off, that we mighe come out of the fire fo well refin’d

Thac all our tubborn Spirics were but meleed and fofe-

ned into fuch murual compliances as befeems Chriftian

Brethren, ' Butalas ! whar morral power canproduce

fuch blefled effe@ts? Whatearthly infrument can bring

abour fuch an heavenly work ? No,this 15 left for Omni-
potence to accomplith. Good Lord,then let r;'_"rpn:r:r of ‘thy

Grace [e in with thy Providences, and let thy Stirit dothat

which neither Plague y Fire nor Sword , Mercics nir any

Meansby themfelves can : Even to work the Spirits of all
b #hofe who call themfelves thy Servants and Children intek
F. gentle, loving tempery becoming that Profefficn and the near-
b wefs of their Relation;  that they may with faithfulnefs and res
£ folutiony joyn hands in that work . to which they are all en-
gag’dy and give cach other whar affiftance and encouragement
tbey are able, for the [ubverfion of Sarans Kingdonse, and the
earrying on thife defigns of mercy to Mankinde, for which
thou diaff create y and doft sphold this world , and Jent’ft thy
\Son into ity and keep’ft thy Gufpel and Minifters init.

Is there any thing in chisrequeft, to which all true
Chriftians may not readily eive their Amen 2 Why then
thould not all who own thar Name, concribute their en-
| deavours ro the obraining of thac , which they profefs
P todefire p How lamentable and frange a thing is this |
| that when wee ageiagn:ed , or [eem to beefo , about
| the chief end whici¥¥e ough: to purfue, and the princi-
| pal means conducing thereto, that yet we fhould ftand
| acfo hor and hureful a difference aboue marcters, where-

in one would chink ic impoffible for rarional Men todif-
fer. Are Wee not' all agreed, that the honour of God,
and [alvation of Souls, oughr co bee the principal end
Of our endeavours p And thac che bringing of men to

B 4 know,
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know, believe , and obey the Gofpel , isthe only way
forthe arcaining of this end ? And thac the delivering,
explaining , and inculcacngupon them , the truchs a:?d
duties of this Golpel, by a Minifiry fitced for chac
work , 1sthe ordinary means for the begerting of Fajch
and Obezdience ? And after all this, fhall it bee a
controverfie , whether many of thole who are thug
ficred, and acknowledged ro bee fo, fhall bee kepe
off fromthis , fo needful, foimportant 2 work , racher
than to bee difpentt wich , as to fome {uch Subferiprions

and practices, which chey chat refufe, dare not comply *

wich, for fear of finning ; ‘and which they thac impofe,
know they may lawfully difpenfe wich, being marters
of that nature, thacthe molt z:2alous Aflercors of them,
will not afhrma they are of ablolute necefiiry , nor thae
they will countervail the lofs of Souls , which, it’s too
to0 evident, the rigid impofition of them .does and
will occalion,  Will nothing that hath yer befaln us,

help to cle:r cur Judgements and fetcle our affe@ions, *

{o far 2sto end this concroverfie ?  Are not our fufferings
yer ereat enough to meeken and bow our fpirics, and
drive ustogetner 2 Shall they not now aclaft, workthe
fame happy effe® uponus, inreference to thefe diffe
rences, that Perfecution and Imprifonment did upon
thole famous Marcyrs, Kidley and Hooper, in a bufinefs of
rhe Jike nature. . The good'man, who was before {o hat
in prefling Conformity, foon put off his harfhnefs,
as.appear’d by his loving Letter, when he faw his Brother
a Prifoner for the {ame comm uth with himfelfe
They who may quarrel in che Palace, are made friends
ina Prifon , and embrace each other ata Stake.. And
they who cannot agiee ; fo much as about wearing the
fame clothes, aie foon reconcil’d when they wear che
{ame chain.  And (hould we be reduc’c co the like cafe
wigh there, 1am very ape to believe we fhould then bi’.
_ ; ok 0
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of the {ame relenting l'_t:l'[('JP:I'. They who have bean
ouilty of fo muchrigour, would then, I hope, be atham’d
Land griev’d to remember how they had formerly made
thofe ro fuffer , who are now become their Brethren in
fuffering. May we not fay , Oh whol{ome Perfecution ,
¥ whofe fecters oft prove bonds of peace , whofe preflures al-
¢ lay that pride, and heal thofebreaches ; that Wr}uic_i not
¥ by any other means be healed? Buc what fhall neicher
¥ Reafon, Intereft nor Confcience perfwade thar 4 whicha
Y more {marting Rod would whip us top Will nothing
: but ravenous Wolves drive Chrifts Flock togecher ? Will
t no other Fire but thar of Martyrdome , devour our une
% natural heats ? Oh why thould we provoke God to ufe
% har(her means for the accomplitbment of thac, which
hee fees his more fivourable difpenfations will not pro-
¥ duce?
B Thacic isnothing finful or unreafonable thac is re-
Bquelted,] appeal to the Perition for Peace, to which I be-
ifore refer’d, ascontaining the fum of their defires, whofe
caufe I plead.  'Will it be a fin to grant that Indulgence,
which for fome time his Majelty by his Declaration did ;
gand which bee was pleafed 2l(o to give affurance, hee

fhould confent to bave it by A& of Parliament confirm'd,
i when any Bill to that purpofe (hould be propes’d 3 and
which moreover, it waspublickly reported, he was gra-
ciouly inclin’d fince to have given, had not they, whom
it leaft befeem’d to be enemies of tendernefs and chariry,
prevented ir.  Ina word, can any thing bee more rea-
fonable , than that they who profels themfelves Officers
in the Church “of Chrift, - to govern it according to his
Orders, andcocarry on his Ends, {hould fo far provide
for his honour,and che necefficies of Souls,as to give way
to fuch to Preach his Gofpel, who are comperently quali-
fied for,and earneftly defirous of that Employment ; and
Ehat upon fuch conditions as Chrift hach in his Laws ap-

pointed ,
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painted , * and'the Apolles in their times requireq of
thofe whom ‘they admicted ¢o this Fun&tion? Leg gy
thatare Lovers of cruth and peacesdetermine whether this
be not a modeft and jult propofal ; and wherher it mu
not be (omething elfe thanConfcience and aZeal for Re~
ligion, that can cdule any to reje@ic ; this God will in
histime determine.  Imention Church-Officers , be
caufe, by their mediation , this Liberey js moft likely to
be obtained, asbytheirinterpofure, principally it hach:
beentaken away and hindred : whicl conlideration; be-
fide the nature of their Office and Truft , merhinke
{hould engage them rodo what they may towards it’s res
covery. f
And was there now bue this much granced , thng]::g :

dare not fay it would bring us all that outward profpericy:
whichis defired, yet I am confident, it would very mn
change this fad face of things that nowappears amongft usys
and would revive a languifhing {piriclefs Nation,and very s
much expel thofe ominous fears, and mif-givines of'¥
minde, wherewithwe are {o generally feiz’'d; For T am¥
wel affur’d it would rejoyce the hearts of choufands of hig™
MaieRies moft faithful Subjeéts, who thoueh chey fHould
be fed with the bread of adverfity , and the water of affliction's 3
yet wauld more chearfully bear ir, were their Teachers lut
remov’d ot of the corners, whereinto they have been dri==
ven,{o thar they mighe freely (ee and hear them: And we
may realonably fuppofe, that an a&tion which rendsfo |
much to the honour and fervice of Relicion, even toths
curing of our divifiont, the eafing of che burdened, and
not only ro the pleafing of {ober and good people,but o
the profiting of the bad, will be very acceprable to God
and the moft likely way toprocurethic' favour, which
will fecure a Perfon or Kingdome from being miferable 5
wharever befall thems.

And whatisit, canwe imagine, that ﬂmuldpr:v;nt
: chat
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that Grant, whichis in felf fo highly reafonable, and a¢-
 tended with fomany defirable confequences? I know
§ not what can bee obje@ted ,  but that common pretence ,
That thes is the way tocaft usall into confafions and diforders :
i To which I have before uffictently anfwered. Why, 1
§ befeech you, (hould a&s of Clemency breed Confufi.
B on, where thofe of rigour have been receiv'd with pari-
W ence? Why fhould chey be thought fo foolifh and dif-
i ingenuous , as to pecome diforderly by the favour of
i their fuperiours, who have had fo much Confcience, as
E'tn be peaccable in the wane ofit ? Efpecially fince this
i‘fwuur s of thac nature , thatic makesthem Tirele more
Iicapable of doing mifchief, if they were inclined toir §
bur mighe do much to prevent or take away, fuch incli-
gtlations , if there was any danger.  And how can thar

breed Confufion , whichwill do fo much to the fatisfya
Ing of mindes, the unicing of hearts, and foro the
Wltrenc:hening of our handss ~ Bu to fecure ally wharcan
Ebe defired more than is before' intimared > viz, That
vthey who f{hare in this Liberty , binde themfelves by the
amoft plain and facred Oaths, not to endeavour the di.
Blurbance of either Church or State 5 bur che peace of
Doth.. And if any bee indeed found guilty of a&ing to
the conerary s let them bear the punifbments due o Se-
fidicion and Perjury.
B Fain now would I hope that there are none fo fully
Wbene on their own Wills, that they are abfolutely re-
olv'd , no offered Reafons nor Entreacies {hall prevait
it them ; o deparc an inch from their undertaken
gaurles  Ler us leave thac as 4 property of the moft
fingular Church, amongft the many other Prerogatives
ihich makes her ftand by her felf, ro jufiifie and maine
£3in all her Errours, leaft fhe (hould be thought once to
flaveerr'd ; Proclaiming her Obftinacy, inflead of dif-
Proving her Fallibilicy.  Buc they who make none of

thac
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that ridiculots' and proud claiEI,' ‘may well enough avoid
thofe intanclemencs , ‘which'are the pernicious but ne-' |
caffary conlequences thereofi * As che frailcy of Mag
éxpoles him to miftakes', fo “tis the honour'of a Chrifli-
an to acknowledoe and recra&t them.  Nor will aay L
hope ; conceit themfelves pen’c up in fuch unhappy
circum@®ances, that they have occafion to complain , as
eAdrian the ixech did | That being Pope 5 be conld do listle
good thosgh be reallydeired it | Tecanfe he conld ascempr o
confiderable piece of Reformition, bat be fﬂxnd it would ej=
sher' difoblige the Grandees of his own Conrt  empair his Re='
venney or [omz way or other weakenthe Papal intereff. Al
that T'am pleading for , is buca Libzrey for able, godly,
p=aceable m2n'y to Preach the plain and pure Gofpelof
Chrilt, which iris his commaind fhould be made known
to every Creature : And waerein this can prejudice any
p=tfon or party,-that maintain not defigns contrary oy
or advanc’c above this Gofpel, Iam uccerly to feek. IES
chers bz any waole endeavours {hall bee found more fot
the udholding and propagating of a Faction, thangrue
Godlin:fs; T amfar from withing them any {uch favour, s
as might capacicate them the more fucce(sfully to ferve
themfelves.  Buc'yetfince unhappily chere are fo many
petty diffzrences,and notes of diftinction amongft us, let
every man have fo much Jullice , as noc to be prefenly
condemn’d as Fa&ious, becaufe heis angerly call'd fo
by another, from whom in {ome(mall things hze may"
diffent: Forif fuch cenfures maybee on all hands ad=
micred ascurrent proofs , I fear wee (hall finde few in-
necent through che whole Land. -~ Of contrary opinions
its impoffible to hold both, * and in macters of pragtice
which ace under debate , wee mult eicher do themot
leave them undone,  And thus we cannot avoid che 2p=
pzarance of being on one ide, which, beicwhatic will
che coutrary pare ‘(the moft rigid of chem ac leaft)will be

apt
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apt toftileira Sect, and Ihm)ﬁ'. Sectaties which adhere to
it, becaufe not thorowly fiding with them: And how
the moft Catholick-fpinted Chpfiian can well pleafe
both, is not eafie: 1o conceive , difpleafe them hee may
far eafier,  Itisnot my buline(s now teenquire into the
nature of thofe things wherein we diftery fo toattempt
a dicifion , who is in the righr,and who 18 in the wreng ;
and chence to infer the-equitablenefs of Liberty to any
fort of men, upon fuppofition of their being inthe rights
But it is enough -for my defign 1o fuppofe ( what me-
thinks fhould not , by anythatrare fober and charica-
ble, be denied me, to Wic)

(1) That at prefent the conditions of accefs to
the Minifiry, are of thar nature that it’s peffible fox
good Men Confcientioufly  to difient from them ;
And

(2) Thatthere may lawfully bee fuch abatements
made as thefe Diffenters will comply with.

(3 ) That nowwichanding the differences that may
after (his remain in opinion , Wee may live together in
love, and joyntly promore the Grear endsof the Gofpel :
" From which premifes ,. Iprefume itisa very fair and
nacural inference , Thar fuch who will fincerely apply
themfelves to the  advancing of thefe -Ends, ' and
will engage not to break the Peace 2bout any in-
feriour points wherein they differ,- ought pot to bee
look’t upon as Fa&tious and Schifmatical 5 rnor asfuch
to bee hindred from imploying themfelves to the beft
advantage , for the honour ef their Lord, and the
" benefic. of his People.: Let him-then onely bee - “--
accounted Schifmatically inclii’d, who, for the pro-
,pagating of his own by-cpinicns , -and the ad-
vancement of his Parey , will negle& and contradit
the weightier duties of Religion ; not locking fo much
to the faving of fouls, as getnng himfelf Profelites

un-




(128) |
undervaluing, cenfuring, and abufing all that are not of
his own way 3 for fuch as thefe, “be they whe they will, |
and letthem precend whac they will : § open nét my
moueh in their vindication', but will rather heartily joyn
wich our Lezany; in praying chat from ajl {uch-Schifme in
Opinion, affe&ion or pragufe, che Lord would deliver sy
and from thofe who are incurably cainted therewith, the
Giod ' Lord delives br,:-::_h this ‘and all other Churches
through che Chriftian World, T 10 TN
~“kf it (hould be demanded by what farther note we fhail
know che Fa&ious from thofe thar are not {o , fince fine
words and fair pretences are'a very fallible and infuffici-
¢nc ‘Cricerion ? To fuch | anfwer , Thar Juffice and
Cammon Realon will cell us] that ¢he profeflions , pro- -
mifes and' oachis'of men , mul be taken for the fureft
dilcovery of their hearrs anc incentions , till they (hall
tiave uccerly forfeited their chedic i and whenic thall be
evident, nocby general charges of whole parties s buc
by:parciculer’ proof, thac anyhave dope fo, lerthem ne-
“ver more be crufted, till cheir Penitence and Reformati-
enmay have redeem’d that forfetture ; yet let not the
Tunocent (uffer for cheir fakes, norlet chem be thoughtto -
agree wich chemin all cheir milcarriages, who may agree
with chem in ‘a2 parcicular Opinion ; which is the moft
-incharicable “cenfure chat can be except it may be
Prov'd thacchofe mifearriages are Infeparable from thac
‘Opinion.” '1f: any man {hould actempt  to murder che
“Pope, upon pretence that he is nor Head of the Church,
the Guileof his Fa& is not chargeable upon all thac are
of ‘the fame Opinion , fince this actempe was not the ne=
cefliry'confequetice of that Opinion y but of che weak-
nefs 6f his difcourfe, or fome carnal Motive : Why then
thould the peacesble bear the blame of ocher mens dif-
orders, which they conld not help, nor did coneribuce to?
Butif there (hould be any, who whil they zealoufly
inveigh
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\inveigh againf all parties , fhall yer be found fo follici-
| EOUS For tnclr Qwn, that th::,r will admic of nothing as a
;Tfﬁ‘of peaceablenefsand Piecy , but the pmff:ﬂ"mu of
‘compliance with them, even in thofe things which are
' the grounds of dlﬁ'::r:nc: : 1 fear chis their courfe will
be fo far from being ferviceable to the recovery of the
IChurches Peace , thac.ic will prove one of the greatefd
Lobfirutions of it that could be thought ofs  And i fuch
{hall be jealous of all that refule the condi tionsthey of-
fer them,, asif chey wentabout ro (et up forthemfelves,
pand will accepr of no proreftationsco the contrary, but
will endeavour as far as.they well can, to keep them out
of a capacity of doing God fervicey lealt chey (hould
undermine fome incereft of theirs ; they do too plainly
tell cheworld , 'thac chey have got famtthlnv which they
bvalue ac an higher race than che propagating of the Gom
{pel,y and favtr-ﬂ mens {ou]s ; fince by their good will
Enothlnu fhall be done in this wnrk buc by {hﬂfﬂ who will
carry on thofe other ends of cheirse This is fuch 2 De-
mon{tration, as meer pretences to the. contrary are too
eak to confute : But happy will ic prove for us all, if
once we become fowile asro believe 5 that chere. is no
reater nor truer {elf-inrereft, than to be faichful to the
aufeof our Common Lord, and diligent 'in. his fer-
fice, according o our feveral capacities s So that all
hey who own “themfelves in Commiffion under him,
ay defire and imploy their power to no other end than
o procure nbedience to his Laws; for which purpofe a-
one his Servancs are Auchorized , as the King Deputes
Oficersto fee his Laws execured. This is. their Office
and their Honor, to be the happy Infiruments of bringing

imany fouls to know and  accepr of Jefus Chrift as leir
Lord and Saviour 5 as iris the bufirefs and the honor of
n Embaflador to accomplifh thofe defigns of bis Prince
t which be received his-Commiffion and inftru&ions,

wrereas
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{30) |
whereas to fegle® thefe for fome private ends of hie|
own, would {peak him rather a2 FaQor for himfelf, chay |
a Minifter of his Prince. And when Chrifts Mini@ers
‘do heartily believe chis, they will never have a jealoufie:
-of knowledge and godlinefs ( by whomfoever they are:
furchered and fpread ) as if they could receive’ prejus
dice thereby , fince chenic will be their only defire and |
greateft delighe that thefe may chrive , and they who
will joyn their induftry with chem'in chis bleffed” work)
cannot bue be dgar to them, notwichftanding any Jeffes
differences’ betwixe them, Holy Panl rejoyc’d'in' thag
Chrift was ‘preach , even when it was done by fome oug
of ‘no good principle ; and why was'this, bur becaufe all
thaehe propos’d to himlelf was chac Chrift mighe be
preacht. Icwas'nothis Repueacion in the World 5 nog
any advancemeént thac he foughe for , but thae the King=:
détne of his Mafter mighe be enlarged, and (o chis weng
forvard nothing could difpleafe or hure him. Oh how far
ther may we imagine thac he was from forbidding alf}
thac nam’d chemfelves Followers of (ephas or Apolls, in’
‘oppolition ‘to Hitm'; to preach this Gofpel. Happy thed
{lrall we be yif this rue Chriftian fpiric of meeknefs;
felf-denial, and untainted zeal for Gods honour, obrain
and prevail amongf us:Buc if Religion be made an infra-
ment of Stace, or a means for che atcaining of fome car
nal ends, and the Church be governed by fuch Quirks of
Policy as Scatefmenufe in Civil Adminiftrations, then’
indeed 1ts likely that whary according to the plain Rules
of the Gofpel, would be very ferviceable , fhall" yet be
rejected, becaifeic agrees nor wicth Politicks. And
' fomerimas even ignorance and ungoedlina(s fhall rather
be fuffered to grow and encreafe, chan thofe meausper=
mitted for their extirpation which have nor a tendency
to {uch privare ends, or fuit not with the Methods whlch
mentoo profoundly wife have propos’d”to themfelves 3

I
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I'pray God preferve all amonzft ug tiom being guifey of
¢ fo much felafhnels, fo lictle itue policy.. Androdraw eo
in end; I'muft profefs T éannoc fée how they €an abfolva
themlelves of this outit’, Who béing encrulted with the
¢ mannagement of ‘'Church affairs, hall noc Improve cheir
l power to redrels this orievance wheréof ‘T'have been
& complainitig’, - arid ro obrain thit Jult Jiberty for che Mi-
g_' fifters of Chril, for which 1 have been pn‘:tftmni.‘j;;
i Whichits probable mighc be dteain’d with eafe, were they
'f‘ bLl[bHEl}F willing chac ic (hoatd be orantéd.

E But™yf they prove ‘deaf to all the maff humble and
I Importunice’ enrearies , and continiue the raftraing of
\¥ tiiofe who are conlcious to themfelvas of"ho othet de-
R figns (in the main) bue fuch as Chrift and his Apolileshad
iWhen they were upon earchi; evenco infru& and con-
W vere carelefs finners, and build up believers; fill pro-
b curing'fufferings o fuch, who by cheir good will would
ﬂ!_difp!t:?{‘e noman , 1f-it bz poilibfe to pleale God and
R Ehem too ; (and fome fuch chere are) T thall then look
iapon thefe Rrange proceedings as boding yet more and
gareater milchief  co this torn and bleeding Nacion :

Will God have mercy upon that people who will (hew

RO more mercy co ene another > From the day of our

pPeace making and hearty Reconciliation y if ever {uch

#a defired day thall come’, T (hall reckon the beginning

§OF Englands Refauration to her happinels and glory ;

$but before then T (hall have liccle hopes of either. Tam

Mot {o vain as to make prerence ro any Prophetick Spi-

i8It ; but when | confider the reafon of the thing, the Na-

ture of God manifefled in his Word, and the courfe

#0f his Providence'y 1 can hardly chink thae Narion wilf

Bbe very profperous, which fhall do fo much todif-ingaga

Rthem(elves from his favour, by difcouraging fo many

BWhom he hath ficted for, and fent ourinro hig fervice

Siving fuch a flop to the courfe of his Gofpel , whereby

C the

lu.l.u.-




(32) T

the Inhabicants fhould be brought to that obedience ¢q
his Commands , which hath che bleflings of chis life,
and thac to come, entail'd upon it. Moreover, it
evident to any confiderative beholder, that Popery,Pros
phanenefs, and Infidelicy, are combin’d againft us ; mif-
chiefs near akin, and being united under one Common
Head, g0 about feeking whom they may devoure : and if
in@ead of joyning ftrength againf them, we continue
thofe divifions which weaken it , reafon and gxperience
will tellus , we (hall hereby lie much ?fm open to
their fury. Andco little purpofe will ic b for, men to =
declaim earneftly againgt thefe growing evils, whilft
they nourith the certain caufes of them; and to pre=
tend themfelves defirous to have contentionsceafe , and
wickednefs reform’d from amongft us, whillk they ine
dultrioufly keep off the moft effectusl means for fuch &
Concord and Reformation. Andif they perfift in chefe
refolucions, how litcle reafon have we to expe&t thac
our fafling and praying fhould prevail for mercy, except =
in order chereto s God fhall be fo far entreated by usy
as to abate that obflinacy, and remove thac Veil of pare
tiality and (elf-love which prevent it, where-ever they
are to be found upon us. He himfelf affuresus , /2. 58,
that it is not the formality of Sackcloth and Afhes , and
hanging down the head like 2 Bull-rufh, thacwill be ace
cepted of thofe who continue to find their pleafures , and =
exalt their labmrss or ( as the Margene hathic) thofe
things wherewith chey grieve others. Butthe Faft which
he hath chofen 15, t0 loofe the Bands of wickednefs, to sndo the
heavy burdenssy to let the oppreffed gofree, and to [reak eve
ry yoke, vers 6, Tothe fame purpofe he {peaks, Zech. 7 :
when they enquired concerning cheir Fafts; whether they
(hould 1till keepthem or not 3 his anfwer was, Thas they -
bad nes fofted to him shas while 5 but ratber they fhonld have
bearkned to the former Pr::pfm.r, which cryed to them when

| Jerufil" '
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t Jerufalem was inbhabited, and in profperity 5 and flonld have
U exvecuted true Tudgement , and Jhewn mercy and compaffion
b every man to bis Brother 5 and not have been g8ilty of oppref=
fion 5 nor of imaginin 7 evil in thejr bearts againft their Lyp-
ther.  And when, upon Fonal’s preaching, the Ninevires
ikept {uch 2 very ftri@ and folemn Faft, which being
% joyned wich Reformation, was doublefs acceprable o
NGod; ye itgobferveable how he feems nor ro take no-
Weice of thig' in comparifon of cheir turning from fin 4
RTon. 3. 10. eAnd God fuw their workssthat they turned froms
K their evil way, and God repemted of the evil that be had faid
Webar be would do unro them, and be did it not,
W And when at Tength we (half be perfwaded to cele-
Wbrate fuch 2 Faft as is before defcribed, we may the
bereer hope for thofe blefled fruirs of the fame, which are
gPromifedinche 8, 9, 1o, 11, and 14, verfes of that §8.
WOf Hfaiah 5 the 1aft whereof is fo exceeding feafonable,
gboth in che literal and (piricual fenfe, toour prefent fad
condition 5 viz. Thar they [Pould build the old wafts places,
HE‘mi' raife up the foundations of many generations . and [bould
IE_-I;: call’d the Repajrer of the Breach, ‘the Refforer of paths ro
dwell in.  And'Ipray God sranc that the plous and fuc~
efsful endeavours of thofe who are in 2 capacity a-

Tn_:n;gﬂ US> mayprocure them chefe truly Honourable
Iries.,
¥ Afcer all chat T have faid,Tknow *tis eafie for thofe who
onceive themfelves accufed., to wipe off all by affere-
ng, That ’tis not any {everity of theirswhich gives juk
i8round of complaint , burracher the complainers may
ank their own flubbornnefs and felf-will for wharever
feel hemfelves are guiley of
hatever mifchiefs have com’y by their Deprivation, whe
ould racher forfake cheir tmployments than thei hu-
ors.  But o this, I conceive , T have faid €nough for

he (atisfaction of thofe who are willing to cake any, And

2 i
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¢ 1 had faid no more than chis (which isall I hall add)

it miche feem fufficient , to wic , thac I have been pleads |
ing only for their libercy who are willing to take the

moft folemn oath, lawfully tendred them, that It is
a fear of difpleafing God,.and damning their (ouls, which

hinders cheir continuance in, of entrance upon.che Mini-

ftry , on the conditions now required ; and moreover,
will 2s fri@ly binde chemfelves, if more favourables

terms may be allowed them , notto abufe chis favour , t0,

&

the fomenting eicher of Sedition of Schifme ; buc will
faithfully devote themfelves to that work which is cn all
fides acknowledged tobe their duty , and will (tudy to,
preferve and promote the, peace and profpericy both of
Church and State. I leaveit thento the judgement of
any charicable man, whether fuch as thefe are to be con=
demn’d of obftinacy ; and where the guilt is like to lie,
if upon chis precence, thelr requefted freedome of fer=,
ving God in his Church fhall fill be dented chem, And}
moreover, | could with (as I have faid formexly) thactheys
who oppofe their Brethren in chis requeflt , weuld put 18
to their own confciences, whether they duslt make the:
fame folemn profeffions , that they thus deal with them
for fear of difpleafing God , and wounding theit Confels
ences? 14
I may perhaps be thoughe guilty of very great fawci=
nefs 2nd perul ancy for {peaking atthis rate ; and (would
you believe it 2 ) even of Fa&ion and Sedition , for ar=s
ouing too plainly for peace. and equicy : but for that L
am ac 2 pafs ; for beic knowntothee, Reader, I confi=
der who is prefent with me whilft Tam wricing, and be=
fore whom 1. muft fhortly give account of thefe and
all other my words ; according to which Chrift cells usy
we mult eicher ba juflified or condemned ; and even this.
confideration prompts me to write what I.do; fothMEiEs

A

's not the fear of difpleafing men which can deter MES
from

1
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fromit; fince alfo I can(uht,:rful[v fore-think of chat
fima wncrx.m this w,r} controverfie (hall be equal[y and
finally decided, ‘at che Bar of an Omnifcient Holy God.
Wherefo:e m:h;s God, labfolutely refer myendea-
vours, and che caule on whofe behalf chey are, asknow-
Ing 1f it bee jult and pious, itis his concern infinitely
mere than mans; and he will in his own cime ( which
we ought quiecly to wait ) fo far own and advance 1c as
he fees bett. Upon which fuppofition , I dare [mIdIy
conclude , in the name of all thofe worchies , who are

o
i

i confciencroufly engag’d in 1t; with that of the Pmt het ,
8 The Lord i onr jm" ¢ 5 the Lord s oar Law-giver the Lord i
% onr Kingy fe :-;jf;"'_)‘:tf s,

% And now methinks, the fad countenances of impover-
M i(he Citizens, - efpecially of fincere Chriftians , whom
] no loffes can mke poor, nor thould make f;!u, call for
fomething to be offered by way of confolation.  But I
& am for a wh'I'= 1nce rup.edxn this defign by a' far fadder
i fight, even the merry looks of carelels unreformed fin-
| pers, who feem fo lictle affe@ed wich prefent miferies,
ds or apprahanﬁﬂ of any fartherdanger , asif they had no
i Relacion to God , mor the reft of the world ; asifthey
# were neither concern’d with his Providences, nor wich
fother mens Calamities : Men fo ump:ultnr of an inter-
Fmiffion in the enjoyment, or pvriw of their bruiti lh fen~
ﬁ.lﬂ.h[i\.ﬂ', thac chey can reckon no time {eafonable for
ferioufnefs and fobriery; bur abfolutely conclude a-
gainft them , lecthe premifes bee whar t ey will. I€
foey dream of a long and pmfpmm:s life , they bid their
BUS 1.ake tieir eife, eaty drink .and be merry, biving goods
S laid v (or w”.:r 03 or if they fear cheir daies 1“u be
fhortned , and their mitch fpoil’d, yerthey refolve to
have ic whil'l th ey may 5 andcry, Lersus et and drink
for to mnrom we fball dye : Thofe are fuch th 12t accot e
Solicarine(s and Confideration, the greateft miferies that
i€an befall chem , and whil’R chey are not reduc’c oa
C3 Eew
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peceflicy of thefe, they efcape well enough ; what eyer
betides thve world. ' There’s nothing they feem ro fear,
more than being brought into their wits, and therefore |
they firive with all cheir might againgt che means of cheir
recovery out ofthis voluntary madnefs, They have fo
far unmann’d chemfelves , thac they are even atham'd
to {hewthat they are ovners of humane nature , by (o~
ber refle@tions upon their. own aQions and Gods difpen-
factons:As if ehey were fo far engag’d in cheir defigns and
courfes, that inpoint of honcur they could not now up=
on any tearms rerrear, buc muft confidently proceed-to
act the Bruics on this Stage ,though they turn Devils for
itinthe next.  Thefeindeed are a forc of men, rather
fit to be Chara&er'd to move others to compafiion (fo "
far asthey deferveic) than tobe fpoketoin order to their
Reformation, Who can cure his deafnefs, thac flops
his ears?  Or make him hear chacis fo wilfully desf?
How can he nnderftand, thac hath made himfelf Diunk
wicha Rupifying Potion, which bach very much deprivid §
him of reafon and forefight , and makes him golaughing
down to defiruction,in defpireof the fairef warnings.and
loudeft calls co preventic ? To atcempe by inftrudtions &
to reduce fuch aschefe, feems an undercaking ligtle
lefsimprobable , thanby a formal difcourfe to perfwade |
2 Bedlam intohis right minde. But yer fome difference |
£aere is amongR thefe prophaner ones : thy are not alf be=
forted into the fame degree of fupidity , nor all equally 1
refolv’d againft any amendment, nor equally prejudic’d
againft the means which tend o ir, Whereforz though
Thave licele expe@ation of fuch kinde of Readers . and
lefs of doing them good, yer if this Paper (hou!d chance &
Into any of cheir hands, if they have the patience to :
read anything befide Drollery, Jler ine crave the aciens 1

il

tion of their mindes , whilk I'i'c.th:,'ly advife wich them i’
a few words, ' |

Tell
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Tell me then, Ibefcefh you, Sirs, fuchof you cha¢
have yet (o much Reafon and Confcience left you, asto
acknowledge a Being above your felves, who made you
and all che world, and governs all wich infinite wifdome |
and JuRtice; Tell me, 1 fay, whether thefe providences .
thac have lacely befaln our Nztion , be not of an excra- .'
ordinary nature , and therefore in all reafon fent upon |
fome greac defign? If one Embaffadour after anothes
be difpatche froma Prince , to any of his Nelghbours ,
wich a more chan ufual folemnity 5 do wee nor prefently
gue(s thar there are fome greac affairs in agicarion ?
And is it for nothing , or upon any erivial errand , thae I

. the Soveraign Majefty of the World , Commiffions his
moft aftonifhing and magnificenc Judsements to march
one ac the heels of anocher, toany particular people ?
Arenot cheir Inflru@ions, chink we, as important as

their Appearance is terrible ? And if it bee fo, doesit

. mot then concernthe Inhabirants of che Land , to whom

i thisMeffage is dire@ted , diligently to accend to, and

o faichfully and fpeedily ro obey the {ame? How high

ot an affronc will icbe , when Embafladours are difpatcht

o from heaven, for usnot to vouchfafe them Audience?

% Buc mechinks, fcarce any can be (o wilfully deaf , as not

" tounderftand chis much , which they uteer in a voice full

B of power and Majelly , Thar the great God o5 very forely

S difpleafed with the woies of this people, being [auch, that hee')

W wolonger bear with them as formerly.  And fhall not the

I hearing of chis awaken us all, to 2 fri& and ferious en-

§ Quiry inco our particular waies, whether they be not fuch

b as drawouc Gods difpleafure againfius? If we hid fore

B ot the noife of Trumpers and Drums, which 2 few

¢ years(ince read us chis Lefflon; orifweeare deaf rothe

i thrill Cannon which inculcares the fame; or beeded nor

b the (weeping Plaoue, which did not fieal more filently up-

' on thoufands, thanic Joadly warn’d all char furviv'd ;

4 yet

1 -
.

B




- i L g 1
T - e "

e

(32) |
yetletus attend to the voice'of thefe roaring Flames)
which once more call our tous , wich fucha fiercenefs,
as one would think, {hould neicher be dif-regarded; nor
in hafte forgorren, Shall God fpeak thus oncey-and again,
and (hall noc-wee hearken ? Doth he manifelt his wrath,
and (hall vot we.be feiz’d wich an Holy fear? Areour
troubles o grear, and (hall we not diligently fearch who
1sthe Achan , what isthe acenrfed thing that occafiong
all » Dotbe forms rife , and the Seas {well, threatning
us with a {hipwrack , and (hall wee not examine (not
by catting lotsy but turning our eyes inward ) whether
weare noc the Fozah’s thaccaule ice Whae, dothic feem
a {mall matcer whether God be plealed with us ar.not?
Isthere any in the whole Woild whofe favour we more
need and whom we are more bound ro regard?Is it noche
from whom wee receiv’d our lives and all our mercies),
znd on whole good pleglure we depend for all 2 Is ic nog

into his hands that we muft (hocely fall , whenwe leave™

the werld , by him to bee difpos’d of to our everlafiing
flatep Yea,evennow, arensc we and all our affairs ab-
folurely in hishands, and achis ordering ; to dowith us
as feems good 1n his fight 7 Andcanany bee (o fortifh
then, asto imagine thatic’s not worth while to examine
how macters Hand berwixt God and their Souls ? And
whether theirbebaviour hach been fuch asis acceptable

ro hum , thac accordingly they may proceed wich bold=
nefs, orrerreat whil’tt there is Liberry 5. and carefully 5

refarm themfelves. Thisis che fum of all, thae I would
advife carelefs finners to, even faichfully to confides
their wales, every man by himfelf, what he bach done
towards the kindhing of Gods anger , and what he maydo
to appeafeit; to thipk whae it is in him parcicularly
God aims ar, and {peedily to {er againft It.

