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Was 71
|{ the family

'.'.lthf'ul

(dined as usual in the servants’
{drinking a glass of ale, fell bat,l\wazda

¢ ﬂ,‘“ /3. (D18
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n mqﬁest was taken at bmcomﬁelu on qatnr-

dav last, by Thomas Plaistowe, Esq. ‘one of the
oroners for this county, on the body of Mr., Joshua

t Butler’s Court, the seat of Mrs, Burke. \udut
Died by the z*zszmzzpn. of God.
years of age ; had been near forty years in
of the l'ltP Right Hon. Ldmund Burke,
& bailiff;, by whow he was much respected as a
honest servant:—the day on which he
ied he appeared to be in petﬁu health, had
Lail,
and ex-
red numedldtely | |

Wade, who died suddenly the preceding evening

The dec,edsed |

and while | th




Country News. |

et — \
Salisbury, Jan. 15.—On Wednesday last, at the!|
County Conrt, at Pevizes, by virtue of a second |
writ issued fpr that purpose, a Jury was empannel-
led before Mr, Tinney, who presided for the Sheriff;

| to assess the damage in an action 'of trespass
brought by Tsaac Simking against Henry. Hunt, Esq.
for destroying game upon the plaintifl’s estate.—

! Mr, Casherd, Council for the plaintitf, opened the
case, and the trespuiss was proved by Richard Morti=
mer,  On the cruss-examination, a question being

| proposed to the witness whether the plaintiff had
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“Satrday last, a gixl of tne’ name of Sophia ||
~Véaver, ubout six or seven.yearsiof age, who
had gone to the fields at Dowhsule, in the
parish Yof Backwetl, Somersetshire,. “to pick
bliackberries, was missed by her parents. A
diligent search was made after her by several
of the neighbours, untl twelve o'clock at mght,
without etfect,  Inthe course of their search,
they found a deep pit, covered over with bram-
bles and long wrass, from which, many years |
since, lead-ore had been extraeted, amd to
which they were Ted by the barking of a dog
belongiug tothe father of thecluld.  The giass,

it appeared, had recently been frampled upons
: LA

but the lateness of the evening deterred  tlivse
who were in search of her from descendogr,
In the morving, however, ti;t‘:.' returied, @fd
two men were et down o with ropes; when, to
their great astonishment, the child was found
in one of the lanes leading feom the pit, stand- |
ing upright and free from injury, excepting
the hLittle ‘hurt she. had recewved i - being |
seratched with the bram! Lhe
of the chitld was still mede remak
fier having tetired into the lane, a5 the’ men,
in their descent, had rolled down several large
lI"‘-'l:'srlnr-'.|1-i. of the rock, which - st otherwise
hare inevitably dashed her to 'tnl.l._-.‘l'-. - Bhe
reimained 14 hours ino the pity' Tts depth s
wpwards of 100 {eet, |
_ AWInGRESL was held yesterday at the Lord Wel-
lingon, i Compton-sireet, Tottenham-court .road,
on thabody of Evwarp Epwanps, aged 36, who re-
sided a1t Now 2, Thornhaugh-mews, Thornhauzh-street.
Mr Asir, the landlord of the Southampron Arus, in
Tottenhamconri-rond, deposed that on Tuesday
tight the 1|vcr.u_~(~d eane into his house n' a siate of
O XCERIYE [luxication, and took a2 _seal in one of the
buxes; he gave kim no ligeor, and at eleven o’clock
ordered the house 1o be cleared for the purpose ol
Ilhli!lllll,-,? np; wiien on going up to the deceased, who
!-\'uu !l!_llll'}'\r with ks head ]r.-ﬂi:llﬂgun a talile, e Dund him
in a lifeless state, apparently sullocated; he sent for a
surgeon, and Me, Bitcuann came and examined the
deceased, and had Lim conveyed o his Lome, Mr.
Birerary, snrgeon, deposed that e attended the de.
ceased | Lis death was ocensioned by drinking srdent
SPIFHS to excess, It inflamed his siomach o "a suor-
prising degree, and by three o'clock on Wednesday
:“:{r: rix.lt.!f l.f."fl’_'a:f“ﬁ‘-‘**—‘--"u:'d;:t—“ Died from ex-

reservalion

25,

e also, . 1

e ———aa..

fonrt. 1822 .

Yeslerday, about welve velock, a merehant of
the name of Levy, o Haydon-square, threw Lim -
self’ from the top ef he Motument, and was dash-
ed to pieces. He weat to the peison who has the
charge of the Moumaent, and said he expected 1o
medt three (adies nere ; the man requested he
would come to the ire ; aftér waitinZ some tine,
Lie paid his money, and said he would go up; and
requested he wouldiend the ladies to Wim. 1!1 a
few minutes it was buad that he had thrown him-
seil from the tap. Me. Levy had been on "Change
about 11 o'clock, pefectly well, and had made ap-
poitments with sevral gentlemen to meet them
in the afternoon: 1 is stated that his mother and
gister died lunatic.

— ———
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FATAL IN$TANCE OF OVEREXRBRTION.—\ march of AP
cricket was played on Fricay laft, near Totieridge, ¢
Herts, between two young men of the names of
Grece and Corperoy, whch was fo well maintain.
ed, that 23 and 45 runs weremade in the firlt innings.
—Grecs was caught out after making thirty-two
runs in the fecand innings, Corpero¥ went in, and
madé feven runs 3 heagain it the ball, and ran, bue
on arriving at the wicket ke 'ell down and expired.
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1216 Beard's Theatre of God's Judaments,
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108, O0de.awsth, 1648

C gk FAT TP

dfﬁ}éﬂaﬁﬂtt;t? "F:’.“"ﬁhf"{{!‘%’ IE?. Leen revived at smm.':l
of | winual teams an the Viest-Ruding of Yorkshire. At |
Milholm, near Huddersfield, a large company assembled !

}mflj}. to en;u;‘lthns gport, whurj the enraged anunal, break- .
ng from N8 ring, made a furious run at o numbrer of hig |

persecutors, and selectin

iz one ffom the rkst; levelled him

:;uh the dust,  On inguiry it tarned out, thut the Lull had |
isplayed more sagacity than usually falls to his race, fof |r
the person selected for his vengeance was hiis own mastet. |
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T
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S ML vesnmvery Wi el o e, L )
Om Sunday evening last; a3 a waggon belonzing
to Mr. Hunt, of this c' iy, carrier, was passing|
over Wheatley Bridge, whicl is dow tunder repair,
it was met by a coach, on which the wagroner very
Irruqi:-uri_i,' .-a.1|;_-!|]|1_.c:| his team to let the coach :1i'.:-'-!-',"
{ but by a smack of the coachman’s whip, the wag-
gon horses suddenly started aside, sprang forward,
and there being no parapet wall, the shaft horse
fell beside the bridge, “The driver, with great pre-
sence of mind, anid at the peril of his own life, in-
stantly cut the barness, and extricated the horse
from the shafts, or the whole team must bave been
Fr.,-m:]:_ml;:.l into the river, Ir:-__:'rl]h:l' with the wag-
oon, i which were three women passengers. e
readers will more; readily conceive the dangerous
situation. and . providential escape of the whale,
when it is knowiy that the waswon was saved by
anlw half the breadih of a wheel, which, from its
rl_lii-;_';'lllll'-'\_-:,1 in being [1!._".|]}' tired, if 15 F!1'|.l||":'.‘-'-l:'lii_,
prevented its slipping. It was two hours béfore the
horse could be gat out of, the water, and it 15 with
pleasure e add, that the amimal is likely to do

5 well.

il am Gireeny a BFegn

top of the monumest, and Lon
pieces : The cun.u:-m"sj-.ur" Fegeniy
denta] Death. on, til

Themas ﬁ.-:'_:'.:l,:";-,." 2 blind ~earl of
baker at Bromizy 10 Kent, the Fri
cart, or ride about the Evarya
which he delivered with L . Fo.,
.1:1n|.w.1.'. IT--:Irm__F':.r,:.-:..'r_::' 2 the 1
ing home an his ‘mafter's e ]
wWenRt in at l;i'-hu:';«', andn £
the wound was (o far ¢
abroad, when {ome indi JEOMDL G
him fronp liguors, an in  BALE li§
grtne enfued. —I¢ ‘'was f (D the
this blind man, that hey = roomed
where were many hoxles © the faid
catchany ons that was ¢ cygared|
frigate

COMme o

Joe

Ford's (Simon) Discourse concerning God's Jodgment ;

with the Narrative ¢ wmeerning the Man whose hands

and lees roted off in Stalfordshire

H
1847 Gaflarel’s Unlieard of Craclties
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GODS IVDGE-
MENT S:

Reuifed, and augmented.

Wherein 1s reprefented the admirable

juftice of God againit all notorious finners, both
great and fmall , but efpecially againft the moft eminent
perfons of the world , whoie tranfcendent power
breaketh thorow rhc barres of humane Iuftice ¢
deduced b:,* the order of the Com-
mandements,

Collected out t‘?f 51'{1:(.1' E¢ .-;.-,'.-_*’Jf.- i ’hn”‘l and j’}.ﬁ'!pf,iu_:,'fs
‘Hiftories, Now th virdly Prm':’i and encreafed with
many more Examples.

By the firft Author thereof, T 1 0. B = ar p, Doétor
of Diuinitie, and Preacher of the Word of God i
the Towne of Hwntirgton,
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1 Printedby A o a w Is r 19, for Michael Sparke,
and arcmbc fould at the Blew Biblein Greene
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TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFVLL,
Mafter Maior , the Aldermen, and Bur-
gefles of the Towne of Hun-

tington.

>\ Hom-to [bould T rather dedi-
G case vhis bookesthan toyou the
&)/ principall Members ‘of  this
A/IED) ‘Corporation , wherein F bane
2 lined thirty yeares compleat,
' Fin <V and have painefully preached

| the Word of God contoyou, andled my life with=
| out fcandall. But befides,there are diners catfes
| shat mowed me to dedicdte it cunto you : Firf}, to
(bew my thankfilnes to allthofe that [Jood faith=

Fully for me inthe late bufinesof the Lecture,not-

with(Fanding the oppofition of [ome malignant fpi-
yits. Secondly, Thav I being now old,and readieto
lay doson this earthly tabernacle,might leaue fome
linely monumens behind me chat might preach yn-
20 you When I am gan,tbat when ye read this booke
youmay [ay,Behold,D. Beard being dead f1il prea~
cheth vutovs. Thirdly,becaufe thefe Tudgements
velated in the booke, much concerne the fius of this
| towne, which being a thoroso=faire (as all others
| of that kind)is (ubiect to many diforders by the ba-

! A 1y fer
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The Epiﬁ]e Dedicatorie,

Jer fort of people.  Now as wee [ée, Murtherers

bang vpon gibbets o terrifie others from commip-
ving the like falts,fo here are thoufands as it sepe
bung copon gibbets,zo tervifiervs from thefe fins,
and to bring vsro repentance, Gods quiner & full
of venomed arrowes, and bis Boyw alwayes bent,
and when bz [booteth thereis wo wayto efcape. My
laft reafonswhy I dedicateit 2o yout, M. Magor,is
becaufe you yoere my [choller and Orought vp in my
boufe, which mu(? needs crease in mee a greater
loe and affection toswards you. Now Vnderftand,
that the Iudgements contcined in this booke do uog
concernethofethat finme out of weaknes and in fiy-
mity,but of malice and prefumption.: againe, that
tbough they baue commitred thofe finnes yet if the y
repent they [hall be freed from the Iudgemenss .
and lasily, that though they efcapethefe temporall
plagues.yes if they doe tios repens, they (hallenduye
moft horrible plagues in the world to come, shich
1 befeech the Lord to deliver youfrom. The Lord
ble([e and keepe you for euermore.

Your louing Paftor,

LT a0, Bearnp.
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L he Preface.

[ o o HI to auoid and efchew viee (accor-
LN o D T‘ ding to the faying of the Poct) be

"iii_,ﬁ 9 }ﬁ- ] ‘t::!u{ fe vertue, and as it were the
ffﬁf?—qﬂ l*_-:, | frft degree of wifedome 5 then it

| isa nece (Tary point, to krow what
. vice & vertue is,and todifcernethe
cuilland good which either of them bring forth, to
the end to beware left we dafh our felues vnawares
"'gii[‘lﬂl vice inftead of vertuc, and bec aught with
the deceitfullbaits thereof.For this caufe the greac
and famous Philofopher, about to lay open the na-
t,ur: of moral 'fl;:*rtuas(:tr:cordinn to that knowledge
nd light which nature :lxhrdfd him)contented not
mm!elﬁmtha fimple nartation of the propertics,cf-
fence,& obie& of them, but oppofed to euerie ver-
tue oneach {ide the contrarie and repugnant vice;to
theend tharac the fight of them , being fo out of
fquare,fo hurtful &pumtmm vertue it felfe might
be more admirable, and in greater efteem. And for
this caufe alfo God himfelfe,our foveraigne & per-
fect lawgiuer, that he might fafhion & fit vsto ‘the
mould of true & folid vcrtut vieth oftner negatine
prohibitions than affirmatine co ymmandments in his
law ;to the end aboue all things to diftraét & turne
vs from euill ; s wherenntowe are of our felues too
A liij too




The Preface,

too much inclined. Andas by this,meane fin is dif-
couered and made knowne vnto vs,{o isthe punifh-
mentalfo of finfet before our eyes, by thofe threat-
nings and curfes which are there denounced:to the
end that whom the promifes of life and faluation
could not allure and perfuadeto doe well, them the
teare of punifbment (which followeth fin as afha-
dow doth the body)might bridle and reftrain from
giuing them ouer to impietie. Now then if the verie
threatnings oughtro ferue for fuch good vie, fhall
not the executionand performance of them ferue
much more ¢ to wit, when the tempeft of Gods
wrath is not only denounced,but alfo thrown down
effeGtually vpon the heads of the mightie ones of
the world, when they are difobedient and rebelli-
ousagain{t God. And hereupon the Prophet faith,
That when Gods judgements are vpon earth, then the
Inhabstants learne juftice. And doubtleffe itis moft
true, that cuery one ought to reap profit to himfelfe
by fuch examples,as well them which are prefented
daily to their view by experience, as them which
haue bin done intimes paft,and are by benefir of hi-
ftorie preferued from oblivion. And in thisregard
hiftorie isaccounted averie neceffaric and profita-
blething,for that in recalling to minde the truth of
things paft, which otherwife would be buried ig fi-
Ience,it fetteth before vs fuch effc @s(as warnings &
admonitions touching good and euill) and layeth
verrue and vice fo naked before our eyes, with the
punifhments or rewards iufli®ed or beftowed vpon
the followers of each of them, that it may juftly be
called an calicand profitable apprentifhip ot fchole

for
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The Preface.

for euery man to learne to get wifedome at another
mans coft. Henceitis that Hiftorie is termed of the
antient Philoflophers, T he record andregifier of Tinse,
réc:’{f{w of Trueth,and the m;ffrrff e ;rmf:'ﬂ-::rfu'?{g‘-;g affe
of manslife - infomuch as vnder the perfon of ano-
ther man it teacheth and inftru&eth all thofe that
applie their minds vnto it,to gouerne & cary them-
{elues vertuoufly and honeftly in this life. Where-
forethey delerue great praife and commendation,
that haue taken paines to inrolle and put in writing
the memorable aéts and occurrents of their times,
to communicate the fame totheir pofteritic : for
there the high and wonderfull workes of God doe
moft clecrely, and as it were tothe view, prefent
rhemfelues,as his jufticeand prouidence : whereby
albeithe guideth and direGeth efpecially his own,
to wit, thofe that in afpeciall and fingular manner
worfhip and truft in him (as by the facred hiftories,
touching the ftate and gouernment of the antient
and primitiue Church,itmay appeare) yet he cea-
ceth not for all that to ftrerch the arme of his pow-
er ouer all, and to handle and rule the prophanc and
vnbeleening ones at his pleafure ; for he hath a fo-
ueraigne empire and predominance ouer all the
world. And voto him belongeth the diretion and
principall conduc of humane matters , in fuch fore
that nothing in the world commeth to paffe by
chance oraduenture, but onely and alwaies by the
prefcription of his will 3 according to the which he
ordereth and difpofeth by a ftrairand dire& mori-
on,as well the generall as the particular,and that af-
tera (trange and admutable order: And thisa man
may




The Preface.,

may perceive, ifhe would but marke and confider
the wholebodie, but efpecially the end and iffue of
things: wherein the great and meruailous vertues
of God,as his bounty, juftice, and power, doe moft
cleerly thine ; when he exaltethand fanoreth fome,
and debafeth and frowneth vpon others , blefieth
and profpereth whom he pleafe, and on the contra.
rie,curfeth and deftroieth whom he pleafe,and chat
deferueit. Iris heealfo which ere@eth principali-
ties, and whichmaintaineth commonwealchs, king-
domes, and empires,vntil by the fum and weight of
theiriniquities they finke themfelues into ruineand
deftruétion. And hereinis he glorified by theexe-
cution ot his moft jult and righteous judgeménts,
when the wicked,after the long abule of his lenitie,
benignitie, and pamnct doe rEr:r:m:: the wages and
reward of their iniquities. Inthis(I fay once again)
{bineth out the wonderfull and incompre henlible
viledome of God, when by the due ordering of
things fo dificrent and fo many,he commeth ftill o
one and the fame marke which he once prefcribed,
towit, the punifhment of the world according to
_their demerits. And this fame is moft manifeft and
| apparant euen in the hiftories of prophane Wiriters,
\'ﬂb it in their purpofe it was neuer intended nor
thought vpon, nor yet regarded almoft of any that
?rcﬁd the fame ; men conrenting themfelues for the
E | moft part with the fimple recital of the ftory,there-
Linto cake pleafure and pafle away time,without re-
| fpeting any further matter : Notwithftanding the
“true and principall vle of their writings oughtto
be, diligently to marke the effects of Gods proui-
dence

-----



The Preface.

dence and of his juftice, whereby to learneto con-
taine our felues withinthe bounds of modeftie and
the feare of God ; fecing that they which haue car-
ried themfelues any thing vprightly inequity, tem-
pfranc::,:md other paturall vertues , haue beene in
fome fort fpared ;and the reft (bearing the punifb-
ment of their iniquities) haue falleninto ruine and
deftruétion.

This confideration ought to perfuade euery man
to turne from euill, and to follow that which is
good, [ecing thatthe Lord fheweth himfelfe fo in-
cenfed againftall them which lead a wicked, dam-
riable;and peruerfelife. Andthisis the caufe why
I, hauing noted the greatand horrible punifhmenes
wherewith the Lotd in moft righteous judgement
hath {fcourged the world for finnc,according tothat
which is contained as well infacred as prophane his
ftories ; hauing gathered them together, and forted
them one after another intheir fencrall roomes, ac-
cording to the dinerfitie of the oftences, and order
and courfe of time, which as neereas I could] en-
deanoured tofollow, to the end to lay downe,as it
were in one table,and voder one afpeét the greatand
fearefull judgements of God vpon them that haue
rebelled or repugned his holy will. And this Idoe
not with purpofe to comprehend them all (forthac
were notonely difficult, but impoffible ) butto lay
openthe moft notable and remarkeable ones that
came to my knowledge ; to the end that the moit
wicked, diffolute, and difordered finners, that with
loofe reines runne fiercely after their luft,if the ma-
nifeft tokens of Gods feucritic prefented before
thCLE




The Prefuce.

their eyes do nottouch them, yet theclond and
multitude of examples, through the fight of the in-
enitable anger and vengeance of God vpon euill li-
uers, might terrific and fomewhar curbe them, Per-
jurers, Idolaters, Blafphemers, and other fuch wic-
ked and prophane wretches,with murderers,whore-
mongers, adulterers, rauifhers,and tyrans, fhall here
fee by the mifchief that hath fallen vpontheir likes,
that which hangeth before their eyes, and is readie
tolay hold of them alfo. Foralbeit fora timethey
{lcepe intheir finnes and blindencfie, delighting in
their pleafures,and taking fporcin cruelties and euil
deeds, yet they draw after them the line wherwith
(being more enfnared thanthey were aware) they
are taken and drawne to their finall deftruétion,
And this may teach and aduertife both thofe
that arenot yet obftinate in their finnes, to bring
themf{elues to fome amendment 4 and thofe that
feare God alreadie, to ftrengthen and encourage
them in the purfuit and continuance in their good
courfe. Forif God (hew him{elfe fo feverea reuen-
ger of their finsthat take pleafure in difpleafing him,
there is no doubt but onthe contrary hee will fhew
himfelfe bountifull, gratious,and liberall in rewar-
ding all therm according to his promife which feeke
to pleafe him,and conforme theirliues vato his wil.
Great and {mall,yongand old,mcn and women,and
all other ,of what degree and condition foeuer,may
here learse at other mens charges, how to gouerne
themfelues in dutie towards God, and betwixt
them(elues, by a holic and vnblameable life in mu-
tuall peace and vnitie 5 and by fbunning and ef-
chewing
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The Preface.

chewing finne, againftthe which God ( amoftiuft
Iudge) poureth forth his vengeance, evenvponthe
heads of them thatare guiltie thercof. Befide;here
is ample matter and argument to ‘ftop the mourhes
ofall Epicuresand Atheifts of ourage,and to leaue
them confounded intheir errours, ‘{ecing that fuch
and fomany eccurrentsand punifhments are mani-
feft proofes, thacthere is a Godaboue tharguideth
the fterne of the world, and that taketh care of hu-
manc matters,and that is iuft in punifhing the vnjuft
and malicious. Againe,whereasfo much euill, and
fo many fins haue reigned and fwayed folong time,
and do yet reigneand fway vpon the earth, we may
behold the huge corruption and peruerfitic of man-
kind,and the rottenfruits of that worme-eatenroot,
Originall fin : when we are notdireéted nor guided
by the holy Spirit of God, but left vato our owne
nature. And hereby true faithfull Chriftians may
take occafion {o much the more toacknowledge the
great mercie & fingular fauorof God toward them,
in that they being receiued to mercie, are renewed
toa better conuerfation of life than others.In bricf,
amanmay here learne (if he be notaltogether void
ofjudgement and vnderftanding) to haue fin in ha-
tred and deteftation, confidering the wages and re-
ward thereof ;and how the juftice of God purfueth
it continually, cuen to the extreameft execution,
whichis both fharpe and rigorous.

Touching the word Iudzement, 1 haue imitated
the language ofholy Scripture : wherein as the or-
dinances and Commandements of God are called

: [udge-




The Preface:

Tudgements, becaufe in them iscontained nothing i
but that which is jult,right,and equall : fo likewife %_i
the punifbments inflited by God vponthe delpi. (ol

{ers of his Commandements are called by the fame
name, asin Exod. 6. 6. 2 Ghronic. 20, x2. ¢ 22. 8.
EZech.5.8.¢° 11.9. and clfewhere, becaufe they
alfoareas inft as the former, proceeding from '
sone other fountaine {aueche molt righteous

judgement of God ; whereof none _
cancomplaine but vn- M
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The names of the Authours from

whom the moft part of the examples contained
in rlusbonkc are colleted.

Mﬂﬁ:, andother fa- Saluftius.

cred Wrikers.
Tertullian.
Cyprian.
Enﬁﬂ; e,
Socrates. Theodoret,
Sozomenes.
Nicephor. Ruffinus.
Suidas,
L a{*rj It iffome.
Lutber,
Hlyricus.
Herodotus.
Té:;r:,r,ft’: des.

Dion, H .-:f)'!‘;:#‘ﬁ.{m’ff.f :

Diodorus Stculus.
Pﬂfjéf}gx, Plutarch.
Herodian, Dyon,
Pryrﬁpig;, ;
Tornandes.,
Agathins.
Elianus.

Tit. Lintus,

Suetonius.

Corn. T atttus.

Amm. Marcellinus.

Tneftinus.

Fifrn?piff.r.

Lampr. idins.

Sjﬁ ariianus.

Flautus V ﬂpffrr

Cu {yﬁn.mm

Grg ﬁ i,

A oINS,

Gregor. Turonen Jf.:'_r.

Anton. Volfcus.

Panius Diacovus.
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Olaus magnns Gothus.
Jéffe"m“

Anton. Pan0rmit anus,

AEneas Silnins.

Rauifius.

Hieronymus Martus,

wAlexander abAlexandro.

Petrus




Retrus Pramonftratenfis,
Mich. Ritius Neapolstanus.
Fulgofins.

Fran, Picus Mirandula.
Bembys.

Antorius Bonfinsus,
Munfterus. '

Toban. Wierns.

Platina. Nauclerus.
Fincentius.

Hugo Cluniacenfis.
Benno Balens.

G AGHInYS,

Pauluys «Bmilius.
Difcipnlus de Tempore.
Alts and Monumenis.
Carion, Chronicon.

Ee{d.

Tofephus,

Manlyf Colleitanea
Stow Chronica.
Froy(fard.

Engucrran de Mﬂﬂﬂm’.

Phlip de Comines,
Nicholas Gilles.
Guicciardine,

Panlss Tosts.
BenZoin Milanoss.
Iob. Fincelins,
Centurie Magdeburg.
A bbas F’r{@mrgs%.
Phils s M elanéthon,
$les dﬁ?ﬁ‘m.

Lanquet. C hronica,
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Iudgementsof God fent vpon the World for their
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CHAP. I

Tonching the Corruption and Pernerfiti of this
World, bow great it is,

¥ VEN as one that taketh plea-
& » lureto behold a pleafantand delightfom
place, a piece of grotind couered and
painted wich all manner of fine fowers,
a garden decked, and asitwere cloathed
with exquifit plants and fruitfull trees, is

e much grieued {o foonas he perceiueth all

= < this beautic and pleafure fuddenly to be
withered and {coreched b}' the violence of {ome {:-mr:,gjm:s tCIT=
paft:orif hebe conftrained ro caft his eyes from them, vpon fome
other placeby, alleraggic and partched, full of briers and bram.
bles. Inlike fort; aman cannot chufe but be {ore grieued and dif-
content , when hee beholdeth on the one fide the wholefome
light of the Sunne, whereby the heauens do many yyayes diftill
' : 7 B.24 their
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their fauors vpon this World, gloridtifly to aduance it felfe: on the
other {ide hee perceiueth fuch an army of thicke clouds and pal-
pable darknctle, fromwhence fuch a number of diforders and hur-
liburliesdoarife, that moft ftrangely disfigure theface of the whole
world : when that hee which ought tobegentle and peaceable, is
become mifchicuous and quarrellous: in ftead of becing trueand
fingle hearted, difloyalland deceicfull : in ftesd of becing modc#t,
well gouerned , and courteous, is proud, cruell, and diffoluce :
in ftead of feruing of God, ferueth his ownehumours and affeét i
ons: Which kini of behauiour is too common and viuall ; for
thereis not any kinde of wickednefTe which is not found in this
ranke. Vngodlinefle vomiteth vp his furie together with iniu-
ftice, in thofe men of whome it is faid, There & none that vn-
derffandeth or fecketh after God:their throat isane pen fepulchre,they
Ufé deceit in their tongnes, sie psyfonof e Alpes is vnder their lippes,
:.i':lg hasne nothing intheir mouthes but curfing andbitterne(fe, their
Jeet are fwift to fhed blond : deftruttion and mifery is in their waies:
and they base notk nowne the way of peace : Infumme,, the feare
of Godis not before their eyes. From whence it commeth, that be-
ing not reftrained by any bridle, like vntamed colts broke loofe,
they gine the full fivinge to their beld and violent atfeétions,
ruoning fiercely toall flchinelle and mifchicfe : and beeing thus
enraged, fome of them, with horrible blafphemies ( moft villa-
noully ) fpeake and doe in defpight of God, and denie him
thar created them, and fent them into the Wozld : Othersare not
afhamed to bee open forfweares of themfelucs , violaring and
breaking euerie promife, wichout regard of faith or honeftie, O-
thers, as they areof crucll and bloudienacures , (o they doe not
ceale to excrcife thefe their narures by outragious pra&tifes : to
fome of them whoredomes and adulreries are nojmore cfteemed,
thanas {ports and paftimes, whereof they boaft and vant them-
fclues: to another fore, coulenings, extortions, and roberies, are
erdinarie exercifes, whereof they make their beft cecupations.
All which euils arefo common and fo vfuall ar this time among(t
men,, that the World [eemech truely to beenothing elfe buc an oce-
an full of hidious monfters, or a thicke forreft full of theeues and
sobbers, or {ome horible wildernete wherein the inhabitanes ;]?F
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Gods Tudgements) ! inthisage,

che carth, bcing (anageand vnnaturall , void of {enée andreafon, 3
arc transforned into bruite beafts , fome like Tygres or Lyons, o-
thers like Woluesor Foxes, others like Dogges and Swire : O%
finfull nasion (would the man of Godfay it heliued ac this houre) 1fay 14-
apeople laden with iniquitie, afeed of the wicked, corrupt children,
they bane forfaken the Lord, they hane prousked the holy one of 1f-
rael to anger,The noble and high minded are proud to difdaine the
lower, and readie alwaiesto {inite them; making their countenance
ale with vices and oaches : the magiftrate partiall and full of
Erihcs, ouerthroweth cquitic 3 the marchane couetous and defi-
2 rous of gaine, remembrech not his integricie: nor the labourer his
fimplicitie. And fo vertue in meft men lyeth buried, pictic ba-
nifhed, juftice oppreiled, and honeftie troden vader foor: infuch
fort, tha all things being as i were ouerthrown and turned vplide
downe, men {pcakeeuill of good, andgood of euill , accounting
darkneflclight,and Jight darkenelle, fower {weet, and fivect fow-
er. And by fuch diforder it commeth to palle, that the moft vertu-
ous are delpifed, whileft naughtie-packes and vicious fellowes are

efteemed and made much of,

CHAP. I
What the canfe is of the great ouerflow of Vice
in this age.

28 F we would confider from whence ic is that
gl this great diforder and corruption of man-
ners doth arife,wee fhould finde efpecially
r thatitis becaufetheworld euery day grow 2
eth worfe & worfe,according tothefaying
a of our Sauierand Redeemer (Chrift Iefus
: X the fonne of God) Thatinthe larer daies Mat.24.12.
L8 BT’ ®J) (which are thefe wherein we liue) Zniguity
[hall be encreafed, And herein we fhall perceiuceuen thejuft venge-
ance of God tolight vpon the malice and vnchankfulnetfe of men,
¢0 whom when he would draw neere,todoe geod vnto by oEﬂJng
chem the cleere light of his fauour, the more they ftriucto alienate
and keepe themfclues aloofe from him, and arcf; ofarrefrom being
: Sl e beties
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bettered thereby, that they (hew themfelues 4 prear deale more 1ria
licious and ebftinate than euer they did before: noc vnlike to thofe
who by nature br:ing bleare eyed,and ﬂ:ndcrIEghttd,arcr:{thcr da-
zled and dimmed by the Sun beames,than any wayes enlighteneds
{0 men in ftead of growing better, grow worle, and cuery day add
fome increafe to their wickednetle : to whom alfe Inany great men
giue elbow-roome and permiffion to finne, whileft juftice flumbe-
reth,and the not punifhing of mifdecds giteth them libertie and
boldneflt to commir their wickedneffe:{o thar fome of thefemigh-
ticones fhew themfelues buelittle betcer than the ocher A mi{chief
tobelamented aboue the reft, drawing after itan horrible ouer.
How ofalleuils, and like a violent ftreare fpoyling euerie where
as it goeth: when as they thar ought o gouerne the fterne of the
Commonwealth, lecallgo atrandome, fufferin g themfelues to” be
recked alleepe with che falfe and deceitfull lullabie of effaeminare
pleafures and delights of the flefh s or at Jeaft letting themfelues
be carried headlong by thetempeft of their owne ftrong and furi-
ous paflions,into imminent danger of (hipwrecks : when astheiy
carctull watchfulnetle and modeftic, accompanied with the traine
of other goodand commendable vertues, oughe ro ferue them for
{ailscables,ankrs,mafts,& skuctles,whereby o gouerne and diret
the Velel whofe ftcerfeman they areappointed, and thofe that are
their charge,to whom they oughe to giue a good example of life,

o

and to be vnro them asit werea glatle of verte: for they are fet a-
loft asit were vpon a ftage, to be gazed at of enery commer. Their
faules and vicesare like foule (porsand fears in the face, which can-
not by any meanes behid, And cherefore they oughtto be careful
to lead an honeft and vertuous life, chat thereby they mighe per-
{uadeand mouethe meaner {ort of peopleto dothelike: Foririsa
true{aying of the Philofo pher, Like Prince,iike People s 1nfomuch
that cuery one defireth to frame himfelfe according tothe humour
of his fuperior,whofe wil and mannersferue [imply for alawro do
euill: tothe which men vie by taking any occafion too haftily to
giuethemfelues ouer with too much libercie:whereupon followeth
an varecouerableruine, no leflethan the fall of 1 great houfe,which
tor want of pillarsand fupporters that (hould vphold i¢, fuddenly
falleth to che ground ; fo thys [hi p being depriued of her gouernor,

i3

-

?’..

e = A
5 i %



Gods Tndgements.

is fer loofe and layed open to chemercic of the waues, violence of
windes, and rage of tempefts, without any direction or gougrne-
ment : and {o thebodic of mannot hauing any moreche light of
his owne eyes,abideth in darkenefle all blinded,not ableto do any
thing that is right and good, but readie euery minute tofall into
(ome pit. And this is the peruerfiticand corruption of this world.

CHAP IIL
That Great menwhick will not abide to be admonifbed of their
fanlis, cannot efcape punifbhment by the handof God,

N this poore and miferable eftate euery
man rocketh himfelfe aflecpe , and flarce-
rech his ownehumor,euerie man purfuech
" hisaccuftomed courfeof life, with an ob-
& ftinate mindeto doe cuill:yea many of
) thofechat haue power and authoritie ouer
.51, others, according as they are endued and -
) S (G perluaded with a foolifh conceir of chem-
fclues, make themfelues beleeue, that for them euery thing is law-
full, and that they may do whatfoeuer they pleafe ; neuer imagi-
ning, that they fhall giue vp an account of their ations, to receiue
any chaftifement or correttion for themjeuen aschough there were
no God at all thatdid beheld them.And being thus abufed by this
vaine and fickle fecuritie, they fwim in their fins,and plunge them-
felucs ouer head and eares in all kind of fenfualitie 5 gaing heartic
welcome and entertainment to all chatapproueand applaud cheir
manners,and thac ftudie to feed and pleafe cheir humor. Ascontra-
rivife none lefle welcome vneo them, than they that tell cthem of
their faules,& contradict them neuer (o liccle : for they cannot abide
in any cafe to be reproued,whatfocuer they do. And now adays eue-
ry bale companion will forfooth ftorme and fume as foon,it he be
reproucd of a fault, as if he had reeciued the greareft wrong in the
world : fo much is cuerie man pleafed wichhimfelfe,and puffed vp
with his owne vices and foolifh vanities.  And what fhould a man
dointhis cafc ? It is as hard to redretle chefe greac mufchicfs,as if we
fhould go about to ftopand hinder che courle ofa mightg ftreame
B nj, there

in this age,
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there where cthe bankeor caufey is broken downe: if it bé not by

applying extreme and defperate medicines,as to defperace difeafts,
whichare as itwere giuen ouer by the Phyfitian, and to the which
alight purgation will doe no good. For as for admonitions and
warnings, they arenot a whic regarded : bue chey char giue them,
arederided or laughed to fcorne, or reuiled for their labors, What
muft we cherefore do 2 it isnecellaric that we atlay by allmeansto
bring chefemen (if it be poffible) to fome modeftic and feare of
God ; which if it cannot be done by willing and gentle meanes,
forceand violence muft be vled to plucke them out of the fire of
Gods wrath, to the end they be not confumed: i notat all, yet ar
leaft thofe that are not growne co that heightof flubbornelTe, and
of whomthere is yet left fome hope of amendment, For euen as
when a Capraiue hach not preuailed by fummoning a citieto yeeld
vp 1cfelfe, he by and by placeth his cannonagainft their walls , to
putthem in feare:In like fore muft we bring forcha gainit the proud
and high minded men of thisworld , an armieof Gods terrible
judgements throwne doewne by hismightie and puiffanc hand Vp-
the wicked, moreterrible and fearefull chanall the roaring canons
or double canons in the world, whercby the moft proud are de-
ftroyed and confumed euen in thislife, all their pride and power,
how great [oeuer it be,bei ng not ableto trne backe the ven geance
of God from lighting vpon their heads, to their vtter deftruction
and confulion. Andic is manifeft by infiniteexamples. Now be-
caufe that the nature of men is Aefhly,and givento be rouched with

thingsthat are prefented before cheir faces, or hath beene done be-
forecime; it is a more forcible imotive to firthem vp, than thae
which as yet cannot bemade manifeft, bu is to come, Therefore
I purpole here to fer downe the great and fearefull judgements

wﬁcrcwich God hathalreadie plagued many in thisworld, ef; peci-

ally them of high degree: whofe example wil ferue for a glaife both

for thefe thatliue now, or fhallliue hereafter. Andto theend char

the juftice of God may more cleerely appeare and fhew it felfe in

fuch firange cuents 5 before we go any further , we will ‘run ouer

certaine neceflarie points concerning this macter,

CHAPR
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CH AP EILL 7

How the Inflice of Ged is more enidently declaved vpon the
mighty ones of this world, than vpon any
f, other,and the canfewhy.,

Ecing then thacthe(e men are more guiltie and
culpableof {inne than any other, they deferue
{o much a more grieuous punifhment, by how
much their mifdeeds are more grieuous : for
doubtles There 7 a God that indgeththe carth, pe, stovs
(as the Plalmift faich) who as he is benigne and
] : ' merciful towards chole that feare and obey him,

fo he will not fufteriniquitie to go vnpunifhed : 7 & he ( faich
the Propher) that execnreth inftice gmercie, and indgement vponthe
earth : for it'it be the dutie of an earcthly Prince, to exercife not
only clemency & gentlenctie,bur alfo (harpnele and feuerity,there.
by by punifhing and chaftifing malefactors, to fupprefleall difor-
ders inthe commonwealth 5 thenis it very neceflary that the juftice
of our great God, to whom all foueraign ruleand authority belon-

1 geth, and who is the Tudge ouer all the world, fhould either mani-

feft it felfe in chis world, or in the world to come : and chiefely to-

r wards them which areinthe higheft places of account, who bein

more hardened & bold to {in,do as boldly exempt themfelues from

. all correétions and punifhments due vnto them, being alcogether

: vnwilling to be fubjeét to any order of juftice or law what{ocuer =

 « and theretore by how much the more they cannot be punifhed bﬂ

man, and chac humanelawes can lay no hold vpon them ; fo muc

the rather God himfelfe b-:q;oﬂ]ﬂ]t?[{l exccutioner of his owne [u-
ftice vpon their pates : and in fuch {ort , that cuery man may per-
ceie his hand to be vpon chem. Let any aduericie or affliction
lightvpona man of low degree,er which is poore and defolate,no
man confidereth of it rightly ; but talking thereef, men ceale not
to impure the caufe of chis poore foules miferie, either to pouertie,
or wans of fuccor, or fome other fuch like caufe. Therctoreif any

B wj fuch
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fuch be in gricfe, or by chance fallen into fome pit and drowned,
or robbed and killed in the way by theeues : {traightway this is the
faying of the world, Thatic commeth thus to pale, eicher becaufe
he was alone without companie, or defticuteof helpe, or not well
looked to and regarded : and chus they palle ouer tﬁ matter, But
as concerning great men, when they arcany way affli@ted, nofuch
precences or excules can be alledged; leeing they want neither Ser-
uants to atcend vpon them, nor any other meanesof helpe to fuc-
cour them: therefore when thefe men are ouertaken and furprifed
with any grear euill ; which by no meanes they ean efchew, and
when their bold and wicked enterprifes are purfued and concluded
with f{trange and lamentable cuencs, in this we muft acknowledge
ancfpecial hand of God,who can intangle & pull down the prou-
deft and arroganteft He thac liues, and thole whom the world fea-
reth to meddlewithal. Thefe proud gallanes are they againft whom
God difplaieth his banner of power more epenly, than againt
meaner and bafer perfons: becaufe thefc poore foules finde often-
times totheir paines, that they are punithed withour caufe,and tor-
mented 1nd vexed by thofe cyrants, not hauing commitred any of-
fence at all, to deferuciic : wheras (as Philip ((emine (aith)who dare
befoboldas to controll orreprehend a King and his fauorits,or to
make enquirie of his mifdeeds: or haui:g made inquificion of
them, who dare prefume to enformé the Iudge thereof? Who dare
ftand vp toaccule them 2 who dare fit downero judgechem ? Nay
whodare rake knowledge of them ? and laftly, Who dareallay to

Euni[h them ? Seeing then in chis cafe , thar our worldly juftice -

ath her hands bound behinde her fom execuring chac which. is

right ; it muft needs be that the foueraigne Monarch of heauen and
earch (hould mount vp into kis Throneof Tudgement, and from
thence giuchis definiciue vachangeable fentence,co deliuer vp the
moft guilry and hainousfinners to thofe painsand torments which
they haue deferued 5 and that after 2 ftrange and extraordinarie
manner, which may ferue for an example to all echers.

