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LETTERS

Cﬂnceming the

Prelent State

YT AT T

HWiittenin the Year 16387,

l. Relating vo the Affair of MovLixNos,
and the QuikTisTs.

IL Relating to the InquisiTion, and
the State of Religion.

L. Relating to the Policy and Tuterefls
of fome of the States of ITALy.

Being A SuppLeMENT to Dr,

BURNETS LET TERS.

Printed in the Year JGSSE ;I’ i
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Of the Contents of the Three

LETTERS.
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The firlt Letter.

He curiofity swhich Dr. Burners Letters bad
excited of knoswing mare concerning the Quie-
tilks, zeas the motives to this Author’s further
Enguiry about them, p. 1, 2. with what diffi-
calty things before the Loquifition come to be knoren,
and ith bew much fear and referve the Italians
talk of them, efpeciallyto Heretcks.p.2,3. The
amafing Wealth of the Churches, Palaces, and
Convents sz Rome and thro all Italy; and ye:
the ;;ffum&}iri:-rg Poverty of the-Inhabitants, p. 4.
eA comparifon berween the 1talians spon the one
band, and the Englith and Dutch on the other
band, p. 4, §. Thatthepovertyofthepeoplesnltaly,
arifeth fromthe Government’s besng inthe hands
of Pricits, andfromthe afeendancywhichtheprin-
csples of therr Religion give them over mens con-
[eiences. p. 6, 7. How litle many of the 1talians
believe the chief Dotlrines of thesr Church; and
wwhat temptation their Religion lay sthem under to
Atheilm. ibid. That the Myfteres of the Con-
clave; the qualifications of the Cardinal’s 5 the
eharatterso f thelate PDPE:::‘. , part }cyf;;r;} of the pre-
fent 5 and the manner how the Purple, and the
* 2 ; Triple
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TTEP]E Crown are obtained , are evidences that
tne Romith Church is not 2 .,{JII at she pretends to
be, p.3,9. Thatthotheywho are under the yoak,
weay bez *i’-’ff"-’a’g to continzein Slavery ; yet tismat-
ver of amafement] that fiech who are deliveredfrom
Pa ‘ml Bondage, should (bmi agam#ntost. p.

IC' Whence st swas, that fo m. iny of all ranks came
10 02 [0 favourable to Molinos’; 3 and npon what
grosnds, ‘f»"-fff“?m tons came to be [0 unsverfally recei=
ved. p. 11, 12. MUJ.:HJW of \einlnms him-

Jelfs *L’*fri' an account of the rﬁ;-m‘" eAuthors of the

“Myftical Divi Iy : !rakfrfrrr with a reprefenta-
tion of it, and why the f;f lowersof Molinosare ftiled
Quetilts 5 and wha di ferent Ends men mmfﬂr
bave, in falling in wvith this new Methed. p. 1::,2‘0
19. WhenMolinos’s Bogk called il Guida Spiri-
tuale s firfl publiched, ;..,.l'j”frh vho r:.:rpnmuf’;-
tions; and howw much ff T4 As .:"-r:”'*' ed, P19, 20.
T he great vepstarion he grew mta, efpecially ﬂ.ﬂ:rﬂa

*f*’;ﬂ“rJ ﬁfﬁ.!'s e Cardin; th p.10,21. 1 }EM‘Iﬁ‘;f'Hd.iﬂvrp
-‘!*'-"*“f“-\-f Card. AEftrée and bims and the value
thart beprefentPope bad forhim andthe enconrage-
ment be gavetohisdefirn. p.21,22. OfaFrench
Bookwrirteno ;Hm St frrm!aﬁ]yihc | Divinity,

and 15} whofé means,

Italian. B X - O*‘ the fever. f’-’fw":m__f of e
trucc 1z ffn ion to.acontemplative State, with
their charatter, shid. The .'cliuuu.r.;.ri I)umlm—
cans ;:ﬂ"d?‘mﬂf it the f}r.,l,‘{r:,'_r of L‘_‘_l nim and
why.ibid. Bookswrit bythe Society xg:mg? Mo-
1in0s and his ﬂi‘::rfmff. andtheway thatthe feluite
S“gur:n rw}.:_ra dﬂ:‘rf i, P-4 Tﬁmr the matter

besng

ar q,i'{,fu sbeing Tra ﬁf?.ﬂrcdmra '
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being bronght before the Inquificion, rhe [c"'mrcf-:
swereaccounted accnfers; with an agcorns “J‘f( what
becameof F. Martin 1*.4 arfa a Jefuice, twhobad
approvea Molines’s Book. p.2.<. Of Molinos. r:i
Petrucci thesr coming off jufli n_ﬁ and that their
Bookswere approved , 4 r,st’m; wAnfivers of the Je~
Iultu-.:.J“'"nd;:urn;w tloses, p 26. I.-"i Pn*‘r ad-
‘I-'.IHEHW l’{[ruu,_t to th’ Bir -r].'J r,llr‘ [ H., .Iu.a J’ aTLr
.'!JEJ'EIJ Elt."d;?'me .|: .!.rf._. 5 f;fﬁfj"’-"}rgl,_: .J.Jlr.é', .."Ir_.r:i'.u.-f--
partygrew in cr edit and in nimb v, with ashort
rﬁ.u::.fr:rfr&f them. thid. & p. 27. Of rbe Jeluites
perfevering tocalammiate them, andinwhat Me-
thods nml’ﬂ, the carethat ﬂ:a!m W toak to defenc
J':a.rﬁ{l,f.--._,f,.-‘ﬁhf r.-_;' V185 2 g i arder therennt
tifeof Frequent and da }l} Communion, p. 26.
eAAn accos ent of that Book, and -.'{':.f:’_.' wwhofe appro-
bationsit ;f-.z«*prff 1rshe L a .,i af the aAnfiversgiven
n"*rwmm"ﬁrxfzfﬁf Wr. Arnaua’s (} ;.H;,'.-, ; _.,.;.".r'
requent Communion. p 2%, 20. Of tizeojfence
takenat that Book, and fw‘ b “.; and .I'I_j.-".--;{.f the
(_lui::ti!ts are :’;' ANyt w-wc tlumnrated . p. a0,
T bat their« Vigxims are rejembl -" 0. tha

o £0.

1
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crates his Se hool and v ’,. ein.D. 2T,
wverfation which the s Auther .".j:f Tuith @ ['rench
LIL"!I'L.‘F man, waibithe e, -'Ir,-H-. TETER ,!"; 2y, "; '}-".'Fr
why Worfhip esght to be P unpn‘nm, ;c p3

T”*-"Jﬂflll'f”fpm ”e;zrf»m.? thleta rain Mo
their in mrm"f::'“ﬂ [ the | r-|}|: ‘elves ;,Lr
racans of . h{ hailtte the French King.p.31
Tfm.umd mitthey haveaverthatMonarch, zvuth 4

"f'.u;.f

-,r ”'" ;"".-J

]

j#ﬁfﬁi{, e of the L’Lrir:( ution exercifed inFrance.

fa‘:’a'tf The Popes ﬂrfﬁ'ﬁf.ﬂu the R.:: ale wwsth the
1.3

Freneh




The CONTFENF'S
French King,and atthe (ame time fmﬂmr:ﬂg Mo-
linos, lazd hold of in France, toreproach the Pope,

andtocrushthe Quetifls. p.3 2. 35. A Report at
R_?.r?}'u of Cardinal d’Eftrees J"‘.:‘i'}"IHQ." Muolinos,
by sisf :mfm‘g the Inquiliion of many particulars
ag 1 i/t hams. A Relation of that whole Story, '-'1_.) of
I-Ifﬂma:n sbeing therespon claptup.p. 35, 36,3 7,3 ¥.
; be imprifonment of Count Velpimiani .cmd his
Lady, m.«.r.HJMufhnjrmmem be Releafed upon Barl'.
P-38,30. Ofthe Popes being ffpeited of tlerefie,
mnf;m f}f"}?"T Erﬂmrnrdﬁjf tpe lnql]ﬂj{mn P 29-
ffn the ;fndeava,w to avoid the R ¢flection that
th:s expoferh the Papal Infallibalicy mnto. p. 40.
Of 2 Circular Letter fent by the Inquifition to
Cardinal Ciba. p. 41 ,42,4.3. That feveral Car-
dinalsareapprehenfive of a Stormfromthe Inquifi-
tion, and whotheyare. A Charatter of Don La-
viothe Popes Nephew , andhow jealons be is of
falling into rﬁ;r hanas of the Inquilitors,p. 44. Of
th ;:r;;‘w onmentof F. Appiani 4 Jefuire, and the
Lfication it g 1;.!-:‘ the SDCILIY, with a Reflettion
# sw.rmfffrmdr:aioﬁé-fSﬂC:Ct} p. 45. A remar-
iole Story of F. Cann an English Jeluite i
I ome \P- 46,47, Arﬁfh;ﬂfﬂ:‘ra{(}irdln’ﬂ How-
ard : andof hisbeing shiut ont of all the Conncils of
the E. of Caftlemain during his Embaffay at
Rome, withanaccount of the vude and :a{;’cﬁrfmr
carriage of F. Morgan towards the Cardinal. p.
47545, T IJE(JFT;EI'EW*EH'IH"E}H effed for thofe inthe
In n'llihhm by the:r friends 5 with the impreffion
it makes nponthe Inquifivors, and their behavionr
umhmppnkmfamhq have of ir p. 48, 19 ber
tne




_ .|.
-~

—

e ———

¥

The ' CONTE NTS

+he Pope and Cardinal Cibo are muchtroubled to
feethis matter gone [o far ; and that Cardinal Pe-

trucciisffellsnthe Popes favorr. ibid. The great
sumber of the Regulars in Rome and in Naples,
awho being generally againft the Quierifts , they
aremade a Sacrifice totheir refentment,p.49. Nine-
teen Propofitions pretended to be extratted aut
of the Witings and Doctrines of the Quietifts, with
a Cenfure of them published by Order of the ln-
quifition. p. 0. The Circular Letter, both in
ltalian and in English, p. 51, 52, §35 §4- The
Cenfure of the Opinions of the Quictifts in
Italian and in English, with fome Remarks fipon
it, shewing that many things charged upon them
are mifreprefented; that other things are weakly and
ridscstlon/ly raf#mi; that feveral .ﬂﬁ'ﬁﬂ‘df'm's are
therein obtrudéd upon the world for Truths; and
that the Adoration of Images, which the Pu-
pifts in England and France dodsfclasm, isinthe
Cenfure juftified and recommended. p. 55. to p.
88. Of the (ondemnationof Mohinos ; of therage
expreffed by many of the ng.:’f aganft him ; and
of the hatred declared wpon thisoccafion againft the
prefent Pontificate , with a charatter of i, and
an account of the Gentlnefs of the Inquifition zo
many of Molinos’s followers,and what Refleflions
suife men make thereupon, p. 89, 90,91. The
whole Ceremony at the Minerva, the day that
Molinos was browght forth to abjure s with a
Relation of [ome things he [aid, andof kis de-
portment, p.92,93,94. The mildnefs of the Pru-
nishment inflicted upon him,ibid. Of thebold-
wefi of one of his followers before the Inquifi-

A 1101,




The  CON TENI'TS.
wony and bow (lightly be came off,p. 94. Of the
* vaff correfpondence which Molinos bad in all
places; andthat moft of the condemned Articles,
are but an invidious Aggravating of the Doétrine
of Predeftination y andof Efficacions Grace, ibid,
©p.95.

—

The Second LETTE I{I.

T HE Author’s Capacity for giving the
following Relation , thro having refided (o
longin Rome and in Italy, p. g6. Some Re-
fleltions npon the ffndy of Manufcripts, Me-
dals, Infcriptions, and of Religion and Poli-
ticks, p.97,98. A commendation of Dr.Bur-
netsLetters, and that moft which the Author
had obferved, is already relatedthere; and that
what ishere prblished, referveth ﬁfﬁ;ﬂ'rrafﬂ’ﬂfﬂ
swvbichthe Dy, did not [ee, or tomatters which
hir shart ftay in Italy , did not allow bim to
enguire after,ibid. Of a Crucifix shut up intbe
Inguifition , the occafion of ity with feveral
Refleitions on the Bigotry, Superftition, and
Ydolatry of 1he Papifts, efpecially of thelralians,
~P-99y100, 101, Of thePlague an S. Gregory
the Great’stime,ibid. Of a Stone in the Chap-
peiof Ara Cecli, pretendedto havethe impref=
fron of an Angel’s Foot upon it, and rﬁ;er{fm-:
sworshipped by the people; butis now made FPri-
foner in the Inquifition, to keep the Crucifix
company, p.102, 103. The fory of Sr. Burrhi ¢
Millanefe Gentleman and a Chywift , who becos
ming fu/peiied by the Priefts , was broug b im"a
iné
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the Inquiﬁ[ion , and getting off at that time,
swas afterwardsapprehended yandbeing acenfed
of many Errors, was made to abjure, and con-
fined 10 a perpetnal Imprifonment , SGe. p. 103,
104, 105, Of the [candalons and lafeivons Pi-
ctures, that are in many Churchesof Italy;and
thattheir moft celebrated Madonna’s bave been
the Miltrefles of the great Painters ; with a
Relation of an Intrigue berween a Fnier and ¢
Nun, p. 106, 107. Of their fottish and Idola-
trous Reprefentations of the Trinity, ibd. Of
the Piiture of the B.Virgin,with the Order of
tbe Capuchins #nder her Petticoat, ibid. Hozy
Learning came to flowrish fo much in the laft
Age,and to decay [o greatlyin this ; and of the
great Mafters of pasnting thar ltaly produced
s the former (entury, p. 108, 19,110, Of
the Picture of the Virgin in the Annuneiata in
Florence , which they pretend to have been fins-
shed by an Angel,p. 110. The Fableof Loretto,
and what exceptions the Autbor made toit ina
(onverfarion; and baw the ltahans Jj.-.r_,ff{f} the
Devotion of the people, mpon a fuppofition that
thewhole ffory 15 @ Fiflion, p. 1145112, Of &
Conference bersween an Abbotand an Englith
('Zicrgy-man, of rbed:ﬁkrmc: betweenthe tawo
(burches, p. 112, 113. That the Converfion of
Nations , ss no further accounted of at Rome,
thanasitbringsprofittothe Datary ; andtherea-
fon why (o luile refpeét was bad to the Enghih
Ambaflador, and to every thing he propofid,
p-113. What retarded the Promorion of the
Card.
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Card. ERX¢ (6 long; with a Relation bow the
late Card. d’E(ié, Protettor of the French Na-
tion at Rome, heftor’d Pope Alexander V1L
p. 114, Of the [candalonsimpofture of the Blood
of St. January ar Naples,p. 115, To what ex-
ceffive height the Priefls carry the Ecclefiafti-
cal Immunities, and in what danger the Ge-
neral of tbe Horle ar Naples was of being
Excommunicated , p. 116, 117. A remarka-
ble ftory how far the Immunities of the Cler-
gy have been pusht in the Dukedom of Flo-
rence, fortke f[aving of a Prieft; withacha-
ratter of the prefeme Duke, p.117, 118, The
prefent Vice-Roy of Naples commended , for
fupporting the Secular Tribunal againff the
Invafions of rhe Ecclefraltical Courr; with a
Relationof the ir{gemmm and p::bf:'-::{:_ Affront be
put upon an Auditor of rhe Nuncio’s, and how
§/lit was refented at Rome, p. 118, 119, 120.
Of the difference betwixt the Pope and the
Irrench King abogrthe Regale ; witha further
charatler of thePope, p. 120, 121, What im-
provement the Janfenilts made of the difference,
p-121,122. Concerning the bafinefsof the Fran-
chifes , and that the Pope feems refolved to
maintasn bis lare Bull, and how it may prove
fatal to himfelf , and the Papal Sea, to contend
that matterwith the FrenchKing, p. 123. Of
the way that thisPope treats Ambafladors; and
ﬂf an f.fﬂfw.:r fj:gﬂﬂ: to the ET'Igliﬂl Ambafla-
dor spon his !ﬁerrm'ug to leave Rome, thar
shew’d the little Refpett be bad either for him
or bis Maftery p. 124, How the prefent Pope
condulls
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conduéls his Revenue; that being the only thing
be underffands. Of his Retrenching both all
Expences and the publick Charities 3 and thar
be muft have a vaff Treafure, p. 124. The in-
ducement to the making o many Cardinals in
the laff Promotion. And the Averfion which
Card. Taia, and Card. Ricci expreffed vo the
Purplﬁ in the Promotion that was made ﬁ?,r.;-
year agoy p.125. FHow Cardinal Farnefe, that
was afrerwards Paul 11 and who raifed the
Family of Parma, came to be ereared Cardinal
by Alexander VI. with an acconnt in what
manner the Promotion of Cardinals is carried,
and how the Wench wastoo crafty both for that
lewd Pope , and for his Son Cxlar Bor a,
2.126, 127, 128. Of the Averfion which this
Pope bas to the Jefuites; and thar the Enghih
Ambaflador’s Refigning him[elf to their con-
dufl ,wwas thereafonof the coldufage hemet with
atRome, p. 129. What charaiter all wife and
indifferent Italians faffen upon thofe of thatSo-
ciety; and their concluding from the credit
which they have in England, that the Roman
Catholick Religion muft needs mifcarry there,
ibid. & p,130. The Romantick Letters wwhich
the Jefuites write ro Rome onr of England,
and whar juft diferedit this prts upon all that
they write ont of the Indies and other yemote
Conntreys, bid. Of the Letter lately printed
that waswrote by a Jefuite of Liege to thofe
atFriburg, concerning the prefent flate of Popea
ryin England ; thatstis atrue and Authenesck,

Leter,
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Letter,p.130, 131. Of two things peculip
to thisOrderwhich render i formidable ; bow
sndependent the General of the Jeluitesss above
the Generals of other Orders, and how abfo-
lute his Governmen: , P 132 133. By whas
meansthe Miflion comes ro be generally in their
bands , and of their getting thereby into Fami-
liesy p. 133, X34, The aifferent bumonr and
condult of the Secular Priclts , from thofe of
the Regulars : and what prejudice *tis the fuffe-
ring Regulars to live in Proteftant States 3
how’tis matier of wonder at Rome, that Pro=
teltans should permis Regulars o be in their
Countreyss and what awife Roman faid to the
Author abosut i, P-13445135. FHow the peo-
ple of Lombardy are poffefed with a Super[tie
tion of mixing Water with their Wine 5 and
bow the Prieits who pourish the Valgar in that
conceit  excufe their own Wine from. being
mix'd, p. 136, 137. That the Tax which is
laid #pon Winein Florence, makes rﬁjepeaffe
thereprefervest pure,ibid. Of an Abbey of Be-
nedictines ar Etal in Bavaria, swhere the Monks
livein as great abundance as the Duke himfelf,
p.138, ﬂ'ﬂrm!ﬂ{f}ff;}rﬂfpcﬂfﬁ‘ tihe Author bad at
Burgointhe Hills of T'rent, p. £38. The way
of Celebrating St.Anthony’s dayatRome, and
how :.-'.:;-J,wap.ff sf-w'nﬁrr all their Horfes, Mulets,
ana Allcs to belprinkled swirh tloly Warter by
te Monks of that Order. How profitable ths
piece ty”j.?:ffr,?uiau::f’ﬂh} 25 to the Prielts, p,
139140, That Molinos’s abjuring was only a
pres
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pretended thing that bisparty continyes [Fill to
be very numerous ; andthatall the Reporis abous
she lewdnefs of bis Life, are efteemed io beno
other than Fables,p. 141,142

The Third LET. TER.
F a curious Salt-work ar Sode near
Francfort, with an account of the way,
of making the Salt, p.144,145,146 That ltaly
irthe higheft Country in Europe, as appeareth
by the (mall Defcent fromthe Alps on that fide,
19 swhat it is either on the French or German
fide,p.147. Of Gualtale, s fituation, and of
its being wrefted from the rightful owwner bythe
French King; the danger that all lealy wall be
therebyexpofedunto,p. 148,149, 150,151,152,
A Charatter of the prefent Duke of Mantuas
How be favonrs the French Intereft 5 of bis put-
ring Catlal and Gualtale énto theirbands ; and
bow they wind him as they pleafe, p.152, 153.
Of the coxrage and fidelsty of the Marquiﬁ:s of
Cannofleand Palliotti to the Duke of Mantua;
and how the French got them both to be made
clofe Prifoners, p- 153, 154. That the Princes
of Italy are abfolute sn thesr Dominions, and
the Slavery their Subjells are in, 101d. That
there is a Brench Envoy always attending upon
1he Duke of Mantua, ibid. How one a:":.l" the
Duke of Mantua’s Secretarieswas bythe Duke
fent to Turin, and feifed by a party of French
Jlerfe from Pigoerol, p. 155, 156. The

Im-_n




The CONTENT S.

Imperions way that the¥rench in Cafal aé to-

wards thofe of Monticrrat , and Piedmont, p.

157. That having Bargain d awith Mafons,
bow they broke the Agreement , ibid. How the
French King having advanced three Millions
towards a Food for an Eaft-lodia Company,
did withdraw it, p. 158. Of the disfavonr that
the Marquife of Pianelle fellintoswiththe late
Duke of Savoy, and how be came to be introdu-
cedinto the Miniffry again yand afterwards was
difpraced, putinprifon, and tiied 5 and how the
Courtof Savoy remasns governed by the French,
P 158,159, 160, 161. Of the defign that was
carried on of ?.:rmfcf.rirgu}f.r prefent Duke to the
Infanta of Portugal; and of bisbeing poyfoned
(ashis Father badbeen) and his refletting onthe
wife Advices which the Marquifc de Pianefle
bad given him , p. 161, 162. How much the
Dukesof Savoy are [ank inthis Age from the
Figure that they made in the laft 5 how difficul
it will be toremedy it y while Cailal and Pigne=
rol areinthie hands of the French,ibid. Ofthe
late perfccutionsn the Valley’s of Piedmont;
bew allinthe Court of Savoy are ashamed of t;
swith an account of the Fidelity, peaceablenefs,
] ir:du{fr}p af'rbﬂrpaﬂrpfapfriﬁ' what IfJfPrrﬂ;u
who acquainted theAnthor with thefe things up=
on bis knowing hins to be an Englithman,fasd to
bimuponit,p. 1 62,163.0f the luxuryand vanity
of living magnificently, wherewssth France bath
infeited tue Princesef Germany, togerher with
i ?.elo;-eﬁnmriau of ;ﬁf mifchiefs which }rlﬁ:‘

rom
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from Princcs and Noblemens travelling into France,
p-164.How faral Luxury ¢’ avain Expencetulne(s are
ina [pecial manner to Common-wealths 3 And whas
[enfible decays in firengeh, the expenceful way of living that
she Dutch and Cantons are grown invo; with acommen-
dation of that pars of 1he Venctian Conflitution , which
regulates the Expence of thiiy Nobility, p. 165,166. Of
the mifery and poverty that appears in Pifa throthe Se-
verity of the Government ; and of the Wealth and popu-
loufue(s of Luucca, thro being a Free Government ; bow
jealous they of Lucca are of baving their Liberty fupplan-
ted ;& bow infinitely they prife it ; wirh an Account of the
Strengih .and Decoration of the Town , p. 167,168, Of
Genoa; dtsdecay from what it formerly was 5 and yet iss
being vaflly more wealthy and populous , than anypars of
Thulcany er of the Popes Patrimony. Of the number of
theSubjecis of thae Republick y their Forts in Corfica,
with a Charaller of the Corfes 3 the Compafs of the For-
tifications of Genoa; the Expence they have laid out om
thetwo Moles s sthedebs it hath run them into 3 with an
Account of the Extent of their whole Countrey, and how is
is defended; € what their Marine firengih is, p. 168,169,
170, 17 1. How much the fafety of Millan and of all 1taly
depends upon the prefervation of Genoa ; and thas its Il
bereft and Spains are infeparably united, p.172, 173. A
large Account of their Civil Conflitution ; and of 1be Di-
vifions that are among them; and bow occafioned ;5 and thas
#hefe werethe Inducements to France to attack thim , p.
X73,174,175,176,x77. Thar thothe Subjelsbe wealiby,
yetthe State is weak; shat there is fuch a degencracy a-
mong them from what they were, that they have neither
Heads mor Hearis to defend themfelves,were they vigoroufly
afaulted; and whence that degemeracy proceeds, p.178.
Curious Refleftions wpon the Difeafes, that Common-
wealths are [ubjel unto, with a friendly applicarion of all
unto Holland, p- 179. That the prejeét of France’s fal-
ling upon Genoa, was formed by one Valdyron of Nif-
IES; that was a Proteflant, and had lived long in G r:m;a.
Thas
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That the French might bave been eafily Mafters of it, hid
they affaulred is vigoronfly ar firft. The injuflice of ghys
fray of proceedingy and bow the ltalians flile 1, p.18c,18,
182 What Rrj?:Fhﬂh;ﬂh}!:il!:;trd,bdnugmg tothe Coung
of Melgar, made upon she French mifcarrying in 1hat,
and in fome otber of their Usidertakings, Fs 18245183, How
Valdyron was treated by the Genoele, @ bow poorly re-
quised by the French King,p. 184. An Account of a Con-
verfationthe Author bad with tipo of theold Magillrates
of Meflina, whercin they faid many thingsreflelisve on 1he
Honoury Veracity and Iuftice of the French King and
his Mitifters, and by whas Arguments they fuflified
the Revolt of vheir Town from the Spaniard, p.185,186,
1€7. Of the method they ufein prrparfr.eg Vitriol in the
Sulfatara mear Puzzolo. Of alit tie Town in the A ppe-
nins, called Norcia, which the in the Popes Territories,
may be accgunted a Common-wealth » and which is [
jealous of all Prielts obtaining any shave in 1heir Gevern.
ment, that they will admit none into Magiilracy, who can
either read or write P-189,190.0f the Mortificasion which
oneof the Magiftrates | put upon an Auditor who wa 4
Church-maj Iy by lf.".'i'f'?f; Pim y for ettempting to dibauch
.I.‘u I."I'.u':'i .fz“l'H'J rzlll’_'l'm_.'dh'r accomnt, hogr nra{ j.ll:ur bath -E‘;'fnﬁ}
Preated, may continue capable to fay Mals, ibid. & p.191.

S s

The Stationer to the Reader.

Can give no other account of thefe Letters, but

that they were communicated to me, by a perfon
of known Integrity 5 whoaflired me, that he who
made thef: Obfcrvations , 1s a man of great vertue,
and confiderably [earned : who has been long and
much 1n Izaly : who is both capable of looking nar-
rowly into matters , and is of fiuch fevere morals,
that one may fafcly depend on al] hefays, This was
enough for me ; {o without making any farther en-
quiry,or knowing any thing of the Author,l have (et
about the printing of them. V&LE.
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T'o one in Holland ,concerning the

QUIETISTS.

& 1IR3
pez® Our defire of being nformed
¥ particularlybyme , of the ftate
of Religion and Learning in Italy,
) and chicfly here at Rome , has
* quickned my curiofity, and has
fer an edge upon a humour that isof it {elf
Inquifitive enough ¢ and tho I am not [o
much in love with writing, as to dehight in
tran{mitting you long Lesters , yet 1 find
1 have matter at prefentfora very long one;
chiefly in that which relates’to the Qurerifls:
for you obferve right, that the fhort hints
that Dr. Burnet pave of their matters in his
Letters, did rather increafe the curiaﬁtyTnf
A the
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the Englush, than fatisfy it. He toldasmuch as
was generally known in Reme at that time,
concerning them ; but asalonger ftay might
have difcovered more particulars to him, fo
there have fallen outr fince that time fuch
new and furprifing accidents, that there is
not more hearkning after new Ewvidence in
England , upon the breaking out of Plots,
than there was at Rome upon the Impri-
fonment of fo great a number of perfons in
February and Marchlaft; the number alone
of 200perfons, was enough to raife a great
curiofity ; but this was much encreafed by
the quality of the perfons that were clapt
up, who wereboth for Rank , forLearning,
and for Picty, the mofl efteemed of any in
Rome. So I was putht on by my own Incli-
nations, as well as by your Entreaties ,
to takeall the pains that was poffible for me,
to be well Intormed of this matter. The
particular Application with which I had read
{fome of the Books of Devotion writ in this
method, andthe pleafure, and, I hope, pro-
fir , that I had found in ity made me ftill
the more earneft to know this matter to the
bottom. It istrue, itwashard to find it out:
for thole who have been in Rome, know with
how much caution all people there talk of
matters that are before the Inguifition : thofe
are like the Secrets of itate elfewhere -
of which a man cannot talk much without

| in-
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incurring fome Inconvenience; and thereis
no Inconvenience that is more terrible at
Rome, than the falling into the handsof the
Inguifirors : for befides the Danger that a
man runs , ifthe fufpitionsarc well founded,
the leaft ill effeét thac this muft have, 1sthe
cutting offalla mians hopes of Preferments;
for what a Sufpition of High Treafonisclie=
where , the Sufpition of Herefy is at Rome;
and where there ar¢ many Pretenders, and
there is fo much to be expetted, you may
imagine that Hope and Fear working at the
fame time {o powerfully, 1t muit be very hard
to ingage fuch perfons as probably know the
fecrer ot thipgs, to truft themfelves upon fo
tendera point, to ftrangers. 'The truth s,
Learning isfolow in ftaly , and the Opinion
that they have ofthe Learning of Strangers,
chiefly of Herericks, is fo high, that they do
not willingly enter either on Subjects of Lear-
ning or of Religion with them; and on the
other hand a Stranger and a Heretick, whois
confidered as a Spye, or afair Enemy at beft,
will' not find it convenient to thruft on
{fuch {ubjects of converfation, as are tender
and fufpitious.  All this is to prepare you

for a relation which you will perhaps think

defeétive, yetisasfull 2l could poflibly ga-

ther, out ofall the Hints and Informations

that fome moneths ftay at Rewre procured

me.

A2 The
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The firft thing that f{urprifes a franger
in Rome , 1s the very unequal mixture of
Wealiband Poverty,that he {eeshere, as well
as in allthe partsof Zraly; yetitis more con-
{picuous here , than ellewhere: for as the
Wealth of the Churches, Palacesand (onvenes
is altonifhing , {o the Povertyof the Inhabi-
tants, and the meannels ofthe ordinary Buil-
dings , s extremely unfuceable to themagni-
ficence of the other. When a man fees what
Italy wasan Age ortwo ago, not to go back
{o tar as to remember what Rome was once;
he can hardly 1magin how fuch a fall, fuch
a difpeopling , and fucha poverty could be-
fall a Narion and Climate, that Nature has
made tobe one of the richeft of the world,or of
Eunrope atlealt; if the PRIESTS had not at

the iame time a {ecrer to kaﬂ the Natives
]

miferable, in {pite of all that Abundance
with which Nature has furnifhed them. It
were notable to withftand even an ordinary
Enemy, and it can {carce fupportit{elf. Thole
Italians that have feenr the Wealth and
Abuncance that is in England and Holland ,
tho their S#» is lefs favorable, and their Cl-
mate is more unhappy, and that come home
{o fee their Tewns deferted ; and their Inka-
bitanis in Raggs, {peak of this fometimes
with an Indignation that is too fenfible to
be at all times kept within bounds, The
ipeak of the difference between Hollandand
Italy
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Jtaly, likemen affefted whenthe ",L(J'TI“'TLLI
the zawo foils and Climates tﬂ;_.,uhu Ihe
one is a [o#! divided between fand and ;_f,,” .
preferved from' the . Innudations of Land-
floods, and the overflowing of the fea, at a
vaft Chairge , {uffering often fuch loflesas
would ruin other fates, and paying oreat
and  conftant Impofitions : and yer with all
thele Inconveniences , 1ml all the dadvan-
tages of a feeble fun ,\aftagnating and phl:;r—
matick Aér, violent Co Lds - and moder ate,
or at leaft very fhorts Hears, this Cosntrey is
full of Wealth and People; and theré isinit
{uch an abundance of great Townsand con-
fiderable villages,and in all t ]Lll’. there appear
{o many marks of plenty s and none at allof
Want : and the other hasakind fien, long dnd
happy Swmimers 4 and mild Winters : a ruit-
fuland rich 64/, and every thingthat the /u-
habitanss can with for on Natures parttoren-
der them the Envy of the World : whereas
they are become the Secorn and contempt
of all that fee them. And as much as the
Duzeh {eem to have acted in fpite of Nature
on the one hand , n rendring themfelves
much more confiderable than the has Intended
they thould be; {o the Government of fraly
feems to havereverfed the. df,hqmt Nature
asrmuch on the other hand , by reducing
the Zinhabitants to {uch a dun-:,e of Mifery,
m fpiteof allher Bounty: upon thisfubject

A 2 the
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the Ztalians will talk- more freely than upon
matters of Religion: and do not ftick to fay,
that it flows trom the fhare that PRIESTS
have in the Government, and thatnot onlyin
the Popes Territory , butin all the other
Courts of Iraly , where they have the main
ftroke,  They will tell you, that Priefts
have not Souls big enough,’ nor tender
enough, for Government: they have botha
narrownefs of fpirit, anda fournefs of mind,
that does not agree with the Principles of
human Society :  Their having fo thort and
fo uncertain a time of goyerning,” makes
them think only onthe prefent, {o that they
do not carry their profpeét tothe Happinefs
of , or milery that muiftbe the confequences
of what they do , * at any confiderable di-
tance of time: norhave they thefe Com-
paflions for the Miferable with which wife
Gowvernonrs ought to temper all their Coun-
{clis; for a ftern fournefs of temper, and an
unrelenting hardnefs of heart, {eems to be-.
long to all that fort of mer in Zraly. What-
foever advances their prefent Interefts, and
inriches their families , is preferred to all
wife, greator generous councells.  Now tho
the Natives dare not carry this matter fur-
ther, yet a ffranger, that thinksmore freely,
and that has examined matters of Religion,
in a more Inquifitive manner , fees plainly
that all thefe errors in Gowvernment , are the

gﬁ'cﬁl;s
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effe@s of their Religion , and of thatauthori-
ty which theybelieve is lodged in the Pope,
chiefly and ot which every Prief# has {o con-
fiderable a thare , that he is eafily able to
make himfelf mafter ofevery mans Conici-
ence that lers him into it , and thatbelieves
thofe three great branches of their power :
that they can pardon their fins, 4 make their
God, and fecuretbem both from Hell and Pur-
gatory. ‘Thefe are things of fucha mighty
operation, that if it isnoteafy to imagine how
they thould befocafily believed yet fuppo-
fing once the belief of them , all ether
thingsflow very naturally fromthence : men
are not convinced of thefe errors tillitistoo
late to come and undeceive others, Itistrue,
many | of the Jtalsans believe thele things
as little as we doj yetthis is in them rather
an effeét ofaloofe and libertine temper, than
of ftudy and enquiry , in a Comntrey where
not only KHeretical bosks would endanger 2
man, but the bare reading even of a Larn
New Teffament would give fome {ufpition.
But the thinking men among them are led to
doubt of all things, ratherfroma principleof
Atheifm, thanot {earching into matters of
Controverfy : the oneismuch lefs dangerous
there, thantheother would be. Andindeed
asf{oon asaman becomes alittle familiar with
any of the mexn of freer thoughts here, he will
{oon fee that the belief of their Religion has
A 4 very
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8 ed Letter from ROME,

very hittle power over many ot thofe who are
the moft zealous to{upport it, only becaule
their Intereft determins them. When a man has
lived fome time at Rome, and has known a lit-
tle of the Myfteries of the Conclave, withthe
Charaéter both ofthe prefentand the late Popey,
particularlythe weakne(s andignorance of hins
that now reigns, who does not {o much as
underftand Latin ; whena man {ees how mat-
tersare carriedin that Cowre , whatare the Ma-
ximes they goby, and the Merbods that they
take; when hefees what a fortof men the Car-
dinalsare, menindeed of great Civility, and
of much Craft ; butasto the matters of Rels-
gion , men of anequal {ife both of Ignorance
and Indifterence: when a man fees, how all
preterments are obtained, but chicfly how the
prrple 1s given, and how men rife up to the
Triple Crown : when, 1fay, aman hasfeen
and oblerved all thisalictle, he cannot wonder
enough atthe Charaélerthat fo great a partot
the World {etson that Conrt.  'T'he plun and
fimple Arguments of Common fenfe work fo
{trong,that Tranfubfantiation it felfis not har-
der to be believed, than that this man 1s Chriils
Ficar,a man ot fnfallibiliry , and the fource or
channel at lealt of divine #ruth. So that a
man that has given himfelf the opportunities
of obferving thefe matters Critically , will feel
a perfuafion of the falfehood of thofe preten-
f1onsformed fo deep in him , that allthe Sﬂ];;hih
' wry
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ftry of Argument willnever be able toover-

thtow it: for the plain feofe of what he has
feen will apparently dilcover the delufion of
thofe Reafons, whichperhaps he is not lear-
ned enough toanfwer: for let men fay what
they will, itisno eafy matter to belicve 1n a
Contradicion tothe clear Evidenceof fence:
and I cannot make my f{elf fo much as doubr,
but thatas (are was wont to wonder how 1t
came that every onc of the Hearben Priefts did
not laugh when he faw another of the T7ade, {o
the Cardinals when they lookononeanother,
anda Pope even as Ignorantaoneas the prefene
Popeis, when hereceives the {ubmilfions that
arc offered him by all who are of that Com-

" munion, muftlwgh within himfelf when he

{ees how lucky thar Impofture 1s, which has
{ubdued the World into {o much refpect tor
him , and to fo great a dependance on him.
A man who fecs all thele things upon the place,
and is' of an Age capable of making {olid
Reflections, and has a due portion of Lear-
ning, muftreturn amafed, not fo muchat thole
who being already under the Yoke , have nei-
ther knowledge nor courage enough to fhake
it off, noratthofe who gointoit becaufethey
find their account 1 it, and {o hope to havea
good fhare of the{poil , as at thofe who have
ihaken off the Yoke, andhavegotinto more
Liberty and more Knowledg, and feel the hap-
py Influence of their deliverance even in their
g Ay Civsl
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Civil Lsbertiesand other Tem poral Concerns,if
they thould ever come fo much as to delibe-
rate whether they ought toreturn and ferve
their oldand fevere e SMaffers, or not.  For
my part, I{peak freelyto you, thatIcould
{ooner bring my mind to believe that there
is no {uch thing as Jnffitured Religion; and
thatit is enough formen to be juit and honetft,
cwviland obliging, and to have a general re-
verence for the Desty, thanever to think that
fuch Stuffas themen ofthe Miffion would im-
polconthe World can be true. Chiefly in
that part of it which relates to the Popes
Authorityy after all that 1 have feen and
known.