And befides, the wrath revealed againftus inichef@
difpen(ations 5 which may drive usto this work , dof
‘ there
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ithere not appear fo much mercy in them, as may quicken
band encourage usto ic 2. All chac hath hicherco befaln
“r s, hathbuc the nature of 3 warning tous thac are lefc;
band how great foever the terrour of thefe warnings hath
Meem'd , yet that was bur neceflary the deeplierto a
yout rocky bearts, Anditcan hardly be conceived what
courfe could be takenymore likelyto reclaim a people,to
Il'iwhcmn all the alluring invications y and fevere threat~
pmrs of the Word , are grown in a2 manner contemptis
ible, as ] have formerly “obferv'd; Thefe are like the
*laﬁ remedies whichPhyficians ufe co dying perfons,which
&‘lrc wont elither to preferve life, or haften death, So
hll‘la[ God doth not only acquaintus by thefe his dealings
Mehat bee is difpleafed with us, bucin the next plact. :
e 6T hat be s gxceeding defirous to reform us o and will upsnonr
R geturn 0 binsy. have mercy upon us 5 and rfﬂfn;; us, What
Wreafon elfecan bee aflign’ d why he (hould not immedi=
#acely bave deftroyed us, withour affording any fpace
@for Repentance or capacity of mercy? Might nor God
as eafily, had ic pleafed him, have fent fuch flames up-
hpn us, as fhould noc fo much have tended ro enlighten,
$as uceerly to confume us ? That fhould have devo uU"ﬂd
the Inbabitants aswell asche Houﬁ:s? Ji the Husband-
iman lopand prune his Tree, dig about and dung it , one
o year afreranother, waiting on, “and trying it;  is not this
i 2 fign thar he much defires fome fuch fruic, as may pre=
% ferve it from being cut down as acamberer of the ground 2
And what (hall we go on to frufirate chefe mermul de-
figns of the God of Lmre who tries all waies with us to
awaken and reduceus? Hath hee not as it were hedg’d
In our way, andbeler us round with fuch (tareling Pro-
vidences, that one would thing nnthuw bue a wilful re -
folutton to damn our felves, indefpite of all oppohtmn,
eould carry us over them to farther wickednefs and de=
Hftrudicn ? Hath he not plag’c bafore us thoufands of ear-
kafles
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kaffes pil'd uponheaps ? And fer his Angels wich afla-
ming Sword to fop usin our conrfe? Andis fin fuchq
lovely thing in our eyes, that we will venture upon thig
Sword, break chrough chefe flames, trample over skalle
and bones toobrain ic?  Yea, fhall we Rill remain thye
bewitche byir, when God hach purpofely reprefentedic
to us in fuch ghaitly (hapes, as migheferve moft effeGys
allyto undeceive us, and deliver us from its pernicious
charms? There is nothing in the whole World indesd,
either bafe or hureful enough todifcover all the foathe:
fomenefsand mifchief of fin, yet whenic hath fofarg- &
bus'd and belorred the finner , that hee can fee no hure
in it notwith@tanding all the bad names char are givenics
the mioft likely way to make ic truly known to him, is,
cofhew (ome fuch effe@s of ic, asche faculdies yet lef
him acknowledge moft dreadful, and che caufe of them,
therefore by all means to bee avoided. Thus if the
filly childe cannot be kept from poifon , byhearing alf
the mifchief of it, bacaufe it looks and caftes fo like Sus
gar: Let him be foundly whipe for touching ic , and this §
willdo moft to make him hateic. Ifhe will needs bee
playing with a glittering Knife, lec him once feel it f
draw blood uponhim , and thac will fooneft prevail wich
him to chrowic away. And fhall notwee, who have
beenworfe chan childith inour greedy purfulcs of feems
ingly pleafing fins, fball wee not run from chem ag faf,
when we fee what we have overcaken? He thac haflily
rakes up an hot Iren, becaufe he (aw noc che rednefs, will
foonridhishands of it, when he feels it fick to his fins
gers and burn his fle(h,

Though drunkennefs, gluttony, whoredomes , gainful
cozenage, oppreflion and pride, once {eemed very amia=
ble and alluring to degenerate unreafonable finners,
whilelt they Rrongly imagined they felc the fweetnef8

and profic of them; yer fhall chey feem fo Aill wﬂm |
chey
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! they have feen whac fad workchey have lately made- 2-
§ mong(t us? how they have laid thoufandsin cheir graves,
¥ and made our flourifhing Cicy cofall onheaps, as if it
W would become a kind of common Tomb toits dead In-
W habitants; toferve as 2 Monument to Pofterity , who
W fhould find Wricten upon ity Here lie the fraits of fin,
8 Shall we doce upon a painted poyloned Harlot, and thac
8 afcer che Varnith is fallen off , and the poyfon revealed
& Shall we fitl roke and play with the Serpent, after we
|ﬁ have heard his hiffings, and felt fome effe&s of his en-
8 venomed fling ? God forbid thar we (hould be fo wilful
& and foolilhy coimbraee the dart chac hath murdered our
B friends, to courc the flames chac have burnc our houfes,
iy and will do worfethanall chis?
B Asthen our calamitiestell us to the quick, that God
i hath obferved and alcogether diflik’c our wayes, fo we
i fee chere is Mercy manifefted in thefe Judgements,whilft
{they tend ro rouze us out of our fecuricy, to convince us
i of the mifchievous nature of fin before we feel the worft
-“é_uf’ ity and afford us ground of hope, that upon our con-
Wiction and reformation there is yet niercy to be obrain-
ed forus, If then we have any regard to our Makers
plealure, or ourowninterelt; if we have any ingenuity
ror love to our felves, let us hearken co thele earnel® cslls
Lot a compaflionate God, and fpeedily accepr of moti-
\ons for peace upon reafonable terms, leaft our continy-
% ed (fubbornnefls (hould provoke him to refelve concerns
singus; that fince we accepred not , nor improv'd the
A fpace he allorted us to repent in, henceforward all
figns and profeffions of Repentance thall come too late
|} £oprevent our ruine : Andchat feems to be another Lef-
fon which thefe Judgements teach us y That if we con-
#emmn them, and difregard God [peaking to us by them 5 there is
great hazard that this our incorrigiblenc(s, and firange fFye
pidity, will procure onr final averthrow, If we reje&t the
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Sceprer of Grace which hath been held forch cous, whag
can we expet but chacic fhould be wichdrawn , and'g:
frightful Sword fecup inits place ? If we are as refolved:
to hold fafk our fins, as Phraoh was 16 keep the Ifracelites,
our refolucions may coft us as dear as his did him,
Though our God be long«{uffering, yer will he alwayes
bear @ Will he nzver do more chan gencly lafh us, and*
then wait to (ee what good his ftroaks do upon us?' Jg8
we [hall (till make void his expe&tations of our amends"
m-nt, will he nor ac length take another courfe wich usp
Harh no: God been as it werelaying fiege to the hears:
of this pzople, and fummoned us again and again o
make a furrender of our felves to him, ufing thofe feye=™
ral Engines thar mighe ferve co bacrer our hardnefs, and’
prevail withus? Andif we fill hold out againft him,
rejefing the gracious meflages he fends us, {lighcings
the Warning-pieces he hach thor off, what have we o' @
look fornexc, buc chat his Murdering Canans fhould §
be planted againit us * Thac as by his [aft a& of hoffili="
ty be burnc one of our chief Forts, fo he fhould proceed
edlevel all roche ground. If God hath fmote fome of
us with che Sword , ochers wich the Peflilence, and o=
verchrown fome of us as he overchrew Sodom and Gonor=
rahh , and yer we will not return to him; may we not 48
fear chat ourdefolacion is as near as cheirs was who were
thus guilty , andof whom Ged thus complains? Awas 4,
The continuance and groweh of fin und.r a {marring
Rod, adds anhigh degree of hainoufnsfs chereto, which
is ufually followed with a vengeance proportionably heae -
vy. When a Nation (hall felemnly bid defiancs to
the moft High, and engage in 2 War with the Lord of
* Hofts , fighting againft him by renewed Rebellions, a8
he againft chem by reinfore’ Judsements, we may eafi-
Iy know who’slike to come by the worft: He hach Ar= &
soWs 1n his Quiver againft which the rockieft fAupid
hearc
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B heart is but a weak defence, which can f(hatter 10t0
E pieces thofe who will not be foftned : And he hath fre-
&q_u:miy:xp:'eli bis' unalterable -will to conquer unre-
! Jenting finners , andthat he will even take pleafure in
% fubduing fuch four fpirits whom nothing before would
*wwkupon .ot bring ro take notice of his hand firerche
¥ ouc againft them..  OF thofe who profanely cried, thac
¢ his ;r:'r'd was but wind, and that fﬂlf}'j-'. auld never [ee evil ; he
& b-eacens that chis #erd of hisy whichthey fcoff'd at fhold
"f. le fire in the month of ks Prophetsy and the peaple fhould Le
&f wood 5, Fer.5.13514. And Ezek.5.13. Having before fpo-
W ke nof all the fad things he would bring upon a fubborn
H‘ people, he adds 5 T ims fhall mine anger be accomplified,and
W) fury reff upom themy and Lwill be gomforied, and they fball
W ko that 1 the Lerd have [poken it dnmyzeal , when 1 have
,ﬁ accomplificed Y fur) in them. Whoecan in realon expect
B that God (hould alwayes maintain his' creatures in be-
#ing , and continue their comforts y whilit they imploy
i their life and alltheir mercies againft him who gave them
I¥boch ? Would nor a Prince racher impoverifh and de-
:ﬁﬁmy any part of hig Dominions, than lec it ferve only
$for an harbour and fupply to his mortal enemies ? Oh
that, England may not hear that doleful word pronounc’e
concerning her, which Ifrael once did, Exck. 7.6. Anend
s come, the end 25 come o it watcheth for thee , behold it s
,1‘ came. . Let usnot go on ro provoke the God of heaven
2 to poure our upon us all the plagues thac are threatned
®to chofe whom no former means will reclaim, to de=
cree 2 Conlumption by Sword or Famine , or any the
Plikedeftioyers. Youthaehave no regard to your fouls,
® methinks fhould be more concerned for your temporal
welfare, your lives, your friends, youreftates , than da=
ringly to hazard all for the fervice of {ome bafe luft,
which will buc repay you with damnation aclaft, befides
all the hure itdoeg in the mean time to your felves , and
thole
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thofe abouryou, Oh be perfiwaded at length, to take

picy on the Land of your Narivity ; yea,torake pity on
your {elves, your children ; and the Wives of your bo-
fome 2 How could you bearit to have thefe ravithe from |
your fides , and murdered before your faces 3 or worfe }
than murdered by ghaflly famine ? when you thould fee
them, and feel your {elves , asic were , kill'd by piece-
meal ;5 yea, when your raging hunger (hould make you |
wifh for, and halten one anothersdeath » and caufe you 'i
to take away life from them to whom you gave it , and
your bellies to become the Tombs of thofe who came
from yout loins 2 Ah Sirs:y whac refle@ions would voy
have 1n{uch a doleful day asthisyon your former delica=
ciesand riotous excefles?” Would not che memory of |
your paft fulnefls, and the abufe of ic, helpto tear your'
hearts, as much as prefenc want would do your bowels ?
And know, that plenty of Gods creatures which we now.
enioy, 1s not {o much’ an argument thac this evil (hall
never betide us, as our finful lavifhing of them in glug-
tony and drunkennefs, is, char it may, Sin hath brought
thefe; and worfe than all chefe things upon divers King- |
domes: God grantictay not npon ours. And theres
fore do T mention chem, not ro encreafe the unproficable
fearsof any, buc to flir us up all ro thac repencance |
which is moft likely to prevent them » or will be fureto
fecure us from any confiderable hurt by them. But ifyou |
cry-only, God' forbid thar ever fuch things thould hap- |
pen, and yer eake the dire® way co procure them, ’ts
your [elves only muft bear che blame, as well 25 feel the
~ fmart. Fair warning hath been givenus by what we have
already felr, and we may now conceive God faying to usy
Go your wayes, [in no morey leaft wors things come anto youe
And if fuch admonitions as thefe, To loudly and {o (marte |
Iy uccered, fhall be difregarded, whar ereater fenflefnels ,
can beimagined ? Or what more prefagine and defer«
ving
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wing ruine, than {uch a {enflefnefs and affeéted fupidicy?
IAnd ler none be fo weak or inconfiderate, astoimagine,
God aims not ac them , nor hath any controverfie with
fehem , becaule they have hicherto felclittleor nothing
Iof thole Judgements that have been abroad in the Land ;
Wnor let any profligate Atheifts add chis to the reft of theix
Mrrational arguings againft a Providence, chac they thf:I"Pl-
lves who contemn it, live fecurely and ar eafe, whilf
nany thac believed and reverenc’t ic, fuffer under the
Wevericy of its Difpenfarions : Nor let them hence con-
ifirm themfelves in practifes as bruitifh as thefe Opini-
Mons (which. were principally minted for their fakes ) ouc
Wof a conceir, thar all danger is far from chem,; or ac leaft,
ac they are no more obnoxious than others, For, to take
%ﬁthcﬂ: dangerous miftakes, it istobe confidered, that
the defign of thefe fad Providences is by no meansto be
gonfined ro thofe parcicular perfons upon whem they
pave fallen heavielt ; buc their Errand is to warn ajl,
whilft chey firike fome , which is no way difficult to be
pprebended. A Warning-Piece {hot off by an Enemy
Mho hath befieged 2 Town, though it mighe happily hure
Home fingle Town(man, is neverchelefs direGted roall s
B Beacen when i is firedy gives warning as much to the
fwhole Country , as to him on whofe ground it ftands,
9 whofe wood may be imployed for thac fire.  And may
ve not look upon our burning City, as a kind of Beacon
Kindled to give notice to the whole Ifland, that an E-
lemy 1S coming againftus » Such an Enemy as may en-
IRage us all, not totake Arms , buc fuddenly ro lay them
iown, and meet him with fuch humble fubmiffions, and
earnelt {uppiications , as are wone to gain the cheapeft
@nd moft honourable Vi&ory : Thar God, in his deal-
'gSWith tNIIiGn, whofe wayes are cenerally corrupts
£d, layes his firokes upon fome , s bu Juftice even to
them ; chac he creats noc all thus, is meer mercy 3 thac

he
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he takes thefe and (pares others , fome beteer, fom
worfle , 15 purelyfrom his Soveraignty , and ought toba
referr’d to his.own good pleafure 5 and therefore,chough
we have noothep reaflon foric, readily o be acquie(s’g
in.  Bogh Charity, and (frequencly) greac Reafon , fogs
bid us to cenfure their crimesthe greaceRt , whofe (uffersili
ings are fo.: ‘For many cmes we find thac God hath
fingled ouc his faithfulleft fervanes as marks for his (harps
elt arrows ; of which forr of Difpenf(ations, even good i
men lometimes; buc wicked men' alwayes, are’ very ine
competent Judges.  But if any upon this accoungili
thould grow ‘more indifferent to Godlinels , when hig
fees ic will noc fecure its followers ; nay, thac  an emie
nency of 1t doth ofc as much expofe its owners, s heighe!
doth Towers and Cedars to Storms ‘and Lighening 5 148

e therefore think ic rather to be (hunn’d than foughe afsl
ter 5 higargutng will be found as unrealonable as it fg"
dangerous. “Alas, poor blinded Sen(ualifts /' you thae aré
firangers to'the life and livelihoody and the grear cond
cerns of Immorral Souls, lictle know che fecrery happp it
tranfadtions betwixe them and their God , in thac verg il
time when you may judge them forfaken of him. Licle®
doyou know how this Godline(s helps to bear ap theit ¥
hearts under the weightiet preffures , and like 2 fecret &
Amulet, intme of Infe&ion , fecures them from che
mifchief of thofe evils with which you may appr:ﬁc'_a{}
them overborn : Wherefore leave them to God and hig?
Judgement , and look you rather to your felves, what ¥
you are tolearn by, and how you oughe roimprove fuch®
kind of dealings 5 even the mercy chat you are fpared,
when: (6 many others are vificed one way or orther, layes”
the greaterengagement upon you to return to him wha
deals {o favourably with you ;- and you maybe (uppos'd®
the ficcer for chis greac and folemn work of Repentancey
in thac Judgements are brought fonear, as may ferve'tos

quicken
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§ quicken and affe@® you , buc ;E[ fand aefuch adiftygce
¥ chat chey may not overwhelm yous |
% And laftly, You may pecceive - thatif gosd Men
W themfelves undergo fo miuch , ic’s tihe for you to lgok
¥ abouc you.  If Jadgement bégin ' ar the houfe of God 5 what
8 fball the end be of thofe who vbey notthe Gofpel'? You may
W Hence learn, that it is not becaufe you are berter,or more
W ih Gods favour than others who (uffer y that you feem to
B fare beteer than they: 2nd ic may tkerefore caft you inco
N 4 fear, lealtyour punifbment be referv’d a while, be-
W caufe ic hatl bee laid on for every fob21.30. If the
% Children be' now correSed , Baftards fhall not alwaies
8 go unpunifbt. ~ You cannot then conclude , thac they
gewho havefdrank deepeft of this Cup, were finners above
w all char dwelcin England:buc this you may conclude,that
b excepe you Repent, you [ball all | ikewife perifb. |
* Even temporal deftruftion, as I have (1id » you have
reafon ro expe&t ; butif you take {uch comminations as
aWords of courfe; which Preachers are il filling theears
Jof their people withall , o more to be regarded , chan
< the filly Prediftions of Aftrologers, and do hereupon
Sharden your felvesin fin, asif no danger was near, know
3t for certain , that (uch miferies are cotning upon you
t8s you (hall neicher know how to prevenc, nor ever re-
Sove from off you,And that’s che lafrching I fhal men-
ftton,which thefe Calamiries (uggelt to us,That they who are
@0t bettered by them, nor any other means thar in this life time
jre s’ d with thems | [ball ar lenoth be covered with confufion
Wind Lye donn in thofe forrows whichwill adwssic of wo relief,
Wlnd sbence there foall beeno relesfe. cannot certainy
2y, butyou may firecch your fefves upon your beds of
geale, and continue your pleafant dreams ; yet 2 while
glonger. - Perhaps you may faugh and play away the re-
Inainder of your daies , a3 youhave done ail thac weng
efore ; youmay yer hwE few more melry meerings
) and’

-
-




(48) N
and pleafing enterfainments s you may be foaded with
riches, crowned with rofe-buds, glucced wich flefhly de= -
lights, and may keep up:your wonted heighe of pride and
bravery, infomuch that in your own efteem:, and inalf
theirs, - who judge of perfons and rhings by they fame;
falfe rules, you may. pafs for the only happy men in the ¥
‘World s Bueyet 1 canand dare fay, thar chongh yours ;
Lives and your Pleafures {hould be thus: prolonged ans
hundred years, ‘you afe buc miferable men , - whofe waieds
are now accurféd , as yourend {ball bee,  Even all thig
while the vengeance of God hangs over your hieads, likey
aSword by a Twine-thred ,. and will {horly falkupon
the Scalp of fuch as goonin their trefpafles; It purfues
you at the heats, and [hf:-ugh it {eem to Larry, wall qgh'l" .
rainly overtake you, - However :you ‘may mif-call his
Pacience , iyoufhall finde thatr'God 1s no more flack
concerning his Threatnings; than-his Promifes; - -Inthe
}Jﬁ!ﬂd l’.rjc h{‘:'i' Lﬁ?'d‘ II{FE?'f 25 A f:;_gp . ;Inj ;frg Frine ;'_;,- .?_”Ed . #F&’
full of mixture s and be ponretly o4 of the [ame ; apd though
they fhould efcape when it is poured out , Vet the Dregss
Ifﬂrﬂﬂf ) all the wicked o j'rf,v: :r:‘?‘.ﬁi‘rﬁmﬁ wring themi o8ty dﬂé
drink them,Pfal:75 .8 Thefe are tbe diftinguifhing judges
ments which fhatl light upon theungodly , . andnone but:
them, Then at lengch fhall men difeern Lerween the
pighteorts and tiie wicked; berween bim that ferverh:Gody ank
Bim that [erveth bimnor : when that day cometb that: [balk,
byrn as an Oven o and all the prowdy: yea, vall that do wished=.
Iy hall be as [tulibles | e
Whatever falle confequences wanton Sinners dran. |
from Gods forbearance of them in chis day of . his: patiss
ence, orfrom:his promifcuous dealing with good and
bad in chis ftate of tryal , they fhall foon be freed from
their minakes, whenthey fhall finde and feel , in what
adifferent manner cthey are treared in the other lifes

This will make them acknowledge , that verily rf.‘fﬂaﬂ'i
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W God, 2a R;E?J[EOH? God, nho };‘;ﬂ:fr‘ in the earth, Here
W indeed chey were Neighbours, and had bodies alike ,
§ and might therefore dye by the fame Difeales: Their
& houles were joyned , and might cherefore burn together;
b buc cheir fouls were not alike. nor fhall they fare alike, or
w live together any longer , but berwixe chem will bee 2
W great Gulf fixed , over which there will be no paffing for
H the perfons , nor any tran flation of their conditions one
hito another. Though you mighe remove your dweliings
Wandfcapc the Infe&ion , or have efates of chat nature
“ thac Fire did not confume them , yee all your refuges
will fail, when thefe laft woes (hall bee brought upon
you. Then (hall the fcorners who made light of threat=
Jnings , thac hid srenifelves mnder fallbogd o @nd made lies
“Ctheir refuge, finde , thac cheir Covenant with dearh (kall Le
difannylled otheir agreement with fel frall not ftand : When
#ehis overflowing fcourge fhall pafs chorow the ungodly
#World, chey (hall all be trodden down by 1. Though
W8ehey mighe efcape Sword and Plasue , Fire and Famine,
iyecHell they (hall never efcape. And are chere any
Bhat own the name of Men, and defire che reputation of
@Chriflians, of fuch 2 defperare Infenfiblenefs of their
own concerns, that the known cercainty of infinite ever-
plafling cormenrs, in cale they hold on their prefent
@eourie , will give them neither check nor diverfiony
gouch indeed who can thorowly perfwade chemfelves ro
gbe Infidels, may poflibly live in 2 ftupid peace, till they
are broushe with che Devils,to Lelieve and tremble, But for
gthem who take on them ro believe a] thatisin the Go.
#ipel,and yer walk in chofe very waies,co which chis Golpel
Jthreacens everlalting deflru&ion , may we not admire
SWhar (irance devices they have got , to keep them(elves
Peaceable and fteady in this their furious march to Dams
ation? 'Wha, Sirs, have you a belief for what Scrip-
gure cells you of che weightie® and moft concerning
D a mag-
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maceers in the World,and yet can you alwaies drive thepy
out of your thnﬂghts ? Do you think 1c Gf no cgmfeq:i:nr.:
to confider where the way will end , _in which you are %
walkine with fo much confidence ¢ Do you not know S
well enongh, thac if you never turn ,  yon are certainly
andone > And thar whil’ @ you delay ic, you run fuch an-
hazard as every man in’s right wits wonld beware of 2 E=
very ftep you tread being upon fuch 2 dangerousprecipice, -
that noching but the mercy which you daily abufe, and®
whichwill not alwaies beat fich ufage , keeps youfrom:
falling headlong? And when once it’s wichdrawn,down
you go, and are loft forever. Isthis your cafe, and can.
you ot fpare time to think how to get out of ic? AhY
Sirs, f2d and (erious thoughts will be good cheapin the
other World : As much as you fear and (han them now, S
then you thall bee fufficiently hatnted with them ; but
as ferviceable 2s now they might be , then they (hall no==
thing availyou. Tothinkin time which way to avr_':i&!’-
perdition, {hould not, mechinks bee fo tedious and un=
pleafant to thofe to whom it is fo neceflary’, and may be
as advantagtous : bu if chis be negledted, to think what
you have brought your {elvesto, and how firangely and
wilfully you have doneic, fhalffill you with a fadnefs:
that will break your hearts, but nothing berrér yours
eftates. 'What thén-are thofe dreams wherewith you s
delude your felves into a quiet continuance in an ungodss
Iy ftate, which is like to prove fo bitter in the end?
What do you thinkit"sbe@ co go on a while longer; that
gou have yettime enough beforeyou ? But do you well §
. confider , how dear this/irt/e while lunger may coft }'Eﬁl?
Have you any ground to expet to bee waited on much +
longer? Doth not the time of patience feem expiring? |
Ate not the years wherein God refolv’d to try you, Whit
fruit you would bring forth, rear toanend ? Andisthis
atime'to dally with the Almighty, when hee’s comings

forth
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foreh [ofeverely to reckon with you? If: your Sun fec-
¥ ting,and yer do you loyeer? s che Ship finking,and are you
Wyec uncelolv’d whether you had beft (hifc for you felves 2
' Cereainly they who take not this as a fic [ealon for Re-
Mpenrance, would by cheir good will never Repent, and
B&*cis o be fear'd naver will cull ic 1s coo late,

B Bucfurcher, you are not I hope,fo vainasto conceic,
B that chere is any other way befide found Repentance;and
f_‘é;rhumw Converfion , to fecure your felves from thac
B wurach which is denounc’t againit, and will certainly
. come upn_n [hg C,{Ji;d?‘f}j ﬂf D!ﬁ}bfrﬁfﬂfﬁ'- If you bﬂliﬂ"ft
i he Scripture, which I now fuppole you do, you cannot
witharbour fuch a conceic, whichis there fo ofien and fo
ainly concradided : And asfar, methinks, you (hould
be from imagining , if chis wrach be not thus prevented,
tkac ever it can wich any patience be endured, or by any
e m:;ng_rgmw’d. Do youindeed rake hell for a tollera-
Iqulc elil ? even more tollerable than an holy hearc and
i ife,by which ic might be avoided ? In how dark and
88 lind 2 Race are they who run from thetr felicicy as an
f* urcful ching ? And inhow fad a cale, whom naching
W8bur woful experience will convince of this miftake ? Bac
[@what, do you ever hope to be able to contend wich the
_ Moft High, to grapple wich Omnipotence it {elf ? Do
ou think you can as ealily relft his Power, as you could
v difobey his Commands ? If this thould once become
s he only refuge that's lefc you , woe to you thatever you
i were born. Did you ever yer hearof any that entred
i@ the Lifts wich God and prevailed ? thac overcame him
by Arong hand > Should all the Infernal Hofls joyn
® forces wich rebellious finners, how utrerly unable would
8 they be for one minuce co withRand che conquering Arm
. of the Almighey? And canfd thou a fingle man, anim-
i potent worm, do any thing againft ic? Why, doft thou
fiot know thac a frown of his coungenance 1s erough to
D3 daif
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dath ail créaced courage ? the breath of his mouth fuf-
ficienc to defroy cthe world? If chou be fuch 2 coura-
glous man as to venture upon the Divine difpleafire,
thou fhouldt have gone and plac’c diy felf inthe midf
of oneof Londuns burning Areers, and have tryed how
thou couldft encounter the fury ef thofe flames, and
how much chey would have valued thy oppofition ; and
thence thou might’ft learn what Man can do againft his
Maker , oragainft any of * his creatures thatgo forchta
deftroy with Commiflion from him, Do bue imagine chy -
felf hurl’d into the midft of thofe burnings, and there
to have been kepe alive whiif® they lafled | (whichis no
difficuley to him that made che wotld of nothing) how
could} thou have born fuch a lodging, even but for chree
daies {pace ? But what if ic had been for fo many thon-
fand years ?>. Bethink thee then howthou cant dwell with
everlasting burnings ; which will be the undoubted porti-
onof all unpardoned, unconverced ones. Do you ‘not
indeed hEIE:::fE:, that Chrift will come in ﬁ:-wmﬁ ﬂre to take
vengeance on thens that would not ol ey the Grfrel 2 And whis
ther will you then betake your felves? or to whom will
you flie > When not only a Ciry or Kingdome, but all
this lower world fhall be of a flame ; when the Heavens
fhall pafsaway swith 4 nojfe, and the Eleménts Jhall melt with
fervent hear s when an unquenchable fire (hall be kindled
above, and belew, and on every fide you, where do you
hope for thelter 2 To cry our to Rocks and Mounratns
to fallon and cover you, will chen lircle avail yous O
who can ffond Lefore the Lord when bhe is angry 2 who knoms
the power of his wrath? Bur (hall nor the demonfirations
and appearances of ic, which you have already beheld,
preven che farcher bold expofure of vour (elves thereto?
Have you not had a kind of glimplz of hell flathipe be-
fore your faces. and will -ic nothing daunc you p Wiil
you like thofe Exek. 5. 7+ Go vz of one fire 5 to be devon-

red
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ved by another 2 Will you goonikei an- Oxe ro the
flaughcer,"when you are rold whither you are going, and
cheinfirumentsof death are laid before you? Will you
#ill believe chac che stoin warers which folly affords are
_,‘i;:m:’ That her bread eacen in _r'_e'f?'r: pfpfcf*;' 7 p;':.-sjl.-;a: ?
When it is revealed to you, that her provifions are baics,
and cheir plealure moreal 5 chat the dead-are there, and ber
(former) guefis in the depths of heil. Will yeu go on to
carry fewel to that pile wherein you your (elves muft be
confumed? Will you ftillimbrace and cherifh cnofe lufts
that will, like an unnatural Monfter ; gnaw oucthe bow-
els of thofe thac nourith them, and feed upon the {laugh-
cer and ruine of cheirdeareft lovers2 Will nothing al=
fay the Adulcerers hears, till they turn to the fire that
» mever goes our 2 Will che. Drunkard. (wallow dewn his
immoderate draughes , till ac length: he be ferzed with
Dives his thirlt, never tobe quenche 2 'Wall the fond a-
dorers of the riches and Gallancry of the world contt»
nue cheir dorage , ull they fee cheir Gold and Silver
melced , and not only their ftacely houfes, but their
b fruicfal:Lands in flames about their ears, and all that
| wherein they gloried vanifhing into{moak andalhes;
and (hall find chemfelves inwardly tormented by their
inordinate love tochefe Idols , more than by any fire
whereirito theymay be plung'd 2 The good Lord open
the eyes and change the heares of thefe {ecure and fenfe-
lefs ones , and (hew them the hell thac 1sin finie felf,
| thac they may never feel thac which tr procures; thac
they may difcarn:h:m.ﬁrj and deftraction that 2sin their
wayes ) before their wickedne[i barn as the fire , and devours

them like Lriars and thornsylfa, 9.18. ;
But befides the laofe and grofly profane, there ate
multicudes to be feeq who feem far moreferious | and
berter affeted with Gods Judgements -abroad in the
Land, efpecially they upon whom they have fallen hea-
' D4 Vii¥.
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vily. ~ But alas|.how many of thele are theremore aps
prehenfive of their outward lofles; chan of the fins thar
broughe them? *Such who would have thought them- i
felves well enoughhad chey butk_epn theirgoods, though
their fins alfo had been kepr with them ? How happy
would thefe menbe , if their fitnefs for comfort was 15 4
greac as cheir need of itis? But how fad a cafeis it tg !
have the world frown upon us, and God frown teo? o
be deprived of temporal enjoyments, and deflituge of g
Ipiricual bleffings ? to have our Idols fnat{:ht away, and
to be unacquainced. wich the true and living God? Bug
that I may not feem to aggravace your grief , and bring
you nothing but [2d tidings, know, though I cannot fpeak
a word of comfort to you whilfk you continue in your o
prefent carnal frate 5 yerwould you bur make hafte out
of the fame, thereis great Mercy before you, and away
open for your accefs ro that Grace whence you may re-
ceive an abundanc fupply for. all your wants, and true \J
joyin the mid@@ of your troubles.  And merhinks thig®
fhould revive you , tohear that your condition is nog
yet miferable,; palt all remedy : What chough you
ihould never recover to your former heighe and fulnefs
inthe world, yer if. your pride and covetoufnefsbe a-
bated, and your hearts by Grace raifed nearer to Gody
as a pledge of -your being (hortly raifed to Glory, you =
will have no reafon to complain of chat abafement 'which
was the beginning and occafion of this happy exaltati=
o. Happyindeed are theythacthus rife by cheir fallsy
and being thrown to the earch, thereby rebound che highs :
eI towards heaven: And chis happinels, Ifay, you are:
yet in a capacity of atcaining to; which priviledge, was
wrightly apprehended , mighe well rake off from the
lenie of any otherill circumitances you are plunged Ine
to 3 and was it carefully improvd, would niake a full a-
mends foi' whateyer lofles you have fuflaived. And now
(1 - ' )
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ito fet in.good earneft about this workof gaining heaven
Winflead of earch, will be found the quickef and che
Sure(t courle to make you fo rich, and ro fet you in fuch 3
h;iying way, aswill not only recompence your lofles,
Mibuc keep you frem ever being greatly impoverifhc any
Kimore. ‘Thisto theworldly wife, I know, will feem very
Nglrange, and far from any appearance of truth: They
®who knew nothing better forman than tobe rich, and
ylive high in the world , cannotimagine which way he
ican make advancage of being broughe info a poor and
t- Jow condition and as lictle can they imagine, what chat
a8 in all che world which can make amends for fuch mif-
wdorcunes, (aschey call them) excepr they may be repaid
pulin kind. If by lofing an hundred chey could gain a thou-
dand , or mifling one Trade could light wpon another,
"ywith quicker and becrer returns, they could well enough
Myunderftand chis ro be 2 gaining by their. lofles; and he
W8ehac could ceach.chem chis notable are (hould be a wel-
Sigome man, a Comforter indeed: Bucif you fend them
ifo look after greacmartersin another world , to repair
fibeir damages in this, and o ger their fouls enrich,
vhen chey feel their bodies pinche, chisisbut cold com-
tfore, dry and unfavoury difcourfe to the poor worldling,
gilrbole feeling s allhisfaich, who feeming to himfelf a
{eer lump of fleth, minds and relithes only earthly
things. And accordingly their behaviour too plainly di-
geovers thefe cheir unbelieying and carnal apprehenfions
wand affeGtions, For fince the hand of Gad was upon them,
igah not thisbeen in a mannerall the trouble they have
el tochink what a breach is made upon their eftates,.
a@nd whac fair hopes are blafted , many likely proje&is
agom’n to juft nothing , and the fruits of their long la-
EPour and care {uddenly vani(he; {o chac chey who thoughe
ftheir Nefis well feachered ( as they ufe to fpeak ) and
fgoemiclves warm and fecurely plac’t therein, are now
un
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unroofted, and many of them put co begin che worldge
new ? And hach not this baentche very fum of af] fuch
mens contrivances and endeavours , how' they mishe fig)
2gain to cheir belt advantage; ‘and foonefrger ‘up ' whag
they haveloft, ‘and moft fuccelsfully purlue their forme
defigns of growing rich? R:fle& uponthy felf, Reader
whether chis hach noc been thy very courle and ‘frame, if
chou arc one whom che fire hach unfeccled, oy
If youask me , wherher chen I condemn your care g
make provifion for your felves and families, and whes
ther 1 would have you racher fic' fill and Rarve; chag)
look out for needful and feafonable fupplies? 1 anfwern
Though T am far from faying chis ought nor ro be* dongys
yet I muft needs fay, there is fomething which® oughe
far lefs to be lefr undone, and both may very well Rand
together. ' For I'hope your fouls are of as much valig
as your bodies, atd cheir happhefsought to be as diliss
gencly and fpeedily looke afrer ¢+ Now mechinks the
coftly experience you have had of the vanicy and infabiss
licy of ¢chefe ourward chings,” thould give you very fulls
conviétion that your happine(sis hocplac’e in them, '.md
that he is very unwife who puts confidence in fuch dess
ceitful riches chat muke to themfelves wingsy and’ flee aways
Shall noc chis chen put you upon a careful (earch, whethet
chere is nothing to be found ouc char is more folid, duras
ble,and {atisfying? And if you follow on chis fearch asyous
ought, you will conclude wich Solomm , afcerall his fol=§
licicous enquiries after Good, and his clear difcoveress
of the vanity of thecreature, Thas o fear God, and ke
bis [:r.?.-t.w indments, is the whole daty of min, Er:.z‘.':‘{‘.Iz.I 3 i
And not his ducy only, but his greateR intereft, evenit
this life, but efpecially in thac which 1s tocome, which
feems coucht in the following words of the ‘Wife Mafss
Vere 14. For God [ball bring every work into Tadgement; WHaS

