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Ripley Wevivd:

OR, AN

EXPOSITION

UPON
Sir George Ripley's -
Hermetico-Poetical

WORKS

Containing the plaineft and molft
excellent Dilcoveries of the moft hid-
den Secrets of the "Ancient Philolo-
phers, that were ever yet Publifhed.

Written by
EIRENZVDS PHILALETHES
an Luglifbman, filing himf(elf

Citizen of the World.
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. THE -

+ Author's Preface
T.O HIS

EXPOSITIONS

UPON
Sit GEORGE R1PLET"
Compound of Alchymy, 8, i

R His . Canon of Brid-
-;;,,;' lmgta:: flourifhed in

WS Bk the Fourth, King of
AN England, to whom

he wrote an Epiftle,

as in the beginning of this Book ap-
peareth : a true Artift he was; as
every one wha hath attained ‘the
knowledge in this Maltery can te-
ftifie. He wrotejamong other Wri-
tings, thefe Twelwe Gates of Alchy.
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The Author’s Preface.

my, which with the Preface, Recapi-
tulation, Erroneons Experiments by
him warned of | his Epiffle to the
King , Vifion, and Wheel, 1 (hall
unfold.

For his Experience herein he was
eminent, yea his Writings indeed
are, 1n my opinion, for the fulnefs
of them, and eminent deflcriptions
of things, to be preferred before
any that'T have read or feen, yet I
have feen many. .

I would detradt from no candid
well-deferving Author, but would
ingenuoufly give them their due;
yet Ripley to me feems to carry the
Garland. |

For mine own part, T have caufe
to honour Bernard Trewifan | who
is very ingenious, as in aH his
Writings, {o elpecially in that Epi-

ftle of his to Thomas of Bonenia, in
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The Author's Prefacéf

which let me ferioufly profefs, I
receiv'd the main Light in this
hidden Secret. I fhall not name
the place, but read the Epiftle, and
read it again and again, for in 1t
is moft excellent truth, and Naked
truth.

Next to him, or rather before
him in fome refpedls, is an Author
whom I will not name; yet truly all

_Chymical Whriters are therein to

be preferred by any man, by how
far he gets good by them : one
commends Raymond Lully before
all, yet I remember not that ever I
got good by reading of him : fome

in good {ooth, who are not Pro-

~feflors of this Secret, write more

edifyingly to the informing of a
Tyro, then thofe whom skill hath
made  crafty , efpecially in fuch
places where they intend notbing

! , lefs




The Author's Preface.

lels then to ‘difcover fuch Secrets s
I learned ‘the Secret of ‘the Philo.
tophers Magnes, from one 3 of their
Magical Chalybs, from another; the
uleof Dzana’s Doves, from a third 3
the Air, or rather the Camelion of
the Philofophers, from another
the grofs Preparation of their Men-
frrunwm, 10 another ; the number of

Eagles, in another : but for operas

tion on the true Matter, and figns

of the true Mercury | I know none

like Ripley, though Flammel be
eminent. I know whar I fay , as
knowing experimentally the truch,
and what is errour.

For mine own part, I have had
ex perience of mileading Sophifti-
cal Writers, and have made many
toylfom laborious Experiments

though but young 5 and therefore

having at length, through the un-
4 ‘ deferved

d
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The Author’s Preface.

deferved mercy of God, arrived
at my- Haven of Reft, I fhall

~ firecch oucany band to fuch as are
behind.

I have wrote {everal Treatifes,
fome in Englifb, but efpemally
in Latine 5 one Englifb Treatile
touching the Stone., very plainly
written, but not perfe&ed, unfor=
tunately {lipt out of my hand, and
perhaps may come abroad into the
World ; it 1t do, I (hould be forry.
Two Latine Tra&ates,, one intitu-
led, Brewis manuduttio ad Rubi-
num CeeleStem, another, Fons Chy~
mice Philofophie, 1 wrote, which
for efpecial Reafons to me known
I refolve to f{upprefs. Two other
Latine Treatifes, the one intituled,
Ars Metallorum Vietamorphofeas, the
other , Introitus apertws ad occlu-
fum Regis Palatium, 1 lately wrote,

which




The Author’s Preface.

which perhaps thou mayft enjoy.
Two Englifb Poems I wrote, de-
claring the whole Se@ret, which
are loft. Alfo an Eunchiridion of
Experiments, together with a Di-
urnal of Meditations, in which
were many Phlln['uph:cal Receipts
declaring the whole Secret, with
an Anigma annexed 3 whlch allo
fell into fuch hands, who I con-
ceive will never reftore it. This
laft was written in Englifb , with
many other which I wrote for mine
own recreation, and afterwards
burned.

But now at length ftudying how
to profit the Sons of Art to my

atmoft, I have rather refolved to

unfold Ripley’s Knots, and fo thou
mayft have two Witnefles in one ;
for by the unfolding of him thou
fhalt both fee the depth of the

: Man,
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The Author’s Preface.

Man, and difcern that both he and
Y were truly, and notSophiftically,
intrufted with this Divine Science
and Art ; 1n which it is not notio-
nal, as many men conceive the Art
to be, but real Experiments of Na.
ture , taught me by the only God
and Mafter.of Nature, that was my
Guide ; having {een and made the
Secret Water of the Philoflophers,
and known the ufe of it by ocular
experience, to the effeCting of the
admirable Elixir. Thefe Writings
perufe, for they are not Fancies,
and {o with the help of the moft
High, thou (halt attain chy wifh.

AN
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- .Advertifement. -

He Compound of qufvjm_'y which

[feenss to ke moft made ufe of in this

= Book for Qnotations, agrees for the
moft part with the Edition j#b!x_‘[&ed by

Ralph Rabbards, a#d Printed 2t London

1591. 7 4°. in which Fdition the Englifh
75 not [o old asis that Copy which was pub-

IJﬁEd J?_f Elias Afh- a In his moft excellentand

mole F _,@'5 a o Ter I laborious Colle&ion of our
BH#IE’{)' condeive that Ancient Englifb Hermetick

i : Authors, called Thestram
*JBII Equﬁmr Eldfl.’) Chymicum.__ Britannicum
i : & Printed at Lowden 1652.
in' 40. with his lcarned and ingenious Obfervations apon the
fame.” And I heartily wifh that the learned Philofophers of
our Age, could prevail with him o publifh his fecond Vo-
hime of that Colle&tion; which he had almoft finifhed near
twenty years fince, (as Ihad it from his own'mouth) and
hath lain afleep ever fince, and likely.fo to lie; for to the
perfedting thereof he is how unwilling fo be brought, unlefs
fome worthy Friend of his can be wrought upon to prevail
with him; before the {léep'of death feizes him, and leaves
thole rare pieces of Antiquity to be inevitably left, to the
prejudice of all Philofophers, and great dithonour of the
Evgliyf Nationy : : .
i thought
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2hought fit to clear the fence of the old
Englith Verfe, by the change of fome few
words, more fignificant to the prefent ﬁ‘eemﬁ
and yet doubtlefs wot - differing: frem the
mmd of T the { dluthor ; :, ubmﬁ

words , I durst not prefime to d.f!er but
that 1 ﬂwgbt rather in juitice to the Anthor
tolet thems: pafs 5 dﬁt{ for this reafon like-
wife, that wﬁaﬁ{ﬁﬂer Jhall defire to fee the
difference, may eafily. compare all three toge-
they, 5&&:‘&1{[’3 they are all pnbf;ﬂmd in Print s
and in performing this [fervice, I hope I
have done my duty faithfully, and wronged
70 body. ”:E@mr vrake bold to acqhaint
the Reader, that in the Expofition upon
Jir G. Rip ]E 's Preface, in the Learned
Sophies Feaﬁ pag. 53. line 50 I find this
word [grmteﬁ | which from what follows
line A 1. (Lbumbly conceive with fub-
wi(fion ) (hoild be [ meanelX)] as szay nzore
manifestly appedr from the fame Author, in
his Secrets Reveal'd, pag. 62,763, dndin
§ir G.Ripley’s 5th. Gz?.’h‘:‘, Fhwﬂ 40. line 6.
But becanfe I found it [ greateft price’] ir
iwo Copies, Itherefore left it fo, and by this
Advertifement [ubmit it to the Readers
jﬁdﬂr:wmt I have likewife ﬁfﬁmf that in

the
{

‘change of
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i
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the Expofision upon Sir G. Ripley's Epia

- file to King Edward the 4th. pag. 0. line 2.
Jor Mercury, fome Copies read Antimony,
which is likewife left to the Readers (cru-
biny, by

W.C. B,

THE
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¢. The Author’s Preface. 1 fheet, Signat. i
2. An Expofition upnr% 3 fheets and a half,

the Epifile to K. Edw. Signat.A.B.D.Es
3. — upon the Preface. 6 (heets.
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EPIST_LE

13 ot
King E d?bm*d the Fou cth;
UN FOLDE D i

‘ Hlb hptﬂ:lt asit'was' im-
ey, o mediatelywritten toa
%X A\ King, whorwas i his
WO Generation; both wife

o} §asavy and valianit; foit doth

e e comprize . the: whole

2 ™ f{ecret, both learnedly

defcribed, - and yer artiﬁr:ia]] vailed.

Yer as the Auchor reftifieth, tlut i this

Epiftle he dothplainly nntie the main

knot s Sol canj and do teftifie with him,.

that there s nk::thing defirable for the
| A2 y true




i g —

- - K "
e . s

p) An Expofstion upon

true attaining of this Myftery, both in

. the Theory and Pra&ick of it, whichis’

not in this fhort Epiftle fully taught.
This then I intend as a Key to all my
former writings, and aflure you on my
faithful word, that I fhall not {peak oné
word doubtfully or Myftically, as I have
in all my other writings, feenting to aver
{fome thinigs, which taken without a Fi-
gure, are utterly fal(e, which we did only
to conceal thisArt. ThisKey therefore we
mtend not to make common ; and fhall
intreat you to keep it {ecret to your (elf,
and not to conimunicate it, except it be
to a {ure friend, who you are confident
will not makeé it publick ': “And this ré-
quelt we make upon very good grounds,
knowing that all our writings together,
are nothing to this, by reafon of the
contradictions, which we have woven
into them , which here is not done in
the leaft meafure. I fhall therefore in this
Epiftle take up a new Methed, and that
different from the former, and f(hall firft
draw up the fubftance of the Philofophy
couched in this Epiftle, into feveral con-
clulions, and aft¢r elucidate the fame.

& The

the
g
till
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Sir G. Ripley’s Epiftle. 3

The firft Conclufion is drawn from
the Ninth Stave of this Epiftle, the
eight firft Staves being only complemen-
tall; and that is, That as all things are
multiplied in their kind, (0 may be Me-
talls, which have in themfelves a capa-
-city of being tranfmuted, the imperfect
into. perfect.

The fecond Conclufion in the Tenth
Stave is, That the main ground for the
poflibility of tranfmutation, is the pol=
fibility of reduction of all Metalls, and
{iich Minerals as are of metallick prin-
ciples, into their firft Mercurial matter.

The third Conclufion is in the Ele-
venth Stave,that among fo manyMetaline
and Mineral Sulphurs, and fo many Mer-
curies there are but two Sulphurs that
are related to our work, which Su/-
phurs have their Mercuries cllentially u-
nited to them.

The fourth Conclufion from the fame
Stave is, That he who underftands thefe
twoSulphurs & Mercuries aright,fhal find
that the one is the molft pure red Sulphur
of Gold, which is Sulphur in manifefto,
and Mercurius in occulto, and that other

A 3 B
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8/ duBxpofiliort upon
is molt'pure-white Mercury, which is in-
déed true Quicksilver in manifefto, and
Sulphur in occulto, thefe are our two
Principles. |

The fifth Conclufion from the Twelfth
Stave is ;  That 1t a mans Principles be
true, and his Operations regular , his
- Event will be certain, which Event is
no other then the true Myltery.

Thefe Conclufions are but few in num-
ber, but of great weight or concern-
ment; the Amplification, llluftration and
Elucidation therefore of them, will make
a fon of Art truly glad.

STAVE IX.




-
-

8#G, Ripley’s Epiftle. &
ST AV E TX. In the Edition 1591: bur
in E(qy Afbmole’s Theatrum it is Stave 8.

But notwithftanding for peril that may
befall, -~

If I dare not bere plairly the knot unbind,

et inn my writing I willnot be formyfticall,

But that by ftudy the true Knowledge yon
may ﬁﬂd '

How that each thing is multiplyed in its
kind,

And bow the likene[s of Bodies Metalline
be tranfmutable,

I will declave, thatif yon feel me in your
wind,

My writing you fhall find true, and no fai-
ned Fable. |

Or the Firft; Forafmuch as it is not
for our purpofe here to invite any

to the Art, only intending to lead and
guide the {ors of Art; We fhall not
prove the poffibility of Alchymy, by ma-
ny Arguments, having done it abun-
dantly in another Treati(e, He then that
will be incredulous, let him be ineredu-
A 4 lous 3

i




6. / An Exp“aﬁﬁaiz npon.. '
lﬂ?ﬂsa he that will cavil, let him cavil s
>4t he whafe mind is perfwaded of the
truth of this Art, . and of its Dignity, let
him attend to what is in the Ilultration
qﬁ_.;he{?; Five «Conclufions * difcovered ,
and his heart fhall cértainly rejoyce. We
fhall-therefore briefly Hlluftrate this 1 -
Conclufion, and infift there more largely,
where the (ecrets of the Art’ are moft
couched. '

. For'this firflt, . which concludes in ef-
fect the truth of the Art, and its validitys
he that would therein be more fatisfied
i it, let him read the Zestimony of the
Lhilofophers ¢+ And he that will not be-
lieve the Teftimony of (o many men, be-
g molt of them men of renown in their
owh times, he will cavil al(o again(t all
other Arguments.

We fhall only hold to Ripley's Tefti-
mony 1 this our Key, who in the Fourth
Stave, affures the King that at Lovain he
firlt {aw the greateflt and moft perfedt fe-
crets, namely, the two Flixirs; and in his
following Ver(cs , craved his confident
credit, that he him(elf hach truly found
the way ofl fecret Alchymy, and ch}mtl;
- et

LS
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§ir G. Ripley’s Epiftle. ' v

' feth the difcovery of it to the King, only

upon condition of fecrecy.
~And in the Eighth Stave, though he

- protefts never to write it by Pen, yet

proffers the King at his plealure, to fhew
him occularly the Red andWhite £lixiv,
and the working of them, which he pro-
mifeth will be done for eafie cofts in time
Sa then, he that will donbt the truth of
this Art, muft account this Famous Au-
thor for a moft fimple mad Sophilter, to
write and offer fuch things to his Prince,
tinle(s he were able in effect to do what

" he promifed 5 from which mputation,
1. his Writings, and alfo the Hiltory of him,
of his Fame, Gravity, and Worth, wili

fufficiently clear him.

STAV E X.




An Expofition upon

ST AVE X, fier

et

2 As the Philofopher in the Book of Meteors | uri

‘ doth write, ' _ 1 (C
i Tke likenefs of Bodies Metalline be not whic
IH : tranimutable, e
E‘ But after he added tbﬁﬁ words ﬂf more de< A,
light, | T

Withont they be veduced totheir beginning i3

materiable, s

1t W kerefore Juch Bodies which in Nature be &
| liguiable, | i
il Mineral & Metalline neay be Mercurizate, M
i Conceive you may this Science is not opi- &
| nionable, dun
But very true , by Raymond axd others m

determzinate. | ”

WE come to the fecond Conclufions | (i

the (ubftance of which is, #hat 2lI | W

Metalls, and Fodies of Metalline Princis il

ples, may be reduced to their Jirft Mercu- M

12 rial Matters And this 1s the main and Siy
i chief ground for the poffibility of Tran(~ | n;
| mutation.  On this we muft in(i(t largly |
and fully; for (truft me) thisis the very 7} i¢
i hinge on which our fecrets hang. ‘

Firf,

L
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3ir G. Ripley’s Epiftle. ¢
Firft, Then know that all Metalls, and
feveral Minerals have Mercury for their
next matter, to which (for the moft part,
nay indeed always) there adheres, and
is Con-coagulated an external Sulphur,
which is not Metalline, but diftinguith-
able from the internal Kernel of the Mes-
cury-
- This' Sulphur 1s not wanting even in
common Argent Vive, by the Mediation
of which, it may be precipitated into
the form of a drie Powder : Yea, and
by a Liquot well known to us, (though
nothing helping the Art of Tran{muta-
tion) 1t may be fo fixed, that it may en-
dure all Fires, the Telt and Coppel, and
this without the addition of any thing
to it, but the Liquor (by virtue where-
of it 1s fixed) coming away intire, both
in its Pordys and Virtue. This Sulphur
in Gold and Silver is pure, in the other
Metalls lefs pure 5 Therefore in Gold agd
Silver it is fixed, in others it is fugitive;

“in all the Metalls it js coagulated, n

Mercury ox Argent Vive, it is coagulable,
in Gold, Silver and Mercury 5 this Sulphur
1s {o ftrongly united, that the Antients did

CVET
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vo - An Expofition upon
ever judge Sz/phur and Mercury, to be all
one; but we by the help of a Liquor, the
Invention of which in thefé parts of the
world we owe to Paracelfys, (though
among the Moors and Arabians, it hath
been, andis (at this day) commonly
known to the acuter fort of Chymifts.)
By thisI fay, we know that the “Swis
pbrr which 1sin Mercury coaguiable, and
m the Metals coagulated, is external to
the Internal nature of Mercury, and may
may be {eparated in the form of a tinéted
Metallick Oyl, the remaining Mercury be-
ing then void of all Sulphur, fave that
which may be called its Inward or Cen-
tral Sulphur,and is now incoagulable of it
{elf, (though by our Flixiritisto be co-
agulated) but of it felf, it can neither
be fixt nor precipitated,nor fublimed, but
remains un-altered in all corrofive wa-
ters, and in all digeftions of heat, One
way then of Mercury Azating all Metals
and Minerals,1s by the Liquor 4 lohakeft,

which out of all fuch Bodies as have Mey-

ciry in their Conftitution, can feparate a
-i‘unnil‘lg ﬁrgwt Vive, from which ﬁrgﬂrt'
wive all its Sulpbur is then feparated, fave

-that
L
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Sir G, Ripley’s Epiftle. 11
that only which' is Internal and Ceéntral

to the Mercury, which Internal Sulphur of
Mercury no corrofive can touch : Next to

 this way of univerfalR eduction,there are

al(o fome other particular ways by which
Saturn, Tupiter, Antimony,yea evenVenus
and Mars may be reduced into a running
Quick-filver, by the help of Salts, which
becaufe (being corporeal) they piefce
not {o radically as the fore-named Liquon
doth 3 they. thérefore do not {poil the
Mercury of its Sulphur, but that as much
Sulpbur as there in is Common Mercury3

fo much al(o there in is this Mereury of |
the Bodies, DI}T_Y this Merrnrj hath {pe= -

cificated qualities according to the na-
ture of the Metal or Mineral, fromwhich
it was extratted; and for that reafony
i{as'to our work which isto ‘diffolve per=
fe& Species of Metals,) it hath nomore
virtue then'common Argent Vive. There
is than but ‘ene only humidity, which i3
applicable unto 'our Work , which: cer+
tainly is neither of Saturn nor Venus; 0ok
'#s drawn from any thing, which nature
‘hath formed, but from a fubftance cori*
pounded by the Art of the Philofophet.
| So




12 An Expoﬁtfwf upon

So then, if 2 Mercary drawn from the
Bodies; have riot only the (ame deficiens
cy of heat and (uperfluity of feces as

Common Mercury hath, but alo a diftin&
fpecificated form, it muft (by reafon of
this its form) be {o much the farther re-
mote from our Mercury, then common
Argent Vive is, A

- Qur Art therefore is to compound two
Principles; (one in which the S4/#, and
another in which the Sulphur of Nature
dothabound,) which are not yet perfed,
Bor yet totally imperfect, and ( by con-
fequence ) may therefore (by our Art)

be changed or exalted, which that (which
1s totally perfet) cannot bes and then by
Common Mercury to extra& not the Pos-
dws, but the Ceeleftial virtue out of the
compound; which virtue (being Fermen-~
tal) begetsinthe common Mercury ant Off=
fpring more noble then it &Ifwhich is onr
true Hernzaphrodire, which will congeal it
{elf; and difi5lve the Bodies: Obférve but.
a gramof Corn,in which,(carcea diftern-
able part is Sprout, and this Sprout, if if
were out of the Grain, would diein a mo-
ment 3 the whole grain is fown, yet the |
| {prout
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Sir G/ Ripley’s Epiftle. 13
Sprout only produceth the Herb : So is it
inout Body,the Fermental Spirit that 1sin
it, 15 fcarce a third part of the whole, the
reft is of no value, yet all isjoyned, (in
the compofition,) and the fieculent corpo-
reows parts of the Body comes away with
the: dregs of the Asereury. But beyond the
example or fimilitude given of a grain of
Corn; it may-be obferved that the hid-
den’and {pirituali virtue of this our Body,
doth purgeand purifie its Matrix of wa-
ter, n which'its (Own; that is, it makes it
ealt forth a grearquanticyof filthy earth,
and:1a great' dealiof Hydropical Saline
moifture. For inftance, ‘make thy wath-
mngs (fora wyal)y with pure and clean
Fountain warers weigh firft 2 Pint of the
fame water ' and rake the/exat weight
of it then wally thy compdund & or 1o
Eagles (or times,) fave all the feces,weigh
thylBody and Mevciiry exaltly ; weigh
thy ifeces beifig very dry, thén Diftil or
Sublime all that will'Sublime, avery little
quick Mereury will afcend,  then put the
refidue of the feces in a Crucible,  fet
themonrthe Coalsjand all the feculency
of.the Mercury will burn like a Coal, yet

2 without




14 An Expofition apon

without fume 5 when that 1s all confus;
med , wei%h the remaining feces; and
thou fhalt find them to be two thirds of
thy Body, the other third being in the
Mercury 5 weigh the Mereury which thonr
Sublimeft, and the Mercury prepared by
it felf. and the weight of both will not
recompence thy Mercuries weight by fars
So then, hoylup thy water to a sKin, 1
which thou madeft thy Lotions, for that
1s athick water 5 and ina cool place thou
fhalc have Cryftals; which is the Salt of
Mercury Crude ; and no way fit for Me<
diciness Yetit 1s a content for the Artifts
to fee how the Heterogeneities of Mer-
cury are difcovered ;. which no Art fave
the Liquot of Alchabeft can do; and that
in a deftructive; not a generative wayras
thisisy for this operation of ours is made
hetw een Male and Female ; within their
own kind, between which there'is d Fer-
ment which ¢ffeteth that which no other
thing in the world coullddo: ; Imall truth
I tell you , that if you fhould take’our
imperfeé compound Body,: per fe; and
Merciry per Je, and Ferment them: aloné,

though you might bring out of the one:
¥ a
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Sir G. Ripley’s Epiftle, | 15

“amoft pure Sulphur, and out of the other
- Mercury of Mercury, which is the Nut of
 Mercury , yet with thefe thou couldeft

effet nothing, for Fermental virtue is the
wonder of the world, and itis by it, that
water becomes Herbs, Trees, and Plants,
Fruits, Flefh, Blood, Stones, Minerals, and
every thing 5 feek then for it only, and
rejoyce in it, as in a defervedly invalu-
able treafure : Now know, that Fermen-
tation works or ferments not out of kind;

neither do Salts Ferment Metals. Wilt

thou then know whence it is that fome
fixt Alcalies do extract a Mercury out of
Minerals; and out of the more imperfect
Metals? Confider then, that in all thelg
Bodies theSu/phur is not (o radically mixt
and united ; as it is in Silver and Gold.
Now Sulphur 1s of kin to divers Alcalies,
that are extraordinarily diflolved or mel-
ted with it, and by this means the Aler-
eurial parts are disjoyned, and the Ar-
gent vive 1s by fire feparated. The Mercury
thus {eparated, is {poiled of its Sulphur
when as indeed there needs, oris requis
red only a depuration of the Sulphur by
feparating the impure from the pures

bus




16 . An Expofition upon
but thefe Salts having feparated the Swul-

phur , do leave the Mercury worfe 5 that -

15, more eltranged from a Metallick na-
ture than it was before; for in its Coms-
pofition that Sulphur of Saturn will not

" burn, but though it be Sublimed, Calci-

nated, made Sugar or Vitrified, yet by
Fire and Fluxes 1t {till returns to the fame
it was in before; but its Sulphur being
(as is aforefaid,) feparated, will take fire
if joyned with Salt-peter, even as com-
mon Sulphur doth, f{o that the Salts a& on
the Sulpbur of which they rob the Mer-
cury, but on the Mercury they act not for
want of Ferment, which 1s not to be
found , but only amongft Homogeneal
things. Therefore the Ferment of Bread
Leavens not a Stone, nor doth the Fer-
ment of any Animal or Vegetable, Fer-
ment a Metal or Mineral. So then,though
out of Gold thou mightelt obtain a Mer-
cury by the help of the Liquor of the
firlt £us of Salt, yet that Mercury would
never accomplifh our work : whereas on
the other fide Mercury made out of Gold
by our Mercury, though there be three
parts of our Mercury to one of Gﬂlﬂ -
This
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Sir G. Ripley’s Epiftle: 19
This Mercury 1 {ay, will (by continual
digeftion) accomplifh the whole work 3
marvel not then, thatour Mercury 1s more
powerful, which is prepared by Mercury:
For certainly the Ferment, which cometh
between the compound Body and the
water, caufeth a death and a regenera-
tion4 it doth that, which nothing in the
world cando: Befides it {evers from Mer-
enry a terreftreity which burns like a coaly
and an Hydropical humour melting in
common water; but the refidue is acua-
ted by a Spirit of Life, which is our true
embryonated S#lphur of our water, not
vifible, yet working vifibly. We con-
¢lude then, that all operations for our
Merenry, but by common Mercury, and
our Body according to our Art, are erro-
neous, and will never produce our Myfte-
rie; although they be otherwile, Mercu~
ries never {o wonderfully made. For as
the Author of the New light; faith, No
Water in any Ifland of the P hilofophers was
wholfom, but that which was drawn out of
the reigns of Sol and Luna. Wilt thou
know what that means; Mercury in its
pondys and incombuftibility is Gold fugi-

B2 , fives




13 "An Expofition upon

tive, our Body in its purity is called the
Philofophers Luna, being far more pure
than the imperfect Metals, and its Sulphur
alfo as pure astheSulphur of Sol,not that it
18 indeed Z #na.for it abides not in the fire.
Now in the compofition of thefe three s
Firft, our common Mercury, and the two
Principles of our compound there inter-
cedes the Ferment of Luna, outof which

though it be a Body, proceeds yet a fpe-
cificated odour : yea, and oft the Pon- |

)

aws of it 1s diminifhed : If the Compound
be much walht, after it is fufficiently
clean. $o then, the Ferment of So/ and
Luna intercedes in our’ compofition,
which Ferment begets an off-{pring more
noble then it felf a thoufand fold; where-
as (hould(t thou work on our compound

body by a violent way of Salts, thou

fhouldft have the Mercury , by far lefs
noble then the Body, the Su/pfur of the
Body being feparated, and not exalted

by fuch a progrefs.

STAVE XL

:TI

Tk
[:J‘ |
i

Ik
lit

| |I"i‘

-||I

| ¥

[

i W
| K




Sir G. Ripley’s Epiftle. ‘19
STAV E XI.

I the [aid Book. the Philofopher [peaketh
alfo, _

| T herein ifit pffmﬁ Your Highnefs for to vead,

Of divers Sulphurs, and efpecially of two,
And of two Mexcuries joyned to them in-
deed, |
Whereby ke doth true underftanders lead,
To the knowledge of the Principles which be
 only true, '
Both Red, Moift, Pures and White, as 1
. have efpied, |
Which be neverthelefs found but of wvery
few. |

TE now come to the Third Conclufi-
YV on, which is, thatamong all Metal-
line and Mineral Su/phurs there are only
Two that belong to our'Work ; which
Two have.their Mercuries eflentially uni-
ted with them : This 1s the truth of our
fecrets, though we . (to feduce the un-
wary) do feemto aver the contrarys for
do not think that (‘becanle we do infinu-

ate two ways, therefore ) wereally mean:

B3 _as




20 An Extoftian uporn

as we fay, for verily (“as witnefleth R:p
ley,) There is no true Principle but one,
nor have we but one matter, nor but one
way of working upon that matter, nor
but one regimen of heat, and one linear |
way of proceeding. ‘
Thefe two Sulpburs as they are Prins
ciples of our Work , they ought to be
Homogeneal, for it is only Gold Spiritual
that we feek 5 Firft White, then Red,
which Gold is no other then that which
the yulgar fee, but they know not the
hidden Spirit that is in it. This Principle
wants nothing but compofition, and this
compofition muft be made with our other
crude white Sulphur, which is nothing
but Mercuryvulgar, by frequent cohoba-
tion of it upon our Hermaphroditical bo-
dy, fo long till it become a fiery water.
Know therefore, that Mercury hath
in itfelf a Sulpbur, which being un-a&ive,
our Art 15 to.multiply in it a living altive
Sulpbur, which comes out of theloins of
our Hermaphroditieal body, whofe Fa-
ther is a Metal, and his Mother a Mine-
ral 5 Take then the moft beloved Daugh-
ter of Setura, whofe Arms are a Circle Ar-
' gent,
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gent , and onit a Sable Crofs on a Black
Field , which. is the fignal note of the
great world, efpoufe her to the moft war-

. like God, who dwells in the houfe of 4~

1

ries, and thou fhalt find the Salt of Na-
ture, with this Salt acuate thy water, as
thou beft knoweft, and thou thalt have
the Lunary bath in which, the Sun will
be amended.

And in:all cruth I affure thee, that al-
though thou hadft our Body Mercuriali-
zed (without the addition of Mercury,
or of the Mercury of any of the Metals)
made per fe, thatis, without the addition
of Mercury, it would not be in the leaft
profitable unto thee, for it is our Mercury
only , which hath a Celeftial form and
power, which it receives, not only, nor
(o much from the Compound Body or
Principles, as from the Fermental virtue

which proceeds from the compofition of

both theBody and the Mercury, by which
is produced a wonderful €reature : So
then let all thy care be to marry Sulphur
with Sulphur, that is our Mercury which
is impregnated , which Sulphur muft be
efpoufed with our So/, then haft thou two

B4 Sulpburs




32 An Expaﬁtior} upon
Sulphurs matried, and two Mercuries of
one off-{pring, whofe Father is the Sun,
and Moon the Mother. |

The Fourth Conclufion makes all per+
fectly plain which hath been faid befores
namely, that thefe two Sulphurs are, the
one moft pure Red Sulphur of Gold , and
the other of moft pure clean White Mer-
CHry.

. Thele are our two Sulpburs:s the one
appears a coagulated Body, & yet carries
1ts Mercury in its belly : the other is in
all its proportions true Mercury, yet very
clean, and carries its Sulphur within its
{elt, though hidden under the form and
fluxibility of Mercury.