You will perhaps think, thatthisisa long
digreflion, orat leafta very improper intro-
duction to that which I told you I would
offer to you, fince the relation that all this
has with the matter of the Quietsfts ,doesnot
appear to be {o very proper. Yet you will
perhaps change your mind, when I tell you,
that the Miferies of fraly, that the Averfion
that all men of fenfe there have to the Ar-
tifices of their Religion , and chiefly to the
conduct of the Regulars , andabove all, of
the Jefuites, is believed the true reafon that
led fuch numbers of men of all forts to be

{o favourable to Molines : to which this was
ratherto be afcribed, thantoany Extraordi-
nary Elevation of Piety or Devotion, of which

1o
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{o little appears in that Country , that nothing
which touches only upon that Principle can
have great effefts among them. Men that
are fick, turn to all forts of remedies : and
thofe who are difcontented, do naturally go
into everyngw thing that either promifesre-
lief, or that woundsthofe thatdifpleafe them.
The prefent ftate ofthings 1n Zraly being fuch
as I have defcribedit, you neednot wonder
to find {o many ready to hearken after any
thing that feemed both mew and fafe. For
as the Novelty gave that curiofity which
might draw in many, fothe fafety that fee-
med to be in a Method of Devotion in
which fo many of the Canonifed Saints
had gone before them, and which appeared
at firft authorifed by the Approbation ot fo
many Inquifitoxrs , made them apprehend
that there could be no danger in it. In the
recital that T am to give you, Idonotpre-
tend to tell you all the whole affair : nor
will I affure you of the truth of all that you
will find here. For inmatrers ofthis nature,
in which Intereft and Paflion are aprt to
work fo ftrongly, there are alwayes fo ma-
ny falfe Reports {pread, and marters are {o
oftenaggravated on the one hand,and dimini-
thed or denied on the other,that I will notfa

but there may be fome things here that upon
aftncter inquiry will perhaps appear notto
be well founded 5 yet of this I will aflure

you
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you very pofitively , that I have Invented
and added nothing my felf. I leave thofe
arts to the fralians, and the Comrt of Rome -
therefore I will tell you things nakedly
and fimply , as I found theor, without adding

o much as one Circumftance. . out -of my:

' - - E
own lnvention. I alfo made as anuch ufe
of my Judgment as was poflible for me to do,
both in r::mhdcrmg theCircumitances of tho(e

with whom I talked on thofe heads, and the .

things themfelves that they faid to me; o Llet
pals all that feemed to bs the effe& of Pafz
fion or Prejudice , and only marked down
that which feemed to be true , as well as thag
which L had frommen whom I had reafon to
believe, My Informers were men of Pro-
bity -and of Senfe; they were notindeed eas
fily brought totalk of this Subjett, and they,
{poke of it with great Referves : {o that
there may be many defeéts, and poflibly
fome miftakes in the account that Lam to offey
you; yer you muft be contented with its
for it is all that I could gather ; and it is
not corrupted with any mixmure of my
own.

Michael de Molines is a Spaniard , of a
good and Opulent Family, ~He entred into,
Priefls Orders, but had never any Kcclefiafti=
cal Benefice: {othathe {feemed to have dedi-
cated himfelf to the fervice of the Chaureh,
witheut defigning any Advantage by §t1 tQ

1M -
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himfelf. He pafles in Jtaly for 2 man me
of Learning and of good Senfe. His courfe
of life has been exact, but he hasnever practi-
fed thofe Aufterities that are fo much mag-
nified inthe Churchof Ramr, and among thb
Religious Orders: and as he did not affeétto
practife them, b he did not recommend
them to others ; nor was he fond of thofe
poor Superfistions that are fo much magni-
fied by the tr"ﬂul{mg men of that Church
Burhcgwmn to the Method of the Myftical,
Lsvines , of which, fince your ftudies have
not perhaps lien muci1 that gway, Ifhallgive
you this thort account.

That fublime, but myfterious way of De-
votion, was not fet out by any of the firft
”ﬂfﬂ‘.f nt EI]C Ck#rﬂ‘ﬁ Whth ISIH{'.]*"LL-I 1
great Prejudice df__}llﬂﬁ it ¢ ‘for how many
foever they may be, who have followed it in
the latter f'!.m:a s yet Caffians Collations
which is a work of the midle of the ﬁﬁrh
Century , istheantienteft Book that is writ
in that ftrain : for the pretended Denis the
Arespagite isnow by the confent of all learned
men thought no Eldér than the end of the
fifth or the ht:gmmng of the fixth Century.
Yetafter thefe Books appeared, very few
followed the elevated firains that were in
them : the latter was indeed too dark to be
cither well underftood or much followed. So
that this way of Devotion , if it was praétifed
n
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in Religious Honfes, yet was not much fet
out to the World before . Bernards time,
whole melting ftrains, thoalittle too much
laboured and affeted , yet have fomething
in them that both touches and pleafes : after
him many began to write in that fublime
ftrain; fuch as Thauler, Rufbrachins; Har-
phius , Sufo,but above all Thomas a K empis.
And when for fome confiderable time that
way of wrizing wasdi{continued , it wasagain
raifed up inthe laft Age, with much lufter
by S. Terefa; and after her by Baltafar Alva-
res a fefust: andas England produced a Car-
thufian in King Henry*the fixths time , one
Walter Hilton , who writ the Scale of Perfe-
étion , a Book Inferior to none of theie I
have cited, and morefimple and natural than
mott of them; {o oflate F. Creffy has publithed
out of ¥, BakersPapers ; who was 2. Benedi-
étine ya whole body of that method of Drwsni-
ty and Devorion, 'The right notion of this
way of Devotion is fomewhat hard to be
well underftood, by thofe who have not ftu-
died their . Metaphsficks, and is entangled
with too many of the terms of the School ; yet
I 1hall give it to you as free of thefe as is
poflible. |
With relation to Devotion they confider a
man 1. toree different degrees of Progrefs
and Improvement : the firft is the Ansmal,

or the Imaginative ftate : in which the Im-
prefs




Concerning the QUIETISTS. 15

preflions of Religion work ftrongly upon a
mans Fancy, and his {enfitive Powers : this
ftate1s but low and mean, and futeable to
the Age of a Child; and all the Dewvotion thar
works this way , that raifes a heat in the
Brain ; tenderne(s in the Thoughts , that
draws Sighsand Tears, and that awakens ma-
ny melting Imaginations,is of alow form, va-
riable , and of no great force. Thefecond
ftate is the Rational, in which thofe Refle-
¢tions that are made on Truths, which con-
vince ones reafon , carry one toall futeable
Ac¢ts : thisthey fay isdry, and without mo-
tion ¢ itisa Force which the Reafon puts
upen the Will, and tho uponagreat Variery
'DF Motives, and many Aedstations upon
them , the mind goes thro a great many
Performances of Devotion , yet this is tilla
Force put upon the will, So they reckon
that thethird and higheftftate is ‘the Conrems-

plarive ; in which the #ill is fo united to

God, and overcome by that Union, that in
one fingle Aét of Contemplation , it adores
God, itloves him, and refigns it f€lf up to
him: and without wearying it €1f withadry
multplicity of Aéks,it feelsin one A& of Faith
more force than a whole day of Meditation
can produce. In this they fay that a true Con-
templative Man , fcels a fecret Ioy in God,
and an acquie{cing in his Will; in which the
true elevation of Pevorionlies; and which is

far
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far above either the heats of Fancy, which ac-
company the fir/? {tate,or the Subtilty of Ae-
ditation ., thatbelongsto thefecond ftate: and
they fay, that the perfection ofa Contemplative

Jrareabove the others, appearsinithis, that

wheras all men are not capable of forming
lively fmaginations, or ofa fruittul Invention,
yetevery man is capable of the fimplicity of
contemplation : which isnothing bt the filent
and humble adoration of God , that arifés omt of
apure and guict mind. But becaufe all this
may appear alittle Intricate [ {hall illuftratte
it by afimilitude, which willmake the diffe-
renceofthoft three ffates more {enfibles 1. Aman
that fees the exteriour of another, with whom
he has no acquaintance, and is much taken
with his face, fhape, quality, and meen,
and thishas ablind prevention in his favour,
and a¥orr ofa feeble kindnefs for him , may be
compared to him whofe Devotion confifts in
lively fmaginations , and tender Impreflions
on his lowerand fenfible Powers: 2. A man
that upon an acquaintance with another
fees a great many reafons fo valueand efteem,
both his parts and his Vertues, yet m all
this he feels no inward Charm that over-
comes him , and knits his foul to the other;
{o that how high foever the efteem may be, yet
it is cold and dry , and does not affeét his
heartmuch, may be compared to one whefe

Devetien confifts in many Alts, and much
eMes
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Meditation But 1dly,when a man enters intc
an eatire friendship with anotber, then one
fingle Thought ot his Friend,affects him more
tenderly, than all that variety of refleétions,
which may arife in his mind, where this Us
nionis not felt. And thus they explain the
{ublime flate of Contemplation, And they
reckon that allthe common methods of De-
wotion , oughttobe confidered, onlyas fteps
toraile men up to this ftate: when men reft
and continue 1n them, they arebut deadand
lifelefs Forms: andif theyrife above them ,
they become Cloggs and Hindrances, which
amufe them with many dry Performances,
in which thofe who are of a higher Difpena
fation will feel no pleafure nor advantage,
Therefore the ufe of the Rofary , the daily
repeating the Brewary , together with the
common Devotions to the Saints, are ge-
nerally laid afide by thofe who rife up tothe
Contemplative Stare ; and the chiefbulinefs to
which they apply themfelves, isto keep their
Minds in an inward Calm and Osiser, that
{o they may in f{ilence form fimple As of
Faith, and feel thofe fuwward Aotions and
Diredtions which they believe follow all thofe
who rife up to this Elevation. But be=
caufe aman may be much deceived in thofe
Infpirations , theretore theyrecommend ro
all who enter into thismethod, above all o-
ther things, the choice of a Spiritual Guide,
B who
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owho has a right {enfe and atrue ta{t of thofe

matters, and isby Confequence a Competent
Judge in them.

Thisisall that I will lay before you in ge-
neral, for giving you fome raft of «Mo-
dinos’s Methods; and by this you will both
{ce why his Followers are called Q U 1 K-
TISTS and why his Book is Entitled il Gui -
da Spiritwale. But ifyou Intend to Intorm
your felf more particularly of this matter,
you muft feek for it, either in the Awuthors
that Ihave already mentioned, orinthofe of
which I amto give you fome account inthe
fequel of this Letter. Molinos having it
{feems drunk in the principles of the Contens=
plative Devotion in Spain , where the great
Veneration that is payed to S, Terefa gives
it much reputation, he brought over with
him to Italy a great Zeal for propagatingit.
He cameand fetled at Rome , where he writ
his Book, and entredinto a great commerce
with the men of thebeft Apprehenfions, and
the moft Elevated thoughts that he found
there, Allthat feemed to concur with him
in his defign for fetting on foot this fublimer
way , were not perhaps animated with the
fame principles. Some defigned fincerly to
elevate the World above thofe poorand trit -
ling Superfitions , thatare fo much in vogue,
among allthe Bigotsof the Church of Rome,
but more particularly in Spain and Jraly , and

whj,ch
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which are fo much fet on by almoft all the
Regulars, who fecemto place Religion chiefly
in the exaét performing of them. It was
thought that others entred into thedefign up-
on more Indire&t motives.Some perhapsfrom
theaverfion that they bore the Regulars, were
difpofed toenterrain every thing that might
lead mens Dewvoations into other Channells, and
toaconduét different fromthat prefcribed by
Friers and fefistes, Some perhaps had under-
ftandings good enough to {ee the neceflity
of correting many things in their Wor-
fhip, which yet they durft not attack as
fimply unlawful : fo that it might appear
more fafe to expole thefe things tothe Con-
tempt of the World ; by pretending to raife
men far above them:and thus they might have
hoped to have Introduced a Reformation of
many Abufes without {eeming to doit. In
fine, fome who feemed to enter into this mat-
ter, weremen thatafpiredto fame, and ho-
ped by thismeans to raife 2 Name to them-
{elves ; and to havea Party thatfhould depend
uponthem: forin fuch great numbers as fce-
med to imbark in this defign, it 1s not to be
imagined that all were aéted by the fame mo-
tives, and that every man had as good Inten-
tions as it is probable <Moelines himfelt
had.
In the year 1675. his Book_was firlt pu-
blithed withfive Approbationsbefore it. Oune
2 ot
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of thefe was by the Archbishop of Rhbeggio 3
another wasby the Genéral of the Francsfcans,
who waslikewife one of the Qualificarors of
the Inguifirion : another was by Fa. Martin de
Efparfaa Jefuit, that had been Divinity Pre-
feffor bothat Salamancaand at R eme; and was
at that time a Oualificator of the Inguifition.
Asforthe reft, I refer you to the Book it felf.
The Book was no fooner printed, than it was
much readand highly efteemed both in Fraly
and Spasn. It wasconfidered as a Book writ
with much Clearnefs and great implicity; and
this foraifed the Reputation of the Author,
that his Acquaintance came to be generally
muchdefired: thofe who were in the greateft
credit in Rome, feemed to value themfelves
upon his friendthip. ZLetters were writ to

himfrom all places: fo that acorrefpondence

was {etled between him and thofe whoappro-
ved of hismethod in many different places of
Enrope. Some fecular Pricfls both at Rome
and Naplesdeclared themfelves openly for it :
and confulted him asa fort ofan Oracle upon
many occaftons. But thofe who joyned them-
felves to him with the greateft Heartinefs and
Sincerity,were {omeot the Fathers ofthe Ora-
tory, in particular rhree of the moft Eminent
of thenm, ‘who were all advanced at the laft
promotionot Cardinals, Coloreds, Ciceriybut
above all Petruces ;, who was accounted his
Tsmothy. Iviauy of the (urdimals were alfo

G'i.):
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obferved to court his Acquaintance: and they
thought it nofmall Honour to be reckoned in

the number of Molinoes’s Friends. Such were
Caffanata Azolini and Carpegna 3 but above
all Card. &’ Eftrees. The latt you muit needs
know, 1saman of great Learning:he was Am-
bitious to be thought a Reformer of fome of
thofe Abufes, which arcamong them, that
are Loo grofs to pafs upon aman of his frecdom
of fpirit5 who had been bred up inthe Sarbon,

and had converfed much with Mr. de Launay.

He therefore feemed the moft zealous of all
others to advance Molsnos’s Defign: {o that he
enteredinto a very clofe commerce with him.
They were oft and lﬂng together : and not-
withftanding all the diftruit thar a Spansard
has naturally of a Frenchman , and thatall
men have of one another, who have lived long
at Reme, yct Molinos, who was lincere and
plain-hearted,opened himfelf without referve
tothe Cardinal: and by his means a Corre-
{pondence was {etled berween Adolinos and
1Jr_!mc in Erance: forthothe fpuitsof thofeof
that Narion gogenerally too quick for a. way
of Devorion, that was {erled and !tht, yer
fome were ftrongly Inclined ro favour it even
there. Perhaps 1t might be confidered as a
merhod more like to gain upon Pmn:ﬁam.r,
and to facilitate the Dcefign of the Re-#nion,
that was fo long talked of there. All thefe
things coneurred to raile Molinos’s Cha-

B 3 racter,
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rater, and to render his perfon fo confidera-
ble. W hen the Pope that now reigns, was ad-
vanced to the Throne , which was, youknow,
inthe year 1676, that he took moft particular
notice ofhim: and made it Vifibly apparent,
that even in all thar Exaltation, he thought
it might contributeto raife his Charaéler, if
he were confidered as afriend of Aolines’s and
an Encourager ofhis Defign: For he lodged
himinan A ppartment of tﬁc Palace and put
many fingular Marks of his E{teem on him.
Thismni him become f{till the more Con-
{picuous, whenhe hadthe advantage of Fa-
vour joyned to hisother Qualities: tho he nei-
therfeemed to be fond of it, nor lifted up with
it. HisConverfation wasmuchdefired ;and
many Prieffs came not only to form them-
{elvesaccording tohis Method ,but todifpofe
all their Penetents tofollow it: andit grew
to be fomuch in vogue in R omre ,that all the
Nuns, exceptthofe who had Zefustes totheir
Confefors,began to layafide their Rofaries,and
other Dewvotsons, and to give them{elves much
to the practiceof Mental prayer, Thiswayhad
more Credit given to itby the tranflation of a
French Book , that was writ upon the {fame
{ubject, which Cardinal &’Effrees ordered to
be made. It was writintheform ofa Dialogue,
and was printed in France in the year 1669. by
the Approbarion of fome ot the Doétors of
the Serbon. Iamableto give you nootherac-

' | count
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count of the Aurhor, but that in the ltalian
Tranflation he is called Francis Aallevalla,
a blind Clergy-man. The Book being chicfly
formed upon the model ot §. Terefe , the
Tranflationof it was dedicated to the Difcal-
ciate Carmelites of her Order. This did not
contribute a little for raifing the credic of
Molinos’s Method, fince it appeared to be ap-
proved both in fraly , France and Spain. At
the fame time Fa. Petrucci Writ agreat many
Letters and Treatifes relating to a Contempla-
tive Stete : yer he mixed in many of them,
fo many Rules rclating to the Devotions of
the Quire, thatthere was lefs cccalion given
for ceniurein his Writings: They are a hictle
too tedious 3 but they were writ chiefly for
Nyns andothers, thatperhaps could nothave
apprehended his meaning aright , if he had
exprefled himfelf inacloferftile ,and in fewer
words. Borhthe Fefisites and the Dominicans
began to be alarmed at the progrefs of Qute-
tifm: they faw clearly , that their trade was
in a decay, and muft decay ftill more and
more, if fome ftop was not put to the pro-
gre(s of this new e Method : in order to this,
is was neceflary to decry the Awrhors of it:
and becaufe of all the Imputations in the
world Herefy is that, which makes the grea-
telt Impreflion at Rome , Molinos and his
Followers were givenout tobe Hereticks. 1C
being alfo necellary to faften a particular

B 4 Name
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Name to every new Herefy, they branded
this withthe Name of Owietifin. Books were
alfo writ by fome Jefustes againft « AModinos
and his Method; 1n which there appeared
muchof that Sourne(s and Malignity thar is
thought to be peculiar to the Saciery ; they
were alfo wric with their ufual candor and
fincerity. Oneof the Fathers Seguers ook a
more dectrous Method to decry it.  He be.
gan his Book magnifying the Contemplative
State highly , as Superioyr ro all others;
and blaming thofe who had faid any thing
that fecmed todetraét fromit: yet he corre-
¢ted all this, by faying, that very. few were
capableof it ;and that nene oxght to pretend to
3ty but thofe who were called by Godte fo [u-
blime a State : andby this he feemed enly to
cenfure the Indilcretion of thole Spiritwal
Gusdes, who propofed this way of Devotion
to all perfons, without diftinction.. He alfo
believed, that fuch as were at {ome times
called to 1t, could not remain longin {o high
a ftaté, to which God called men rather tor
{ome happy Minutes, than for a longer con-
tinuance: therefore he thought thatfuch per-
fons as were raifed to it, ought not to fancy

. that they were now got fo faraboveall their

tormer helps, asnever to need them any more :
fo he propofed to them the accultommg
themfelves ftill to Aeditation, andro fupport
themiclves by that when they could not
£0n~

canl
,"l-']l




(‘oncerning the QUIETISTS. 25

contemplate. He cenfured feverely fome of
Molinos’s expreflions, fuch as that, He who
bad God, bad Chriff; asif this were an aban-
doning ot Chrifts Humanity : healfo infifted
much on that ot a fixed looking on God, and
the fu{pfndiﬂg of all the Powers of the Sonl:
but that on which he infifted moft, was
that Molines (whom he never named, tho
he cited his Words, and defcribed him very
plainly) made the Quict of Contemplation to
be a State to which a man could raife him-
{elf ; whereas he maintains, that in this Quiet
the Soul ispaffive , andasit werein a rapture ;
and that the could notraife her felf to ity but
that it was an Immediat and Extraordinary
Favour, which was’ only to. be expected
from God, andwhich an humble mind could
not {o much as ask of him.

Thefe Difputes raifed fo much noife in
Rome , that the fnguifition took Notice of the
whole marrer : Adolinos and his Book , and
£F. Petruccs's Treatsfes and Letters, were
brought under a fecond and feverer Exami-
nation 3 and here the fefuires were confidered
as the Acculers. It is true, one of the So-
ciety, as was tormerly told, had approved
Molinos’s Book ; but they took care that he
fhould be nomore feen at Rome: for he was
jcor away, and it 1s not known whether ,itis
generally believed that he is fhut up wirhin
Fourallsy but what truth fogver may bein
B ; that
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that, he 1s no more vifible, fo careful are
they to have all their Order {peak the fame
Language; andif any fpeakina different ftile
from the relt, they atleaft take care that he
{hall fpeak nomore; yetin this Exames that
was made, both Molinos and Petruccs jufli-
fied themfelves fo well, that their Books
were again approved , and the Aniwers
which the Tefustes had writ, were cenfured
as {candalous: and in this matter Petruccibe-
haved himfelf fo fignally well, that it raied
not only the Credit of the Caufe, but his
own Reputation {o much, that foon after
he was made Bishop of I¢i, which was a
new Declaration that the Pope made in their
Fravours: their Books were now more efteemed
than ever, their Mcthod was more followed,
and the Novelty of it, the oppolition made to
it , by a Sociery that has rendred it felf odious
to all the World, and the new Approbation
that was given to it after fovigorous an Ac-
cufation, did all contributeto raife the Cre-
dit and to encreafe the Numbers of the Party.
F. Petrucci’s behaviour in his Buhoprick ,
contributed to raife his Reputation ftill
higher , fo that his Encmy’s were willing to
give him no more Difturbance; and indeed
there was lefs occafion given for Cenfure by
his Writings, than by Adelino’s little Book ;
whofe fuccin@nefs made that fome Paflages

were not fo fully nor fo cautioufly exprefled,
bug
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but that there was room for making Excep-
rions to them: on the other hand, Petrucei
was rather exceflively tedious, fo thathe had
fofully explained himielf, that he very eafily
cleared fome fmall difficultiesthat were made
upon fome of his Letters: Inthort, every body
was that thoughflt cither fincerely devour,
or thatat leaft afteCted the Reputation ot it,
came to be reckoned among the Owsietsfts:
and if thefe perfons wercobferved to become
more ftriét in their Lives, more retired and
{erious in their mental Devotions, yet there
appeared lefs Zeal in their whole deportment
as 50 the exteriour parts of the Religion of
that Church. They werc not {o afliduous at
Mafs, norio earnefl to procure Maffes to be
faid for their Friends: nor were they fo fre-
quently either at Confeffion or in Proceffions:
{o that the Trade of thofe that live by thefe
things was fen(ibly funk : and tho the new
Approbation that was given to Molinos’s
Book_by the Inquifitzon ftopt the Mouths of
his Enecmies, fo that they could no more
complain of ir, yet they did not ceale to
{catter about Surmifes of all that fort of men,
asof a (abale, that would have dangerous
confequences; they remembred the ftory of
the Nlluminated Men of Spain, and faid, here
wasa Spawn of the fame Sect: theyinfinuated,
that they had ill Defigns, and profound Se-
crets among them; that thele were in their

Hearts
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b Hearts Enemies to the Chriflian Religion;and
it that under a pretence of raifing men to a

| moft {fublime firain of Dewation, they in-
gl tended to wear out of their minds the fenfe of
| the Death and Sacrifice of Chriff, and of the
other Myfteries of Chriflianizy: and becaufe
i | Molines was by his birth a gSpaniard, it has
| been given out of late , that perhaps he was
delcended of a Jewish or Mahomeran Race,
and that he might carry inhis Blood., orinhis
L firft Education, fome Seeds of thofe Religsons,
which he has fince cultivated, with no lefs
" Artthan Zeal: yet this lat Calumny has gai-
e ned but little Credit at Rome ; tho it is {aid,
j that an Order has been {ent to examine the
Regiiters of the Baptifm, in the place of his
Birth, to fee if his Name 1s to be found in it
Or noL.

Thas he faw himfelf attacked with great
vigour, and with an unrelenting Malice. He
: took as much care as was poflible to prevent,
m or to fhake oft thefe Imputarions ; for hé
writ a“'T'reatife, of frequent and dayly Com-
munion , which was likewile approved by
fonie of the moft learned of the Regulars at
Rome, among whom one 15 Martinez a fe-
[Hite,, the Senior Divinity Reader intheir Col-
fedge at Rome, This was printed with his
Spiritual Guide, inthe year 1675. and in the
Preface he protelts, that he had not writ it
with any defiga to engage himfclf into mat-
Lers
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ters of Controverfy, but that it was drawn
from him, by the moft earneft Solicitations
of lome Zealous Perfons. In it he prefieda
daily Cemmunion, by a valt number of Paf~
fages that he cited both out of the Ancient Fa-
thers, and the Schoeolmen; yet he qualified
this and all his other directions in the matters
of Dewotion by thatwhich he conftantly re-
ats, which 1s the neceflity of being con-
uctedin all things by a Spiritual Guide: whe-
ther he intended to foften the averfion that
the Fefwites had to him, by refuting fome
parts of Mr. Arnand's famous Book of Fre-
guent Communion or not, Icannot tell, but
in this Difcour{e he anfwers fome of the Ob-
jeCtions that Mr. Arnaud had made to Fre-
went Communion, and 1n particular, to that
which he makes one main ground of reftrai-
ning men from it, which was the obliging
them to go thro with their Penitence and Mor-
tifications, before they were admitted to the
Sacrament 3 whercas Molinos makes thé
being free of Mortal Sin, the only neceflary
qualification. Inthis Difcourfe one fees more
ofa heated Eloquence, than of fevere or {o-
lid Reafoning : yet it preflts the pomnt of
daily (ommunson, and o an tnward- applica-
rionof Soml to Iefis (hrift, andto his Death,
fo vehemently, that it might have been ho-
ped that this thould have put an end tothole
Surmifes, that had been thrown out to de-
fame
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fame him ; as if he had defigned to lay afide
the Humanity of our Saviour, by his way
of Devotson: but there is no curc for Jea-
louly ; efpecially when Malice and Intereft
areat bottom : {o new matter was found for
cenfure in this Difcourfe. He had aflerted,
that there was no other Preparation necefiary,
but to befree of AMortal Sin: {o itwas given
out, that he intended to lay afide Confeffion:
and tho he had advifed the ufe of a Spirstual
Guide , inthis, as well as in all other things;
yet the neceflity of Confeffion betore Comm-
nion, wasnot exprefled: fothat by this peo-
ple feemed tobefetat Liberty from that Obli-

ation: and it wasf{aid, that what he advifed
with relation to a Spiritual Guide ,1ookt ra-
ther like the taking fome general Directions
and Council from ones Prief#, than the co-
ming alwayes.to him as the e Minifter of the
Sacrament of Pennance betore every Com-
manion ; and to fupport this Imputanion, 1t
was faid, that all of that Cabale had fet
down this tor a Rule, by which they con-
du&edtheir Penitents , thatthey might come
to the Sacrament, when they found themfelves
out of the ftate of AMortal fin , without going
at every timeto Confeffion ; butl will not in-
large further upon the matters of Doitrine or
Devotion , in which you may think that I
have dwelt too long, for a man of my Bree-

ding and Profeffion : and I thould think {o
my
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my felf, if I were not confining my felf ex-
aétly to the Memorials and nformations that
I received at Rome. You will fee by the Ar-
ticlesobjeéted to the Quierifts, and cenfured
by one of the /nguifition, which I fend you
with this Letter, what are all the other
points that are laid to their charge. Only I
muft advertile you of one thing, that their
Friends at Rome fay, that a great many of
thefe Articles are only the Calumnies of their
Enemies, and that they are difowned by
them : but that they have faltned thefethings
on them, to render them odious, and to
make them fuffer with the lefs Pitty: which
is the putting in prattice the fame Maximes
which we objelt to their Predeceflors, who
condemned the Waldenfesand Albigenfes of a
oreat many Errors of which they alwayes
protefted themfelves Innocent: yet the Ac-
cufing them of thofe horrid Opinions and
Praétices, prevailed upon the Simplicity and
Credulity of the Age, toanimate them with
all the Degreesof Rage againfta Sect ofmen,
that were fet forth as Monfters : the fame
Maximesand Politicks are ftill imputed, and
perhaps not without reafon to that fevere
Court, which if you believe many has as
little regard to Juftice as it has to Mercy.
Some have carried their Jealoufies fo far a-
gainft the Quietiffs, as to comparc their
Maxims to thofe of Secrares his Scheol, and

his
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his Followers after his death, when they faw
what his Freedom in fpcahmg openly again(t
the eftablitht Religion had colt him: thev re-
folved to comply with the received Cuftoms
in their exteriour, and not to communicate

their Philofophy to the Vulgar; nor evento °

their Difciples, till they had prepared them
well toit, by traming them long inthe pre-
cepts of Pertxe, which they called the Pur-
gative Stare: and when men were well tried
and exercifed in this, then they communicated
to them their fublimer Secrets : the meaning
of all which was ,in thort, that they would
not difcover thewr Opimons in thofe points
that were contrary to the received Religion,
and to the publick Rstes to any , but tothofe
of whom they were well affured, that they
would not betray them : and therefore they
fatisfied themielves with having trueand jult
notions of things; but they practifed out.
wardly as the Rabble did. +I"m:}« thought it
was no great matter what Opinions were en-
terrained by them, and that none but men of
Noble and elevated Tempers deflerved that
fuch 111'3iim::'l*rmhs thould be r.nm municated
rothem , and that the herd of the ff‘rfgm neci-
ther were worthy nor capable of ‘Truth,
whichis toopure and too high athing for *’Uu
mean and bafe minds. The Affivity of the
matter makes me remember a converfation
that I once had with one of the watuell
Clergy-
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Clergy-men of France, who is likewife eftee-
mcd one of the Learnedft Menin it 5 He faid,
TheWorld could not bear a Religion calcularid
only for Philofophers: The geople did not know
whatst wasto think andtogovern themfelves by
the Impre(fions that abffracted th osghts made on
their minds: they muft have outivard things to
firike upon their fenfes and Imaginationi, toa-
mufe, toterrifyandtoescite them: [i legends,
dreadful {tories and a pompous Worthip were
neceffary tomake the Impre(fions of Rel igion ge

" deepinto [uth cour(e fouls: for a Lancet, {a1d
. he, canopen a vein | bue an Axe muft fell

downaTree; {oheconcluded ,thatthe Refor-
mation bad reduced the Chriftian Religion to
{gr&féwruerms, that among usit was only a
cligion for Philefophers: and/fince fesw were
capableof that [frength of thought : he conclu-
ded, that ifthe Churchof Rome had perbaps
too much of this exterionr pomp,thofeof the Rc=
formation hbad fFript it teomuch, and had nor
leftenongh of garnishing , and of the bells and
feathers for amufing the rable. Thefpeculation
{feems pretty enough, if Religion were to be
confidered only as a contrivance of ours, to be
fitted by us to the tempers and humours of
People; andnotas a Body of Divine Truths c
that are conveyed to usfram heaven.
Thus was Molinos’s method cenfured or

approved in Rome, according tothe different

Apprehenfions and Interefts of thofe thas
Bl & | made
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made RefleGtions upon it. But the fefiites fine
ding they were not fo omnipotent in this Pon-
tificate , as they have been formerly, refolved
to carry their pointanother way. 1 need not
tell you how greatan Afcendant F. la Chaife
has gained over that Monarch , that has been
folong the terronr of Europe: and how much
allthe Order isnow in the Interefts of France.
TheZeal with which that King has been extir-
pating Herefy , Furnishes them with abun-
dance of matter for high Paﬂ;g}r:'cé;;ﬁncc that
which in the opinion of many will pas down
to pofterity , for the lafting reproach of a
Rezgn, which inits former parts has {eemed
to approach even to Anguftus’s Glory, but
has received in thisa ftain, which with Indit-
ferent men pafles for a blind, poor-1j pirited and
furious Bigortry, andis reprefented by Prote-
frantsas acomplication ofasmuch Treachery
and Cruelty as the World ever faw 53 yct
among the bigotsit is fetforth as the brighteft
fide of that Glorious Reign:and therefore it has
been often cited by them with relation to the
cold correfpondence thatis obferved tobebe-
tween the Cogrts of Romesand thatatPerfailles,
that nothing was more Incongruous, thanto
feethe Head of the Chureh difpute fo obfti-
natly withits Eldeft fon fucha trifle,as the mat-
ter of the Regale, and that with fo much ea-
gernefs ; and that he thew’d fo little regard

to fo great a Monarch, that feemed to facrifice
all
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ailhis own Imzereffs tothole of his Religion 3
Itis believed, that the fefuits at Reme , propo-
ied the marter of Molsnosto F,le Chaife,asa fit
reproach ta be made to the Pope, inthat Kings
name, that while he himfelt was Imploying
all poflible means to extirpate ferefy ourof his
Dominions. 'The Pope wascherithing it in his
own Palace: and that while the Pope preren-
ded to fuchan unyielding Zeal for the Rights
ofthe (hurch , he was entertaining a perfon
who was corrupting the dofrine, or at leaft
the devotion, ofthatBedy, of which he had
the honourtobe the Head. Bus herel muft
add a thing which comes very uneafily from
me, and yet Icannotkeep my word to you,
of giving you a faithful account of all that I
could learn of this matter at Reme, without
mentioningit. Ido not pretend to affirm it
istrue; forlonly tell you whatis believedat
Rome, and not what I believe my felt , nor
what I would have you to believe; for I know
you have fo high an efteem ot Cardinal 4’£-
fErees, that you willnoteafily believe any thing
thatis to his Difadvantage. It is then faid,
that be being commanded by the Orders that
were {fent um from the (omre of France, to
prolecure Molinos with all poflible vigour,re-
folved tofacrifice his old Friend , and all thar
is facredin Friendship, o the Paffion he has for
His Mafters Glory ; finding then that there
Was not matter enough for an Accufaton
Ca : againft
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againft Molinos , herefolved to fupply that
defeét himfelf; fo that he, who was ence as
deep as any manalive in the whole Secret of
this Affair , wentand Informed the fnguifition
of many particulars , for which tho there was
no other evidencebut his T'eftimony ; yet that
was {ufficient to raife a great Storm againit
‘Molinos; and upon this delation, be and a
few others of histriends were putin the Jngus-
fition ; butthis wasmanagedifo fecretly, that
allthat is pretended to be known concerning
ity is ythatuponanew Profecution both Me-
Jinas and Petrncci were brought before the
Inquifition in 168 4. Petrucei was {foonabfolved;
for there was folittle objeéted to him, and he
anfwered that with fo much Judgement and
"Temper,  that he was quicklydifmiffed ; and
tho Molinoes’s matter was longerin agitation;
yetis was generally expécted that he fhould
have been acquitted. In conclafion, aCorre=
fpondence held by himall Exrope over, was
objeéted to him: bur that could beno Crime;,

unlefs the matter of that Correfpondence

was Criminal : fome fufpitionspapers were
found inhis Chamber, but as he himfelf ex-
plained them, nothing could be made out of
them, tillCardinal & Eftreesdelivered a Les-
ser and a Mefiage trom the King of France to
the Pope, as was formerly mentioned ¢ and
that the Cardinaladded , that he himfelfcould
prove againft Molines , more than was ne-
ceflary

| =
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ceffary tothew that he was guilty of Herefy.
The Popefaidnota word tothis , butleft the
matter to the Inguifitors; and the Cardinal
went to them , and gave other fenfes of thofe
doubtful Paflages, that were in Moelinos’s
Books and Papers, and pretended thathe knew
from himfelf, what bis true Meaning in them
was. The Cardinal owned, that he ﬁad lived:
with him in'thé Appearances of Friendihip:
buthe faid, he bad early fielled out an 1ll de=
defign inall that matter; thathe faw of what
danggrousconfequence it wasliketo be; but
yet, -that he might fully difcover what was av
the bottom ofit, he confefled , hefeemedto
aflent to feveral things, which he detefted ;
and thatby chis means he faw into their fecret,
and knew all the fteps theymade, heftillcaus
tioufly obfervingall that pattamong them till
it fhould be neceflary for him todilcoverand
crufh this Cabal. 1 need not tell you how
leverely this is cen{ured, by thofe who be-
liveit, L would rather hope, that it is not
true, how pofitively foever it may be affir-
medat Reme; butthoitis hard to reconcile
fuch a way of proceeding with the common
rules of human Society and of Vertue, yetat
Romea Zeal for the Fasth , and againit Herefie,
{uperfedesall the Bonds of Morality or Hu-
mainty ywhichare only the common#ertues of
Heathens, | _
In{hort, “what truth foever may be in this
W O par-
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articular, relating tothe Cardinal,itiscer-
tain that Molinos was claptup by the Ingnifi-
riomin May 1685. and {oanend was puttoall
Difcouriesrelating to him: and inthis filence
the bufinefs of the Owieriffs was laid to {leep 5
till the ninth of February 1687 .that ofa fudden
it broke ouragain in a much more furprifing
manner.