ﬂ""r}'ﬁ”f—*fr‘f‘fﬂg whether it be poed , or whether it be evil- |
s : ‘:,'_ hn i
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B Andif ‘he dofo; we may be fure hee’l treat men aca
M cordingly, and will; ashe hath promifed , make thofe
‘L hac have ferved him everlaftingly happy,_yfhen the
W@wicked (ball be adjudged o their threarned milery. Why
Mjwill you not then turn about, and chanige your defiresand
Miendeavours, ' and be as indulitious for holine(s and - the
Whappinels chac ever attendsit, as you have been for the
W world , wherein, through your own foolifh forbidden
l expectations, and inordinate love, you have met with: fo
i 'uch \’E?:Etiﬂn aI‘Id diﬂl[iifﬂ&lﬂﬂ? Y'D.Ll fﬂf: hﬁw 1C h!th
iy erved you afcer you 'haw:_ia'[:gaumd for it fo Iong, and im-
brac’cic wich fo much affe@ion and deamnefs : ics fled
!H_ fom you in a crice, and hach lefr you defolate. Why
nerefore (hould you truft it any more , to expofe yolir
Ives at every turn co the ill effedis of itscreachery ;
S®Which is indeed but Juftice to chofe whofe heares are firfd
Wereacheroufly departed from God? ‘If you be falfe to
[E§our Maker, never expe&t the creature fhould be trueto
filyou : No, affure your felves, it will break from you
Bilben you chink youhave it faft; and forfake you when
jifou need ic moft ; andwill no more hearken'to you, when
padou call, and roar, and mourn after ic , than Baal did
1|,.l 0 - his Worthippers :  Torment your felves never
gl® much for its abfence ; as they, we read g : flathe
ghcmielves with Knives and Lancers, yec it wifl
‘ feicher pictie nor regard you, “And chough it thould re-
fain wich you as long as you live , yet ac deach ic will
2ave you, with your heare broken ar che parting , and
@il afford you no relief in that hour of your extremitie,
imuch lcfs in thae fate Wwhereinto you muft then depare.
EBAnd what will you fill 1absur for the wind , and feg
Byour beare upon chat which is nor » Surelie you have fele
gienoush to make you more warie and wife ; wherefore
geome ratherand once make experiment,, whether God
A il I:aw:_ you as the world hath dope, and is like to do;
iWiether his promifes are no tiver than igg flacceries 5
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fehether Grace be as frail and perithing a thing ; asche. |
v =
goods you have loft ; whether your heares will not hold
chis Treafure (afer, than your Cheflts cando any other, ¢
My advice to you is the fame with chat of Pauls to Tings= |}
thy, 1 Ep.6. ¢,10,x1,12. Thatavoiding thar refolucion |
taberichy which brings temprations and fnares , that love ?;y

amoney, which 1 the rooe of all evil y yonwonld now follow af=
ter righteonfuefs, collinefs , faith, love, patience, mecknefsy
fogiot the good fight of faith, and lgy hold on eternal life. And*
if you will be perfwaded herero, fec about the work™
in good earnclt, plyic hard, and never give off cill you
have made fomething of it. Remembzr you are laboyr=
ing for an Eftace thac will never be loft; and reft mot™
rill you have got thofe affections on God, and the things =
above, which you were wont to lavi(h upon things bes 5
low. ~And when you have dope this, your work i1sing "
mannetr ﬁnifh; : Forche Way to have Gﬂd and Chnﬂ ;
Grace and Glorie to be yours , is to defire after; and™
love them more chanall thingselfe. When once you
have got your hearcsin heaven , you have got a rreafure™
¢here : Whatever other duties are required of you, will S
be found nacural and eafie , when you are bur principled®
wich a prevailing, deep-rooted love of heavenlie things.™
'‘And one would chink it no hard ching to accain fuch holie ™
sf:Qions, if firl you willbuc well and dulie confider's
che worchlefneGs of all chings elfe , till you are cur'd of8
your exceffive and undeferved admiracion of them 3 and ™
then will be as much in medicacion of the excellencié;
¢he fuirablenefs, the fufficiencig of chofe things thac are
snvifible and eterpal 3 and how greac reafon you havey
and what engagements you lie under to fix and fercle:
your-hearts upon them. Confider well what you oweto
the giver and prefecver of your life, and all che comforts
of it s and how you oughe to fand affefted roward bim
who thoughe not his own uavaluable Bloud roo g00d ta

be hed for fuch inners as we, Think, 1f you have fuch
3!
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W % thing within you, 4san immortal Soul , whéckerthé
'8 healch, and fafety, and felicity therecf, bee nor of far
88 orearer moment and woith, than the profpericy of the
S8 body : and whether an unexpreffible fulnefs of all ble(-
W& fednefs and joy for evér, defervenot more eftéem, than
W any of the (hore tncertain advantages and delights which
B\ this wortd affords you ? Continue fuch kinde of con-
M fiderations asthefe, tillyou feel they have an infly-
fﬁ_ence upon your fouls , to change-the bent and firezm
Mgl of your affections and inclinatiods. . And be diligent in
iy the ufe of all other mearis appointed by God, for the be-
g ginning and carrying ona work of grace 14 the hearcof
Li iman ; and above all, bee very importunate {utrers at
" ithe Throne of Grace, that God would beflovr vpon
kat you his holy fpiric, which he bath premifed o thofe thax
ni sk him; chac by the power hereof, Yourmindes may
"Wbe enlichtned to 4 right apprehenfion of things, and
Byour affections fironly carried out to that which beft de-
iferves them, that you may be broughe, wich che Apofile,
BiBnot fo much t6 lookar , or bee concern’d for, thofethings
_ i hich are [een, which are rfmrpﬂrﬁf, as for Ié’{iff which are ngs
Wi een, which are eternal.  And fér the future, lecchisbeg
fbvour chiefe(t projet, howto gainheaven, andtothis
girefer all your labours and cares. Though it bee not the
[@fonly , yet if icbee the principal trade you drive on, t6
yebehrive and grow in Grace , till atlength it fhall bee im-
1 #prov’d into fuch a flock of Glory’, as will neverbe (pent 3
Lto manage all your Talents to the beft advantage ," as
Lbmay redound moft to your Mafters honour , and bring
W §ou in the richeft increale 3 daily reaching forth anto thefe
B0 things which ave before pre(fing toward the mark , forthe price
88 of the bigh calling of God inChriftJefns. Thusfet your bearcs
¥ and faces Zion-ward, looking npon your paflage throuel
i thislnwe_r World, only as a joutney to, and preparati};n
i for the higher. And having fo nghtly fixe your end and
r your
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yourwork,, taking your felves here bue for Pilgrimsg ind
Strangers, then{er about yourworldly affairs, and ¢q i
care for the accommodations of life regarding and des.
fiiing them under this notion , as they are conveniencies!
for:a Traveller.  And lec this. true notion of them, mg."
derate and guide all your defligns and undercakings; Le
the utmoft of your ambition be te maincain your felves,
and thofe that depend upon you , {0 as you may be fig"
teft to do the fervice God' hach fer you , and walk ot
comforcably inthe way he hach appo'nted you. Whage
€Ver you aimat mere , let ic.be purely and fincerely fop
the good of others, andthe bonour of Ged. So will
you fulfil the commands; - 1 Tim, 5. 8. Eph. 4.28, and 8
by thismeans you will moft eafily elcape che temptacie
ons which ruine thoulands; who wrong their Confciences

to -encreale their Effaces for will-he fin againft Godgo
ger riches y who defires chem only that- he may theress
with ferve and glorifie.God, Norcan I think thac here«
by you will bave everthe lefs of the World > bucIam §8
lure you will have a great deal more contentment in, |
and more (ecurity of what you {hallthave ; and whenag 8
lengih you come roleaveit, you fhall neither defire ot
need it,  buc (hall bee fupply’d wich char which is jnfia
nitely:beccer; when as thofe who mvere bewitcht incoad
unreafonable fondnefs of cheir prefent enjoyments, (hall
ac [alk irrecoverably lofe both them and cheir fouls toge- R
ther. e
Again, Methinks , your very worldly wifdome and"
felf-love may teach you, chac if you have been, and are W
{till like to bey fo great lofers by Gods difpleafure, your §
only way.is. fpeedily to ufe means for the obtaining of
his favour; that {6 you may eicher {ecure your temporal
pofle@ions , or fomething of more worthin their roos
when-everchey may bee taken from you. = Believe ity
Sirs, there’s norhing of all chag which you grafpwith the
oreat~
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greatélt clofenels, thit you can'keep withyou, whether
B God will or no:  If hee command ic ‘away , it will foon
1,‘_‘,‘-.:'-.: his calls - You may-think of reducing your efiates
%o be of that nature 4 thar they thall be expofed tonoca=
Eualcies; bur all your are will fail you whil'id ch‘is your
enemy. | What feoli(h merchants then are thofe, who
luimake him fo by their difhonef(t waies of gaining? Who will
ibe. found at lengeh to have put the wilt notorious cheat
i lupon themfelves, purchafing che curle of God with their
thnjuft eains, -laying them{elves open to that wrath ircm
hich neicher their wic nostheir wealthcan (ecure them:
Wfor where ever you are, and whatever you bave, you are
alwaics alike naked tohis firoak. Though you fhould
io deepas -Hell to hide your felvesand your rreafure,
can ceafily ferch you thence and pluck you afunder,
WYE chen you have been fo foolifh, 2s by anyway of wick-
;E ednefs wharever to engage God againft you, does 1t not
lilpow concern you to feek afrer and make fuir of his
Eifriend- (hip 2 . Without his leave none of your defigns

mthall rake effet , without bis blefling notbing can. truly
o profper that you take in hand. LExcept the Lord Luild thé
ity they labowr invain that build it, Pfal.127.1, Whast
Wuccels they 4re liketo have , whofe undereakings God
Wil not favour , the Builders of £ale/ caninformyon:
igbuc how mueh his blefling (peeds a work, you may learn

from Nehemiah and his- fellow-builders, Neb. 6. Tothe
BWcn of Ephraim and Semariah, that [aid inihe pride and

WWEostne[s of their beart . that the bricks were fallen down 5 bt
B08bey would ;build with hewen flones | and have Cedars inflead
B8 Sycamores . God threatens ro raife #p adverfaries tkat
4 fhonld j@}ﬂ!ﬁiﬂéﬂ' againft them, the Syrians beforey and the
O Philiftines E-'f,.fm{r,';ﬁ.ﬂﬁ:m!d devenr Ifrael with open mouth.
f y;, 9. 95 10, &c. Asperhaps when you confider the
g Ruines of the Cicy,you Jook no higker than fecond cavfe S,
o ic’s ke youlook nohigher forits reftavration, very

licle




licele thinding what hand God had inthe one ; and fupe
have in the other, before ic be accomplifhe : And whipg
you are chus forgetful of God , and rake noc his bleffipe
along with you, let your preparations be never {o greacy
and your hopes nevet [ohigh , your attemprs will eicheg
be blafted in the beginning, or curft inchie end. = Read
.your doom, Pfal. 28.5. Becaufe {f)e_y regard nof the me
of the Lord , mor the operation of bis hands ; be [ball deftrey
them and nat build thew: up. Buc wolild you give all diligencel
to cleanfe your hands and purifie your hedrts from fin gl
as well 25 to clear your fireers from che rubbifhi; “layinssls
the foundation in true Repentance and a thorow.amend=f
ment of your waied ? thea might you fay with Nebemiah gt
The Gud of; heaven be will Ff‘qugrm’ ;f;grgf,gf-; we bir Ser. . ?ﬂ
vanes will arife and buildy Neb.a.20, This is che way,che ¥
fureft and only way to make a défvlate City Phanix-likes B
to rife out ofic’s funeral Afhes with a new life, andz B
Glory greater thanit had befbre its fall, = Wherefore
Let me ufe the words of Eliphaz , Fob22. a¥;23. 4
quaint now thy felf with Godyand be at peace; thereby gord fbal i
come untothee, [ f thus veturnito the A;’ﬁ;j‘g,ﬁgj > Ij}ﬂﬂ-‘{b‘fp ¢
built zp. - And-when once you have well done this oresf _
work, when youthave got your peace made ‘wich é’ﬂd" % N
and have thade fure of his efpacial love and all the nfer- -f
cies contained therein, you may chearfully g0 about
your lawful employmenis , - depending upon his Provi=
dence, and fubmiccing your felves tohis will , who nes |
ver 1s unmindful of thofe chat do (o,
And now dtlengeh , to thofe thar arzin chis happy B¢
cife; my difcourf(é dlre&s_lt felf, evento you that are ¢
the cordial Lovers and faichful Sefvancs of the oreat |
God; fuch of you thac have born your fhare in'che cifa<
mities that have lacely befaln us, Efpt’:ciﬂly chac h‘i{é
fuffered much by the fury of thofe flames, which, without
making any difference or fheiing any pity , confum'd |
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all that came before ther | fo far 2¢¢heir commiffion
8 wenc: To you, my greac requeftis , thac you would re-
B riiember your felves, raifeup, but yet ¢alm yous pirits ,
I\ noc harbouring any impatience inconfiltent wich che du-
i tifulnefs of Gods children , nor giving wayto any de-
W jection, unbefeceming che dignicy of thar Relation, 'Tis
ia pleafant work which I would put youupon, and which
“.hc who loves your happine(s hath by an expre(s command -
hgm;tdt: your dm:j_,r , €ven ro Ipfﬂ}:ﬁ your [oals in patience, and
ﬁ,ﬂm be chearful in the midt of all your afflictions, Who
l—thcn , thachach caufe for it (and to fuch I (peak) would
ot racher live aceafe , and enjoy himfelf 10 peace and
comfore, thanvexand corture hisown foul by frecting
S fand grieviag
¢ Before I profecute this exhorcation, let mee defire
"8vou not ro miftake me, asif I wascaking you off fromall
?aiiiftriuus and {ober confideration, for which Adverfiryis fo
Wproper a feafon; norfrom thar moderate and proficable
Uiiforrow which (hall flow from this confideration. No,
wiacher | would have you imptove this time for a thorow
t A arch into your ownfouls , whereinic’s like your Con-
gi€iences will bee more than ordimarily awakened, and
eawill deal cruly and plainly wich you. And whatever mi-
arriages thefe tmparcial refleQions (hall difcover, which .
fybecfore you difcern’d not,or made lefs mateer of reprefens
_ithem now as hainous and odious ro your felves as you well
i know how , till you finde your heares wroughe to fucha
meafure of godly forrow, as may fir upin you an unre-
i foncileable harred of che fin, and engage you vigo-
#oully co fec againftic.  You may alfo make advantace
0f your fufferines to promote this Repentance , whil'@
8they (hall helpyou toclearer and more fenfible appres
#hen(ions of che contrariety of fin toGod, and ofits per-
Ictoufnefsto man, whereby you may bee broughe to 2
giliriGter enquiry into’, and a greacer warchfulnels over
jour wales, as you would avoid the grieving of Gods
o E . Spirie,
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Spirit, the wounding of your Confciences, and che (marg
of your flefh. And even now ler the remembrance of
any thing you have done to difpleafe a loving Facher, *
be macter of greater fhame and grief than any affligti-
on which you lie under : Though neither do T go aboue'
to perfwade you to a Stoical Apathie , an utcer infenfi
blenefs of your outward lofles and troubles ; whilft you
have bodies, "tis not tobe expected 5, buc you fhould be
concerned for them, and feel fome kind of refentments
agreeable towhat befallschem : buc yet thefe motions:
and paffions ought to be under the Command of an
higher faculcie, even fanétified Reafon, whole officeitis
to moderate and {ubdue them fe far as her power exs
tends. Wherefore chac which J am advifing you to 1§ ¥
this, that you woutd nor fet the fenfe of your preffures fo
overwhelm you, as to render you unfic for any dutie you
owe to God, or {o as may fpeak yon forgetful of chofe
oreater grounds of contentedne(s and joy whicl
Religion fuggefts, and all fincere Chrifirans bears
aboutr them. And thar chis advice may take the 38
better effeity 1 (hall particularlie (hew what fomg 3
of thofe grounds are, Imean, what reafon you have 4§
¢uietlie and comfortablie to entertain che {harpeft Dif= 3§
penfacions ; and che ferious confideration of thefe, and U
the like realons, may by Gods bleffing, prove an effectus" 3§
al means for the attaining chis frame of Spiric, chey ¥
being both engagements and helps therero. It may feem
perhaps a needlefs labour to fpend words upon this
Theme, whichisfo frequenclie and largelie handled in
many excellent Treatifes wrote thereupon ; upon whiclt
aceounc indeed I (hatl be the briefer, though having this 3
opportunitie, fomething I was willing to fay that might
fuit particularlie to the prefent occafion. Ir may alios
appear unfeafonable anid fuperfluous to adminifter com=
fore ac thisdiftance of time from the fuffering = bur yets
we knowthe effe@sof ic are fill prefen; , perhapsdai=3
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lie encreafing 3 and I wilh thac the forrows of thofe who
feel chem 5 do not anfwerablie continue and encreale,
which is thac I would prevent, or however do fomething
to confirm and fortifie their minds who are alreadie ar-
rived to any meafure of peace and fetclethent ; thac chey
may {ee how realonable and becoming chis cheir carri-
age iy and may now retain; and on all orher the like ac=
cafions, fhew forch che fame.

I. And o this purpofe firlt, let me fuggeft what i¢
moftufuallie infited on by all thac {peak of chis Sub-
je&; namely, chacyouwould confider who is rhe Author
permiffively at lesft ) of allthe tronbles that have coms’n upon

L Jou, evenGod bimfelf. . And let not the commonnef(s of
b thiscruch make it of ever che lefs etiéem with you , buc

rather the more ic is ificulcated, the deeper let ic be ime=
prelt upon your minds. \Why (hould it be of lefs effica-

| &1e now than in Davids daies, whowhen he was confumed
L by the blow of Gods hand 5 yet opened nor his mouth Lecaufe

| ber, God had an hand in what
| dare your heartsrife againft the operations of his hand

ke did ir?  Or in Eli’s daies, who when he heard the
threatnings denounc’ againt his Familie , anfwered, Iz
tthe Lord, lét him do whar [eemeth hin posd 2 Or in Fob’s,

- Who when hie had Ioft all, yec could calmlie {ay, The Lord

gave, and the Lord hath taken away s bigfled be the Name
of the Lord. How effeQuallie then may this allay .all
the difturbances and tumults of go.ur breaft to remem-

ath befalnyou ? and

Whether you confider your felves more generallie rela-
ted co God as his creatures; or more nearlie, as his pec-

| ‘plein Covenane with him through Chrift » you will find

your felves under firong and forcible obligations to thig

duty of {ubmiffion upon many accounts.

_ Isnot God your Maker , he who oave you a being
and hach preferved ic hithareo 3 Is hie mot chen the mcﬁi
proper and abfoluite owner both of you and all chac you

Bz have ?
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have? And fhallhe not then do with you what he pleafe:

without your murmuring or contradi¢tion ? We thar are
now walking upon chis earth; who a few daies fince were
nothing ; that were broughe upon this Stage of life and
adtion, by the will and power of a Being infinicelic a-
bove us, without any contrivance of our own ; had we
any libertie or capacitie of indenting wich our Maker,
that we would not come into the world except on certain
terms, and on condition of fuch and fuch ufage there?
The pot when ic is turming on the wheet , mighe as welk
compound with the Porter of what fornv, and for what
ufe it fhould be made. Fit then it is thac we (hould be ac
his finding and ordering , whofe workmanthip we are;
that we fhould as encirelic render wp eur lelves to his
will, as we proceeded from ic; not chinking wee are
wrong'd if God difpofe of us or ours without asking ous
confent, any more than when he made us. Can he wrong
us who owes us nothing # who may wichout iffjuftice turn
usinto the Grave, or fentence us into our Primitive nos
thingnefs ? If hemay thus take away life icfelf ac bis
pleafure , may he not dothefame by all che comfores of
it > Thac he lenc them for any time was meer bountie;
and is it injultice to withdraw them , or fome parg of
them, when he fees good? As the giving of life laiesno
obligationupon himto continue it ; no more doth his
belfowing of any outward mercies. If youhadonce re=
tiee’d a2 maninwant, thac does not binde you to do (@
alwaies: Or if youhad freelie lenc yourfriend an hun-
dred peund for one year , you are not thereby engag'd
to ler him have it for tenor twentie 4, or to give it him
out-right. And do you thinkte plead prefeription for a
ny of thefe’ enjoyments which were graciouflie lent you
by their ownenfor fo long as he (hould think fit, Rather,
methinks, you {hould difmifs them with thankfulnefs fer
having had them (o long , and chac any ching is yec r::i
ferv’
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ferv’d you. We ufe not to account them either honeft or
ggud-nttur’d, who are as angry _wich their friends waen
they call for what was lent, as if chey came co rob them.
You cannor think fure , thac when God put his gifes inco
our hands, he made them fo abfolurelic yours, that he
aft away his own righe thereto , or his power to recail
them. God chargesicindeed upon the Jews, Hif. 2. 8,
Thar they knew not that re pave them théir corny wine and oil
and multiplied their filver and gold 5 whichchey manifefed
by ferving idols therewich , as they are there accus’d,
And I wilh chis wilful ignorance was noc (till common
inthe world , and che fame evidence given of ity by
mens ferving cheir pride and luxurie wich chofe gocd
chines which were allow’d to other purpofes. Such, I
confels, whofe dependance is very liccle upon God for 2~
ny ching they exp:¢&t or need , Who are not wonit to loox
to heaven for earchlie chings, (though for fathion {ake
thﬂ:{ may ule co{ay, Give us this n’-i_}' o rf:i.e") frf.rd'} but
plac’ctheir chief confidence in their own fubdl projedts
and underrakings ; fuch as thefe do liccle apprehend
' how their Efaccs are the Gift of God , but regard chem
racher as the meer fruics of their own wic or induilry;
and therefore chink their proprietic in them (o abio-
fuce, thac cthey are readieco accufe God himfelf if be
take them away, as if he dealcinjuriouflie with chem.
But you who believe that it 1s invaintorife earlie and
fic up {ate , withour God give a blefling to your dili-
gence , and have accordinglie hada chief refpa& eo his
Providence in all your waies, and received all your
miercies as from hishand ;- will be'far enough, 1 hope,
from fuch grofs mutakes, I you fhould fend your Son
or Servant as Fa&orbeyond S22, and maincain kim there,
and furni(h him wich money for Trading, you would
claim a righe to the eéncreafe he fhould make of your
Stock , aiid would takedc for 4 forrie argument, if he
E3 fhould
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fhould keepic back, and tell you , it had now been (o
longin his hands, that it was not lawful for you to takeic
out. By this Rulethe Steward might decain his Lords
money, if pofleffion conferr’d a right. And much lefg
eafon bhave you to imagine, that whac you may for
fome while poflefs, is thereby alienaced from him whofe
18 the earth and. the fulnefs thereof, *Twas he who made
thatearch, and all thofe creatures, by the having of
which men reckon themfelves rich, and whillt chey pafs
from the hands of one to another, they are neverchelefs
his ; and therefore are men entrufled wich what mea-
fute of them, and for whactime he pleafech ; that they
may improve them to hisglorie,, and when he pleafeth
he calls themin. And thus in the nineth verfe of thac
Chaprer God threatens thofe inconfiderate , unthankful
ones, to firip them of thofe his'mercies which they a-
bus'd. Thercefore (aichhe) will-d return apd take away my
corn in the timerheresf 5 ‘and my wine in the feafon thereof,
and will recover my wooll and my flaxsgiven tu cover ker na=
keanefs. And (hall not God have libertie to do what he
will with his own? You that are Tenants at will , if
your Landlord had warn’d you our of bis houfle , would
have prepar'd to be gone without contending ? Orif for
foms realons which he might nottell you of , he fhould
bave plucke it down , you would fcarce have thought
your [elves concern’d ro quarrel with him for fo doings
fince ic was his own, who could hinder him? And will
you not be as {ubmiflive to God whilft he execures his
righteous pleafure ? Your money , goods and houfesy
weie al| his, more than yours who own'd them, or racher,
who had che keeping of them. Men indeed might not
violace the right you hadtothem, buc in oppofition to
God you had none ; why then might be not burn them
up; ordifpofe of them, as pleas’d him belt ? Even this
earch, which for a while he hach given to che Sons of
a3 ' ; Mean,
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Men, to travel over it to Ecernitie , he will ere fong

caft inco flames , without doing any Injurie, I hope, to

¢he then Inhabicantsof i cthough one may perhaps cry
& ouc for his houle , anocher for his Land, or his Plate and
b Jewels ; which ouccries, be they never fo loud, are like
-i.',tn have no more regard than they have reafon ? And why
! may not God now deal with any pare of chis earch, as
% {hortlie he will wich the whole ? And why may not we
H]' be a5 contented thac he fhould? The fame reafon will
R 100 hold for our fubmiffion to Geds Providence , when
Whe (hall remove our Relzcions, our healch, ife, liberde,
& or any the like comfort , over all which his Dominion 1s
-'ﬁ_;bl’olutc , and cherefore his difpofal oughe tobe accep-
Weable. I mighe allo farther thew how che wifdome,
i‘gmdntfs,and other Atcributes of God 5 engage us te
Wehe fame duties but I am afraid of being tedious, and
W may have occalion to mention them hereafter.
W Buc befide chefe reafons drawn from your common re=
W ation to God 25 your Creator and Soveraign Lord , you
\ehac are his peculiar people, to whom heis become are-
Weonciled Fatherin his Son, may eafilie difcern many
Marcher engagements you lie under, patientlie ro bear all
e allotments of his Providence ;3 but chieflie let me
bring to your remembrance the tenour of thac Cove-
Ranc whereinco you were entred with God, when you
olemnlie gave up your felves to him, and engaged to
gake him for your God. Did you herein capitulace with
_'__IiE‘.I for your ufzgf:. on earth in any ablolute Way , thae
the (hould maintain youin healch, wealch, and worldlie
tofperitie ? Did you lilt your felvesinto hisfervice one
fie on condirion of being paid fuch and {uch wages , and
living at fuch 2n eafie delicate rate? Surelie a Chrifitan
2t his New-Birch durft no more dorhus, than min ac his
‘Creation was abletodoic, Nay, did you notengige to
ithe quite conrrarie, thar you would not in any thing be

E4 yous
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your own chufers, but leave your felves and II!_: aurf:oq‘-_-h_

cernments to Gods difpofing ? how elle coul
bim for God, and your God ? which, befide other thingy
ymplies your acknowledgemenc of that Authoricie he hath

yourske

Over man in general, and your refolution for your own |

parc to{ubmicto it, And do you not contradi& chis when
You would be your own Mafters, and find faplt wich any
of his proceedings? For you have not onlie hound your
felves to a fincere endeavour ro do what is enjoyned you
but alfoto be contenc with whatever fhall be done witI;
you. All the inftances of the Divine Will, whether exe
preftin his Commands, or in his Providences, you are
therefore toimbrace and acquielce in.  And when you

<ovenanted rodothus, 1 queftion not bug you were fg |
pofleft wich the apprehenfions of Gods Soveraigntie,

all (ufficiencie, and gracious merciful pature , chat you

clieved you could no betrer way confule for your felves

and the fafetie of youraffairs, than by pucting all inta
his hands: And have you any reafon to repent of yout
caurle, and change chefe apprehenfions p May it not il
adminifter full ' ground of fecuritie to confider thofe

glorious Ateributes of God, and the nearpefs of his Res"
lition toyou ¢ Shall not this even endear and make wel-"

come whac 1n felf feems rough and harth , thacit comes
from the hand of a loving and good God ? We find how
our blefled Lord made ufe of chis confideration , The
Cupwoich my Fatker bath given me 5 [ball I not drink it 8
Shall Children take any thing amifs fromtheir cender
and indulgent Parents 2 Have theyche leaft reafon to
ear thac theywill contrive cheir mifchief 7 Earchlie Pas
renrsindeed may through cheir indifcrerion and exceffive
fondnelsbring ruine uponcheir Children, whilft chey arg
fludying bow todothem gaod , or through their weaks
nefs may not be able to keep ic off them: Bus how vain
and unreafonable are thele fears in you, that have thein-

finitehle
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Enitelie wife and Almightie God for your Father? Can

dou imagine that ever his Providence (hould do you
P s TR fuch falfe and un-
Bhure ? Certainlie 1f you harbour any {uc .
Nworchie conceit, it proceeds from fome grofs miftake of -
Loour own intereft, and che nacure of things, And chis
Yeads me to 2 fecond confideracion, which I defire you to
 weigh feriouflie and impartiallie , and not lec [enfe, and
icarnal reafon, and che common Opintons of an ncon-
Mfiderace mulditude, fway with you againft che greateft and
tmolt apparent truch, IR |
8 3. Namelie, That if we (peak diftin&lie and proper-
‘1, lic, Tou have received Little or no burt by all thefe ff{?ﬁfﬁg[}'
Wod things toar have Lefallen you @ By your fufferings in
Mehem(=Ives you are not worfted , ‘nor are the poorer for
Wehe [ofles that yau have fuftained. ’Tis probable , this
hag ay ac che firft fight feem a very greac Paradox , and 2
Wflourifh of Rhetorick, too weak toperfwade or facisfie
iithofe who can fetch demonfirations from their fighe and
iifeeling to the contrarie : For them that a while fince
1ad houfes,and fhops well furnithe, quick trading , good
fcredic and money at command, now to have emptie pur-
ifles, lictle refped, and perhaps fcarce 2 place te put che's
wheads in : Ischere no hirt in allthis ? Thisis hard to be
whapprehended by thofe thac. have met with fuch a change.-
@ Bu if, norwithanding the ftrangenefs of this Affertion,
wd (hall evinee i to be undoubtedlie true, I hope you
will, laying afide all prejudice, entertain and improve it
#according toits ufefulne(s and importance. Why fhould
it not be 15 welcome tidings to you to hear, that you
S havereceived nodamege (or none that’s coniiderable) if
@1t prove crue , as it would be to hear how you mighe re-
¥ cover whac’s loft, in 2 way chac would fatisfie fenfe it
pielf 2 Andif you be once convine'c thac no hurtis done
§ you by the hand of God ; Ihope you will eafilie be pet-
§fwaded not to complain of ic: And I mult confefs, ex-

cept
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cept you ate in fome meafure convine’t of this, I canmee
well (ee what it is (hould keep you from complaining, o
a difpofition toit. All chac isfaid of Gods Dominion g«
ver his creatures , and his righe and power to do with
chem what he pleafe , may-make menunderfand chae i¢
is tono purpofe to refift a will and Rrengeh fo much 2=
bove cheir own, butwill not be fufficiencto beger it
them an hearcy {ubmiflion toir, nor will bring them to
think well of God, and take any complacencie in him/
when-ever he (hall make them fmarr; whilft they haveg
concelr thathereby he ruines and undoes them: Nayy
perhapsic may encreafe both their rage and cormene,, to
confider how impoffible it is for them to help chemfelvess
Buc fuch, as upon right apprehenfions of che crue happiss
nefs of Man, fee plainlie thac no afflitive Difpenfati=
ons do prejudice of impair it , they and they onlie will
be enabled co receive them wichour quarrelling 2nd re=
pining acche Author : And thac upon chis account you!
may be poflelt of fo good 2 temper, (whichis thar Tam
now petfwading you to) it willbe needful to reprefent’
whar thofe right apprehenfions are which are here of fo!
great neceffiie and ufe, For when we call co mind what
it 1s that is the chief and only good of man, we fhall che
berrer underftand whac is burtful co him. Now in ofie
word, mans happine(s confifts in his conformitie to God,
or in his Communion with him ; (which feems the (amg
thing, or a neceflarie confequence of i ) chac is to fagy!
an his being made as like ro God in all imicable perfedt- 8
onsas his Nature iscapable ; in framing all his moti="
ons, and guiding his 2&ions by thofe rules which God ™
hath prefcribed ; and in reaching to that knowledge, love
and enjoyment of God, for which his reafonable facul=
ties were given him, and are fuired. This is che propes
formal happinels of Humane Nature , which is begun
on eaith, perfeted and compleared in heaven: Hereit §
is




nthe bud, andis c:ll‘d‘{jrlce; hereafter it is in the
Wwer and frute, andis call’d Glory. Ifpeak to Chri-
lans who believe chey have immorcal Souls , and that
8lis crue which Scripture fpeaks concerning them , and
Werefore the fuppofition of your Faith , may wellex-
jife mee from any laborious proof of a Truth {o fun-
‘P[ nral ro Religion , and {o plainlie revealed in Gods
tlie Word, e
B01f God be the moft petfe& Being , then torefemble
i is our greatel® Perfeétion : If his wifdome, power ,
fald benignicy be fuch , that he created man n anhappy
glte, fec himupon, and defign’d him for a blefled em-
S Siment and end; chen to comply with his will , living
wthac manner, and to that purpofe for which we were
“ared, isour greareftintereft: And if God be the beft
S8Beings, then ro have our fouls fitted for, and rais’d
the fraition of him, is our hicheft felicity. From this
"8as we fell byfin, and co this it isthe Office and de-
480 of Chrift cthe Redeemer, and the work of his Spiric,
Wrecover and reftore us. The incenc of hisunderta-
#Rg, was notto purchafe for us riches, eafe, or honours
U8 co repair our decaied natures, andrenew us after the
aebage of God , which we had defac’d, and fo toqualifie
WiBfor, and bringus intohis fervice and favour. Only
s to be confidered , thac whil’'@ man is in chis earthly
giite, emploid in che {ervice of his maker , and gerting
ifiter for the higher glory , be hath a body that ftandsin
wieed of ourward fupports and comfores; asfood and
Wliment, houfe and lodging, and fuch like convenien-
es: bur yer his happinef(s , which is thar I before men-
hgioned, depends not upon his continuancein thisbody ,
Mot upon its profpericy whil'ft heisinic : Lec what will
faI_ the body, our cafe is good whil ' the foul profpers,
@nd is conftant and regular in thofe duties thac are pro-
gEr to che prefent Race.  Nay furcher, riches, healch,

and.
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and all manner of bodily accommodations,ate no farches
to be reckoned good for a man, than as chey help o hig
higher {piricual good, asby chem we are {upporced whil'
wee are ferving God, andas wee emploie them
his Glorie , by putting themto thofe feveral good ufe
Which he bath appeinted us, By chis time, I hope, yoi
apprehend whaticis I drive at, namelie, to manifeft hog
inconfiderable your lofles are, chat you may valus cheg
accordinglic. = You fee of what nacure, and in what ran]
ghofe things are which you have parced wich, atwhat;
grear diftance chey ftand from your happinefls, ang
Jhow liccle reference chey have cherero: And chat whe
theryou confider your happinefs as now begun, org
wou are in the way to it hereafter to be enjoied.  If est
wen here on earth , the 2ood man who lives in che feadh
and love of his Maker, bee che only happie man , whagh
ghen are you the unhappter forhaving loft fome, yeay
fuppole it were all of chofe worldly thinge you pofieft
#And whac realon have you to complain or grieve ? whichls
X hope, you have loft noching of God, nor the Gracesof
Wis Spirir, wherewith you were inricht; nothing of yeugl
Spiritual wifdome and affe&ions, of your faich, and loves
and z=al for his Glorie : Thefle Goods, I hope, areun o,
burnt. Irwas not furein the power of che flames, 28
raging 15 they were, to reach co your fouls, and burn uph
kheir furnjture : Thac which was Gods building withinl
you is not confum’d, norhis image upon you defactl
And if your choifeft treafures, che having of which can§
3lone enrich you, be fav’d , may you not wich much eafel
lec go your lumber, of a far lefs value ? Are you' not fiill§
as holie,humble, and heavenlie as ever you were > And f
{o, Idare afhirm ity you are never cthe worfe for all yourk
loffes, What a wrecched creacure elfe would you make
man, ifhis happine(s hung as loofe abour him, 2shi§
riches and all excernal chings do? THY% would feem ©
blemili




