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‘The Intent of che Frontifpicce.

1 St. Dunftan, Zhe Patron of the Goldfimiths

Company.

2 Zhe Refining Furnace.

3 The Telk with Silver refining on it.

4 The Fineing Bellows.

5 Zhe Man blowing or working them.

6 The Telt AMould. |

7 A Wind-hole tomelt Silver.in without Bel.
lows.

8 A pair of Organ Bellows.

9 A Manmelting or boyling,or nealing Silver

| at them,

|- 10 A Blockwith alarge Anvilplacedthereon.

| 11 Zhree Men Forging Plate.

| 12 7he Fineing and other Goldimiths Zvols,

13 Zhe Aflay Furnice.

14 The Aflay- Mafter making Aays.

15 His Maw purting the Alfays into the Fire.

16 The Warden marking the Plate on the
Anvil,

17. HisOfficer holding the Plate for the Marks,

18 Zhree Goldlmiths, fimall- 7V vrkers,at work.

| 19 ZGold(miths Shop furnibedwith Plate.

20 A4 Goldfmith wrfgr"ﬂf{g Plare.
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Do, as fal; as in me lyes,
Allow of the: PrinTing of
this Book. | 3

Fra: North.

HE Author premifeth, That the mat-

ters comprized in the enfuing Zreatife
relating to Points of Law, or Expofitions
of any the Statutes therein mentioned, are
not barely upon his own Opinion; But
therein he hath taken the Judgment and
Refolution of Councel Léarned in the Law.




Ricur Honourasik,
- Sir Jofeph Williamforn Knight and
Baronet,Principal Secretary ofSeare
- to CHAR/ZES the Second, King of
Great Brittain, France & lreland. &,
and Lord Ambaffadour and Plene-

potentiary for the Treaty of a Ge-
neral Peace at Nimmegen,

He fubject of the cifu-

| ,iﬂg Treatite % Gold

| ~and Silver, the Orna-

- ment and Riches of this K ing-

dome ; And the defion there -

of s to make thofe Metals (i
_ T

3 remo-




The Epiftle '\
removing the Abufes  com-
mitted therein ) to be really
fo. . Sir, although the Sphear
wherein I move in relation to
my knowledg of thofe Metals,
bath rendred me capable to
make a real and plain demon-
frration: of the Abufes com-
mitted in the [ame, and what
remedies to apply ; yet with-
out the favourable approbation
and affiffance of thofe in Emi-
nent Places of Autbority, it |
may fail of the defigned end,
which -is to prevent the de-
ceitful working of Gold and
Stlver : The Gonfederation of

which,




) " DediCatory.
which , and for that 1 conld
ot apply my Jelf to any perfor
for the Patronage of fo Pub-
ligue a Coucern,more properly
~than to your Hononr, whofe
Great Wifdom -and Integrity
to. the Publigue-¥Veal, bath
advanced your Honour in His
Moajefties Favounr to Places
of greateft Eminency in the
State: Sir, knowing bis Ma-
jefties Gracions Inclination,
 and the intent of onr Laws,
- % for the [ecuring bis People
from. injury ; And that the
marter of the enfuing Difcourfe
may. be no [mall. Inftrument
B, §) or
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h
or effelting thereof in cafes
{elatij':fg 1o fbcﬁ Mzia!s, 1@;
emboldened ‘to make my bum.-
ble Addrefs to your - Honowr,
bumbly imploring your - Ho-
nours F awumblg Aceeptance
and Countenance of thefe my .
weak Endeavonrs 3 Andthat :
you will pleafe to be Infiru-
mental to enforce the due exe-
cution of she Laws a1 force
made for Regularion of the
working of Gold and Silver ;
And where any debility fball -
appear in thofe Laws, to fup-
ply the Jame by promoting fome
more effectual Remedy forthe

(e




) Dedicatory.
preventing all Abufes there-
an, and the advancing His
Majefties Hononr by the ho-
neft 'Mamg‘aé?kring of Gold
and Silver, that therein we
be net inferionr to other Na-
‘#ions , which 75 the bearty
Prayer ,and [ball be the earnef?
Endeavonr of

Right Honourable,
Your Honours humble

and devoted Servant,

W. B,
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To the READE R

g—{Here having not heretofore

| (thm: ever I could hear of)
been expofed to Publique view

any Zreatife of this kind; This

therefore may occafion more than
ordinary Curiofity in Inlpeéting the
Particulars thereof, and perhaps’ di-
{pofe the Reader to the Confiderations

| following.

Firlty #hether the Matter of it be
trilte

| Secondly , Zhat [bonld incite me to
this attempt ¢

Thir.dly,, Whether it be not againft
the Rules of a Myftery thus publiquely to

difcover them ?
Fourthly,




Zo the ﬁ‘!&fﬁ'r.. \11

Fourthly, #hether it may not (in-
Jtead of the good propofed ) become a

| difparagement to the Manufacture, and
,L [o aprejudice to the Tyaders therein ?
1:« Fifthly , #hether this may not re-

g fleit upon the 7V ardens of the C, ompany by
i Suppofing that they do not perform their
Dausy in fupprelfing thefe defects ?

As to the Firfh,

\ I vefer the Reader to the Statutes and
other Laws (for Regulating the Gold-
fmiths Craft) herein cited, and his own

oblervation, (from what is here inti-

. mated) how the fame have been pur-

fued,
Zothe Second,

- I'have been moved hereunto from
a defire of the Publique Good, Every
honeft man’s private benefit, and of
detecting decet and falfhood.

a ——— . e
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- Zo'the Reader.

Zo the Third,

What I have here difcovered, is not
the Honeft Myftery or Craft in Work-
ing and Fathioning the Wares, (which
in all Trades isto be conceal’d) but
the Publique Rules of our Laws, and
good Intentions of our Law-Makers
to prevent Deceit in the Exercife of
that Myftery which ill difpofed Crafts-

men in all ﬁfﬁs have been too prone to
contrive and praétice.

. Z0 the Fourth.

It cannot be fuppofed, thatforthe
offences of fome, all fhould be con-
demned ; Or that if fome Wares be
- deceitful, all fhould be fo made ; For
.~ Iaver, That {fome there be of this
. Trade (to their honour be it fpoken)

that have not; nor will not in this
Trade of 2 Goldfmith vary from the
Rules and Principles of Law and Ho-
nefty, by working or felling adultera-
ted Gold or Silver Works, though
firongly befet with the temptations of
gains
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7o the Readey, i
gains for a more plentiful livelihood s
and it cannot be denyed, that a per-
fon brought up ina Trade to live ho-
neftly thereon (o fee his Neighbours
draw away his Cuftomers by deceit-
ful Wares under colour of Cheapnels,
or leffer profit for his work,- when in-
deed he makes greater advantages
thereby) and not be enfnared to do the
like practices, argues more than an or-
dinary integrity and conftancy.

Z o the Fifth.

It is well known theWardens of Gold-
(miths, London, have and will readily

“hear all Complaints that {hall be made

to them therein by any perfon what:
foevery and punifh the Offenders: But
the Workers and Sellers in this Trade
being' fo numerous, and the. Tranf-
greflors {0 fubtile to conceal their de-
ceipt, and evade the punithment, that
the endeavours of the Wardensasyet
hath been, fo {till will be but'a_ weak
remedy; unlefs the buyer or Cuftomer
who wears and ufes the Commodity
be made capable of knowing the good
Wares
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70 the Reader.

Wares from the bad, and the true va-
lue of either, and how rto punifth the
offenders, which is the intent of the
enfuing Difcourle ; Wherefore cra-
ving the favourable Conftru&ion of
the Wardens and Company of the My.-
ftery of Goldfmiths, Zondon . And all
honeft Workers and Sellers of Go/d.
fmiths W ork,for this my undertaking,
I affure them andall my good Coun-
trymen, That Ivalue not the Calum-
nies of {uch who fhall be difpleafed for
difcovering their deceitful practices s
My only aym and intention in this
Matter being to procure an honeft Re-
formation in the making of Gold and
Silver Works, and all other Goldfmiths

Work whatfoever. : |

And having thus caft in my Mite in

fo juft amatter, Thave difcharged my
- Confcience, and remain a devoted Ser-
- vantto the Publique Good. |

W. B,
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A
Touch-{tone
FOR

Gold and Silver W ares :
& | OR,

A Manual for Goldfmitbs.

Hat there bath been and 1sa

great abufe to the People of
. M this Kingdome in the Silver
| and Gold that is wrought in-
to- the feveral forts of Wares in ulfe
among(t us, is no hard matter ro ma-
nifeft ; For if there were, infpection
B made




a Tauch-toite fo2 Sold

made into the Silver that 1s wrought
into Buckles for Belts,Girdles, Shooes,
Garters, and fuch like s And Hiltsfor
Swords and the pieces thereto belong-
ing . And all other forts of fmall work
both of Gold and Silver, and the value
thereof truly Examined; a great part
therecf would be tound to want very
much of the value it ought to be of,
in re(pect both of the Standard, and
the Price it was fold at, whereby the
wearing buyer is abuled and defrau-
ded, and the Lawes infringed, for the
private benefit only of deceitful and
ill-minded men. Todireé therefore
in the Dilfcovery of Falle Wares,and
to prevent the Ewvils arifing thence,
I have framed this Difcourle, which
confifts of Three Parts ; As,

Firlt, ##hat Silver and Gold is in its

E " own Nature,and the Sort or
-t ] Standard, that is of ought %o be

I8 in ufe amongft us.

|'“ r Secondly, # recital of the Statutes
i " and other Lawes in force for
) - preventing the working and
Ll [elling




any Silver (Uares.
felling Gold and Silver /Vork,

LB that is worfe than that Stan-
it dard,

Thirdly, Some Notes giving light to
thofe Statutes, and directing
how to prevent Deceipt in Gold
or Silver work, awd the way of

Redrefs for ﬁﬂ:b Offences.

Silverisa Mineral of that Excellent
Nature, that when it isin the higheft
degree of finenefs, it will endure melt-
ing a long timein extream heat, with
but very little waft, which quality
is not inany other Metral, fave Gold,
which (inche fineft degree) 1s more
fixt, and will endure the fire with lefs

waft: Wherefore Gold and Silver for
this excellency and their fcarcenefs,
and capablenefs of being wrought into
{o many [orts of Ufeful and Ornamen-
tal things above other Mettals, 1s one.
Realon that it bears fo great a value,
and anfwers all things.

~Our forefathers confidering that
Silverin its fineft degree would be too
| B 2 fofk
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QA Touch ftone 'fng Soln

foft for ufe and fervice (forthe fineft
Silver is almoft as foft as Lead), did
confult to reduce or harden the Silver ©
(by allaying it with bafer Metal) to
fuch a degree, that it might be both
{ferviceable inthe works, and allo in
the wearing keep its native White-
nefs; And upon Experiment and due
Confideration, did agree that there
fhould be put Eighteen penny weight
of fine Copper into Eleven Ounces and
two penny weight Troy of the fineft
Silver, both which makes Twelve
Ounces or the pound Troy, And fo
according to that proportion for more
or lefs; (where it is to be obferved,
That either Tin, Pewter or Lead being
put into_Gold or Silver for the allay-
ing thereof, or being mixt therewith,
renders it extream brittle, and alto-
gether unfit for work) which degree
of allay is concluded upon by the Law- .
makers of this Kingdome, to be the
Standard for all Silver Money, and all -
Silver Works, and is commonly cal.
led the Sterling Allay (from the Zfer-
/ings or men that came fromthe Zaff-
Country, and were the firft Contri- "

vers




and Silher (Maves.

-vers and makers of that allay;) And

this 1s that which 1s meant in the S74-
tute of 18 Eliz. Cap.15. by the Expref-
fion, (to wit) Not lefs in finenefs than
that of 11 Onnces two penny weight.
And for this purpofe divers Stazutes
have been made, which I have here
recited werbatim as followeth.

The Statute 28 Fdw. 1. Cap. 20,

It is Divained, That no Sololmith
af England, nop none othet-njere
Within the Kings Dominfons, MHall
from hencefoyeh malke 02 caufle to be
mave any mannee of Geflel, Jetvel, 02
any other thing of Gold 0} Diiver, cx-

‘cept ftbe of g and true allap, (that

is ta fap) Oolb of a Certadn touch,and
&ilver of the Seerling allay, 0 of
Better at the pleature of him ta Wwhom
the CTogk briongeth s and that pone’
ok wole Siiver then MWaoney; Gno
that no manner of (deflei of Silber
pepact out of the hanvs of the Tl
et3 until it be dffaped by the War-
Deng of the Craft ; and furchee, that
It be mariked With the Leopards-Dean:

B 3 dna




Thefe
words of
this Sta-

A Touch-ffone fop Hold

dud that thepy ok no wole Golo
then of the touch of JParis ; Anothat
the (Warnens of the Craft Mall go
from Shop to Shop ameng the Solde
fiiths to aflay if theic Solo be of the
faine touch that ig (poken of befoge :
Anb if they finvany other theu of the
Touch atoelaiv, the Hold Mall be fo2:
feit to the Bing; [ Andthatnone all
make Rings, CTeolfes, noy Locks,]

tute, [ None ANU that none hall et anp ftone n

fhall make
Rings,Crof-
fesy nor

Golo except it be Natural ; And that
Oavers o Cutcers of Stones, ang

Locks,JRe- 0f Scalg, fhall pive ta cach theic

peal. 21
Fac. 28.

weight of Siiver and Holv ag neacag
thep canupon theiv Fivelity ; Qnvthe
Jewels of bale Soid which thep have
in their hanos, they Mail ucter as falk
as thep can; 9Ino from thencetoth if

thep biv anp of the (ame TN, thep

hail Dup it {6 Wok upon, and not
ta fell agath: <ud that all the nood
Tolons of England twhere any ®olp:
finith be dwelling, Mall be Dveren
acconing to this Stacute, ag thep of
London beg; Snd that one fhall come
from cbery pon Toton fo all the cefi-
pue that be dweliing in the fame, unta
London




o Silher Wages,

London, fo; to be afcertainctof their
Couch. Anv f any Solofimith be at-
taincen bereatcer hecaule that be bath
none otherinife then befoze 19 Ohatn-
ed, he fall be pumifhen bp nmiion
ment and by canfome at the Kinpg
pleafure, And notwithtanding ol
thefe things befoye mentioted, o; anp
point of then, Woth the Ring and His
Councif, and all they that weee paclene
- at the making of this Oroinance, will
Canu intenn that the Rinht and P
rogative of his Crotwn MHatl be labzoco
bim in all th:nge,

Stat. 37 £d. 3. Cap. 7.

| Item, Tt i8 acropved, That Hald:
{iniths ag weil {n London as eilewhere
within the Realr, Hall wake all
manner of eflels ann other Tk
of Siiber, well and Lawfuily of the
allap of god Sreeling; Qud ederp
Mafter Gololmith Mall have a ma.k
by bimfelf, andthe fame mark Hall be
knoton by them which Mall be afligned
by the Ling te furbep theiv Ligkand
ditap ; 10 that the faiv Dol nths
B 4 fct
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{et not theiv SYatks upon theiv Y oks

till the faid Surbepors have mave

theic affap as fall be opained by the

Laing anv his Councel ; anb after the

Qilay maode, the Surbepsy MHail fet

the Bings Vack, and after the Gold:

{mith bis mark fo2 wbich he will ane

f{wer ; And that no Oolvlinith take fo2

{eflel Wwhite and tull o the weight of

@ pound. (that ig to fap) of the pce

of two PVarks of Paris Wweight, but
Ligbteen pence ag thepy bo at Paris:

this  [Audthat noSoldimith makingldibite
Claute o {eflel Mail meodle with piiding,]
Goldmith 102 they that Do giln hall mebdle ta
feal? make yake white Uefel : And thep Wwhich 4
il that be fo affigned in every Totn Mall |
gild) Re- take theit Searches as oftentimes
P .15, 08 Mall be Dyvained ; Aub fop thag
% \wbich hall be in the Oolplinithg
pefault, they fhall incur the pain of
fnteiture to the Liing, the balue ot the

$etal which MHall be found in pefault,

| § O

Stat,




~ anb Silber (Taves,
Stat. 2 Hen. 6. 14 |

Zhe finenefs of Hs:mdﬁ ﬂf Silver, And
that it fb;:ff b ‘marked with e
Leopard’s Head.