CHAP.
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Gods Inudgemenss,

CHAP. V.
How all men, both by the Law of God and Nature,
areinexcufable in their finnes,

5223, Ow tothe end that noman fhould pretend ig-
norance for an excufe, God hathbeftowed vp-
4] on euerie one a cerraineknowledgeand judge-
(] mene of good and euill, which bemng naturally
=] engrauen in the cables of mans heart , is com-
f! monly called the Law of Nature : whereby cuc-
ric mansowne confcience giuech fufficient te-
ftimonic vatoit felfe, when in his moft fecret thoughts it either
acculeth or excufeth him : for there is pot a man living, wiich doth
not know in his owne heare, that he doth aneuill deed when hee
wrongeth another, although hee had neuer beene inftructed elie-
vrhere in that point. So,alchough that in Targuiniss (uperbus time
( (icero (aith) there was no written Law eftablifhed in Rome, for-
bidding the rauifhing and deflouring of wiues and virgins, yet the
wicked fonne of this Targuine was not cherefore lefle guilcie of an
hainous crime, when contrarie to the Law of Naturehes violently
robbed Lucrece of her chaftitic: for no man can beignorant , that
it is a moft grieueus crime co lay fiege to thechaftitic of 2 married
woman, with fuch outrage : and {o the whole people of Rome did
efteeine of it, as a crime moft wicked,{trange, and incollerable,and
worthie of grieuons puni(hment. Euerie man knoweth thus much,
that he ought not to do chatto another , which he would not ano-
ther (hould doto him ; which fentencethe Emperor Sewerss made
alwaies to be fpoken aloud, and declared by the found of the crum-
pet,in the way of aduertifement, as often as puni(hment was taken
vpon any offendor, as if it were 2 general Law pertaining to all
men. This isthacequiticand juftice which oughe to be ingraffed
im our hearts, and whereof nature her felfeis the fchoolemuftrelle:
from this fountaineall humane and ciuill Lawes arederiued : if we
- bad not rather fay thac they are derived from chac erue (pring of e-
quitie, whichisin the Law of God,which Law he hath giuen fora
plaine and familiar mwnifeftacion of his will, concerning juft,boly,

and
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and reafonable things, rouching che feruice, honour, and glorie
whichis due vnco himfelfe, and the mumal durie, friendfhip, and
good will,which men owe one to another: whereunto he exhor-
teth and enciceth euery oneby faire and gracious promifes, and for-
biddech the contrarie by grear and terrible threacenings (fo gentle
and mercifull his he cowards vs, and defirous of ourgood.) This is
that Law which was publiftied before the face of morechan (ix hun-
dred thoufand perfons, with the mightieand refounding noyfe of
Trumpet, with carthquake, five, and finoake,, and with thunders
and lightenings, tomakemen more actentiveto heare s and more
prepared co receiuc it wich all humilitie,feare,and reuerence,and al-
{oto put chemin minde,that ifthey were difobedient and rebelli-
ous, he wanted no power and abilitie co punifh them s for he hath
lightening, thunder, and fire, prepared inftruments to execuce his
juft vengenance, which no ereature vnder heauen s able o auoid,
when by the obftinat tranfgreffion of wicked men he is proucked
to angcr & indignation againft them. This ischat holy law which
hath bin (et forch by the Prophets ; by the rule whereof , all their
warnings, exhortings, and reprouings haue been fquared. To this
Law, the onely begotten fonne of God, our Sauiour and Redeemer
Iefus Chrift, conformed his moft holy doct rine;; bringing men to
the true vfe & obferuation thereof, fr’gm which they had declined,
and whereofheis theend, the {cope, and perfect accomplifhment:
fo that fo far icisthat a Chriftian man may be ignorant of it, and
haucit in contempr, that none can be counted and reputed a true
Chriftian, if he framenot his life by the rule thereof ; if not fully,
yetatleaft asfar forth as he is able : otherwife,what a (hame and re.
proch is it for men to cal themfelues by the name of Gods children,
Chriftians, and Catholiques, and yet to do euery thing clean con-
trarie to the will of God, to make no reckoning of his Law,to lead
adiffolureand difordered life, and to be aseuill, if nor worfle than
the vileft mifercantsand Infidels in che world 2 God willeth and
requircth thac he alone thould be worfhi ped and prayed vnto ;
and yet the greater part of the world are Idolacers » and full of i
peritition, worfhip Images, ftickes, and ftones, and priy to crea-
tures, in ftead of the Creacor, Godforbiddeth vs to fweare by his
Rame in vaine: and yee what is more rife than that 2 fo thac aman

can
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Gods Indgemeni;, All men inexcufable.

can heare nothing elfe bue oathes and blafphemies. Many for the 1I

Ieaft trifle in che world fticke not to [weare and forfiveare them-

felues. God forbiddeth theft, murcher, adulterie, and falle witnelle

bearing, and yet nothing fo common as backbitings, flanders for-

geries falfercports,whoredomes,coufenings,robberies, extortions,

and all manner of enuies and enmitics, God hath commanded,

. thacweloue our neighbours as our felues ; but we in ftead of lowe,

hate, defpile, and feeke to procure the hurt and dammage of one

i |  another, notregarding any thing but ourowne peculiar proficand

5 aduantage, Isnot thisa manifeft and profeft difobedience, and in-

tollerable rebellion againft our Maker 2 Whar child is therethar je

not botind to honour and reuerence his father ? What f; eruant, that «

is not bound to obey his mafter,and to do all that he fhal wil him 3

. | What{ubject, thatis not tied in fubje€tion to his Prince and foue-

¢ | xaigne? Yer thereis not one which wil not confelle,yeaand fiweare

| too with his mouth, Thac God ishis Lord and Father. Which if ic

i | betrue, what is thenche caufe that in ftead of ferning and plealing

him, they do nothing elfe butdifpleafe ind oﬁcnd%is Majeftic 2

Is not this the way to prowoke his wrath, and ftir vp his indignati-

on againttthem 2 Is it any meruaile if he be incenled with anger,

. | ifhebearmed with reuenge,and fendabroad his cruel feourges vp-

, | ontheearth, to ftrike and whip it withall 2 Isicany wonder, if

he pile vp the wicked ones on heapes, and (hoot out his reuengetul

| arrowes againft them, and make them drunken with their owne

| bloud, am? makehis fword of Tufticeas fharpeas arafor, topunifh

; thofe Rebels thae haucrebelled againgt him ? For Vengeance is mine Deut,11. 14,

: ({aich he) and belongesh onely wnto me. Whofoeuer therefore he be
thatfolloweth the delires and concupifcence of hisowne fleth, and

¢ thiswicked world, and fhalllead a life contrarie to the infiruction
and ordinance of thelaw of God, yea although he neuer heard
thereof, yet is he guiltie thereof;and worthie to be accurfed ; for fo
muchas his owne confcience ought to ferue for 2 Jaw vnro himfelf,
by the which heis condemned in thofe euill actions which he com-
mictech: euen as Pawl Qith,e 41 that hawe finnedwithont the Law, Rom.2..

Joal lskewife perifl without the Larw,

CHAP.
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Deut.17. 14.

CH AP. VI,

How thegreateft Monarchsin the world ought to be fubieit 1o
the Law of God, and confequently the Lawes
of Man and Nature.

Very man confefleth this to betrue, That by how much
\ (e | the more benefits and dignitic he hath receiued from
'17 f another, by {o muchis hethe more bounden and be-
B2 =] holden to him: now itisfo, that Kings & Princes are
thofe vpon whom God hath beftowed more plentifully his gifes
and graces, than vponany other,whom he hath made as it were his
Licutenants in chis world : for hehath extolled and placed thema-
boue others, and bedecked them with honour, giuing them power
and authoririe to ruleand raigne, by putting people in (ubjection
to them :and therefore fo much the more are they bound to re-ac-
knowledgehim againe , totheend to dohim 2l henour and he-
mage which is required at their hands. Therefore Dawidexhorteth
them, roferne the Lord enen with renerence, Thisthen ctheirhigh &
{uperintendenc eftate is no primledge ro exempethem from the{ub-
jection and obedience which they ow vnto God,whom they oughte
to reuerence aboue all things. Te Princes and bigh Lords (faith the
Prophet)gine yon wnto the Lord eternall glovie and fErength : gine
wnto him glorse due vnto bis name : andcaff your felues beforehim to
do bim reserence, 1t they ow fo much honor voto God as to their
Soueraigne,then {urely it muft follow,thar chey ought to obey his
voice, and feare to offend him 5 and (o much the rather,becaulehe
is a great deale more ftrong and terrible than they, able to caufe hig
horriblethunderbolts to tumble vpon theirheads, they being not
able once to withftand his puiffance, but conftrained very often to
tremble thereac, In all chat prefeription & ordinance ordained and
fet downby God concerning the office of kings,there isno menti-
on made of any hiberty he giueth them to liue attertheir own lufts,
and todo eucry thing that feemeth good in theirowneeyes : buche
enjoineth them exprelly,to hauealwaies with chem the book of his
Law,

e &
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1aw ,ddighrtth toread and medicare therein, and thereby to learne
to feareand reuerencehisname, by obferuing all che preceptsthat
are contained in that booke, As for eiuile and natural Lawes,in-
fomuch as they are founded vponequitie and right, (for otherwifle
they wereno Lawes) therein they areagreeable to, and as it were
dependents on the Law of God ;as is well declared by Cicers in
the firft and fecond booke of hisLawes , foreuen they alfo con-
demne theeues, adulcerers, murderers, parricides, and fuch like, I£
then Princes befubjet tothe Law of God, (as I amabourto (hew)
thereis no doubt bucthat they are likewile {ubjeét to thofe Ciuile
Lawes, by reafon of the equitie and juftice which therein is com-

Gods Tndgements, obediént to the Lawes.

"3

mended vnro vs. And if (as Plaro faith) che Latves ought to be Dial. 4 d

aboue the Prince, not the Prince abouethe Lawes, itis then moft Legit.

manifeft, that the Princeis tyed vnto the Lawes, euen infuch fort,
that without the fame, the gouerniment which he {wayeth can ne-
uer be lawfull and commendable. And if it be true, that the Ma-
giftrate is or ought tobe a fpeaking Law, (as it is faid) and oughs
to maintaine the autheritieand credic thereof, by the ducand vp-
right adminiftration of Tuftice, (forif hedid noc this , he were a
dumbe Law, and withour life) how is ic poflible that he (hould
make it of authoricie and force with others, if he dc!'piii:d: and
tranferellechic himfelfe 2 Darid did neuer allume fo much to him-«
felfe, as to defirete haue libertic ro do what he lifted inhis King-
dome, but Wil!iligl}r {ubmitted himfelte to chat which his ofhice
and dutie required ; making,euenthen when he was inftalled and

eftablifhed King ouer thewhole Land, a Couenant of peace with 2 sam. 5.
- the Princes and Deputies of the people: and we know, thacin eue-

ri¢ Couenant and bargaine both parties are bound to each other,
by a mutual bond o performthe conditions which they areagreed
vpon. The like is vfed ar the coronation of Chriftian Kings,
whereas the peopleis bound and fwornero do their allegeance to
their Kings ; {o the Kings are alfo (olemnely fworne to main-
taine and defend true Religion, the eftateof Iuftice, the peace and
tranquilicie of their fubjeéts,and cheright and priviledges (which
are nothing but the Lawes) of the Realme : whereas Dasxid was by
the Prophet Varhan reproued fortheadulterie and murcher which
hehad committed, hee neicher vied any excufe ; nor alledged any
_pri=
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Plutarch,

iueledge whereby hee was exempred from the rigour of the law
tojaftific hisfact, buc freely cm]fcch.ihw::lunm any cloake,thar hee
had finned. Wheieby ic appeareth of how (mall ftrength and au-
thoririe their opinion and words be, whichthinkeor affirme that a
Prince may difpencewith thelawes at his pleafure: by chis opini-
on was the mother inlaw of Antomis Caracallateduced; who ha-
uing by her lalciuious and hlthie allurements enticed her fonne in
law to luft, and loue her,andro delive her for his wife, perfuaded
him that he might bring his purpole to paile, and char ic was law-
full enough for him it he would,chough For otheric was vnlawful,
feeing thac hewas Emperor,and that it belongeth not to him to re-
ceiue, but to giuclawes : by which perfuafion, that braue marriage
was concluded and made vp, contrarieto thelaw of natureand na-
tions,and toall honeftie and vertue, So it wasreported how Cam -
ﬁi'{ fes tooke his owne fifter to wite, whom notwithftanding aliccle

atcer he put todeach: which thing beeing not viuall then amon

. the Perlians, not daring to enterprifeit {alchough heewas 2 mof

wicked man) withour the aduifcof the Magiftratesand counfellors
of his Realme : he called them together,and demanded whether it
was lawtull for him to makefucha miarriage or ne 2 to whom the

an{wered freely, That there was no prefcripe law which did allow
of it: yet (cthatthey might footh him vp, fearing co incurrehis dils
pleafure) they laid l‘urﬁm', that though there was no lawto com-
mand it, yet {uch a mightie King as he,might dee what hepleafed,
In like maner thecrencher Phylofopher -Anaxarchus, after that he
had told Afexvander the Greacwith aloud voice,thac he oughe not
to feare che penaltic of anylaw, nor the reproch not blame of any
shan, becaule it belonged onely to his office to create lawes forall
other toliue by, and to preferibe che limits of lawfull and lawlelle
things ; and thac itbecame him,being aconquerour, torulelikea
ford and a mafter,and notto obey any vaine conceit of law what«
foeuer ;and that what thing foeuer the King did, the fame was fa-
cred, juft, and lawtull, without exception: And by this meanes
rmade his proceedings farre morediflolute and outragious in many
things than euer they were before. Dion in the Epitome of Xiphi
lineveporteth,how the Emperors were woont to viurpe this priui-
ledge, to becxempted from all law,thiac they might not betyed o

oy
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any neec(licie of doing or leauing vndone any thing, and how in
no cafe they would endure to be fubieét to any written ordinan.
ces: the which thing is manifeft euen in the behauiour of the chie-
feft of them, as well in regard of cheir life and manners, as of the
gouernmentthat they vied in their Commonwealths, For firft of
all, Auguftus C «far hauing kept inhisownehand the office of the
Trinmmirten yeares (as Suetonin teftifieth) hee alfo vlurpedthe
Tribunes office and auchority,and thac till his dying day : and like-
wife tooke vpon him the Cenflorfhip ;namely, the office of cor-
recting and gouerning manners and lawes, if neede required:
whole fuccetlors (2 manmay truly {ay for themoft part) trampled
vnder their feet all fincere and {acred lawes, by their notorious in-
tempcrance,diﬂi::lutcncﬁi:, and cruelties. And yetfor all this chere
wanted not a parafiticall Lawyer, whe to plealethe Emperor his
Jord and mafter the better,and to vaderprop , and asic were fecle
ouer with a faire fhew that tyrannicall gouernment vied by othex
Empcmurs-,{?c:iﬁcd in'thisas a lawamongftthe relt, Princepsiegi-
bus folutus eff, That the Prince was exempted fromalllaw. As for
that which they alledge our of Ariffetles Politiques, it maketh no
thing to {er acolour vpon this counterfeit: (for {aith Ariffsrle )IE
there bee any man chat excelleth (o in vertueaboue all ochers, thae
noneis able to compare wich him,that man s to be accounted asa
Godamongft men, to whome nolawmay be prefcribed, becaule

heisalaw vato himfelfe: all which I grant to be crue,if that which

was prefippoled could take place: for where no tranfgreflion is
found there nolaw is neceflarie yaccording as . Paw/{aid, The law

w15 not gises for the inft,but for the viuinft and offendors: bur where

is it pcﬂlih'.f:m find {uch 2 Princefo excellent and {o vertuous, that

ftandech notinneed of fomelaw to beruled by ¢

OF the like force and ftrength is that whichis writtenin the

firft booke of Infticutions, #ir.2. the words arethele : The Princes

pleafure ferueth for a law becanfe the whole bodie of thepeople bath

tranflated all their anthorstie , power , andinrifdition vato bim,

This is {poken of the Romane Emperours, butvpon the ground

of {o flender and [illy reafon, that vpon (o weake a foundation
it can neuer ftand: for if ic beedemaunded, whigher chisaction

ok
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16 of thepeople , of giuing ouer their right and prerogative to their

Prince, bewilling or conftrained, what an{wer will they make 2 -

Ific be by conftraintand feare (asicisindeed) who will not judge s

tiis v[lu'ping of their libertie veterly vajuft and tyrannical, when ]

one man (hall arrogate that to him(elfe which pereaineth to many,

1 yeato the whole body of the people 2 And admic that this reafon

i was effectual, vet the glotle vpon the place fayeth verie notably, -

_ Thar the Princes plealure may be held fora Law, (o farre forth as s

i that which pleafeth him be juft and honelt : giuing vs to know thus Ly
| much thereby, That euery will and plealure of a Prince may not ,

) indifferently beallowed for a Law, if it be inan vnjult and difhe- et

neft aétion, and contrarie to che rule of good manners . Moreo- ki

ouer, it appeareth by the Cuftomes of many antient People and e

Realmes, That Princes had neuer chis licence giuen chem, to do

what they lifted : for lec them be neuer {o mightie, yeaas mightie

. as Darissyvnderwhoferaigne the Per(ian Monarchie was aboli- D¢

|f fhed ; yer he muft be content (according to the law of the Medes e

' and Perfians) not to be able toinfringethat Lawwhich was by the Ji
aduice of his Peeresand Priute Councell enaéted,and by his owne uy

Dan.6.8.  conlent andanthoriticeftablithed : no though for Damiels delive- B

' rance lake,whomhe loued, he greatly defired and tooke paines ci- i
i ther todifannull, or ac leaft to giue a fauourable interpretation i

of it. .

| Diod. lib. 3. Such inold time was the cuftome of the Kingsof Egypt, no e
\ cap, 2, to follow their owne affections in any aétions chey went about, f11d:

i but to bedirected by the aduice of their Lawes: for they had notfo afi

much outheritie as to judge betwixt man and man, orto leuy fub- e ¢

i fidies and {uch like by their owne powers: neither to punith any Pt

” man through choler, orany ouerweening conceit bur were al- ik

wayes tyed co obferue jultice and equitie in all caufes: neither did

.l it grieue them fo to do, being perfuaded chat whileft they obeyed  §f bl
il _ their Lawes, ne:;thing could bzude them buc good, The Lacede- o
I Thincyd Jib 1. monian Kingswere in fuch bonda geto the Laws of their country, ]

i that the Ephori , which were fec vptoneneother end bucto bea b
f bridle to Eﬂld chem backefrom doing what they lifted , had abfo- -

i luce auchoritytg correét chem when they had commitced any faule: F

which
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which (ubjeftion nothing difpleafled !(in g Theopompas, asit is ap-
parent by thean(wet he made his wife, that reproucd him once m
anger, [aying, By his cowardife he would leaue a lefle kingdome
to his chuldren, than he had receiued of his Anceftors. Nay (faith
he) a grcatcrzt}:rl‘umuclllas moredurable and permanent, Plutarch
prailing the vprightnelle of King «A/camenes , who for feare to
breakethe Law, refuled diuers Prefents that were fent him ; bur-
ftech into thisfpeech : O hearrworthic of a King, that hach pre-
ferved the authericie of che Law before his owne profit ! Where are
thole fellowes now that crie, Kingspleafures ought to be obferued
for Lawes , and thac 2 Prince may makea Law, bu 15 not fubje&t
to it himicite 2 And chisisthat which Elarareh (aich as concerning
that matcer, who lined voder Tr4ian the Emperor.

Corseliss Tacitses dilcoue ring the beginning and originall of
the Romane Ciuile Law , faith, Thar Sersins the third King of
Romeafter Rommins snd Numa, was the onely man that moft e-
fkablifhed thofe Lawes , whereunto Kings themfelues ou ghe to
yeeld and be obedient. And admit that the Emperours fwayed
with great power and aucheritie almoft all theworld , yet for all
their hiercencileand haughrinefleof minde, Pliny durft tell Tra-
ian very roundly, That an Emperour ought to vie to carrie him-
felfe with fuch good goucrnment in his Empire, as if hee were
{ureto giue vp anaccount of all hisaétions : Thou muft not (faich
hee) defire more libertie to follow thine owne luft, than any one
of vs doe: a Princeis not {et ouer the Law, but the Law placed in
authioriticaboue the Prince. This was the admonition of that hea-
then man. Likewife eAntonins and Sesersu , two mi ghtie Em-
perours, alchough by reafon of an opinion of their owne greats
nefle and haughtineile, wherewith they flattered themfelues,
bragged that they were not fubject to any Law: yer they added
this claufe withall, Thac notwichftanding they would line ac-

cording to the direétion of the Law. This ( faith Theodafiss 134, 4.

ana Ualentinian , two no lelle mighrie Emperours ) is a voice
becomming the Royall Majeftic and greatneile of 2 King,
To confelle himfelfe to live ynder a Law : and in cruth it js a
thing of greater importance than thI(:: imperial dignitie it felfe,

to

ey
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13 to put foueragntie vader the authority of law. Among(t many other _
Liv.1eod. good lcfons and exhortations which Lewss that good King gaue o

FaTemal el o ] - - - L i .

ool Gil-valt yeo hiis fonae onhis death bed, this was one worthic the remem- ’

VT o ' FE . - . .
ARSI bring, how he commanded him to loueand feare God wichall his
ftrength, and totake heed of doing any thing thac fliould bee con- .
trarie to his law, whatfoeuer fhould befall him ; and to prouidechat e
1 the good lawesand ftatutes of his kingdome might be obferued,

and the priviledges of his fubjeéts maintained : to forbid
! Tudges to fauour him more than others,when any caufe of his own w
u cameintryall. Thereby giuing vs chus much co vnderftand, Thac i
| eucrie good King ought to fubmit himfelfe in obedience vnder the
: hand of God, and vnder theruleof jufticeand equitie. Wherefore
there is neicher King nor Keifar that canor ought to exempt him- bk
felte from the obferuance of facred and vpright lawes 5 which I
if they refiftor difannull , doubtleflethey are culpable of a moft il
hainous crime , and efpecially of rebellion againft the King of et
Kings. ¢

CHAP. VIL

Of the puni[hment that féifed vpon Pharao King of «Egypt,
Jor refifling God,and tranfgrefing the firft commandment,

il
| of the Law, ad
i » i

M 707 E haue fufficiently declared in the premiiles, ‘thae t
b o the mighcieft potencates of this World are bound m
, /8| to range themielues vnder the obedience of Gods ks

0t law : it remaineth now thar wee produce examples i

E of thole pumfhments that haue fallen vpon the heads of the kn

i tranfgreffoursof the fame, according to the manner of their tranf- by

reffion, of what fort foeuer : which chat wee may thebetter de. ki

H cribe, it behooueth vsto follow the order of the Commaunde- 3
: ments, as the examples wee bring may bee ficly referred to any of

; them. And firft wee are to vnderftand, that when God faid, 75w by

; Joals bane noncorher Gods before mee, he condemneth vnder thele | .

words.
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words thevanitie of men that haue forged ro themfelues a multi-
tude of gods : hee forbiddeth all falie Religion, and declareth,
That hee would beeacknowledged to bee the fole and true God;
andthac wee (hould {erue, worthip, loue, feare,and obey himin
and aboue all things: and whofoeuer it beethat doth otherwife,
either by hindering his worthip, or afflicting thofe thac worfhip
him, the fame man prouoketh his heauie wrath to bee throwne
vpon him, to his vtterruineand deftruétion. This is the indig-
nation that lighted vpon Pharae King of Egypr,as weeread in

Chrift and his Church,

18
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thebooke of God: whobecing one of the nioft puiffant Kings gyod.5:

of the earth in his age, God chofé himfor an object to fhew his
wonderfull power on , by the meanes of horrible plagues and
fcourges which hee caft vponhim, andbydeftroying him with
aclhis armics at the length, as his rebellion well deferued: For
hee like a cruell Tyran continuingto opprefle the children of If-
zael , without giuing them auy releafe or breaching time from
their miferie, or libertie to {erue God, alchough by A£ofzs in the
name and authoritic of God (who made himfelfe well enough
knowne vato him, withour the helpe of any writtenlaw) hee
was many times inftantly vrged and requefted thereunto : fo
many judgements and punifhinents allayled him one in the
necke of the other ; in fuch fort, thataclength hee was ouertaken
andenfnared therewich, Firft of all,the verie waters of Egypt
becing conuerted into bloud, proclaimed- warre againft him =
then the frogges which couered the face of the earth, climbed
vp euen tohis chamber and bed , and filling euerie corner of his
land, founded him an alarme : nexca mufter of lice and gnars,
and fuch other troublefome and ftinking creatures, fummoned
him to combate : an handfull of embers fcattered in the ayre
by CMefes, were vnto himas the ftrokes of a ftone or a fhaft,
which did wonderfully dishgure their bodies with boyles and
moft noyfome {cabbes : afterward the grafhoppers were pur in
battell array againft him, together wich the peftilence , hayle-
{tones, horrible thunders and lightenings,wafting and fpoyling,
and:running vp and downe gricuoufly through his whole land.
Wi C ij Afics
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20 After all thefe bitter blowes, the T'yrant being cut (hott , and be-
g [o belieged on euerie fide with hideous and palpable darke- o
L netle , that heecould noteell whichwayej to turne himfelfe | yet
! would he not be brought te any reafon; bur continued obflinate e
and hardened againft God, though all the elements, with heauen o
and earth, had taken armour eogether, and conf] pired his deftru. .
&ion. Thereforewhilehee remained in this wrerchiéd ftate,Gods
i Angell punithied him in the perfon of his eldeft fonne, which
| died fuddenly in one night , together with all the firft borne of
o A gypt 5 wherewithall both hee and all his people being great-
ly mooucd and grieued ; at length gaue the Ifraelices not one- 2
ly leaue, but alio hafted them to depart : but anon, ashe faw
them going , likea man beftraughe hee ranne after chem againe,
and purfued chem witha mightiearmie, vnrill God in the meane i)
while opening a pallage for his children ouerthware the deepe o
i Red fea, attended him in the mid way, where hee furprifed
' and cnfnaired him 5 ouerthrew and violently ouerturned the
whecles of his Chariots, and put his whole Armie to a hur-

A ley burley : and that hee mighe vieerly defiroy him, caufed

il the {ea from each fide to returne to his Channell, which drow- e
| LR ned and deuoured him and all his Armie, And this is one of e
; the nobleft and fearcfulleft judgements of God that can be men- :ﬂ
tioned , and therefore is verie often recounted in many places s

Bt of theScripture, as a thing moft memorable aboue others, Nei- "
! ther ought wee to meruaile ; if fo notable a Hiftorie as this is

not {ec downe among the writings of prophane Authors : for

I

that befides their Hiftories da not ordinarily ftrerch fo far,as to re- b

b cord fuchantient a&ts, there is alfo no doubt but the fucceflors 2.
i - : - - &
i of that Tyrant, and all che Egyptians, fought all means pol-
i fible to cancell and blor out the memorie of their (6 greatand
horrible ruine. And if by chance any Hifteriographer make

mention of thedeparture of the Ifiaclites out of & gypt,it is done %
1 infuch fore, that the rruch is not only difguifed, but wholly per- t:d
i ucrted by them, and in place thereof nothing but lies and falfe-
food foifted ja. it

: Like
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Likeas Pharaoh by his vniuft and outragious perfecuting
the children of God, made himfelfe (o guiltie of Gods wrath,
thathe deferued to be vterly deftroyed , with thegreateft part
of his people : (o alloafter their miraculous deliverance, wholoe-
uer labored cither to hurt, hinder, or refift them, did no lefle in-
curre Gods difpleafure and fierce wrath againft them, where.
with they were confumed : whereof the ouerthrow and difcom-
fiture of e Amalech is a plaincexample ; who,admit all the grear
wonders which God had don for the Ifraclites in £gypr and in
theredfea, (whereof the brute being blowne into all corners of
thecarth, hee could not beignorant ;) yet was he fo malicious
and foolifh hardie as to take vp armour againft them, and to
meet them to bid them bateell: buc he and his wicked compli-
ces were by Jofbuah and his poore people (though vowarliking
and vnacquainted with fuch actions , lately crept out of bon-
dage, wherein they had been onely exercifed to make mortar
and bricke, and not to handle weapons) difcomfited and ouer-
throwne: for the Lord of Hofts (who is the diuider of viétories
to whom he pleafeth) at the feruent prayers of hisferuant ¢4£s-
{fes, fought for them, to the confulion of Amalech and all his
traine : And therefore he commanded < Aefes to put this deed
of his in writing, asa thing worthie to be remembered ; who
alfo ercéted an Altarin the fame place, for a perpetual monu-
ment of {o noblea victorie.

As Amalech , and for the like (inne, were Arada King of
the Canaanites, Sehon King of Amorites, and Og King of Ba-
fan, with their people and cities, deftroyed and rafed downe;fo
the Madianites encerprifing towichitand the forefaid Ifraclires;
by thewicked and pernicious counfell of Balaans,were fubdued
and put tothe [word, euen fiue Kings of them together,fiot one
efcaping faue the young Virgins which had neuer conmireed
fornication with man.

After thar the Children of Ifrael had continued a feafon
peaceably in the Land of Canaan which' the Lord had ‘beftow-

Chrift and his Church.
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Exod. 17,

Mum. 2. 1.

Num: 3.

ed vpon them, then did £glon King of Moabirife vy, 4nd fub- Indg.3-

dued them by warre, and tyrannifed ouer them ¢ighteenc yeres.
i And
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And alihougli it was Gods will that they thould be thus chafti-
fed, becaufe of their corruption, and iniquitie, neuertheles this
Moabite (his Rod) he cauled (inregard of his loue to his peo-
ple) to be flaineby e4lhwd an Ifraglice, as he was taking his eafe
in hischamber. In likemanner was his wrach ftirred vp againft
Tabin King of Afor, who had opprefled Iftacl twentie yeares:
whofearmie though it was great and well appointed, was not-
withftanding by Baracs handfull of men, voder the conduét
and rule of Deborah the Prophetelle, wonderoufly difcomfi-
ted 5 in fuch forr, that of all the muldtude there remained not
one that felt not the edge of the fword, excepe Sifera their Cap-
taine : who efcaping from the battell hy betaking him to his
heeles, turned in by chance into the houfe of 2 woman called
Label s who hating him, as he flept, witha hammer faftened a
a naile into his temples: and thus efcaping from thofe whom he
feared, hee was murthered by her whom hec trufted. And fo
this valiant Warriour, ashe was oucrcome in battell by thecon-
du&t of a woman, o was he put to death by the hand of a
Yoman,

That which happened to the Madianites in the time of Gi-
deon , is admirable and verie:ftrange : who being furnifhed
with a2 mightic armie of fouldiers, with the Amalckites and
other their Allyes, to deftroy Hrael,: werefo fearredand fcat-
texed at che found of the trumpets , and brightnetle of torches,
of three hundred men at the moft that were with Gedeon,
that through the marucllous aftonifhment they were in, chey
turned cheir blades into their owne bofomes , and murthered
one another, till the greateft part of them were deftroyed ;

_.and the refidue being put to fight, and purfued by the men of

Ephitlaim 5 two of their Kings, Oreb and Zeb, were taken
21ne

A while after it came to pafle, that the Princes of the Phili-
ftims, who had opprefled the people of God by the fpace of
fortie yeares, being affembled together with all their people in
the Temple of Dagon their god,aien chen when after their facri=
fices,they thouglat co make thernfelues moft fport BN
wi

Wi
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wich poore Samp/on,whofe eyesin mockery and concempt they
had put our, were all cogether matfacred by che fall of the houfe
which Sempfon by his ftrength pulled vpon their heads : which
was the greateft ouerchrow thar before rimes by his meanes chey
had recewued.

[n cheraign of Sau! King of Ifxacl,e £r47 King of Amalech,

Alicele while after, G
well through ihe hugeneffeof hus ftature, and firengch of body,
as through thehorrible crueltie which appeared in%:
in mans eyes inuincible, proudly and frclilmptuuu (ly defied the
armic of the lining God,offering and
yael to enter combac with him : This
ftanding all his brags, by young ang
ficele fticke and a few ftones which hehad in his hands, vanqui-
fhedand trod vnder foot ; for he gaue this grear beaft futc:ih a
knocke with one of hisftones on the forchead, chacac the firft

the pofteriticof thofe thar layd wait for Ifracl in the defare , as
came out of Egypt, were by Sau! (following the com-
mandement of the Lord) {et vpon ; who running vpon him and
his people, made a great flaughter and butcheric of them , not
(paring man, woman, nor childe, buc the King onely,whom he
tooke to mercie and led captiue, which heought not to haue
done. This Capraine being thus {pared by one that wasbu lic-
tlebecter than him(elfe,could not fo efcape ; for the Prophet Sa-
miuel became the executioner of Gods vengeance vpon him,
fince Sawl refufed it, and with his owne hand {lew him , euen
then when he thought he fhould liue.

oliaha gyant of the Philiftims, who s

im, feemed

aring any one man of I{-
roud fellow was notwith-
vnarmed Dawid, (aue a

blow he tumbled him groueling on the earth, and quickely lea~
ping vpon him, caughthold of his huge {word, andtherewith-
all cut off his monftrous head : which the Philiftims perceiuing,
aurned their backes and fled, and were purfucd and flaine by the

Ifraclites.

C iiij
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cMore examples ike unto the formey.

52 Nthecime of Achab, Benbadad K of Siria,ac-
74 companiedwith 32 kings,came very proudl
f9, aganit Ifraclas ic were in defpight ot Ged1o
% bid him battel:butic nurned to his own fhame
*| and confulion,being firftd ithonorably put to
. & Highcby 230 feruants of the Princes of Ifracl
(a [mall handfull ve encounter (o m?hty an army:) and (econd-
ly, returning to {eeke reuenge, found the lotle of 100000 foot-
men at one clap, befides 27000 whichefcaping by flight, were
crulhed in picces by theruin of a wall in the citie Aphec.And fo
this braue gallant, that ear{t bragged, that the goldand filuer of
Ifracl,yea ﬁﬁtir wiuesand children were his, was now glad ro fly
fer his lifeamong the reft, and in his returne to hide himfelfe,all
difmaied, in alittle chamber ; and from thence ( being aduifed
thereto by hisferuants ) tofend to entreat e Achabfor his owne
life, which a litcle before thoughe him fure of theliues of all Ifra-
el. Yetforall this, ere lon h::ntcrdpriﬁ:d a nefy praétife againft
the Prophet E/rzens , and befieged alfo the city of Samaria (o
long,chat certaine women (conftrained by extreme famine) de-
uoured cheir children: bur in the end he was compellet(through
bearetull cerrour which God fent into his armie by the noife of
infinite Chariots and Horfes which founded in cheir cares, agif
fome puiflant hott of men of warrehad been marchin g towards
them) toforfakerhe fiegeand flee wichall his forces, leauing be-
hinde themtheir tents,horfes,carriages, viétuals,and munitions,
to bea prey for cheni that purfued themnot. Andlattly,falling
licke , Hazae/oneof his owne feruants, that fucceeded him in
the kingdome, co cthe end hemighe difpatch him quickely, and
without tumule, early in che morning tooke a thicke cloth dips
in water, and (preading it ouer his face, ftifled him to death.
When the Moabites and Ammonitesrofc vp in arms againft
lohofaphat king of luda,asfoon asthis good king humble I}_in;-
elte
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felfetogether with all his people before the face of God by fa-
fting and prayer, forchwith God fent fuch a giddinelle of {pirir
among(t his enemies, thac chey killed oneanocher : and the men
of luda, without being troubled with fighting , gathered the
(poile which they had {catrered , and enriched chemfelues with
cheir reliques.