Blemifh the Divine Pravigchi: , asif he had put the af-
fairs of man, the noble@ of all inferiour Beings, intono
{berrer 2 Rate than of a Bruir, nay, worile by far: For as
jis carthly enjoiments are of 2 much greater extent, fo
Iivould he be more obacxious to burts and dangers. "Tis
weculiar to him tobe concern’d for an eftate, for repura-
lon, for Wives and Children, ¢fe. and if to be depriv’d
2" thefe would undo him, then the waves might {wallow

4 p his happinels , and Thieves rob himof it fire, and

Ehany other accidents confume is. The {landerer mighe

Malt it, fickne(s prey uponit 5 2ndthe grave bufie i3 |
"nd which fcems worfe than all the reft, ourliveswould |
& a continual rorment, upon apprehenfion of the uncey- |
Sintie of thefe things, and through the fore-thoughts and |
B8ars of being fripe of them, when as a Bruicis free from
Befe fears , and from moft of the evils that occafion
'f_ m : Moreover, men would hence bee drawn to think,
ar the blefled God hath dealt enviouflieand fparinglie
Rith his creatures , inthac neicher all, nor the mofi are
Epableof rifing to be happie,if it confift in wealch,honors
id che like : Wherefore,they-to whom they were never
Biven,or from whom they are atany eime taken,wil be en=
\glin'd to hard and evil thoughts of God,whofe Providence
kiis orders ehe courfe of things. Bur blefled be our heavens
8 Father, he hath dealt more bounteouflie with us than
9, and hath norcaft us into amy fuch neceffitie of being
fliferable, through difcontentednefs with our portionand
Bluckancie againft hiswill; buc hath made cur happi-
W8l of thac nature , that whoever is crulie willing may
“Bach toic ,  and none can he depriv’d of iragainft hig
iMill; which is a priviledge wherein no creature onearth,
ehde man, isa fharer. “Tis nothing elfe but wicked-
Befs , whichis alwaies awilful thing, tharcan pofibly
tus. All afflictionsbe they never fo {harp, dobur
face our skin, not pierce auf fouls, Theydo butat the
| | moft
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moft break the Cabinet, the Jewel isfafe atid wholes
When as the effe&s of fin are like thofe nFlighmihg,
cret, butmolt certainly parnicious, melting the Sword.
whil'ft the Scabbard’s untouche, breaking che bone,whilf
the fle(his unchang’d;thus doch ic defiroy che i'uu[f%h' li
the body feems co remainingood plight. Every creatue
hath fome fuch perfe&ions proper to its own nature i
that the having thereof caufeth chem to be re uted good W
as being agreeable to their own kinde , and fit for thagh,
ufe they are defign’d 'to. Thus the Horfe chat haeflt
ftrengeh or (wiftnefls 5 fitcing him' for the fervice hes idl,
put ro, 1s agood Horfe ; and though fometimes he maflt
. be fec out with a fine Saddle; and gaudy Trappingss yeg®
be’s never the worle , if confidered as an Horfe, whes
thele are taken off him: And nomore is 2 man for thef®
lofs of dny exterrial chines which belong to him , finceight
s not in chefe chac hisexcellencie, asheeisaman, condl
fifts, nor was that che end of his Creation, thac he mishiis
enjoy them.  What, doesic add any thing to his’ ; |
proper worth, to be cloath’d in gorgeous and coftly arr2 }
ot to have tore of monie lying tn his chefis;or to live in 8§
brave houfe, wich a deal of pomp anid arrendance, farinf
deliciouflic everie day , having high ticles and honouriiy
confer’d upon him ¥ Whad’s all chis to the worth of th
man ? Thefe cell what he has,nor whathe is, His clothesi
and his honfe, and monie may bee good, whil’ft hee hifmf
felf is Rark naughc. Such chings as chefe , which 418
bere to day, and gore tomorrow, and are of (o liccle rel
ference to'bim whil'tt they Ray, can they betcer oraddh
vance him ? wichout queftion they cannor. For fhalls
wee not finde thofe who abounided wich chem, havin@®
Dothing ¢lfe to commend them, term*d no beccer, in ¥
language of Scripture,thanDogs and Swine,fuch ¢o wholi
the focietie and porcion of Devils is threacned and al&
lotted # When as holy men, though defirute of all cheléy
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ornaents, by the fentence of God himfelf, who befd
hows the worth of his creatures, are filed happy, ho-
Bnourabie,blefled,and che only excellent ones upon earth,
WAnd if Holine(s be the pecutiar excellency of the rea=
Lfonable creature, then the lofs of this only 1s bisruine ; as
W¥our horfe or any other beaft,is then fpoiled when he hacli
s Toft his abilicy for fervice ; and as the [ofs of limbs or Iife
s the defiruition of che body : Everrthus doth fin, where
8¢ hach icsfull force and operation, wound and- murder
She foul fo far as it’s capable of dying: For the death of
Sehe Soul, is its final deparcure from God , and it’s en=
Smicie againft him , which is far worfe chan any other
gleach or annibilation thac can befallic , as wee may un-
liigerfand even by the body it felf, for which to draw out
B life upon the wrack s or in any fuch like torments, s
Wwor(e charico be flainout-right ; and thar miferable life
#nay moft properlie be call’d a lingring death, according
880 che faying, vita nen off vivere fed valere.  Butit isno
figroffes nor loffes, norany ching chaclights uponwhac is
Nithouc the foul that can 1nfli& chis miferie upon it; no-
thing, I {2y, but its voluntary declining from that holy
ftate, wherein God would have itlive , to the fordid
goruicifh waies of wickednefs, May we nor fitly allude to
e words of Chrift,concerning that which defiles the man,
WMark 7. 15. There 15 nothing from without a man, that en-
ulring into bim, can defsle bim : Lut the things which come ont
8 bim 5 thofe are they which defile the man, And moft
,i' flemonfiracive 1s the reafon there given, werf. 19, Bes
$avfe what he receives from without, entreth net ino bis beart ;
®ut inro the belly, and goeth ons into the dranght purging alk

[

Wscars.  So peucher can affliGion endamage che foul,
4hince it enters not intoic, buc falls upon fome external
fEhing, and fo {lides away, But thofe evil things which
ficome from within , fuch as are'inflanc’t in verfe21,22.
WEVil thanghts, adulteriesy fornications, murders, thefis, cove-
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mfm‘f} 3 tf;ﬂg':‘ dfﬁf: the man : And thele are the thiu
which deftroy him ; for the defilemient of che foul is g
deftruétion. Take it, Sirs, for a2 moft udqueflionabis
truch, that to have an exceffive love for worldly things, ig
‘much more hureful than rot to have che chings cheme!
felves ; roburninfuch inordinace affections co them,
13 worfe for you by far, than to have them all burne up &
for this laceer 1s buc like che firing of {ome poor Cotrages i
and ouc-buildings , which intime of waris oft done, on 8
purpole for the defence and {afety of ‘the fortified Cicy, ¥
when as the former is like a fire which the Enémy hath 3
kindled in the very heart of che Cicy it felf, ¥
Since then your chief happine(s, as you ife men andi
Chl‘i[ﬁ&ﬂi, 18 pl.‘IC‘E (o far ourof the Spher: and huftﬁ.ll' |l
influence of all external accidenis, thar che worlt of
them can do o more o feffen orincerrupt ic, how un= 4
reafonable is it tobe much deje&ed for but a liccle grie- 4
vance ? Of whac a fordid {piric is chac man who (hould ¥
lamenc the lofs of hisdung, or fome forry erifle , whilltH
his houfe is well fill’d wich goods, and his Coffers Wit
money > And no more reafon hach he to be caft down for
having his hands empcied of all his earthlie fubfance, a
whole heartis fill’d wich the more fubRancial heavenlie 3¢
Trealure of Grace and Goodnefs. | ¥
Yer afcer all, 1 am afraid leat moft of my Readers &
{hould take what I have faid for meer Notionsy not fic &
to be framed into Principles, to guide them in cheir prasii
&ife,2nd in their judgements of things. Hardlie will pten 48
be per(waded thac rickes, the Digna whom not iny partie £
cular Country onlie ; bur the whole world worfhippeth, #*
who may number more Voraries and Marcyrs than che 38
true God y thacchele are of o little confequence, and
folictle conducing to make a man happie. Buc yer I may
well hope for better entercainment from you thar bave %
beenenlightned co behiold fuch a beautie and glosie i}
| fpiricual
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your elleem of all things elfe,  And the better yer Lo

R clear and fettle your apprehenfions, 1 would defire yoa

buc accentlie to confider your ewn Nacture , Whether
you bear ner fomeching about you bercer chap flefh 2nd

F & blood » and whecher the gratifying and advancing of chis

Noble? parc be not moft your inceret ; and how far
earchlie chitigs, which are of a nacure o diftant from ir,
can be ferviceable ro thisend? Confider foreover, whag
thac is which yon muft live upon for ever, and chen chink
whether fuch kind of accainments as mike the nearef}
approachi therero, and are the very beginning of i, ought

'_1 not rather tobe Ril’d your ha_ppin.:fs, than {uch as are
i} quite of another kind , and will then be whollie ufelefs,
*8 Confider alfo whackind of men they are to whom ordi.

® narilic che largel (hare of ¢hefe things is allotced ; how

8 Infidels, Idolaters, and the profaned wretches abound
B8 therewith ; and remember liow ticle of them Chrift him-

i felf, and his moft Nobleft Foitowers enjoyed ; and yec
® hear whac Pasl in the name of the reft tells us s Thar

i whilt chey were as poors they made many- rich s whilt

they feemed to have nothing, they poffelt all things,

{2 Cor,6.10. Think whac were the richés they conferr'd,

P and whac were che 4l/ things chey pofleft, and fee whe-
gtber they confitm not what I have faid. Furthermore,

Fobletve what language Scripture gives to thcl‘ethingf,
#as they would be any parc of ‘mans felicicy , and how I¢-

weticregard ic commands us ro have for themi, Call o'
“tmind alfo whic }rau\u[_'e tocall themy your felves in your
A Prayers and (erious difcour(e s [Padons, trafb, bubbles, and

anity 3 and T would hope you chink of them as you

dpzak, and will be affeited cowards them but as fych

[ehinge deflerve, And latly, take notice what cheir grear-

lovers chinkand fay of chemy, when they bhave had
B the




| Bl ;

the bet they could get, +and are about to ledve them,
Lay bu all chefe confiderations together, which for bre-
vitie fake I only mention 5 and argue thence how litcle

of true happinefs confifts in the having of them, and

how lictle hure is done, and therefore how lictle caufe of
" mourning given by eheir removal, "

And lec me farcher add, asvery Notions as thefe may
feem, whoever he be thacis noe fo thorowlie perfwaded
of their truth asto frame his apprehenf{ions, and regulate =
his affe&ions conformablie thereto ; is never ordinarilie
fike to live any other than an unquiet, difcontented, and =
therefore miferable life , be ic little or much that he
hach, *Tisa moft crue faying of an excellenc Heathen
Moralift, that chere are punifhments, as ic were , by an
irreverfible Law, appointed for thofe, who in acentra-
di&ionto the Divine Order and eftablifbmentof things,
conceive too great an Opinion and love for any worldly =
matters, which punithments arife out of the very bowels
of their vicious affe&ions¢ For fuch(faich be) (hall be en=
vious, coverous flacterers; they (hall be caft intoinward
difturbances , and break out into womanith lamentati=
ons, And was it needful , I might (hew by many inftane
ces our of fome of the moft rational and fober Heas
thens, that they by the very light of Nature and {trength
of reafon, difcovered as much as 1 have aflerced , thae
Humane Felicity depends not upon things external :
Though I confefs few of them (fofar as I can learn)
could tell much of our future perfe& happinefs, and =
therefore wanted fufficient Motives to recommend 2
conrempt of the world , and the hke difficulr duries to
their hearers : This they left for Chriftianicy.to do, which
hath fully done it » revealing to us a ftate of Erernal
Blifs purchaftby Jelus Chrift for all his faichful fervants;

whence I may afterward- particularly fetch ground of
comfori. -
But
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§  But youmay femember Icold you s that if you cone
8 fidered your felves as in the way tothis glory , ‘your af-
N fairsare in never the worfe polture ; caking your prefent
™ happinefs co confift in working out your falvation y I
¥ gerting mieet for, and making fure of tha Heavenly Ir-
8§ heritance (as indeed it does) it’s no whit prejudiced by
B the croubles you have undergone, And this plainly ap-
M pears from what hach been {aid before : IF you have ot
Mg nothing of your Grace, you are never the farther from
W Glorie: If chac be buc fecure, as fmall 1 Rock a3 you
lighave leftyou of othergoods, youmay drive on as quick
Bl a Trade for Heavenasever. Youhave loft nothing of all
& thac whereby you mighe purchafe the favour of God, or
yg 20 entrance inco the Kingdome he hath prepared = for it was
gniot for the rich, and honourable , and profperous | (as
e fuch)) but for thofe thac /ove him thae he hach prepared ir.
REWe read, Pfs.147. 19, Thir God delights nuot in the
"m rengeh of an horfe , nor tabes pleafure inthe legs of a man,
¥ No moré doth he in any other external accomplithment;
Sheregards you never che more for your wit or beaucy,
Spyour wealch or dignicy ; but Fer. 11, He takes pleafure in
MR bz thar fear bim, in thofe that bope in his mercy. You may
S flill come as freely and boldly to himas ever 5 and may
#8find a5 hearty welcome. Some that once feem'd your
PRfriends, perhaps may now grow firange , and make fhie
Of you, for fear you (hould trouble them: buche of
@ ood chear, yoiir God will not deal wich you thus, whom
W8 e loves, he loves to the end. He thac chofe you , not bes
§ caule you were rich , will not reject you for being poors
it The Lotd of Glory, your dear Saviour and Husband,
i will not repent nor be athamed of your Alliance, for a-
@ Dy meannefs that you may be reduc’c to; he judges not
as mar does 3 nay, “tis the mean and defpifed ones of
the Wﬂffd for whom ordinarily he hath the mof tender
tegard 5 Not wsany Mighty, not many Noble are called 5 but

F3 be
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he hath chofe the poor of this world rich in faith, beirs of the
Kingdome. Neither Grace nor Glory are fec to fale for
fuch things as che poor cannot bring as well as the rich,
The Romi(h Ufurper, with his gaping Ofhcers , maydo
it, but Chrift never will, nor hath he wasranted. them
therero, or promifed to ftand to their bargains: He ih=
vites all wichout money or price to ferch his milk and
wine. You know whac a cerrible rebuke Simon Magus
had for thinking the gift of God mighe be purchafed with
money : It was fomething more precious than filver and
gold that purchaft the incorruptible and pever-fading in- -
heritance 3 be fure then a pare inic is not tobe bought
with any fuch bafe things. A willing , thankful accepes
tance of ir, as the greateft-bleffing that can be beftow'd, =
is the great condition on your part required s this 1s your
[elling all for thas Pearl of Price : And ’nislong of fome-
thing worfe than poverty,if any man have not this.Need
1 bid you remember chat your money is no currant Coin
in the other world, nor would beltead you any thing =
there. The Judicature ereGted inthe Heavens admits
neicher of bribesnor fees. Get a good Caufe and you
are well enough, but wichouc that all che Gold in the Za- =
dirs can neither purchale a Pardon,nor a Reprieve ; there
will chen be no diftin&ion betwixc che rich and che poory
the Honourable and the mean ; allthe difference thatis
made will be betwixc the godly and the ungodly, who
{hall accordingly be difpofed to the right hand or the -
left, to bleffednefs or woe. Andif all chisbe fo (as chere
is nothing more certain) how litele reafon have you to
judge your felvesin a worfe ftate chan formerly , or to
grieve as if you were fo ? Whar, Sirs, ischisnothing in
your efteem , thacyoumay have accefs ro God as readi=
}y, and hear fromhimas frequently, and converfe with
him asintimately and lovingly asever you did, and have
che fame liberey for eranfadting with him che greae af-
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faire of your Immorcal Souls ? Isthis nothing, did I fay;
nay, is not this in a mannet all ? Does noc chis priviledge
which is yet continued, contain inic all others thar are a-
ny whic confiderable ? In chat you may fill purfue the
greac bufine(s of your lives as advantageoufly as ever,and
| carry onall your defigns upon the Ceeleftial Kingdome
| with asgood fucce(s. If indeed you had been fent into
the worid togather wealth, and leave it co your Chil-
dren ; chat you mighe raife greac families which fhould
flourith when you were dead and gone, you had now
. beenfadly cat back 5 and licele bereer chan quite broke ;
| and ’ris no wonder if they take themfelvesto be {o who
. made this their chief end, Bucif yourbufinefs here be,
¢ to glorifie and pleafe himthac created and redeemed
. you, by an holy fruicful converfation, and to ger your
 fouls prepar’d for an higher biifs, (which I hope you que-
' ftion not bur it is) chen, 1 {ay, you may follow it on wich
tl as much courage, and to as good purpofe, as ever former-
1y you did, without check or hindrance by this or any the
like dif2ler. Now what 2 ridiculous thing would ic be
' accounted, for 2 General to be daunred for thelofs of a
few firagling Souldiers, whilf che Main Body of his Ar-
- my, and all things neceffary to carty on the War, are
 ftill fecure? Or for a Marriner to {tand weeping for ha-
L ving his Ship fomewhat weather-beaten and defac’c , as
| toies paincing and finenefs, whilftit’s (ill as fufficienc
| and well-ficted for his Voyage as before ? Or for arich
| Merchant to lament fome fuch crivial lofs as is {carce
| mift ouc of hisRock , noris any hindrance co his grear
Trading? Why then (hould the fincere Chritian be fo
deeply affeed wich thofe occurrences which need be no
lec co him in his journey , and which leave him néver che
fescapable of mannaging his chiefelt Trade for invifi-
ble durable riches? So thac, Thope, Ihave clear’d the
truth of my Pofition, pattall denial or doubgine . and
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have madeic to appear, that you have receiv'd no confie
derable difadvantage by any effe&s of the Fire: and
thereforeic is a very reafenable exhorration , thac your
forrow {hould bear proportion tothe ground of it , and
not be exceffive, whenyou have no caufe, nercan thew
any reafon, why it (hould be {o,

_ But1t’s probable there may arife fome fuch Obje&ions
in your breaft, asmay fomewhat delay your firmer affent
towhat 1s faid ; ewo or three of which I fhall mention,
and endeavour to take outof your way, and fo hafiento
the next.

Obj. 1. Some may think wich chemfelves , Jf rhs bee
indeed fo, that tie lofs of an cffate is amarter of fo [mall im-
portancey bow comes it to pafs then 5 thatmenlbear it fo bea-
vily ¢ Surely all are not Clildzen and Forlsy tomonrn for the
bofing of Pins or Counters, wherefore, bow can we but ihink
the things they lofe of msre worth than fo, except we will ag-
cule the generalicy of men of extream Clild: [bneffe and Fol=
i3
: I€ chis flick any Ehin;jl{ withl you, for your farisfaction,
1 would in one word advife you, foberly toconfider all
that hath been (aid, toevince how very little, or jult no-
thing, 2 great estate conuriburtes rothe happinefs of man ;
and if you can indeed make 1t ous to your awnimpanial
thoughts, tharthis aflercionis falfe, and the arguments
brought to prove it fallacious, and can manifeft the con-
trary by fironger reafons, you fhall have my free con=
fent to rejet ic : Burif you are not able to do thus, nor
can rationally contradi& the former difcourfe , judge
your felves, whether the example evenof the moff,
of the greatelt, or of thofe whom che world counts
the wifefl. ought roweaken your affent ro a plain, unde-
niable cruth, T efirm nothine bur whar the Word of
God himfelf, the Profeffrons of all Chriflians, the frice
eft Reifon, and che Wiiclngs of wifefl Heachens will ve-
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rywell warrane, and the convictions of almoft all, one
sume or other,: yield'a fuffrage to: Whac then have we
¢o do with the examplesof frail men, under che power
of their palhons, how many (oever they be » May I not
wich as much reafon demand , If it be crue what So/emon
{aies of the vanicy of ail th= worldlings Idols ; and what
Davidfaies s chatmen difguier themfelves invainy whil [t
ghey are beapingup riches ; and what a greater than eicher,
evenour Lotd himfelf, cellsus, Tharouwr life confifts not
inthe abundance of thofe things which we poffefs ; how then
ic comes to pals, thar che moft are fo eager and infactable
in cheir defires after them, foconftant and unwearied
in their labours to atcainchem? Is chis becaufe God and
good men {peak worfe of the world chanicdeferves ? Or
becaufe the moft are carelefs and inconfiderate , and
ehink beceer of it thanicis, pur(uing the commeon courfe,
withoucexamining the reafon , or forefeeing the end of
ic ? and foin a blinde zeal, making that their Idol which
they fee fo many adore ; they follow it with the fame
care and love, asific was indeed their God and happi-
nefs: which I know you’l grant to bee a ‘very orofs mi-
ftake ; And yetr,asbad asicis, from chis very {ame mi=-
ftake , proceeds that unfeemly and exceffive forrow,
which you behold in thole from whom the thingsof the
world are withdrawn.  'Whil’t they keptthem, chey lec
out thelr hearts upon , and rejoyc’c inthem, and even

left chem(elves in chelr enjoyment of them , as if they
would abide with them, and make them happy forever:
How then can ic otherwifebee , buc thac when they aye
remov'd, they fhould wring cheir hands and tear their
h_carcs with grief, 2sbeing depriv’d of that ' in the frui-
tion, whereof they took all the (arisfa&iots and joy they
hi_d » and from which they had expe&tations of fome-
thing bacter chan ever yet they had found 2 Who, chae is
of thefe carnal principles’,” can poffibly bear up under

F 4 the,




the interruption of chis comfore , the fiufration of thefe
hopes ? Yet this weak carriage of theirs, tells us no
what the worch of the world was, but whar kinde of
falle apprehenfions they hadof ic, and how grear 2de-
pendansethey haduponir, Though it bee buc an Idol

tnac’s carried away, yectif Adicah have taken ic forhig

God, what wonder if he follow after the men who fpoil
him of it, witha deal of lamentacion and noife, from
which he would never ceale, but thac ke perce.ves they are
t00 ftromg fur Lim, Tudge 1 8.24,26. Eventhele are fome
of chofe forrows with which , the Apoftle tells us, they that
puvet after moneydopierce themfelves thorough,

Buc perhaps you’l tell me, that nor only the coverous
who are Idolarers, buteven good men themfelves feem
very unable to bear the lofing or leflening of their efates,

ard are more concern’d for them, than if they were of

nogreacer value than I fpeakof, and therefore hence
you conclude, thatit’s warrantable, or however upa-

voidable, to have a deeper fenfe of their deparcure,than &

1 feemroallow.
To which I anfwer ,

(1) Ttisnot che example of men, whatever they be,

but the Word of God , that mufi bee your diredtion and
rule to guide you in all your apprehenfions and behavi-
our: And you kngw well encugh what chis tells you of
the World y and how you ocughcro fland affc@ed toic ,
whether 1t fmile or frown; that you fhouldnot, whes
riches encreafe 5 fet your hearts apon thew 4 lealt when thcy

waie, your comfore thould do fo too, -And
(2 ) Sincg you infit onexample , how many inRan-
ces doth Scriprure afford of good men, whoarriv'd ta
fucha confiancie of minde , and indifferencie to all
Worldly congerns, that novarietie of eftate , no crofies
therein copld fhake or much diturb them ?» Duvid when
*na fit wotle condition, inall appesrance , than you
' are
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ire reduc’cto,  evén when( Ziklag , the City whete hee
“dwelc, was burnt, his Goods aqd his Wives taken by cthe
Enemy; and more chan all chis, the people fpake of
 seoning him, yet whenhewas chus grearly diffreffed, e
onraged bim[elf in the Lord b#s God, So Fob f\rhcn .ht
i was not only depriv’d of his poffeffions, but his Chil-
Widrentoo ; yet from a confideration , thac the fame Gad
8 who had taken away, firft gave himall , and that hee
b muft recurn naked tothe Grave » ashecame out of the
W Womb, calmlie concludes with Bleffed be the name of the
| "Lord.  Andifhec afterwards difcovered any touch of
faimpatience , ir was when many other affli@ions befides
o his povertie lay hard upon him , and embictered his fpi=
Jit.. . Does not Pasl alfo cell us, thacheehad learn: ts
W Spant as well as to abosnd, and in what ever [Fate be was,there-
Bith 1o be content ?  And thar wee mighe not only admire
“this excellent framein him', bur rife up toit our felves ;
. tells us how he came b}l’ it, rrfrrﬂﬂgﬁ Céﬂ'ﬁ Mt rmfgrﬁning
®ims, it was, thac he could do all thefe things. ~ Others we
“Bead of, that took joyfully the [poiling of their Goodsscount-
ping all chings but drofs and dung fo they might win Chrift,
#And Church Hiftory makes mencion  of multicudes of
@Ballanc Spirics, both inthe Primitive and latrer times ,
gEhac manifefted che fame low efeem of the Warld. And
#if they could take it joyfully 5 tohave their.Goods fpoil’d
¥ or Gods (ake, may not you take it patiently to have them
Wdpoil’d by his hand?For may not their examples,who were
a0 famous for cheir holinefs and wildome, bel inform
"you of whac value the world is, and convince you 5 thac
Rhis patience and _indiﬁ}:rencj,r of minde y which I am
Wpreffing upon you, is no impoflible thing, Laftly, Grant-
#0g thar you fee fome , who may yer bee good men
prthe main that by their cairiage contradiét thefe exe
mples, yer may I not rake liberey tofay o chac this is
ta defed of heirgoodnefs, andtherefore no way fic

far
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for your imicacion. - If David- ‘himfelf begin to have
hard thoughts of God, - as if he had forgoteen him, hedwilk
quickly corre& himfelf, and acknowledge, T was his
Infirmity ; Pfal.777. 10, Theplaincruchis, thebeft aré
£00 prone to be influenc’c upon , by the common courfe
of the multitude abouct them , and being burafew ; can®
hardly bear up again@t the mighty fiream of popular opis
nions, and corrupr pra&ices thac flow from them 5 bug
are ready to beborn down, as menthac are overpower'd
by a far grearer number of contrary voices. So thag
partly from examples wichout, and partly fromthe ftrong
snclinarions of a carnal principle within, not wholly fubs
dued, manyeven ofthe better fore, walklike men, touig
the Apotles phrafe ; and haftily take up fome of thofe
rules whereby the common fort are guided, without ehag
ftri& examination which in fuch mactersis requifice. And
therefore having too much the fame conceits of riches$
eafe , and repucation in the world, thac cheir carngh
Neighbours have, when they meet with any crofS in chefel
things, chey fhew their weaknefs in grieving much-whacs
as othzrs do. Though,blefled be God,thefe very times;as
bad asthey are, yeild us, I hope, many inftances of fuch®
who are arrivid to 2 more exalted and Chriftian*likes
Spirit.  Bue what if there were fewer , ye, none fuchSi
whit ground have you to plead againft your duty? whik'
you are parfwaded co nothing but what is poffible, whats
13 reafonable and highly advancageous, as'1 may thewas
pon. Wherefore labour with all your mighe ,* ro'cleatiy
your felves of all thofe falfe opinions , whichyour longs
and daily converfe wich 2 mulricude of ignorant, world=S
Iy men may have poffeft you with', "and too‘deeply root=3
ed youin. Efpecially beware of efleeming Grod' anés
Ewil', according o their reckoning : for miftakesheres
will produce a world of inconveniéncies, and unwoidl‘é

bly caft you into oreat perplexities and diforders, 1€
once
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once you think every thing'to bee Good for you , which
‘pleafeth che flefh 5 and chac to be Evil , which makesit
dmare, orany way croflech its intereft (which is the
judgement of the moft ) it’s next to impoflible thar you
pthould pafs your lives with any true peace and qutet.
S And cruly, they that willbe foolith and miferable , be=
Micaufe they fee the moft are (o, as chey are very lictle ca-
Biipable of Counfel, {othey do aslictle deferve pitey.
I Obje&. 3. But again fome may [ay, Thattheyars now
§redic’s to fuch fFraits ,  that of neceffiry they muft follow their
Yy allings more clofelythan they were wont s 4nd fohave not the
S ame leifure for the Service of God , nor are Jo capable of do-
W9z works of charity as (ormerly, and therefore they cannot but
'F think rﬁfaﬂja!wi in Amuch werfe condition by thes Calamity ?

. Towhich I anfwer, Yourgreateft bufinels and incere
Bl 5 1510 comport with the Providence of God s inthat
Beace and condition whereinhee fees fic to place you ,
jgand to perform the duty proper to thar eftace, “And

Lk

sefore as to your necefficy of diligent Labour , you
€ed not be grievd acic: For

e (1) Sofaras God hath made ir neceflary , and fo

Tk
Al

@I as you are taken uptherewith,to that end, and in that
I Hnanner which hee hath appointad, even thele your
“dEabours fhall bee an acceptable Service o him.
ﬁj“ INOT

¥ (2) Doth he require of you any fuc., Actendance up-

fgenthe duties of Religion, asis ordinarily inconfiftent

Fwich your fawful and neceflary callings. Itisno more

Jthe duty of 2 poor man to fpend fo much time in heac-

Bng, reading, or praying , as would hinder him for pro=

fivicing for his Family, chanicis of a fick man to bee {o

fmuch exercifed therein, aswould endanger his [ife.

b -(3) Maynoc che diligence you are put upon in your
en Piﬂ}'mfinrs, prove an advantage to you, In fecuring
you from idlenefs, and the temprations and mifchiefs chac
e begotcen by jr 2 (4) How-
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4. However you are not hereby difabled for the greaes
et and moft fub@antial vical duties of Religion : Though
you fhould not have time to hear or read fo much as
formerly, yer, Lhope, youmay love God and your Bro+
ther asmuch as ever ; and be asmuch in che exercife of
Faich, patience, humilicy, and all other graces of the Spi-
it ; and inchefeic is, the Life of Religion moft of all -
ﬁti.

And laftly, fee chat you do but keep up your hearts
and affz&ions for external ducies , and you will find your
felves not fo ftrained of time, be your imployments
whatthey will ; buc you will have leifure for the per=
formance of chem fo far as God hach engaged you there-
go: nor fhall you find this performance any fuch hins
drance co your buifine(s in ch2 world , as carnal men are-
wont to imagine. Keep your heares heavenly, and earche
Iy imployments wili beno prejudice to you ; fpend none -
idlely, and you may redeem time for Gods fervice,wich=
out any prejudice to your imployments. e

And as for your incapacicy of relieving the neceffi=
gous, che fame anfwerin 2 manner may (hew , thac nets
cher upon this account have you much ground of trous
ble, | |
For 1. Sofar as God by his Providence hath difabled =
you for works o@¥Charity, he requires them not ac yout |
hands, nor will blame you for not doing them , no more
¢nan a lame man thall be blamed for not walking.

2. Every condition hath its proper duty, and your
contentednels in a low eltare will be as acceprable to
God, as your liberalicy when in an hi cher,and more plen-

riful.

3. You may, notwichftanding your poverty, maintain
& charitable [piric : your hearc may be as large, though
your eftate isnor ; and if icbefo, you fhall be never= =
raelefs regarded nor rewarded by God. Whar we read

1n
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. inthe Gofpel of the Widows g{i;e, may inform us, thae
1 they who dowhag they are able, and earneltly defire to
do more , {hall be reckoned amongft the greareft Bene-
® fa&ors, and dealc with as fuch ; otherwile it would go
&8 ill wich the belt of men, fince a Perer himfelf may {fome=
S times cruly fay, Silver and Gold have 1 none.