Item, That no Ooivimith oy wop
ket of Siluet within the ity of Lon.
don, feil anp wokmanthip of Siibet,
unlefs it be as fine as the fterling, et
gept the fame neen Sobver i the
making , which Kall be aliowed ac-
ceoing ag the Sodber 15 neceflary
to be wounht in the fame ; dnd that
no Ooivlmith nop Jetveliee, nop any
othe that woketh Parnels of Siluer,
fhail fet anp of the fame to (ale Wwithin
the Lity, tefore that it e Touclked
with the touch, and alfo with the MWark
02 Sign ofthe (okman of the lame,
upon pain of Fofeiture of the double
palue ag afoe 18 faip: Qnv that the
Patk and Sign of every Doldfinith
be knotn to the {Tarvens of the
Craft. dnb i€ ic map be found thac
‘the fain eeper of the Touch, touch
anp-fuch Dariels W “~the Leopard’s
Pean,
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Deavn, ercept it be ag finc in allay aB

the ftecling, that then the Lleeper uE =
_ﬁ

the Touch o2 every thing (o poven
not ag xood (nallap as the i ftecling,

fhall fo2feic the touble balue to the
IRing, and to the pactp ag is abobe
tecited, dno atlo it ig liketwife Dz
oatned in the Citp of York, New-

Caftle upon Tine, Lincoln, Norwich,
Briftow , Sahsbury ang C{}ventry,
That enery one fhall bave Divers

Touches accoing to the Dvinance
of the Waporg, Wapliffs, 02 Hobrs
itotirg of the fame Tolvng; Anbthat

no Golvliniths no2 other (Uokers of
Silnze, noy Heepersof the faim Tou,

thes within the fame @Cotong, ibail feg
to {ale 02 touch anp Silver inothey
manner thenis ovained, before with,
in the Citp of London, upon pain of

the faip forfeittires, And Mogeobet,
Thatno Gololmith 0 other Tliozker
of Diiber within the Realm of En-
gland, twhere no touchis obained ag
afoye i faid, hall ok any Silver ex-

cept it be as fine in allapag the fier:

N

img‘ Qub that the Solvimith 0 woyr

v of the lanw- %ﬂbet ‘et upon the
fome




ano Silver ¢@aces.

fame Dis Vark o2 Dign, befoge he
fct it to fale: Andif it be found that
it is not ag fineas the ftecling, thag
then the woker of the fame Mall fo2-
feit the voubic value I manner and
foym ag befoge ig vecited within the
1ty of London. Qnd the Juitices of
- Peace, Wapors and Waplifks, and ail

othet baving pofuer ag Jultices of the
- JPeace, Mall bece enquiite and detets
- mine, by 2Bill, Plaint, 02 in sther
“mannet, all that do conttary to the @iv
Dyvinances, and thereef ta make due
erecutfon by theit vilcretions. §Pres
 Dinen alwaves, That it the Mafter of
the int that notw ig, 02 which (02 the
time fhall be, offend 0 have offended
| in bis Office of the fain Wint, that
then he be punifhen and Julified ace
co2bing to the foam of the i Inden-
tuces,
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2 e <
N

* al ) ' Sm:. 18 £liz. 15.

\ Dereas - cevtain evil difpofey
Oolvimiths veceitfulipyvo make
and el Place ano ather Golo and Sils
ber (Caves to the great defrauding of
her Dajefiie anv her good Subjeas
f il FFo) Remedp whereof, WBe it Enacted
ﬁ by the Quchodiey of this prefent Pac-
i liament, That no Solofmith fromthe
T iwentieth dap of April nert coming
foall wok, leil, Erchange, 02 caule ta
be wpoughe, folv, o exchanged, any
Plate 02 ather Golvlmiths Elares of
ol lelsinfinenefs then that of Twen-
ty two Carrects, And that he ufe no
Sodder, Ammel, or other ftuffings
, whatfoever in any of their Works
o more than is necelfary for the finifh-
o ing of the fame, Snv that thep take
e not abebe the vate of Tivelve pence fo2
1§ the Dunce of Solocbelives the fafhion)
& moe then the buper may 02 Mall be
i1 alfowed fop the fame at the Dueng Er.
. thaiiye 0 Wint, upon pain to foreic
,',|:4 the balue of the thing (o fold 02 exchan,
! I ged: dno that fom the fain ’_@n;en;
it Rt .
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tieth vap of April, no Gotofinith MHall
make, tell 0 exchange in anp place
within this Realm,anp Plate 0 Holos
tmuthe TWares of Siiver, efg n fine:
nelg then that of Eleven Ounces two
. penny weight, nop take atobe the tate
of Twelve pence for every pound
weight of Plate or Wares of Silver,
(betines the fafion ) more then the
- buyer {hall or may be allowed for the.
- fame at the Queens Exchange or Mint,
320 put 1o faie, crchange 02 fell anp
Plate 02 Ooloimiths Tok of Dil+
ver befoge be Haih (et his own Mark
ta fo much theceof as conveniently
map bear the fame, tpon pain ta foy-
feit the baiue of the thing (o {olb 02
exchaugen: Gnvifany Sololmith MHall
make any Solomiths (Wozk 0 Plate,
and the fame afcer the fain Tentieth
pay of April, fhall be touchen, macked
anv affowen oy wod by the édacbens
0} {Paiters of that Wyftery, Anvifin
the fame thee fhall be founn anp
fallhoov 02 veceit, then the (Warvens
and Copaation of that MWylerp for
the time being, Mall foxeit and pap
the baltie of the thing (o exchangen
0
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02 foin, Ehe one Bapety of all which
JFoxfeitures hall be to the ule of the
Quang Majeftic ; and the other Boy-
etp te the ule of fuch pacty gricven
and fuftaining iofg thecbp as will fue
oy the fame n any Court of Recopd,
by Qetion, WBill, IPlaint, Intoymation,
02 otherivile; wherein no Clopne,
Proteation, 0 (Uaper of Latn hall be
aomitcen fop the Oefendant.

From which Statutes it is to be ob-
ferved , That no manner of Silver
Work whatfoever made, {old or ex- -
changed in any place within this
Realm, is to be worle than the afore-
{aid Standard or Sterling allay.

And for the better obferving thefe
Rules, the perfons ufing that Myftery
in and about the City of Zoxdo» have
been and are Incorporated by the
Name of the Wardens and Company
of the Myftery of Goldlmiths of the
City of Zondon, and all that exercife

that Myftery in the faid City and Li- -

berties thereof , ought to be of that
Company 5 though many there are of
that




and Silver {llates,

 that Myftery who (through miftake or
. delign) are Free of other Companies,
. which yet hinders not but that they
. are to all intents and purpofesin re-
- {pe@ of their Works, as much under
the power of the faid Company, as
their own proper Membersare; The
Wardens thereof (I mean the Com-
pany of Gold(miths) are by the firft
recited Statute and their Charter, Au-
thorifed to fearch amongft all the
Gold{miths, and all others Trading in
Gold and Silver Work in any place
within this Realm, And to al'l}ary their
Gold and Silver Work, and to break
and deface all they do find of worfe
allay than is appointed by the afore
recited Statutes; And to finethe Of-
fenders to the value of the Offence :
Which large and copious Authority
is known to have been put in practice :
And for the Readers further know-
Jedge ofall the Power and Authority
to them given, I refer him to the In-
‘rolment of thePatent now remaining
of Record in the Chappel of the Rolls,
a true Copy of which faithfully ren-
dred into Englifh, ishereunto annei‘;fd&
n
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For the more eafic difcovering the -
Workersand Sellers of unlawful Gold
or Silver Work, the Statutes afore-
faid do appoint , That every Mafter”
Worker 1in Goldfmiths Work with:
in this Realm, (hall have his proper
Mark, and the {ame Marks fhall fet on
their Works, before it be fet tofale.

And that all fuch Workers Marks
(in the City of Zondon and Three miles |
compalfs of the fame) to be known to
thofe afligned by the King to Survey
their Work and Allay, that is, the
Wardens of the Goldimiths, And all
other Workers Marks in the f{everal |
places where Touches be ordained, to
be known to thole appointed there to
Survey their work and allay, upon
the fame penalty as is appointed for
working or {elling courle Silver-work,
(that is) to forfeit the value of the Sil-
ver work not marked with the Wor-
ker’s Mark, or marked witha Mark not
{fo made known , although the Silver be

of the finenefs of Sterling.

And by reafon chat under the gene- 1
' ral
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ral term (of any Goldfmith's J¥ork)men-
tion'd in the Stat. of 18 £/z. 15, is
comprehended. all Wier-work’ and
Lace of Gold and Silver; which can-
not be marked with the workers Marks
(to anfwer the mtent of the Law,)
. therefore our Law-Makers have put
- inthis Proviloin the {aid Stat. 18 £/iz;
15. (viz.) to (et the warkers Mark to
. {o much of his Workas will conveniz
. ently bear the fame; but for all other
Goldimiths work, it will bear the
Workers Mark with asmuch eonveni:
ency as with reafon can be defired.

And for all Silver Work that is of
the molt Eminent account (of which
are all forts compreliended under the
Names of Zeffels and Harnefs that are
made in and about the City of Zondon,
and within three miles of the fame)
thele are not to be left unto or recei-
ved upon the Credit and Reputation
of the Maker thereof, by having only
his Mark thereto s But the Creditand
Reputation of the Company by their
{ecting their Mirks to the fame, who
are furely the moft likely to continue
C and
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and moft able to make fatisfaction fin =
cafe of defect, as is appointed by the
{2id Statutes, when the Worker and
Seller may be dead, or by feveral ways
difabled to make recompence to the
parties wronged.

The Company of Goldfmiths con-
fidering that their Wardens are by
their Charter and the Statutes afore-
faid, appointed to Survey, Aflay and
Mark the Silver-work, and that thefe
Officers are yearly chofen according
to their Ulage out of their Members'
of the Affiftants, in coutfe as they re-
ceived their Admittance into thofe
Places ; And that fuch Choice fome-
times falls upon them that are either
of other Trades, or not Skill’d inthat.
Curious Art of making Affays of Gold
and Silver, and confequently unable =
to make a true Report of the Good-
nefs thereof, or elfe the neceflary:At-
tendance therein being too great a
Burden for the Wardens ; Therefore

they haveappointed an Affay-Maftes,

called by them their Deputy-Warden, |
allowing him a confiderable Yearly
Sallary, '8




and Silver Cllates:

Sallary, and who takes an Oath to
this effect, (viz.) to perform that Of-
fice Faithfully according to the belt
of his Skill, that is,to make true aflay
of all Gold and Silver brought to their
Office for that purpole, ané1 elfewhere
as the Wardens and Company fhall ap-
. point, and give a true Report of the
goodnefs or badnefs of the fame.

They have allo caufed to be made
(according to the aforefaid Statutes
and their Charter) Punchions of Steel,
and marks at the end of them, both
great and fmall of thef€ feveral forts
tollowing, (that is) the Zeopard s Head
Crowned, the Lyonand a Letter, (atrue
Emblem of which Marks are expref-
fed in the Copper Cut following)
which Letter is changed Alphabeti-
cally every Year , the reafon of change-
ing thereof is, (as I conceive) for that
by the afore recited Statutes it 1s Pro-
vided, That if any Silver Work that
is worle than Sterling be marked with
the Companies Marks, the Wardens
and Corporation for the time being
{hall make recompence to the party

B gricved,
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orieved ; {o that if any fuch default

thould happen, they can tell by the

Letter on the Work in what Year it
was Affayed and marked, and thereby
know which of their own Officers *
deceived them, and from them obtain

" over, arecompence. Thefe Marks are

every Year made New for the ufe of
the New Wardens ; and althoughthe
Affaying isreferr’d to the Aflay-Ma-
fter, yet'the Touch-Wardens looks to

the Striking the Marks.

They have al'o made in a part of
their Hall,a place called by them their
Alfay-Office 5 as is before mentioned,
wherein isa Sworn Weigher,his Duty
1s to weigh all Silver Work into the
Office, and enter the fame intoa Book
for that purpofe 5 And alfo to weigh
it out again to the Owner, (only four
Grains out of every Twelve Ounces
‘that is marked, is accerding to their
Antient Cuftome to be detained and |
kept for a re-aflaying once in every
Year all theSilver Works they have
pafled for good the year foregoing,

In
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In this Office is likewife kept for
Publique View a Tabie or Tables ar-
tificially made in Columns (that is to
fay ) on¢ Column of hardened Lead,
another of Parchment or Velom, and
feveral of the fame forts ; In the Lead
Columns are ftruck or entred the
Workers Marks, (which are generaily
the two firft Letters of their Chriftian
and Strnames) and right againft chem
in the Parchment or Velom Columns
are writ and entred the Owners
Names ; This isthat which is meant
in the before recited Statutes, by the
Expreflion of making the 7Workers Mark
known tathe Surveyers, or A ardens of
the Craft : Which faid Wardens Duty
isto fee that the Marks be plain, and
of a fit Size, and not one like another,
And to require the thus Entring the
faid Marks, Andalfo the fetting them
clear and vifible on all Gold and Silver-
work, not only on every Work, but
alfo on every part thereof that is
wrought apart, and afterwards Sod-
dered or made faft theretoin fini(hing

the fame.
C3 Tle
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The reafon for fetting the Worker’s
Mark o# every part of the H#ork, is to
take away all colour of excufe from
the maker of falle work, who might
otherwife craftily pretend that the
part marked by him was good Silver
or Gold, and (the unmarked part be-*
ing bad) that the bad was added by
fome body elfe fince the Plate went
out of his hand.

Every Worker aforefaid is not only
obliged to enter his Mark on the Table
aforefaid, But according to the Com-
panies By-Law for that purpofe, is at
the {ame time to enter in a Book (kept
for that purpole in the #flzy-Office) the
place of his habitation ; and if he re-
move toany other place, thento en-
ter the fame alfo in the Book afore-
faid, fothat their habitations may be
always known to the Wardensof the
Craft. '

The Reafon is, for that if at any time
any Gold or Silver Wares be found to
be of worle Allay then they (hould be, -
the Worker (by {ﬁ,s Mark fet thereon)

| although
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although he may not be knowa to the
party grieved, yet by application to
the Company,and by their comparing
the Mark on the Work, to the Marks
on their Table, may thereby be pre-
{ently dilcovered.

