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agnalia N\ ature :
OR, THE

PHILOSOPHERS-STONE

Lately expos’d to publick Sighs and Sale.
| B E TN G
oA true and exalt Account of the Manner
HOW

WENCESLAUS SEILERUS

The late Famous Proje&ion-maker, a2 the Emperours Court,
at Vienna, came by,andmade away with avvery great Quan-
tity of Pouder of Projection, by projeiting with it before the
Emperor, and agreat many VVitnelfes, [elling it, & c. for (ome
years past,

Publifbed at the Requeft, and for the Satisfaltion of (everal Cu-
riow, efpccially of Mr, Boyl, &c.

BY

Fobn Joackim Becher, One of the Council of the Emperot,
and a Commiflionér for the EX 4 MEN ofthis Affair.

Minut. Felix,
Lwnidigitnr ingrati fumms ? Cur iwvidemms s fi veritas divinitatis (que

pir ea gua ﬁ{mr Jat intellizi p.rest, Rom. 1.20,) nostrs temperis
£iate maturu:t,

A

LONDO N, Printed by Tho. Dawks, His Maieﬂic’é. Briifb
i Printer, living in Black-fryers. Sold alfo byLa, Curtifs,
W ainGoat Court en Ludgate hill. 1680, i
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Advertifement:

Osks and fingle (beets Printed and fold by Tho.Dawks, in Black fryers, asid by
I.aCurtil in Goar Coure on Ludgate-bill, where may alwayes be bad ,
1.Godfreys Murder made vifible and the Papiits Cruelty therein. 2.4 Chronta
logy af Popery, foewing When,and F¥ho brought sn their idle,foolifh Foperys. 3.The
only Hiftorical Ploz Cards, with a Buok ,slluftrating rhe PLOT,by greacly facn fying.
the Proteftant Reader. 4 The Beggars Petition to H.8. /Bewsng Reafons unﬂugﬁ
why he thremw Popery off,and wenst now befocldintose. 5. The 3 Prime Difcove~
vers, their Piftures, mith Ferfes ewing their Reafons mby they difcovered tha
Hell /% Papsf Ploe. 6. Romes J—;’uur:’:r{g—Murb for 3 Kingdoms, 7. England’s
Calamity forefoewwn, from ehe grow th of Popery, in Gemanys Mifery. 8.4 Stafon-
able cantion to Apefiarizing Proteftants; or Gods eminent Fudgment upan Protea
Jrants that turn’d Papifts to fave ¢heir Lives,but pevifed, 8.Tbe Refurrection
proved in a Relation of what hapned to Mrsi Ann Atherron, who lay 7 dayes in a
Trance,declared in an gftenifbing Speech when [he came to ls

9.4 preat Truth, TheJefuit 2 down-right Compleat Atheift,proved Juch,and
condemn'd for Juch, by the Famous Facult of Sorbonne, wel kniwn o be the
beft Divines of all the Catholick Party, and by the French Bifhops, &5 Pope Ale=
cander 7.Sheming bow they make a Mock at Sin, deny God,and overthrow all Reli--

ion. Their Defign being to Debauch Mankind, wherein they, as :ju{gmmr from
God upon 15, bave fucceeded preety well,but [peedy Fudgment atrenas itsPromoters.

1o Famous Maffer Rich's Abfence (upply'd by 2 KEY tobi Short-hand
T A B L E, entituled The PENS Dexterity, dllowed and Approved by both
Unsverficies. Fully difeoverving the whole Art tothe Meane[t Capacity, in that
Merhod he Taugbe bis cholars,with the vefsrved Rules in their proper Places, by
T. Dawks, 4 quandam Scholar of biss the lske never pubh'cfg'j difeovered bes
fore 3 all Books and fBeets rr!ﬂfr}g 10 this Hand has been Abufes vo the Publick ,&
the Buyers of them miuch decesv’d, for ¢heTable alone was ne'er defign’d by Mr.Rich
to teach the whole A R T,but to bring Scholars to bim: A ud for the Truth of what
I (ay, ® wall in velarion to this Koy , as to other [purross Books, Irefermy feif to
M. Rich’s Scholars, as fiteeft Fudges,knowimg not wheve elfe to apppeal.  Alfo, I’
have added fince it came o my hand,befide the Key to diftinguif® thas from all falfe
Tables, Diveftions concerning ¢he place of Vowels, which be gave me in writing a-
wiong the private Ruless srbiveforey all ofd TFables without the Key are falfe ones,

beware of them. Thefe true ones are {ald by T.Baffér,at the Gearge by & Dunftans-
Church in Fleetitrect « by Fr.Smith ar theElepbant Ly the Exchange in €ornhil,

11. Alfo Dr.Salmons New Lon lon Difpen{s tory,and kis Soul of Aftrology, are
always to be bad at the places abovefaid, As fér bu Synophs or Praxis Mediuna;
the vaft labour it Lath taken up,w the Canfé of its mot comping foreh 5 ar_::pcﬂ it {pe-
dily, the Compleatnefl of the Worl make ip exceed in thicknef? b Difpenfatory,

befides the 21 Plates,

rave # in the Prefi A packet of Popifh Delufions,Falfe Miracles and Lying-
N onders ¢ Togesher-withmany grand Divifions among Papifts, netwichftand «
ing eheir feeming Uaity.
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The TRANSLATOR
To the R EADE R.

T Here i no ingenions man that is not un-
acquainted with the Curiofities to be

met with inthe World, who bath not
either feen [om Tranfmutation of Metals,or
at leaf} beard fo many witnefs that they have
feen it; as to be perfwaded that there is
fuch Thing as the Philefophers-Stone , or
Powder of Proje&ion. Only there be Jome
great men (as his H ighne[s Prince Rupert,
who hath [een the Projeifion at Frankfort,
in Germany ) who [eem to queftion whether
fuch Pouder or TinCture is prepared with
I Profit. But this Doubt is bereby now fully
cleared and refolv’d, from. the great quantity
of this Tin&ure left buried by the o Abbot
Founder of the Church it was found in: (s
| this Relation informs you) for it is.not
credible that the Abbot was Mafter, before
25519 he




The Preface
be bad done the Work,, of [uch an inimenfe

T reafure,as be must needs have had to draw [o
nnch TinGure from : which could not beex-
tracted (if the Preparation thereof is with-
out profit,) from a lefer quantity of Gold
than it gives or yield again in the Projedti-
on : [ that the [ame quantity of Grold ss it
yields againmnft bave bin [poiled to make 1t;
which it is not credible an Abbot of Ger-
many was Master of,as 15 faid. Andfor the
Truth of this Relation,befedes that,st is at-
tested by many men of great Quality, good
parts, Probity, and Vodefiy, by the Empe-
ror bimfelf; by Gount Walleftein who was
Relident bere ayear ago; and by Dr. Becher
at prefent in this City. It is fo publickly

known through all parts of Germany, chiefly

W ghout Viewag.mwhere this was tranfacted
. e gbﬁ#;t&‘dgi@ét ji_pr;dfrgy by, WOTC 05 :rfywd, a5

il _ T*.

. if oue denyed thar the VWest-Indids

¢ RY N BT , fbave bin
ﬁu”dw of lave years or that there be'|
b Sz, bocanfe be bath [een neither. .
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O the Reader.

But among the many remarkable Pafagcs
in this Relation, one thing is moft worthy of
Obfervation,viz.the Honefty of F'.Fra.Prey-

' haufen,who deferves to be chronicledfor bis
F aithfulnefs & Truth to F.-\W enceflaus the
Finder of this Pouder : for he wanted neither
frequent Opportunities 707 [pecions Preten-
ces to effelt what fomPrinces conldnot forbear
to astempt(i.t010b W enceflaus of his Pow-
der ) tho without a certainty of Succefs, &
tho be was himfelf [ure of 5 uccefs for be was
thrice, for agood while each time, entrufted
with the Box 2o might find Excufes enongh
for it ; yet be not only did not [uccomb to the
Temptationof getting Al as they did;but did
not fo much as.deny, purhin, or withbold the
Jeast partof the Pouder from F. W enceflaus,
even when (feeing how be fquﬂndrgiﬁaw@) ;
be had. a good pretenceto keep back fome for
_ his ufe,;8dud might iustly have claimed and
. refer'd fome for bis own ufe alfo,nor only for

;ng‘} but ﬁ}f the great Dangers he
u: g~ - ) '\:- : : o I

bad.
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The Preface
bad expofed himfelf to for bis (ake; thus

keeping True to the End,even agatnft bis own
Right &~ [o great aTemptation. A faithful
man who can find ?Pro.20.6. But bere fuch
one is found, and that among the Fryers!
Wheuce I am glad to Obferve, That all the
Fryers are not quite fo black as fome make
them ; andto [ee that among them, as well as
among other Secks fome goodmen are to be
found who make Confcience of an Qath, and
keep it tho to their lofs. T hanks be to F .Fran-
cis's Honety for fo much as we know of this
whole Concern.l am fure that if be bad what
hisHonefty deferv's,what the Emperor bath
done for Wenceflaus bad bin befiowed upon
him ; and that W enceflaus bimfelf;whbilit in
the Dungeon, wounld bave [aid with all bis
beart, that if be would do for bim what be
hath done,be would deferve what be bath not
bad,I mean the whole Ponder : But Honefty

meets [eldom with what it deferves.

