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PREFACE.

Have often wonderd,
i that, in {o Inquifitive
4 ‘an Age as This,among
thofe many Learned Men,
that have with much Free-
dom , as well as Acutenefs,
written of the Works of Na-
ture, (as T'hey call Them, )
and {fome of Them of the
Principles too , 1 have not
met with any, that has
made it his bufinefs to write
of Nw This
will "perhaps hereafter be

A 2  thought
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thought fuch an Omudlion,
as if, ingiving an Account
of the Political Eftate of a
Kingdom,One fhould Treat
Jargely of the Civil Jud-
ges,  Military Officers ,
and other Subordinate Ma-
ciftrates, and of the par-
ticular Ranks and Orders
of TInferior Subjets and
Plebeians , but thould be
filent of the Prerogatives
and Ways of Adminiftra-
tion of the King ; or, (to
ufe a Comparifon more
{uitable to the Subjeét, )
as if One fhould particu-
larly treat of the Barrel;
W heels; String, Ballance,
Index, and other Parts of
a Watch, - without exami-

ning
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ning the Nature of the
Spring, that lets all Thele
a moving, -When I fay
this, I do notforget, that
the Word Nature 1s every
where to be met with in
the Writings of Phyfiolo-
gers. But, though they
frequently employ the
Word, they d1eem not to
have much confiderd ,
what Notion ought to be
fram’d of the sz’ng, which
they fuppﬂﬁ and admire, and
upon Occafion celebrate ,
“but do notcall mn Queftion
or difcufs. Weighing there-
fore with my felf, of what
great Moment the fra-
ming a right or a wrong
Idea of Nature muit be, in

A 3 Refe-
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Reference both to the
Speculative and Practical
‘Part of Phyfiology ; I
judg'd it very well worth
the while, to make, with
Philofophical Freedom, a
ferious Enguiry mto the
Vulgarly Receiv’d Notion
of Nature ; 'that, #f it
appeared well-grounded , 1
might have the Rational
Satisfaction of not having
acquleic d in Tt, ‘till, after
a previous Examen ;. if 1
fhould find it confus'd and
ambiguous , 1 might endea-
vour to remedy that In-
convenience, by diftin-
euithing the Acceptions of
the Word ; #f 1 found 1t
dubious as to its Iruth, 1
might
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might be fthy in trufting
too much to a difirufted
Principle ; and, ¢f Ifound
erroneous , I might avoid
the raifing Super{tructures
of my Own, or relying on
thofe of Others, that muit
owe their Stability to an
unfound and deceitful
Foundation. And, be-
caule many Atheifts alcribe
io much to Nature, that
they think it needlefs to
have Recourie to a Derty,
for thegiving an Account
of the Phenomena of the
Univerfe : And, on the
other {ide, very -many
Theifts {feem to think the
commonly Received No-
tion of Nature, little lefs,

A g than




1 he Preface.

than neceflary to the Proof
of the Exiftence and Pro-
vidence of God; I, who
differ from both thefe Par-
ties, and yet think every
true Theift, ‘and much
more every true Chriftian,
ought to be wmuch con-
cerned for Truths, that
have fo powerful an In-
Ruence on Religion,thought
my 1elt, for Its fake, ob-
lig’d to confider this Mat-
ter, both with the more
Attention and with regard
to Religion.

And yet, being to write
this Treatife as a Phyfiloger,
not a Chriftian, 1 could net
rationally build any po-
fitive Dottrine upon mere