Every Worker dwelling in the City
of Zomdon,and Three miles compals of
the fame City, and alfothole inother

laces whofe Marks are not fo made
nown, according to the aforefaid
Statutes , fuch Marks are deemed no

" Marks, and the making and fclling
- Gold or Silver work whereon fuch
. fraudulent Marks are fet, is as punih-
able as the working and felling Gold
or Silver work that 1s worle than Stan-

dard as aforefaid.

' And ifthe Companies Marks,or the
Workers. Marks that are made known
to the Surveyers or Wardens as afore-
faid, fhould be counterfeited on any
Gold or Silver work, by any ways or
means whatfoever, the Counterfeiter
thereof 1s punifhable for every {uch
_offence, by Indiétment, and Fineto the
Ca King,
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King, and fometimes (as the Offence =
may be circumftantiated) by the Pil- {“
lory ; after which the Company or
Party whofe Marks are Counterfeited,
may bring their Action againft the
Offender, and recover the damage
{uftained. _ »

Our Law-Makers (as I conceive) did ©
think the thus fetting the Marks on |
the VVork, to be the fecureftway to
prevent Fraud in this kind ; for if it
would not deter from the working
and felling Courfe Silver and Gold
Wares, yetwould it be a {ure wayto |
find out the Offenders, and to have
the injured righted : But if the Marks
might be omitted,and the work (hould
pais butinto a third Owner’s hands,
for the moft part it would be impoffi-
ble to difcern one man’s VVork from
another, by reafon that divers workers
make all forts of VVork in fhape fo
neer alike. - | i




and Silver (Wares.

7t is queried by fome , Whether the
" omitting to mark Silver WVork
that is Sterling, be punifhable by
Law, it being no pofitive deceit ¢

To which I anfwer.

That where a Statute commands a
thing to be done, if the fame be omit-
ted, it is a contempt of that Law,
- and punifhable ; elpecially in this cafe
where it may be confidered, That al-
though it be nota direét deceit,yet to
omit the marking good Silver work,
“is of ill example, and opens a door to
deceit: for the permitting a worker
to omit the fetting his Mark or the
Companies Marks on his good work,
is to encourage - him at another time
to work Courfe Gold or Silver, f{ince
by fuch omiffion theMakerand Seller
thereof will thereby remain undifco-
vered, and {o avoid making fatisfacti-
on for his deceipt.

For the Difcovery of falfe Gold and
Silver from that.which is good, and
to know the true valv2whereof, the
manner
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manner is this : The Affay-Mafter puts
a {fmall quantity of the Silver upon
tryal in ?he fire, and then taking the
fame out again, he with his exact
Scales that will turn with the weight
of the hundredth part of a Grain,com-
putes and reports the goodnels or the
badnefs of the Gold or Silver. '

In this Office are kept the Tools to
ftrike the Companies Marks, which |
ought to be done clear and vifible on
fuch Work that is Standard; and
what is worfe ought to be broken and
defaced, whereby Thoufands of Oun-
ces of defective Silver yearly receives
execution: whence it may be inferred, |
That 1f fo many pieces of Plate and
Silver Work (that are brought to re-
ceive the Companies Marks) be bro-

kenand defaced, which were not fu-
{pected by the Owanzr, then furely the

Silver VVork never defigned to be
brought to be Aflayed and Marked,
much more deferves to be {o ferved.

The faid Company hath now ap-

pointed or” Three dayes in every

Week
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Week, (to wit) Zuefdayes, Thurfdayes,
and Saturdayes, (formerly every work-
ing day) to aflay and mark the Silver
‘Work ; And all perfons workers in
Gold and Silver Worksin the City of
London, and Three miles of the {ame
City, are now (as by Law they ought
‘tobe) allowed to receive the Compa-
nies Marks on their Work ; and in
cafe of the Workers neglect therein,
the Wardens are to inforce the {ame
by going often on their Search. and
. break and deface all Gold and Silver
Works finifl’d and expofed to fale
(among all Workers or Traders there-
in) that are not marked according to
Law: Or at leaftwile where the Sil-
ver is Sterling, to Fine the Offender
for fuch his unlawful neglect.

In the afore recited Stzatute of the
28 Fd. 1. Cap.20. it is Enadted, That
f1o0 manner of {Jeffel of Silver depatt
- put of the hands of the Tl odkers, it
til it he Affapen by the {Warnens of
the Ceaft; And furthet, That it be
marked mith the Leopards-ipead. And
in the afore recited Statute of the

2d,

&
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2d. of Henry the 6th, Chap. 14. it is
Enacted, That no Oofdlinith nop Jetw-
eifery noy anp other that woyketrh Hac-
nels of Silver, Mall et anp of the
fome to (ale within the Citp of Lon-
don, befoze that it be Touchen with
the Couch, and alfo with the Wark 02
Dign of the (okman of the fame,

For the underftanding of which; it

is to be known, That all manner of
Silver Work made to hold any liquid
or other matter, is to be comprehend-
ed under and called by the general
name of Veflels, although in the parti-
culars, they are called by feveral other
names ; As the Coyn of this Kingdom
15 called by the general term of Mo-
ney . butin the particular parts there-
of are called by feveral other names,
as, Pence, Shillings, &c.

Under the title or term of Harneff,
(in the faid Statute) is included all
kind of Furniture fordefence of Man
and Horfes againft the Enemy, as
Swords, Buckles for Belts,Girdles, and
{uch like ; and alfo all other _manne? |
of &
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‘of wearing Inftruments for Warr,
' which term of Harnefs, (inthe fame
fignification as we take it, by the Opi-
~mion of the beft Expofitors) 1s men-
| tioned 2 Chron.g. 24. Ter. 46.4. £x0d,
13,18,

' And that Hilts for Swords are com-
prehended under the term of Harzefs,
as well as Buckles for Belts or Girdles,

“which may be collected by the Statutes
s Hen. 4.13. 3 £d. 4. 4. 1 Rich.3.12.
And 5 Z£liz.7. thole Buckles are there
called Harnefs, they being a material
part of Girdles or Belts, and neceflary
to compleat the fame for Martial Acti-
ons whereunto they are properly de-
figned. AndaGirdleor Belt being of
no ufe to that end without a Sword
to be worn in the fame, and the Hilt
being the chief defenfive part of that
Weapon, the fame muft confequently

‘be included under the term of Har-
nefs.

Which granted, it muft be con-
cluded, That all Hilts of Silver, and
Buckles of Silver for Girdles or Belts,

- &c. {being comprehended under the

teran
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term of Harnefs) are by the recited
Statute of 2. Hen. 6. Cap. 14. to be
touchen with the Tatich, (thatis) Al
fay'd and Marked by the Wardens o
the Gold{miths. V1

Note, Their {o doing wasantiently
called the Zouch . and the Wardens
thatareto make the Affays and mark
the Silver, are now called the Zowch-
HWardens.

By all which ’tis manifeft; That all
Silver Hilts for Swords, and Silver
Buckles for Girdles or Belts, are not
only tobe of the finenefls of Sterling,
but alfo Aflay’'d and Marked by the
Wardens of the Goldfiniths before
they be expofed to fale, upon pain of
forteiting double the value thereof.

From which Iinfer, (thatthe afore
vecited Statutes pofitively appointing
all Veflels and Harnefs of Silverto be
marked with the Companies Marks)
The Wardens would have done well,
if (as touching Veflels and Harnefs)
they had omitted thefe Ambiguous
words in their late Precept ( hereafter
- inferted)
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inferted) (viz.)if the fafp {Uoks will
' copbenienclp bear the fame; Whenin
truth all the faid Works can and muft
bear the fame.

Therefore I conclude, That if the
‘Wardens of the Goldimiths fhall be
remifs in compelling all Workers of
Vellels, and all Workers of Hilts for
Swords, Buckles, and other Harnels of
Silver in the City of Zo#don, and three
' miles oft the fame, to bring the fame
Works to receive their Marks as afore-
faid, it will be great Imprudence in
themto lay themlfelves by fuch neg-
leéts open to the Law, when (o {mall
induftry will prevent it.

In the Statute of the 2d. of Henry
the 6th, Chap. 14. itis Enacted, That
Sodder fhall be allowed for the making
up all Silver Wares(to wit) famtich ag
ig necefary o2 moyking the fame. For
the Explaining this word (Jeceliary,)
{ee the Statute of 18 £liz. 15. there-
by the fame quantity of Sodder isap-
pointed again & further Enacted, That
ng Sitvee CChozk Mall be woale in ﬁulg-

: newe
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nelg then that of Cieven Dunceg two =
peuny tueight ; This is to be under-
ftood of all the parts thereof, befides
the Sodder for mhen all theWork 1S |
melted mgether, (that is) the foddered

places with the reft, it will be worfe *
then that Allay, by fo much as the |
Sodder is worfe than Standaid s . there-
fore the fame Statutes though darkly, =
yet by a neceffary Implication, limits |
the quantify of Sodder that fhall be '
allowed for all Wares to a penny-
worth in the Ounce, or 2 four penny *
weight in the Pound, by this Claufe, &
10 take abobe the rate of tmzihe ence ‘
fo2 ebery pound werght (tl mt:s, one
pennyworth in every ounce) ofjdlate

moze then the buper fHhall o2 map be
alfofwed 0} the fameat the mnecnﬁ *
Crehange 0 Wint. (Thatis)

If any Silver Work being melted,
(with the Sodder thereof togcther)---_
and it be more than the value of one
pennyworth in the Ounce, or four
penny weight in the PoundTroy worle
than Sterling, it is not to be allowed.

A nd .':::'
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And therefore if fuch have only
the Makers mark thercon, the maker
incurs the penalty of paying the value
of the whole work ; and if the fame be
allowed and marked by the Company,

they are to make fatisfaction to the
party grieved..

In the Statutes afore recited, the
term, Goldfmith, is frequently ufed, for
the underftanding whereof it isto be
known, that the working of Gold or
Silver either by a private workman, or
by the Mafter Shop-keeper, or his
delivering out Gold or Silver to his
Servants, or Workmen tobe wroughe
“into any fort of Work or Ware, either
by Melsing, Filing or Hammering, or

every of them, is; or may (according
to antlent ulage, and the intent of the
afore recited Statutes) be deemed and
taken to be the TFrade of the Gold-
[miths.

And every Perfon having ferved
Seven Years Apprentifhip,orasan Ap-
prentice (toany Perfon that did before
and during the faid term follow the

D faid

33
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faid Trade as aforefaid ) i1s and may
properly be called a Goldfmith, and
fuch perfons and their Apprentices
(and none other) may lawfully follow

or exercife the fame ; Stat.'s £liz.chap.’

-

J » }
Every worker of Gold or Silver
wares, asaforefaid , 1s by the intent of
the Law a Goldfmith,which appears b
the faid Statute 18 £liz. 13. whicl}lr
principally aimed at the reforming the

abufe of making and felling deceitful

Gold and Silver work. For if the Ma-
kers of that Statute did not intend and

conclude all workers of Gold and Sil-

ver wares as aforefaid,to be Goldfmishs,

and all Workers andRetailersof deceit-
ful Gold and Silver wares to be there-
by punifhable, that Statute (which is
the laft made inthat cafe) would be
ineffectual,and the abufe it intended to

reform , would notwithftanding re-
maine.

-
A
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To conclude,if anyPerfon hath bought. ' »
or received (of any worker or feller of =
Silver work) any kind of Silver wares

fufpected to be deceisful, the fame |
| - deceipt

A
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dcceigt may be known without doing
prejudice to the work, by rubbing the
Plate in fome place leaft in fight, with
a File of indifterent finenefs, and if it
be worle then Starling it will appear
Yellowifh, orelfe file it a little, and rub
the Place filed on fa cleane Touch-
ftone, and clofe by it rub theedge ofa
_good Half-Crown-piece or {uch like
thick money,and the difference, if any,
will appear.
The reafon that I direét the fi«
ling the Work'1s this (ro wit) that
. the Artificial beiling of courle Silver
- work, will {o eator diffolve the Allay
that ison the furface or outfide there-
of, that unlefs it be filed as abovefaid,
it will Touch on the Touch-ftone 1%
pence or eight pence in the ounce bet-
ter thenit is. |
Note further, That to know a good
Touch-ftone, you muft obferve, That
the beft fort arevery black, and of a ¢ uch.
fine grain, polithed very fmooth, and foacs are
without any {pungy or grain-holes, f0Y
And near the hardnels of a Flint, but ros-mome-
yet with fuch a fharp cutting greet, ¢ 1 Fo-

[Rer-Lani,
D 2 that Londsn,

!
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that it will cut or wear the Silver or

Gold when rubbed thereon,

The way to make a true Touch on
the Touch-{tone, is thus, When your
'Touch-ftone is very clean, which 1f
foul or foily, it may be taken off, by
wetting it, and then rubbing it dry
with a clean Woollen Cloth ; or 1if
fill’'d with Touches of Gold or Silver,
&c. it may be taken off by rubbing the
Touch-ftone with a pumice-ftone in
water, and it will make it very clean
then (your Silver being filed as above-
faid) rub it fteadily and very hard on
the ftone, not {preading your Touch
above a quarter of an inch long, and
no broader than the thicknelfs of a
Five-fhilling-piece of Silver; And fo
continue rubbing it until the place of
the ftone whereon you rub, be like the
Metal it felf: And when every fort is
rubbed on, that you intend at that
time, wet all the touch’t places with
your Tongue, and it will fhew it felf in
its own countenance. -

If
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If it appear by thefe wayes to be
worfe than Standerd, you may carry
or fend it to the Gold{miths #fiy-Of-
fice atorefaid , and upon your delire,
the Officers there will make an aflay
‘of the fame, and give you a true re-
port of the value thereof in writing,
and return the Ware(and Silver raken
off for the Aflay) to you again,no more
defaced than what is done by the fcra-
ping of the Silver for the affay.

But if youare minded to keep the
matter more concealed, vou may ar.
tificially cut or fcrape between 18 or
24 grains from fome one part, or from
all the parts of the work (except the
foddered places) (for lefs in weighe
than between 18 and 24 grains is not
{ufficient for anaflay) Then'ina picce
of paper of about 6 inches leng, and
4 inches broad, At the one end write
down the Owners name, and the day
of the Month and Year ; and at the
other end put the cuttings or {crapings
of Silver in a fold, turning in the cor-
ners once, to prevent the {hedding the
Silver, and {o fold upallthe paper to
P 3 the
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the name fo written, on-the top as
aforefaid. The manner and form for
folding up the faid Paper, andof the -
Aflay-Mafter’s Entry of his report in
fuch Paper,is here prefented byaCop-
per Cut. ' G

Here p!;zn:" the Copper Cut.

Then carry or fend it to the Gold- =
{fmiths Affay-Office as aforefaid(which =
is now onthe South part of theirHall =
in Fofter-Lane, London) on any of the =
AfTay-days aforefaid, before the hour =
of ¢ in the morning, and leaveitwith =
the Alay-Mafter or his Servant, and |
at 4 ofthe Clock in the Afternoonthe =
fame day it will be done, and by call-
ing there for the Affay, by the namein
the Paper, it will be delivered, upon =
the payment of 2 4, which is the accu-
?Umﬁd Fee for the making of an Af-
fay. '

In which Paper the Affay Mafter

will
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will enter hisreport thereof in writing
mmanncr following, |

Ifit be Sterling or Standard, '
he will write § A5

- If it be a half- penny
| weight worle, he % IV orfe ob.
will write—-

If it he 1 penny we1ght} GHE 3 gw

he will write

and half worfe, he o #orfe j ob.

