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; S.'E'ﬂﬂf'd #ot afford fo fhort a difeonrfe as this, the fo-
lemnity of a Preface, were it mot chiefly defignd to
apologize for its brevity, For I douls ] Shallleblanm’d

Jorendeavonring 1o wrap up, or rather hint at o great

andufeful Truthsin [5 Jemwords, without nran ry Ara
guwents, or pmuch circumlocution, though I produce Jome bere
and there, andenough (as I conceive) 1o convince the confi:
derate and impartial. I con efsy I have affidnonfly avoided
running into long contro verfies, and taken up only what layin
my way,and was neceffary fora v ery fhort elucidation ¢ f my Hy=
potheflis. And this I chofé to do for two Reafons ; Firft,
That my Readermightin [hors Jee Helmont’s, ‘and other the
ableft and truefl Adeptifts, chief foundation, main aim and
wmethod of curing, withont leading bim into the confufiomn,
whick a Labyrinilh of Arguments ma iy do.  And Secondly,
Sith 1 intend this only as a preliminary d conrfe to an Epi-
tomey of Hélmont, which I defign (if God Jend me life and
kealth) to prepare for the Prefsin fome times I thaught it
2ot fit to anticipate, or rob that poble Author, but let hine [peak
for bimfelf, fith be abounds with Jo neany, Jo excellent, and fo
clear Argumients, as will beyond controverfic evince the tru th
?‘ this H}'P{Jthﬁﬁ?, and all its fi't‘fﬂ;.';’;’f;.'f';.*j. ;"\.'Ti':'.rf'q'r mwonld
have you think, that I effeers Helmont to be the only pan
that was Mafler of the nobleft Arcana’s, but that I have e
like weneration for a great wiany otker mens Medi, inessy bu
Irather choofe 1o calithis, a Key to bim, becanfe he bath writ
arore fultyof the Chymical Lheory and method of curing, than
any ether [ krow 5 the difcovery of which to the werld, ir 1y
ckicf defign,  Avd though I Fere promife the Reader, tlat
: : B2 I

et e T T, g =

e e

-

R & i I

= i) e el

i




"L will venderthefz parts of bin n",{-fc'lf:' are ﬁu.':_f.:s.*;;.:f:!,.r.-"{;.- TFeoe
rical,as plain,fhort,and as irtelligible as prjjit f y 1 cansjet ex
pelf ot that Lwill proftraie thofe ..L‘.-f:'f.'jf{a'-‘.".'.rl'.rﬁ f f_'i:r‘ (ln'r.‘;fﬁ:-f
widerfland)to every vulgar f‘:r,['.fc';!)':.*’_rx;r',ﬁ_rf,‘l il J‘.:;f.fﬁ:.!{; rf.]t:urﬁ
thewe i bis oo ﬂn_«.-_;.-‘fr:.";-; hlape very ..lr['.a”{l'.'.'ri;';ff_'.f.f_.;'.':{ f2 projira-
tion,in [etting the ,f'l|;a.r.f';",u- a‘jc'-a;r';'.";:_.’f: and covetons to :'-.*._'Jr;f;drwfﬂs’
(veedily be the ruin of the nobleff Arcana’s. And though "tis

1oid, that Helmont was good in pulling glf;.uwf, ;:r:ff niot .iu
j-..-‘f.-' 18 Mp3 [ Prt‘ﬁ.-'m-:} that what is j;u'c! in thislittle .fx;j:qff:r;m*.,
the ground and reafon w,‘l,'fi':_‘.::rf I : borrowed _f}:im f.'-mf, being
well confider'd, and duely profecuted , will convince the
partial world, that there was never [o true, [0 Jound, focorne
wodions, and [oufeful a flrufure built in IJIH_,f?a k. I jhall
only defire thee,Reader, ivpartially to confidert,and operate
accordingly 5 and I am confident, that thou wilt never want
Medicines to [atisfie thy felf, and all that will fee, of the
truth of this Dolrine, though perbaps thow maift not attain
to Medicines of the higheft Clals now known. That it may
profper for the good and relief of miferable rﬂc._?rmf.r, is, fmd
fhall ever be tey main end and endeavonr, whilft I remain,

WILLIAM BACON.

From my Honfe in
IE'.:m:.r:-"J'}fr _!frcrr_-
Landos,




CHAP

H*'.I.ei dare f'r.‘-ﬂ frh’r_! Pr}l;lff‘j:f}jr-:; ;:lf J'.,‘_;f;._rj'_;! H;_rlf;..":‘_r £

I

HE grofs Errors of the § chools, concern-

ing Principles,and their ufelefs Phil lofophy,

are {o well knownand exploded by this in-

qmrtwt and therefore fagacious r"'l.{{t.’ that

it’s needlefs to endeavour to mnﬁ_h. them,
As for the other opinion of fome Chymifts, who would
have the guimta, or tria prima, to be the l"-'runcm-h.b of
Bodies, fithit hath had, and perhaps yet hath very learn-
ed f'nullrer:. of this Age, I {hall according to my inten-
ded brevity only offer ti 11- That if they are Prit 1ciples,
they ought to be Llr‘ﬁl'LmhlL s whereas thef® are eafily al-
ter'd .md turn’d one into another. So it is certain, that
fuch and fuch a manner of operation produceth fuch a
pmduﬂ, and fuch dnd fuch a manner produceth another
guile ;3 and there are fome bodies that no Art yet known
can extratt thefe Principles (erronioufly fo cal’d) from.
Whence I infer, that they obtain’d fuch Textures from
the fire, and were not pre-exiftent in the concrete.

As for that opinion of Tachewins and {ome others, con-
cerning the principles of things which they woul 1d have
to be Acid and Alcali, though more la.'lELJh”l:._,‘.l e and ufe-
ful inthe practice of l’h]. fick than eitherof the form er, yet
are not really {o,being reducible in Water.Iv’s {trange,that
Chriftians (w hr.;- in matters of Faith wholly rely on the
Scripture, and firmly believeallthe Hiltorical parts of ir,
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(2)
that are either Eeclefiaftical, Political,Succeflive or Profef=
five, (hould take very little, or no notice of the hints to
Natural Hiftory that are in in it, efpecially fince Mofes
doth profe(ledly give usa fhort account of thebeginnings
of Natural Bodies, which though fhort, is abundantly
more {atisfaCtory tofenfe,and confequently reafon,than any
of the other Opinions: We believe therefore with him
and the profound Helmont, that Water is the fole mate-
rial Principleof Generation, and that the Spirit of God
that mioved on theWWaters, or as the Latin hath it, Spiri
tus Dei incubabat fuperficics Aque, asa Bird on her Eggs
for procreation fake, is the formal caufe. Indeed Mofes:-
doth not fay pofitively, that thatincubation of the Spirit
on the Waters wasthe caufe. of Creation, butwe find the
Creation follow in the next words; and confidering the
brevity of that Hiftory, the mannerof expreffion in other
places, 1 prefume it’s plainly imply’d, that God by his in-
finite Power made thefe the immediate caufes of the Crea-
tion. Pray think not this too precarious, fith fenfeit felf
doth prove the material Principle of it, efpecially in Anie
mals, whofe mucilaginous feeds do {peedily diflolve into
Water of themfelves: nay, a Child imperfectly born, will
in a little time diffolve into Water, and the hard feed of
vegetables become like a Gelly at the time of their pro-
creation, whofe Gelly-like fubftance, by an ealie digefti-
on is turi’d into Water alfo; and the great Philofophers
tell us, that by their Liquor Alcakeft, theycould converr
the hardeft into liquid {ubftances: and experience telleth
ns, that many vegetables may be folely nourift’d froth Wa-
ter, not to mention the feveral experiments of thisnature
by many worthy modern Authors. Think it not{trange,
that from Water fuch hard Bodies fhould be produced,
fich it will not only caufe Bodies to petrefie, but is petre-
fied it el Astofubterrane Bodies, as Mettals, Minerals,

d“- e




(3 )