Sophilters are' (here) ina Labyrinthy
for becaule they-are not acquainted with:
Metalline love, they work in things al-
together heterogeneal; s or if they work
upon Metalline Bodies, they yet either
joyn Males with Males, or elfe Females
with Females, or elfe they work on each
alone ; or elfe they take Males which are
charged with natural inabilities, and Fe-
males whole Matrix is vitiated. Thus by
their own inconfideration they fruftrate
their

Mit
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Sir G. Ripley’s Epiﬂfe. 273
their own hopes, and then caft the blame
apon the Art, when as indeed it 1s only
to be imputed to their own folly, in not
underftanding the Philofophers.
1 know many pitiful Sophifters do dote
on many Stones, Vegetable, Animal, and
Mineral; and fome to thofe add the fiery
Angelical, Paradaical Stone, which they
call a Wonder-working Eflence; and
becaufe the mark they aimat is {o great,
¢he ways alfo by which they would attain
their (cope, they make alfo agreeable,
that is a double way ; One way they call
Via Humida, the other they call Via Sic-
¢a; (toufe their languages ) The latter:
way is the Labyrinthianpath, which is
fit only for the great ones of the earth to
tread in3 the other the Dedalean Path,
an eafie way of {mall coft for the poor of
the world to enterprize.

But thisI know, and can teltifie, that
there is but one way, and but only one
Regirzen , no more colours than ours
and what we fay or write otherwile, 1s
but to deceive the unwary : For if every
thing in the world ought to have its pro-

per caufes, ‘there cannot be any one end
. which
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which is produced from two Wayes of

working on diftinct Principles.
Therefore we proteft, and muft again
admonifh the Reader, that (in our for-
mer writings) we have concealed much,
by reafon of the two ways we have infi-
nuated, which we will briefly touch ;
There 1s one Work of ours, which is the
Play of Children, and the Work of Women,
and that is Decoction by the Fire; and
we proteft that the lJoweft degree of this
our work, that the matter be ftirred up,
and may hourly circulate without fear;
of breaking of the Vefiel, which for this
reafon ought to be very firong 5 butoun
lineal Decoction 1s an Internal Work
which advances every day & hour, and
1s diftint from that of outward heat, and
therefore is both invifible and infenfible,
In this our work, our Dianais our body
when it 1s mixed with the water,for then
all 1s called the Moon s for Latsn is whi-
tened, and the Woman bears rule : our
Diana hath a wood, for in the firft days
of the Stone, our Body after it is whiten-
ed grows vegetably. In thigwood are
at the lalt found two Doves; for about

the




Sir G. Ripley’s Epifile. 23
the end of three weeks the Soul of the
Mercury afcends with the Soul of the difs
{olved Gold ; thefe are infolded in the
everlafting Arms of Venus, forin this {ea-
fon the confetions are all tintted with a
pure green colour; Thefe Doves are cir=
culated feaven times , for in {eaven i1s
perfection, and they are left dead, for
they then rife and move no more; our
Body is then black like to a Crows Bill,
for in this operation all is turned to Pows=
der, blacker than the blackeft. Such
pafiages as thefe we do oftentimes ufe
when we {peak of the Preparation of our
Mercury 3 and this we do to deceive the
fimple, and it is alfo for no other end
that we confound our operations, fpea-
king of one, when we ought to. fpeak
of another; For if this Art were but
plainly fet down, our operations would
be contemptible even to the foolifh.
Therefore believe me in this, that be-
caufe our works are truly natural, we
therefore do take the liberty to confound
the Philofophers work with that which
is purely Natures work , that fo we
might keep the fimple in ignorance con-
| | cerning,
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cerning our true Vinegre, which being
unknown, their labour is wholly loft.
Let me then (for a clof¢) fay only thus
much; Take our Body which is Gold,
and our Mercury which is feven times
acuated by the marriage of 1t with our
Hermaphroditical body which isa Chaos,

and it ¢ the iplendor of the Soul of the
God asars, in the Earth and water of
Jdt?ﬂ‘h ~ .2-1'_--3;5-' thele tWO I ﬂ}ch 1 ':i'xér'hf{iﬂf

as Nature doth require : in this mixture
you have our invilible Fires, for in the
Water, orin the Mercury is an alive
Sulphur or Mineral Fire, and in the Gold
adead, paflive, but yet actual Sulphur;
Now when that Sulphur of the Gold is
ftured up and quickned, there is made
between the Fire of Nature which is in
the Gold and the Fireagainft Nature
which is in the Mercury, a Fire partly
of the one, and partly of the other, for
it partakes of both 3 and by thefe two
Fires thus united into -one, is cauled
both Corruption (which isHumiliation)
and Generation, (which is Glorification
and Perfection.) Now know that.God
only governs this way of the Internal
' = Fire,
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Sir G.Ripley’s Epifile. 27
Fire, Man being ignorant of the progrefs
thereof, only by his Reafon beholding
its operations, heisable to difcern that
it is hot 5 that is, that it doth perform the
a&ions of heat, which isDecodtion. In
this Fire there is no Sublimation, for Sub-

_ Jimation is an Exaltations But this Fire

is fuch an Exaltation, that it is Perfeti-
on it {elf, and that beyond it 1s no pro-
refs.

All our Work then is only to multiply
thisFire, that is, to circulate the Body,
{o long until the Virtue of the Su/phur
be augmented. Again, thiskire is an in-
vifible Spirit, and therefore not baving
Dimenfions as neither above nor, below,
but every where in the Sphere of the
a&tivity of our Matter in the Vefiel; So
that though the material vifible fubftance
do fublime and afcend by the action of
the Elemental hear, yet this Spiritual
Virtue is always as well in that which
fubfides in the bottom, as inthat which
is in the upper part of the Vefiel.  For
it is as the Soul in the Body of Man,
which is every where at the fame time,

and yet bounded or terminated in none.
This
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This 13 the Ground of one Sophifim of

ours, (viz.) when we fay, that in this
true Philo(ophical Fire there is no Subli-

mation; for theFire is the Life, and the J§ ¥
il Lifeis a Soul, which is not at all fubjet |
W to the dimenfions of Bodies : Hence alfe h"
B 1t is, that the opening of the Glafs, or k
i cooling of the fame during the time of | @

Working, kills the Life or Fire that is in ?
this fecret Sw/phnr, and yet not one Grain ﬁ
of the matter is loft. The Elemental Fire ’
then is thar which any Child knows how !
to kindle and govern, but it is the Phi-
lofopher only that is able to difcern the
true inward Fire, for it is a wonderful
thing which alts in the Body, yet is no
part of the Body. Therefore the Fire is
a Ceeleftial Virtue, it is uniformed ; that
1s, itis always the fame until the period |
of its Operation is come ; and then be-
ing come to perfection, it attsno more,
H for every Agent, when the end of its
i | action i1s come, then refts,
| Remember then, that when we fpeak
L of our Fire which {ublimes not; that thou
i do not miftake, and think that the moi- |
fture of the Compound which is withgn

tac
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Sir G.Ripley’s Epiftle. 29
the Glafs, ought not to Sublime, for that

it muft do unceffantly 5 but the Fire that
{ublimes not is the Metalline love, which

| isabove, and below, and in all places
. alike. Now then for a clofe te all that

hath been (aid, learn, and be well advi-
fed what matter you take in hand, for
an evil Crow lays an evil Egg, as the
Proverb hath it; Let thy Seed be pure,
and thy Matrix alfo pure, then {halt thou
fee a Noble Off-(pring : Let the Fire
without be fuch, as in which our Con-
fe&tions may play to and fro unceflantly,
and this (in a few days) will produce
that which thou moft longeft for, the
Crows Bil. Continue then thy Decodti-
on, and in an hundred and thirty days
thou fhalt {¢e the White Dove , and in
ninety days more the Sparkling Chern-

) bim-

STAV E. XII
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STAVE XIL
And thefe Tiwo things be beft, he addetls

anomy
For binm that worketh the Alchymy o takés
Our Gold and our Silver therewith to make
all one,
Wherefire I fay , who will onr Pearl and
Ruby make, |
The faid ‘Principles look that he not for-
Jake
For at the beginning, if the Principles be
Erue 5 :
And if [0 be by craft be earn them alfotake;
I th'end truly his work_ he fhall not rue,

Hus come we to the laft Conclufion,
which is; that if a Mans Operations

be Regular, and his Principles true, his
end will be certain, ("wiz.) the Maftery,
O Fools and Blind that do not confi-
der how each thing 1n the world hath his
proper Caufe and Progrefs in Operation;
Think you, if a Seaman fhould with a
gallant Coach, intend to Sail to any place
beyond Sea, he would not find his at-
tempt
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Sir G.Ripley’s Epifile. 3t
tempt to be foolith; Or if with a Ship
gallantly furnifhed, he fhould Row at
Random, he may not {ooner ftumble ol
an mfmtunate Rock, then arrive at the:

golden Coalt : Such fools are they who
feek our fecret in trivial'matters, and

yet hope to find the Gold of Ophir.

: .Fﬂr the more ﬂ.:t‘ﬂ& Guiding of your Pra-

(Fice, take notice of h{?Eﬁ‘ wenty Rules
fbb’amﬁ o
Rule T.
Whatever any Sophifter m'ty fuggeft
nnto you, or you may read #i’any So-
phiftical Author; yet let fioné tike you'
f'rorn this ground, (viz.) That as the end
you look for is Gold : 10'let' Gold be
the fubje& on which )Ou w’ul‘k., and
none othér.
Riile 11" 2,
Let none 'deceive you ‘wu:h teng
you, that our Gold-is not comnion, 'but
Philofophical s for commoni Gold is dead
which is true : But as we order it, theré
is'made aqumkemng of it,” 4s'a’ grain of
Corn in the Earth 1s quickened, -7
Vi D Sa
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13 An Expofition upon
~ So thenin our work, after (ix Weeks,
Gold that was dead, becomes quick, li-
ving, and {permatical; and in our com-
polition, it may be called Our Gold, be-
caufe it is joyn'd with an Agent that will
certainly quicken it .: So a Condemned
Man, is called 2 Dead Man, though at
prefent living.

_ Rule 11I.
_ Befides Gold, which is the Body or
Male, you muft have another Sperni,
which:is the Spirit and Soul 5 or Female,
and this.is . Mercury , 1n Flax and Form
like to.common, Argent Vive, yet more
clean and pare.

‘There are many, who inftead of Mes-
cury, will have ftrangeWaters or Liquors;
which they.{tjle by the name of Philo-
fophical Mercurys Be not deccived by
them, for what a Man fows, that he mulkt
look to reap s If thou fhalt {ow thy Bo-
dy in any Earth, but that which is Me-
talline and Homogeneal to it 3 thou {hale
inltead of a Metalline Elixir, redp an
unprofitable Ca/x, which will be of no

value,
Rule IV.
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§ir G. Ripley’s Epiftle. 33
Rule 1V,

Our Mercury is in fubftance one with
common Argent Vive, but far different
inForm3 For it hath a'Form Ceeleftial,
Fiery, and of excellent Virtue'; and this
is the Nature which it receives by our
Artificial Preparation. ' 0

Rule V. _

The whole Secret of our Preparation,
is, that thou take that Mineral which 1s
next of kin to Gold, and to Mercury; Im-
pregnate this with Volatile Gold, which
is found inthe reins of Mars 5 with, this
purifie your. Mercury until eaven tumes
are paft; then it is fitted. for the Kings
Bath. R Ay

Riule VL

Yet know, that from feaven times to
ten, the Mercury is made better and bet-
ter, and is more a&ive; being by each
Preparation acuated by our true Sulphur;
which if it exceed in number of Prepa-
rations, becomes too fiery ; which in-
{tead of diffolving the Body, will Coa~
gulateitfelf, . ° 000 | -_
. D 2 © RuleVIL




34 " An Expﬂﬁtiaﬂ npon

Rule VII.

This Mercury thus acuated, is after to be
diftilled in a Glafs retort twice or thrice;
and that for this. reafon, becaufe fome
Atoms of the Body may be init, which
were mfen(ibly. left in the Preparation
of the Mercury, afterwardsat is to be
cleanfed well withVinegar and Sal-arwso-
wiack, then is it fit for the work.

: Rule VIII. | |
Chufe your Gold for this work pure
and clean from any mixture : ifit be not
(0 when you buy it, make it fo by
Purgation 5 then let it be made fine, ei-
ther by Filing , 'Malleating , ' Calcining
with Corrofives, or any other way, by
which it may be made moft (ubtile:

- RaleIX. |

Now come to your mixture, in which
take of the aforefaid Body {o chofén and
prepared, one Ounce of Mercury, as is
above taught animated, two Ounces or,
three at the moft, mix them in a Marblé
which may be warmed {o hot as water
will heat it; grind both together till they
be well incorporated, then wafh the mix-
ture
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Sir G. Ripley’s Epiftle. 33
ture with Vinegar and Salt till it be very
pures And laltly, Dulcifie 1t with warm
water, and,dry 1t carefully.

Rule X.

Know now, that whatever we fay out
of Envy, our way is none other, and
we proteft, and will proteft, that neither
We, nor any of the Antients knew any
other way 5 for it 1s impoflible that our
{ecret can be wrought by any other Prin-
ciples, or any other difpofition then this.
Our Sophi{m lies only 1n the two kinds
of Fire in our work : the Internal (ecret
Fire, which 1s Gods Inftrument, hath no
qualities perceptible to man, of thatFire
we (peak often, and feem yet to fpeak
of the External heat; and hence arife
among the unwary many Errours. This
is our Fire which 1s graduated, for the
External heat, is almoft linear all the
work, tothe white work, it is one with-
out alteration, fave that in the {eaven
firlk days we keep the heat a little flack
for certainty and fecurity fake, which
an experienced Philofopher need not do.

But the Internal governing heat 1s in-

R 3 fenfibly




56 An Expaﬁtinn upon

fenfibly graduated hourly, and by how
much that is daily vigorated by the con-
tinuance of Decoction, the Colours are
altered, and the Compound maturated :
I have unfolded 'a main knot unto you,
take heed of being infnared here again.

Rule X1

Then you muft proyide a Glafs Tun,
in which you may perfe& your work,
without which you could never do any
thing; Letit be either Oval or Spheri-
cal, fo big in reference to your Com-
pound, that it may hold about twelve
times the quantity of it within its Sphere,
et your Glafs be thick and ftrong, clear,
and free of flaws, with a neck about a
Span or Foot long 5 In this Egg put your
matter, {caling the neck carefully, with-
out flaw, or crack, or hole, for the leaft
vent will let out the fubtile Spirit, and
deftroy the work.

You may know the exa& Sealing of
your Glafs thus, when it is cold, put the
neck where it is fealed, into your mouth,
and fuck ftrongly; if there.be the leaft
vent, you will draw out the Air, that is

n
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in the Vial, ' into your mouth, which
when you take the Glafs from your
mouth, is again fuckt into the Glafs with
a hiffing, (o that your ear may perceive
the noife s this is an undoubted tryal.

Runle XII.

You muft then provide your felf with
a Furnace, by wife men called an Atha-
nor, in which you may accomplifh your
work 5 nor will any one ferve in your
firlt works But fuch a one in which you
may give a heat obfcurely red at your
plealure, or leffer, and that in its higheft
degree of heat, it may endure twelve
hours at the lealt.

This if you would obtain 5 Obferve,
Firft, that your neft be no bigger then
to contain your difh with about an Inch
vacancy at the fide where the Vent-hole
of your A thanor, is for the Fire to play-

Secondly, Let your Difh be no bigger
then to hold one Glafs with about an
inch thicknef3 of Afhes between the Glals
and fide, remembring the word of the
_Philofopher, One Glafs, One Thing, One
Furnace; for fuch a Difh {tanding with
- D4 the
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the bottom level to the vent-hole, which

an fuch a Furnace ought to be but one,

about three Inches Diameter, floping up-

wards, will with the ftream of Flame,

which is always playing to the top of the
Vellel, and round about the bottom, be
kept alwaysin a glowing heat.

Thirdly, If your Difh be bigger, your

Furnace vent muft be within a third part
partg,

or a fourth as big as your Platter is Di-
ameter , elfe it cannot be exactly, nor
continually heated. '

Fourthly, If your Tower be above fix
Inches fquare at the Fire-place, you are
out of proportion, and can never do
rightly as to the point of-heat; For if
you caufe it (if above that proportion)
to {tream with flame, the heat will be too
big : And if it ftream not, it will not
be big enough, or very hardly. |

Fifthly, Let the top of your Furnace
be clofed to an hole which may but juft
ferve for calting in of Coals about three
Inches Diameter or Square, which will
keep down the heat powerfully.

’ i ' Rule XIIIL
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Sir G. Ripley’s Epiftle. 39
Rule X111.

Thefe things thus ordered, fet in your
Glafs with your matter, and give Fire as .
Nature requires, eafie, not too violent;
beginning there where Nature left. Now
know, that Nature hath left your Mate-
rials in the Mineral ngdnm : therefore
though we take comparifon from Vege-
tables and Animals; Yet you muft under-
{tand a Paralle! in the Kingdom, in which
the Subject you would handle 1s placed:
As for Inftance, if I thould Analogize,
between the Generation of a Man, and
the Vegetation of a Vegetable, you mult
not underftand , as though the heat for
one, were to be meafured by the others
for we know, that in the ground Vege-
tables will grow, which is not without
heat, which they in the Earth feel, even
in the beginning of the Spnng:, yet
would not an Egg be hatched in that
heat, nor could a man feel any warmth,
but rather to him a numbing cold.

- Since then you know that your work
appertains all to the Mineral ngdum,
you muft know what heat is fit for Mi-
neral Bodies, and may be called a gentle
heat,
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heat, and what violents Firft, now con-
fider, where Nature leaves you, not only
in the Mineral Kingdom, but in it to
work on Gold and Mercary, which are
both incombuttible : Yet Mercury being
tender, will break all Veflels, if the Fire
be over extreme; Therefore though it
be incombulftible, and (o no Fire can hurt
it, yet al{o it muft be kept with the Male
Sperm in one Glafs, which if the Fire be
too big, cannot be, and by conlequence
the work cannot be accomflifhed. So
then from the degree of heat that will
keepLead or Tin canftantly molten, and
higher, fohigh as the Glafs will endure
without danger of breaking, is a tempe-
rate heat; and fo you begin your de-
grees of heat according to the Kingdom
in which Nature hath left you.

As then the higheft degree of heat

which the roat of a Tree feels in the
bowels of the Earth; is not by far com-
parable to the lowelt degree of heat an

Animal hath 5 So the higheft degree of

heat a Vegetable will endure without
burning, 1s too low for the firft degree

of Mineral heat as to our Work.
Rule
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- Rule X1IV.

Know, that all your progrefs in this
Work is to afcend in Bus & Nabi , from
the Moon up to the Sun s thatis in Ny-
bibus, or in Clonds ¢ Therefore I charge
thee to fublime in a continual vapour,
that the Stone may take Air, and live,

Rule XV.

Nor is this enough, but for to attain
our permanent Tindture, the water of
our Lake muft be boyled with the Afhes
of Hermes Trees T charge thee then to

_ boyl night and day without cealing,

that in the troubles of the {tormy Sea,
the Heavenly Nature may afcend, and
the Earthly defcend.

For verily, if we did not Boyl, we
would never name our work Decoction,
but Digeftion; For where the Spirits only
Circulate filently, and the Compound
below moves not by an Ebullition, that
is only properly to be named Digeftion.

Rule XVL
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Rule XV

Be not over hafty, expefting Harveft
too foon, or the end {oon after the be-
ginning : For if thon be patiently fup-
ported, in the {pace of fifty days at the
fartheft, thou fhalt fee the Crows Bill.

Many (faith the Philofophers) do ima-
gine our Solution to be an ealie work 3
But how hard it 1s, they can only tell,
who have tryed and made Experience :
Seeflt thou not a Grain of Corn, fow it,
and after three days thou fhalt only fee
it {well’d; which being dry'd, is the
Corn it was before : Yet thou canft not
fay it wasnot caft into’ its due Matri x;
for the Earth 1s its true place, but only
it wanted its due time to Vegetate.

But things of an harder Kernel lie in
the ground a far longer time, as Nuts
and Plumb-ftones, for each thing hath
its {eafon; And thisis a true fign of a
natural Operation, that it {tays its fea-
fon, and is not Precipitate : Doft think
then , that Gold the molt folid Body in
the world? will change its Form in a fhort
time ;5 Nay, thou mult wait and wait un-

til
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til about the 40 day utter blacknefs be-
~ gins to appear; when thou feeft that,

then conclude thy Body is déftroy’d, that
is, made a living Soul, and thy Spirit is
dead, that is Coagulated with the Body;
But till this fign of Blackne(s, both the
Gold and the Mercxry retdin their Forms
and Natures. - |

Rale XVII.

Beware that thy Fire go not out, no
not for a moment, (o as to let thy Mat-
ter be cold, for (o Ruine of the Work
will certainly follow.. -

By what has beew (aid, thou mayft ga-
ther, that -all our work is nothing elfe
but an unceffant-boyling’ of “thy Com-
pound in the firft degree of liquifying
heat , which is found in the*Metalline
Kingdom, in which the Internal Vapours
{hall go round about thy matter, in
which fume it fhall beth die, and be re-
vived. 1 o | ' -
. Riude XVIIL <} <+
 Know, that when the White appears;
which will' be “about the‘end’of Five:
‘Monthis, ‘that then the accomplifhment
oy of
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of the White Stone approacheth; Re+ i

joyce then, fornow the King hath over- | I

i come Death; and is rifing in the Eaft |
I ‘ with great Glory. | '['ﬁ.‘.
1 Rule XIX. by
A1 Then continue your Fire until theCo- | I
L;‘ .f"’- Jours appear. again, then at laft youfhall | fi
i {ee the fair Vermillion, the Red Poppy 3 J bad
Glorifie God then, and be thankful. fn

! Rule XX JI'EE;'
A3 . Laftly, youmuft boyl thisStone inthe |} i
inﬁ 1 (amie water, ini the fame proportion, with | /|
i the (aime Regimen, (only your Fire fhall - | &
then be a little flacker) and, fo you fhall

increafe Quantity and Goodnefs at your | i
plea(ure; - a3
Now the only God the Father of light,brsng yo# fi
bofee this Regencration of thelight, and make ws -
to rejoyce with bim for ever hereafter in light; "
Amen, | P! i #
: 161 y C11; i ; - it
AN ADVERTISEMENT. |k
i His Author having wrote many Ex- |«
cellent Pieces on this Subjet, not [0 | ¥
much-to manifelt him(elf; an .Adept (as b
many have done) as to benefit the World | L‘FE.
by his Writings, himfelf profefling, that | &
10 although |




Advertifentent. .
although the reft of his Adept Brethren
had (as we may fay envioufly) fwore fe-
erecie (contrary to their received Maxini
of doing all the good they may with this
large Talent (o ‘long as they live , and
longer if it might be,) yet had not he (®
{worn, though they fuppofed it; for he
had as himfelf confeffeth, an extraor-
dinary impulle of mind, tobe belpficl to al/
fincere fearchers of this fecrer Art, (toufe
hisown words) and to stretch ont his band
fo fiech as are bebind. Seeing thercfore,
that it was the Authors own defire to
benefit the World 'by his Labours, and
that he gave his confent to Mr. Starkey for
Printing his Pieces, as appears in his ‘Pre=
face to the Marrow of Alchimyy1know no
reafon wherefore his Writingsthould lie
conceal’d any longer : And great pity it
wasthat Mr.Starkey did {eparate this Au-
thor’s Commentarie upon Sir George Rip-
ley’s 12 Gates, which he did as I was in-
formed by one unto whom he gave the
very Book from which he confefled he
had cut the laft Six Gates; the Perfon
o4 § demanding the reafon wherefore he cut
themin funder : he anfwered, thatthe
- - | 0 'World

ith
1alll

pur




thfwertzﬁmenr.

World wasuriworthy of thems which ne-
verthele(s he promis'd to give that Perfon
a Tranfcript of, but did not, which 1s the
reafon that they cannot yet be founds the
lols of which 1is very miuch lamented.
Wherefore if any Gentléman hath themi
by him, or any other piece of thisAuthor,
It is humbly defired that they will fend
them to the Pellican in Little Britain,
I ondon, that they may be Printed with
the firlt Six Gates, which arenowinthe
Pref: : Ahd that I may not be wanting to
contribute what I can for the difcoveryof |
this Author’s Worls; I here make bold to
prefent the Reader with a Catalogue of
{uch Pieces as are noted to be writ by |
this Author under the difguifed name of |
ZE yranews Philalethes, part whercof are |
fet down by Mr. Starkey in hisPreface a-
forenamed , and part are mentioned-by
the Authot himfelf, with:{everal others;
which he wrote (as he faith) for his own
recreation, and afterwards burn’d; which
Author is acknowledged by all handsto
be an Englifh-man, and an Adept & fup-
pofed to: be yet living, . and travelling,
and about the age ofiss years, but his
Name is not certainly known. Thefe
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An Expofition
UPON THE

P RiE:-FohCHE
SGEORGE RIPLET,

Canon of Bridlington. '

T2 0=k O pafs over his Prologue
28] B2 which 1s Adhortatory
84U ST A to the defiroufly ftudi-
A BeHDt ous of this Art, and
o] §ashds the beginning of the
ST e o\ ds,  Preface, which is his
| .. Addref3 to God, who
is the only Giver of Wifdomi, to beftow
upon him true Underftanding, that he
might lead his finful Life to the glory of
him, being over-{wayed ﬁ*,qm what he
was naturally, by him who is- the Foun-
A 2 tain
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tain of all Goodne(s 5 Ifhall take up his

Pattern for a Precedent rather of Imita-

tion, than a Subjelt of Expofition.

And firft, as touching thofe who thall
bend themfelves to this Science 3 Let
them refolve that they undertake a moft
admirable piece of Work, in which
(though far be it that I fhould think that
God beftows upon any of us what we
enjoy for our own Merits, but of his free
Grace, yet withal) let me exhott any one
who fhall fet his Studies this way, to ad-
drefs him(@If to the Author and Fountain
of Goodnefs for his help, that he may
have grace to honour God in the ufe of
fo great a Talent : For I perfwade my
felf, that whomever God fhall appoint
to be Heir of fuch a Talent, that he will
give hima heart to improve 1t aright 5 or
elfe he will add to his Iudgmr_nt for the

abufe of {o great a Blefling.

For wheever thall be wnntnn and dif=

folute, and live without the fear of God,
what miay he not do with fuch an Are? un-
lefs God reftrain him, as certainly he will

hidmg this Secret from him, ot makmg 1t
to him a fhare and trap to betr: ay his Life
into

s = = =
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the Freface of Sir G. Rip!e}*_ 3
into the hands of covetons men of tha
World, as many have found it by fad ex-
perience. Therefore the Lord give both
me and thee that grace, that he may be
continually before our Eyes, The Alpha
and Omega of our Thoughts, Wordsand
Actions; Evenl{o Amen.

In the Beginning, when thon wadeit all of
nonght, a globous matter, and dark, ux-

der confufion, by hin the beginning, &c,

Irft then caft thine Eyes upon the
' Works of God, and behold that
work of his hands : Confider how the
glorious work of Creation was begun by
him, even by Chrift, for whofe {ake this
very Science is communicated unto the
Sons of Men, as Bernardus Trevifarn wit-
nefleth, who in his Epiftle to Thomas of
Bononia, {aith of this work, That it 1s
done (Chrifti Gratia) for Chrifts (ake.
Confider how out of one Mafs the Lord
God by his powerful Command made all
things to appear that are in Heaven or n
Earth; the heavenly Bodies with their
Influences above, and the carthly Matter
A3 below,
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h by the Rotation of the
Heavens produce all {ublunary products,
through the word of his Mouth.

' Above alt which and m all which God
15, he is the-Maket and the Lord of all,
above all . blefled for ever, who  hath
purchafed to him(elf a Pecople, and re-
deemed them, and they fhall reign with
hitn for ever and ever, -

below 3 whic

For as of one Mals was made all things,
right fo in onr pradice muft it be.

Pply all this to the work of this Ma-

-\, {tery Analogically and Allegorical-
ly ¢ for asthe Lord made all' the works
which we fee, fohe did lay them all un-
der his powerful word of Command, by
which they continue to be what they
are, and are carried with an uniform mo-

tion to that firfk! Pattern or Draught of

things.

All
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All our Secrets of one Inage muft [pring.

AS then out of one mixed confufed
A Mafs all things had an atual exift-
ence according to their feveral kinds, fo'
out of one Image all thefe Secrets' muft
flow: Truth doth not confilt in Hetero-
geneity, butin Unity 5 for Gaod.i$ one,
and his works uniform 3 and the more
Noble any thing is, the nearer, to Sims
plicity. |

As in Philofophers Books, whofo lift to fee.

O this the Sentencesof the Philofo-

L phers concur, as many as have truly
underftood the Secret, as Morien often
and plentifully witneffeth,  Geber?, Zre-
vifan, and many others: The thingis but
one in kind, though two in number 3 and.
though more thingsareufed, yettill they
be all brought to an onenefs of Nature,
they are not fit to enter into this work.

A 4 Ounr
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Our Stone is called _.t.be Leffer World.

Nd therefore our Stoxe is refembled
L3 to Man, who' although he have a
Wife different from him in Sex, yet one
with himin kind 5 in which fence it is
called the Microcofm, or Lefs World :
for indeed, next to Man, who is the Image
of God, it is the true little Syltem of the
Great World : 1 fhall not particularize
here how, for inits place it will fallin
{eafonably. |

One and Three.

THis Stone is alfo called Trine or Tri-
- nityin Unity, from the Homogenet-
ty of the Matter, ‘as  Trevifar faith:
Our Stone 1s made of one Root, thatis,

of two Mercurial Subftances, & . This

Trinity is difcerned in the Components 3
for firft there is the Body, which is Sol,
and the Water of Mercury, in which be-
{ides its Mercuriality , there isa {piritual
(ced of Sulphur, which is the fecret Fire.
This is the Zrinity, thefe are called the

-l
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the Prefaceof Sir G.Ripley. 3

Body, the Soul, and the Spirit; the Body
is the dead Earth, which increafeth not
without the celeftial Vertug ; 5 the Spirit 1s
the Soul of our Air or Chameleon, which
is allo of a two-fold comp Dﬁlre yet
made one infeparably; the Soul is the
Bond of Mercury, without which our
Fire never appears, nor can appear, for
it 1s naked, it inhabits the Fiery-Dra-
gon, and it }Ields his Soul to the true Sz~
tmnrnia, and is embraced by it, and both
become one together, bearing the ftamp
of the moft High, even the Oriental Lx-
c;ﬁr,the Son of the Morning : This Soul
is Chalyb’s Magical Volatile, and very ten-
‘der, the true Minera of J}.;-I out of which
Sol natural]y proceeds, whlch I my felf
know to be true, and have fpoken of it
in my little Latin Treatife, cnl]ed Introi-
tws apertus ad occlufim Regis palatinm :
This is true Sulphur, which is imbibed by
the Mercuriality of Saturwia y and notes
it with the Regal Signet, and being uni-
ted and revived into a Mineral Water by
the Mediation of Dizna’s Doves, it is the
fharp Spirit which in the Water moves
the Budy to putrefie. Thus is the Trinity
propor-
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proportionable, to wit, three Natures in
the firlt Mixture, the Work is carried an
end to perfect Complement diftinétly, ac-
cording to theVertue of a Body,Soul,and
Spirit ¢ for the Body would be never pe-
netrative, wereit-not for the Spirs#, nor
would the Spirit be permanent in its {u-
per-perfet Tinture, were, it not for the
Body 3 nor could thefetwo. alt one upon
another without the Soul, for the Spirit is
an invifible thing, nor doth it ever ap-
pear without another Garment, which
Garment 1s the Soul.  Ip this it exercifeth
its vertue : this Soul, as it is drawn from
the Saturria , {olid and dry, is named our
Air, or rather the Chameleon, which 1s
anairy Body, changing its hue accord-
ing to every Object it beholds, fo our Air
1s of an aftonifhing Nature, out of which
1 know all Metals may be drawn, yea
even Sol and Luna, without the Tranf-
muting Elixir, of which in my little La-
tine Treati(e (which was the Congeft of
mine own experience) I {pake fully.