Errata.Pazt. Li6.for After,r, As for p. 29./,22.rJimprudent.



[f]
N ugnalia J\[fff{m :

TRUTH

The Philofophers-ST O NE

A 5S'E R'T'E D:
Being expofed to Publick Sight and Sale in our Daies.

D C Place wheve Wenceflaws Sciler s
(who is the main Subje& of this fol-
lowing Difcourfe) was born,I am not
certain whether it was at Penns, yea
or no ; ButfureI am Hewasof the
e~uftrian Country : and his brother
did wait upon the Count of Weiffes-
wolf, the younger. After, Seilerus
himfelf, when he was aboutthe 20th
year of his Age, he was caft into a Monaflery of the .4#-
Zuftine Kryers at Brana in' Morawvia : where, after his year
of Probation , he took the Habit upon him, and was ad-
mitted into the Number of Fryers, though it were againt
his Will, as he afterwards confefled, and as the Event
did make appear : ‘For having once made Profeflion’of the
Order, he did continually firive and ftudy how he might
{ree himfclf from the Monaftery, and feeing that could
si0t be done without Money, and Money, in his Circum-
ftances,

-



(2]
ftances, could not lawfully be obtained : He began to

ftudy an indirect Way for the obtaining thereof, for his

fellow Fryers having often muttered to him of {ome great

Treafure hid in their Monaftery, he had a great cie[%:r: to

find it out.

And in order thereunto, he did not fcruple to learn
che Magick Arr, if any onc had been ready to inform
him therein: wherein Forrane feemed to favour his de-
fires, for there was an old Woman, a Cow-keepers wife,
living before the Gate of the Town, and Fortrels, whoe
was skilful therein, and he came to be :u:quaintccl with
heg upon this Occafiomn.

The yonger Monks and Srudents, as they were cal-
led, are allowed fome {et daies,every week, to walk out of
‘he Gates of the City,to enjoy the open Air and to refrefh

‘heir minds, fuppofed to be wearied with ftudy; In thefe
2 elaxations one Company difperfed it {cIf here, another
‘here, as they think fit for their Divertifment. Butlryer

ceflans (for fo I fhall hereafter call him) made ufe of

Hr e
‘his Occafion, alwayes to Vifit the faid old woman, and
milk, to interogate

apon the pretence of drinking New
ber concerning her Art.  Andin a fhort time he gotfo
~vuch into her Favour as to obtain from hera {fmall Wax-

%]l marked with certain Figures ot Charaéters,which was
of that Virtue, That, if it was laid upon the Ground, it
wou!d prefently run to the place where any Treafure was:
hid : (This Ball I afrerwards faw often in his Cuftody,
and handled it with my hands.)
fe happened afterwards, That, as the Cuftom is for

e old Fathers when they grow weak,to have fomeyoung
Frycrs to affift them; fo, bryer Wence[laws Was affigned to-
atrend an ancient Father, who was a Cabalift, and a lover
of Magick, in which ftudies, atany Vacancies,he fpent his
sime. He ofrentold Fryer Wenceflans, That there wasa
aft Treofare hid in the Church of their Monaftery ;  to

whon



[3]

whom Wenc: flans replyed. That he had got a Ball which,
he was aflured, had the Virtue to difcover hidden Trea-
{ures : And, thereupon he fhewed him the Ball, and the
Characters imprsifcﬁhermn, which the old Father did
ferioufly confider, and much valued them,

A while after, as they two were walking alone in the
Church, afore day, afrer Marttens, they Tryed the Ball,by
laying it down in feveral Places, but found no effe; At
laft, placing it near a cerrain Pillar old and ruinous, it be-
gan to thew its Efficacy and Virtue by its often running
thereto : This they Interpreted fora certain Indication,
That the Treafure was there hid ; but how to come at it
was the Queftion. They had neither Leave, Means nor
Opportunity to break down this ftony ftructure, neither
did they certainly know at what height or deph thereof
the Treafure was laid in it. So that upon thefe Difcou-
ragements they were forced to let italone.

But it happened afterwards, That, a great Tempeil
arifing, The whole Church, and efpecially this decayed
Pillar, was fo fhaken and {poiled, that to prevent its fal-
ling down. the Abbot was neceffitated to order it to be
demolithed. And in regard the old Father, whom Fryer
Werceflaus attended, hag skill in Architeture, and by rea-
fon of his Infirmities could not be otherwife ferviceable ro
the Monaftery, he was therefore appointeed to overfee
- the Mafons ; which Office he and his Affiftant Fryer Wen-
ceflars did willingly undertake, and were very fedulous in
theit Attendance, and difcharge thereof. When the FPillar
was almeft all pulled own, They found therein a Copper-
box, of a reafonable bignefs, which the old Father pre-
fently fnatch’d up and carryed it into his Cloyfler, and
immediately operedit : Where, at the Top, he found a
piece of Parchment, on which there was fome Infcription
and Writing : I once had a Copy ofit,butl loft it amongft
my other Letters;  But this I remember, It contained the
B 2 -




(4]

number of the years wherein the Church wasbui'e, and:
the Name of the Abbot the Founder thereof , who had
been an Envoye at Raisbone 5 1do alfo remember , That
amongft other Writings, there was this Motto, AMICE,
TIBI SOLI, whichlI Iingii{h thus, Fricnd , to thy felf
alowe. Underthis Parchment there were other Letters laid,
markedwith Chara&ers ,which contained Direétions how
to multiply. the Yowder, as the Infcription fhewed : and
ander them there were four:Boxes full of a red Pow-
der.

When the Boxes were opened, Fryer wenceflans
was quite out of Heart, having loft his preconceived hope-
of fome great Treafure therein: for he verily believed
that, if there were not.old V'ieces of Gold . yet fome Dias
monds; orother precious flones muft have been lodged
there. And finding no fuch thing,but four Boxes of darkifh
colored I'owder, he was fo impatient at the Difappoint-
ment, that, if he had been the fole Manager of the Bufi-
nefs, he had thrown away: Boxes, Powder and all: lor
at that time he was fo little acquainted with Chymiftry, .
that fo much as the Name was not knownto him, and he
had fcarce heard of the word Tinéfure.

But the old Father was not fo Tranfported, but told"
him, That perhaps fome Medicinal Virtue was contained:
in the Powder, and that the: Chara&ers in. the annexed
Papers might pofiibly difcover its Ufe, and thercfore ke
was refolved to ftudy fome Books, to find out what thofe
Charaéers meant; - In the mean time he would carefully
keep the Box.

Not long after, The old Father fent Fryer:Wence-
flans into the Kitchin of the Monafiery, to fee if he could
find an old Peater difh or Plate, which was no -longer
fit for ufe, and if he could, tobring it to him; which he
accordingly did,: who thereupon caufed a Coal-fire' to
be made, and puta Crucible into. Fryer Wepseflaus hand;
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to place therein ; This was the firlt Chymical Operation
that ever Fryer Wenceflans performed in all bis Life, and
for which he was founfit,that he plac’d the Crucible up-
fidedown, fo that the old Father himfelt was forced to
fet it in itsright Pofture. ‘They put the Pewter Plate
broken and folded together inro the Crucible, which be-
ing prefently melted, the Father took out fome of the
Pouder. (fo much as would lay upon the point of a Knife)
which was in one of the four Boxes, and wrapping itina
little wax, he caft it into the Crucible upon the Pewrer;
and commanded his Affiftant Fryer Wenceflus to blow up
the bice, adding thefe Words, New I foall fee whether I
have well decyphered the Charackers, and. whether 1. have
found out the ufe of this Poud-r.

As foon as ever the Powder was ‘caft in, the Pew-
ter ftood flill, came to a fuddain Congelation. Then the
Fire was fuffered to go out, and the Crucible to wax
cold, ‘which being broken, there wasfound a ponderous
mals of Metals, very yellow and variegated with red lines:
Upon which the Father made Fryer wenceflivs to go out
into the Town, upon pretence of getting a Book to be
bound, and wifhed himto go to fome Gold-fmith, and
fhew him this Mafs of Metal, alleadging to him, That
he had fome ancient Roman- Coins of Gold; which he
had melted down, but for want of a fufficient Fire. and
other Defeéts, he had not done it exa‘tly; and therefore
he defired the Gold-fmith to melt it over again, and caft
itinan Ingot;; The Gold-fmithgratified him therein, and
Fryer wenceflans,ac the Command of the Father took oft 2
fmall picce, which he Preferved,and then asked the Gold-
fmich, What the reft was worth ¢ Who,after he had weigh-
ed and tryed on the Touchitone, did value ‘it.at Twenty
Ducarts (which are worth two Crowasa piece) at<which
Rate Fryer Wenceflans {old it ‘toi him; and. receiving the
Money, rerurned joyfully home. Theold Father did on.