&, we are told, they are fed and augmented by a preen
and Vifcous Water. - Now here I underftand not, by the
Spirit moving on the Waters,an abfolute immaterial {ub-
ftance, orthe rational foul of man, but the fenfitive, com-
mon to us and Beafts, and only comparatively immaterial
1 refpect of grofier fubftances.I conceive it to be fuch an
active, brisk, @therial fubftance, aswasand is able to rend
pliable Water into nfinitely different corpufcles, and
thereby to mould them into as different forms or textures
aswe {ece in the World , and as it form’d us, it goeth a-
long with us, and preferveth our texty res,and (everal kinds,
as long as poffible.But here I forefee that [{ha]| meet with
an Objection of fome learned and inquifitive Philofophers,
whole Opinionis, that the diverfity of Natural Operati-
ons are the produdts of different Textures, and'thofe Texe
tures to arife from the Pofition or F igures of the Confti-
tutive Corpufcles, [ readily grant them both, being well
aflured, that the aptnefs or unaptnefs of Textures, make
things grateful or ungrateful, hot or cold to us 5 and fo
of all other qualities. Yet pardon me if Icannot conceive,
that either vegetable or animal things that beget theirlike,
can pofiibly be produced by the fortuitouscoincidence of
Corpufcles, without the help of 1 guiding {pirit ; -nay, I
fuppofe, that dead bodies would (Ifay not, could)not
be generated without the affitance of fuch a fpirit alfo,
which coagulateth or mouldeth fuch different Textures 3
for though there be many excellent and luciferous produ-
Ctionsof this nature Mechanically obtain'd, which plainly
fhew that there are fuch things innature, yet Lhope it will
be granted, that they would not be without the art and
guidance of the hnmane foul; and if fo, why fhould we
think that the world hath not an 4ure vitalis, or guiding
fpiritin it. Now as fpirits, the Governours of the Sen-
fories, that have a diltinguifhing faculty in them, embra-
B 2
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(4)

cing good, and rejecting offenfive things to the utmoft of
their power;are affected, {oitacts for goodorevil ; other-
wile how could it be,that the fame Medicine, whith isbut
a dead thing of humane facture, atthe fame time given in
the fame quantity and vehicle, fhould at contrariesinfe=
veral bodies 3 nay, in the fame body at feveral times; nay,
in the fame body at the fame time, as in Womens cafes it
may happen, the Spirits being affifted, exalted, and there-
by enabled to do all things for the belt, and tof{upply Na-
ture in her feveral indigencies, for the better and longer

refervation of theconcrete. Icould produce you many
other Inftances, butfor brevity {ake I pafs them by, pre-
{uming that this oneisenough to convince the confiderate,
if it be fo de faifo 5 ofwwhich I {hall have occalion to
{peak more hereafter. Now what fort of Water this 1s,
it matters not to my defign, fithitisenoughto {upport my
Hypothefis, if it be granted, that all things are made of
Spirit and Matter

CHAP IL

A Confideration of the Alfions of the vital Spirit as tend to
onr purpofe.

F the vital Spirit form'd us according to the Omnipo-

[ tent decree, Iprefume ‘twill be eafily granted, that the
fame Spirit prefervesusin that form, and is the fole altive
and fenfitive part of thebody s for havingtakenits Highe
: from
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from us, we are no longer capable of Difeafe or Cure,

I (hall prefume to give my fentiments, how that Spirit
doth univerfally act for us and againftus, andthereby hope
to elucidate that {aying cf Helwont, that thecanfeof lifeis
the caufe of death. 1 mufk firlt premile, that all creatures
in the univerfe are fuftained by nourifhment, which Icall
the converfion of {ome other partsof the Creation intoa
{fymbolizing nature to the creature nourifhed, whichisfaid
tobe altered by vertueof the ferments;but what nature the
Leven of thefe ferments are.is rather guefled at than known.
It hath been endeavoured to be defcrib'd by manifeft qua-
lities, as Heat, Acidity, Acid and Alkali, butthe coldnels
of Fifthes, and {fweetnefs of healthy Ventricles, being {ud-
“denly and without terror deftroyed, overthrow thetwo
former. And if Aecid and Alcali be unequally mix'd;—it
would be tafted alfo, if equally I could never find (out
of the body), that it had any power to digeft, corrode
or putri fie, but ise contra agreat, preferver of bodies from

putrefattion. Praternatural Heat and Acidity, aretheu-
{i1al concomitants of Difcafes; and we well know thata
difealed perfon cannot digeft well accordingtoHippocrates’s
ﬂp.{l{l?‘{ﬁﬂ? [.‘::IJ'P;JJ-‘.-J 1mpura .:1!,';}3 pragis niutrias e TR rrcf:.;r.r_';,;,
a Rule aslittle takennotice of by many Phylicians as un-
known to Nurfes, who think they can never da the lick
right longer than they are {uggelting fomething toeat, lit-
tle thinking whatever grofs fubftancethey take, thatisthe
abject of digeftion, is converted by a deprav’d ferment
intofilthy matter fit to feed the difeafe 5 for*tisnotfomuch
what we eat or drink, as how our Alterative faculty is:
The fame Joynt of meet that nourifhes the well, loads the
fick; nay, will be converted into Dogs-flelh, Swines-Hefh,
Fith-flefh and Birds-fleth 3 in a word, intothe feveral fpe-
cies of all creatures that will eat of it. And we {ee the
poor that feed on the courfeflt of fare, as vigorous and as

b 2 {trang
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(6)
ftrong as thofe that feed moft opiparoufly. But pardon
me this digreffion. I lament therefore, that fo many in-
genious and induftrious men, have and do ftill fpend fo
much precious time to find outthe caufes of vital ferments,
thinking it to be fo material, ‘as to be difcovered by their
fenfes;whereas it feems to me moft rational,that that which
gave us our formation,(hould alfo prepare our aliment,and
diltribute to us fit Juices for our prefervation, and o to
unform the aliment (if I mayfo {peak it) to form fome-
thing for the prefervation of its own concrete out of it,
If fo, we fhall never know it prior, being toofubtile for
our mott affifted fenfes, but mult be contented to guefs at
1t 2 pofieriori, by its effeftsand parts it inhabitsin. How-
ever I confefs and acknowledg, that thefe ingenious in-
quirers have found out feveral curious and different parts
in the Ventricles, and other parts of things of different
Jpecies,undoubtedly filthly adapted to work with to altep
food of fuch and fuch a Texture, tofuch anend. But
I muft beg their pardon, that I cannot think them the cau-
fes of fermentation, fith of themftlves they are but dead
things, longer thanthey are animated by the vital Spirits 3
but conceive them as Engines ftupendioufly fitted for the
vital Spirits to operate withal. We fee, that creatures
of different fpecist delight in different foods, which no
doubt are fuch that beft agree tothe Texturesof their bo-
dies, and are molt fit to be digefted by their peculiar fer-
ments. Now fith it’s undeniable, thatwe being depriv'd
of the {enfitive foul, we are uncapable of Iifknefg and
health, and all (enfation what{oever, and all ferments, ex-
cept the putrefattive one ceafe; though when prefent and
altive the fmalleft prick of a pin, or any other the leaft
injury given to the remoteft parts, offend all the whole
body, by (tartling the vital Spirits, whofe refentments of
injuries, and difturbance thereby, caufe themto form mor-

bifick
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bifick Ideas, either through its own paffions, orother ex-
ternal accident, ordeprav'dmatter. So we fay with Hel-
mont, that though there may be millionsof irritative mae
terial caufes, or external accidents, yet the fole formal caufe
is the vital Spirit, whicheither being enrag’d, tranfport-
ed or fupprefled, framedifeafes accordingly. Patients are
alter'd according to the energy and defign of the Agents.
Now in all bodies the vital Spirit muft be the Agent, (as
the Excellent Sir Francis Bacon faith in his Nutural Hifto-
7y, lib. 1. Exper. 98, beingthe only ative partof the bo-
dy, the reft being but a dead lump when that isgone, or
become unactive, ablolutely iufenfible, and confequently
uncapable of Difeafc or Cure. When this Agent acts vi-
goroufly placidly, and without difturbance, he doth all
things for the beft 5 .but if difturb’d, it (tirreth upfucha

hurry and diforder in him, that he mouldeth pretern u-

ral Forms or Textures; and thence we affirm, that the
caufe of life and health, when in order, is the caufe of
fickne(s and death when in diforder. Now the vital Spi=
rit is the occafion of difeafes of it felf, as it admits of ill
Irspreffes or Ideas, by the fenfes from without, as we fee
the fame Spirit that is now pleafant and fedate, will on a
fudden degenerate into paffions of different, nay, con-
trary effeCts, according to the nature of the irritative

caufe from without, or the difeafed matter difturbing the
free exercife and government of the vital Spirits within

varioufly, according to the quantity, quality, and tex-

ture of {uch morbifick matter 3 But it cannot be faid,

that they are firlt orlaft in point of time they being asA-
gent and Patient, aud therefore corival and co exiftent,

though in refpect of theirritative caufe, wecompute them

one before another.  For the vitals can beno fooner from

their duty, but matter will in fome meafure degenerate
for want of its due prelerver; and there can be no of-

fenfive
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(8)
e body, but muft in fomedegreeaffect

fenfive matter in the
the vitals, though many times 1t be fo little that we can-

not difcern it. “Hence cometh the infenfible creeping on
of Chronick Difealcs.