3. You had need tolook well to your hearts that they
i ‘deceive you not in this cale 5 for {o much of difcontent
M8 as you find in the ablence of riches, fo much felfifhne(s
M there is in che defire of them, fince thar proceeds ras
,H{ﬁ fier from a love to the things themfelves, than from any
i mind to glorific God wich them. For if this be thac you
gy aim at, why do you not glorifie him by acquiefcing in his
weProvidence that hach remov’d them ? You may beft dif-
gppcover this, by refledting upon your carriage in the daies
gof your profpericy ; for they whodid not thes improve
watheir Eates for God, defire them back again , its to be
idear'd, for cheir own ends racher than his glorys bur if
you were fo wife as to honowr God with your [ulftance
L whilft you enjoyed ic, this may be abundant ground of

| tisfa&ion to you in the wanr of ir.
W& For 4. You are to confider that you are but Stewards
WIBE the gifts of God, whofe bufinefsir is ro keepa faith-
ful accounc, and make adiligent improvement of whate
ver Talents you receive ; and therefore you muft whol -
uily leave ic to your Lords pleafure whatjou {hall have,
gand bow long it fhall remain in your hands: Why (hould
gthe fervane be concern’d how much flock his Mafter al-
dows him 10 Trade wich? Be it lictle or much, whae’s che
Wlifference to him, fo he be but careful .and faithful in
nar he's encrufted with ? Nay, laftly,if in good earneft
¥ou regard your (efves buc s Stewards of all you pof «
fett; thac muft be accountable for the fame , methinks i«
fihou!d be but litcle crouble to you to have your charge
nd burden leflened, Ceruainly its eafier 1o give an ac-
COLLC
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count of a{mall ERate thanagrearone, whatever meg
may think of themareer. And though we fhould refufe
no pains fer our Mafters fervice, yet {o far as he chinks fig"
to eafe us, we have no reafon to be difpleafed acic. =~ %

Objett. 3. Some again may tell me ( which is che fat =
Objestion I (hall here take notice of ) Thar the afflittions S
they have met with, have vccafioned their repining and difcon-
tents and coff thems into grear defpondencies and distrafts, and 8
therefore (according to myown arguing) have been ex< '8
rcm'fmg hariful to them, and giventhem very great caufe of 8
[adnefs. o

In anfwer wheretos 1.1grane, thac fin indeed does™
hurt to any foul where its entercain’d, and brings along ™
with it jult eround of forrow : and fo far as you™s
have given way co{inful paffions, you have caufe for Hus™
miliation, which you are chiefly to manifet , by endeas™
vouring ro repel and banith them from your breaft , and™
not 2o on overwhelming your felves with one grief afsS
ter another , upon precence of repenting for che fore®
mer. A
2. Bur pray you fee that you pals your Cenfure 258
fighr, and chen you’l eafily find , chac ic is notef Godel
dealings with you, but of your own unfuitable carriagd
ander them, that you have ground to complain. Whate'
ever diftempersof mind you have been calt into , chey
have not fo much proceeded from any oucward caufe, a8
from your own weaknels and milapprehenfions, othef=}
wife the fame caufe would produce the fame effe& in 2l
but you know there are many inftances of fuch whe havé!
undergone mote than ever you did, without any {uch di=*
fturbances in chelr breafls; or irregularicy in cheie beha®s
VIOUT . ;

Yea, 1281y, So far have Gods Providences been from
caufing che diftempers which may now appear, that chiey
have rather tended to thelr femoval, by difcovering EEI_JIE

WiKch
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Iwhich were bred before, but lay more fecrer and un=
I e till this occation. You will not fay, that the
W6 ichftone makes che Gold bad, whil®t ic (hews ¢hac ig
{0 : Nordo wars and dangers make men Cowards, bug
manifel fome ro be {uch. [n time of profperity the heare
W ¥often fecrely cleaves to che Creature , and yet s {carce
W ulpetted to do (0 5 bu when adverfity comes and be-
8iteaves i of it Darlings, then doth this immoderae
Blove break out into immoderate grief; as change of
BAir fometimes flirs up thofe humors which before lay
g0 fill in che body. Whilk the world was flowing in upon
i88ou, thofe (piritual difftempers were hatcht and noye
Sifhe , which may moft of all (hew chemielves upon irs
MUR0ing our. Theexcels of Crearure-love ( which poffef.
Miech us fooneft when the World fmiles moft pon us ) ig
BShat corrupe Fountain whence thofe many bitter Rreams
BABE unruly paffions flow » as love to God is the Source
Rednd Spring of all other holy affections,  Fitly may it
st [aid of you thar ftand mourning over the Funerals of
35 fitward: cosforts , what the Tens faid of Chrift when he
QEPE over Lazarus’s Grave, Behold how they lived thems.
fnd indeed che love we bear to children or friends , Is
€ldome (o much felc or expreft as at their Funerals,
=% The bitcer and paffionate lamentarions which Duvid
Seakes for e Alfalom, 2 Sam. 18. 33. do very plainly re«
B¥8eal what kind of affe@iong be had for him. But now
¥ was noc A/ [aloms death, nor Joabs hand thar flew him,
#Buch fels the Providence that permicted both, which wag
990 be accus’d asthe caufe of all chis forrow, but his own
gondne(s which he had formerly contra@ted for this beau-
gful Son ; for when this was away, he could bear the
#eath of a Childe wich another kind of manlinefs: I¢
1as not then, Oh mry Son, ) Sony would God 1 had died for
Wee, . But now e 15 dead, wherefore Jbordd I foft 2 Canl
Birig kims back again 2 I [l 29 10 biws, bnt be fhall pot ye-

bHr Iz
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turn fo e, 2 Sam. 13,23, Since then this breakifi fore
of the corruptionsyou complain of, does but (hew whag
was before in your heares, may you not jook upon it ag
an advantage to have {uch an infight inro your {elves (as}
(ha!l (hew anon) and fo entercain the Providence which
hath helpe you to it, racher with thankfulne(s than mups
muring, making {o good an improvement thereof as icig
ficted and defigned for,
3+ Buc this brings me to a third Confideracion, whiclt
may work you to a very willing fubmiffion to what God
hach 1aid upon you , inchat, if you are nor wanting o
your felves, your «fflictions maybe fo far {rom doing you burty
that they may very much conduce to your good. And if ¢his
be fo, it will be found molt unreafonable for you to beat
them with heavinefs arid difcontent. What would your
think of thac man who (hould entercain courtefies wicht
repining at his Benefastor 2 Now chat afllictions 1n ge
ral are capable of being beneficial co thofe chac are exs
ercifed with them , is moft commonty inculcated and
acknowledged , and may appear very plain to any thag
do but confider che exprefs promife of God, That alf
things [ball sworl togesher for good to thofe that love hing 38
And the experience of Saints in former cimes, who havel
lefr icupon Record , thac ic was goad for them to be affiict=S8
ed. Moreover,they are pronounced bleffed whon: the Lard:
chasteneth, and teacheth ont of his Law. We arerold that
he chaftifech every Son whom be lovethy and thac for their pres
fir,Heb.12.6.10. Yea, had we nothing elfe to guide usyt
but our knowledge of the infinite wifdome and goodnels
of God, we might hence cercainly and f(afely concludey ¥
that in all his dealings with his people he intends cheje®
advanrage. Hath any thing happened to you but what:
came from his will who is goodnefs ic felf ; and who is8
ever doing good to fuch asare in Covenint with hime
Y ou may Qe (ure, e envies you not your :njoymemﬂ:n '*
LO0K
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‘took them away as being too good for you, but as having
“fomething better to beftow in their room : Wherefore,
falchough you could not ac prefent difcern whar thofe be-

W% nefics are which God intends you by this fharp Vifitatl-

Son; yer you mayreft facisfied in chis, that there is o

Smuch reafon inall his actings, and fo much good defign-

. Ped to his people thereby, chat if you were fully ac-

N\ quainted cherewith » and had all things at your own ore

Midering , you would difpofe of them juft s he hath done.

REDId you fee and know what God does, and had the {ame

Wincentions for the honour of his Name , and the good of

Wliyour own and others fouls, you would, had i been ar
gityour choice, have chofe all that’s come to pafs, asrerrie

w";'r dle as it may now appear ; and would freelie have con-

sidented to a raging peftilence, though your friendsor fa-

aemilies migshe be [aid hold onthereby ; and to the burn-
ging of Loadon, though your own dwellings were wichin

e the reach of che flames 2 And (hall not chis reconcile you

to whatever God hach don_: amongft us ? I know noc
giWhac more you (hould require for your fatisfaicn , €X=
%epr this be 2 crouble to you, thar you are not made ac-

Bi¥%uainted with the fecrer and unfearchable defigns of the

ﬁ Almighty in all his works of wonder , which are mani-

jiffefted in his Government of the world ; thatis, tharyou

Jifre men, and not Gods,

8 Butyet asto your own concern, you need not go far

Jyto find out whar benefic you may make of the prefent

salbrovidence ; which I thall hinc in 2 few particulars:

agonly by the way , lec me firft defire you tocall ro mind
ghat is before faid of the bappinefs of man ; that it con-
ks in bis being made like ro God,in ki loving, pleafing,

1and enjoying of him » Partlie here, perfedtlie and eter-
pallic hereafter: Wherefore whatever promotes this his
gentet good, muft needs be accounted fo far good for him,
OWEVAT It may appear in other refpedts, fince the mzans

mulb
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mult be judged of, and denominated only from cheir tea
fpe&t totheend, To lance 2 fore cill wee fmare , ific®
make forits healing, is good for the body. It feems
har(h ufage for poor creaturesthac are diftrafted, tobee
confin’d to dark rooms , and fometimes boundto cheir
beds, whipt, and fript (hore of food , yet ifall this help:
on their recovery, isit not to be looke on as good for:
them ? Andas eafily may you apprehend , that whatever ¢
tends to the weakning of Corruptions , and ftrengthnings
of your Graces , enables you to glorifie God, and helpsi
you on inthe way to Glory 5 is fo much for your interefty
thac nothing elfe in the whole world could advance i, 48
which conduceth not tomake yeu truly, and in Gods ac=4#
count, Better men 5 towhichend, your prefent fufferingsii
may greatly conduce. 1

(1) As may firt appear by what I formerly menti=3
oned, of the advantage they give you 5 for a thorew difcove=Sg
7y of the frame and temper of your own Seuls. Neither
Grace nor Corruption are ever fo well known, as nnderys
trials, May you not now finde , that the world was gotls
nearer to your hearts than you imagined , by the paimis
vou feel at its departure’; that you lean’d harder uponichel
thanyou thought of , by the fhaking you have mec withiil
when it {lipe from you 2 May you not perceive thac toods
much of the comfore of your lives did depend upon unsgg
certain, carnal chings, andfo wasicfelf but vainandis
carnal ? May younot finde more earthline(s,  impati=gh
ence, and unbelief , than you before fufpeéted to lodgels
in vour breafts 2 Now though o have thefe Corruprionsi
he marter of trouble , yetto difcover them , inorder 04N
their cure, 1s a mercy. 1o have a Difeale isagrief, bue 4%
to know ic, wefay, is the firlt Qep tohealth.  One time Y
ot other they muit be known (o as tobe repented of and §
mortified,.or elfe you were like tofare the worfe for'es
cerrainly chen, the focses the bewer & for the lﬂnfﬁf_
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~and in his favour alone you can reft abundanly farisfied,

A (97) ,
they fhould lie conceal’d, the grearer would bee their
firengch and mifchief , and the difficulcer their con-

- quet.  For this cthe Plalmiftpraies, Pfal. 139. 23,24.

and for this, I beleive, you have praid many a time ,
that God would fecrch and know your bearts, thac is, make -
them known to you , and now hee hath an{wered your
prayer.  This, Eliburells us,is meet to be {aid unco God,
by a man under chattifemenc , That which I [fee not, teach
thewe me; i [ have done iniquiry, Lwill donomore. Fob 34.
31,32, and tothe fame purpole Fob 36.9,1 0. But on the
otherhand , if chefe trying Providences manifeft yOuE
Souls, . through the Grace of Gods to be in 2 more found
and healchful temper, fo that you can chearfully lecgo

whatever he hath cal’dfor, and finde thacthere is no= -

thing you fo vehemently defire , a5 to comply with the

. Whole will of God, and to be rendred up thereto s thac

noneof hisdealings move you to queftion his ttuth or
goodnels, tothink hardly of himfelf s ormeanly of his
promifes ,but that il your love to him is as great as ever,
if it be thus with you, the very difcovery of fo bleffed a
fraime, may be maccer of greater farisfa&ion , than the
lofs of all things elfe,need be of trouble; yea,if this bee
your frame; you cannot be overmuch troubled wich any
fuch loffes.  So that what ever your temper and behavi-

our is, therewill be found great equity in chis difpena-

tion. If youbear it heavily and impatiently, the greatet
it feems was your need of it, fince this proceeds from fuch

an affedtion to the creature,, as was the very difeafe of

your Souls, to which this Phyfick is fuiced, ~ Butif you
bear it quictly , theni appears you were firted for e
and {01 know , will bee far from an inclination to com

E glain oftim, chat hath fo well ficted your back for your

urden , and gave you not a2 blow » before hee had fug-
pifhe you with an Helmer, And in that thefe affliGions
: G a2
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ferve not only to difcover your Corruptions , but tore-
move them ; not onely to manifeft your Graces, butto
exercife and promote them ; upon both thefe accounts
they will farcher appear tobee for your advantage , as I
fhall proceed to (hew.

(2) Wherefore in the next place, Herely y04 have
avery great belp to take a true eftimare of theworld 5 that fo
yos meay be offeCted towards it o ucoording to its worth and no o=
thermife : Now if ever, you may difcern, how vain, how
leeting and uncercain i is.  That which even now was
in your houfes and hands, and feem’d to makefo goodly
2 (hew there, ina few hours after , with thofe houfes
themfelves, wasnot at all to be feen, except as expiring
into fmoak, or turned into athes. And fhall not thig
very duft and fmoak , though ac firft ic might wring wa-

ter from your eyes , help fofar to clear your fight , thae,

the fplendid appearances of aglitzering world, may ne-
ver more impofe upon you ? May you not now fec Into T,
_and thorow it,and behold whac a very nothingitis 2 To
our own fenfe, doth it nor appear that the ufual rles
which Holy Wric beftows uponit, andall che felicity
¢hereof, -are no worle than ic deferves? Calling it a
Bubble, a Dream,very Vanity, even that which # not. For
have you not feen ftately Fabricks, with all their rich
furniture , flath out and difappear as atery bubbles are
wontshave you not feen fair and flourifhing efates,which
made the owners conceit themfelves in a fecure and hap-
py condicion, able to afford no more comfort than a
Dream when one awaketh, being vani(h'd into nothing,
whil@ they promifed all things 2 Now may not {uch no-
table fights as cthefe , do very much toward the reQifye
ing of your jud gements about all worldly chings, 1fbefore
they were erronious 7 and toward the moderating of
your affettions tothem , if before they were exceflive?

He that doted upona beautiful outfide , will foon cool
his

i -
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his affections, when hee fees the obje&t of chem turned
into & loathfome carkafss Where’s thae mans wifdome ,
who eagerly catches ar the money, whieh he 15 certainly
told, will curn to coals or dirc inhishand? And where's

his underftanding , 1 mayfay his fenfes , who hathnot -
learnt, from what he lately {aw , thac all thaca manhath
may dofo ?

There are indeed -{ to digrefs a liele ) many fuch ex-
cellenc leflons raughe by this difpenfation , that tohim
who foberly and aceentively oblerves the fame, icmay
prove a moft proficable Sermon, How fully doth i In-
form us, wharmiferable kinde of people they bee, who
have nothing better nor {urer to truft to, than fuch a pe-
nithing world aschis? and how foolifh they are, who
needlefly hurry andcoil all cheir daies , and make it the
very bufinefs of their life , to get thar which can be held
nofafter; efpecially, how ftarkmad they are, whil
they fell away their precious louls , and an eternal king-
dome that mightbee made fure for {uch crifles as thefe.
It acquaines us alfo wich the greac weaknefs of the gene-
rallicy of men, whortake fo muchupon them, and carry
1t fo high above their neighbours , if they can but {crape
together a liccle more wealth chan they, as prefently cak-
Ing them(elves tobe much the better menfor’t : When
alas ! if thisbe all they build npon , they may within a
few daiescome to bee asbad or worfe, thanchofe they
before defpifed; and fo,they do not only difcover their
own emptinefs of true worth, by valuing themfelves bv

. fuch mean and mutable things, buc alfo Rand expos’d
tocontempt , intheirown, as well as other mens judge-
ments : forif they account themfelveswile and hououra-
ble today, becaufe they are rich, by che fame reckoning,
they muft pafs for worthlefs fools to morrow , when they

© {bhall become poor : and yet what’s more commonin the
world, chan co prize and rate man after chis ftrange, ri-
G 3 di-
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diculous manner, fo thac he fhall be thought rldlculous
who contradifts it ?  Again, thisfudden and unavoidable
waflte that wasmade of fuch riches as were inyour hands
may tnform you, how greac wifdome it istodifpofe of
them fo as may exempr “them from the power of theeves,
or fire, or any fuch dangerous accidents.  He thae, ac-
mrdm” to his capacity, layes out his eftate fot God (or
keeps lrpr:nupailfto trade wich for him) is thac wife
Merchane, who puts it into fuch hands, where pot only
the principal is fecur’d, bucaninterelt of another value,
than ["rhndc earch-worms are acquainted with , iscerrain
ro be gain'd.

What one faith of Tob , may be partly applied to your
cale, cthat he had loft all buc what he had given away,
That which hath fed and cloth’d the poor Metnbers of
Chrift , or any other way been emploied for his fervice,
is @il g.?mrr own , and tobee reckoned as good as rtady
money, and b E:tf r too; if there be any truth in the Go-
fpel, which, Iprefume ; you queftion not. And for
your own gain and comfort, Iheartily with, thac your
expences for Chri ift, amountedco agreaterfum , chan
an Inventory of your lofles by che Fire does; then,
thoueh you had not thi ng to {hew but the very clothes np-
on your backs, 1 durlt confidently affirm, you have more
than you have ToR. And hence, forthe future, you may
take dire@ion how toimprove and fecure what wealth
God (hall entruft youwith, and maybe raugheche dif-
ceetion, fiill totake the fit opportunicy to that end,
The words of our Saviour to fedas , which the other A-
pofl! esthought had a reference to hlS giving fomething
to the pM*‘, may very well be applied to that pn*pﬂﬁ: ,
T Ear thow doffydo i” fruw) In good works, you may wicha
our dang er, make befte to Lee ricks © Nayhere, if in any
thing, del lay is na-:c erous. I‘-.m wichout reafor doth the
Wile man exhort us to do goed 5 whil'ft it ds imthe puwer of

ouT
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\ our band, and not bid our Neighbour come dpain to moryop]
B swhen we baveit by ns. Priv. 3.27,28. Thatwhich isto :
L dayin yourhands, and may bee proficable to your felf
" and brother, may to morrow be (natche out of them, and
 peither of you bee the better for ic. Wherefore learn e

# wifdome by what you have feen: You efpecially chac

-
L

. have but feen, nort atall, or but little fele the effedts of
this Fire, let your Losntyto your impovert(he brethren, be
your thank=effering to God for your prefervation. And
ler all rake notice, thac if they are o backward to
render God his own , inthatway thac it may bee moft
‘theirs , he can fend forit infuch waies as will bee little
for their advantage, Isitnot beteer, think you, tofend
up your treafures to Heaven voluntarilie ,” where you
®may finde them hereafrer, than to have chem goup
thicherwards in cloudsof fmoak, never miore tobeftead
you? And it will make but litele to your commendarion
or comfort, to have your eftates fecche awzy 1n chis man-
ner by hundreds and choufands, whichbefore were wont
go befqueez’d from you for good ules,onlie by fixpences
and (hillings.

But toreturn, the greae leflon which is pre@d upon
you hence, and which indeed is underftood in all chefe ,
1swhac | beforeincimated, namelie, how very unfic any
ghing which the whole affords, is, tobe your felicicie and
portion; andhow unreafonable it is that you thould have
ghe lealt regard toicasfuch, Andby the palpable dif-
covery of its vanitie, whichthe Providence of God hath
imade before your eies, you may, through his Grace
working with your ferious confideration , be brought off
from all fuch inordinate regard toir, whichthe beft are
200 [ubjedt ro. Now withour queftion to have this fo
common and dangerous 2 difeafs weakned and removed,
35 afar greater mercie than to have had all thac is gone
from youreferv’d, Nay, this mighe have prov’d a fur-
G 4 therance
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therance of your mifery, to have retain’d chae which oave
{trengch to your difeafe, For examine it well , and celg

me, whecher your very enjoyments have not been 2 clog
and hindrance co you, and-made you remifs and fluggifh
Inthe way to heaven, by the flacceries and diverfions

wherewith they were wont to entertain and amufe youp
Have they not {poil’d many 2 Duty, and rendred ma-

ny an Ordinance ufe]e(s, through cheir too great prepof=-|

{eflion of your hearcs? Havechey not been apt to fil
you with falfe and carnal joyes, with a vain confidence
and fel{-conceit ? Hath not the World béen a baic and
fnare to your corrupe natures, and drawn youto un-

feemly compliances wich the guize of chis luxurious, fan~ |

taftical age p inthe needlefs coft and braverie of yont
attire, houfes and furniture; in che excefs of your feaft-
ings and entercainments, in a tendernefs and delicacie
thac beccmes not cthe good Sonldiers of Fefus Chriff 2
Thefe arethe common effedts of wealth, and che tempea-
tions wherewith icis accended ; and though the power of
Grace might fecare you from the more deadly,damning.
hure of 1ts charms, yet itstoo too probable fome force
they bad upon you. What a2 mercie then may you well
account it, if chis fire have burnc up fo much of your E-
ftate as was hurcful co you, and fo refin'd che ret, chae
it may no more hurt you, Though it will not indeed
prove you bumble and mortified, becaule you live ac a
meaner rate than you were wont, being neceflicated
thereco 5 yet this neceflity may prove a notable means
tothac end, and becoming aclengrh the maceer of your
choice, is capable of being improv'd into a virtue: A
oreardeal of unneceflary expance and ftir togratifieche
fleth will be fay’d, when there remains no fuch plency to
be lavifhe away ; and hereby may the man in time vo-
Iuncarily become much more temperate, fober, and felf-
denying : Poverty may prick the Bladder of Pride 'ﬂ_‘htlg:
' - ric
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| siches were fo apt to blow up; and inflead thereof bring . ~
| innot aforc’t, bue true hamulity ; yea, the very lofs of
. one great eftace, may make che owners refolve never o
| cover after anothery notout of defpair, but Prudence,
| 35 feeing what cheir defignsare all come to , and maydo

H

s again, if they fhould follow them as before ; and fo they 5 |

’may meet with contentednefs in a low eftate;, who went
withoutic in an higher , and may ferve God beteey in -
& want than in their former abundance,
Surelie thus to take Knives or Racsbane out of Chil-
' drens hands s a friendlie office, and when theycome to
underftand what was done for them, they’l foefleem i,
though at firft they may rtake on as if they were hure.
Yout friendfbip tothe norld is enmity to yeur (elves as well
as to God ; and in compaffion of your cafe he is arifen
§ to your aflitance, againft thofe lufts which warr’d againft
your fouls : and will you not readilie accept hisaid, and
fecin with him again@t them ?> Are you not willing to
B {marc 2 lictle, fo thefe may die for’t> Who would be
much troubied for a {light wound, if in receiving i¢ he
# gave a mortal one to his deadlie Enemie ? Sampfon was
#willing co have the houfe fall upon his own head 5 thac
he mighe chereby revenge himfelf upon the Philifine
§ Lords, who had put out hiseyes, and were making {pore
\With him: And why fhould not you as well confent to
ithe fall of your houfes and eftares too, if therewith thac
creature-love, delight and confidence, which have done
fo much to befool and blind you, may be crufht to
\death ? The Phyfitian is not onlie fubmicced to, buc
paid for his Phyfick , though hisbicter Pills and Porions
might make us fick before they helpt us to our healch »
b And fhall we behave our felves worle roward God , wha
i delights not in our fmarc and lorrow, anlie if'necd Le, wil
t let hisdeareft (ervants meer wich manifold tempeacions
Pand eryals? If chen the Fire which hath taken away

much
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mitich of the world from you, hath taken your worldfinefs |
too, and by the influence of the Dwm_i: Spirit (that Coee |
feftial Fire) hath made for che purifying of your foulsy
fo that yon come out of it, asche three Children out of
the Furnace, not onlie unhurc , but unbound; having
chofe {nares and fetrers of carnal affe&tions, whereby!
you were firaicned and enchrall’d ; burnt from off you,!
inflead of repining ac chis Providence, you have reafon
rather toindire Songs of praifeco him thac hach redeems®
ed and advanc’t you inco the trueft Libertie, the Nobleftd
Freedome whereof you are capable. |

(3.) Ancther grear advantage of this Difpenfacionis,”
That wow you have a moft proper feafon for the exercife of
faith, patience, and [elf-refignation , with fuch like graces;®
which are efpeciallie requifice in, and peculiar to 2 fuffe="
ring ffate.  In profperitie chefe are as it were obfeur’d,
(like Stars in theday time) and chrough difufe weakned,
tothe greacdifadvancage of chefoul ; buc adverfide ex=
cites and polifhes them, puts them upon a&tion , and fo's
difplaies cheir ufe and excellencie, to the honor of the
Author, and the great benefit and comfore of the olvn="
ers. This we find one end of che cribulations of Chrifti=
ans, That the tryal of their faith might be foumd unto praifey
hanowr p’fﬂ({rﬂfﬂf_}’, at the ﬁ_ppfrzrjﬂg of :-}-J,; 5 C]ﬁrfﬂj i Pﬂ:.]_.? :
And why fhould not all che Spiritual Powers and Facul- ¢
ties wherewith God hath furnifhe his fervanes be broughe =
into exercife ? To what other purpofe is Grace beflow'dp
Why do Generals furnith their Souldiers with Armour:
and Weapons , buc for the fight? And what a fhame
would it be for any of chele to murmure becaufe he’s
plac’cin thefront, or fet to guard any Pals which re= i
quires wacchfulne{s and valour ? How would Valour be
aftuated and difcovered, if there were nodifficulcies and
dangers foric to encounter  The verie® Coward thac -
while mighe pafs for & valiant man. To get fo much |

Book-
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book-skill in Milirarie matcers, asto be able to difcoutfe!
b an Army (hould be Govern’d and Mar(hall’d , how
Snfers and Retreats thouid be m1c{e s and what thould
& done inthis cafe and che other, isa matter of nogrear
\ifficultie 3 bu to be able a&uallie to lead an Army,and.
Whorder ic aright in all the varieties of Battel , requires.
Sother kind of courage; conduét, and prefence of mind;
Nd accordinglie yields another kind of glorieto him
Natis poffeft of; and (hews forch the fame, Whil@k you
“greina full condition, and all things went according to
wjur own defires, you mighe {peak, and hear, and read
S living by faith, and depending upon God, and refign-
3 our felves and all we have to hiswill , whilt you had
“itle cryal for thefe Graces. Butnow 4 Sirs, fhew what =t
"8 can do, being broughr upon the Stage, whether you
"lve been fo diligencin learning your part, that you can
W adt it readilie and becominglie, What comfort can
@i now take in a promife , who have lictle elfe lefe to
it to? Can you bear up manfullic under all your
mieflures, refting fingly on the truth , goodnefls, and
gl-lufficiencie of God ? Can you follow him confident-
(8> though he lead you in the dark ? Can you fubmit to
d imbracehis will , when it contradiGts your fenfes ?
Wlhisis a (cafon for difcovering how you have improv'd
gbur time, and the means you have had to ger well fir-
i&d for whac you mighe afrerward be call’d o : would
ube content to fpend your time and pains in training
P 2 fervanc co bis work, and after that let him lie idle,
tad (hew no fruic of all?Or if your negligence hath beent
ich, thar fo long profperitie, and fo great adyancages as
pu thereinenjoyed, have been 1oft upon you 5 it is bue
it thae adverfitie ic felf thould teach you, what it feems
ou Will learnno other way. And indeed we are com-
fionly too remils in times of eafe and peace, to make
dovifion for the troubles that may be comingupon us ;

Itke
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like foolith Travellers, thac becaufe the Sun fhi,
whenthey fer ouc, think nor of preparing for a Sto m
for fuch men to be well weacher-beaten, i3the belt
to make them more provident forthe future : As in fap
cing, cohit 2 man a found blow , will do more to mak
him {tand opon his Guard, thana bare dire@ion would
or, 1f you will, as Wars them(elves do more to make mé
expert Souldiers, thanany Fencing=School or Trainig
exercifes can. Thus the Apoltle tells us , chat eribulasy
workeeh pasience, and patience experience, Roms. §4 3.
a Chriftian comes more to fee the wanc of his fpiricug
armour than before he did, and therefore labours an
prays for ic wich greater diligence and carnefinefs. By
If any man (hould ask , whether ic was mor better nevefl
tohave need of chis, by being freed from chofe afflii
ons thac make ic neceflary? I may cake leave co tef
him, 1t {avours of an impudence, unbefeeming (o fillg
a Creature as man, tocallin queflion the proceeding
of his Maker, and demand whether he mishe not hay
ordered chings better than he hath. Who fhould pre<
feribe the way to heaven , buc he chac owns both it andl
us , and may beflow ic upon what conditions he will3 3
And though (if need were ) ic mishe be evident chagh
there 1s grear wifdome and equiry in thac order whicl [
God hath eftablithe, yecits enough forus, thar we are
eold ig is his pIEl.{'ur:, that H'.‘-rcr:{gﬁ many tribulations we
enter into bis Kingdome , and muft fight before we ¢risfh
umph, overcome before we are crown’d.  And if chis ba f'
his fecled will , we may eafily apprehend how needfil
faith and patience are for this prefent ftate ; and howll
much for our advantage that-condition is, which does not
only put us upon the exercife , but tends to the advance~
ment of them. -
- (4) All chefe your loffes may prove very oainful to!
YU, asereby your hearss may be drawn nearer to God, carri=

ed
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R ot oot after Lim dil‘.iff canfed 1o ‘#rmfﬂ.' to him with

C he grm”rﬁ,-mﬂgﬁ, refolution and r’ﬂf&!ﬂ:’ii as upon ﬂ-,_ntg-

8ral accounts may appear. This will indeed neceflarily
bollow from what wene before 4 h‘hat inrerelt the world |

Wlofech in your hearts, God will gain: fo much as your -
Saffeions are taken off from things below, fo much '

“Swill they be plac’c the more vpon things above, More-

Hover, fo difingenuous and inconfiderate we are , asoften

g0 be drawn away into a forgetfulnefs of God, by thofe

0 ery mercies and comforts which fhould have made us

Whindful of him, and engag’d us clofer to him, and in

Mfiich a cafe (which happens too frequently) by the remo-

Wl of thofe we may better learn what 2 kind of depens

lfance that is we have alwayes upon him, and how much -
g¥e have been beholden to his beunty,, when we were

iccle affeed toir. It is alfe very profitable for us tobe
mometimes caftinto fuch a plunge , whence we plainlie

gerceive God only can deliver us; for this will put us

idPon more follicitous enquiries after him» make us relie

gpon him , and that with 21l our weight and firefs |, and
Mill help usco a clearer fenfe of his loving kindnels and

wllmighrinefs, in affording us relief when all ocher refu~

Jges faill'dus. A friends hand put out to 2 drowning

iian is grafpt wich another kind of faftnefs, and regard-

Mwich another kind of welcome and desrnels, than

! fhen they walke rogether upon the Land. Furcher-

‘More, when thac which was wont to flandin competition

MithGod , and to divide our hearts berwixe it felf and

lim, (hall be takenout of the way, there’s greac hopes

dac we (hall with more eafe and fieadinefs center upon

bm alone. He that’s ac a2 ®and which of two friends

fthat are of contrarie parties) he thould adhere to y may

uickly be refolved, when he finds one of them forfaking

im, the other flicking to him at his greacef® need : when

ke have found there wasa /3¢ in oar right band 5 it may

; diive
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drive ns moft efteRuallie co the crue and everliving God
Nothing bue wilful fottithnels could any longer make

- aqueftion, whether God or Ba4/ was to be followed, wh
they {aw to whac difgrace the Idel had expos’d §
Priefts, whom he could neicher hear nor help, and hg
palpably he was witnelt againt by fire from heaven. A
1f ic was pollible for any of you o be fo weak, asin |
leafttonale betwixe two Opinions, whether God or th
World was to be followed with greate@ earnefine(s, img
brac’c with moft affe®ion, I hope the controverfie it
now fullyacan end. You fee what a2 God the Worldig
that cahnordefend its felf, much lefs its followers ;! ouf’
the Lotd Febovabis Aill as good,-and powerful, and (ufff
clent, as ever he was, and will {o remain forevef!
Shall not then allthe love and confidence ‘you had fea
tered away and mifplac’e upon the Creature, be récoll
leGted thence, and fixt upon him, who (as you may noff

plainly (ee)only deferves ic, and who only can requi

it? How canyou now chufe bur fay wichin your felve
well, fince the WWorld hath thus raken irs farewell , and fled g