F f
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[6]
ly defire the remaining Portion of the Gold., which he
fad referved, but fuffered Fryer Wenceflaws €O injoy the
Ducats, yet with this Advice, That he fhould difcover
it to none in the Monaftery.
But Fryer Weceflaxs, though he had not been Ma-
fler of fo much Money a long time, was ot fatisfied
therewith, but entertained various thoughts in his mind,
whether he fhould by Flight free himfel from that Bon-
dage and Slavery he was in, whileft he had the Advan-
tage of fo much Cafh? Oreclfe, whether he {hould ftay
{o long there, till either by Flattery or Craft, he had got
the Copper Boxes from the old Father. To the firft of
thefe Cogitations he was edg’d on, by the cagernefs of
that Defire he had to leave the Monaflery : But then,
the great Heap of Gold which he might make with the
Powder, as he well conjectured, if he could EH it into
his hands, did fomewhat abate his Fervor, an perfwade
him to ftay. For, th ough he was yet a'together ignorant
of Chymiilry, yet the precedent Tryals had given him
{o much Light,That he was fully pcrfwnded,The Box con-
rained and was worth a vaft Treafure; and,though at that
time, the Rarencfs of the Powder, and the multiplicati-
on. of it had very fmall Influence upon his Thoughts :
yer, becaufe he had a fhare in finding of it out, by means
of his Ball, he therefore thought that halfof it at leaft
did belong to him.

But there was another thing which more perplex-
ed his mind, and that was the kear, That the old Father,
either out of a Principle of Devotion, or of Vain-Glory,
fhould difcover the whole ftory of the Bufinefs to the
Abbot, and by that means fhould make away all the
Pouder: and he was rather inclined to thefe Cogitations,
becaufe he had obferved , That the Father, who before
had been more remifs in hiding the Box, now of late was

fofolicitous to preferve it, that he kept it continually in
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his Desk, and fcarce ever ftirred from it, except when he
was togo'to Church with Fryer wiesce/laus.

Being moved with thefe Confiderations, he was in-
duced to demand boldly fome Quantity of this Powder of
the old man? The Anfwer he received, was, That he
was yet too young to know how to difpofe of, and to
keep well this Powder: befides, he wanted no Money
whilft he was in the Monaflery ; and,if he fhould procure
afumm by means of this "owder, in his prefent Condition,
it would be very prejudicial both to his Soul and body,
and he might become thereby of all men moft miferable:
Moreover (proceeds the Father) This Powder may have
many other Virtues and Operations which are yet un-
known both to you and me, and therefore T will farther
ftudy the Writings annexed to it,, and hereafter I will be
mindful of you, but at prefent I will not part with any of
the Powder, only you fhall have every week two Crowns
allowed for your Divertifements: thus the Yather;
But this fair {tory founded not well in the Fryers ears,who
had a private Defign (unknown to the oldFather) to leave
the Monaftery

In the Interim it happen’'d, That as they two were
returning from Mattens, carly in the Morning, the old
Father complain’d of a Cold he had got,& a great Rheum
in his head, and defired I ryer Wenceflaws 1o go to the Cel-
lar and fetch him'a Cup of Sack, he did {o, and upon his
Return he found the Father taken with a Fit of anApople-
xy, and Speechlefs: whereupon, the firft thing he did
was to find out the Key of his Desk, and raking from
thence the Copper Box, he carryed it to his own Cell,
and hid it there. ‘This being done,he rang the Bell in the
Fathers Cell to call up the Munks, who came flying with

all Diligence to bring him fome Remedies, but they were
all too late the Father being quite dead - }-.’ereufﬁoﬂ his
Desk was prefently fealed up, and folemn Ceremonyes ac-
cording



cording to the occafion were performed over his dead Bo-
dy. But who more inwardly joyful than Fryer Wengeflans,
from whom Death had removed his Rival, and made him
1o be Mafter of all the whole Treafure.

Hercupon he began to deliberate with himfelf how
he might make his Efcape out of the Monaftery with moft
Safety and leaft Sufpicion, But herein many Difficuties
did accrew :  He was grown a little deboift and prodigal
by the Opportunity of the 20 Ducats abovementioned,
which he had to fpend ; and by that means he had incur-
red the Emulation of his Fellow Fryers, who did urge the
Pryor and Superiour, That, the old Father being now
dead, and fo Fryer Wence[lans difcharged from his Atten-
dance on him, he {hould for the Future be bound to a firi-
&er Difcipline, both ia reference to his Studies, as alfo to
his frequenting the Church, - Moreover his Ducats were
all fpent,and no opportunity offerd to make anotherTryal,
or it he had, he could not have fold the Product ofit.

In this Anxiety he refolved to open his mind ro-another
Monk, a Comrade of his, one Fryer Francs Preybasfen,
That {o they might mutunally confult together what was
beft to be done : for you muft know this Fryer was inti-
mate with Fryer Wenceflins, as having entred into the
Colledge at the fame time; and, being alfo a young man,
was weary of a Monaftical life, as well as he.

Whileft thefe things were in Confult, there hap-
pencd a Solemn Difputation in the School of the Monafle-
ry ; Where among other Thefes , Tryer France, under
a Moderator, was obliged to maintain, That Metrals can
not be tranfmuted: And it chan:ed to be the turn of

_Frver Wenceflavs to be the then Opponent : = But, as he
had made no great FProficiency in his Studies, fo Fryer
Francis eafily bafled him,and expofed him to the laughter
of the Auditory ; fo that in a great Paffion he broke out
into thefe Words, #7hy do yon laugh? 1 can practicaliy de-

menfirate
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monftrate the thing tobe true ¢ To whom the Moderator
with great Indignation,anfwer’d; Holz thy peace tho Afs,wrle
thou aufo bs andichymifl? I fhall fooner bz able to turn fhee o ap
Ox,than thou to tranfmute the Merals, Herewith Fryer Wence-
[lans’s mouth was ftopd.
~ When the Difputation was over, Fryer Wenceflans took
occafion to cenfer with Fryer Francis; when they two were
alone rogether in the Garden belonging to the Monaftery,
kr, Francis thus accofted him, 1ox have 1his day publickly af-

firmed in the Difpuration, That you were able to tranfmute
Metals ; "Twas unadvifedly [poken of you, whether it be true or
falfe 5 ifitbe true, and it come to the Abbot's ear, you will zor
enjoy your Liberty very long: Befides,there is a4 greas muttering
in the Monaitery., That the old Father and your [elf, found «
Treafure in the Church, and, That the Mafons [aw 4 Copper box,

and that a Monk of the Auguftine order fold fome Gold to a
Gold[mith, andthat you did take froms the Kitchin a Fewtey plate;
Moreover, the [uddain Death of the old Father is not without fome

Sufpicions and althe you way alledg, That the money was [ent you
by your Friends, and it were true, that they did fend you [ome,
yét it being probable that fome came another way , for which and
other rgﬂ:ﬂiﬁ-ﬁm,ya# world never _fmp; Scot-free ont of the Mona-

Seery,'twas well the Moderator took you for a Buffle-head, But, if

what you have affiymed be falfe, you doill again thit way, by af-

[erting that which you are not able o d:monfirate, I ds there-

Sore earneftly defive you to declare unto me, a5 1o yowr intim.se

Friend, the whole truth of this Marter,

Whereupon Fr. Werceflans fell down at his Feet, humbly
‘befeeching him to fwearnot to difcover what he fhould
reveal to him, butto afford him his help and affiftance
and then he would difclofe that to him, which,upon their
- flealing away from the Monaftery, would procure great

wealth to them both,and advance themto high Dignities;

and that they would cqua]ﬂ{ fhare the Happinefs between
them, and run alike hazard in all things, In a word;the

4 C Bar-
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Bargain was foon made, and they without lofs of time,
went into F. Francis's Cell, where they rook their mutual
Oaths one to another. And then F. wenceflans declared
<he whole Intregue and the procedure thereofto F. Frax-
cie, withal defiring him upon the firlt oceafion to go into
the City to buy there 2 yound of Lead., which being
brought to him he chang’h it into Gold,obferving the Me-
hod the old Father had obferved before : The tranfmuted
Gold was carryed back by F Francis into the City,and there
{old to a Jew, for an 100 Ducats, though it were worth
more, his pretence was as the former, that it was melted
down out of ancient Coin and Meddals. Having receiv'd
this Money , and thus made a {tri&t League and Friend-
Mio with ¥, Francis, and the Art being now found true
for the fecond time, they were more intent upon their De-
{ign.of Efcaping out of the Monaftery.