e e [ ——— | ———— . Sy r
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1Where and bow the Vitals do perform their chief Operation,

1] HL is extended for the "';n.'.kr"""ltlﬂ‘t of the concrete;

which is by .LI.L1rwJ,ltuvrt]nrw-» out of other bodies to thL
natureof the body it 11_,1_111113. Now this great work is
done principallyin the - {tomach, where meat is converted
into aliment and excrement 3 md as Hippocrates faith, A4
good cr: H_. " J'f”J'f' J'r ﬁ!’:f’a( 10, .FJJI( Idom, or by accident per-
werted in the [econd, but never amended.  Thisis the place
in which the ]llh.l._w of our bodies take the main imprefs;

and are either made mel or evil. PardonmeReader, if
for the better underltanding the thing, I bring thee [1-;15
homely comparifon. I lcrc-m on the vital Spirit, to be the
Cook and the Stomach,the Cook-room or Iiitchu‘r where-

E' Conceive the chief ar .J regular Operation of the Vi-

0 our Juices are prep: tlm.i, and according to-the crafis of
them, to I.'.'J"I'i:‘-:,_..;} our nourifhment with a Luud or evil tex-
ture. Now if either the Cook be fluggith, froward or

forget lu‘. or the Kitchen or its Veflels be foul, we can
never expect well drefled Victualssand indeed a bad Cools
maketh a bad Kitchen, and a foulKitchen injures the beft

Cook.
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Cook- Here I cannot but take notice of the vain hutors
of fome men, who cry out, the blood is foul, purge the
blood, purge the blood, and never endeavour to reifie
the fountain from whence it comeths which maketh their
endeavours fo ineffe®tual. The wife peonle of Marah
threw falt into the fountain, not intothe Ri '
poflible, thata foul and difturi®d fountain can afford clear
Rivulets? Orisitpoflible, that the draining
valets hould purge the fountain? If not, away withthe
common ufe of Phlebotomy, Ifiues,Cuppings and Scarifi-
cations, unlefs it be at a pinch, to gain a little time, un-
tH fo potent a Medicine as may retific the diforder of the
vitals, can be obtain’d. 1 f{ay, away with thofedeluding
means, which too often, Ged knows, by minoration doth
{fo palliate ( for it cannot meliorate for the reafon
abovelaid ), that it caufeth abundance to relyon them,
until they become incurable; and fometimes relieveth
them of an acute difeafe, and leaveth them ina Cronick,
as too often we fee in Quwinancies and Pleurifies, &c. fome-
times altering the difeale from one {hape to another, ma-
king good Hippocrazes his Opinion in one of his Epiftles
to King Demetrins, viz. that one difeafe degenerated into
another, which I rather conceive to proceed from the de-
feCtof Artthan Nature. [i%alfo manifeft, thatthecom-
mon care of mad peopleis effelted by drawing away their
Spirits, and fo making them fottifh and foolith. ~ Now
when the office of the ftomachis well perforny’d, weneed
not doubt the other parts ( unlefs deprav’d through r

tural deformity, or external accidents), becaufe there is
no bad Chyle cometh to offend thems butthatbeing per-
verted, the offenfive Chyle that it fendeth out, dothby
degrees pervert all the other ferments, and then we call
it, a bigh Scurvey, until it hath begot daughter or da
ters, as Dropfie, Aftma, P-:rh';.;f,* Cholick and liack palfi-

ons,
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ons, &c. and then the lurking Senrvey l. ma loft its name
again, and the daughters give their mother their own
A .'_I'_.'I'._‘;_-:I.'_'_.:‘I_"I_ 1:_": "_| yE CO .'1.'-..:.'{C T.il-' l]‘r dll'-. 1'-. Can

s ]

Lefall 2 man without 'r‘~ [iton, Or Ui lue arg l[i[‘lI], €XCcept
it beby &3 .-_';1-1*-~1 accidents.  And truly 1 think a difeale
occafion’d by i L.,'mnt attain their height by di-
nd th::um caufing a diforder’d and
lue dige liion, though hardly
to be the beginning of all

fturbing the vi tals
uhll“'l]~ :.'Ll'l—i.n..l..'-; 1'-'”: 1Akt u]-a'-
perceptible at i (ft, Iconceive

anternal difeafe

CHAP IV.

What # the Object of the digefiive facnlty.

TIE E Objett of the digeftive fz culty, Iconcewveto
| be all gummous, i cousand folid Emrllu thatare
dizeflible, or agreeing to fuch and fuch a fpecies. Not
{pirituons or in L{‘r|1‘1“11c&'||.. things,which the ferment hath
no powerto alter. Thefs things, if friendly and pure
are, asitwere, fnatchedaw ay by thevitals: Nay, thoug! 1
impure, yet mu vita '||; sirit doth fo delight 1n {l.(- fm1-
tuous part of them, that it immediately attralts ihgm to
himi: J L. .1'&. Wwe 11_(_ 'l.:.: JOONNg T"'t‘“ll..q Hence 1 conceive
nto be (as I have often obferv EL“‘, that Brandy,
in its 5.'.. d, W ill do a great d uﬂ.lmﬂlc
"'::'n.:- an duly redtil 1ed ‘31 arit of W -’*:-,-_.1
{ ".“ 1.?-. Cch ibraci "'I th e 1':_1'{_1 e Si-:'““?
Ous rece HLJ upon the wings thereof,
Hegm (@ herewith-the beft Brandy a-
dethY. whichafrerwards doth grate and difturb the
. Not that I commend the ufe of eithers for I

id c
.
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think even the belt Spivit of Wine '.r.., !;.::--1’ 1]
of it felf: [ mean, to [:-;: l:l'-‘.-.;'. wardly. If
Wh'lt courle af; n (hall we take to reftore a dec ayed fer-
. fith whatever is given, that is the Obje@ of di.

7 - -
m_.“.,.g !-;."."..'!.:\!.'..l:.. r than digeltad, and becometh
fit fuel to ;";':17::-_:'.: the difeale ? forall ferments makewii-
qitod I;H‘"' 1 GH0G. o J aude, ¢ a ;","-:-.1 or bad ter-

a |- 3
tiniye, Acc > {trength andregularity, or weag-

P 1._ e, B P AT bt B i
NS anl 1 Il x',_h.'.:.'-'.';!.‘; Of the AiLerer. ¥ Al ll'l-ﬂ._, ITl
ba [l [ “.- e Iy .-.- 3 10 ~ 3 e - =i Yy & ",
the fick Patient have nothing to fupport him 2 Yes, Spi-

rituous pure and 10COITy]| ibltances, 10 adapted,
that Lhu. J yyn amicably with the vital Spirits, witheut
givii 12 the leaft difturbance, ntoxication orinflamation,
thouy :; taken in'great quantity. And though fuchthings,
if wolatile, feem as a potential fire, yet they quench thirll,

o 4 o v=nl hagi e T T T n %]
ﬁh;i —.IE!‘!}’ {-!;."-'t.nﬂ.tl.qul Reart, commony giving 1 period