%

way, why fbould we fallow it wicﬁﬁgé; and tearsy and refulh
A

-

to be comforted Lecanfe it is nor 2 Why [henld we mourn for thle:
whicnh bath profited us fo little , and been no mare kind ni
faithful tons 2 Noy rather les us fit down and Lewail onr folll
in over=l eving [uch trifles, than Le guilty of worfe inl angif ﬁ
ing after themy when we have found that they are [uchy amy
with thefe tears in our eyes let us betake our [elves to our lovil
and good Gud 5 {rom whem our bearts have too much wilke
dred , and befeech bins 10 sake them wholly to him[elf , alk
never mure [offer them to dote upon [o unwirthy, unfuicable diS
jefts. And indeed what way have you fefc, if you &
2ll confulc for your own intereft, buc thus to retire o
God ? If you fhould yet rather cleave to the Remnant

of your ERates, or fortifie your felves with hopes of Ke

covering them, and from thefe srounds ferch your chil

fupport
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| fupport, 2 carnal ones do, you do but more hazagd, the
f— lofs of all, and the utter blafting of thefe hopes, ~ =
.. - If you indeed belong to God, hee’l throw down “alf
B your fortreffes, and drive you out of all your holds, bue
'- E:.:'l recever you to himfelf, If ingenuiry will not bring
. you, necefficie fhall. And isit not Facherly love thac thus
copcerns it felf withyou , and bringsyou under the hap=
. py difcipline of hisfamilie, and will leave no means
uncryed, racher than {uffer you to remain at {fuch an hure-
ful difance fromhim. And how greac is his goodne(s,chat
he will fo readilie receive and welcomeus, upon our res
turn to him after all our ftrayings ; yea, although we are
thus fetche back again by 2 kind of necefliey ? Mighe he
not juftlie upbraid us with our former unthankful and
‘unkind behaviour thar we were fo firange to him
n theday of our profperitys andliv’d asif we had no
great need of him, thac we came not to him rill all our
other lovers had forfaken us ; mighthe not cherefore bid
us, now go to them in the day of our extremity, and fee
‘what they candoforus ? But fo gracious is his Nature,
Lthac he treats us noc afier this race, as in Jullice .be
b mighe ; buc is ready co give us the {ame loving enter-
tainmen; chac the Fatber in the Gofpel did tohis Prodi-
- gal Son.
& To concludethen, Will not this prove a fingular mer-
cy, to have your Husks remov’d , chat fo you may be
broughe into your Fachers arms, and live more upon the
fubftancial facisfying bread thac is in his houfe ¢ Will
I you not acknowledge it to proceed from love, that when
! zuu artended not as yon ought to more gentle calls, God
bobath dealc with you much like as Abfalen wich Foal,
I who when he had twice fent for him in vain, fer fire on
b his Field co bring him away ? And be fure, God calls
b You not chus earnefilic to him upon any rtrivial bufinefs ;
b wifdome and goodnefs fhine forth inall his a&ings: And
will
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will you not foon own them in chis, when you fhall here-
by be put upon meking up Your lofles out of God him-
felf, upon fearching more diligentlic than ever you
did,, whacthereis cobe found in him thac will fuppore
and {acisfie 2 man thac hath noching elfe to truft top
Will it, do you chink, miake nothing for your intereft,by
thele fearches to actain cledrer apprehenfionsof cthe bog=
tomlef(s creaflures of goodnefs o be hadin God, andef
his moft perfect adequate fuitablenzfs to the humane
foul? When moreover, you fhall be brought to live
more finglyupon him, to converfe more feelinglie with
him, and (hall better relifh thofe furet pleafures of his i
prefence and (ervice 3 and fhall be moré [ollicicous than
ever to make fure chac he 1S yours, and 6 walk fo, that
you may keep your Evidences clear ? Is he ‘worthy the
name of a Chriftian, that if thefe priviledges were to be |
bought, would not willinglie parc with all he had to ob="
tain them ?  Why chen fhould not you as willinglie pare
with what God fees fit to remove; in'order to his giving ¥
inthe {ame? Effare’s [weet, bur Lifé's [wedrer , faith che W8
Murriner , when he throws his goods overboard to pre= i
ferve his temporal life ; and will not you chearfullie 8
bear as much for the advancement of a Spiritual and Di=
vine Life ? Andif thefe prove indeed the fruits of Gods &
prefent dealings with you, will you niot be found as much
beholden to this Fire he fent(excepting only a local cran~ 8
flacion) as Elias was to his Fiery Charior, whilt i chus B
refines you from your earchlinefs , and carries your fouls
{o much nearer to God » g

s, Buclaftly , The benefic of this Providence may &
hereafcer more fully appear, in that it may prove an happy
means of preparing you for fome (urther tryals that God [ball
eall youto , or for dearh it [elf, whenever it fball befall you.
Though you fhould not now fo well know what God is
doing wich you, yec you may know hereafter: He only,

in
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| inwhofe hands our times are » €an tell whae dajes you
| maybe referved for, andwhacic may coft yoy faichfully
to follow the Lamb 1n the way thac he” hath fed and pre-
ferib'd you. And perhaps he faw you more entangled in
the affairs of chis life, than is fic for chofe that have
your warfare to accomplifh , and more than would fyf-
fer you to pleale him whofe Souldiers you are, The pa
thacis yec behind for you to walk over, may be fo raugﬁ
¥ and untrod, thac whilf you were laden wich chick clay,
& you could nec have been able to make progre(s therein,
and therefore may you be rendred more lishe and fic for
 travel ; the weight which preft you down being taken 2
Wy, even an earchlie load WiLhDEl[ you, and the greacer
@ load of carnal affe&ions from within, It cimes of fuf-
fering for the truth, there’s nothing ordinarily proves a
more dangerous (nare than a greac eflate. It had been
§ bappy, for oughe I know, far the young man inthe Go-
Bipel, if all his poff:ons had been burne before he came
to Chrilt; he had chen, at lea, wanted that temptacion
watch made him go away (orrowful. And as happy hadic
been for many another, if their riches had been {ent the
Hame way, before they were call'd to lofe them for
(Chrift: for then we may probably fuppofe, theyhad nee
forfaken him for love of thisprefent world, which nong
ate o 2pt o do, as they who have moft in it to cleave t0»
dn St. Fames bis time, it was the rich men chac were op-
ipreflors and perfecutors , whillt che poor onlie were
| Confeflors and Mareyrs, Tam, 2. 53657. And o in all
times it isufual. How know you then bue God hath ta-
Ken the woild from you, leaftin a day of crial it fhould
thavedrawn you away from him. Thus may the burning
kof your houles enabie you the betcer to burn ac a ftake,
if ever you (hould be cali’d to’t 3 and {o one Fiery Tryal
Would fic you for another, But though you efcape chis,
jet death you cannor elcape s and to behold in chis
H
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manter the Funeral of worldlic wealth and glorie , may
very much prepare you for your own. The greater trouis |
bles you mee with in your journey, will they noc make:
you long the more for your journeys end? When the®
Traveller finds his money fall (hore,or him(elf tired oue
with che lengeh and badne(s of his way , then ‘he falls
more heartilie to withing himfelf ‘ac home: Not that
you ought in one of fonah’s Petsto take on, and defire
by all means to die prefentlie, becaule your Gourds ares
3;'_{;{35.:*:;{ . }?{]ur Hﬂil:ilhil]g EHE['«:S fﬂdﬂd IWEY. Nﬂﬂe Of=
dinarilie aremore unfic, and if the cruch was knowny
more unwilling rodie , than they whoia a difcontented’
mood are wifhing themielves deads for it muft be loye
to heaven mote than wearine(s of the earth , chac'can
confer chigfienels , and chiswillingnels, But yec wich-
out queftion, you may make this improvement of all'che:
{marc and wearinels you feel, shereby to be fet a longing™
after che “promifed eafe and re®. Thole defires afrer’
death, which proceed from a ferious ‘apprehenfion of the:
Worlds vanicy, and ics unfirnefs ro be your refling place; 38
and arehounded with 2 fubmiffion to ‘Gods Will, 2
not on'ie lawful, bur commendable ; and 'you may e= ¥
fieem ir a mercie to have them quickned : Perhaps whilt 38
your prefent fate was pleafant and defirable , you found 3§
it fomeching difficul to ger heartilie willing ro leave'it,
artoreprefenr toyour (elf any other condicion fo much i
betcer, 24 might make you defirous toparc wich chis : But i
now, I hepe, this difficultie is much abated, if not whol=S%
lie removed. [f you found fuch plentiful and pleafing en-"%
eercainment o your Inne, that you began to chink of 2=%%
bidine there , ‘and to grow forgetful of yourown homey
will you nat be of another mind when you have met'§
wich rougher ufage? Itisnot Lazarss his hard fare, but
Dives hisdailie dainties, ‘and fuch like Bands of lovess
which chiin poor creatires to the Worlde Moreovers




| (112)
it.is tobe confidered , that at Death you mup
lergone the (ame, anda greater trial .than
§8 have done , in leaving that which hathi now 1
o8 and then to have found your heare
i ture , and unwilling tobee torn from 1t 5 would have
' been much more grievous to you.  Far {afer It 1s that
W our Bladders flip from under usin the fhallow water ,
S where we may trie our skill wich left hazard , than in the
Sdeep, where wee muft cither {wim ordromn, By this
wlexperience you have had of yourfelves , hoyw you can
S bear che departure of the world s 1f you have found cut
y yourweakne(s, you are yecin.2 capacirie of loaking out
J8or help, and gerring betcer provided for your laft
“encounter; orif you have difcovered frengeh , youmay
izhe more chearfullie expett , ‘and boldlie addrefs your
t¥felves chereunto, Thus you {ee, this affli@ion, which 4
Wprefent [eems not joyores byt Lrievonsy may afterwards yield
Witie peaceable frujrs ef righteoufnefs, to thofe thar are exercifed
@lerenith : And therefore it feems no way abfurd
ply the exhoreacion ro you, which we finde, 7z
wboet the Lrother of ﬁ;;g:‘} degree
Wkrejoyce that be 75 (thus to his advanrage) made low.
g Andbefides: what may accrue 1o the fufferers them-
gielves, Imishi(the more o engage thelr fubmiflion )men-
wtion the sood thar may hereby be done to or hers : asthis
Mignal Providence may rend toawaken our [ nd, and
gPut us upon Repentance and Reformation 3 or at Jes
@may quicken all chac are fertous, todo whar imnchem lies

have un-
now you
efe you s
fticking to the crea-

areac

o ap-
. Li10;
( notonly be concenr, bur )

gfor the promoting of this work; and may alfo be a means
JOF terrifying fome caralefs hiners from cheir waies of
Pwickednefs, andor bringingthem home o God, If
a0y fuch work as this wac to bedoney ora Warning olya
€n tothe Nition, and God {3z bu

W fit todo icby the burn.
Ing of our Merropolis, why thould you not fieely cons

BeIC thac your houfes (hould goin with

cthers, fo the
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accomplifhment of his Will? If cheir deftrution may
be any meansof preventing the overthrow of the King-
dome; yea, or keep any poor foul out of erernal burning 5
You have no caufe to finde fault with cheir being laid
out fowell. And if any one fhould think ic mighc have
conduc’tmote to thefe ends ; tohave fingled out ch
dwellings of the prophanelt finners , and made them
warnings tothe reft, fparing all {uch as feared Gods
They may do wellto remember , thatic becomes noc¥
them to prefcribe to infinite wifdome, what waies to
cake for the bringing aboue his own defigns; which de« ¥
figns we are far from knowing perfedtly , and lefs peres
fe&ly canwe tell , whatmeansare bett f{uiced forche'®
compaffing of them. But, L{uppofe, [ have faid fo ¥
much of the benefits, thacmay hereby be givenin totrue |
Chriftians, asmay {ufficiently demonitrace, thac chis
cloud, as dark asitis, hacha bright fide (hining upos!
Gods people, which may, 1n irs kinde , do them as much
fervice, as the Pillar of Fire did tothe Ifraclires in cheit
March : Whil'@k they, that A gprian-like, are cloud-#
ed with the, mifts of wickednefs and errour neither per-i
ceive the benefic theyenjoy s mor parcake of it.  Andi
though fuch blinde Atheilts. or inconfiderate ones, may R
cocheir own hurt, mif-con@rue the methods of Provi-#
dence, inlafhing the good and {paring the bad, ordeal-%
in2 2like with both; yea, though #pright men themlclVesg
mav be fomewhat affonied at this 5 yet Jhall the innocent Jir &
up bimfelf againfs the Hypocrite ; the righteons alfo (ball holdy
on bits ip;;:'f.:: aind be that bhath f:{c';.r:rj hands fhall be [Erongeriy
and fivongers Tob 17 2,9. And thus, I hope , fhould I
2y no more , 1 have fhewed you abundant ground for’
patience and quietnefs under the hand of God. Since.

(1) Itisthehand of God, who cannot Wrong you s
and therefore gives you no caufe to murmu. A
(2 This hand of God hath not hure you, and chere:

-
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fore gives you no caufe to complain.

" (3 ) Jc may greatly profit you,and fo rather gives you
caufe to be thankful. Two or three Confiderations mere
1 have to fusgeft, which I thall wich more breviry di-
fpatch, having tood fo long on thefe.

. 4. Though your fufferings themfelves cannor, yeg
your impatience under them may very much bart you o whil’[¢
on the ather fide, your parience will equally turnto your ads
vAntage. And this may fufhciencly inftru& you y if you
have any refpek to your own intereft, outward or in®
ward, which to choole, To purfue thisina particular in-
ftance or two. : TRy

(1) By quarrelling wich Gods Will in his proceed-
| ings, youadd fin to your «fflictions, and thereby puca fting
incothem, thac may do you that mifchief, which other-
| wife they never could.  Whac think you isa {in, 1f chis
| benot, to be difcontent with any thing which God (hall
| do with you ? Do younot feem fo far to accufe him of
| want, either of wildome, faithfulnefs, or goodnefs, and

' fo of want of ficnefs and right to bee your Governour @
And what'sthis, butcodefire chac your affairs were in

your own hands, asif then you could order:chem berter ?

| And have. you nor reafon 1o fupprefsthe very (irft motions
which have fo much wickeduoefs, rebellion, and licele lefs

than blafphemie in them?You may remember here,what 1
have formerly faid, to demonfirate thar fin 15 the greateft
milchief that can light upon the foul of man. If co com-

ply with the Divine Will, in all expreffions of it, be his
only inrere®t, then to refift chis Will, muft needsbe his

preatel mifery? Verily, there isno fucha deformed
monQrous fishe in the whole world , as tebehold 2 crea-

ture rifng up againft his Maker, and entring into a {o-
lemn war with Heaven icfelf; whether ic be in violating
his gracious precepts , or repining at his wife providen-

ces» And the very howling of Wolves , or croaking of

| - H 3 Toads,




Toals, is a thouland times more acceprablé noife, than
to hear men complain and fpeakill of the blefled mdg-ood -
God , or any of his waies : For their noife, be it never fo
harfh, is natural to chem; buc this har(her voice of mur
muring , 1smoft unnatural, and a very breaking of the
harmony of the Creation, which confifisin a {weet and
chearful obedience of all creacures to him , from whom
they receiv’d cheir beings, faculties, conditions, andema.
ployments; and in their conflant celebrationsof his boun-
tic, according to their feveral capacities, lsnot the
dumb meekne(s of a2 Lamb more graceful to all men,
than the roaringsand firivings of 2 Swine ? Elpecially -
woen kindnefs, rather than violence,  is offered tous
bowever our falfe opinions reprefencic.  Wanc of rea-
fon may excufe the @ruglings of a Bruic,  whea you
toplack a Thornout of his foor, ordo him any the like §
courcebie 5 but fuch bruitithnefs in a Reafonable Crea~
ture, . is inexcufable ! Believeir; Sirs, fuch unfeemly
carriage as this,  isinfinitely wotfe in che thing it felf,
and more difgraceful to you in the eyes of God and good
men, than your lofing all the monie and goods you: had"
inthe world: This meannefs of fpiric, is another kinde -
of unhappinefs and difhonour, than any other povertie,
Buc on che contrarie, to bearup under Gods hand with
patience and courage, isa greater commendation and
priviledge, than coabound in all riches. Wharever the &8
world may chink, it is undoubcedly crue, chat co com=3 ,
plywith the will of God under any [ffering , #a grearer Mefj- P
fing, thanto have been fecured from that [uffering.. To bee: |
content with fickne(sasic comesfrom God , is a greater
mercie thanto bee inhealth; and fo patience under all &
your lofles, is agrearer happinels than to have loft no-
thing+ For the worft of meén may parrake of thefe tem=
poral favourss but good men only are Eﬂl‘lchl:: withfoexs |
cellenc afpirir. Thiscried and approved Faith and F:- _
tience,

o
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gience , are machmore precious than the Gald that & tryed
(ot chan all thac you have loft) by shefire, How worthie
and commendable a thingis ic, fora Chriftian in the
loweft, poorelt,and meft afflicted Rare, ﬁlll_ to think and
fpeak as well and honourablie of God 5 who hath brough
him intoit, as ever béfore he waswont ? To Apologize
for thac Providence which hee fmarts under , EF_IC! to let
Spettacors know , thac heedifcerns fo much equitie and
mercieinic s thac he cannoc chufe buc {ubmic therero

& Might you not hereby do more to vindicate God before- »

the world, than any other, by baredifcourfingcan? And
by your pradtice might condemn and (hame all thofe un-
manlie ones that act contrarilic; and may convince
themfelves and others, thaticis from the weaknefs of

coeir Faich,  the fallenefs of their opinions, and the un-
* gulinefs of their paffions, thatthey keep fuch a cemplain-

ing , and noc from any real caufe that God hach given
them. This yon may teach them more effeQually than
another out of your condirioncan ¢ For cthey are prelenc-
IY aprto I'CP!}' o i'uch d ong , {F}'m wds in Wy Lj: (]
would be as bad your [elf ; butwhen chey fee one in che
like cafe, whofe carriage is {o unlike cheirs, they will the

 fooner bee puc to filence, and fet upon imication of ic.

And would not this, do you think, very much endear you
to God, to behold in you fuch a love for himfelf, fucha
liking of his a&tions, and fuch a zeal for his honour?
How dowe finde bim, as it were, glorying of che perfe-
verance of bis Champion Jop, ro Satan his Acculer.in chac
heheld faft his integricy, although his eftare was defiroy-
gd, Fob2.3. And does notboth Ged and Satan now {ook
lpon you , rooblerve how you will behave your felves
and willic not pleafe and glorifieGod,vex and confound

| Satan; to behiold. your carriage , like that boly mans ?

How acceprable, alfo, will ic bee ro the Lord Jelus, o
fee you tranfcribe the copy he (et you, towalk as fe walkry
When upon earth, and 1o carry your felves as hee wonr |

H 4 - under
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under all the (nfferings he mec wich init ? And'if ¢he eye
of the Prince, or General , will infufe valour “ingo the
foul of the verie® Coward , fhallic notanimate and raife
yout fpirits, to remember what Spe&tators you have, be- |

1des the Inhabiranes of this lower world ? Even God him-
{elf, and Chrift, and allche holy Angels, You need not |
{ure bee told, how much you are concern’d to gain the
good liking of chefe, and how much weight there is in
their approbation ; nor on the other fide, how fad and

thameful it would bee for you , tohave alithefe afhae

med of you, for your Cowardizs and fain;ing,
(2 ) Beflide thehure thar comes to yourinward man 3

¥ou will finde no bes efit to your outward eoncernsy by f roward-

#efs and impatiense.  He thar rumbles and [irives, likea |
wilde Ball in a nety will pever the fooner dif-entanole
himlelf, There’s pothing o bee gotten of God by this
courfe. He that fpar’d not his Rod, thoush hee knew it
mighc difpleafe you, will noc cakeic off meerly becaufe

you are not pleas’dwith it.  Wife Parents, though ne=
ver fotender, ufe notto have regardco all the foolifh '.
paffions and defires of their Children: and aslittle reas
fonis there, that God thould give heed to yours For
are they any better than childih, whileft the greae
ground of them (to give no other proof ) is, that world-
1y things are perithing and eranfitory; ory that according
to their nature,they are palt away from you,  Now whae
weaknels would you account ic, for 2ny man to fic weep=
ing for a beautiful Flower, becaufe ic wichers in -his
nand, and becaule rhe wincer-cold will not permic him
e0 have hts fair Tulips and fweer Rofes 2 Or ro affid
bimfelf, becaufecthe Moon waxes and wanes, and will
not alwaies abide 1n the Full 21 What relief wouldyon
have oivento thisfond mourner? Should the feafons of :
ti:e year, or che courfe of nature be alcer’d togratifie his |
humour? And do you not know thar there are chinges -
12 Sublunary chings, aswell as in the Moon'? S::l’onds
a0
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and Vicifficudes in our condirion, as well asin the year ?
And boch pmc::e:d from the {ame wifdome, though they.

| appear not alike regular and conftants Thereisa Day

and Night, 2 Winter and Summer,of profperity and ad-
verfity(I [peak of things without us.)And of thefe we may
fay, as the Plafmift of the other, fpeaking coGod 5 The
day tsthine, the night alfo 2 thine : Thox haft made [ummer
and winter , Pfal. 74. 16,17. Andis there any reafon
that be thould alcer the feafons , and chanse the nature

' of things, or the courfe of his providence , for the fatis-

. faction of every manthac is not pleafed wich ic ? Orif

this (hould {eem too notional, you may eafily apprehend,

 thar peevifhnefs and fiubbornnefs, may provoke God ra-
therto continue,, thanceafe from lafhing you. *Tisno
difcretionin a Parent’, to{pare the Rod alwaies when
the Childe cries , (the Wile man advifes the contrary)
muchlefs to difmiffe him whil’®} he is fomachful : And
whoy fhould you think the Father of Spirits will leave you
till he hach brought you intobettex {ubjedtion to him » It
feems by your carriage, there is much corruption leftin
 the Soul co be drawnout: and the fame mercy thac ap-
 plied 2 Corralive becaufe it was needful , is like to hold
iconwhilfticisfo. Bucwhenthe cure is wrought, when
pacience hath had its perfet work within you, youare
nearer to a freedome from that, which hath beenthe ex-
ercile of your patience. When the Childe is brought to
| kifs the Rod, the Facher is wont to 1ay it down.  When
| you can heartily fayto God, Thy #ill bee doney you are

Miklief to hear from himy, Be it tothee as thou wilt, For they

hold creature-comforts falteft , who fic loofeft from

| them ; they deferve them beft , and are in the leaft dan-

. ger “Fbﬂﬂ?, hure by them,  To bumble our felves under the

wighty hand of God, isa fure Way , in his due time'to be ex-

\dlted, 1 Pe, 5. 6. Youhave heard of the patience of Fob ,

and [een the end .::rfréf Lord , that bee is very F“fif‘”‘r and of
' tender

- — — .
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tender mercy. _]ames e ddn Andnone tafte fooner, op
more plenceonfly,of this pity and mercy, than they who
are moft perfe&ly fubdued to his plealure. ""

( 3) They that give way to impatience , if they will®
but have while to’ look into themfelves, may eally
difcern what harm there isin it, if it werefor nothing elfe,
bucthat continual difguicr asd inward torment wherewith it
% artended.  The patlionare manyas well as the cruelstrons
blech his awn flefb. ~ The mort fadtious Souldierin an Ars ™
my, or (editions Cirizen in 4 Common-wealch , cannot
raife half thofe ftirs and cumules chere, asunruly paffions
doina Scul, © What mire and dist do they contnually -
caftup? And how do they unficus for duty to, and con="
verfe with;both God and our Brother, and embiccer all |
the comforts we enjoy ¢ Thereisno Neronor Phalarzs ¥
inthe world, {o ingenioully cruel 5 ,as man when he be-
comes his own Tormentor, He does worfe by far, than
the Queen we are told of, whoheld an Alp to her brealts
for- hee mainrainsa gnawing Worm cantinually within
him, which is near a kin tothac we read of , which nevers
dies. . Though affifion mighg make his fle(h fmarc, ye£ ¥
it coutd not fo pierce his foul, did not he himfelf drive
it iny purting vexation into the creature, whichis vanity,
A Sword, which hee findes fticking in his Clothes, hee
madly chrufts forward, and cherewich Rabs himfelfrothe
heart, A Spider;which was faln incohis Cup, whenceit
mighc have been gently taken without any burc, bee
fqueezes and {wallows down, to poifen himfelf, if poffi-
ble, therewich, ' How elfe could ic be, chac mens lofing
of their eltates, fhould make them lofe cheir wits too 2
Sure there’s no fuch connexion berwixe their mony and
their reafon, that they muft tand and fall cogether. Bug ¥
the bufinelsis, chey fit poring upon cheir troubles, aqd 1
reprefencing them ta themfelves fo dreadfully , till cheie 3

fpirits are overwhelmed, and cheir brains waaknad:hgrc-, |
yi g
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: Likea foolith man, who fhould geq 2 Glafs}, ‘
bft:ﬁ:ms Speltators with hideous ﬁghc’;’ ﬁndmﬁ thar
K’hnﬂars and Devils, and then fand gaz (hapes;,

ZIng Inic,
wich the very horrour, hee goes befides himfelg, No
though 1 hope none that fear God, are capable of ;
exorbitancies of paffion, yet [er them beware of the fir
rifings and bublings up thereof in che foul , lctﬁthg._y
{hould fwell to 2 boifterous Sea, whole waves they will
difhcultly reprefs and calm. Thus you.fee the 1nordi-
| nate forrow of the world, works death, whild by j%éj:ﬁiﬂﬂ to
. him chat corre&@s us, we live, bj’;.{:.lz. 9. Anod live indeed

wedo, atanother rate than dlfcnntentet_:l, fickly mindes
are wont. By patience wee do truly poffe/s a;;;‘rﬁraf; , and
enjoy our {elves, and may fee] liele alterarion wichip |
whateveris done without us, Though I will noc (ay ic’s
w aneafier ching , rorife up ro this quiet, humble frame ;

than to fall into the contrary , yer | may well fay , i¢’g
much more for the eafe of the Soul, when areain’d to: {o
much more 1s will abundantly recompence alf the Paing
% takenin che getcing of it , and may well fet men upon

diligence to chac purpole + Efpeciallyif we confider whag
i was faid before, that this is the neareft and (yrefy Way ro
® deliverance. And ific be (0,20 eafie way I am fure itis s
& What's ehis,but fand (il and fee the [alvation of the Lord
i Or as the Prophet to the Fews, 7 resrning and reff. [l

e be _ﬂwm’, i g#ffmqf s and mﬂﬁdg;;{:f ﬂ,—;;f, ; i i ﬁrwgf;}_

{fa,30.15. Orifthe cutward afflitions (hould i
mainupon you, yer there is in fome fenfe,
efespe, whilft you are thus made able tg [y o ;
13,

Latly, Confider how by your unfeemly: deje@ion
under the hand of God, o1

#may do very much to the prejys
dice of the Chriftian Kelivion, which ily

| believe and love,  What will the Ache:
| the prophane (coffer {ay , when they fhall

S
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fottifh and malicious they are, that if chey do but fee you
inaffliction, they are Rraightway {cornfully demanding ,
Where s now their God ? But what willthey (ay , if they =
(hould hear you your felves unbelievingly cry ouc, '
Where 15 onr God 2 Will they not bereadyto cry , Thus s -
the Religion they make [uch boaft of 5 which you [ee bow listle
it does for thems in 4 day of extremity : Theytalke of promifes,
vich and precions prumﬁﬁ*; , but where are they now 2 Orto
what purpofe dothey[erve ? They faid they bad a tresfure in
Haven, what ails them mowrn [0 then , if their ricoes bee =
Jhere 2 And carnal worldlings will bee drawnto think, §
chat whateve: fine ralk you might have abour God and
Heaven, your heares were moft upon the {ame things
that theirs were, fince your grief for their removal, isas
oreacas theirs, They know by experience, what aftay |
B s te the heart, toliave anable, faichful friend to de=
pend upon, or tohave hopes of a great eftate (hortly to ¥
€11l tothem; and théy’l never be pariwaded , you have 3
anj fuch ground of comfore , if chey fee you as much calt #
down, as thole thacprecend rono fuch matter. By chis

means, the precepes of Chrift to conftancy and contents
ment in all eftates, will come to bee looke upon ( like

thofe of the Stoicks Jonly as Aagnifica verba, Brave words, ¥
but fuch as are impoffible to bee pra&is'ds and the whole W
of the Gofpel will bs raken for an Atery notion , fince W
they thac profels oreareflt regard toic , are no more helpt §
thereby. Oh what a (hame isic, that Religion thould ¥
in chis cafe make no more difference berwixe man and %
man! Thatic fhould not , do Ifay? Yes furely ic will , 3§
where ever it is in ruth and power.  For does not the &
efence ofit, lyein thefouls bzing brought off from che §
world, and felf-will , to the love of God and {ubje&i- |
ontohim? Wherefore [omuch (ubmi(ion to his will, fo ¥
much holinefs and religion thereis in the foul. Oh Sirs, |

ehefe ( though chey make not fuch anoife and (hew ti;n J
the
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cheworld) are better differences of 2 godly man from 4
wicked, than any outward profeffion and performances;
( chough thefe 21fo may have their ufe and excellence. )
Wherefore (hew tothe world ( what ever their commen

. ¢enfures are ) thacicis not fomuch your care to differ

from them in fome by-opinions and litcle firinefles; as
in humility, meeknef(s;, contempt of the World , and
heavenly-mindednefs. And now ier thefe eraces dif-

- play them(elves, by yourchearful, pacient deporement

under all yourgrievances.  And labour you to chear up
your poor Neighbours, and ler them know what an un~
fic and foolith ching it is>to be fo much concernd for thefe
things, whil(t there are ten thoufand rimes greater offer~
ed totheir choice : and above all , fee that your couns

felsare backe by your examples.  Thiswill force anad-

miration fiom beholders, and make them rake kinowledge
of you 5 thar yeu have been with Fe[ws.  Your belief and
confidence in the promifes of the Gofpel, being chus
made manifeft , will honour them and him char made

¢ them; and may pur orhers upon enquiry, what ic isin Re-
ligion that produceth fuch notable effelts:’ As che brave
o and undaunted behaviour of Primitive Chriftians under

i
o
f

all bardthips and cruelcies, drew many Heathens firlt
to admire, after to fearch into, and embrace Chriftiani~
ty. Ifchefe chings bee well weighed, -you cannot bue

§ acknowledge, tharthe patience and calmnels, Iam

perfwading youto, is much more for your intereft both
of Soul and body, than the contrarytemper : Andif chis

be granted ; need Ifay any more co men of common

reafon ,-to diredt, or exhortthem, which to purfue and
embrace. And {o much for che fourth particular.

5. Farther reafon for, and help to this holy frame 3
you may finde’, If you will but take an impartial view of

" thofe many mercies, which are (ill wonchfaft yous the confi-

* deration whereof may infiru@ you, hoW unreafonable

and
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and dif-ingenuous icis , o have your eyes {o fil’dwich
tearsfor, and your mindes fo poflefwith , ‘the thoughes
of what'youhave [oft, 'chatyou (hould overlook andfor-
gecwhar you have left, Efpecizlly when che mercies
yetlefeyiare fo very confiderable asyours are, both Teme
poral land Spiricual, i nothing, do you think, thae
your lives are preferved, though your livelihood be lef-
fened? Thiswas promifedto Eledmelech as 1 great fa-
vour s ‘thir hrs life foold be given him for. aprey Fer. 30,
48. And doubrtlefs Lot took it for fuch, when the Angels
tefcued him from the flames char confum’d his City.
Whenhe washid to-efcape for his Life , We read nocof §
any Goods thathe carried along with him. = And though
this prefervationwas more fignalto him (as Noab’s allo &
was) inthac che rélt of .the Inhabitancs were deftroy’d,
yetis the ‘mereie never the lefs to you , for having many
more ta partake chereof : but you have caufe adminifired |
toblefie God, not only foryour felves, buralfs on the .:
behalf of your neighbours, friends, and relations; where~ ¢
as Lot himfelf did not altogecher enjoy this priviledge,
hits Sons, in Law perithing inche fire , ‘and his'Wife for
dooking back apinic: Her faul, ir’s probable; being that,
wwhich 1 am “wifhing you to avoid s viz. That'the'hada
longing minde-afcer her Houfe and Goods, infeadofa |
rhankful -hearc for her Life, wherefore remensber Loss
#ife. Butyet 'you know,fome there were(though;bleffed
be God,buva few ) thac loft their livesin the lare Coge I
flagration, and thac neicheryou nor yours were of thole
few, you owe'ittofree mercie, and owe for itthe hear= B
tieft thankfulnels, Ifchenicbecrue (what Truth him-
feif hach told us) thatrhe lifess more than meas 5 and. the
body than raiment, have you any reafon to repine, whilft |
the beteer is preférv’d,, though che worle fhould not? :
Bue, farcher, "1 fuppofe there are very few, if any of you, §
ftripc fo bare ; as not to have food ani raiment , which
whillt

‘Ii-"-|' =
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whil@ you'hiave, youarecommanded tobe content, and -
have reafon to bee fo; you may feeboth, 1 Tims, 6.8,
8 Facol’s ambition went nohigher , than for Bread to ear,
W and Clothes o pucon, Gen, 28, 20, and have not yon
W thefe fill 7 What choughthey be plain and homely,’ jif
| they fupply the neceffitiesof nacure , and keep you fig
i forthe worksyou havetodo in the world, whac'do you
M needfrom them more? Reafon and Religion' will cell
B you, chisis enough, whatevera flefhly difpofition may
W whine after, Moreover; have you not héalth and (trength,
 your reafon and fenles > befides all other parcicular met=
y cies to your felves or yours , whareof your own thoughes
W may prefent you wich 2 larger Catalogue than 1 caiyre-
! hearfe.
¢ And lec'me put it to your Confcience , whether icis
g more feemly for you that are encompalt with fo many
pemercies,to own and admire the goodnefs of the Donour,
Svor fadly tolament the removing of fomewhat you en-
"8joyed,and peevilhly to quarrel wich him thac did it, How
"SWould you cry fhame upon fuch carriage among men 2
8 To fee any one repine ac his friend for calling im'an hun-
#dred pound, whilft yet hee lefc him cwice as much in hie
#8hand : ' Or for a Childe to murmur ‘at'his Father , “frém
#8whom he'hach all his maintenance, for wichdfawing from
Ehim fomeching char hee may well enough bee wichoue,

{And how juft your thankfulnefs is upon account of whar
'S ' ‘ Anlier appear,if you confider,” thag
@il youhave proceeds purely from the kindnefs of youg
# Benefadtor; and thac he can as eafily remove all, as any
# Pare; yea,and may Jultly doit, and you have racher 'de-
g lerv’d that hee (hould fo, Look abroad “alfo into the
gworld, and obferve what multicudeschere are in worfe
g condicion thanyou ; and look back upon fermer éimes,
$ and fee whar firaics many of Godsdearef} fervanes have
IBEEH bmughr to, Such of whom the #/d nas ROt Wor-.