Amon, promoted in honour and creditaboue all the Princes Efter 7, & 9

of the Court ofi King o 4flazr s, conceived (o deadlyan harred
againft the poore difperfed Iewes ( being ac thattumetheon-
ly Churchof God) that malicioufly hie con{pired, in one day to
deftroy and put to death the whole Natien, to the very women
and infants: and in accomplifhing this his purpofe, hec mighti-
ly abufed the autheritie of the King, whom he falfely enformed,
T hat this nation would not be fubjec to his Ordinances and
Lawes which his other people were fubject vto: and that there-
fore he ought not to permic and fuffer them any longer. Bue
God that carrieth alwayes a watchfull eye ouer his Church, and
knoweth how to hreake and dafh all che enterprifes of his ene-
mies, brought all this wrerches purpofes to nought, by prefer-
uing miraculoufly thofe whom he would haue deftroyed, & ma-
king him do reucrence to Mordschens , whom he efpecially
fought to bring toinfamie , and for whom he had of purpofe
rouided a gibber to hang hinmon,but was hanged thereon him-
elfe, with ten of his {onnes : befide, 11l thofe which had confpi-
red withhim againt the Tewes, were vpon the fame day avhich
they had fet downe for their maflacre, by the Kings commande-
ment {laine by the hands of them whom they had appointed to
the flaughter,

Gods Iudgements. Chriftand his Church.
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Balthafar King of Babylon, as he was feafting among his pan. s,

Princes,commanded amidit his cups,the golden and filuer Vief-
fels which Nebwchadnezzar had raken oucof the temple of Ie-
rufalem,to be broughr,thac both he,his princes,& his wiues and
concubines,might drinke therein ; exalang himfelfethusagainft
the Lord of heauen, and boafting in his idols of earth : therefore
God being ftirred vp to wrathagainft him, appointed his de-

fruction cuen whilelt he thus dranke and made merriein the
= | ' midk
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1 Mach,z & 6,

Epimanes.

midft of his jolitic, and cauled a ftrange and feareful] figneto
appearc before his eyes, a bodyleflehand writin g vpon the wall
ouer againft the candlefticke ; the words of which writing pox-
tended the deftruction of his kingdomme, which prefently enfis-
ed ; for the very fame nighe he was murthered, and the Scepter
(cifed vpon by Dariss King of the Medes,

eAnsochus, bylyrname Epiphanes,ot Excellent ( though by
truer report of people, contemptuoufly entituled the Furious)
King of Alia, being venomoufly enraged againft the Iewes, be-

 gan at the firft marucloully to opprefle them, to rob and paile

t Macch. 6.

their Temple, and o flaughterthe people. About ten yeares af-
ter,decejuing the poore people with faire and fmooth words,co-
uers of moft vile and wretched treafon, whileft they immagined
nomifchiefe, helet vpon them in (uch cruell fort, thar che loile
and defolation which they endured ar char time was ineftima-
ble: for befides the deftruction of lerufalem their Citic, the
flaughter of infinite multicudes of their people, and the captiui-
ticof wornen and infants ;as if all thele were not ewough, there
was yet another miferie to make vp the full fumme, worfe than
allthereft: which wasthis ; The curfed Tyran feeing his pur.
pole not to take the full effeft, commanded euery where, That
allhisfubjects (1 meanethe Jewes) fhould forf2ke and abjureche
Law of God, and be vnited into one Religion with the Infidels.
By means of which Edict che Reli jiml God was defaced,the
bookes of his Law rent and burned, and thofe with whome any
fuchbookes were found, rigoroufly purto death : Which fearc-
full cruelcic when the Tewes perceiucd, it caufed many of them
towax faint hearted, and to giuechemfelues ouer to wallow in
the dircie fathions of the vocircumeifed Idolaters, and in their
madnefleco fubferibe to the vnjuft lawes of the vile monfter.
Now after he had committed all thefe outrages, hewas repulfed
withdithonour from thecitie of Elymais in Perlia, which hee
went abour o fpoileand rob , and forced to flie to Babylon ;
where aftercydin gs of the ouerthrow ofhistwo armies in I udea,
with griefeand defpight heended his dayes.

“Antiechw thefonne of this wretched " facher fucceeding him

a5
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asin his kingdome, (o in wickednelle, perjurie, and difloyaltie 5
when, to theend to confult about his owne affaires, he conclu-
ded a peace with the Iewes, and by folemne oach as well of him-
felfe as his princes, confirmed thefree exercife of their Religion:
behold, fuddenly he falfified his plighted and (wornefaich, and
vndid all char cuer he had done: buc it was not long ere heeallo
was oucrcaken by the armie of Demetrins, and rogether with
Lyfias his Gouernor, put to death.

A whileafrerraigned Alexander his brother, who whileft he
was encombred wéﬁ1 the troubles of Cilicia, that reuclted from
him, the King of Egypt his facher in law came craiteroufly to
foreftall him of his kingdeme, tookehis wife, and gaue her o
hisdeadlicft enemie,and-afcerward gaue him bateell, difcomfited
his forces, and droue himto flieinto Arabia for fafetie ; where
in ftead of helpe, hee found an hatcher to chop off his head,
which was fent fora Prefent to graafic the King of £gypt
withall. :

Notlong after, Awtiochss his fonne recouered the Scepter
of his Facher : but alas his raigne eadured buc afmall {pace ; for
being yet bura yong child, he was flaineby 7ryphox in the way
as he led him to waragaintt the Iewes. And thus perifthed the
curfed race of Anmriachus, which felt Gods wrach vpon it euen
ro thethird generarion.

- Antiochsus thefonne of Demetrins ( of whom mention was
made but alittle beforc) afier he had chafed Tryphon crom the
Kingdome of Alia, which he vfurped, and broken th'e League
which hehad made with the Tewes , gaue himfelfe wholly to
worke them mifchicfe. Therefore comming againt Ierufalem,
heerooke itby force, commanding his fouldiors to pur all to
death that were within the fame: fothat within three days there
was fuch a matlacre of yong and old, men,women,and children,
that the number of the flaine arofe to fonrefcore thoufand car-
kafles. Afterthis, hauing executed many morcvillanies againft
this people, in fo much as to make themn renounce the law of
God, putting them cruelly to death that did not obey his com-
mandement, It came to palle, that this crucll Tyranc Evas
o SN A pfd
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firft of all pur to Highe by theinhabitants of Perfepolis a Cirie
of Perfia, for going about to rob their temple of their treafures +
next endaraged by an ouerthrow of his armie in Tudwea : which
he no fooner vnderftood, but herooke counfell in his fury, how
to be reuenged of lerufalem, and belched forth biteer chrears a-

ainft it, Bur inthe meane cime the Lord #roke him witch a fud-
den and incurable plague,and furprifed him with ahorrible tor-
ment of his incrails, Howbeie forall this,he ceafed nothis mali-
cious enterprife , bur hafted forward his journey cowards the
Iewes with fuch eagrene(le,that inche way hefell ouc of his cha-
riot, and bruifed {o his bodie,thar it became puerified and fo full
of corruption, that verie vermine (crawled out thereof , and the
rotten fle(h dropping piecemeale away, no man, no not hini-
{elf being able to endure the ftinch therof. Then was he conftrai-
ned in the midftof his rorments to confetle,that it was meet that
he fhould fubmit himfelfe vnto God, that he which is moreall,
onght not to exalt himfelfe (o high,as to compare with the im-
mortall God : and in this eftate this reprobate ended his wicked
dayesby a ftrange and moft miferable kind of death.

CHAP. IX
Of thefé that perfecused the Sonne of God and bis Church.

51\ F they who in chelaw injured and perfecuted
3 | the Church of God, were punifhed accor-
ding to their deferts , as wee haue zlreadic
heard ; is it any meruailethen if the enemies
and perfecuters of our Lord and Sauiour
Chnit Iefus, which labour by all meanes to
difcountenanceand fruftrate his Religion,
and te oppre(le his Church, dofecle theheauie and feareful ven-
geance of God vpon them for their wickednelleand vnbelecfe 2
No verily, for he thac honoureth ser the Sonne, bonoreth not the
Father which fent him,and s guilty therefore before God, of im-
picric and prophanenellc.From thus hainous rime King Hered
m
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i no wife cafi be esempted , that caufed all the Ifants of Beth-
lehem of two yeares-old and vnder , to be cruclly murthered,
in hope thereby to put the true Meffias and Sauior of the world
to death. For which deed, accompanied with many other {trange
crueltics, as by killing the ordinaric Tudges of the lioule of Da-
wid , and his owne wife and children , this Caicife was tormen-
ted with fundrie intollerable gricfes, and at laft devoured by an
horrible and moft fearefull deach. For (as Zofiphus reporteth) his
bodie was boyled , and his bowels gnawnein two by afoftand
flow fire, frerting inwardly, without any outward appearance of
heat : belides the rauenous and infatiable defire of caung , which
fo polletled him, chat without chewing, his meatin whole lumpes
defeended into his bodie , dewourmg 1t {o faft as it could be
chrowne into his mouth, and neucr cealing to farfe his greedic
throat with continuall {uftenance : moreouer his feet were fo
fwolneand pufevp withfuch aflegme, thata manmight {ee tho-
row them ; his priuie parts fo rotten and full of vermine, and his
breath fo ftinking , that few or none durft approch neeie vnto
him ;yea his owne feruants Forfooke him, Now lying in this
wretched plight, when this wicked man faw no remedie could be
found to atluage his griefe, he wentaboutto kill himfelfe, and be-
ing not ableto performe ir, he was conftrained to endure all the
pangsof a moft horrible, lingering, and languifhing death , and
aclait mad and miferable bettraughe of fence and reafon, to end
his daycs,

As for Hered the Tetrarch, fyrnamed eAntipas (whoto pleale
Herodias, had caufed Zobn Baptsst to be beheaded) when hee had
likewife prepared [nares for our Sauiours feet, and being fent to
him by Pilate, to quit himfelfe and gratifie him withall, had jea-
fted and mocked ac him his bellie full behold his reproches an
mockes (was he neuer{o fubtle) rurned into his owne bofome: for

o

nour befell him, euen tobe depriued of his Royal dignitie 5 and

pat. 2.
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of King eAreras, wholcdaughter (in xegard of Herodsas his bro- Commaunde-
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ing robbed of his goods, to be banithed into afar cotintrey, and
there to make anend of chereft of his life. &. 44

As touching Pilace the goucrneur of udea, heedid fo excell
1n wickednetle and injuftice, thar notwithftanding the reftraint
of his owne confcience,thelaw of ciuill equitie, and the aduertife-
ment of his owne wite,yetr he condemned Chrift Tefus, the juftand
innocent, to the death of the crofle: albeir hee could not but
know thes power of his miracles , the renewne whercof was
{pread into all places, Butere long hauing beene confirained ro
ercét theimagecf the Emperour Calrguleinthe Templeof Ierus
{alem, o be worfhipped, he was fent tertomake perfonall appea-
rance ar Rome, to anfwere to certaine acculations of crueltic
which were by the Iewes objected againfthim : And in this jour-
ney being affli@ted in confcience, wich the number and weighe of
his mifdeeds,like a defperatimen to preuenc the punifhment which
heefeared, willingly offered violence to his owne Life,and killed
himfelfe,

The firlt Fmperour that tooke in hand to perfecute the Chria
ftians, was Nero the Tyran ; picking a quarrell againft chem for
{erting the Citie on fire ; which beeing himfelfeguiltie of, hee
charged them withall, asdefirous ro finde out any occafion to doe
them hure: wherefore vnder pretence of the fame crime, difchar-
ging hisowne guilcvpon their backes, heexpoled chemto che fury
of the people, that tormented chemverie (ore, as if they had beene
common burners and deftroyers of Cities, and the deadlieft ene-
mies of mankinde : Heereupon the poore innocents. were appre.
hended, and fomeof them, clad with skinnes, of wilde beafts,were
torne in picces by dogges ; others crucified,or made bone-fires of
on {uch heapes, thar the flamearifing fromtheir bodies (erued in
{tead of torchesforthenight. To conclude, fuch horriblecrueltie
was vied cowards them, thatmany of cheir verie eremies did pittie
cheir miferies. Bue ac laft chis wretch, thecauler of all feeing him-=
{elfe in danger to be murthered by one appointed for chat purpole
(ajuft reward for his horrible and vnjult dealing) haftened his
death by killing himfelfe,asit fhall be fheywved more ac large in the
fesond booke, '

{ The
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The author of the fecond perfecution againft the Chriftians was 31
Deomsitian who was {o puftvp and{walne with pride,that hewould suer.
needs afcribe vato himielte the name of God, Againit this span rofe Refer thisalfo
vo his houfhold feruants, who by his wiues confent llew him with :rfflh.“f"f' ap
A daggersin his priue chamber : his bodie was buried without ho- Er.,,;”' Sz

* | pourhismemoriccurfed co pofterity,and his enfignes and trophies gutrop.
i | thrownedowne and defaced.
! Tyaian, whoalbeit in all things, andinthegouernment of the 0

i empircalfo,fhewed himfelfe a good and fage prince,yet did he dath
0 ancF bruife himfelfe againtt chis ftonewiththe relt, and was recko-
e ned the third perfecucer of the Church of Chrift : for which caufe
« | hevnderwentalfothe cruell vengeance of God, and felt his heauic Dion.
It hand vpon him: for firft he fellinto a palfic,and when hehad loft
I thevie of his fences(perfuading himfelte thathe was poifoned)gor
¢ | adropfyalfo,& fodied in greacanguith,
h Hadrianin the ¢ yeare of his empire caufed ten thoufand Chri-
ftians to be crucifiedin Armeniaat onetime;and after thatceafed
not to ftir vp a very hot perfecution againft them in all places.Bue
i God perfecuted him, and that to his deftructionsfirft with an sffue

r of bloud wherewich he was fo weakned and difquicted, that often- aendar. 7.
t centimes he would faine haue made away himf{elte: next witha con- i7.3.c4p. 1.2
X {fumption of the lungsand lights, which he {pateour of his mouth Spart.

e continually : andchirdly with aninfatiable dropfie: {othat fecing

himfelfe in thishorrible corment, hee delired poifonto haften his
3 death, or a kniferomake quicke riddance : buc when all chofe

. | meanes were keptbacke, he wasinforced to endure ftill, and ac laft

v to die in great miferie.

. Whileit Marcus Antenins,fyrnamed Ferss fwayed che empire,

¢ therewere exceeding cruelsies fec abroach againft che poore Chri- ¢4,
. ftians emery where,but efpecially at Lionsand Vienna in Daulphin Sparts

(as Enfebiusin his Ecclefiatticall Hiftorierccordech:) wherefore
he wanted not hispunifhment,for he died of an apoplexie after hee
. had lien fpeechleflechree dayes.

Afer that Sewerss had proclaimed himfelfe a profeft enemie
to Gods Church, hisaffaires began todecline, and hetound hime
. felfe peftered with diners extreamitics , and fex vpon with ma-

ny
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32 ny wars : and at lengch alfauleed with (uchan extreame paine tho-
roughout his whole bodie, that languilhing and confuming, hee .
defired oft to poyfon himfelfe;and atlaft died in great diftre(le.77i-

Terts &A S¢ape ¢oflinse Satuyninus one of his Lieutenants in thofeexploits, became

blinde : another called Clandins Herminianrs Gouernor of Capa-
docia,who in hatred of his owne wife thac wasa Chriftian,had ex-
sremely affliced many of thefaichfull, was afterward himfelke affii«
¢ted with the peftilence, perfecuted with vermine bred in his own
bowels, aid deuoured of them aliue in moft miferable fort. Now
lying in this miferie, he defired not to be knowneor fpoken of by
any, left the Chriftians thar werelett vamurchered , (hould rejoice
at his deftruétion, confeffing alfo that thofe plagues did juftly be.
tide him for his cruelcies fake,

P libsZeg Deciies , in hatred of Philep his predeceflour , that had made

sapuids - fomeprofellign of Chriftianitic , wrought rooth and naile to de-
vy itroy the Church of Chrift, vfing all the cruclcies ond torments
which his wit could deui(e, againft all thefe whichbefore time had

e migis 15 offered themfeluesto be perfecuted for that caufe. Bur his diuclifh

sractifes were cut (hort by meanes of the warre whichhee waged a-
¢ ufeh. booke 7. gainft the Scythians: wheren, when he had raigned not full two
hap. 1. Eccle- yeayes, his armie was difcomfited,and he with his {on cruelly kil-
figfe. B3t fed, Orhers fay , That to efcape the hands of his Enemies,
pompaius.  heeranne into a whirlepit, and that his bodie was nener found

; after,
Neither did the juft hand of God plague the Emperour onely,
2 buralfo as wellthe heathen Genuiles throughout all Prouinces and
Euftb-lib-7-  dominions of the Romane Empire. For immediatly after the
i A death of this Tyrant, God fent fucha plagueand peftilence a-
mongftchem, lafting for the [pace of ten yeares together, that hor-
tible it is to heare, and almoft incredible to beleeue. Dyonifi-
us writing to Hierax a Bifhop of Egypt, declareth the mor-
talicie of this plague to haue beene fo great at Alexandria,
where he was Bifhop,that there wasnohoufein the whole city free.

And although the greatneile of the plague touched alfo the

Chriftians fomewhat, yet it fcourged the heachen Idolaters

funch mote : befide thar , the behauiour of the one and the other

s
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fvas moft divers:foras the forelaid Dyonifizs doth record, the

Chriftians through brotherly loue and piety did not refufe one
to vifitand comfort another, and ro minifter tohim whar need
required: norwithftanding 1t was to them greac danger 4 for di.
uers there were, whoin clofing vp their eyes, in wathing their
bodies,and interring them in theground, were next themfelues
which followed them to their graues. Yer all this ftayed not
them from doing theirdutie, and (hewing mercie one to ano-
ther, Whereas the Gentiles contrarily being extremely vifited
by thehand of God, felt the plague, but conlidered not che ftri
ker 3 neither yer confidered chey cheir neighbour,but euery man
fhifting for himfelfe , cared not for one another. Such as were
infeéted, fome they would caft our of the doores halfedead, o
be deuoured of dogsand beafts ; fomethey let die within their
houfes, withou all fuccour ; fome they fuffered to lic voburied,
for that no man durft come neere them : and yet notwith{tan-
ding for all their voyding and fhifting , the peftilence followed

is Church.
33

them whitherfoeuer they went, and miferably confumed them.

Infomuchthac Dyosnifires reportech of his owne city Alexandria,
That there was not left in the citie,of old and young,fo many as
there was wont to be old men from threefcore yeares vpuwards.
This plague, though it (pred it {elfe ouer the whole werld , yet
elpecially icraged where che Edicts of the Emperour had beenc
againft the Chriftians, whercby many places became viterly
defolate,

Ualerian,, albeit in the beginning of his Empire hee thewed
himfelfe fomewhac mild and gentletowardsche profefIors of re-
ligion, yet afterwards he becametheirdeadly enemy : but when
he had cerribly perfecuted them in his dominions , it was not
long erehe was taken prifoner in the Perfian wars, being feuenty
yeares old, and madea flaue to his conquerorall thereft of his
life: And whole condition was{omiferable, that Seper King of
Perfia vied his backe as a blocke or ‘ftirrop to meuntvpon his
horfe. Yeahe dealt focruelly with the poore old man (as Exfe-

bins teftificth) that to make vp the full namber of his miferies,he =

caufed him to be fleinealiue, and poudred wichfalr,
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The like feueritic of Gods terrible judgementis alfoto bee
noted in Clendizes his Prelident, and minifter of his perfecutis
ons :for God gauehim vp to be potleiled and vexed of che Di-
uell,in fuch fore, that biting off his owne tongue in many fuall
peeces,hee foended his daics.

Neicher did Galiensa the fonne of Ualerian afrer the capriui-
tie of his father, veterly efcape the righteous hand of God : for
belide che miferable captiuirie of hisfather, whem he could not
reftore,(uch ftrange portents,and fuch earchquakes did happen,
alfo fuch tumults, commotions, and rebellions, did follow, that
Trebellio dothreckon vp to thenumberof 3otogether, which
at {undrie places, allat one time, tooke vpon themto be Empe-
rours of the Roman Monarchie : by the meanes whereot he was
not ableto {uccour his facher, though hee would : notwich{tan-
ding the {aid Geliznms,being,as 1s thoughe, terrified by the ex-
ampleof hisfather,did remoue,or ac leftwile moderate the per-
{ecution ftirred vpagainft Chnftians, as ic may appeare by his
Edi& (et forth in Enfebirs.

Awnrelian being vpon point to trouble the quiet of the church,
which it a while emoyed vnder the Emperor Galien; cuen whi-
left hee wasdeuifing new practifes againitic, a thunderbels fell
fromheauenat histeer,which fo amazed him, that hismalicious
and bloud thirftie minde was fomewhat rebated and reprefled
from doingthar which he pretended: vnall thar rewrning to
hisold bent, and perfeuening to purfue his purpofe, when Gods
thunder could not terrific hun, he ftirred vp his owne feruants
to cut hischroat.

Diaclefianwent another way to worke, for hee did not fet
abroachall his practifesat one pufh, but firft alfayed by fubtile
sneanes to make tholethat werein his armie to renounce their
faith 5 then by open proclamation comnaunded  thac their chur-
ches (hould bee rafed and beaten downe, ther Bibles burned
and torne in pieces : that they that were Magiftrates, or bore
any publique office in the commenwealth,if chey were Chrifti-
ans, (hould bee depofed : and thar all bondmen thac would for-
fake their potleffion, fhould bee enfranchifed. When hee l]md

chus




Gods Tndgements. Chrift and his Church.

chus lefe no devife vnpractifed that mighe furcher to abolifh and ;o A
deftroy thereligion of Chrift, and percennng that nocwichftan-
ding all his malice and cruell rage, it euerie day (through the
wonderfull conftancie of Martyres) encreafed and grew euen
againft che haire ; with verie fpight and: anger hec gaue vp the
Empire. And laftly, when hee had beene cermented with di-
uers and {trange difeafes,and that hishoufehad beene feton fire
with lightening, and burned with fire from heauen,and he him-
{elfefo {carred wich thunder , chat hee knew not whereto hide
hins, hee fell mad and killed himfelfe. There was joyned to
thisman in the gouernment of the Empire, one Aaximilian,
whofe crucltic and cyrannie againft the Chriftians wasfo outra-
giousallo, that vpon alolemne feftivall day,when infinie num- ;4. 7., o lia
bersof them wereaflembled cogether at Nicomedia, ina Tem- sap. 12,
ple, to ferue God,he {ent a band of Acheiftsto inclofe them,and
burne the Temple and chem together, as they indeed did : for
thiere were coniumed atchat bone-fire (as Nicephors wiriteth) Zufeb. hifl-Ee:
ewentic thoufand perfons. In like fore dealche with a whole ci- ¢/2/4f-7. & 3
ticin Phrygia, which afterhe had long befieged, he caufed to be 'f.:,{z*g }J:; Gl
burnt tocynders, withall the enhabitants cherein.  But theend k;;,;;."?a L
of this wretch waslike his life, euen miferable: for lying a while
ficke of a gricuous difeafe; the verie vermine and fuch horrible
ftinke came forth of hisbodie, that for fhame and griefe hee
hung himfelfe.

Maximinns that raigned Emperor in the Eaft, was conftrai- Nicephor.7.:5
ned to interrupt and make ceafe his perfecution which hee had
begun, by meanes of a dangerfull and grieuous ficknelle, and
toconfirmea generall peace to all Chrittians in his dominions,
by publique Edits.

His licknalle wasthus: In the priuie members of his bodie,
theregrew a (udden pucrifaction, and after in the bottome of
the fame a botchie corrupr bile,witha f [’cuh,confuming and ca-
tng vp hisintrails , our of the which came farming an innu-
merable mulcitude of lice, withfuch a peftiferous ftinke, that
no man could abide him 3 and fo much themore,for that all the
grolkenefle of his bodie by aboundance of meat before hee
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fell ficke, was turned into fat ; which fat now putrified and ftin<
king, was {o vglome and horrible, that none thar came to him
could abide the light thereof : by reafon whereof che Phylirians
whichhad him in cure,fome of thein notable to abide theintola
lerable ftinke,were commanded to be (laine ; other fome becaufe
they could not heale him, being paft hope,were alfo cruelly put
to death. Aclength, being put in remembrance, that his difeafe
waslentof God, he beganto repent ofthe crueltic which he had
fhewed toche Chriftians, and forthwith commanded all perfe-
cution to ceale,

But (alatle) this peace was fo brittle, that ic Jafted bue fix
moneths s for cuen then hee fought by all meanes poffible 2-
gaine to trouble and difquier theirreft, and fent forth a new
Ediét quite contraric to the former, imporcing cheir vecer des
firuction. And thus beeing nothing amended , bur rather
made worfe by his fickenclle, it atTailed him afrefh , infuch
fort, that euery day growing in extremirie ; as hee grew in
crueleie, 1t at laft brought him to his death , his carka(le be-
ing all rotten and full of corruption and wormes. Saint Chry-
Joftome writeth of him, That the appleof his eye fell our be-
fore hedied. .

CMaxentinsand Licinins, the one Emperour'of Italie , the
other of the Eaft, perceiuing how the Emperour (onflantine
thacraigned in the Weft, washad in great reputation, for main-
taining thecaufeof the Chriftians, began alfo to do the like:
but by and by cheir malice and hypocrifie difcouered it felfe,
when they vndertooke to trouble and afHiét thefe whom before
they feemed to fawour,  For which caufe Conflantine taking
armes again{t them, deftroyed them both one afteranother ; for
Ma:xenrins thinking rofaue himfelfe vpon abridge on Tyber,
wasdeceiued by the breaking of the bridge, and (o drcnch:j and
drownedin the water. Licinins wastaken and pucto death, And
thus two Tyrans ended their dayes, for perfecuting the Church
of Chrift, :

In the tench yeare of the perfecution of Dysclefian, Galerins
his chicteminifter and anftrument in thar pragtife, fell into a
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grictiousfickenefle, hauing a forexifen in the nether part of his 37

bellie, which confumed his priuie members, from whence (ivar-
med grear plentie of wormes, engendered by the putrefadtion,
This difeafe could not be holpen by any Chirurgerie or Phy-
(icke : wherefore he confetled that it juftly happened vnto him
for his monftrous crueltie towards the Chriftians, and callled
in his proclamations which he had publithed againft chem.
Howbeit notwithanding he died miferably,and as fome wrice
flew himfelfe. ;

CHAP. X

CAHMore examples of Perfécators,

' Aint Bartholmew one of the twelue Apoftles,
after he had preached Chrift Iefus voto the
Indians, and delivered them the Gofpell
written by Saint CMarhew,and had conuer-
ted many vntothe Faith: alheitche miracles
which hee wrought were ftrange and {uper-
naturall (forhe reftored many difeafed per-
fons to their healch, and cleanfed King Polemins his daughter Hieron. in
from an yncleanefpiric wherewith fhe was polfefled) yet in re- Catalogo,
that he deftroyed their Idol Aftaroth, and bewraied the

{ubtilties of Satan, he wasby Ayages, Polsmim younger bro-
ther, at the inftigation of the Idolatrous Priefts,firft cruclly bea-
ten with clubs, after fleyed,and laft of allbeheaded. But within
thirtie dayes after, both the wicked King , and the facrilegious
Pricfts, were pollefled with diuels, and brought toa wretched
and miferable death.

eAphraates that heauenly Phylofopher, going out of his Theod. Lik. ¢
Cloyfter towards the Temple, to feed the Flocke of Chrift ¢hap. 26.
with fome wholefome food of found Doétrine 5 and beeing
perceiued by the Emperour Valens, and demanded , whither Tripartit.Hifl.
he went ; he anfwered , To pray for him and his kingclmnc.’;fﬂ_“ ; ::’_"Eg_'
Yea bue, faid the Emperour , it were more conpement for | fb@’ 3.

D 1j thee !
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thee that profefle(t thy (clfe a Monke, to remaineat home in
contemplation, than to ftray abroad : True, anfivered chis ho-
ly man , if Chrifts (heepeenjoyed peace : buc as it becommeth
an honeft Matron to fit ftill within dores, neuerthelelle if her
houfe were on fire , and the lameenuironed her, fhould (hee
not ftirre mht}pe toquench it 2 And fhould I lie ftill,and fee
my Countrey feton fire by the perfecution 2 Whereat the Em-
erour being netled, threatened him with death 5 and one of
Eis Chamberlaines taunting him for his boldnelle, vfed him
moft currifhly. But prefently as he went to the Baths , to
sake them readie for the Emperour , the hand of God ftroke
him with an Apoplexie, that hee fell downe dead into the
waters, q

Vnderthe Empire of Ju/ian the Apoftate, all they that eicher
confpired or praftifed the death of Cyrillus a Deaconof Helio-

is, faituate neere to Lybanus, came to a miferableend : for
after that Conflantize wasdeceafed, by whofe authoritie the ho-
lie Martyr had broken downe many of their Imagesand Idols,
the abhominable Idolaters did not onely murther him, bur alfo
deuoured his liver with bread, as if it had: beene the fweereit
morfell of meat in the world. But the all-fecing eye of God
faw their villanie , and his reuengefull rod bnnfed them in

icces: fortheir teech wherewith they chewed chac vnnatorald
ood fell all out of their heads ; and cheir rongues wherewich
they tafted it , rotted and confumed to nothing : and laftly,
their eyes which beheld it, failed them, and they became
blinde. And thus were they all ferued, net one excepted, bea=
ring juftly the markes of Gads wrath for (o inhumane and vana-
tural adeed.

At Tyrea Citie of Pheenicia, voder the raigne of of Diocle-
fian, many Chriftiansthat foutly profelled and maintained the
Faithand Religion of Chrift Icfus, were after many torrures
and deftructions, expoled to wilde beafts to be devoured , as
Beares, Libards, wilde Boares , and Bulls: the fauage beafts,
though made fierce and furious by fires and fwords , yer ([
know motby whacfecrer inftinéi) refufed once to souch them,

w




e A% = = & =

g o

| =
-

M = 9 =

-
.= =

[}
||

1"
!

e T e T

Gods Tndgemenis.

ot to come neere them, but turned cheir teene vpon the Infidels
that were without, and came tofet themn on vpon the Saints,and
tore many of them in picces in cheir fteads. Howbeic although
they elcaped the jawes of wilde beafts, yet they efcaped not the
fiwords of them that were more fauage than any beafts : and
though the bowels of Beares refufed to encombe them, yet were
they intombed in thefloods, and crowned with the crowne of
facred martyrdome.

Proce(fis and CMartianss,Keeper ofthe prifon wherein the
Apolties Peser and Panl were inclofed at Rome, feeing che
miracles which were wrought by cheir hands; belecued in
Chrift, and rogecher with feucen and fortic other prifoners were
baprifed. Which when Paslinm the Iudge perceiued, he en-
joyned them tolay alide their conlcience, and offer facrifice to

Idols. Butthey, readier to obey God than man, could neither, iscentiuslib.

¥ . 10« Edfrs §6-
threats nor violence be brought o it, bue chofe rather to be |, W57, N

salibug.

beaten with clubs , or confumed with fire, or fcourged with
Scorpions, as they were, than toyeeld to denie their Maker, by
doing worfhip to diuclith and monftrous Idols. But thar Tudge
the procurer of their martyrdomes , fhorely afeer became him:
felfe an obje& of Gods wrath ; when his eye-lighe failed him;
and an cuill fpirit fo poffeiled and tormented him , thac in the
extremitic of terrors and gricfe, hebreathed out ere long his laft
and miferablebreath.

Nisephersu reporteth , How the Emperour Traian hauing Lib 3.Cap.2y)

caufed fiue holy Virgins to be burned , for ftanding in the
ofellion of the Truth, commanded certaine Vellels co be
made of their athes mingled wichbralle, and dedicated them
to the feruice of a2 publique Bath : but the Bath that before
time inftilled a wholefome and healchfull vapour into mens
bodies , now became pernicious and fatall vato them: forall
that wafhed themfelues therein, felt prefently fuch a giddineile
in their braines , and fucha dimneile of fight, thac they fell
downe dead forthwith : The caule of which mifchicfe h:in%
ceiued by Traian , he meleed againe the Virgine-moulde
Vellels,and erected fiue ftatues tothe honour of them 5 {o chea-
o 5 Gindetl ta et b ;iii king

Chrift and hisChurch.
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king as it wereone{aperftition with another, to hisowne etera
nal infamie and difgrace.

Agapitns a young man of fifteene yeares of age, beeing
apprehended by the Inhabitas}ts of Prencfte, and grieuoufly
tormented, for refuling to offer facrifice to their Idols . and
when all would not ferue to fhake che foundation of his
Faith, (which was builded vpon a Rocke) hee was condem-
ned and exccuted to death: For, being firft (courged ‘with
whips, then hanged vp by che feer ; afrer hauing hot fcanlding
water poured vpon him, at 1aft he was caft vaco wild beafds,
With all which torments being not terrified, nor yet difpat-
ched, finally had his head cur off. Butbehold, che [udge cal-
led Antischus, chat pronounced the fentence, fell downe dead
from his Throne before the face of the world, euen whileft the
young man was in the middeft of his torments ; and by his
example made knowne to all men , how odious fuch cruell
perfecutors are in the fight of Him that judgeth the Earth,
and controlleth the mightie Princes and Potentates of the
fame.

In the Empire of Zulianthe Apoftate the Lord fent fuch hor-
rible earthquakes vpon the world, that what forthie fall of how
f{es, and rupcures of fields, neither citie nor countrey was {afe to
abide in: befides, fuch an extreame drouth dryed vp the moy-
fture of the earth , that victuals were very geafon and deere,
Thefe plagues Theodorer auoucheth to haue fallen vpon the
world for the impicticof Zulian, and the miferable per{ecurion
of Chriftians,

The Emperour Gallus had good fuccelle in his affaires
whileft he ab&:incdj from {hedding the bloud of the Chrifti-
ans 5 bue as foone as he gaue himfelfe ouer vnto that villa.
nie, his profperitie, Kingdome , and life diminithed and
decreafed atonce: for within ewo yeares he and his fonne Te.
Iufranss,in the war againft o Emilian, wereboth flain through

the defetion of his fouldiors, who in the poirit of neceffitic for-
fooke him. Befide,

) the Lord in his time fencvpon the Pro-
tnces of Rome a general and contagious peftilence, which
—+ = SI T R I contagious pelulenc lafied
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. | Ilafted whole tenyeares withourintermiffion; to makefausfacti- 41

|: on for the such innocent bloud which was {pilled amongft
: ‘ them.
1 o Arnolphus the fourefcor'ch Emperour raged like a Ty- Philip Mclai
{§ gre againt all men, bu efpecially againtk thole thac profef- C7/o% ;1_5:-4-
i fed the Religion and name of Chrift Tefus:for which caule ¢ppop. p ﬁ;mf"
: the Lord ftirred vp a woman the wife of Guido , to minifter
| vato him the dregs of his wrath in 2 poyfoned cup ;by means

whereof fuch a rottennelle pofletled all his. members: 5 that
lice and worines iffuing out continually , hee died moft mife-
.| mbly in Orenge, 2 Citie of Bauarie , the twelfth yeare of his
i raigrnc. I

| Baiazet the Turke, to whata milerable and ludibrious
¢ | -camehee, for his outragious hatred againit all Chriftendome,
| bucefpecially againit Gonftancinople, which be had brought
i ! tofolow an ebbe, that they could fcarce haue refifted him any
e | longer, had not Tamserlane the Tartarian reuoked him from

the fiege, and bidden him leatie toaflaile ochers, and looke vato

his owne ?
| that hefoone tooke him prifoner,and binding him with chaines
of gold,carried him vp anddowneina cagefora fpe&tacle,viing
his backe for a footftoole to get-vpon bis horle by. And thus
God plagucth enc Tyran by another, and all for the comfore of
his chofen.
. Genlericus King of the Vandales exercifed cruell tyrannie
q againft the Profetlors of the truth. So did Henericss the fe-

cond alfo : but both of them reaped cheir jult deferts : for
1 Genfericns died, being potleifed wich a Spiric’; and Honoricrs
i being fo rottenand putrified, thatone member dropped off af-
i ceranother. Somefay that he gnew off his owne flefh with his 7€ ?:_":2 -
3 teeth. ib. 2. Cap.3.
eAutharis the ewelfth King of Lombardie forbad chil- Parlus Didcg=
: dren to be baptifed or inftiucted in the Chriftian F:lith-.*:’;“*"'f;f {,r‘}‘#
{ fecking by that meanes to abolith and plicke downe the LEi;ga;'rd!':wI.J
Kingdome of Chriit : but hee raigﬁlcd not long , for evefix

t

i1 yeares wore complear; he died v poyfon ac Pauia 3 m}d
| o

end Philip Melan.
Chrom. lib. 5-

And indeed hee welcommed him him fo kindely, ¢ Tﬁﬂﬁ:ms
Lib. g.Cap.5.

Philip Melea.
Chros. Lib.1
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42 4o he that theught to vndermine Chrift Tefus, was vnder-
mined himfelfe moft deferucdly , in the yeare of our Lord

2
Exagriss i §. " \When Areadises the Emperor, throughthe perfuafion of cer.

o taine enutous fellowes and his wife Ewdoxia, had banithed fohsx
Chryfoftems Bifhop of Conftantinople, into Bofphorus 5 the
nexc night there arofe {uch acerrible earthquake, that the Em-
prefieand che wholecitie was foreaffy ighttd cherewith : fo thae

Mandit. 9. the nexemorrow mellengers after meflengers were fene withou

:;"‘!E.'“:";': . cealing, aillthey had broughe him backe againe ouc of exile, and
nLi.2.64.4

* his accufers were all punithed for cheir wrangfull aceufation,
Thus it pleafed God toreftifietheinnocencie of his feruant , by
terrifying his enemies, .

Smaragdus an Exarch of Ialic was tranfported by a Diuell,
for cyranmling ouer Chriftians in the firft yeare of the Empire
of Maxritim,

Paxl. Diacoy. .  &MamnchaaSaralenbeing equallto Pharachin perlecuting
Lib. 3. Cap.12, the Church of God , God made him equall to him alfo inthe
¢ Geftis Lon- manvier of his deftruion : for ashe returned fFom che {poile of
ge- ¥ & the Monafterie of Caffime and MefTana » and che flaughter of
Aﬁ:m;.m&.rf. many Chriftians, the Lord caufed the fea to fwallow vp his
cap. 1§. whole Armie, cuen an hundred (hips, fo that few or none
efcaped,
Paul Dizcox. ~ Anothertime, euen inthe yeare 519, they were miraculoufly
Li.zz. confumed wich famine, fword, peftilence, water, and captiuity,
and all for cheir infeftuous rancour and tyrannie cowards Chri-
ftians ; for whom the famine fpared, the fword deuotred;whom
both thefe couched not, the peftilence atevp 3 andchey thac efca-
ped all chrec, yet perifhed in the waters ;and ten Ships that
clcaped che waters , were taken by the Romans and the Syri-
ans: furely an ‘egregious figne of Gods heauic wrath and dif-
pleafure, G
To conclude, there was neuer any that fer chemfelues againft
the Church of God, but God fet himsfelfe againft them by fome
notable judgement : {othat fome were murthered by cheir Sub-
jeéts, as Blwfo King of the Vandales: others by their eneics,

s
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23 Vdo Princeof Sclauoria : fome by their wines, as Craco ano-

ther Sclauonian Prince : others difcomfitedin warre, as e 4bbias Helmold ca.24.
the King of Hungaria : fome deftroyed by their own horfes, as Selawo. &
Luciss the Emperor, who had firft calt his owne daugheer, be- ;7 f;.r:nr
caufe (he was 2 Chriftian, amongft the fame horfes. And gene- "
sally few “per{ccutors efcaped wichout fome cuident and marka-

ble deftrudtion, | )

&
CHAP XL
Of the Iewes that perfecated Chriff.

Y how much the offenge of the Tewes was
merchainous, noc only in defpifing and re-
jeCting the Lord of glorie, whome God had
{ent amongft them tor their faluation, but
alfo-in being fo wicked as to put him to
deach;by fo much the morehath God{liciv-

=== ¢ hisfearefull indignation vpon them : as
at many other times, {o efpecially by that great calamitieand de-
{olation which they abid at their laft deftruétion, begun by 7%-
fpafian,and perfetted by Tirsa - which was fo great and lamen~
rable, as the like was never heard of vneill this day: for if the
facking and ouerthrow of Ierufalem , then when feremie the
Prophet madchis booke of Lamentations ouer it, was repured
more gricuousthan the fubuerfion of Sodome, which perithed
fuddenly, how much more then isthis lalt deftruction without
all' comparifon, by reafon of thofe horrible and ftrange mife-
1ies, which were there both fuddenly and in continuance of time
committed 2 Neither truly is there any Hiftorie which con-
tainech a defcription of fo many miferiesas this doth : asitmay
appeare by Lofephws record of it. For akter thac they had bin at-
flifted in dwers countries , andtotled vp and downe by the
Deputies along while, there were {lame’ar Ciefarea in one day
tyyentic thonfand : At Alexandria another cime fiftic thoufand s
at
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44  atZabulonand Toppe cight thoufand and foure hundred, be-

[ides the burning of the two townes : ac Damafcus ten thou-
fofeph, of the fand that had cheir chroats cur. - As for lerufalem, when it had 1
Warres of the a long time endured the brunt of the war both within and ;
lewes, Lib. 2+ withour, it was pinched with{o forea famine, that the dung of :
€ 1952133 Oyyen fgrued fome for meat = others fed vpon the leather of old L

3. ! .