The Count Vefpiniani and his Lady, Don
Paulo Rocchs, Confeffor to the Prince Borg-
befe, and fome of his family, with {everal
others, inall 7o perfons,wereclaptup.Among
whom many were highly efteemed both for
their Learning & Piety. The thingslaid to the
charge ofthe(hurchmen were theirneglefting
to fay their Breviary; and forthe reit, they
were accufed for theirgoing to Communion
without a going at every time firft to Confe[-
fion : and inaword, it was{aid, that they ne-
gleéedall the exterior parts of their Religion ,
and gave themielves up whollyto Selitude and
inward Prayer.The Countefle Vefpiniansmade
agreat noiicof this matter; forthefad, fhe
had never revealed her Merhod ot Devotion to
any Mortal , but to her Confeffor, and fo it
was not poflible that it could come to their
knowledge any other way , but by his be-
traying that Secrer: andfhe faid, it wastime
for propleto give over going to Confeffion , 1
Priefts made this ufeof it, to dilcover thofe
who trufted theirfecreseft Thoughts to them é

an
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and therefore fhe faid, that inall time coming,
{he wouldmake her Confeffions only ro God.
This had got vent, and I heard it generally
talkedupand down Rome: fo the Inguifitors
thought it more fitting to difmifs Herand her
Hufband, than to giveany occafionto leflen
the credit of Cenfeffion; they were therefore
letoutof prifon, but they were bound to ap=

ear whenfoeverthey thould be called upon.
Fcanrmt exprefs to you, the Contiternation
- thatappearedboth in Romeand in many other
parts of Jealy,when in 4 months time about 200
perfons wereput in the Inguifition : and that
allofthe fudden, a Method of Devotion, that
had paffed up and down Italy for the higheft
Elevation to which mortals couldafpire, was
found to be Heretical , and that the chief

promoters of it were thut up in prifon,
But the moft furprifing part of the whole
ftory,was,that the Popehim {elf came to be fuf- |
pefted as a favourer of this new Herefy : fo
that on the 13th. of February fomewere de- '
puted by the Cowrt of the Inquifition to exa-
minhim, not in the qtl;lahl'}? of Chrsfts Vicar ,

or St. Petersfucceffor , butinthe {ingle quality
of Beneditt Odefcalchi : what pafled in that
Audience, was too greata Secret for me to be
able to penetrate into it: but upon this there
were many and itrange Difcourfes up and
down Rome ; & while we Hereticks were upon
shat asking, where waE the Popes Infallsbilit yE
4
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Iremember a very pretty Anfwer that was
mademe. They faid, the Popes Infallibility
did nét flow trom any thing that was Perfonal
in him'; butfrom the care that Chrift had of
his Chureh : fora Pope, faid oné, may be a
Heretick ashe is a private’ man: but Chrift,
who faid to St. Peter, feedmy sheep , willcer-
tainly fo order matters that the Pope thall never
decree Herefy , and by confequence {hdllnever
givethe flock Poyfon inftead of the Bread of
Life; while the Popes Herefy was only a perfo-=
malthing ;' it could have no other efteét but to
damn himfelf: but if hedecreed Herefy, this
corrupred the whole Church :and fince Chriit
had committed all the flock tothe Popes care
it ought tobebelieved, that he would never
{ufter them to pronounce Herefj ex Cathedra,
as they call it.* Thishad fome colour in it ,
thatwas plaufible : butthe fhiftof which ano-
ther ferved himfelf, feemed Intolerable. He
faid, the Pope could never decree Herefy: for
which he argued thus:he muftbe aHeretickbe-
fore lie can d%zcrcc it; and upon that he gave me
many Aurhorities to prove, that inthe minute
that the Pope became a Heretick,, hefell ipfo
faélo from his Dignity ; and therefore he faid,
the Pope could not decree Herefy; for he muit
have fallenfrom his Chair, and have forfeired
his Authority , before he could poffibly doit :
to that he was no more Pope. 'This lookr fo

made

like a Juggle of the Schools, that Iconfefsit

mad
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made no great Impreflion on me. Imaging
whata thing it would be,to {eea King accufed
of Treafonby one of hisown Cosrts; and then
you have fancied fomewhat that comes near
thisattempt of the Inguifition’s : which being
a Cowrt authorifed by the Pope, yet had the
Boldnefs to examin himfelf: and it had cer-
tainly been an odd piece of News, if upon the
Popes Anfwers , the Inguifition had ffained him
with the Imputation ot Herefy,and had lodged
himin the Minerva. Upon the difcourfeto
which this gave occafion, I have heard the
Authority ofthe Court of Inquifition magmfied
to fo Extravagant a degree, that fome have
afferted, it was in {fome refpets [sperionr
eventothe Pope himfelf. Two days after
that, the Fnguifition {fent aCircular Lerter to
Card. Cibo, asthe chief Minifter , to be fent
by him allabout Zzaly, of which I fend you a
Copy in Jtalian : for tho it ought to havebeen
writ in Latin, yet I do not know how it
came to be writ in Italian : forthe writing it
in the Vulgar language , was cenfured not
only as an Indecent thing, butasthat which
made the matter more publick; it was ad-
drefled to all Prelats; and it warns them,
that wheras many Schools and Fraternitics
were formed infeveral partsof Ztaly, in which
fome perfons, under a pretence of leading
people nto the Wayesof the Sparst, andtothe
prayer of guietnef, theyinftilled in them many

Y o abo-
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abominable Herefies;thereforea ftricte charge
was given to diffolve all thefe Socreties: and
to oblige all the Spiritual Guides to tread in
the known Paths: and in particular, to take
care,that none of thatfort fhould be fi uffered to
have the Direétion of the Nunneries , Order
was likewife given to proceed in the way of
Juftice againit thofe who fhould be found
guilty of thefe abominable Errors. After this
a {triCt enquiry was made into all the Nunne-
riesof Rome; formoft of their Direétors and
Confeffonrs were found tobe engaged into this
new Meirhod. Ilowasfound that the Carmelstes,
the Nuns of the Conception, of the Paleftrina,
and Albano, were wholly given up to Prayer
and Contemplation , and that inftead of their
Beads, and their Hours , and theother Devo-
tiens to Saints, or fmages, they were much
alone, and oft in the Exercife of Menral
Prayer:and whenthey were asked,why they
had laid afide the ufe of their Beads, and their
antient Foras; their Anlwer was, that their
Diveftorshad advifed them 5 to wean them-
{elves from thele things, as being but Rude
Beginnings, and Hindrances to their further
progrefs: they juftified alfo their Praftice
from thofe Beoks that hadbeen lately publi-
thed by the approbation of the In quifitors
themfelves, fuch as Molines and Petruccs’s
Books. Whenreport was made of this mat-

ter to the Jnguifivion , they fentOrders to take
out
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out of the Nens hands all thofe Boaks, and
{uch Forms of Devotion as were written in
thatftrain ; and they required them to return
a%::il;n to the ufe of their Beads , and their other
abandoned Forms , which wasno fmallmorti=
ficationtothem. The Circular Letter pro-
duced nogreat effeéts ; for moft of the Zralian
Bishaps were either extream unconcerned in
all thofe matters,or werelnclined to Molinas’s
. Method: and whereas it was Intended, that
this as wellasall the other Orders that come
from the Inquifition , thould he kept fecret,
yetitgotabroad , and (gpies of it were in all
peoples hands , fo that this gave the Romais
the moreoccafion to difcourfe of theie mat-
ters , which troubled the Ingusfirors ex-
treamly, who love not to have the World

look into their Proceedings, nor to defcant
upon them : they blamed Card. (6o, as if
this matter was grown {o IubliCk by his means:

but he on the other hand blamed the faguiff-
tors for it , and his Secretary blamed both.
Itwas alfo {aid, thatthe Pope was not pleas
fed with Card. Cibo’s condué, and that he
thought he had fuffered this matter to go too
far, without giving a check to the /ngui/i-
tors, When it might have been more ealily
done ; wheras now matters are gone Lo
that height , that many think they cannot
end without fome yery great Scandal.
For the Quglity of the Prifonersis confiderable;

fome
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fome of Cardinal Petrucci’s Domefticks, and
both his Secretary and his Nephew were of
the Number; and tho the Cardinal himfelk:
came to Rome foon after, yet he was there
for fome time dncognito. 1tis generally belie-
ved, that both he and the Cardinal Caraffa,

. and Cardinal Ciceri, who is Bifhop of Como,

are in great apprehenfions of a ftorm from
the Ingnifition: and the Ceremaony of giving
them their Hats being {o long delayed, was
generally afcribed to fome complants that
it {eems the Inguifizors made ; yerin Conclu«
{ion they appeared in Publick , and had there
Hars given them, The Duke of Cers, Don

| Liwio, that isthe Popes Nephew , is believed
#tobe de€ply engaged in the matter: for the

Count Pefpinians , who was firk feifed on, is
his particular Friend and Favorite : and 1s2
{ort of a Domeftick of his. Don Livie him-
{elf is likewife a perfon of a Melancholy
Temper , that is much retired; and thisac
prefent is enough to make a man pals there
for a Quictift. He went from Rome to a
Houfe he has not far from Civisavecchia, to
avoid, as was thought, the falling into the
hands of the Znguifitors. 'The Pope writ oft
for him, before he could prevail with him
to return ;3 and it was faid, that he did not
think himfelf {ecure even after all the Affu-
rances that the Pope gavehim, that no harm
thould come to him; for it might be juitly
enough
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enough apprehended , that the JTugwifitors,
who had been {o hardy as to examin the
Pope, would make no Ceremony with his
Nephew , if they found matter againft him.

ﬁut among all that were clapt up, Father
Appiani was the man that {urprifed the Ro-
mans the moft: he was feifed on the firft Sun-
day of April; he wasciteemed the learnedeft
and Eminenteft 7efwite that was in the whole
Roman Colledge. Thisdidnot a little morti-
fie the Society 3 one of their Fathers had
approved of Molines’s Book, and now ano-
tﬁcr was found tobe engaged in this matter:
upon which a Prieff, that was indeed no
Friend to their Order, faid tome, thar thi
was their true Genins, to bave men among them
of all fides 5 that fo which fide foever pre-
vailed, they might have fome among them,
that fhould have a confiderable fhare in the
Honour of the Victorious. And thusit Moe-
linos’s Method had been eftablithed , then
they would have gloried as muchin Efparza
and Appiani , as they are now afhamed of
them. Itis likelythatthey had notdifecovered
Appians’s favouring the party , otherwife no
doubt they had been before-hand with the
Inguifition, and had fhut him up as they did
Efparza ; and {o have covered themielves
from the reproach of having a man that fas
voured Herefy among them. But the Con-
fidence of that Sacsery 1s an Original ; and {I-llﬂcc
I have
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I have this occafion to mention them, I'will
here digrefs a little from the bufinefs of
Quicetifm, to give you account of fomeof their
Practices at Rome , with relation to English
Affairs , with which I was made acquainted
during my ftay there. |

There isa fefuse belonging to the English
Houfe; F. Cann,well known in England, by
fome of his Writings, and in particular by
one againft the Qath of Allegeanice, in which
he pleads for the Popes Power of depoling
Princes; it feems he was {orry to {eethat the
Difcourfe which he had writ againft the ta-
king that Oath , hadno bettereftect, and that
the Papifts generally took it : fo he refolved
to carry this matter further, therefore tho
he had no other Charater but that of a Fa-
ther ot the Society ; he propofed at R gmsé, that
a formal Oath, abjuring the Oath of Alle-

geance, fhould be taken by all whe had ta-

ken the other; and that for all that thould
be received to be Students in that Houfe, in
all time coming, they fhould be bound by an
Oath never to {wear the Qarhof Allegeance :
fince he faid, a time mightcome; in which 1t
thould be neceflary for their Interefts, that
they thould be under no fuch tie to a Here-
tical Prince: Bur becaufe it wasnot fafe for
them to enjoin any new Qarb, without an
order from the Conrs of the Rota, according
to the Forms there, it was neceflary to pre=
fent

{ent
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fent a Memorial for this: and thar ought to
come from the Proteltor of the Nation con-
cerned : So he ought to have addreffed him-
{elf to Cardinal Howard; but the Cardinal’s
temper 5 and his principles, withrelation to
Civil Obedience, were (o well known , that
F. Cann thoughttocarry the bufinefs without
his having any fharein it. Yethe found him-
| {felf miftaken; for theZudgesofthe Rotawere
furprifed atthe Propofition, and gave notice
of it to the Pope, who lookt upon it as a
thing of very bad confequence : and askt
Cardinal Howard, if it had been fet on by
any dire&ion from him; for it feems his Name
was made ufe of, tho without his know-
ledg. The Cardinal was furprifed atit, and
highly refented the Impudence of F. Cann:
He f{ent a Complamt of it tothe Gemeral of
the Society, who, to give the Cardinalfome
content; gave Cann a Reprimand, and fent
him out of Rome: But the Ilefustes carry a
Grudge in their Hearts to the Cardinal for
this , and other things : and this appeared
very vifibly during the Earl of Cafflemasn’s
Embaflay: fortho he lodged for fometime in
the Cardinal’s Palace, yethe gave mmfelfup
fo intirely to the Conduét of the Pefuizes,
that the Cardinal was quite thut out of the
Councils : and while Fa. Morgan came atall
hours to the Ambaffadenr, even in his night
Gown and Shippers, which was thought
an
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an unufual thing at Rome, where publick
perfons live in an exactnefs of Ceremony:
once the Cardinal was made to wait 1 the
Antichamber, while the Father was within
entertaining the Ambaffadour in this lafy
drefs ; who coming out in it, the Cardinal
was fo provoked at this Indignity; that was
done him , andat the Zefiizes Infolence, that
he threatned to fling him down ftairs, if he
ever prefumed to come within his Houfe a=
gain in_that Habit : and indeed, 2 Cardinal
makes fo greata figure in Rome, that{uch an
ufage of him was thought a little Extraordi-
nary, butthe Cardinalis of fo mild a temper,
and the Iefuites are fo violent, as to be rec-
koned the Horns of the Beaft , that no won-
der if 4 Sympathy of temper made the
Ambaffador fall in morenaturally with them.
 But I will now return to the Quietifls,
from whom, the particular regardthat I hear
to the Order of the ITefiites ,has diverted me
fo long. The Prifons of the Holy Office were
full , and the Terrour of this matter had
ftruck fo many, that no body could guefs
when or where it thould ftop. Itisfaid,that
the Inguifitours have found in {fome of their
E.xaminations , that they have to do with
men that are learneder than themfelves: and
that their Prifonersare ﬁeadc{ and refolute. It
is alfo faid, that their Friends abroad have ex-

prefled a great concern for them, and for
i, the
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the caufe of their Sufferings, and that many
Letters have been writ to the Inquifitors
withing them to confider well what they do
to their Prifoners; and affuring them, that
they will maintain their Interells: and that
they are ready to feal them with their Blood.
It is certain, the Pope and Cardinal Cibo are
much troubled, to fee that this matter s
one fo far, and is now fo much talked of,
%ﬂl‘dinal Petrucci i1s {till much in the Popes
favour, and was fuffered not longago to go
vifit Melinos, with whom he hada long con-
verfation all alone; but the fubjeét and the
effects of itare not known: yet afevere Sen-
tence is expected againft «Molinos. Thofe
that fpeak the mildeft, think he will be a
Prifoner for lite: but a little time will thew
more thanl can prefume to tell you. It is a
| ternble thing to have the whole body of the
| Regnlars aganft one, who according to the
eftimate that is made at Kome, are about

| 50coco. Perfons, and of that number it is
| 1aid the Zefustes make 40000. In the City of
| Naples alone it is believed the Regulars and
| other Ecclefiafticks amount to 25000. {0 it 13
| verylikely , that when fuch Bodies, and A4, -
| linosare nthe ballance,Cajaphas’s Refolution
| may oncemore take place : /z is expedient thap
| oneman should diesrather than thar thofe Nats.
ons of Regulars (hould erish yor their Trade

| and Profitsbelefsned. But to comeroan end,
: D the
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the Tnauifitors have prepared the worldforany
Judgments that they may pafs in this matter,
by ordering one of their number, to draw up
a Cenfure of 19. Articles , which he pretends
to have colle@ted out of the Writings and
Dottrines of the Quierifts, and thusby repre-
{fenting them {o odioufly , they have as much
as in them lies, prevented thofe Compaflions
which may perhaps bekindled by the (uffe-
rings of thofe whom they may condemn as
guilty of thofe cenfured Opinions. 1 have
now given you all the Informations that 1
could pick up of this matter, with all pofli-
ble fincerity; for I have reprefented thisbu-
finefs to you, juft as it was fet before my felf,
without making any Additionsto it, orinter-
pofing my poor judgment in {uch a matter,
which I leave to you, and to fuch asyou ate.
1 conclude, referringyou for a further light
into this Affair to the Cenfure of the nguifi-
20rs y which I procured in Jtalsan , for tho pro-
bably itis written Originally 1n Latin, yet 1
could not get a Copy of the Latin Cenfure,
and fo was forced to centent my felf with
this that follows. It appearsby it; how low
the ftudy both of Diwuznity and of the Screp-
sures is {unk at Rome: fome few firiCtures
will be found on the Margin of the Englssh
Tranflation of this Cenfur, which I have ad-
ded , becaufe fome perhaps may defire to {ee

this , who do not underftand Italian,
The
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THE
CIRCULAR LETTER,

That was fentabout 7taly, by the
Order of the rmquifition.

Em™ ¢ R™ Sige mio Off™

Sfendo venuto 2 notitia di quefta Sacra Con-
E gregatione, che in diverfi luoghid’lralia i vadi-
no poco 4 poco erigendo, e torfe anche fi fiano
eretee certe Scuole © Compagnie, Fratellanze, o
Radunanze, G con altro nomi, O nelle Chiefe, o
nelli Oratorii, o in Cafe private a tirolo di Confe-
renze Spirituali , 6 fiano di fole Donne, & di foli
Huomini , 0 mifti, nelle quali alcuni direttori Spi-
rituall inefperti della vera via dello Spirito calcata
da Santi, e forfe anche malitiofi fotto titolo d’inftra-
dare Panime per. I'Oratione, che chiamano la
la Quiete, o di pura Fede interna , 0 conaltri ne-
me, benche dal principioapparifca s che perfuadino
maflime d’ifquifita perfettione , ad ogni modo da
certi principit mal’intefi, e peggio pratticati vanno
infenfibilmente inftillando nella mente de femplici
diverfi graviffimi errori, che poi abortifcono anco
in aperte Erefie , & abominevoli laidezze con dif:
capito irreparabile di quelle anime, che per folo
Zelo diben fervire 4 Dio fi mettono in mano di im-
plice Direttori, come pur troppo ¢ noto efler fequi-
to in qualche luogho. Hanno percié quefti miei
Em. Signori Colleghi Generali [uquifitori flimaro
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opportuno di fignificare & V. E.con laprelente che
fi fa circolare 2 jtutti gll Ordinarii d’ltalia ; acci fi
compiaccia d’invigilare fopra qualfivogha nuove
adunanze fimili diverfe dalle gid pratticate & appro-
vate ne luoghi Cattolici , e trovandone de tali onmi-
namente, le abolifca;ne permetta in avenire che
$n modo alcuno ne vengano inftituire, & infifta,
chei DirettoriSpirituali caminino Ja" ftrada battura
della pertettione Chriftiana, fenza affettare fingo-
larita divie di Spirito, conavvertire {opra tutto, che
nefluna perfona fofpetta di novita fimili s’ingerifcaa
diriggere ne in voce, neinfcritto le monache ; accio
chenon entri ne’ Monafterii quella pefte, che pur
troppo potrebbe contaminare la {piritual intentione
di quefte Spofe del Signore. 11 che tutto i ri-
mette alla prudenza dell’ E. V. con che pero non
s'intenda con quelle provifionali, cheella fara per
fare preclufa la via di procedere, anche per via di
giuftitia: quando f (copriffero in qualch:dperibna
tali errori non efcufabili. In tanto fiva qui digeren-
do la materia, per poter & {uo tempo auvertire il
Chriftianefimo degli errorida evitarfi. Ele Bacio,

x§. Febrari , 2687.

THE
CIRCULAR LETTER,

Put in Eunglish

Moft Eminent, or Moft Reverend Lord:

F11S Holy Cﬂﬁgr:gnrirm , having re-

ceived Advertifement, thacthereare fome
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in dwvers places of fzaly, that by little and
lietle are erecting, or perhapsthat have alres-
dy erected, {ome Schools , Companies , Frater-
uities y or Affemblies, under fome other Dea
nomination , cither in Churches , Chappels,
or in private Hoxfes, under the pretence of
Spiritual Conferences 5 and thefe confifting
either only of Women, or only of Men, or of
| both Sexes together, in which fome Spiritnal
| © Guides, that are unacquainted with the true
way of the Spirit, in which the Saints have
trod, and that are perhaps men of ill defigns,
do under the pretence of leading Souls by the
Prayer of Quietnefs , asthey call it, orof Pure
Inward Fasth , or under any other name, in
which tho in the beginning that they carry
men, by Maxims that arc of the higheit
pertection,yetat laft they by certain principles,
that are ill underftood, and worfe practifed,
do infenfibly infule into the mindsof the fim-
ple, divers grievous Errors, that do break
out into open Herefy, and to abominable
Practices, to theirreparable prejudice of thofe
Souls, who out oftheir fingle Zeal to ferve
God well, putthemf{elves in the hands of fuch
| {imple Direétors, which is too notorioufly
| known to have fallen out in fome places. In
confideration of all this, my moft Eminent
| Lordsand (blleagues , the Inguifiters General,
have thought fit to fignify this to you, by this
| Circular Letter , which is fent toall the Or«
D 3 dinarizs
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dinaries of Italy, that {fo youmay be pleafed,
to watch over all fuch new Aflemblies, that
are different from thofe thatare practifed and
approved in other Catholick places: and that
where you find any fuch, you abolifh them
entirely, and {uffer them nottobeany further
advanced ; and thatyoutake care that Spsri-
tual Direttors thall tread in the beaten Paths
of Chriftian Perfeltion, withoutaffeCting any
Singularity inthe Wayes of the' Spiriz: andthat
aboveall other things, you take care, that no
perfon fufpected ofthefe Novelties, be fuf-
fered to thruft himfelf into the direction of
Nunneries, either by Word or Writing : that
{o this Pe(t may not enter within thofe Houfes;
which maytoo much corrupt the Spiritual In-
tention of thofe Spoufes ot Chriff.  All this is
referred to your prudence :*but with all this
provifional care, itis not to be underftood as
if hereby the proceedings in the way of Juftice,
were to be hindred, in cafe any!perions are
found to hold inexcufable Errors.: In the
mean while , care is taken fo to digeft this mat-
ter , that Chriftendom may be in due time ad-
vertifed of thofe Errorsthat areto beavoided.

Rome the 15.0f February, 1687.
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Opinions of the Quietrfis,

Preparﬁd for the Ingu%‘ﬁﬁn.

Errovi principali di guellr, che efercitano
| I'Oratione di Quiete, co’ le Rifpofie.

| 1, Lﬂ. Contemplatione, o vero Orationedi Quie-

; te confifte in conftituirfi alla prefenzadi Dio;
| conun attodi Fedeofcura , pura, & amorofa, e di-
| poi fenza paffarpiu avanti, € fenza ammertere dif-
| corfo, fpecie, 0 penliero alcuno , ftarfene coli otio-
| fo; par efler contrario alla riverenza dovura a Dioil
| replicare quel puriffimoatto , il quale pero ¢ di tanto
| merito , € vigore, che contiene in fe, anzi fupera
| con gran vantaggio- tutti infieme li meriti dellealtre
virti , € perfevera tutt’ il tempo della vita , mentre
| non firitratti con un atto contrario : Onde non ¢
necelfario reiterarlo, erepiicarlo.
CiNsuRA € R1srosT A4

Niun® atto di Fede ci conttituifle prefentid Dio,

il quale & dentrod noi per indifpenfabile neceflita
della {ua Immenfitd, e pero fpeffo dicevano Elia,
Michea , & altri Profeti; VE&: Deus in eujus confpethi
4 flo.
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flo. E con Agoftino dicono i Teologi: In Deo vi- |
vimg, movemur, ¢ [umus. Dunque I'atto di Fede, per-
che fuppone Peflere della Creatura, fuppone quefta §
gia prima nella prefenza di Dioy e folamente fara
raflegnatione di Spirito nelle bracciedella Divinira.
Intorno i duefta all’hora fard contemplatione,quan- 8
do I’Anima contemplara, e nonfara otiofa, doppo
il primo atto di Fedeofcura, pura, & amorofa. i
poifalfitd evidente il dire, che non fono neceffarii
altri buoni atti. L"Atto buono, per effer finito,
migliorabile, per mezzo della continuatione di fimili 8
atti. INe'la moltiplicatione di atti virtuoli e’ con- §
trario alla riverenza dovura 3 Dio, perche Iddio §
non fi tedia, O impedifce , effendo libero da’ ogni
paflione, & in tanto non conviene replicare atei §
riverentiali a® Maggiori del Mondo, in quanto, che
quefti, fecondo che porta I'efperienza,fonoalterabili, |
impedibili, 6 tediabili della vifta di fimil: arti fre-
quentati. L’atto dunque infe fteffo buono, molti- &
plicato fari un buono maggiore, ¢ perdda’ Dioap- &
provato , a pit rimunerabile, che un’ atto folo.
Nella Contemplatione poifi ftd in atto di operare, e
non oftinatamente fopra I'atropaffato, eflendo il

Contemplare l'operare mentalmente , ancorchealtro

1. Scnza la Contemplatione ,per mezzo della
meditatione.non pud darfi un paflo nella Perfet-
rione.

re. Per meditarfi dal Chriftiano precifamente la 38
Paflione di Chrilto, fi riflette, che per amor dell’
Huomo tanto pati un Dio, unde puo rifolvarf a ria-
marlo, e volerlo obedirein che commanda, e met-
tere in prattica (con la gratia di Dio, che fémpre ¢ in3
Noi)tal fanta deliberatione. Durique permezzo dellag
Meditatione pud beneincaminarfil' Anima alla per-%
fertione, Annifenza contemplare, ¢ fenzamedicares
' : purcha!

| i X
anco vi{i richieda. i
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purche s’opri fecondo 1i Leggi, con I'ajuto di Dio
fipuo ogn’ uno falvare; non fi falva poi chi non &
perfetto, & Amico di Dio. Dunque ¢ falfilima
I"opinione contenuta nel {econdo Capo.

1II. La Scienza, e Dottrinaanche Teologica , e
Sacra, ¢d'impedimento , e repugnanza alla Con-
templatione , dellaquale non pollono dar giuditio
gli Huomini Dotti, ma folo li Meditativi, ¢ Con-
templativi.

R.. La Dottrina Teologica notifica {tabili innoj
I'Oggetto della Contemplatione , che dicono i
Quierifti effer la Divina Eflfenza. Dunque in noi
& compinibile con la Contemplatione, alla quale
fe la Tcologia repugnaffe Dlifteffo farebbe efler
Contemplativo, ¢ nulla faper d’Iddio Teologal-
mente, ¢ coli Agoltino, e gli altri Santi Dottori,
e Luminari della Chiefa , perche erano {cientifici,
{i doverebbero incapaci efler {tati della Contem-
platione. Il che ¢ falfo, imperoche Dio, che in-
flitui il Sacerdotio, come Minifteroil piu degno,
non v’¢ ragione , che habbia voluto i Sacerdotiy
maa’che non foflero Contemplativi, gid che volfe
col Sacerdotio unita la Sciénza, mentre nella Sa-
cra Scritrura minaccio per Ofea Profetra d chi di-
fprezzatore della Scienza efercitava il Sacerdotio.
Tu repulifli fcientiam, € ego repellamte, ne Sacerdotio
fungaris mibi. Ertralafcio altre Scritture , ¢ raggioni,
perche mi viene incaricata la breuiti. In quanto
poi al che fidice in quefto 3. cap. che della Con-
templatione non poflono dar giuditioli Dotti, fi
vede apertamente, che l'ignoranza di quefti {pi-
ritelli fenza intelligenza ha una temeritd di non
volar foggiacere all’ emenda, per mezzo dell” Infal-
libile fentimento de’ Scientifici.

IV. Non pud darfi perfetta Contemplatione , fe
non circala fola Divinitd. I Milteri dell’ Incarng.

D s natione
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natione , Vita, e Paflione del noftro Salvatore non
fono oggetto di Contemplatione, anzi I'impedif=
conos onde devono di Contemplativi tenerfi lon-
tani 3 O folo confiderarfi fpregiatamente.

. Se la' Contemplatione & un affettione dell’
Intelletto, ¢ della Volontd conPOgetto, mediante
lagratia di Dioy' in un raccoglimento di Spirito,
potra la vita di Chrifto contemplarfi, perche 4
quella il Chriftiano pud farfi prefentein Spirito, &
atfettive conatfodi Fede, 8 Amore, Aggiongo
che fe Chrifto venne i piantar Paradifi in tefra
per commiflione dell” Eterno Padre, come difle
11" Profeta Ifaia; Pofui verbum meum in ore tuo, uf
plantos Calos , dg' fandes rervam. Dove la Parafrafe
Caldea cofi legge : Ut plantes Calos in terra: Come
dire (i come l'intefe Girolamo) che piantafie le
contentezze negli Huomini difgratiati per il pec-
cato originale : E fe i Contemplationti {i portano
fopra fe (teffi alla Confolation Divine nella loro
Contemplativi, perche fi deve dilprezzare, € te-
ner lontano ‘Chrifto , che ¢ I'immediato Datore?
Chrifto non' impedifce atto del Contemplatione
{= verne i compartirci perfettioni » € contenti
{pirituali, che fonoil fine de’ Contemplativi.

V. Le Penitenze corporali, aufteritd dellavita
non convengono alli Contemplativi, anzi meglio
(i cominciala converfione dalla vita contemplati-
va, che dalla Purgativa, edalle Penitenze. An-
cora gli effetti della Divotione {enfibile, la tene-
rezradel Cuore, le Lagrime, e Confolationi fpiri-
ruali {i devono fuggire, anzi difpreggiare da’ Con.
templativi, come cofe repugnanti alla Contemplas
tione.

n. LeMortificationi difpongono lo Spirito , ac-
ci0 viva fopra le motioni del fenfo, ¢ percid tuttii
fanti cominciarono 1 viaggiare verfo la Perfettione

con
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con difcipline, Digiuni, &c, Dunque fe i Con-
templativi hanno per fine anco la perfettione, ben
li convengono le Penitenze, perche pid fpedito fi
| rendaalla Contemplatione, chi pit tiene domate
| lealterationi del fenfo.” E fe Dio promette nelle
Scritture pardonar al Peccatore piante, che faran-
no da lui le colpes mi in neflun luogo del vec-
chio, ® nuovo T eftamento, per eflerfi pofto nella

Contemplatione.. Dunque meglio {i comincia la
| converfionedallavita purgativa, edalle Penitenze,
| .che dalla contemplatione.
|  VI. LaveraContemplationedeve fermarfi nel-
la pura Effenzad’lddio, fpogliatadelle Perfone, ¢
degli Attributi, e I’Attodi Fede di Dio cofi conce-
pito, & piu pertetto, ¢ meritorio di quello, che ri-
guarda Dio con le Perfone, & Attributi.

r. Le Perfone Divine, egliadorabili Attributi
di Dio hanno la raggione tormale d’efler Oggetti
di Fede, ed’Amore nel racoglimento delle noflre
potenze, enella raflegnatione dello Spirito , per-
che fono verita rivelate, ¢ come Predicati Divini
filonibuoni in fe fteffi, & alle Creature, Donde puo
darfene vera contemplatione. Che poi ’att6 di
Fededi Dio fenzale Perfone, & Attributi conces
pito fia piti perfetto, e meritorio di quello, che ri-

arda Dio con le Perfone, & auributi & falfita.
%Ill:rchi: fe gia il credere che Dio fia Trino, e fia

iufto & atto di fede perfetto, ¢ meritorio, e cre-

ere Dio vero nell’ Eflenza anco é atto meritorio
e perfetto, fard l'atto con cui fi crede Dio vero
erino , ¢ gialto ', pia perfetto, ¢ meritorio d'un
altro atto, con cui folamente fi crede uno nell’
Eflenza, perche {i merita piu per due atti dell’
ifteila virtd , che perun folo diquelti. (Havendoci
Dio communicate le virtu fupranaturali non per
fir un atto folo virtuofo ,ma per avanzarfi col’ eler-

citip
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citioditali dom) Un® atto difede, che equivale i
due€ piu meritorio, e perfetto diun folo atto delli
duc: onde ben {i conclude contra la prima pro-
pofitione di quefto 6. Cap. che la vera, e perfetta
contemplatione per eflere megliore deve fermarfi
nellapura Effenza di Dio, ma quelta nella Perfone,
¢ negli Attributi.