L0y,
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thy, found no beteer entercainmencin it, than in Sheep- |
skins and Goatskins o towander up and down in wilderneffes
and mountains. o dens and caves of the earth 3 and have nog
you betcer raiment and lodging thanfo?  Paslcclis us
of himfelf, thac he wasin hungringsand watchings, and
maincained himfelf by che work of his hands, Yea,
the Lord Jefus himfelf, when on earth, underwent hune
ger and chirft, wacching and wzarinefs , and had riot fo
much as where tolay his heads And is the Servant greage
er than his Mafter 2 Or fhall he complain whilft he hath *
the fame, or berter ufage chan be 2 “Tis recorded (as
remember ) of eAiexander , char when a difh of wacer
was brought him 4 in arime when all his Army was fore
affli&ted wich thirlt , hee threw ic away, on purpofe to |
teach chem patience by his own example, - And (hall not §
the examole of Jefus, the Captain of our Salvation, do §
much more to make all his Souldiers willing. o endure §
hardihip, waich hee hath born before them? and hagh
ﬂl{‘:ﬂ'i:f[hat ic is tolterable,and promifed co make icfotq
them. _ |

But befides the many remporal mercies thac areres’
ferv’d you,which befpeak contentment with your prefent
eftace, you have fuch fpiritual priviledges , asmay be§
firong engagements to chis ducie. At what rate 1sicto g
bee valued , that you were born and brought up where §
che Gofpel is purely difpens’d: notinZndia, ot Turk ys¥
where it is not known nor embrac’t ; not in Spain or lrae g
Iy, whereitis fo much locke up from the people : bur 1§
England , whereit hath beenfo indufirioufly publifh’'d §
and inculcated. And tell me whar you think,if thefe glad ¥
tidings of falvation were now new!ly come to your earsy §
difcovering the true God , and che way to happinzfs, &
with him through the Meffiah,and you were bur juft com'a’
out of Heatheni(h darknefs to the beholding of this glo-%
rhous lighc; would ic nor fofwallow up and delight j.rclnur'

fouls ,
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fouts ;' that yon would fearce minde any thing wichont
you, mor ever once more think of }rnurlnf} eflate , wich
any kinde of trouble ? - *Tis very probableic mighe have
§ fuch effects upon you, if receividin the power of jit: for
| we findeic had nolefs opon chofe firft Chriftians, who
k fowillingly fold alf they had , and laid icac the Apofties
§ feec. And why fhould the Gofpel be cbe lefs regarded ,
§ becaule you havebeen long acquainted withic p Its own
. wortih, and the mercie to you is never ché lefs, and there-
& fore ought yourelteemofic, and.icsforce apon you to bz
{ asgreat: Elpeciallie, fince it hath pleafed God to make
it cffedual to your fouls ; and hach thereby broughe you
j Co the knowledge and love of himfelf, chrough Jefus
@ Chnfl, And is noc chis fucha peculiar important fa-
* vour, thatit may make you bear any ching comforcably,
- Which 15no prejudicetoit ? To have God enrich and
A% adorn you with the graces of his Spirit, to give his Sonto
2 be your Husband and Head, andbimfelf, through him
% robecome your loving Father and (acisfying portion |
“¥Whac would you defire, - or what can you have more than
#this ? Or what can corhie amifs to you whil you have
Bhic? There was fome reafon though mixe wich harfh-
inefs, in Foab's fpeech. to David , when hee took him up
[@oroundly for his unfeafonable, exceflive lamentations
JROt Abfaloms deach, after a rebellion hid been (uppreft
#R0Y the gaining of a vidtory, rtelling him ( wich many o-
gl ther words) chache perceiv’d if aAlfolom had liv'd , "and
* [ the peopl died, it bhad Pleafed him well , 2 Sam. 1 9. 6.
@ Andmay nor you, whofe forrows are exceflive for world-.
@y lofles, be jultly charg’d with as great fondnefs and ful-
#1y? For doesnor your carriage feem to [peak , that ifthe
2 world had liv’d and flourifbt with Y64 , réﬂggfj all yonr other
eomsfures had died y it had pleas’d you well 7. And does noe
gthisthew ( as Divid is there charg’d ) thar youlove your.
tnemiesy and have byt litt]e regard for your friends ? For te 1

me,
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me, if youaccount the mercies- that are lefc you of miorg
worth than thole chacare fled away » why do you not re-
joyce more in thofe which you have , chan grieve for the
want of thefe ? And may not God juftly fay to you (o
continue the allufion) thatif yoswill not arife and becom=
forzeds all the kindnefs bee hath:bitierto [hesn you 5 [hall bee
vithdrawn 2 And'that would indeed be worfe for you, than
any evil that hath befaln you,from your youth until now. Muft
it not needs be highly difpleafing to God, to fee hispeo=
ple not to be content with him alone,except they mayhave
their partin the creature’ as others have ? will noteven
carnal men in this refpe& condemn you 2 For they can
make 3 kinde of miferable (hift without God in tie world
and cannot you finde enoughin God for your fatisfation
without the world 2 Hows I befeechyou ; canthis con- 3
fit with your profeffion  to take him for your God? By §
which we mean 2 Being in whom all perfe&ions and ex- &
cellencies, all thatis needful or defirable for the foul ;-
is to be plenteonfly found. And canthatbe reallycaken
for your God » in the having of which , you reckon not™
your felves abundantly provided for in every regard ? Do
you think indeed , there is notenough in God to make
thole thac love him 5 ac all dmes , perfectlie and com="§
pleatlie happy, - thoughthey had no creature in the world |
to reft upon p May not they, towhom the Lord # the §
portion of sheir cup and their inberisance, well fay, thae cheir §
cup runneth over , and that they have a goodly Leritage 3 4
though they (hould not have one foot of Land, nor fcarce
1 bit of Bread to put in their mouchs? Cercainly God 18
+11 and more rhan all, and they thatenjoy his favour, can &
wane no good ching, bur may alwaies glory in thac fuffi-
ciencie and redundancie of felicitie laid up forthem in
him, Evenhere cnearth, inche abfence of all ‘cther
comforts, God hath waiesof conveying mere fuirable;
fubftantial comfort, than the whole world can afford ; to

believ= ¢
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| E:ﬁwi,ng Souf$ that have their whelerecourfe to,and af=
feQionately hang upon him. You thac have raffed ihar the
Lord 15 Gracions,cannot but acknowledge this,Wherefore,
| call to minde your own experiences of his goodnels,
| and what many of hisdear [ervants have lefc upon re-
cord, thatthey have fonnd from himin che day of their
' diftrefs; and hereby fec your fouls a longing after him :

Prefs hard afcer the moft clofe: and intimate communi=

on with him , and ref¥ not till you feel your felves re=

viv'd and chear’d wich thofe communications of himfelf ,

which he is wonr to beftow upon fuch necefficous 5 hun-
k orie fouls, " as being nor onlie emptied of the creature ,
¥ but of love toit, breathe after nothing {fo much, as more
§ of God. And when you are chus rejoicing in him, niore
than in all riches, whac is i¢ thac can fadden you ? when
you are facisfied in him as wirh marrow and farnef(s, what
want can you feel 3 But moreover , how may it yet even
¥ farcheradvanceyou above the troublefome fenfe of all
your preflures , toremember 5 that your prefent feet-
eft and moft delicious tafles of Divine favour, are buc
'the overflowings of chat cup, which will afford yeu full
 draughcs co all eternide; fome rivulers fireaming from
 that immen(e ocean of goodnefs and joy, which will ne-
ver bee exhaufted. But ef chis (as I promifed) T now
come to fpeak byic felf, and fhall mention nothing
MOIe,

6. Wherefore, Laftly, for your fupport and chearing
under all che troubles that are com’n upon you, Remem-
ber, There isargt remains for all youthat are the pesple of
God; aneverlafling happinefs to bee enjoied with him |
“when the world and all its works (hall bee vanifhe and
gone. Do you not know there is a time coming,
and apace it comes, when you fhall know God (in fome
. meafure) as you are known by him, clearlie; when you

fhall plea‘e him, and bs pleas’d in him perfetlie; when.

2 you
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you (hall love him,ard be lov’d by bim feebinglie; when:
you (hall enjoy chisblisfuly  ravilthing communion wich |
him eternallie ? Isthere fuch an inexpreflible glorie ag
this purchas’t for youy and revealed to you by the Lord
Jelus , and can you come imto that condition wherem
you may tot rejoice in hope ofic ? Why did be tell you
of this , but that bis joymight remain in you s and your joy
might be {ull 2 That your belief of this future advances
ment , might keep you from (inking and fainting in the
lowelt eftate? Isitcomelie for a Prince, the Helr ofthe
Crown, to lamenc che lofs of- a farching ? And are your
lofles any greater (though the fumme of them (hould a-
mount to thoufands and millions) if compar'd to your ¥
inhericance , who are heirs of God 5 cebeirs with Christg
What though a temporal eftate beloft , finceivisno lefs §
than an eternal Kingdome which you have in reverfion ?
Imagine you heard Chrift {aying to you , Zhough your §
Houfes be burnt , yetlet not your hearts bee troubled 5 in my §
Fatbers beufe are manymanfions 3 thougo now you are toft up 4
and downy yet [bartly I'le vake you to the place I have prepar’ds §
whence you [ball never remave more. ~And does bes not
fpeak ro this purpole in his Gofpel , Febn 14.152,3- %
Though chis you liv’d in bee no continuing City , yet there
w5 one tocome, which you are now feeking after. When &
you ftand gazing upon the heaps char once were houfes, %
and are ready to mingle your tears with cheir duft ; life
up your eies and your mindes, and think of chofe (ireers %
of the new Ferafalem, which have another kinde of beau- 8
tie than London in all its plorie ; and chis join'd wich 2§
flabilicte chac will never {uffer them to bee turned into’ ™
Rubbifh. Whaca priviledgeis it now accounted. to have %
an eftate 1n Land for arelerve , when thac sin-Houlesor %
Waresis gone p But whac 181t to have thac better coun-
rrey, which the Patriarchs {oughe, even the Czleftial Ca-
naan, for anherigage ? whichis fubje& to none of th?ﬁ:
Calls
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| cafuslcies, thae all kinde of earthlie pofleffions are »

what though you have it notin hand, yer if you bée

i the Childrenof God , ’tis asfure as if you had ; and
A4 when you are com’n to 2g¢; grown up into a fitnefs fop
N it you (hall cereainly poflefle ir, “Though your Bills
W' ‘and Bonds may be'burn’c, “yer {o are noc the Promifes
B8 which convey  this inhericance : though your Bibles
Wi chemfelves hould be bumt, yecthe'Covenant of Grace
448 remains firm; Heaven and Earch (hall (ooner pafs away,
la" than one tictle of Gods Word fail.  Aad you have al-
o ready che fir@i- fruics of this yor futute porcion, »iz. the
e dndwellings of the Holy Spirit, which may aflure you the
it fulnefs of glory remains for you in the heavens. And
“Wboth thefe ic was that made the Chriftians, I before men-
ot_u d, 10 ake joyfully the fpoil ing ‘gf u’jefrigﬂmﬂf; &T-S_.injﬂllfﬂz
“W8they bad in. themfelves ( for (o plamnly the words lie in che
WROriginal ) 4 better fibffance ( the Graces of the Spiric?)
.-'TI' T fmfm-ing in the .Ff;_f-ﬁiTJEHI, (Glmry 1 f':lf) Hel. 1 O.34.
i -ﬁ*f‘ i efore inflead of making fuch amacter of your pec-
Witie loffes, pray for your felves, as Pal for his Ephefians.
}{fﬁ; d0at God wonld give Yo the 'Spirit of wifdome and revelation
*" i the knowled of bim 35 the eyes of your gnderftandin ¢ being
ﬂj, enlj bined , that youmay know what'is the E.Ir}t-a: of his call ingy
T .”.:'E"ﬂ the riches of the olory of hes inheritance in the Saints,
" eEph f.}. 17, 18. Fordid you clearlier know this, you
sarvould judoe it more reafonabfe for ‘the wealchieft Citi-
¥izen to bee dejedted for his lofles chan you, whofe verie
BEarneft isof more value thart all his wealdh, 'Fis you ,
82'IS, and you only , ‘who know no end of your -riches,
P Belcher as to cheir greatnefs,or duration, whereas all o-
opocrs may be fachom’d and exhaufted : If God beinf-
Aibite and everlafling | fois your porcion ; when you are
ﬂ:&lng upon your loffes, confider your felves as upon
the _bnrdcrs of the ocher world , and fee how they dwin-

e~ atoamacrer of nothing : - A mam thas’s mow gving ro be
0 cver po¥leltly bleffed in the full “enjoyment of G.d 5 bath
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loft & listlzmongy by the way, ~ Oh heavie chance ! I you -
were to die wichin chis monethor year, how: liccle wou
this affe& you ? For you know bow thele thipgs are need-
ed and valued on the other fide the grave , how Angels
and Sainis care for heaps of gold: T—luw ‘fhore 2 while
then wou' - you have beenbertet for all that’s gone from
you? And can you not over-look thae inch of time bes
ewixe you and approaching death ? Forechink , moreos
var., boo tefs chan nothing chefe now (o terrible things
will aprear, when you are got fafe into heaven,, hf'gl_gr;i; |
it to Lazarusin Abrabam’s bofome , that dan: he 1ay ac.
Dives his 2ate 2 And will igbe any thing to you what a3
lofs you had in 1666, When you are lodg’d ip,'Etf:rm;ic? | ¥
Why then fhould chac be {o much to, you now, which 1
will fhottiie be as i ithad :ngver been? To .'gonélﬂéﬁ,
when all youare plac’t fo, 2dvanrageouflie {n coat | ighet
fare, whence you may cake a view,of the I”‘WF.SE%I}{ .'
of Providence, and the feveral means whereDy rhe 2000
of the Church and your own. particul ar Salvarion. WeLEHE
catried on, and (hall {ee what a tendencle thnfgﬁiﬁig -
facions had o this end, which here {eemed moft dark andg
amazing , how will you be rais’d to the .admiragion O
his Wildome and Power who, fate at cbe Stern , and|Dfi
all thefe frange tranfa&ions fulfilled che counfel of hisgs
own moft blefled will 2 And the fore-thoughes. of. chisgs
fould now beget in you the like frame , whilt you Bes
lieve thac which yet you cannot fee. o]
From ‘il chac hath been faid is farcher manifeft:, Whal§
a vait difference there is beewixe your condicion, who 28
Gods peculiar people, and theirs who are {trangers Oy
him , whil® ro outward appearance your {ufferings I8
the fame ; and cherefore how ficis itehat i;out demeana§
our {hould be accordinglie betrer than theirs2 It b&
comes ot you to think or fpeak at the rates they do. Fo
2 man to have his worldlie incereft, and all hopes of 18
eovering it quite broken, is withthemto be itcri:!c;
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dove®s fo they plainlie fpeak ,-and fuch arctheir vere
‘thoughts:' But will you judge your felves undone 5 whillk
you have God dwelling within you, atd an heaven where
you (hall -ever dwell With \God 7 llndone indeed’ you
“would be; if 'yoiit God was gone asthieirsis 5 and chere-
~fore’blame noc the poor men if theyi-tzke on, for what
bive they more? But all youthe Favourites and Heirs of
Heaven, Children of che Moft High, to ‘whom you proe
fels tohave whollie given up your {elves , to you I con=
clude my Exhioreaticn as 1 beganir, chat you would not
difcover any {uch forrow ‘or impatience, underchis Provi-
dence, as fuits'not with your Honourable Relation
and Profeflion ; ‘ot as {peaks you both unmindful of the
many grear reafons you have for contentednefs and joy,

I

;:

E

l -and carelefs of improving them when they are fuggefted
.
F

to you,

%‘wn more Obje&ions which may heye probably be
ftarced, I would willinglie remove.

Object. 1:Some may fay, yes indeed 5 if we had affurance
of ‘the love of God, thar vieare his children, and [bould for cver
live with -him in glory y we coald comfortably Lerr all thas he
bath laid upon 144, as pracffdﬁﬁg from love : But how can we .,
when e Bave reafon to fear the contrary, and to regard his
judgements as tokens of 'his difpleafure aviinft 15 for onr fins ?
“To the feveral chings in this Obje&ion, I (hall fram= an
anfwer in two or three particulars, verybrieflie,

1. If indeed you wint affurance of Gods love
(whereby I mean (uch well-grounded hoves and com-

 forcable apprehenfions thereof, as ordinarilie prevail o-
ver your doubts and fears; and enable you chearfullic ¢
expect Eieath and judgement,) If, I fay , you have not
this, is it not your wifeft courfe diligenclie to fer your
felves to ateain it, in the ufe of . chofe means that are pre-
feribed o that purpofe , rather than to fi- Rill 2nd faine-
lie give way to your defpondencies, and thereby agora-

4 14' vVile




(134) -
vate all other troubles inco an intollerable weighes
Would chis affurance be (o proficable (asyou your felves |
acknowledge ) and fo fortihe your fpirits againt all af- |
faults whatever , and will yeu not be quickned to look
after it ? Since,inchac meafure I have mencion'd , ic
may be got and kept by diligenc,humble, warchful Chri-
ftians, The method you can hardlie be ignorant of, it be-
ing fo plain and (o frequentlie pret upon you, wiz. 1
That-you fhould ftudie well che terms of the Covenane
of Grace , and examine whether you are willing to.come
uptothofe terms ; thac you fhould fearchche Scripture,
what manner of perfons it tells you fhall be (aved ; .and
chen f(earch your own hearts whether you be fuch ;«and if
you are not, without any more delay, todo whac in you
lies to become [uch. And not to digrefs now.cto the lay-
ing down of marks and figns, letme onlie with you 1o
confider what I have before intimared , Tha; your patient
bearing of Gods hand is a fingular vvidence of yowr fincerity
For (inceche principal effet of crue Relicion is, to fube
jeét the foul tothe Will of Gad,then a fubje&ion to {uch
inftances of dc as are {ocrofs to our carnal inclinations,
1sagood difcovery of a.truly Religions man. ‘He thap
keeps kimfelf [0 mnfpotied {rom the world, that he is neicher
polluted wich inordinate love toity whilit in his hands,
nor muddied with foul and turbulene paffions when. irs
caken out of them, his Religion is pure and undefiled befire
God. Tobridle thefe motions of the heare , aswell as of
the tongue, (hew oux Religion not to bewvain. Buc rake
heed of perverting chisto your farcher trouble, crying
out, that you then perceive your condition wotfe chan
ever, fince you are fo far from this cemper of mind ; but
rather be engag’d to greater indufity wich your hearts |
now at length o bring them thereto, fince when you
have done this, from chis patience and meekne(s may
flow thac affurance which hitherco you have fonghe i
: ; . vain ; .
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vain; for bythe exercife of Grace, the btiﬂg.lﬂdw
of icisbeftdifcovered. - - - 1 oSS
2. If you judge chat ic is for your'{ins- you: now fuf-
' fer, and Confcience tells you plainlie and trufie, whae
.thofe fins a3¢ , your onlie way ishumblie to acknow] g
' them before &od, to repent of and fpeedilie fet agiinfl 7
them, thic hereby you may get a pardon, and the fenfe.of
it, and (o may accain to {atisfaGion and comfort, |
"3, And know farther , this fincere and ingenuous re-
pentance which God requires at your hands,ig no way in-
. confiftent with that quiec frame of fpiric which I advife
youto: Hecalls for no unproficable , perplexing grief,
" bur for that alone ' which may be for your good , which
' may bring you mote thorowlie from the love of fin, and
* fo be'a means o joy itfelf. And eafilie may you con-
celve , thac this godlie forrow for fin may well confift
‘witch patience under fuffering : for cannor a man, whofe
‘exce(s hath broughc him inte a Surfeit, ac the fame time
# be griev'd for that folly which procur’d his ficknefs , and
i yer.concent with the- bitrer Phyfick which may cure hup
:ﬁf il‘.'? |
4. Furchermore, Need I cell you what an unfound a-
B gument itis, to conclude from your affliGions , cthat you
are not In favour with God ? Do you think it reafonable
i or fafe, to argue from our profpering in the World, thac
we are beloved of him, and our wayes well pleafing to
i him 2 And is chere any more reafon to judge the contra-
rie from cur adverfitie ? Were the Apofiles , when exer-
<is.d, as upon a T heatre, with fufferings of all forts, dif-
f elteemed by God ? Or when he brought forch Fob; o
gombarwith thole evils Which Satan had libertie to bring
#gainlt him, did he doit becaufe he was angry with him,
or did not love him ? Though his friends indeed would
needshave had ic fo, yer thar good man was {o juft boch
| 40 God and himfelf , thar he would not believe chem,

And
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And theugh you for .the {ime realon (hould fmeet ‘with
the fame charge of hypocrifie, or any other ¢siaies , dé
but faichfullie witli yout felves, and if yout' Conlciences
bear witnels (o your integritié Before God' ,"bke 'vot -mo~
ved fromthebelief and ‘comfort of 1t eitliet by youg
fafferings , ot the cetifures’ thae for ' their fakes may be
faftencd upon you: Both 'may fetve’ as trialé of  yourly
Grace , but neither “are fufficient ptoofs ‘of ‘any fuch§
“Hilt- hal S : E 7
v Yes, 1afily, Granc that for fome particular fins ygu’ :
are afflicted, yer have I'not hewn, thic even'this maybe 3
an evidence of Gods love, and fo far a ground of comi-: i
forcto-you? Isit not fove toreduce yoii to himfcf from fe
thole waies that mighe be your‘ruine? He'that fhould iy
pluck youback, when it -an- humor you was running to 'y
drown yout [elf, though he might tear your cloathesin |}
frrugling, yet fhotild have your heartie thanks, when youss
‘Were com’n to 2 betrer mind. ' Praytell meycannot you s
Hate your fin, 2hd yet love your felves? Yea, do you fiot
then love your félves beky when you do moft againftic 238
And may not God do o too? Your fin he hates, and¥8
wills the deach of it, and {ends afflictions tothac end 388
bt 211 'this While he loves your fouls,and therefore takesis
chiscourfe with their Enémies. What reafon then haveli
o1 but to acknowlédae thistove , and fubmit co all s}
-methods for your recovetie? And by this' your compli-38
ance with, and improvement of his dealings, you mayJs
b make it out that they came from love, and therefore
are to be born comfortablie, according to your own con«<i
feffion. '
Obieft. 2. Some again perhapswill replie , Yos bave )
[aid much to comsfort s under all onr loffes , and the poverty
they bave brought nsto : " But is it poffible for thems totake com= %
forty that bave nothing for themfelves nor families o live wp=3

i but may, for onghs we know, within awhile be brouant 4=
ven |
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arve to death ;- Can any man living bold wp in [
.zf;;:jiﬁ'm asthis 2 Qr can any ﬁra#ﬂld_'qf fipfan g;&m‘[# 1
ﬁﬂf{;:fw. Yes, blefled be qu very _m;’;ch ;I;'ﬁngF he hach
{o well confulted for us, th}c there 1s no poifon In nature -
wichout its acrending antidote ; no trouble common to

san, for which there 1s not i'mub!: prﬂvlﬁnn_ m-.t_d:. s
1. 1would have you call tomind how muchis faid in
Scriprure to fecure Gods fervanes fror ihefe fears. You
know that godline[s bath the promifedf tuislife , and thas
which isrecome :  You are bid not to perplex your [elves
wich thonches what yon [hall eac and wear, fince your
heavenlie Facher knows what you need,and will cake care
for you accordingly.F/bén the young Lions [vffer bunger they
that fear the Lord [ball want no good thing : 1 beir L-::f-i?d fhall
be given them, and their water [ballbe [ure 5 and thein [onls
-~ [ball be kept alsve infamine. David in hi8 cime bad Hﬂf_,(::‘:’}i
L the righteons forfaken 5 nor his Seed begging bread.  Atid
L though thefe, wich a‘multicude che like, are not to beta-
| ken alrogecher ablolutelie, yer I fuppofe its feldome
" known but they are in fome mealare made good ta. all
the godlic, Itis buc averie few 1n the hardeﬁ cimes (1f
ﬂ;_ex;:eptcxtraord_ina_ri: famines ) that_perith for fack
of food : bur when did you know 2 goodmando {o?
~ And why fhould you think chat will bappen to you which

| fofeldome doth to any ? |
2, You cannort, I believe fay, that this s yet your con-
dition, that your wants are {o pinching that you have no
way of relief left you any longer. Did your Children e-
ver yet ask bread when you had it nottogive them ?
Have you not flill one way or other found fuccour at
your greateft need ? And yer have not your firaits been
as greac as ever they are like tobe ?  And have you nor
the fame God to depend upon? How exceedinglie dif-

pleafed was he with the unbelieving murmurings of the
Ifraelites,

e
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Ifraelites, who had ofc beheld his power imployed for
their (eafonable relief ? And why fhould not your expe-
rlence engage you to ruft in him?' Efpeciallie fince chis |
is the be@ way to hate his promifes fulfilled to yous I
mean, by your relying upon him for whatever you wan,
with chis petfwafion, chacif icbe good for you, ir fhall
begivenin ; andchatic proceeds not fromlack of pow-
er, truch or mercien God, if you go without it.” Isic noc -
again(t all realon, and your own eafe, by unbelief and
carnal fears co ancicipate your troubles, and by frigheful
imaginacions to put your (elvesto greacer pain than ever
your conditionis like to do ? Aré wenot told , thac fuffi-
cient for the day is the evil thereof ; and taughe to prayfor -
dailybread 2 Perhaps you have not another day co live,
and then you are provided for ; or if you have, thisdaies
bread 1s agood pledge chacic fhall be given to morrow.
And remember, chere may be 2 greacer diftance berwixe
you gnd Rtarving than you imagine , onlie pethaps you
take it for a grievous maceer to five ac lower rares than
you were heretofore wont.

‘Buc laftlie , Suppofe the thing you fear (hould come
upon'you , even that you and yours fhould come to die
tor want of bread , yeris chere nofuch incollerable eyil
herein, thar either che fore-thoughs, or the feeling of it,
fhould overwhelm yout {pirics, and leave you deflicuce of
all comfort, Icis pocchis, asdreadful asit feems, thac
can make 2 good man miferable,, why chen fhould i af-
fright you {o q‘_mcl"l ? Lay afide, 1 encreac you, all pafficn
and prejudice , and calmlie confider the verie eruch of
the cafe : Can Rarving bring any thing worfe chan death?
And may not the Command of’ Chrift here be of force
That we fhould not frar thar which can kill che body only,
and then hath nothing moretodo ? What will ic be to you,
when onceits over, what deach you died on? Will the

joyes of heaven be the lefs for the pains of that death
SR that
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that brouglic you thither? Nay, and as to matter of paig,
queftionlefs manie arich man , who hath long lain rop. i
tured with the Gout,or Stone , hath felt more pain thap

B everpoor mandid,, though famithe to deach, And as to

the difgrace , (which is reckoned one of _theworft mife-
fiesof povertie ) itis buc macter of Opinion , which a
wife man oughe co live abﬂvc._ And if it may the more
convince you, hear Wh“”"?rlt Heathen fpeaks to chis
purpole 2 Thou art afraid ({aich he) leaft thou [Fouldft wanm
neceffaries 5 art thou [ollinde that thow canff ot forefee whi-
ther this wans will bring thee ? even thither s toat a Feaver
or anymortal wound does, namely, todearh. eAnd hast thos
not often gloried of thy willingnefs to die 7 True, byt my Chil-
dren will {amifb alfo ; what then 2 Will this carry them any
nhither elfe 2 Is nat réfﬁ*" age the [ame  and the flace after
deaththe fame? Wilt tl o1 not therefore, nith a mind fortified
;Eﬂim’f all fezrs of hunger andwanty look, thithersard y whe-

Y ther Emperours and Kings, and the yichef? spon earth must

at length defcend 2 @nly thoy perbaps mayft be kili’d wich pes

8 anry, they with drankennefs and pluttony, Whar a (hame

18 it chen for 2 Chriftianto be daunted with thofe things

piwhich an Heacben could perceive o harmlefs » Though

he could cell o litcle of any face after death char fhould

W make amends for che troublefome paflage intoit. Know
i then for cercain, chat whil® God hath any work for you
#to do on earch, hee’l maintain you inic : Racher will he
$r2in Manna from heaven, or turn che

[tones into bread,
than lec his fervanes wanc, whillt he fees fic tohave theig

#daies lengrhened out. Buc when he is pleafedtocur off

thethread of life , you may well enough bear ir, ro have
the Raff of life wichdrawn, When your journey’s at an
end, what need you take care for provifion for the way ?
And needs muft your provifion 1aft as long as your jour-

ey ; for when it all fails, your journey’s at an end. As

¢ good woman valiantlie, when che Popilh Perlecutors
_ threained




(140) . e
threatned to take awayher food 3 Why then ; faich fhe,
God will rake away my ffomack.” So when you are ouc of
a capacitie of having maintenance, you fhall foon'be paf |
needing ic. -Atd in che m2antime queftion nort, bur God
will bring you through whacever he brings you o 2
Wherefore let the confidence and refolution of Halbak-
kuk , be yoursalfo, that chough chere fhould neither be -
fruicin che field, nor meatin che hambles, yetyox will -
rejoyce in the Lordyand joy in the God of your Salvation, Hab.
3.17,18. Nowthough the fears of chis calamity are for
the moft part very groundlefs,yet I was willing to fuppofe
a cafe asbad almoft as is poffible to fal out,thac you mighe
bee convinc’d, there is no fuch condition wherelnto
you canbe brought, thar doth necefficate, or will juRtifie
your deje&ion and difiruft. e

And if indeed the pecple are in fo happy a cafe whofeGod 1 the
Lord, that no calamittes need affright nor can undo them;
then let me hence take rife for an exhorcation (wherewith
I (hall conclude ) to all che ferious and crue hearced
Chriftians in the Land, into whofe hands thefe lines may ~
fally chat in the midff of 2l the miferies and dangers wheres
with we [zem [ ounded and threatned 5 they would be of good
chear, [umsmin up their fainting [pirits, and fortifie themfelves:
10 arefolutey andaunted expeltation of the worft that maybe=
all us. o
; Letthe Sinners in England be afraid, and let fearfuls:
nefsfurprize the hipocrice, buc fet him thac walkech righ=
reoully be bold as a Lion , fince his dwelling is on high,
and his place of defence the municion of rocks, Feat
not you their fear , neicherbee afraid, but fanftifie che
Lotrd of Hofts himfelf , let himbee your fear, let him be
your dread: forhee is your Light , and your Salvarion ;!
whom fhould you fear ? He is the Rrength of your heartss
of whom (hould you be afraid ? Let your mindes be @taid
on him, who willkeep themin perfet peace , even ?ln'
the
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| otd Jehovah, in whom there iseverlafiin frengths
:ii]{i]e tglt cruft 10 him (hall be as mount Ziimm,,
| cannn:{m: removed : foras t_h: mountains are ro L
bout Fersfalen 5 {othe Lord is round about his people
henceforth even for ever, - Wherefore though you walk:
even through the valley of the (hadow of death, yerféar
none ill , fince God 1s with you , whoiis a very prefene
helpin trouble, whofe name is a firong tower, whereto
the Righteous run and are fafe,WhenSaal the Comman-
der of an Armie,andRulerof 2 Kingdome may,in the an=
ouifh of his minde,ran to a wicch for relief;and Achitopbel
e greatPolitician may have recourfe to:an halter,yet are
¥ they never in any cafe deftitute of 2 refuge , who are ac-
quainted with the Almightie,anddwell under the fhadow
I of his wings. Does God,even your God,reign in the earth,
and will you fear any thing that can betide you whil’t
you areinit? Are you not alwaies in his hands, and
where elfe can you be {afer than there?Mu( you not truft
Ryour fouls wich him , when you go hence to that other
Rworld, to which you are yet{o firange? And be whollie
‘ac his difpofing, whar emploiment, focierie, and condis
tion you fhall bee in for ever. Canyou then truft him
foretermitie , and not'for a year or two till you come
thicher 2 As confufed as the affairs of this world may
feem, ‘he hath noc caft them out of his hands, butgoverns
alf 1n perfeét order,according to the nature and capacitie
ofthe fubje@. When ftorms arife chat feem to threaten
the fhip yonarein , youmay apprehend him {aying to
yous Beof good chear , drasly Ithat raife ( or ar leaft per~
wit) and I vho willlay their troublefome rempeft. T would
imotindeed (as the principal Philofopher f2ies) be worth
\While; rolive in 2 world deflicute of Providence: bug
'thEﬁiS not fo, Noevents canbefall , without the per -
miffion of that will , which you dailie pray may be done
and is in fome {enfe done 5 Onearth asit 5 in heaven : fo

that
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that T may (ay , the whole world is rul'd accordirg 5
your praiers, And need you fear any thing from the |
will of God, finceicis his eternal and unchangeable de- |
cree, thac nothing fhall make'thole men miferable, who
love him , and fubmit thewfelves to his righteous admi-
niftrations > Whilft cherefore you livie ander his governe
ment ,, as you alwaies-do, and can meet with nothing
buc what heis pleas’'d fhould cometo pafs (ds you Dever
can) how boldlie may you. hold on. your courfe , though
encouncred withrall thofe terrours which difmay che faing-
hearced, andcaufethem to run hither and chicher,trem-
bling and.lamenting ? Fire and Sword , Peftilence and
Famine,chough they may well cerrifie thofe thac converfe
with creacures only €having no better 2 portion, and no:
greater {irength, than whac they afford) ‘yetche man chac
1s arm’d wich a {élf-refignationto, . and confidence in
God, maywith anunbroken minde, mjarch through che
thickef troops of thefe deathsand dangers: as having
God for his felicirie, fromwhom'they cannot force himg
and for his continual help , and cherefore they cannot
vanquifh-him, Yea, may I not adde, he beholds all chefe
as fighting underthe Banner of the Lord of Hofts, whofe -
fervanc heis, and whofe caufe he hath efpoufed: Why
then fhould he be more #fraid to go chrough chem, chan
fome known friend of the Generals, isto walk throught
the midf of his armed men?. Though he may goby the
mouths of Cannons ready fixt ; and the points of drawni
Swords, yet he dreadsthem not, fince thefe inffruments
of death are prepar'd for their enemies, not theig
friends. When any of thefe overflowing fcourges pafs
overa Nation, and{eemto take all before chem , yet®
then have che Righteous the fame fecuritie and privis
ledge, that Nosh and his company in the Ark had ,
the time of che Deluge; whacif I(hould fay, thefame

that the fithes chen had above all other Creatures lefc
out ?
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ot # Forwhilft chey continue in compliance wichchae
will which orders all things for chem, they are nevep
out of their properelement; whilft chey follow chis Pro-
vidence, and keep out of the by-paths of Wickﬂdn;:rg,
they are flill incheir way, Not fmr that cheir bodias are
asweak as other mens | and their ourward enjoiments :
fubjeét to the fame calualues: buc their fouls are of ano- '
ther cemper, and cheir happine(s of another nature, and
cannot be deftroied or loft. Boldly may they defie all che -
Hefts of hell or earth that nife up againft them, fince
none of thefe can keep thein . from God whil they live
,&, and do buc cranflate themto him when they die. ~ Welt
N therefore may you, whofe interefls are (o fr:curr;—iy plac’e ,
N"’ out of the reachof all vieclence 2nd malice ; fing aloud
ih"' wich the bleffed Apofile , whilftinchc midf of his bar-
i‘ tles 5 be jultly criumphs like a Conquerour ;s # ho flall fe-
A parateus fromihe love of Chriff 2 Shall tribulation or di~
B fFrefs, perfecation or famine, nakednefs, peril or fword 2 Nay,
Lin all thefe things we are more than conguerours
MR thar lvved 55+ For [ am perfwaded thar neither death nor
fife, nor an tg:’-‘a":, nor principal it 1£5, BUF Dovers, nor :‘."_:!Ilrr;r‘ 5 pre-
WEfens, nor things 10 come, ner seightiy nor depth, nur any other
wiberensure [ball be able to feparare us frome the love of God which
Chrift Tefus our Lird. Rom. 8,3 $,37,38,39. And
gWhat can be more comely, than all you uprighr ones., ro
greturnchanks and praife ro tha God, who bzth dealt (o
wegracioufly with youp Andro rejoyce in your felicicy,
Which he hach made o fecure and inviolable ? Inflead of
ieomtinual complainings of ¢his mifery, and che other
Which is upon us, or fearfu prophefyings of worfe yer
“itc come, wherewith many are overmuch cakenup. Zes
atle bigh praife; of God be in your mouths , who hath done {o
fimuch for you, to make you ar ail times {afe, and there-
giore comforcable,  Blefle him with all your Sonls, for