But that which retarded their Refolution, was the Sea-
fon of the year, it being then Winter, and a very hard one
oo, for they well underftood, that they could not then
fafely take fo long a Journcy as they were to undergo,
if they would by their Flight clude “the fearch, ( which:
would be made ‘without doubt with all diligence poffible
Jfter them) and avoid the punifhment ufnally inflicted up-
on fuch an.accafion. . Hereupon they thought it more con-
venient to defeer their intended flight till the Spring fo'-
lowing, and they were the rather induced thereunto be-
caufe they had found means to pafs that time merrily, by
getting now and then a Cup of Wine,and a couple of roal.-
_ed Pullets; which ¥.Francis (who was well veritin that

Trade) knew: well how to get, and to convey into their
Chamber. But becaufc F wenceflans had as greata mind
to tafte of Womens Elefh as of that of Poultry ¢ and had
lighted on @ cerain auffrian Drab fit for his purpofe, he
caufed therefore: fome mans Apparel; with a Periwig, and
(1table Accoutrements to be made ready for her.

Having,

|
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Having thus difguifed her Sex, they gave her the
Name of Seignior Anaftafio, & the came often to the Mona-
ftery, on pretence, That fhe came from 7zenna, o vifit her
Cofin ¥. nenceflans, pretending he was her Kinfman ; this
lafted a while, but the Vifits of this Seignior Amaffafio
was fo frequent, that at laft, he was {Jhl%rved to come
into the Monaflery fometimes, and not to go outagain,
by reafon of his flaying all night in the Cell of F, wence-
flaws, who did thus live for fome wecks in difhoneft Love
withhim: and, when he went either to the School or to
the Church, he alwayes carefully carryed his Key with
him,

But a matter of that Nature could be kepr clofe no lon-
ger; fome Rumour of it came to the Ear ofthe Abbor or
Prior,fo that one Morning as F. Wenceflans was at Mattens
~ before day, The Abbot demanded of him the Key of his
Cell, which he was forc'd to deliver, (but how willingly,
any one may guefs.) The Abbot immediately, with the
Pryor, and fome other Monks went to his Cell and there
found Seignior Axaffafio naked in the Bed.

At this fight there was a general Conflernation on all
fides, none knew what courfe to take, F.Wwenceflans his
mind was more in his Chamber than in the Chappel can-
ting out his Mattens ; as for Seignior e7naftafio , fhe was
doubtlefs as much at a lofs;for.to run without herGloaths
out of the bed before fuch venerable Company, was no
wayes thought convenient |, and, as for the good Prelates,
they were alfo uncertain how to fteer; fome advifed to de-
clare the matter to the Magifirate, that fo 4naffafio might
be thruft our of the houfe by the Secular Power; others
feared, That if they took that courfe, they fhould dero-
gate from their Rights and Priviledges ; and , if Seignior
enaftafio fhould chance to be whipt, and to be put into
the Stocks for diffembling her fex, the noife of fuch a
2 thing
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thing Would affix an indelable Charadter of Infamy upon-
their Monaftery.

After fome Deliberation, they co ncluded, Thatcprefent-
ly Anaftafio fhould put on her Clothes, and, after a fevere
Reprehenfion, fhould be ejected out of the honfe, in the-
Morning before day. And, as-forkryer Wence[laus he was
called from Mattens, and fhut up in his Cell, the dooss .
being well bolted and barr’d on the outfide, until four
Walls wese prepared to enclofe him, which were alread
built, only fomething was defetive in the .Door, which
was fupplyed the next day.

Whildt this was a doing, Fr. Wenceflans found Opportu-
nity to fecure his Copper Box,and to gather together the
Pouder, and by means of a Rope to let them both down
at a window to Fr. Francis, who ftaid therc on purpofe to -
receive them ; and withal he conveyed down a Letter to
him, the Contents whereof was, " Teo defire the faid Fryer
Francic not to forfake him in his Diftrefs; but to ufe his .
atmoft Endeavour to contrive a way for his Deliverance, .

withal minding him not to violate his Oath. about the
POWDER, but to keep it fafe,for as yet,t0 his great Com-
fort, it was intire,

The nextday, Fr. Wenceflaus was-kept Fafting, and in
the evening his Back was {feourg'd with manfy cruel lafhes, .
-nd afterwards he was fhut up clofe within four walls,and
for 2 Month fed with nothing but bread and water; du-
ring which time, the Severity of the Stripes he underwnent,
the Difafter of Seignior, 47/t afie,and the hazard of the lofs -
of his Powder did fo affi& him; that.he:was even rea-
dy to defpair ; but this did fomewhatrelieve him, that
he carried a firing with him into the Dungeon,and cafling .
it out at the hole, reccived fometimes both Letters and Vi~ -
Guals from his Comrade F.Francis : and indeed the defpe-
rate Condition of Fr.Wences(laus did fo affect his: hcart,tﬁat
he bent all his Endeavour to excogitate ways how to free -

him 3 ;
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Him atlalt an happy opportunity, offered it felf upon
this occafion. j

Prince Charles of Lichtenflein was a great Favourer of
Chymiftry, and he had a Steward of iis houfe at franz,
to whofe i’ricndﬂﬂpﬁ F. Francis had infinuated himfelf, and
by him fent a Letter and fome of the forefaid Jouder to
the Prince, in which he related the lamentable Condition
of Fr. wenceflans,and imploredhis Aid for his Deliverance.

The Steward having fent the Letter,and going 10 Fe/is-
boure the Princes fear, was fcarce arrived but that the
Prince beftovved upon him a more profitable office than
that which he had before, and this Meflage concerning
Fr. PVerceflaus wasfo favorably receiv'd, Thathe ftrictly
injoyned-him to return fpeedily-to Brena and o affift I'z.
Francés to the utmoft in order to the Deliverance of Iryer
Wenceflans. And to that purpofe he Committed his own
Seal to his Cuftody,to be made ufe of for that End,if there
were occafion.

Thus the Steward returning home; did prefently Corr
fult with.F, Francis to deliver ¥. Wenceflaus; and being de-
livered from his Prifon and Cloyfter, to hide and fhelter
him a while in the houfe of his Mafter: the faid Prince-of
Lichsenflein : - untill fome convenient opportunity could
be found for his paffage out-ot the Town, and for his comn-
veyance to the Prince of Feluburge. In order whereto Fz.
Francis took Care to provide a falfe Key, fic to open the
Dungeon, which he more eafily did; becaufe the Padlock
was on the outfide of the Door : and on -a- certain day,
when Mattens were ended; he- brought his Project to its
defired Effe@, for he opened the Door; and took out Ir.
P¥enceflans . ldcking. the Doors again; and difguifing
him with a Cloak, Coat, and 1 eriwig which he had ore-
pared for that Purpofe, he conveyed him through a by~
gate in the Garden of the Monafiery, to L cheff ir’s
Houfe, where he fhat him up_in.a Chamber,. lecked the
door
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door,and Sealed it up in two places with the Princes own
Seal and a Labell appendant.,

The next day when the MonafterysTorter,according to
his Cuftom, was carrying his Bread -and Water, about
noon, to E. 77 enceflaes,] 0, he was not to be found ! where-
upon a great Tumult was raifed in the Monaftery ,'and
from thenee ‘the News flew: to the Count 4z Collebrat, Go-
vernour of that Preciné, who prefently commanded the
Gares to be fhut, and fearch ro be made in all houfes, not
cxcepting Litéhienflein’s houfe it felf When they had
diligently fearched every Corner of this latter houfe, ‘at
laft they came to the Chamber that was fealed up = Here
the Steward of the Houfe ':r1terpafud,m1d told them, That
that Room was the Clofer of the Prince, swhich he had
fealed up himfelf with his own Seal,and therefore,it could
not be opened without great danger: a nd hazard of incur-
ring hig high Difpleafure.

Whereupon they defifled ; and F.7 Verceflans remained
hid there for fome weeks,untill at length he found means,
in a.difguife to efcape out of the Town in the morning ear-
ly, at the very firft opening of the Gates, and fo was con-
veved. with ctherofficers, in the Princes own Coach, to
Felishurgh.: : Being arrived there, he'was courteoufly re-
ceived ‘and well treated by the Prince, before whom he
made a notable demonftration of his Art.