5 - 1 I | TR Y 1 i '.r_ 5 e
to Fevers before the felk Crifis, as Helmont faith, Lpe
eft Medicus non qui e-.x,"-.x.-’--."w Jea f{ rifin. . W ‘ ich I

humbly concei Ve, tl *j. d h”:m:, as it H.”. ;n*f'-u’* call-
1y, *ml;ﬁ friendly with the vita t‘jplluaj or at leaf
wife, the pur r '.-”" nut' the Jutces, wherein they 1r[:'__‘_-
[m: thereby affiting and corroborating the faid vitals,
{& as to impower them to deb ”:1-*.-., and caft off preter-
natural heat, or rather morbifick matter the occalion there-
-::u[". As for. inltance, a Fevéer [ know is gen ';'QL]I,‘;.' takento
be an extraordinary and preternatural Iu , cauling E-
bullition, or undue fermentation of the | 101 Ent I
mult beg leave to recede from this
Iam f,u'{hn c’d, that the preterna itural yamy
tom, not the caufe of the difeafe, whi 1 conceive to
he a contelt between nature and mozbil matter, each
{triving for vittory, and thereby caufing a great motion
'.‘ the Juices of the body, which motion preduceth fo
heat. The vitals L'-h't"; enforc’d into that.difo
C 2 Jas

o B -

'\.n;ul'v---

P —
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derly motion, to make good their poft, until they cor-
quer or are conquered I muft ‘tt{?m‘u you, thatT have
everfound, thatthehotter a manisina Feaver, the more
hopes there is of him,as arguing,that Nature is (frong.and
maketh a lufty refiftance, whereas fmall externalheat ina
Feyerargues the contrary,and s abunda tly a mere mor- -
tal !—}'m};lmm. We find, chat generally Aewes and Fevers
begin with coldnefs and {hivering of the external parts,
ivhichfienﬁr[:nn;;wif'?xa::rccaﬂiiia-in;hc11,llrtngth
and fpirits that ud to guard thefe parts, and concentred
them with thofe internal, the better to withftand the ap-
pwﬂuchhu:Entmyinndutthnt:hncnvcﬁndarufurdruught
to attend fuch perfons, which argueth a preternatural
heat within, occafion’d, as I conceive, by the conteft,
which being over, and the Spirits remitted to their ufual
charge; they carry away with them their inflamed parti-
cles.. Now what (hould we do? fhould we clog and fet-
ter our Champion, the vitals, with nafty depaupara-
ting flegms and grofs {ubftances ? or fhould we fend pros
per and true affiftance to him? I leave you to judg,
I. defire any impartial perfon to obferve (in the Coun-
trey; where many are o poor, as they cannot apply to
Tﬂu1khnm)inEpkknﬁdw,:nmlﬁehuv;manynnwedye
of them, thatufethe common way of Phyfick, than of
thofe that ufe none at all, though the latter commonly
want all conveniencies. I could never obferve any ad-
vantange the poor had of  the labouring Yeoman like fope
of people, but that ar a pinch, inftead of ufirg thofe
cooling flops, they implor'd fome Cordial-water of fome
charitable Lady of-the Neighbourheods or for want of
that, did procure a drachm of Brandy, or othex ftrong-
wates, to.fupport their declining. Spirits

=kl
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An acconnt of the feeming potential five, before mention’a.

" Mention'd in the Chapter prececding, aLiquor, tha
was to {enfe as a potential fire, yet wo ..:IIF] quenchthirlt

and allay heat in Feawers: athing, Idoubt, t

he pre pf*f ef’d

world will hardly: credit, until they are evinc'd of it uf
experience: Of which, that they may be inc luc'd tomale
tryal of for their ﬁmfa&mn
belt account I can, and offer my weak Reafons ‘with all

humility and fubmiffion for the Caufe.

I am entred on an abftrufe matter; but being certain,
rather then it {hould pafs without
[ am refolv’d to tender my mean fenti-
it but to put more ingenious men on the
[ was Mafter of {uch Ap-
cana’s before I confidered the Reafon of their fo ben ion

that it%s (o de fadfo,
fome notice taken,
ments, if be
conlideration of it.

|| Luﬂ_d

[ (hall pre Uume to ¢

Operationinmans body. When calling tomind the w ords

of rhe Ancients, viz. [eparate and nuite; purifie and com-
joyn, defiroy and revive,8zc.For *tis the Hermopbrodite t}
doth the great matters in-Nature.

I ealily faw, that all

1

the Noble Medicines that would raife Nature to at con

trarics, whether fix’t or volatile,

an [-[ermnphr{hhtu.._l compofure s and then I conceiv'd,
and (till do, that by fiich anunion the parts fatiated one
another: OFf which Opinion I was fo fond, that withan

&ug xet | EIE{]'II

ielce

d in it a long time, umil vpon farther

|Ilr-1 LL|1'_J.

0 b
daa b

that I knew, were of

.

confideration, I found I had taken oo Lhﬂ r a mealure

g it i S i

to give my - {elf a fatisfaltory profpect.

And though I
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of bodies, whereinhe (hews, thatthingsof like f:xtui"-:
do eafily and friendly JOVI 4 and i-"!ﬂ-'ﬁ' Of “INC Irguous

1" i ¥ A P o ol R i
I-.‘I..E;-.. [:?.-'."::-E 1.--:-." | LS ]l: -'.!_3 o lr!'J I"'“"I]"'hrrl'":_
A A R 3
At length, | ith the excel llent

1

rable Kobert Bogle,
chaniecal r n,lmuc:"

Forn and confirmed
in Des Chartes Doétrine. .f"li-.' |~. iltabot Lt to find
, what Apalogy of Texture migh E‘.I._ between zI‘-mﬂ, Me-
1d the vit ’L--_\ "."1 . And fith the vital Spiritsare
too lubtle for the belt affified [1.1“, to apprehend, 1en-
deavour'd by the fams “z'u-fi';: =:'., to trace them in the
they lived ithabited 5 concludis ng with

1 J I:ll.]” "":" f';""':u {]‘L]'”‘Iﬁ ]";.
ealie, well, g continue in a Hmn]“-cjrtu; ite
maniion 3 and the blood being allowed fo be thevehi cle,
e :

1t not the feat of the vitals . I eafily found

: d the pro-
ot - principles ) «of tl

¢ purer parts thereof to
leaginous, faline and fi Iphurecus particles. T

was then.convincd, thataw {}..-.‘.1!..', p"r and

Incorrup-
dy, which thould confit of the like ]:’:f'rcn.,._,

r ily 1 amic ;?-—]_1_ 1070 with the purer an id more
4 its of the blood, '.i-'i.'.-'.' t_“-..-.l ted of [~ wrts Anala-
i i l'\.ﬂ-q,\. 11t 1 thatth 18T 15 '”"Tn [""t.:'n'r"t'i.u
:'.*'I["i!.":.*fi '-r'-.'{._-".* e § ,.Lhkf.—‘_..i[n:.;zm.
I or et them in one 5_".rﬂfl._'j where ’.,_5.1,';-;{_ -

1) cei | or ad

W adventitione hans e oo
‘chtal or adventitious heat be wafted,
m with an aceurate i.::-.'i'il:i;h"Dpf'i and

1all find them of equal

] e ] el e T Tacr 5 :
.I : + T .. “:.! ..... -..'.;-,_rH-l{ 15, .It ,j.: {:l.‘g EUG‘;"LL"
o AR SAPETIence It “out witkevidenl i
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weé conceive tobe g nd fi h, pafleth (moot!
ly a1d cooleth. TheSpirits, though as cold inthemlelv
yet by reafon of ‘tha fubtle, penetrating, pungent and
fharp Texture of their parts, prick and ftimulate our
ender paits and {enfories, therel ! '
mation and in tr};lcaticn | 1s the ' CC
too dull particles , to joyn with, or _.-__.':.--; our vitals, fo the
Spirits of themfelves are too’pung t and f(harp to ag
with our Juices as they are; bein Ju I p:
baodi €5 m ade pure, and confequently cannot bave parti-
cles of Analogous Texture, with all the pure parts uni-
ted, asthe refinelt part of our Juices are. But if i

bodies be fir(k feparated for purification fake, and then

in ‘a due ‘t‘u'f‘l'l.‘{:;":it:"-., according to the alopy of the
blood cenjoyn'd (which though it be no fmall. Art tc