Reve-
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Revelation , which would
have been judg’d a Foreign
Principle 1n this  Engury.
Only, fince the Perion, I
intentionally addrefs’d my
“Thoughts to, under the
Name of Eleutherius , was
a good Chriftian, I held
it not impertinent , Now
and then, upon the by,
to intimate fomething to
prevent or remove fome
Scruples, that I thought
he might have, on the
fcore (I {fay not of Natu-
ral Theology, for That is
almoft diwreétly pertinent,
but ) of the GChriftian
Faith. But thefe Paffa-
ges are very few, and but
tranfiently touch’d upon.
Since
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Sincé the Reader will
be told by and by both
That, and Why the Pa-
pers , that mahe up the
following Treatife , were
not written in one con-
tinued Series of Times, but
many Years were inter-
pos’d between the Writing
of fome of Them, and that
of Thofe which precede
and follow Them : 1 hope
it will be thought but a
venial Fault, 1f the Con-
texture of the whole Dif-
courfe do mnot appear '{o
Uniform, norall the Con-
nettions of its Parts {o apt
and clofe, as, if no Papers -
had been loft and fup 1 ’ds
might reafonably be 100L’d

tor. I
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I expeét the Novelty of
divers of the Sentiments
and Reafonings,proposd in
the following Difcourfe,
will be {urprifing, and en-
cline Many to look upon
the Author as a bold Man,
and much addicted to Pa-
radoxes. = But, having for-
merly, ina diftin& Eflay,
deliver’d my Thoughts a-
bout Paradoxes in general,
I fhall not now ingage in
that Subject, but confine .
my felf to what concerns
the enfuing Paper. I fay
then, in fhort, That 1n an
Opinion, I look upon its
being New or Antient, and
its being Singular or common-
ly-Receivd, as Things that

are
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are but Extrinfical toits be-
ing true or falfe. And, as I
would never reje& a Truth,
for being generaly Known
or Receiv’d, {o will I not
conclude an Opinion to
be a Truth, merely becaufe
great Numbers have thought
it to be 1o ; nor think an
Opinion Erroneousy becaufe

Lo 2-974°t1s not yet Known to Ma-

L

ny, or becaufe it oppodfes a
Tenent embrac’d by Ma-
ny. For ITam went to judge
of Opinions, as of Coins :
I confider much lefs in any
One, that I am to Receive,
whofe Infcription. it bears,
than what Metal ’tis made
of. "I'1s indifferent enough
to me ; whether ’twas

Stamp’d
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Stamp’d many Years or A~
ges fince, or came but Ye-
{terday from the Mint.
Nor do I regard through
how many , or -how few,
Hands it has pafs’d for Cur-
rent, provided .Iknow by
the Touch-ftone, or any
{ure Tryal,purpolely made,
whether or no 1t be genu-
ine, and does or does not
deferve to have been Gur-
rant. For, if upon due
proof it appears to beGood,
its having been long and
by Many receiv’d for fuch,
will not tempt me to refufe
It. But, if I find 1t, Coun-
terfeit, neither the Princes
Image or Infcription, nor
its Date (how Antient {o-
ever, )
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ever, ) nor the Multitude
of Hands, through which
it has pafs’d unfufpeéted,
will engage me to receive
It.  And one disfavouring
tryal,well made,will much
more dilcredit It with me,
than all" thofe {pecious
Things, T have nam’d, can
recommend It.

By this Declaration of
my Sentiments about Pa-
radozes in General, 1 hope
it will be thought,that the
Motive T had to Queftion
that Notion of Nature, which
I diffent from,was not, that
this Notion is Vulgarly Re-
ceiv’d. And 1 have this to
fay, to make.it probable,
That T was not ingag'd in

this
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this Controverfie, by any
Ambitioh of appearing in
Printan He?’mrch in Phi-
lofophy, by being the Au-
thor of a {trange Doétrine,
that the following Di-
{courfe was written about
the Year 1666.(that is,fome
Luftres ago, ) -and that not
long after, the Youth, to
whom I dictated it, having
been inveigled to fteal a-
way,unknown to me or his
Parents , into the Indies ,
(whence we never heard of
him {ince, ) left the loofe
Sheets, wherein ( and not
in a Book)my thoughts had
been committed to Paper,
very incoherent, by the O-
miflion of divers neceﬁ'ary
Paflages.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