But the Prince foon found.that 2 man in bisCircum{lan-
ces and of his Abilities, could not be long conecaled in his
Court, becaufe the Abbot of Brana havifig fent Spies after
him, would certainly find him out, and would alfo obtain
a Mandate {rom the fupream Confiftory at ¥iez#za concera-
ing him. Whereupon (though,as fome think, the !"rinces
Intent was to gain the whole Tincture from him) he: ad-
vifed him to go to Reme, and there obtein a full Difcharge
from his Monaftical life, ;and to fecure himfelf from the
Abbot, which favour he profered to, ‘obtain for him by
means

pLEs
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means of his Agent there : And to accommodate him for
his Journey,he gave him a Bill of Exchange for 1000 Du-
cats, and withal provided an lralian, bis Chamberlain, to
bear him Company on his way.

But you muft know Fr. #7ence[lins had fent away his
Comrade Fr. Francis (who privately had made an Efeape)
to Vicnns with the Tinfture enjoyning him to get him 2

rivate Loding there, to abfcond himfelt for a while, till
Lc could commodioufly contrive his Journey to: Rame.

Soon after the fralian Chamberlain and he began their
Journey, and when they were about halfaDaies Journcy
from 7iennas,the Chamberlain on a fuddain pick’d a Quar-
rel with him, and holding a Piftol to his Breaft, threat-
ned to kill him.unlefs he would deliver him the Tincture.

F. 7Venceflazs being thus unc:tpr::“tedlv affaulted , was
much abafhed,and calling God to Witnefs, protefted, That
the Tin&ure was not, for the prefent, in his hands, but
that he had fent it before by his Companion k. Francss to
vienna whom the faid Chamberlain had himfelf feen to
undetrtake that Journey a few daies before.

The Chamberlain was the rather induced to believe his
affeveration , becaufe upon. Search both of him and his
portmantle , he found nothing at all of the Tincture
therein. Hereupon, They came to Terms between them,
E. 7Perctflaws was to give the Chamberlain roo Ducats,
and an _imnefiy o be for cheir fuddain falling out, and fo
they agreed and bid one another, Tarewell.

The Chambeftain, being a, Coverous Iralian, was glad
of the Money, and F.77¢ipeflass was glad to be'rid of him,
having efcaped fuch an hazard, and being now likely to
attain Fienwa, where hesarrived in the Evening of the
fame day, and told his Companion F. Francis what had
hapned to him in every Circumitance, upon the way. He
being a fubtle man, did eafily perceive by his Relation,
what vvas the Myitery of his defigned Journey to Rome |

anil
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and that his Bill of Exchange was but a meer Collufion,
whereupon they both refolved to take another courfe for
their fafety,-in erder whereto, by means of a'Saxon whofe
name was Gorits,a crafty fellow, and a Clerk in-the Chan-
ecry of Bohemia,they came acquainted with one Count
Schlick, a perfon of great fagacity, then living at Fienna, a
great Favourer of Chymiltry,but h ad lately received fome
affronts from the Court, he was very glad of their acquan-
tance, and prefently took F. ##ence flaxs into his Proteti-
on, and brought him to his Houfe, where he made fome
Fryalls, and withal gave him fome of the Tincture, that
he himfclf might make one. _
" Butas for F. Francis, he always lodged abroad. After
{ome Wecks, Count Schuick told F. &’i’fﬁﬁ{ﬁﬂ:, that he
could no longer fecure him after that rate at Fienna, for
both the Clergy and alfo the Prince of Lichtenfiein, had an
ill Eye upon him, for his fake ; and ‘being already disfa-
voured at Court, he fhould runa furcher hazard, by con-
ccaling of him: neverthele(s he would {fhew him what
courtefy he could, and if he pleafed, he would fend him to
onc of his own Country-Houfes and Caftles in Behemia
where hie might remain in greater fecurity, and according-
Iy he prepared all things for the Journey. F. vPenceflans
did eafily perceive the intention of the Count, forbefore
he had obferved, that the Counts Footmen did obferve
him as narrowly as the Monks had done in the Monafie-
ry, and thercfore perceiving what wagtobe done with
Kim, he made his Efcape throughan Arch in the Wine
Cellar, built after the Iralias fathion, the day before he
was 1o g0 0 Bohem:a (a place defigned for his perpetual
imprifonment) and retired to the lodging of his friend
F. Francis-to whom having related what had hapn’d to him
avain, upon deliberation they "both agreed toextricate
themfelves out of all thefe hazards, and 10 acquaint the
Emperour with the whole matter




And to introduce them into his prefence,they knew none
more fit than a Spanith Countcalled 42 Pasr (whofe Pro-
ther named Peter |, was Heredravy Polt mafler, inthe Empe:
rours Hereditary Country) he’ was a great Alchymift, a
Factious and Seditious man, and one much troubled witl
the Gout, yet he had found means to creep into the Em:

erours favour: therefore this gain unlookt for was no
}:sfs acceptable to him, than. to the others before, for he
had heard a grear while before of F. ##esccflaus , and had:
an extream palfion to be acquainted with him, and fancied
that he fhould fee firange things in him, as King Heroz did
of Chriit, whote fir!:, he acted the part cunningly enough,
as you ihall prefently hear. They agreed together, thar F-
F¥enceflans thould zbide rncoeasto at his Houfe, where he.
was as much obferyved as at the Houfe of Count Schrivk .

Here he made another fimall Tryal, whereupon Count
Pasr went to the Emperour, and difcovered to Him the
whole Bufinefs.But his Imperial Majefty who(by reafon of
the great & weighty concerns of the Empire,doth not on:

Iy notmuch regard or value Learning, as his Father did;

except what contributes to his Recreation, as Plays, Mu-

fick and the like, but alfo had a particular averfnefs from-

Alchymy, holding that for a meer Im pofter, which did coft

his Royal Father and his Uncle the Arch-Duke Leapold, {o

much CX%’EHEC, both of Mony and Time) gave no great

heed to the Propofition made by Count rasr, efpecially it

haying been refated to him; that this F. 77enceflins was a

fugitive Monk ,ande had led a diffolure lite ; and niorcove:

by Report was accufed of Magick,
The  Spanifh Count 2.4 having heard this Renzrice of”
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the Emperour, being a fubtil man, and eafily forefeeine
thofe Objeftions wou'd be made had armed hif.qﬁ;'-if'f-,g.zinit
them:.npon which he.thus replyed to his Imperial Majefty;
, That he did confefs  that there was agreat weight in all the 0é-
jections made by his Majefty, yet without prefuming,b ing [omean
a. ‘Qr‘rﬂ:,“,__ o .J'rf.z'.‘:;:_li" Hpod bis It l,-‘J,_r;_:f t '-!,r'.ir"f-‘: v, It [ecmed to b i,
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Jbat though the Cafewere extraordivary, yet neverthelefs the Di-
& ates of common Reafon were 10 be obeyed, which doth aduife
[ometimes to confider of things, abftracted frops the perfons they
concern, it being evident, that [ome men though iil in themfelves
et have been the Authors of Ufeful Inventions, of which Truth,
Inftances might be given near at band , in regard his Imperial
Majefty had many notable Inventions in bis Archiewes , which
owed their Originals 1o bad men, yea,fome of them accufed of the
[ame mifcarriages as F.Wenceflaus, and fince it is true,that fonse
o0d things are done by [owe bad men 5 it being no lefS true, that
2l men are Sinners , mufEwe therefore rejec all snetr landable
Inventions and all the good Works they do. A notable Example
whereof (proceeded he) lyes as yet frefb before yonr Majefiy
Jofeph Burrhi was nmf:if.fd of Herefy, and being taken at Vi-
enna,was [ent to Rome, out after Pennance, he was pardoncd rp-
on the [core of his knowledge, rather than of his perfon, and the
‘Germans his Acoufers were by this means decerveds of which I
my [elf (fays he) at that time being Burrhus his Commi([ary at
Vienna, did forewarn them, but in vain. Your Majefly ({aid he
farcher)is 4 perfon, with whom God [eems to deal after a peculiar
anner, having wonderfully delivered you from many imminent
dungers, and now in thefe necelfitons and indigent times ., cruwel
Warrs being alfo in profpect your Heredstary Cunntries being al)o
exhanfled, the Divine Bounty [ecms to offer you a mean and nay
how yon may moft pitty and [pare your Subjects : It is the Devils
Policy to caft fulpition upon all extraordinary Affiftances, that fo
be may make them nfelefs; but (Tays he)it is as great a Sin pet 10
accept of things when offered, as to abufe them when they are
accepted. s for my [elf (faith he) [ hawe no great reafon to
be a Friendto {‘:Ejrm;_',ffrj,faﬁ';ngﬁ;ﬁfrm’ﬁ: much L (5 by it,as your
Imperial Majefty well knows pesther did T ever find any Truth
in the Art, [ave only in this Pouder of F. Wenceflaus, a7d the
tyanfmus ation made thereby,  But asinreferrence to that Tryal,
he dared pawn bis Credit 1 would [ucceeds and if his Majefly wosla
wot kelicve his word, yet be might d:puie fome per[cais to fee a Tri-
: al
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al made 5 for bis part, be thought be was bound in Cor [cience to
difcover the whole bufinefs to his Majefty, referring it wholy to
bim, whether he would gracionfly accept tie Propofal and protec?
the perfon that made it, or eife difcard them both 5 [lill heping
neverthele(s, that his Majefly wenld not take bis good Intention
nill part,mor exclude bim from his Favosr s wifhing for a-Con-
clufion, That hewould canfz one Trial to be made wnder the In-
Jpection of fome per fons; wnprejudiced, that o his Impertal Majefly
might be [atisfied, at leaft in this one thing, that he bad not made
the Propofition to him without [ufficient reafon : Thus he con:
cluded his Harangue. The Emperor, as he is gratious to
all Suitors, fo hegave favourable attention to the Counts
difcourfe, and commended him for it 5 Only ( faies he to
the Count) “Alchymy isa fubtil Impofture, and though
“ you your felf may mean honeftly, yet perhaps you alfo
** may be deceived thereby, otherwife I do not (adds he) at
“ all defpife the wonderful Works of God, but do highly
“ “value them,and accept of his Gift with all hearty thank-
“ fulnefs, and I'do well kriow how long my Father took
© very great pains in that Arr ; and how highly he prized
“ thatlittle which was fhewed him by the Baron Chaos ,
““and rewarded him for it ; befides, 1 know full well how
~ to make a diftinétion between the Arr,and the life of its
" Profeflors. ~Only leaft he fhould expofe himfelf, and
thew himfelf too cafy, he gave the Count order to make
another Tryal, and to procure the Prefence of other skil-
ful I erfons both of -the Clergy and Laity : Thar fo he
might make him a more exac Rclation of the Matter
withall the Circumftan e,and receive further order of his
Majefty concerning it.