Ifit be a penny weight dwt.
wﬂl write, g

weight worle, he pZorfe ij
_will write,

If it beTwn penny g dwt.

Andfo proceeding higher,

If it be Ten penny dwt,
w:-:lght worfe, heg"; Vorfe ’B
- will write, .

D g It
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If it be Ten penny ’Il dwt,
i weight and a half
" warle, he will [ ™77° B o
"*-: WI‘itE, et o J
o dwt.
W If it be Eleven pen- y
&l ny weight worfe g“’mﬁ' ?-o/l '
he will write,~—:
il A it be Fleven dit.
| penny 'weight b,
5 e & a half worfe >W“ff‘m |
il hewill write, §
i 5‘? And {o proceeding higher.
|‘n i Ifitbean Ounce 5
#1 worfe he will gfﬂ’!ﬂ )
4y write, —-——

fi?' If it be an]fC)unce'} @

| and a half penny RN
weight worfe, he f%?ﬁ hs
will write,

J
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If ithbean Oun,) awt.
and 9 penny ¢
weight worfe bWa:ﬁ j 18 Note, That
he will write, J [dwt] fig-
nifies penny
weight,

Ifitbean
?unt:.[e] Sc @ i ﬁgﬂ;g)
9 pe Y },Wﬂ?ﬁ J % Ounce,

wt.worle
he will
write,— §

P

'And fo proceeding higheraccording
| as he finds the Silver courfer,and with
Numeral Letters {etting down what
| ’tis worfe then Starling or Standard.

And it muft be obferved , what- See more
ever weight he fets down, it is to be XiPles.
| accounted {fo much in every pound or of Silver,
| twelveOunces Troy,and comes to this and the va-
| effeé ( viz ) that for every twenty . 'E;“';‘fl
penny weight, or ounce Troy,that 'tis the Cata-
| reported worfe than Standard, you p8ue of
| muftaccount fix pence, and {o propor- cg}mfatg_
tionable for more or lefs ; for fo much the lacter
it will coft for every ounce of fuch &3 ™™
courfe Silver to make it of Starling
goodnefs, orto change for Starling.

\}’hen
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When you have fodone, and your
Silver belg found and reported worle
then Starling, you may make- your
complaint to the Mafter Warden of
the Goldfmiths, he will caule the of-
fender (livingin or about Zondon)to be
Summoned ‘to appear at the next
Court.of the {aid Company, and upon
evidence of the Fa&, the Wardens will
( being obliged thereto by Law ) pro-
cure you recompence, and punifh the

13 - offerder, they having promifed fo to
4 do in their late Precept hereafter in-

g {erted. s

i a Ifyou diflike that way of proceed-

b ing, you may go by way of Action of

} Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, at

% 8 the {uit of the party grieved, who may

q#fﬁ fue in any of the Courts of Record at.
i AWeftminfter, and thereby recover the

value of the whole deceitful or adul-

terated Wares, together with his

charges, according to the faid Statute
of 18 £liz.

) s s
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There are allo other ways of pro-
ceeding in thefe cafes, as the afore

mentioned Statutes do plainly dire&.
And
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~ And that the perfons agricved may
be the better incouraged to proceed

for their recompence,and to punifh the
offenders, Ihave hereinferted atrue

the fame rendred into Englifh, taken
out of the Original (now remaining of
Record in the Crows-Office) that was
preferred ( in Z7inity Term, in the 28
year of the Reign of King Charles the
Second &, ) beﬁnrc the Grand-Jury of
Enquelt ( attending the Kings-Bench
Court at Veftminfter ) againit a Per-
fon-offender in the premiiles ; which
Bill (being drawn up, and this way of

roceeding contrived by'the advice of
E:veral Counfel learned in the Law)
may ferve (with fomelittle variations,
as occafion may be) for a good pre-
fident in the like Cafes.

43

Coppy of an Indi¢tment in Latin, and
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Per Jud™ Trin’ xxviij.
Car’ Secundi Regis.

Midd' {I. JdE p Diia

_ ~ Rrege (uper
Sacem (uum prefen-
tant q0° A. B, nup te
patoch’ S¢e M. n
Com™ Pv Qurifabat
qui edticag fuit fn acte
Qucitaboam ac ptres
aAnnog ¢ ampliug jam
ult’ elaps candem at:
tem apudparech’ prey’
i Cony’ pedia’ erce:
cuit ac p totum dein
tempuis i m fuit {ibee
boino MWifteris Qurita-
oiCivitas’ London’
ac quamplutima dafa
@€ al’ res er arpento
confedt’ pretertu avtis
flie pedib’'m fecit ¢ fi-
eti caulavit acoivers
Hoels vigiOni Rigs
nunc thivem denmioit
¢ denvitiont erpaluit

Q Taotreh fone for Dol |

Midd’ {I. " He Jury
for our
Soveraign Lord the
King upon their Oath
do prelent, That +.5.
late of the Parifh of
St.Martinin theFields
in the County afore-
faid, Gold(mith, who
was brought upin the
Trade of a Goldfinith,
And for three years
and more now laft
paft hath exercifed the-
{ame Trade within the
Parifh aforefaid in the
County aforefaid,And
for all that time there,
was a Freeman of the
My {tery of Gold{miths
of the City of Zondon,
And there by colour
of his faid Trade made
and caufed to be made

Qe




Et g0’ ident A.B. bene
fcicns g’ cinnta dala
@ al' tes er argento
gonlect ¢ p homines
apfiteriy Aucifaboyum
Civitaf London’ Dene
ditionf expoif et cxpo-
nend infra Civitag pd
& alibi bdchent fieci
unoequag [ Anglice
‘wholly] de bona ¢ be:
‘ to druento concobail
Ci Stanvard’ Sancti
Digtf Domini Renis et
aut  benvitionem eo-
tunbem debeant aflai-
i [Anglice be aflay-

marked] cum Ynfigit
[Anglicé the mark ]
G.‘apltiﬁ Pardf [ An-
nlice vot the Leopards
Head]per Cuffod V-
fteriy Quritaboii Ci»
pitat London’ Quit?
Cufted Infigd (i ab
fignand dala ¢ af tes
e duro ¢ Qrgento

- nd Silver (Waces,

ed] & ﬁgnau [Anglicé
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very many Veflels and
other things of Silver,
and there {old and ex-
poled to fale todivers
liegePeople of our {aid
Soveraign Lord the
King that now is;And
that the faid .7.3. well
knowing that all Vel-
{fels and other things
made of Silver, and
expofed and fet wiale
by men of the Myftery
%/Guld{'mlth:-. of the
City of ZLondon within
thc City aforefaidand
cliewhere, ought to
be madc mhniiy of
good and trueSilver a-
greeing with the Stan-
dard of the Exche-
quer of our faid Sove-
raign Lord the King ;
And ought before the
fale thereof to be af-
fayed and marked by
the Wardens of tht:
Myftery of Gold{miths
Zon-
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Concodait cam S tan:
pard pediatd confect
ante coinoem venbis
conein {enittune ce
Ditur  Idcm tamien
A. B. rrifieng perfona

mafe ¢ fnpenelie vilz

pofitionis ac machl,
nang nequit & fattbti-
et fntendens lincos
@ [ubpiE oici Ooming
Ren's nunc falfoitii-
cite Deceptive cailine
¢ fitbuole decipere @
nefraunare @ teges hut:
jus Repii Anpl {ub-
perteee viceimo -
mo di¢ Januacij quno
Regni Donini notl
Caroli &ectundi Dei
Duatfa Jual’ Dot
Feant ¢ HDiberit B-.
nig Fivei Sefinlolg
¢c.  {Jicefimaleptino
apun Pavoch’ See M.
in Com pred feraging
fibut cinoutat [ Qs
ptice o1t bocaf draw

Q4 TonchsFone fo2 @nln '

of Gold and Silver

i
1 !
d
i
l!
b

of the City of bmdo.ﬂ
with the mark of thsj
Zeopards Head; which'
Wardens are lawf ully |
entrufted . with the
Mark to mark Veﬂ'els"
and other things made

1gree1ng with the
Standard aforefaid be--
h:re the fale thereof:
Neverthelefs the faid
AB. being a perfon of
an evil and dzﬂmneﬂ”
difpofition, and E‘.’luf
dev tfn and fra udu-l,
lently mtendmcr the
Liege People and Suhs
jeéts of our laid Sove-
raign Lord the ng"‘%_
that now is, falfly, un-"
lawfully, dece ufui y;
craftily and {ubtilly ¢
clu:eurﬁ and defraud,
and to  fubvert thu i
Laws of thisKingdom
of £ngland,On thﬂ :::ufu'.f.".rJ

and twentieth day off
Girdle




Girdle Buckles] ¢ ccto
fiout aiceat coif
Shooe Buckles e iim-
pute @ viliogi dregento
quam debet effe be at-
peng e concoyoan
cium Standatd poico
pivelt otonecim De-
nat in qualibet Ancia
ihoe dilioum quam
degent cum flanvard
paedicts concobaf fal-

fo frauouient & feient.

confect ¢ fabricabit
qc illa fic confect ¢
fabpicat ante aliquam
Qffatatonemfeu figna-
coren eoundem pec
Cufod Vifterf; Auri-
fabiumn ivitat Lon-
don’ pred fett copum
alteritig poftea (ctifcet
bfo bicelitmopimo die
Fanuarty dnno tepni
Bidi Domini Regis
nunc dicefimolestimo
fupzaticde apud Pa
voch)’ fangs M.in Com

auh Sflver Wlates.
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fanmwary, 'in the Se-
ven and twentieth
year of the Reign of
our Soveraign Lord
Charles the Second, by
the Grace of God
of England; Scotland,
France and Jreland
King, Defender of the
Faith,¢e. at the Parifh
of St. Martin in the
Fields in the County
aforefaid, fallely, frau-
dulently, and know-
ingly,did make and fa-
{hion Threefcore draw
Girdle Buckles, and
eight Shooe Buckles
of impure and bafer
Silver than it ought
to be, not agreeing
with the Silver of the
Scandard = aforefaid,
that is tofay,Eighteen
pence in every Ounce
thereof worfer than
the Silver agreeing
with the Standard a-
202
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pedict ut.tes ex. Q-
wento Unbeguas con-
tect be bono & vero
drgento concovadl cii
Stauvard pedico fal-
fo illicite Deccptive ¢
fraunuient veuditioni
erpoitift ac divcrs (i-
peig dici Comint Re-
gig nunc Jut p2edidis
innof adtunc ¢ bivem
benviConi erpofit @
bendidit (n contempt
pigi Domini Repis
nuuc legumas fuacum
do grabe pampnam ¢
manifeftam vecepto-
nem ligeoatim pedicE
qui_ bujtiimont fibulas
cinguiifat & fibul Cal-
ceat gimet Jnmalum
Eremplum  omnium
aliopnm tn conhil’ cafne
velitlquest ac contea
pacem vef Oiii Regis
nunc Copofi & Dipii-
taf (uas .

q Teuch-Fone 02 Sold

forefaid; And thole
things fo made and
fathioned before any
aflay or mark of the
fame by the Wardens
of theMyftery of Gold-
{miths of the City of
ZLondon aforefaid , or
either of them, After-
wards, that is to fay,
on the fame One and
twentieth day of fa-
nuary, in the aforefaid
Seven and twentieth
year of the Raign of
our [aid Soveraign the
King that now 1s, at
the Parith of St. Afar-
¢iz in the Fields in the
County aforefaid, ss.
things made wholly
of good and true Sil-
ver agreeing with the
Standard aforelaid ,
falfely, unlawfully ,
dcceitf?ully, and frau-
dulently expofed to
fale ; And then and
there,




and Silber (Wares, .
thiere expofed to fale and fold to divers
Liege People of our faid Soveraigm
Lord the King that now is, unknown
to the Jury aforefaid, In contempt of
our faid Soveraign Lord the King that
now is, and of his Laws, To the great -
damage and manifeft deceit of the faid
Liege People who bought the faid
draw-Girdles-Buckles , and Shooe-
- Buckles, to the evil Example of all
others offending in the like cafe,

ainft the Peace of. our faid Sove-
raign Lord the King that now is, his
Crown and Dignity.

And fince thefe Directions are (o
plain; “tis pity buc he fhould be cheat-
ed that will not ufe them for preven-
tion, or toget recompence when de-
"~ ceived.

And my further Adviceis, That
every perion be careful to buy no Sil-
ver Work but what is marked as the
Laws require ; and if that proves
naught, recompence is eafily had, ei-
ther of the Company (if marked with
their Marks, which (by reafonof the
v | care




-honeft,and his Mark upon every part
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care taken therein) are not fet on Sil-
ver, worle than Standard, inthecom-
pals of my ExEcrience,) or the Maker
or Seller by his Mark will be eafily
found out whereby to obtain recoms-.
pence of him. |

And in cafe of hafte, where the
Buyer cannot ftay for the Companies
Marks, I advife himto take care that
he know the Workman to be able and

of the Work that is wrought afunder,

and afterwards foddered together as
aforefaid.

It is queried by [ome, Whether it be
Lawful for a Goldfmith to work
Gold or Silvery that is werfe than |
Standard, if it be brought by theper-
fon, that is to receive if again, when
wrought up into Wares s or to work
it when ’tis befpoke [o to be, by the
perfon that will recesve it when fo
made np ?

To
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'To which Lanfwer by way of Caus
tion and Advice,

That it is pofitively againft the
- the Laws afore recited to work Silver
- or Gold, that is worle than Standard,
. into any fort of Work under any pre-
. tence or colour whutfoever s and all .
fuch Wares be utterly unlawful; al-
though the Worker do receive courfe
Silver to work for another, or receive
but the juft value thereof; yetifit be
fold or bartered to others, and happen
' to be queftiongd, boch the Maker and
Seller will be liable;and may be puniflr
ed astheLaws appotnt. Ak

The beft Excufe thar can be made in
thefe cafes is, That {uch courfe Work
is for the bringers or befpeakers own
wearing : Ifthat be true, the danger is
the lefs, becaufe the Worker lyesopen
only toone ; But his Wildome would
be the greater, nat to lay himfelf open
‘toany.

Upon what is here declared, It is
: E 2 hoped
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hoped no perfon will fuffer themfelves
to be deluded with the pretences, of
the Seller of unmarked and fufpected
Silver Work, (2z.)