5 1neflimable love ro mankinde; which le hach reves

,:11""

K ed

i

o

y gy
LT DI
&




_ (144)
ed by JefusConift , in whom hee is reconciling the world to
biwfelf, and hath aually dons thac work upon you,-
whereby itcomes to pafs, thac being reconcilzd to the
Crearor, the whole Creacionis fo far at peace with you,
chacall the Creatures which (tand on his fide will not
hure you,and they thac are his enemies cannot, Pratfe your
Redeemer, who by his death hath flain your foes, fpoil'd
principallities and powers, difabled Satan, overcom’'
the world.and taken che fting oucof all affli&tion anddeach -
ic {elf; chac you miche walk fecurely through this vale of
cears, anddeparc outof it cheartully, On praife his
name. thathee hath kept you from being deftroyers of
your (elves, and will keep all other things from deftroy= ¥
ing you. Bee thankful co himfor the glorious light of
his Gofpel, and for enlightning your miindes cherewith, §
whereby you are made acquainted wichthe true nature 4
of all things that conceras you ; that foyou might neis
ches be frarded with ghofe Bugbears, which the feats and
fancies of weak and guilty men , inthe dark apprebend 3§
fo rerrible, nor fallinto thofe real mifchiefs, whichigs
norant benighred finners run upon to their own delfrustt-
on. Godhath already done much for you, and hath giv=§
en you promifes of very muchmore; praife him chere= §
fore for what you have, and for what you hope for : Efpe=ig
cially for the dawnings of Heaven in your fouls, and for §
che promifes of a fuller glory hereafier, to be revealed in
you. Aundthrough the hopes of this , bee you everfild §
with peace and joy in beleiving. And wich the frequentmessg
Jication of all his loving-kindnefs , be Rill making mrelo=
dy in your eartsto the Lord , giving thanks r‘?fl]:.{ff.f-fﬂ?' ik
things unto God and. our Fatheryin the name of our Lora e @
(s Chriff. ‘ B
"I have before endeavoured to take off thofe hins
drancesto this frame which mighe arife from worldii
crofles: for if thay fo lirtle deferve: our forrow, | 1

they

-
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they befall us ( as T have fullie manifefted ) how trtich
lefs do cthey deferve our forrow and fear, leaft they
fhould ? And indeed it was my defign, not onlje o com-
fort thole thac have mer wich croubles, bur to prepére o«
ghers for whatever they may meer wich. But there is yeg
another Objedtion behind | chat may appear of more
weighe than any of che former, which ] cannoc altope -
ther palsover in filence, fince fain I would do fomething
tor the remaval of all fhelcers and pretences for carnal
fears and faintings, whichdo fo much pinch and wrong
Chriftian fouls, hinder the plealancnefs and benefir of
- their Socletie, and eclipfe the glosie of their profef-
fisn.
- Objelt. Perhaps then fome may tell me, 7hat this is an
wnfeafonable fime 1o call men 19§ 0y and chearfu'nefs, 5hen fuch
o beavy judsements ijs upon sy and [uch a black cloud bangs ¢-
‘t Ver us, ( and God 1 angry with thofe mha tabes no notice 0F5 nor
HT_ bay 20 beare has hand ) ‘when we confider alfs the loy eftare of
& Gods Church, both at home dnd abroad, 1 henthe Chyrch in
o former times was in fuch 4 condirion y we find what bitter |z-
0 mentations holy pian were wons to miike : The lofs of the o Ak
® eoff Eli’s life, aid Nehemiahs ferrom of heart, whes Jerue
¥ falem laywafte, was fo great, thatihe King rock notice of it
W by rhe change of ki countenance, Neh. 2,2, #2hy then fbold
b e nor be o with us 2 '
" eAnfw. 1. 15 anfwer whereto, Fitfl let me repeat
the Caution I have before 11id down, thar you fhould
notthink I am perfwading you to be tegardlels of Gods

3 b - -
hand frecchic oye 28aInlt us; neicher think, | befeech

_ ym_:,th:t.lperfwade youtoany fuch mirch and jolligie
§ Waich mighe manife thisregardlefnafs. This 1S indeed
Provoking-to God, when he calfs to Fa(ti
and girding wich Sackcloth, to behoid killing of Sheep,
and (laying of Oxen, Banques and Revellings, wich all
Kind of cxcels and braverie » Fis'to none of this that [

K2 call
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call you, not to haunt Taverns and Playhoufes,fealtings
and dancings, to fingand drink away your reafon and
fears together ; racher do you picie their diftra&ion who
rake chis courfe , whil@t they may deride your feriouf-

nefs. So far am I from this, thac on the other hand,Ido

earnefilic defire you to labour for the moft awakened ap-

prehenfions of Gods dealings Wich us, and the defign of

chem, chat you may be fuitablie affe&ed therewith , and
meet him in the way of his judgements , rightlie behas
ving your felves under the fame: Buc all this inay be
done without flavifh deje@ions and terrours , Which ons
li¢ lplﬂ ad againH_

a, Yea furthermore , as to what evils maybe. yet.

hanging over us, my counfel al{ois, that you would fo
far apprebend and expe& them, asmay pat you upon the
ufe of thole means which are likelieft to prevent them
or asmay tend to prepare you for them, whilt your

fears have no wotle effedts than to quicken you to dailies

earnef firivings with God on the behalf of this poor
Nation 5 and to a cateful Reformation of your felves
and families, and a ferious endeavour ( according to
your place and capacitie ) that others (hould do the
like, inotderto the removal of whac judgements we
feel, and the preventionof thofe we fear ; this while I
condemn themnot.  Moreover, whilft you are (o repres
fenting to your felves the worft that can in all likeli=
hood happen, that you may not be (urpriz’d thereby, but:
may get farnifhe with fuicable frengeh and comfort, you:
a& wilelie : Bur this is 2 differenc ¢hing from enter=
gaining (uch mifgiving, ghaftlie fore-choughts thereof, a8
onfie wesken and torment you. Hathpot Chrift bid his
fervants when they kear of wars, and ramors of wars 5 tofee
they e nor troubled @ Andin all the calamities that came
 pon the Fews , God would fill have the Remnant that.
was faichful, fpoke comforcablic to. In thole greac and

alto-
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aflonifhing changes which God makes in the world, root-
ing up Kingdomes for the wickednefs of the Inhabitants,
tranflacing che Gofpel from one Nacion to another ; we
erforming our durte, muft l2y our hands on our mouths,
ftand on the Lords fide, and acknowledge he is righteous
in all hiswaies; asremembring, it isnor onr work 0 go=

vern the worldy but to [ubmit to hims that does.
3. The fame again may be faid as to thofe diforders
which you complain of, at home or abrgad , fo far as
your trouble hach a tendencie toward cheir removal , or
any other good end, it is a dutie, bur no farther. I'le
Joyn with you a lictle in complaining and acknowledze,
“thac ics fad to think how great a part of the world lies
buried in Heachenifh darknefs | idolarrie and infidelitie,
and how litcle is‘done by Chriliians toward cheir relief 3
efpeciallie thac the Princes of Chriftendome do no more
imploy cheir interefls to that purpofe, as if the pertie
remporal concerns of thewr Crown and Kingdome were
of greatermoment. Sad alfo it isto fee Chriltendome
it f2If fo wofullie divided and crumbled into Parties and
Fadtions, through the carnal defigns of ambitious co-
vetous men, under the gilded pretences of Catholick
peace and unitie ; and how greac a part of it by this
meansis over-{pr2ad with ignorance, impierie and idola-
trie ? o the diforace of our profefliion , and hindrance
of the Converfion of Jews and Heachens, Tis fad to
oblerve whar a cruel raging chir®t thare is in chele falfe
Chriftians , after che utcer ruine and defirudtion of all
that crouch not to chem , bur value the Gofpel above
their roreen Tradidons, and fenfles (aplels Superfticions,
Andfad it is, thacinourownand other Reformed Chura
ches, the divifions fhould be fo grear about matrers of
little moment ; whilft the Common Ensmie threarens
to{wallow thzm up; thacche power of Godlinefsy and
all fuch means as may promote ic , are no -more fet up
K3 and




e = i

(148)

and encouraged , that profanens(s, lukewarmnefs , mu-
tual heart-burnings and difcontents, fhould {o univerfal-
lie poflefs us, Thefe are all very fad confideracions. But
whatthen? Muy@t we cherefore fic down, over-weigh’d
wich the burdenfome fenfe of all thefe evils, and fpend
ourdaies in weeping and wailing, becaufe the World
we live Inisfo much out of order? By this means Chri-
{ttans (hould all curn Difciples of Heracliczs his School.
But certainlie the Preceprs of Jefus Chrift puc us upon
no {uich courle , who would have uslive free fromall
angious corroding cares, and the verie office of whofe
Spirit ic is, 1o bethe (umforrer of his people. Maurners
i Zion We may be, buc difconfolace felf-tormentors we
mult not.. The fame Paxl thaccook care of all the (hars
6..¢5y.vejoyc’t in hope of the glorie of God, and did alwayes
trimmiph in Chriff. All thofe evils which 1 have menti-
07°d may in one word be reduc’t to this , that there s (o
much wickednefs in the world, and fo lictle crue Religion
and fear of God. AndhisI granc, muft needs be marter
of lamepration o all goad men , thae love their Maker
and their Fellow-creatures , and I with thac all our
heares were more kindlie affeGed herewith. Buc how
1s1cwe (hould manifet our felves thus well-2ffe&ed
Truly molt ‘of all by endeavouring all that in us lies,
that the world may be amended 3 and fo far as our pray-
ers, examples, or infirultions, may do any thing to that
end, ler us faichfullie apply our felves chere:o. Bug
Tuch a grief as hures our felves, and offers nothing tothe
good of others, oughe to.be avoided : We fhould not in
{uch an unprofitable manner , mourn for our own fins;
{urelie then not for other mens. It would go but hard-
1y with us , 1f the comfort of our lives depended upon
fuch things as are ne way in our power to accomplifh, It
15 indeed well-befeeming a dutiful Son to be grieved for
the difobedience of his Brethren, bz yetnot fo far zzm

hinder




(149)

hinder the pleafure he oughe co cake in“his Fachers [ove?

and che performance of his own ducy (o him. But ti$

ure and unfeioned forrow for the wickednefs of the
world , andche difhonors done to God cherein, fpeaks

fomuch ingenuity of foul , and is fo very rare, that I

need faylitle codehort you fram the excefls of 10 ; ra-

ther I may exhort you to1c, to be yer more pofleft with a

biccer hatred of fin and piityto poor finners 3 but not in
the lealt, 1 befeech you, with hatred orenvie of che mof?
profperous and flourithing of them ; and be very warch-
ful over your felves, chac noworldlie crouble , noc your

lofles, nor firaits, your want of crading, nor heavy pay-
ments, lie nearer to your heart , than the Intereft of

Chrift.

4. Butif by the loweftace of thz Church you mean
_ chiefly the Perfecution which it is any where under ; or
which you feel yourfelves, or apprehend to be coming
uponus, I maywell (ay , chere is farlefs caufe of fad-
efs upon chis account than che former. It God' feeig
good to have his Church purified and refined by bringing
it through the fire, who are we chat we thould concradiét
it? Need I mencionto youthe many benefirs that are
hi"_':b}’ wonc to accrue to Chaflians , to whom it is ap-
pointed as their common Rozd 1o heaven? Do you not
know chat Chrift hathbid you then efpeciaily to rejoyee
and bz exceeding glad , when men {1y and do ([ man-
nerof evil againft youfor his fake > Doth not the Apo-
filereckon it asa gifc an'l priviledge to the Philippians,
‘thac they did not onliebelievein , buc fuffer for Chrifl 3
Phil. 1. 29,

3 Aud to tnele (2 me fu ﬁ‘EIiT}::-f: pi'a'-fl.iil-‘“".f;r?.' ir W2as . that h_:
‘gives that earneft Exhntearion | Revoyed in shesT TN
wayes, and again I'fay rejoyce, Chap.4.4. And how man y
more Texts of this fort might 1 mention , a5 thale 216
Which thew, cthar fuch wasthe Joyful fpiric of the Apo=
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ftles and Primitive Chriftians under their perfecutions
for the truth, So far oughc we ro be from forrow or fhame
for (uffering .,,Lnrfﬁmm , that we are commanded to
alorifie God.on 1/ is bebalf, 1 Pet.4.16, But here then let
me defire you, as you wlut the crue peace and comforg
of your fouls, to fee thac you indeed (uffer as Chriffians ;
bo:h as to what you fuffer for , thac it be no other than
the Caufe of Chrift 5 and as to your defignin imbracing
1ty that it be purelie for his honor, and hen you are llk:-
Iy co fuffer i char manner chac becomes Chriftfans. B:-
ware, I befeech you, of adhcrlnﬂ, with a carnal ze
to any Seét or P*‘I‘[} for the advancement and ﬁf}unih-
1f .f‘; wﬁslem JouRE wholly concern’d, as depending
thereupon for your f’-‘Hat._ and eale; and chiefly for your
Reputaiion, by the ficeels of ymnk)pmmn and way. If

this (el hnefs pollels you, it will even then when you
feem ro fuffer for Confcience {ake, bewray it felf by
much-what the (ame effeéts, Lhit are tobe feenin the
men of thiswerld, when chey contend wich, md opprefs
oneanather. Trwill feryou a vexing and repining , and

fill your mouths with Iﬁ,whuw1b and your minds with "

while you are like to be far from the comfort of a (uf-
fering Rare ; and no wonder, for tell me truly, Isicnot
for Self, rather chan Chaft that you are thus affeéted
Daoth ("Iuti’i:,{iu*;'f:.: think, need ordefire that you (hould
bave {uch boiflerous paffions for his fake ? Doth the
wrath of man work the righceoulnels of God? Where-
fore {=e thar you are but finceraly concern'd for Geods
Glorie and your own Salvation, and then you’l perceive
thac in thefe refpe@s men cannot hure or overcoine. you
and [o you'l fee noreafon tobe angry wich them, or hate
them for any thing they dotoyou. For by doingthe du-
ties, and exercifing the Graces that are call’d for , and
may yec be done, you may glorifie God , and fave your

{ouls,

fpleen againft chole rhu make you (marc : And chis

—
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fouls, lec men and devils rage, and reign ; and do their
worlt. Lec the umes be whac they will, you have flill Ii=
berty to ferveand pleafe God , though noc alwayes in
the {fame works, or aﬁrer the {ame manner, Snmr:n!n:s
Panl may be glorifying God by preaching boldly ina
Synagogue, or in his own hired houfe ; fometimes by1y-
ing with his feec in the Stocks, fometimes by pleading
at a Bar, and fometimes by preaching in 2 Prifon, chough
but tothe Jaylor and his Familie 5 and all chis while by
courage and patience, love to Chrift, and zeal for the
Gofpel and the good of fouls, which , according to the
variety of occafions and circumfiances, ftill exerred it
felf one way or other. Religion, asit is an inward living
Pricciple, liesfar our of the reachof all creared force,
and can no more be intercupted or deftroyed thzreby
(whilit the (oul is faichful to its felf) chan the influences
of tae Stars, or courfe of the Orbs , can be bound and
ftopt. It is indeed in the power of ‘man to hinder fome
external ducies, to difcounienance and impoverifh good
men ; buc what’s this ro the heare and [ife f Religion?
Though they may difturb che Communion of Chriftians,
yet not that betwixt God and the Soul 5 ’us not a lone
wall can Intercepe chat : T hey may puc chains on the
feet, but not on the affe&tions, nor hinder their outgoings
toGod , any more than Xeraes his Chain (whichin a fi]-
ly rage he threwinto 2 rough Sea ) could refirain the
{welling of its waves: Though fome kind of ourward
{plendour and flourifhing of Religion may be eclipg,
yet the fruits of che Spirit cannot, by the ﬂi;‘:p?r‘:g Frofis
of Perfecution, be blaged. Such as the Apofile menti-
ons, Gal, 5. 22,273, Live, joy, pedce, g'mt!:_ -Iyﬁf'fﬁ".’f; oentle-
e, fﬁ”"fﬂif-f}: faith, mieeknefs, temperance 5 of thele | may
f:&j?as he ﬂ"DES {thﬁugh In anﬂthcrfani"cj :.i'.(:ri'f};'ﬁl J-“F_-',r,:ﬁ there
#19 Law : Or though there fhould be 1 Law, yer there
15 00 power againft chem. Though Enemies perfecure

you,
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yau, yet you maylove and piccy them, whether they will
or no: Though chey fhould fop your mouchs, yea;pluck
uC your tondues , yet you may pray for them, and for-
sive themy; you may behumble, patient, holy, andhea-
wenly in defpice of 21l oppofition , and were but all Pro-
feffours fuch, Religion would flourith at another rate,,
than meerly by havingthe favourof greac ones, and the
sichesand honours of the world entail’d upon their pro-
¢olion. | wonder whether Religton flouritht more for
whe firft three hundred years afrer Chrift, or after that

3¢ became the Religion of the Empire : Whether when

men loit eftates by embracing it, orwhen they gnuhcqr
v orofefling 1 ?

" W asic Fire and Fageot', or Eafe and Honours thae
wrere the poifon of the Church ! And wasic the blood of
Marryrs, or the wealthof the Profeflors, thac wasche
geed of the Church? Wherefore let us not fo much com-
ohainof any thing inthe Times, asof our own {loach-
sulnels and dulnefs, of the carthlinefls and unbelief of
our hearts, and the unfuitablenefs of our lives, for ob=
fcuring the lufire of Religion : And 1f Adverfiry may
reoure off atl che ruttand filch which eafe apd profperity
contracted, we (hall have caufe to praife him , o fale
25 our refiner. :

Aad here by the way, let mee fuggeﬁj L_h_:.t thare 1
mnch diference berwixt the ftate of the Fexif> and the
~hrifiian Church: Thac was under a lower and more

e
R

"carnal difpenfation, both asco che frame of their minde,

heir fervice and promifes. They had not (generally)
‘o great 2 meafurce of the fpiric as was aftermard rto
ive soured forth » nor fo clear revelations GE'[hE Eut1u.*r:
elory, neicher therefore was 1t fo preft upon them , that
the way thereto was, through many cribulations , which
made them (o extreamly fcandaliz'd at thac firange do-=

&rine of Chrift, thatthey muftleave friends, lands, lit'f:é
' an
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and all for his {ake , if they would be his Difciples, and
have a creafure in Heaven, Bur efpecially rake notice ,
whac 2 dependance their Worfbip had upon external
things, being confin'd fo much to the Temple in Terufa-
lem, and confifting in fuch Sacrifices and Ceremonies
which could not other-where be performed ; and there-
fore they might well be much concern’d for the continu-
ance and reftauracion of thar place,whereto Gods peculi-
ar prefence was limiredg‘and uponthis account they were
more obnoxious to enemies, and ftood greatly in need
of their favour, when conquered by them.  But now in
all thefe refpe&s the cafe is different. The Apofiles did_
not ftay for Cafars leave , nor depend upon his aid for
building the Chriflian Church, (he new Fernfalem | as
the Fews did upon Csras for the Old » fThDugh I granc
the councenance of che Civil Magifirate, tobee agreat
mercy, neicher oughe Chriftians > Whether Paflours or
People, upon any pretence wharever > to difobey his
commands, whilt chey do not interfere with Chrifts: )
Nor 15 it inTemples made with bands(chough infuch we
aretowor(hip himin publick communion) that God now
dwells, bucin every holy Saul, who ar any time, in am

Place, may worfhip him acoepeadly in [piric and in trarh -
And chis .«".?i'.{:_r:__"ﬁ. ;{-‘i-:i'ff.‘? t_‘,":'.-::.:r, tha iiili.’ib;:arfmn of I‘]Is SP‘
[, no Philifline force ean take out of cthe heare  of
man. Now b} Jﬂ‘ffs Chrift, hath God {o F&T:‘r.;::-':f;" us frems
0tr enemics 5 and from tie hand ﬁj'r all 1har .4'_::,.-' te ws, J.‘;_'? ,
(though we are more aMaulcad by them thap ever. yet) we
may [erve _.fi‘im % L-'f'ﬁ:xrjr._ﬂr;r, in %5;’;};%' and righteoufnef ;.J all
the daies of onr 1ite . as Zachariah fings, Litke 1. 75 74,
75+ Toough Chrift told his Difciples, /oo came 10 fend
Swrdﬂfm‘? 4rtn yet hee tells them allo, that his pegce
fhonld abide in ¢heir hearcs, Job. 14, 29, Poace i,
D04 5. ) peace I cive nnto Y% o not asthe world gives

&el unto you : Forthe world indeed gives peace, T;}: i

m{mng
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moving ourward troubles , buc my peace fhall poffe(s
and fecure you in the mid(t of chem (23 a learned Com-
mentator gloffes upon the words) and cherefore he adds
tirat injun&tion , which I havebzen fo long inculcating,
Let nat your beart be troabled, neither let it be affraid.

And to finith my anfiver, lecmee; inche laft place,
with you toremember ferion(ly and believingly,that what
ever preflures the Church of God, now milicant upon the
ahole@arth, orany parc of it, may lie under; ic (hall,
befidssits prefent victory , ac lengch gife up from under
thetn into the moft flourtthing and criumphane fRace:
And ail thofe that are embark’c cherein 5 being faithful
to her caufe and quarrel , and (haring in all ber afflici-
ons, fhall alfo parcake of her glory.  Even now, Ifay,
all fincera Chriftians by their faith overcome the world,
yea, when they fcem moft overcome byir; like their
Mafter, they conquer, when upon the crofs = For icis
not with him as- wich temporal Monarchs , whofe et
et is ruin'd , when cheir Subje&s are deftroy'd , or im-
poveri(ht ; Bur his Kingdome is oft promoted by the
fufferings and {laughters of his followers, Nor cheres
core thould we ferve him with fuch kinde of apprehenti-
ons 2s common {ubje&s are wont to have , in rheir quars
rels for their King and Countrey , who are beforehand
doubtful of the event,and being vanquifht, bewail them-
felves 5 and pitty their Prince. But hee whofe bactle
we fight, does not fo a=ed our lives or fortunes , thac his
frength thould be weakned by cheirlofs.  Nor does he
let his enemies fo far prevail over his Church , becaufe
through thelr power and policy they are too hard for
him: Though there was not a manupon earth thit would
fiand on his fide, he would know well enough how to
dzal with che greateft Porencates and Politicians of chem
all, astheywill, erelong, know o their coft: Buc hee

bears thus wich chem (behide other ends which will here=
after
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after be betcer known ) that the Graces which hee hach
given ro his Servants may bee exercifed , and rhat}hﬁy
may have opportunities of demonfirating , that [hn:y;_Ic,m:
him to the death. And this is all he cares for orrequires,
and whilft we cothus, wharever becomes ofus, we win
the ficld,and are fure of thecrown : forour Lords King-
dome, and therefore ours,is not of this world; nor would
he cherefore have any upon pretence of advancing ir,todi-
fucb the world by Maflacres and Powder-plots, feditions
and wumuls, murdering of Princes ; and burning of peo-
ple. Thefe are fit means indeed co ere& {ome Balel of
carnal intereft , but not for the building up of Chrifis
Church : He knows how to defend and exalc i, withour
any {uch officious wickednefs, as fome men by all means
would bring to his affiftance, And asicisnot for wanr of
poweror love, that Chrift {uffers his Spoufe for a while
to be trampled upon, by the feetof pride ang crueley ;
fo hee will ac length difcover both, in delivering her
thence, and placing her with himfelfin glory. | He thar
purchaft his Church with his own blood, will not be ful-
ly fausfied till he parcakes of the higheft benefits of his
coltly undercaking.  Asin his own perfon he hach com-
bated and overcome 211 the Powers of Hell and Death,
fo he will go.on conquering and to conquer, till he hach
finifhc the fame work for » and in his de}f Necw heeis
punifying it from all fpors and wrinckles , and will here-
afeer prefent it co himfelf beautiful and glorious.  Why
then fhould not all the followers of this vidorious 1 ead-
€rymarch on , with courage in cheir hearts, {erenenels

- Intheir Jooks, and fongs of praifein their mouthg, as tra-

velling to Ziwn? where Eﬂ'ﬁr:'fﬁirzﬁ joy fhajl Lee upon their
heads, and all remnants of Jorrow and mourning [ball fiee
ARay,

Wherefore firup your felves, 1befeech you Chrifii-

ans, ficnot alwaies poring upon miferies, and overjooke
ingo
o
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4 ; 1ng mercies , making things worfe than they are , 2hd

vexing your (elves wich needlefs fears. Remember fill,
that a Childe of God in the way 1o his Eathers houfe, bath al-
waies mare canfe of joy and thank fulnefs | than of (adnefs and
complaining : Letic appear that you beleive fo by your
deporement.  And chic you may rife upto this rruely
excellent (pirtc , let me befeech you, inone word , 7o
Jee that you live up torhe principles of the Chriftian Religion. Be
affe@ed coward the world, and allits pomps and vanie
ties, asyou areengag’d by your Baprifm = Ever fic loole
fromit, and regardic noc as any peice of your happis
nefs. °Tis chis fills mens mindes with anguilh and care,
even the fears of bzing depriv'd of their effates and

fiiends, their flethly eafe, their lives and libercies. Buc

eonfider you, thacit’s impoffible tohave a (ure holdof
thefe things, and therefore the way never to be troubled
forthem, ts, notro let them have hold of your hearrs,
You have liv’d to fee in two years more men taken from
their eftates, and more eftates taken from the owners),
than in fo fhorta cime hath almolt been ever known: Leg
both teach you whatregard to have, eizherrolife it felf ,
or the appurtenancesofit.  Let your comfore in profps-
ricy, be deriv’d from God and Chrit, che fir}- fruics
and promifes of beaven, then may it be conftant and un-
changeable,as the groundsof it are. Ever beinculcacing
it upon your (elves, chat God is your felicity,and labout
tomake and keepicclear, thac heisyour God. There=
fore, asyou love your lives, and the comfores of them ,
take heed of fin, of all fin, which will blot your Eviden-
ces, and make you of abje&t, cowardly {pirics; fo charin-
ftead of ferching comfort from approaching to God, this
will fill you wich horrour, and make you run from him
asan enemy,and then nothing in che whole creation can
releive you. Bucyer, believinely live upon the Medi-
aror, by him to have all breaches heal’d berwixt Gag
an
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and your Sonls, and by his Spiric to have your foufs heal-
ed of all their difiempers. Relt in nothing -as an evi-
dence of your Incerelt In him, below an earneft de-
fire, and fincere endeavour to grow upinhim, tobes
liketo him, and.to fulfil 2ll the gracious precepes of bis
Golpel : And having thisevidence 5 let no tempeations
ot doubtings rob you ef the comfort it may afford. Re-
member , thac as your happinefs confifts 1n communion
with God, {o this s not perfectly to beenjoy’d till afeer
Death and Judgemenr, Wherefore live alwaieschear-
fully, apprehenfive of che certainty and nearnefs, of ap-
proaching death; lec your grear bufinefs bee to ser firrad
foric, and lec all your main defigns be folaid, tharthey
may not be blalted, buc accomplifh’t by it.  When once
you have done this, you have little more to fear at one
time than another, and nothing a any time: Forto
Death, you are In 2 manner alwaiesalike liable,and this
is the worlt that any morcal power can bring upon you,
onely chey may make it more gainful and honourabje
thanotherwife icwould. 'What marcer i ir, whether
We dye among(t our en=mies, or our friends, fince wee
then rake our leave ofboth? Whether upon abed, or
onche ground , fince our body will fo {oon bee in the
earth? What mareer is’c, wherher the fire of 2 Feaver,
or of a Faggor confume us, whether our fouls fiy out a¢
our mouths Or ourtiroats, finceeicher way they will be
alike foon with Ged.,

But Scriprure is moft of all wont to prefs our lookine
and earneftwaiting for the coming of Chrit: Perhaps,
s having lefs terrour in it to 2 Believer chan death , and

- asbeing the time when our fulleft glory thall be accom-

pliiht, the whole Body of Chrit being then brought to-
getherinto the prefence of cheir glorified Head, and o
& parcicipation of his Glory, And I'le fhurinp all wich
S
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an carnefl requeft,that you would comfore and enconrae
your {elves wich the fore-thoughes of , and ardent lono-
ings after, thisday of cheappearance of the greac Gn%,
and our Saviour Jefus Chritt. When ever it is witch
you, whil(} yol are failing over chis Ocean, asic was wich
Panls company, eA4E. 27.20. that teicher Sun nor Stars
in many daies appear, and no {mall Tempe(t lies on
you, then caft forch the Anchor of Hope , and with for
chisday. And fix not your hopes wich fteadinels on any
day thorcof this, or your dying day. The experience
we have had of the long-calke of , and (by fome) much
-hop’t-for 66, (befide other warnings of this kind ) may
rell us, that they who build cheir faich upon fancie, do
but encreale their own troubles, provoke others laugheer,
and dangeroufly cempe themf{zlves to Infidelitie. Expedt
this coming of Chrift, not tothe {ame purpofe thac the
Jews did, and @il docheir Meffizh ; to make you rich,
and high, and prolperous in the world , to throw down
great m=n, that you may enter upon their places and e~ |
fates, a poor preferment to 2 true Sainc ; buc expe® ¥
him to advance you above fin and Sacan , the world and §
flefh, and to raife you tothe cleareft, bleffed Vifion, and §
fruicton of your God. lpon this promife of his coms
ing build all your hopes, lay all your fire(s , and venture
all you have:If chis prove falfe,we are all undone,but ne= =
vertitlthen, norchen neicher any wotfe thanche reftof 3
the world chac believed it not ; for. there’s nothing elfe
to hold by but what we are {ure will faif us, and if this
fail too , Mankind was made to nomore purpofe than
Boys blow up a feather. Buc never fear it; thoughi
the Worldling rells you by his pra&ife he believes its §
falfe ; though the profane Swaggerer {ay fo down.right; §
and prove it by a jeer » s the morefullen Atheift by bis

unreafonable cavils and wranglings, yet believe no!!:_
of §
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ed 3 they neither are, nor pof-
fibly can be, fure of the contrarie, whil(t chey. are in this
life ;. and if thece be mo other life than this, they’l ne-
ver,be able roupbraid you with your weaknefs ahd er-
tour: Bucif chere be ( as nothing more fure) ler them
look tothemfelves ;. Thenlericbe feen whether the mo-
ney of {craping Earch-worms, the mirth and mufick, the
childifh fports and bruitith delighes of fenfual Gallants,
the Drollerie and Sophiftrie- of felf-conceited Infidels,
will be as good fecuritié to chem 5 a$ your faith and holi«
nefs, even thac which they were wont ta deride s follie,
proceeding from prejudice, -melancholly; or fuperflicion,
Thit prill be the trying time , when it fhall be known
Who Were wife men; and who were fools , when a righre-
ous and all-knowing Judge (hall julily decide the concro-
verfie. Oh Sirs, do you look for fuch a day as this , fuch
an amazing confounding day, when the whole world
tha[lbe turned uplide down, the earch become fuel for

- raging flames, and allits Inhabicants brought ro account

for their ations, and receive their doom to endlefs joy or
Woe 2 And have you any hopes of Randingin fucha day
as.this, of beholding ouir Lard with confidence ., when
he (hall appear in all his Majefty, with thonfands of Ane
gels for his Honaurable Attendants, when the Heavens
above. fhall. ring wich the joyful -accl 2mations of - thofe
glorious Spirirs, and the Saints ¢ heir Companions , and
the Aicbetow thall be fill’d wich the yeilings and roar-
1ngs of Devils andidamned Ghofls : Do you leok, I {ay;
exe long co fee fuch fights as thefe, and o parrake of iFe
glory and joy of thac greac day 2 And will you now te
much concern’d for the burning of an houfe or City , or
for the bufles and confufions of this dreamine world,
that will.not il then be awakened? Oh unrealonable!
that the Saines, who {hall {hortly meet their Redeemer
With comfort, and before all thf world be acquitted .and

ap-
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applanded, crown’d and receiv’d into eternal joyes,

thould now pafstheir time in (o much folicarinefs,’ 4nd
live no more upon the hopes of (uch 2 day, And oh mon-
ftrous ! that finners, who muft fhortlie be judged and
{hamed before all, and {entenc’e to the fad Societic 'of

Devils for ever , can yer fperd cheir daies in eafe” and -

pleafure, inpampering and adorning their dircy fle(h,
overwhelm’d with glutcony and drunkennefs, and the
cares of this life, asif they were refolved neverco think
of their mileric ull chey feel it, and jude’d ic better to
fzelic, than cothink of it{o as to preventit. But lee them
take thetr courfe, and fee where it will end : But all you
the unfeigned friends and followers of  the blefled Jefus,
who (hallbe your Judge , let it be your work to fetch
comforc from'that which is other mens tarrour. #hen
their hearts fail for feary you muft lif up your beads, as bnow-
ang your Kedemeption draws nigh, OrinS. Fames hiswerds,
Be pasient, fEablifb your beares.y for the coming of the Lord
drawsnigh, Andnearer it is drawn by fixteen hundred
years fince thefe words were wrote ; How near then
may we now think it # Though how near we cannor fay,
yee for cerrainit’s not far off.  The eyes of them fhall
not fatl chat wait forhim ; he will not friftrace your ex-
pedations, as Sifera did his Mothers, you who look forch
from che prifon-windows of the flefh, and wich her cry

out, A#hy zs bes Chariot fo long in coming 2 Why tarry the' |

whee!s of his Charior ¢ Confidently :dare 1 anfwer you,
ye1, you may make anfwer to your felves, Our Lord i
coming to gather together and comfory all bis difperfedy di-
frefled ones, from the feveral corners of the world; be is Com-
ing to give thevd final and full releafe frons the heavy yoke'of
Turkifly Popifby and all other bondage and cruelty that re-
wainseill that day 5 he 1 comingtotrample down and over='
tizvow all oppofitions to his Government and Scepter , and #t=
erly todeffroy the works of the Devily and all bis Adberents s

he |
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be 55 coming t0 plead the canfe of bk righteous fervants, to

windicase ri:m and the honour of Religion from all the dif-
aceful [candals, flanders, and calumnies , which the wicked-

"m.{} of prfrmdfri Friends, or the wilful malice of envenomed

il
i d

§
a

Enemiesyhath caft spon them. He's coming to make all faces

and abtions bare, to reveal tie [ecrets of all hearts, and difco=

ey truch {rom {alfbood. He s coming to the confufion and for-
Cyow of all carelefs and ungodly ones, rich or poor, Princes or

P;ap!e,réarrﬁwgb: A0t on, noy pﬂpgr’d for this time s but

L be comses to the perfecly fully and smrfﬂﬂirif Confolation of all

Lelieving [onls, that are praying and waiting , looking and
longing for this bleffed dayof his appearing, Even [0, (ome

b Lord Fefnsycome quick!y ; and lec him thac readech fay

eAmen.,
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