}‘t:rfarm yet I'le aflure you very feafible to be

by the induftrious), will no longer prick, ftimulate

enflame, but onthe contrary, will joyn {o amieably with
the x*it;}]s} as immediately to firengthen, refrefhand ag
tatethem, advancing natural icatand vigour, andther

by enabling "‘ re to debellate all preternatural heat,
ferment: 1:31*.. ﬂ.cu.r-_-'j .-1'_-5. what not that is offenhive 3
I.:-J ifﬁ'::* it it felf
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m{‘ruth, throat or ftomach, that ever I ﬁl‘ﬁr’._: ﬁ'ﬂn:! naufe-
ating, as to eradicate it. I have always obferv d upon
drinking Spirit of Wine or Brandy, that it aficéts the
mouth, throat and {tomach too, with a burning heat 5
whereas a pure body doth affelt the mouth and upper
part of the Gula only, but is never found to give the
leaft offenfive heat to the ffomack. Away then with de-
claiming agaiaft hot things,fith they may be focompos’d as
to refrelb, quench thirlt,and cool. And furely the vital
Spirits by noother volatile means.can befo truly, fpeedi-
ly and inoffenfively affilted, s by fuch a pure, incorrup-
tible, Balfamick and Analogous body. I'lenot prefume
to fay, that this is the volatile Hermophradite of the An-
cients, though according to my, belt conftruions or (if
you will) conjeftures of theirznigmous fayings, and the
cffells, I conceive it is. They tell us, that bodies purifi-
ed and conjoyned, produce an Hermophrodite which is
wonderfully affiftant to Nature. They only fay, thereis
fuch a thing, and what effet it hath 3 butl cannot find
the leaft footftep.in them, to lead me to believe, that
they ever knew the reafon or caufe of it's fo doing: but
if I have hit any thing near the mark, we are beholding

to the two forenamed excellent Authors for it.

Thus have I fhot my bolt, earneftly bcﬁ.‘fching th
molt judiciousand inquifitive Philofophers to confiderit,
t’?:n. hznrui:h fula .fj.r'!l.‘:.{'fl'fJJff['Ff-’E may be improv’d to the utmoft,
Correct m}t' crrors, (0 you inform my judgment 3 for1am
as eager to befully fatisfied inthe dube, as¥am certain by
a world of experienceof the i,

L=
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Whether there may be an Univerfal Medicine, or no.

A Know that its held negatively in the Schools; and
I eruly,1ccording to their Principles,itfeemsimpoffible :
for allowing {o many formal caufes of difeafes as they do,
i’s not tobe{uppos’d, that one and the fame thing (hould
be an adequate removal of themall: but according to
my Hypethefis, T conceive there may: for if there be but
one formal caufe of difeafes , and that that caufe in it
{elf be homogeneal , and an enemy to difeales, and 1s
forc’d into this diforder through affronts without, or dif-
eafie matter within, and f{till whillt curable, inclining
to return to his regular, wonted, and due compofure and
government, why may not the Spotsand Idea’s which de-
prave the {fame, be (though of different colours) oblite-
-rated by one Medicine,whichis truly adapted to aflift its
homogeneity, and natural addiction, and thereby enable
it to caft off its enemy, of what Nature foever, as a wea-
on that defends, and maketh a man victorious, though
to be us'd in feveral manners, and to feveral purpofes, as
the Combatant’s exigency (hall require, all tending to the
main end of {elf-prefervation and vitory.I would not be
_here underftood that I mean by a Panacea, a Medicine that
infallibly cureth all difeafes (for to fuch I prefume there
was no [ober man ever pretended to, thoughouradver-
{aries would fo conftrueit, and thereby impofe on the ig-
porant and credulous), but fuch a one that will cure all
difeafes curable. ‘We fee {fomerimes difeales of the mild-
D <elk
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eft-denominations to be fo circumf{tantiated, as to admie
of no remedy 5 and on the other hand, many of the mofk
feral, thatarelifted among the incurable, to be conquer-d.
It fometimes, though rarely falls out, that the vital Spi-
rits are {o fubjugated, that Art cannot raife’them again.
Now there are Medicines of univerfal tendency, and of
univerfal potency. By univerfal tendency, Iunder{tand,
a Medicine that adjavates Nature to do in fome cafes for
the beft 5 and, as1 formerly faid, fo {trengthen the vitals
in particularcafes, asto fupply the exigencies of the Pa-
tient, thoughby contraryeffects, andisuniverfally good,
though fpecifically potent: as for inftance, the fame Me-
dicine that preventeth milcarriage, even whenthe wifeft:
Midwives think it impoffible, being given in equal Dofz
and {ame Vehicle when labour cometh, expediteth it 5
nay, it imposwers Nature to turn the Child in the Womb,
and bring it away, even when hopes are almolt paft, and
without a hand, faving half the pains, making the after-
pains as nothing, fuffering neither Fever,or any other ill
accident to happen, invigorating theperfon, and promo-
ting all things for the beftsinfomuch,that T never faw the
:'f.’.‘::[’t danger 1n any Woman lying-in,that usd it 3 and the
iike contrary effects it will produce inother feminine ca-
fes. A Medicine that generally very gently purgeth, yet
of it [elf, without purging, fafely cures venereous or cru.
entous diflenteries. The like I may fay, in fome cafs or
other,of all others I prize 'em. Such as thefe are {o necefs
ary, that I wonder how men can pra&ife untouch’d e
conicience, without them. Were it to gainthe World
J_*.'.-'u‘.;ld not give a Medicine, but is forendowed., But ﬁ:;;
thofe of univerfal potency, I fear thereare none now in
oeing 1_ifia=:?gfl [ =i_t:1;.-_itt :;:;rlrbur that I have feen fuch a
“1 g, and that within this I wenty yearss and therefore
[ do therather believe the Ancients atlertions, that it%sat.

tainable,

. SR S I
= " L e i e




(19)) |
tainable. And truly I have a Medicine of my own, and
have {cen others of other mens, that will {peak fair for
Panaceas, and do well defervethenameof Polyaceas. As
far as I have experienc’d mine,which hath been now thefe
Sixteen years, it{eldomornever fail’d '1:1 any cafe where

there was a probability of Cure 5 nay, many lé_‘},g_ be-
yond. [ could neverfee any ‘p:.cmcb: yet, though of
univer(al tendency, asabovefaid, toexceed it: Nay, w .Ln

I have been call’d in r.i:..pn:.m*r;, m{u when the n .J‘ ILi (t 5p
cifick, I knew, would notdoir, it hath d done, cx }111
cafe of madnefs, wherein, though I have found it an ex-
cellent Medicine, and very conducible to the Cure, yet
I prefer to it a Specifick drawn from Pemws, of anHermo-
phroditical textureand effect alfosfor it raifeththe droop-
ing and dejected, and reclaimeth the tranfported Spirits.
Yettheﬁﬁuf ceas of othersand mine, fall mighty {hort of
thofe of thL Ancients: for theirs, it feems, would cure
the {tubborne(t Chronick difeafes in One, Two or Three
Dofes, and thofealmoftincredibly fmall. Now ours muft
be taken in large quantities, inrefpett of theirs, andthe
Dofevery oftenrepeatedin fuch cales, They would give
theirs exactly in one Dofe for all difeafes 5 ue muft give
ours with fome care and modification 5 forby how much
the worle and weaker the Patient is, by {o much the more
we ought to give. Indeed it would do no hurt if we
gave as much toeveryone. But thuiL'- Medicines are not
eafily obtain’d, and finfira fit perplura, &ec. 1could here
produce many other Arguments, to mfur:mtu_ the pro-
bability of obtaining Panace ar ...'.’ Medicines but for bre-
vity t"ahc which 1 affiduouily aim at, I {hall only add,
That if we can produce .‘»me:mcﬂ_ and that nr: a few of
univerfal tendency, as above aflerted, why fhould we
defpair of purchaling Medicines by our I"d{,Fitig_)'lt:,d la-
bours, of {onoble purity, tefture, and extraction, as to

D a2 ,1‘!11".!.'(:
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enable Nature to perfmm all things p{:ﬂ]ble for 1 lt:- prefers
vation, and that infew and.fmall Dofes ?

C'EH A-P. VI

A fhort account of the fixt Hermophrodite.