That the Work will not bear. the
Marks as before 1s mentioned 5 for *tis
manifeft and well known by great ex-
perience, Thatall Silver Works com-
prehended under the name of Zeffels,
and under the name of Haraefs, (Hilts
for Swords and Buckles being inclu-
ded under that denomination) will
bear the Marks appointed with as
much conveniency as need to be defi-
red,for the Vellels are generally mark-
ed with the bigger Marks aforefaid
without exception; and for Silver
Hilts and Buckles, (wherein the diffi-
culty is fuppofed to lie) they have
{mal[Marks made on purpofe for them,
and the Work being firft marked by
the Worker with marks of Ink thus
(0) onevery place where the Work-
man thinks 1t moft convenient to bear
the Companies Marks; And the hol-
low Work being filled with Lead,
(which is afterwards to be melted out

again)
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again) the Wardens will,or may, fome
on the Anvil, and fome on other Lead
which is put into ‘a Vice for that pur-
pofe, ftrike their Marks on thofe pla-
ces, both of wrought and plain Work,
without defacing or hurting  the
fame., |

- Nor need any perfon be deluded by
pretence that the Workmen have not
time to get it marked at Goldfmiths
Hall, when if the Work be carried to
the Office on any of the Affay dayes
aforefaid, before the hour of Nin¢ in
the Morning, they may (if it be good
Silver) have it out ready marked at 4.
of the Clock in the Afternoon the
fame day.

~ Or by pretence that the Work will
be fo abufed by the firiking thercon
the Companies Marks, that it.cannot
be finithed Workman-like ; which in-
deed is one principal Excufe for not
bringing their Work to receive the
Companies Marks..

Meither let the fuppofitionthat the
E 3 Servants
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Servants of the Company's Officers
will abufe the Bringer or Owner of
the Work either in word or demea-
nour (though fome have heretofore
been too rude and malipert) deter any
from bringing their Works for the
Company’s Marks, for certainitis,
the Wardens will not allow but fe-
verely reprehend their Officers’and
Servants that fhall abufe any perfon or

Work whatfoever. .

And if the Wardens refufe to fet
their Marks, or not fet them as they
ought ; or if they (or their Officers or
Servants) fhall do any damage to the
Work by ftriking the marks,an Action
well lyes againft them ; and they are
befides by Law otherwife punifhable
and compellable to ftrike their Marks
as Workman-like on the Work , as
the Maker ftrikes his own mark there-
on.
'Nor let the Buyer fuffer himfelf to
be deluded at any timeupon pretence
that Standard Gold or Silver 1s too
foft, and not {o ferviceable as that
which is courfer : For that pretence s
vain,,
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vain, and 'tis well known by great ex-
perience , That both Gold and Sil-
- ver of the Standard goodnefs well
. wrought, into any forts of Wares, is
in every refpe& better and more fer-
- viceable than a courler allay, which
- moft times by reafon of the adultera-
tion, is found in the wearing not onely
~ of abrafly complexion, but very brit-
tle and rotten. '

Neither let the pretence of the Sel-
ler of adulterated Wares delude yor,
(viz.) That he abates as much in the
fathion as the Silver is allayd worfe
than Standard ; when ’tis well known,
that moft times for every 6 d.he abates
in the fafhion of fuch courfe Silver
Work, he gains 1 5. 64, or 2 5. or more
by the allay in {uch Work.

Or by his promife, That he will at
-any time allow five fhullings the Ounce
for the filver again, though it be bro-
ken topieces: For by experience it is
evident, That very few Silver Wares
come again to be fold to the fame
hand, many being either kept to poft e-

| E 4 ritys
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rity , or transferred by gift; and if

neceflity inducea fale, it 1s moft com-

monly in fome place remote from the

place whereit was bought, and then
they muft take what they can get for

it ; which (if unmarked Wares) will

not be more than tis worth.

I have made but little mention af 3

GoldWares,and of the provifion made,

to prevent deceit therein, becaufe |

Gold Wares are much lels common

than Silver Wares, I fhall therefore |
only propofe, That by the fame ways |

and method, by which you make dif-
covery of the goodnefs or badnefs of
Silver, you may alfo make difcove

of the goodnels or badnels of Gold,

and recoyer recompence if wronged,

and punith the Offenders ; only with

this difference, (viz. ) That as the
whiteft Silver 1s the beft, fo the Gold
of the deepeft yellow is the beft ; and

the more the Gold inclining to a red
or a pale yellow , ’tis {o much the 4

courfer.

|

A;}d as the Affay-Mafter in his re- I

ports
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ports of the goodnefs of Silver fets it
down by half-penny weights, and
_penny weights, and Ounces Troy, fo
1nhis report-of a Gold affay he fets it

down by Carraéts and Carraé-grains,
and half-grains,

For the underftanding of which
you are to know, That five of the
Troy grains makes a Carret-grain,
and four of fuch Carre¢t-grains makes
one Carrect, and twenty and four of
fuch Carrects, makes one OQunce Troy.

So that if Standard Gold be worth
four pound the Ounce, forevery car-
rect he dets down ’tis worfe,you muft
account that in the OunceTroy ’tis
worfe by {o many times 35.84. And
for every grain he fets down *tis worle,
you muft account it worfe by fo ma-
ny times 11 4. in the Ounce Troy. And
for every demy or half grain, §4.05.
for fo much it will coft to make it of
Standard goodnefs, or to change it for

Standard.

The manner of the Paper for a Gold
' aflay,
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affay, and the Affay-Mafters report
thereof is alfo e?reffed in the Cop- |
per Cutt aforefaid. &

And further you are to know, That
twenty and two of the aforefaid Car-
rects of the fineft Gold, and two Car-
reéts of fine Copper and Silver equal -
parts, makes an Ounce of Gold of the,
allay, appointed (by the Stat. of 18 of
£liz, 15. afore cited) to be the Stan.
dard for all Gold Wares, (worfe
than which allay no Wares areto be
made, upon the penalty therein men-
tioned.) |

And that 12 grains Troy is enmr:gh
for making an affay of Gold.

But if any fhall be dif-fatisfyed with
the aflayings and reports of the Affay-
Mafter of Goldfmiths Hall, may have
aflayes made by His Majeftie’s fworn
Aflay-Mafter of his Mint in the Zower |
of Zondon. | |

Concerning Silver Work, made re-
mote from Zowdsn, 1 fhall only infert,
~ that
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that it 1stobe obferved, That by the
firft recited Statute,all the Goldimiths
in Lngland, were appointed to bring
all their Silver Work (comprehended
under the name of Veflels) to Zendon,
to bethere aflayed and marked with
the Zeopards Head ; but the compel-
ling thereof, under fuch great penal-
ties as are therein mentioned, were
found to be a grievance: Therefore
by thie Statute of 2 He#. 6. 14. for the
better conveniency of the Goldfmiths
remote from ZLordon, Seven places are
appointed wherein fuch Work fhall
be aflayed and marked, (wiz.)

Zork, Newcaftie #}rﬂﬂ Tine, Lincoln

Norwich, Briffow, Salisbury , and Co-
ventry.

And asthe Wardens of the Gold-
{miths, Zondon, are to aflay and mark
the Silver Work that is made in and
about London, and three miles of the
fame, or to procure an Artift to do the
fame, (for which they muft anfwer)

{o, in every one of the aforelaid Seven
\feveral places, the Chief Magiftrate or
Gover-

59
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Governour is to affay and mark the,
Silver Work that ismade therein, or
to nrocure an Artift to do the fame,
(for which they muft alfo anfwer.) 11

»* And in like manner as'every Mafter-
worker inGoldfmiths\Works inZondon,
and 3. miles compafs of the fame,are to
make their Marks known to the War-
dens of the Goldfmiths, fo every Ma-
fter-Worker in Gold and Silver in eve-
ry of the faid Seven Places, are to
make their Marks known tothe Sur-
veyors there (that is) to the Chief Ma-
giftrate of fuch Place : But what the
particular Marks that the relpective
chief Governours of thefe Seven fe-
weral Places fet on the Silver work, I
can give no certain accompt thereof,

But this I canaffert, That by ¥ea-
{fon the Marks of thofe Places are little
known, they bear as little credit, and
therefore the Goldfmiths in remote pla-
cesdo frequently fend up their Silver
work to receive the Zozdan Touch.

Ey |
Here)
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£y

Here followeth the Goldfmiths

CHARTER #truly rendred into

Lunglifb from the Copy thereof taken
from the Record now remaining in

the Chappel of the Rolls, undér the

Zutle Confirmation, Part the fe-

cond, Number the fourth Confirmed
in the [econd 2ear of King James.

HE KING to all whom &c.
. A fendeth Greeting. We have per-
ufed and feen the Letters Patents of
Confirmation of our Moft Dear Sifter
the Lady Zlizabeth late Queen of
Lngland, made in thefe words, Zliza-
5e:§by the Grace of God of £ngland,
Lrance and Zreland, Queen, Defender
of the Faith,¢¢. To all to whom thefe
prefent Letters Patents fhall come,
Greeting.

We have perufed the Letters Pa-
tents of Confirmation of the Lady
Mary late Queen of £ngland Qur {\)&0&
| ear
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Dear Sifter, made in thele words,
- Mary by the Grace of God of £ngland, -
France and Jreland, Queen, Detender
of the Faith, and on Earth over the
Englifband Zrifh Churchthe Supream
Head, Toall to whom thefe prefents

(hall come, Greeting,. | :

' ‘We have peruled the Letters Patents
of Confirmation of Our Dear Brother
Fdward the Sixth,late King of Zugland, |
made in thele words, Zdward the Sixth
by the Grace of God of £ngland, France
and Zreland, King, Defender of the
Faith, and on Exrth over the Zaglifb
and Zrifh Church, Supream Head, “To
all towhom thefe prefent Letters fhall
come, Greeting. - ;

We have perufed the Letters Pa--
tents of Confirmation of our Moft
Dear Father, Herry the Eighth, late
King of Zngland of Famous Memory, =
made in' thele words, Henry by the
Grace of God King of Zngland and =
France, and Lord of /reland, Toall to -
whom thefe prefent Lettersfhall come,
Greeting.
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We have perufed the Letters Pa-
tents of Confirmation of our Moft
Dear Father Henry the Seventh, Late
King of £ngland of Famous Memory,
made in thefe words, Henry by the
Grace of God King of Zugland and
France | and Lord of Zreland, To all
to whom thefe prefent Letters fhall
come, Greeting.

Know Ye, That We have perufed
- the Letters Patents of Zdward the
Fourth, Late King of Z£ngland, made
in thele words, Zdward by the Grace
of God King of £ngland and France,
' Lord of Zreland, To all towhom thefe
prefent Letters {hall come, Greeting.

| We have perufed the Letters Patents
of £dward the Third, Late King of

England , Our Progenitor , made in

thefe words: |

Edward by the &pace of ob Ring
of England, 1020 of Ireland; and Ouke
of Aquitaine, To all to Wwhom thele
Paelent Letters thall come, greeting.

Dut (elbeloven the Goldfmitl;; of
U
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Dut City of London by theit Petitfon
crhibited to s and Due Touncel
Ditr Pariiament boinen at Weltmin- f
fter after the Feaft of the Purification
of Dur Laoy lalt paft, Habe Hewon,

That whereas no prvate Peechant
no} Stcanger heretofoe were fuont to
bing into this Lano any Boney Coite:
e, but [Plate of Sitver to exchange fug' !
Dur Copn Yie

anb that it Had been alfo Dyvatued,
@Thatali thofe wha wece of the Gold-
{miths Trabe wece to it in their Hops a
in the Digh-Stvect of Cheap, anvthat
ne Silver in §21late,nop Aellel of Gold
0} Ditvet ounht ta be folo mthe Tity
of London, except at Dur Exchangey
0 in Cheaplide ameng the Gold/miths, j
and that publickly, tothe end the pee:
fong of the (afp Trave mighe Jnfoun
them(elbes Wwhether the Seller came
Latwfully by {uch Weflel 0 m:lt.

Yt that netw of ate the (afn E@eré-
chants as Wweli 19vate as Strangers,
pe bying teom fopcainn Councries ﬂ;tﬂ %
thig

i_aﬂhﬁ_mm

_,l'
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this Ration Tounterleit Sterling,
- lpereof the pound 8 not woth above
fixteen Sols of the virhe ferling, and

of thig Donep none can knotw the trug
alue, but by melcing it voton,

 dndalle that many of the (aid Trave
- of Goldfmiths keep Shops in oblcure
- turnings, and by-Lanes and Streets,
- and o bup eflels of Holp any Dil-
bet fecretly, without enquiting 1f (uch
{effel were ffoln o latwfullp come by,
and (mmediately melting it dowi, oo
make it nto Plate and fell it to Vor-
chants Cradwig beyonn Sea, that i€
map be erpoten , ann fo they make
falle Tl0k of Gold any Silver, as
Waceiets, Lockets, Rinpgs and othse
Jewels ; w twhich thep (cc Gials of
Dibers Colouts, Counterfeiting vight
{fones,and put moze Gilay in the filver
than thep ought,which th: p (ell to fuch
a8 have no gkill in fuch things.

| Qno that the Cutlers in their (U 0k:
boules cover Tin with Silver {o {tibtil>
Ip and with fuch fleight, that the fame
cannot be Dt[crrne:;r ano .beced fl‘:l!;l'l |
, ' g
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A Tauch-ftone fug @a{n
m" i, and by that meang thep l‘sii

o (o coleren {0y fine Silvety ta

tf great tamage and necemt ut‘ ('Hﬁ
m; J DUE 12cople. £

i berenpsh the fain @uln[m:tﬁﬁ
e Pecitionen dg, Chat (de would

b plealcd to apply convenient I:EIIIEBP [

theeeit.

ano T being Ini[lmgtn mzﬁent-
the (afo Cofl, Doy ano Wwith the Al
feit of the Lﬂgnﬁ Spititual and Tem-
pozal, aub ‘the Tominous of Duc
Realim 02 the Tomition pofic of ds ©
ang Dur People, Tl anp grant (0

{0 Ag, and Dut Delrs,

That benceforth no MWerchant eif
ther pibate, 02 fivanger, Hall bing
futo this Laun anp foyt of Wonep,
But only Plate of fine Siiver, no
that any ©old, 0 Dilver Wwyounht by
Dololimiths, 92 anp Plate of Silvet
be (oloto the SWerchant to fell anain, *
ano ta be carrien out of the Bingdom
Wit Mall be: (ol at Due faid Ex-
change,ug openly among the fﬂtnﬁfrgx‘
{miths

II'I.I
bl
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fimithe fo pibate ule onelp.

And that none that pretend to be of
the fame Trane Mall keep any Shop
but in Cheapfide, that it map be feen
that theiv TWoyk begoon anw tight,

anb that thele of the faid Trave
map by vertue of thele pefents eleg
boneft, {awiul and ufficient men berr
. gkillen in the fao Trave, to enguite of
- the matters afoeelaiv ; and that thep
. {o chafen map uponvite confivetation
of the faid Craft refoun what vefeas
thep thail find therefn, and theveupon
inflic dbue punifment upon the Difen-
oers, and that by the help anv affie
ftance of the $Vapo) ant Shietifis if oc-
calion e, -

_ anuthat inall Tradving Cities and
@otong in England twhere Solvimiths
refibe, the fanie Dppinance be oblerhen
asin London, and that one 02 tivg of
ehery fuch City oz Town 6 the telf
of that Crave hall come to London ta
be alcertained of their Touch of Goln,
and thete tohave a Stamp of a Pun-

‘ ¥ 2 gien
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¢hion with a Leopard’s Deab macked

upon thete (Uo2k ag of antient time (¢

pag been Dpoained,  In  CHitnele
tohereof Te bave caufed thele Duc
iLettets to be mane Patents,  Hiven

at Weltminiter the Thictieth dap of
March, i the Fich pear of Duc Reign.