This Air being diflolved into. Water
Mineral, hath in it two of our Zrinity
united (0 really that in a fhort digeftion
the

8



the Preface of Sir G, Ripley. ¢
1he fpiritual inhabiting invifible Sulphur
will without addition congeal the Mer-
enry in which it is, and make a vilible
congelated fubftance of Lwna and then
Sol. ;

Thus this Trinity is indeed Uzity, one
being Gold mature, fixt, and digefted in
a&, the other Gold volatile, white, and
crude, yet (in psffe) to be made moft
fixt and {olid by naked digeltion. It is
not then a delufion that Philolophers
{peal and write, for. truft me (Viderunt
nudam fine vefte Dianams [ciens loguor) 1
know I {peak true, which the Sonis of Art
do know, and can teftifie with me.

Magnefia alfo.

His Stoxe is by the Philofophers

called their Magnefia, their Adrap,
&ve. with many more names, and is in-
deed their Stone in the firft true mixture
of the true matter ; for it is the true
(eed, and will produce, with the co-ope-
ration of external Fire, in a_patient €x-
pettation of the time of Nature, which
is notlong to him that underftands it.

of
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Of Sulpbur and Mercury.

Or that which is done by Nature ini
L many years and ages, in the bowels
of the Earth, deco&ting Adercury alone,
without addition ; Art, tomake the work
thort, firft impregnates Mercury with a
{piritual feed of Su/phur, by which it be-
comes powerful in the diffolution of
Metals, and then adds to it mature Sx/-
phar, by which the work is fhortened
and out of thefe two Parents of one Root
is brought forth a Noble Son of a Regal
Off-fpring, that is not {imply Gold, but
our Flixir, ten thoufand times more pre-
clous.

Praportionate by Nature moft perfectly.

R 7 Et all this Work of the Artilt is on-
B ly to help Nature ; we candono
more, yea we have profefled and will
E‘ﬂﬂ?fﬁ, that we do only adminifter unto
ature herein; forall the Works of God
are intire, we can but behold them and
admire them 5 and therefore we feek our
| Prin-
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Principals where Nature is, and amend
Nature in its own Nature. Nor do we
make the fimple believe, which is the
Trade of Sophifters, that we by our Ex-
trattions and Manual Operations upon
Vegetables, Minerals, Urines; Hair, or
the like, ifitend to make our fo highly
prized Eligirs but out of fuch things n
which Nature hath putit, we by Artdo
make it appear by revealing what was
hidden, and hiding what was manife(t.

But miany one mdrvelleth, and marvel riay,
and mufeth on fich a marvelloys thing.

Hereas thofe who work upon

other matters than the true, do

betray their ignorance herein molft fou'ly,
that they do. not confider the poffibility
of Nature, but work after their Fancy 3
as though out of combuftible fubftances.
filthy in their nature, and made up of
Heterogeneities, might be produc'd a
pure perfect Metallick Subftance, by rea-
{on of its unfeverable Unity invincible,
and by vertue of its tranftendent Excel-
lency cleanfing and fixing all Iepumusf and
ugi-
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fugitive bodies 1n the Mineral Kingdom;
and reducing them to the Anatical pro-
portion of perfeltly digefted §ol or Lu-
#na, according to the quality of the Me-
dicine.. 'When therefore their Principles
are not found, their Conclufion is always
deceitful , and then they not knowing
Nature in her Operation, but mterpre-
ting the words of the crafty and envious
Philofophers, according to the Letter,
do ftand admiring at the Unconformity
of their Work to the Promiles of the
Philofophers, at leaft as they underftand
their Books; they admire what this Szoe
is. if it be a Truth, or a Conceit; and

J .

why they (as well as any) donot attain it

3f poffible : Suchmeditations ufually fill

the minds of unfuccefsful Alchymifts, who
though they be (as they efteem them-
(zlves) very Judicious, yet cannot {fuma
ble upon this unhappy Steze.
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What is onr Stone, &c.

THE}? marvel at the uncouth difficulty

of the thing, nor can they almoit
tell what to judge of what they reads
fora(much as all Philofophers fay it is a
very eafie thing.

For Fowls and Fifhes to us do it Ln‘ng, eve-
ry Man it hath : And it is in every
place, inthee, in me, &c.

Nd in very deed the Antient Wile
Men have (0 written, and do ftill
wiite the {ame; as to wit, That it is
found in a Dunghil, according to Meriesr
and for the eafinef(s of the charge, they all
write plentifully 5 fo that in refpect of
pime and colt, Artephiue and Flammel fay
it 1s but the play of Children and work
of Women; and therefore one Excel-
lent Philofopher, writing of this Mafte-

rg*, titles his Treatile , Zudus Prcrorune 3
thatis, ChildrensPlay.

ult
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To this 1 anfwer, Thit Merchry it is T wis.

S 7 Bt trult e, though the wife men
thits write, afid it be true, there s
notwith(tanding {omething to be added
fo their Seriteice, according ‘as the Au=
thor of Nowsine Lumen Well obferved, as
namely, That this Art is ealie to him that
undetitands it, as Artephins plainly ex=. |
prefleth s but to him that is ighorant of |
it, there is nothing can appeat (o hard 5 |
The Wife Man, {arth Sendivogins, finds it
in 4 Dunghil, bnt the Fool cannot believe
that it # in Gold. 1for mypart {through
the great mercy ot God 'to me afi urn-
worthy ard unthankful Crédrare) I know
e Aft to be true, and not that only, but
alfo very ealie’s ahd 1 wondet that men
of (0 great parts have frudied for it 6
Jorig in vain; only this| ath confident of,
it the gift of Gods nor is it 771 hirk that
swilleth, not it bim that rasmeth, but inGo
hat viveth mevey ¢ 1 Which réfpect T ant
bold.to the glory of God, to confefs that
I have the Art, and have INatures Opera-
$ions in thefe {o hidden Secrets, before
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th: Preface.of 8ir G. Ripley. 13
mine €yes at this prefent writing, whick
I fee hourly with admiration of the.infis
nite Glory," in'the beholding: of fuch a
great Glory in the Creatures, which, tru?
me, will ravith the Beholder, to fee fuch
a defpifed Infant as our Mercury is, ta
%;nw into: {o {trong a Heroe;, which the
Vorld cannot purchafe. g

Bt not the Conimeon, called Quicksfilver
., by name, | bun

YEt the difficulty is not over when:
_ once it is known that the whole:
Secret confiftéth in Merenry 5 for what
more frequent among the Sophifters than,
to cry, Qur Mercury, &vc.  and yetin the:
Work of Nature they are as blind as
Moles 2. The caufe is, for that Nature
hath produced a Mineral Juice in theé:
bowels of the Earth, which doth anfiver .
to moft of the Philofophical Defcriptions .
of their Water 3 as namely,that it is mine-
ral, quick, current, without humeétation,
ponderous, and the like ; which when''
the vulgar Alchymifts read, they apply it
to this naughty Mercury, which for in-
B ward




16 . AnExpofitionupon
ward Qualities hath nothing in it - like
ours. ¢ b W

~ Some thereildre;> who' trufting to the
Sentence of moft of the Wile Men who
have writtem concerning this Art, do re-
ject Mercary walgarin word, when asin<
deed they dote as much uponit as others,
whenas by their mock-purgations they
handle Mercuries divers ways by Subli-
mation, Precipitation, Calcination Ma-
nual, even to a black fubftance; like to
Soot or Lamp-black, by diftillation from
(indry Feces, after grinding with Vine-
gar, ' by Calcination with’ Waters-fort,
by Lotions innumerable, changing Mer-
enry into (undry forms, and after quick-
ning him: By all which Operations they
imagine themfelves fecure of - the Secret

of our Mercuryy whenas all’ fuch ways

indeed are but Sophilms 5 and yet Mer-
cury fo.abufedis one and the fame vulgar
Mﬂrﬂﬂr). -
So that upon this Rock more have
{ftumbled than'upon any other, & yet will

{tumble, till they know how to diftinguifly’

our Mercury from Common, and our pre-

parations fromthat of the vulgar Sophi-
fters

== S = S =
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the Preface of Sir\(} &ipléy I‘y
(Fers, which! have. nﬂ ,h;keneﬁ bm: te

_apother. d'_} F A3

A7 9T i L 1218 D,
But Mercmy, w:fﬁn#ﬁ whmﬁ mfkmg 5.»,.,
ing i e vl

2 Or our ME?THU 1S Eﬂ‘entm] and Rﬂdl"
- cal'to our Body, and partakes of the
nature of it intirely, and therefore it is
{aid to be that Mercury without whichno-
thing is 5 for all things are dlﬁlngm{hed
by Phllﬂfﬂphers by three Principles, (al~
though{ome Simples have not three, but.
only by Analogy) among which themaft
eflential is Mersmy, for the humidity of
all thmgs concrete is called their Mercﬂry ,'
which is moft intire to all things, foraf~
much .as-all things owe their bcglmmg'
unto Water. . .
So then asthe prnp&r ﬁ:reclﬁck Merr:my.
nF all things 'is {o Effential unto them
that nothmg 1s without it, o our Mer-
cury is (0 confubftantial. with our Body,
that it is one inkind with that Mercury uf'
which it was by coagulation concrete,

| which vulgar Mercm isnot; and there-
o | fure the Body is incruydate by this Mercu-

B2 7,
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#y, and (Ends forthtits Seed by mixture
withit, through the co-operation of re-
quifite temperate external heat.

x;ﬂt' %bﬂrﬁpﬁfﬂ vecord and fr#br' Jain t?.w

- Jame.

-1DBA DUS eI T T -
g Ruly this T could confirm by infi-
R - nite Teftittionies of ' Philofophers;
fineé there never wrote any who was in-
deéd a true Areiflt, but he hath: affirmed
the (ame ¢ Geber; Artephius; Faly, Roxi-
nws, Flanmiel] Seridivogins, the Author of
the Rofary, Trévifan, with many ‘others,
which would be very tedious to name.
80" that indeed this Work of mine'I
Fwrote not becaufe enough hath not been
written before, for T dobut eccho to the
Voice of all Philofophers, whio'have left
upon record fuch clear Teftimonies of
‘the to-operation of Art arid Nature here-
i, "that 1f Wit were capable:.of thisat-
‘tainment, the Att would have been com-
‘mon ere now 3 and [-do verily admiringly
adore the Wildom of God herein, that an
Art'fo true, fonatural, fo eafie, fo much

defired and fought after; fhould yet be
: {o
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the Prefacesof Sin (@aRipley. 19,
{o,rarely| found, that the, generality, of .
Men, Learngd and. Unlearned; do laygh
atitas a Fable: itistherefore moft cer-_
tainly'the;Gift of God, who 1s and ever
will be the Difpenfer of it according to,.

his gaod plgafupe, enno? g |

DOS SO0

203 OOVID 919W 3 op noibmemo?)
But fimple § eara_:_ﬁersf#{{f{,&{,&;;ﬂ;inﬂa&{e! i
ofaningabey bid ik sy doitar i

'jff._"r

M Ol injarious, are they ,_th_érefﬂ_!‘l’::;fi:jf:
¥+ the, well - defcrving ;Bhilofophers, .
whe becaule . they r cannot, underftand
their Writings, and through the mifyn-
derftanding of the-poffibility. of Naturé,,
do commit, fou] miftakes in _their operati--
ons, and therefore reap a ridiculous Har--
veft, theythen; blame, the falfity of Au-
thors, or at lealtaccule their difficult wri-
ting, not confidering that Philofophers.
owe them nothing, .and; whatever they
write for the il;rfq:ngtipg.pf the ftudious,
it is not of debt, nor yet of Covetoul~.
nels, for they, poffefs the greateft Trea-
fure inthe: World 5 nor la tly of Ambiti-
wan§ on, for many. fupprefs their names: it.is
h§ of Love therefore, and, of:defire o be.

| ot R " help-




ae' -!ﬂﬁ'%?i&ﬁiid# ﬁpoi;,

BTl €0 the Suidious §' which Loveto : | ¥
réquite with reproaches, isoa @ken of § ¥
£ EHE SRR |
B oreovet, it i to be underftood that: § ¥
he moft wite GOD hath a ruling hand” [} [
herein, and all Sons of ‘Aft‘Have their | K&
Commiffion as it were given thems they.
wiile  and teach accotding to that per-. |§ i
miffion  which'the Creator of all things
hath given them. 1'may {peak it experi-
nientally, that wheii my felf have had | b
ofi¢ intent, [ hive been fo over-fwayed
wij:’t_i‘_unprqmt:d‘i‘tated thoughts'in the've=" § &
ry writing, that Thave taken notice oft || [
the {iimediate hand of God therein, by | &
which Thave beer carried beyond what D |f
T oo bl iatlied v ’ oMl u
“*'And teuly it 1¢'hot our intent to maker |
¢hé Art common to all kind of men, we' i u
write to the deftrving onlys intending’ ||
dqrjjBnnlié""‘m' be ' but a5 Way-marks to m
[i.iéﬁ' as {hall’ travel in thefe paths of Na“ | fu
tdfe, and we' do‘what we may to ot |«
oiit the' unworthy’ : Yet (o plamly we' §Ib
white, that as man’y 3s God hath appoint- f i
éd to this "Ma_{’féty"'lhall.dtrfainly undér= || v
0

ffand ug, and have caufé to be ehiank feft
T i o un.?u




the Preface of Sir G, Ripley. ay
unto ug for our faithifulne(s herein: - This
we- fhall receive from the Soms of chis
Science, whatever we have from others
therefore our Baoks are intended for the
former, we do not write' a'word to the
lagter. 11 /! |

Bt they  be Hmme-martéj: -which éam:
~1Clerksy and meddle with Philofophy. ...

Oreover, we write nat our. Books

for the information of the illi-

terate, asthough any ‘wulgar mechanick
Diftiller, Alchymift, or Sophifter, {hould
readily carry away the! Golden Fléeces
or as theugh: any covetous rhan, who
makes Gain his vitmoft end, {hould rea-
dily gather the. Apples of the Fefperides s
nor yet that any, though Learned, thbuld
by once or twice overly and flight read-
ing (as the Dogs lap the Water of Nilys:)
ftraight-way be madeaPhilofopher : Nay
verily, the majeflty of this Science forbids
{0 great impiety 3 it is the gift of God,and
not of Men: Our Books are for thofe
who have been or intend to be conver-
{ant about the fearch of Nature ;5 we hint

B4 the




22 An Expofition apon

the way 3 prayer-to God and patient per~

fiting in the ufe ‘of ‘means,” mult “openl
thefé Doors. = Let* theréfore profound
Meditation, acoompanied with' the Ble*
fing of 1Gody: Burnaces;’ Coals; Glaffes,
and indefatigable pains, be thy Interpre-
ters, and let them {erve for Commenta-
ries ‘upon'our: Writingss\* So 1'did, fo'}
advife thee' 'and the Bleffing ‘'of God at-
tend all ftudious vertuous Searchers in

this way. » 20097

Bmﬁé#gb it Mercury'be. _-T

% 7 Etis'iot the knot untiéd, nor diffiZ
culties‘overcome; when once 'a

man  hath learned to fing' this thredbare
Song in Philofophy, F iz Mercnrio quic=
guid guarant fapicntes : forwhat Sophi=
er who'cannot make f{o great a clatter
in-thele'general terms as a fon of Art?
the greateftdifficulty is to know what

this Mercury is, that is fo defirable and

gfiedtual. o ili0 5

1000
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the Prefucé of Siv G, Ripley. 23

Ter. u&ifcfj ﬂﬂderﬁaﬂd wherein ft i, dﬂd
where thou fhalt it [eek,.

Herefore let me advife every ftudiotss
. “Searcher of ‘this hid Sciesce, to con-
f' der warily with"himfelf what he' feeks
and 'would find 5'nor that only, but inf
_whﬁt‘hf: would find it :' for truft me it is
fot'in'this Seience as fome do imagine,
ﬂhat our Aréannnt may be fuade out of
any thing, not yetout of any'bafé thing :
But in the knowing of the true Princi-
ple; confifts the ﬁrﬁ true ftep to Perfe-
¢tion,’ according to the Poet, EZ)zm;dmm
fa&: gm bene mpﬂ habet.

E Ife I m#nﬁ! iﬁee takﬂ #ot t&ﬂ w&r& in
hand.

[It he whc: knnws not this our Ocean
B in- which our Water hath its flux and
reflux, and our Fountain out of which
he may draw this'Water for his ufe, let
himi- forbear this, as a moft dangerous
Scdence, for he may only cxpr:ﬂ: loﬁ in it,

’bnt no profit;
Far




24 |0 Expoftionupon .
far, Philafighere. fatter e, vt fion

IPEEE. .

R, 71Or let any expelt comfortable Dires

. N _¢tionin our Books, who know nbt
the true Matter, nor the true Keys by
which our, Matter is. brought forth from
darkne(s into the light; for verily though
we waite for the dnlightning of a fon..of
Art, yet allo for the fatal blinding of all
fuch Owls and, Bats . who cannot behold
the light of; the Sun, nor.can indure the
{plendor of our Moon,.;; Te.(uch we pro;
pound. rare tricks,. fuiting to their fordid
fancy : to the coyetous,, an eafic way
without expence, in an inconfidérable
time 3.to; the. lazy ; Book-men, - 2. \play,
without tedious toil ; to the unftable,
rafh, hafty multiplicity of Diftillations,

grao() 1o 201 100 ewon A orl 1
Byt liften.ta e, for trudy L will thee Ie#fﬁ._

Bllt toitheg; fuppofing, thy qualifica:
£.) .tious to be Honefty, Secrefie, Studi+
oulirefs and - Indefatigablenefs , . we. will
fhew the Truth 3 yet o, that it mn)&hbg
_ “hi
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the Préfice of Siv G, Ripley. ag
Hid from the Vi ﬂgaﬁ, yEt plain eﬂough to
:m ﬁnduﬁﬂuus h!ift‘rm‘ve Reader i

szcb #s tﬁif Merc#?j' mﬂ* ;r-:y‘imbf#

I)Hllafu phiers have: hidden mugh under
the Homonyminne of Mermry, (0 that
it‘is o hard matrér for thofe’ that perufe
theif Books to miftake thein § oyea as ma-
11y 45’ God will ‘have E}:Cluﬂ from th‘ls
Art) fhall ceértairily miftakeo: <'<cs
['Eur many things areby them named b}i
thie/ riame of Mercury, which are altoge-
ther ufele in this Mafterys and many
Procefles have’ ‘they deciphered ' which
themfelves never did. - I-for my part fhalt
not tread in their metaphorical’ (teps; bue
fhall’ herein- candidly follow ‘the path of
profound Ripley, who{é Text I anhiex to
ny Difcourfe as I'go, becauft’ it is an
elaborate Piece, ‘in excellene Method 3
ofi whom I'do'not{6'much comment, fnr
1 wiite mine own experimental’ Know.
ledge, but rather intend this Treatife for
aEight tothat exeellent Light in Alch}w -
mys-thefe Laboutrs of ‘tnine being intire
ﬂf thcmﬁswes\ Only to help thee'to my
! utmoft




_—— — —

26 An Expofition. npon..:
utmoft, Iihave'confined-my, Dll'ccmrre to
His Methnd which I might (as other, P.h;:-_

)

lofophers have done) have {cattered here m

and there confufedly,, % iy o od W !'it'lﬂ

il

Eemg to thee ﬂatﬁmg defe:vmﬁ!e. S0C ()

g 0

S then I have chnf‘en R;p!e 5 Methnd; |

to follow, (o will I imitate his Inge+ de

i nuity, and do. folemnly profefs not to.be; th

| deceweab!e to thee in any thing, though I

.d i1 Lthall not {fo -unfold the -Myf{teries, that t
il barereading fhall fuffice to thew  the uns, ol
il vexled Diana. ¢
'- “-Know therefore aifuredly, that when._ il &

the Philofophers{ay, ‘That their, Matter: Jo
is every where, &c. This they fpeakon- | b
ly for-thei;blinding of all fuch whotas || &
king the Philofophers meaning according, || o
to the bare found of their words, do. |
reap Triflesinltead of Treafures. I[ha_ll (.
thercfore let you underftand that this
il fubjett of the Philofophers is confidered | y
f either in reference toits Matter, or formal 1
| Vertue ; in reference totheformer,it is a. |
conerete of Water, as all other' Com- W
pounds are; mrefpe& of the latter,it paz- 1

ticipates |




the Preface of Sir G. Ripley. 47
ticipates of a‘Celeftial Virtue, and that
m a high degree 'in both refpects. "It is
faid to be in every place : forthe origi.
rial ‘matter, ‘'which is Water, paffeth
equally through the whole Family of
Concretes : and for the celeftial Influ-
ence, it is {o univerfal that nothing 1s hid-
den from theheat of it : fothat indeed in
this ‘fence it is faid to be every where.
Moreover, the Stone being the Syftes of
the great World, doth in [ome way or
other reprefent évery thing which is or
can be perceived by man ; I mean in re-
ference to {ome’or other operation, co-
lour or quality, and' therefore the Wife
have defcribed it almoft by all things ima-
ginable, forto' every thing in fome or
othér circumftance it hath refemblance.
Ttiis more near in [ome things than in fome.

-YEt.tn (peak properly for information,
-% :and mot to' conceal the Secret; we
profefs ' that there is' but -one kind in
which our Store is found, and in number
two : ‘underftand me not as the Philofo-
pher finds things in his fir(t laborious Pre-

: paration,




a8 volodn Expofition spon.
paration; for {0 one of the.two {ubjeits
which being of one kind enter th@ (s
pernataral wark of Generation of pur
ﬁery Stone, 1{ay our crude Sperm flows
from 'a Trinity of Subftances in one Ef

fence, of which two are extradled out.of
the Earth of their Nativity by the: third;,

and then become a pure-milky, Vugm-,
like Nature, drawn fiomthe Menﬂmu#

of “our ﬁ::rdlci Whnre._ _

.‘TE:QE .Emed tbercﬁr& w&a# T 4o thee ;Lr:te

ANd now I callGnd O thneﬁ that I wali_

{hew you'a great.Myltery : our Stone

i in one partof a petfectnature, ‘which
we would exalt into 2. more then molt.

perfed, and for thisend we ftand inneed
of our true Fountain, which I have elfe-
where' defcribed, 'and {hall. not new: re-
peat ; This Fountain hath three Springs,
and’ thefe ‘are three - Witnefles which: te-
ftifie to the Artift of the truth of his pro-
ceedings 3 thefe are the Spirit, the Wa-
ter,'and the'Blood, and thefe threc agree

ih oné ; ‘the Water is a Mercurial Bond,
swhich the'Sophifters can behold fo far as -

the
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the Prefaceof Sir G. Ripley: 44
the outward fhell reachéth; but the wifa
man can behold his hidden {ecret Contre s
the Blood 1s of our Greex Lyon, which
is-indeed the greeneft or raweft of ‘the
three : for it hath no manner of Metal
tine Swlphur, no not a grain; and theres
fore is Zotally Volatile, ‘and it is
more ‘raw than the common Water,
and yet it iscalled the Blood, fora moft
fecret realon, becaufe it is the feat of the
Life, which is the Spirit, as Blood in man
is the (eat of his Life 5 yea the Spirit by
this Soul of our Greex Lyon, is made ma-
nifeft, and is united to it, fo thatthough
it be very green orunripe; yet that inha-
bits it, which is both pure and ripe, and
can and will digeft it with the Water, and
make both become life with life : Now
the Spirit is nothing elfe bit a Chaos; the
Wonder of the Wonders of God, which
every manalmoft hath, andknows itnor,
becaufe as it appears to the World it is
compactin a vile defpifed form 5 yetis it
fo uleful, that in humane Affairs none can

want it : to the Philofopher it appears

united to the Blood, that is, of our Green

- Lyon, which truly is not a Lyon till the

{pirit
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(pirit- be ' joyned ‘with it; 'and: then it is
made able to devour: all Cre;iturcs of its

Kindi7 ocopoans
And “thefe three agree in one, they

are not abfolutely one, mark that 5 our:

Fire is ‘not of the matter,and’ yet it 1S
united with the matter, as.if it were of
one form withity and there 1s anagree=-
ment inone, thoughnot d radicalunions
for the fpirit (which 1s the Fire) isifepa-
rable from the Water and the Blood 3 and
then is out Lyon acnally Green, but
ceafeth then to be our Lyon,  but is the
true matter to multiply Emeraulds more
glorious than natural.

For if tothee Knowledge never conse,
Therefore yet fhalt thon me not twite.

Nd now irideed if any be ignorant, let
him be ignorant 5 T know not what
more to {ay, and not tranf{gre(s the filence
of Pythagoras. Thavetold you that our
matter is two-fold, crude and fixed 5 the
fixed 1s by Nature perfected to our hands,
and we need only to have it made more
then
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thz Preface of Sir G, Ripley. 3¢

then moft perfect, which Nature alone

could never: perform 5 .nor is. there any.

thing that can thus exalt Tintures, but
our diffolving Water, which I told yon
tloweth from three Springs 5 'the oneis a
common Well at which all draw, . and of
which Water many ufe 5 this Well hath in
it a Saturnine-droffine(s, which make the
Waters unufeful ; thef® frigid fuperflui-
ties are purged by two other Springs;
through which the Water of this Well is
artificially caufed to run : thefe Springs
make but one Well, whofe Waters appear
dry; the humidity being fealed; the Well:
it felf 1s furrounded with an Arfenical:
Wall, the {limy bottom abounds with the:
Firflt Z»s of Mineral S/t and Sulpbur ;
which acuate the Water of the firft Well,
whofé primary quality is Coldnefs 5  be-
ing thusacuated, it becomes fo powerful
a Menftruuz, and (0 plealant to the Me-
tals,  that for its peculiar Vertue it is'cho-
fen for to be the Bath of the Sum-an
Moon. |

Fof




33 .- dn Expofition upon =

For T will truély now thee excite to urmder-
frand well Mercuries three.

Bllt becaufe one Book never is fuffici-
L2 ‘ent in this' Maftery, to difcover all
that is to be known, and other Authors
write varioufly of Mercury : Attend fur-
ther what I have to fay to thee concern-
ing this point..

‘We have in our work properly three
Mercurizs, of which one is to be by the'
Philofopher prepared, of which I have
{poken 5 ' and 'this being joynd with the
perfet Body, and fet to digeft, the Glafs
is fhut, and then in this firft Compoflition
is the Matter called Relis, that is, (two
things) to wit in'Number , for you may
yet {eparate each from other in its mntire
nature. '

- Thefe two being joyned, do operate
fo within the Veflel till the Compound
become 4 blick Powder , which is then
called the Afhes of the Platter. |

This Powder relenteth into a black
Broth, which is called £/7x7r, or Water
extraed by Elixation, which is reiterate
Liquefaction. This
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%11 the fecrefie of them; as thofe Lunary

und

hett §|

| Searchers. Sécondly for the Progno-
{ticks of them ; as thofej in Women beto-
ken maturity to ¢onceive, fo thefe are’

i . called Menstrues becaufe they are fit ﬁ:nr
it

nd |
it 1
g § |

the Preface of Sir C. Rlpfey 313

This Elixir is divided into a more fub- -
tile part, which is called Zzsth, and the

grofier part is called Zeton, which is by
Azoth walhed and whitened.

In Rebis the Matters are confuled, in
Elixir they are divided, and in Azt

| they are conjoyned with an infeparable

NON.

The R' eys w!vr:'ré of this Science be.
TH&E: Mew m;mf or Merénries are the
very Keys of this Science : The firf¥

15 the Philofophers Key, the other two
are Natures Keys;

Reymund his Mcnﬂ;wef d;#b t}ﬁfﬁs call.

’I‘Hcy are ca]led by the wife men Men-
fErees, in three refpects : firft for

Tnbutes of Women are hid from com-
mon view, {0 thef@ Mercuries from vulgar

C2 pro-
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procreation.  Thirdly in'regard of the
officé of them 3. as thofe in Women ‘are
accounted nutritive for' the Embrion, (o
our Child is nourifhed by thefe to perfect.
age and (trength. '

Let me add a fourth reafon, and that
15, in refpe& of the time 5 the Philofo-
phical Preparation will hardly give thee
thy firlt Menfbruune fit for thy ufe in lefs
than 2 month. = And after conjun&ion
thy firlt Menftrunm will begin to hold of
the nature of the Body in another month;
and then thou {balt fee a {how of the fe-

cond Menfirunm 5 but wait till another.
month, and thou fhalt fee thy fecond.

Menstrunme compleat 5 then yet wait a
third month, and thou fhalt fee a{how
of the' third Menftrunm, which in the

fourth month will perfectly exuberate;

and then with 1t thou fhalt {oon fee per-
feCted Sulpbur of Nature; for it is Fire
of Nature 5 and in this firft Exaltation 1s
the white Stone perfected.

" Without
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.- Without tﬁem irnl}v m; Eﬁ-ﬁb ) c.f.:m;:.

Y_YE thenthat knoweth not the Secret
- of our Menitruals.; lethintorbear
the prattice of the Work, for verily he
:may expeft nothing but a (ophiftical De-
lufion inftead of the true Work of Na-
ture: Heis like a man that would enter
an macceflable: Caftle without a Key, or
{hoot in a Bow without a ftring.

~ Buttwo of them be [uperficial.

/&1 Ow that you may know our Secrets

exactly, we fhall faitbfully difco-
verunto you our Experience,; ascordial-
ly asa Brother may declare to a Brother 3
and fhall reveal what 1 never found yet
revealed inany Author. _,
-« Thereare in-our Mercury three Mercu-
rial Subftances, ‘which may well be called
Menstrues, the one the more grofs part,
(which though it be a Water, yet .it be-
ing the moft palpable part, and vifible,
may be termed the Body of the Water :
the lalt is a Fiery Form, which is the
: '3 Blood
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Blood of Cadmws 5 this s a real invifi-

ble form, which is effentially and formally

SolVolatile : the fecond is the mean Soul,
which Philofophers without Equivoca-
tion call Sztwrn’s Child 5 the middle fub-
{tance of thefe three, are made into one
wonderful Merenry, which bath not its
like in the world.

Now for the fuperficiality of the two
fitlc Menfirues or Mercuries, and the ef-
‘fentiality of the third, know and under-
ﬁand, fﬂI‘ our rpeech will be very myﬁe-_-
rious : Know Ifay, what it is to be fuper-
ficial, and what effential : Effence you
know isinvifible, and more formal then
material , which doth actuate the mat-
ter, and ripens it 3 but that which is fu-
perficial is vifible, and may be {een, and
is more material and paffive : Now thofe
two firft which are fuperficial, are the
Water and the Blood, the effential Mez-
fErue is the Spirtt, which all are in one 3
yet diﬁinguiﬂm‘d in number, though not

The
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The third Ilfential bo ”’:fr{#'wfd'MJMi:_.