Hat I have hitherto faid concerning Medicine, is
only to give the beft and fhorteflt account I can, .
Lanccrnmg the volatile Hermophrodite. There is alfo-
(that I can produce) a fixt I—ltrnmphmditt:. which fith
't is compos'd upon the fame reafon, means, and.end,
the volatile is, I fhall not trouble my Reader witha need-
ltﬁ repetition : only, that as that confifteth of volatile
parts made pure, and then united, fo this confifteth of
fixt parts made pure, and ;—rﬂpmnunattl} married. The
Ancients tell us of a grand Hermophrodite ,. which , f
I.underftand them aright, is produced by the confection
concentrating, orin uut.' proportion, uniting the volatile .
and the fix’d, which Art I earneftly labour dﬂ{_‘l pray for,
hopm;f and imploring the Almighty’s bleffling on my en~
deavours:And to which I am daily the more and more ex-
cited, asI obferve the wonderful effects of my Polyacea,
which 1 mknuw.tdg to be but the purer bodies, ziz.
volatile and fix’d, mix'd, not united.

[ fhould now give th B.eafons, how this {:-pfr.iteth,
and produceth fuch great effedts but thall waveit at pre-
fent,. for Reafons given in my Fplﬁ:h to the Reader.

D]']EkLp}G’lII" Spirits, you trueSonsof Art, and mau-
gre all the oppofitions, calumnies, and falfe aflertions of
yous ignorant, infolent, negligent, {loathful and interefs'd
An-




(i J'
Antagonifts. Prefs on to obtain the prize, which 1 pre-
fume (by Gods Providence) is nigh at band.

Let it comfort, nay, eftabli(h you againftall thefe ad-
verfities, That God, to whomall glory, &c. hath given
you the knowledg to heal your wounded breth ren,beyond
the pompous pretenders ; that youcanconqucr when they
paljiate 3 that you can eradicate, whilft “they altér from
better to worfe 5 you can purge the blood by invigorating
the Spirits; thereby enabling themto cleanfe and ftrengthen
its Fountain, and caft off heterogeneous matter, when
they ‘only pretend toit, and feek to doitby diminifthing
them; in draining the Rivulets, or other'ineffectual, if
not hurtful, means. Ina word, you canaffift, when they
hurt 5 you can make a Crifis, when they expect ore ; yow
can with much confidencé enter their incirable lilk, when
they flye the Barriers, crying, Mors in Ol2, or Confumps
tionin the Pot, their broad back Afylum. Let ustherefore
return moft humble and hearty thanks to the Giver of all

ood, for his benevolence to us; and in like mander {up=

licate him for a continuancethereof, ‘valtantly, though'
modefltly, appearing for the defence of Truth; as we
value the glory of  the Infigite Being, the good of Man-
kind, and-our own Conlciences,
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CHAP. VIIIL

Aword or two in defence of Chymical Medicines,

Efore I conclude this thort Introduftion to the trye
way of curing Chymically, Ifind my fIf obliged

to offer fomething in defence of true Spagyrick Mediciges,
I know, that partly through ignorance, partly through
prejudice, partly intereft, the never-to-be fufficiently en-
couraged endeavours of conftientious, ingenious and in-
duftrious Artifls, are condemned, andthecry, Oh Chy-
mical, Chymical Medicines, take care, take care, is bel.
lowed out by the ignorant, and {upported by the interef.
fed. But let us fee what reafon there is for this outery 3
and let usexamine, wim:thuSpng}'ricl{mt 1s, asitrelates
to Phyfick. It's not agreed from what Language the
words Chymia or Chemia are deduc’d 5 and {o men agree
not in the meaning of the word. The word Spagyria
{eems to fignifie the Art of diffolving and re-unitj

f ng of
bodies, and isunderftood the fame withChemia, asit tends
to Phyfick. But to leave words, and to the matter, Sure

I am, it is an Art of dividing, purifying,
bodies, to give them their greate(t energy in Mfdicines,
as well as to other ends. * The divilion is neceflary in or-
der to the purification. The delign of purification,is to fe-
parate naufeous, venomous, crude, and filthy matterfrom
the more noble and pure parts, fo as.to render them in-
capable to be laid hold on, oralter'd by any ferment, that
tiiey may freely pals to affift the L[mopiﬂg Spirits ; and

thenthey cught to be conjoyn’d for the Reafons aforefaid,

I .
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Feonfefs, the vain boalts of ighorant or unworthy Chy= -
mifts, hath done this neceflary Art a world of hurt, who
pretend great matters, when many of them cannot pera
form the two firlt parts well, very few the latters yet{uch
are the Chymical Medicines fold in Shops, and preferib’d
in moft Bills; and indeed, which do what is done, bue
are very unfafe, as the common faying is, Either cure or
kill fpeedily. But what are thefe in refpect of nobleMe-
dicines ? A true Artift feldomtroubleth himfelfto make
them, but buyeth them at the Operators, orthe Shops,
and beginneth where they end. ‘And truly, did thefede-
claimers know what care, pains, and time after thac, muft
be taken, before theybecome fit Medicines for the body
of man, they muft judg, that the Medicines were won-
derfully advanc'd in vertue and fafety by it 5 or thofe that
wrought on them, were not in their right Wits, Now
what fort of Chymical Medicines ought to be condemn’d
let the Reader judg; either thofe thatarehalf drefled, or
thofe that are perfetly ready; or either thofe that a-
bound with nalty excrements and cruditics, or thofe that
arefo purified from their feculencies, that they are become
incorruptible. See now how the Vulgar are deceived dai-
ly, taking fuch things as they jultly condemn, and con-
temning thefe noble produ&s to themunknown, which
wouldbe of wonderfuladvantagetothem, if theycould
open their eyes to {ce it, and difentangle themfelvesfrom
the 1dolatrous opinions they have entertain’d of fuch or
fuch perfons or methods, ~ But now vou would object,
Wiy (hould not there be as good Medicines in the Shops,
as in the private Laboratories ? [ anfwer, firlt, becaufe
there are nobertter publickly known and call'd forsand for
the .f‘r"{'sf_'_.!‘.r.r-:rs:'fu to buy what" he cannot fe]l, were impru-
dence. Again, Many, ormof{t of thefe Operators, that
orepare for the Shops, do nothing elfe, and know not
]"J._.H-'.'-.
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liow togo farthers orif ‘they did, would it be worththeir
labour. Forwhat they aimat, istomake greatquantities
to {erve many Cuftomers ; and fuch as will fell totheShops
with mofk pi‘ﬂ[ir, 1s fittelt for thc'!r pu;poﬁ:g. whereas a
man that prepares for hisown practice, is very tender and
careful in his Operations, and ﬂ]h&'.‘l‘}'ﬁ (tudyifg toadvance
them, both in energyand fafety, forhisReputation (the
ground of his profits) fake. And truly he that bath an
ordinary practice, will find enough todoto prepare fuch
noble Medicinesforit: Imean, diligently to overfee the
preparation, thoughhehath Operators under him 5 They
are thingsof difficult and tedious acquelt. Iknow fome-
thing that I could never rightly well obtain underSixteen
or Eighteenn months time. But fomewill {ay, What need
any Chymiftry at all ? They may as well fay, what need
we.any Cookery at all? For if the things that God de-
figned for the neceflary fultentation of our lives, do re-
quire a previous preparation, ¢ fortiori, itwill be that

there ought to be the like in Phyfick. None will agree,

that Wheat or Barley inits own nature, crude and unco-

(ted, 1s wholefom 5 yet we fee when it hath paft the Cu-

linary .Chymiltry, how delicious and nutrimental it be-

comes, being thenfitted for the digeftive-faculty of our

{tomacks. How much care ought there then, think you

to be, to prepare fuch pure fubftances, as, when thereis

aneceflity, may evade the alteration of afoul and depra-

ved ftomack, and pafsto thevitals inquantity, to beas

up, and ftrengthen the Spirits, until they have obtain’d

power enough td caft off the fordes, and repair the injur’d

and weaken’d tunicles of the ventricle.  And if crude

Wheat and Barley be unwholefom, what may weexpe

from crude Réwbard and Sennay na Y, from Opiuse, Mer-

enry and Awtimony

CHAP.
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CHAP A.
A Charaifer o f a trie Mediciie.

T hath'been oftentimes objected to me, You pretend to
good Medicines, and (o do all other profeflors 3 but
how fhall we know to diftinguifh betwixt the good and
bad, truth and fallhood, in matters we are not feen in?
Whereforeonce for all Ithink fit to prefent thefe ingenious
Gentlemen with as many hints to diltinguilh by, as at
prefent occur to my memory.