 We have allo perufed the Letters
Patents of Richard the Second after

the Conqueft, lateKing of Zngland,

made in thefe words, Richard by the

Grace of God King of Zngland and
France,and Lord of Zreland, Toallto
whom thefe prefents fhall come,greet-

ing. Know Ye,

That whereas £dward our Grand-
father late King of Zngland 5 at the

Suit of the Goldfmiths of our City of
Zondon fuggefting to him, how that
many perfons of that Trade by Fire
and the fmoke of Quickfilver, had loft
their fight, and that others of them

by their working in that Trade, be-

came fo Crazed and Infirm, That they

were difabled to fubfift, but by Relief

from others.

And that divers of the faid City
Com-

Al

AL s b T - S Tl
el o R e S L D et e T S Ml B s e

=]

|




ann Silver (Uaves,
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Compaffionating the Condition of
' fuch, weré dilpofed to give and grant
" divers Tenements and Rents in the
~ faid City. to the value of Twenty
- pounds per Annum to the Company
- of the faid Craft, towards the main-
tenance of the faid Blind, Weak, and
Infirm'; “And alfo of a Chaplain to
Celebrate’ Mafs amongft them every
day for the Souls of all the Faithiul
departed, according to the Ordinance
in that behalf to be made, Did by his
Letters Patents for the Confideration
of a' Fine of Ten Marks, for himfelf
and his Heirs, as much as inhim lay,
grant and give Licence to the Men of
the Community aforefaid, that they
may purchafe Tenements and Rents
in the fame C.ty of the value of Twen-
 ty pounds per Anmum and not above
of the Men of that City, for relief and
maintenance of fuch blind and infirm,
and of fuch Chaplain as aforefaid, to
hold to them and their Succeffors of
the faid Society for ever, for the pur-
poles aforefaid; The Statute of AZor¢-
maine’ or any other Statute or Ordi-
pance to the contrary thereof not-
¥ 3 withftanding,

=
o

N T S,
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withftanding , as in and by the faid J
LettersPatcnts more fully and at large -

1t may appear. |

[ B .
1 A o

|r-

q

And forafmuch as the i'ﬂﬁn of the

faid Myftery have humbly Petitioned
Us, That forafmuch as Our Grand-

fathers {aid Letters Patents are not

nor can be put in execution for want
of Naming Perfons capable. therein,
That We would Gratioufly,proyide
fome remedf for them in this behalf,

We taking the Premifles into Confider
ration, of Qur efpecial Grace, and for

the Conlfideration of Twenty Marks
by them paid unto Us in Our Hana.
per, | | i

Have for Us and Our Heirs, granted
and given Licence to themen of the
faid Craft,That from henceforth they
bea perpetual Community or Society
of themfelves. o |

And thar the faid Society or Com-

pany may for ever yearly Ele& out of
themfelves four Wardens to overfee,

Tule and duly govern the faid Craft,

~and
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- and Community, a.nd r.:ver]; Membm
uf'the fame" ¢ 12,98
: s IR 2T L D)
And further, WE have aucordmn
to Qur Atiehbrity in'this behalf g £3h
ted ard given: chenm:rfor Us and ‘Qur
Heirs'to\the {ate Wardehs and Coii-
pany i That) they naaypurchale dmd
have to them and their Succeflors,
Tenemmbaﬁd Renits, Svith their Ap
purtendtices; within'the {aid City and
. Suburbs: thereof to the value of Tweén:
ty i:bwndscpfr ahiniim, Forsche ‘maintc-
nance’ ﬁflfﬁe*blmd Lvéiltiand 1nﬁr1n
Men of the Comp nyafﬂrefmd and of
a Chaplain to Ceiebraf&Mf s'amongft
the faid'infitm, cvery day, for the Souls
of allithie Faithfal departed, for evet,
according to fuclh Ordinance, As'the
fame Wardens and Company fhall
makeé ir¥ this behalf " (the faid Statute,

~ prithe Statﬂte in that cafe madc'in

Out ldkPPayhament at’ Zeffminfler,

notwithftanding,) or'notwithftanding
that the' fiid Tenements and Rents be
~ held of Us’in Free Burgage, {0 that it
be found by Inquifition thereupon du-
ly had‘and recurned mnto our Cﬁamif—y,
F ZI. Ll
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that {uch purchafe may be made with-
out any damage or prejudice to Us
and Our Heirs, or any other perfon
whatfoever.. - ¥u mitnefsiwwhereof We
have caufed thefe our Letters:to be
made Patents,, #itnefs Qur! Self at
Ainchefter the Sixth day of February,
inthe Sixteenth Year of QurReign..
o s At RIS S

And We ratifying and allowing the
{aid Letters Ratents, jand all and every
thing therein contained., do. for Us °
and Our Heirs .according./to; Qur
Power in . that behalf Approye and
Confirm the fame,and doby thefe pre: |
fents grant and Confirm: the fame unto
Our Welbeloyed the . now. Wardens
and Company, - of the faid ‘Craft and

their Succellorsfor ever. -
And of Our further Grace in this
behalf, We forUsand Our Heirs,have
granted to the fame Wardens and
Company,That notwithftanding they
or their Predeceffors have not hither-
to upon any occafion in any fort ufed
the Liberties in the faid Letters Pa-
fents contained, Yet-'hﬁngefnrtff}l a1111:




and Silbet Wates.

fhall be Lawful for them: and their
Succeflors to Ufe and Enjoy the faid
Liberties and every of them, without
- any Let or Impediment by or from Us
or Our Heirs, orany of Qur Juftices,
_Efcheators, Mayors , Sherifts, Bay-

liffs, or other Qur Minifters. where-
focyet2uis® ) _

s:And We have further granted, and
by thele prefents do for Usiand Our
Heirs Grant to the.faid nowWardens
and:Company of the Craft aforefaid,
‘That they and their Succeflors be a
Corporation or* Body Incorporate
confifting and called by the Names of
Wardens and/Company, - and be per-
fons: able and capablé-in Law to purs
| ¢hafe and take Lands and Tenements,
Rents and other Pofleffions whatfo-
ever ,  for ever in: Fee-fimple of any

erfons whomfoevér that thall be wil-
ling to Give, Devife, or Affign the
fame to them,

v Qo have and to hold the fame to
the faid Wardens and Company of
the faid Craft, and their Succeffors
for ever, And




q Tauch-foe for Goly

. And that they may and fhall have
perpetual Succeffion and a Common
Seal for the Affairs of their faid My«
ftdryont o yd snowibygemd 1ol as
; [ 10010 Vs 1ouchokd aul) 10
And that they may by the name 'of
the Wardens‘and'Companyiof .the
Myftery of Gold{miths of the Gity-of
ZLondon Implead and be Impleaded in
any Count. and-place whatfoéver; ‘be-
forc any-Judges whomfoever:! imn%.
Aétions) Eaitsy Plaints; Demands- an
Pleas asiwell realas pexfonaliofmixs
of swhat nature op:kindifoever they
beitsogrooal yhod “10 MOEFIOGIOD

{ 151 911 val *”‘J b‘.ih '-_%1 f:'ifi'.'.t-lf]
- And' that the faid)Wardens and
Company and itheir$uceeflors,: ma?n
from time£6 time asoften'as they-thall
judge it expediént!, mdke good-and
reatonable By-Laws and’ Ordinances
for the betterregulatingthe faid My—i
YA ey Al U Bvied GdsEnl

ﬁer}f’ bR EE ¥ A LS
'y 3 OF OIMIEY
We have alfo granted, and by thele
prefents do’ grancito” the faid now
Wardens andCompany and their Suc+
ceflorsy Thae theymay Have'and hﬂltz};t |
. [ 9RO
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to them and their Succeflors for ever,
all and (ingular the Lands, Tenements,
Rents, Reverfions and Services here-
tofore given s granted or devifed to
the Wardens ot the Myftery aforefaid,
or to the Wardens or Guardians and
Company of the Myltery aforefaid,by
the Name of the Wardens and Com.-
Ppany of the faid Myftery, orby the
names of the Company of the faid
Myitery, onby what' other Name {o-
ever or heretofore in any manner pur-
chaled by the Wardens and Company
of the faid Myftery, or by the Com-
pany of the faid My ftery, without Im-
peachment, Difturbance or Let by or
from Us or Our Heirs, or by or from
Our Juftices, Sheriffs, Efcheators, or
other the Officers and Minifters of Us
or Qur Heirs whomfoever, -/ ;
1 ;
o And Wedo hereby ratifie and con-
firmall and every the fame Landsand
Tenements, Rents, Reverfionsy and
Services to the faid now Wardensand
Company, and their Succeffors; -

£

the

And for the Credit of the Men of .

75
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the faid Craft dwelling and refiding .
in the faid City for the time being,and
for the preventing and avoiding the
damage and lofs which do or may daily
happen and- arife as well toUs as to
any Our Liege People, for ‘wantof 2
due and provident Care in regulating
certain: of -Qur Subjeéts and: others
Llfing ‘and Exercifing the faid Trade,’
without any regard to the Credit of the
faid Company, And alfo for the pre-
venting and taking away Subtleties
and Decéipts praitifed inthe [aid Trade,

We have further granted, and by
thefe Prefents do grant to the faid now
Wardensand Company and theirSuc-
ceflors for ever, That the Wardens of
the faid Myftery for the time beinf
fhall and may for everhave the fearch,
infpection, tryal and regulation of all’
forts of Gold and Silver wrought or
to be wrought, and to be expoled to
{ale within the City of Zowdor and the
Suburbs thereof, and in all Fairs and
Markets, and all Citiesy Towns and
Boroughs, and all other places what-

foever throughont Owr Kingdows of £n-
| glandy

{
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gland,and alfo fhall and may have power
to punifb and corre@ all defeéts that
fhall be found in the working of Gold
and Silver,

- And to that end, if need be, to call
to their afliftance the Mayor and She-
1iffs of the faid City, and the Mayors
and Bayliffs or other Officers what-
ever 1n any Fairs, Markets, Cities, Bo-
roughs and Towns, and other places
out of the faid City where any fuch
Search or Tryal fhall happen to be
made.

- And that the Wardens of the faid
Myftery for the time being fhall and
may have full Power and Authority
for ever by themlelves or any of them,
duly to fearch and try all and fingular
the premiffes, and alfo all manner of
Work touching and concerning the
faid Craft,found or being in the hands
of the Goldimiths, or any other whom- -
Joever {clling, making or working any
Woares or Works pertaining to or con-
cerning the faid Myftery,as well with-
iR Qur faid City of Zondow and the
. Suburbs
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Suburbs thereof, as elfewhere out of :
the {aid City in 111 Fairs, Markets, Ci-
ties, Boroughs and Towns, and other,
places whatfoever throughout Our
lem of £ngland ; And alio by thems
felves orany of chemto break all fuch -
deceitful Works and Wares of Gold 3
and Silver of what fort- foever ,

any fuch they fhall find to be made
wrought and expofed to falein dece:pl:
of Our People.

And alfo according to their difcre-
tion and as often as they fhall {ee it ne-
ceffary to punith and correét the Ma=.
kers, Sellersand Workers of the fame
Works according to their demerits,by
the affiftance (if need be) of OurMay- |
ors, Sheriffs; Bayliffs, Reeves, and Uthef‘
fuch like Oﬂ’lcels -

Wealflo will and grant, and Rn&ly
Charge and Command, That all Bay~
liffs, Reeves, and other Officers what
foever in anrs Markets, Gities, Bo
roughs, Towns: and other places where
fuch Search {hall hap (Fen to be made,
be ready to Ayd and Affift the faid
Wardens
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Wardens and every of them 'making
fuch Search as aforefaid, in the execu-

tion of the premiffes, and that in all .

things according to their Duty. 3n
witnels whereof " We "have “caufed
thefe Our Letters to be made Patents.
{ditnefs Our Self at Leicefter the
Thirtieth day of May in thé Second
Year of Our Reign.

And now We ratifying and appro-
ving the faid Letters Patents, and all
things therein contained, do for Us
and Our Heirs according to Our Au-
thority therein, allow the fame, and
by thefe prefents do ratifie, grant and
confirm the fame to our Welbeloved
the now Wardens and Company of

the Myftery aforefaid and their Suc-
ceflors, '

And further, We being certainly
informed that divers perfons both Na-
tives and Aliens, exercifing the faid
Tradein diversparts of this Kingdom,
ftudying and contriving their own
difboneft Gain, and purpofing by va-
rious ways to deceive and cudamaﬁ;e
the

79
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the reft of our Subjects, do work and
expole tofal: Gold and Silver cunming-
ly and deccitfully wrought and debafed -
more thanthe Standard allowes, contra-
ry to the Ordinances in that behalf |

And Counterfeit-flones (which are
of no value, cunningly fet infuchkind
of Gold and Silver) do daily fell for =
true Jewels at great rates to divers of
Our Subjeéts (not underftanding the
fame) as well in places Iriviledged,ﬂs :
in Fairs, Markets and other places
within Qur Cities and Burroughs of =
this Our Kingdom of £ngland,and nei-
ther fear nor doubt tobe punifhed or
call’d in queftion for the fame.

And the reafon i1s, for that due
fearch or any due punithment is fel- =
dome executed upon Offenders in that
My ftery out of the City aforefaid. %

And although the Wardens of that
Myftery in the faid City for the time
being, have (by vertue and power of

the aforefyid Letters Patents in form
afore-
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aforefaid granted to them and their
- Succeffors (had the {earch, inlpection,
tryal and regulation of the Gold and
Sulver fo wrought and to be wrought
and expoled to Sale; And power by
themielves or any of them, to fearch
- and ery(continually from the aforefaid
zoth: day of Az inthe faid Second
iyear..of .the late King Zdward the
Fourth hitherto by vertue of his faid
Letters Patents to them in that behalf
~made)ball fuchkind of deceitful and
Aravdulent:|Works and Wares made
.and toibemade of the Gold and Silver
.aforefaid of any kind whatloever. -

~ And the faults and deceipts in thole
Works deceitfully and {ubtilly contri-
~.ved or to be contrived by the Work-
-men and contrivers thereofy to punifh
-and correét, as alfo to execute and
perform fach other things as they
ought to doby vertue of the aforefaid
~ Letters Patents of the faid late King
Ldward the Fourth ,

. Nev_eftheleﬁ as We are informed,
That norwith{fanding the aforefaid
Gf Wars
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Wardens of the faid Myftery ifor the
xlne being have:(ever fincethe afore- =
faid Graots to themand the Hny
of the faid Myftery in form
{2id made) béen at eattﬁaublcimld K
charges-(aswell at I%cn' OWn Pr ;‘
Cﬂﬂs, as ‘at the Cofts ufth&faid ﬁ:bm- #
pany) to put: rAnrexecution their Au-
ahiority.«of fearchingy \infpecting and
trying ! {nch kind of Goldand Silver
‘(as’ 1s before mentioned) and the de~ -5
‘feéts thereiri; fo wrought dnd(pi '
fale by the Workmen of thedaid T de H
in divers of the Cities ;B ,f
Fairs; Markets arid otherplaceso this
Our Kingdom, forthecommon ufe of =
LIsand of all. Qurgood SLIbJEﬁiEa ..