SO then two are material patlive fub-
{tances, which are united in our fo-
phical 2fercury 5 the third is‘an altive el~
{fence which 1s hid in our Mercary, which
is effential to Sun and Moon, becaufe 1t
is a Fire, which is Sol volatiles and as the
Artilt may govern this Merewry, it will
digeft the paffive Principles either into
Sol or Luna, atthe Philofophers plealure.

Their Properties 1 will declire right foon.

IShaIl by and by in its place defcribe to
you all the Properties of thefe three
Menftrues, when I come to ity in the
mean time take notice that by this Mer-
enry in which are three Mercuries, ot Men-
§Frues, the perfect Bodies will be calcined,
and then diffolved into Mercury, which is
not then O properly called aMenftrue, for
it isthe Fruit it (elf, called Azoth, or Vir-
ginsMilk ;5 which is a digeltion beyond
the Menftrues. |

C 4 And
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Andy' Merenry of Metals effential,

Is the FPrinciple of our Stone material.
“§~'He Badicswhen they are diffolved
: do tranfmute the forefaid Mercu-

 ries: by their own ferment, inte their own'

nauire, for the Fire of Nature affimilates’
all that nouritheth-it 'to its own likenefs 3
and then our Mereury or Menftrue vanifh-
eth, thatis, it is{wallowed dp in the So>
lary Nature, and all together make but.
one univerfal Mercury, by intimate union,
and this Mercury is the material Princi ple
of the Stone; for before our Mereury (as
it was compounded of -thiee Mercuries)
had in it two which were fuperficial, and
the third eflential to $uZ and 7 una only,
not to the Stone: for Nature would pro-
duce thefe two out of it, by artificial de-
coction: but when the perfe@ Bodies are
diffolved, . they tran(mute the Mercury
(that diflolved it) and then there is no -
more repugnancy init, then is there no
longer a diftin&ion berween {uperficial
and eflential, but all is become effential
And this is that one matter of the Stone,

ke that
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that ‘one’ thing which is' the' fubjeé&t of
alﬂ_‘.wc.r!derg;_ 14 0 2 TN 0O

| TS0l ‘and Luna ‘onr Mexitrues are .not

e

K°THen thou art come to'this thent -
¥V fhalt 'thou“no more’ difcern a
diltinttion betweén the Diflolver and the
Diffolved s for’ the ‘'Water fhall neither
‘afcend nor'defcend,’ go out nor inalone,
but the Fire of Natire (hall a¢company
it, and the colotir of the mature’ Sulphur,
which is' unfeparably’ joyned; ‘thall ‘tin-
Gture thy Water, ol AT
" It appearcth :Qm‘flégt by '_gﬁé;‘}a' fight.
SO that thou fhalt neveér fee them feve-
red one from the other, but fhalt difz
cern them by the effe®t, and by the eye of
thy mind more then of thy body There-
fore faith the Philofopher, - 4zoth and
Fire are {ufficient for thee inthe middle
and end, but not in the beginning, for

“‘then they are not our Mercury, that is
. our umverfally united Mercury. But in

the
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the firlt days of the Stone; there appear
four Elements, of which three are in the
Mercury fublimed, and one in 5o/, which
is counted all for Earth till it be diffol=
ved, and then it fermenteth the Mercury,
and makes the three qualities of it, which
it hath, drawn from three (ubftances to
unite into one Mercxry which hath all in
1t onc effential property, and that is Sg-
lary, which firft will (hew the Moon in
the full, and 1s the true one matter of all
our Secrets, our one Image out of which
{prings white and red, not bare o/ and
Luna, aswill (pring outof our Mercury,
which we prepare with our hands, but
the white and red Elixirs, which fhew
that this Mercury. which Nature hath
made in the Glafs, without our help, is

- far beyond that Mercury which we pre-

pared with a laborious toil.
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This i the J#aﬂ uf which we me:zﬂ
Who foonr Wyitings mncez-vetb ttﬂgﬁt

Nd verily he that hath wcll [‘tudled
L our Bﬂﬂks fhall underftand that this
general one Mercury which we call 4z.oth,
15 indeed our Stone, which wanteth only
digeftion, foritis mféparably united,; not
in a Dyptative Conjunction, which is
barely 4 mixture of - the Sun 'Wlth ‘our
Mercury 5 ox Triptative, which is a mix-
ture and union of the Body; Soul, afid
Spirit, which is before Futrefa&mn, but
Tetraptive, which 1s the Anatization of
qualities, which is the firft degree of the
white Stofie, which will thén grow higher
and higher, till the Moon come up to
the full.

It is @ Soul and Subftance bright.

His Stone or Virtue multiplicative

is not in relation to the matter, but

the form, which doth make the matter to
receive and after imprefs Tinctures : for
who could believe that So/, in which the
Vil=
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virtue is butunary, I mean only fuffici-
ent for it {elf, {hould by the addition of
our' Mercury, which inreferenceitoitsmas
terial parts, is below the degree of v/,
and needs digeftion, and that only to ma-
turateit to tﬁe height of v, T fay that
by the mixture of thofe two Venerial
Tinctures; thould be multiplied in 2 man-
ner infinitely. 511

. Of 8ol and Luna a fbtile: Tnfluesice:

Ere it ‘not: that; this Tinure

-which in the' Mercury is Sol and
Luna, were as a Soul,iithat is, a fpiritual
thing, it were impoflible § it 15 therefore
the very Dos fecunditatis whichis in Mi-
nerals (which doth appear in their Luna-
ry and Solary Tinctures) which was put
and planted on and in them, in the firft
Benedition of (Crefcite v Multiplicami-
i) which increafing is in fome things

juxta guantitatess ; Thisisin quality..
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Whereby the Earth receieth; refplendence.

O then the matter of Minerals is a
~:-dead paffive thing, 'in which there' is
included a Light which is cloathed (i~
tali Aura atheria) as I may {peak 5 this
form: of Light is it which doth aftuate
and fpecificate or determine the matter s
and this {plendor or Light is in all Metals,
Jol or Luna, which are confpicuous more
eminently in thofe two perfett Bodies
Gold and Silver, but are in other Mineral
Bodies more Clouded.and Eclipfed with
an earthly feculent interpofition between
the fulgor and the fuperfluities, which is
the Imperfetion of fuch Bodies; and'is
accompanied .with a rawnefs and incon-
ftancy in the Fire, the Impure carrying
away the Pure.




Sy e i

- —
S .-

— ——— = ————

44 ‘An Expofition nport

For what s Sol and Eusia, [aith Avicens
B_nt Earth which is pure %ﬁre & Red?

S'O't'-he'n; Sol and Lund is more formal
} then material 3 for the matter s a
grofs Terrene Subftance, but the form of
Lighe purifying the Subftance, is a moft
fubtile {piritual thing which doth ennoble
the grofsne(s of the matter by a Fire-abi-.
ding Tinthare. '

?}&g frome it the faid' C?;:#ﬂeﬁ, and then
That Earth will [tand but in Little flead.

Ut if this Tincture could be feparated

" from' the pomdws of the matter, the
remainder would be an unprofttable Ter-
reltriety: Our’ work therefore is for to
advance this Light by exaltation in the
matter 3 whichas it in'1ts fimplicity is but
in unity, {o'it may be brought to a Vir-
tue millenary, and gradually fo exalted;
that the matter would {eem to be quite
fwallowed up of the form 3 and yet in
this exaltation it is not the moles or pon-
dws that 1s the Solary or Lunary VirtLJe,
ut

s T
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. buta Light whofe multiplication is not
in the increale of pexdws, but in the cir-
culation of Natures, till the Heavenly
illuminate the Earthly with an immediate
Beam, all interpofition being removed
out of the way.

The whole Compound is called our Lead.

~Or to attain this admirable multipli-
cation Philofophers have fonnd out

a moft fubtile yet very natural Compofi-
tion, which hath been not a little fought
for by many : this the wile Antients;
both tn defcribe the Fountain of thefe
Myfteries, as allo tohide the Secret from
the unworthy, have myftically called

.} their Lead.

5 The quality of Cfmrnqﬂ’ from Sol and Lu~

#a dptb come,

| THis Lead, {0 called from the appear-
'§ 4 ing bafenefs of its original, is not-
| wuhﬁandmg of an admirable power, for
| it contains the Bath for So/ and Lwnas
. that is,the Sz and Moeon enter into it[{an;l
| en
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46 - | An Expofition upon”
(enid outtheir TinGuresinto-it, which 1t
receiveth; and like torafertile Soil enno=
bleth'itan hundred and an hundred fold-

'flmﬁ are'our Menfrites, both all and fome.

Hus have I in general given you a
- defeription of ‘our Menftrues, which
are three, Acetum, Flixir, and Azoth 3
which T thall now particularly defcribe.

Bodies with the firft #ie Caleine naturally;

L pegar, with infinite’ other names,
which it will be tedious for to recites and
with this is made our Magical Solution of
Sol; this, faith Sendivoginsis (Menstruum
wundi in [phari Lunag toties. rellificatum
ut poffit caleinare Solem.) «In this, {aith

the noble Author of the Hermetical Ar- -

canin, ismade Eclipfis Solis & Luna in
Candd ' Draconis : this is;i as Artephins
(aith, the only Inftrument in the World
for our Aft : for it cauleth the Sun'topu-
trefie 50 thatis, it loleth its-hard ‘compas
DI ction,

THE'ﬁfﬁ Menftrue we call our fharp Vi<
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the Preface of Sir G. Ripley. 49
ction, and makes it to be an impalpable
Powder, as faith the truch-telling Flzz-
mel. Inthis Calcination, as all Authors
teftifie, and our own Experience hath
taught us, Natures are united, Colours
are mingled, and one holds of the other,
and this is the period of the firft Men-

Jtrunmze, which ends in this Circulation.

But none which been unclean,

[ His Blacknefs many erroneoufly con-
%+ cetveto be uncleannefs, butitisnot
fo, for 1t is only the Sepulcher of our
King 5 in which, though he feem to have
loft what he was, yet from hence he {hall
arife what hé never was before.

E xcept ore.

A Nd verily there is nothing of an uns
~+ clean nature that entreth our Com-
pofition except one thing, which is the In-
{trument moving the Gold to putrifie; and
in regard that it doth naturally incline the

Body to putrifie,and is as it were the very
- grave of it, it is called by fome Philofo-

D phers
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phers Agunafetide,and by fome Mortis I
munditiess yetindeedit is not in 1ts own
nature unclean, but made pure, as pure as
the Art of the Artilt can make it with
the help of Nature, joyning Conlangui-
nty with Confanguinity.

Which s ufually

- Nawzed bjy"’{“hﬁ’ﬂﬁpﬁfﬂ their Lyon Grecea.

His hidden Body, or rather Chaos,
4 the Philofophers have highly extol+
led and deeply concealed, but they ufu-
ally call it their Green Lyon, whichmany
miftaking apply to Vexnuss, and fome to
Vitriol; which, is all one in a manner, V-
triol being only Copper corroded by an
embryonated Salt 5 but Fools, faith Rip-
ley (in his Errors) call it the Green Lyon.
1 thall difcover this Subjett to you, fo far
as I dare, in this following Song.

ey D e, e w
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The Learnedl
SOPHIES FEAST, ¢

‘ a 7 f"’_aﬁ?x*ﬁufa' s'.qﬁi;ﬂg and efernal Fame

Deferve, Learn thonthe LyonGreen

- to'tanee, _ |

But this before you can b y Art aitais,
7o ftndy hint to know thon v it be fain

lor 75 it, truft me, for a Seuepid I ool, _

Nor yet for'one browg bt up in vnlgar Schooky
I ihall hims therefore lively out ponrtray,
Left from this Basqguet you golean away.
This Song I'ftile the Learned Sophies Feaft,
TPrepare yoiir [elf to corse a worthy Gueft »
ITith Mind attentive to m 'y words give heed,
/ eit you, i7ftead of Meat, on Fancies feed.
1 bis horrid Reast, which we our Lyon call,
Hath many other Names, that no rzan fhall
The truth perceive, unlefs that God direct

|

Andon bis darkened Mind o I ight reflet.
D2 : 774
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Tis not becanfe this Subjel? doth confift
Of Animal Corsponents (ke that list
May well conceive ) that we do therefore ufe
The nawse r;_rfBe;:ﬂr s mor is it to abufe
The Readers s bewhoever o doth think,
With flupid Sots bimfelf doth hereby link,
But it's becanfe of the tranfeendent force
dt bath, and ﬁvr the rawnefs of its [omrce,
Of which the like is nowhere to be feen,
That it of then is nam'd the Lyon Green.
Now liften, and I fhall to you difclofe
The Secretwhich tirnes paft hath like 4 Rofe
Been hedged [o on every [ide with Briars,
That fow could pluck it at their-bearts defires
There is a fibftance of Metalline Race,
If yon the matter view, whofe lonring face
A Sophifter wonld at firf fight Jo fcare,
That be it to approach wonld never dare s
The form that s vifible 15 very vile |
And doth Metalline Fodies fo defile,
That noneto ‘_fél‘ it conld be I;r-ang;{1.t fo tf*iﬂ.ﬁ_
That thence fhould (pring bright T hebuys
‘Pearly Driuk :
And yet, Oﬂr.mge ! a wonder to relate,
At this Jame Spring naked Diana fat.,
17 ko hors'd Afkeon for his ventrows peeping;
This Spring two dreadful Eeafts have in

their keeping 3 Which

—
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Which drive away rafh Searchers to their wo,
Thent toinchant, the Art who do ot know.
Tet further for to anfwer your defire,

I fay this fubjeét never felt the fire

OF Sulphur Metalline, but is more crude
Then any Mineral, which doth delnde

Th unwary, and in Fire fugitive

Tis foundth’impure away the pure doth drives
And its Compowents are, A Mercury

Mos# pure,though tender, with a Sulphur dry
Incarcerate, which doth the flux reftrain,
And as in fhackles doth the [ame detain.
This Sulphur with malignant gualities .
Dorh fo the Mercnry infelt which with it lies
That thoughthey bave no fundamental union,
et bereby is debary’d the fweet communion

Which otherwife would furely intercede( L ead

Detween this Virgin-Nymph, which we call
And her dear Sifter which in Silver fireams
Runs down abundantly,then fhould the beams
Of bright Apollo caufe the ews which fall
From thefe commixed Waters, from the tall
Afpiring Mountains, gliding through the

Vales,
FEire to conceive of Nature, which avails
Do warmthe Bath for Sol, in which he may

Defcend and wafh,and with fair T hebe play,
D

. Till




L i I [ ST ——

—_— - -

-
=

':;z

An Expofition upon

L7l flefly and youth renewing, they be able
To' [bine with glory, aye nultiplicable.
Know then this Subj fﬁ which the [ure Bafe
Of all onr Secrets is,and it unc. :E 5 (price,
And chufe what thon fhalt find of greaiefi
.f&mc Sophifters, and follow my advice :
e not deluded, for the Truth is one,

"Tn not in many things, this is onr Stone.
At firft appearing in a Gitb defil'd,

And to deal plainly, it is Saturn’s Child ¢
Fis P?‘H‘E‘ 15 mean, bis venonm very great,
Flis conftitution mU dewoid of heat.

ft"”*”'rf‘ tis mixed with a Sulpbur, yet

This Sulphur is cor;f;:ﬁfbfe to get

Another Sulphur Metalline and pure,
And vrixwith the Mercuri. al part be fure.

bhis Sulphurin the .“anﬁ

f Aries feek,

Thére ball you find it, and thisis the Greek
Alcides, which with Jalon Yonriey took

7o Colchos, thisis it which ncver Book
As yet re uﬂ.ra'! d, and yet Twill proceed,
_;’-';rfJ greater ﬂ{}ﬁfﬂ 25 wnfold ufrﬁﬁmd
Ouy Jis.:y el itis no ways malleable,

It is Metalline, and its colonr fable,

IWith intermixed Argent, whichin veins

ﬁ.:r{* ﬂzl{rfb Ii!f:ffrf :rri'fi! éfﬁﬂﬂ?‘j‘ﬂ
ﬂ:IIFL ol

B J‘m‘fﬁ'.‘!’aﬂf
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The pure parts from the impure, they [halt
never

IWith Fire or Water for this work_diffever

Nor with the gardest Iron dig it thence,

For Steel *gainst this affordeth no defence.

8o eafily as any little Loy

A Giaut can fupprefs, this can deftroy

Alcides Brefi-plate, with his Target fiout,

And put oppofing Armies to the rout ;

Of Swords and Spears, O wondrowr force,
and yet -

The Sages this have [een, when they did (it

I Council, how this Fury they might tame,

Which (asunparallel’d) they then did name

Their Lyon Green, they fnffered him to prey

O» Cadmus Sociates, and when the fray

W as over, they with Dian’s Charms him ty'd

And made bin under Waters to abide,

And walli'd bim clean, and after gave him
Wings

To fly, much like a Drageon, whofe fharp
Springs

Of fiery Water th’ only way was found

Zo canfe Apollo bis Harp-firings to found.

T bis is the true Nymphs Bath, which we did
1,

fnd prov'd to be the Wife Mens Mercury.

pa L) B D4 In
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N this Song you have the Lyoz Grees
fo deferibed, that more I dare not,
more I cannot, unlefs I fhould pen you
down the Receipt werbatizz, which God
and Realon forbids.

He is the mean the Sun and Moon between,

Of joyning Tinures with perfeimefs.

Earn then to know this Gueer Lyon
and its preparation, which is all in
allinthe Are, 1t s the only knot, untje ir,
and you are: as good as a Malter 5 for
whatever then remains is but to know
the ourward Regimen of Fire, for to help
on Natures internal Work.

As Geber therennto bearcthwitnefs.

‘Oreover be not various, fecking that

in many things which is verily buc

in one thing s forin all the world there
is not any one fubject but this : Ripley,
after the Reeheéar(al of all his Errors, tells
you, That he never faw true Work but
one: AndGeber, Exaie (inquit) fingula
Y
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[imus experti, idgue probatis rationibus ¢
wihil invenimus preter Jolam wunétuofane
humniditatem penetrantem & Imge:zt:w 4
©ve. And Artephins {arth, There is.no
other fubject 1 the Wnrld for this Art,
naming it, although in a Phl]{}ﬁlphlck
manner, wonderous fubtilly., 1 counfel
thee, wnh Ripley, to learn to know this
one thing which [ have faithfully decla-
red, and [ know what I have declared ex.
* perimentally to betrue: He that under-
{tands me will have caufe to thank God
and me for what Light I have given to
Ripley :+ He thar with me underftands
Rzp!e; will eafily difcern.

With the ﬁ?ma?d which is an lwmidiyl
Vegetable reviving what earft was dead. -

OUr {ceond Water, or Menﬁrﬂﬂm, or
Fire, 1s our E]l}{l!‘ which is an Elix-
ation of our Matters, or drawing forth,
the Tin&ure cut uE‘ our diflolved Bo-
dies ; which doth caufe our dead Body
to rife, and to {pring forth in Sprigs and
Branches, like to the tender Grafs in the
Spring out of the Ficld; and this{o long
until .
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antil an intire Triprative Union be made
of Body, 'Soul and Spirit,  In this opera-
tion our Body of the Sun hath its dead
soles turned into a living quick active
Spirit, and our Compound after death be-
gins to (prout, and ro thew its true Vege-
tative nature, it is indowed with a green
Colour,which is the {ign of the growth of
all things.

Both Principles Materials must loofed be.

Ere your Natures are changed, and
hold one of another, and become
oneinfeparably 5 that is, the Solary Na-
ture is not to be. divided from the Ader-
cury, nor the Fire from the Water, but
with one the other isalwaysmoved 5 and
{o though there yet be 2 fperim and an
inferius , a0 afcendens an Jubfidens, yet
now gied eft fuperius eft ficwt 14 quod eft

jnferius.
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And Formals, elfe they ﬁsz#d in little [tead.

TOw between the two. Extreams of
Mercury and Sulpbur, you have a
marvellous zedinm ingendered : now the
form of Gold is taken quite away, and it
hath at prefent an accidental imperfeét
form, which is the mean through which
it pafieth to its tranfcendent perfe&tion,

Thefe Menfirues therefore kpow, I thee reed.

LAbﬂur with all thy might to attain the
skill of thefe two firlt Menftruums
Theoretically and Practically 5 the firft is
to be by thee prepared and proportioned
in the beginning, before thou attempt
any thing.  When thou haft the true
Nymphs Bath, then joyn this Spoufe with
her beloved Husband, and fee if fhe will
make his Body fall to funder in impalpa-
ble Atoms: Then let Saturs be thy Cham-
berlain, and let him gather together thele
diffevered members, and of them make
one broth, in which is blackne(s com-
pleat, after which followeth greenne(s ci
dan
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88  dn Expofition upon
and then fhalt thou know that thy Com-

pound is by the living God endowed with
a vegetable Soul. |

Without the which neither true Calcination
Done may be, nor true Diffolution.

E who knoweth not the Myftery of
thele two Menftrues, can never at-
tain either to Calcination or Diflolution
of the Philofophers: The Myftery of the
firft confilts in the acuating of thy Vine-
gar with the Blood of our Greer 7 yon,
and the Soul of  the Fieny Dragon, which
1s by feven Fagles, which are feven Co-
hobations and Depurations of thy femi-
nine Sperm, till 1t conceive a {piritual
leed, or true natyral heat, to animate thy
young King,
~ The Myltery of the fecond AMeuftrue
confiftsin the true proportion of thy firfk
Water, with its own Body, and the ad-
miniftration of true heat external, by
which the combat between the Fagles
and the Zyon may be ftirred up 3 thus thall
the Duel be ended, the Zyox rent in pie-
ces, and the Carrion of its Carcafs ﬂ;{ag
i
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kill the Eagles; and out of thefe Atoms

fhall the femnd Water be made apparent
by Diflolution.

With the third Humidity moff permanent.

He third Mesnflrueisby Artephins cal-
led the fecond Water, for our fe-
cond he doth joyn together with the firft s
although where he doth particularize the
three Fires, he doth' then diltinguifh
three Nex{rﬂuw:

The like ‘courle many Philofophers
have ufedinthe defcription of their Ope-
rations, fome omitting the firft, or at lealt
confounding ' it with the fecond , for
the greaterobfeuring of the Art.

- But we have (beyond what any have
hitherto performed ) particularly mf' {ted

“upon the three in order, and have taken

more pains in-the dtf&ﬂvcry of the firft,
becaufe the' wife Ancients have taken
{ich pains to conceal that moft ; and after
that we have made an ﬂrderly proceed-

ing .to the {eécond, which we have in like
fort handled, and this being performed,
we do now addrefs our felves to the
third. This

[S—— N
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6o | An Expofition uporn
- This 1s called by Ripley a moft perma-
-nent Humidity : and note by the way,
that the firlt Water is called by Authors
a permanent Water likewile ; but take
potice that there 15 a diffetent realon for
each denomination; for firft of all, all
-Mercury 15 Water permanént, that is; the
-parts have no Heterogeneity, they will
not leave one another in the éxamen of
the Fire, but etther all flyes and is uncon-
ftant, orelfe all abides and s conftant in
the tryal of Vaulcan : and (0 is our firlt
Menfirinm. Andin thisour. Mercury and
Commioni Mercury agree) befides the 1den-
‘tity of matter, for it is the form only
that diltinguitheth them: : But in the next
place, pur Water 1s permdnent with the
-Body, which Common Meréury: 1s. not 3
“that 1s, it by digeftion doth unite,, nét
only adhere to it, o that both together
-do make one fwdividunn; which i1s done
by our fecret Conjunction. 'But laftly,
. when the ‘Body is thus by our Water. re-
-duced, at laft it comes that the four Ele-
ihents are united 1o this Water.,  Afteér
Putrefaltion and Purification, which is
othe Jaft moft-Jaudable Tetraptive Con-
- junction,’
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junction, and now the; Tincture is the
Spirit, and the Spirit is the Soul, and the
Soul is the Body, and all thefe are one.

Incombustible and #ﬂ&'ﬂaw in bis Nature.

THis is our true Incombuftible Aler-

cury, for 1t is totally purged from all
its burning feculency s Go/d though it be
a pure Metal, in refpe(t of others which
are 1mperfelt,’ yet compared with jour
Stone it hath alfo its faxtesy but.this
when it 1s taken away by PutrefaCtion
and Ablution, then becomes a. total ifepa-

ration of what is precious from what is

vile, and as the Philofopher well faith; Tn
the troubles of this.our ftormy, Sea, ail
that is pure will afcend, and. all that is
impure defcend ; and will: abide. in the
bottom of the Veflel in the form ofia
combuft Earth ; then 1s made the new
Heaven and the new Earth, pray to God

then that thou mayft(ee when there fhall

be no more Sea. Yet I {ay before thou
haft this final Inceration, thou haft this
moft incombuftible M eﬂﬁmnm, and mofk
permanent,; in which Nature and Art

hav;-'_
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have confpired and made a Purification,

beyond what Nature alone could ever
have brought to pafs.

Therefore this Mercury, though it be
liquid and in the form of Merenrp, it is
notwithftanding Unctuous, that is, great
with Child, which Child is Sa/phur, which
Sulphur it will in the erd bring forth,
and (hall then be fesled up in the' belly
of this Infant; which is when all is fixed;
and Mercury 15 then hidden under the
fixity of Sulphur.

Hermes Tree unto Afbes is burns.

IT doth therefore naturally incline it
% (elf unto Inceration, for Earth is the
Naurfe of our Stene, and it s its virtue
attained, and its perfeCtion intire, accor-
ding to noble Hermes it his S aragdine
Table' s Vi ((aith he) ¢jus eft integra fi
verfa fierit in terran. By vertue of this
third permiatient pure incombultible Wa-
ter, thou fhale at laft attain a total o=
ceration 5 for this Water though it be
wholly Mercurial to fight, yet hath:it in
itsown Bowels its own Sulphur, nay it is'i
| al




all Sulphur, and that all imcombuftible,
This work is called the burning of He-
mes Tree to Afhes, which is done thrice :
firft, into a black un&uous Calx, as im-
palpable as Atoms, which are only to be
difcerned in the Sun-beams - {econdly,
1nto a fine white Calx, in which is the
Moon in the full : the third, a red Calx,

in which the Su» is Orient.” Now know
that the firft Calcination is from the ver-
tueof the Suz, in which the Suz (eeks to
rife, but by reafon of the equal oppofi-
tion it finds from the water, it is be-
clouded, and after through the nterpo-
fition of the Earth, totally Eclipfed.
- This Fire therefore, becaufe of the
mixture of it with the natural Fire of
Jol, which is in it diffolved, is called un-
natural 5 the firlt Fire of our Water is
called Fire againft nature, and the Fire
of the Sulphur of the perfed Body is cal-
kd Fire of nature. In this operation,
through the power and will of the Al-
mighty, the Body which hath been (o
long dead, is by this Water quickned,
and actually fprouts like to a Vegetable 5
for when the pores of it ‘are opened by
E the
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the moiftning of ‘our Water, it ftraight
begins to follow the Spmtupnn the Fire,
the Spirit then doth mount aloft 5 which
the Body thus made tender cannot fol-
low, but as the Poet faith, #on paffibus -
#quis, as a Son that is lietle followeth his
Father. It therefore in a token of its
friend(hip with the Water, doth bud
forth like to the tender Froft upon the
furface of the Earth, and retains a quan-
tity of the Water with it (elf; occupying:
a_middie room betwecn the bottom and:
the top; in which refpects the Philofo-
pheis have called it their Soul, which to’
fhew its union to the Body, rifeth no’
higher then it can have a root or Bafis
below 3 and to manifelt its love to the
Spirit, it doth as' it were climb after it
hrgher and higher for 1ts {ealon, until at

length it return from whence it'came:- . '1

And verily this Soul 1s the Magnftlr:ak
Medinn between the Spirit and the Bo-
dy, which doth dcfire the Spirit as its:
true drinks and therefore as it grows
dry, it dmh attract the greater drops of
fweat, which falling to the Earth, arife
in a Pleafant fume, and do moiften the
grow-

tur
ind
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the Preface of Sir G. Ripley:. 6%,
growing virtue with a pleafant dew, by
reafon of which it grows every day more
and more. s e SR

This Tree of ours fome have compa-
red to one thing, and fome to another 3
{ome to"a Cyprefs or Fir-Tree, which
indeed may feem to refemble it 5 others
to Haw-Thorn Trees, as Ripley in his

Gate of Cibation 5 others to Shrubs and
Buihes, others to thick Woods, and in
thefe Woods, (aith Zamb/print, there is
a Beaft all over black. I confefs thereis
3 fimilitude between our Germination,
and all thefe 5 others, becanfe of the
Humidity of the Compound , which is
ever and anon returning by drops, have
hikened it to a moorith low Bog, in which
Ruthes grow, and Toads keep; others
have called it their Coral, which is in-.
deed the fitteft comparifon, for in our

Tree there are Shoots and Sprigs, with-

out any thing that may be properly

likened to Leaves: as then Coral 1s an
union of a Vegetable and a Stony na-
ture, {0 is it in our Tree, ( for Stones,
and Minerals are of one Compofition Joug
Tree is Metalline, and yet through the
E3 poweE
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66 Au Expofition upon

_pbﬁ?er-nf' God. it feems to Vegetate.

2ly. Coral grows under the water, whets
one would think no Vegetable could
grow ; ours al{o grows in a heat in which
no Vegetable but it felf can grow.
3ly. Coral hath many Sprigs and Bran-
ches without Leaves; {0 1s our Tree.
4ly Coral as it is under water hath a
moft exquifite biting taft,’ which in the
Air it quickly lofeth 5 fo our Stone, or
Tree Metaline, in its place is of a pon-
tique Fiery nature, but taken out, 1t in
a {hort fpace lofeth the {ame irrecovera-
bly. sly. There are five forts of Coral,
the common Gray, the Milk White, the
Green, the Bloud Red, and the Black 3
fo our Tree is at his periods of all thefe
colours, and in this form, which Tree by
the heat of the Fire is dryed to a Calx,
which 1s called the Alhes of Flermes Tree.
Laftly, Coral is more heavy then any
other Vegetable 5 and (o is our Tree be-
yond all Vegetables, yea and Coral it
felf, in ponderofity. It was not there-
fore a fortuitous comparifon that Philo-
fophers named their Maftery the Tree of
the Eefperides, nor is it in vain that they
bring
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the Preface of Sir G. Riplev. 69
bring in 74fon pouring Broth at the Root
of it to attain the Maftery s for verily
the wife Philofopher (noted by Yafor )
{o governing his Fire, that the Lunary
or Water of the Moo may return to the
Earth in which thefé Trees grow, the
Earth will at length be o dryed by the
heat of the Sun, that it {hall afford the
Tree no more moifture 5 then fhall the
Tree it {elf be calcined by the prevailin
heat, into a Powder impalpable, fir
black, then white, then red. | Therefore
isour little Glals by Flam el in his Sum-
mary named the ‘Philofophers G drden, in
which the Sux rifeth and fecteth, and the
Philofophers Tree 1s moiftned with the
dew of Heaven day and night without
intermiflion. -

It is our natural Fire moft fure

THis Mercnry drawn out of 'the 'Su is
the true natural heat, in the acua-
ting and {tirring up of Which 1s the whole
fecret of the Maftery 5 this'is the honou-
red’' Salt, when this ¥ made to appear thy
operations will be fo admirable, that'they
o E3 will
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will take up thy whole worldly content,
and with their variety the time will feem
fo fhort, that thou wilt not take notice of
any tedioufnefs in the paffing of it.