Firft then, Difcourfe the Phyfician, and fee whether
he'can give a fatisfactory Reafon on the foregoing Princi-
ples, for what he is about todo; if o, and he be a la-
bourer in the fire for his own pracice, and not for core
mon {ale 3 for fuch men (thoughthey take feveral methods
in theiroperations) feldomor never fail of good and fafe
Medicine 5 but if either of thefe circum(tances be want-
ing, you have good caufe to fulpethim* if the former,
becaufeif hehathit, it’snotof his own acqueft; andif’s
a rare and an unwarrantable thing, fortrue Artifts toine
part fuch'fecrets to men unacquainted with their Theory
and method of curing: if thelatter (though it’snot im-
poflible, that good Medicines may be put into mens hands
that know them not ), yet thefe mén have, and can' manage
them but as Empericks. j

Secondly, Enquire of the ground, or the matter from
whence the Medicine was made; if from Nar oticks, (ce
that it bz divefted from all ftupefactive qualitiesswhich you
may do, either by the firft tryal on your [&If; oron others
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~xnerience: 1 from Emetick or Cathartick drugs, (ce they
be divefted of thofe crude and poylonous qua!u{f:s, and
become only Cordial. But of this you cannot judg on
your felves 5 for it's [‘-_Q?lim: your hUdJFH may require
purging or vomiting 3 if {0, a true CQrI-:ml that power-
fullv affitteth the Vitals, will caufe either; fo that the
fame thing in quantity and ‘ir'f.'l'.l:I':lL’, “.'L‘Jifﬁiﬂth one, and
I_-.urg{_-th another, doth both with anotner, ﬁ'ﬁ.’f_‘ﬂlﬂ Onc,
compofes another, and purgeth :mr:ﬂnhns*r by Urine only ;
in 'ih;;_.rtj hath all the G'}‘ETJHU'M’. of PL‘I}'[]L“]& 1n it on the
ick, as the Difeafe requireth, to each onc's greateft be-
nefit 5 yet to the perfedly well, hgl}tﬁ;rr.u‘ no more than
alarge draught of liberal Wine, which nmghtnc‘fh aman
to pleafantneli, not tranfport 5 if from acids, be fure they
be made {weet; if from Volatiles, fee they are in due mea-
fure fix’ds if from fix'd, {ee they arein like mealure vola-
taliz’d. 5 but if from the dangerous Protews Mercury, fee
it be perfedly fix’d and unalterablesfor if acids or Alealjes
will reduce it into Mercury again, 1t’s an unfafe thing.
Thirdly , See on the experience of others and your
felves, that it will a&k much differently at lealt, if not

contrarily.

Fourthly, Let it be luch, as the weaker the perfon is,
the greater quantities ought to beadminiftred.

Eifihly, Let it be fuch, asthough never {fo often ta-
ken, (hall not grow fo familiar or habitual (as all di-
geftible things do) as not to produce its wonted ef-

Sixthly, That the Patient being recover'd, fhall not

efire long afier it.

Seventhly, Whether it bea wolatile or fix'd, or both,
let them be {o trnly purified, as to be incorruptible, and
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Eightly, Adventure not on that which is given ik
caution to avoid {leeping, eating, drinking, or the likes
taking cold only excepted.

N f'{h}']ﬁ\'ﬂid ﬁl{lh th:[:‘lgg as caule gl‘ii‘rcﬁ or convullie
ons in the working,

Tenthly, It ought to ftrengthen the weakeft to go
through itsoperation, and give a fenfible relief prefently
after it is ended, if the perfon be capable of recovery.

Eleventhly and laltly, It ought to befo fafe, astobe
given to women with child, or in child-bed,

CHAP X
A Word of Advice tothe Chymifts in general,

Hough we have fo many enemies, dear Brethren,
. that one would think it were a madnefs in
injure one another, much lefs that hlr,u.lrm_trnb_’:;: and ufe-
fal Art we all pretend to3 yet fuch is the pride,avarice,
orother depravity of humane nature, that we find Ju-
dafis in our little Family. here are a fort of men
which paf generally under our denomination, whic
may be duly call’d Mjfochymifls, whichhave never read,
or are capahle to read the Chymical Theory, and do v
rily believe the portentous promiles of Authors, an
only can talk of the 3. or 5. Principles, the ufual pro-
duéts of their own fire , depending plainly on Recipes
which they take out of Authors; and perhaps being
more induftrious than common Operators, excel tie com-
mon Medicines that are {fold in the Shopss; or have ger
a good Recipe, or more, by Tradition, which if dulyand
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-modeltly limited, would an{wer in many cafes the expe-
&ation of the fick, far beyond the common pratice;who
are {o tranfported at a few good effects of their Medi-
cine, that they prefently poft it up for an Univer(al one;
which proving otherwile, begets an ill name and opinion
of the Art, and its truelt Sons. Whatthele men do,-is
meerly accidental and Emperical, being not able to give
the lealt fhew of realon for its manner of operation, or
caufe of its effelt.

There areanother fort among(t-men of our Charadter,
which welldeferve the name of Pfendochymifis,that poltup
Univerfalsalfo from Recipes only 5 well knowing that they
will not anfwer the expe(tation of the Patients, or the
Character they give them; and this they do for filthy
lucre {ake, equally producing bad reflections with the o-
ther. I could heartily wilh, and it fhall be my endeavour,
That the judgment of the former may be rightly inform-
ed, and the Villany of the other deteted and corrected,
and the Art and its Sons diftinguifhed from fuch Impo-
ftors. If any one of thefe men, or any other, have found
fonoble a Medicine plainly prefcribed, as will affift Na-
ture to do contraries, oract as iscommonly faid, gwo matu-
ra wergit, they have - had more bappinefs than I, and ma-
ny others that I knows and if they-have nat, I (for the
reafons aforefaid ) reject all others,

But here may be objected, That though thefe Medi-
cines be not of the nobleft nature; yet being much bet-
ter than thofe of the Shops,why (hould we not ufe them?
It feems to me but reafon indeed, until better be difco.

vered, the belt known {hould be made ufeof; but then
o not give them a better Charatter than you are certain
they deferves and acquieflce not in Iht-rﬁ, but feck for
greater things. I conceive it cannot confilt with the cone
teiences of tholc that know better, toufe worfe ; the re-
folution
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{olution of widco meliora probogs deteriora Jequor, was ne-
ver yet approved of. Neither want there faults among
very good Artilts, who are too apt to prize their beft at-
chievements at fucha rate,asto keep them Arcara’s indeed
even from their fraternity,which I prefume proceeds from
the narrownefs of their fpirits, forwant of taking a due
profpect of affairs; for fuchmen doubst, that fhould ihey
part with their Medicines to others,they thould be under-
min'd and abridg'd in their Prattice; whereas the truth
15, confidering the number and intereft of our Oppofers,
and the peoples adherencies to them, we cannot have too
many to vindicate and promulgate fo ufeful truths : for
though ("as ’tiscommonly faid ) Truth will fpeak for it
felfs yerit cannot, if through the prepofieflion of fome,
and theoppofition of others, it benot fuffer’d to fpeak ac
all.  There are thofe in every corner bellowing or whif-
pering to the people againlt fuch as will not worfhip their
Dianasand lelt the offerings of the {aid Diflenters to'a
truer Deity (hould be obferved by the deluded Vulgar,
they’l not vouchfafe to fee them themfelves, but confi-
dently condemn what they know not ; what need is there
then of -4 vaft number to vanquifh fo numerous an Ene-
my, to mect them in their ways, detect their actions,and
convert the people ? Itis not want of miferable people,but
for want of their being convicted of the truth that wor-
thy men have not their deferv’d employment 5 and how
todo {0 great a work with few hands, I cannot divine.
And then how great an improvement of Medicine might
be madeby a trueand plain difcovery amongf(t Artifts, I
canhardly guefs at, much lefs defcribe. Sure Iam, that all
true Artilts work to the fame ends and though they take
fRany ways, yet they come to one center, iz, producing
Medicinesadapted to corroborate the vital fpirits. Now
were there 2 communication of their feveral Meandrous
pros
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progreffzs, Ithink the (treighteft, neareft, eafieft, cheap:
elt, pleafanteltand (afelt path would foon be found out.
Do not miltake me, brethren, asit I advile youto impart
fuch your fecrets to every one, but only your fellow-
workers, who are able to add fomething to the Corban 5
or fuch as are o convinced by Theory and practice, asto
become fincere Profelytes totruth. ForI'le aflure you,how
to deliver over my mean acquelts to Polterity with fafety,
hath much perplex’d me 3 and I canfind no other way, but
by tradition of themintoworthy hands. And if fo, con-
fider1befeech you, how many ought we to inftruct in our
time, lelt thofe excellent Medicines have the fame fate of
thofe more excellent of the Ancients. Do not we allcon-
dole the lofs of Paracelfus’s, Lullye’s, Helmowt’s and Fa-
lentine’s Arcana’s ¢ ¢ ¢. and (hall we be guilty of the fame
our felves? God forbid. As for my part, I f(hall ever
think it great uncharitablenefs 5 nay, unparallel’d folly,
to-deny the eagertraveller a truedirettion in his way, ef=
pecially if his painful Journey be undertaken for thegood
of my brethren and children : wherefore you that are
travelling, and are defirousto find out the right way,
come to me, and I'le thew you the beft 1 can with ala-

Crity.