VII. Nella Contemplatione s’unifce 1’Anima
immediatamente con Dio , onde non vi fi richiede
Faptafini, 0 Imagini, 0 {pecie di forte alcuna.

R, Nella Contemplatione ancorche in un certo
modo s’unjica I’ Anima immediatamente con Dio,
cio ¢ effettive, perche viconcorre Pintelletto a mi-
rar Dio” femplicemente, perd fi richiede qualche
ipecie per follicitare I'intellettuale habilitd natura-
le 4 portarfi nella confideratione di Dio, fervendo
Ia fpecic per oggetto mottivo all’ Intelletto,

VIII. Tutti i Contemplativi nell’ atto dells
Contemplatione patifcono pene , & angofcie fi gra-
vi, che pareggiano, anzi fuperano, li tormenti dell’
iteffi Martiri. -

R. Se (come dicono i Quietillinel primo capo)
la Contemplatione confifte nel farfi prefente 4 Dio
con un atto di Fede amorofa, e poi {tarfene in
otio, non ¢ formalmente eflere tormentato, e
patirepene piu delli Martiri. E quantunque ad al-
cuno fpeflo fucceda nella Contemplatione ango-
icie, edolori, ci0 proviene da’ alwra caufa O dal
Demonio , permettendolo Iio , O da” fiachezza
dinatura, che confuma il Corpo, O da’ motivi di
Malenconia, 0da’ foverchio fangue, che formon-
tatoallatelta caggiona dolore. Mai moltiflimi al-
tri [i fono vifti nell’ atto della Contemplatione,
circondati di luce con fronte ferena, ¢ bocea ri-
dente , come Francefco di Paola fu offervato di
Luiggi X1. R€ di Francia, ¢ finita la Contemplgh

tione
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tione reftartuttiinondati di allegrezza, perche in
quella vennero 3 vifta (femplicemente ben fi) 1i
ipofi; per reftar concertato il Matrimonio fra Dio ¢
28 V' Anima. :

"'i:_!_‘f IX. Nel Sagrificio della Mefla, € nelle Iefte
WY de* Santi, & meglio apphicarfi all’ atto di pura fe-
‘51 de, e Contemplatione s che alli Mifteri di eflo

e

(oae];

1 e

.. | Sacrificio, © a confiderarele attioni, ele cofe ap-
" ¥ tenentialli medefimi Santi, | _
s R. Vive ingannato chi giudica ¢ntrare nelld

Contemplatione fenza buona difpofitione dell’ A-

|40 § nima; e perche la confideratione delli Mifteridel-
"W | 1a Mefla, edell’efempio de’ Santi ¢ preparamento

fpirituale ; ancorche remote, percio flimarfi deve
S meglio , prima applicarfi il Chriftzano alla confide-
iz ¥ ‘ravione de 1 Mifteri della Mefla, e delle attionide’
o § Santi, ¢ poicia darfi alla Contemplatione con piu
| Adobbo nell Anima. _ '
della I X, La Lettione fpiritualede’ libri , 1e Prediche,
Orationi vocali, 1'Invocationt de’ Santi, e cofe {i-
&l § mili, fono d’impedimento alla Contemplationes
| overo Oratione di Quicte, allaquale non fi deve
o) § premecttere preparatione alcuna,
i Dio R. Se in ogni profeflione , € maggiormente in
mn § quella della vera, ¢ non fintionata fpiritualitd :
"¢ } Nemo repente fit fummus, come Pefperienza dimo-
{4l l fira 5 perche ¢ ordine della noftra fiacca narura,
co’ cui fi va accommodando la gratia per il noftro
ydédl | camino all’ ultimo termine dell” Etermita, che &
wius | faciliorsbus fis incipiendum ; che percio ¢ grand’ igno-
md § ranza, ¢ prefontione entrare nell’ Oratione di
mr | Quiete, prima d’altri efercitiiy € fenza preparatione.
mé= § Chicoli'entra, ufcira ancorafenz’ alcun profitto.
tie XI1. Il Sacramento della Penirenza, avanti la
an- § Communione non ¢ per ’Anime interiori, €con-
odl | templative ,ma per Pelteriori, ¢ meditative. :
il P..
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R. I contemplativi hanno folamente un’ Anima
che e pud meditare , ¢ pud contemplare, & anco
puo ftar i peccato. Dungue il Sacramento della
Penitenza prima dellaS. Communione, & necefla-
rioall’ Anime contemplative. ;.

XII. La Meditatione non riguarda Dio col Iu-
me dellaFede , ma con il lume naturale in Spirito
¢ verita, e perd non hi merito appreflo Dio,

R. Sc lameditatione nen fofle meritoria appref~
fo Dio, (faltem aliqualiter de congrio) no’ farebbe
cofi famigliare alle Religioni  dove furono, e
fono grand’ Huomini fanalidella S.C. R. ne fa-
rebbe incaricata da'SS. Patriarchi, e da’ Sommi
Pontefici rimunerata con Indulgenze plenarie 5 co-
me efercitio {pirituale, proportionato alli Amici di
Dioy & i quelliy che abandonano le fallacie del
mondo. DiDio, come fi pud conofcere Pefiftenza
cal lume naturale , ¢ con la fede {opranaturale, cofi
pud darfi Meditatione che lo riguardi naturalmen-
te, ¢ Meditatione che lo riguardi con fede pura, e
fopranaturale. i

XIII., L'Imagini non folo interné, € mentaliy
ma anco Pelterne folite venerarfida’fedeli, come
fono quelle di Chrifto, ede’ fuoi Santi, fono dan-
nofe a’ Contemplativi , onde devono fuggirfi, e to-
glier via, accid non impedifcano la Contempla-
tione.

R. Quanto decretd, e decretara Ia S, Madre
Chiefa, a cui prefiede Direttore lo Spirito Santo
tutto giovevole all’ Vaflallaggio di Chrilto; perd fe
a’ FccE:Ii laChiefaordina ’adorationi delle S$S.Im-
magini, non devono quelte {fuggirfi, O toglier
via, come nocive alla Contemnplatione : nulladi~
meno -alcuni fguardi alla sfuggitawerfo dette Im-
magini non fono valevolia far perdere la Contem-
platione, overo Oratione di Quiete al Contem-
plativo,
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plativo, quale fe in ogni cafo la perde, provicne
dalla fua troppa imbecillitd , € pet altropoie piu
ampia PAnima raggionevole ; € maggine la gra-
tia , che l'affifte di quello che fuppenc .quefte
13. Cap. Anzi la moderata confideratione di dette
Tmagini ferve @ formar nell’ Anima_l'interno ra-
coglimento, perche il contemplativo fi facciarego-
lare dalla Gratia.

X1V. Chi una volta fi éapplicato alla Contem-
platione non deve piun ritornare alla Mediratia-
ne, perche farebbe unpaflare dal meglio al peg-

10,
; r. E veroche ¢ cofa mala paffare dal meglio al
peggio , ma fpeflo conviene non pofledendo attual-
mente it meglio mcaminarfi 3 pofleder il buono,
F vero ancoras che eflendo ponwmalmente nella
Contemplatione , non fi deve lacciar queftaa fine dj
mettarfi nella Mediratione, Ancorche la Contem-
platione fia migliore , non ritrovandof 1l Chriltiano
attualmente nella Contemplatione , non opera in-
convenientemente applicandofid meditare, perche
conviene, che per ognivia , che Dio fipud mira-
re dall’ Anima, fia daquefta riverentemente cfle-
quiata.

XV. Senel tempo della Contemplatione vengo-
no penficribrutti , &ofceni, nonfi deve ufar dih-
genza alcuna in feacicarli, no’ riccorrer ad alcu uno
buon penfiero, ma compiacerfi di eflere da’ quelli
moleltato.

R. Per non perderfi'anione effettiva con Dio ,
che nella formale contemplatione fitreva, &atto di
prudenza toglier via I'occafione,come ¢atrodi {cio-
peraggine il rrartencrfi con compiacenza, perche
come dice S. Tomalo d’Aquino, qusvultcanfam , ex
quaneceffario , vel repulariter fequitur affeélus 5 vuls vir-
tualiter offedum s E lo Spirite Santo. Qui amat peri-

exlim
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culum peribit in ille. Dunque fentendoin noila re-
bellione del fenfo nelka Contemplatione , ancorche
fidati in noi ftefli 5 dobbiamo ufar ogni diligenza
per fuperarla. Dovemo perd raccommandarcialla
Divinitd , echiederla fua gratia, per tranguillare i
mali penfieri, diffondere lc fuegioie nell’ Anima,
incalmare i fenfi alterati, & w¢ fint afpera in vids
plands.

X VI, Niun' atto o affetto noftrointerno, benche
formato per mezzodellafede, ¢ puro, ne piace a’
Dio, perche nafce dall’ Amor proprio, mentre
non vi fia infufo dallo Spirito Santo, fenfa noftra

induftria, ediligenza alcuna , onde quelli, che ftan-
no nella Contemplatione 6 in Oratione d’affetti,

devone ftare otiofi ; O afpettando l'influfio dello
Spirito Santo.

r: A Dio folamente piaccionoi' fuoi Doni, ma
tutte quelle noftre Operationi, che da’ Noi fifanno
conlafua Santa Gratia. Quinditanto pier, pro-
fetta fara’ la Contemplatione , quante meno fard
otiofa, purche il Contemplatore non {i laici da’ qual-
che fenfibile trafportare, preche perderia la Con-
templatione , egli fuccederabbe comealla Moglie
di Loth, che per mirar indietro perfe il Camino.
E poi temetitd afpettare in otiofitd I'influflo miraco-
{2’ dallo Spirito Santo, perche a’ quei, che {ono
nell’ Oratione di Quiete non fi*deve il camino paf~
fivo, mentre non hanno condegnitd fopra 1 doni
della Spirito Santo. Benfi fuccede alle volte che
lo Spirito penetri PAnima dichiftd nell’ Oratione
d’aftetti, ima per gratia particolare. Aggiongo con-
tro la prima propolitione di quefto 16.capo.Li Quie-
tilti dicono nel 12, capo che laMeditatione non ha
merito appreflo Dio, perche non lo riguarda col
lume della fede , dunque 'atto formato per mezzo
dellafede ha merito appreflo Dio, dungue ¢puro,
¢ gli piace. KXVII,
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XVII. Quelli che ftanno nell’ atto della Contems
platione, o dell’ Orationedi Quiete, o fiano Per-
fone Religiofe, o figlidi farniglia, daltri, chevi-
vono forto I’altrui commando , nondevono in quel
tempo obedire & efeguire gli ordini della Regola,
Ode’ fuperiori, pernon interrompere la Coatem-
platione. : :

R. Lacontemplatione ancorche fiain noidigran
B:rﬂ:ttinnf:, perche non ci viene commandara da’

10, interrompendofinon fi pecca, ma eflendoci
commandata da’ Dio I'Obedienza a2’ Genitori, & i
fuperiori, fideve obedire a’ quelti, -anco con:laf-
ciare I'attual Conremplatione , perche in rignardo
dell’ ordine divino 'obedienza & preferibile nella
prattica, ancorche la Contemplatione fia mol-
to pid confiderabile nella fua perfetrione objettiva.

XVIII. Devono i Contemplativi efler total-
mente fpogliati dell’affetto ditutie le Cofe, che ri-
%:l:tiuo a’ fe, e difpreggino 1i Doni, e favori di

10, efi difaffettionino dell’ iftefla virtd, o per
maiggiormeutc {pogliarfi d’ogni cofa, e viver meglio
2’ 'le medifimi, fare ancora quello, che ripugno
alla modeftia, & all’ Honefta , purche mnon
fia efpreflamente contro liprecetti del Decalogo.

R. Iddio favorifce i Contemplativi con la Com-
municatione de’ fuoi boni, nén per efferc quefti
difprezzati, mi per abbellirgli PAnima, e fortifi-
cargli Phabilicd naturale all’ efercitio della virt.
Dvnque ancorche i Contemplativi non fe ne debba-
no infaperbire , devono fopramodo ftimarli , 0 fer-
virfene con humilta di fpirito : E fe Dio vuole ’ho-
neftd come buona , fono in obligo anche i Contem-
«plativi efler honefti, perche Iddie non hi fatto de.
creto, che privilegiaffe i Contemplativi inon effie
fogetti allar gione, fu la quale i fondela Mode-
ftia, ¢ I’ honefta della Vita.

' SO XIX:
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L XIX. LiContemplativi fono fogettialle Violen-
i 2e » perle qualireftano prividell’ ufodel liberoar-
b I bitrio , fi che {& anco bene graviflimamente pecca=
(4 1o elteriormente, nondimeno interiormente non
o fanno peccato alcuno; onde ne anco devono Con-
1 teilar(i di ci6 , che hanno farto, Cio4i prava con Pe-
(RS {fempio di (Giob, il quale con tutto che non folo
ingiuri:u’ﬂ: il Proflimo , mi anco beftemmiafic em-
: piamente Dio, inogni modo nonpeccava sperche
' tutto quelto faceva per violenza del Demonio. E
er dar giuditio di quelte violenze , non ferve 12§
I'eologia Scolaltica, ¢ morale, ma ¢ neceflario
I Spirito fopranaturale, il quale m pocchiflimi fi
trova, & in quefti s’hd da giudicare non l'interno
dall’ efterno , ma’efterno dall’ interno.
| R. Chein quefto Cap. 19. non folamente later  § =
! Anguis [ub berba ma apertamente {1 vede , che §

—
- 3

|

| fotto nome di Contemplativi pirituali, vogliono
i i Quictifti cfiere debacanti fenfuali, L’efempio, § ..
& che adducono di Giobben dimoftra che no” hanno (0
B i intelligenzadella Scrittara. Mai Giobpeccod efte-  § ;
' i'[j i riormente . né contro il Protflimo, necontroDio, §
sk quando parld nel cap. 19. nel 6. verlo s come ben  § &
| el dimonitra, ancoper mezzodel fenfo litterale Pi- o
il neda tom. 1. fopra Giob ¢. 25. ne peeco contro Lff "
B il Proflimo, come nell’ ifteflo pud vederfi, fempre "
| fondata {i la Dottrina de* 8S, Padri , che delle {§ #4
/ Scritture, ¢ infegnanoilvero (enfo. iE per dirla in |} &
! poche parole con altre raggioni, la gratia con la &
£ quale lddio fempre ci aflifte, unita con la noftra ] S
sk cooperatione pud fuperare ogniaffalto nemico, - E "
it B Chrillo lo difle a tattiin perfona di S.Paolo: Suffi- # ¥
| 1 | cit sibi gratiamea. Dungue il Contemplativo non e B2
} yiolentabile de vengha neceflitatoal peccato elic- i il
J Ti0ri; &C, i‘
|

THE
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THE
= PRINCIPAL ERRORS.
e Of thofe who Praltife, J

| The Prayer of Quietnefs ,

Cenfured and Refuted.

¢ Lo

I...E R R.OR,
“ | [ Ontemplation 5 or the prayer of Inward
e 8 guietnefs, confifts in this, thar a man puis

oD, | Iamsfelf in the prefence of God, by forming an
<l obfeure At of Eaith , full of Love, tho fmple,
W8 and faps there, witheut going further : and
________ awithout [uffering any Reafomng, the Images
e | of any things o or any Qbjetl whatfocver to
win B enter into b mind : and [0 remains fixed and
m b} wnmoveable , in his Atiof Faith: it being &
wit § gpant in that Reverence that s due to God,
=8 o redouble this fimple all of his : which 1 &
| thing of fo much Merit , and of [6 great force,
e | 2hat it comprehends within it [elf and far ex-
| Geeds the merit of all other veriues o _joyned
| vagether : and irlafis the ivhole conrfe of 4 peaies
| E 2z fey
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life , if it is wot difcominned by [ome other Ait,
that is contrary to it therefore it & not ne-
ceffary to repeat or redonble it.

The Censure and REFUTATION.

Ttis not an Aét of Faith thar puts usinthe
Prefence of God : for he is within us by a
neceflary effect of the Immenfity of his na-
ture : therefore Elias, Micaiah, and the other
Prophets faid , Vsvit Deus in cujus confpetto
fto. The Lord lives in wwhofe prefence I ftand:
and it is upon the fame reafon that the Di-
vines have faid after S: Auttin, fn Deo vivi-

Another would
bave thoughe tha S,
Paul should bave
Peencited for this,
yather than$. Auflt.,
fince he bad faid
#his firft » ACLS, 17,
v. 28. bt Rome

is mot the place of

the Worldwhere the
N. Teltament #s
moft read 3 and
#his putring of ones

felfinthe prefenceof

God , can only mean
the confidering ones
[elf as before bim.

inanunmoveable ftate. It is then an Evident |

Falfehood to fiy, thatother good altionsare:
not

mins movemur ¢ [umis; In
God we live , we move, and
bave onr being:{fothatan Act
of Faith, that prefuppoles
that the Agent 15 in  being,
{uppoles likewif{e thatiris o
the prefence of God:& 15 1n-
deed nothingelfebur a Re-
fignation that the Creature
makes of it felf to God.

Therefore Contemplation 4
evenduring that firit ob- |
{cure A& of Faith, thatis |

{imple and full of love,s car-
ried on by the Soul while
{he looks at God, and not
at all while fhe continues
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notat all neceflary: any goodact being of 1ts
pature finite, may become alwayes better, by
being often reiterated,and the multipl}*ingth:
A&s of vertue cannot be contrary to the Re-
verence that is dueto God, who being exempt
from all paffion , can never be troubled or
wearied with Importunities, as great men

| are apt to be, who as Experience teaches,
| are often changed , difturbed , and bes

come uneafy, when the fame things are too

often repeated to them. But with relation

to God, whenan atis in it felfgood, theres
peating it is a progrels in good; which is ap-

| proved of God, andbecomes morc meritos=

rious in his fight. Thereforethe Soulin Con-
templating, continucs her A&s , and docs
not ftick abftinatly to one fingle Act, Con-

| zemplation being ihill an Operation of the

Mind, tho other things arc likewife necel=

e fﬁ.l’}’.

II. ErRROR
One cannot make one [lep towards Perfe:
&ion by meditation 5 that being to be obrained
entirely by Contemplation.
REFUTATION.
A Chriftian by meditating ferioufly on the
Paflion of Chrift, and teflecting onthat Love

| that madeaGod fuffer fo much for Mankind,

may uponthat refolve to love him again, and
toobey all his Commands; and he may by the

gracc of God which s ever prefent to us, put
E 2 thofe
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thofe good purpofesin Execution: {othatthe
Soulmay well advance towards Perfection by
Meditation : It may bealfo done without Me-
ditation : for every one that lives according
to the Laws of God, may work out his
own Salvation by the help of God. Now
{ince no man can be faved but he that is Perteét,
end a Friend of God’s,then this Ar#icle1s moft
certainly falfe.
III. ErRnr oRr
el Study and Learning, even in facred
eMatters andsn Divinity 3 a Hindrance to
fﬂf:ffmpfﬁ:fﬂﬂ . of which learnedmen are not as
ble to ma[@ atrie ;’m{gmen:, that .‘:rﬂ'ng ani} 10
be expelled from thofe that are given to Med:-
2ation and Contemplation,
REfuTaTion,
'The Study ot Divsnity makes known tous
. ., . the Object ot Contempla-
Ting \ﬁ’:.”d"’ " tion: whichas the Quietiffs
falfly reprefenved @ - ; Ly : i
for ehe Quiictilts, as fay s 1§ [,hﬂ Divine Eﬁmf-f'
all orher Mylticks, therforeit confiftswell with
anly except to that  Contemplation T and if the
r_fr;,a learning IP:’Jf_f-IF Ejlud}' Di'-Di\FiI]l-tj? WErc op-
% _not accompanied  pofic’to this, then the igno-
with aninward fenfe - ponee of it is neceflary to
of Divime mathirss — make a man Contempla-
rive: and thusfince §. Auffin and all the other
holy Do&ors and Lights of the Church, were
men Learned in this ttudy,they muft be looked
onas men that were Incapable of rifing E“P o
,on-




Concerning the QUIETISTS.. =3

Contemplation: which is falfe: becaufe God,
who has appointed thePriefthoodas the higheft
degree of fervicedone him, cannot be {uppo-
{ed to have Intendedthat the Priefts fhould not
be Conremplative perfons; and it is plan,
that God will have his Pricfts to be knowing:
fince in the Scriptures he threatens by Hofes
the Prophet{uchas defpifed knowledg,and yet
were inthePriefthood. Tarepuliftsfcientiam
| &5 egorepellam tene [ucerdotio fungaris. Thow
| ' baft reictted knowledg , andtherefore IThavere-
| jeited thee fromihe Pricfthood. 1 palsoverother
Arguments from fcripture and reafon, be-
cauie 1 am ordered to be fhort : and as for
whart isfaid inthis Article o that the Learned
cannot Indge of Contemplagion , it fhewcs
plainly, that the Ignoranceof thofe {piritua-
lifts carries them to this boldnefs , of not
being willing to fubmit ta that Correction ,
which they might expect

from that Infallible meanof  Hereisanem pribu-
Ihlél Judgment of the Lear- «nal of Infallsbilisy.
ned.

IV. E R RrR:0 R,

There is no Contemplation thae, i perfeit,
but that swhich ?‘fgﬂrdr God strﬂﬁ'fﬂ the My
fleries of the Incarnation , and of the Life and
Paffion of our Saviour, arenotthe Objeils of
Contemplation : on the contrary , they hinder
it: [o that Contemplatsve perfons ninfi avesd

E =4 them
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. . 7L
F ! doem at a great diflance , and think, of them
b only swith Contempt,
g REFuUTATION
If Contemplation is an affe€tion that is
r | raifed in the underftanding or the Willby 1ts

proper objet by the help of the Grace of
God, and that confifts in an Inward Re-
colleétion of the mind, then the Life of Chrift
is a proper Objeét for it , fince ‘a Chriftian
d can prefent this'to his thoughts, and raife
iy upon it an Aét of Faith and love. Befides,
| Chrift came by a Commif-
fion from his Eternal Father

b b If we judge of
to plant Paradife here on

this new Infatlibi-

- lity byths way of

earth,’ according to that of

. %’}”I};’%ﬂf; ?{:}” the Prophet Ifaias , Pofui ver-

; perObjectof Con.  0#mz meumin ore tuout plantes

; I-:",}I temflation 5 108 C‘ﬂ'fﬂj 4] fﬂﬂd.‘.‘-‘: reyrams; I
_i e u-if “mot much  have put my word inthy mouth
:E ; rﬂﬁ; f-;irfrr;iﬁic;;:rg that thos m:ﬂ)yffnm rb:Hmvm.r_
i it nm? :{?:ﬁ.&h; /) rfa earth; or as
b liker Deifin. the” Chaldee Paraphraie bath
s Ity wt plantes Calos sn terra,
W that thou may plast the Heavensinthe Earth 5

e . ag 1f he had faid ( ag S. Ferome underftood

it the words) .that thou may' plant true joy in
e thofe minds, that were debafed by Origi«

nal fin ; and how ‘can it be imagined , that
Contemplative perfons can rife above them-
{elves in their Contemplations to taft of Di-
vine Joy’s 5 if they muft keep at fuch 2 die

Tk 1 ftance

|

!
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ftance from Jefus Chrift, who isthe Imme-
diat giver ofthem ; and defpife him? Chrift
is fo far from hindring ot Contemplation,
that he came into the world to diﬂriEutc all
thofe Pertectionsand fpiritual Joys to which
the Contemplative afpire.

V. ERROR

Corporal Penitences and Auflerities do not
belong to Contemplative Perfons : on the Con-

‘grary, it #sbetter 1o begin ones Converfion by s

JRate of Contemplation, than by a Stateof Puy-
gation or of Pennance 5 and Contemplative
Perfons onght to aveid and defpife all the effeils
of [enfible Devotion,fuch as Tendernefs of Heart,
Tears, and .S'P:'r:'mﬂf Confolations, all which
are contrary to Contemplation.

REFuTATION
Mortifications difpofe the Spirit to rife
above the motions of fenfe; and theretore it
is that all the Saints have beguntheir courfe
towards Perfeétion with Faiting and Difci-
pline. And therefore if thefe CGHEEHEIH-

| - tives defign Perfection , they muft pradtice

Pennance: fince nothing renders a man fo fit
for Contemplation, as to rife above all the
Diforders of Senfe. God in the Sciptures pro-
mifes to forgive the mourning Sinner; but
this is not promifed to the Contemplative
in any place eitherof the Old or New Tefta-
ment. Therefore it is better to begin ones

B Con-
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Converfion with purgative Exercifes and
Pennances 5 than with Contemplation.
VL ERRoOR
True (onsemplation wmuft keep it [elf fixed only
totheeffenceof Ged , witiront res
If this Article fleéting either o bis Perfons or
istrue, 1t eon= his Areributes. And an Al of
firms the W= peuh shus conceived, is m
pition of 4 i e 7 i
Drifin. perfeit and meritorions than
that which confiders God with
she Divine Atiributesy or with the Perfons of
the Trinisyinit.
REFUTATION

The Perfons of the Trinity, and the At-
¢vibutes of God , are the proper Objects of
Faith and love , while we recolleét all the
Powers of our Souls, and refign our felves
+o God: for as thefe are divine Truths, that
arerevealed tous, fo the Attributes of God
are both good in themielves , and good to
us, fo that they are proper to raife in us a
tiue Contemplation. It is alfo falfe, thatan
A& of Faith, that has God for its Object,
without confidering his Attributes, or the
Perfons of the Trinity, is more perfect than
that which regards God in conjunétion with
them. For it te believe that God is one,
and that he is Juft, is a perfeét and amerito-
Hereone [ees what @ thing fchool TIOUS Actof Faith,
Divinisy is. by thistoay of recke- and to believe that
ving :j I:u;.l the 'll'.'ﬁ!ilt_!]:}iﬁ.r rfjt;'.‘-' God is true in his
(ro ¢ Intention of #he MNG 5
‘:‘;fﬂtw from the Exenfiam of the ﬂf—‘j(i‘f. Na-
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Nature is alfo a perfect and merirorious At ;
then the A& by which God is believed tobe
true, juft and Three inOne, is a more per-
fe&t and a more meritorious Ak, than that
in which he was confidered only as one in
Effence. Becaufe amanmerits more by two
Aé&s of the fame vertue thanby 2 fingle onc
only : for God has communicated fupernatu-
| ral helps to us, not only for doing one At
| of vertue, but that we may makean advance
| ' in fuch A&s. Therefore one Aét of Faith,
that is equivalent to two others, is MOre me-
ritorious and perfeét than any one of thefe
two. Therﬂgrc we may juftly conclude a-

| gainit the firft branch of this Article , that
‘true and perfeét Contemplation raifed toits
higheft pitch, muit not only regard God in

his Effence , but likewife in his Perfonsand
Attributes.
VIL Exrror
The Soul becomes immediatly united to God
in Contemplation ; [o that there is 1o need of
Phantafms, Images 5 or any fort of Reprefenta=
ton.
~ ResuraTion
Tho it is true, that the Soul in fome fort
unites her felf immediately Ly
to God in Contemplation, T 1ot meant of
that is, by a Union ot Afte- P¥'° Mdeas , bt of
&ions; for the Underftan- L e
ding beholds God fimply , yet fome Ideas are
ne=
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!
neceflary for exciting the natural force of the
Underffanding , and to carry it to look at
God : which 1deaisa fort of Object that moves
the Underftanding.
VIII. E ® ® 0O k.

All contemplative [p:rﬁ?m fuffer in the A&
of Contemplation fuch grievoms Tarments, they
[eems 1o [urpafs even the [ufferings of the Mar-
tyrs themfelves.

REFuTATION.

If Comtemplation confifts (as the Quietiffs

; pretend it does) in this , that
This Avticles alfo the Soul puts her felf in the
f {’fﬂ?;‘”P{"f f_'f'%ﬁi; prefence of God, by an a& of
for the et Faith, full of Lave,and after

that continues idle: this is

Souls [uffer many ,
inward Agoniesma  TOT the being formally tor-

contemplasive flate, mented , or the enduring
of which all the more than the Martyrs fuf-
ﬁ?”&‘_ of the My~ fered: and tho it is true in
icks are full; and :

which they call the ﬂ}mf: 1fﬂ'I'E, that Pamns and
oreat Defolation. Miferies come after Con-
templation, thisflows eicher

from the Devil, to whom upon that occa-
fion God gives leaveto try thofe perfons , or
from fome weaknefs in Nature, thatopprefles
the Body , from Melancholy, or an abundance
of Blood, that raifes Headaches, or from
' fome otherunknown Caufe. Butmany others
have appearedto be in the very A& of Con=

templation, asitwere cnvironed with Light,
-"-.Ld
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and have looked witha ferene, and fometimes
with a fmiling countenance ; which Léwis
the X1, of Franceobfervedin Francts 4 Panla;
and they have been as it were overflown with
Joy, when the Contemplation was over ; ha~
ving been admitted in it, to fee their Bride-
groom in that imple A&, in which there
pafles as it were a Marriage between God
and the Soul:
IX. E rRROR
During the Sacrificeof the Mafs , and onthe
Feftivals of the Saints,itis better to apply ones
felf to an ACE of pure Faithy andto Contem-
plation, than to the Myfteries of that Sacrifice,
or toconfider the Livesof thofe Saints.
REFUTATI1ONK,

He is much deceived;who thinkstoarrive at
Contemplation without a "

due difpgﬁtiﬂn of Soul for mﬂ:ﬁﬂfﬁ :{ﬁ:ﬁ}
it: and therefore the con- 4 man in an 48
fideration of the Myfteries ourward devotion »
ofthe Mafs yand of the Ex~ carried o Contem-
amples that the Saints have l;:::;} e Lo 2.
fet us, isa fpiritual prepa- S ;}'3::”;:; y
ration for it, thoitmay be |
only a remote one : therefore a Chriftian
ought to fet himfelf firft to confider the My-
fteries of the Mafs, and the Lives of the
Saints, and then apply himfelf to Contem-
plation, having prepared his Soul duly for
it

X.ERRoOR.
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. E R K DR,

The veading of Spiritnal Books, Sermons,

Vocal Prayer, the Invocation of Saints, and

all fich things, are hindrances to Contemplas -

sion. which as only attained by the Prayer of

Quictnefs, to which it tsnot neceffaryto premife
any Frtpurﬂian whatfoever.

REFUTATION,

If in every profeffion, but chicfly in a true

~_ andunfainedly {piritual Tems

The Quietifts  per, that Maxim holds good,

;’;‘T ’:"“;ﬁl ﬁ‘:’ Nemo repente fit (ummas, No

BT wen  TAD atrains to the height all

b
:nu Eﬂﬁ%ﬁé’f of the fudden, which daily

ony and that it is experience demonftrates ,
the cff & of a [pe-  then it is but {uteable to the
cial Grace, feeblenefs of our Nature, to
which the Divine Grace accommeodates it
felf, thatin our Journey towards that heighth
of Eternity, 4 facilsoribws fit incipicnauyi,
we muft begmn with thofe things that are ea-
fier; theretore it is great Ignorance or pre=
fumption to cnter intothe Prayer of Quiet-
nefs before other exercifes, and without due
PICP:].].';].LiUﬁ. And he who begins his courie
thus , willend it withoutany truit.
XI. Er R O R.

The Sacrament of Pennance before Comnstis
wion, is not for contemplative Souls 5 thae live
in this inward [tates bat only for thofe that
areinthe Exterionr and Meditarsve [Fate. o

R
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REFUTATION-

Thefe Contemplative perfons have but
one Soul,which at fome times
medirates y and at other times
contemplates: and that may
come to be in a ftate of fin. Therefore the
Sacrament of Pennance is neceflary even for
thofe Contemplative Souls, before they go
to Communion.

XII, ErR R o R
e Meditation dees not look ar God with the

This of one Susd
is ridiculous.

.L{gb: of Faith, but only in a natural Light,
| én Spirit and in Truth: and therefore it 4 not
| meritoriousbefore God.

REFUTATION.
If Meditation were not infome fort at leaft
in the way of Congruity, me- eyt
ritoriousbefore God; it could  The C%"mﬁi

3 T only condemn a
not be fo much practifed in dry end Mache-

wical Mediration.
w hence there have come, and

daily there doescome, fo many of thefhining=
lights of the Haly Roman Church : nor would
it have been fet on fo much by their Holy
Patriarchs, nor rewarded by the Popes with
Plenary Indulgences, as a {piritual Exercife
futeable tothe Friends of God; and to thofe
who had abandoned the Snares of this pre-
fent World. Butas one may know the 1xi-
ftence of God by theLightof Nature, as well
as by a fupernatural [Faith, fo likewife ﬁm]m

Mgs

e
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Meditations look at God, only with the Light
of Nature ; and othersare Ats of aSuperna-
tural Faith.

N1I1. Exr EOR.

Not only inward and mental Images , but |

thofe osrward oneswhich are wor[hipped by the
Fasthful,fuch asthe Images of Chrift and of his
Saints yare burtfull to contemplative Perfons,
and they ought to be avoided and removed 5 that
fo theymay ot hinder Contemplation,

REFuUTATION. _
All things dre ufeful to the Service of
Chrift, that either is de-

Here, notwithflan~  creed, or that may be de-
ding all our Repre=  oreed by the Holy Mother

in England :
ﬁ:r;:, r::z,f IE’dgr:a_’ Chereh: inall whofeCon«

tion of [mages is fo fultarions the Holy Ghoft
received 4t Rome, prefides and dire€ts them.
thas itisa Crime to  Therefore if the, Church
shink that the moft  gppoints the Adoration of
perfect may be above Images,none of the Faith-
it, :

ful ought to avoid them,
orremove them as hurtful to Contemplatien,
and fome f{ecret lookstowards thefe Images,
is no way likely to make a man fall from the
heighth of Contemplation; or the Prayer of
Ouietnefs ; from whichif he fallsat any time,
it flows from his own great Inftability,fince
the reafonable Soul is a Nobler being, and
the Grace that it receives, 1sof a higﬁ{:r na-
turcy

Aldr
Jlaie

b
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@ye, than is fuppofed o, this Artiele,
I herefore a moderate regard to Jmages will

{erve to confirm the Soul in her inward Res

colleétion, if a Contemplativeman regulates

this by the help of the Graceof God. .=
XiV. E R R o R.

He that has once dplp{ye.ci him[elf (o Cantens-
plation , muft never veturn to Meditationy for
this were to fall from a better Stare to &
worfe.

REFUTATION.

Itis trae, thatit is an ill thing to gotrem
better to wor{e ; but itisoft -
times good fer a man, that
cannot attain to that which

This1s only mearit
by the Quictifls,
o retltrning 1o a

is betrer ;o content himfelf 77, panicalway of

with thatwhich is goed. It Meditasion.

‘is alfd true; that while a man

is in: Contemplation ; he ought' not to let
that go that hemay turn himielf ro Medita-
rion. Yer tho Conremplation s {till theber-
ter State y when a Chriftian 1snotactuaily in
Contemplation, it is not Inconvenicnt {6r

him roapply himfelf to Meditation : becaule

«the Soulrought to follow God ‘with all due
Reverence, in all thofe ways in which he
may lead her. !

. XV. ErRE oR:

If foul and impure Thoughts come into the
mind while one isin Contemplation , he ought to
take me care 1o drive them away: nor o 147
| F himfeif
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bimfelf toany good thoughts, but to have avom.

Pa":mr#c: in the trouble that he [uffers from
thems.