1.".!|:|.-

uuuuuu

Yet they have recewed *'mery hﬂﬂe
orno profit thereby, but rather fhavc :
been fubject oftentimes not ‘onely to
pains and perils of their bodies, but
alfo to the lofs of their Goods andf
Chattels by reafon and'oecafion of
their {earching, tryir E, and putti
execution their Authority afore 1d
in punifhing and correétrng@he defeﬂ's i
of Work upon proof thereof made -
unto them, "~ By j
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. By means whereof the faid War-
dens of late in regard of the great
menaces and affaules which they have
received from thofe Workmen; and
Tradefmen of 'that Myftery (that de:
ceiptfully fell fuch Gold and Silver in
the Countrey) and their Accomplices
and Adberents; could not execute
their faid Authority any where with-
in Our Kingdom of Zngland, except
within Qur faid City of ZLondon and
the Suburbs thereof: .+

* . So that the faid fearch; tryal and
execution of the faid Authority cea-
fing very many frauds,deceipts,works
unskilfully made lof Gold and Silver,
and ‘of counterfeiting  of Jewels 1n
WorksefGold and Silyer and other-
wile, aredaily divers wayes increafed
inthe w&ﬂryafbrefaid ;by the Work-
men of the faid Trade in every part of
this Our. Kingdom, to the great lofs
and detriment of Usand all Qur Liege

Peopley -
AndWe Béing willing (all the de-

geipsful infufficient and unlawful
G2 Works

i,

ti e -
=
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Works and'Wares of 'G d’f&ﬁiﬁiﬂ’Sﬂvqr

Jewelsand Stones, Pedtl .E}i'--Cbl‘a-Ii of
fu:h like,in the Frade aforefaid unt
fufficiently‘and unlawfully made and
tounteérfeited ufed to ‘be put to fale)
to abolith 4nd punifhin-all thingsas-ic
‘ought tobe; Of Our certain knowledg
and meer motion, Have given and
granted for Usand Our'Heirs (as much
as in Us 1yes) to'the aforefdid Wardens
and Company of the Myfkery' afore-

il St

* .

{2id and their Succeffors, 17 e

That they“the -f:tid‘-ifﬁfﬂdénsmfand
their Succeffors, and évery' of them
for the time being, fhall have for ever
full Power and Authority over all and
fingular the Defects; Offenices; Faults
and Deceipts made and attempted or
committed contrary to the ‘Ordmnan-
ces of the Myl"cer}( aforefaid in all ¢heir
{carches and tryals of Gold and Silver,
or of Wares, Jewels, Stones , Pearl,
Coral, or of any other Jewels or Coun-
terfeit Stones whatfoever wroughtor
{et in Gold or Silver, as in Neck-lages, -
Lockets, Rings or Bracelets, or other-
wife howloever wrought or fet, With-

- in
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in this Our. Kingdom of Z£ugland.,
wherefoever, againit the Workmen or |

Owners of any of the {aid premiflcs ex-
pofing them to fale. .

And all and every the perfons of or
ufing the faid Myftery whatloever o
deceiptfully working, having, or ex-
pofing to fale the premiffes atorefaid,
(upon due proof made) fhall be by the
{aid Wardens for the time being com-

mitted ‘to the next Gaol or Prifon, .

therein to be punifhed by Imprilon-
ment of their Bodies according to the
nature of their Offences, and out of
the faids Gaols or Prifons to be deli-
vered at the dilcretions of the {aid
Wardens or any of them ; Or be pu-
nithed by Finesto befet and impoled
wpon fuch Delinquents, equal to their
Offences, Faults and Deceipts, as by
the found Difcretions of the laid War-
| densor any of them for the time be-
' .ing, fhall be efteemed juft and realon-
| able, and in that behalf convenient.

We alfo grant for Us and Our Heirs

to the faid Wardens and Company
s G 3 and

8

- et
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and their Succeffors, That whenfo- ‘-é.:;

ever, whereloever, and as oftenas an?r- ¢

Wares of Gold and Silver or Pearl,

or of any Counterfeit Stones whatfo-|

ever deceitfully wrought orfet in the
nature of Jewels or Pearl inGold or Sil-
ver,which by Allays thereof are of lefs

value and more debas’d in the work-
ing of the faid Gold and Silver than of

right it ought to be wrought, (that 1s
to fay) not being of the value of Ster-
ling or Standard, (according to the
Ordinances and Statutes of Us and
Our Progenitors or Predeceflors late

Kings and Queen of Zugland in this

behalf made) that fhall be found any

where as well within any of Qur L1~

berties as without ;

Or anﬁ Wares of Gold or Silver 4

made within this Kin%dom by any Na-
tive or Forraign Wor
men of the Craft aforefaid wherefo-

ever that fhall be {old or expofed to .
fale (not being tryed,approved and marked
as they ought to be) according to the

form of the Ordinances and Statutes
aforefaid, that then the faid Ward?:s
. for

A

men & Tradef~

o
i) i
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for the:time being, or'two of them;
fhall have power and Authority all
and every fuch Wares of Gold and
Silver, Counterfeit Stonesand Pearls,
and other Stones whatfoever ({o de-
ceiptfully or unlawfully wrought and
expofed to fale wherefoever they fhall
be found) to arreft, feife, and to break
and [payl them, {o.that Our People
Lnay not be any more deceived there-

s ;2 | I

And that in all and every the
' Searches of the faid Wardens and
their'Succeflors for the time being, of
or in the premiffes from time to time
in whatfoever places within Three
Miles in and about the aforelaid City
of Zgndon, where any the {aid Work-
men or: Fradef-men of the {aid Craft
{hall happen to remain, work, or in-
habit,the faid Wardens or any of them
for the time being fhall caule to be
brought All manner of Works and
Wares of Gold and Silver aforefaid, or
what Jewels and Precious Stones {o-
ever (fet in Gold and Silver) are there
wrought or to be wrought, to the
: Cid Com-

87
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Common-Hall of the 'Wafdcn§: and

Company of the faid Myftery being
in the aforefaid City of Zondon where-

in the Common Standard or Affife of

Gold and Silver (according to the Or-
dinances in that behalf made) is kept,
there to be tryed and affayed, And to

be reformed if defects fhall be any =

manner of wayes found therein; and
after they fhall'be fo reformed, to be

there then affirmed for good, and

{tamped with their Marks which they
ufe for that purpofe. |

And sl dcfeRive VWlkkbatiat:
ever deceiptfully wrought as well of

or in Gold as Silver, Counterfeit

Stones put for ' Jewels therein and
falfly made, (or faund to be of aworle
Allay than it ought to be) fhall there
(according to their difcretions) be ut-

terly condemned s Without Accompt ‘

or any other charge or Anfwer to Us
or any of Qur Heirs for the premiffes
orany of them to berendred, made

or paid for every /» mitnefs whereof

We have caufed thefe Our Letters to
be made Patents: AZituefs Our Self
: at

LT =E
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it AVeftminfter the Third day of Fe-
bruary, in the Twentieth Year of Our
Reign,

Now WeRatifying and Approving
the faid Letters Patents, and all things
therein contained, Do forUsandOur
- Heirs (as much as in Us lyes) allow the
the fame, and by thefe prefents do Ra-
tifie, Grant and Confirm the fame to
Our Welbeloved  the.now Wardens
and Company of the Myitery afore.
{aid. Z» witnefs whereof We have
cauled thefe our Letters to be ‘'made
Patents , #7itnefs Our Self at’ /7eft-
minfler the Sixteenth day of March,in
the Firft Year of Our Reign.

- Now WeRatifying and Approving
the faid Letters Patents and all things
therein contained, Do for Usand Qur
Heirs, as much asin Us lyes; allow
the fame, and by thefe prefents do Ra-
tifie; Grant and Confirm the fame to
Our Welbeloved the now Wardens
and Company of the Myftery afore-
faid ; Zn witnefs whercof We have
caufed thefe Our Letters to be made
Patents,

e AT N

—— T sy —



¢ @ Totch-fone fop Solb

Patents, /7 atnefs Our Self at Feftmin-
fer the Sixth day of Fuwe, in the Firlt
Year of Our Reign. -

Now We Ratifying and Approving
 the faid Letters Patents and all things
therein contained, Dodfor Us and Qur
Heirs as much as inUs lyes, allow the
fame, and by thefe prefents do ratifie,
grant and confirm the fame to Our
Welbeloved the now Wardens and
Company ‘of the Myftery aforefaid.
Zn witnefs whereof We have caufed
thele Our Letters to be made Patents,
Hitnefs Our Self at Weftminfler the
Fifth day of December,in the Firft year
of Our Reign. -

Now We Ratifying and Approving
the faid Letters Patents and all things
therein contained, Do for Us and Our
Heirs, as much asin Us lyes, allow the
{fame, and by thefe prefents do ratifie,
grant and confirm the {fame to Our
Welbeloved the now Wardens and
- Company of the Myftery aforefaid ;
n witnefs whereof We have caufed
thefe Qur Letters to be made Patiyms, I

it-
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.ﬂ’ftﬂqﬁ Our Self at #Zeftminfter the
' Third day of Fanwary, i the Third
Year of OurReign.

Now We Ratifying and Approving
the faid Letters Patents, and a.ﬁ things
therein contained, Do for s and Our

‘Heirs, as much as inUs lyes, allow the
fame, and by thele prefentsdo Ratifie,
Grant and ‘Confirm the fame to Our
Welbeloved the now Wardens and
Company of the Myftery aforefaid.
£{n witnefs whereof, e Aitnefs the
King at #eftminfter the Thirtieth day -
of March, in the Second Year of the
Reign of King Fames over £ngland,&ec.
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shebdpsbihthebibihhan

The Gold{miths ORDE R
.~ lately made and fet torth
for Prevention and Re-,
drefs of the great Abules’
committed in the {everal

- W ares afore-mentioned.

Goldfimiths-Hall the 23.day
of February, 1675.

-‘
v

HEREAS Complaint dath
bicen made to the EUardens of
the Company of Gold(miths,
London, @That bdiers fmall THOS,
ag Wuckles for Weits, Dilver DIlLs,
and the pieces theveto belonging, with -
Divers other fmall Tllaves hutb@ ?g
D0
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Sold and Dilvery ave frequently
wought and put to fale by vivers
Doldlmiths and others, wole than
Standard, o the abule of His Vaje-
ftieg good Dubjeas, anv great dilcre-
Dit of that WVanufacuce's' And thae
there ave alfo Bibers pieces of Dilver
Plate (el not being affaped at Gold-
imiths-Hally anb fo not ‘marked foith
the Leopard's Head Crowned, ag by
Law the fameounit tobe ¢ Qb where
a8 the tWarnens of the-fMin Company
to' prevent the' v frauvy, Have for
“metiy vequited all pecfons te foybeag
putting to'fale any adulterate (Wates
either of Solvioy Sflver, bt that-thep
taufe the tame fothwith to be vetacen:
Anb that ‘as well Plate-wokers “ag
Imall-wokers Mould caule their velpes
ttive Varks ‘to be'bought ta Gold-
{michs-Hall, & thete fitike the fame iy
a Zable kept in the Aap-Dffice; And
likewile enter theit Names and places
of Dabitations i a Wk there kept
fop that purpole, wherebp the petlong
and theiv matks might be knotwn unto
the tavdens of the aid Companp,
which havine noct - hitherto batn sulp
MRy ehierhen,

]
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‘obferbed, Thele are therefare to give
JRotice to; and to cequite agam all
thole 1who ercecile the faid et 02 Vp-
ftetp of Goldfmiths in 62 about the.
Cities of London and Weltmiafter,
and the Subychs of the fame, That
thep foathmith vepait £ Goldimiths=
Hall, anb there feike theic Varksin
a Table appeinted fa2that purpeley
and likewife enter theie Jaes; With
the places of their relpegibe Duell:
ings, in.a Bk cemaining 1 the Al
fay-Office there + Anb that ag well the
Gtorker asShop:kezpersandaliothers
woking and Crading in Oold 0 Bil-
ver @iares,: of twbat:kind 02 quality
(geber thep be,| fogliear putting tofale
By of the fain {Wotkgy net being 4
grabie to Seandard; thacis Lo fap, ;3
Golonesiels in fingnels thentwoany
twenty Cattas, b Silbernot lzfﬁ-i
iy finenefs then eleden: Dunces twwg g

genuy weight s Ano that no perlon 02
petfons o feom hencefoaeh put to falg
iy of the fain Caves either fmall 82
great, befoze the Clokmans Parkbe
{truck theceon, Qun the fame Aflapen
8¢ Goldimichs-Hall, anb €here appo
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Devfoy Stanbarh, by Feiking herean
the Lyon ‘ang Leopard’s Head Ctoton-
T, 07 one of them, if the faid Works
will conveniently bear the fame:  Gfit
bereof all perfons concerned are vefi
teD to take notice, and pemean then-
{elves accoppingly: sthetwile the Lar-
oeng Wil make it theiv Cace ta po.
cure them ta be procaden anaing ac.
couing toilatw, 5w

- Touching the feveral Weights now
- inufe, for the buying and felling of

Gold and Silver and pretisis 'Stones,
The Reader may Obferve,

That no other Weights are {by our

. Lawes) to be ufed inweighing Gold

and- Silver , but’ thofe called by ‘the
name of Troy Weights, of which

24 grains makes a penny weight, or
the weight ofan old Sterling pen-
ny, (which ‘now ‘goes for three
pence.) | Rooda

m.pénny weﬁht makes one ounce:
2 Ounces make a pound, =
1l
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The compounding thefe Weights
(being uled in Affaying of Gold, and
computing the Standard of Gold) are
called by. the name Carraéts, of which -

5 of the aforefaid grains makesa

-« Carrat-grain ; a demy-gramn is

- ~ halfof {uch a grain. -

4 of fuch Carra&-grains,;make qi:l,é
Carract. - -.

., agof fuch Carractsmake an Qunce

a0 TEOy: a9 15 bloD 8
There be othor forts of Carraéts com- ;
pounded-of Troy grains, thus; 1

;1_'.,.;.' :','.‘:_’[_-f- A Lk bl J L. 5l f.
4 grains makes a Garract. = [
daichar 10 i Qe U emsn
6 of fuch Carraéts makes a penny -
2oweight. | TR |
-] QAR LI ;
. 1200f fuchCarraéts makes anOunce
Troy; Thele are only uled to =
weigh Diamonds and Pearls.
That all perfons may know the dif-
(% | ference =

3
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ference of Trclr_y Weights from others,
they are to obferve that thefc Weights

are made in the fhapes, and of the Me-

tal, and marked as hereafter is men:
tioned ; (viz.)

The Grain Weightsare made of pie-
ces of thin Brafs, commonly called Lat-
tin-Brafs,and arecut,near 4.fquare,and
proportioned from halfa grain to fix
grains; and fomany grains that each
piece contains, it is marked with the
like number of round Marks thus (o)
And alfo on every piece is (or fhould
be) fettheletter G with a Coroner at
the head of it, thus (¥¥)

The next Weights above them, are
the penny Weights, which are made
of thick {quare pieces of Brafs, pro:
portioned from a half-penny weight,
to a five penny weight, and not ufu-
ally higher ; And fo many penny-
weight that each piece contains s
. made or marked thercon, {o many
round marks thus (o) as abovefaid;
and alfe is or fhould be fet the Zyon on
CVery piece.