1ib. 6. cap. 16, fhooes and bucklds s and diuers women were driuen tothe exe
Lib.y. Ca.7,8. tremitictoboyleand ear their owne children: Many thinking
Lib.g.Cap.16. ¢o {auecheir liues by flying to theenemie, were taken and flic in

pieces, in hope to finde gold and filuer in their guts : in one
night two thouland were thus pittioufly dealt wichall : and at
faft the whole citie was by force taken, and theholy Temple
confumed by fire. And this in general was the muferable itlue .
of that lamentable war: during which , fourefcore and feuen- ¢
tecne thoufand Iewes were taken prifoners, and eleuen hun- f
dred thoufand (laine ; for withinthe Citie were enclofed from | ¢
the beginning to the ending, all thofe thac were atlembled r
together from all quarters of the carth, to keepe the Palleouer,
as their cuftome was. Astouching the prifoners, fome were car-
ried to Rome in triumph ; others were here and there matfa.
cred attheir conquerors wils: fomes lot it was to be torne in pic-
ces and deuoured of wilde beafts: others were conftrained to
march in troupes againft their fellowes , and kill one anothet |
25 if they had beene Enemies. All which euils came vpor |
them for the defpight and firie which chey vied towards che 1
Sonne of God and our Sauiour : and that was the caufe why
he forefceing this defolation, wept ouer Ierufalem , and fayd,
That it [bouldbe befieged on estery fide, and rafed tothe grownd,
andthat not one ffone [bonldbe left vpon another, becase it knew
not the time of her vifitarion. Likewife faid he to the women
that bewailed him as hewasled to the Crofle, That they [bonld
met weepe for him, but for them/clnes and their children , becaufc
of the dayes of forrow. which were to come, wherein the
barren and thofe that had no children, and the dugs that neuer
fuckled fheuld be counted happic. So horrible and pitifull
was

—
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wasthe deftruétion of this people , that God would not fuffer 45
any of his owne Children tobe wrapped in their miferies , ner

L} to perifh with this peruer{cand vnbeleeuing Nation :for (as
{ § Eufebine reporteth) they were 2 licele before the arrinall of
L i thele mifchiefcs, aduertifed from heauen by the efpecial pro-
{ | uidence of Ged, to forfake the Ciie, and retyre 1nto fome

b ! farre Countréy where none of thele cuils might come ncere
g them. Thereliquesof this wretched people that remained af- This Example
1§l eerchis mightie tel npeft of Gods wrath, were di(pe rfed and fcac- belongeth al-
¢ | tered throughout all nations vonder heauen , being fubjett to :‘1]’ A
| them with whom they fojourned, without King , Prince, N e
¢ | Judge, or Magiftrate to Jeade and guide them , or to re- Lib 1, cap-34-
ik drelle their wrongs, but were allcogither atthe difcrerion and
¢ | commandement of the Lords of thole Countrics wherein
they made ¢heir abode : fothattheir condition and kind of life

is at this day fo vilcand contempuible ( as experience [hew-

t

d ! eth) that no Nation n the world is halfe {fo miferable 3
, | whichis a manifeft badge of Gods vengeance yet abiding vp-
¢ | onthem,

2 And yet for all chis,, thefe difperfed Reliques ceafed not to
. | wvomit out the foame of their malice againft Chnift, itbeing

s | {o decpe rooted an ewll, and f{o inueterate, that time nor
realon could reucke them fromit. And no maruel, feeing that
God viechto punifh che greateft (innes with other (innes,as with
s | thegreateft pumihment: (o they hauing fhue their eyes to the
y | ligh when it (hined among them,are now giuen ouer o a repro-
{ | bateand hardened fence 3 otherwife it were not poffible they
(hould remaine fo obftinate. And albeit (God be thanked )

.!Jl

» | wee haue many conuerts of them, yet Idarefay for the moft
. || part, they remaine in malicious blindneffe, barking againft,
A and dcfpighting both our Sauior himfelfe and all that profeile

\  his Name,alchough their puni(hments haue beene ftill accor-

i . _ : : :
by dmg;n cheir defcrts < as by thefe examples following fhall ap-
~ . pear

- The Tewes of Inmefter, 2 Towne lying betwixt Calchis

and Antiock , being vpon 2 time celebrating their accuito-
T B med
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med playes and feafts, in themiddeft of their jolitie,as theirvle
is, they contumelioufly reuiled notonely Chriftians, but euen
Chrift himfelfe: for they got a Chriftian childe and hung him
vpona Crofle, and after many mocksand tauncs,making thems
felues merric ar him, they whipthim to death. What greates
villanie could there bee than this 2 Or wherein could thefe dis
dels incarnate (hew foorth their malice moreapparantly , than
thus ; not content once to haue crucified Chrift cheSaufour of
the World,buc by imitation to performe it againe;and asit were
to make knowne, thatifit were vndone, they would doeit s So
alfo handledhey a boy called Simeon,of two yeres and an halfe

3. old,in the yere of our Lord 1476:and another in Fretulium fiue

yeares afrer that, But aboue all, they matlacred a poore Carpen-
ters fonne in Hungary in hatred of Chrift,whom they talfly fup-
poled ro be a Carpentersfon : for they cut in twoall his veines,
and fucke out his bloud with quils. And beeing apprehended
and tortured,they confefled that they had done the likeat Thir-
na foureyeres before; and thac they could not be without Chrie
ftian bloud, for therewithall they annointed their Priefts, Bucat
all thefe times they (uffered jut puuithment;for being ftill taken,
they were either hanged, burned, murthered, o put-to fome
other crucll death, acche defcretion of the Magiltrates. More-
oucr,they would at diverscimes buy the holy Hoft of fomePo-
pifh Prieft, and thruit it through with cheir knives, and vleie

moft defpightfully. Thisdid one E/eazarss inche yeare of our

Lord 1492,the 22 of Oétober, but was burne for his labor : and

eight and thirrie at another time for thefame villanie, by the

Marquefle Zoachinus + for the caitiues would fufferthemfelues

to be baptifed for none other end, bur more fecurely to exercife

their villanies.

Another Tew is recorded in the yeare of our Lord 1 47 to
haue ftolnethe picture of Chrift our ofa Church, and to haue
thruft it rhmugﬁmmytimcs with his fword, whereoue, when
bloud miraculoufly iffued, hecamazed, would haue burned it;
bucbeing taken in the manner, the Chriftiansffoned himto
death. Thetruth of which ftorie, though I willnot ftand to a-

HoWy
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itow, yet I doubt notbut it mighe bee true, confidering that
either the Diuell mighe by his cunning fo fofter and con-
firme their fuperfticion:or rather that {eeing Chrift 1s che fubjeét
of their religion as well as of ours,timugh after a corruprt an (7«
crilegious forme,and chac the Iew did not fo much aime at their
Religion, as at Chrift che fubjeét of it , the Lord mighe
fhew a miyacle, not te eftablifh cheir errour , butto confound
the fewes impietie, elpecially in thole young yeares of che
Church.

Inour Englifh Chronicles arerecorded many hiftories of
the malicious praétifes of the lewsagainft Clyitians,in hatred
of Chrift Iefus our Sauior,whomthey in contempe call our cru-
cified God :and clpecially chis diuelilh practife wasmolft fre-

quent amongft themhere in England, as in Germanie,France, yich. rriuic,

and orher places where they werefutfered to inhabite : namely,
eucric yeare to {teale fome Chriftian mans childe from the pa-
rents, and on good Friday to crucifie himin defpight of Chrift
and Chriftian religion. Thus they {erued a childe ac Lincolne

Chrift and his Church,

47,

named Hrgo, of nine yearesof age,in theyeare 1255, in the cefreaf:

n:igﬁc of Henrie the third : and another ac Norwich abour the Flores biffor.

{ame time ; hauing firft circumcifed him and detained him a
whole yearein cuftodie. Tn which two faéts they wereappre-
hended ;and at Lincolne 32 of them putto death, and acNor«
wich cwentie. 'But this was nor all the punithnent chat they en-
dured : as they proceeded and encrealed in cheir malice againft
Chrift and his Religion,fo hee proceeded in vengeance and in-
dignartion againft chem: Firlt cherefore at the coronation of
Richard the firft, whereas fome ot them prefumed to enter into
the Court gate contrarie to the kings expretle commandement,
a greac cumule arifing chereupon, a number of them were {laine,
and their houfes fired in the Citie of London , by the raging
multitude: and from thence the example (pred into all other
Countries of theLand :for they following the example ofthe
Londoners, hauocked, (poyled, killed,and fired asmany Jewes
as they could come by 3 vnull by the Kings VWrits viro the Shi
zifes of euery Councie the tumulc was appealed, and fome few

of
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de Miragil,

of the principal authors and ftirrers of this outrige punifhed-
Anditisto benoted, that cthisyeareche Iewes held for their Tu-
bilie, but it curned cothem a yeare of confulion. Meither were
they thus matTacred only by the Chriftians,bucthey became but-
chers of themf{eluesalfo : For inthe Citie of Yorke, whenas they
had obrained che occupying of a cerraine Caftle forcheir prefer-
uation, and atrerward were not willing toreftore it to the Chri-
ftians againe, being readie to be vanquifhed; and offering much
mony for their liues,when as rhac would noc be accepted,by the
counfell of an old lew among chem, euery one with a fharpe ra-
{or cut anothers throat, whereby a thoulandand fiue hundred of
them were ac that prefenc deftroyed. At Norch-Hampton a
number of them were burnt , tor enterpriling to fire the city
with wilde-fire; which they had prepared for that purpofe ; be-
fides many grieuous impolitions and taxes which were layed
vpon them. At laft by King Edward the firft they were vrter-
ly banifhed this Realme of England, in theyeare 1291 : for
which deed the Commons gaue vnto the King a Fifteene,
And about the fame time allo they were banifhed out of
France for the like practifes: and ftill the wrath of God
ceafech not to punith them in all places wherefocuer they
inhabir,

But that their impietic may be yet more difcouered, T will
here {er downe the confeflion of one of their owne Nation ; a
Tew of Ratisbone conuerted tothe Faith, oneverie skilfull in
the Hebrew tongue. This man being asked many queftions a-
bout their fuperftition and ceremonies, an{wered very fitly : and
being demanded , Why they thirfted fo after Chriftian mens
bloud ? He fayd it was a myfterie onely knowne to the Rab-
bines and higheft perfons 5 but tha this was their cuftome, hee
knew, VWhenany of them wasreadieto die, a Rabbine annoin-
ted him with this bloud, vfing thefe or fuch like words: If hee
that waspromifed iy the Law and ‘Propf.w: hath traly appeared,
and tf this Iefies crucified be the verie Meffias , then let the
blond of this innocent man that died in his Faith, cleife rﬁefﬁa'm
thy finnesyand belpe thee to eternall life. Nay , Epiphanirs affirs

meth,
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meth, That the Iewes of Tyberias did more confidently affirme 49

it than thus: for they would whifperintoa dying mans eare, Be-
leesie in lefrs of Nazareth whops ostr Princes crucified for be [bal
N+ comseroindge thee in the latter day : All which declareth how
o | impious they areto go againft cheir ewne confeience,and vpon
. § how fickle ground all their Religion ftandeth,

CHAP. XIL

L

| Of thefe shatin onr age bae perficnted the Gofpell in the
| perfon of the Faithfull.

+3 5 the Religion of Chrift hath beene hi-
7~ therto cruelly croffed and befieged b
% themightieft Capraines of this World,
1 (as hath beene partly declared) (o ic
\ hathnet beene any better encertained
Q4! by thePotentates of this age, thatceas
{ed not to difturbe the tuier , and pur-
TR B fuetodeath theliues of Gods children
o1 fortheir profeffions fake, and tobring them vrterly toruine: to
|| addreile all the engines and fubtilties of their malicious and
11l wicked Counfels;without lcauiuiany one deuice vnthought of
1| thactheir wit could imagive, or cheir power affoord ; they joy-
- 1| fed crafewich foree, and viletreafon with horrible cruelty, there-
.|| by to fuppreflc che oruth, and quench that faire and cleere light
a1 which God,afterlong time of blindenefle and ignorance, had
1 caufed of his infinice mercie to (hine vpon vs. Their fires were
. || kindled every wherewith the bones of Martyrs, whileft for the
Al f pace of 40 yeares or thereabouts they neuer ceafed to burn thofe
| that were followers of that way. Now when they faw thac all
their butcheriesand burnings were not able to confume this ho-
ly feed,buc thacche more they went about to ¢hokeic,themoreic
rew vp and encreafed,they tookeanother courfe, and raifed vp

troublesand feditionsin all quarters, as if by thac meanes they
T ' " fhould
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Hiftorie of
Martyrs firlt
kooke,

gliricis.

Hiftone ot
France,

fhould arraine the end of their purpofe. Hell vomited vp all
her Furies of warre, the whole earth wasin a tumult, yong and
old with toeth and naile were employed to root out the Church
of Chrift: buc God ftrecching  forth his arme againft all' cheir
practifes, (hewed himfelfe not onelya Conqueror , but' 2lfo a
moft (harpe reuenger of all hisaduer(aries. This is moft appa-
rant in that which happened to Thomas eArondel an Englifh
man, Archbifhop of Canterburie, an enemie and perfecutor of
the Truch of Chrilt: who hauing puc o death diversholy and
vpright men, thinking that all he did was gaine, was rooted out
at laft himfclfe, by 2 moft frange and horrible deach ; forhe that
fought to ftop the mouth of God in his Minifters,and to hinder
the patfage of the Gofpell, had his ownetonguefo fivolne , that
it ftopped his owne mouth, chat before his death he could nei-
ther Jwallow nor [peake , and fo through famine died in great
difpaire.

Felix Earle of Wartemberg, one of the Captaines of the Em-
peror Charles the fift, ba::inig at fiipper at Ausbourg with man
of his companions, where threars wereblowne out on euery fide
againt che Faithfull, fwore before them all, That before hedied
he would ride vp to his {purres in the bloud of the Lutherans.
Bur it hapned. in the famenighe that the hand of God fo ftroke
nim, that he was ftrangled and choked with his owne bloud:and
foherodenot, bur bathed himfelfe, norvp co the fpurres, buc vp
to the throat 5 not in the bloud of the Lutherans,but in his owne
bloud, before he died.

Intheraigne of Francis de Ualois of late memorie, the firft
King of France of that name, thofe men that fhewed them-
{clues frowardeit, fharpeft , and moft cruell in burning and
murthering theholy Marcyrs, were alfo forwardeft examples
of the vengeancecf God prepared for all fuch as they are, For
prootewhereof . the milcrable end of Zabn Roma 2 Monke of
the Order of the Whire Friers, may ferue 5 wh although in e
gard of hishood and habit ought niot tobe placed fn the nuri-
ber of men of note, yet by reafon of che nowble example of

2 ] ¢ ; &t Gods
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Gods vengeance vpon him, we may rightly place hirs in this
ranke. Thisman therefore, at that time when the Chriftians of
Cabrier and Merindol began to {uffer perfecution ; hauing ob-
ezined 2 Commiflion from the Bifhop of Prouence and the Em-
baifador of Auignion, to make inquificion afrer and feife vpon
the bodies of 2l them that were called Lutherans ; ceafed not
to affict them with che cruelleft corments he could deuife: A-
mong many of his cortures this was one, T o caufe their boots
to be filled with boyling greafe, and then faftening chem ouer-
chwartwife ouer a bench,their legs hanging ouer a gentle fire,to
fecth them to death. The French king aduertifed of this his cru-
eleie,fent outhis Jecters Patents from the Parliament of Prouence,

charging, Thac the (aid John de Remalhould beapprchended,

imprifoned, and by procelle of law condemned, Whichnewes 2

when the Caitife heard , hee fled backe as faft as he could trot
to Auignion, there purpoling to recreate and delight himfelfe
with the excrements of his oppreflion and. robberie which hee
had wrung out of the purfesof poore people: but fechow con-
erarie to his hope iefell ou ; for firfthee was robbed of his ewill
gotten goods , by his owne [eruants ; and prefently vpon the
fame he fell {icke of fo horrible and ftrange a dileale, that no
falue or medicine could befound to alluage hus paine ; and belide
it was withall fo loathfome , that aman could not endure his
companic for the ftinke and corruption which iffued from hin.
For which caule the white Friers(hus Cloyfterers)conueyed him
out of their Couentinto the hofpicall, whereencreafing in vicers
and vermine, and being become now ddious,not only to others,
but to himfelfe alfo, lie would often crie; leither to be deliue-
red from his noy{omenefle, or o be flaine,being delwous; but

siot able o performe thedeed vpon humifelfe. And chusinhor- ., °

rible torments and fearefull difpaire hee moft milerably died.
Now being dead, there was none found that ue Se-
pulcure tohis roteen carkafle, had nota Morikeof the fame Or-
derdiagged the carrion incoa ditch, which he pronided for che
putpole, - T g |
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$3 The Lord of Reueft, whoa while {upplied the place of the
Thefame.  chicfePrelident in the Parlianient of Prouence by whofe means
- many of the Faichfull were put todeath , after he was put belide
- his office, and returned home vnro his owne houle , was atra-
ched with o grieuous a fickenelle, and fuch furious and mad
fits withall, chachis wife and neeref} allyance not daring to corme
neere him, he likeafranticke bediam, euraged and {olicarily en-
ded hislife,

A Counfellor of the fame Coure called Bellomont was (o
hot and zealous in pmcc-:ding againft che poare prifoners for
the Word of God'slake, thartothe end o packe them (oone to
the fire, he vlinlly departed nor from che I udgement Hall
from morning to euening , but caufed his meatand drinke to
be brought for his meales, recurning not home but onely at
nigh to take hisreft. Burwhileft he thus ftrongly and endea-
uouroufly employed himfelfe about thefe affaires, there began a
little fore to rife vpon hisfoot, which at the fift being nobig-
gerthan if a walpehad ftung the place, grew quickely o red

and full of paine, and (o encreafed the firft day by ranckeling

ouer all his foot, and inflaming the fame, thac by the judge-

ment of Phyfitians and Chirurgions, throughthe conragious

fire that (pred it {elfe ouer his whole bodie, 1t feetned incura-.

ble, except by cutting off his foot, the other members’ of the

bodie might be preferued: which he in no caje willing to yeeld

vneo, for allthe medicines that were applied varqir, found: dhe

fecond day his whole leg infected , and the third his whole

"~ thigh, and the fourth day his whole bédie, ift fo much that he

died the fame day, his'dead bodiebein; all partchied as if ¢

had beene rofted bya fire, ' Arid :hus%lee' that' was fo ot

in burning poore Chriftians, was himfelfe by a fecrer flameof

Gods wrath, as by flowandfoft fire, burned'and confumed t6

death. sy il 8 |

Hiftoric of Lewes de Vaine brotherin law to Menier the Prefident of the

Martyrsfe- - foid Parliamentof Proucnce, withthe'brother and fofine of Pe-
canin tet Durand, chicfc burcher of the citic Ajax, theeuening bﬂFﬂrc
' : sy SGHE
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their horrible eruclicwas executed a¢Merindoll, fell atdebate 53
amongft themfelues, and the morrow, as inftrumencsof Gods
judgements flew one another.

The Iudge of the Citie Aix (oneef that wretched crewy The fame
drowned himfelfe in his returne , as hee patfed ouer the Riuer

Duarance.

As for the chicfe Tudge that wasprincipall in that mur-

The {ame,

therous aftion, touching the condemnation of thofe poore
foules of Merindolland Cabrieres, hee likewife fuddenly died
before heefaw the execucion of that decree which himfelfe had

fer downe,

dohn Mefnier Lord of Oppede, another chicfe officer of The ame

che aforefaid Parliament, thar gor the leading of that mur-
thering armie againft the poore Chriftians aforefaid commit-
ted (uch excelle of cruelcie, thatthe moft barbarous heachen in

the World would haue yearned to doe. For which caule hee
was allo fummoned to appeare perfonally at the Parliament
of Paris, thereto anfwere to thofe excortions, robberies, and
oppreflions, which werelayed to his charge: and being con-
uinced and found guiltie chereof , was neuerthelefle releafed
and fet at libercie 5 and char which is more, reftored to his
former ftate. Howbeit, though hee crcapcd the hands et men,
yet was hee ouertaken by the hand of God , who knew well
enough the way how toentrap and abate his proud intents =
for euen then when hee was in the heighth of worldly profpe-
ritic , and bulfier than euer , in pearfecuting Chriftians , eucn
then was hee pulled downe by a flux of bloud, which pro-
uoking his priuie parts , engendered fuch a carnofitic and
thicknelle of flefh therein, and withall 4 reftvainc of vrine,
that with horrible outcries and rauing {peeches hee dyed;
feeling a burning fire broyling his enerailes, from his nauell
vpwards , and an extreame infection puuryfying his lower

Fms, and beginning, to feele in this life, both inbodicand
oule, the rigour of eternall fire,prepared for the diucll and his
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Martys,
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Lohn tMartin Trombant of Briqueras in Piemont,vaunting
himfelfe euerie foorin the hinderance of the Gofpell, cut off a
Minifters nole of Angrogne in his brauerie : but immediately
after was himfelfeaffayled by a mad Wolfe, that gnawed off
his nofe as heehad done the Minifters, and caufed him likea
mad man to end his life: Which ftrange judgement was noro=
rioufly knowne to all the country thereabout : and befide,it was
neuer heard thac chis Wolfe had euer harmed any man before.

- Gafpard of Renialme,oneofthe magiftraces of the Citicof An-

uers that adjudged to death eertaine poore faichfull foules, re-
ceiued in thefame place,ere hee remooued,a terrible fentence of
Godsjudgement againfthimfelfe; for hee fell defperate imme-
diately, and wasfaine to be led into his houfe halfe befide hime-

{eife, where crying that he had condemned the innocent bloud,
he forthwith die

CHAP. XIIL
Other examples of the [ame [ubiet,

E“:‘ o %ﬁ Bout the fame 'time there happened a
Qg S\ RN~ verie ftrange judgement vponan an-
% 2S¢ tient Lawyer of Bourges, one Jobn
@ Cranequin, amanof ripe wit naturall,
»y and a grear pradtitioner in his profef-
@{H fion, bur vericignorant in the law of
. ~"God,and all good literature, and o en-
?;_:.?Qﬁ"% #2 0F uioufly bcn:g againft all :lmﬁ: that
knew more than himfelfe, andthat abftayned from the filchie |
pollutions of Poperie, that hee ferued in ftead of a Promotor,
toinforme Ory the Inquificor, of them : but forhis labour, the
armeof God ftrokehim with a maruellous {trange phrenfie,
that whatfoeuer his eyes beheld,feemed in his judgement tobe
crawling ferpents : In fuch fort, that after he had in vaine expe-
rienced all kinde of medicines, yeaand vied the helpe of wicked
i F N g et : forcerie
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forcerie and conjuration, yetatlength his fences were quite be-
summed,and depriued him, and in that wretched and muferable

eftace he ended his life.
Lohn Morin , a mightic enemie to the meeleirs of Gods

truth, one that laboured continually at Paris in apprehending
and accufing the faithfull, infomuch that hee fent dayly mul-
titudes chat appealed from him to the high Court of the pal-
lace ;died himfelfe in-shoft-gricuous and horrible torment.
The Chauncellour of Prat , hee that in the Parliaments of
Fraunce put vp the firft bill againt the faichfull , and gaue
oue the Arft Commiffions to puc them to death , dyed {wea-
ring and blafpheming the name ‘at' God, his ftomacke bee-
ing moft ftrangely gnawne in picces, and confumed with
worimes,

The Chauncellour Oliser becing reftored to his former
eftate, hauing firft (againit his confcience) renounced his Ke-

ligion ; {o allonow (the (ame confcienceof his, checking and Referre thisss

reclayming) hee (] pared not to fhed much innocent bloud, by mong Apofta-
tacs;Lid Il B

condemning them to death. But fuch a fearetull judgement was
denounced againft him (by theverie mouthes of the gulclefle
condemned foules) thae ftroke him into fuch a feare and terror,
that prefently hee fell (icke, furprifed with {o extcreamea melan-
choly, that fobbing forth fighes without intermiffion,and mur-
murings againft God,he foafflicted his halfe dead bodie, like 2
snan robbed and difpolleft of fence and realon,thac with his ve-
herment fics he would o fhakethebed,as if 2 young man inthe
prime of his yeares wich all his ftrength had atlayed todoe it.
And when a certaine Cardinallcame to vifithim in this extre-
mitie,hee could not abide his fight, his paines encreafing chere-
by, butcryed out as foone as he perceiued himdeparced, Thatic
was the Cardinall that brought them allto dampation. When
he had beene thus a long tume cormented,ac laft inextreame ans

guifh and feare he died.

Sit Themas More L. Chancellourof Eng1and,:1 (worne ene- Sleidan lib.9

mie to the Gofpell,and a profeft perfecutor,by fire and fword,
of all thefaithfull, as if thereby heewould grow famous and
E mj get
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ger renowne, caufed to bee erefted a {umptuous Sepulchre, and
thereby (to erernize the memorie of his prophane crueltie) to be
engrauen the commendation of his worthie deeds : amongft
which the principall was, That hechad perfecured with all his
smight the Lutherans ; that 1s, the faichfull : buc ic fell out con=
traric to his hope ; for being accufed,conuitted,and condemned
ofhigh treafon,his head wastaken fromhim,and hisbody found
no other {epulchre tolie in but dhesgebbese

Cardinall Crefeentius, the Popes Emballadour to the Coun-
cell of Trent, in theyeare of our Lord 1552, beeing very bu-
(ie in writing to his mafter the Pope, and hauing laboured all
one night about his letters ; behold ashe raifed himfelte in his
chaire, to ftir vp his wit and memorie,ouerdulled with watch~
ing sahuge blacke dogge with grear flaming eyes, and long
earcs dangling to the ground,appeared vnte him: which com-
ming into his chamber, and making right towards him, euen
vnder the table where he fate, vanilhed out of his fighe : where-
at heeamazed,anda while fencelelle,recoucring himfelfe, called
for acandle,and when he faw the dngg:muld not befound,hee
fell prefently ficke with a firong conceit, which neuer left him
till his deach ; euer crying thar they would driue away the black
dog which (cemed to climbe vp onhis bed : andin that humeur
he died. :

Albertus Pighins, a great enemie of the eruth alfo (in fo
much that Pawlms Touins calleth him the Lutherans fcourge )
beeing ar Boloigne at the coronation of the Emperour, vp-
on a fcaffold , o behold the pompe and gloricof the folems-
nization , the fcaffold burfting withthe weight of the mul-
ticude , hee tumbled hca,dior.fg amongft che guard that ftood
below, vpon the poynts o
bodie cleane through , the reft of his companie efcapin
without any greac hure: for though the number of them whie
fell with the feaffold was grear, yet verie few found chem-
felues hure thereby, {aue onely this honourable Pighiss,thac
gmlnddhisdmthg wound, and loft his hearts bloud, ashath been

¢WE 3
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Poncher, Archbifhop of Tours purfuing the execution of 57
the buining chamber, was himfelfe furprifed wich a firefrom =. Booke of
God,which beginning at hisheele,could neuer be quenched,till Martyrs.
saember after member being cur off, hedied miferably. .- 52 The '[]3”“' ng,
An Augu!’tinc Frier named Lambert, doftor and Priorin the ih;:.f1[r_:;:?' ",
city of Liege,one of the roupe of cruell inquificors for religion, France, which
whileft he was preaching one day with an open mouth againft 7d'udged the
the faithful ,was cut ihort of a fudden inche mid@t of his fermon, © "l"" tiansto
being bercaued of fenfe and [peech, infomuch chat he was faine RE TG
to be caried out ofthe pulpit to his cloifter in achaire,and a few
daies afeer wasdrowned in a dicch.
Intche yearcof ‘our Lord 1527, there was one George Hala Luther
a Saxon, Mimifter of the Word and Sacraments, and a ftout
rofelfour of thereformed Religion, who beeing for thar caufe
Fcnr for to appeare before the Archbifhop of Mentz at Afchaf=
fenburge,was handled on this fathion : they tookeaway his own
hotle, and fet him vpon the Archbifhopsfooles horfe, and (o
{enc him backehomewards , conduéted by one appointed for
the purpofc : who not fuffering him to ridethe commonand
beaten way , but leading him a new courfe thorough vn-
coth parhes, broughe him into an ambufh of thecues placed
there by the Bithepsappointment, who fec vpon him and mur-
thered him atonce 3 but it is notorioufly knowne, that not one
of that wicked rabble came to a good end, but were confumed 3
onc after another.
In acitic of Scotland called Fanum Janius, the chiefe mart
towne of that Countrey, foureof the chiefeft citifens wereac-
culed by a Monke before the Cardinall,for interrupting him in
a Sermon, and by him condemned ta be hanged like heritickes, Hiftorie of
when no othercrimecould be layed to their charge,faue that Mareyrs
they defired the monke to tie himfelfe to his rext, and not to part.7e
voue vpand downe as he did,withoutany certain fcope or appli-
cation of matter. Now 4s they wentto execution, their wiues
fell downeat che Cardinals feer,befeeching and intreating par-
don for their husbands liues : which he was {o farre from gran-
ting, thac hee accufed them alfo of herefic : andcfpecially
one
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oneofthem (whofe name was He/ene) for hee caufedher young
infant to be pulled out of her armes, and her to be put to death
with her husband, for (peaking cerraine words againt che Vir-
ine $arie, which by no teftimonies could be proued againgt
her. Which doome the godly woman taking cheerefully,and
defiring to hang by her husbandsfide; they would not doe her
that laft fauous, buc drowned her in ariuer running by, that i
might cruly be faid,that no jor of mercy or compaliion remained
in them. Butere long the cruell Cardinall found as lieele fauor at
another butchers hands,that flew him in hischamber,when hee
dreamed of nothing lelle,and in his Cardinalsrobes hanged him
ouer the wall to the view of men. And thus God reuenged the
deach of thofe innocents,whofe blouds neuer ceafed erying for
vengeance againft their murtherer,vncill hehad juftly punifhed
him in che fame kind, and after the {ame fathion which hee had
deale wich them. i
Ofthis Cardinall,called Dasid Beron, Buchananss veporteth
many ftrangeaétsof crueltie, both in the Commonwealth of
Scotland, in matters of State, as alfoin the Church, in quefti-
onsof Religion ; how hee {uborned afalle teftament in the dead
kings name,whereby he would haue created himfelfechiefe Go-
mernour of the whole Kingdome, had not his knauerie beene
foone detected :and how hee fer many together by the eares,of
the chicteft {ort, not caring which of themfooneft perithed, fo
that they perithed ; glutemg himfelfe thus wich bloud : But a-
mongft all his cruelties, the leaft was notextended rowardsthe
rofellours of the Gofpell, whom hee endeucured by all meanes
pofiible, not to fuppreile onely, but euen vererly to extinguifh :
Many hee put to death with fire, diuers he forced to reuole with
extreame torments 3 and many hee punifhed wich banifhment:
among whomewas George Buchanan, thereporter of thishiftos
rie ; who beeing taken and imprifoned,efcaped through a win«
dow whileft his keepers (lept,out of this Lyons jawes . Amion
thereft chere was one George Sephocard, amoft learned and in-
cere Preacher of the word of God, in whome his fauage cruel-
vic wasmoft imminent : Thisman abiding acone Jobs Cock.
) brrnes




—r ..

- oa

i TR

— el

= L

==

F= —

Gods Indgements. the Gofpellin our Age.

Burses houle, aman of no fmall reckoning and account, abour
{euen miles from Edenborough, was fieft fent for by the Cardi-
nall, and after beeing not deliuered, hee cogether with the Vice-
erent, befer all che palfagesthar hee might not efcape ; {o that
Cockburne wasconftrained to deliuer him into their hands, vp-
on the alTurance of Earle Bothuel,who promifed co protect him
from all injuries : Howbeit notwith{tanding the Earles pro-
mife, and the countermaund of the Vicegerent, who retufed
¢ meddle with that innocent man, yea and gaue commande-
ment, Thatno proceedings (hould be made againft him;yer the
bloudie tyran condemned him to be puc to death, and alfo
caufed the condemnation to be execured : and chat which doth
morcaggrauatchiscruelcie, hee caufed a place to be prepared for
him and his companie, hung with tapeftric and filke . verie
fumptuoully, tha hee mighe bea joyfull fpeétator, a nd eye-wit-
selle of historments. But marke how the juft judgement of
God (hewedit {elfe epen inthat place:for, as itis in cheformer
ftorie,not long after,this vile buccher was murthered in his own

" houfe,by the confpiracy of Normanus Leflins, fonto the Earle

of Rothufia, whoearly ina morning lurprifed his porters, and
all his feruants, in their fleep,and murthered him in his bed that
had murthered fo many Chriftians: and to ftop therage and fu-
rie of his friends,hung out his body for a fpetacle vnto themin
the fame place wherea liccle before he had with fuch triumph
beheld the torturesof that guiltletfe Martyr. Infomuch that al-
moft all did not only acknowledgethe juft view of Godsjudge-
ment herein, butal{oremembred chelatt words of that conftane
Saint, who being readie o giue vp the ghotk,vicered chis fpeech
in cffeCt : He that fitteth and beholdeth vs fv proudly in that bigh
place, [ball within few dares as vegrochfiully lie,as now arroganily
be fitteth.

A Rorie not much vnlike in mannerof punifhment, happe-
ned in the raigneof king Henry the eighth, to one Sir Kapir £/
farégr,[f.nig,ht marthall 1 the towne of Calice, whowhenas Aa
dams Damlip, otherwile called George backer ,alincere Preacher
or'the w unf of God, was condemned to be exceuced as 2 cratour
10
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6o  in precence, though indecd for nothing but glefmding the
Ads and Mc- truth,agamnft the dregges of poperic ; T.ﬂ_.r::u_ﬂd not {uffer the INNo-
numents page cent and godly man to declareeither his faith,or the caufe hedi-
1333, ed for: bue faid to the Executioner,Difpatch the knaue, haue
done :not permiceing him to {peake a word in his ownedefence
to cleare him(elf from the treafon which was obieéted, not pro-
nied againtt him : but this eruell eyran {wore hee would nee a-
way before hee faw the traicours heare out. Now chis fayd
Sir Rafe in a skirmifh or road betweene the French and vs
at Bulloine,was amongft other flaine, whofe onely death fuf-
ficed not the enemies , but after that they had ftripped him
ftarke naked, they cut off his privie members, and pulled
the heart out of his bodie , and o left him a terrible exam-
ple to all bloudie and mercilelle men : for no caufe was
knowne why they fhould vle him (o racher thanthereft : but
that icis wricten, Faciens inflitias domsirs & indscin omnibous ftge
inria preffs,
Theatrum bi- ?'/fmﬁ Blaner,one of the priuie Counfelloursof the Kin
Foricum. of Scots, wasa fore perfecutorof thefaithfull in chat land : for
which caufe, lying on his death bed , hee fell into defpaire,
and faid, hee was damned, and a caft-away ; and when che
monkes came about him to comfort him, hee cryed out vpon
them ;faying, that their Mafles and other trafh would do him
no good, for hee neuer belecued them, bue all that hee did
was for loue of lucre, and not of rel igion, not refpecting or be-
leauing there was either a God or a Diuell, ora Hell ,or a Hea-
Refer thisallo uen, and therefore hee was damned, there wasno remedic. And
'*‘r{'}'l}“:riﬁf: in this miferable cafe, without any figne of repentance, hee
L .I.E.—‘?P.IL difd-
But let vs come to our homebred Englifh ftories, and confi-
der the judgements of God vpon the perfecutors of Chrifts
Gofpellin our owne Countrey. And firft to begin with one
Doétor whittington, vnder the ra igne of King Hemrse the fe-
feucnch, who by. vertue of his office beeing Chancelour to the
Bilhop had condemned moft cruelly to deach a certaine godly
woman in atowne called Chippingfadberric for the profefli-
on
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on of the truth, which the Papifts then called Herefie. This
woman being adjudgcd to death by the wretched Chancellour,
and the time come when (hee fhould be brought to the place
of her martyrdomc , a grear concourfe of people both out of
towne and countrey was gathered to beheld her end : A-
mong whom was alfo the forefaid Doétor there prefent, to
fee the execution performed. The godly woman and manly
Martyre with greac conftancic gaue ouer her life to the fire,
and refuled no paines or torments to keepe her confeience
clecre and vnreproomble againit the day of the Lord. Now
the Sacrifice being ended , as the people began co returne
homeward , they were encountered by a mighric furious
Bull, which had efcaped from a Butcher that was abour ro
kill him, (for at the fame time as .they were flaying this
fillic Lambe at the Townes end , a Buccher was as bulic
within the Towne in {laying of this Bull.® Bat belike not
fo skilfull in his art of killing of Beafts , as the Papifts bes
in murthering Chriftians,, the Bull broke loofe, as 1 fayd,
and ranne violently through the throng of the people, with-
out hurting either man or childe, cill%a: came to the place
where the Chauncellour was , againft whome, as pricked
forward with fome fupernatural inftinét , hee ranne full
bute , thrufting him at the firft blow  through the paunch,
and' after. goaring - him through: and threugh , and fo kil-
led him immediacely , trailing bis guts with his hornes all
the ftreér ouer, to the great admiration and wonder of all
that faw. ir.

Behold here 2 plainedenionftration of Godsmightic paw-
ersdnd. judgement ! againft a wretched, perdccutor of one of
his spoore fodke : wherein (albeitithe  carnal fence of man
doth: often impute to-blinde chance thar which properly pez-
caineth to the onely power. and. prouidence of (God) yee
none can be {6 dullanf:lj ignorant , but mufk needs confelle a
plaine miracle of Gods aliightic ipower ; and a worke of his

owne finger.
Sibe. 1 Stephen
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Stephen Gardiner alfo,who was one of the grand butchers isi
this land, whata miferable end csme he vnro 2 euen: the fame
day that B, Ridleyand M. Latimer were burned at Oxford : he
hearing newes thereof, rejoiced greatly, and being at dinner ate
his mear merrily : but ere he had eaten many bits, thefudden
ftroke of Gods terrible hand fell vpon him, in fuch (ort, that im-
mediatly he was taken from the boord, and broughe tohis bed,
whete he continued fifteene dayes in inrollerable anguifh, by
reafonhe could not expell his vrine ; fo that his body being mu-
ferably inflamed within(who had enflaried fo many godly mar-
tyrs) was brought to 2 wretched end , with his rongue all blacke
and {wolne, hanging out of his mouth mioft horribly : a{pes
&acle worthie to be beholdenofall fuch bloudic butning perfes
cutors, : :

Banner Bithop of London, another arch-butcher, though he
fiued long after tis man, and diedalfoin his bed 5 yerwas1c fo
prouided of God, that as he had beena perfecuror of the light,
and 2 childe of darkenelle, (o his carkaile was cumbled into the
earth in obfcure darkenefle at midnight, contrarie to the order
of all other Chriftians : and as he had been a moft cruel murthe-
rer, (o was he buried among theeues and murtherers 3 a place by
Godsjudgement rightly appointed forhim, b5

Morgan Bifhop of S. D.miﬂ':.r ﬁtring vpon the condemnation
of the bleiled Marcyr Bithop Farrar , whofe roome he vnjuftly
viurped, was not long after ftricken by Gods hand after fuch.a
frange {ort, thac his meat would not go downe, burrife and
picke vp againe, fometime at his mouth, fometime blowne out
of his nofe, rioft horrible to behold; and fo continued wvnrohis
death.  Where note 1noreouer, that when Mafter Leyfor (1bew
ing then Sherife at Bithop Farrars burning ) had fetche away
the cartell of the(aid BiI‘Emp, from his feruants houfe inro-his
owne caftodic,, diuersof them would neuer eat mear’, buclay
Bellowing and roaring ;'and fodied. Adde vnto this Bithop
M organ, IuIJCiC:-Lﬂfarg#.u alud ge thac (at vpoi thedeath of the
Ladic Zare ; this Iuftice, not long after the execugion of thca[;]id

5 . fhdE.
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Ladie, fellmad, and being thus bereftof his wits, died, hauing
euer inhis:mouth, Ladie fane, Ladie Jane. &ific canyic . o

Bifthop Thornton Suffragan of Douer, another grand perfe-
cntor, comming vpon a Saturday from the Chapter-houfe at
Canterburie, and there vpon the Sundzy following looking vp-
on his men playing at bowles, fell fuddenly intoa palfey , and
died (hortly after. ‘And being exhorted to remember God in
his' extremitic of fickeneilc: So 1do (faid he)and my Lord Car-
dinalltoo, &¢.

