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PREFACE

RS (0 A

T {eemeth hard to unruly Minds ;
that God fhould keep Intelleéiual
‘ouls, fo firange to the unfeen
World of Spirits; that we know
fo little of thent, and that our Know.
- ledge of them, is no more by the way
of Senfe: But there isin it, much of
Gods ~rbitrary Soveraign Power, and
much of his Wifdom, and much of

| his Juftice, andalfo of his Love.
. 1. Itplealed him to make Variety of
~ Creatures : What harmony would there
be without Variety?were there nothing
but Unity, there would be nothing but
God: And various Creatures, muft
| have a various Scituation, Reception
and Operations : The Fifhes muft not
| A 2 dwell
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dwell in our Cities, nor be acquainted
with oue Affairs,

2. We here dwell in Flefh;.in Bodies
organized for the Soulsi Receptions and
Perceptions, and Operations : And the
Wifdom_ of God doth fuitably difpefe
of his Communications, and give- us
that meafurgof - Light; which is agree-
able to our State : The Sun muft not
fhine on the Infant-in the. Womb 5-ner
muft he-there fee our Buildings and
Tradings, and Bufinefs, in the World.
~3.°Vve have Light here, that  is pro-
portioriable to our work and intereft.:
So much as is neceflary to our knowing
of ‘our felves, and our God and Gover-
nour, and ont Daty, and all thofe hepes
that are our neceflary - Motives thereto.
s Men that willbut obferve the Opergtions
of their Souls, may competently know
whta Soul or Spirit is: And Men that
wil but open their Eyes, and confide: °
rately look about them, may as certain-
ly know that thereisa God,as they;can
know that there isany. Being: And Men
that cannot’ but difference Moral Good
and Evil; and that know the Duty of

' Children
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Children to Parents, Subjets.to Rulers,
and Neighbours to Neighbours , may
know their Duty to God, and that the
performance of . it {hall not be in vain :
And if Men will not know all this
which they may know , it is juft with
God toleave them to their chofen dark-
nels, and no#to know that which further
might beknown. It 1s a difmal cale to
havea Soul that will not know it felf,
to bewhat it is , .till -utter Mifery con-
vince him.

4. Andthe God of Love maketh Ad-
vantage of our not-fecing the World of
Spirits, for ous Exercife of our higher
Intcllectual Faculties,bya Life of Faiths
And Inturtion (a Nobler fort than our
prefent Eye-fight ) will be feafonable ;
and foon enough when ripenels hath
made usready for'it. We fhall not need
all the Organical partsof the Eye,which
Galen admiringly defcribeth , for our
Glorious fight, ~ And to fee Devils and
other Spiritsordinari'y , would not be

| enuugh to bring our Atheifts to the ﬁl-
{ ving Knowledge of God,without whic

all other, Knowledge is vain, Ihey
A3 _that




The Preface.
that doubt of a Cod ( the moft perfe®,
eternal, infinite Being ) while they fee
theSun and Moon, and Stars, the Sea
andLand,would not know himby feeing
Created ~pir ts.

As to the Originals of this Collectjon,
it had its rife from my own, and other
Mens need. When God firlt aw akened
me, to think with preparing ferioufnefs
of my Condition after Death, I had not
any obferved Doubts of the Reality of
Spirits , or the Immortalityof the Soul,
orof theTruth of the Gojpel : But all my
doubts wereabout my own Renovation
and Titleto that Blefled Life. But when
God had given me peaceof Confcience,
Satan Affanlted me with thofe worfe
Temptations: Yet through Gods Grace,
they never prevailed againft my Faith ;
Nor did he ever raife in me the leaft
doubt of the Being, and Ferfection of

God ;5 nor of my Duty to Love, Hononr,
Obeyand Truft him: Yor I ftill faw that |

to be an Atheift was to be mad.

But Ifound that my Faith of Super-
nataral Revelaion, muft be more than
a Beljeving Man , and thai if it hairot

el : a firm
-
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a firm Foundation,and rooting even fure
Evidence of Verity, Surely dpprebended ,
it wasnot like to do thofz great worlks
thatFaith had to do,and toovercomethe
World, the Fleth and the Devil,and to
make my Death tobe fafeand comforta-
ble. Thereforel found thatall confirm-
ing helps were ufeful ; and among thole
of the lower fort, Appantmns, and o-
ther fenfible Manifeftations of the cer-
tain exiftence of Spirits of themfelves
Invifible, wasa means that might do
much with fuch as are prone to judge
by Senfe. The ufes hereof I mention
before the Book, that the Reader may
know that I WI’iEE it for Prattice,and not
to pleafe Mecn with the Strangenefs and
Novelty of uvfelefs Stories.

It isnofmall number of Writers on fuch
Subjeéts that I have read,it’s near three-
fcore years time from the firft occafion :
And finding that almoft all the Athcifts,
Sadduces and Infidels, did feem to pro-
fefs, that were they butfure of the Re-
ality of the Apparitions and Operations
of Spirits, it would curethem, I thought
this the moft fuitable help for them,
A 4 “% that
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that have finned themfelves into, an in-
capacity of more Rational and Excel-
lentArguments. , And I have long fear:
ed, left fecret unobferved defedtivenefs
in their Belief of the Immortality of
the Soul,and the truth of the Scripture,
is the great caufe of all Mens other de-
feCts : Therelieth ufually the unfound-
nefs of Worldly Hypocrites, where'it is
prevailing , and thence is the weaknefs
of Grace in the beft, though it prevail
not againft their Sincerity.