Count Parma being recurn’d home from his Audicnce:
The very fame day he fent to Father-spies and Dr. %cher to
invite them to Dine with him the next day , adding thefe
Words in his Meflage, That he had a BufinefS 10 communicate
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10 themfrom the Erpcrour, The next day, they all accor-
dingly met. k. y Venceflans being prefent,where after Din-
ner Count Pzar made known his Commiffion, and {orth=
with caufed an ounce of Schlachenwald Tin, and a tew Cru-
cible to be bought, which Materials being prepared and
rried. and for tear of Inchantment, ex abundanti cantefas
{prinkled with Holy water: The Trizlbegan and was
tinifhed within 2 quarrer of an hour, one part Tinged, ten
Thoufand parts into Gold, which was {o graduated by the
Tinéture, that it was almoft Friable, and was firiated and
diftinguaifhed with red Veines interfperfed, ot which, as
likewile of the Tinbefore it was tinged, both the Count
de Paar , and alfo Father Spies, and Dr. necher, each of
them took a little picce for a perpetual Memorial of the
thing. Thereft was {caled up with their three Seals, and
the fame quantity of the vowder ‘as this Projection was
arade with was enclofed with it, and the thing was by all
three fulcribed to.

The next day,Count Pasr Wentto his Imperial Majefty,
and delivered it to him, making 2lfo a full Relation of all
the particular Circumflances in the Trial.

Hereupon the ]Enl]p::mur enjoyned him “to ‘treat Fr.
Wenceflans kindly, and to afTure him of his Favour, more-
over advifing him to refrain his.ill and fcandalous life, and
to fatisfy the Clergy, that he would reaflume the
Monaflical Habir,and for the reft he would take Care; and
till he had enquired further into the the thing, he would

| for his Security fend him into fome private place
-' The Count returned home very joytul with this Com-
' miflion nndthcvmyfhnelhfnmg.hccauﬁd F.VVence-
Aaus to be re-vefted with his Monks Habit by two Englifh
Fathers of the ~ugufline Order, Father Dunoll and Father
voitaller: A Letter was alfo writ to his Abbot at 5ruma,
informing him, that he might fet his mind at.reft concern-
ing him, becaufe he had laid afide his Monks habit, anﬁl
cloath-
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cloathed himielf with other Apparel, for nio other Réafon,
but becaufe he would free himfelf from the hardfhip of a
Prifon, and make a Journey to #ienza, to difcover a great
Secret, which he had, to his Imperial Majefty , which
being now done, he had again refumed his Monks
habi,

All this was done to perfwade him, thatthey meant
him nothing but good, to make him call againfor all the
Tin¢ture from his Comrade, and'to keep him from con-
verfing any longer with thofc which before were his moft
intimate Aquaintance, as counting himfelf {ufficiently fe-
cured againit all Violence, by the Emperors Proteétion,
and his Monis Habit: So that Count Pssr was as a Fa-
ther to him, and he, on the other fide, as his adopted
Son. Thefe two new Friends, undertook a Voyage toge-
ther, to a Country-houfe of the Count’s (adjoyning to a
certain Lake) which he had in Hungary, diftant about a
dayes Journey from Fi¢nna.

Being come thither, the very fame night they two be-
ing alone in a Chamber, The Count pluck’d out a Decree
of the Emperor’s (as he pretended) which was fealed up,
adding thefe words, My Sen, Tnto what Gulf of Mifery are
thin cast 2 Herc I have a Command inwriting fromthe Empe-
ror, to demand the Tinéture of Thee, andif thow refefeft to d li-
wer it, thento my great Grief , I muff execute ypon Thee the
Senteice contained 17 this [ealed Decree.

Fryer Wenceflaws defired to read the Decrees bur, the
Counvreplyed, if it be opened, it muft be immediately execa-
red! and, withal plucking a Piftol ourt of his Pocket, he
directed it to his Breaft, Sighing, and breaking forth
in thefe Words, Into what m [erys are we both Caft! 1et nvr-
witfanding if thow wilt harken vomy Counfel, (from whence thow
maift gather my Love and Fatherly Care, and free both of us
frem this great Meforiune, and make our Condition wery hagpy)
Il give it to thee.

No-
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Nothing was more grateful to Ir. VVenceflass than to

- fear this Condition, and having given him his hand that

he would follow it:
The Count began thus, “ris certain ( faid he ) That yon

and 1 o both fland in necd of the Emperours Pr oteétion , and
iz as certainy That we fhall be forc'd ro deliver the Tinifure to
bim. My Advice thew .. (which I refer g0 you for your appro-
bation andconfent.) 1 will pretend, that being injoyn'd to make
a [tricter Examination ¢ this Tinging Powder, that 1 have emi-
ployed it all, in order toits multiplication, to iry whether it might
be angmented for the greater Bentfis and Advantaze of his Ma:
jeity, However, we may both be Theltred wnder 1be Continnance
of the Emperors Protection, and yer we may keep 1he Tinéture 5.
And after the time defigned for 115 angmentation is clapfed, we
will eafily devife fome colorable Excufe, to evade it 5 af, That
the GlafS was broken, or fome Error comm.tted in the Opera-
vion. Fory the Truth is, (faid he) The Emperours Court & not
worihy [0 great a Treafure s it wil be Proftituzed there and made
commscn. But to ingage thy Jelf to me in a greater d(grLe of Faith--
fulnefS, Thou muft nor refu fe to give me half the Tinclure,ana we
will take a mutual 0ath ‘to be faithful one to the ether, asiong s
we Live, and for what now hath ;P1ﬂ ed between ue, 1t [hall be buri-
ed in perpetual oblivion.  The Emperor fhall never know ary
thing of ity neither [Fall he ever have any of the Tindture.

Fr. Wenceflaus was fain to make an Agreement on thofe
Terms which yvere dravvn up in writing, fubfcribed with
both their hands,and confirmed by their mutualOaths;and
0o the Tincture vvas divided bervvixt them. The Count
made a Tryal by himfelf alone the nextday, vvith fome
of his proportion thereof, o try vvhether he had not
heen deceived therein: but he found it Right and good.

Having ftaid a vvhile at his Country Houfe., %e vvas

about to return to Fienna s but he vvas taken{o grievuuﬂy
(ick of a fit of the Gout, that out of the intollerable Tor-:

ment vvhich he felt, he drank fome:Jw #rm Potabile, wwhich.
Bsrrhy:
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Bur; by had given him heretofore ; but vvich this Caution,
That it yvas not yet perfe&. Having tafted a fevv drops
thereof, he prefently felt a moft gricvous and vehement
painin his Joynts, fo that he could hardly perform his
Journey vvith Fr. wen; eflans £0 Viewns. But the fielt night
after his ‘coming, he vvas fo affiidted vvich heat, that all
his Entralls feéemed to be on a Flame ; as he complain- .
ed himfelf. The Day follovving his Phyfician, the Son
-of Dr. Sorbat, vvhofe Name vvas Kreiffer, vvho vvasalfo
Phyfician to the Emperors Army vvas fent for *vvfio con-
fidering his prefent Gondition, " a pplyed the properéft re-
medies he could, which availed him nothing, bur bad
Symptoms did {0 grow upon him, that the third day his
Cafe was judged defperate.