Our Mercury, onr Sulpbur, our Tinture pure.

"I His is our Mercury which cannot be

attained with money, which is no-

thing but Sulphur, and Jy}p&nr which is
nothing but Tincture, in which all Ele-
ments are proportioned perfectly.

Our Soul, onx Stase birn up with wind,
T the Earth ingendred. Bear this in mind.

~1=His is our Body, which is now be-

% come all Soul and all Spirit, all'the
pure parts are {eparated now totally from
the uncleanne(s of the dead ; it is out
Stone, though it be as yet volatile, yet it
hathall in it effential to our Stone, and
therefore though it fly and fublime for
the {pace of feven times, yet his Nurf(e is
the Earth, and therefore to it as to its
Neftjt returns, and in feven fublimations
what was before all Heaven, will now
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become all Earth. And this is the period
of all the Rotations, and Natures con-
fummatior, '

This Stone alfo tell thee I dare,
Is the vapour of Metals potential.

Nd now if any fhould demand of us

A what our Stone is, we fhall an{wer
him, thatitis Gold digelted to its height
of purity and perfection, through the co-
operation of Art and Nature 5 but the
means to get this, is to learn to turn thy
Body into a vapour, that is, into Mercury,
which then alcends in form of a vapour.

How thou fhalt get it thou muft beware,
For Tnvifible truly is this Menftrual. (cal,
Howbeit with the [econd Water ‘Philofoy bi-
By feparation of Elements it may appear
To fight in form of Water clear.

Ut the means to attain this is not a
light work , it requires'a profound
meditation, for this is the Seed of Gold,
( which as the Poet fang, rec/ufa refedit
fonging) it is involved in many links,
| E 4 and
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-and held Prifoner as it were'in a deep
-Dungeon ; {0 that as the noble Szndivow
hath it, it is the work of a very wife
Philofopher to let loofe Sulphur he that
knows not our two firlt’ Mexftruals, is
altogerher fhut out from attaining to the
fight of this third and laft Menftrue 5 yet
he who knows how to prepare the fir{t
Water, and to- joyn it to the Body in a
Jult pondus, to fhut it up in its Veflel
Philofophically, until the Infant be for-
med, and.what is the greateft of all, to
govern his Fire dexteroufly, (o as to che-
rifh Internal heat with External, and can
Wait with patience till he fee his figns,
he fhall fze the firlt Water will work on
the Bodyitill it hath opened the pores, -
and extradted partly the Tincture of Sl
‘Which as it comes out gradually, fo it
contefts with the firlt Fire again(t Na-
ture, {0 lopg till they be reconciled in
an imperfelt mediun: 5 in which they,
like to weary wounded Combatants, lye
galping and panting for breath, and at
length dyes and then appears the (Econd
Water of, the wife, which doth afcend
and defcend {0 long till it ruine the dead
11 St : Cao
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Sulphur, or Fire of Nature.

the Preface of Sir G, Ripley. va:

Carkafs, and then a Soul comes into it,
and it vegetates and circulates, and chan:
geth colours (o long, till Blackne(s vanifh-
ing there be made a perfect union and
univerfal temperament of Elemental qua-
lities, never more to contend together
then the whole Compound for a time
appears like to a new glorious Water,
glittering like Oriental Pearls,, and

Fifh-eyes.

Of this Menfirue by Labour exuberate,
With it may be made Sulpbur of Nature,

His is it which Raynund . calls his
Mercury exuberate, as much as to

ﬁi}f ﬁffrfy?j; with Chlld _(frn,p)';lm.r cal-
leth it, the Salt pregnant, fox it bath Sul- -
pfmr aftu*ﬂl} hidden under the Mercurial
quicknefs 3 - therefore it by digeftion is
cafily tarned into our Stone, which is
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If it be well and kindly acuate,
And circulate into a Spirit pure,
Then to diffolve thon mui# be fure
Thy bafe with it in divers wife,
As thow fbalt know by thy pradtife,
That point, &c.

THis Mercury thus renqvate or new

born, may by the Philofopher be
diverfly handled ; for he may take hig
work from the Fire, and circulate and
cohobate this Mercury by a peculiar ope-
ration, which i1s partly Mechanical, till he
have a moft admirable pure fubtile Spi-
rit, in which he may diffolve Pearls and
all Gems, and multiply them or his Red
Stone, before 1t be united with a Metal
in projection for the making of Aurunz
Potabile. And in this Mercury thus cir-
culated, is doubtlels the Myftery of the
never-fading Light, which I have a¢tually
feen, but yet not pradtically made. Ina
word, every one who hath this exube-
rate Mercury, hath indeed at command
the fubje& of wonders, which he may
imploy himfelf many ways in both admi-
rably
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the Prefaceof Sir G, Ripley. 73
rably and pleafantly. And certainly he
that hathi this, néeds no information from
another ;' himfelf now f{tanding in the
Centre, he may eafily view the Circum-
ference, and then operation will be, next
to the Spirit of God, his beft Guide.
Know then, that if thou be a'Son of Art,
when thou art once arrived hither, thou
art {o far from being at the end of thy
{fearch, (unlefs thou make Gold to be
thy final obje, and {o thou fhalt never
come hither ) that thou art but now
come into the Myftical School of the
hidden wonders of God, in which thou
maylt every day fee new Miracles, if
thou be ftudious and defirous of know-
ledge, which all Adepti are 5 they prize
skill before any earthly thing, and there-
fore refufe Honour and Pomp, and retire
only to the beholding of God and his
Works, in this admirable Looking-glafs
of the moft hidden Myfteries of Nature.
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For fo together they may be circulate,
That is, the bafe 0yl and vegetable Menftrual,
S0 that it be by labonr exuberate, *
And made {ry craft a Stone celeflial.

YEt doth not wifdom come naked,

but with her fhe brings riches and

length of days; for this exuberate Mep-
enry 1s an Hermaphrodite, and may withs
out taking out of the Glafs be circulated
into a fifth Effence.

Now the union between the ¢wo Prin-
ciples, is the very true caufe of this ¢irs
culation; for though in this laft Mew-
ftrunm there is an infeparable onenefs |
yet the Components do give each their
moft noble quality to exalt the tran(cen:
dency of our Medicine:” The extreme
Components of this third Meni#ruunt,
are the Sulphur and Mercuriality of the
fecond 5 as the firft Menftrue ; and Sol
our Body, were the extremes of the fe-
cond. The bafe oyl, our Sulphuris called,
for he is the unctuous Dragon, or Earth
which lyes at bottom without wings, and

isthe Bafis as it were of the Work, The

Mer-
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Mercury 1s called Vegetable, for that it
flyes and returns, and makes the Earth to
{fprout and bud with tender branches.
Thefe two (the bafe oyl or Sulphuy, and
the vegetable Menitrue ) at laft make one
intire indivilible {ubftance, which is of
an Hermaphroditical quality, the Man is
the Woman, and the Woman the Man ;
the Sulpbur the Mercury, and the Mercury
15 the Sulphur 5 in this refpe the Earth
flyeth as 1f it were Heaven, and at length
the Heaven will precipitate in the form
of Earth, and then is our work at an end,
there 1s the Harveft in the South, when
the glorified Soul is become a fpiritual

Body, which is called our Stone of Pa~
radile,
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Of nature f6 Fiery that we it call,

Our Bafilisk, or our Cockatrice,

Our great Flixir moft of price. .

For as the fight of the Bafilisk bis objett

Killeth, fo flayeth it crude Mercury,

When therenpon he is projec?,
 Jutwinkling of an eye moft fuddenly.

That Mercury then teyneth permanently

Al Metals to Gold and’ Silver perfite.

Thws guide thy bafe both red and white.

T His Heavenly Earth is true Mineral

Fire, which is then refembled to'the
Jun 10 1ts Summer Solltice 5 it is called
Venom, becaife it penetrates Metals (o
wonderfully; it is called our Bafilisk, our
Cockatrice,our Zyrian Poifon, though in-
deed it be an excellent Medicine, in
which refpect it is called our incompara-
ble ineftimable Elixir. But the denomi-
nation of Balilisk it retains from its fid-
den operation upon Meréury ;5 for it pe-
fetrates it in projection, as warm Oyl
rups into finking Paper, even to the pro-
fundity of it, Let thy Mercury therefore
be taken asit is crude bought at the
Apo-
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Avpothecaries, and thou fhalt fet it in a

Crucible to the Fire, in fuch a heat as the -

Mercury may not fume 5 and when it is
{o hot that it is ready to fly, which you
{hall difcern by a {purtling noife, throw
uponit of your Medicine as much as will
teyne it, and you fhall fee that ina mo-
ment it will enter it, and {traightway the
Mercury lofeth its flux, and {tands con-
gealed. Then it is to be nelted by a
Fire of fufion, and you fhall find pure
Gold or Silver, according to the quality
of your Medicine. But if you caft your
high Elixir in too great a quantity on
Mercury, you fhall find in the Crucible
after proje(tion, a brittle mafsof the qua-
lity and colour of the firft Medicine, only
of a lower virtue, which then you may
project upon any inferiour Metal, and it
will tran{mute it into molt perfet. This
operation is not apparent or to fight, as
is the work of Sophifters, but it is both
inward and outward, for it tranfmuteth

mto a perfet {pecies, and not only to
{fhew. This is the way of proje&tion both

of thy white and thy red Quinteffences,
firft to caft them upon Sof or Luna,ac-
cording
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cording as thy Medicine is, and after that
to make projection on Mercury again and

again, till you find the true extent of
the virtue of your Stone.

Aurum Potabile thus is made,
Of Gold not commonly calcinate.

ANd now I come to the (econd reward
that Wifdom doth bring with her,
and that is length of dayss;-and here 1
have tranfpofcd fome few Verfes of Rip-
leys concerning  Aurnue Potabile | that
what he faith in this point may be repre-
{ented in view together, Method inviting
me to it. Some propound the Medicine
of Anrunz ‘Potabile to be Extralted out of
8ol pure, by corroding ‘with Agua Re-
gia, and afterwards levigating it by rei-
terate Calcmations ia the Fire, and ma-
nual Contritions.  This Calx fo (ubti-
" lized, fome attempt.to refolve by Mexn-
frues; (as they call them) but in vain,
there being only one Menifrunn that
hath the power to refolve both Gold, and
all'{ublunary Bodies, to their firlt matrer.
‘Paracelfys the firlk Author of this; did
name

0a
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name this diffolving Water his Alkaheft,
his Tgnis Gehenne, his (orrofivun Jpecifi-
enm, With many other names. This Me-
dicine thus made of Gold by the Alka-
heft, s it is Philofophical and real, fo it
is very excellent, and known only to the
Adepti. . DB -
- Yet this is not our great Medicine, for
this being but a refolution of Gold iniits
unary fimplicity,- doth afford to us only
the moft exquifite Medicine that is in
Gold, as itis made and left by Nature,
which partly for its fimple vertue, and
partly for its Metallick determination,
doth not enter our Conftitutive Princi-
Ples, and conféquently cannot touch or
reach long life.

But of our TinEuve which will not fade,
Out of our bafe drawn by our Menitrug

circulate.,

BII: when as we have by our Art exal«
7 ted Gold from an unary to a milles

nary perfection, and advanced it from its

grofs corpulency to a Spiritual Tincture,
‘which is unfading, and of all Sublunary

F things,
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80 An Expofition upon
things the moft durable, then out of this
fo glorious and triumphant in an uni-
vérfal virtue, we do-make an Oyl {o cal-
led by us, (though it be permifcible by
mixture in any -Liquor ) which Oyl 1s
the very Tree of Life, which prevails
and triumphs over all the Miferies n
the world. ‘For it is not Metalluiz, but
tranfcending all Metalline things : This
Tintture is' extracted out of Gold, not as
Tinétures are drawn by the Saf Circula-
turz .of Paracelfus, but by an univerfal
changing of the Sickne(s of the Metalline
off-{pring, into aitrue pofture of Health 3
by which means it is able to heal all Me-
talline Bodies from their Leprofie, and
being refolved by its ownVegetable Hu-
midity, which is our firlk Menffrue, circu-
lated till the Water have a ferment fiom
the Bodies, and the Bodies from the Wa-
ter, it will give a Spiritual Tincture,
fparkling like the flame, to taft molkt
{eet, to [mell moft pleafant, the molft
ancomparable: Treafure of the whole

World.

And
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And for thy first gronndprincipal,
Underfland thy Waters Menstrual.
Ow Ireturn to that which went be-
~ fore concerning this Medicine, which
I pafled over in that place, thac I might
“here bring'itin together 5 and indeed He
“Who will- kfiow this Myftery, he muft in
the firlt ‘place learn' to know his /i/zs-
ffrual Waters,” for withour this know-

‘ledge he can never come to this Mafterys

for with' the third MenFrimm, ( connt-
ing three according to Kipley ) or tHe
fecond Water, (making the firft and f@-
cond iuto one, with Artephius ) is this
fragrant Balfam made : And verily the
whole i but Cohobation, the firlt Witer
being cohobated fo long upon the' Bo-
dies, till it receive from them a quality
of natural heat 5 yet {o 4sthat the qua-
lity of its own Fire, which is corruptive,

and (o again(t Nature, be mingled in way

of attion and paffion with the narural
Fite. This'makes a Fire tnnattiral, and is
the fecond " Water, in which ‘colours rife

and fet frequently, and then by cohoba-

F 2 ting
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. ting it till Fire of Nature have wholly
fubdued his Adver(ary, and made a per-
fect peace and union with it. Then all is
Fireof Nature, then the Clouds are fcat-
tered and the Light appearss and this 1s i
our third Water, the {ubject of wonders,
which being one alone, doth from that

|
time all operations within it felf, con- ]
gealing, relenting, calcining, exalting, 35
{ubliming and fixing all Elements, being
linked here inviolably to the making up o
of that great Myfterium nsagnuns, Which H
Faracelfus defciibed, but knew it not 3 .
we both know it, and have feen it, and a
what we do know and have {een, we do I
faithfully relate. S]
And when thou haft viade Calcination, :

Tncreafing not wasting moifture radical,
Until thy bafe by oft [ubtilation,

I’Ffﬁ figﬁ_f{}' flow as W ax on a Metal. ]:
Then loofe it with thy Vegetable Menfirnal,
T1ll thou have Oyl thereof in colonr bright. Wi

’I‘Hereﬁ::-re labour thou to bring thy Go
Gold to a Calcination, not by Cor- for

rofives, but by Mercury, not into a Pow-
der
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der red and dry, but into a Calx black
and unctuous, and multiply moilture by
our true Virgins Milk 3 then circulate
thele Natures together, till they will flow
like unto Wax upon a Plate of Metal,
which is the fign of the true Tin&ture of
Luna. Continue thy Fire till the fixt
again relent of its own accord, till the
dry become moilt again, and till a Soul
return ; then fhall thy Tin¢ture proceed
forward to a new Germination, and fhall
pe indowed with a Vegetative Soul. Go-
vern thy Bath {weetly, until thou have a
Tindyre of Citrine, which is a fign that
thy Water is now impregnated with the
Oyl immarcefiible.

Then isthat Menstrunm vifible to fight.

T Hen fhalt thou difcover what before

was hidden, and féc what before

was 1nvilible, and fhalt {ay with the Phi-

lofopher, O Nature, how thou makeft

Gold volatile that was moft fixed ! There-
fore have they pafled one into another.

13 3 Aﬁ*
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./i’fz Oyl is dmwzz ont in the mfuur of Golds .

7 His 1s our: Virgins Milk. crf the Sun,
which 1s yellow s with tliis and our

perfect Tintture, we make our Blefled
Qyl, which hath not its Peer,among all*

the works of God, next to:the; Immortal
Soul of man; the Glafs of Tri-unity, the
Sabbath of pperfection. © O happy they
that attain to,it!

« Or like thereto out of fine red Leads

N7 Etia ficeedanenn of this noble Medis

C1 ne 1s found in the loyns of Saturz,
in the bowels of our defj 1E?::d Infant,
which femé ‘true.and In}.al Sons of N
ture, through the great mercy of God,
have -attained, without knowing 'our
oreat Areanurz;whicha man Wﬂuld think
matvellons.

This: is-ourvved Lead, our Mercury
effencificate and cnagmated into a chaos
of. Spiritual, Geld , and- after ' diffolved
into a quinteﬁbnce as red as Bloud;
*wmch bc:cauﬁ:‘- It Is m.xde out of the very

Effen-
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Eflential Mercury of our Stone, which is
our firft Water, I fhall leave it undi(€o-
vered, which otherwife (ifit:might be
explained without danger-of proftituting
the other Secret to unworthy people )
I would for the good of Mankind: pro-
claim it with Trumpets. by %

| Which Raymund faid whesx be was old, |
Much reove then Gold wonld fland in flead.

His' Oyl or Quintefience, this Balfaim

of Health, we do’ therefore prize

for i1ts wonderful virtue, not {o muchifor
that by means of it' Poverty, that gréat
{hare, may be avoided, “but for its won-
derful prevailing excellency’ againfk -all
Difeafes both of body and mind, as wit-
nefleth Zully, Trevifan, Avtephins, with
that excellent Book intituled dnrez Hora,
or Cﬂ#ﬁtrgfﬁ{ Antrora. "
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, ¢
For whesn be was for Age near dead, t
e made ithéreof Aurum Potabile, g
« Which him revived as men mright fee. I
Slae o il bi
BY vertue of this Quinteflence Arte- 0
2Y hiws teftifieth, that he lived above d
a thoufand vyears : Flammel allo recor- W
deth of it, that it triumpheth over all n
the Miferies of the World. Yohannes de al
Laznioro is more bold, and {aith, thav if o
in the Agony of death a man thould taft Q
but'a Grain of i, all the mortal Peftilence W
would depart from him. =~ B th
":8ince then this Knowledge is (o won- Y
derfully profitable, being the very Look- Ai
ifig-glafs of Natute, the Antidote again(t t
Poverty and Sicknefs, and confequently ol
the Cut-throar of Covetoulnels, Pride, W
-Ambition, and fuch like fordid Affecti- te
ons, who would not beftow a little time | w
inthe Inquiry of it? In which let me e
affure thee in the very words of Trevifan, M
the Art is fo plain, that if it were na- n
kedly deferibed it would be contempti- o
bjé: 'And yet in vulgat Mechanicks, how i
frequent s it for men to ferve feven, i
1,,,,:: ¢ ore it 14 A F Y tight‘




eight, yea ten years Apprentifhip to at-
tamthem? And in fome that are a little
more ingenious, how frequently are con-
fiderable fums of Money beftowed to
boaot 2 Yet in this noble Art, fo far ex-
celling all Humane Sciences as the Sun
doth a Candle, who will imploy himfelf
with diligence ? unlefs it be fome Money-

minded Sots, who feek only for Riches; -

and yet how (oon are even they weary »
So that few or none perfilt in their In-
quiry, (ave a few Roguith Sophifters
who live by Cozening ; by reafon of fuch
the Artis {candalized, and ill fpoken of :
Yet truft me, for I {peak knowingly, the
Art is both true and eafies yea {o ealie,
thatif you did fee the Experiment, you
could not believe it: I made not five
wrong Experiments in it, before I found*
the truth, although in fome particular
turnings of the Ewncheirefis, I erred oft 3
yet {o, as I in my error knew my felf a
Matlter, and in lefs then full two years
and a half, of a vulgar Tgnoramaus, 1 be-
came a true Adept, and have the Secret
through the goodnefs of God. And that
?hiq is true, there are thofe alive that can

‘bear

the Preface of 3:'? G, Ripley. 8y
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bear ‘witnefs' to this'my writing, which"

I'penn’d for the fake'of the Ingenious,
that they may have Ariadne’s  thread
firetched out'to guide them 5 (0 with the
bleffing of God they thall by their own

Experience fée and know; that' T wrote-
nothing but what the Light of Experi--

ence' (far beyond all' imaginary conje-
faures) hath taught me‘to be true.

AI\H novo 'my Mufe ,-let ‘it not irksorse
eent ! |

To thee of Natures MySteriesito fing,
Thofe hidden Myfteries which many deens

Nought but délitfions with'them for to bring. |

This is th’ opinion of theVuldar rude,

To whom there’s bardly any felcouththing,

But [eeris 5 Tuggling trick, that wonld
delnde

Their fancies with an empty wondering 5

Thevefore againit it they with thundéring

' words dﬂ_ ring,

There'is a fiery Stone of Paradife,
So'¢all’dbecanfe of its Celeftial hemw,
Named of Ancient years by Sages wife
Elixir, made of Earth and Heaven new,
Ana-
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Anatically mixt 3 firange to vélate,
Sought for by many, but foundout by fews.
Above vici(fstudes of Natureyand by fate -~
Inerdortal, like a - Body fixt tofhew,

Whofe penetrative wertye proves av Spirit
brie.

His property is.as'the Sages told, .
Metals imperfeck ( which befove would burs)"
8ix 40 tranfmntt into most perfeit Gold, =~
And frve into the finest Silver turn,
Not equalled by Metals of the: Mines
Which while fome feek, they madly feen:
B0\ [purn -
The pricks, which proves in th’ end 2 bad
defigiy il
And gives them caufe [adly avlength to
Vamonrny s CRETN (S )
And to bewail their deftiny. like\ mep: for-

lorn.

For why, they do'not well p#‘evie’;:fi'mtc
7 he nature: of the thing: they wonld attains-
The only thirst of Gain doth animate '
Thefe Gold-adoring wretches, who niain-
tain o ¢ "
Their mad expencewith many d"ﬂ#ﬁd‘-i%e;
. _ b
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Nor from falfe perjury will they refrain s
Tbys they allnre fools by trerj,ﬁ

To truit their dotage for the bope of gain,
This laft fo long, till in the [uds they both

reIERET,

Then Covetanfnefs wrangles with Deceit,
And curfes bim for all bis lewd expence ;
The other being confiious of bis cheat,
With fubtle words doth make a [y defence.
But what is paft can never be vecall'd,
This grieves the Churl, who vows for that
affence | T
He'l iﬂ;ie the Jugglers future pranks fore-
¥ |
L'fy; him in Gaol, O monflrous change !

yzf'mm thence
e great Stone-maker through a Grate doth
beg for pence. '

But be who will a fiudious Searcher be

S}{ Truth, let him [uch Sopbisters efchew,
nd if be will but be advis'd by me,

Of falfe ways I'le him warn, and fhew bine

Frue.

Beg bumbly of thy God to be thy guide,

For thou mu pafs through bidder ways, b
Jew | ﬁdcuf:
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Traced 5 and that thy [uit be not deny'd,
Intreat of him thy heart for to remew,
Thuys qualifi'd thow mayit thy Journey nee

VEr rHe.

I‘J;:.x;t learn to know the different Kingdoms
toree,

T which all fublunary things are wroughe,

Unoveil the hidden Bodies, whofe degree

Is j_mbg, though their place full low be
onght ; :

Ts which refpect they bear the Planets
names,

Aund they to fuch aVirtue may be broughs,

Which anfiver may the painful Cb_rmgﬁ’.r
arwis, ,

And it perform , which will furpafc the
't.ﬁﬂngét

Of the rude Vulgar , who by only fenfe are
tanghts

Zhe Wife mens Books with diligence perufe,

Lrom which, if diligent, thou mayft dif-
cern

What fubstance ’tis they for their Matter

chufe,

 Alfo their bidden Agent thon mayft learm:
They
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They tell thee che what things thou [honlds?
refufe; e

And of erroncons Works they will thee warn;

Their counfel take, [0 fhalt thou never lofe

Thy coft ne labonr 5 alfo thow mayft earn

Riches and Health, the one to other: fub-

altern.

Tet pains. and labour fee thou do not grudge,

Nor coft, although a listle will fuffice 5

Tet Truth at firft to find thou may not judge,

"Tis well if fanlts at length will make thee
wife : _

Nor be thow aver-heady to believe - (nice

The Shell of words,whichtbens who are not

Zo fever Truth from Falfhood, do deceive,

That theyto win 1 fbadowlofé a prize :

To fever Corn from Straw I therefore' you
advife.

And if you pleafe to take we for your Guide,
I'le yow unto a goodly Castle lead,

A Caftlesabich to bold all proofis try'd,

8o that there's none within its Walls may
widreadn |
But be who favour'd is with [pecial Grace,
No. otherititleanyone may plead : _
o And

Bl e
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And fbe who s Queen-Regent of the place,

Is"Nature call’d; fhe in Jehovahis flead

Doth fit and vule, for [benext under God
# Headl. -

This 'Caftle round by force Tnexpugnable,
Whofe Compofitior's  Homogeneal,
Tnmortal ever flands, that none is able
To conguer it by ‘force, though frand withall
Concur s its ftanding is fo firmly ftable,
No way to florm it, thoughwe. conld recall
Great Hercules, ‘tis fo inviolable :

And yet withall its Beauty is fo aniable.

Twelve Gates it hath, and yet they are but
one,
And thefe twelve Gates bave but one only
Lock,
So that yon cither open all or none
Nor can yon force it open with a knock.,
For violence cannot it break_in [under,
Thofe who attempt it the event doth mock s
Nay though you conld call down the dread-
ful Thunder,
It would nothing avail 5 who [0 his fhock,
Shall thus imploy, veay walk at length in
thread-bare Cloak.
There
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There is one only Key, this learn to know
Ard make. then I will you a Mafter name,
This K ey the entrance of the I och will fhow,
* And being enter'd will unlock the fame:
Which being done, 80 you fball opes fly
The twelve Gates of this Caftle, great in

ame, . 5 s T b
Little in bulk, which once 1did efpy;

Alfo within it a moft noble Game

2dme.

FINIS.

Fought 'twixt anEagle volant,anda Lyon

Pri
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Si:r (}'—EI{‘.’JRG;E“ RMIPL ET’s
Compound of wAlchymic
Expuu;nded'b}r a Son of ArT.

e -Th'-_e firft Gate opened, -
K F-LWhich is

CALCINATION.

Calcination is the T’arga tiom of our Stone.

3 E have led thee as it were by,
i; ‘} the hand through many 2
| - ' walte Field, and many a De-
fart and Thicket, and now lift up your
e€yes and behold where you are, and
now welcom my Friend into the Garden

of the Philofophers 5 here you may be-,
hold (like a Landskip) avery glorious
Caftle, walled about with a.very high
wall,: and twelve Gates one fullowing

another hindering your' entrance and.
| G 2 polleflion

97
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pofieffion of it at will, one being opened
the reft open of themfelves, and yield
to thee a far more renowned Conqueft,
thenever Cefaror Alexander won. The
firft Gate loe is as it were dug hollow
into the Earth, and little to be feen above
the Superficies : view well the Infcrip-
tion which is written over it, which is
the words of that Curfé which God in-
flited ot Adam, in the day that he fell,
Duft thou art, and unto Duft thon [halt re-
turn. Mark the Efcutcheon thar is fet
forth upon the Gate, this fignifies unto
thee, that fome Great Perfon is dead
within, therefore behold the Attendants
all ftand in Mourning ;5 among(t whom
one with this verle of Solomor , I am
black , but comely, &rc.

This Lady the Sages have called Funo,
or the Metallick Nature, which is indeed
very comely, yet black, for why the Sun
hath {hined upon her. Another who
feems to fupply the room of the Porter,
fpeaks unto you inthefé words, Nothing
entreth hither that defileth, or that is un-
clesn.  But enough of this, we muft not
here ftand gazing, left we be .taken for

Spyes;

lio
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Spyes 5 but we will knock for a Guide,
who may go along with us 5 for know
that this Caltle is a Garrifon, and muft
not be viewed without a Guide, who
may conduct us in and out, and fhew us
what the places are through which we
pas. And now he is come; T fhall ac-
?aint you fomewhat of his conditions,
that you may know how to pleale him,
that he may be the more willing to go
along with you in the right way, and
not leave you, as he hath done {fome, nor
miflead you, as he hath done others, who
when they have attempted this work
with good fuccefs in the knowledge of
matters requifite, they notwith{tanding
have farally erred, not knowing how to
pleale their Guide, who hath a humour
of his own not to be equalled in the
World ; and if you make him either ful-
len, or cholerick, you had as good give
over the enterprife.

Firlt of all then know, that for his
parts he 1s a very ftupid Fool, there is
none more (imple among all his Bre-
thren; yet is he moft faithfull to his
Loxd, and doth all things for him moft
03 pru-
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prudently, ordering all things in the B
e P

mily very difcreetly 5 which ‘
afcribe to a natural inftinét, then-to any
quicknef(s of parts. He is very faithful,
for that caufe he will never either ask or

anfwer any, queftion, but goes on filent-

ly : ‘Nor will he ever go before you, but
follow 5 youmuli ke very wary how you
lead him, if he can find an opportunity
he will give you the flip, and leave you
to a world of misfortune. By his coun-
tenance you fhall know whether he be
plealed or difpleafed : therefore lay bonds
on him, that 1s, (hut him clofe where he
may not get forth,. then go wilcly be-
fore with heat, and ever. obferve his
countenance as he follows 5 his anger
you fhall know, by rednefs in his coun-
tenance, and his fullennefs by his lampi(h
behaviour 5 in his good temper he 1s in-
different active ang merry 5 and fo you
fhall pafs on forward, or turn, or go back,
as'you fee his countenance and temper
snclined. In the next place you are ta
underftand, that he was born to be a
drudge, and is the very Servant unto all
his Brethrep ; and hereupon he dqth as it
3 e T wWCEiC
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were monopolize the whole toyl and
task of labour to himfelf, and if you go
about to do any thing, he will prefently

take {nuff, and will leave you all the

work to do, and will not do one {troke
more. _

‘Thirdly, he through long cuftom hath
gotten a habit of perpetual working,
and therefore if you allow him one hours
refpite, he will never work mores; for
in_his Fathers houfe he committed the
offence of Cham, and 1s therefore judged
to be a Servant of Servants: his body is
very tender and naked, yet will he have
no Cloaths, nor will he endure any Con-
folidation of parts without exception 5
for in his youth he offended with Rube,
and went up to his Fathers Couch, and
was for that doomed to a perpetual in-
conftancy, and is as unftable as Water.
Thefe in general are the qualifications of
your Guide, and you muft addrefs your
{elf to him accordingly, or elfe your la-
bour will be in vain.

G 4 Re-
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Restoring alfo of bis natural heat.
Of Radical buntidity it lofeth none,
Inducing folution into our Stone moft meet,

THc firft place whichyou come to, wor-
thy your obfervation,is a large Room
floored with black, the Hangings part
black, bluith, and yellowith, it which
you may fee a Carcafs intombed, and

very rotten; aSerpent almoft dead with

cold, laid to the fire, and a Fountain ftill
flowing forth to water a Pot which is
nigh to it, in which is planted an Herb
much like to Ros folis, only it hath the
Root black , the Leaves yellow, with
bluith veins 2nd black (potsin them con-
tinually ftanding in a dew, and over it
the Sun as in the Solftice, fhining in its
full vigour, and under it a Fire, as it
wete of Ztza burning continually. The
Fountain [till fends a f%:w (mall {treams of
Pearly water to the Root of this Herb,
which by infeniible pores aftend and
{tand like drops dilcoloured on the
Leaves of the Herb, which feems as
though blafted and withering, and yet
5 always

e e
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always full of drops, which dropping
down again, and rifing continually, do
refolve the Tree into a vilcous Juice,

‘which is afterwards dried up into adry
duft, yet unftuous to fight, and very

black.
After Philofopky I you behigh.