Afier him {ucceeded another Sufffagan, ordained by thefore-
faid Cardinal, and equall to hus predecetlor in cruel perfecuting
of the Charch;who enjoying his placebuta fhort time,fel down
a paire ‘of ftaires in the Cardinals chamber at Greenwich , and
broke his necke, and that preferely (let it be noted) after he had
received the Cardinals blefling.

The like fudden deach hapned to Doétor Danning the blous
dieand wretched Chancellor of Norwich, who after he had moft
rigoroufly condemned and murthered a number of fimple and
Earthfull {eruants of God, was (uddenly firicken with death euen
ashe was fitting in hischaire,

The like al(ofell vpon Berry, Commiflaric in Norfolk,ano.
ther bloudie perfecutor ; who toure dayes after Quecne Aaries
deach hauing madea great feaft, whereat was prefent one of his
concubines 3 as he was comming home from the Church,
where he had miniftred che Sacrament of Baptifme , fell
downe fuddenly to the ground wich a heauie groane, and neuer
ftirred after, chus ending his miferable life withouc any | hew. of
repentance.

So Doétor Geffrey Chancellor of Salisburic, another of the
fame {tampe, was fuddenly {tricken with the migheie hand of
Godin themid® of his buildings, where he was conftrained to
yeeld vp his life, which had o litcle pictic of othermens liues be-
Fore: andit isto benoted, that theday before hewas thus ftrig-
ken,hehed - poinced to call before himnineue poore Chrifti-
ans, to exasine them by inguulition , buc the goodneile of God

and his enderprowdence preuented him, .
Daétor

the Gofpellin our Age.
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Do&or Foxford, Chancellor to Bithop Sreckefley, died alfo
fuddenly. So.did Iultice Lelond che perfecutor of one Lefferey
Haurff,

Alexander the Keeper of Newgate, a cruell enemie to thele
thiat lay in thar prifonfor Religion, died verie miferably, being
folwollen, that he was more like a monfter thanaman,and fo
voteen within thar no man could abide the {mell of him. His fon
called Zames after he had (pent all hisfachers fubftance riotoufly,
fell downe fuddenly in Newgatemarket, and chere wretchedly
died. 7ohn Peter fonnein taw tocthelaid edlexander , and no -
Ieflecruell to the poore Chriftians, rotted away and fo died.

(o an earneft Proteftant in King Edwards dayes', and in
Queene < Maries time a Papift ,and a Promoter, going well
and in healch to bed(as it {feemed) was dead before themorning,

Allthefe almoft, with many mere which I could recite, died
fuddenly , being moft cruell and horrible perfecutors of the
flockeof Chrift. Many there were, which choughthey efcaped
fudden death, yer did notauoida moft miferable and wrerched
end. Inthenumber whercof J may place firit Alexander the
Keeperof Newgate , together with his fonnein law fobn Pe-
ter, of whom mention was made before: Alfo Mafter #oodroofz
the Sherife of London , whovfed to rejoiceat thedeath of the
poore Saints of Chrift, and would not fuffer Matter Regers,
going to his mattyrdome, to (peake with his children: this man
lay feuen or eighe yeares bid-rid, hauing one halfe of his bodie
all benumimed, and {o continued il hisdying day. Alfo one
Eurton the Baylite 'of Crowland in Lincolnefhire,, who ha.
ning beene a Proteftant in oucward thew in King Edwards
dayes,as{oone as Queene CMary was quictly feated in the king.
dome, became verie carneft in ferting vp the Mafle agsine, and
conftrained the Curar by threats, to leaue the Englifh Seruice,
and fay Mafle. This blinde Bailife not longafter, ashewas ri-
ding with oncof his neighbours, a Crew flying ouer his head,
let her excrements fall vpon his face, the poyfoned ftinke and
fauour whereof fo annoyed his ftomacke,that he neuer left vomi-
ung violl he came home, and there after cercaie dayes, ‘with
€X~
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extreame paine of vomiting, crying and curfing the Crow, de-
fperately he died without any token of repentance. Alfo one
Robere Bawldwine, who being fericken with lightning, artheta-
}cing of Hilliam Seaman , pil'lf:d away and died. Robert Blom-

veld allo, Baslifeto Sir Zobn [ cmmﬁfmw, afeer hehad pmfecrm;d
one Mater Browne, pined away both in his goods and bodie, by
a confumption of both.

Williams Swallow the cruell tormentor of George Eples | was
fhortly afcer fo plagued of God, tharall chehaire of his head,and
nailes of his fingers and roes went oft'y his cyes' were well neere
clofed vp,that he could {cant fee ; his wife alfo was ftricken with
the falling ficknelle, with the which maladie fhe was neuer infe-
ted before.

Laftly (to omit many other) one Twiford is not to be forgot-

ten ; whoin King Henries dayes was a bulie doer in fetting vp

ftakes for the burning of poore Martyrs: and fecing the {takes
confume fo faft, promded abig tree cutting off thetop, and fet
itvp 1n Smichfeld ylaying, £ will bawe a flake that [ball beld,
But behold Gods hand ; before euer thar tree was coniumed,the
ftate of Religion turned,and he tell intoa horrible difeafe, rat-
ting aliue aboue cthe ground before he died.

Befides chefe, many there were thac hanged themfelues. As
tor t}:amplc, ong ( larke an open enemic o the Gofpel i Kmg
Edwards dayes, hanged himfelfe in the Tower. So did Pasier
the Towne-Clerkeof Londen,anocher bitcer enemie tothe Go-
fpell. So did the fonneof one Lesar a husbandman,that mocke
and corned at the holy Martyr Mafter Latimer,being dead ;and
thac at the fame houre, as neereas could be gathered, whileft has
father was railing vpon thedead Martyr. So did Henric Smith
a Lawyer,who hauing bin a Proteftanc,became a Papift. Others
drowned themfelues, asnamely Richard Long at Calice,in k_}ng
Henric the cights dayes. Jobr Plankyey a Eellow of New Col-
ledge in Oxford, in the yeare of our Lord 1566 And one La-
ningtona Fellow of thefaine Colledge,ina wel at Padua, or as
fome thinke, ar Rome. _ :

Others were ftricken with madnefle: in which ranke pi:atif
i E Tt
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Girlt Tuftice Morgan, of whom wemade mention 4 fictle before : &
Then, a Sherifes feruant that railed vpon James e Abbesa godly
Martyr,as he was going tobe burned : faying, Thatheewasan |
Heretiqueand amad man: butas fooneas the fire wasput tothe |
Martyr (fuch wasthefearefull ftroke of Gods juftice vponhim) |
he was there prefently in the fight of all the people ftricken with
afrenzie, crying out aloud,that Zames e Abbes was faued,buthe
was damned ; and fo continued till his dying day. So likewife
oneialliamss 2 Student in the inner Temple, 1n the midft of his
railing againft the Gofpell of Chrift and the profetTors thereof,
fell ftarke mad,

Many other examples of the like kinde I could here adde, bue
he thac defireth to read and know more thereof, let him haue re-
courfe vnto the latter end of the Aéts and Monuments of the
Englifh Church, wherche fhall findea whole catalogue of (uch | |
likeexamples. :

The ouerthrow of many mightie ones in ourage, ferue fora
looking-glalle toreprefent the Ei gh exploits of the wonderfull |
judgements which the King of Kings hath fent vponthofe that ||

aucin any placcor countrey whatfozuer, refifted and ftrouca- |
ﬁainﬂ' the Truth: whereof fome after grear viétories, which by '
their (ingular dexteritie and worldly. wifedome in the manna-
ging of their affaires, haue atchicued, by a peruerfe and ouer- |
thwart end, centrariero theirformer profperitie, haue darkened | |
and obfcured the.renowne and glorie of all their braue deeds, |
their good report dying with their bodies, and theircredic im-
paired and buried with them in their graues. Othersin like man-
mer hauing addretled all their forees, and layed their barterieand
placed all cheirpieces and canons againft the walls of Sion, ‘and
thinking to blow it vp and confume it to athes, haue made man
breaches into the fides thereof , yea they haue (o bene all their
firength 4gainft it, and afflicted ic with fuch outragious cruelty,
and vomercifull effufion of bloud, that it is pittitull and lamen-
tabletoremember : howbeit after all their policiesand pratifes,
cheir mur:ge hath beene avlength abated, and themfelues
sk od onsatter another.out of this world, with manifeft markes
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of the juft vengeance of God v[‘::m them, For thoughit may g7 _

feeme for a time that God flecpeth,and regardeth not the wrongs
and oppreflions of his feruants, yeche neuer faileth to carrie a
wacchfull eyé vpon them, and in his ficteft time to reuenge him-
{elfe vpon their encmics. 4

CH AP. XIIIIL

A Hymne of the perfecution of Gods Church, and the dels-
weranceof ihe fame. -

BEIGD. Long the werdant fields all ricblydy'd

JWRANSY 17ith Natures pamtments @ with Flora's pride
WiEmas Whofe gooaly fn ninds are linely Chryftal fireames
Begirt with bow'rs to kecpe backe Phoebus beames
Enen when the g#w;&!;)ﬁ: torch, the Worlds grest eye,
Aduanc's bis rayes oreshwartly [rom the skie,
wAnd by bis power of heanenly influence

Rewin/ dehe feeds of Springs decay deffence -

T ben many Flocks unite in peace andlowe,
Not [ecking ought bus natural beboue,
Paff quiesly wncharg dwithother care,
Sawe of their feed within that paflure fare.
Thefe Flocks a Sheepeard bad (of power and skill)
To fold andfeed, and fane shem from all ill:
By whefé aduice they liv' d , whofé whelefome veice
T bey beard and fear'dwith lose,and did rejoyce
Therein with melodie of fong andpraife,
And dance, to magnifie his Name alwaits.
Heis their Guide. they are bis Flocke and Fold,
Nor will they be by any elfecontreld.
Well knowing, thar whoms ke takes care 1o feed,
He will preferne and faue in sime of need;

Fy Tl
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T hres liw dthis boly Flocke at hearts content,

Tiélcruel Beafls all fer on raui(hment,

Broke off their peace,and ran vpon with rage,

Them(elues, their T oung, and all their beritage ; -

Slisting their throats, dewenring Lambes and all, F

And difGipating them that [cap't their thyall. '

T ben didthe jellie feaft to faft transforme,

(S0 ask’t the furic of that ragefull fiorme)

T beir joyfull fong was turn'dto mournfull eries, L

wAndall vheir gladne(fe chang'd o welladyes, '

Whereas Heaw'n griesing, clad it felfe in blacke , 1'

But Earthin vproretrinmph's as their wracke.

What profits then the [beephooke of their Guide ?

Or that be byes vpen a beacons fide,

With waschfull eye to circom(iribe their trame, I

And bath no wore regard vt their paime :

To fanc them from (uch dangers imminent )
(Some [ay) as are [a often incident. g

“Tis wot for thas bis arme wans frength to breake '

All prond attempts that men of might do make +

Or that be will abandon vnto death

His Owne , deere bought withexchange of bis breath.

Nor muft we thinke, that though they die they perifi: 5

Death dyes inthem, and they in death veflonrsfh ;

wAnd rgt.f lifes loffe, a better life rennes,

Which afier deark esernally enfies.

Thengh then their pafions neuer feeme (6 greas,

Tet nener compfort wants to fwage their beat :

Though Rrength of torments be extreame. in duranee.
Tetare they quenchs by Hope's and Faith's Jﬁrﬂy;;_s
Eor thankefull Hope, if God be grounded in i,

Afures she beart, and pacifies the firit.
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To thems that lowe and rencrence bis Name, 69
Profperitie betides, and want of [hame.
Thus canno Tyran pullthem from the hands
of mightic God, that for their (afetie flands -
Who euer [es, and ener can defend
T hem whome be loues be lones vnto the end :
So that the more their furie ouerfloweth,
T he more each one bis owne defiruction foweth,
wA nd as they firine with God in policie,
So arcthey [oonty breught to mﬁ{iﬁ.
Like as the [auage Boare diflodg’d from des,
A nd botly chafed by par[uit of men,
Run's furioufly on them that come him neere,
And gores lum[elfe vpon the hynters [peare::
The gentle puiffans Lambe, their Champion bold,
So belp's toconquer all that bhwrs's bis fold,
T hat quickely shey and all their Progenie
Confounded is, and brosght to miferies
T hisis of Tudab the couragions Lion,
The conquering Captaine, and the Rocke of Sion
W&nﬁzfmaur i5 as great 10 Tacobs Line,
As i5 bis fearefull fromne to Philifline.

CHAP. XV,
Of Apeftara’s and Backfliders, thas through infirmstie and
feare hawe fallen away.

=0T is a kinde of Apoftafic and Backfliding
condemned by the firft commaundement
of the Law; when as he that hath been once
enlightened by the' Word of Ged in the
knowledge of faluation, and nouriftied and .
infrruéted therein from the cradle, doth af-
terward caft behinde his backe the grace
F i of
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of Godsfpiric, or difallow thereof, and exempt himfelfe from
the feruice of God, to {erue Idols, or makeany ourward fhew to
do it: which kindeof (innemay be committed after two fores s
either through infirmiticand feare,or willinglyand with delibea
ration : when not being prefled or conftrained thereto by any
outward meanes, aman doth cleerely and of himfelfe abandon
and forfake the erue Religion, to march vnder the banner of Sa-
tan and Ancichrift, And chis is alfo of ewo forts: either when'a
man doth [imply forfakethe profe(fion of the Truth, 1o follow
fuperftition and Idolatrie, without attempring any thing befide
the meeredenial of his Faith 5 or when after his rewole Liee pro-
fefleth nor onely the contrarie Religion, butalfo endeauoureth
himfelfe by all meanes polible to aduance it-, and: to op-
pretle and lay fiege to thedoétrine of Gods Truth in thefe that
maintaine the fame. By thisit appeareth that there are three
kindes of Apoftacie:one as it were enforced and compelled,
thefecond voluntarie, the laft both voluntarie and malicious
which though they be all verie hainous and offenfiue in the
fight of God, yer thefecond and chird forcare moft dangerous,
and of them alfo one more hurtfull and pernicious than the
other, as wee fhall perceiuc by chac which followeth: Now as
all chefe kindes are different one from another, fo.I will refer
the examples of each fort to his feterall place; that the efficas
ci¢ thereof may be " the better perceited. - And firlt of ‘thofe
which haue fallenaway through feare and infirmitie,and a‘ter-
ward in order of thereft, ﬂ]:%nnugh tharthey who by the con-
ceic and feare of torures prefenced before their cyes,orof fpeedie
and crucll death threatened againttchem, do decline and {lide
backe from the profeffion thﬁ{! Gofpell,may preiend for excufe
the weaknes & feeblencs of the flefh, yet doubles they are found
guilty before the throne of God. for preferring the loue of this
tran(icory & teinperary life before the Zeale of his glory,and the
“honor which s due o his onely begorten Son, efpecially ar that
kime when they are called our of purpoic. by their Martyrdome to
- witnes hisfacred truch before men,& he defirech moft tobe glo-
mfied by cheur free & conftant perfeucrance therin; to the which

perfe-




Geods Indgements.
perfeucrance they are exhorted by many faire promifesof eter-

. mall life and happineiTe: and from the contrarie terrified by

threats of death and confulion, and vpon paineto be difcarded
fromthe prefence of Chrift before God, becaufe they haue deni-
ed him here beforemen = which is the miferie of all miferies, and
the greateft that can happen to any man ; for what fhall become
of that manwhom the Sonne of God doth not acknewledge 2
Now to proouethac God isindeed highly offended arthis fame-
hearted cowardlinelle , hee himfelfe hath made knowne vnto
vs, by the pumitbments which diuers times hee hath fent vp-
ontheheadsof fuch offendors. As in the time of the Empe-
rour Falerian the eighth. perfecutor of the Church , vnder
whofe perfecution albeit that many Champions beftirred
themfelues moft valiantly in that combat of Faith ;yet there
wanted notfome, whofe hiearts failing them , and who in ftead
of maintaining and ftanding for their caule to the deach, as
they ought to haue done, retyred and gaue vp themfcluesto the
Enemicat firft affaule. Amongft the number of which doub-
tic fouldiers,there was one that went vp into the Capicoll at

Rome, inthat place where Zupiters Temple in old time ftood, E_rpri.m in hi3
ermons éde

Lap(u multos

to abjure and recant Chrift and his prefeflion : which hee

through Infirmitie,

7r

had no fooner done, but hee was prefencly ftrucke dumbe ;

and fo wasjuftly punilhcd in that verie member wherewith he

had offended.

A woman likewife hauing renounced her profeflion, and cypridn.

fecling in her fclfe no remerle of confcience for her fall , wene
as fhee was woont to do in the time of her reft and profperitic,
tothe Bathes and Hot-houfes to refrefh her felfe, as if all had
gone well with her : buc fhee was fo {cifed vpon and pofletied
by an euill Spiric , thac in ftead of pleafure, which fhef{ought
for, fhee fell rolamenting, and tormenting her owne Hefh, and
chopt in pieces with her daintic teeth her rebellious tongue,
sherewith fhee had {poken wicked words, and difhonoured
God, and tafted meates offered to Idols : and fo this poore
wretch, whereas (he fhould haue wafhed her felfe in teares of

eyue repentance, and in the rrue bath of graccand mercie, be-
£ ‘ F Sl
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caule(he had more care of cleanling herbodie from filch, chan
her foule from (in, became corrupt and filthie both bedie and
foule, by the meanesof that vncleane fpirit which God had gi-
uen power to affliét her : and armed her own mouth,which had
tafted, chewed, and fwallowed that curfed food, furioufly to
rifcagainft her felfe to deftroy her : fo thac the became her owne
murtherer, for (he {uraiued not long, by reafon that her bowels
and entrails were choked vp to the throat with paine.

Another woman well {tricken inyeares, thac in like manner
had reuolted from the T'ruth, thruft her felfenorwichftanding
into the allemblie of the Faichful, as they were recennng che ho-
ly Sacrament. But that holy food which nourifhed the foules
of them thar beleeued , turned to her'bane 5 for fhe found
there in ftead of a peace, a fword;'in ftead of nourithment,
deadly and mortall poyfon : in fuch fort, that immediately af-
ter the receic of that holy Supper , (he began to be mernailoul
troubled and vexed 1n foule, and felc the hand of God fo heauie
vpon her for her offence committed in denying her Sauiour, to
fhun her perfecucion,that trembling and ftamping fhe fel downe
dead.

There was alfo in like manner a certaine man, that hauing re-
nounced his faith, did notwithftanding prefent himfelfe ac the
celebration of the holy Supper, prefuming to come and eat at
his Table,whom he had a Iictle before denied 5 but receiuing in-
to his hand part of the Sacrament as well asthereft, and thin-
king to put it into his mouth, it was turned into afhes : where-
upon he ftood amafed and confounded in himfelfe, God muani-
fefting inhim, that hechar reuoked his faich, and recoiled from
Chrift Tefiss, Chrift Tefus would recoile from him,and giue him
oucr to death, by depriuing him of his grace, and fpoilng him
of the power of his quickening and fauing Spirir,

Thefc are the fearefull examples of Gods Iudgements, which
5. Cyprianreporteth to haue light vpon Backefliders in'histime ;
adding morcoucr, that befides thefe, many were Pnlﬁlfe& with
diuels, robbed of their wits, and enraged with furicand madnes,
and all for dhis offence of Apoftafic. =

' Amongft
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Among|tall the examples of our age, of Gods fevere 1 uftice

vpon Apoftates, the example of Francis Spieraan Iralian Law- Sleiden li.21.3

yer, aman of credic and auchoritie in his Countyey , is moft
piceifull and Jamentable :who hauing embraced the true Reli-
gion withmeruailous zeale, and made open profeffion of the
{ame , feared not freely to declare his opinion of euery point
of Doétrine that came in queltion,, and grew 1n knoiwledge
cuerie day more and more. But it was not long erche was com
plained of ro the PE:F{S Embatladeur : which whenhee vnder-
ftood, and faw the danger wherein he ywas hike to fall, after hee
had long debated and difputed the matcer in hiis owne confci-
ence, the counlell of the Pﬁ:ih and worldly wifedome preuailing,
hee refolued at laft co go to the Embaifadour , to the entent
toappeafe his wrath, and do whatfoeuer he (hould command.
Thus comming to Venice, and ouer-ruled with imunoderate
fearc , he confelled that he had donc amile, and craued pars
don forthe fame , promifing euer afiertobean obedient Sub-
jeftto the Popes Lawes: and that which is more, whenit was
cnj,q:-}rnad him , that -athis renuene home he fhould in his-owne
Countrey openly recant his former profeflion , heerefuled no,
bue performed his recantationin due fort. But ic chanced verie
fooneafter, that this miferable man fell ficke of bodie and foule,
and began to delpaireof Gods mexcie towards him. His Phy-
(itian perceiving his difpolition judged , thatthe caufe of his
bodies difeafe, wasa vehement conceit and thoughe of minde s
and cherefore gaue aduice to minifter counlell to his troubled
minde verie carefully, thacthe caufe being taken away, the effeét
alfo mightfurceale. To this end many learned men frequented
him euery day, recaliing into his minde,and laying open before
him many expre(le places of Scripture touching thegreaneileof
Gods mercie. W hich things he auouched tobe true, bue fayd,
that thofe premifes pertained not to him , becaufehee had re-
nounced Chrift Iefus, and forfivorne the knowne truth,and that
for this caule nothing was prepared for him bichell fire, which

alieadic in fouldhe faw and felc : 1 would (faid he) willinglysif
it
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74 it were poffible, loue God; bue itis altogether impoflible. T ofi-
\ ly feare.bhum without Joue. Thefe and fuch (peeches vied hee
with aftedfaft countenances neither did his rongue at any time
runne at randome, nor. his anfwers: fauour of indifcretion
or. want. of memorie ; buc: aduifedly warned all thae ftood
by to take hiced by his example, how to liften too much to
worldly wifedome, efpecially when they fhould be called before
mien to profelle che Religion of Chrift. - And lying in this ex-
trennrie; herefufed all manner of fuftenance, rebuking and be-
ing angrie with his fonnesthat opened hismouth to make him
{wallow fomefood to fuftaine him ; faying, Sincehe had forfa-
ken his Lord and Mafter, all his crearures oughtto forfake him;I
am afeard of euery thing, there is not a creature thae hach noe
confpired to worke my ﬁ:i’cru&iml : let me die, let me die, chac T
may go and fecle that vnquenchable fire, which alreadie confu-
smeth meeyand which 1 can by no meanes efcape. - And thus
he died indeed, pinedtodeathin defpaire and horrible ‘torment
of confcience.

centurizteas  INichomachus aman thaeftoutly profeifed Chrift Iefus in pro-
[peritie, being brougheto hiserial at Troas; and pue into tor-
ments, hedenied him ; and being deliuered by that means, con-
{ented to ofter facrifice vinto Idols. Butasfooneas he had 6ni-
{hed his facrifice, ke was hoifted vp by the Spirit of darkenefTe,
whofe darling now he was, and dalhed againit che earth s fo chae
his reeth biting his profane tongue (wherewith he' had denicd

his Sauiour) in two, he died incontinently,
Theatrambi-  Tamerns a profellor of thetruc Religion, was (educed by his
Rericum. brother to cleaue vato Poperie, and to torfake his firft loue : bue
for his defection from the truch, the Lord gaue him vpinto a

reprobace {ence, fo that inlling into difpairche hung himfelfe.

545 Richard Denton a Blackelmith dwelling at Wels in Cam-
~ ""bridge-fhire, having beene a profeilor of the Gofpell before
time 5 when #illiam Woolfey Martyr (whom the faid Desnsos
had fitft conuerted vnco the Truth) fent him certaine mony out
@ prilon at Ely,with chis commendations, That hemaruelled he
tarri-
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Gods Tudgements. through Infirmitic,

| nnicdfolong behinde him, feeing he was the firft that deliue- 75

' || red himthe booke of Scripture into his liand, and told him thar

' it was the truth : his anfwver was this, I confefle it istrue, buralas Aéts and Mo-
- I cannotburne, But he that could not burne inthe caufe of numents, pag
' | Chrift, was afterward burned 2gainft his will ; for in the yeare '7'%

| 1564 his houfe was fecon fire, and whileft he went in o fauehis

: Snnds, he Yoft his life. Jetff 2 afier Marovre v e dine froviee o

5 L. s " 5 r ! II
Therewasalfo one Burton Bailife of Crowland in Lincelne- (awiecrétmey carsess: i

thire,who pretending an earneft friendfhip to the Golpel in king scepemcdiperecss
| Edwards time;; afterche Kings deach began luftily to fet vp the ~ -7
. | Popifh Matleagaine, and would haue beaten the poore Curit, if
: hehad notfetrledhimfelfe chereto: buc fee how the Lords judge-
- mentouertooke him 3 as he cameriding from Fennebanke one
day, a Crow flying ouer hishead, lec fall her excrements vpon A&sand Mo.
. his face,{o that it ran from thecopef his nofe down to his beard, J:L:L nis, p-g»
: the poyfoned fenc and fauour whereof (o0 annoyed his ftomacke, 2
that he ricuer ceafed vomiting votill he camie home: and after
falling deadly licke; would neuer receiueany meat, bur vomited
ftill, and complained of that ftinke, curfing the Crow thac had
poyfoned him : to be fhort,within few dayes he died defperacly,
withoutany token of repentance ofhis former life.
Hither may weadde theiexamples of one Henrie Smith a A&s and Mo-
Lawyér of the middle Temple, and e 4rnoldiss Bomelins a Sty numents.
r dent of Louvaine ; both which hauing profetled the Truch a
| while,and after being feduced by euill companie, the one of G-
ford,the otherof Malter Teleman, Smich afterward hanged him-

| felfe in [1is chainber in the Temple,inthe yere of our Lord, 156,
Bomélins murchered himfelfe wich his owne dagger.. And chus
thele cwo Apoftaca’s telc the heauie fcourge of Gods wrath , for
zeuoling from che Bruch which they once profetied.

CHAD.
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CHAP: XVIL

Of thofe that baue willingly fallen away.

Hele kinde of Apoftata’s which weare
3] now to {peake: of , are fuch as with-
" out any outward compulfion'; threats,
y or likelyhood ‘of danger, forfake free-
12 1y Gods ueReligion, and giue them-
&l (clues ouer to all Idolaurie:: Agamnft
whotne there is a Decrée ordained in
2 thethirteenth of Desteronomie 5 by the
Law-giuer of Heauen: which isthis; If the inbabitantsof any
Citie haue turned from the Lord; to follow after ffrange gods, let
them be. deftyoyed with the edge of their fword and their Citie con-
[iemed with fire, that they may be wrrerly vafed owr andbroughe to
nothing. This was chefinneef Salomon King of Ifvael (a braue
and ::1igh:‘ie kingdo‘mc in his time)'a man {ubjectto none for
Jower, nor fearing any for authoricie: yet for all this, fo filthil
recoyling from the Truth which he knew and had profefled,
tlat in Tead of feruing the erue God, hee becamea feteer vp of
falfe Idols, and that of hisowne frecwill -and pleafure : hethat
had beene fo wel brotght vpand inftructed from his childhood
in true religion by his Schoolemmifter the:Propher Narhan,in-
to whofe charge heewas committed sand fo oftenand earneftly
admonifhed by hisfather Dianid,to obferue diligently:the law: of
God. todireét his wayesthereby sand' whom Cod vouchfafed
this honour, to appeare twice vito, and to enrich and aderne -
wich fuch excellent wifdome, thatthe Qireene of Saba hearing
his report,came to Terufalem to be hisaudicer:euen this Salomon
in his old age, when heefhould haue been moft ftedfaft and con-
ftant, fuffered himfelfe to be feduced by the enticements of his
ftrange wiues and concubines, to offer {eruicevnto ﬂran%c gods,

& 1o forfake the God of heanen,to worfhip theidols of the Gen-
tiles,




Gods Tudgemgnts.

tiles, And as his renowne was greac and famous before for
building that fumptuous and beaurifull Temple at Ierufalem 5
{o washis obloquie and reproch the greater, for ereéting Alrars
and Chappels for theldols of his wiues and concubines , cuen
for eucric one of their Idols, to the intent toflacter and pleafe
their humours : it was therefore juft and equall , that the Lord
( his wrach being prouoked againft him) raifed vp two firong
encmies that wreught him and his people much fcath.  Yea
moreouer, Jeroboams oneof his owne feruants (whileft hee yec
liued) was by the ordinance of God defigned King ouer ten
Tribes: and fo God punifhed him for his Idolatrie and backe-
fliding , leauing him but a fmall portion of the Kingdome to
continue co his Succeflors : which, had it not beenc for his fa-
ther Dawids{ake,had beene allotaken away. It iscrue, Thae
wee read not that he euer hindered the fernice of the Temple,
or compelled or perfuaded any man to worfhip an Idoll : yet he
did enough to make him culpable before God of a gricuous
finne, in that he being the head and Soueraigne Magiﬁ:ram of
the people, committed {uch wickednetle and (uch Apoftafie in
Ifracl: befide, it 1s a meruailous ftrangeching , thac in all his
Hiftoriethere is not fo muchasany roken mentioned, or to be
gathered, of his truerepentance after chis notable fall, And he
that well weigheth the nature and qualitie of chis (inne , (hall
perceiue thar it fomewhat refembleth thac which is fpoken of in
thefixch Chapter to the Hebrewes, verle 4, 5, 6 : for Salomon
was not {0 ignorant and deftitute of the knowledge of God,
butracher had che treafure of wifedome in fulnefleand aboun-
dance, and was endowed with the gifts and graces of Gods Spi-
rit, that hee was abléto inftruét others, and te difcharge a Do-
&tors place in the Church, ashealfo did both by word and wri-
ting. And although that the Sonne of God was not as then yet
manifefted in theflefh , yet the power and cfficacie of his deach
being cuerlafting , and from the b—::j;inning, whereof the Law
with the ceremonies and facrifices thereof’, was as it were a
Scheolemaifter, could not be hidden from him. Ihﬁcf?rc fo
oone

< i

through Wilfulnefle.
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28 foone as he addi€ted himfelfe to his idolatrie, he forthwith 2
Itis manifeft, bandoned theholy ordinances and (acrificesof Gods Law , and
that Salomos  quicced himfelfe of the promifeof faluation therein contained 5
g!f% e & difannullingand making of nonceffeét, as concerning himfelfe,
g e God thegraceof the Mediator, ordained from the beginning : (o thae
loued him, Se- hisdownefall wasrerribleand perillous. Yet therebe chacchinke
codly, becaufe thar afrerall chis he wrote the booke of Ecclefiafter, as a decla.
f;f""{'“;f“ [per, ration of hisrepentance ; whafeopinion I purpole nottocon«

Date of the CEadibt '
';EI{P:“L‘.,’;;J Roboam his fonne fucceded him, as wellin the likenelle of
thirdly , Be-  his [inne, as of his kingdome :for after that the Prieftsand Le-
‘3“,"‘:_3“’ Was  uices forfaking the part of lereboam becaule of hisidols, and
‘Chﬁhpﬂ o leanting their houfes and potleflions to ftrangers, had made re-
2 Chron.12. pairetohim, for feare of God, and loucof hisholy feruice , and
that he had difpoled and putin order his publique affaires , for
the racifying and confieming of his kingdome ; prefently hee
and all his peopleforfooke thelaw of God, and gaue chemfelucs
ouer to Idolatrie 2nd other grieuous(innes : whereforeche Lord
alloforfooke and gaue them ouer to the hands of («fac King
of Agypt, that raifed vp a mightie power of men, euen 2
thouland and two hundred Chariots , threefcore thoufand
horfemen; withan infinice multicude of footmen to make warre
againft him:{o tharall theftrong cities and fortrelles of Iudah,
no nor lernfalem it felfe, was ftrong enough to repulle him
from facking and taking them , and robbing the Temple of
cheir treafures, and defpoyling the Kings palaces of his riches,
and carrying backe into Agypt arich prey of the beft and beau-
tifulleft things thac were therein. And this was the firft (hake
that euer this Kingdome recciued fince 1€ was a Kingdome,
whereby it began to waine and decline. Notwithftanding all
-~4Hiis; yer theLord had compallion and pittie of him and his
people , and would not fuffer his dignitie to be troden vnder
foor and quite {upprefled , but reftored him once againe into
an honorable eftate, becaule when he was reproouied by Se-
mciathe Prophet, he humbled himfelfe before the Lord, all':d
is
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Cods Tudgements.

hiis Princesalfo: which is amanifeft figne,that his Gnne was not
an vniuerfal Apoftafic, wherby hewas wholly turned afide from
God and all hope of grace ; but it was a parcicular reuolt,(u chas

. waschatof his forefathers, the children of Ifrael, when they im-

magined that God would be prefent with them in the Idola-

“}|  erous golden Calfe, and in thac ﬁ%ure to worfhip him,focrofle
! andfencelelle were they : alchough yet Roboarms (in feemeth to

‘| exceedtheirsin greatnelfe and guiltinelle.

" The Iewes thacin the timeof Prolomey Philopater abode in
Egypt,and willingly renounced the law and feruice of God, in
hopethereby better to prouidefor their worldly commodities,
enioyed not long their eafe and profperitie: for the other Jewes
wehich had couragioutly ftucke to cheir profeffion, and had been
smiraculoully deliuered from their enemies being gricued and
chafed at their ercoyle, made their fupplications to the King
{whofe heart God inclined to fauor their fuit)chat he would per-
it them to reuenge Gods quarrell vponthofe Apoftates asthey

had deferued: alledging , that it was hard for them to be true

Subjeéts to the King, who for their bellies fake had rebelled a- Machab. 7:
einft the commandements of God. The King fecing their re-

queft reafonable, and their realons which they alledged likelic,
not onely commended them, but gaue them full authorite to
deftroy sll thofe that-could be found in any place of hisdomini-
on, without ony further enquiricof the aul‘s, or intelligence of
the Kings auchoritie: infomuch that chey put to death all thofe
that they knew tohate defiled themfelues with flthie Idols, do-
ing thembefore, allthe (hame they could deuife, Sothar at that
timethere were difpatched abouc threc hundred }acrl‘un: ¢ which
Ve

whenthey had accompliflicd they rejoiced greas
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CHAP XVIL

Of the third andworff fort of Apofiates, thofe that through
malice for[akethe Tratp.