CHAP XIL
A neceffary Addrefs to the Learned,

E not offended, Worthy Sirs, thattake upon meto
revive a Theory, Method and Medicines contrary to
yours, fith- my confcience of the vaftly different benefic
there is tothe fick from the one tothe other, and my cha-
rity to mankind, obligeth me. We know yours and our
own : You know your own, but not ours: if you did,
there would be no longer a difpute between us. 1 here
therefore with all humility, invite you to come and fee,
make experience whether the thingsbe fode faifo. - Har-
bour not, I befeech you, in your breafts, thatIwritethis
to detmﬁ from you, butwith an ardent defire to n*"ﬂm'
you- I callGed to witnels, I give youherea faithful ac
count what I am, and whatmy m_i"rﬂ-s are: My Birthw.h
generous, my education lil JLl'il]. my dependancescompe-
tent, bred L}j,* my Fathers comma nd towardsthe Civil Law,
thcpﬂ,] ITJ:} natural 1T1E I”'!‘El[}ﬂ was ll}-"r’-il'd::- ljh‘i-ﬁﬂlﬂf_"'l.- -1
to whmn I ftuck clofe after I was emancipated by Marri-
ages but at 1E|1fr'11 obferving what ill fucc:.‘ﬂ: Phyficians
l"":[,]j and that doun .:.L" as many recovered in E ptdt,n*-“] g
of the miferable poor people that had not money to go to
a Phyfician, or conveniency of lodging, w: wmth,n. other
11L::-Eil¢ru.5, as of thofe that did, and had thofe conveni«
encies alfo s my elteem Fur I\ im=- ine decreas'd more and
more, and had abfol utely defpair’d that any good colild
be doaeby it, until I call’d 1011*1n | fome very g{_.n! Cures
done by the Learned Dr. Edweund Dickenfon 5 1thencon-
fidering
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fidering under what appellation he then was, (viz.) a
Chymical Dr. T hoped from that Art fome good might be
found s and then calting about, I met with the affiftance
of Dr. George Starkey, and after him Dr. George Thon-
fons by whofeaffiftance, and Godsblefling on my endea-
vours, [am whatIam, beingnot fond of practice, orthe
lucre of this World, but refolv’d, if pleafe God, I might
{ee this true and efficacious Art in a prolperous way, tore-
tire to my former folitude: Fearme not Gentlemen, but
have a charitable opinionof me, and credit my protefta-
tions, until you find caufe to the contrary. Unfetter
your Reafons, I beleech you ; calt behind you all preoccu-
pations and prejudices, and lay afide thofe poyfonous
Principles that you fuck’d in your youth, whichyouwill
fiod the hardeft task as well as [5 for Quo femel ivtbuta,
g c.Suffer not your noble fouls tobe any longer enflaved
to. Authority, or cuftoms of others. Refolve to truft
your own fenfes to inform your Reafons, and do not fu-
perftitioufly adhereto the Ipfe dixit of another.

N When you are thus prepar'd, come fee, and gratefully
admire the wonderful Vertues God hath placed in his
Creatures, if duly managed. Then fhall you fee conti-
nued Fevers generally cured in Five or Sixdays, or with-
; ins,an Intermittent one in Two or Three Fits, Aewes in
B Two, Three or Four at the moft, and that by rational
and radical means, without the Pernvian-bark, or dangcr
of reciduation, leaving the Patient healthy and vegete.
: You fhall likewife fee by Gods bleffing, Plewrifes, Dui-
1} nances eur'd,citins tutins. € jucundins,without Phleborg-
i | ; my, than with, and without danger of Chronick difeafes
toenlue; the Small Pox generally without d;}ngerj or a-
: ny confiderable ficknefs, within Six hours after the firft
i a:{.-_ni:li\ﬂr:_: tic, preferving the beauty ina greatmeafiire s

and al{o-all peltilential Fezers that I have feen,
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I never {aw the Plagwe, T confefs s but T doubt not the
efficacy of my Febrifige in that ml’lﬁ Deo ;r ante. You
fhall alfo fee Cholick and Iliack: paffions taken off in an
hour or Two, and pe rFu:H} eradicated in l hree or Four
Weeks: You {hall {ee a \, pecifick o advanc” u., as to cure
all forts of Kings Lb: that I have yet feen, thou gh I have
f”‘i]I}:CJHJJIIL vil. And as for the LSEI"I:.L.)I..I that hath in-
fenfibly crept uponus, throughundue digeltion, and in
time grown obftinate 3 nay, hath h begot a daughter or
dau ht{If: as ‘Iflf ma, fu.l',.h{.' I}?r '.-'I'.J' &LC you {hall
fec 10 ﬁJ.Jducd in a Months time at moft t, if the parts are
found, as that neither you nor the Patient willdoubt of
arecoverys nay, many of thofe that are accounted con-
fumptive, reltored. But as thefe difeafeshave a long time
of growth, fothey require a long time to be deftr -::‘5. 'ds
for ina radicated Scurwvey, the ferments through the whole
body are deprav'd, fo that they muft have time foragra-
dual reltoring 3 which h{:mg{ reltored to their former vigor
and purity, will {oon alter the whole Mafs of blood 5 nay,
it'sdone 1:||:rp;::thcraJ infomuch, that perfonsthat hm{mru:.
any thing that deferve the name of fangsis in them, will
in time have as pure blood as any perfon whatfoever : {}If
which I have fome inftances at hand. Ithank God, Ine-
ver {aw any one yet, if the parts were found, t}m.gh
languifhing under an hereditary Searzes, but have been

mightily relieved, if not cured: - The j‘ mrr’:’.r-c -:uru, in
Two or Threedays. You fhall allo find WomensLabours
to be no longer dreadful, as I have faid before.

Pray Sirs, have {o much vertue, as notto condemn the
things you know not. What would it advant: 1gC me to
aflert thefe thing gs, 1f I had not found them by lon g and
large experience to be fo, fith Tknow you wont believe
me, unlefs you are convinc'd by matter of faft? To that

thertfﬂrcl nvite yousw hcrun fhould I fall fhort of what -
E' I
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"I here affert, underftood in a modeft fenfe, I were the

veryelt fool in Nature. And to give you greater encou-
ragement to enquire into the truthof it, I hereby faith-
fully promife you, that whofoever will give himfelf the
trouble to be fatisfied of the #v, ard then will perufe pro-
per Authors, untilI am convirc'd, that he is fully fatisfi-
cd in the &7, "and become a faithful Profelyte to truth,
and like tomake a confcientious and induftrious promo-
ter of it,I will take him by the hand, and lead him intothat
path, atthe end whereof hisdefires fhall be crowned. And
if theelder fort of learned and judicious men thinkit toe
late, or beneath them to learn, come you of the younger
Clafs, and heartily welcom: Fer 'tis from you, Worthy
and Learned men, that I expect the beautifying and aug-
mentation of this Art. It'sby your Affiftance that I hope
to fee the prefent known Medicines advanc'd, and the
admirable Arcana’s of the Ancients retriev’d. Inaword,
the Art of Medicine {o meliorated, as nothing but irrepa-
rable Old Age, and Death it €I, may be infuperable :
Which to fee, is the humble and hearty prayer, and en-
deavour of

Your bumble Honoyper
k]

and [incere Servant,

WILLIAM BACON.






