THen_ I Jift up mine eyes, and behold
I faw Nature as a Queen glorioufly
adorned, fitting upon her Throne,and in
her hand a fair Book, which was called,
Philofophy Reftored to its Frimitive Puri-
tyswhom with low fubmiffion Idid obey=
{ance to, and fhe gracioully took notice
of me, and gave me this :Bpok to eat
it up, which Idid, and {traight-way fhe
had another of the {ame in her hand :
Then was my Underftanding fo enlight-
ned, that1did fully apprehend all things
which [ faw and heard 5 and when I ap-
proached to any Gate or Door, firaight-
way (“as though they were alted by a
fenfitive Spirit) they opened of their own
accord: And all in the Houfe did fealty to
me, and (aid that I was to be honoured as

Lord
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Lord of the place : For, fay they, #ke

Queen and Fle are'in love united, and Jhe

marcover hath_ plighted her. troth to bim.
Then I confidered with my (elf, and be-

-hold the Book that T had devoured (like

2 Charm) had (0 commanded my Spirits,
that I could think of nothing more than
the enjoyment of this rare Beauty which
I had beheld : And while T was full of
thefe thoughts, behold I heard a Voice
behind me, {aying, What wouldef} thon in
this World?2 1 was_a little aftonifhed at
the Voice, but yet boldly an(wered, No-
tbing but that I might ence ore fee that
admirable Ferfection which once I bebeld ix
a Nympb, which not long fince I [aw, who
with Jeeming. affelfion did [alute me, and
gave me a Book.to eat 5 which when T had
eaten, my Inteleituals feemed a5 though the
Candle of the Lord had beexkindled inthess »
Fut fince I could never fee her whom my
Eleart longs for : Ob that I might only be [o
ﬁapp; again ! T_hﬂ‘n {aid thEVDiCEijﬂu art
bappy in that thou haft feen ber, szore happy
anthat [he gave thee that Book, which few
in an Age "attain to 5 most happy in that
thou conldeft and didst eat it, which every

one
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one that bath it cannot do : She therefore
sired Solitudes, and as a Legacy hath left
thee two great Treafures, the. Treafire of
Riches, and, the Treafure of Long Lif :
Then (aid I, £h Sir.this you tell me of;is no-
shingbut an aggravation of my miferys for all
the wealth in this world I count bus a5 a firaw
in comparifon of the enjoyment of that moft
admirable Lady's prefence, whofe Service
I fhould take fora greater happinefs, tharn
y" Twere Mafter of all the World befides.
[f then I may not [ee her again, my Life
will be to me a burden, and to what then
will Long Life avail 2° Thus I fat be-
moaning my felf, and T heard a fhrill
Voice as it were clofe by me, and I look-
ed fuddenly, and behold an unfpeakable
Light, in comparifon whereof the Sun it
felf feemed dark ; and clofe byme I faw’
a moft fecret place, and in it'a fecret
Room of Diaphanous matter, and round,
and withinit this Lady whom I formerly
had (een, upon her Thrones and another _
in the perfon of aKing, in moft gay Rai- 'r )
ment, as if it were a Robe of beaten i
Geld, which reached from his fhoulders i
| S L, : : e tu r !
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to the ground, and a Crown of pure
Gold on his head 5 and a third perfon,
who like a Water-bearer had a Pitcher
on his fhoulder, and in the midft of it
there burned as it were a Lamp: The
fight was excellent, yet I could not be
pleafed, for that I (aw this Lady ftark na-
ked with this King, (o in private; and
while I viewed the Room, I found it was
exquifitely clofed on every fide, o that
it feemed as if it were made of one intire
picce of Cryftal. 1 marvelled at whatl
faw : for the Houfe was but (mall, the
Chamber le(s, and the Clofer of Cryftal
to fight no bigger than a {mall Egg 5 and
the three Parties, with all the Accoutre-
ments of them, might well have been in-
clofed 1na Hazel Nut: Yet was their De-
lineaments (o lively, that T might eafily
difcern her intire thape, whom I couv!d
not but with diftrated thoughtflne(s
and a (ad countenance behold 5 which
fhe perceiving,faid unto me, Friend, I'hy
art thou [ad 2 I am not fad, quoth ], woft
Noble Lady, but am penfively meditating
on what 1behold, which doth not a little

amazeme, the fight not being to be paral-
lelld
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lell'd in John Tradefcants Chamber o{l?.h_
rities, which is the Syftem of the Novel
Rarities of the known World : For whom T
lately beheld glorious upon a Throne in the

Majefly of a Queen, Inow fée cloiitered up
in a fmall Diaphanoys Pix, in a flature

Jo fmall @5 is fcarce credible : Moreover,

whom I deemed fo pioufly virtwous a Lady,
to be [0 retiredly naked with a man, only at-
tended with aWater-beaver, makes me very
thoughtful what this thing fhould be. More-
over, it was nty bopes [0 to have ingratiated
my felf into your favour, as to have been 2
Servant unto you, who I fee are othermife

provided of a Lover. Then faid (he, My

Frjg::d, what you admire in fﬁf.l‘ ﬁf##gE\

Metamorphofis of me, know that it is by 4
Magical Vertue, which is alone given to
me fronz GOD, my immediate Lord and
Luler s and for any Diabolical Art, which
your Scruple feems to manifef} your fufpition
of, it is becanfe of your umexperience in
thefe things 5 and this your Ignorance is no
way pmm}zjr{g nnto me, fﬂr in fbeﬁ Affairs
(though a man) yet you are but a (hild s
and this liberty I allow all my Sons while

they are Children, fo to [peak, foto think,

and
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“dand [0 to alt 5 and T dove to hear and an-
:fwver their childifb prattle. Know then that'

the Devil is but one:of ny Servants, and
in my Kingdom be doth ferve GOD, his

and my Lord : - And though of all my Ser-
pants he is the worst, yet be can do nothin

“of bimfelf, either withow ‘me, or ag.:zfﬂﬁ_
nse, or above me : He for the moft part s a
deceitfil Fugler, and doth make things

appear, that are not 3 but whatever s altn-
ally effected by bins, s nothing but what is
in my ‘Power : He only applies Agem to
Patients, and adds a little of his own vil-
Lanons qualities, as a circwmftantial aggra
vation of the horror of what he thus (by niy
virtue) brings to pafs, and then bis villa-
nons mindattributes that to bimfelf, which
is mry Ak, that fo he might arrogate the
bowonr due to my Lord and bhis Mafier.
Now I will tell yor a firange thimg, which
yet-is very true ¢ 1 am obedient to all my
Subjets, which are many, and they obey
wes Trule them, andthey doas it were in-
force me, for fo my Lord hath pleafed to.
ordainit & If they call me, I am ftraight
at handy yea, in my Body which thon feeft
(which is 10 Body (but only reprefemtative)
As " ﬁr
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or Lam all Spirit) I feel the Sympathies
‘fﬂd Antipathies, the Aitions and Pa [fions
of every thing in the World 5 and 1wt
be always prejgént, for sothing i or can be
well done without 1 be prefent ¢ T always

. work according to the fubjeét and its difpofe-

tion, which doth alter the effeét wonderfully

more then thon canft fee by far, though thon
hadft the Fyes of Argus. My Rule is not
#s #s the Rule of Princes among Men, bus
I am ferviceable to all, yea 30 the leaft
Worm in the World 5 and becanfe I am fo
Jerviceable, therefore my Mafter hath ap-
pointed that nothing can or may difobey me,
or offer violence to me s the Devil beve hath
#0 power, though malice enough : Therefore

 my Lord hath given me bis own Diploma

1o make me the vsore Flononrable:, Jfrft, An
Om#fewy of all things which ave done in
the World, as touching the Being, Conferva-
¢i0m, or Mutation of thems and nexty An
Omniprefency, by which I am every where
prefent at once, and I zm Jeated in the
Will of God, which i my Centre, Al my

 Subjeits are put under Man, therefore be

bath a free power 10 ai¥ any thing withis
his

It a word,whatever thou feeft that 1 ape,and
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bis reach in the Worlds and the Soul of
Man is a5 it were a Magnet unto vse, and
all my Subjeits , iu its Exaltation and
Union, by Faith to my Lord and Mafier ;
though [ince Man loft his Dignity, be loit
alfo bis Knowledge, and bis Will is liable
to the Temptations of the Devil; and [0 as
meany as by renouncing their Creator do de=
vote themfelves fo Satan, be bath by bis con-

federacy power to exalt their Will, and to

apply their Power fo the effelling of things
polfible in Nature, . and. impa‘(j‘g
Doevil 1o perform alone, (whofe pride would
feorn tocrave help, if he could ) and beyoud
the knowledge of the inthralled Caytiff, who
mifbaking the effect, and not [eeing how it
was done by bimfelf and not Satan { thongh
his power for want of knowlédze to employ
it, withowt bis belp were made ufe of by hin,
and applied accoraing 1o his own Devilifh
Defign) the Wretch is imfnared to bind
over both his Soul and Body to tke Devil, as
a requital of this Service, fo crafty a De-
ceiver is be.  But this being from my pre-
fent fcope, 1 fball forbear #0 [peak further of
it at pre [EHI._. lest] fhould diftraés, not edifie

gou.  Now us conéerming your jealoufie for
that

ible for the
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that you fee me naked with this King, know
that this place and my Kingdom ave in the
State of Innocency, though we are by the
Fall of Adam laid [ubject to Vanity 5 and
till the final Restitution of that Fall, I ans
forbidden to work any thing of ny own ac-
cord beyond the [tate of fading corruptibi-
lity, though all things have an incorrupti-
ble Spirit, which when Heaven and Farth

Jhall be renewed, fhall canfe an Iremutable
Glory in all thefe things, ~Kunow then that
this King is nty Servant, and be hath many
Brethren who in their paffage to him are ta-
ken Prifoners, and kept in bondage, and
there is no way to Redeem them, unlefs he
give his Fleflh and Bloed for their Ranfom,
which cannot be effeGual, unlefs he die and
arife from the Dead : This I cannot per

Jorme alone my [elf, nor can any help me
herein but Man alone 3 for God hath bere
limited my power , I cannot bring Agents
and Patients together, though he hath gi-
ven wee power towork on them being compo-

Jed, and to effel what may [érve for the
Ranfom of thofe poor Captives, and be hath
given man a ﬁ"CE power $0 alf in fubordina=
tion to hime in the WEI_;M, though fﬁr&#‘géﬁ

10




Y18 4R Expofitionnpon
#he Fall the Wings of this power ave not clipe
af all, bint clogged with Tgnorance, that it is
very uineffednal in mmpmrfﬁﬂ'-«a{ its vip-
wwe. ~ If thou ‘conldeft bur waderftand and
“believe, thy very Soul wold command all
Nuture in the whole Fabrick of it 2 for if
Bhow didst btk kyow things as they are, thow
woilde it withal tlearly feé the Dignity of
‘thy Soul, beingthe Inmage of God 5 and this
Wonld command Faith, and kindle Defire :
Now Faith ard a kindled Defive inthe Soul
7s that a_a'x#dﬁcdi ‘P{[ﬁ{m which attraits
‘the whole Phanomena of Nature. This
is the Dignity of o Mental Man. Now
‘then, 1y Friend, bearken tome, andwhat
T advife, that do 5 help me in what 1 can-
not, -and T will belp thee in what thon canft
not 5 fo fhalt thow be (10 GOD fubordinate)
FLord both of me and mine s ‘and the Blood
of this King, wwhich redecms bis Brethren,
will give thee '@ Medicine to command all
the fmperﬁﬁfﬂm of thy #rortul Bodys and
though it be no' Antidote again§t Death,
the irrevocable Decree ‘being' past, yet it
trinmphs ovér all the Mifeviesof Life, both
of Poverty and Sicknefs, and it poffeffeth a

“Ma ,{f the most f;zwmpambie T?*Mﬁ#ﬂ of

this
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this World. Then full of Admiration,
with Fears for very Joy trickling down

abundautly, I befpakeher, and faid, Z 4-
dy, Iihank you for your (o great favonr to
me, as [0 fd?f:ﬂfﬁ{y to dx’ff;‘f:rﬁ 1{;3‘}: #9€ 5
Now then, without any Complement, I ars
yours: (ad ulque aras) and whatever you
pleafe, that will I do. ' Thenfaid the, Un-
der this Chamber and C ffﬁ there is a Stove,
ut Fire into it, forthis King wuft fweat 1o
ffeatb. Ahb fm’.:z; Lady, {h'igd l,ffxﬁd what
will become of you ¢ Care not you for that,
faid the , do you as 1 bid you : “But et
farther to [atisfie your curiows mind, let me
tell you, That I indure without burt the o
vielént Fires which are or can be made, for
I arzin them all,) and no lefs in the moit
Jrozen places. Then I confidered, and
methought my Underftanding it was in-
larged, and I perceived the extent of Na-
ture, and of a fudden fhe appeared not
to my fight 5 but where fhe was I faw a
molt exquifite Light, which took up an
incredible (mall room, and methoughts
my Head feemed as it were diaphanous :
And while T confidered thefe things, it
came into my mind to wonder what was
| : H 2 be.
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become of my Guide, for I mifs'd him.’
While thefe thoughts perplexed me, an
Anlwer was given, as if from an intelli-
gent Spirit within the Glafs, faying, /e?
not thoughts fill your mind, he whom you
Jeek iswithus, for fo it muft be, this King
is his Lord. : This{traight made me view
the complexion of the Water-bearer, and
his countenance told me that he was my
very Guide : Then I viewed his Pitcher
well, and I found that his Pitcher was
clear as pure Silver ; and what was
ftrange, the Bearer, and the Pitcher, and
the Water in it were one 3 and in the
midit of the Water, asit were in the ve-
ry centre, there was a moft radiant
twinkling Spark, which fent forth its
Beams even to the very furface of the
Water, and appeared as it-were a Lamp
burning, and yet no way diftinguifhable
from the Water. The Voice then (pake
tome alecond time, Delay not to put Fire
under us, and govern it as you fhall hear the
Voice direct you. Then | put Fire in at
the open door at the top of the high Tur-
ret, and Coals upon it, and caufed my
doorsto be ftopt both above and below,
and

I
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and on every fide 5 only by a fecret pa(
fage I conveyed my Immortal Fire under
the Chamber in which was the Clofet,
and forthwith when all things were heat-
ed, the Water-bearer took his Pitcher,
and through a fmall Pipe he poured out
his Water, and the Fire came out with
the Water, without any particular {thape,
only it added a luftre thereto 5 and no
{ooner was the Water poured forth, but
the Water-bearer with his Pitcher popt
as it were under the {treams, and I faw
them no more : And though the clearnels
of the Water did make it to appear as it

+ were Diaphanous, yet I found by a dili-

gent view that it was not fo really, but
only as to apparency, and that it was in-
deed very compact : And as I wiltfully
beheld it, I{aw as it were a goodly La-
dy in the midft of it, which was no way
refembling the former Beauty which I
had difcourfed withal, whofe Name was
Nature 5 yetindeed very beautiful, even
to the parallel of Helena. This Lady was
naked, and of an admirable fair comple-

xioned Skin, as bright as the fineft Sil- .

ver 5 at fueft fhe appeared very fmall,and
H 3 waxed
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waxed bigger andbigger, until the Wa-
ter appeared 'm0 more, but the her (elf
had tran(thuted its whole fubltanece into
Her fhape. « Thisfight Ibeheld with pity,
for 'fhe (far unlike unto the firltLady)
was wholly impatiént of the heat which 1
had made, and yet was {0 inclofed in the
Clofet ‘that 'fhe could ndr get out 5 {he
{weat " thérefore even ras though fhe
wwould melt, and {eemed as though con-
tinually fainting : Then the King (who
{Bemetl as it were glad of thetheat) {eeing
ther khew Her to be hig Silter,his Mothex,
arid his Wife,' and compaflionating' ther

‘eftite, ran“vnto her andtook her m his -

Atms, ‘and the'feeling himy did foitkrong-
Iy embrace him, 'that he could not(hake
Hheroff, and with her fiweat partly, and

-pdrtly withther tears, {he did (o beftréam -

His/Kifigly Riobes, which fhone likeunto
Tagis or Patolys, thavthey wereall fud-

*denly changethinto aicoldur Argent : the

King loving her exceedingly, asked: her
what (hedelired ? She anfwered, That

- ber defive was 10 have of hint Conjugal Feal-
"ty for, (@id (e, T camnotendnre thisheat,

but T st die in ity and withous ‘me your
| | High-
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Highuefs  cep have no Offfpring =/, The
Kiﬂ%t condefcended, and ,glgq;% her Re-
quelt, and (o {oon as the canceived the
Kings Seed, fhe faid that {he was better
able to endure the Fire whichdid pre-
vail upon her,, - ety T oors 1

_ . Therefore notcontented, fhe had a fe-
cond, a third .and fourth Benevolence,
even to the eleventh time :  Then faid
the King, I 47 very faint and weak : and
frying to go,-as .fﬁrmer;ly, his Legs and
Feer failed him, his Flefh and Body wa-
ted as it were to nothing; and fo, conti-
nued worfe and worfe, until at length his
Body being thus wafted by Venery, bes
gan to {weat exceedingly,: {o long he
{weated till he was as it were wholly con-
fumed;and his Wife {eeing what fell ont,
wept bitterly, and her .tears mingling
with her FHusbands {weat, grew into a
large {tream, ‘in which bath the and the
King were drowned;fofar I beheld: And
then when they were both wholly out of
fight, I.muféd at the {trangenef(s of the
object, and while I wondered,;methought

_ I (aw them a(cend again ; but confidering

*

atwell; I found that there-{wam upon
' WL 3 L S the
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the Water a Carcafs, which being wholly
void of Life, did with the heat of the
place draw to putrefadtion more and
more, {o that it grew livid, black, blew-
ifh, and yellowifh, and fent up molt ve-
nemous Exhalations, and with its odour
did fo infect the Waters, which were be-
fore of an Argent Clearnefs, that they
did grow very thick and dark, and atlaft
black, refembling the form of muddy
{lime which is found in Boggss and at
length with the heat of the Sun the moi-
{ture was wholly dried up (as Moorith
low Grounds in the fummer time ufe to
be) and I fought what was become of my
Bodies, and I found a horrible venemous
tumefied Toad, which {eemed as it were
dying 5 and a Raven almoft famithed
walking there for tolook for meat, light-
‘ed upon the Toad,and preyed upon him,
and with its poilon died, and made a

. moft filthy {quallid Liquor blacker than

Ik, and thick like to Pitch melted, which
made me to wonder at the fight; And
going to depart, I heard a Voice which
taid tome, Tow mult not leave us 5 if you
do, our Perfons and Kingdom is loft with-

out
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out recovery. 'Then my Eyes were open-

- ed, and I faw Nature walking up and

down among the Carcafes, and in her
hand her unparallell’d Lamp 5 and ta-
king a more ferious view, I (aw in thofe
rotten Atoms the Idea’s of all things na-
tural and fupernatural sand [ found the
dead King with his Wife were intombed
in a Field Sable, and the Tomb as it were
of polifhed Jet or Ebony 3 and asin that
place all things were ftrange, ‘{0 moft
{trange was it that the Tomb and the in-
tombed Carcals were one, and that in-
feparably.  Alfo upon the Tomb Tfound
written a Prophecy, wiz. That they Gf
the Fire were kept equal and continual)
fhould rife again, and be more glorious
and powerful than ever they, were be-
fore. Then faid T'to the voice which is

- -in the Glafs , T muft be direGed both
‘what, and how, and when to do. ' The

voice anfwered me,Take no care,only do
as I fhall direc,and all fhall be wellsin the
mean time you may view the places that
are about, only be fure that you negle&t
not your time of attending here : And
for to take away'the ‘tedioumeé(s which
the
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the length of time  weuld otherwife

‘work, askof me, and I fhall inform you

in whatéver you defire, mor fhall I think
my difcour(e to.me a burdén, fo you will
not think your labour a trouble. Then
faid1, Not g) 3. though I fhould be bound
to letye yauduring my whole Life, yer
fhould I count it a priviledge, not a bur-
den. . Then ."Sg’avelup'tb-me as it were
a Ball.of sfine Silke, wound up as on a
bu;mﬂif and Ta;i%: Make this falt to a
Pin of thi§ Tower, and then go round
and begq}d,fhe,place, At may fhorten the
time-to you¢  Carry this bottom with

you, and umwind it as_you go, and by

it you may return. till you know the
P]a(ff:, fe :;':nm ad bns o

i EH; dg ,;g; aﬁer the comnien guife.

*J Hen paffed along, and ywas no foon-
*-_.gr out of that place, but a very
thick milty darknefs apprehended  me,

~ To thick that,I might feel it 5 and though

my head €I¢ as 1t were tran{parent and
:vcf}r{gﬁt,f; and{ J:u*qualfﬁ a Candle with

me, which was burning there Enntinuallr
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Iy at the entrance-of the Tower, yet the
darknefs was fuch, 'that it weuld not re-
ceive the light, for theywerenot homo-
genial, but were 2 little difijoyned by
the Rays of the Light, and -as it were
here and there condenfediinto ftrange fi-
gures, asofi Birds, Beafts, dnd creeping
things- of ‘monftrous’ fhapes: And by
reafon of this oppofition the Rays of the
Lightiextended but a little way, and the
Light moft clear-did fhoot! as it were.in
Beams, and the:darknefs ftood asitwere
in cldftersibydtfelt!, [ e )
There:were as it were a /multitude of
men, :who feeing my Light:in my hand,
which they conld not difcarn well, 'they
beingnn that dark which, would /not be
inlightned,’ butas through a.thick cloud

they “beheld :my |Candle, jand . judged
it'omimous, and left their {tations : for -

theireyes with 'dark and (moak were {0
tendcr., ithat any Candle; aver-poured

them, and they conld metbear its luftre 5

thereforethdy erying ofat; ran away. I
muled much at-this, how:they could be
an fuch-Cimmerian Datknefs 5 and as-I
wondered; ¥ efpied that they had -Ef-ith
| them
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them Light as it were of Fox-fire, or

rotten Wood, and Glow-worms Tails,
and with this they fat in confultation,

| reading Geber, Rbafis, and fuch whom I

heard them name, and commenting on
them, not without much pleafantnefs :
Then I confidered that the Light which
T had brought with me, did not enligh-
ten the place, but {tood feparated as it
were from the darknefs ;3 and withal I
femembred that once there was Light in
the World, and the darknefs comprehen-
ded it not, and that darknefs had a
falfe fire Light of its own, with which it
feemed to its inhabitants wonderous well
inlightned ¢ I ¢t down my Candle, and
went with my Thread in my hand, by
which Iintended to return. When I was
gone out of fight of my Candle, my

- head began to feem as it were opacous,

and a wind had almoft blown me down:
Then T took my bottom of Thread, and
qmade it faft to' my Girdle, left it might
drop out of myhand ; and well it was
that I did {o.for foon aVertigo came upon
me, and I'felland (lumbered 3 and when

1 awaked, methoughts it was no more
ot dark-

| R
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darknefs, but day-light aboutme: 1 won-
dered at the very ftrange change, and
ftill felt for my Thread, which by that
LightI could not fee, but only feelit. T
began to look about me, to fee where I
was, and behold I was in a ruinous place
of many.millions of turnings, each lead-
ing (everal ways ; and every room was
fo inlightned with Fox-fire and Glow-
worm-12ails, that for want of a better
Light it feemed as if it were day: Itook
out of my Pocket a {mall Book to fee if
1 could read in it, it wascalled Fnchiri-
dion Phylice Reflitute, with an Areanume
at the end of it, and I could not read one
word in it. There met me a man aged
and decrepit, his Face rugged, his Eyes
bleared, his Handsand Fingers corraded,
and faluted me, and faid merrily, What
Book have you there ? It is, faid I, Ar-
canum Hermeticum. It i3 a good Book,
faith he. He and Sendivow are the two
beft that ever wrote. Ibut, (aid I, T went
to perule my Book, and I can read not
one word in it. That’s ftrange, quoth
he ; letmefeeit : ThenIf{hewed it him,
and he read out of it fuch ftrange things
that
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 that I neverhad heard of before; and

Sandivogius,(aithyhe, 1s of the fame mind.
Then he begun to read in him, and read
fiich Procefics thae I had never heard of.
1 do remember well the Authors, and
what they wrote, but never to my re-
membrance did I find what you read in
them, (aid L. Look on them your felf,
faid he, and you fhall find it plain : I went
to look on the Book, but could not di-
ftinguith any word init' 5 which made
me wonder. Then I thought with my
felf, thar as that Light had a peculiar dif+
ference from that Light which I {aw a-
bout the Tower where 1 was before, {0
it might have its peculiar Objeds : This
Opinion 1 had confirmed by this, for that
having Geber and Rhafis withme, I tried
how 1 could read there, and all the Pro-
cefles 1 could read very well, only fome
places feemed as it were left out, and a
diftance of white left : Tknew that my
Books were perfect, and fome of the pla-
ces (which were (as they feemed to me)
left out) I remembred very well to be
thofe placesin which the Truth was cou-
ched in few words : Then I returned by
32403 my
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my Thread to my €andle) and firaighe
my head returned to;its formerdiaphani-
tys Ttook my€andle intny way,- and of
a fudden all my places that feemed lighe
beéfore, - returned to be Cimmerian dark-
nefs's only with the time thatdhad been
there, 1found my Eyes were: beginning
to grow tender, and (inarted and itched
at the firlt glimp(e of  this true ‘Light,
which then in ‘comparifon 'of the Light
I had before feen; did not feem barely
Light, but the Super-Ceeléftial Lighe of
Paradife. - Then I demanded of her with
whom in the Glafs I had formet con-
verle, concerning what Thad feen.  She
told me, That they were fuch who wrot
n Alchynsyaccording tothe Light of Fan-
¢y, and not of Nature 5 though to them
their Light {eem clear enough, yet can
they fee nothing by it but what'is phan-
taftical, and myftically or fophiftically
written by the Envious, for the feducing
of fuch fanciful Doters: therefore when
once the Light of Nature is brought to
their {tation, it difcovers Cimmerian dark-
nefs there, where their imaginary Light
only fhines, {uchasis Fox-fire and Glow-

worms
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worms Tails; that fhine only in the dark 3
ThisLight makes their Eyes fo tender,
that the Lamp of Nature makes them fly.
Moreover, whatever is written accord-
ing to this Light, they cannot fee, nay
they cannot endure the Light of thetrue
T una of the wife men: for any true
Light difcovers their Darknefs, and yet
their Darknefs is uncapable of apprehen-
ding the Light, Now in that you went
in among them without your Candle, it
was a bold adventure, for had you loft
your Thread, you could never have re-
turned. ThenIlooked intomy Tower,
and did as T was diretted 5 and again I
went to view thofe parts of Cimmerian
Darknefs once more, yet with my Can-
dle in mine hand, and my Thread at my
Girdle 5 whenI came the fecond time, at
the fight of this Light all fled, fo that I
could not meet with any, but I entered
into feveral turnings which I aw, and
found in them feveral works curioufly
erected, in which I might guefs they
aimed at nothing lefs than the Philofo- | &

phers Stone. ol
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f f Iﬁb 5#fp£:1r:

- Found ‘ane. Furnace moft curjou(ly

built, in, which all degrees of heat ima-
glnable by the Art of man, might 'ba
kept with one fire 5 in which was fet a
multitude. of curious Glafles, in which
were {everal Matters ; {ome dlgr:ﬁmg
others fubliming, others dlﬁl]lmg others
calcmmg;, and.about the Glafies and the
Furnace was written llllSJGFGEEIEr Per.
Densn J#Ipé#r et omne. illud liwminaris
qued g(i Jupra terrays. Ey this 1 knew,
sbat Sulphar 1was, the fubjet on which
Wras; wrought 5.and 1ndf_f:d.—~wnh (0 gredt
punmng, thatd conld not but admire the
dngenuity. of the, men.: and knﬂwmg
-that what a maq pllzpth, Cthough it be
-3 trifle ) iyetito: [poil or, deltroy that
wopuld be an injury, I meddled not with
any Glafs; -( for indeed there were La-

i bouzers that fled not, becaufe they knew
inothing, but only w; uu&ht as they were
Idiredted :
imot percetve that [ had any
,;n;‘) hand , and wondred their Mafters

)ami Wh{.ﬂ 1 came, they could
Candle 1n

| (hould
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fhould fly fo from a phanfie. Moreover
1 found that they could not fee any light
from the Fox-fire and Glow-worms tails;
which were theres but the place being

dark , as being un
wrought by Candles

der ground ; they

and Lamps, which

yet could give their Mafters no light,
but they fought all the world over for
thofe fhining {ubjets : Yet 1 could not-
with(tanding both difcern utter darknefs,
which the Raysof my Candle would not

enlig

hten, Then faid 1 to the Work-

men, What 1s this that1s brought inhere ?
Oh, {aid they, they are Sol and Luna

terreftrial, whereby
clearly the Natures

our Mafters can fee
of all things in the

wotld, and to make by their light the
great Elixir's and though we ¢an fee no
light in them, Or very little, it is becaufe
of our Ignorance in thefe things, there<
fore we ufe our Lamps to work by.
Where are your Mafters? faid 1. They
ran away, faid they, becaufe when you
came they faid you were a Devil, and
brought an ominous light with you, and
if they did but once fee that with a full
view, their Works would all vanifh s

they

_—— (T




they did therefore lay a few Charms, and
ran away. Then I looked, and the
oround under me was full of Crofles and
Circles, at which I laughed, and depar-
ted into another Room.

Or Salts preparate in divers wife,

Neither with Corroftves, nor with Fire alone,

N;i:}ber with Vinegar, nor with Waters ar-
o GBEREy ) .

Nor with the vapour of Lead, our Stone

Calcined. 35 according to our intent.

Al thofe to Caleining which are fo bent,

Frows this bard Science withdraw their
. hand, _

Tl they ont Cdlcining bester underfland.

. ﬁﬁd there I found in the like fort rare.