REFUTATION)

It is a piece of prudence in a man who

being in Contemplation,

Thisisonly fotebe  would nor lofe that union

underflood, that ac- |y which he is united to

gording torbe rules 14 :
given by all theMy- God , toavoid every thing

Thicks s when il thatmay occafion it; ason
shoughts come intoa  the contrary, it is a {irong
mans mind, tbe beft  piece of negle€t to enter-

may po overéomé  rain thar with complacence
shem, is rashersome- o1 ot make one lofe
glei them than to . St Th AR
firuggle much a- ity as Ot.Thomis o quin
gainft them. {ays, He that loves the canfe
from which any effeit fole
lows, either naturally, or at leaft commonlydoes
wertnally love the effeit it [felf : And the
Holy Ghoft fays, He that loves danger, shall
perish init. Therefore a man who being in
Contemplation , fecls the Rebellion of the
{enfible part ,he ought to ufe all diligence
to overcome in what{oevera ftate he may be
in. He ought therefore to recommend it to
God, and to implore his Grace to quiet
all thofe evil thoughts: that {ohisjoy being
{pread abroad in the Soul, all the diforderly
motions of fenfe may be calmed, O ut fine
ufpera in vias planasThat whatisrough may

ke made fmooth,
AVI.
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XVI. ERR OR. .

No nward Altionor Affeétion, tho formed
by the wertue of Faith, ispure or pleafing 1o
God: becanfe it vifes outof [elf-love , unlefs st
is infufed in ys by the Holy Ghaoft, withontany
Indufiryor Diligence ufed by ns: thereforethey
that are in the ffate of Contemplation or of
Prayeryorinward Affetlions, ought to continue
ina [tate of [ufpence, waiting for the miraci-
lous Influence of the H. Ghoft.

REFUTATION,

God is not only pleafed with all his own
Gifts, thatare in us,but with
every thing thatis done byus, """ %, =0 -
with the help of his Grace: Jﬁl’}ﬂf i’
therefore our Contemplation puch” of  this
will befo much the more per=  firain will ke
fect, the lefs inaétive we our found in all the
felves are: providgd that the Fﬂ'*ﬁ!’@‘ of the
Contemplative perfon does V¥ ks
not fuffer himfelt to be carried away by any
{enfible Objeét ; for by that he would fall
from that State, and become as Lot’s Wife,
who was {topt fhort , becaule the looked be-
hind her; It is then a rafhne(s to keep our
{elves in an unactive flate, and in 1t to look
for themiraculous Influenceof the H. Ghoft.
For all that are in the Prayer of Quietnefs;
muft not expect to be led into this Paffive
State; fince they have nota Condignity fute-
F i able

This is indeed
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.ble to thofe Gifts. Tho fomectimes the
H. Ghoft does penetrate the Souls of thole
who are in this prayer of inward aftection,
but this is the effect of a particular Grace:
1 add againit the firft branch of this Arricle
that the Quietiffs fay inthe 12th Article, that
Meditation is ofnomerit in the fight of God,
becaufe it does not look at him with the
Light of Faith ; from which 1 infer
that an Aé formed by the Power of Faith,
is meritorious betore God , and by confe-
quence , it is pure and acceptable to him.
XVII. E R R oOR.

Thofe who have arrived at the State of
Contemplation 5 and the Prayer of inwara
Quietnefs, being Religions Perfons, or being
under the Anthority of Parents, or any other
fupevionrs, arenot bound to obferve their Rules
or to obey their Superionrs, while ra".wj are 1
Contemplation o left that pterrupt it.

REFuTATION.

* Altho Contemplation is an At of high

Perfection,” y8fince itis not
This the Quictifts commandedby God, itmay
deny, asan Imputa- be interrupted without fin:
vion caft upimthean- 404 fince Obedience to Pa-
yents and fuperiours, is commanded by God,
that ought to take place, and even Contem-
plation ought to bedifcontinued 1n order to
it. And therefore confidering the Order that
God has fetled, that Obedicnce ought to be

pre - |

!
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preferred ro Contemplation , tho the latter is
as to its objective Perfection much morevas
luable than the former.
XVIII. E & r o =g

Contemplative perfons oxght to diveft therira
felves of all affeétions toall
things: they ought to rejett All the My flicks,
-y d"fP‘ﬁ' ﬁﬂr Gods gifts and in particular

Sr. Philip Nerius,
and favonrs , ‘and " ﬁ” have often done

evei for vertwest felf; andin  medridiculous &
order to this totall abnega- ablurd , as the
tionof all things, and thar Dighclt excerciles
. E .1 0of Mortification
they may live better within i
and Humility,
themfelves , theyought even
to dothat which is contrary to Mode(ly and des
cency 5 provided that it be not exprefly contrary
to fome of theten Commandments.
REFurT ATION
W hen God favours Contemplative Perfons
{o far, as to communicate any of hisblef~

3 fings to them , thefe things ought not to

be defpifed , but to be confidered as Fa-
vours that tendboth to beautify the Soul,
and to forrify her in the exercife of Ver-

- tue : fo that tho Contemplative Perfons
. ought not to be lifted up with them,

yet they mlght to value them highly , and
to make ufe of them with all Humility of
Spirit: and fince God confiders Decency as a
fort of Goodnefs , Contemplative perfons

k.3 oughg
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ought tobe decent inall things: for God has®
not by any fpecial Decree exempted them:
from the Rules of Reafon, upon which alli.
the Modefly and decency of Lifte is foun-
ded. _ "
XIX ErroR :
Contemplative Perfons are [ubjelt to violent
Commotions, bywhichthey lofe
Thisthe Quie- rhe exercife of the Freedom of
tifts -"*51‘-":'t A2 thesr Will. Sothattho theymay
E;:.:S:H}t:f:f:g fall intomoft grievons Sins, as}
juftly odiousto 22 the exteriour A, yet theyd
all theworld  do not atall fininwardly: And}
[o they are not bownd to confefi
that which they have done. Allthisis proved
by the example of Job, wha tho he not only faid
things that were very Injurions to bis Neigh= |
bour , but had blafphemed God moft Impion(ly
yethedid not fininallthis: becanfeall was done
bythe Fiolence of the Devill.In orderto the judg-
ing of thefe Violences, neither the Learning of
the Schoolmen or of the Cafuifls, isof anynfe: |
but 4 fispernatural Spirit isneceflary, which is
to be found in wery few perfons * now thefe
are the only Competent Iudges , who muft not
judge of the Internal by the External 5 but on
the contrary, of the External by the Inter~
wal,
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ReEruTtaTionN.
In this Article the Snakedoes not hide him-

felfin the Grafs, butthews
himfelf very vifibly : fince by
thisitis plain,that the Qure-
tifts willbe {enfual Libertines
under the name of Spiritual
and Contemplative Perfons.

But it is very poor-
ly refuted,certainly
Job faid many
very bard things
which God who
knew the fincerity

of bis bears , and
the flrength of bis
temtations, did not
lay 1o bis charge.

The Example that they
bring uff?ab fhews clearly
how littlethey underftand
the Scripture. Pebdidnot

{in outwardly , neither

againit his Nejghbeur nor againft Ged in
what befaid , cap.19. ver. 6.as Pineda (tom.2 .
in Job 235) has evidently proved from the
fiteralfenle of the words : he did notfin againft

his Neighbour, as appears by the Expofitions
of the Holy Fathers , trom whom we are to
learn the true fenfe of the Scriptures, And
toend thismatter inafew words, that Grace
with which Godaflifts us atall times, is fuch,
that we co-operating with it , may over-
come all the T'emtations of our Enemies. And
Chrift has {faid toall in the perfon of S. Pawul,
My Graceis [ufficient for thee : thetetorea Con-
templative Per{on cannot be pufhed on by any
violence orneceflity whatfoever, toany Ex«
ternal Act of Sin,

F 4 L3
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{tisnot eafic to judge whetherthele Arei-
¢les are faithfully drawn out, or traly repre-
lented : for it 18 pl‘ﬂb;‘tb]‘_ﬂ, that Malice has 2
large fhare in fome of them , chicfly in this Jaft,
which leads to down-right Libertinage ; tho
others haverather {ufpected, that all tended
toan Elevated Deifm: ycrt it is certain, that
it there is much Poifon in thefe Articles, the
Antidote of the Cenfure is {o feeble, that it
cannot havea ftrong Operation ; and it {hews
bow little the Seriptwre and truc “Dsvinity is
underitoodat R gme.

POSTSCRIPT.

N the former Letter, I told you allthat 1

could learn of this matter, duringmy {tay
at Rome , but having left itin Zuly, 1 prevailed
with one to give me an account of the Con-
clufion of this Affair, of which I {end you a
Copy: for tho I know all the Gazettes of
Exrope will be full of the Decifion and end
that is believed to be put to the bufinefs of
Quietifm , yer you know too well , how
little one oughtto depend on fuch Relations:
all the newes of this matter, will either be
that which 1s writ by the direétion of the
Inguifition ,or by the Strangers thatarethere,
and pick up fuch things as they find among
the Remans, who are ever true to the old

(__:h:tu
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Gharatrer that fuvenal gave of that City,
Sequitsr fortunam,nt femper, & odit
Damnator.

Therefore T will give you an account of
this bufinefs, on which you may depend, inthe
words of a Letter writ me from Romze.

Now this great Affair, upon which men
have fo long Jookt with {fo much expectation,
is aranend: and a party that was believed to
be aMillion ftrong, isnow cither quite extin-
guifht, or at leaft opprefled with a great deal
of Infamy : and Mz Molinos, who has hved
above twenty yearsinthis Ciry, inthe higheft
Reputation pofiible , is now as much hated
as ever he was admired: he isnot only confi-
dered as aCondemned yand an Abjured Here-

‘1ick, bat he is faid to have been convicied of

much Hypocrify, and of a verylewd courfe
of life; which is fo firmly believed by the

amans, that he was treated by them on the
day of his Abjuration, with all poffible In-
dignities ; but the peopleas they thewed their
affections to him, by their criesof Fire, Fire,
fo were ready to have facrificed him to their
rage, if he had notbeen well defended by the
Shiri and Guards thatwere about him. And
it would be a crime enough at prefent, tore-
commend a man to the care of the Inguifitors,
if he thould feem todoubt either of his Here-
fy, or of the Scandals of his life, All the

party is extreamly funk : Cardinal Petruces
: F 5 him{elf
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himfelf livesin Rome as if he wercina defert;
for no Body goes tovifit him, and he ftirs as
little abroad: nor isit thought that he will
efcape: there arc four fent by the Inguifition
to his Diocefs of 7/ to examin his beha-
viour there : thereis allo a difcourfe, that has
lately appeared at Rome,that was fecretly prin-
ted , of which heisfufpected to be the Author,
which is an Apology for Quictifm, that gives
great offence. Itis {aid, thatthe Ingusfitors
had full proofs againft Aelinos, by fourteen
Wi itnefles; of whom eight indeed came and
offered their Depofitions of their ownaccord,
and the other fix wereforced to declare the
truth, which raifes the Creditof their Tefti-

mony: {incehis Abjuration, it is faid that ma-

ny of his Followers have abjured in private,
and that befides the Prifoners that are in their
hands, great numbers come in every day to
accufe themfelves, andrto offer themfelvesto
pennance , thele are all very gently difmifled
by the Inguifitors , whoare now as much cen-
{ured by the Romanstor their exceflive mild-
nefs, as everthey have been blamed by others
fortheir rigour : and thofe fecret Abjurations
are believed to be all the Severitythat they
will praétife onthis Occalion ; toriois faid that
even F. Appiani the fefusre will be abjured in
fecrer; tho fome fay, he is madd, others that
he is become deaf and dumb, and not a few
believe that he 1s dead : 0 uncertain are all
Reports
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Reports at prefent.Ina word,the hatred of the
prefent Pontificate appears ver vifibly upon
this Occafion: the People affelting tothew a
very extraordinary rage againftaperfon, anda
party,that has been fo muth favoured and {up-
ported by the Pope : o that this matter comes
clearly home to him, and wounds his Repu-
tation extreamly;all thisraifes the ereditofthe
Jefuites, who value themfelvesupon the zeal
and the conduét ot their Society upon this Oc-
cafion, All the Popes Encmies, the Fefwites,
the French Party, and the body of the People,
that are Malecontented and weary of him,
and his long and dull Reign, {hew the Plea-
fure they have in aggravating this matter a-
gainft him : they fay, this 1s the firit time
that ever.any Herefy made Rome its Seat,
where it chooled to ncitle it {elf; bue it 1s
yet more ftrange , thatit {hould have conti-
nued there above twenty years, notwithitand-
ing all that multitude ot Spyes thatthe Jugs:-
fition has every where; that the Popefhould
have fhut his Ears again{t all Complaints,
{o that this Doétrine had gained fogreat Au-
thority , that thofe who attackeit, paffed for
Hereticks , or Calumniators at leait ,and thac

evenafter all the Difcoveries that have been
made , that the Pope was known to favour

Molinos {ecretly,and was fo hardly brought ac

la{t to confent to the Condemnarion,in which

it is faid , that nothing prevailed on him till

- the
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the Cardinal’s informed him of the Scandals
of Molinos’s Life, that were proved: this
was indeed amatter that could fall within the
Popes underftanding ; for the points ot Do-
Gerine are believed to be aboveit. All thefe
things cancur to increafe the Contempt un-
der which the prefent Pontificate lies; yetas
for thole Scandals of Molinos’s life, 1donot
I:now what tobelieve : many will notbeheve .
them, and think they are only Impoftures
given out to render him odious; for if they
had been true, and well proved , it is faid,
thatthe (enfure would havebeen {everer;for
a perperual Zmprifonment 5 and the faying his
Credo, and the fourth part of the Rofary cvery
day , are mild Punithments, if he is found
to have been fo flagitious a man ,-and fo vile
a1 H}’[JDCl'itE: as 18 gi"i."fl'i out. His own Be-
haviour at the Minerva did not look, either
like 2 Man, that was much confounded with
the Difcoveries that had been made , arthat
was very Penitent for them , or for his Herefy;
{o that the Mildnefs of the Cenfire, toaMan
that {hewed fo little humility or repentance,
(eems to flow rather from the Defeétivenels
of the Proofs, than from the gentlencﬁa of the
Tribunal. 1confefs, I wasnota Witnefs to
what pa{'ﬁfd in the Minerva; foras I would
not venture in the Crowd, {o both Money
and Favour was neceflary to accommodate a

man well on that occalion, where not only
a

T i — e T
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a general Curiofity brought avait confluence
of People together, tofee the iffue of 2 Bufi-
nefs that has been fo long in {ufpence, buta

arricular Pevotion : for the Pope had granted
a General Indulgence to all that thould aflift in
that Solemnity : but I will give you the ac-
cotnt as I had it from Eye-witnefles. Mol:-
nos was well drefledy, new trimm’d, in his
Pricftly Habit , witha cheerful Countenance,
that as was faid by his Enemies, had all the
Charmes on it, that were necgliary to re-
commend him to the fair Sex,He was brought
from Prifon in an open Coach , one Domini-
can being with him inic. Hc was at frft
placed forfome time in one of the Corridori of
the Minerva:hielooked about him very freely,
and returned all the Salutes that were made
him: and all that he was heard fay, was,
Thatthey [aw aman that was defamed, but tha
svas Penitent (Infamato ma Pentito,) After
that he was carried te dinner, where he was
well treated, that being to be his lait good
Dinner. After Dinner , he wasbroughtinte
the Church, as ina Triumph, carried onthe
fhoulders of the Sbir: inan openChair : when
he was brought to his place,, ashe made his
R everence very devoutly to the Cardinals, {o
there was no thew of Fear or of Shame, n
his whole Deportment. He was chained, and
a Wax Light was putin hishand, whiletwo

ftreng-lung’d Fryers read his Procefs aloud,
and
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and care had been taken tolay matters{o, that
as fome of the Articles wereread, all thould
cry Fire, Fire. When he cameback to Prifon,
he entred into his little Cell , with great
Tranquillity, calling it his Cabiner, and
took leave of hisPricft in thefe words , Adies
Father, we shall meet again at the Day of fudg-
ment, and thenir will appear on which fide
the Truth is,whether on my fideor on yoxrs. So
he was fhut up for Life. Yet after all I find
none of the wife men here think that the
thing is at an end 5 but that the Fire which
{eems to be now extinguifthed, will break
out with more violence ; for one of his Fol-
lozwers had the boldnefs to tell the fagaifitors
to theirface , that they were a Company of
Unjuift, Cruel, and Heretical men ; and
compared their Treatment with that which
Chrift had met with, and yet even he has
efcaped dpon an Abjuration , as ispretended.
T'he Reafons that are given for this extraor-
dinary Gentlencfs of the Inguifiors, who are
feldom accufed for erring on this fide , are
both the Numbers of the Party, whomight
be much irrirated by publick Examples, and
alfo the great Credit that their Dolirine has
from the Myfical Divinity, that is autho-
rifed by fo many Canenifasions: for it is faid,
that from feveral parts the frquifitors have
brought together above twenty thoufand of
Maling’s Lerrers : whole Correlpondence
| was
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“was fo vait, that fome give out, that the

Poft of the Letters, that werebrought him the
day in which he was feifed on, rife to twenty
Crowns. And I heard a Divine of Rome con-
fefs,that they have fuch Authoriries for moft of
their Teners, that they will never be beat out
of them , by the force of their School Divinity,
therefore he thoughtit was neceflary to con-
demn them by a formal Sentence, in which
the Authority of the Church was to be inter-
pofed. Motft of the condemned Articles are
nothing but an Invidious Aggravating of
the Dodtrineof Predeflination and Grace FL.
ficacious of it felf, and of Immediat Infpira.’
tion: for all the hard Confequences thar are
pretended to be drawn, either from the one
or the other of thefe Opinions, are all turned
o fo many Artieles; -and condemned as o
many Impious Doctrines § but you will be
better able tojudge of this matter when you
fee all that the Jnguifirors will think fir 1o
priut concerning it.
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A SECOND

0 L B 4

Writ from

R O M E,

Containing fome Particulars, relating
to the

| g INQUISITION..

Y laft to you, together with the
Adwvertifement which was {ent nre
from Rome, related wholly to the

Affairs of the Qwietiffs3 but be-
caufe I know your Curiofity will perhaps go
“Further,and that you expect fuch Obfervations
from me, as you fancy me capable to make,
in a Countrey where I have now made folong
aftay, that it ismy own fault, if Lhave not
beenable tofee a little further than Common

Tra~

e
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Travellers do, therefore I will try what I
can fay that may pleafe you.

I am; asyou know, no Searcherinto Manu-
feriptsy or the Cuariofities of Libraries, nor
can I bring my felf tofodryaftudy as is that
of Medals, or Infcriptions. 1 had rather be
beholding to the Lalﬁz}urs of others,for the
Difcoveries they have made in thofe mat-
ters, than wear out my Eyes and {pend my
Time inthe reading and Deciphering thofe
Remains of Antiquity, I love allthat knows
ledg , which, with how much difficulty foe-
ver it may be acquired, feeds themind with
fome ufeful Ideas: butas for that knowledﬁ
which carrys one no further, thenthatfuc
a Word,or fuch a Hierogliphick fignified fuch
athing , and that gives the mind no matterto
work on, and raifes no game ac whichit mT‘y
fly 5 it has not charm enough to work on fo
laly a man as Iam. Iconfels, my ftudies,and
my way of luafe would have carried me more
naturally into marters of Religion, or into
the Politicks: but as to the former, Iraly is
not a Country, where a man ecither can or
dare reafon upon thefe Subje&@s: for their
Ignorance is fuch, that no man can profic
much by their converfation on thofe heads :

“befides that it is not fafe to doit. The Zra-

lians are too wellbred, ro atrack a man on -
that Argument; and they know their own
Ignorance fowell, and have {fohigh an Opi-
G nion
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nion ofthe Learning of the Herericks,that they
are fure never to provoke any of them : and
he were avery bold and Indifcreetman, that
would begin the difpute with them: fo after
all, Newes and Polszicks is all that Remains,
and you know 1 am idle enough beth to
think and totalk of thefe uponoccafion : yet
I muft confefs, that I find fo many of my
Refiettions in Dr. Burnets Lerters, that I have
got fent me from Leghorn, that if I had not
feen thefe , Ihad very likely writ you a great

many of thofe that are already fet out b
him ; with {o much advantage, thatIfindthe
beft part ofall my Obfervations are already
made by abetter Pen :but I, who have as great
an Averfion from copying, ashe fayshe has;
will avoid the faying any one thing that I find
inhis Letters : and will only {peak of thofe
Places thathe did not {fee, or of thofe matters
which hehad not time enough to enquire af-
ter, orto obferve; and fince the former Les-
ter, contaned fuch a long and feriousrecital
of amatter, that if it fixed your attention , yet
muft have wearied it, I willnow divert you
alictle, with fome Storys, that will be more
agreeable ;and then I'will return to more fe«
rious Sxbjefts. 1'will begin with fome relating
to the Inguifition. 1teld you m my former
. Letter, of a great many Prifonérs inthe In-
guifirion , butamongall the Prsfoners thatare
there, none will furprife you {o much as
when
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when I tell you that there isa Cruxifix kept
there , which is called, onr Saviourinthe In.
quifition : when this was firft told me, I durft
not fpeak out that which naturally occur-
red tomy thoughts, which was, that our Sas
vionr and the ‘%mh of his Gofpel, wasindeed
shut up with fo much feverity by the Fnguifi-
tors, thatitwasnowonder if he were récko4
nedamong the Prifoners ofthat{cvere Conrt.
But thisftory islefs feriousyand more Comical.

Youknowthat in all the bigotted Tozens,
the people are forted in feveral Fraternities
and every one of thefe; has their peculiar
Churches, eAltars, Images and Relicks, to
which they pay 2 more extraordinary devos
tion: fo there was one in Florence , among
whofe favourite Images a Cracifix hapned to
be one : a Woman (that had a fair Danghter)
fell fick: and as ‘fhe had payed many Devos
tions to that Image, i'o'glc came to fancy,
that in her ficknefs{he had the Returns of

‘very extraordinary Favours from it. The

truth of the matter was; that one who hada
mind to have frequent accels to her Dawgh«
ter 5 made a sh;}t to deceive the poor jfick,
Woman: for he appeared in fuch a difguife
to ber , that fhe believed it was the Image
that came to comfort her. And that which
was the moft acceptable part of the Impo- .
fture was 3 that the Impoffor knew by her

Daughiers means, every thing thatshe wan-
| G 2 ted,
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ted , and rook care to provide it for her,
{o that at every vifit_that he made her, he
brought along with him , all thethings that
{he needed : this was fenfible ; fothe credulous
Weman believed all this came from her be-
loved Image: andihe was now as gratefull as
the had been before devout :. the told all that
came to fee her; how careful and bountiful
that /mage was to her: and f(hewed them
how well fhe was {upplied by it Infhort,
this came to be generally believed : for when
the leaft ffory of this kind gets vent, and is
wellreceived by the Prieffs, the People run
i {o headlong to it, that it would pafs for
a Crime capableenough of ruiningone inthe
Spirit of the Inguifitors , to {eem to doubt
otit; but much more it one ftudiedto unde-
ceive others: therefore thingsef this nature
kindle the minds of a(uperflicious multitude
foquick, thatin a few days @ whole Town
will feem as it was out of its Wits: which
appeared fignally on this occalionat Florence:
fornow the whole Town entred into this Fra-
ternity. The Great Duke himfelf came into
the number, and all were ftudying whatnew
Honours thould be done to an fmage that had
been fo kind to one ofits Warshippers. Butiome
that were wifer than the reft, faw thro the
, Cheat, and Informed 2, fnnocent the 10th. of
ity who was refolved to putaftop to the cur-
rentof this Swperflition : ycu he fawit wasnece
ceflary

(i
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Concerning the INQUISITION. 101

ceflary to do it withfome addrefs: It fell ouc
to be the year of fubily 1650. {o the Pope writ
to Florence , thathehad heard ofthe Miracles
ofthat /mage , to whichhede fired earnetly to
dohis own Devorions, therfore he intreated
them tobring ic to Reme; that fo the Jmage
might have the addrefles ot all the Pi{grfﬁ;.r, 18
wellas his own made to it. Upon this the
more bigotted of the Fraternity, would needs
accompany the Charitable Image {o they
carried It n Pr'dﬁf‘fﬂfﬂ.’: [0 Kome : :lT'ld did noc
doubr but that the Pope and Cardinalls with
the Clergyof Rome would have comeout inPro-
ceffionto meer themand therr Image: The fur-
prife was nodoubt very great, when inftead of
all this, they found a Company of Soirvi {tay-

ing for them at the Porra dell Poprls ; who

took their fmage from them , and carried it

away to the fuguifition ; aad fent them away

nor a lictle mortifiad ar the Difgrace , thag

had befallen their Cracifiz , who has been

ever (incea Prifonerin the Inguifition.

‘I was told of another “Prifoner there of a
later date, but not much unlike this. You
know the legend of the Plagse that was in
Rome , aslrememberin S. Gregory the great 't
time, that was {topt by an Aagel, that as was

rerended came down, and itood over that
Caftle, whichwasformerly calied Moles Ha-
driani , buthascarried the name of Caffro S.
dagelo everfince. The Fryersol Ara Cal haa

2

] gﬁE




102 A Letter from ROME,

got a Srane, upon which there was an Im-
preflion like the print ofa Foor: {o they had
put this in fome part of their Chureh, and
gaveit out that this print was made by the
Foot of that Angel; tho onc canhardly Ima-
gine how they fancied thatan 4ngel treads fo
hard. This Szone had many Devotions payed
it. 'The learned Sig® Pietro Belloré, Who 1s
without difpute the beft Antiguary in Rome,
being once in that Chappel at his Devotions ;
obferved a great many praying about this
Stone, and kiffing it with greac Refpect and
AfteCtion; fohecame to look upon it, and
having examined it carcfully , he faw clear-
ly it was a fragmentof a Statucof the Goddefs
Ifisy the Greek Charatters were legible, and
many things concurred to make amanof his
Learning and Exactnefs conclude, that the
Devarions were mis-applied that were payed
it; fo he went to onc of the Fathers of the
Houfe , and acquainted him with his Obferva-
tion : and wished that they would rémove
that miftaken Object of Worfhip, left fome
of the learned Hereticks that pafled thro Reme,
might difcover and reproach the (hurch with
it. But the Fathers of the Houfe found their
account in this matter, fo they were fo far
from following his good Advice, that they
afperfed him that had given it , foastoaccufe
him of Impiety for diverting the Devotions
of the people : the Imputation was carried {o
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far that he was brought before the Tngwifition
to clear himfelf, which he did fofully, that
he not only got fafe out of their hands) but
which was more , he convinced them that he
was in the right: {o the Stone was removed,

and keeps the Crugifix company in the Inquss

fition.

But by thefe two Storys, you will perhaps
imagin that I defign to beget in: youagood
Opmion of that Canrt; but I will now tell
you another, that will foon bring you back
to your,old thoughts of that T ribunal. Burrbi
is a2 man f{o famous in the World, that one
that has looked into Natural Philofophy and
Chimiftry , could not be long in Rome with-
out making an acquaintance with him: but
to tell you truth , I ncither found bim to
be fo greata Chimift as he fancics himfelf to
be, nor fo greata Heretick_ as the Ingnifitors
havemade him. I tell you this the more par-
ticularly, that you may upon it judge how
far you are to Eclicvc the account that the
Inguifirors may give of their proceedings a-
gainft Molinos : lince you may concludetrom
what was done to the one, what may be ex-
peéted in all‘cafes that arc brought before
them, Burrbi’s Story isinfhortthis; -He isa
Gentleman of the Millanefe ,who was born
to an Eftate of 8ooo. Crowns a year : In his
youth he had travelled, and had fetinto his

i

head the Notions of the New F lofopby aﬂci

%
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104 A Letter from ROME,

of Chimiftry: {o at his return to Milan, he
began to prﬂpa[gatﬁ the pew Philafophy, and
to form a Conference upon thofe martters:
the Prieftsit feems {ufpected , that there might
be fomewhat under this, {o he was put 1n
the Inguifition, but nothing could be made
out again{t him, he was let out: after that
he went and {tayd for fome years in German

and Holland ; and it is very probable thathe
might have exprefled himf{elt concerning the
Conrts of Inguifition, as a man that had no
great opinion either of their Juftice, or of
their Mercy. And as he has gone into all the
high preterfions of the Chimifts, fo itis pro-
bable enough that he has talked of matters
of Religion . that Myiterious unintelligible
Fargon 5 that is ufed almoit by all the men
that arcof the higheft Elevation of Chimiftry ,
but chiefly by Paracelfus and Van Helmont.
In{hort, fome Accufations were given in to
the Inguifitors againlt him, who complained
of him to the Emperonr ,and had fo much cre-
dit in his Cosr: that he ftrained his power to
the utmoft, and feifed on him , and fent him
to Italy, where thofe good Fathers were re-
folved not to give him a {fecond occafion of
boafting , that ‘he had got fafe out of their
hands: {trange things were objected to him;
and as is pretended, they were proved againit
him ; as that the B. Firgin was God equal with
the Son y and that the H. Ghoff wasincarnate in

.;JI;'}':
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(oncerning the INQUISITION. 10g

ber, as well asthe Eternal Word was in bey
Son: that thethree Perfons in the Trinity were
the firft, the {econd , and the third Heavens -
that the Son was from all Eternity difcontented
with the Father , for not making him equal ta
him : that the Confecrated Hofly had in it the
Body of the Mother aswell asthat of the Son -
and that the putting the piecesof it together in
the Chalice , demonftrated the Union between
the Motherand the Son. Thefe Opinions were
all proved againft him: tho he protefts that,
he never thought of them, yet he wasforced
toabjure theminthe year 1668. and was up-
on that condemned to perpetual Imprifon.
ment; he continued in the Prifon of the 7i-
guifitson, till within thele five orf{ix years,
that the Duke &’ Effrees being fick , procured
an Order for having Burrbi to come and trelic
him; and in gratitude to Barrbi, who cured
him, he got his Prifon changed to the Caftle
St. Angelo: where he now entertains him(elf
with Chimical Proceffes. It is mdeed ver
probable, that he had provoked the Inguifition,
by {peaking feverely and reproachtully of
them, and thiswas all his Crime, unlefs an-
other Articleagain{t him might be his Effuzes
for of his 8oqo. Crowns a year, there 1s but
3000. left him; for the good Farhers have
had the Charity to take 5c00. ro themfelves -
and his 3coo. is fo eat upby them , thro who(e
hands it comes to him, that he hasnor 1 §00.
' G 5 Crowng
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Crowns 2 year payed him; and from this you
may fee what credit you ought to'give to the
Proceffes 5 the Articles , and the Abjurations
that are made betore that Cour:.

If inftead of that Zeal which animates
them againit Herefy, they would purge their
own Chureh of thofe Diforders , which they
themfelves acknowledg to be corruptions,
they would foonerbring themf{elves again in~
to credit. The fcandalous Piétsres that arein
many Churches of ftaly , are things thatmight
deferve their care, if they woulditurn it to
that hand. Is it not a thameful thing , that
therehasnot beena great Mafler in Painting
who has not put that Complement on: his
Miftrefs, as to paint her for the Firgin? {o
that the moft celebrated Madonna’s of Iraly
are known to have beenthe Adiffreffes of the
Great Painters. 'The Poftures ,the Looks,and
the Nakednefi of many of the Church-picces,
are Monftrous Indecent things. The great
defign of the f#;;u:’a at Florence, 1s{uch a Re-
prefentation of Fice, that allthat can be pre«
fented by a defiled Imagination, comes fhort
of whatis to befeenthere: and tho the Serip-
ture fpcaks but of one Apparitionof the Holy
Ghoft in the {hape of a Dove; one thall find

this Dove on the Head, at the Ear, and the

Mouth of I know not how many of their
Saints; and as one finds in many Pieces , that

their Maffers have refolved to perpetuate
their
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Caoncerning the INQUISITION. 107

their own Amours in them, fo Amours are
every day managed by the fame methods : for
whil}él was at Reme ,1 difcovered an Intrigue
berweena Fryer and a Nun,by two Piltures,
that were drawn for them : the Fryer was
drawn as a S. Anthony, and the Nun as a§,
Katherine of Siena: thefe they were to €x-
change, and foto feed their paffion under this
difguife of Devotion.

But to return to Indecent Piétsres, there
is nothing' more fcandalous , than the man
various Reprefentations of the Trinity, whic

"muft needs give to all fews and Mahometans

as well as to #s, that pafs for Hererickr, 2
firange horror to a Relsgion that fuffersthofe
odious Refemblances , that give fuch grofs
Ideas of the Deity, and of the Trinity : and
that which is yet the moft {candalous part of
thofe Piétures , is that the Reprefentation of
Godthe Fatber is oftendiverfified according to
the caprice of the Painter;and heistobe fcen
in the Habits of the feveral Orders of that
Church ,and indeed both Features, Hair, Ha-
bit, and Poftures, have all the diverfity in
them that isneceflary to feed an fdolatry, that
is as Exrravagant as itis grofs.

The Pi&ure of the B. Pirgin, withthe Or-
der of the Capuchins undcr{cr Petticoat, 1s
not very apt to raife Chaft Idea’s in thofe who
look uponit. In fhort, whereas the Rule of

the Antient Architetture of Churches, was to
ic A N
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below and dark , which was thought the moft

proper, for the Recolle¢tion of a man’s Fa-
culties, and by confequence for Dewvotion, ig
now quite altered: and great Cupulos with a
vaft lllummnation, are neceflary to fhew the
Beauty of thofe rich Pieces, which would be
loft in Churches built as dark as the Antient
Ones were.

I confefs, thofe Pictures are charming
things, if they were any where elle than in
Churches: but the pleafure they give, does o
poflefsa man thatbeginste, underftand them,
that it will kindle any thoughtsin him , fooner
than devout ones. I will not here let my
Pen carry me into a Subject that muft needs
fet allmy thoughtson fire; and {peak of the
great Pieces of Pasnting that are in Iraly, and
of the many Mafkers that it produced in the
laft Age: who as they were fuch Extraordi-
nary men, {o they lived within the Compals of
one Age; as if the Perfeétion in that amaling
Art had been to dye withthem, as wellas ic
was born with them ; this, Ifay ;would make
one think, that there are Revolutions and
Afpelts in the Heavens thatare favorable or
crofs to Arts or Sciences: and thatthen, the
moft favourable Afpect for Painting that ever
was, produced thofe aftonishing perfor-
mances. Forthothe greatdecay of Learning
that is every where, may be reafonably e-

nough refolved in this, that whereas in tlhi
alt
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Concerningthe INQUISITION. 103

laft Age many great Primces were either Learn-
ed themfelves 3 or at leaft they made it a
Maxim to protect and encourage Learning;
butthis having at laft grown to an excefsof
Rudenefs and Pedantry , and Princesbeco-
ming generally extream Ignorant, it came to
palstorapicce ofbreeding , to fay nothing that
wasbeyond their pitch, or that feemed to

" reproach their Ignorance : and thofe who

could not hide their Learning , were called
Pedants: and pedantry was reprefented fo
odious, that Ignorance being the lalieft as
well as the {ureft way to avoidthis,all men
took that very naturally; and when other
methods are as effectual to raifemen to the
higheft preferments either of the Barr or of
the Palpit as true Leaming or réall Merir;
few willchoofe the long and tedious,and often
themoftuncertain way, when the End thar
they propofe to themfelves ,. may be cer-
tainly compafled by a more effeétual andeas
fier one. Flattery and Submiffionsaref{ooner
Learned and ealier practifed by men of low
and mean fouls , than much hard and dry
ftudy: thus, Ifay, the decay of Learning is
very eafilyaccountedfor, in the Agein which
welive : but as tor the Art of Pasnring , it
is fLill in fuch efteem , and great picces go
ftill at fuch vaft rates, that if the Genius
and capacity for it werenot loft, there is
encouragment enough ftill to fét it agoir];gz

(14
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110 A Letter from ROME,

but I leave this fubjet ot without putting
{fome conftraintonmy felf; for whocan thmk
offuch Wonderful men as Correge, Michael
Angelo, Raphael, Panlo Veroncfe, Inlio Ro-
mano , Carrache, Palma, Titian and Tintoret,
without feeling a concern at every time that
he refleéts on the Wonders of their pencils:
St. Lukes pretended work , and eventhefup-
pofed performances ot Angels,are fad things
fet near theirpieces. One, whofe thoughtsare
full of the Wonders of that Ar¢; that are to
befeenin Florence, goesintothe Annsnciata,
and fees not without Indignation, thatado-
red picture of the Pirgin,, which, as the fond
people therebelieve, was finished by an A#-
el , while the Painter that was working at ity
and that could not animate it as he defired,
fellafleep 3 who as foon as he awaked, faw
his picce finished. This fiction of thepasnters,
toraife the credit of hispittare, is fo well be=
lieved at Florence ;. that the prefents made to
enrich the eAlrarand Chappel, where it ftands,
areInvaluable:& yetatter all,the Angel’s work
is ftillno better than the common painting of
that time: and that Angel:painter , was buta
bungler if compared, tothe great Mafters. In
awords what canbe thought of humane na-
ture , whenin forefined a place as Florence,
{fo courfe an Impofture has been able to |
draw to it , fuch an Ineftimable ftock of °

Wealth.
All
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Concerning the INQUISITION. 11x

All thefe things are fo many digreffions
from my main {ubjeét, whichwas, toshew
you how much matter the Inguificors might
find , if‘ihﬂ}? would ul't::m}r exaltnelsin redref-
fing thofe Abules which they themielves will

‘notdefend in common converfation: and yet

thuth:imailcitrhing, that feemseven at the
greateft diftance ro go againtt cheir Intere
1slooktafter with a very watchful care; yet
the groflelt of all Impoftures, that proves
profitable to them, is much encouraged by
them.