H The
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The next above them is the Ounce-
Weights, 'they dare alfo of Brals; and
made round in nefts, (thatis to fay)to
fall or ftand one within another, And
are proportioned from a drachm to
32 Ounces, and {fometimes to 64 Oun-

ceso (2z.) the leaft /is a

tAdrachm Troy,isone  +drachm’; the next half a

yenny weight and fix i Sk

;-__r.tms; Sixteen of fuch  GUATTETr of an ounce, the
drachms make an cunce  NEXt a quarter of an ounces
Troy: Halfaquarcer of
an Ounce 15 two penny
weightand 12 grains, NCRL an ounce s the next

thie next half an ounce, the

two ounces, and {o every
one double the ‘weight of the next
leffer, and every one from an ounce
upwards, are marked with numeral
letters of fuch nimber, as the pieces
contains Ounces, and alfo every
Weight marked with two letters,
made thus ("F) for Troy, and are
or fhould be marked with the Zyoz
and Zeopard's Head Crowned.,

The next Weights above them are

fafhioned like a Bell, and are called
Bell /Veights, and are proportioned

from one pound or 12 Ounces Troy,
to 32 pounds, and fometimes higher,

= S g LTt o
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aud Silver (ates,

every one being double the weight of
the next leffer, as before of the ounce
Weights, and are or fhould be marked
with the fame Marks.

The Standard of thefec Weights id
kept in the Zower of Zondon, and alio
in the Goldfmiths-Hall, and the Offi-
cers there and none other {hould have
the Sizing or Gauging of them, but
that being accounted too chargeable,
the feveral Weight-makers in and
about Zowdon do ufually Size and
Gauge thefe Weights themlelves, ac-
cording to the aforefaid Standard,and
do fet Marks on them {omething re-
lembling the right; butby whatau-
thority they fo do, I leave to the cor-
fideration of thofc imniediately con-
cerned therein.

There are other lorts of Weights,
by fome ufed amonglt us, called by
the name of Fenice-\Weights, and are
made tn nefts of the f{ame fafhion, as
the nelts of 770y Qunces are, and eve-
ryone doubleithe Weight of the next

H 2 lefler,
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leffer, but very much differing from
the Troy Weights thus, (z7z.) as the
‘Troy Ounce contains Twenty penny
weights, fo the Zenice Ounce. con-
tains but Thirteen penny weight and
a half : But there being no Law
for thefe Penice Weights amongft us,
only the Sellers of Gold and Silver
Lace (but without any warrant or
authority {o to do) do too often for
their private lucre, ufe the fame.
Butwhat I have before mentioned of
them , is fufficient to prevent their
being ufed inftead of the Zroy
weights.

Thereare alfo other forts of weights
(by our Law) in ufe amongft us, cal-
led by the name of Averdupois (the
leffer fort of them) are made of Brafs,’
and fhaped round and flat, and every
one double the weight of the next
lefler, and are or ought to be Sized
and Marked at Guild-Hall , Zondon, -
(where the Standard of thofe Weights
is kept, with feveral Marks, (viz.) the
City Arms in a Shield, the Daggir,

the
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the Letter A for Averdspois;a Flower-
de-luce, and the Effigies of a Veflel or
Ewer. Thele Weights differ from
the Troy Weights thus, (viz,) that
as the Troy Ounce contains 20 penny
weight, {0 the Ounce #verdupois con-
tains but 18 penny weight ; and as
the pound Troy contains Twelve Oun-
ces, {o the pound ﬁwfrdﬂpaff con-
tains Sixteen Qunces ; But thefe nor
being for the weighing Gold and Sil-
ver, what I have mentioned of them,
is fufficient to diftinguifh them from

the Troy Weights.

Poltfcript,




A Tauch-Tone {0 Sold

| Poﬁ{Eript to the R eader.
TH at. my gﬂﬂd intent for

rewmmg fraud  not
onely in cafes where Mafsy
Gold and Silver are ufed, but

alfo in other Works made or

Preteﬁded to be made thereof,
may mﬁe the better effet, I
ﬂaall give you anotber Statute
fHill in force, made as well to
Jupprefs: and prevent the gild-
ing and [ilvering of Copper

and Brafs Works, and the de-
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ant Silber (Wares,
ceit therein ufed, as the waft-

ing the Gold and Silver of
this Nation, (viz.)

Stat. 5. Hen. 4. ig.

__ITem- {Qbereag many frauvulent

drtificers imaginimgy to deceive the
conimen people, do daily make
Locks, Rinps, Weang, Caudielicks,
Dacnetg fop Oirdles, Diltg, Chall:-
feg and Swou-Pummeis, Powdce-
Wores , and Lovers fop Cups, of
Copper, and of Lattin, anv the fame
pbet @uilt and Dilver, (ike to Golu 0
Siloer ; And the fane fell ann ptit n
gage to many Pen not Having il
knowledy theveof f62 whole Goln and
whole Silver, to the nreat decelt, 1ofs
anvfhlwerance of the common people;
gind the wafting of the Hoid aip Hii-
ver, It 15 Droafned and EfablihoD,
That no Actificer no2 other man what:
foeber fie be from DHenceforth Hall gl
noy fitver any fuch Locks, Rings,
Oeang, Coendlefiicks, Darnels 02
D g Qitoles,
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Gitdles, Thallices, Diits, nop Pums
mels f0; Swods , IPowhet,LWores,
noy Covers fo Cups mave of Top-
per 02 Lactin, upon pain to fopfeit to
the Ring Due btinded Hillingg , at
gberp time that be. Mail be founo gz
tp, and to make fatisfaction to the
party gticbed f02 His vamages ; Wut

- that (Chalices alwapes crcepted) the

fain Qrtificers map woyk 02 catligtabe |
wzetipht Dnaments fo2 the Lhurchot
Copper and Lattin, Quv the fame
Dilt 07 Diivet, (0 that alfvapeg in the
foot, 02 i1 fome other patt of eberp uch
Dwament {0 to be made, the Copper
ano the Lattin MHall be plain, tothe in-
tent that a man map (@ whereof the
thing 1s mave, fo2 to elcheinthe deceft
afociain.

By which Statute the Guilding or
Silvering any Locks, Rings, Beads,
Candlefticks , Harnefs (that is, the
Buckles) for Girdles, Chalices, Hilts,
Pummels for Swords, Pouder-Boxes
and Covers for Cups made of Copper
or Lattin (to wit, Brafs) is pofitively
forbid, upon the, penalty of 5 l. for

i : every




and Silber {Taes.
every offence. And one reafon there-

of appears to be this, That fuch work-

ing of Copper or Lattin, and.Cover-
ing the fame with Gold or Silver, is
not only agreat wafting of the Gold
and Silver, but the occafion of a great
fraud, by making fuch Wares to be
in appearance of the value of whole
Gold and Silver, . when indeed they
are in the f{ubftance thereof but drofs
and Counterfeit. . And no doubt but
fome perfons at this day (as well as
when that Statute wasmade) are or
may be deceived Eéy {uch falle Coun-
terfeit Works, and perhaps (when it
is too late) experience the old Pro-
verb to be true, 7hat all is ot Gold that

glifters,

And it 1s not to’be doubted, but
that the Makers of that Statute were
well informed that Copper or Brafs
may be wroughtinto very many forts
of Work wherein Gold or Silver may
be wrought. And becaufe much de-
ceit was then ufed in the working of
Buckles, and in Hilts and Pummels for
Swords, ¢7¢. as well as of Later ri?les‘;
uc

e g i
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{fuch fevere penalties were laid on the -
Workers of {uch fal{e Wares, purpofe-
ly to fupprefs all Counterfeit and de-
ceitful Work ¢

Such Works being not only 2 wrong
to the Wearer by doing little or no
Service, (by reafon of its brittlenefs,
and its Kankering & ftinking quality,
and foon lofing its Gold or Silver Co-
lour) but alfo to the workers af whole
Gold and whole Silver Works, who
are much hindered and damnified in
their Trades, by reafon fuch falfe
Works are made to refemble their true
or right Works, and fold and worn
inftead thereof,

Therefore it may be reafonably con-
ceived , that the Workers of whole
‘Gold and whole Silver Works are in-
tended by the {aid Statute,parties grie-
ved as well as the Wearer, and fhall
i;!ecover fatisfaction from the Offen-

ers. | -

And T am well affared, that the |
profecution of the offenders againft |
’ this




ano Silver (Waces.,

this Statute (which maybe done by
Pill, Plaint or Information) belongeth
to the Wardens and Company of Go/d-

[miths, London, as well as the private
agrieved party. '

And the Makers and Workers of
fuch Counterfeit Works are fubjeced
to the Wardens and Companies pow-
er to Correct and Punifh inas full and
ample manner as’' fuch Workers who
cover Tin with Silver mentioned in
their Charter. -

Vil further add fomething that may

be wfeful tothem that know it not, to
prevent their being deceived with the
Counterfeit Coyn, that (notwithfFanding
the great Care ufed by onr Governors to
prevent it) is continnally made and vended
amongft us. Fherefore they are to Ob-

ferve,

Firft, That there is one fort of un-
lawful Money, that is made {o, (of the
lawful

e ———
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lawful Coyn) by Clipping or Filing,
or both , or otherwife lightening or
impairing the fame,

Secondly, There is another fort of
unlawful Counterfeit Money, made
with the mixture of a little Silver and
other bafer Metal, which by artificial
working, boyling and finifhing, will
be made much like in Countenance,
and near as paffable as good Money.

Thirdly, There is another fort of:
unlawful Money, made of {olid Cop-
per or Brafs,and covered or cafed over
{on the flat parts as thick as paper,and
on the edges near as thick as a fix
pence) with good Silver, and is com-
monly as paffable as the other. |

Fourthly, There is another fort of
Counterfeit Money made only of fine
hardened Tin, which comes near (at
firft making) to the colour of good
Silver Money. |




and Silver Tlates.

L For the knowing of thefe (one from
\ another and all) from the Lawful Coyn,
Note further,

. Of the Firft, The good Silver Coyn
 that isclipt, filed or leffened, although
 thereby made unlawful, yet accord-

ing as it is more or lefs by thefe ways

abuled, the people do receive or re-
fule it, as they can agree,

Of the Second, This fort, although
‘when artificially finifht, it much re-
{embles the proper Silver Coyn, yet
it camiot be {o cunningly done, but it
may be difcovered by its different
-afpet from the-good , if that give
caufe of {ufpition, rub either the edge
or flat part of it upon a dry board that
hath gravelly or gritty matter on it,
as the ftep ot a ftair, or fuch like ; or
elfe when the furface or out-part of

the edge is a little rubb'd off, rubiton

a good clean Touch-ftone, as aforeis
directed ; And if it be falfe, you will
thereby dilcover it: Or elle take a
Goldfmith’s Graver made fharp, and
enter it in fome part of the flat of the
Money

e Tl
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Money. asif you begun to engrave it,
and in that hole or entrance (by view-
ing it in the light) if bad, it will ap-
pear in its yellowith colour.

Of the Third. This fort is alwayes§
different from the good Silver Money
thus, (towit) as the good Silver Mo-*
ney.hath frequently (I mean the old"
Money ) fmall cracks on the edges’
thereof, which is made by the forging
it ; {othis fort of Counterfeit Money
is generally {mooth on the edges with-
out fuch Cracks ; and asthe good Mo-
ney will (being let fall or thrown flat
ona f{olid Board) ring fhrillifh ; fo this}
{ort of bad Money, by reafon, its Cales
of Silver cannot be {o united to its¥
body of Brafs or Copper, but it will
(if let fall or thrown as aforefaid)lound®
like Lead, where thefe figns give caule®
of fufpicion, the ufe of a Graver, asi
aforefaid, will plainly difcover it.

Of the Fourth. This fort is eafilys
difcovered thus, (that is tofay) it can=
not be avoided but its countenance
will look much duller or darker th'it 1

the
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the good Money ; and 'if you bite it,
you may make greater impreffions
thereon with your teeth than on the
good Coyn, for. it is fofter, and much
eafier to be bent (either between the

teeth, orin fome Chink lor Joynt of
boards) then good Money.

There may be other forts of Coun-
terfeit Silver Money, and other ways
- todilcover the [ame. But to enlarge
this Difcourfe on the Critick-Niceties
of what is, or may be obferveable
therein, and the Laws in force con-
cerning the fiame, would not onely
fwell this, but be matter for another
Volume: Therefore I will only add,
That Ingenuous perfons , being well
acquainted with the Particulars of the
foregoing Treatife, and thefe plain
Rules here laid down, And by their
care toobferve nicely, the proportion,
Stamp, countenance; and weaying, of the
good Money , will eafily difcern its
difference from the Counterfeit. And
as thé Connterfeiting, Clipping, Round-
ing, Walbing, Filing, Impairing, Dimi-
nifbing, Falfifying, Scaling or Lighten-

fﬂg':
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ing,(for wicked lucre fake) the proper
Money or Coyns of this Realm,isHigh
Treafon, by thefe Statutes, (to wit)
25 Fd.3.2. and § £/ 11.and 18 £l1.
And the aétors of thefe Crimes, their
Counfellers, Confenters, or Ayders °
therein, to be punifhed accordingly:
So the counterfeiting the Sterling or
Standard Gold or Silver of this Realm,
in any Works or Wares whatfoever,
both the working, felling, expofing to -
{ale, exchanging or bartering thereof,
is feverely punifhable, as is afore made
manifeft: And it may be faid of the =
unlawful Money, as of the unlawful -
Gold and Silver Works, That if the
People would (as they may) be fo In-
genuous to know and refufe them, the

maker of either would foon defilt &

from fuch unlawful Imployments.

~ Here
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Here followeth a Catalogue
of the Names of the feveral For-
raign Silver Coynsthat are brought
into thisKingdom, as Bulloin, with
the particular weight of cach Coyn,
And their particular Allay and Va-
lue, according to the aforefaid Stan-

S

dard of 11 0§) 2 dwt: accounting
the fame at § s. the Ounce Troy.

Being very ufeful for all Workers in
Silver, or Traders in the faid Mo-
neys, for their ready knowing the
worth of every of them, without
being at the trouble or charge of
making Aflays thereof,

Holland
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Holland Dollar — ] -
Lyon Dollar —— [ 17 13-,-"
Duckatoon of Flanders o1 ' 00 22 =
Rix-Dollar of the Eipire ‘ oo 18 u§ =
Mexico Real e 0o - 17 ‘12 'S4
Sevil Real VR, ' 00 17 12 —
0!d Cardecy — 00; 06 31
French Lewis ——— 1,90, 1711 8%
Donble Milrez, of Portugal O 14. 4 W
Single Milrez of Pﬂrruéal '+ 00 07 @ 2.8
St, Murk of Venice @ — co “10' 4
Double Dutch Styver — 3 00 oOr .0
Crofi Dollar ~—— 1 Isin 300 18, oo N
Zealand Dollar — ( weight | o0 13 co =
Old Philip Dollay or O
Ferdinando Dollar 1623 L o0 18 e
Prince of Orange Dollar 154 | | .00 318 6 7
Leopoldus Dollar 1624 ¥ I 00. I8 28
Rodolphus Dollzr 1607 ¢ Qo I§ ‘7w
Maoximilian Dollar 1616 oo’ 18 2 9
Danifp Dollar 1620 - Yoo 13 oW
+ Portugal Tefton —_— 0o 0§ <
The Quarter of 4 mn:g_ ‘1 00 04 9 =
French Lewis
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