3 F fo be thar they of whom we haue/po.
a &al ken inthe twoformer Chaprers, are in
' their reuoltings inexculable ( asindeed
of they are) then much more worthie con-
% demnation are they, whonot onely ina
e villanous contempt caft away thegrace
of Gods Spirit , and his holy werlhip ;
g bur allo ofa purpofed malice fer them-

felues againit chefame, yea and endea-
uour with all their power, vterly to raceand root it out, and in
ftead thereofro plant thelies,errors, and illufions of Satan by all
meanes poffible. Againft chis kind of Monfters fentence is pros
nounced inthe thirteenth of Desterenamsic 5 o wit, That juftice
fhould be executed vpon them with all extremitie, and no mer-
cicand compalfion (hewen vpen him, be he Prophet or what
elie, thar goeth abeut to feduce ochers from the feruice of the Al
mightie, to follow falle gods, This isthe pitfall wherein Zerobo-
am thefirft King of Ifrael flipped by the peruerfenelle of his
owneconfcience s whoashe had by his rebellion againft Rebo-
boam and the Houleof Dauid,vpreared anew kin ggomc ; [0 by
rebellion againft God and his Houfe (in hope by that meanes to
retaine hisviurped ftace and people in (ubjeétion) vpreared alfo
a new Religion : for diftrufting che promifes of God, which
were made him. by the Prophet e #hias as touching the Realme
of Ifracl, which he was alreadie in potleffion of , and delpiling
the goed counfell of God , jn refpect of his owne inuenti=
ons , heewas fobefotred and bleared with them, chat juft after
the patterne of his Idolatrous forefathers, who by their Egyp-

“t1an
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tian trickes had proucked thewrath of God againft chemfelues,
he (et vp golden calues, and caufed the peopleto worfhip them,
keeping them fo from going to Ierufalemto worlhip God : nor
yet content with this, healfo ereéted high placesto fec his Idols
in ;and hauing reftrained the Priefts and Leuitesfrom the exer-
cileof their charge, he ordained a new order of Priefts to facri-
ficeand minifter voto his gods , and proclaimed a newer feaft
than thae thac wasin Iuda 5euen the feuenth day of che eighe
moneth : wherein hee not onely ¢xiled the pure and fincere
feruice of God, but alfo peruerted and turned vplide downe che
Ecclefiaftical difciplineand policie of Gods Church , which by
the Law had beene inftituted. And chat which is yer more, as

Gods Tadgements. through Malice,

he was offering incenfe on the Altarat Bethelwhen the Prophet 1 King. x3:

cryed out againft the Altar, and exclaimed againft that filthy
Idolatric, by denouncing thevengeance of God againft i, and

the mainainers thereof, he was fo defperate and fencelelle, as to Contempt of

offer violence to him, and to command that he fhould be atra-
ched : bur the power of Godsdifpleafure was vpon him by an
by ; for thathand which he had ftretched outagainft che Pro-
phet, dried vp, {othat he could not draw it backe againe : and
at the veric inftanc, for a more manifeft declaration of the
wrath of God, the Alear rent in pieces , and the afhes that
were within were difperfed abroad. And although at che pray-
er of thatholy man , his dried hand was reftored to his for-
mer ftrength and foundnelle, yer recurned not hee from his
vnjuft and difloyal dealing, but obftinately continued therein
till hisdying day. Wherefore alfo the fierce wrath of God hum-
ted and purfued him continually : for firft of all, he was robbed
of hisfonne e4bia, dying through fickenefle : chen he was fet
vpon by Abia King of Iuda, with an armie of foure hundred
thoufand menof war : and though his power was double in
firength and numbser, arifing to eight hundred thoufand per-
fons, yet was he and his vaft armie quite difcomfited :for he loft
at that field fiue hundred thoufand of his men , befide certame
Citics which were yeelded to Abia én the purfuic of his _'-i'iﬂmg_ :

15

GodsWord,
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his courage was fo abated and impouerifhed euer after this, that
he could neuer recouer ftrength ro refift the King of Tudah any
more: And fo God reuenged at once che Apoftacieboth of the
King and people of Irael, and laft of all (o ftrucke him after,
thac hedied. :

Igram King of Iuda, alchough his facher Zofaphiar had infbru-
&ted him from his childehood wich holy and wholefome pre-
cepts , and fer before his face the example of his owne zeale,
in purging the Church of God from all Idolatrie and {uper-
ftition,and maintaining the trueand puref{ernice of God ; yet
did he (o foulely runne aftray fromhis fathers fteps, thac ally-
ing himfelfe by cthe marriage of A4rhalia, to the Houfe of e A~
chab, hebecame not only himfelfelike vato the Kings of Ifrael
in their filchicidolarrie, butalfo drew his people after him,cau-
fing the Inhabitants of Ierufalem, and men of Iuda, tocrunne
a whoring after his ftrange gods : for which caule Edias the
Prophet moft fharpely reprooued him by Letters ; the contents
whereof in fumme was this: That becaufe he rebelled againft
the Lord God of his "Fachers, therefore the people that were
in his (ubjeétion fhould rebell againft him. Prefencly the
Arabians and Philiftims rofe vp againft him., wafted his
Countrey, robbed him of his treafuires, tooke away his wines,
and puc all his children to the fword, exeeprlitcle Ochozias
his youngeft {onne that was preferued: And after all thefe
aniferies , the Lord {mote him with {fo outragious and vniou-
rable a difeafe in his bowels, thar after two yeares torment
he died thereof, his guts being fallen our of his bellie with
anguilh,

Toas alfo King of the fame Countrey , was one to whome
God had beene many wayes beneficial from his infancie: for
he was euen thenmiraculoufly preferued from the bloudic hand
of Athalia, and atter broughe vp in the houfe of God, vnder
the tuition of that good Prieft Jehoiada : yer he was no fooner
lifted vp into his royal dignitie, bur by and by he and his peo-
ple ftarced afide, to the worfhip of ftockes and ftones, ac thae
tunc

i
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time when he had taken vpon him the repaire of the Houfe of
God. Bur allchiscame to pafleafter the deceale of that good
Pricft his Tutor, whofegood decds towardshimin fauing his
life,and givinghim the Crowne, he moft vathankfully recom-
penced, by purting to death his fonne Zacharias ;whom hee

caufed (for reprouing and threatening his Idolatrie in a pub- 2 Chron. 24.

lique alfemblie, incicedthereto by the Spirit of God) to be flo-
ned to death in the porch of the Temple, Bur fecing hee
did fo rebellioufly fer himfelfeagaintt the holy Spirit,, as if hee
would hauequitcopprefled and extinguifhed the power thereof,
by the death of this holy Prophet, by whom it {pake;; God hif-
{ed for an armie of Syrians, that gaue him battell, and conque-
red his fouldiors, who in outward thew feemed much too ftrong
forthem. His Princesalfo that had {educed him, were dcﬂ:rogi;-
ed, and himfelfe vexed with grieuous difeafles 5 till at lengeh his
owne feruants confpired againft him for the death of Zacharias,
and flew him onhis bed : yea and his memorie wasfo odious,
tha they could not affoord hima burying placeamong the Se-
pulchres of their Kings.

e A mazias the fonne of this wicked father, carried himfelfe 2 Chron. 25

alfoar the firftvprightly rowards God in his feruice 5 bue it la-
fted not long : fora while after, he was corrupted and turned a-
fide from that good way which hehad begun, to tread in the by-
pachsof his father Joas: fot afcer hehad conquered the Idumzs
ans,and (laine ewentie thouland men of warre, and (poyled di-
uers of their Cities ; in ftead of rendtingdue thankes to God,
who (without theaid of the Ifraclites) had giuen him that vito-
rie, hee fecvp thegodsof the Edomites, which he had robbed
them of, to be his gods, and worfhipped aud burnedincenfeto
them ; fo void of {ince and realon was hee. And being rebuked
by the Prophet, of his aduerfe dealing he wasf{ofarre from hum-
bling and repenting himfelfe chereof, that quite conerarie , hee
proudly withftood and réjected the Prophers threatenings,
menacing him vich death if he ceafed not., Thus by this means
hauing aggrauaced his finne and growing more and more
it | G ij : ob-

through Malice:

83



= S -

. o S S x

S I = ——— e e -y
- = REL B

e
E -
= S :
e LT
-

o

o m—
- F..-:;-

it .- —di. EmT
R T T

e P e

""-.._'=_- 'W:_' ™

—

Cag

“-%“—E .
— — - =i

|
|
|
|
:

P

I
3

Apoftates and Backfliders,

54

z Chron. 28.

The Theatve of

obftinate, God madehiman inftrument to haften his owne de:
ftruétion ; for being proud, and putfed vp with the ouerchrow
which he gaue the Edomites, he defied the King of Iftacl, and
prouoked him to bactell allo : bue full euill to his eafe ; for hee
loft the day, and was carried prifoner to Ierufalem,where before
his face (for more reproch) foure hundred cubsies of the wall was
broken downe, the Temple and palace ranfacke of his Trea-
{ures, and his children carried for hoftages to Samaria. And not
long afier, trealon was deuifed againft him in lerufalem, fo that
he f%:d to Lachilh, and being purfued chicherallo, wasthere ta-
kenand put todeath,

Likewife King eAhaz for making molten Images for Bua-
lim, and walking in the Idolatrous wayes of the Kings of I{rael,
and burning his fonnes with fire, after thie abhomination of the
heathen, in the vally of Ben-Hinnon; was forfaken ofthe Lord,
and deliuered into the handsof the King of Syria , who carried
him prifoner to Damafeus : and not onely o, but was alfo {ub-
dued by Pekah King of Ifracl, in that great battell, wherein his
ownefonne, with fourefcore thoufand men at armes, were flain 5
yea and two hundred thoufand of all forts, men, women, and
children,were taken prifoners : for all thefe chaftifements did he
notonce reforme his life, buc rather grew worfe and worfe. To
make vpthe number of his finnes , he would needs facrifice to
the goj; of Damafcus alfo, thinking to finde fuccour at theix
hands ; fo that he veterly defaced the true feruice of God arIe-
vufalem, broke in pieces the holy Veetlels, locke vp the Temple
doores, and placed in their fteads his abhominable Idols, for the
people toworlhip, and ereéted Altars in every corner of the Ci-
sie to do facrifice on, But ashercbelled on enery fide againt his
God, fo God raifed vp cnemies on euery fide to difturbe
him : the Edomites and Philiftims affaulced him on one fide 5
beat his people, tooke and ranfacke his Cities: on the othex
fide, the Affyrians whom he had hired with 2 great fumme for
his helpe, wrned to his vndoing and viter ouerchrow and
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Cods Tudgements.

What (hall we thinke of Manaffes ? who re<dified thehigh
places and alears, which the zeale of Ezechias his father had 2.Chron. 33,
defaced and throwne downe, and adored and worfhipped the

lanets of Heauen, the Sunne, the Moone, and the Starres, pro.
Phancd the porch of Gods Temple with altars dedicated to

ftrangegods, commutting thereon all the abhominations of the , ;,
Gentiles ; yea, and caufed his {onnes to pafle through theval- 4014

ley of Ben-Hinnon, and wasan obferuer of times and (eafons,
and gane himfelfe ouer to. Witcheraft, Charming,and Sorce-
ries , and vied the helpe of familiar fpirits and Soothfayers
and that which is more, placed a carued Image inthe houfe of
;faini’c the fecond commaundement of the Law : Sa

God, flat

that hee did not onel

y goeaftray and erre himfelfe, in giuing

ouer his minde to moft wicked and damnable herelies , but
alfo feduced the people by his pernicious example and autho-
ritie to doe the like milchiete. . And that which is yer more,
and worftof all , hee made no account nor reckoning of the
admonitions of the Prophets , buc the racher and the more
hardened his heart , to runne out into all manner of crueltie
and wickednelle , chat his [innes might haue their full mea-
fure. For theverie ftones of the ftreets of Ierufalem were ftai-
ned from one cornerto another with the guildlelle 'and inno-
cenc bloud of chofg that either for difluading him from,or not
yeclding vnto his abhominable and deteftable idolatrie, were
cruelly murthered : Amongft the number of which flaine in-
nocents, many {uppofe thactheProphet Efayas (alchough he
was of the bloud royall) was with a ftrange manner of tor-
ment puc to death, Wherefore the flame of Gods ire was
kindled againft him and his people : fo that hee ftirred vp
the Aflynansagainft chem 5 whole power and force they be-
ing not able to refift, were{ubdued, and theking himfelfe ta-
ken and pur in fetters, and bound in chaynes , carried captiue
to Babylon: but beeing chere in wribulation , heehumbled his
foule,and prayed varotheLord hisGod ; who for all his wic-
ked, crucll,and abhominable Apoftafiewas intreated of him,
and receiued him to mercic ; yeaand broughe himagaine to

G 1

throngh Malice:
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Terulaleminto his vnhoped for kingdom, Then was he no more
vothankefullto the Lord for his wonderfull deliuerance, but be-
ing touched with true repenrance for his former life , abolithed
the ftrange gods, broke downe their Altars, and reftored againe
the true Religion of God, and gauefirait commandement to his
people to do the like. Wherein it was the pleafure of the High-
eft, to lcauc a nocable memorial vnto all poiteritie , of his great
and infinite mercie towards poore and miferable finners , tothe
end chat noman (behis finnes neuer (o hainous) (hould at any
time difpaire: for,#7bere finne aboundeth, there grace abonndetls
much more. Admit that this rewolc of Muamaffes was far greater
and more outragious than was Sa/omons, yet his rrue repentance
found the gracetobe raifed vp from that wofull downfall ; for,
God hath meycie onwhoms he will hawe mercie, and compaffion on
whom be will hawe compaffion, O the profound riches o f the wifea
dame and knowledge of God! How vr[peakeable are his indges
mentsd and bis wayes paft finding ont,

eAmon the wicked fonne of this repentant facher, coma
mitted alfo che like offence in fering flrange gods, but re-
canted not by like repentance 5 and thercfore God gaue his
owne {eruants both will to confpire, and power to exccute
his deftruction , after he had fiwayed the kingdome but two
yeares.

CHAP. XVIIL
Of the third and worft [or¢ of Apoflata’s.

Y how much che more God hath in thefe
later dayes poured forch more plentifully
his graces vpon the fonnes of men, by the
manifeftacions of his Sonne Chrift Iefus in
the fielh, and fent forth 2 more cleere light
by the preaching of his Gofpell into the

A TERRE world than was betore times ; by fo much
the more culpable before God, and guiltic of cternal damnation
are
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God: Tudgements;
are they, who being once enlightened and made partakets of
thofe excellent graces,come afterwards either to defpife or make
light account of them, orgo about to fupprefle the cruch , and
quench the [piric which inftruéted them therein. This is the fin
againft the holy Ghoft, which is mentioned in the fixt and tenth
chaprer to the Hebrewes, and in the cwelfch of L#ke,and in ano-
ther place, it is called a Sinne vnte dearh, becaufe it is impardo-
nable, by reafon that no excufe of ignorance can be pleaded, nox
any plaifter of rue repentanceapplied vnto it. The Apoftara’s
of the old Teftament vader the Law werenot guiltie of this [in
for although there were many that willingly and malicioully
reuolted and (et themfelues againft the Prophetsof God,making
warte as it were with theholy Ghoft ; yet fecing they had no
fuch cleere teftimonies of Chrift ITefus, and declaration of
Gods Spirit as wee haue, their finne cannot be properly faid di-
reétly co be againft the holy Ghoft, and fo neuerto beremitted =
according to the defcription of this finne in thefe pallages of
Scripture which were before recied : asit may manifeftly ap-

re by the formerexample of King (Wanaffes, The Apo-
{He himfelfe likewife doth auerre thetruch hereof, when he faith,

87

through Malice,

Ifwe finne willingly after that we hane rescined the knowledge of Heb.10.26,27

the Truth,there remaineth no more [acrifice for finnes, but a
frarefill looking for of indgement, and violent fire , which [ball
denosere the adusrfaries. If any man defpifed Moles Law be died
swithout mercie, vnder two or three witweffes : of how much [orer
punifbment [uppofe yee [bak he be werthie, which treadeth vnder
foot the Sonne of God, and connteth the blond of the new Teita-
msent a5 apraphane thing, whereby be was fantlificd,and doth de-
[pight the Spirit of grace ? Here we may fee that this finne is pro-
perto thofe only chat liued vader the Gefpell,and have tafted
of the comfore and knowledge of Chrift,

Tnudas Ifeariot (chat wicked and accurfed Varlet) committed
the deed,and fecles thefcourge of this great finne : for he (being
a Difciple, nay an Apoftle of Chrift Iefus) mooued with coue-
toufnelle,afier he had denifed and concluded of the manner and

G s e AL -
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complotof histrealon with the enemies, fold his Lord and Maz
fter, the Sauior ofthe World, for chirtie pieces of filuer, and be.
trayed him into the hands of theeues and murtherers , wha
fought nothing but his deftruion, After this vile traitour had
pertormed this execrable purpofe (by reafon whereoCheeis cal-
led the fonne of perdition) he could find no reft not repofe in his
guiltie confcience, but was horribly troubled and cormented
withremor(le of hiswicked nelle, judging himlelfe worthie of 2
thoufand deaths,for betraying thatinnocent and ‘guilele(le bloud.
Ithiee looked vp,he faw the vengeance of God readie to fal] vp-
on him and enfnare him: ifhe looked downe, he faw nothing
but hell gaping tofwallow him vp: the light of this world was
odious to him, and his owne life difpleafed him, fo that beéin

plunged into the bottomele(Te pit of defpaire,he atlaft fran 1c§
himelfe, aad burftin twaine in the middeft, and all his bowels
gulhed out,

_ Thereisanotable example of Lucian, who hauing profe(led
€hriftianitic for afealon vnder che Emperour Traian, tell away
afterwards, and became fo prophaneand impious,as to make a
mocke at religion and diuiniie, wherupon his (irmame was cal-
led .Atheiff. This wretch,as he barked out (likea foule mouthed
dog) bitter taunts againft the re] igion of Chrift, fecking to rend
and abolil it,fo he was himfelfe,in Gods vengeance,torn in pie-
ces and deuoured of dogs.

Porpiyriealfo (a whelpe of the fame litter)after he had recei-
ued the knowled ge of the truth,for defpightand an ger that hee
was reproued of his faults by the Chriftians, fet himnfelfe apajnft
them, and publithed books full of horrible blafphemics, to dif-
credic and ouerthrow the Chriftian Faich. Bue when he perceiued
how fully and fufficiently hewas contuced, and that hee was re-
puted an accurfed and confounded wretch for his labor,in terri-
bledefpaire andanguifh of foule he died,

Tulign the Emperour, {yroamed the Apaffate, calt himfelfe
headlong into the fame gulfe : for hauing beene broughe vp
and infbruéted from hischilde hood in the Chriftian faich, and
UL R afterward
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Gods Tudgements. through Malice,

afeerward a while a profeft reader thereof to others inthe 89
Church, as foone as hee had obtay ned the Empire, malicioufly
s 8 reuoleed fi:an1hisprr.afr'e{ﬁnn, and refifted wich all his power,the
| Faith and Church of Chrift, endeauouring by allmeanes polli- 5‘*" rat.
ble, eicher by force toruinate and deftroy it, or by fine (leights ;;w{
and fubtilcies to vadermine it. And becaule his purpofe was to 5,
4l doewhat hurtheecould to Chriftains,therefore heeftudied by

all hee couldto pleale, content,and vphold che contrarie partic,
| I meanethe Painims : hee caufed their temples firft ro bee ope-
|

o Il ned, which Conffantine his predecetlour had caufed to bee fhut
o Il = wp : hee tooke from the Chriftian Churches and cheir minifters

thofe priuiledges, liberties, and commoditics which the (aid
Conflantine had beftowed vpon them : and not content with Atheiftue,
4l this, hee confifcated the Church reuenues, andimpofed great {#.1.cap-2
« I taxes and tribuces vpon all chat profetfedthe name of Chriftis
ans,and forbad them o haueany [chooles of learning for their
1l children. And yet more to vex and gricue them, heetranfla-
ted many orders of the Church difcipline and policie into Pa-
: anifme . Afcer hee had thus by all meanes ftriuen to beat E
| dewnecheSceprer of Chriftskingdome, it turnned quite contra-
' rie to hisexpedtation; for in fead chereofthe feepter of hisown
| Kingdome was broken and brought to noughe: at thar tume
| when making warre vpon the Perfians, hee was wounded with Sacrat fib. 3.
an arrow, which pierced his armour, and diued fo deepe into /- Ect lefiafts
his fide, that hee died thereof.When he vndercookethis voyage, o
hee was furnifhed with fuch braueric both of apparell and I
i thingselle, as it might feeme ic appertained to him and none
: elfe to ouerwhelme and ouerfway the world; {till belching out
'. threats againt poore Chriftians, whonie heehad determined
achis recurnefrom Perfia viterly todeftroy, andleauenonca-
Fue, as was afterwards reporced by one of his Counfell. The
namber of hisfouldiers was foinnumerable , and his ftrengeh
o impregnable, thachemadeno other reckoning,but to be lord
 Perfiaina very (hore fpace. But loe how thelord ouertur-
" eth the agtemprs ofhisenemies: This greatarmie (as S.Chry-

8 [%ome reportsth againft the Heathen)in whichhe pue fomuch
' ' ; 2 confi-




—-EL =T
—_—

TaE T
S e

f-r.ﬂ"lrmra-:v_‘inﬁ _'-' = i g2
il s T

T

= i
T “&-—.-

E e
g P
D

5 T
e ey e ) —

90

Theodor, lib.x.

Cap.13.
Sozom. lib.g.
cap. s.
Contempt of
the Whord,

Lib.1.cap.34.

Beda Ecclhif,

kb.3. Cap. 1.

Apoftatesand Backfliders.

TheTheatre of

confidence, feemed erelong to beracher a vaft and weake mules
tude of womenand infancs ; chan an hoft of Warriours: for by
euill and foolith conduét and gouernment, there rofe fo great a
famine amongft them, that cheir horfes which were prouided
for the battell, ferued for their bellies, yeaand for want of that
too, many hundieds died for hungerand thirft. Euen when he
skirmilhed, his owne (ide came co the worft, deing more [cath
to themfelues, than co their enemies: and laftly, (leading them
fo vndifcreetly) they could not by any meanes efcape, buc were
conftrained after he was (laine, 4o encreat the Perfians to (uffer
them to retyre ; and foas manyas could, efcaped and fled away
to (aue cheir lives. And thus chis braue army was thus miferably
difmembred and difcomfited, totheeuerlafting (hame of that
wicked Apoftare,

One of the Treafurers of this wicked Emperor (who to pleafe
his Mafter, forfooke alfo the Religion of Chrift) being on a time
mocking and deriding theminiftrie of the holy Word, died mi-
{erably onafudden, vomiting kis owne bloud our of his mouth,
and (as Chryfoffome(aich) lus privie partsbeing rotten and pua
trified, and confumed with lice, for all that euer he could do to
remedie the fame,

It isrecorded of Trebellins the firft King of che Bulgarians,
thatbeing conuerted with his people to thefaicth of Chrift, to
the end ro giue himfelfemore quieter to the meditation and ex-
ercife of Religion, re(igned ouer his kingdome to hiseldeft fon 2
whomwhen he perceived to renounce the Faith , and to follow
ftrange gods, hee not onely depriued of all his Royal digni-
tie, but alfo caufed hiseyesto be pur our, fora pumfhment of
his Apoftacie , and beftowed the kingdome vpon his other
fonne : (hewing shereby, chat he that 2bandoneth the true light
of faluation, is not worthie to enioy the comfortable light of the
world.

During theheptarchie of the Saxons here in England , thert
raigned in Norchumberland two Kings;one called Offrich,who
was King ofthe Deirians, and the other € aufride King of the
Berninans (for into thofe two Prouinces was that countrey an
B e tient]
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giently dinided.) Thefe two Kings beforethey came to their
Crownes, were by the preaching of Paslinws conuerted to the
Faith of Chrift, and baprifed into the famefaith ; but as foone as
God aduanced themto their kingly dignities, prefently they.ex-

elled the King of Glorie out of their hearts , and renouncing
Chrift becooke themfeluesagaine to their filthie Idols. Butthey
joyed not Jong inthis their Apoftacie, for within one yeare they
were both {laine by Cedwalls King of the Britaines, the one in
bateell, the other comming to fue for peace: And {o they forfa-
king Chrift in cheir profpericic,, were torfaken by him in theix
adverfitie , and giuen ouer to be a prey into the hands of their
enemies. This yeare wherein thefewo Kings thus reuolted and
were flaine, hath vpen it the marke of vengeance to this day : for
by the common confentof all Chronicles, that the memorie of
thefe Apoftates mighe be vererly defaced and blotted out, it was
veckoned in the account of the next Kings raigne,to wit Ofivold
aholy and religious man :and fo both the name of the Kings,
and the time of theirraigne, is , in deeftation of the Apottacie,
veterly lefc out of our Englifh Stories, as if they were voworthic
to hauea place among(t men,much moreamong Kings,that for-
fooke Chrift of their owne accord, withoue any conftraint or
compul{ion thereunto.

A Diuine at Louvaine, one James Latonsus, who was well in«
ftructed at the firft in the knowledge of the Truth: afterwards
renouncing the fame , endeanoured with all his power to im-
pugneand opprelleit. Thisman beingona time mounted 1to
a pulpit, to preach before the Emperour (har/esthe hith,was at
the verie inftant fo amafed and aftonifhed, thac no man could
perceiue what hefaid, and fo made himfelte 2 laughing ftocketo
all chat audience, Seeing himfelfe thus difgraced, hee returned
from Brulfels to Louvaine,wherehe fell into fuch griefe and for-
row of minde, for the diflionour whichhee had gotten, that ie
turned at length into defpaire: andin hisdayly Lectures thefe or
like words oftentimes efcaped him atter that goodly Sermion ,
That he had impugned the wuth of Ged: which when dwers

of his owne Coat heard, they caufed hym to be(buevp t2it n a
1R houle
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houfe, wherein delperation hee died,telling euerie manhee wis
damned ,and that he could niot hope for faluation or remiflionof
his {innes, becaufe chat of meeremalice he had refifted and made
warre with God,

Cardinall Peole an Englithman,had alfo fometimes profefled
him(elfeto be well feene in che {incericie of the Gofpell yet con-
taric to his confcience hefentintohis countrey the crophies and
l".lll"igqnfs of Antichrilt che Pope, which before had beene rafed
out and abolifhed the realme: but he died two or chree daies af-
ter queene Marie,in horrible griefes, terrors, and fearefulnefle,
without any (hew of repentance.

Stephen Gardiner Bithop of Winchefter,and afterward Chan-

cellor of England, (hewed in his young yeares fome forward-
nefle to withitand che Popilh abufes and {uperttitions : bur as
(oone as he wasexaleed to honor,he turned ouer a new leafe,and
began fre(hly and furioufly to afHiét and to rend the poore and
Faichfull feruants of Chrift, putting them to the cruelleft deaths
hee could deuife. And yet more o difcouer his prophanencile
and rebellion,he wrot many bookes againftthe pure religion of
God : and being thus fwolnewith venemousfpight againft the
fonne of God, befide the extreame coueroulnefle, whoredomes,
and extortions which raigned in him,bchold the Lord layed his
hand of wrach vpen him,and ftroke himwich fo ftrange a mala-
die, thar before his death fuch horrible ftinke iffued from him,
that none of his friends and feruants, no not himfelfe, could en-
dure the {auour chereof : hisbellie was {wolnelike a taber, his
eyes diltratted and (unkeinto his head,his cheekes chinjand che
appearance of his whole faceverie terrible 3 his breach {auoured
of a filthie and intollerable ftinke,and all his members were rot-
ten,wich concinuall griefes & (woonings: yerthis vile wretch in
the' middeft of all theletorments ceafed notro yell out continu-
all blafphemics, and infamous fpecchts, and fo defpighting and
maugring Ged, died. ) ;

Perer Caffelian Bifhop of Mafton, haningattained to great
riches and renowne by the meanes of the Golpell,turned not«
withftanding his backe to Chrift, and mightily inueyed in his

fex-
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fermons at Orleance againft the profeflion of his Religion ; fee-
king to makeit knowne, that he Ead not onely abjured and de-
niegir,but alfo that he was a profeft aduerfarie vnto it, This
snan ficeing aca time in his chaire, fellinto a ftrange difeafle,
which no Phy(itian had euer [cene, or could fearch out the caufe
of ; for onchalfe of his bodie was extreamehor, and burned like
fire, the other extreame cold,and frozen like yce yand in this tor-
ment with horrible cries and gronings he ended hislife.

A grey Fricr called Picard, who once was not alhamed of the
Gofpell, afterwards fec himfelfe to preach againfttha which he
had profetled, and being in the pulpitat Orleance, after infinite
blafphemies which he difgorged againft the Truth, aclaft fayd,
That he protefted before God and theholy aflembly, that hee
would neuer preach more after that day,becaufe he wasan Apo-
ftate : which faying he by and by impudently and conftantly de-
nied, to the perill and damnation of his owne foule ; thinking
by hishorrible curfes and forfwearings, to abufe the poore igno-
rant and {uperftitious people: but hee no fooner came into the
field,but the puitlant hand of God ouer-reached him,and ftroke
him {peechletle, {o that he was carried thence halfe dead , and
within (hort {pace died, altogether withour any appearance of
repentance,

Among many other Tudges which (hewed themfelues hot
and rigorous in perfecuting and proceeding againit the faichfull
prifoners of Valence m Daulphine, and other Romanes, at
that feafon when two Minifters of the (ame citie fuffered Mar-
tyrdome, one Lanbespina Counfellor, and Ponfenas the Kings
Anurney atthe Parliament of Grenoble, both two hauing been
profellors in times paft,were not the backwardeft in that aétion:
but God made them both ftrange examples of his wrath ; for
Lanbefpin falling in loue with a young Maide, was [oestreame-
ly paflionate therein, that he forewent his owne eftate , and all
bounds of ciuile honeftie, to follow her vp and -downe whicher
focuer (he went : and (eeing his louc and labour defpifedand fet
at nought, he (o pinedaway with verie thought, that making no

seekoning of himflfe, fucha multicuds of ice fo fed vpon him,

Gods Tndgements. through Malice,

93




e
e

-

Y

S
> — -

-
—

e

= o
=

_‘;:...a._..l - =

S
T

T At o

T Y o Tt T

94

Perfecution,

Lib. 1e c2pe13,

Apoftata’sand Backfliders.

£
iGN,
- |
4. | 'j'.
i

The Theatre of

and tooke (o good liking of their pafture, that by nomeines he
could be clenfed of them;for they ertereafed & iffued out of eue-
ric part of his bodicin fuch number,as maggotsare wont toen-
gender in 2 dead and roteen carrion. At length a litcle be-
fore his death feeing his owne milerie, and F‘?flﬂlg Gods hea-
uic vengeance vpon him, he began to difpaire of all mercic;
and tothe endto abridge his miferable days,he refolued to hun-
gerftaruehimfelfeco death. Which purpofe thelice furthered ;
for they ftucke {o thicke in histhroat, as 1fthey would haue cho-
ked him euery moment : neither could he fuffer any {uftenance
to palledowne by reafon of them. They that were cye-witnef-
fes of chis pictiful {pectacle,were wonderoufly moued with com-
paffion , and conftrained him to cat whither he would or not,
And that they might make himtake culliffes and other- ftewed
broaths, becaufe he refufed and ftroueagaint them,they bound
his armes, and putgagges into hismouth, to keepeit open whi-
left others poured in thefood. And in this wife being gagged,
he died likea mad beaft , with aboundance of lice that went
downe his throat ; in fo much that the verie Papifts them-
{elues ftucke not to fay , That as he caufed the Minifters of
Valence to haue gagges thruft into their mouthes, and fo
pur todeath, fo likewile he himfelfe died with 2 gagge in his
mouth;

As touching Ponfenas, commonly called Bowrrel, ( 2 verie
Butcher indeed of poore Chriftians) after hehad fould husownk
patrimonie, and his wines and fiiends alfo,to the end to buy out
his office, and had {pent that whichremained in houfe-keeping,
hoping in fhort {pace to rake vp twice as much ashe had fearce-
red, fel fuddenly into a ftrange and vnknowne difeafe,and fhort-
ly grew in difpaire of Gods fuccour and fauour towards him,
by a ftrong remembrance of thofe of Valence, and the other
Remanes which he had put to death, which would neuer de-
part out of his minde, bur {till prefenced chemfelues beforehiim:
fo thar as one beftraught of reafon and fence, he denied his Ma-
ker,and called vpon his deftroyer the Diuel,with moft horrible
and bitter curfings: which when his Clerke perceiued, he layed

ouE
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out before him the mercies of God,out ofall places of the Scrip-
cure, to comfort and reftore his decayed fence. Bur in ftead of
recurning to God by repentance and prayer,he continued obfti-
nate,and anfivered his Clerke (whofenamewas Stephen ) in this
wile ; Stephen, Stephen, thou arcblacke : So I amand ic pleale
yout (quothhe) but fam neither Turke nor Moore,nor Boheni-
an, bnt 2 Gafcoigne of red haire.« Noyno, (anfwered he) not (o,
bus chouart blacke s bur it is with finne, That is crue(quoth he)
but I hope in the bouncifull mercie of: God; tha for the loue of
Chrift who died for me, my blacke: finnes fhall not be impured
tome. Then he redoubling his choler, cried mainly after his
Clerke, calling him Lucheran, Huguenor, Villaine, At which
poifehis friends without ruthed into know what themacter was.
But he commanded , that Seephes his Clerke (hould prefently
hauea paire of bolts clapt on his heeles; and to be burned for an
Heretique. In briefe, his cholerand rageboyled fo furioufly in
him, thatin fhortfpacche dieda fearefull deach , with horrible
howling and outcries. His credicors {carce gaue themrefpite to
draw his carkalle out of his bed, beforethey feifed vpon all his
goods, not leauing his poore wife and childrenfonuchasa bed
of ftraw to lye in: fo grieuous was the curleof God vpon his
houfe.

Another great Prince haning in former time vied his autho-
riticand power tothe aduancing of Gods Kingdome,atrerwards
being feduced by the allurementsof the world renounced God,
and cooke pare with the enemies of his Church , to make warre
againft it ; in which warre he was wounded to death, and 150n¢
notableexample of Gods juft vengeance, toall that (hall in like
maznner fall away,

through Malice.
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s CHAP. XIX.
Of Hercetiques.

A& 5.16. 30.

Eufeb, Ecclefi.

Hift.li.z.c.10.
Iofeph. Antiq.
l1b.18.c2.1. &
G20, cap. 2.

puritieand [inceritic of the doétrine of
Gods word be maintained, by the rule
whereof he would haue vs both know
him, and vnderftand the holy myfte-
ries which are reuealed co vs therein :fo

o allo by the contrarie , what{oeuer ten-
deth to the corrupting or fallifying of the fame Word, rifing
from foolifh and ftrange opinions of humanereafen, the fame
tranfgreflcch the limits of this commandemenc : ef which fort is
Herefie, an enill of it owne nature verie pernitious and contagi-
ous, and no lelle to be feared and (hunned than the heat of
perfecution : and by meaneswhereof the whole nation of Chri-
flendome hath beene heretofore tolled with many troubles, and
the Church of God gricuoufly vexed. Butas Truch Eot euer
the vpper hand , and preuailed againft Falthood ;fo the broa-
chers and vpholders of falfhood came euer to the wosle, and

were confounded as well by the ftrength of Truth, as by the (pe-

c}iai! judgements of God fent downe vpen the moft part of
them.

Thendas and Tudas Galilens weretwo that feduced the Iewes
before Chrift: for the firft of them faid he was a Prophetfent
from God, and that he could dinide the waters of Tordan by his
word, as Jofbsah theferuant of the Lord did. Theother promi-
fed o deliuer them from the feruitude and che yokeof the Ro-
manes. And both ofthem by that means drew much people afe
ter them : fo proneisthe common multitude to follow nouelties,
and to beleeue euery new fangle that is bue yefterday fet on
broach, Butthey camme both to a deferued deftruétion: for Fa-

s%s the Gouernour of Iuric ougstooke Thendar, and fending his
trunke
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grunke to thegraue, carried hishead as a monument to Teru.
falem. As for fwdas, he perilhed alfo,and all his followers
yvere difperfed, manifefting by their ends , chat their workes
were not of God, but of men,and cherefore muft needs come
tonaught.

Afier Chrift, in the Apoftles time therewasone Elimasa A&, 13.

Sorcerer, that migheily withftood the doétrine of Paw/ and
Barnabas, before Sergires Pawlves the Depinie, and fowed a
contrarie herefie in his minde : but Paw/ full of che Holy-
Ghoft, (echis eyes on him, and (aid, O fill of all (nbriity and
mwifchiefz,the childe of the Dingll, and enemie of righteonfues,
wile thes net ceafe to peruers the ffraight wayes of the Lord?
Now therefore behold, the band of the Lordis vpon thee, and
thos [balt be blinde for a [eafon. eAnd immediately there fell
@ pon bim & mist and darkeneffe , and he went about to [ecke
fomseto leade bimby the band. And this recompence gained
he for his erronious and heretical praétife.

A whileafterhim, vnder the Empire of eAdrian, arole Exfeh. lib. 4

thereanother called Benchochab, that profeiled himfelfe to be g *ﬁ’m? W

the Meffias, and to haue defcended from heauen in the ltke-
nefle of a Star, for the fafetie and redemption of the people:
by which fallaciche drew afterhim a world of {editious Dif-
ciples ; bucat lengch heand many of his credulous rout were
flaine, and was called by the Iewes Bencozba(that is)che Son
of a lye. And this was the goodly redemption which chis He-
Imqu:bn}ught vpon his owne head and many of his Fel-
owes,

Icisreported of Cerimthms an Heretique, thache denying Exfeh.

and going about to darken the doétrine of Chrifts cuerla-
fting kmlgdmne, was oucrwhelmed by che {udden fall of an
hot-houfe which fell vpon him and his afleciates, as foone as
S.lobn was departed from it : for fremess {aith, Thache heard
Palycarpus often repore,how S.Zobn being abour to enter into
the bachs at Ephefus, when he perceiued Cerinthus alreadic
within, departed verichattily ; (aying to chofe that borehim .
companie,that he feared that the houfe would fall ypon theix

, ' H 2% heads,

Godys Indzemenss. Of Heretiques.
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heads, becaufe of (erinthms the heretique, that was therein 2t
thac inftant,

CManes, of whom the Maniches tooke their name and
firft original, forged in his foolith braine a fi¢tion of two

ods, and two beginners, and rejeéting the old Teftament;
and che true God which is reucaled in the fame , publithed a
fifc Gofpell of his owne forgeric,yeaand was (o befotred withy
follie (as Swidas teftifieth of him)that he reporred himifelfeto
be the Holy-Ghoft: when he had chus with his diuellith he-
refies and bla(phemies infected the world, and was purfued
by Gods juft udgement , ar laft for other wicked practifes
he had his skinne plucked ouer his cares aliue, and fodied in
miferic.

CMontansns that blafphemous caitife, of whom caine the
Montanifts, or Pepuzian heretiques, of a towne in Phrygia
calied Pepuza, denied Chrift our Sauiour ro be God,and faid
he was buta man enely like other men, withour any partici-
pation of dinine effence :_he called himfelfe the Comforter
and holie Spirit. which was forepromifed to come into the
world ; and his two wiues Prif¢illaand Maximillahe named
his Prophetefles, and theirwritings prophecies : howbeit all
their cunning could niot foretell nor preuent a wretched and
delperat end which befell him ; for he hung himfelfe , after
he had deluded the world along feafon, and proued by his
end, his life to haue been vile and damnable , according to
the Prouerbe, Qualss wita, finis 1ta, Acurfed life, and a cur-
fed death.

Of all Heretiques that cuer troubled ‘and afflicted Gods
Church, the Amans were the chiefe : the author and ringlea-
der of which crue, as by his vainglorious pride and ambition
he fought to extoll himfclfe aboue the clouds, boafting and
vaunting inhis damnableerror 5 foby. the juft vengeance of
God he was abafed lower than hell , and purin ﬂunlaftlnﬁ

fhameand opprobric : for he had long nimeas it were entere
the lift, and combaced with Chrift, and was condemmned for
an heretiqueby the Nicene Councell ,and his books burn:ii

[
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znd chenaftetwards making fhew before Conffantine the Em-
rour, with a folemne oach to recant his old errors , anda
prouetheprofeflion of faith, which the Councel of Nice had
fet forth concerning Chrifts Diuinitic , whereunto allo hee
fublicribed his name: bue all that he did was in hypocrilie, to
¢he end to renew and republifh the mere boldly his falfe and
pernitious doétrine, Bucwhen hee thought himfelfe ncereft
to theatcainment of his purpofe. and braued it moft with his
fupportersand companions, cuen then the Lord ftroke him
witﬁ 2 fudden Feare in theopen ftreet, and with fuch horrible
pangsin his gus, and vehement defire of disburthening na-
ture, that he was faine to come vnto the publique houfes ap-
pointed for that purpofe , taking them which were next at
$rand for a fhift : buche neucr fhifted from them againe 5 for
his breath went outof hismouth, and his guts ran out of his
fundament,and therelay he dead vpon hus oyvne excrements.

As the Emperour Conffantins Was 4 great fauourer and Socrar. lib. s

Of Heretiques..
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fupporeer of cthis fect, and miintained it againft, and in de-¢ap17¢

fpighe of true Chriftians, and by that meancs ftirred vp
{chilmes and diffentions throughout all Chriftendome: {o
the Lord to requice himftirred vp one //iax, whom hehim-
{elfe had promoted to henour, toxcbell againft him : whofe
pradtifes ashe went aboutro fu ppreflc,and was cuenready to
encounter, a gricuous Apoplexic {uddenly furcharged him
fofore, tha he died of it, beforehe could bring his-purpole
to pairc.

The Emperour Palence was infeéted alfo with this poifon, Reff.fi.2.c.15.
wherewith hkewile hee infected the Gothes, who by his Toraand.

meanes were become the greater part Arrians and not Chri-
fHians: but neither wene he vnpunifhed ; for when hee mar-

* ched forth to xcprf:lfe the rage of the furious Gothes who

were {pread ouerall Thracia,and had giuen them batell, he
loftthe day, and being fhamefully puc to flight, was purfued
{o fiercely , that hee was faiie to hide himfelfe in a litcle
houle, which being fec on fire by she Gothes, he was burnt
therein. :
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As for Neeorizs, which would maintaine by his foolifl
and dangerous opinions, that the diuinitie of Chrift was di-
uided from his humanitie, making as it were two Chrifts of
one, and two perfonsofione, and lo turned vplide downethe
whole groundwork of our faluation,efcaped no morethe juft
vengeance of Godthan all other Heretiques did: for firft, he
was banifhed intoa far countrey, and there tormented with a
ftrangedifcafe sche very wormes did gnaw in pieces his bla(:
phemous tongc, and ac lengch che earth opened her mouth,
and (wallowed him vp.