The fable of Loretto, isfoblack and {6 ri-
diculous a piece of Impofture, that I never
faw a manoffenfe , thatcared to enter upon
that fubject. I wasonce in Company where
I took the liberty to propofe two modeft
Exceptions to it : the one was, that about
200 years aftcr the reft of the Angelical La-
bour in carying about that Cortage is preten-

_ded to have fallen out; Fincent Ferrier

whom they believe a great Saint, not only
fayes nothing of itsbeing then in Italy, but
fayes exprefly,that it wasthen in Nazarerh, &
that many Airacles were wrought about it.
Antomin of Florence; whoisalfo the moit Im-
pudent Writer of Legends that ever was, fay’s
notaword ofit fome Agesafter they fay that
it was at Loretts,  All the anfiver that I had
tothis was, that it was no Article of Faith,
butwhetherit was true or falfe, the Devo-

tion
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tionofthe People was ftill entertained by it :
and this , they faid , wasasmuch meritorious,
tho founded onaFable, asthegiving of Cha-
sity to one whoisbelieveda fit objeét, butyet
isindeeda Cheat, isacceptable to God: and
thushe who gives upona good inward motive,
will be rewarded according to the Difpo-
fition of his Mind, and not according to the
Truth orFalfehood ofthe Story, that wrought
apon him. I durftnot prefsthis matter too
far: otherwife I would have replied, that
how excufeable foever the Superftition of
Ignorant People maybe, yet this does not at
all juftify the Cheatthat the Church putsupon
her {o eafily deluded children, The truthis;
the Romans themfelves have not fuch fhift
notions of all the points ot Controverfy as we
are apt to Imagine: thismalkes me remember
a converfation that paft fome years ago, be-
tweenan Abbot & once of our Clergymen , that
was then a Governourto a Perfon of Quality,
that in his Travels ftayed for fome tume at
Rome. The.Abbot {ecing theGovernonr wascon-
(idered as a man of Learning, defiredtobeIn-
formed of him s what were the Posnts indifies
renceberween the rawe Churches: fo the Go-
vernour told him s that wee had our warship
in aknown tengue; that we gave the (up in
the Sacrament; that we bad no Jmages, and
did not pray to Sasnzs : allthisdid notdifturb
the Abbor, who faid, that thefe Wcrcdnnly
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Concerning the QUIETISTS, 173

IR different Ritesand (eremonies s Which might
5@ be well enough born with: when the other
(B added, thatwe did not believe Tranfubftan-
W R siation nor Purgatery 4 the Abbor faid, thefe
‘uif were the fubtilties of the School: fo hewas
s g very gentle ull the Governonrtold him, that
lip§ we did not acknowledge the ‘Pope ; then the
whe § Abbor wasallon fire, and could not compre-’
wgt § hend, how men could be Chriftians 5 that did
o § not ackrowledge Chrifts Picar ,andS. Peter’s
e §  Sweceffor: and 1t is very plain at Rome atthis
vof § day, thattheyconliderthe Converfion of Na-
Wit § Fions, wonly asitmay bring in more profit into
pn § the Datary Courr,and raife the value of the Offie
uhy §  cesthere; for when I feemed amafed in con-
fif | verfarion withfome of them , to fee fo little
jwe | regardhad to the Ambaffadonr of England ,and
wir | toevery thing that he propofed ; they toldme
/b | plainly, that perhaps the Angelsin Heavenre<
e | yoiced at the converfion of a finner upon the
iy, | puremotives of perfect Charity , but they at
wit | Rome looked at other things. They faw no
wn- | profit like tocome from England ; 'no Bulls
th- | werecalled for, and no Cempofitions liketo be
i | made; ifthofe thingsshould once appear, then
oo | a0 Admbafadonr tromthence would be treated
ey | like the penitent Prodigal , efpecially if he
wa | were a little lefs governed by the pefustes,
nd §  who werebelieved to have managed our Am-
b | baffadonra little too abfolutely - and here it
nly §  will be no unpleafant digreffion if I tell you
e H, the
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the true reafon that retarded the Promotion of
the Cardinal 4’Eff¢ {0 long.

The Pope himfelf faw what the Unele of this
Cardinal did at Rome , in P, '#iexander the
7thstime, uponthe bufinefs of the Corfis, and
the affront that was put on the Duke of Crequy,
which made fo much noife. That Cardinal
being then the Proteétor ot the French Nation,
offered firft to the D. of Creguy,. to go with
him, accompanied with 500 Men, that he
knew he couldraife in Rome, to the Palaceof
Dom Mario Chigi, and to fling him out at
window : butthe D. of Crequy thinking that
{fuch a revenge went too far, the Cardinal
him{elf went accompanied with his 500 Men
to the Palace , and expoftulated the matter
withthe Pbpe,and demanded Reparation; and
when the Pope put it by in fome general an-
fwers, he prett him {o hard, till the Pope threat-
ned to puil his Cap from him , but he anfwered,
that he would clap a Head-piece onit o todefend
it , andthat be would never part with that , il
behad pulledthe Tripple Crown from his head ;
This was vigorous , and the Cardinal had a
mind to perpetuate the memory of it, for he
made himfelt be drawn with a Headpiece by
him , hishand pointing towardsit, which I faw

at Modena; and it is plain by their way of {pea-
king of this matter ,that they were proud of it.
"The prefent Pope being at that time a (ardinal,
faw thisdiforder, and {o he wasrefolyednever
to

I
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to raife one of that fumily to the Purple:yet the
carneft and repeated Inftances from England,
overcame him at laft. ‘
b But now again [ return to that from which I
'_' have digrefled fo often, which isthe work that
2§ the Ingnifitionmight findin lialy, even with-
' out departing from any of their receivéd Prin-
' § ciples. That fcandalousImpofture of the 4/00d
of S. Panuaryat Naples,that feems to be firm &
* |} dry inthe F4al, and that diffolves and moves
: asitis brought near his Head,which is fo firmly
believed by allthe bigots there,muft needsgive
an Indignation to all that love T'ruth, when
they fee fuch grofs Deceptions put upon the
World. I'will nottake upen me to fay how
itis managed ; but nothing is more eafy than
® | the ordering of thismatter may be. Forifthat
W} Pial be filled with tinétured liquor, the #ial
- | being put in Ice and Salt , will freefe in an In-
wh | fiant; anditbeingagainintheair, may return
gad | very quickly toits former ftate, fo that there
/# |=isnoneed ofany great skill for the conduéting .
wéi | this matter: and it is fo much their Interett,
W1 | who have thekeeping of this pretended Blood,
it | tokeep the fecret very religioufly, that it is
29 | nowonderific is not difcovered. ~ He indeed
li¥ | who eitherdoubts of it, or would adventure
# | ‘todifcoverit, muftrefolvetogoand live fome
it | wereelfe than in NVaples, wherethis pafles for
iy | the chief Glory, as well as thegreateft blef-
eet | fing oftheir Ciry: and the people there are fo
10 - H 2 .5




516 A Letter from R OME,

extreamly credulous , & the Priefts arefo very
Infolent, that this has appeared of latein fuch

Inftances, that if thePiceroy of Naples, were &

not both a very extraordinary man, and moft
exceflively efteemed and beloved there, he
could not have ftood his ground in the Difpute
which is now on foot , and of whichthoall the

«zettes make mention , yet I may perhaps
tell youfome particulars, thatmay benew to
you, forIwasin Napleswhile this matter Was
initsgreateft heat.

The bufinefs of the Ecclefiaftical Immunities ,
is carricd fo high here, thatthe General of the
Horfe,whoisby birth a Flemmung hadalmoft

felt it to his coft ; there were two under him,

that had quarrelled, but were made Friends;

and one of thefe meeting the other fome days
afterthat,he embraced him withall the thewes |

of Friendship , but havinga ffilettoin his hand,
he managed it {o fatally,, thatunderall the ap-
pearences oftender Embraces, he killed him
out-right ,and prefently he took Sanctuary in
a Charch, that was hardby ; the General hear-
ing of this, refolved he would makean Exam-
ple of the Murderer: but ot daring to drag
him out of the Church , he feraSentnelto the
Doors, reckoning that hunger would foon
force him to come out: and tho the Prieffs
thatbelonged to the Church, carried him 1n
fome Provifions, yetthat could not ferve him

leng. But theGeneral was foreed todifcharge
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the Sentinels: for he was Informed, that an
E xcommunication Wwas coming out againit
him , for diftrurbing the devotions of thofe
that wentto the Church: and he knew thatif
the Excommaunication {hould be once given
out , no body would fo much as talk with him
or come near him after that: fo Le would not
run thatrifque : and this A ffaffinate had afair
occafion given him to make his efcape: this
wasa good Eflay of the Zeal forthe Zmmunity
of places. Another tell outaboutthe fametime
near Leghorn,in which the facrednefs of ex-
emptedperfons was aflerted in a manner that
was no lels fcandalous ; a Pri¢ff was feifed on,
for amoft horrid Crime, either a Rape or a
Murder , 1do not rememberwhich : but he
who had no mind to be taken, defended him-
{elf; and thot one of the Séiri , upon which the
reft run away. So he apprehending that a
ftronger party would be fent, that would be
too hard for him , went and retired into a
Wood, with his I"ufec; and fome being fent
to find him out; he had shet fix or feven of
them; yetafter all the facred Charalter was
like to {ave this execrable man; for while 1
was at Leghornl wastold that an Excommuni.
cation was coming out , againft all thatshould
violate the Ecclefiaffical Immiunities in his
Perfon : and no doubt the Grear Duke will
give way to this: for heis fo entirely deli.
vered up_to his Priefts , and is become fo

H 3 | €X-.
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excellively ferupulous, thatto deliver himfelf:
from thofe Troubles of Confcience 5 which
many things , inthe Admimftration of the Go-
vernment areapt to give him, ‘hehasfound ous
an eafy receipt, which if all other Princes can
be brought to follow , it will be very happy fox
thewr Miniffers He thenconfliders, that theonly
fure wayro be Innocent in the Condué of Af-
tairs,1s not to know them at all :but to devolve
them entir clyon hisAMinifters,who doall,with-
out fo much as communicating matters to him.
Butthe F;.:era;quaﬂens notfo very tra-
ctableinthofe matters , as appears by thewvi-
gourwith which he has fupported the fecular
2 rebunalagainft the Invafions of the Ecelefia-
J#cal Conre. - 'That which gave therifeto the
dilpute , was, a fwte that was betweena Lay
2zan -md a Church-man , before oneof the
f#dges of Naples, who decided in favour.of
the Layman ; upon which irwas pretended,
that this wasa Violation of the Immunities of
the Church:{o the fudge was Excommunicateds
Anduponitno body ‘would willingly appear
before him, or fo much as {peak to him, o ter-
riblea thing is that Thunder there: but the
Ficeroy has thewed on this occafion, that firms
nefs that hasappearedinall his nthcr Actions:
and hasalforeceived Orders from Spainautho-
rifing him tokeep his ground. The Zudge is
not only maintained inwhar he hasdone, but
continues {tilltofitonthe éench, all peopleare
torced
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forced to bring their caufes before him'; & his
Sentehcesare executed with refalution: “Fhis
Contempt put on the Ecolefiaftical Cenfures
by a Minifterof Spain, and ataume in which
the Popeisfomuchin theirInterefts, isalitcle
Extraordinary. But theaffront that the Free-
roy put on an Auditor of the Nuntio’s yWas
yer much more provoking,forit was managed
witha particularcare to make the Scornvery
wounding as well asic was publick. T'he Nun-
tiois believed.to do ill Offices in this matver;
and his A#ditor was known to be aman of Li-
bertiessitwas foundoutzhathe wentoliento
a Bordello y the Ficeroytherefore gave order to
watch him fo carefullyy ‘thdt the Sbiri {hould
be furetofind him in{uch circumftances, as
{hould make his fhame very Canfpicuous: fo
he was, taken, and carried before the next
Zudge: thething was laid beforehand, and the
7udgerefufing tomedlemi; (the Sbiri (afort
of men likeour Bai/iffs ) carried him to ane-
ther, andfomade theround of all the Zudges
in Napiles ; and every one:of them refuling to
medle with the Axditor ,the Sbirilet him go,
when: the matter was made fufficiently pu~
blick, by their carrying himabout tofo man-
nyplaces. The Nuntie complammed of the Vio«
Jation ofthe Rights ot a Publsck Minifter , -
{pecially offofacred a one.But the Reparation
that the Ficergy made, was a redoubling of
the Affront: forhe ordered the Shiri that had

H a4 taken
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taken the Awsditor , to be carried about all
WNaples with an Infeription writ in Capital
Letters, both on their Breafts and on their
Backs , mentioning the Crime for which
they were thus led about, which was their
baving difturbed the Nuntio’s Anditor in bis
eafures. '
 Youwilleafily imagin that this was confi-
dered at Romeasamolt outrageous Affront ;
andindeed the Pope has carried the marter of
the Regale in Francef{overy far, that it is hard
to tell to whata degree this breach in N ap/es
may bealjo carried : for tho the Pope is moft
exceflively ignorant inall thofe Matters, yet
hehas another Quality , thatis theonly thin
that is great in hum , and that would indee
become him very well,if he had alittle more
Knowledgtogovern it: and that is, thae be
¢ the wilfulleff man alive; and his temper is
fearle(s enough to make him fhut his Eyes
uponall Danger. '
. It cannotbe denied , but it is the Intereft
of the Pope,ashe isa Temporal Prince, tobe
of thefidethat isnow the weakeft ; and. that
nieeds his (upport the moft: and therefore it
1s no wonder it he is {o favourable to the
Crown of Spain, and the Houle of Auftria:
buc after all, his carrying the bufinefs of the
Regale {o far, againft fo grear a King, and
a King that has merited {o much from that
Church, by his zeal againft Hereticks, is
LT 15 fome-
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fomewhat unaccountable: Afrer all the Ha-

vock, that has been made both by Princes
and Popes of the true Liberties of the Church,
and particularly after that thameful Bargain
that was made between them in the Concor-
date , ithasavery ill grace tofeea Pope make
this thefubject of {o great and o long a Di-
fpute; and that the %a&ious Clamours of a
ew ill-natured and angry Priefls, thould
have been fo much confidered, asto inter-
rupt the good underftanding of the Conres of
the Patican and Verfailles, All this lowed
from the ill opinion that the Popehad of the
7¢fustes y which being known in France, the
Fanfeniffs thought it was high time for them
to recommend themielves to the Cosre of
Rome, in hope of mortifying the JFefustes:
yet they could not with any decency carry
the Papal Ambority high, after they had

- with fo much force both of reafon and lear-

ning, deprefled it as they had done: fo they
betook themf{elves to the firft thing that of-
feredit felf, that they knew would be very
acceptable in Rome ,which was the afferting
the Liberties of the Church, and the difpu-
ting the Kings Impoling the Rights of the
Regale (thatis,the mean profits of Bish opricks,
and the Collating to Benefices without Cwre,
during the Vacancy) on the four fouthern
Provinces of France. I will not {ay more cf
amatter thatis fo well known, only I will tell

' H s you,
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you, what a2 Dofor ot the Sorben faid to me i 0
upon this fubject; T found he did notbelieve f "
the Pope’s Awrhority morcthan I did my felf; B co
and yet he wasone of thofe thatindireétly op- bty
pofed the Articles of the Clergy ,and thecon-2 G
demnation that was pait on the Bifhop of " D
Strigoninm’s Cenfure of thofe Articles; fordj 4
his Authority and Learning gavea great turn 3 10w
to that matter: fo when I feemed amafed ac | '
this, that a man of his Principles, had aéted | hh
as hehad done uponthat occafion , hetold me, § 1k
Be had no other Confideration before him in §| [
that matter , but to mortfy the Clergy of I| tnat !
France, and to. maintain the Dignity of the 3 W
Sorbon. 1t wasnot long fince thatinthe Di- | 4
{pute about Fanfenins’s matter, they' had | me
made the Pope not only Infallsble in matters | Wl
of ?Q;gf::, but of Faét: and now becaufe the i'f'-iT-_-'
Pope was not in the Interefts of France, the Cali
dilpute of Infallibility, and of the Councils | I
of Conffance and Bafil , were again fetonfoor; | fi
all which would be given up, and the Pope a0
would be confidered Zufallible to morrow , if | Wi
he were once more in thelnterefts of France; & || e
theClergy,who hadneither It:arning norvertue, | @i
but made upall Defeéts, by aflavish Obfequi- | 1
oufnefs , would bethen astorward tomagnify | !
the Infallibility ,as they are now todeprefsit, | fer
How far the Pope will embroil himfelf in ) i
this new bufine(s of the Franchifes, I do not | wy
know : he has exprefled a great fteadinefs in 7} 1
13

2
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it; and the truth is, Rome isnow fo funk

8l from what 1t was, and the Franchifes arve {o

confiderable a part of the City, that their
being covered from the Execxtion, both of
Civiland Criminal ##ffice, isa molt horrible
Diforder : and it {eems reafonable enoughy
that asin all other Courts, there is nothing
now under the Ambafladosrs Proteétion, but
that which is within his Gates, fo the fame
Regulation fthould be made in Rome; where
the extent of thofe priviledged Placcs 1s very
great : yet atterall,it the French Ambaffadonr,
that is now on his way thither, has pofitive
Orders to maintamn them, and has mony e-
nough to lift-men, if the mattergocsontoa
more obftinate- Difpute; It will be no hard
matter tor himtoraife fuch a Revoltin Romse,
that neither the Popes Guardsynor thole in the
Caftle of St. Angelo , will be able ro fubdue
it : and if this matter goes on{o far, the
French will very probably cutoft all dnnates,
and find a fhorter way of granting of Bulls
withinthe Kingdom. 1tis faid, that whilefome
have reprefented the apparent Inconveniences
of a Rupture with France to the Pope, and
that he was inno condition to reliftthat migh-
ty Power: He an(wered , that be wonld fif-
fer Martyrdom in maintaining the Rights of
St. Peter. It muft be confefled, that there
was fomething in this faying that  was
more Magnanimous y than prudent. Angi_né
ce
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deed the 'Popes way of jtreating with Awmi=
baffudonrs , has fomewhat in it that comes
neerer the fimplicity of the Fithermen , the
more modern Politicks. His dry Anfwer to
our Ambaffadour , when he threatned him
that he would leave Rome, and go back to
England, if he were not better ufed; Leie
Padrone s Tow are Mafler of that asyoupleaje;
had anairin it that I {fhould have been much
leafed with, ifit had fallen on any other than
on the King’s Mini fler.
His Conduét of the Rewvenue is an unac<
countable thing ;s for if there is nota vaft
Treafure laid up, ora moft prodigious deal of

Wealth fecretly conveyed to his Eamily , it is,

not to be imagined what has become of all
that Revenue that he hasraifed , in which the
Income is o vaftly difproportioned to the ex-
pence, that the moft pryingmen donot know
what 1s become of 1t.  'The War with the
Turks has not coft him fomuchas is believed;
on the contrary ,many think that he has got
byir; and that the Taxes which he has laid

onthe Clergy of Iraly amount tomorethanhe

has laid outupon it: It is certain, it has not
coft him very much. He retrenched ajl Ex-

encesto fogreatadegree,, that even the pu-

lick Charities were leflened : for in Lent,there
is 2 weekly Charity ofa Julio , ora fix pence,
to all thepoor that come and askit: and the
poor commonly brought their Children with

them,
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them, fo that they got as many 7ulic’s as
they brought Children; but the Pope limited
this, thatno Charity thould be given to any
under fuch an Age,asl remember it was be-
lowten yearold. The Adminiftration of the
Revenne is indeed the only thing that he un-
derftands , and in- which he imploys all his
thoughts : and 1t was believed, that the true
Secret of the greateft number of the Cardi-
salsinthe laft Promation, wasthe Advantages
that he made by the fale of the Offices which
they held ,and that fell to the Pope upon their
Advancement ; outof which it was thought
that he sainﬁd above a Million: and upon
this I wiiltellyou, what Lhave learned con-
cerning theaverfion that two of the Cardinals,
Taiaand Ricci, exprefled to the Purplein the
Promotion that was made five year ago; this
was magnified in feveral Books, that were
printed out of Jraly ,as{fomewhat that {cemed
toapproach rothe beft Agesof the Primitive
Times ; when men refufed to accept of fo
great a Dignity, that brought them withina
ftep of the Swpream Elevatson: butthe truch
of this matter was, they were both men of
Fourfeore, and not like to live long; as they
both died’ within a year of their Preferment :
they had very good Imployments ; which
they had bought, and which by theiraccep-
ting the Parple were to fall into the Popes
hands: befides that , the new Digniry was not

te
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to be entred upon withoutagreat ixpenee ¢
foall this being confidered , the vertuc of re-
fufing {o chargeable a Dignity, in men that
were more concerned for their Families, than
for that fmall remnant of life that wasbelore
them, wasnot{o very Extraordmary.

But fince [ amupon the difcourfe ofpromo-
ting of Cardinals , 1 will tell you a remarkable
Initance ot a Promotion , that I do notyremem=
berto have met with inany Book;and the Dig- -

| nity of the Perfon and of the Family defcended
from him makes me think it worth the rela-
'ting 3 and the ratherbecante I had it from no
! ordinary perfon, butfrom one of the exacteft
( men in Kome, and whohas taken the greateft
( pains to be well [nformed in the AModern Hi-
fory. 1 had feen feveral pictures of Clara Far-
""nefe,for thereare morethan oneof them in the
| Paleftrina: folknowing nothing concerning
her, asked her ftory , which in fhort was this:
hat the was P. Paul the 3d’s Sifter, and the
erfon to whom he awed his Cardinals Cap,

' and by Confequence all thatfollowed upon it,
t tho he rewarded herilifor it; for he poyfoned
- both ker and his Mather , that hemight have
, alltheir Wealth; their Fatker was a poor
man , that wentabout {elling Sauncidges and
fuchfort of ftuff.  Clars wasmarried young,

. and wasfoonaWiddew ; fhe wasa lovely wo-
man, but no Extraordinary beauty : her Bre-
+her wasbred to Letters, and was one of thofe
poor
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i poor Churchmen, that was looking about on all
| hands where he might find a Patronywhen ofa

fudden hisSiffers charms and her artifices roge- |
ther raifed him foa height,to which he was far |
enoughfrom pretending at that time. On a
great occafion Clara Farnefe was {o nearP. 4-
lexander the 6%, and wasfo muchin hisEye &
in his thoughts , that he ordered one that was

| about him, toenquire who fhe was,and where

fhe lived : Inftrumentsupon fuch occalionsare |
never wanting to great Perfons: and notwith-
ftanding the Popes great Age, yet his Vices
hung ftillfo clote tohim, that he could have
no quiet till (lara Farnefe was brought him. *
She refolved to manage her {elf on this occa-
{ion, "' and to raife her price all that was pofli-
ble, {o a (ardinals (ap to her Brother was
both asked and granted : a promife of it was
made atleaft, upon which fthe cameand atten-
dedonthe old leud Pope: yet when the next
Promotion came to beinagitation , the Propo-
fition for.Abbot Farnefe wasrejected by (efar
Borgiawith {corn; he had neverbeena flave te

his word, and he had no mind that his Father |

thould obferve it on this occafion.

The way of a Promotion is this, the Pope
fetles the Lif? of the Cardinals , and writes |
downall their names in a paper with hisown

‘hand;and ina Confiffory,when all other bufihefs

isended,he throws down the Paper on the Ta-
ble,; and {ay’s to the Cardinals, kabetis Fratres; '
;raﬂ
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youhavenow [ome Brethren. One of the Se-
eretaries upon that takes up the Paper, and |

reads the Names aloud ; and the Sbiré are ac
the door , and as foonas oneis named , they run
forit, to fee who thall be able to carry the firft
newes of it to the party concerned.

Upon this occafion,the Popeafter he had con-
certed the Promorson with his Sor , writ down
allthe names. (lara Farnefe was in greatappre-
henfionsfor her Brother , {o{hebeing to pafs
that night with the Pope, rife when the old
man wastaft alleep , & learched his Pocker, &
foundthe Paper, but her Brothers name was

" not init:then the et herfelf wich greatcareto

counterfeitthe Popesband 3 and writ her Bro-
thers namethe firft in the Lzff : nextmorning
fhe kept the Pope aslm:% inbed as was pofli-
ble; till word wasbrought him, thatthe Cor-

( fifforywaslet 5 and that the Cardinals were all

i

come: forihereckoned that thelefs timethat
the Pope had for being drefk, there was the
lefs Danger of his looking into his Paper: So

. without ever opening it, he went into the

Confiftory,andaccording to Cuftom ; he threw
downthe /zff on the Table: but to the great
furprifeof him , and of all that were upon his
Secrets , the firft name that was read , was that
of Abbot Farnefe; and it {ccms the Pope
thought it better to let the matter pals, thin
to fugbrthe true fecret of the bulinefsto break

out. It is wellthat the Doétrine of the Inten~ .

L .‘-.*:'11?
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tion , does hot belong to the Creation of Car-
dinals, otherwile here was a Nullity with a
Witnefs. Thus begun that long courfc of
P. Pawl thethirds grearnefs, who livedabove
50 yearsafter this, and laid the Foundation of
the Family of Parma, which he faw quite
overthrown , his Son being aflaflinated inhis
own time; and both his Grand-children having
revolted againft him ,which, as was believed,
precipitated his death , tho he was then Fosura
feore. :
Butnow I returntothe prefent Pope 5 for I
have writ youa very loofe {ort of a Letter , all
madeup of digreflions. His averfion to the
Order of the fefustes is very vilible;for he takes
all occafions to mortify them ; and every thing
that 1s propofed to him 4 thrives the worle
fortheirfakes, ithebelievesthey are concer=
ned init; which wasgivenbyallat Rome, as
. the true reafon of the cold ufage that the En-
glish Ambaffadour found there. Indeed the
Pope is not fingularin the hard thoughts that
hehas ofthat Order: 1 never {faw an Indiffe-
rent man in all Zzaly, that was of another mind:
they do generally look upon them as a Cove-
tous, Fraudulent,Intriguing, and turbulent
fort of people; whocannever beat quiet, un-
lefs they reign: who are men of no Morals,
that will ftick at nothing that may raife the
Wealth and Power of their Order : and at

Rome they do not ftick to fay , thatall the con-
4 v ey
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cerns of the Roman Catholick Rebgion muft
needsmifcarry w1 England , becaufe the Jefu-
étes ave [o much in credit there, And indeed
the Extravagantlyvain Lereers that they write
to Rome out of England , are{uch contexrurcs
of Legends , thatever fince 1 {aw them, l know
what value T oughtto puton their Letters that
come from the frdies and other remote Coun-
treys; for when they take fo greata Liberty
when the Falfehood is fo eafily found out,
what muft me think of theReluzzons that come
from places ax fuch a diftance,that they may lic
with moreaffurance &lefs hazard of difcovery.
The Letterthar was writ in Febraary laft
from Liege tothe Iefwites at Friburg ,of which
fo many Copics were given , thatit got to the
Prefs at lait, wasagood Inftance ot their Va-
fity , and of the fmall regard that they have
to a Prince ,that hasas they give out , fo much
forthem. Their reprefenting the King, as
(s concerned in the nterefts ot their Order ,
thathe efpoufed them all as if they were his
own, that hic was now become a Son of the
Society, and that he was received initoa com-
munication of the Meritsof the Order , ( tho
a {hare in their Treafure upon Earth were a
much moreconfiderablething, than of their

Tyreafure that is Invifible,) Their fetting out.

the Kings Zealtortheir Religion ,in {uch igh
terms , thatthey fay he is refolved to dic a
aMartyr rathey thannot to fucceed 1n his de-

fign
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fign of changing the Religion, and converting
the Nation : and thisat a time when the King
was declaring him{elf fo much for Liberty of
Confeience: and theiraffirming that the King
isbecome bigotiedtofo higha degree, asto
refule tofuffera Prieff to kneel down and do
the duty of a Swéjeét in kifling his Hand ,
and to tell him, that be himelf ought ratherto
kneel dowwen , and to Rifs his Hands - all thele
are {uch Extravagant {tranis, that by the
boldne(s of themitis Evident, that they were
writ by a Jefwite, and my Cepy came to me
from {o good a hand, and fonear the fource,
that how many Falfchoods foever may be
in that Letter , Ican affure you, itisnoIm.
polture, but was really zvrsz by thofe of Liege.
Ina word, all the Romanshave (o very ill
an Opinion of the Jefwirs, thar as{oon as any
piece of Newes comes from England, that is
not favourable to their Affairs, one findsall,
trom the higheft to the loweft, agree in the
famefhort refle€tion; Thus st maft ever be,
where the Iefuites have [uch a share in the
Councils, A manlong practifed in the (oure
of Rome , told me, it was impofiible it could be
otherwife, for all the ¢hief men of thar Qr-
der are kept teaching in their Schools 4 till
they are almoft forty years of age; and by
that means Pedantry , a difputatious and
Imperious humour , anda peevish littlenefs
of foul, becomesnaturalto them, {otharan
| ) Emie
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Eminent man here faid to me, Jt swas Impof-,

[ible that matters could go better than they did
snEngland, as long as the Morals and the Poli
sicks of the Jefuites, and the Underffandings
and Courage of the Irifh, were [0 much relied
on.

But befides all thefe General Confidera-
tions, therearefome things n the Conftitu-
tion of the Order of the Iefites that give
thofe at Reme reafon enough to be ontheir
Guard againft them. Thereare two things
peculiar to this Order that make it very for-
midable; the one is, that thofe who have
made the fourth wew are capable of no Pre-
ferment, unlefs it be to be Cardinals , and
then they are indeed capable of Bishopricks.
Inmoft of the other Orders, every man{ms his
own private Intereft , and his particular
viewss fo that they are not always looking
after the concerns of their Order. But a
Iefuite can receive no Honour but from his
Order, therefore he Confecrates himfelf to

it, and advances the Interefts of the Society
with all poffible zeal , knowing that there
is no other way left him to advance his own
Interefts, butthis. SothatHope being one
of the great Springs of humane Nature , 2
Iefiite, who hopes tor nothing but from his

Order , muftbe extreamly devoted toit. Be=

fides this, a Jefwite fears nothing but from

his Order: They have not a Cardinal Pro
teltory
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teélor, as the other Orders have , to whom
an Appeal lies from the fentence of the Ge.
neral of the Order : but the fefuites areabody
more fhut up within themfelves ; for the
fentence of the Generalisdefinitive, and can
never be reviewed, no Appeal lying frem it:
whenfoevera Pope comes that dares mortify
them, he will open a way for Appeals, for
till that is done, the General of the lefustes is
the moft Abfolute and the moft Arbitrary
Soveraign that is m the World.