Furnaces, with this Infcription, Sal
Metallorum est Lapis ‘Philofophorume -
many procefles I beheld, which would
be tedious to refate.. On I pafled from
thence; and in anothet Room I found
large Furnaces, in which they were la-
bouring about Waters fort 5 others were
with {trong reverberations calcininF
Lead, Tin, Copper, Irom, and all Meta ;

: an
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dnd Miierals §7 others wetediawing Spi-
fit of Vinegar with ‘a ‘giedt cate, till'it
became ‘exquifitély” (harp] “and’ in''thig
they “laboured “to ‘calcide’feveral Metal-
line bodies ; otheis Weré¥e@ifymg' Spiv’
rit of Wine, fo long till no Body almoft
or Receiver ¢t hold ¢ it%Was fo fub.
gieyo and this “they’ (aid“was ‘the" trye
Warer ‘of Life that -muftdo the work’s
others were fubliming of Lead;hopin
afted it wasexquifitely fublinted, to have:
out of it'that Menftrnnn"Which fliould
cffe¥ the\Stone; without'any further lay-
firr orf‘of Hands.” " This when I'had feen,
I returned to my Furnace, and rectuited
my ‘Fire' as'F Wa’sdir'e'ﬂ‘eci vand made'x
particular relation of what 1 had (een,
i’ defived the ' verditt' 'of Nature' ups
them a1l i8he‘told mé, That they '1&0133
néver by this way expedt'dny thing but
tofs. 1 asked her if they might not with
fiymg midy things’)“at' [Eagth it cHe
Hishr, Shetold 16 Nd! thé¥ had ot
any-ground bf tcuth, Hor coilil theyexs
Pt dithet thid Breat Feré 61 any 'othér
partieuldr profitable trath, 1 ‘that way,
Then fid ) “Noble Lady) pray’ let ‘me
ey know
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know the realgn. of thetr exror, that I
may. know how to avoid the like.,

Fﬂr 5 oy fitch C dff.z#dtmu thfzr fm ey e gZ!EﬂI
Vbich minifbath the moifture ﬁj aur, Stape s
Tﬁ«:rﬂﬁre when bodies to powder are brent,
Dy, a5 z2fbes, of Iree or Bone,. . ..
C‘fﬁmb Calxes then mff.hﬂf nane.:

For noifture. we. pultiply radieal,

In Cm'fﬂm;g minifhing none at m’f

:THen faid. (he, Befides that they work
not on the true, Matter, they work
not:ina right way, which_are two moft
defperate errors s “for our w ork is to
make a fubftance fluid, p:.nenatmq and
-entring,. that may, have ingrels into im-
_perfect. Metals : for  which. caufc we.do
preﬁ.we humidity,, without whtch onr
Stane cannot be penetrative. Seo thenin-
~-{tead of pu,j,.ﬁ,mg the crudﬁ, and ripen-
ing what is; raw by .thefe Calcinations,
sithe tenderSoul, 15 put.to, flight,, and the
serudities ate. the,more ffrongly, ‘yitrified,
+ o that all hope of. fruit is wholly by.this
umfans taken-away;: for,take this for a
o Iuh, W hatemm cither by vmlence of. Fire,
1!;_- 56§ ; I" Or
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or Corrofives, is turned intoa dry Pow-
der or Calx, it is wholly reprobate in our
work : for though we Calcine, yet it is
in fuch a Fire in which our moifture is
not burnt, and in (uch a Veflel fo clo-
fed that the Spirits are retained,and in a
word o fweet is our Regimen in refe-
rence to our Matter, that moifture is ad-
vanced, and is made more unéuous, and
by confequent more ingreflive.
(tion,
HAnd for a fure ground of our true Calcina-
Work witt:ly only kind with kind, |
For kind unto kind hath appetitive incli-

mztfﬁ#.

Ut all this is not enough to declare

our Calcination, for Operation fol-
lows Preparation, and he that doth not
before he begin to work, prepare his
Matters, and fet true Agent and Patient
together, it is not his Regimen that can
or will produce any thing. Therefore firfk
you muft know, that we joyn kind with
kind in our work, for Nature is mended

and retained with its own Nature: for

this caufe is our King wedded to the
- Water-
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Water-beaters Danghter, of which Wa-
ter-bearer I told you that his Body, his

Pitcher, and the Waterinit, are all ones

and his Daughter was the Queen which
arofe out of the water, in. which was
feen a Lamp burning : Wonder not at it,
that a Queen (hould {pring out of a Wa-
ter-bearers loins, for the King is alfo his
Son, and he is greater then both. For
know, that in this place there is nothing
{o hard to get as Water, which cannot be
brought but by him that hath the Keys
of the whole Kingdom. Take this then
for a great (ecretr, our Water-bearer is
Father to the King and Queen: the King
being at perfet vears, is at his own dil-
pofe, and enjoys more Riches then his
Father; but his Father hath the Key of
a Clofet, in which s Riches enough for
all in the Kingdom, to make every Sub-
jet as rich as the King ;5 but the difpofe
of this wealth the King only is to have,
yet can he not have it in his poficflion
till he marry his Silter, which is in the
water of the Pitcher invifible. This his’
Sifter, is alfo his Mother and his Father,
for it is ene with the Water-bearer, the
14 Water
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Water and the Pitcher, as is faid. By rea-
fon of his Confanguinity 'the King ' em-
braceth his Sifter very defiroufly, and fhe
by his embraces appears as a Queen, and

‘then the Water-bearer, and his Warer

and Pitcher vanifh, and the King "and
Queen remain alone : at length both King
and Queen are drowned, after the im-

‘moderate ufe of Venery, and Vviolent

{weating, weeping and piffing, which
{eat, tears and urine, do make one Sea,
in which {wim two Fifhes without Heth
and bones, which after refolve and make
oric Broth, which 1s called Water per-
manent. '

IWho knoweth nat this in knowledge is blind,
He may forth wander as mist in the wind,
Woiting never with profit where to light,
Becanfe he underftands not our words aright.

Hus though I have fomewhat Meta-
phorically deciphered our true prin-
ciples, yet {0 plainly as that you may
with diligence underftand the meaning ;
and unle(s you know this, you will pro-
ceed blind-fold in your work, not know-

mng

.
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ing the caufes of’ things, o that every
puff of Sophifters Will tofs you,like as'a

Feather is toffed in the Air'with :a blaft

of wind : for'our Books arefull 'of ob-
{curity, and Philofophers- write’ horrid
Metaphors and Riddles to them who are
notupona fure bottom, which like to a
running Stream will carry them down

head-long into defpair and eftors, which

they can never efcape till'they (o far un-
derftand our writings, as to difcern the
fubject Matter of our (ecrets, which being
known the reft is not {o hard.

Foyn kind therefore with kind; s good rea-
[for+ 75, : *

For every Burgeor an[wers bis own feed,

Manr getteth Man, a Beaft a« Beaft'I wis,

Further to treat of this it is no neéd.

“But underfland this point if you will' [peed,

Fach thing is firfl Calcin'd in bis ovon kind,
T his well conceiv'd, fruit therein [halt thou

find.
STep therefore niot one ftep further tiil

vou have learned this Leflon, name-
ly, to 'wed Confanguinity withConfan-
' guinity,
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gu_init y, and confider well what it is you
efire to produce, and according to that

let be your intention. Take the laft

thing in your Intention, for the firft thing

in your Principles : this is according to

Nature, and it is the true ground of all

Generation, for qut of kind nathing doth

engender 3 a Man begetteth a Man, and
not a Lion, nor doth a Lion beget a
Sheep, a Rofe doth not produce a Thorn,
nor a Nettle -a Gilliflower ; and fo, if
need -were, I could particularly demon-
ftrate it throughout all Vegetable, Ani-
mal, and Mineral Bodies, byt it is {0 plain
a thing that I need {ay no more, but
leave it with you as the Foundation-
ftone on which you fhall build whatever
you intend. Attempt nothing out of its
own nature and kind, left you reap a
fancy inftead of truth. Whatever youin-
tend to increafe by way of Multiplica-
tion, attempt it only in its own kind;
and o in this work efpecially, in which
Calcination is the mingling of Seminal
influence, which mult be done in the
fame way of homogeneity. If you ap-
prehend thisin its caufe aright, and kEuw

how
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"how to apply this dotirie in your ope-
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ration as you ugﬁhtb in this yeu will find
great benefit, and a door hereby opened
to the difcovery of greater Myfteries.

And we make Calx unifuous, black , white,
 and red. '

Nd now the opportunity of this dif=
44 courfe, leads me to handle our Magi-
cal Calxes, know that we do Calcine
three times in our work, of which the
general principle 1s, that our Calxes are
not combuft powders, but un&tuous, for
in them we innoble the Sulphurs, which
are the Bafis of Radical Humidity, which
Raymund calls Oyls and Unguents : So
then our Calxes are one in kind, and da
only differ in colour and maturity, Our
firft 1s black of the blackeft, and is called
Saturns our {econd white of the whiteft,
and 1s called 7 ##a 3 our third is red of
the reddeft, and is called Sol.
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t Of three degrees or owr B3 aﬁ_é_e*pe;ﬁrc. T
Hefe. Calkes are ' the ' periods of i (o
many CGirculations, and have (o many

degrees allowed to each ‘of ‘them ; ‘our

firft Circulation confounds the Elements,
our fecond renews the Air, and the third

exalts the Firey and then'iisvour ‘Stone
perfelt. e ;5

Fléxible as Wax, elfe ftand they in no ﬂamd.

1\ Ur Calxes thus graduated, are diftin-

' %/ 'guifhable'from all'the Calxes inthe
wworld 5 firft;in that they are: done with-
out any laying on of hands: fecondly,
from their exquifite fubtitty'of'parts, (for
they are finer then Atoms of the Sun)
joyned with an eminent Humidity , by
reafon of which; to the altonifhment of
ithe beholders, they: flow like unto mel-
ted Wax; thefirlt in the Glals:by conti-
nuance of heat, and (o the {econd as not

~ being come to their period of perfection,
and the fecond and third upon a plate of
hot Metal, or on a melted Metal, or on
Mercury
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Mercriry h_é-aﬁedJ 5 Jong ill e i .readf

&b ﬂy ik

T e b ] ! [
Bj’ r:fgﬁt’faﬁg praffﬁ as T?ﬁ:laf pbm‘ d&
write, L
A year we take or more for our refpite ;
Forin'lefs [pavéour Calxes will not be made,
Able 10 tyne' mtb ?}n&m rba: will not
fade. : - 3

7Hich laft Calxes, as they are the pe-
riod of  Arts sklll, arid’ Natures
power it thig'thing, fothey are 2’ confides
rable time i’ perfecting s the former i
five months; ‘vz, the white, and thered
in’nine nmnths and a" half, “which is the
true time, and a’ ‘month we allow for'the
Preparing of 'our 'Materials, and three
tonths “for Fermentations “and Imbibr-
tions, (o that’our whole Operation n:
nbnve a yeat.!” ‘For indeed'it is nor an ork
.dinary” thing ‘that we expe, but a Fire:
-abxdmg Tinttiire, which is unfading and
meofruptible, whrch canniot be expedted
in @ fhiort ‘time 5 yet verily the Induftry
of the Work:man may forward," or ‘fét
rback his Weérk, a"menth, two, or'threa,
accor-
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dccording-to his more exquifitely . pre-
paring of his Matters, ard governing ofi
his Fire, whofe exalt Regimen is for
(peed, or retarding of the Wark; almoft
all in all.

And for h‘f}y proportion thow #éuﬁ éewa'rc-;
For therein. mayft thou be beguil d,
Therefore thy Work that thou ot mars

AFte’r the knowledge of the tru¢ mate- -
rial Subje&, and its Preparation, the
next main thing to be underftood is the
myftery of Proportiofi, which is a {ecret
of no light concernment, for many erre
therein. 'Thou fhalt therefore under-
ftand, that our Proportion is two-fold,
Internal and Externals the Internal posn-
dws is a Labyrinth i which all erre who
know out Subjeét as many do, but not 1ts
Proportion, - He who would effe&t any
thing, muft principally learn this which
is fet down in Golden words, m Bernard
Trevifan his Treatile of the Chymical Mi-
racle : The Sulphur, (aith he, which is in
the Mercuryy and predominates not, is the
Fire alone which governs the whole Work, j
and
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and be therefore that in thefe things would
be a skilful Artift, let bim kyow how much
Fire is beyond other Elements in [ubtilty,
and what a pr?fﬂﬂigu of it will overcome all
the reft. Thefe Golden words, worthy to
be ingraven in Marble, are the true founs
dation of our pondys.

With Mercnry as twuch then fo [ubtil'd,

- One of the Sun, two of the Moo,

T3l all together like pap be done.

BUt there is an External proportion,

which is as neceffary as the other, or
clfe the Work will either for lack, or ex-
cefs of moifture, be deftroyed 5 and that
is thus : Take thy Body which without
any equivocation is moft pure Gold, let
it be exquifitely purged, then filed or la-
minated; or calcined with Mercury, as
is vulgarly knowns of this take one
part, and of our Water ( which is with-

out equivocation Argent-vive animated, .
- which then we call our Zu»a) two parts,

mix them together 1n an Amwalgama, and
grind thent ina Mortar of Glaf$} oron a
Marble, till they become very foft, and
all
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ill the grettines: of the Body be fubtilt-
red with the Mercuryy thatithey may feem
to be one pap or pafté; which: we call
Inceration. nEkt0 Y ik

Thern niake the Mércury fonr#o the d‘:rﬁ,-
Two to the Moon as it-fhould be. -

Ow ‘phick up yoar:attention, for my
(peech will be difficule. When youp
Body to your Mercury i outward. pro=
portien is one to two, then muft your
Mercary iits"inward propoértion be jult
oppofite; that'is,” four’te two, elfe-yot
fhall never iake Harmeny' that is good
Mufick's fordo nov think it 1s all one;
with oné and the” {afie = proportioned
Mereury, £6"put eitheriorie ot the Body
to two. of the Water,‘grioneito three; or
two'to three, of threeto fours noverily,
P you'totiie’ to this#es mealure your
{.amb clibinicall y-to Yok urnace, you
ate yet in-thé dark’ fofPractice, though
you | may bevtrue'in HFheot yoo 1 almoit
tremble’ to fpeak of chis’ pont, for iveis
the’ very wilde of all* éhofe. who frudy
this Are! and’cannot-Gogi to the end:lof
their

S —
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theit defires for want of true information
in this particular. Know then, that when
thy Mercury is to Solin external pondys
two to one, it muft beasIfaid in refpect
of its own internal qualities, four to the
Sun to two of the Moox ; therefore, faith
Artephins, that our Water is of kin to the
dun and to the Moor , but more to the
Jun then to the Moon + Note this well,
thatis four to two, as Ripley hath it. This
s indeed a great fecret, which hath be-
fooled many. |

Now know that our Eagles duly pre-
pared are accommodated to the Suz from
three to ten, {o that four to the Sy will
be juft feven; and thy Mercury thus pro-

- portroned, let it be two of the Mooz to

one of its Body. Know al(o, that'our Wa-
ter is not called the Moo, but in, or in
reference to conjunction, and (o let the
Moon be two. In reference to its one
Conlftitution, it is called Mercury, { for fo
it ought to be in that form and flux )
and {o it onght to be four to the Sun, that
1s feven Eagles, which are to'the Suz not
before three, ta which adding four, you
make {even. - ‘

K And




144 An Expofition upon

And thus thy Work must be begun,

In figure of the Trinity,

Three of the Body, and of the Spirit threes
And for the unity of the fubftance [piritual,
One more then of the fubftance corporal.

Nd thusthy Work is brought to the
true Touch-ftone, and that is Trinity
inUnitysfor in this pordus of your Mercury
you have a potential Body, which is one
part of three of the Mercury, which may
by Art be made appear. This potential
Body is to be reckoned to your actual
Body, and that makes with it two, and
{0 in potentia you have two of the Body
to one of the Spirit, which is three to
three, and one to one.. And this poten-
tial Body is at firft {piritual and volatile,
( in manifeSto) for unity fake, without
which could be no unity. Thus then a
potential Body, but an a&ual Spirit, is
joyned with an actual Body, by which
means the attual Body, when it is altually
diffolved and made no Rody, but a Spi-
rit or Spiritual Body, then this potential
Spiritual Body (which was in the Water
betore )

— —
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Sir G, Ripley's fir§t Gate, 144
before) receives this potentialized Body;
and both unite and congeal together
and is endowed with a donble nature
and virtue, that is; Spiritual and Corpo-
ral, Heavenly and Earthly. And thus iz
made an union, of which the proportion
of the Water in its firft preparation,, and
its due mixing with its Body, was the
moving caufe, really though hiddenly eri-
torcing the Compound by the neceffity
of its end, which it could not have done
had it not been {0 proportioned.

ByRaymunds Repertory this is true
FProportion, there who lit o look ;
The fame my Door to me did [hews

THis s the true meaning of our pro-
- portions. both according to the my-
ftery of Internal and External pondus 5
this 1s that which Authors have {o much
concealed, both Raymund, Arnold, Al-
Lert, and all who ever have wrote of it :
I have broke the Ice firft in plain difco-

vering the myltery.
Yer for all this, you ftand in need ei-
ther of a Mafter, or of more then ordi-
K2 nary
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nary pains, accompanied with the blef-
{ing of God, elfe never look to'find out
this myftery, which thoughby me revea-
led more plainly then any, yet it will and
muft remain f{ecret even till the fulnefs
of time.

Put three of the Spirit Bacon fook
To one of the Eody : For which I awoke
fany a night ere I it wist.

And both be true, take which yon list.

f’g *Here 1s another External proportion,
which 1s three of the Spirit to one of
the Bodv, according to the working of

Noble £2¢cor, and many otherss which

though it {cem little to differ from the
former, ver there is a wide difference :
I know them both, but fhall not (et down

the grounds of the other 3 if you under-
{tand the former, the rule of it may guide
u in the latter 5 for there 1s an infalli-

ble rule of proportion, how the External
luternal ought to concur, to make a

cet Harmony @ only let me this aflure
you out of Norton, That if thy Body
bave plentyof drink , Then nnft thow wake

when

- ~—
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when thou defi’ § to wink 5 it will coft thee
more afliduity of boiling for to dry up
three parts, then two parts of Warer ;
and there muft be neceffarily a diverfity
of Internal pondys, for the Water being
of one and the {ame Inteérnal heat, and
the External fire being the fame, the dif-
ference of' decoltion between two parts
and three will be half in half almoft until
blacknef(s, though after blackne( there is
one and the fame time to both. Yer ei-
ther of thefe proportions are true, only
you mult'be fure to qualific your -Mes-

} cnry 10 heat, and your Regimen of your 'l
: Furnace accordingly as' you work with i
) one or other of thefe proportions, or elle |

i your firft token of the Crows head will

come wonderful {lowl] .

R Ifthe 1Water alfo be equal in proportion
& To the Farth with heat in die'neafure,
Of them will (pring a new Burgeon,

d | DBothwhite and ved in a TiniFure pure,
""" Which in'the Fire fball evey esidure.

w V Kill thon'the quick, the dead revive

0 Make Trinity Unity without any [Frive.
" , Thisis the fureit and beft proportion,

K 3 For
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For there is least of the part fpiritual 5
The better therefore fhall be folution,

Then if thou didst it with Water (mall,
Thine Earth over-glutting whichlofeth all.
Take heed therefore to Potters Loam,

And zrake thou never too nefl thy Womb.
That Loars bebold how it temper'd is,

The ntean aljo by which it is Calcinate,
And ever in mind look thou bear this,

T hat never thine Earth with Water be fuffo-

cate. ;

L{o if your Water have its proportion
qualified accordingly, you may tem-
per 1t with your Earth almoft in.an equal
quality, that is, two to three, ar three to
four 5 but be fure then of your due go-
vernment of external Fire, and a jult fize
of your Veffel, and {o you may expett
from this mixture Conception and Gene-
ration : for in this pondys you fhall find
the death of the Spirit, and the quick-
nine of the Body, and the exalting of
your Tindure fir(t into white, and ‘after
that into red, which will have ingre(s 1n=
to Bodies, and tyne them permanently
and radically. Though the TinCture 15
largelt

Qui
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largeft where the Water is'moft, but the
work 1s fpeedieft where the Water is
leaft, the Fire is alfo lefs hazardable;
but your true proportion of your Mer-
eury for [uch a pondus s hard to be found,
and thou wilt not eafily+find it unlefs
thoube very skilful 5 the middle propor-
tionis lefs difficult, that of three to one is
worle, for a Tyro , becaufe he may very
eafily have his time made tedious by it.
The laft would be better for fuch a one,if
it were not {o hard toapprehend, for the
Body would [oon be made noBody,and
the Spirit mortified, and {o Union would
follow: in a fhort time, in comparifon
to other proportions. So then if thou
knoweft how to prepare thy Mercury
aright for its Internal proportion, the
lefler thou putteft of theSpirir, the better
and quicker fhall be thy Calcination and
Diffolution 5 and the more thou giveft of
the Water, the longer thou fhalt be in
attamning the maftery : but if thou glut
thy Earth with Water, thou wilt {o (uffo-
cate the active virtue, that thy moifture
will not be dried up; at leaft it would re-
quire {0 tedious a decoftion, that thou

K4 wouldeft
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wouldeft never fee the effe&. But the
imediacrity is for thee the beft, at lealt at
firft 5 be not too covetous, nor too pro-
digal, for over:drinefs and over-moifture
are both enemies to Generation, and
make a barren Womb. ‘If thou be’lt witty
to apprehend therefore, I thall thew you
the certain waycof External proportion ;
for know, that as the Water 1s qualified
internally, fo.deth it -act externally, and
if ‘thou rcan{tdpprehend the {ympathy
that is between; the inward quality, and
the outward-effect; thou mavit eafily dif=
cérn by what ishapparent to {ight, that
which 1s hiddenly containéd.: Then for
your trueinformation take this rule:
Let your Body be very well {ubtilized,
and very pure, ( which is'a great matter,
at the leaft 24 Carrats) mix this at firft
with: twiceoas. much of its Water, and
grind i1t either on'a clean Glafs, or Mar-
bleMortar 3 grind it thorowly, asPain-
ters: ufe to grind their “Colours, - and
make not a light matter of this, for lack
of ‘one half hour or hours pains in thy
Amalgamation, thou mayft {et thy work
backward 2¢ or-3o dayss for the more
{ubtlely




(ubtlely the Az24jganma is mixed, the more
eafily ancl (peedily it refolves mtﬂ Mer-
cury, and is wrought upon, and the figns
appear. . When thou haft foundly .and
well ground it, and wafthed it very EIEHH
and dned it very thorowly, fo that there
be not the leaft moifture,in it, obferve
the temper s if it be plyable like to Pafte,

yetfo as when you incline it this way or

that, you fee no Water run to the incli-
ning i fde which you may eafily difcern,
it isa g{md&:fure temper; butifit be (0
hard and dry,that it will not {pread eafily,
it tacks moifture; or'if that Hydropi-
c¢al water run as it were within a skin, to
the declining ‘fide of your Amalganta,
add more cuf'mur Body to it, till you fee
that ﬁgﬁ nomore; and grind ‘it thorow-
Iy, as'1s faid, <and rather chufe tolean to
the other hand then to this for' there is
nothing more irk(Gme to an AFtift in his
Scholarfhip), ‘then to wait for his f' 1g0s
beyond the time.

Dry
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Dry up thy moisture with heat most tem-
perate..

Help Diffolution with moifture of the Moon,

And Congelation with the Sun, then bast
thou doge. . .

WHen thou haft done this, then be fure
' todecot it in a very gentle Fire till
it be dry, not by exhaling the Water,
but by coagulating it with the Body, in
which thy main care muft be, that thy
Veflel be clafe, and thy Fire gentle ;
Now the way to diftinguith a gentle
from a violent Fire, is a thing deeply
concealed by the envious, I {hall prefcribe
fome few rules.

1. Know that it is the internal Fire of
the Sulpbur of thy Water , which doth
petform the whole work.

2, That the external Fire is but an
outward circum(tance, which yet is fo
abfolutely neceffary, that nothing can be
effected without it.

3. The Regimen of the Fire is one Li-
near decottion, from the beginning to the

end of the Work, boiling the thick, and
(ub-
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(ubliming the thin, and fo diflevering
both ( faaviter @ cum ingenio) according
to.old Herunzes.

4. All our Maftery confifts in Vapour,
which cannot be done without Sublima-
tion and Diftillation 5 for if our Spirit
afcended not in a living form, it would
all alcend and -hang ; but afcending
quick, it returns again and moiftens the
Body. '

5. Our Diftillation or Circulation, is
not without a conftant motion of Separa-
tion 3 for asthe {ubtle is feparated from
the grofs by Sublimation, {o the thick of
that which 1s below is fevered from the
thin, which is by continual beiling and
decocting, without a moments intermiffi-
on : Therefore, {aith Herwes; thou fhalt
{ever the fubtle from the grofs, and the
thick from the thin.

6. Our tender Spiritlearns every day
more and more to {uffer Fire; and there-
fore, faith Aruold, boil it with a Fire
daily increafing : yet is it but one degree
of Fire, and that is boiling, till the Wo-
mans Empire is vanquithed 5 and then
there is another degree, and that is roa {t-

'll'lg.
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ing, which, hath two periods, leauﬂn,
and Calcination:' therefore fay Philo(b:
phers in the beginning, Cogue; that"is;
Boil, for ‘asmuch as the Stone is moift ;
and at‘the“end they fay, Af, thati 1:-,,
Roaft, for then the S‘rﬂne is dry.

7. Theperiods of the {trength of the
Fire are i this tirme many : every day if
thou canft,augment a little, that it may
increafe infenfibly, and you will find ‘the
effect the more {weetly and fpeedily.

8. The Philofophers in their defcripti-
on of the Fire, and its degrees, did more
obferve their matter and its capacity, then
the Fire it (elf

9. They chiefly liken their Work' to
Man’s Generation, and (o'they call their
Compound, Man : therefore {aith Ripley,
remember Man 1s the moft N{}b]E Crea-
ture.

10. ‘This'is the true meaning of 4r-
nold’s four degrees of Fire; Prinems forme-
tur'ut [enfus ez dnﬂ:memr-, that is; the
Stone 'being compared to Man , and its
fitlt moilt' Regimen'to a B:uhj the firfk
degree ‘makes it [Wweat géntly, as a Bath

to a Man, ‘which is lefs-hot ' then he can
(uffer,
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(uffer, doth caufe a gentle fweat. Senfr-
buws aquato gander natura [ecinde, is the
fecond degree,in ' which {weat is exceed-
ingly caufed, as a Bath: which isas hotas
a man can’ poffibly {uffer, caules a moft
violent (weat. ' Tertins excedit & cum
tolerantia ledit,is the third degree, which
caufeth bubbling ‘and {welling:, and an-
fwers to that heat which will blifter a
mans hand ; for.our Compound in this
heat rifech in blifters, which fall and rife
continually. . 7 effruior fenfus gandet pro-
cedere guartus,is the fourth heat of Con-
gelation, which takes away fenfe, that i,
quicknefs, and brings in ficcity, juft as
the cauterizing heat fears the flefh , and
drys the moilture. Thus hiddenly did that
fubtle Sophiftet veil his Fires.

11. Know that after 40 or 46 days con-
tinually boiling, the moifture will begin
to wafte, and the Compound will begin
to dry; which thou fhalt know, in that

the boiling will begin to turnto a fwel-

ling, like to Puff-pafte or Leavened-
dough.

12. Know thatin 36 days thou mayft
have thy. moifture begin to congeal,” if
_ thou
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thou be exatt in thy Fire, and Propor-
tions both inward and outward.

13, Know that thy Glafs muft be thick;
and very ftrong , and no lefs ftrongly
clofed, left it break with thofe winds
which the firft decoltion will raife inthy
Veflel.

i4. Let its neck be fomewhat long,
and faftned; that the motion which is 1n
the Glafs may not caufe it (by réafon of
the length and thicknefs of the neck; and
the Sublimation that s {till in it, in drops
which make 1t heavy ) to [way the
little Body one way or other 3 for if it
incline, the Matter will be apt to grow
to the inclining fide, which fhould be
avoided:

15. Let the neck be confiderably
cooler then the other part, that thy Va-
pours may condenfe in it, which elfe will
burft the Glafs vm]cntly,, fo mayft thou
give thy Fire more ftrong then other-
wile, and let thy neft be guarded from
UHHE‘CEH‘HF} heats and colds, which there-
fore would have holes at the top of the
Cover,; which may fhut over every Glafs,
and let out a part of the neck, which
would

| o
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would be very advantageous both for
the faftning of the Glafs, and condenfing
of Vapours.

16. This boiling will begin in the firft
three days, and if you be a good
Work-man, in the firft 24 hourss and
from its firft ebullition your time is to be
reckoned.

17. When you fee the Water thicken
in its boiling, there is lefs danger of
the Fire.

18. If your Fire go ‘out, your Stone
dies.

19. Every intermiffion of your Fire, is
a wafting both of its ftrength and vir-
tue 5 and befides the moft tedious pro-
tration of time, it makes the Stone fub-
je&t to many Sicknefles, which would re-
quire-a moft {ubtle Philofopher toamend,
and it lays your Stone in danger of ha-
ving a return of the Crows Pullets to
their neft, after they are fled, which isan
ominous fign. |

20. Your Gold is not totally Joit be-
fore blacknefs perfect 5 yet it may be fo
metamorphofed , as to puzzle the beft
Mechanick to reduce it, and then it is
never
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never (o full of Spirit as it was before:
21. Yer fome of it will be loft in a
fhort decottion, and moft ofit in thirty
days. ‘InaFire then governed according
to thefe Rules, dry up thy moifture : and
that thou mayft dry up the moifture of
thy Watery ;thou muft diffolve the Com-
pages of thy Body, fo then thy Water
diffolves thy Body, and-thy diflolved
Body re-congeals it {elf by a further de-
co&tion, and with it {elf congeals the ‘Wa-
ter, which in diffolution was (o united as
to make one with it. -

Four Natures into a fifth (o fbalt thon turn,
IVhich is a Nature moit perfelf and tews-
. perate.

TI—Ius fhalt thou turn thy four qualities
in which were repugnancy, into a
fith which is temperate; that 1s, thow
fhale in this drinefs of Calcination, recon-
cile the Mercury with its qualities of cold
and moilture, to Sulphur with its quali-
ties of heat and drinefs; {o fhall thy Ele-
ments temain at the bottom, and thy Ex-
halations fhall ceale, and the moifture

being
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being daily terminated into drinefs, by
the ferment of the Body, as Milk by Run-
nit is terminated into Cheefe, thou fhalt
hdve a middle product, partaking of the
complexion of either Parent.

But hard it is with thy bare foot to [purn
Againft a bar of Iron, or Steel new acuates
For many [0 do which be infatuate,

When they fuch bigh things take in band,
Which Ié} in no wife underftand.

Hus we have plainly and faithfully
done our duty, and by a Line as it
were have diflevered the Truth from
Falthood 5 yet we know, that in the
World dur Writings fhall prove as a cu-
rious edged Kyife; to fome they fhall
carve out Dainties, and to others it fhall
ferve only to cut their Fingers : yet we
are not to be blamed; for we do ferioully
profefs to any that fhall attempt this
Work, that he attempts the highelt piece
of Philofophy that is in Nature 5 and
though we write in Englifh, yet our
Matter will be as hard as Greek to {ome,
who . will think they underftand us well,
L when
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when they mi(con%rue our niﬂ_aning moft

perverfly : For is'it. imaginable that they

who are fools in Nature, (hould be wile

in our Books, which are tefltimonies un-

to Nature ?

In Fggs, in Vitriol, or in Bload,

What Riches ween they there to find 2

If they Philofophy underftood,.

They weuld not be in working (6 blind,

Gold and Stlver to° [eek out of its kind :

For like as Fire of burning principle is,

8o the principle of ¢ilding isGold I wis,

I(z; thowu therefore intend for to make =
rold or Silver by craft of our P hilofaphy,

Thereto neither Fggs nor Blood thou take,

But Gold aud Silyer, which naturally
Calcined wifély, and not manually,

A new Generation will forth bring,
Irrereafing its kind a5 doth every E;i-ﬁ"i‘ thing.