Concerning the Annabaprtifts , which rofe vp about fiue
hundred yearcs fince,it is euidencly knowne how diuers ways
God fcourged and plagued many of them: fome of them
were deftroyed by troupes and by thoufands 5 others mifera-
bly execured and put to deach in diuers places, as wel for theix
monitrousand damnable herefics, as for many mifchiefes and
outrages which they committed. By all which things God
doth exhibit and fet before our eyes, how deere and precious
in his ightche purenetle of his holy Word, and the vnitieof
his Church is 5and how carefull and zealous euery one of vs
ought to be in maintaining and vpholding the fame : when
as he reuengeth himfelfe fo fharpely vpon all thofe chae go
about to peruert and corrupt the finceritie thereof, or which
be breeders of new feéts and diuifions among his people.

Olympies (by office Bifhop of Carthage, Eur by profe(fion
a fauourer and maintainer of the Arrian herefic ) being vpon
a timein a Bath wafhing himfelfe, hee veeered with an im-
pious mouth, blafphemeus words againft the holy Trinitie
but a threefold thunderbolr came from aboue, and ftroke him
dead in thefame place ; teaching him by his paine, and all
other by experience, what itis to blafpheme the Lord of Hea
uen , or with polluted lips to mention his facred Majeftie,
Thishappened in the yeare of our Lord God fitie hundred
and ten.

Cyril hath recorded vnro vs of his owne knowledge,
more wonderful and admitable yonder of God vpon an He-
retqus:
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retique than all chereft, and fichan one indeed, a5 the like(I 107
dare fay) was neuer heardof. The hiftorieis this ; After the
'} deceale of Sainc Hierome,there ftood vp onc Sabsmianss a
peruerle and blafphemous tellow,thar denied the diftintion
of perfons in the Trinitie, and aflirmed the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghoft, to be but one indiftinét perfon : and
to giue credit to his herefie, hee wrot a booke of fuch blaf-
}|  phemics, tcnding to the confirmation of the fame, and fa-
1| thered itvpon Saine Hierome, as being the Author of ic. Bue
| Siluanns the Bifhop of Nazaren migheily withftoed and re-
§  proued him, fordeprauing fo worLEic aman now dead ; and
 }|  offering his life for the truch, made this bargaine with Sabi-
8| miamss, Thatif Sainc Hieromethenexeday did not by fome
miracleceftific the falfenelle of his caule , he would offer his
. throatto the hangman, and abide death : but if he did, chae
. - then hee (hould die. This was agreed vpon by each partie,
and the day following, both ofthem accompanied with great
expectation of the people, reforted varo the Temple of %-:m—
. falemto decideche controuerfie. Now the day was paft, and
| " no miracleappeared, (o that Siluanss was commanded to
. yeeld his necke to that punithment which himfelfe was Au-
| thor of: which as hee moft willingly and confidently did,
1| behold,an Imagelike to Saint Hierome in (hew,appeared and
ftayed thehangmans hand, which was now readic to ftrike:
and vanifhing torchwith, another miracle (ucceeded ; Sabini-
anss head fell fromhis fhoulders, no man ftriking at it, and
his carkalle remained vpon the ground dead and fencelefle.
1 Whereat the people amafed, prailing God, claue vnto Sifwa-
1| ams,and abjured Sabinianns herelie. Whence we may ob-
1 ferue the wonderfull wiledome of God, both in punifhin
1| hisenemies,and trying his children whicher they will ftan
to his Truth or no: and learne thereby, neicher raflhly to mea-
fureand limit che purpofes of God, nor yet timerouly to dj-
fpaire of helpe in a good caufe, though we fee no meanes nor
Iilihuad thereof.
Grimoald King of Lombardic wasinfeéted with the Ar-
: H iij rlan
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102  rian herefie,for which caule che Lord punifhed him with vi- |
timely death ; for hauing beene let bloud, the eleuenth day af- :
ter asheftrouc todraw a bow,heopencd the vaine anew ,and |
fo bled to death.

Cafpbed libs,  Cabades,king of Perfia,when he faw hisfonne Phorfaafa
éap-1e. & 1. pddiéted rothe Maniches, heeallembled asmany asheicoutd
of thac fet inco oneplace, and chere festing his fouldiers on
them, (lew them till there was not one left.

Photinus a Gallogruxcian, for renuing the herefie of Hebi.
on, and arhir ning Chrift to bebur an excellent man born na -
turally by Adary, afeer the manner of other men sexcelling in
julticeand morall vercues;was by the Emperour Walemtinia.
nees jultly banifhed,

Nigephor-li.z7  The Emperour Juftinian fauouring the hereficof the Ap-

eap.3 1. thardocites, when as hegaue out one Ediét whereby Axa/fa-
fiies the Bithop,and all other that maincained che eruth, fhould

&omeom3,  be banithed; fuddenly he was ftroken with an inward and in-
uilible plague, which tooke away his life, and foreftalled his
wicked and-cruell determination from comming to the defi-
redeffect, In all which exampleswe may feehow God doth
not onely punith heretikes themfelues,but alfo their Fawourers
and fupporters, yeathe verieplaces and cities wherein they

RaulDiag li.5 lived and broached their blafphemies: as by the deftrudtion
of Antioch is feene, which becing averie [inke of heretikes,
was partly confumed wich fire from heauen aboue, in the fe-
uenth yeare of u/Finwes the Emperor, and partly onerthrowne
with earchquakes below, wherein Euphrafiusche Bifhop,and
many other were deftroyed.

Moreouer, befides thofe, therewere vader Pope Innocent
the third, certaine Heretikes called Albigenfes,or Albiani,
which becing poffelfed wichthe fame fpirit of furie thac che
Maniches were,affirmed that there were two Godssene good,

- and'anether cuill : they denied therel: urrection,defpifed the

Contempe | of Sacraments, and faid that the {oules of men afrer their fepara-
f}:EmrrdJ 4 tion, Paﬂcd;arh:: into hogs,oxcn,!?ﬂpcnrs,nr men,according
g ; to thew merics : they would not {pare to pollure the temples
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appointed for theferuice of God, with their excrements, and
other filchieactions, and todefle theholy Bibles with vrine,
in de(pightand contumely. This herefic likean euill weed,

" Of Heretiques.

{o grew and encreafed, thatthe branches thereot {pread ouer
almoft all Europe; a thoufand cities were polluted therewith;
fo that it was high time to cut it (hortby vielenceand the
{word,asit was:for they were opprefled with fo hugea flaugh-
cer, that an hundred thoufand of them wereflaine,partly by
war,partly by fire,at onetime. !
(regorie of Tours hath recorded the life and death ofan
hereticall Monke of Bourdeaux,that by the helpe of Magicke
wrought miracles, and tooke vpon him the name and aitle of
Chritt, faying hee could curediteales, and reftore thofe that
werepaft help by phyfick,vnto heir healths: he wene attired
with garments made of goats haire, and an hood, profefling
an aultericie of lifeabroad, whereas hee plaid the glutcon at
home: but at length his coufenage wasdilcouered,and he was
banifhed the citie,as a man vofic for ciuill focietie.
Incheyeare of our Lord God 1204,in the Empire of Orfo
the fourth, therewasone A/maricss alfo that denied the pre-
fence of Chrift in the Sacrament,and faid,that God fpake as
well in prophanc Ouwid, as holy Augnffine :heelcoffed acche

doérine of the refurre

but asan old wiues fable. Heebeeing dead;his difciples were
brought forth inco a large field neere Paris, and there mnche

relence. of the Erench King, degraded and burnc: the dead
carkalTe of _d/maricus being taken out ok the Sepulchre and

burnt among (t

ning,
med o Imoue out o

therearofe fo huge a tempelt,e

them, it fell out thar whileft they werein bur-
hat heauen and earth {ec-

f their places;wherein doubeletleche foules

of thefewicked men felc by experience
buc a thing,and fucha thing as waited for all fuch rebelsa-

gainft God, as they were.
Anaftafins, Emperor of Conftar

;thac hell wasno fable;

stinople, being corrupted
Pic, g2

with the herclic of Eatiches, publill ied an Ediét, wherein all

men were commanded to worfhip God not vnder three
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&ion, and cfteemed heanen andhell ;.1.ca.25.
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{ons asatrimitie, butasa quaternitie , conminin%‘ in it fouré
perfons : and could not by any counfel be broughe from thae

diuelliherror, but repelled me‘ him diuers Bifhops with

grear reproach, which cameto perfuade him to the contrary :

for which caufe notlong after, a flath of lightening from hea-

uen (uddenly feifed vpon him, and fo ke Pﬁrilhtf when hee

had rai gnccfv twenticeight yeares,

Tuftinns the fecond alfo, who after thedeath of Zustinian
obrained the Imperial Crowne, was aman of exceeding pride
and cruclcie, contemning pouertie, and murthering the No-
bilitie for the moft part. 1n auarice his defire was fo infati-
ate, that he caufedyron chefts to be prepared , wherein hee-
might locke vp that treafure which by vnjuft exactions hee
hag extorted from the people. Notwithftanding all chis, he
profperedwell enough vatill he fell into the herelie of Pele-
gian , {ooneafter which, the Lord bereft him of his Wics,
and {hortly after of his life alfo; when he had rai gned cleuen

eares,

g M akhomer, by birth an Arabian, and by profeffion one
of the moft monftrous Heretiques char euer liued, began his
herelicintheyeare 625, His oft-{pring wasbut out of a bafe
ftocke 5 for being fatherlelle, one 4 demonoples 2 man of
thehoule of /finael, bought him for his {laue, and loued hir
grealy for his fawour and wit : for which caufe he made him
Ruler ouer his merchandifeand other bufineile, Nowin the
meane while one Sergins a Monke (flyingfor herefieinto
Arabia) inftru@ted him in che herefie of Nefforim : a while
afrer, his Mafter died without children,and left behinde him
muich riches, and his wife a widow of fifrie yeares of age,
whom (Mabome: married, and when fhee died, was ‘made
heire of all her riches. So that now (what for his wealth
and cunning in Magicke) he washad in high honor among
thecommon people. Wherefore (by the counfel of Sergiss)
he called himfelte the great Prophet of God, And thortly
after (when his fame was publithed) hee deuifed 2 Law and
Kindg of Religion called Alcaron,wherein he borrowed fome

e
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| thingalmoftofall the herefies that were before hiscime: with 10§
| the Sabellians he denied the Trinitie: with the Manichees he
£ {aid there was but. two p-:rl"::ms in the Deicie : hie denied the

equalitie of the Father with the Sonne,with Exnomizs : and
faidwith Aacedone that the holy Ghoft was a creature ; and
approued the communitie of women with the Nicholaics: he
borrowed of the Tewes circumeilion ; and of the Gentiles
much fuperfticion: and fomewhat he tooke of the Chriftian
veritie, befides many diuelifh fancalics inuented of his owne
. || braine: thofe that obeyed his Law, hecalled Sarazizs. Now
. 8l after hee had liued in thofe monftrous abufes fortie yeares,che
¢ | Lord cur him off by the falling fickenefle,which hee had dif-
: fembled a long time, faying when heewas taken therewith,
'= that the Angel Gabriel appeared vnto him , whole bright-
- nelle he could not behold : but the Lord made that his de-
' {tru&tion, which he imagined would be for his honour, and
ferting forth his Seét.

Infinite be theexamples of the deftruction and judgement Stow Chroni
¢ || of priuac Hereriques in all ages,and therefore we wil content
¢ || our felueswith them that be moft famous. In the yearc of our
¢ || Lord 1561, and thethird yeare of the raigne of Queence €/i-
i || zabeth,there was in London one Willicm Geffery that con-
] ftantly auoucheda companion of his called Johs Moore to
1 be Chrift our Sauiour, and could not be reclainaed from this
: mad perfuafion, votill hewas whipped from Southwarke to
) Bedlam, where the faid (Moore meeting him , was whipped
t alfo, vnill they both confelled Chrift tobe in heauen, and
) themfelues to be finfull and wicked men.

But moft ftrange it is,how diucrs fen{ible & wifemen were The fame..
¢ deluded and carried belide themfelues by the fubtiltic of Sa.
h than, in the yeare 1 591,and oftheraigne of Q Elizaberh 3 3.
: the memorie whereof is yet frefh in euery mans head ind
} mouth, and cherefore I will bur briefely touch the {ame, Ed-
v mund oppinger & Henry Arthingtontwo gentlemen, being
d alTociated with one #illiam Hacker,lometimesa prophane

and verie lewd perfon, butnow conuerted jn ouryward (hew,

though
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t06  though notin outwardaffettion, were (o feduced by his hy=
pocriticall behauiour, and the diuels extraordinariedeuices,
1?‘..’:'5 irq;n one poine to another they came at laftro thinke,
that this Hacket wasannointed to be the Tudge ofthe world:
and therfore comming one day to Hackerslodging in Lon-
in don, he told them thar hee had beene annointed of cthe holy
Ghoft:then Coppinger asked him whac his pleafure wasto be
' done: Goe your way (faith hee) and proclaime i the citie,
that Chrift lefus 15.come with his fanne in his hand co judge
the'earth :and if they will notbeleeue it, lerthem comeand
killmee if cthey can. Then Coppinger anlwered, it fhould be
done forthwith : and thereupon (like mad men) heand A7
thington ran into theftreets, and proclaimed their mellage a-
forefaid:and when by reafon ofthe concourlc of people they
could not proceed any further, they gor vp into two emptie
cares in Cheape,crying, Repesst repent,for (rift lefiss is come
to iudge tbe world:and then'pulling spaper out of his bofome,
heread our of it many thingstouching the officeand calling
ot Hacker, how he reprefented Chuift by parraking part of
his glorified bodie, &c. Belides, they called themfelues his
Prophets, one of Iuftice; another of Mercie. And thus chefe
{imple men were ftrangely deceiued by a miraculous illulion
of Sathan, who nodoubr by ftrange apparitions had brought
them into this vaine conceit. But let vs obferue theend of it,
it was thus : the whole citie being inamaze, tooke Hacket,
the breeder of chis deuift, andarraigning himbefore the Ma-
jor and other Tutices,found him guilticas well of this fediti-
ous practile,as of {peaking traiterous wordsagainfithe queen;
whercfore he wasihortly after hanged on a gibberin Cheap-
fide, counterfeiting to his laft his old deuifes, and at length
veeering horrible blafphemies againft the majeftic of God.
As forhis Prophets, Coppinger died the next day in Bridewel
and drthirgton was kept in prifon,vpon hope of repencance,
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CHAP, XX
Of Hypecrites,

i &V br:wnrﬁlippedintruthﬂ‘r'{}}iritand'

= E]{i%\ ;.@’ affe@tion,and ngt in hypocrifie and

diffimulation: for which caufe hee

% commaundech vs by the mouth of
ﬁ CMafes inche fixe and renth chap-
\ g \ ters of Deuteronomie, To loue and

1 gt & S Godis a Spirit and truth, o he wil
3B A Cy P )
RV, g",a

boser bins with al onr beart,with all
| onrfoule, and all onr [Frength : which hypocrites arefo farre
from doing, that they haue nothing in them bur a vaine fhew
of coyned religion, and fo by that meanes breake the firft
commandement 5 thinking to blearc Gods eyes with their
21| outward fhewes and ceremonies, asif hee were like men, to
“ 1| fee nothing but that which is without , and offereth it felfe
| to the view:but itis quite contratie ; for it is hee that defery-
eth che heart, and(carcheth outall the corners thereof, tofec
1| whattruth and finceritieis therein, and therefore hateth and
" 1| deteftethall hypocrifie, and abhorreth all fuch feruice as 3
il | pcrfnrmt:d onely for fathion fake, or in regard of men :as ap-
peareth by the reproofesand checks which the Prophet Efay
ﬁ denounceth againft the hypocrites of his time: who made
{hew of honouring God, but it was buc with their lips and
vaine and friuolous ceremonies, not in truth of heart and af-
i fection : fo our Sauiour Chrift thundered out his curfes a- Math.zs.
“ Hl  gainit the Seribesand Pharifes with the judgements & ven-
; geance of God for their hypocrifie. Wich this [inne was Ba- Num.22.
faam that wicked Prophet, vponwhom God beftowed a cer-
cain gift of prophecie,infected : for when king Balac fent for
himto curle che Ifraclites; hee made as though he would not
F enterprife any thing contrarictothe willof God,asit hee bhad
had him in greac reucrence and cftimation neucrcheletle

.oams1%
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108  being allered and enticed by the golden Prefents which were
fent him, he defpifed Gods commandement, and difcoucred
his ownelecrer impictie, and became anhired flaue and ene-
mie to the people of’ God : but as hee wasin journey towards |
him, there limppcncd aftrangeand prodigious thing ; an An=
gell met him by the way with a naked {word in his hand rea- _
dic to hew him in pieces : whom when he himfelfe beeing f
blinded with couetonfnefle as witha vaile,could not perceiue,
hisalle faw and was afraid;and that which was more ftrange,

#Pet.216.  thepoorebrute and dumbe beaft {peaking ina new language |
like a man, reproued his mafters madnetle. Wherear he being i
fore amaled, and notwithftanding all che affes bumbling be-
tore the Angell , yet purfued his vohappie journey , to his |
eternall fhame and confufion,as one of an obftinate and hard. !
ned heare ; for he was forced by the Spirit of God to blefle
thofe whom he had purpofed to curfe: and yet further difco- l
uering his hypocricie and enuious difpofition , he was the t
caule why the Ifraclites prouoked the wrath of God againit |
themfelues, chrough the pernicious and deceinable counfell |

Numz2s.  whichhe gaueto the Madianites 5 for which caufe he himfelfe |

Num, 3, was in the end flaine, |

Inthis range may we place Geefie , Elizem feruant , who

being asit werethe Difciple and profeft follower beth of his

Mafters life and doéirine,the true Prophet of God,by whom

3King. 3. forthefurcher atfurance and confirmation of the grace and
bleffing of God,he had fecne many notable and excellent mi-

racles wrought ; yet notwithftanding was not true of heart,
butdrawneafideby defire of lucre, that caufed him fecretly

(vawitting to his mafter) to run after Nuaamsan the Syrian in

Auarice, bhis mafters name, forche money and apparcll which his Ma-

Lib.3+capy35. fter had before refufed : and fuppofing his knauerie to be fo
hidden that it could not cometo light, God difcouered and
pulled off his vifard, and punifhed as well thedeed, as the
manner of doing chersof, vpon him and his pofteritie, with
a perpetuallleprofie,

Saint
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Saint Luke in'the firft chaprer of the e 4+ doth at large
defcribe chehypocrifie of e Amanias and Saphira, who that
they might feemezealous to Godward and charitable toward
the Saints, hauing (ould a cercaine potleffion, vnder pretence
of giuing the pricethercof among the poore, rcmin:rf conert-
ly acertaine portion of it totheir owne vie, being foimpu-
dent as to lye vnro the Holy-Ghoft the Prcf]d%m of the
Church,and founder of all fecrets: bucbeing atrached by the
mouth of Peter, a iuft and feareull iudgement of God fel on
them both, euen cheir fudden deach at the Apoftles feet, one
after anocher,

Nicepberiss tellech of one Philip, the firft Emperour that
vndertooke thename and profe(fion of Chrift : buc by the re-
port of other writers it proceeded not frorh any zeale of Re-
ligion, or feare of God, but onely to the intent to coun-
terfeit a kinde of honeftie,and couerhis foule vices and cru-
elties voder the cloke of Religion. But God quickly efpied
and punithed his deepe hypocrilie 5 for before he had raig-
ned full fiue yeares, both hee and his fonne were (laingat V-
ronaby his menof war, Let vs learne then this leflon, by
thefe examples to carrie our felues in all purcnefle, fin-
ceritie, and good confcience before God ; thac our thoughts,
words , and deeds becing eftranged from all hypocrifie,
and diffimulation, may be agrecable and acceprable in his
fight.

Moreouet, euen as hypocrifie can winde and infinuare hex
felfe into the pureand [incere {eruice of God,as hach been de-
clared ;o deth the play her part with no letle brauerie and
oftentation in (uperitition and idolatrie : for the cruch where-
of (before I proceed furcher) 1 will Tfec downe a hiftorie not
altogether vaworthie the reading and rethembring. Two
hundred yeares are not yet paft, (ince there was in the raigne
of Charles the feuenth, King of France, a certaine preaching

Enguerrande
Monflr. -

Frier of Britaine, called Frier Thomar , who by his diflem- ©7

bling cuftomes and brags, vnder ptecence of a cercaine refor-

nacon
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snation of manners, fomightily deceiued the wholeworld,
that euerie where he was reputed for an holieman, This Frier
puffed vpwith a greedie defire ot vaine-glorie, vfed to goe
trom Towneto Towne; and from Countrey to Ceuntrey,
finding exceeding honourable entertainmentin every place 5
which he rooke verie willingly : and thae he might ride at
the more cafe, he got him alictle young Mule, that would go
verie foftly ; and in this fort appointed, he was accompanied
with ditiers of his owne Order , and many other Dii"cidalr:s

that went for the moft parc onfoot by him : the people Hoc-

ked together from all quarters to fee him;yea, and many were

{o befotted, as to forfake their fachers, mochers, wiues, and
children, to artend vpon this holy man. Alwayes when hee
came necre to any Citie, the Burgetles, and Gentlemen, and
Clergie,with one confent came forth to meet him,doing him

as much honourand reuerence (faich mine Author) as they

would haue done to one of Chrifts Apofties if hee were

aliue. Hee was verie well content , that verie honourable

perfopages, as Knights and fuch others, being on foot,
fhould hold his Mule by the bridle, tobe in ftead of pages
and lacquies to lead him into the Townes. His enterance in-
tocuery Ciric was with greac pompe and magnificence, and
his lodging prouided ac the rich:ii)and ftarelieft Burgelles
houfe. Now thache might the better play his part, they pre-
pared him in the beft and conuenienteft places in the Citie,
a fcaffold richly hung and garnifhed, vponthewhich hiscu-
ftome was firft to fay Mallc, chento begin his Sermon ;
wherein heripped vp the vices of euerieeftare, but reprooucd
elpecially the Clergics encrmities, becaufe of their concu-
bines and whores whicli they maintained : wherein hee did
fay nothing burthac which wasgood and lawfull : butin che
fame heevied no difcretion, but joyned madnefle and f{acri-
ledge with his Monkilh nature, in fturing wvp lictle chul-
dren co exclaime vpon women for cheir attyre, promifin g cer-
taine dayes of pardon to them 5 asif heg had been a god:fo
thar

-
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a fealon theiraccultomed trinkers. Moreouer alfo , towards
the end of his Sermons he commanded to be brought vnto

| himtheir Chelle-boords, Cards, Dice, Nine-pins, and fuch

other trath, which he openly threw into the fire, to beburned
before themall. Andchac he mighe give more ftrengeh and
credit to this his palerierifraffe, he cauled che men and wo-
men to be dimided on each fide, wicha line drawne betwixe
them, asina T'ennis court: and by this means he drew toge-
ther (ometimes cwentie thoufand perfons ; (o readie and zea-
lous s and euer hath beenthe world rofollow afterfuch hy-
pocritical deceiuers, rather than the true preachers of Gods
Word.

Butlet vs heare the itlue of chis holie hypocrite ; it was
thus : When hehad in the forenamed {ort trauerfed as well
France as Flanders ; it tooke him in the head to patlethe
mountaines, and vilit Rome ; imagining that it was no hard
matter to obtaine the Popelhip, fceing tEat inall places where
he went, there was equall honour giuen vato him: or if hee
fhould faile of that hope, yer at leaftche Pope and his Cardis
nals would entertaine him honorably : but 1c happened farre
fhort of his expetation: for Popes are not fo prodigal of
their honours , to doe any fuch reuerence to a poore fillie
Monke,butare verieniggards and {paring thereof euen to-
wards Kings ; [0 farreare they from leaning cheir thrones of
Majeftie to any other: neither muft wechinke that the Pope
cared greatly for all thofe rrickesand quiddicies of Frier Tho-
w145, {eeing hee himfelfe is the onely merchane of {uch trafh;
When he wasarriued ac Rome, Pope Eugeniis {eeing that he
came not according to cuftome, to kitle his holinetle teet, {ent
for him I_‘Wii:':,‘:m% vnderftanding thac he refuled to come,
and that heefeigned himfelte o beeuill at eafe, fent his Trea-
{urer, but not to impart to himany creafure,buc to apprehend
and attachehim, The Fxier now perceiuing chat enquirie was
made for him, and chat they were at his chansber doore;leape
out,

Of Hy pﬁcr‘itcs;

| that Ladies and Gentlewomen were enforcedto lay afide for
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112 ouratawindow,thinking by tharmeanes to efcape;; but hee
wasquickely taken prifoner by the Treafurersferuancs, wai-
ting beforeche doore, and broughtbefore the Confiftorie of
Cardinals : Law proceeded againft him, by doome whereof,
though no erronious opinions could be prooued againft him,
hewas adiudged tothe ftaketo be burned for an Heretique::
bur it was fufhcient to make him guiltie, becaufe he defamed
the Priefts in hus Sermons,and had (poken fo broadly of their
Goflips, andhad been o bold to viurpe the authoritic of gi-
uing pardons, which the Popes claime for a priuiledge of
their owne See ; and befides, had made no more account of
himthatisa petie god on earth,but had done all chefe things
without his leauc and licence : 1t was an hard macterto be en-
dured of the Bithops of Rome, thata (illy Monke fhould fo
intermeddle with their affaires,and (hould derogate any whit
from their {upremacie,{ecing thatthey quit themfelues fo wel
with Kings and Emperors, and can ap.euery fleight occafion
imake them ftoupe: neither isicto be doubted, bue that Pope

msas attained vnto 1n euery place, and fearcfull leaft his pre.
fence might difturbehis prefent eftate. By thismeanes od,
who vfeth all inftruments for his owne purpofe, and can di-
vect euery particular to the performing of his will , did
punifh and correét thehypocrilie of this Monke, that feemed
to be holic and wift, being indeed nothing but foolifh, ftub-
borne, and ambitious,

Stow Chron, ~ Moreouer, moft notable was the hypocrifie of two coun-
terfeit holy Maids, oneof Kent in England, called £/zaberh
Barten ;the other of France, called Joane la Pucells ; the for-
mer of which, by the procurement and information of one
Richard Mafter Parfon of Aldington, and Edward Bockir
Doétor of Diuinitie, a Monke of Canterburie, and diuers o-
thers, counterfeited fuuch manner of trances and diffortions
in her bodie, with the veeering of diuers councerfeir vertues
and holie words,tending o the rebuke of finne 5 and reproo-
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ping {uch new opinions as there began to {pread , that fhee
woon great credic amongft che people, and drew after her a
mulcicude of fauourites @ belides, (hee would prophecie of
thingsto come , as thac thee(hould bee helped of her difeafe by
none but the [mage of our Ladie in Aldingron 5 whither bee-
ing brought, [hee appeared to the peopleto bee fuddenly relie-
ued from her fickeneile : by meanes of which hypocriticall
diffimulacion fhee was brought. inte maruellous eftimarion,
not onely with the common people, but with diuers great
menalfo, infomuch that a booke was put in' print, touching
her fained miracles and reuelations. Howbeit, not content to
deludethe people, (hee began alfo to meddle wich the King
himfelfe, Hesry the eight ; faying, Thatif hee proceeded to be
diuorced from his wife Queene Karberine, heefhould not re-
maine King one moneth after, and in the reputacion of God
not one day : for whichand many other trickes practifed by
her,fhe with her complices was arraigned of high treafon,and af-
ter confellion of all her knauerie,drawne from the tower ro Ti«
borne,and therehanged ; the holy maidens head being (et vpon

London bridge, and the others on cerraine gates of the
Citie.

The other named /z Pucella de Dieuarvelloufly delu- siow Chron,

ded with her counterfeic hypocrilie, Char/es the feuench, King
of France, and all the whole French Nation ; in fuch forr,
that {o much credit was attributed vnto her, thacfhee was ho-
noured as a Saint, and thought to bee fent of God to the ayd
of the French King. By her meanes Orleance was woon
from the Englifh, and many other exploirs archieued, which
(co beefhore) I will refeare the Reader vnro the French
Chronicles, where they fhall finde her admirable knauerie
at large difcouered. Buc touching her end, it was on this
fort : as thee marched on horlebacke tothetowne of Cham-
paigne, to remooue the fiege, wherewith it was girt by the
Duke of Burgoine and other of the Englith Captaines, Sir
Tols» wapcm%raﬂgfj, a Burgonian Knighe , tooke her Lﬂ.lim:‘SI
arl
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and conueyedher to thecitie of Roan, where (he feigning her
felfe with childe,when che contrarie was knowne,was mnﬁum-
ned and burne. And thus chefe two holie women, that in a di-
uers kinde mocked the people of England and France b

their hypocrifie, by the Iuftice of God camne to deferued de-
ftrutions. :

CHAP. XXL

Of Conjurers, and Enchanters.

0 R F God by his firft Commaundemene
el hath enloyned eueric one of vs to
loue, {erue,and ro cleaue vnto him a-
4 lone in the conjunétionand vnitie of
% a true faith and hope voremoucable,
<@ there is no doubr bur he forbiddeth
A on the other [ide that which is con~
% trarie to this forefaid dutie,and herein
efpecially char acur{ed familiaricy which
diuers miferable wretches haue wich that lying Spirit, the Facher
of error, by whofe delufions and fubtiltie chey bufie chemfelues
in the (hudieof forceries and Enchantments, whereupon it is
forbidden the Ifraelices inthenineteenth of Lesiticss, to turne
after familiar Spirits, or toleeke toSoothfayers to be defiled by
them : and the more to withdraw men from this damnable
crime, in the Chaprer following thereis a threar fer downe a-
gainfticin manner of a commandement, That if cither man or
woman baxe a [pirst of déininationor foothfaying in them , they
Should die the death,they fbonld ffone them to death, their blond
[fhouldbe vpon them : fointherwo and twentieth of Exodses, the
Law of God faith, Thew [balt not fuffer awitch tolise : and Mo~
Jes following the {ame fteps, giueth an exprefle charge in the
eighteenth of Deuteronomie , againft this finne, faying , Let
sone be found among thee that vfeth witcheraft, ner shat r.egarg
. s i oo < i




rfﬂﬁ the Cfd#ir or times, nor A Surﬂrrar; or A C':%rﬁmr‘, or thas
ﬂﬁﬂﬁ*i‘?ﬂé with a Spirity or a tefler of Fortunes,or that asketh
| counfell at the dead: for all that do fuch things are abhomi-
| ¢ wation wnto the Lord. And therefore this inne, in the frft of
Samunel , verfe 15. is reputed amongft the moft hainous and
enormous [innes chat can be : When they [hall fay vnte jou,
(faith the Prophet) Enguire at them thar batb a Spirit of di-
wination, and at the Soothfayer, which whifper and murmure :
anfwer, Shauld not a people enguire at their God? froms the li-
uingto the dead? To the Law, and to the Teftimonie ? Where-
fore it was a commendable thing , and worthie the imitation,
when they that had receiued the Faith by Panls preaching, ha-
| ning before vfed curious Arts, as Magicke and fuch like, becing
touched withthe feare of God, brought their bookes and bur-
.| ned them before all men, although the price thereof amounted
1| toffricthoufland pieces of filuer, which by Budess his fuppu-
" ‘gation arifeth to fiue choufand French Crownes. The Coun-
cels, asthat of Carthage, and that other of Conftantinople,
kept the lecond time in the [ubwbs , viterly condemned
1 the pra&ifes of all Conjurersand Enchanters. Thetwelue Ta-
! bles in Rome adiudged to punifhmeuts thofe that bewitched
“8 the ftanding corne. And for the Ciuil Law, this kindeis con-
"1l demnedboth by the Law Iulizand Cornelia. In like manner
‘ the wifelt Emperors (thofe I meane that attained to che honour
" of Chnitianitic) ordained diuers Ediéts and Prohibitions , vn-
der veric (harpe and grieuous punifhments, againft all fuch vil.
Yanic: as (onffantine in theninth booke of the Cod. 12, 18, en-
ated , Thatwholocuer fhould actempt any aétion by Art Ma-
gicke, againtt the fafetic of any perfon, or fhould bring 10 or
flirre vp any man, to make him fall into any mifchiefe or
.+ riotous demeanour , fhould fuffer a gricuous punifhment : in
4 the ffth Law hee forbiddeth euery man ro aske counfell ac
| Witches, ot to vie the helpe of Charmers and Sorcerers, v
#1  der the paine of death, Let them (faich hein the fixe Law) be
“° throwne to wilde beafts to be di.iunl.'i!.'td »,that by conjuring
{ 1 ot
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or the helpe of familiar Spirits goe about to kill eicher thel
encmies, or any other. Moreouer,in the feuenth Jaw hee
willeth ; that not fo much as his owne Courtiers and fer-
uans, if chey were found faultie in this crime, (hould bee
fpared, buc feuercly punithed : yet neuerchelelfe, manie of
this age giue themfclues oner to this lthie finne, wichour
either feare of God, or refpe&t of law : fome through a
foolifh and dangerous curiolitie, others through the ouer-
ruling of their owne vile and wicked' affeétions , and a
third fort, troubled with che terrours of an euilleon(cience,
delire to know what fhall befall and happen vnto them in
theend.

Thus Sanl the firft King of [fracl] beeing troubled in him-
felfe, and terrified wich the armie of che Philiftims that came
againft him,would necds foreknow his owne fortune, and the
itlue of this doubtfull warre. Now whereas before whileft he
performed the dutie of a good King, and obeyed the com-
maundement of God, hee had cleanfed his Realme of Witches
and Enchanters; yet is he now (o mad as to make them ferue his
owneturne, and co vl their counfels in his excremitie s adding
this wickedne(Te to the number of his other great {inpes,that the
meafure thereof mighe befull : he went therefore toa Witch to
feeke counfell, who caufed a Divell. to appearc and {peake vato
him in the (hape of Samue/, and foretell him of ( Gods juft
judgement vpon his wickedneile) his veter and finall ruine and
deftruction. - '

An example not much vnlike vnto this in the euent,
but moft like in pradtife , wee finde recorded of * s
tholicres , the one and. thirciech King of the Scots: who,
after hee had vniuftly viurped ‘the Crowne and Sceprer,
and' enftalled himfelfe by much bloudfhed into the Throne
of the Kingdome, by’ dpen’ intrufion.,-and no apparent
fhew “of right |, fought by the fame meanes to confirme
and ' eftablith “the ' Kingdome ‘viito lim : . And therefore
(as wickediictke' Is' alyyayes” dccompanied * with i’uf’piti;;mﬁ
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and feare) he fent one of his muftieft friends to 2 Witch, to
enquire of things to come, both what fiiccelle he fhould haue
in lus Kingdome. and alfo how long he (hould liue : che Witch
anfwered , 1hat hee fhould not liue long , but fhould fhorcly
be murthered, not by his enemie , buc by his familiar friend
when the Meflenger vrged inftancly of whome ; fhee anfwe-
red, Of him : hee detefting her ac firft, and abhorring the
choughe of any fuch villanie, yer at length conlidering chat
it was not {afe to difclofeche Witches aniwer, and on the other
[ide,that it could not be concealed, reflolued tor his moft fe-
curitie , racher to kill the Tyran, with the fauour of many,
than to faue him alive with the hazard of his owne head.
Therefore as foone as hee was rerurned home, being in
{ecrer alone with the King, to declare vato him the Wit-
ches anfwer, he flew him fuddenly, and gaue him his juftde-

fere, both tor his horrible crueltic, and wicked forcerie, Let

all them that make no confcience of running to Witches, ei-

ther for their loft goods, or for recoucric of their owne or

friends healch, remember this example, either for their in-

fruction roamend,or for their terror, if they continue thae diuels

ith pra&ifc.

Plutarch in the life of Romslm reporteth of one (leo- Tﬂjfem:&. R~
MHn..‘!"!H?

medes, a man in proportion of bodie,and cruel praﬂiﬁn, hug;
and gyanc-like : who for thathe was the caufe of thedeach of
many lictle children, and was purfued by the parents of thofe
dead infants, who fought to be reuenged on_ him for that crucl
part , hee hid himfclfe in 2 coffer, ciuﬁnﬁ the lid faft to
Hith : but when the coffer was broken open , the Conjurer was
not therein , neither aliue nor dead, but was tranfpored by
the malicious Spirit the Diucll , vato a place of greater ror-
ment,

credic and authoritie aniong the Romans , whom the En pe.
rour Tsberins gaue vnto his fonne Germaricns for an helpex
and counfellor in the mannaging ot his affajres in ﬁha,l"i:;

s TS 1 uj : well
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Antient Hiftories make mention of one Pifo, a man of reia
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118  well was he pecfuaded both of his fufficiencie ; courage, and
, loyaleie towards him. It chanced a while afeer, that hee was
{ulpeéted ro haue bewirched to death the faid Germanicns :
the fignes and markes of which fufpicion were, certaine dead
mens bones digged out of the earth with diuers charmes and
curfes, and Germanicus name engrauen in tables of lead , and
fuch like trath which Witches vie to murcher men wichall,
were found with him, Whercupon Tiberizs himfelfe accu-
{ed him of thac crime ; buc wouhf not haue the ordinarie Jud-
ges to [ic vpon it, but by (pecial priuiledge committed the
enquitie. thereof vnro the Senate.  Pifa , when. euery man
thought he was preparing himfelfe for his defence againft the
morrow , (like a wife man to preuent all mifchietes) was
found dead the day before, hauing his threat cut, and, as moft
likelyhood was,finding himfelf guilcy of chefaét,and coo weake
to ouerweigh the other fide, foreftalled theinfamicof a moft
fhamefull death, by killing himfelfe ; although there be that fay..
that the Emperour fent one of purpole to difpatch him. in this
Tmanner. p
Libh 3. Cap. 4. Olans CMagnus telleth of one Methorin, a noble Magitian
Of the Nor- in old time, thac by his delufions did {o deceiue and b!i:lfl: the
therne people. pooreignorant people, that they accounted bim. nor onely for
Referthis alfo {ome mightic man , but rather for fome demie god ; and in
0 Lib-16t24» token of the honour and reuerence they bare him , they of-
fered vp Sacrifices vnto him, which he refufled not ;but at laft
his knaueries and coufenagesbeing layd open, they killed him
whom before they fo much efteemed : and becaufe his dead car-
kaffewith filchie ftinke infeéted the approchers, they digged it
vp and broached it ypon the end of a ftake , to be deuoured of
wilde beats.

Another called Hollere (as the {ame Authour witnelleth),
played thelike trickes in abufing the peoples mindesas ftrong-
ly as the other did , infomuch that he was repuced alfo for a
ﬁﬂd :for hejoyned with his crafe, ftrength and power to make
Simlelfe of greater auchoritic in the world, When he lifted 5
palle

Chap. 18, 0f
the forefayd
Boopke.

ey SR e Bl A



palfe ower thefea, hie vfed no other (hip but bone figured with
certainecharmes, whereby he was tranfported, as if both fayles
and winde had helped and driuen himforwards ; yet hisinchan-
ted bone was not of power to faue him from being murthered of

his enemies.

The fame Author wrireth, That in Denmarke chere was one 0less aagus.