All thefe things concur to Unite almoft
all the feveral Jurerefts in Rome againft this
Sociery, which yet is ftrong enough to fup-
port it felf againft them all : they have the
Miffion generally in their hands; for the Cons
Pregation de Propaganda, payes a{mall pen<
ion of 20 Crewns vo all the Seewlar Pricfls
that are on the Miffion, whercas the fefuites
bear the expences of their own Miffionaries,
to whom they allowan 100 Crewnsayear: &
io thofe of the Propagandabeing willing to be
eafed of a charge, accept of the Miffionaries
that the Jefuites offer them : and they find
their account in this. Their Miffionaries are
powerfully recommended, o they are quickly
received into Families , efpecially wherethere
are yong children to be bred up , or Effates
#l to be managed : for in thefe two lies their

M firength : but they never forget their Order,

forwhich they are as {o many Faélors every
13 where:
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where: and they draw vaft Prefents from all
places to the Honfe that returns them their
Appointments; wheras the poor Secxlar Pricft
muil make a thift to live out of the {mall al-
lowance that he has from the Congregation
de Propaganda fide, and out of what he can
raife by his Maffes. Thercfore thereisnothing
that they defire fomuch, astofee Prozeftant
States that givea Tolerance to Popery , grow
once fo wifeasto thut out all the Regslars, and
above all the Zef#ites 5 and to admucnone but
Secular Priefls : for the former, as they arc
{o many Agents, toreturnallthe wealth that
they canpofliblydraw together, tothe ho#fe
to which they belong, {o they are united to-
ether in one Body, under a moft ftrict O-
gﬂdi(‘.ﬂfﬂlﬂ their General, which may be as
greata prejudice to the Peace and Security of
a Countrey , asthe otheristoits Wealth and
Abundance: on the other hand, the Secular
Priefts are generally good-natured men, who
are only {ubject to their Brshop ,and that have
na defigns upon the Government, nor the Con-
cerns of any Howfe that is in Forreign Parts
lying upon them : fothatfince thofe of that
Communion havethe full exercife and allthe
Confolation of their Religion from Secular
Priefts yeven thofe in Romre 1t (elf wonderat the
Error of Proteftant States , who have not
Learned long ago to make this difference in
the Toleration that they allow: And onethat
has
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has been almoft 50 years in the moit refined
practices of the Court of Reme, faid to me
with a very {enfible concern, bhosw bappy
wonld we here reckon owr [tlves, if we
could bave a Toleration of our Religion allo-
wed sn England , tho it were wizth an Eter-
wal Exclufion of all Regulars and Iefuites? and
added , that if he faw good grounds for ma=-
king it, he himfelf would go and carry the
Propofition to thofe of the Propagan~
da.
And now I am fure, I have rambled over
a great Variety of matter, and have made
a thift to bring in to one plice or other
of this Letrer , a grear many particulars ,
that I could have bardly brought our in an
exactnefs of Method, withoutamuch grea-
ter compafs of words, anda greater (Lifnefs of
form: butl thought it was morenatural, and
by confequence, that it would be moreaccep-
table to you, to makethemiollow oneano-
ther, m an eafy and untforced contextore, [
have difcourfed all thefe matters often over
and over again fince [ came into Jraly: bur
) haveread very little concerning them;there-
fore there may be many things here , that
I mention becaufe they were new to me,
that perbaps are no newes to thole that are
| muchmore Learngd thanmy felf: Lhaverold
| you all thatI could gather upon thefe {ub-
Jects from the wilelt and worthicltmen l:hai
4
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1 found here : I have writ of all matters

frecly to you, beécaufe I am in a Countrey

where freedom of difcourfe, in matters of
State cipecially , is practifed in its utmoft
extent.
I have yet matter for another long letter,
in which the matters of Religion wﬁl
no thare; for I will end all thele in this:
and therfore there is one picce of the Swper-
Jtition of Lombardy, thataffelted metoo fen-
fibly, not to lead me tobeftowa fevere cen-
fure upon it. I went through that Coun-
try in Oétober and November, and was otten
In great diftrefs, becaufe it was not poffible
to find a Glafsof Wine , that could be drunk,
all being either dead or four. At Parma I
waited onan Eminent Perfon, and lamented
to him the mifery of Travallers , fince no
Wine was to be found that could be drunk ;
hetold me, the Natives felt this much more
{fenfibly than Strangers did, with whom it
was foon over, but they were condemned
to {uffer thar every yea?; and tho he himfelf
had Vineyards, that produced much more
W ine thanhe could confume, yet he could
not be Mafter of a fund Glafs of Wine, fora
great many  Months of the year ; fince all
the pecple were poflefled with this Super fition,
that it was Indifpenfably neceflary to mixic
with Water m the Cask, that by this means
it drunk dead or four forfo great a parrofthe
4 bl b
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ear : and all that couldbe faid could notbeat.
this out of the heads of thofe thatdrefled their
Wine:buthe added , that the Prieffs, who con-
firmed the vxlger in this Conceit, had found
a Device to excufetheir own Aine from this
hard fate : for they faid, itmuft needs be kept
unmixed f(ince inthe Sacrament the Wine muit
be pure, and is then only to be mixed with
Water; and thus in all their Cellars good Wine
is to be found, wherethereisnotadropan
where elfe that can be drunk: one would thin{
that thisis to abufe the Weaknefsand Credu-
lity of the Pegple, alittle too grofly, when
they condemnall the Zasty to drink 1ill Wine ,
whereas they them{elvesdrink it pure , which
is felt more {enfibly by.the Laizy , than the
depriving them of the Chalice, and the en-
§mﬂing it to the Prieft in the Sacrament,

“et the Excife that is laid on the Wine in
Florence, has taught the Inhabitants a point
of Wifdom, that thofe on the other fide of
the Appenins are not capable of ; for the
Excife being raifed upon all their Wine, the
People who have no mind to pay Excife for
Water , kccP their Wine pure 4 fo perhaps
fome fuch feverity in the Government in
Lombardy, may likewifercform them in this
piece ofabfurd Superftition, which Ifclttoo
fenfibly with allthe effects that naturally fol-
low the drinking of four Liquor , not to Infift
upon it with fome more than ordinary con-
cern, H ;s But
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But fince I am upon the point, of the 4r¢s
thatthe Conwvents have to live ealy, I willend
this Letter with an account of a Hoxfe that
wasvery Extraordinary , whichI (aw in my
way to ltaly thro Bavaria ; Etal, an Abbey
of Benedillines, that by its foundation 1s
bound only to maintain an Abbet and 25
Monks. It was founded by Lewis Duke of
Bavaria, that was Emperosr: the buildin
is not an{werable tothe Endowment, whic
is fo vaft, that they keepa fable of 150 horfes,
which isindeed ene of thebeft in Germany,
the horfes are of great value , and wellkept:
they hunt perpetually , and live in as great an
abundance of all things as the Ds#ke of Ba-
varia himfelf can do ; and yet thefe are
Religions men, that are dead to the World,

I cannot forget to tell you a very beau.
tifully diverﬁﬁgt’:d profpeét that we had at
Burgo , a little Town mthe hillsof Trent, as
we lookt out at window, We faw before
us a lovely Meadow in all the Beauty and
Prideof the Monerh of May: a little beyond
that was a rifing Bank all covered over with
Trees in their full verdure : beyond that the
ground rife higher , and the Trees had not
ver put out their leaves, and things looke
dead and dry, as after Harveft: and beyond that
there was a huge kill, all covered én the top
with fow: {o that here we {aw in one pro-
fpect allthe feafons of the year: upon which

one
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one of the Company made this reflettion,
that if any Pasmter fhould in one Landskip,
mix all thefe things, that were then in our
eye, he would be thoughta man of an Ire
regular fancy , whofe defignesdid not agree
with najure ; and yet we had them all then
before us. I will make noExcufesnor Com-
pliments : for thofe things do not mend
matters, and therefore I fend you my Lez-
ter, fuchasitis, juft as it has grown under
my Pen: and {o Adiex,

. S ————

RIS TS Co R T P T

find I have forgot to mention one very

extravagant piece of Devotion 4 to which
I wasa Witnefsat Rome,onthe 17 of fanuary,
which is St. Anthenys day, that wasthe great
Father of the Monaftick Orders , whofe Life
is pretended to be writby S. Arhanafe;all Hor-
f{esand other Beafts of Burden arebelievedto
beinan efpecialmannerunder his Proteition :
and the Monks of his Order , have a Houle
near 8t. Maria Maggiore; thitherall the Hor-
fesy Muletsand Affes of Rome, and all round
the Gity, are brought that dayto the doorof
the Charch, where fome Monks{land witha
Broom in helysvater , and {prinkle it upon
themall: many Doggsand Zambs , and other
favos
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favorite eAnimals , are alfo brought to fhare
in this Afperfion: which is believed to have
amoft {pecial vertue: the force of this hallo-
wing is believed to befuch, that ifany thould
fail to bring his Horfes thither , all the Neigh-
bourhood would look on thofe that have no
portion in it , as accurfed Animals , upon
whom fome unlucky Accident werchanging;
which s fo firmly believed , thatnone would
hire a Horfe ora Mulet , that had not been fo
fprinkled. So that from the Popes Horfes
down to the pooreft man in Rome, all are
brought thither ; but this is not ally the profr-
table part of this piece of Folly is, thatevery
one bringsa Prefent; the richer fort fend
Purfes of AMoney ; {fome give great Wax-
Lights, all ftuck full of Teffons (a picce of
20 pence ) the poorer bring either fmaller
pieces of Money, or Prefentsof Wine, Oyl,
Bread , orfuchthingsasthey canafford: but
ina Word, no man comes empty; fo that
this is the Marker-day of thofe Monks, in
which for feme Gallons of Water and Sals,
they get more Prefents , than would ferve
to mamtainthem for feven years: they quicks-
ly convert all that is not neceffary for
them into Adoney : and by this means they
are vaftly rich., When I faw all this, I
could not but think that mer muft become
firft Beafts themfelves, before things of this
kind could pafsuponthem : but fince I have
added
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added thisin a PofAeript , rather than givemy
{elf the troublé to make it come in perti-
nently into my Letter 1 willadd another pare
ticular that is writme from Rome thefixth of
Odlober 1687.

I amtold, that men are now more puzled
in their thoughts withRelation to the bufinefs
of Molinosthanever. Itwas Vifible thathis
Abjuration was only a pretended thing; for
in effeét he has abjured nothing: his party be-
lieve, thartheyarevery numerous, notonly
in Rome, Italy, Spain, and France, and in
all thefe parts of the world , but that they
have many followers evenin eAmerica itfelf:
one fees now in almoft all the Churches in
Rome fome ofthem praying in corners, with
their Hands and Eyes lifted up to Heaven,
and all in Tears, and Sighs ; which is no
{mall trouble to thofe who thought they had
quite routed them : but find they are not {0
much quafht as it was thought they would
have been by the mock Triumph that was
made upon Moelines. Nor do they believea
word of thofe Reports that are fpread of his
Leudnef(s: they fay , there wasnoProot ever
brought of it; and thatthereare many thox-
fands in Rome , ofboth fexes , that converied
much withhim , Svho have all poflible reafon
toconclude, thatall thefe ftories that were

iven out concerning him, are Impudent Ca-
umnies , fecabout only to blaft Himz and his

Do~
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Doltrine: and the truthis 5 this {feems to be
much confirmed by the Bull that condemns
his Books , and his Doéirine 5 in which no
mention 1s made of his ill Lifeand Hypacrify,
which had been very probably done if the
matter had been well proved : fince thiswould
notonly have fatisfied people, with relation
to him, butwould have very much confir-
med the Accufations ofthofe horrid Opinions
that are laid to his Charge, Which had ap-
peared with much more Evidence, ifichad
E{‘cn found that his Life had agreed with
thofe Tenets : for tho 1thad not been a.juit
Inference to conclude him guilty of thofe
things, becaufe they were -féiﬂrg::d on him
in the ‘Bull, yet one may reckon it almoft a
fure Inference, thathe isnot guilty of them |
fince the Baildoesnot tax him torthem.

Al
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A THIRD

LETTER,

Concerning fome of the

STATES

[TALY:

And of their prefent Intereft an
Policy.

SIR;

&Y Threw into my former Letter,

tox? all thole géneral Refletlions on
t%‘i the State of Religion, and the

*'% %ﬁ Maxims of the Komans , con-
g WP cerning it, that 1 could gather

together during my Stayat Romse.
Now I quit that fubjeét, and {hall atprefent
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entertain you with fome Political Obferva-
tions, which will be fo much the more accep-

table , becaufe I fancy they will be new to-

ou.
. But before I go {b far as Iraly, ‘1 willgive
you an account of # very curious Salz-work,
that I faw in my way to Italy, at Sode near
Francfort. It belongs to Mr. Malapert y and
has been wrought above 60osyears ; but the
prefent Mafter of it , as he isa man of great
worth , fo heis very Ingenious , and ‘has
much perfected that, which was managedat a
much greater Expence before he undertookit.
There rifes at the foot of fome little Hills,
which produce 2 very good #'ime , 4 Spring
of Water 4 that is fo very little brackifh to the
taft, that one will hardly think it poffible to
ferch much Saltout ofit; yetithas fuchataft
of Salt, that there was room for Induftry to
prepare this Water 5 {o that without fuch an
expence in Fire as fhould eat out the profit,
it might turn toa good account 3 which Mr,
Malapert feems to have carried 4s far as is
poflible. The Meadew that lies in the levil
with this Spring , i1s Impregnate with Salt,
Iron, Nitre,and Swlphur: but Salt is that
which prevails: firf# then, a Pump is pucupon
this Spring , which is managed by a Water-
mil,, and throws up the Watcr about fifteen
Foot high ; and then it goes by a Pipe into
vaft «Machines ythatare made toreceive it.

SR Y e There
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Thereisagreat piece of ground Inclofed s
inwhichthereare 24 vail Cheffs or (ifterns for
the Water, m two flories, 12 ina flory,the
onejuft over the other; they areabout fevenry
footlong , rwelvebroad,and siwodeep ; over
every oneofthefe, there is a roof of boards,
{upported by wooden Pillars, of 12 foothighs
which covers them from Rasn-watér, butyet
the water withinthemis in a full expofition
totheSun; thofe roofsarc hung with ftraw,
~uponwhich fome that managethe work , are
oftenthrowing up the Water, {o that a great
deal of the phiegme is Imbibed by the Straw,
and the more fixed parts falldown : according
to the heat of the Seafon , this Evaporation of
the watry parts, goesquicker or {lower; there
1sa Gage , by which they Wesgh the Water,
and {o they know how the Evaporation
advances; itisof Sifver, and isfo made , thac
according to the weight of the Water , it finks
initto fuch adepth;& fo by the degrees marke
upon it , they know how heavy the Warer is :
according thento the heat of the feafon, and
the progrefs of the Evaporation, they let the
Warer outvtone Ciffern into another, by a
Pipejand when 1t has paft thro the 12 thatare in
the upper ftory, thenitisconveyed downby
“Pipesintothe 12 thatarebelow , and in them
all they continue ftillto throw up the water
uponthe Withs of Straw , that arc over head.

In aword, this Evaporasion difchargesthe
K Wateg
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Water of fomuch of its Phlegm, thatthefame
quantity of water, that weighed one ounce
when it was drawn from the Spring, weighs
{ix ounces in this laft Chefl: and all this rolling
about of the Waterfrom Cheft to Cheft lafts
fometimes not above twenty day’s 5 but if
the feafonis only moderately het, it will be
longeradoing ; {ometimes it will notbedone
ina month's time; after that the Warer is
brought toavery confiderable degree of Salt-
nefs, it isconveyed into two great Canldrons,
thatare 13 footlong,ten broad,& 3; deep ; un-
derwhich there are vait Furnaces, whercina
moit violent Fire of1 10112 hours continuance,

theWater receivesits laft Evaporation;&when
thatisdone, the Salt which is become thick,
but is {till moift, is taken up in Baskers of
Willows, and placed about the wall of the
Furnace: and fothe humidity that remains in
it drops out,and it is brought to itslalt degree
of pertection: outofit, a Tythis payed ; of
which the Eleétor of Adentshasone half, and
the Cityof Francfort the other, ThisSalt is
exceeding good and pleafant to the taft. It
is much folider and more like the Poriugal
Salt 4 than like our Newecaftle falt. It icre
veth very well all the ufes of the Kitchin,
and Table ; butithasnot ftrength enough to
preferve thingslong. There are vaft quanti-
ties made of 1t in hot and dry Summers: for
the Che/ts are always kept full ; and thus all
Fran.
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Franconia is furnithed with Salr of its own
productien atrvery moderate rates; forthere
Is o preata leflfening of the Expence of the’
fire by this conveyance of the waterthro fo
many Chefts, that itis afforded very cheap.
‘This I thought deferved well that [ fhould
Interruptthe eameftnefsinwhichyoube; to
hear what I'have to tell you concerning Italy,
fothat [ hepe you will notbeill pleafed with
ity efpecially if your curiofity after the Hifto-
Iy of nature1s as grearas 1t was.

I now go over in one ftep all the Fomrney
that Imade from hence to fraly, which iscer-
tainly thehigheft cituated Country in Exrope:
forasthe Rbineand Danxbe, that rife in the
Alpes y and run down to the Ocean and the
Euxine, fhewes you that all that tra& of
ground to thofe Seas is a conftant defcent
{0 when one comes tothe Alpes, either onthe
French or on the German l'lpdc, heis a great
many days in climbing up thole vaft moun-
tains, butr the defcent on the Italiar fide is
very Inconfiderable, ' Thisappears yet more
fenfible when one comes from Turin, where
theafcent up Mount Seniceis but a worlk of
afewhours: and yst from the heighe of that
hill y oneisina conftant defeent till hecomes
to Lsons. I'willnotcarry youabout fraly, to
tell you the remarkable thingsthatare there;
but will only tell you fome particulars thar
made the greateftlmprefliononmy felf ; and

Kz which
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which were not feen by Dr. Burnef.
" Inmyway from Parma to Mantna,l paftac
Guaftale , which is half way between them, 18
miles diftant fromboth; wherel faw a {cene
that furprifed me.  This Tomwn is fituated on
the fouthfide ofthe Po, at halfamiles-diftance
from it: It was a confiderable branch of the
"Territory ot Mantua,that was given off to one
ofthe Cadets of that Family , and was {etled in
anintail tothe Heir male. 'The beft part of
the Revenue of this fmall Principality, was a
Dury that was payed for all merchandifes that
went or came uponthe Po, which whenthe
"T'rade of Italy was in a more flourishing condi-
tion than it isat prefent , was farmed for above
"Threefcore thoufand Crowss. Thefituation
ofthisplace makesit yetmuch more confide-
rable than it isin it {felf; for as it lies in the
neighbourhood of the Principalities of Parma
and Modena , and is not far from the Popes
Territory, foitthis placeis Mafter of the Po,
by crofling it, thedetachments that may be
{ent outfromitarenotonly in the Territory
of Mantua, butthey may bealfo in avery few
hours both in the Milanefe and in the Vene-
tian Dominion; o that Guaffale infome refpeét
may be efteemed the (enter of all the Stares of
Lombardy. The Duke of Mantua married
the Daughter of the laft Duke of Guaflale ,
whodied in the year 1680, and his Nephew
Don Fefpafiane Gonzaga, who Was then in

. X the
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the Spanish fervice, wasacknowledged tobe
his undoubted Heir: fo he came & took peace~
able poffeflion of his Durchy.: He was ex-
treamly much beloved by his Subjets, and
thought himielfat quiet inthe enjoyment of
hisnew Dignity : butall this was foon aver-
turned ; tor onecameto him from the Coxre
of France , tolet him know, that that Great
King could not be wanting to his Ay the
Duke of Mantua , to whom Guaftale -be-
longed of righty his Dastchef being the
Daughter and Hesr of the late Duke, and that
theretore fince he had ufurped the juft right
ofanother, the French King warned him, that
if he did not withdraw ot his own accord, he
would give order to putthe D. of Mantxa 10
pofieflion. . It was to no purpofe to argue
againft all this, and to fhew the Meflenger
that Guaftale was a Fee intailed on the Hesr
male, of which there had never been the leaft
difpute: But reafons taken from the equity
of the thing , are feldom thought ftrong
enough to hold the ballance againit reafons
of State : {o the poor Prince being in no con-
dition to refift fo powerful an Enemy, was
forced to abandon his Right, and to with-
draw , and he was againentertained by the
Spansards. For tho there wasa fort of a for-
tification caft about Guaftale 50.0r 6o year
ago, yetasthat was at beft an Inconfidera-
ble defence, foeven that was now quite ruie

K 3 ned,
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ned. Uponbhis retiring there cameadetache:
ment of 300 Men from Cafale, who took pof-
{eflion of Guaflale, and continue there to this
day: butthis had been no great matter, if it
had not gone further : fome years pafied
4fterthe new Dake was driven away before
the truedefign of this matter appeared. The
world was firft tobelaid tofleep, The Tow
it felfis compofed ofabourlix or feven thou-
fand Imhabitants; and {o the{mall Garrifon in
it feemed ot no greéat Confequence, and was
ratheran Advantage than a prejudice to the
Townzthey werekept m very good order, and
they payed punétually for every thing that
they called for:only they brought the pf%c: in-
to the Method of a Garrifon; for all muft come
in and go out of the Togwn only at one Gate.

Butin the beginning ofthe year 1686. the
myftery of this matter beguntoappear : for
Mr. du Plefiis 4 a'French Engineer , came
thither, underthe pretence of repairing the
old Fortificationsyand defigned a Noble anda
Regular Fortification: It istobe a Hexagone ,
with all neceflary Out-works; and there isa
great Splanadethat is to be made round the
place, andall the houfes ortreesthar are with-
in a confiderable diftance are to be beat
down. Inaword, rthe defignis grear, and will
be executed in all the exaétnels of the modern
Fortification 3 fo that the advantage of the
fitwation , will make it the moft Important
place
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place of Jraly, and that which will bridle al!
Lombardy, and be able to pur it all under Cons
tribution upon every occafion. The Works
were begun in A pril 1686.and everfince they
havekept 400 men conftantly at work , upon
the pay ofa Zulio aday: another year wilrgﬁ
near tofinithit.  Andyet tho here the jofteft
ground poffible, is given to alarm all Jraly,
none feems to be fo much as concerned at it.
"The Fenetians, thathave atall other times ,
valued themfelves upon their profpeét of Dan-
ger, evenat the greateft diftance, either co
not fee this, ordare notown their fear. It
istrue, allthis is carried on in the name of
the D.of Mantua: bur it is as certamn, that
tho it lies fonear bim, he has never been ac
the pains togoand fe¢ it: Tt has never been
fomuch as once confidered by his Cosnes/ s nor
ishis Révenne in fuch a condition as to bear
fuchan encreafe of Expence : andyetit pafies
among the people there, that this 1s a great
{trength, that is to bemade to keep the French
out ot Jraly; andfome Prieftsthatare corrup-
ted to fervethe Erench Iatere/ts promote thns
Fi€tion. ' Ithe#enerians look on till thisis fi-
nithed ; they willdovery well toafiure them-
felves of their new Conquefts in the Morea,
for their Antient onés i the Terra firma of

ftaly will probably fail them very quickly.
All thofe of the Terrizory, whoknow well
that their Privces name is only made ufeof,
K 4 for
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{or the fortifying this place , look on with
greatregrer, whilethey fee 2 W ork -advan=
cingfofaft, thatistobea Citadeluponalleheiy |
Countrey: of whichan Ancient Perfon of Qua-
Ity thar is there {poke to me withfomuch
fecling,that he could hardly forbearweeping,
when he fhewed me that Y oke of Slavery un-
der which they were falling. I faw, durin
my {tay in Mantua ,how much all the fenfible
peoplethere, are concerned to fee their Prince
deliver himielfup fo blindly to the French In-
tereffs: theytoldme, thatfince his childhood
hehas been fo befet with the 7nfruments and
Agents oithat Cowrr , that his Inclinations for
them zre become asanother nature inhim : he
was not out of Childhood , when almoft all
his Domeflicks, and his maflers, both for Lan-
gnages and Armes , wereturnithed him trom
thence. His putting Caffale in the bands of
that Monarch, wasonegood Evidence, and
now the bulinefs of Guaffale is another, to
{hew that they have gained {fuchan Afcendant
over his Spirit, and have Infinuated them-
{felves fo much into him, in all thofe fatal
hours of Liberty which he allows himf{elf;that
itisnot thought he will ftick at any thing that
they demand of him , unlefs it be at his own
going into France ; to which he has been
much folicited: but it 1s not fo much as doubt-
ed, that if he goes once into that Countyey,
he willnever come out of it again. Soheis
: | not
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. not like to be wrought on fo far 3 and if it

Y} Ywrere not for fome fuch apprehenfion, it is

Lo
L

fj‘.‘a | like enough that he might undertake “the
L} Journey ; “for hedoes not love ftaying in his

Wi f - Primcipality o well , but takes pleafure to
", § ramble about; and hedevefts himf{elf often
- ¥ ofthe Ceremonies ofhis Greatnefs, that (o he
¢ § may take a freer career in thole Exerci-
Mk § fes, that he loves better than his Afairs:
]’“j” and a Prince, whole Revenne is none of the
v | greateftyand whofe expence isoftenlrregular,
i | who has an active Enwvoy always near him,
'm | and who is ever ready to furnith him with
wht § Aoney, falls naturally intoagreatdependence
ni | on that Cosrr.

bal OF thisa very Extraordinary Inftance ap-
a- | peared not long ago , in the Difgrace of the
wn | Marquiffes of (amnoffe and Palliotsi : the firlt
ol | of thefe is his Kinfizan 4 and has ferved him
wi | now for many years, with as much Fide-
yi0 | ey as' Affection ; the fecond was Captain of
dot | his Guards , and Governour of the Caftle of
me | Adantua which commands the Tewn. Thefe
a | then had the Courage as well asthe Fidelity,
et | to lay before him the Ruin that he waslike
tat | to bring upon himfelf as well as uponall Lraly,
ot | by delivering himfelf up f{o intirely to the
et | Fremch Cauncils , and by putting them firlt
¢« | 1n pofleflion of Gwaffale , and now fuffering
m, | then to Fortify it , which was in effect the
kiy | delivering up of his Principality, and of all
ot | L K his
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his Peopleto them; who looked upon them-
felves as brought already under a Forreign
Yoke : they alfo reprefented to him the dan«
ger of having almoft no other Domefficks but
Frenchmen about him , who were all as fo
many Spies uponbim, andupon all that were
near him, and that were very exaét m giving
the French Enwoy Mr. Banmbear an account
ot every thing that he either faid or did. Thefe
Demoniltrances made fome Impreflions on the
Dw#ke , and he promifed tothem to find out
an effeétuall Remedy to all thofe Ewvils:
But this was not a fecret very long ; Money
and Spies find outevery thing; and it1s poffible
that they who gave the Duke thefe fairhfull
Advices imght have beenengaged to it, either
by fome Infiruments of .the Court of Spain,
or of the Republick of Vemice: yet thetruth
of this s not known, but the French Envoy
made a thift tocharge them fo heavily ; that
he got them both to be made clofe Prifoners;
in this condition they were when I was at
Mantua y and no body durft fo much asmen-
tion their Names , much lefs Intérpofe for
them.

Al the Princes of fh-st:r, are as Abfolute
in their own Deminsons , and as much de-
livered fromy all the bonds of L , as fome
greater Kings are, {o.their fubjeits areat their
Metcy , both for their Liuer, Liberties'; and
Efates: and thisis that from which onemay
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takea fure meafure of the weaknefs of Zraly.
Subjeéts that retain fhll all the due liberties of
huemane nature, and that are not under an
Avrbitrarybuta Legall Government; fight for
themfelves, as well as for their Prince; but if
they are already as miferable as they can be,
fo that a change may perhaps put them in a
betrer condition, butcan hardly put them in
aworfe, they will not much concern them-
felves in their Princes Quarrel , {ince they only
fight for the centinuance 4 it not for the en-
creafe of their Slavery.

Bur now toreturn tothe Duke of Adantua;
the French Enwoy has fince that time ftuck
clofer to him than ever ; he indeed waits
always on him, fometimes acting hike an Officer
of his Houfhold, and at other tuimes likethe
Gowvernosr of his Perfon: he madethe tourof
Italy with himthis year , and waited on him
to Millan , Genoa, Florencey Romse, Naples
. and Penice, wherethey pafled the Carnavall
together: and he rooka moft parucular care
that the Duke thould meer with none in all
thofe places, that might open his eyes, to
let him feethe Ruin that heis bringing upon
Himfelf; yer after all, one of his Secretaries,
had ftill the Integrity and Courage to give
him fuch faithful Councels, as had been tatal
to others: yet the Dwkeufed bim berter than
he had done the two Marguiffés : for tho the
Erench Spies difcovered him hkewife, yer,

natlling
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nothing could be done to burt him in the
Dukes good opinion, therefore it was refolved
to take another method to tear {o dangerous
a man from him 3 {o hebeing fent tonegotiate
fome bufinefs at the Court ot Turin, was otten
invited to goa Hunting, which herefifted for
a great while , tho the French Ambaffadosur
prefled him much to it ; at laft he was over-
come, but his fport was fatalto him; for he
was feifed on , and carried by a fmall Party
fent from Pignarol as 1s believed.  In fhort,
he 1s in the hands of the French, and 1t 1s {aid
in Jraly, that heis clapt up inSt. Margarite one
of the little Zflands 1n the Mediterranean fea.
This matter was at firft highly refented by
the Duke ,buta little ume will thew whether
the carefles of the Court of France can foften
him in this matter or not; for if they can lay
him afleep after fuch an Attempt , then all
perfons will conclude that he is fo much in
their power , that none will dare to run,
the hazard of undeceiving him any more.
Thofein the Mountferrat feel whataNeigh-
bour Caffalis to them; that Imperious way
of proceeding , without having any great re-
gard to Juftice, or to Contractsand Aggree=
ments, thatis practifed in France, begins to
be felt here likewife: of which many {maller
Inftances were given me, but I will tell you
two that were more remarkable; when the
Garrifon was firftfetled in Caffal, thofeofthe
! Mﬂ'ﬂﬂf:
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Mount ferratheld the price of their Corn fo high,
that it was hard tofurnifh the Garrifon with
Bread : {o fome of Piedmont undertcok to fup-
ply them for two years at 21 Livers the Ra-
rion , and the bargain being made 5 they
bought in great ftores , and {o they quickly
filled their Granmaries: upon this fone in the
Mountferrar came and offered to ferve the
Garrifonat 1.4 Liversthe Rarion, uponwhich
the other bargain tho madeas fureasany {uch
contraét can poflibly be made , was broke,
and the undertakers were ruined byit. The
other ftory was, that in order to thebuilding
the Fortifications, fome Mafons made abargain
at 32 Livers fuch amealure, fo they brought
togethera great number of Workmen , and
were at work ; when others came and offer’d
to pertorm the work at 28.Livers , for which
the others had 32 Liwvers, only theydeman-
ded a confiderable advance; fo the firlt Bar-
gain was prefently broken, to thegreatlofs of
the Undertakers : butthe 2d Undertakers, that
had Money advanced them , found they had
made a Bargain that was too hard for them to
execute, o they ran away with the Money,
to the great joy of the Countrey. He that
told me this, {aid, that perhaps it furprifedthe
Italians , who were notyet acquainted with
fuch things; but nothing of that kind would
{eem extraordinary in France, which was fo
much accuftomed to {fucha way ut'prqcecdil?g

that
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that he gave me a particular account of fo
many, that he had reafon to know well, as
would fill a Bocok ¢ but that which touched
him moft {enfibly,was the Fonds that was made
for an Eaft-India Company, to which the King
gave in three Millions , with this pofitive
Affurance, that allcthe Lofles and Dammage
of the Company thould fall on that Stock. This
wasa great encouragment to draw inmen, to
put Money into the {tock; and the Coxrt fet on
the Projett with fo much Zeal, that Lesters
were writ to all the great Bodies and Towns
of France, that were confidered rather as
Commands than Defires : yert after all were

engaged, upon the firit occafion the Kings »

three Millions were taken out of the ftock,
and the relt were left o fhift for themfelves.
But I muft here'give you an account of a
very Extraordinary Tranfaction in the Cosrt
of Turin , whichis likewifc thought an effect
of the Authority that the Councsls of France
have likewife there. The Marquis de Pianeffe
the [on of him that fet onthe AMaffacre of the
Proteftants in the Valleys of Piedmont 34 years
ago, was ingreat favour with the late Duke
of Savoy, but the war of Genea mifcarried fo
in his hands in the year 1672 tha: the Dwke
could never forgive him tharmatcer;of which
the Refentments were fo quick when he
died, that helefta charge on Madame Royale,
neyer to forgive him , nor to lm;lm]luy
im
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him: he upon his Diigrace retired " into
France and was fo well entertained there, that
he had Intereft enough to procurea Recom-
mendation from the King tothe Duichefs of
Sawoy in his favour; but her Excufe was fo reas
fonable , being founded on the Orders fhe
had received from the Dxke on his Death bed,
that there was noreply to be made to it - yet
afterwards a Nephew of his , the Count Mafiin,
was {0 happy inthe Darcheffes favour 5 that he
found he only wanted a Head as able as his
Uncles was to fupport him in that credit, which
her favour gave him: and he was fo much in
the good graces of Aad. Reyale,that heatlaft
prevailed with her to bring his ©neleinto the
chicf Minifiry; he being certainly one of the
ablelt men that belongsto that Coure; and the
pretence found to bring this about decently ,
was, that the Dautcheffe did fecretly Intimate
to the Court of France, that the found it ne=
ceflary to lmploy theMarq. dez Pianeffe, and
therfore the defired that the King would renew
his rccommendation of him , which being
done , he wasreccivedinto the Adiniffry , and
had the chiet ftroke in all Affairs: he placed
another of his Nephews about the Duke , and
{upported him {o that he got very far into his
favour, fo Mr. de Pmrq: Dbitrving great
Dilordersinthe Goveramenty and a great and
ufele(s Confumption of the Revense, heln-
~ Riuéked his Nepheww that wasaboutthe Duke
. i
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fowell ; that he entertained the young Dxke
often upon thefe heads, who was not then

15 year old : hefhewed him how his Caumrr}"

was ruined by his Mothers ill condu& , and
was always fuggelting to him the Neceflity
ofhis affuming the Govornment , and putting
an end to his Mashers Regency, which is'a
difcourfe to which all Perlons of that Age
have fuch 2 natural Inclination , that it was
no wonder if both Unele and Nephew came
to believe thatthe Ds#ke hearkned to the Pro-
pofition: but the’ Duke thought it too hardy
a thingto venture on it, without confulting
it with fome wifer heads ; upon which Mr.
de Pianeffes Nephew toldhim 4 that he would
bring his Unele to him, who would conduct
the marter for him; for tho he had greatobli-
gations to Madam Royale 5 yet his Fidelity
to his Prince, and his Affeftiontohis Countrey
overcame them all. 'This was a great fur-
prife to the Duke , who looked on Mr. de
Pianeffe as the perfon in the World, that
was the moft obliged to his Morher 4 and
that was themotft in her Interefls: and it was
believed that the prejudice which this gave
him , blafted thiswhole defign: yet hegave
him feveral Audiences in fecret, and had
concerted with him the whole method, both
of affluming and managing the Government:
which was carried on fofecretly, that there

was no {ufpition of the matter, till the day
i A bﬂ-_
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beforeit was to break out, andthat the Dute
was to withdraw himfelf from his A Lotbher :
but then it was difcovered, and the Duke to
reconcile himfelf to his Moather , facrificed
the Marq. de Pianeffe to her refentments:
he was not only Difgraced, and put in Pri-
fon, but his procefle was made before the
Court of Parliament of Chambery, for ha-
ving endeavoured to throw the Government
into a Confufion, by fowing of Divifion be=
tween the Duke and his Mother :yet hedefen-
ded him{elf fo well that he was acquitted, but
he continues ftill a Prifoner: upon his Dif~
race, there was none that durftoppofe him-
lelf to Mad. Royale,or offerany advices to the
Duke , {o thatthe Conrt of Turin was as abfo-
lutely governed by the Directions that were
{fent from the Cosrt of France , as it the one
had been the Paffal, it not the Subjeif tothe

other.
I will not profecute this difcourfe to tell
ou that whichall Exrepe knows, of the de-
figned Match with the /nfanta of Portxgal,by
which Savey and Piedmont would have un-
doubtely fallen into the hands of the French.
The breaking of this, and the Dukes being
Poyfoned , as well as his Fatherhad been, tho
his youth carried himthro it, arethingstoo
well known , for you to be Ignorant of them.
It is true , thofe who Poyfoned the prefent
Duke, havenotbeen yet Difcoveredand pu-
L nifhed
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nished, as thofe were who poyloned his Fas
ther. While I was at Turin , there was a
difcourfe, that the Duke was reflecting on
the Wife Advices that Mr. de Pianeffe had
givenhim, and thathe Intended not only to
bring him out of prifén, bur to receive him
again into the Mimniffry, whichisconfirmed
to me fince 1 left thofe parts. There 1s no-
thing more Vifible, than that the Dukes of °
Savey have funk extreamly in this eAjge,
from the figure which they madein thelaffs
and how much foever they may have raifed
their Tirxlar Dignity , in having the Title
of Royal Highne[s given them ; they have loft
asmuchinthe Figure, thatthey made inthe
affairs of Esrope: and it is now almolt too
late to think of a Remedy: for Pigneroland
Caffal are two very Inconvenient neighbours.
'The truth is, the Vanity ofthis77ile ;and the
expenceful humour that their late eMarria«
ges with Francehas {pread among them, have
undone them, for inftead ‘of keeping good
Troops and ftrong places , all the Kevende
goes to the keeping up of the Magnifi-
cence of the Cowrt; which is indeed very
{plendid.