The Count himfelf alfo being fenfible of his Ceath ap-
proaching, caufed his Brother the Mafter of the Poft-Of-
fice to the Emperor, Count Peter de pasr, his only heir,
(for the fick Brother was a Batchelour) to be fent for a-
bout night : to whom he fpoke in thefe Words ;

It was foretold to me heretofore in Ialy , That 1 [hould of-
1ain the Tincture, and, That foon after 1 fhoutd dye!The firft part
of the Prophecy is fulfilled, ‘and the lutter s pear at hand to be
accomplifhed ; I know, That you have beftowed as much tine and
Expencein this Art asmy [elf 5 1 have nithing more valuable
to teave you, and which, rothing can be moye aceeptable 1o you,
than a Notable Portion of Tinure, which I have fealed up in
" this Desk, and [ball entruft it in the bapd f myC onf {[or, whe

upen my deceafe, fball deliver it 1o you

- After which words, he delivered the Desk to his Con-
feffor,who was prefent and heard him {peak them. Count
Peter not imagining his Brother was fo near his End, took
his leave of him for that Nighr, and rode home, becaufe
it was very late. And his Brother foon after departing
this Life, his Confeflor al{o took Coach, and went home

10 the Monaflery of St. Francic, not far diftant from the
Empe-
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Eniperial Poft Office at Zienna. The Death of the Decear

{ed Count being fignified tO his Brother, by his Footmen
who had accompanied the Confeflor home. . ;
The Count immediately rofe out of his Bed, being but
~owly entred thereinto, and clothing himfelf, gallopped
at two-of the clock in the morning.to theMonaftery of the
I rancifcans, and, after he had knock d fiercely at the Gate
for admittance,the drowfy Porter arofe and let him in ; the
Count defired to be ~dmitted to the Speech of the Confef+
for of his newly deceafed Brother, but it was reply’d, It
was an unfeafonable ume for fuch a Vifit, in'regard the
old man was weak, and weary, and being newly rerurned
home, was laid- down to reft.” The Count was not {atish'd
with this Anfwer, but was very earneft with the Porter to
agcompany him and fome of his Artendants to the old
Fathers Cell : he making Excufes, the Count rufhed iwr
prefently himfelf, and awak’d him, demanding the Desk
which his Brether had depofited in his hands,as now right-
fully belonging unto him.
‘The Father was much ﬁlrpri?:(:d at his fuddain irruption
and demand: which he did the more {ufpett, becaufe it
wasmade at fuch an unfeafonabl
upon he defir'd the Count to hold himfelf contented till the
Morning, and then he fhould have the Desk delivered un-
to him without fail, only he defired to deliver it in be-

fore the Father Guardia
him his acquittance for th
not content with this Anfwer,
~ats and Servants,endeavored to get it from him by force:

Whereupod a Tumult arofe; The W atch was fent for,
the Monks were alfo gathered together, . and a Spanith Ep.
of the fime Order, the Conteflor o
in the Monaliery,was alfo ro

¢ Recept thercef. The Count,

then lodging
{lcep, who he:a:iugiuch 4 tumult
{lery, apriv iledged placs,

e time of the night: where--

n, and that he wou'd then give

by the help of his Attend--

f the Em[}rCfE.-ﬁm garct,
ufed. our of his
aous Noife in the Mora«
was fo much concernd therear,.
that.
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that he enquired into the occafion, whilft the Count was
yet prefent, and underftanding that it arofe upon the fcore
of a fealed Desk : he demanded it of the Father who had it
in keeping : which having reccived from him, the next
morning he carried it with him to the Emperor, and com-
plained grievoufly againft the Count, s being the occafi-
on of that nights Uproar : In the mean time, 4s foon as it
Was day, the noife hereof was fpread all over the City: and
among the reft it reached the Ears of F, Wenceflans, wheo
prefently haftned to Court, and by means of the |
Confeffor obtaining Audience, he related to the Emperor
-the whole Story how the Count had ufed him in Hungary,
how he had extorted from him halfthe Tin&ure, how he
was neceflitated, by aforced Agreement, not to difcover
any thing hereof whilft lie was livin , but was now free
from the Obligation of his Qath by the Counts Death, that
he was very glad that the TinGture was ar length come in-
to the Hands of the right Owner his Imperial Majefty, for
whom he had long bei%:lre defigned it; he did therefore
now implore nothing more of his Imperial Majefty, ‘bue
that he would afford him his Protection, againft the Vio-
lence of Count perer Paar, his Poftmafter, and his Adhe-
rents.

The Emperor perceiving the wonderful Series of this
Affair,prefently entertained F, Wenceflan: at his Court, and
committed him to the Care and Infpection of Count /¥alls-
ffeir, the Imperial Governor of Hat[chiry.

About this time, the Poft-mafler above-mentioned dyed
alfo. F. Wenceflaus being thus received into the Emperours
Protection, had his Lodgings affigned him by the Imperial
Bowling-Green, where he made fome Tryals before the
Empcrour and Count 4w fin of Walleieiy his Guardian, and
in the Pallace of the Folansites in the Carinthian-{treet, he
made one of 15 Marks, as they fay, out of which Tranfmu-
tations the Count Walleffein made him 2 Gold Chain, to

‘mprefs’s
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keep in pefpetual Memory of thething. Moreover he did
depofite fome of his Tincture in the Court, for augmenta-
tion, and,as farr as I canjudge, by the Procefs dlivered to
me, he had a great defire to get the Mercury of Silver, how
far he pmceeded in it, Ido not certainly know, but fome
affirm, that he made fome progrefs therein.
In the mean time he butlll defired to be acquainted with
{ome noted Chymifls and eminent Artifls, and feveral Im-
pofters and Sophifters intruded themfelves into his ac-
quaintance, {o thatfrom thence refulted very frequent jun-
ketings, drinkings and merry meetings, and many foolifh
rrifling Procefles wrought by him ; from whence k. Wenet-
flaus learned rather feveral cunning and fubril Impoftures,
than any real angmentation of his Pouder: But the noife
& multitude of fo many Importunate Vifitants, being cum-
berfom at Court, where F. Weseeflaus had his Diet, under
the fevere infpection of Count walleftein, he thereupon pre-
tended. that he had occafion to make fome forts of Aqna
£orts and other MenStruums , which would be dangerous
ro the whole Court, and caufe fuch noyfom Fumes
and odious Smells, that they could not fafely be pre-
pared in that place ; therefore a Laboratory was built for
him, inthe Carinthian Fort, w here the Emperors ch ief En-
gineer did dwell, hisname was Fifcher, fi}%!‘ﬁ‘ﬂ[ lover of
Alchymy, and who fhewed himfelf very officious to him,
affifting him to build ftrange and’ moft nonfenfical Furna-
ces which can ever be feen; and befides  being not a little
pleafed with his good fortune of the neighbourhood and
acquaintance of the Owner of fo rich a-Tiné&ure ; butthis
intimacy lafted not long, as the cvent foon made appear:
for when F. T’I’mff.f?mj had f'f::trfr:f:,' well fixed his habitati-
on; and fetled his things in order, the Engineer was forced
1o leave the fplendid dwelling there affigned  him by the
Emperour, and to go to-favarin in Hangary, to dwell there,

His Wife alfo; as fome give out,, being vitiated into the:

(=7
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bargain; F.Wenceflans alfo fell very fick, and he that wait
ed upon him in his Chamber dyed fuddenly, not wichout
fome fufpicion of Poyfon, and he himfelf alfo fay without
any hepes of recovery, in this cafe F. A.C.P.C.i L.de S,
who before had bought fome of the Tincture of him, and
had paid him for ita thoufand Ducats, defigning to take
this opportunity of hisillnefs, and deceafe fo apparent, and
{o to get and enjoy his 1 incture without money, fent to
him one Bilwor, a French Bhyfician, tofteal from him, un-
der pretence of a Vifit, both the faid thoufand Ducats,and
he reft of the Tincture : Fortune did favour him as tothe
firlt pare of his Defign, but in the latter fhe did fail
and ifﬁippﬂint him, for F. Vienceflaus had hid his Tin-
&ure more carefully thanhis thoufand Ducats : at laft,the
Sick man, contrary to allmens exfpectation began to Reco-
ver, and K. Francis who was fent to Rows: to obtain a Dif-
enfation for him, to abfolve him from his Vow, having
obrained the fame recurned home ; whereupon prefently
F. v¥enceflaus laying afide his Monks Habir, took a Wile
and was married publickly to one named o #eerlee , who
had miniftred to him in his ficknefs, and had otherwife
been very affiftant to him when he w anted her; fhe was a
very fubtil and crafty woman, yet accounted at 77:n1a but
little berter than a common Harlot, and fhe was the worfe
thought on,becaufe her Sifter had been naught with 2.D. L.
and by his advice and affiftance had caufed her Husband,
to be made away,for which Fac, he the faid 5. . L. was
Sentenced to Death: but, though afterwards pardoned by
the Emperour, yet was deprived of all his Dignities, de-
graded of his Nobility, and caft into-perpetual Prifon in
the Citadel of Gratz, where he dyed Miferably ; and his
Whore, F. ¥#enceflans’s Wives Sifter, was the fame day to
be Beheaded in openCourt, before the Judgement Hall,
the Scaffold and all the reft being already prepared, but
by the interceflion of the Wife of Caftell Rodpizo, the Spanifh
H o2 Em-




o,

2

Embaffador fhe was fet free, yet afterward, upon the ac-
count of her leud life,and difhoneft Practifes, the was kil'd
with a Piftol-fhot. :

Fr. 7¥erceflaus being linked by Marriage into fuch a Fa-
mily,did then fancy for 2 time, Thatall the Elements did
confpire together to make him happy : for whi,-‘ ? he:
was vifited by Perfons of the higheft Rank, an withal
was mightily refpected by the moit eminent Ladies, Coun-
tefles and Princelles: As forme,as Spectator of this Scene,
I confidered him-in this Fools 1.‘:1:;1&ii"::: Whilft it put me
in mind of Corzelius Aeripva,who, in his Book of the Zanz-
ty of Sciences, under the Titleof Alchymy, fayes, Tnat if
ever-be [howld be Mafler of the Tinéture, he would (pend 11 all in
nothing bus in FVhowing 5 for women being paturally covetous,
he could thereby eafily make them to proftitute themfelves, and 1o
}'f'ffs untohis Lufl,

And it feems that not only F. 7Zenceflaus was{o mighty.

A Profcient and {o ftout a Souldier in the School of VE-
NUS, That_he was brought very low by the k rench Dif-
cafe, but alfo that his Wife Anserlec dyed ofit. After
whofe deceafe Fr. 7¥enceflans exceeded all Bounds of ho-
nelt Modefty, and dayly let loofe the Reins to all finful
and voluptuous excelles : for from that time he had ob-
rained the Tincture, he fpent in two or three years tme
more than Ten Myriads of Crowns  in all manner of Lux-
ury : and he forefaw well enough, that it could nor laft
and fubfift long at that rate: for the Tincture would not
maintain him.  And to turn it into Gold; or fell it for a.
finall price would rurn to no Account. as he had alwaies.
hoped it would by Augmentarion, and thereby to gaia an
inexhauftible Treafure.

Bur on the one hand his Want and Neceffity Wwas {uch,
and ‘on the other hand, the Solicitings of thole who .
would buy of his Powder, were {o importunate that he
could not.refflfo great: Temprations : And therefore

benwesn.
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betweenboth, he refolved upon a difhoneft Shift, which
was to {ell for great Rates, Poudred Cinnabar, red Lead, and
the Caput Mortunm of Aqua fortis beyled, and fuch other In-
gredients in flead of the true Pouder, mixing alfo there-
with fome few Filings of Copper, that Foolifh ignorant
People.might miftake the fame for a Gold-making Pou-
der: tofome hefold it without any fuch Cozening Ad-
dition as Coppar: And if they were not able to tinge with
it, he would lay the Blame on their Impatience and Un-
skilfulnefs in making the Projection. To others, he paw-
ned fome of his Counterfeit Tincture for a great fumm
of Money, which he pretended, he had a prefent ufe for:
but he was loath to fpend his Tincture in projeéting, be-
caufe he hoped.to augment it with a Thoufand-fold ad-
vantage : And thatthey might fee the Tincture was ge-
nuine and true, he took fome of it and wrapt it upin
a little Wax, with which he mingled a little of his right
Tincture, which he called his Crocus, or Pouder of Redu-
&ion, and fo tinged therewith.

By this means he-got very many 1000's of Crowns, and
over and above he got P.C. de L. and C. L. to be his Afi-
ftants and Partners in thefc Myfteries. But the Impudent
fort, among which A. C.P. and his Cofen C.B. arcto be
reckoned, he gave them whole Ingots which he hadcaft,
confifting of equal parts of Gold and Silver; then filing
fome of them, and diffolviny it into common .4gua for:s,
which he brought with him, he affirmed that now his
Tinéture was exalted into 2 Menflruum, which would pre-
fently change Silver into Gold : and that as {oon as cver
the price or value which was to be paid for its purchafe
fhould be put thereto, it would be converted into.Gold :

It hath been alfo furcher related to me, That he grew to
that Degree of Impudence, as to tinge fome fort of Coins
after this manner into Gold, before the Emprefs Dowager
and.the Emperour himfelf.  Yea, this fellow was {o arro-
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rant. a8 to caufe his own Effigies to be drawn on fome of

“hofe falfe Coins which he did attempt deceitfully to put

off.

et this matter could not be kept {o {ecrer but the more
prudent began to {mell the Cheat,and to mutter fomething
about it; which was very ill taken in the Emperours Couart.
For he was infuch Credit there, that it was not {afe to im-
peach him, asbeing received into the Emperors Protecti-
on, both againit the Clergy and the Secular Power, and
even againfl the skilful in the fame Art. For great men
are loth to acknowledge their Error:but think themf{elves,
cho under a Miftake, to be as infallible as the Pope him.
felf.
Thofe who were not much co ncern'd in the Matter, fuf-
fered itfo to pafs, as taking little Notice of it ; -butfome
crue Philofophers were very much aggriev’d, That foin

famous an Impoftor, after fo many Vows and Protefta-
tions made by him to the contrary, and after fuch evident
Proofs of his former debauch’d Life, after fo many villa-
nous Crimes committed, and his bafe Proflitution openly
of {o noble an Art of Chymifiry, (hould yet notwith{tand-

=

ing that he ranted it up and down in his Coach in Mafqua-
rades, before the Emperours Court. be maintain’d and pro-
tected by him. But others,who had been cozened by ]him
of great Summs of Money,even to many thoufand Ducats,

with his adulterate Tinltare, conld not fo reft fatisfied, but

brought in their A&ion againft him at common Law:
where, after fome time and much Expence, they obtained
Judgment againt him, but it never was put in Execution,

timugh ali other means were try’d.

Now the T._"_.:wt‘w:mr-,r,un?:i'a he would have left his Fave-
cite V¥eaceflans to the Jurifdiction and powsr of his Judges,
j ft needs interpofe: for the Com-
for his infolent and abufive pra-
&ifes were {o many, and the Fame of them was fpread fo

far

and Rigor of the Law mt
plaints made again{t him
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far abroad in the world, That his Imperial Majelty chought
it more convenient to have the Noife of it altogether fup-
preft.

To be fhort, The Emperour paid all his Debts, and that
he might prevent his farther opportunity of Cofenage, he
got from him the reft ofhis Tincture, and then advanc'd
him to the moft Ancient Order of Barrony in Eohemia, by
the Title of Baror Seyler of Seylerburgh and afterwards
made him Hereditary Mafler of the Mint of Bohewia : and
having thus preferred him, be fent him away from his
Court to P-agne, where he now lives very gallantly ; and
hath made Fryer Francis the Steward of his Houfe : hav-
ing married a Second Wife, called #7aldes Kircheriana, a
handfome woman, and of 2 Noble Family.

In the mean time, a Rumor was {pread all over.Germany,
That the Dewil had carricd bim away Soul and Bosy. Which
Report, though it might have fome good grounds, yet, for
this time it was not true: but he hath very great reafon
to fear that it may prove true, at laft, if he doth not
amend his Life : and the Event thereof we muft expect.

I have deferibed the Series of this Story both to vindi-
cate the Truth, and al{o to fatisfy fo many Curious, who
have defpicable thoughts of Chymiflry. Tf7 have mifta-
kenin any Paffage, Fr. 7Fenicflans is yet alive, and I ear-
peftly defire him to amend and re@ify my miflakes, and
to vindicate himfelf by giving the World a more exact Ac-
count thereof that he may no longer lye underany unjut
Refiection.

For a Conclufion, 1heartily wifh, Thatif God {hould.
blefs any lover of this noble Art,wich fome fuch like Trea-
fure he would ufe it better than ¥ exc: i s hath done: for
the Glory of God. the Bencfit and advantage of his Neigh-

o
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Bour. and the furtherance ofhiso in everlafting Salvation:

Bl LS.,