.. By which"Motives 1 did ( though it
difpleafed fome ) make it the Second
Lart of wmy Book called the Saints Reft :
And afterward provoked by Clement
Wrater, 1 did it much more fully in 2
Book called the #nreafonablencfs of Inf-
delsty : And after that, provoked by the

Copy of a paper difperfed in Oxford ,

( faid to Le Dr. Walkers ) queftioning

the certainty of our Religion, ‘and fee-

g no anfwer to it come from the

Univerfity Men, I wrote yet more Me-

thodically of all, ina Book called the

Reafons of the Chriftian Religion : And

after added a fmallDifcoutfe called More

Reafons

i
i
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Reafons for it , provoked by one that
called himfelf Herbert, in’ which alfo
I an{wered the Lord Herbert, de wers-
tate.: And fince then, a namelels Sad-
duce hath ‘drawn me to publith an An-
{wer to him: And in my Lsfe of Fah,
and other Books,I have handled thefame
Subject : All which I tell the Reader,
that he may fee why I h.ve taken this
Subje&t as {o. neceflary, why I am end-
ing my Life with the publication of
thefe Hiftorical Letters and Collections:
Which I dare fay have fuch Evidence,

" as will leave every Sadduce that read-

eth them, either convinced, or utterly
without excufe.

Surely the certainty of fo great a
change of our place , State, Company
and Works, as Death will certainly and
quickly make, {hould poflefs every Man
that hath the ufe of Reafon, with fuch
ferious Thoughts, Affections and Dili-
gence, as isquite contrary to a Diver-
ted, Carelefs, Sloathful, Worldly, Sen-
fualand flupid Mind and Life.

How fpeedily fhall I fee the World
that I have read of, and Preached, and
talk'd
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talkt and written of ¢ O! What a dif-
ference will there be. between my now
hearing of frightful Apparitions, and
prodigious Acts of Spirits,and that fight
or knowledge of all their State and Af-
fairs; which I fhall have , and now am
going to. Thefight of Devils and Dam-
ned Divefes, and unholy Souls , will
hereafter be no Rarity; and if my
Soul muft pafs through the airy infe-
rior Region, where thefe Miferable Spi-
rits now inhabit, it will not be as
dangeroufly Affaulted by them, but  in
Triumph : For I know whom I have
trufted , and into the hands of him do
I commit my Spirit , who hath con-
querred Death and Devils , and is now
the Glorified Lord of all, and can ufe
them at his pleafure. And thofe An-
gels that rejoice at the Repentance of
of a Lazarus, and now are Miniftring
Spirits for his fafety , will be ready in
Obedience to our Lord, to convey
his Soul to Abrahays bolom': Yea,
?fbe that day with Chrift in Para-
ife.

He
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The Preface.

He that chaineth up thefe Devils,
that they moleft us no more as their
Malice doth defire, will make our paf-
fage fafe through all their envy and
defiled Regions.

But feeing it is the free will of Man
that giveth the Devils their hurting
power, and they can do us no harm,
nor make us fin, without our own
confent or yielding : O! With how
careful and conftantand refolved watch-
fulnefs fhould we live? And how de-
fervedly may every prayerlefs ungod-
ly Family and perfon, be left for a
prey to this devourer. And indeed
he hath already hurt them more by
blinding and hardening their Hearts,
than a thoufand haunting Appariti-
ons could of themfelves have done.

And when Excellent Zanchy hath
faid fo much to prove, that itis by
his very contiguous Subftance , that
the Devil doth work on Soul and
Body, how 'dreadful fhould Tempta-
tions and Sin be to us, if we would
not have the very fubftance of Devils
dwell in us? And why do any think
i 1t
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it ftrange to read fo much of Poffe(fi-
ons. and Difpofieflions in  the Gof
pel. A e
Lord Jefus let me Finifh my Courfe

with joy: And then receive my Spi- :
rit.  dmen. ‘

_??f-gﬁg“-_ | Richard Baxter.
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CHAP S

Of the great and weighty Ulfes of
thefe Hiftories of Spirits, and
their unufual Appearances and
Works.

as an Addition to {ufficient Proofs

of invifible 'Powers or Spirits,

and_their A&ions towards Men,
which many in full Treatifes have already,
given the World ; becaufe how convinein
foever thofe Difcourfes be, Multitudes breg
up in Idlene(s and Senfuality, and thereby
drowned in Sadduceifm and Beftiality, ne-
ver fee thofe Bookss nor will the Devil
confent that they fhall have fo much Wi
and Care of their furure State, as to make

§. 1. I Have written this Colle&ion mﬂ‘y

. thac diligent Enquiry after fuch Things as

the Importance of the Matter doth require:
Nor will theyread them, if they have them 3
nor believe the fullelt 'Evidence, though

| they read it; pretending that of Perfons and

Things {o long ago, and far off, they cdn
have no Affurance, not knowing what Fal-
lacies may intervene. 308
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