I will not ingage in a Relation of this laft
Affair of the Palleys of Piedmont ; for 1 could’
not find particulars enough, togive youthat
{o diftinctly asyou may perhaps defire it. It
wasall over, long before I camie'to Tﬂrérr?
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but thisI found, that all the Court there, were
athamed of the matter : aud they took pains
upon Strangers, not without fome affectation,
to convince them that the Duke was very hard-
ly drawn toit : that he was long prefled to it, by
the repeated Infiances from the Cowrs of
France; that he excufedit, reprefenting to
the Cowrt of France the conftant Fideliy of
thofe people ever fince the laft E4ifF of Paci«
fication y and their greac Induftry, f{o that
they were the profitableft Subjeéts that the
Duke had, and that the body of men which
they had given his Fatber in thelaft Warwith
Genoas, had done greac Service ; for it faved
the whole Army: buc all thefe Excufes were
without cffeét ; for the Coure of France having
broken its own Faith, thar had been givento
Hereticks , and in that thewed, how true a
relpect 1t pays to the Conncilof Conflance , had
a tind to engage other Princesto follow this
new Pattern ot Fedelity that ic fet theworld:
fo the Duke was not only prefled to extirpate
the Hereticks ot thofe Vafeys ; but this
T hreatning was added, thac it he would not
do it, the King would fend his own Troops to
extirpatc Herefy 3 for he would not only not
{utler it inhis own Kingdem , but would even
drive it out of his Neighbourhood. He who
told me all this, knowing of what Countrey I
Wwas, added, that perhaps he would within 2

Jittle while fend thelike Meflages to {fomeo-
bt gehers of his Neighbours. L 2 But
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Buttoreturn to the expence that is made
in the Cozrt of Twrin, Icannot forget a dif-
courfe that [ had onthis fubject with aGerman,
that wasaman of very goodfenfe: he told me,
thatnothing ruined the Empire fo much, as
thegreat Magnificence whichall the Princes |
affeCted to kecp up in their (osres; and the
Luxury inwhichtheybeguntolive, which ¥
had much corrupted the Antient Simplicity &
and Gallantry of that great and Warlike
Nution. Not only the Nobility ,buttheir very
Princes travel into France ; and are {fo much
taken with the Splendor & Luxury that they E
{ee there, that they return home quite fpoiled &
with the ill Impreflions that this makes on
them. They carry home with them French-
Cooks , and all the contrivances of Pleafure
thatare fomuch {tudied there ; for the vitia-
ting the minds oftheir (ountreymen : and bya
valt Expence, they not only exhauft their
Revenne , and ruin their Swbjells , but they
become fo liable to corruption, that if their’
Incomeat home cannot fupport theircharge,ﬂ
both their Princes and their Minsffers arc re~3
duced, as it were to the neceffity of taking ¥
Penfions,from thofe whofe Inftruments have
{fet onthis Luxury, and whofe Penfions will
ftill fupport it, till the Germans are {uffi-3
ciently enervated by the Fecblenefs into¥
which all that Luxury muft needs throw
them, and then they will defpife and trample’
upon
!
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upon them, as much as they do now Courg,
them. He who told me all this, added , that
the little Princes of the Empire,affected now:
as much Splendor in their (ourts asthe Ele-
¢fors did inthe laft Age, and that the Eleliors
lived now in as much Magnificence as
Crowned Heads did formerly. But he carried
his- Obfervation further , and having ftaied
fome confiderable time both in Swirzerland
and Holland , he added , that Luxury and Ex.
pence were wicked things even in Jonars
chys,but they were fatal and deftructive when
they got into Coemmon.wealths; of which
the Hiftory of Lacedemon, Athens,and above
all of Rgme, give proofs that are beyond
exception ; for there1s a Humility , a Sobriety,
anda Fragality, that is {o necefiary for their
prefervation ; that Kingdomes can be better
maintained without Treops and {trong Places,
than Common-wealths withoutthefe. An Ea
mulation in Expence, a Vanity in Clothes,
Furniture, or Entertainments, are {o cons
trary toall the principles upon which a Cosme
man-wealth muft be either built or preferved,
that hefaid, he thought that the Darch had
loft more of theirreal Strength, by the Pro-
rrefsthat this Peft makes among them, than
%y all the Expence of the laff War, of
which they complain fo much : and indeed
the men ot Luxury and Vanity ought to be
driven out of Common-wealths, as publick

L 3 Enc-
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Enemies to the Conftitution of the Govern-
ment : {ince an irregular Profufion throws
them into Injuftice and Opprefiion,and may
in time expoie them to the Corruption of o=
ther Princes, and diffolves that Induftryand
Application for Affairs by which only they
can {ubfift: forall the Maximesthat relate to
a Common-wealth , there is none more Indi-
fpenfable, thanthat allmen regulate their Ex-
pence , [o that it may not exceed their Income:
and therefore he admired that part of the
Venesian Conftitution , that regulates the
Expence of their Nobility; and concluded,
that if the States and the Cantonsdid not put
an effeCtual ftop to the Progrefs of thofe Dif=
orders among them , the Figurethat they had
madein all tEe Affairs of Europe, as it wasin
a great degree aIrEm‘T-y Eclipfed among the
Cantons, {0 would fink apace even in the
States 3 and this was all that was wanting,
to fet up-a#ew Monarchyinthe Weff.

But I have got fuch a trick of making Di-
greflions, that I find it is hardly poffible for
me to hold long clofe to a point: there is
fomething intravelling , I fancy, that makesa
mans thoughtsreel; and that leads hisPento
wander about as much as his Perfondoes : yet
T remember ftill whar drew me into all this
ramble; It was the bufinefs of Guaffale,and the
Cowrt of Maninatharled mefo far about. 1
will fay no mrore to you of thereit nfLumé;r-
i
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dy3 nor will I enter into any defcription of
Tufeany; but fhall onlytell you onc thing,
which both touched me muchand pleafed me
extreamly.

I need not inlarge to you on the Poverty &
Mifery thatappears in Pifa, Where there re-
mains yet enough to fhew whar they once
were, and how much they arenow funk from
what they were whilethey were a Free State:
but all thisis much more {enfible, when one
goes from henceto Lucca, which tho. it has
not the advantage of fituation that Pifa has,
yet is quiteanother fort ofa place. The Tows,
1s well built,full of People,and as full of Wealth:
the whole foil of this {mall Szaze is well Culti
vated and isfull of 7illages, all the marksand
¢fleéts of Liberryappear, mnan Univerfal Ci=
vility, & agenéronsand frank way of living:
Thisisalfo the place of all Zraly that is freett
of all Crimes and Publick Vices ; they value
themfelves uponnothing but their Liberty,of
which the Szate is {0 Jealaus, that thg frequent
change of their Magifiratess from two
Moneths to two Moneths, & the Reftraint
in which theyare kept while they bear Qffice,,
they being indeed honorable Prifoners all the
while, have preferved that here, which fo
many of their Neighbouring Stareshave loit :
and as Liberty is engraven in Capiral Letters,
upon the Publick Buildings ot this State,
{o it appears to be much decper in all their

L 4 Hearts,
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Hearts. One {cesthe Effeéts of their Wealth,
m all their “Publick works, as well as inthe
Fortifications of this place, which are much
better, and better kept than inany place I
faw In ltaly, except Gemoa. 'There ison the
Inwardfide of the R amparts , a noble Planti-
#1012 , which is oneof the beautifulleft Deco-
rations that belongs to this place; for as there
152 confiderable {pace left void between the
Kamparts and the Buildings , fo this is planted
all about the whole Town , with feveral
rows of Trees, which afford pleafant Walks,
and a lovely Shade, which is no fmall mat-
ter , where they are expofed to o hot a
Sun. :

[ come jnthelaft place to give youanaccount
Ot Genoaywhich tho it is not able now to Com-
pete asicdid fome Ages ago with the Repu-
blick of Penice, yerisitilla great Body and
tull of Wealth ; one that comesout of the
Lopes Patrimony and Tyfcany , into this nar-
row borderthat lies between the Hillsandthe
Sea , thould expeé to find as great a diffe-
rence between theirabounding in People and
Wealth, aschere 1s betweeu the foilof thefe
twa Countries : but he finds the change juft
contrary to whatin reafon he ought to expect:
tor all this edge of foil , is fo full of Villages
and Towns , andthere is fo great a plenty of
Maney and of every thing elfe here, that it
Amales a Traveller no lels, than theabando-
ned ftate of thofe other places, The
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The numbersof the fubjects of this Repu-
blick, are eftimated to 330000 Perfons; which
are thus reckoned up; Inthe Townof Genoa
it felf there are about 8ecoco, Perfons: inthe
Villages and Towns that lie Weffward there
are 120000. and 30000. in thofe that lie to
the Eaft: and the Inbabitantsof the Ifland of
Corfica are reckonedtobe 100c00. Theykeep
two {mall Ferts in Corfica , one at Calvi on
that end that looks to Gemoa , and another
at Boniface on the other end that looks
to Sardinia; for they have let S. Fiorenza and
fome other fmall places go to ruin. Thefe
two are confiderable in themfelves, and com-
mand two very good Harbours; yet as the
building in (ulvs are too much expofed and
too high, {o Boniface is underahigh Ground,
that is within musket fhut of it,and that com-
mands it: thefe places are now inafad condi-
rion, ill kept, and ill furnifhed both with
Menand Animunition , {o that they could not
make a greatr Refiftance , there being but
150 men in Calviy and 200 10 Boniface ; and it
is believed , that the reafon of their letting
S. Fiorenza go to ruin, is, the Greatnefs of
the Place,and the Expence of keeping it. The
Corfes are extreamly brave , and ll:swr: a Rage
in their courage, that would bemuch more
valueable and ufefull than it is if they. were
more governable, and could bebrought un=
deran exaét Difcipline : but theyare unruly,
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and as aptto Mutiny , when they feeno Enez
my, as to fight well when it comes to that.
The compals of the Fortification of Genoa is
an amafing thing ; forit runs all along the hills
ina compafs of many miles , I was told it was
above 14 mile,& inthe Expence that bas been
laid out on thisand on the two Aeles, chiefly
the new one, one fees that this Srare {pares
nothing which Publick fafety or the Conve-
nience of Trade do require : thefe Publick
Works has run the Republick intoa vaftdebt;
for they owe above Nine Millions of Crowns
that are upon the Bank, befides feveral other
debts , in particular their great Debt to St.
Georges Houfe 5 the gl'ﬂiltﬂi% part of the Re-
vense of this State {tandsengaged for the /n-
tereff that they pay , fo that tho the whole
Revenwe amountsto 1200000 Crowny , the

reckon that9ooooo Crewans of thisisengaged,
fo that they have only three hundrtdg[hnu,
{and Creswns clear for their whole Expence,
which is fo{mall a matter, thatitisno won-
derif they are in a low condition, and cando
little upon{onarrow afond:their Rezvenuerilcs
chicfly out of an Excife that falls fo equally
upon all the Sxbjells of this State, thatthey
reckon that every man in Gewoa , payes fix
Growus ayear to the Staze, The whole Land
Forces of this Stare were but 3500 men, yet
of late they have raifed them up to 4ocomen;

of which 2500 are the Garrifon of the Cir;&
an
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and there are 60coin Savena, which after the
City it felf is the moft Important place that
belongs to this State : the extent of the whole
Countrey, that goes by the name ofthe Riwer
of Genoa, is 18omiles, of which 120lie We/ff-
sward, and 6o lie Esffward; the Mountains
that are almoft Impaffible are thoughta fuf-
ficient Defence to cover them from their
Neighbours in Lombardy,and from the Duke
of Savey, and the State of Millan, Itistrue,
‘they have one Fort called Gawvi, that is 2
miles diftant from the Town ;, which has all
the advantages of {itution that are poflible for
keeping the Paffes thro the Mountains: but
as they keep only a Garrifon of 120 men in
it , fo all things mit are {o negleéted , that
it could make no confiderable Refiltance to
an Enemy that could attack in vigoroufly.
In fhort ,, the ftrength of this Srate is very
Inconfiderable , their Souldiers are ill Difcie
plined, their Officers want Experience, and
they have no good Engineers 5 the New Mole
is indeeda valt work , built out into the Ses
feven fathom deep, and there are an hundred
pieces of Cannon onit to defend the Old Mole;
their Naval forces confift in fix Galleys, and
and two Menof War; but thele are notkept
as Ships of War, but are Imployed rather as
Merchant-men, {o that they not only bear
their own Expence, but bring in an Over-
plus to the Srate, :

Finale,
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Finale,which isthe only Seaport thatbelongs
to the State of Mellan,is a poor abandoned Vsl
lage without either Fortification or Garrifon,
nor do the Spansh Galleys come there any
more ; but make Genoa it {elf their Step, and
Paflage between Spain and Millan: {o thatan
attempt upon Gemos was indeed the taking
of all the Milanefe, fince the communication
between Spainand it, being now thro Genoa,
whenfoever this Republick falls into the
hands of the French, all the Millanefe muft
fall of it felf, or rather indeed all aly, mull
needs fall with ir.

This is as faras [ could underftand it the
outward force of Genos : for it can expeck
little from its .4//ies, it having noneat all be-
fide Spasn: and the Slownels and Feehlene(s
of that Cosrt, aretoovifibletogive any Stare
great Courage that has no other {dpport be-
fides this to depend on ; As for their Neigh-
bours in Jraly, they have no fort of Com-
merce withthem; for they pretend to a de-
gree of Precedence , equalto the Penetians:
and to have the refpect of a Crowmed Head
pay’d to them, and thiscutsoff allCommu-
nication with the other Cosres of Italy, who
confider Penice in anothermanner than they
do Genoa. As for Spain,they haveall poflible
En]gagcmﬁnts with it: many of the l‘icgﬁﬁ Fa-
milies of Gemoghave great E fates in the Milas
nefe, and the other Dominions of the King of
Spain 3
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Spain; fo that they muit upon their own ac-
count be true to the Interefls of that Crdwn,
and Spain is as much concerned in their pre-
fervation as in any. of its own Provinces,
fince 1t defends their Empire in [Traly; o
that Genoa and Spain are now infeparably
united to onc another, by their mutual In-
tereils.

But I come next to give you fome account
of the Inward flate of Genoa. It is known,
that the Liberty was reftored to them, by the
moft eatnelt Interceflion of that great Cap-
tain, and gallant LGUHUC}, -man , eAndreas
l)arm,u hole Statue,in remembrance of this,
is fecup inan open ;}Iacc intheir Town : this
was in the year 1528, yettho from that time
they had their Government in their own
hands, they were ftill obliged tolet a Squa-
dronof the Spanish Gallys, {tand in their Ar-
fenal , who kept then a Fleet of about 8o,
Gallys {o that till Spain was {o much funk
from its former Greatnefs, that it was no
more a Terrour toany of its Neighbours, Ge-
noa was {till in great dread of having their
Liberty {wallowed up by them, and therefore
they do not reckon their entire Liberty but
from the year 1624. or 1624. that they faw
themfelves out of all Danger from any of
their Neighbours : France was not then be-
gun to grow ftriong at Sca, and Spain was
ftrong no where; {o that fince that time, till

Framce
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Fragce began to put out great Fleets, and’
that they bad fuch a dreadtul Neighbour of
Tonloun ,they were lale and at quiet: butthey
tell under the common Difeafe ot all Commana
wealths, when they are long in Peace, and
while their Commerce flourifhes ; a Spiric
of Infolence and of Faction began to {pread it
{elf over the whole Town , which was grown
to fucha height, thatinthe Projelf that was
offered to the Court of France, {hewing the
eafinefs of this Conqueft (of which 1 have
feen the Copy) the Divifions and Faltions
among{t them are propofed , as the chief
ground upon which they founded the Proba-
bility of the ruin of that (emmoen-wealth.
There are three {orts of Perfons in Genoa,
the Nobility y the Citizens, and the Inferior
People. Therearetwo Ranks of 9{1&1’;":'3_1',{]1:
one is of the moreeAnticut Familses'y the o-
ther is of thofe who have been chofen and
raifed up to that Dignity of late. It is true,
the Aggreement that was made in the year
1576. between them, is exactly obferved,by
which the Government and the Publick Ima
ploymentsare to beequally divided between
them: bur yet there s fo great a height of
Pride kept up among the Ancient Families,
that they will not Inter-marry with the other,
and think it a dimnution to them, ro enter
intoany Familiarity with them, and even to
keep them Company: thisonthe otherhand
kindles
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kindlesan Indignationinthofe latter Familier,
when they fee themfelves fo much defpifed
by the other. The Ancient Families have a
neceffary ‘Dependence upon the Crown of
Spain Ey the great Eftates that they have in
their Dominions 3 but the others, whole
Eftates lie ratherin Money, which eitheris
in the Bank,  or that runs out in Exchange
orTrade, they areconcerncd in nothing but
in the prefervation of théir Baxk, and by con-
{equence in sheir Liberty; for none can
doubt but that if they fell in the power of
another Prince, the Debtsonthe Bank would
be but ill payd. Thus the Nobility ftand di-
vided into two Factions, which difcover
their Animofities to one another upon very
many occafions: for Publick_Imployments are
fought after here , withastouch Intrigue as
elfewhére. I will give you onlyone Inftance
of this, becaufe it is both very refined , and
it related to that Doge, whofe Government
was fo unhappy both by the Bombarding of
Genoa o and by his own going to Ferfaslles
toask Pardon. {:Ir: himfelf wasa Man ofaquiet
temper, that did not alpire; buthis H¥fe could
not be fatisfied till he was Doge, and {he Ds-
geffe: {o fhe fet fo many Machines at work,
that after the feveral tours, that the matrer
made in the many Ballortings , itcamerto the
fixing of the lait three out 'of whom the
Doge was to be chofen : and her Husband

was
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was one of them ; but there being one of

the three, of whom fhe was very apprehen-

five, the engagedone of her Friends, to feem
{o affured of his Eleftion , astolay confidera-
ble wagers with feveral of the Eletiors, who
were likelieft to favourhim ,that he fhould be
chofen: now they having a greater mind to
win their Betts, than to promote their Friend,
gave their Potes infavour of him, that was
upon that made Doge. .

The 24body in Genoa is that of the Citizens,
who feem to be extreamly weary of the In-
folence of the Nobility ; and there are many
among them, that think themf{eclves no way
Inferiour to them, neither in the Antiquity,
nor inthe Dignity of their Families. ‘They
do alfo complain of a great Injuftice done
them by the Nobility 3 tor in the agreement
made between the Nobility and the Citizens,
inthe year 1528, one Ariicle was, thatevery
year zen Citizens thould be according to their
merit received into their body. Itis certain,
that if this had beenobferved, the Nobility of
Genoa had become by this time {fo common,
that this would have funk its dignity exs
treamly : but inftead of doing this yearly,
it 1s now -done but once in 30 years : {o the
Citizens complane much, that this Encourag-
ment and Recompence of #erit is now with=
drawn, The Nobility pretend on the other
hand , that by that Agrccment, they m{e
only

e e}




. PﬂHC}’ & Interefts of ITALY. 177

Only enabled to makean Annuall promotion,
Put that they are notobligedtoit: and I was
Fold, that the Originall Record of thdt Agree-
ment, could not be found now; and no doubt
it has beendeftroyed by the Orderof the Se-
nate. 1n {hort, the Citizens have {o great an
averfion tothe Govermmen: , that it was ge-
nerally thought that* they would eafily be
prevailed on to fhake it oft, and to throw
themf{elves rather into the Armes of another
Prince, who would certainly have very foon
trampled upon them all equally; for itistoo
commona thing, tofeein all thofe Inteftine
Fatlions 5 that angry and ill-patured men,
confider the Jaft Injury, more than all other
things: and areready to facrifice all to their
Refentments: and are {o intent upon their
Revenges , that often they will not look

into the Confequences of what they do,
but go on, which way foever the Anger of
the Faffson drives them: and thofe who are
wife cnmtgh s to make their own Advantage

of thofe Quarrels, and that are dextrous
enough to manage them artificially , make
commonly thofe parties take their turns in
ufing one another ill , in which they know
how to find their account : and as this ob-
fervation holds often in Colder Climates , fo
ma Countrey where revenges are very much
ftudied and gratified, no wonder if this was
much relied on.  The third rank is of the
Trades men and Rabble, who have their chief;

M deper-
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dependance upon the great Nobility :but they
are a Vicious and diflolute fort of People, as
any areinthe world. Andindeedall Genoa is
{o extreamly corrupt, fo Ignorant, and fo
brural, and folittle acquainted with the true
Notions of Government, thathere is a Com-
mon-wealth degenerated tofuch adegree; that
it cannot refifta confiderable fhock. The Sué.
jells are exceffively Rich, tho the State is
Poor : and thisappears both in the Magnifi-
cence of their Busldings , which is beyond
Imagination, andinthegreat Wealth that is
in their Churches and Convents , which {ee-
med to me to be beyond what is in Pemice it
felf.

A fenfible man that Iknew there told me,
that as there wasamong them afortof Impu-
nity to all Kind of Vice, fotheir grofs Igno-
rance made them Incapable to conduét their
State; for while their Wealtb blew them upy
withthat Pride that it commonly produces
in mean Souls, and when their Intrigues
brought them into a confiderable fhare of
the Government , they fatisfied themfelves
with carrying on the Interefts of their own
Cabal , and deprefling thofe that oppofed
them , without opening their minds to {o
great a thought , as that of correcting or fe-
curing their Common wealth. 'They neither
had Heads nor Hearts capable of a vigorous
Defence : and they knew nothing of what
was doing abroad ; but contented nhemfelj—fc;
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with minding the Intereft of their City Fas
ions. He added , that when a Common-
wealth fell onée into this Difeafe, it was in
a much warfe ftate, than any to which
the Rigour even of an unhappy War, could
reduce it : as a man whole Vitals are In-
wardly corrupted , isina much worfe coridi-
tion , than he that hasreceived many Wounds;
Nature may bring him thro the one, tho
he had loft ever fo much blood ; whereas it
muit fink under the other: foall the mitchict
that could befall a Common-wealth could
hardly deftroy it , if it retain’d the Inward
vigour of its firft Maxsmes and Confliturion:
and he did not ftick to fay, that as high as
the States of Holland were now in holding
the ballance of Enrope,if their Towwns fell once
into eftablithed faétions , if Learning {unk
among them , fo that their Magiffraresgrew
Ignorant, chiefly of the Affars of Eaurope,
it they came to have a Magiftracy, that had
not the right underftanding of W%ar, and the
‘Courage with which fome practice in Aili-
tary matters Infpiremen, and iftheir Wealth
fwelled them up to an Unreafonsble Pride,
and that men rife more upon the little In-
trigucs of City Faftions , thanupontruemerit;
whenloever, he faid, the Stares fell into this
difeafe,, then the ftrength of that Rephblick,
was gone ; and tho they might fubfift after
that longer or fhorter, according to the Con-
junéture of Affairs, yet one might reckam

J\% them
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them to be in their decline, which muft end

inamoftcertain Ruintothem, either within -

doors, ar from abroad.

1 have now told you enough to let You
{ee how reafonable a Projeét it wasto fend a
fleet againft-fo fecble a body; which without
molt prodigious Errors in the management,
could not have mifcarried : and thisisio clear,
and fo confefled by everyman in Genoa , that
one rather Wondershow they found a way to
conduét itfoill. The man that formed the
whole projeét was Stiven Valdyron ot Nifmes,
and a Proteffant,whois aperfon of avery good
Underftanding , and baving lived above 12
years in Genoa, had time enough not only to
raifc a very good Eftate out of his Trade,
but to fee into the whole Fecblenefs of that
Government. 1 converled long and much wirh
him : and having fince that time beenin Ge-
noa it felf, I have feen {o clearly the truth of
all that he told me , that 1 may now aflure
you of all that I learnt from bim. He had
2 {trange affeétion to his Grear Monarch,
and fancied that the obligations of raifing
bis Glary , was {uperiourtoall other: and no
doubt he reckoned to find his own account
in it, if he could have been the occafion of
rnaking the Keng of France Maiter ot Genoa:
therefore he drew up the whole Proje# , and
fthewed both of what Importance the thing
was, and how eafily it might be executed:
for I have a Copy ofthe whole Scheme, wlﬁth
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M;y. St. Olon {ent to the Court of France, of
which Mr, Paldyron was indeed the Author;
the defign being entertained , Sz, Olon had
an Intmation given him, to withdraw {ome
day’s before the French flet came beiore
the Town. But Paldyron was left to try his
hard fate; for as foon as the Fleet began to do
Aéts of Hoftility, #aldyren, who had been
%known to be muchwith S¢, Olon, was clapt
in Prifon, and while he was in it , a Bomb
broke thro his Prifon, but did him no hurt,
only the violent noife it made weakned the
Tympan of his Ear {o much , that he loft
his hearing of one fide.

But he, as well as all Genoa, fancied they
were loft, and that the French muit be cers
tainly Mafters of the Place in a few hours.
The Confternation and Confulion was fo
ﬁreat, that if at firfta great thower of Bombs

ad been thrown into the Town, and a de-
fcent had been made, they had certainly fuc-
ceeded; forthepeople were infuch a dilordler,
that the Magifirates werenot regarded ; and
indeed many of them fhewed as much fcar
as the rabble did. But the French, inftead
of beginning vigorouly at firlt, threw in
ane Bomb , and after fome hours another;
and fo went en flowlyfor a day ortwo; in
which time, the People hegan to get INtO or-
der , and to take heart: and now their fuft
fear, turned to a Rage againft the French;
{o that when they made a defcent, they found
' M 3 {uch
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fuch a Refiftance, that they were forced to
go back to their Ships, having left behind
them soo of their belt Men : and the Fleet
continued Bombarding the Town , tll they
had shot all their Bombs; and when their
ftore was {pent , they fail’d away, having laida
great many noble buildings inTames. '
~ The morality of this way of proceeding,
was fomewhat hard to be found out : the
iralians do not ftick to fay, it was an A4/
faffinat, when withour Warning or procee-
ding in the way of a fair War, a fleer camg
and furprifed and burnt a Town : but the
Conduét wasas extraordinary, as the Action
it {clf was honorable and worthy of a MOST
CHRISTIAN KING. '
It was pleafant to hear a Spaniard , that
belonged tothe Count of Melgar talk ofthis
matter : he faid, that inthis, France had atted
as it had done on many other occafions , 10
which tho it bad the favourableft conjuncture
poffible, it had done nothing {uteableto what
might have been expeéted ; for tho they had
here a calm Sea, for four dayes, which s a
very Extraordinary thing inthe Bay of Genoa,
that is almoft alwayes in a Szorm , and tho they
had furprifed the Tomwn, that had not the
leaft apprehenfion of fucha Defign, and found
them in a condition notlikely to haverefifted
a much {fmaller Force; yet he faid, that Feeble-
nels which had appeared upon many other
occafions, fhewed it felf likewife here ,ﬁg@:
' this
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this great Expedition failed, and the Re-
proach of firft atctempring it , and then
Mifcarrying in'it, was ftudied to be carried
off by this, that the defign was only to
Chaftife Genoa, at which there is not a man
in the Town that does not laugh. He upon
this took agreat compafs for thefe laft twenty
years backwards, to 1¥u:w that there was no-
thing extraordinary mall this R ¢ign , that had
been the Subjeétof {o many Panegyricks, un-
lefs this may be reckoned extraordinary, that
there has been fo little progrefs made, when
they had the faireft opportuniries poffible: an
Infant King of Spain, and a feeble Comncil,
and a Diftraéion inthe States of Holland ; {0
that the firlt Succefles that were the Effects
of the weaknefs and furprife of thofe that
were attackt, are rather a Reproach than a
Glory to a Reign; that has underftood fo
ill how to ferve 1t felf of thofe advantages,
that had nothing of the Greatnefs ot 2 Con-
gwering Geniusin it ;5 and whegethe Minifiry
thewed rather an exatnelsin executing little
Projeéts, than a largene(s of Soul in laying
vaft ones. I could not but be plealed to feea
Spaniard , find fomewhar that entertained his
Pride in the Contempt of the French, at the
fame time that the low eftate of their Af-
fairs, made him feel the depreflion of their
own Empire as much as the progrefs of the
Great Monarch ot France.
But now I cannort but tell you the reft of
: M 4 Faldy-
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Valdyrow’s Story: as {oonas the French were
gone, the Government of Genoa began to
examin him, but he ftood to his denial , and
faid, he knew nothing: all his Effeéls were
feifed on and diffipated, and he himfelf was
four or five times put to the {trapado, which
wasdone by tying his hands behind his back,
and fetching them over his Head , which dis-
joynted his Armes and Shoulder-blades, ina
moft terrible manner , yet he had the firm-
nefs to ftand it out: and fo they could draw
nothing from him: but as foon as the Cowre
of France underftood, thatboth he ;and feve-
ral other Frenchmen , that lived in Genea,
were put in Prifon, the Refdent of| Genoa
was clapt up at Paris: and when the Over-
tures were made to accommodate this matter,
Valdyron was no more ill ufed,- and after
fome Months he was fet at Liberty : bar
his Effate was cluiu: loft : yet he ;came to
France, not doubting but that fo greata Ser»
vice ; and fuch fevere Suffering, would have

rocured hinl {fome confiderable Reward:
Eut after he had languifhed there above a
year,he got a Penfion, that was juit enough
to keep him alive, of two hundred Cromwns &
and eventhat was {topr, asfoonitwasknown
that he was of the Religion, till he changed.
‘This picce of Gratitude for {uch.a Service,
that had coft him {o dear, was no extraordi-
nary Encouragement for others to venture as
he had done. Yet I whoknew lum well, for
| | al
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almoft two years; could not but admire the
wonderful Zeal he had for the Glory of his
King 5 for inthe midft of allhis Mifery, and
of all the Negleét he met with, having fallen
from fo ﬂuuriiinga condition 4 he couldne-
verbe brought to think that he haddone foo-
lithly : but was rather proud of it, that he
had formed {o fureaScheme, forputting Ge-
noa intohis Maftershands: & thishefaid often
to me , when he was {o poor, that he did not
know where to dine. The affinity of the
matter , makes me call tomind a converfation
that1 had at Rome, withtwo of the Old Aa«
giftrates of Meffina; who had been menthat
bore a great ftroak in that Town , during the
Rewalt ; and were then reduced to the mifery
of accepting a Charity. They vold us, that
all the Oaths, that Mr. de Fsvenne, and Mr.
la Fueillade , {wore to themin the Kings name,
as well as in their own, never to abandon
them, which weremade upon the Sacrament,
befides whole Valleys of Oaths, that Mr. le
Fuesllade madethem from morning to might,
while he was among them ; it {eems wentfor
nothing , but matters of form: yet theyfaid,
they theught the French Ainsftry would have
confidered the Kings Interefts, it theyhadno
regard to his Hononr. They added, thatif the
Kang of France, when he tound the War of
Meffina lay heavy upon him, had fent to Spain,
and offered ro that Cosrt,as a pledge ot the’
Peace that hewas offering themat IVémmeegen,

Lo’
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so put Me/fina again into their hands,provided
theyvwould grantan Indemnity for what was
paft, and a Confirmation of their Antient
Priviledges, of which he himfelf would be
the Garand,this they faid the Spanzards wovld
have without doubt , accepted as fomethin

come to them from Heaven : and it themat-
ter had ended thus, as it would have been
highly honourable for the King, fo it would
have given him the dependance both of Sicily
and Naples, and have: kept them f{till in a
difpofition ‘to throw themfelves into his
hands: whereas in the way that their bufinefs

ended, if therefhould be inany time hereatter,

a provocation given in thofe parts to revolr,
they would fooner throw themfelves into the
Armes of the Turk, if he thould be again
in a conditionto protect them, than of tﬁnf’e
wha had abandoned them info ftrangeaman-
ner, taking no care neither of the Priviledges
of the Town in general, norof thofe particu-
lar Perfons , who had rendred themfelves un-
pardonable to the Spamiards. It istrue, fome
were brought away to France, the two that
1 have mentioned were of that number, and
had {mall Penfions afligned them , which were
but ill payed: and becaufe fome of them had
not patience enough to bear fuch an unlooked
for Ufage, but complaned freely ofit, apre-
tence was taken fromthence, to fanwshthem
all out of France; {othat everfince they have
{uffered a great deal of Mifery. I will not
' digrefs
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digrefs fo far asto give you an account of
that whole Revelr, which they juftified tous,
from the great Priviledges of their Town,
which were indecd fuch as made it a fort of
a (ommon-tvealth : that bad aright todefend
it felf againft thofe manifeft Infrattions with
which they charged the Spaniards. They
told us, that the émnﬁl‘catimns of Meffina had
amounted to twenty Millions: and yet forall
that the King of Spain was not much the ri-
cher by their Ruin ; for the Fice-Roy and
Government of Sicily,pretended to exhauftall
bya Citadel that they are building: and by
fome other publick Works. In Conclufion,
the two poor Meffineffes, feeing a Dutchman
in our Company, turned the Difcourle te
him , and wished him to warn his-Countrey-
men, by their Fate, how much {ome Caxris
ought toberelied on.

And now | have done withall the Politicat
Obfervations, thatI could make in #zaly. But
as | begun‘this Lester withone piece of Nis-
tural Hiftory , I will end it withanother. The
firft was a way of preparing of Salr, and the
fecond is a new way of preparing of Fitriol,
which was lately fet up in the Sulfarara,
near Puzzolo. It has not been long enough
a going, to enable one to judge how it will
fucceed ; but yet all things are very promi-
fing; and that which gives a'good Prolpect
of it,is,that all is done without the expence
~of any fire. The Method of it isthis. There

are
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are feveral Cifferns made in that great Bot<
tom of the Sw/fatara, of great ffones ~emented
very clofe: into. thefe all the Rasn both of
that Bottom, and of the little Hills that are
round it does fall , which 1s 1mpregnated
with Fitriol : they do alfo lay a great many
Tilesand Bricks before all thofe %’cnts, that
the Fire whichis in this Soil makes: and where
the Smoke comes out, with fo rapid a vio-
lence; fo that this Smoke pafling thro thefe
Bricks , leaves a great deal ot S#lpiur and Vi-
triolupon them: and thefe Bricks are washed
in thofe Cifferns, and by this means the Ha-
ter becomes impregnated with Zitriol: then
they put the Water into Coppers, which they
fet over thofe violent hot Eruptions; fo that
this fervesasa Fire, toevaporate the Phlegm,
and fo they find quantities of Fitriol, The
revenue of this goesto the Annunciata of Na-
ples: and they begin to promife themfelves

reat advantages trom it: but a litle ume
will thew this, aswell as greater matters. I
will add no new trouble, to that which the
length of this Lerzer muit needs have given
you: fo I will conclude, without any other
Formality , buc that of afluring you that I

am,
SIR,

_Yuur moft humble Servant.
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v Ince 1 added a Pofffcript tomly #wo former
Letters, 1 intend to make this {o far of a
piece withthem , asto conclude this likewife
withone ; for I find, looking over thelittle
Notes that I took, a Particalar that had efca«
pedme , and yetit {eems to deferve to be men-
tioned : and fince I have not brought it into my
Letters, 1 haverefolved to make a Poftfcripe
exprefs forit.
There is a little Tozwn in the Appennins,
about 24 miles from Rome , called Noreia,
near which there is a confiderable A4bbey ,

which belongs now to a Cardinal. This |

Town, thoitlies withi_n‘thﬁ Papes T erritory,
yet has fuch great Priviledges ilill referved

toit , that itmy pafsin fome fort tor a free

Common-wealth. 'They make their Lawer, '

and choofe their own AMagiffrates; bur that

Conftitution , and that 15 the moit exaétly
obferved, is, that they are {o jealous of all
Priefts, and of their having any fharein their
Government , that no man that can eicher
read or write is capable of bearing a thareid
their Government : {o thattheir Magifiracy,

which confifts of 4 Perfons, is alway’s in the |

handsof Unlertered Men,who are called there

Lé guatri Hliserati : for they think the leaft |
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which is the moft extraordinary part of their
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tendency to Letters, would bring them under
the ordinary Miferies that theyfee all their
Neighbours are brought under by the cre-
dit 1n which both the Robes™ are among
them. Andtheyare(o thy of all Churchmen,
and {o jealous of their Liberty , that when
the Cardindl comes during the Heats of ‘the
Summer fometimes, to his Abbey, theytake
no notice of him, nor dothey make any fort
of Court to him. One that has been oft
! there, told me, that by divers of théir Cu-
ftomes they feem to be oftherace of the old
Latines; and that their Situation and their
Poverty had at all times preferved them : yet
they are not fuch Strangers to the manners
of the reft of the 7talians as not to take plea-
fure infevererevenges, of which thisInftance
was given me.  The.Abbot that wasthe Car-
dinals Predeceflor, had an .Auditor who was
much in his favour , that made love to the
Wifeof one of the Magifirares of Norcia y which
{hedifcovered to her Husband; heordered her
to give the Auditor an Appointmient ; but
provided a good Swrgeon and all other things
that were ntccﬂar{ to put the Awnditor out of
all danger of breaking his Vow of Chaftity :
for he was a Churchman; and the Auditor not
failing to obferve hisrendezvous, was caught,
and the operation was performed with all pof-
{ible care: andhe wastreated very well till he
was quite cured , and then he was fentbackto

his Patron, The .Abbot was highly offended
' with
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with this affront that was done him : and it
may be eafily believed that the Auditor wasnot
wr:fl pleafed with this forced Chaftity that was
now lmipofed onhim: {othey fentan Informa-
tion of the matter tothe Rora; andasked their
opinion: butthe Cosrt of the R orawas wifer
than to fuffer amatter of this nature to become
publick. TothisI fhalladd a pleafant thing
that was told me concernihg Prieffs that fell
under the mistortune of this Auditer. - It 1
known , that according to the Canon Law ,
the one Indelible Character defaces the other:
and that a Prieff fo treated can no more fay
Map: yet I was told thatthisdiftinétion was

&

‘ufed, that if the Prieff had «/l that wastaken

from him reftored to him, fothat he eould car*
ry it in‘his Pocker , he was ftill efteemed enssre,
and might fay Aaf5; but unlefs he could have
the conlolation of carrying thofe things dead
about him, that had been perhaps too guick.
before, the Characterwasloft, orwasatleaft
undera totall fufpenfion: Itall thisisa little too
pleafantand too natural ,alictle good humour
muft beforgiven to aTraveller , whofe Spirits
aretoo muchinmotion, tobefofetled and fo
grave as they ought to be.
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