Orto agreat Rouer and Pyrat by fea, who vied likewife to-palle
the feas without the helpe of fhip or any other Veflel, and funke
and drowned all his enemies with the waues, which by his cun-
ning he Rirred vp: bue aclaft his cunning pradlife was ouer-reas
ched by one more expertin his art than himfelfe, and ashet had
ferued others, (o was he himfelfe ferued, euen fwallowed vp of
the waues.
There was 2 Conjurer ar Saltzburg that vaunted that he could
ather together all che Serpents within halfeamile round about
inco a ditch, and feed themand bring them vp there: and being
about the experiment, behold, the old end grand-Serpent came
in the while,which whil he chought by the forceof his charmes
to make toenter into theditch among the reft, he fec vpon and
enclofed him round aboutlike a girdlefo firongly, that hedrew
him perforce into the dicch with him, where he milerably died,
Marke here the wages of fuch wicked mifcreants, chac as they
make it their occupation to abufe fimple folke, chey are them-
{elues abufed and coufened of the Diuell, whois a finer jugler
than themall.

T was a veric lamentable fpe@acle that chaunced to the
Gouernour of Mafeon a Magitian, whom the Diuell {narched
vp in dinner while, and hoifted aloft, carrying him three times
zbout the towne of Mafcon in the prefence of many behol-

-~ ders, to whom he cried on this manner, Helpe, helpe , 50y yugo de clani.

friends 5 fo that the whole towne ftood amafed therear , yea
and the remembrance of this firange accident ftickechat this
day faft in the mindes of all the Inhabitants of this coun-
trey :and they fay, that this wretch hauing giuen himfelfeto
the Diuell, prouided ftorcof holy ‘t;rt_:gd (as ﬁmy callit) whi;ch

: 1 I
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Falz

The Theatre of

healwayes carried about with him, thinking therebyto keepe
him(elfe from his clawes ; but i ferued him to fimall ftéad, as his
end declared.

Abour the yeare 1437 5 Charles the feuenth being King of
France, Sir Gyles of Britaine, Lord of Rais, and high Conta-
ble of Frauce, was acculed (by thereporr of Enguerrande Mon.
Jreles) for having murthered many infancsand women great
with childe, to the number of eight {core or more , with whofe
bloud hee cither writ or caufed to be written bookes full of
conjurations, hoping by thatabhominable meanesto attainz to
high matters : buc it happened cleane croffe and contrarie to
his expeétation and pradtife 5 for being conuinced of thofe
horrible crimes, (it being Gods will, that fuch groffe and
pzlg:bl: finnes (hould not go vnpunifhed ) heewas adjudged
to be hanged and burned to death, which was alfo "accor-
dingly executed ac Nantes, by the awhoritic of the Duke of
Britaine, , sstseds .

Tobn Francis Picus of Mirand faich, That he conferred di-
uers. times with many, who being inticed with a vaine hopeof
knowing things to come, werc afterwardsfo grieuoufly tormen-
ted by the Diuell (with whom they had made fome bargaine)
that they thought themfelues thrice happie if they cﬁ:ap:c% with
theirliues, Hefaith moreouer, That there was in his time a cer-
taine Conjurer that promifed a too curious and no  great wife
Prince, to prefent vitohim vpon a ftage the fiege of Troy,and
Achillesand  Heétor fighting togecher as they did when they
werealiug ;5 bu he could not performe his promife for another
fport and fpectacle more hideous and ougly to his perfon 5 for
he was raken away aliue by a Dyuell, in fuch lort that he was ne-
uer afterward heard of,

In our owne memorie the Earle of Afpremont and his
brother Lord of Orne, were made famous and in CLery mans
snouth, for their flrange and prodigious feats, wherein chey
were fo vnreafonably diffolute and vain glorious, thar fome-
sime they made it their fport and pafture o breake downe

all.
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all the windowes abour the Caftle Aflpremont ; where they
kept. (which Iyeth 10 Lorraine ewo miles from S. CMichael)
and threw chem piecemeale 1nto a deepe Well to heare cherg
cric plumpe : bur this vaine excetle prefaged a ruine and de-
firuétion to come, as well vponcheir houle, which at dhis pre-
fent lyeth defolace and ruinous in many refpeéts, as vpon them-
felues, that finifhed their dayes in miferic one after another ;
as we (hall now vnderftand of the one the Lord of Orne : "¢
for the Earle, how he died, fhall more ar largebedeclared elle-

120 where. Now it chanced , that as the Lord of Orne was of

moft wicked and cruel conditions, (o he had an euill favoured
looke, anfwerable to his inclination and-name, to bea Conju-
ver : the report thar went of his crueltie was this ; Thac vpona
time he put the Baker, (one of bis feruants, whofe wife hee
vied fecretly to enterraine) into a cun, which he caufed to be
rowled from the top of 2 hill , into the bottome, bouncing
fomerimes as high as a pike, as the place gaue occalion ; but
by the great mercic of God , notwithftanding all this , this
poore man faued his life.* Furthermore, it was a common re-
port, that when any Gentlemen or Lords came to fee him, they
were entertained (as they thought) very honorably , being fer-
wed with all fort of moft dainde faire and exquilic difhes, as
if he hadnot fpared to makethei the beft cheere that might
be: but accheir departure, they thar thoughe chemfelues well re-
frefhed , found their ftomacke emptie and: almoft pined for
want of food , hauing neither eaten nor drunke any thing
faue in imagination onely : and itis to be thoughe, thac their
horfes found no beteer fare than their mafters. - It happened one
day, thata certaine Lord being deparced from hishoule, one of
his men hauing left fomething bcEindc; recurned to the Caftle,
and entering fuddenly into the hall where they dined buta licele
before,he elpied a Munkie beating the Matter of the houfe that
had feafted them of late, verie fore. And there beothers chat
fay , that he hath been feen through the chinke of a docre ly-
ing on a table vpon his bellicall aclength, and a Munky [cour-
ging himveric ftrangely 510 whom he fhould fay , Let Tc 2=
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alone , ler mee alone , wile thou alwayes tormefit me thus 2
And thus hee continued a long time: bur ar length after hee
bad made away all his fubftance ; hee was brought to fuch
extreamitic , that being defticure of maintenance, and forfa-
ken of all men , hee was faine (for wane of a2 better refuge)
to betake himfelfe te the Hofpital of Paris y which was %lii
laft Manfion houfe , wherein he died. See here to how pit-
tifull and miferable an end this man fell ; thac having been
efteemed among(t che Mighries of this world , for making
no more account of God , and for following the illufions
of Sachan ( the common Enemic of Mankinde ) became fo
poore and wretched as to dyein an Hofpital among Cree
ples and Beggars.

It is notlong (incethere was in Lorraine a certaine man cal-
led Cowlen,that was ouer much giuen tochis curfed Arc:amongft
whole trickes this wasone to be wondred at 5 that he would (uf-
fer harquebules or piftols to be fhot at him, & catch their bullers
in his hand without receiuing any hurt: buc vpon a certaine time
one of his feruants being angrie with him,hét him fuch a knock
with a piftol (notwithftanding all his great cunning) thac he kil-
led him therewich, '

Moreouer, it is worthie to be obferued ; Thae within thefe
two hundred yeares hicherto, more Mopkes and Priefts haue
been found giuen ouer to thefe abheminations and diuellifh-
neiles , than of all other degrees of people whatfocuer, as it
1s declared in the fecond volume of Engserrande CMonftve-
Jet more at large : where hee maketh mention of a Monke
that vled to pra&tife his {orceries in the top of a Tower of
an Abbey, lying neere to Longin vpen Marne , where the
Diuels prefented themftlues to be at his commandement : and
this was in the raigne of Charles the lixe. In the fame booke
it is recorded, Thar in the raigne of Charles the {cuenth, one
Mafter #illram Ediline Doétorin Riuinicie, and Prior of Saint
Germaine in Lay, hauing beene an Auguftine Frier, gaue him-
{elfero the Diuell for his pleafire, euen co haue his will of a
gerraine woman ; he was vpon atime ina place where a Syna-

goguﬂ
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gogue of people weregathered together ; where to the end chat
he miight quickely be (as he himlelfe confefled ) hee tooke
a broome and rode vpon ir. Hee confeiled alfo, thar heehad
done homage tothat encmie of God, the Diuell; who appeared

vito him in the (hape of a [heepe, and made bimkitle his hindey A fweet kifle
pars, ashe reported. For which caufes he was placed vpon a doubtleffe.

{caffold, and openly made te weare a paper conraining his owne
faults, and afterwards alorted co liue. prifoner all the reft of his
life laden with yrous, in the Bithop of Ewresx his houfe,
which was accordingly executed. This happened in the yeare
1453,

Inthe raigne of the fame King, 1457, there wasa certaine
Curat of a Village neere to Soillons, who to reuenge himfelfe
of a Farmer thar retained from him the tenths which were
appointed to the Knights of the Rhodes, went to 2 Witch,
of whom hee receiued in gift a fat toade in an earthen por,
which fhee had along while fed and brought vp, which fhee
commanded him ro baprife ;as heallo did, and called it by the

name of Jehs : albeit I tremble to recite fo monitrous and E:;?:;TI::T

I:E‘II 1: ;‘:"sl}"

vile a fat ; yer thar enery man mighe fee how deadly befot-
ted thofe fort of people are that giue themfclues ouerto Sa-
ran, and with what power of efrour he ouerwhelmeth them,
and befide; how full of malice chis vncleane Spirit is, thae as
it were in defpight of God, would prophanc the holie Sa-
¢rament of Bapufme. This goodholic Curar after hehad con-
{ecrated the holy hoft, gaue it alfo rothe toadeto car, and afrer-
ward reftored it to the Witch againe, who killing the toade,
and cutting it in pieces, wich other fuch hke forcenies, caufed a
young Wench to carric it fecrecly into. the Farmers houle,and
to put it vnder the rable as they wereat dinner ; whereupon
immediatly the Farmer and his childrenchae were atthe rable
fell fuddenly [icke,and three dayes after died: che Witch hex
f{clfe being detetted, wasburned, bur the Curac {uffered onely a
licleimprifonment in the Bilhop.of Paris houfe, and that not
long for what with friendfhip and mony he wasfoon deliucred.
Froiffard, who was Treafurer and Canon of Chymay, reporteth
0
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kg otenbesherechens  thefeuenth ) chat had a famuliar Spiric which hee called Oy
. 'Ll senkie Clbe skt shon :'whofe helpe he wled ro the ditturbamoe of che Lord of
| s . Coralle, by cauling aterrible noyfeco be heard cuery nighe by
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dhic tic a0, chat chis was done in Mafle while ) wherear hee becing
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12 of another Curat in the Countrey of Beare (vnder Charles

him and his {eruanes mn his Caftle ; becaufe the faid L ord
with-held his athes from him, and conuerted them to his
owne vie
ipierd. In the yeare 15 90,2t Nuremberg a certaine Pyicft ftudied Are !
Magicke, and being verie couetous of gold and filuer, the diucll
(whom he ferued) (hewed him through a chryftal cereaine trea-
fures ndden’in the citie: he by and by (greedy of this rich prey)
went tothat part of the citie where he I'Liﬁpnti:d it to haue lien
buried : and being arriued acthe place, with 2 companion whem
he brought co thus prettie paftime, fell a fearching and digging
p a hollow pit,vnall he perceivned a coffer that lay in the bore
tome of the hole, with a greac blacke dog lying by it : whicher
he was nofooner entered, bur che carthfell downe and filled vp
the hole, and{inothered and crufhed him co deach. So this poore
Prieft was entrappedand rewarded by his Matter no otherwife
than heedeferued 5 but ocherwile than he expecied or looked
f-{xl t
Howbeitthey are not onely fimple Priefts and Friers chae
Kaucler. Rrc. deale wich chele curled Arcs, but euen Popes chemfclues, Sil
. ueffer the fecond (as Plarina and others repore) was firfta cone
juring Frier, and gaue himfelfe to the Diuell vpon condition
he might bee Pope, as hee was indeed ;and hauing obrained
his purpofe, as it Teeimicd he began earncltly to defire to know
O theday whereinhee (hould die: which alfo his Schoolematter
i the Diuell reuealed vnto him, but vnder fuch doubtfull cearmes,
that hee dreamed in his foolith conceit, of immortalitie, and
that he (bould neuerdie. It chanced on 2 time as he was fin-

was the place affigned him to dicin ) and noc Terufalem in
Paleftina (as beec made himfelte falfcly to beleeue, he heard
A note wor- 2 great noyfe of Diuels chat camie ro fetch him away ( note

. feITl -
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cerrificd and tormented , and feeing himfelfe not able any 125
way to efcape, hee difired his people to rend his bodie in

teces atter his death, 2ndlay icvpon acharrior, and let hor-
{es draw it whither chey would ; which was accordingly per-
forted ¢ for as fooneas hee wasdead the pecces of his carkalle
were carried out of the churchof Laterane by che wicked fpiric,
who as heruled himinlife,{o he was the chiefein his deach and
funerals.

By like meanes came f}_’fﬁ:efﬁffthcnir.th to the Popedome,for pewne Bakews
hiee wasa deteftable Magitian: and in the ten yeres whereinhee
was Pope hauing committed infinit villanies and mifchietes,
was at laft by his familiar friend the Diucll ftrangled to deach in
aForeft. whither he went to applie himfelte the more quicter to @ Seassece.
his coniurings. .
Gregoriethe ixth, fcholler to Silueffer, as greata coniureras gy

his mafter, wrought much mifchiefe in his time , but was
at 1aft banifhed Rome, and ended his life in miferic in Ger-

manie, g b AL atl A
Tobnthe two and twentieth, beeing of no betterdifpofition
than thefe wee haue fpoken of, but following judiciall aftro-
logie, fed himfelfe with a vaine hope of long life, whercof
hee vaunted himfelfeamong his familiars, one day aboue the
veft ar Viterbum,in a chamberwhich hee had lately builded,
faying, that hee fhould liue a greac while,hee was allured of
it : prefently the floore brake fuddenly in pieces, and hee was
found feuen daies after crufhed to picces vnder the ruines
thereof,  All this notwithftanding , yec other Popes cealed
siot to luffer themfelues to bee infeéted with this execrable
pny{'un:as'}’fiidrémﬁd, who was called Gregorie the feuenth,
and Alexander the fixth, of which kindewe thall fee awhole
legend in the nest booke. Doebut marke thefe holy Fathers.

how abhominable they were , to bee in fuch fore giuen oucrto
Sﬂ. i‘-lﬂ A b | i nﬁ-m,..g:.;if;;rﬂlcﬁnﬁ-,&rh:ﬁ’#whéia
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Corneliss Agrippa, 2 great Scudent in this curfed Arc, and Towius in eligi-
2 than famous both by his owne workes and others report, for o E;:::tm ife
his Necromancie, went alwaycs accompanied with an emll M
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Theat. bif.

Fulgof i1

fpirit in thefimilitude of a blacke dog = but when histime of
death drew neere,and hee was vraed to repentance, he tooke
off theinchanted collar from the dogs necke , and fent him
away with theletermes ; Ger thee hence thou curfedbeast, which
baft viterly deftroyed me : Neither was the dag cuer afcer
{eene : fome [ay hee leapt into Araris, and meuer came out
againe. eAgripps himfelfe died at Lyons in abafe and beg-
garly Inne.

Zeroaftres King of BaGriaisnotified to haue bin the Inuen-
ter of Aftrologieand Magicke. Butthe Diuell (whofe miniftric
he vfed) when hewas too importunate with him, burned him to
death,

Charles the feuenth of France, put Egedins de Raxa , Mar-
fhal of his Kingdome, to a cruel and fithie death, becaufehe
practifed this Art, and in the fame had murtheredan hundred
and twentie teeming women and young infants: hee caufed
him to behanged vpon a forke by a hot fire, and roafted to
death, pua : g

Bladudihefonne of Lad King of Britaine, now called Eng-
land, in the yeare of the World 3100, (hee that builded che i
cic of Bath, as our Jate Hiftories witnelle,and alfo made there-
in the Bathes) addiéted himfelfe fo much to the diuelifh Are
of Necromancie, that hee wrought wonders thereby , info-
much that hee made himfelfe wings , and attempted to fleg
like Dedalns - but the Diuell ( as euer like a falfe knaue) for-
fooke him in lus journey, fo that hee fell downe and brake
his necke,

In the yeare of our Lord 1558, one Simsn Penbrooke
dwelling in Saint Georges parifh in London, being a figure
fetter , and vehemently fufpeted to be a Conjurer, by the
commandement of the Judgeappeared in the parifh church of
Saint Sawsenr at a Court holden there: where whileft hee was
bulicin entercaining a Proctor, and leaned hishead apon a pew
a good fpace, the Proétor began to lift vp his head to fee
what he ailed, and found himdepartingou of this life, and

_ﬁraighmayes hee fell downe racling in the throar, without
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Gods Tndgements. and Enchanters.

fpeaking any one word, This ftrange judgement happened
before many witnelles, who (earching him, found about him
§ue diuelilh bookes of conjuration and moft abhominable pra-
Etifes, with a piture intin of a- man hauing three dtce in his
hand, with chis writing , Chance dice fortmraselys and much
other trafh:fo that cuery one confefied itto bea juft judgement
aoainft Sorcerie, and a great example to caufe others to feare
the juftice of God. Now let cuery one learne by thefe ex-
amples to feare God, and to ftand firme and fteadfaft to his
holie "i.ﬂ’m‘d,‘:\'i(hﬂur mrning from it on any ﬂdf, fofhall he
befafe from fuch like miferable-ends as thefe wicked Varlets
come vneo. ""‘*“"“‘*““‘“""‘“’?’1""‘*_ e
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CHAP. XXIL

of thofe that through pride and vaine-glorie flroue to
wfurpe the honour due vnto God.

M Foroecfill and vnthankefull minde
fi for Em benefits which God beftoweth

% : vpon vs , is a branch of the breach of
ﬁ\\ ; this firt Commaundement, as well
% as thole which went before : And

@ this is when wee aferibe not vnto

ﬁﬁ N God the glorie of his benefits, to

W5 c¥ piue him thanks for them , burtho-
rough a foolifh pride extoll our feliies higher than we ought,
prefuming aboue meafure and reafon in our owne POWer,
defire to place our felues i 2 higher degree than 15 meet,
With this fond and foolith affe&tion (I know not how) our
firlk fathers were rickled and tainted from che beginniog, to
dhinke to impaire the gloric of God: andthey alfo were puie
fed vp with che blaft ofambition, that 1 know not with what
fond, foolifh, rafh, and proud conceit , went about aﬁcﬁ tliE
)
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&
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foud to build aciticand tower of cxceeding heighth, by thag
meanes towinne fameand reputacion among(t men : In ftead
whereot they oughe rather to haue prayled God by remems-
bring his gracious goodnelle in cheir miraculous deliuerance
in their fathers perfons, from that generall deluge and fhip-
wrecke of the World : but forafivuch as with aproud and
high ftomacke they lifted vp chemfelues againft God , to
whome onely ali glorie appertaineth, therefore God alfo fet
pimfelfe againft them and againft dheir ouer bold praétifes,
interrupting ail cheir decermined prefumpeuous  purpofes,
by fuchaconfulion and aleeration of tongues which hee fent
amongft them, .thac.ane could noc vnderftand another : (o
thac with fhame they wereconftrayned co leaue cheir begun
worke. And befides, in ftead of that ftrong and fure habi-
tation which they dreamed on, to maineaine and defend them-
felues by,againft all enemies,and the fortre(Te and caftle wheve-
by they went about to keepe other in fubieétion to them,
they were forced to forfake the place by the juft judgemenc
of God, who fcattered and difperfed them hitherand thither,
that hee might bring themto that eftate and condition which
they moft et allfeared,and ftroue to (hunne. AndthusGod re-
fifteth the proud, andfauoureth che humble : loc here the pu-
aifhment wherewith God  punithed their finne, remaining

Atill vpon them vneill this day,for a chaftifement of their proud

fpirits. i
With the ftaine of this finne, moft commonly, the mighti-
eft Potentates of'this world are defiled, who although both
by word and writing auouch and confelle their power to
bee by the grace of God, yet for the moft part they are verie
vnchankfull for the fame, and fo proud and high minded, that
they fhew themfelues moft obftinat and vogratetull of all men 3
for oftentimes they rob hin of the honour and glorie which
is peculiar vato himfelfe, ard attribuee it to chemfelues , in fet=
ting foorch their braue and fumprueus fhewes and eriumphs 3
this is thelinne whereof Nubuchadnerzar King of Babell was
Fepros
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reprotied ; for God hauing betowed vponhim a kingdome
with fuch pompe and renowne, thache madewhole nations
¢o tremble before his face,and putting many people infubie-
&ion vader him,be(in ftead of giuing chankesfor thefe great
benefits)exaleed himfelfe,fuffering hus hearc to fwell,and his
vnderftanding to wax hardiwith pride, not regarding the
Lord who excolled him (o high : andyet notwithtanding hee
was conftrained to confelle and acknowledgehim for the
arue God,co hauean cuerlafting kingdome,& an infinic pow-

er,as well by the forewarning of dreames which Dasniel inter-

preced,as by the miraculous deliugrance of three you'nﬁ men
ay in

| out of the burning furnace : thercfore as he walked one
this royall palace at Babylon, and vaunced of his grearnelle,

Codys Tudgements.  fteone to viurpe Gods hohours
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and magnificence,: a}ria% to himfelfe, Ls nor this grear Babell, Dangs

which I basebuils for the boufe of the kingdome,by the might

- of my. powerand for the honour of my Maicftie ? Now whileft

the word wasyet in his mouth, as voyce was heard from hea-
uen;faying, O kizg,to theeit is [poken,Thy kix sgdomse [hall de
pars fram thee : and according to the renour of che voice hee
was immediatly depofed from his royall feat, fpoiled of alhis
glorie, driuen from the focietieof men,depriued of fenfe, and
madea companion for the bruit beafts ,and wildeatles,cating
alTe like axen,euen {o long,vacill his hairewas grown ftiffe
like Eagles feathers,and his nailes likeche clawes of birds. In
which eftace he continued the (pace of feuen yeares seuen he
chac  little before was fo proud and arrogant,and he that had
conquered (0 many kingdomes and nations, that rivmphed
ouer. Turic and Ternfalem, with the Kings thereof. This is
a moft excellent looking glaflefor Kings to behold the fic
/ KlenclTeand inftabilicic of all their power and pompe, when
it pleafeth God to humbleand bring them ynder: chere is
neicher Scepterscrowne, ftay,or ftrength of man,that is ableto

hinder and turneafide the hand of the Almightie,the king of
kings,from abafing and weakening the moft igh and ftrong
of this world,let chem beneucs fo braueand jolly,and bring-

: . im0 X ing
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ing themvnto alow; concemptible, and brucifli effate.

Befides this which we haue alreadie touched, there is ands
therkinde of pride and prefumption moft damnable and de-
eeftable of all : and it is when a nian doth fo miuch forget him-
fclfe, as tofeife and take vpon him that honour which apper-
tamncch onely to God, aleribingito himfelfe a certaine dejtie.
One would hardly chinke that there were any fuuch in the
world, fo proud asto commit this fin,did not experience
certaine exaniples veach vs the contrarie: As fieft of allthe
King of Tyre, whofe heart wis {o exalted wich dhie nulticude
ofriches,and the renowngand greatnetle of his houfesthat he
doubred notto efteerne himfelfe a god,and to defire majeftie

Chap.23. 1, and power correfpondent chereunto, For which prefumption
25 35 &c. God by the Prophet Ezechielreproued him, and threatenied
his deftruétion, which afterward came vpon hiny, when by
the power of a firange and terrible nation, his goodly god-
head was ouercome and murchered, fecling indeed thac hee
wa$no god, as he fuppofed, butaman fubje& to deach and
miferic, : ey
 King Herod, fyrmamed eAgrippa, which put Lamer the
brother of John to death, andimpriioned Peser,with purpofe
to make him tafte of the fame cup, was puffed vp withnolefle
{acrilegious pride ; for being vpon a tife featedsins his throne
ofjudgment,and arrayed in his royal robesghewing forch his
greancsand magnificence in the prefence of the Embatfadors
of Tyreand Sidon,thatdefired to continuein peacewith him,
as helpake votothem, the people thoued and cried, That ic
was the voice of God, and ot of man : which titles of honor
hedifclaimed not, and therefare the Angﬁ"] of the Lord {imote
him fuddenly, becaufe he gane not the glorie to God: fo thar
- he was caren with wormes, and-gaue vp the-ghoft, Jofephus . |
Tewilli Anti~. reporceth the (ame florie more at largeon this manner: Vpon ' |
quitics, the fecond day of the folemnization ofthe playes which He.. |
£ibe 1967+ pod canfed to be celebrated for the Emperors health, there be-
ang a great number of gentlemenand Lords prefent thar came:
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from all quasters tothis feafkt; he came betime inthe morning
to the Theatre, clad in a garment all wouen with [iluer of a
magiellous workmantfhip; vpon which, as the Sun rifing caft
his beames, there gliteered out fuch an excellent brighusetle,
chacchereby his pernitious fatterers took occalionto calthim
with 2 Jowd voyce by the rame of God : for the which facri-
legious { peech, he not reproouing nor Futbidding them, was

elently taken with moft gricuous aud horrible dolours and
gripes in hisbowels,{o that lecking vpon the people he veee
ved thefe words : Behold here your goodly god, whom you
but now fo highly honored, ready to dic withexireame pain.

" And o he died indeed moft miferably, euen when hee was in
the top of his honer and jollity, and as it weren themiditof

his earchly Paradife , being beaten downe and fwallowed vp -
with confulion and ignominie, not {tricken with the edge of
fword or fpeare (for thac had been farre more honorable) but

gnawen in ‘picces with lice and vermine.

Gods Indgements. - ftrone toviurpe Gods honout,

13];

Simon Magns , otherwife called Simon the Samaritane, Zu/eh. lib. 2.

borne in 2 villagé called Gitton , afrer hee was curfed of

I:T-E'JE-. I2.
Philips iz

Peter the A'Pﬂﬂfiﬂ 5 for ﬂﬁ'ﬂiﬂg to bu}" the gi&S of the '5Pi" Chroit.

tit of God with money , went to Roie, andthere putting cent. x. b, 2,

in praétife his magicall arts , and working miracles by theesp. 11

deuill, was repuced a god , and had an image ereéled in his
honour,withthis infcz tion,To Simon the boly god: Belides,
all the Samaritanes, and diuers allo of other natofs accouns
ced him no letle , asappeared by the rencrence and henour
which they did vato him : infomuch, as they called his com-

nion,or racher his whore Helena (for that was her profe(fi-

on in Tyrea cicy of Phenicia) The firit moouer that diftilled

ottt of Simons bofome. Now he,to fofter this foolifh and re-
diculos opinion of theifs,and to cternize his name, boafted
chae e would at'a certaine time flievp inco heauen, which,
26 hee actempred to doe by the helpe of the deuill , Peser

| the Apoftle commaunded the vncleane, {piric to caft him

downe againe, fo that hee fell vpon theearth and was bru-

fedto deah, and proued himfelfe thereby o beeno more
i ¥ hap
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Of thofe that through Pride

The Theatre of
than a mortall, wicked, and deteftable wretch.

Moreouer, ellewhere wee read of dlexcander the Great,

whoft courage and magnanimitie was fo exceedin g great,
thachee encerprifedto goe outof Greeceand fecvpon all A-
fia,onely vgg:h anarmie of two and thirtie thouf: ancr?nnnr.m,
fiue hundred horfe,and an hundred and tourefcore hips : and
in thisappointmene pafing the {czs, hee conquered in fhore
{pace the greateft part of the World : for which caufe he was
reprelented to the Prophet Danie/ in a vifion, by the figure
of a Leopard with wings onhis backe,to notifie the great di-
ligence and fpeedic expedition which he vfed in compafling
fo ma~y (uddenand great vitories ; with pride whereof hec
was fo foone infeéted, thathee would brookeno equall nor
companionin his Empire ; but as heauen had but one Sunne,
{o hee thought cheearch ought to hauebue one Monarch,

which was himfelfe: which minde of his he made knowne by

hisanfwere to King Darius deémanding peace, and offering
him the onehalfe ot his kingdome to be quiet 5 when hee re-
fuled to accord thereunto ; faying,He fcorned ro be a partner
in thehalfe, and hoped to be full polletlor of the whole. Af:

ger his firft victory had of Darius,& his entrance inco Egype -

(which heetocke without blowes, asalfe he did Rhodes and
Cilicia) hee pradtifed and fuborned the Priefts that miniftred
atthe Oracle of Hammion, to make hinrbe pronounced and
entituled by the Oracle, Thelon of Japiser - (whichkinde of
jugling and deceit was common at that time.) Hauing' ob-
tained this hopour, forthwich he caufed himfelfe ro bee wor-

fhipped as a god, according to the cuffome of the kings of

Perfia: neither wanted he farterers abouthim that egged him
forward,and [oothed him vp in this proud humor:albeic thae
many of the better fort endeuoredtooth and nayle to turne

him from it. Irhapnedas he warred in India, hereceived {0

fore a wqund, thar with paine thereof he was confirained to
fay, Thaufgh hewasthe renowned fon of Jupiter,yethecea-
fed not to feele the infirmities of 2 weake and difeafed bodie :
fimally, being renumed to Babylon, where many _E;:;b:rﬂ'::dor?
0
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of diuers far countrics, as of Carthage, and other cities in A-
frica, Spaine, France, Sicilie, Sardimia, and cerraine cities of
Tralic, were arriued to congratulate his good fucceile, for the
reat resiowne which by his worchic deeds he had gotten ; as
he lay chere taking his reft many dayes, and bathing himfelfe
inall kinde of pleafure, oneday after a great feaft, thac lafted
a whole day and a night, in a banquet after fupper, being rea-
die to recurnchonie, he was poyfoned ; when before hee had
drunke his whole draught, he gauea deepe [ighi uddenly,as if
he had beenthruft through with a dare,and was carried away
in a fwoone, vexed wich fuch horrible corment, that had hee
fiot been reftrained, he would haue killed himfelfe. And on
chis manner hethat could not content himfelfe with the con-
dition of 2 man, but would needs climbe aboue the clouds, to
go inequipage with God, drunke vp hisownedeath,leanng
as {uddenly all his worldly pompe, as he had {uddenly gotten
it = which vanifhed like fmoke, none of his children being
any whit thebetterfor it.
There was in Syracufa acitie of Sicilia (whichis now cal-
led Saragofle) a Phyfitian called Menecrares,whofefolly and
refumprion was o great, that he accounted himfelfe a god,
and defired to be foreputed by others 5 infomuch that hee re-
uired no other wages and recompence of the patients which
he tookein hand , (as o Elianm witnellech) bue that chey
fhould only acknowledge him to be Zupirer, and call him (o,
and auow themfelues to his feruice.Vpon atime Denss thety-
ran, defirous to make fome paftime with him,made afeaft,and
enuited himamongfk others to be his gueft : bue becaufe hee
wasa god,todo him honor anfwerable to his name, he placed
hhim a table all alone, and fec before him no difhes, but only a
cenfer with frankincenfe,which was a propet and conuenient
feruice fot the gods. This honorable dutic pleafed the Phyfici-
an very wel ac the firft,fo that hefnuffed vp the perfume moft
willingly : but when this poote god faw the other guefts ea-
ting and drinking indeed, and hing clfe not being able mfb;
- iij ¢
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Ofthole thatehrough pride The Thearre of
34 fed wich fmoke, readic to farue with hu nger, arofe vp and

wentaway all enraged in himfelfe, 20d derided of others sha-
uing more need to purge his owne braines of their fuperflu=
ous huior, than others from their ficknetles.

Caligulathe firlt, Emperour, being become an ordinarie
delpifer and open mocker of all religion, it came preicntly in
his braineto beleeue (fo drunken was he wich a draughr of
his owne foolilh conceit) that there was no other God but
himfelfe : therefore he caufed men to worllip bim,and to
Kitle hishands or his feet in token of reuerence, (which ho-
nor afterwards the Popes tooke vpon them) yea and was fo
befoteed,thac he went about by certain engines ofartto coun-
terfes chunder and lightnings: albeicin all chis pride and ar-
rogancie, or rather [olly, there was none (o timerous & feare«
full as he.or that would {ooner vpon lighter occafion be dif-
maied. One day as he was by mount £main Sicilie, hea-
ring by chance the violent cracking of the flames which all
thac {eafon alcended out ofthe top of the hill,jit ftreke fo fusd-
den and horriblea feare into him,that hee neuer ceafed fying
all nighe till he came to Phar in Meffina, Eucry liccle thunder-
clap put him in feare of death,for he would leap vp and down
like a mad man when he heard i¢ thunder;finding himfelf not-
able by all his godhead to defend himfelfe from the power
therof: but iftherechanced greater cracks than ordiniary then
would not his hot bed hold him, buc needs muft he run into

the cold floore voderneath the bed,to hide himfelte, T hus was
he compelled againt his wil to feare him whom willingly he
would not deigne to acknowledge. And thus it fallech out
with all wicked miferable Acheifts,whofe hearts imagin there
35 no God,and cherefore haue fo liccle alTurance in chemfelues
that there need no thunderand lightning to amafe chem 5 for
the fhaking of euery lealé is (ufficient ro make them cremble.,
To conclude, this Acheift, voyd of all Religion and feare
of God, and full of all prophaneneile, was according to his

duc deferr;murchered by one ofhis [eruants : of the whi-:hfw.zlil '
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in thefecond booke.

To thefe wemay adde them alfo, that cot
themfelues feared and reucrenced as gods, haue counterteite
the ligheningsand thunders ot heauen, as weread ofone A/
ladins 8 Latine King thac raigned before Romuulas : who be-
ing a moft wicked Tyran, and a contemner of God,inuented
a trickewhereby to prefent to the éare and eye,theratling and
fivife Mhine of both thunder and lightning ; that by thac
mmeans aftom(hing his fubjeéts, he mighe be efteemed ofthem
fora god:: but it chanced thac his houfe being fet on fire by
frue lightning,and ouerthrowne with the violent ftrengch of
»\| tempeftuous raine, togecher with the ouerflowing of 2 pond
| ¢hat ftood neere, he perifhed by fircand water, burnt and
' drowned andall aconce.

Did not the king of Elide the like,and to the fameend al-

{o, by the deuice of a charet drawne abour with foure horfes,
wherein were certaine yron-workes, which with wrinching
about gauc anhorriblefou nd refembling chunder,and torches Diod. lib, 4
and (quibs which he caufed to be throwne about hike lighten-
ings,in fuch fort,thac he oftentimes burnt the beholders: and
inthis manner he went vp and downe brauing it efpeciall
ouer an yron bridge which he had of purpofe buile to pafle
and repatlc ouerac his pleafure ; voull Gods long {uffering
could not endure any longer fuch outragious and prefumpru-
ous madnetle, but fent a thunderbole from heauen vpon his
head, that all the world might {ce by his deftru@tion, the ex-
ceeding follie and vaine pride which bewitched him in his
lifetime: which hiftorie the Poct in the perfon of § sbilla, (et
teth downe to this effect :

I faw Salmondn cruell torments lie,

For counterfesting shunder of the skie,

AndToues cleere lightning : whileft with terches bright,
! ' Dyawns

Gods Tudgements.  ftroueto viurpe Gods Honour.

Follow more at large in the next booke., 25
Domitian likewile wasfo blinded with pride,thathe would orof lib.y.ca7
“| becalled agod,and worlhipped : of whom alfo we wil (peake

he endto make Disnyf. Halic.
d Lih. 1. Antig.
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_136  Drawnewith foure flecds, and brandifhed bis ligh,

Avath. Lib. s,
Bel. Gothis.

He rode triumphantly through Elis fireats,
Andmade all Greciawond:r at bis feats.

T hinking so win the bonosr of 4 god, |

(< ad as be was ) by [eattring fire abroad.
With brazen engives, and :w'rf courfes faigning,
A noyfé like that which in the clouds is raigning,
And nowhere elfe : but God from thickef skie,
No torch, but [uch a thunderbolt let flie

At him that headlong whirld kins from bis Cel,
And tumbled downe into the deepeft Hel.

Thus this arrogant King was punifhed according to the
qualitic of his offence, euen in the (ame kinde wherein he of-
tended : which thing thoughit be found written ina Poet,
yet ought not be rejected for an old wiues tale, fz eeing it is not
mncrediblethata king might make fuch paftimes and yron-
crafhing noyles, nor that he might be juftly punifhed for the
{ame; and the rather, becaule (aligulie did the like, as wee
haue heard before. And we readallo, that one o A themsi fius
in the time of the Emperour Zuffinian , counterfeired by cer-
taine engines and deuices,in his owne houfe in Conftanitino.
ple, (uch earthquakes, lightenings, and thunders, that would
aftonilh a wilt braine to heare or behold them on a fudden.

But aboue all others that by darkening the glory of God to
encreafe their own power,haue proudly exalted themfelues »
gainft him, the Popes arethe ringleaders, whofe vnbrideled
boldneffe hath binfo much the more impudent & pernitious,
forthatin terming themfelues the feruants of the feruants of
God,in word,in deed,rake vnto them the authoritie and pow-
er of God himfelfe : asof pardoning and abfoluing fins, crea-
ting laws & ordinancesat their pleure,in binding or vnbin«
ding mens conlciences ; which chings appertain to God only.
Nay they hauebin fo brafen faced, as to command angels and
diuels,as Clement the fift did in one of his buls:{o impudent as
w0 be carried like idols vpon their vatTals fhoulders,and weare

PR T O | ihey three:
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three crownes vpon their heads (o proud and arrogant,as to
conitraine Kings and Emperors to kiffe their feet, to make
them their valals, to viurpe Jordhip and, dominion ouer
them and all their lands and polleffions, and to difpotletle
whom they like not,of kin gdmncs,and inftall intheirroomes
whom they pleafe ;and all chis by the thunder of excommu-
pication, whereby they make themfelues feared and ftood in
awe of, By which dealings of theirs,they verificinthemfclues

that which the Seripture {] peaketh of Ancichrift,which is the 2 Thef, 2, 3.

sman of fin, the fonne of perdition,an aduerfaric, and onethat
exalrech himfelfe againft all which is called God, or which is
worthipped , till he be ferasa god m the Temple of God,
fhewing himfelfe that he is God. Wherefore alfo the heaule
vengeanceof Godis manifeft vpon them, by the great and
hornble punifhments they haue been tormented with : for
fome of them haue had their eyes pulled out, others have dy-
ed in prifons, a third fort haue been fimothered to death , 2
fourth hath been killed with the (word, a fift hath died with
hunger, a fixt been ftoned, a feuenth poyfoned, and yet there
hath not wanted an eight fort, whom the diull himfelfe bath

ftifled.

carchly power,to viurpe a fupremacicand preheminence ouer
Kings : fuch was the pride of Pope Boniface the eighth,when

hefent an E]nbaifagc to Philip the Faire,King of France,to wich. @yles,of
command him totake vpon him an expedition affmnﬂ the the Chronicles:

Sarazens beyond the fea, vpon paine of forfeiting his King-
domintohis handssand when hauing his (word by his fidehe
fhamed not to [ay, that he alone, and none elle, was Emperor
and Lord of all the world : indemonftration whéreof, he be-
ftowed the Empire. vpon Duke Alber? 5 1 cther with the
Crowne of France : and not content hﬂ!‘tWitﬁ, hisinfolencie
was [0 importunat,that he charged Philipthe Fair to acknow-
ledge himlelfe to be his fubject in 211 caufes, as well (pirituall
as temporal, and to leuiea (ubfidie for his holinele out of his
dergie,difabling hisawhoritic in beftowing ChurchLuibgs,
which.

Gods Tud