L Ome I ' know will ferve my Book as
~ they have ferved others, out of it they
will read their own fantaftick proceffes,
which T never dreamt of, nor yet are they
i Nature ; and whatever T write moft
plainly, they will Allegorize, and {3y it is
true,

e i —
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tine, for mattenof Operation he wrought
well, but withalk very envioufly and my-
flerioufly :' he calls the matter Gold, and
Merenry, buttharois but allufively 5 but
he:meant Egg-(hels calcined; or Vitriol,
oy Mans Blood, onDew, or Raifi-water,
or, Salt-peter; or Nitre, or Tartar, or this
orythat: thing,-according to their {ordid
faney, and fo they will proceed; fiothing
unfettled in their fancies by what T have
candidly written,'“Grofs Sots;’ thus' to
thank; that I inswhat I without any equi-
vocation call ‘Gold.rand. Meicnry, they
{hould make: tos allude to fuch 'triffes
it 1z thiedign of man Owl to be blinder, by
how much the Sunithines clearer ; let me
therefore to fatisfic the Ingenious, profe(s
andprotelt, that;without any Allufion or
Eigure in {peaking, our Matter 1s Gold,
epenitheopureltthat is:fold, or can be
bought:s this is:our Mafculine Sperm.
Andiontiother principle is Mercury, like
to that/\which is comnionly (old, in form,
infugand:colouryonly it 1s brighter, and
fomgwhat.more ponderous 3 and without
any Metaphor we call-1t  Argent vive.
In, the'making of this Mercury 1s all our

LoD k2 {ceret,
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fectet, and in the Regimen of the Fire «

dccording to its capacity, confifts the
whole Maftery. O fools and blind | think

of Thiltles? wherefore do you thiis wafte
Yyour Goods, proceeding in your Work;
as an Afs to his Crib, never confidering
the nature of the thing you go ‘about ?
If Gold and Silver be your intention to
produce, in what would you find them ¥
in Eggs, or Blood, in Salts, or fuchithings?
what a madnie3 is this? to'what end think
you thefe operations will tend > what
eonformity is there between what you
feek, and that which you take in hand ?
do you not confider the difference of im-
polition between thofe Su bjelts, and Me-
tals 2 how do you think that they fhould
give weight to imperfec Bodies, when as
they themfelves are far more light them-
felves? how can you expe@ from them
a [pccifick perfe® Metalline Tinlture,
which have not any thing Metalline in
them? You (e not your own madnefs.
It 18 no light matter to caufe a Body,
which perhaps is 10 or 12 partsat the
lealt in 16 defective of the dimenfions of

Gold,
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Gold, to penetrate its own dimenfions (o

many times, to an{wer your fond defires,
This which you attempt is to force Na-

. -ture, and to create Sperms, both which
~ .are vain to undertake, and truly impoffi-
- ble. “ Leave then this Sophiftry, and im-

brace true Light. To create Sperms js
Gods alone property, and every thing
hath its own Sperin, as it hath its own
Form : there is nothing that hath a femi-
nal virtue applicable to two things, every
thing hath its own Seed, and according
to its own Form. Gold therefore and
Silver being thine intention, let the fame
be thy fubject to work upon; Gold is
thy firft Bafis, for thy white mult firft
come out of thy red, and when thy white
Stone js perfe(t, then may(t thou nfe
Luna vulgar. Now Gold muft have its
hidden Seed extratted, and that is done
by Mercury in Calcinatjon, for that ope-
ration is the Mineral Copulation, in
which the Seeds are fent forth and min-
gled together, then fhall the old Body
die, and a new Body fhall ri¢ again, en-
dowed with a multiplicative virtue, ac-
eording to the natyre of all things 3 for

L3 it
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it (avours rankly of abfurdity and igno-
rance, to allow all things: almoft a multi=
plicative power, and o deny it to Gold,
the moft perfect of all {ublunary things.

And if it true were thiat profit might be,
T things which are not Metalline.

But fome will (ay, How will yon'an-
4 fwer the Philofophers, who affirm that
their Stone is m all things, though in fome
things nearer,and in fomg things at grea-
ter diltance, yet in all things according
to therule of  ( propinguins & resotins <)
Tofuch 1anfwer, I grant and know that
all things originally owe all their princi-
ple material unto Water, and their for-
mal unto Light 5 and according to the
congrefs of thefe two principles, throngh
the command of the Archirect, this Light
doth illuminate the material Water in‘a
fingular way, according to the Tdeal (pe-
cies which were before in the Archetype:
So then the Matter refides in Water, ‘the
Informing in Light, and ‘the determina-
tion of the Form, which is as T may fay
the Form's formality, is‘inthe will of the
A i Creator,
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Creator, firlt impreflfed or fealed in the
word ( ffat,) and ratified in his command
( producat wnumagnodgue juxta [peciem
Juarz.) Now to apply this to our prefent
‘purpofe, in Water and Light all things
agree, in the determination of Illumina-
tion they differ. This determinative f€n:
tence of the Almighty, fealed a great va;
riety in the producs of the Matter and
Form, which are in themfelves general,
and being thus (ealed, not any thing can
pafs from its kind to mix with another
kind, but it will caufe a prodult parta-
king of either Parent, nor can mixture
be made but in the {ame genas or [pecies 5
as an Apple may be graffed,on a Crabs
tree, a Man may ( though abominably }
mix with a Bealt, (licentia naturali’) but
out of genus or [pecies nothing can mix.
There are al{lo many particularexceptions
of things in one genys , for many Trees
I knew which the Art of man cannot in-
graff one in another, (0 as to grow, will
yet grow well ingraffed elfewhere ; fo
a Dog and a Moufe cannot mix, being
one (0 difproportionable to another,
But this by the by.

L4 To
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To retnrn to our intention, we fay,
that as all things are’ by the will and
power of God I‘Eepiﬁ’cated, {o with the
deftruCtion of that fpecies. the Form (as
to that individual ) perithing, (for no
intire fecies can perith ) things may both
by Nature'and Art return to their firft
ftable principle material, which is Water,
of which Nature, if it found it in a con-
venient place, might ( impregnating it
with a Metalline Seed ) produce a Me-
talline Sperm, or viftofity, which then
might be a Metal by decoction, and yield
unto our work a profitable (ubject,

As in Blood, Fggs, Hair, Urine, or Wine,

Or in meanMinerals digg’d out o f the Mines

Tet muft that Element be firft purified and
Jeparate, ' g

And with Flements of perfect Bodies be

: df_f}la#j&te. | '

O then if thou canft (as by the Liquor
M Alcaleft thon mayft) reduce a Body
(be it what it will, whether Eggs, or Hair,
or Urine, or a Spirjt ardent, or any mean
Mineral which is not of a Metalling impo-
Iv 2iis A R B R o g Wi d s BRLE ﬁtiﬂn;




Sir G. Ripley’s fir§t Gate. 167

fition) to Water, and after knoweft how
to impregnate that Water with a fpeei-
ficated, féminal, influential Ltght {o that
that Watcr may penetrate its dimenfions
at thelealt 16 times, and become a Mine-
ral, Mercurial Juice 5 thou may(t then ex-
pe& as much profit from that Merenry,
as from the beft Mercury that is (old in
the Apothecaries fhops, and No more 3
for thnu mayft (o pur:ﬁe it, and (eparate
its feces and crudities, as that it may be-
come fit to joyn with thy perfet Eodies .
but I doubt this way will be {o hard,
(try it when thou wilt, I fear the firft
will puzzle thee all thy life long, to turn
all Bodles into Water, and the next
would puzzle all the Devnls in Hell, to
bring this Water to a Metallick eminal
vilcofity ) that thou hadft better leave
mufing on thefe Impoffibilities, and take
my coun(c], that is, feek it there where
Nature hath put it.
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But firft of thine Elénients maké thon Ro-
. bation, '-
And into Water thisie Eavrthturs firftof all,
Then of thy Water make Air by levigation,
And Air make Fires thes Mafter I will
thee call '

?f all our Secrets great .::mi;fmaﬂ o
ke wheel of Eleraents then aft thon turn'd
about,

Truly conceiving our Writings withont doubt.

TAke of thy clean Mercury, which is
animated according to what 1 have

* Inroitus faithfully taughtin my littleLatine* Trea«

#pertus,

tife, and miix it with thy Bedy, as there
I told you, without ambiguity 3 put i
ina Glafs, as I there advifed, and govern
it with a Fire, as'T in that Treatile or-
dered, and thou fhalt (ee thy Elements
circulate’; firlt thou (halt  have thy Gold
diflolved, which thou. fhalt know by thy
firft fign, which is a whitene(s which wil
arife hike a skin in boiling upon the Wa-
ter. This Water will be made aérial, by

fubliming in a continual Vapour 5 for by

conltant and continual Sublimation, our

Stone

-
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Stone is infpired, and takeslife in the Air,
and Tives , and fhews the “aions of life,
and a living Water or Dew fhall from the
top of the Glafs defcend iipon the lower
grounds; and‘make them FE:’E&iﬁéa then
{hall the Central Fire, which was hidden
in the Earth, and is now in the Wa-
ter, come forth and afcend with the
Water, and in the form ‘of Air and Va-
pour, fhall beautific thy Veffel with
-changable colours, Citrine, pale, blewifth
and blackifh : This is the Fire of Radical
Sulphur, which when it is once ftirred up,
is'like unto the Fiery Dragon, and
Tgnis Tnfernalis by thisthoumayft know
that the Heaven and the Earth, the Form
and the Matter, the Male and the Female
ate now beginning Conjunétion :, when
thou f(eeft 'this fign, rejoyce, for know
that now thy Bodies are made in greateft
part no Bodies; and this if thou doft
work well, will be in 30 or 36 days.

This
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ﬂw done, go backwards tnrning thy wheef

.y again,
Andinto Water turn thy Fire anon,
Air into Earth, elfe labonrest thou in vain,

Ow know, that all our three Circu-
¥ lations are fo called not without
great reafon, for [0 indeed they go on as
a Wheel ;s put a Nail in a Wheel, and
turn it, and you fhall (ée the Nail will
with one half of your turning a{cend,and
the other half defcend : And then that
Circulation is compleat, and you then
muft go on to another Circulation.
Thefe our Circulations are Solution
and Congelation, Volatization and Fixa-
tion, opening and fhutting ; when once
thou haft brought thy Bodg y to the height
of Subtiliation, that the Spirit by de-
coction can bring it to, then the Spirit
hath done its work, and ceafeth then to
be ative 5 then begins the diffolved
Body to work after its kind, and then
the Spirit is paffive, and the Bodyaltive 5
thus paffive Natures are made active, and
altive paflive, which is the Key of our
/ - Mas
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Maftery. Firft then, advance the Spiri¢
above the Body, till the Fire be difco-
vered, which is in a yellow colour 3 then

‘advance the Body over the Spirit, till the

Earth again appear, which is in a colour
blacker than Pitch 5 which firft will begin
with blewnefs, and this will decline da
more and more unto blacknes. This
yellow colour remember that it comes
with a moifture of the Compound, other-
wife what you do is all in vain : turn j¢
then into Water, thatis, let this yellow-
nefs appear iz bumido, till by oppofition
from the terrene qualities there be en-
gendred a blewne(s, then continue this
ecoction till all be ‘intirely black, for in
grofs moifture heat working, engenders
blacknefs, with fuch like grofs colouts. :
For [o to temperament is brought onr Stome,
And Natures contraiions. four, are made
DRETSN 8
Afier they have three times been circulate,
Alfo thy Bafe perfeidly confummate. -, )

" Hy Air then muft be thickned with
the Body, which'is terrene and grofs”

being
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-

eing not. yet putrified, and by, this mearis
the Fire and the Air, and the E th and
‘D};_"_'ei‘ will accord 5 for Aw will agree
ma; Watex, and Farth with Fite : The
gif.?l?ﬁ.iﬂg. then - tempered with, Earth,

ath by this reconeile the Water and. the
Fire, Thus our firlt decoftion confounds

the Elemenrs, and, thus oux Stene which
was of [evered gualities, 1 brought te a
f@ﬁ{’-??ﬂfﬁ:n?fﬁ;m hus by a natural Circu:
lation, the Quadrangle is made a Circle,
and ftour quﬁiit‘ies make a fifth; whichisa
Neuter from the four, and. yet. partakes
of all.. ‘This fitk Conjunction natural
which is made in the Glafs without lay,
ing on of hands, which we ¢all Triptas
tive, isthe ground of the laft Tetraptive
Conjunction, which-is made in the turns
ing round of the three Wheels, which
doth perfedt the $tone.

| Thus wnder i‘ée'ﬁimiﬂnre of the Moon.

~NOvern then thy Bath firlt xﬁigh“'a tﬁuiﬁ_
Fire, until the” Body be made no

Body, buta ying Spitis s this isghe tjme
e _ ' .
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to the Moo .; for our Gold till it be dif~
folved , all 'the work depends only upon
the altive virtue of the Water, which
caufeth the flow appearance of our figns,

And ynder the temperate heat of the Sun,
Thy Elements fhall _&; incinerate foon,
A,;)‘/d then. "J-f{{tf#ﬂ'f the Mastery won.
Thank God thy Work wes [o begun =
For then hast thon one token true, L

Which first in blackne[s to thee will fherw. ¥

W_H%.;’p thou .haft by thy. firft ' Waters
¥ Pontick virtue and firinefs, (O far
diffolved thy Body as to fet at liberty. its
internal Sulphur, then thy Operations will
be [peedy ; for the Sulpbyr of the Water,
together with the natural Sulphur of thy
Gold, by mixture will make an unpatural
Fire, which will then burn like to .the
Fire of Hell, firft making a total end of
that_diffolution which was but in part
made by the Water, and after that dry-
ing up and congealing its own moifture,
and the moifture of the Water, unjting
the Sulphur of the Sy and the Sulpbys of |
the Water, ‘and the I%grﬁ;;y_uf tﬁe J’m

and
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and the Mercury of the Water, and the’
1l united Sulphur prevailing over the united
i Humidity, rotting it into powder as (mall
i as Atoms, black of the blackeft black,
thou fhalt then, fee a total mixture of || 1
: di Seeds, and death of thy Compound. | ¢
11 This rotting will begin.about the 42, 46 | ¢
{ or 5¢t" days and the figns of itare, the it
Fumes ‘will not afcend, but the Matter ¢
i will boil at the bottom of the Glafs, like !

to melted Pitch, boiling and bubbling, | «

. welling and puffing in a black colour, t
I E“ every day blacker and blacker, fhewing b
o i t

f

changable rotting colours ir its boiling.
This will continue till it be fo thick, that
it boil not, but grow hard and {well ; yet .
it will vary often,and appear fometimesas | u
though dry, and fometimes a little moi- §
! fture will appear, with fre(h bubbling, but | [
i ‘no Fumes. And this will laft about 46 | i«
aF days, no Fumes rifing at all, {o thatabout |
|' : the 84“" or 90""1 da}', after th}" Matters al

i i begin.to be boiled "in ‘a continual de- | 4y
iy cottion, Putrefaction will be compleat, —f a}

i and then Sublimation or Circulation will | o

ikl begin again, which in 46 or 50 days will | 1y
Il end in a white Dove. .l teaf
| - This
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- Thas firflt token of blacknefs proclaims
thee a Mafter, after which thou.canft not
well mifs, unlefs thou wilt. This is the
aftonithment of-Art; to make Gold vola-
tile, which was (o fixed : be patient then,
and boyl continyally till:your Gold be-
gin to ditlélve,iand come npon the Wa-
ter Diké: a Creah. Then ¢ontinue youir
decection uil the colour bégin to change
into an imperfect Citrine, wwith moifture,
and fend wp. yellowith vapours. This Ci-
doine will foon'be. mixed with a blewilh
black } and, yet continue ithe déco&ién
till the Cloudsbegin to rifey.and a dark
milt : then ¢ontinue your. boyling , till
breath fail, thatds; the Clouds-and Fumies
ariic no mog sihen.the Compound boyl
at the bottom withour Fumes, and will
fhew dark, oblcure, reddifh, vellowifh,
Blewith, ‘graylarid blackifh colours 3 then
weentnue yohr: decoltion till the Body
-and; whole. Gompound begin to rot into
1Atoms, whichitlie 50t day ‘will give you
ra:Harbinger or:fore.runner of, with Pit-
chy blacknefs 5 thenknow that all is tho-
Towly mingléd together, and will never

-€eafe till the..damned Earth come, the

M Earth
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Earth of Leaves, which is'a duft im-

spalpable.
The Head of the Crow that token call we,

Hand j&me do call it the Crows Fill,

-Same call it the Afbes of Hermes Trees

And thuys they name it after their will,
Owur Toad of the Earth which eateth kis fill.
Some call it by what it is mortificate,

Qur Spirit with Venom intoxicate.

But it bath names I [ay to thee infinite 5
For aftereach thing that blacknefs isto fight

"« Named it is, till time it waxeth white 3

Then bath it names of more delight,
After all things that been full white.
And the red likewife after the famse,
After all red things doth take the narie,
At the firit Gate, &c. |

His token theniscalled the Crow, the

L. 4  Crow’sHead,and the Crow’s Bill, for

it is a (hining blacknefs, Jike unto Prin-

ters Ink, ora folid Coal néw broken; or

the moft black and compacted broken
Pitch. |

Others name it the Afhes of Fermes
Tree, for it is Afhes out of which grows
a

S —
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a Tree afterwards, beautiful and glorious
with Sprigs and Branches, and changable
colours.

And indeed this liberty the Philofo-
phers have taken, to call it what they
hft: they call it their Toad which craw-
Jeth on the ground, and feedeth upon the
{lime of the Earth s becaufe before it is
quite black, 1t may refemble the colours
of 2 Toad, and 1ts likenefs, puffing and
{welling, and rugged with bunches and

- blilters, and knobs.

Orthers call it a Spirit killed with its
own deadly poifon, that is; Mercury dif-
foiving Gold, in which diffolved Body
(which then feems a Spirit) thereis a hid-
den ferment, which may recongeal the
fame : this fermental virtue it 1s that doth
coagulate or thicken the Water, thatto
the wonder of the Beholders what before
was thinner and thinner, doth after 40

days thicken, till it come' 'to a duftor

powder like to impalpable Atoms.
But I {hall not infift upon thefe deno-
minations, there being{o many given to

it'by the Envious, that'there is nothing

almoft in the World that is black, or may
. M2
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be made black by the Fire, but they have

named it by it. Alfo whatever is filthy -

or fzculent, or unfavoury either to tafte
or [mell, they have Allufively called their
Stone by, in reference to its firlt putrid-
nefs or corruption. So likewife when
by continuance of decoction the colour
changeth to white, they then call it their
Swan, their Dove, their white Stone of
Paradife, their white Gold, their Alabla-
{ter, their white Smoak, and in a word
whatever is white they do call it by. And
fo the Red they name their Vermilion,
their red Lead, their Poppy of the Rock,
thew Lyre, their Bafilisk, their red Lion,
and in (um it borrows the names of all
red things.

Now thou art entred the firlt five
Gates of the Philofophers Caftle ; for do
not believe but that Caleination is verily
Putrefaction, and is done by Diflolution,
Separation and- Conjun¢tion, as if thow
haft-attended -this difconr® thou mayit
eafily conceive: only here is the Sophifim,
after this total Calcination, there is a re-
lenting again 5 for as I {aid before, our
Operation is but turning as it were of a

Wheel,
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Wheel, which runs one half ofits circu~
lation diretly backwards to its firft pro-
%rem Thou {ublimeft fo long, till the

ody is made as volatile as it may be, this,
is the activity of the Spirit ; then thou
congealeft {0 long, till ‘all appear like
Atoms, and then is thy bodily virtue
active, and/thy Spirit paffive 5 then thy
Spirit begins to be active again; and: thy
Compound which was apparently fixed,
relents again and diftils as before, till 1t
come to its: height again of volatility,
which is again a Separation 3 then is ce-
lebrated again a Conjunction Tetraptive,
and from that time all afcends and de-
{cends together, and there is {uch an
union, that there doth not then (“asat
firlt ) exhale a quick Fume, and delcend
upon the bodily Moles, but all afcends
like to a glmmus Tree with branches,
and is not {ublimed to'the top, but {prouts
up like the tender Frolt'in a fair morn-
ing, which fallsand rifes till all becomea
Powder impalpable. So-then after Calci-
nation is‘agam a Solution . and thar di-
vides between Azoth and f ator; and a
diftilling Separation in which 4zoth wafh-
M 3 eth




180 Ar Expofition upon

eth Laton;, and after that a Conjunction,
not of the four Elemental qualities only .
which was in the firft Conjunction, but of
the Elements them(elves, the Body, Soul

and Spirit 3 and then is made another
Calcination into a white Calx, which by
continual decoion relents again, and is
made volatile again: for our Wheel goes
round, and when it is come thither
whence it fet forth, 1t begins again.
Thus is made a third Solution, Sublima-
tion and Calcination into a red Flixir,
which is the Sabboth of Nature and Art 3
at which being arrived, there 1s no far-
ther progrels without a new Marriage,
either by Ferment or otherwife, accor-
ding to the rule of Nature and Art: fo
that indeed all our work is three Rota-
tions, and every Rotation hath three
Members, Solution, Sublimation, and Cal-
cination. The firlt Solution, 1s called In-
ceration, and Redu&ion or Liquefaction,
the fecond propetly Solution, the third
Inceration. Thefir(t Sublimation is called
Diftillation , Afcenfion and De{cenfion,
the fecond Separation and Ablution, the
third Exaltation and Sublimation. The

firlt
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Firft Calcination is called Calcinationand
Conjunétion Triptative, Putrefattion, &ve.
The fecond Congelation, Albification and
Fixation ; the Third Illumination, &vc
only remember, thou in thy firlt Calciia<
tion attaineft compleat Putrefdttion; 1
the fecond the compleat white Zlixir]
and in the third the compleat Red.. This
I premife to undeceive thee; that thou
mayft not think to have a Calcinatiorr
firft, 2 Diffolution next; a Separation
thirdly, a Conjunétion fourthly, a Putre=
faction fifthly, &ve. No vérly, whemn
thou firlt putteft thy Matters into the
Veflel, in the firft day of thy Operation;
thou giveft a Fire in which! thy .Coms-
pound boilcth, (welleth, and puffeth vifi2
bly, and drops run down i veins off
from the Convex of thy Glifs; for i
this Merciry thy Gold will, beyond the
nature of any other Mercury; flow in the
Fire as if the whole was Mercury, and
boyl vifibly, which muft névet ceafe, not
a moment, for it brings imminent damage:
In the firft days of your boyling ; whichi
is accompanied with a cnnftam'afcffnding
and return of Fumes, your Compoun

M 4 grows
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grows moreland more liquid, now and
then ‘a skin appearing in the form of a
diftinguiihable, though not very obfer-
vable, whitenefs. At length a yellowifh
colour will appear, lefs at firft, and mote
afterwards diftinguifhable, both in the
boyling Compound below, and in the
Fumes above; and when thou feeft thy
Glafs as ifit were all over gilded, where

the Fumes alcend with a blewnefs, then

know that thy Man and Wife do mix
their Seeds, then fhall an obfcure green-
nefs pafs and.continue a (¢afon, then fhall
thy Fumes diminith, and at length be

none at all, and the Compound (hall

boyl and fwell in the bottom of the
Glafs.

After that, the more you boyl, your
Compound will be the more black, com-
ing at laft to the tempér of melted Pitch
for colour and bubbling, which fhall rot
with obfcure colours untill it come to
the period of Putrefa&tion, which is a
moft exquifitely fubtle, black, un@uous
Powder ,  which about the 84 or
9ot day ina good decoftion will be
compleat;

Take
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- Take heed now, for 1 fhall not make"
fuch another part;cu]ar Sylteme of the
Work in allmy Writings. When the ful-’
nefs of compleat Calcination is perfect,
then will the: parts begin: to liquefie to-
gether again, and you then fhall fee Va-
pours begin to arife again, firflt like to
a Smoak, which will after return in drops
condenfing on the Vefiel fides, which’
believe me 1s a gallant fight 5 for in this
Operation as blacknefs by little wears
away, fuch colours will appear which
thou canft not imagine, that thou wilt
{teal from Natures due to fatisfie thine
eyes in the beholding of it, when thou
ﬂmuldc[’c {leep. _

This Circulation with infinite variety
of colours will lat between 20 and 30
days, and then thou thalt fee thy Matter
appear pretty white, which then will
grow whiter and whlter till it become
like a glittering Sword in the Sun-beams :
truft me, for [ have (een this fhining
(parkling whtte which yet will be quick
like 2 moft glorious Heaven-born AMer-
¢nry, the fubject of wonders.

Then fhall thefe Fumes begin to ceafe,

and
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and thou fhalt fee a €ongelation, like to
the (parkling twinkling eyes of Fifhes,
which moving unceffantly on the Fire,
will glitter incomparably and wonder-
fully, and thickning more and more, it
will fprout like the tender Froft in a molt
amiable luftre, and in 25 days fhalt thou
have it a moft impalpable undifcernable
Powder. Now thou needelt no farther
inftruction, only this let me tell you, that
the continuing your Glafs in the Fire,
and increafing it difcreetly, this white
will relent again, and change into a per-
fect green, and will again circulate and
become perfect Azure, and at the length
thicken, and in the end become (after a
long Citrinity ) in a2 moment a {parkling
red pure impalpable Powder. Under-
ftand this well, and you will not be ama-
zed any longer with the diftin&tion of
our Operations, which is but Solution
( which contains Separation or Sublima-
tion, and Volatization) and Coagulation,
which contains Conjunéion, Calcination
and Fixations; and all is but a fucceffive
attion and paffion of Gold the Body
and his qualities, and Mercury the SDL:iI
an
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and its qualities, between which inter-
cedes a Spirit of Life, which carries them
up and down like a Wheel, which turns.
till it returns thither whence it procee-
ded, and then begins again and turns fo
long till it finds 1ts reft, which is in the
Fiery Cathedra, the red of the reddeft,
the great FElixir commanding all Metals,
and reducing them to the highelt period
of Nature, which is Gold it felf, having
attained a plafguam perfeition, through
the marvellous co-operation of Art and
Nature.

Thus Gold is thy Bafe or Foundation,
the Centre to which all thy Gperations
return, and in which they reft ; for they
are but Circulations in their own kind,
and thefe Circulations are unceflantly
carried along through the never-ceafing
a&ion of the Fire, which a little in-

termiflion would retard notably, an ex-
tin&tion of the heat would extinguifh ir-
recoverably. If any then {hould ask us,
what our natural Operation of the Stone
is 5 we would anfwer, a making of active
Natures paffive, and paffive adive, by
continual decottion. We boyl continu-
g ally,




186 < 'dn Expofition upon

ally, and when the Spirit is acive there
is a conftant afcenfion and defcenfion,
and the Body is diffolved and made to
fly like a Spirit; and when the Body is
attive, the Fumes by little and little ceafe,
and the Compound remains below, boil-
ing without fuming, thickning and then
at length calcining : and this is without
hands repeated three times, the Fire only
being kept continually, and then a Sab-
both of reft and perfe&ion is attained :
in the mean time divers colours come and
go, which the dying Body and vegetative
Soul do work and caufe. Trult me, Friend
and Brother, thou never had{t fuch a
manuduct as this in thy life, the Reafons
of my plainnefs my little Latine Treatife
doth clearly fhew.

The Battle's fought, the Conqueft won,
The Lyon {Jﬂfd revi-v’df i

The Eagle’s dead which did bin: flay,
And both of fenfe depriv’d. J

The Showrs ceafe, the Dews which fell
For fix weeks, do uot rife s

The ugly Toad that did [o fivell,
Wwith [welling bur(ts and dies.

The
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The Avgent Field with Or is flain'd,
With Violet intermix’dy
The fable Blackis not difdain’d,
Which fhews the Spirits fix'd.
The Compound into Atoms tnrs dy
The Seeds together blended 5
The flying Senl to th'Farth return'd,
The foaring Bird defcended.
The King and Queen contunmlate,
And joyn'd as one togethers
That which before was two, by Fate
Is ty'd, which none can fever.
The King begets the Queen with Child,
Conjunttion doth allay
Their fury who before were wild,
Conception both doth flay-
The King is Brother to bis Wife,
And fhe to him is Mother
One Father is to both, whofe life
Depends npon each other.
7 he one when dead, the other dyes,
And both are laid in Grave s
The Coffin’s one inwhich both lyes,
FEach doth the other [ave.
et each the other doth defiray,
And yet both are amended’s
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One without tother bath no joy, "
Both are of one defcended.
Twice fonrty days do come and go,
 To'which twice five are added,
| Thefe do produce a perfect Crow,
bl Whofe. blackrefs chears hearts [added.
Twice fificenmore praduce a Dove,
Whafe wings are bright and tender,
Twice tez wore make the Soul above
11 To need no Fire defender.
i ] For Sonl and Body (0 conbine,

The Spirit interceding,

A R Tintture to give of Silver fine,
£l | The Soul the Body in leading.
Alfo fuch fixity to add, )
| K Againft the I lames prevailing,
W hich may the Chymift make full glad,
i ! 1 he Saphister ftill failing.

i Who fecks in fancies fon to find
11y Our Art Jo much concealed,

i i Not-dily weighing in. his.mind
il That:tis a Fonntain fealed,
i }LL Which.one thing only canunlock 5
Wl This one thing learn taknaw,
Left yonithe [avs¢ event: fhonld moch,
i T]\ Thut' thing thefe. Liwes -do fhew.

AN
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The Second (sate Opened,
Which i1s

DI SSOLUTTON,

Of Diffolution now will I [peak a word or
two, :

- Which fheweth ont what erft was hid from
Jight,

And ﬂrﬂk{ffﬁ intennale fbf::g; that were
thick alfo,

By virtwe of our firit MenStrue clear and
bright,

In which our Bodies eclipfed been of light,

And of their bard and dry compaition fub-
tilate,

Tuto their own firft Matter kindly reiro-
gradate.

Hﬂving.run through the Chapter
of Calcination, 1 now come to
handle Diflolution, which as 1
{aid before, is the fir{t beginning of the

Spirits activity, and it is the firft half of
N the
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the Wheel which turns up the Spirit, and
dowt the Body 5 the fecond hath a con-
trary operation, for it makes the Body
active, and Spirit paffive: (o then Calci-
nation hides the profundity of the Body,
which Solution difcoverech. It is'then
nothing elfe but a boiling of hard and
dry Bodies in our Mereury, in a conve-
ment Frre,' fo long till they be diffolved
and made thin 3 then the (ame Fire makes
themfly, and flying they condenfe and
return in drops on the Body, and moiften
1t: This is Solution and Sublimation to-
gether, for the Water circulating upon
the Body, doth foften it, and by often
Feturning doth at length bring it toits
own nature of moifture. In this Refolu-
tion , according to Artephins, the Sun
lofeth 1ts colour and is darkned, and the
Moon doth not give her light, for all
things are turned into their confufed
Chaos, or firft Matter, in which the Ele-
ments with their qualities are hurried
together.

e ————
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Cune ik Genderthey be, and in Nuvither tio,

Whofe Father is the Sun, and the Moon the
Mother s

T he mover is Mercury : Thefe and no more be

Our Magnefia, our Adrop, and none other

Things bere be,but only Sifter and Brother :

That is to mean, Acent and P atient,

Sulpbur and  Mercury co-effential to our

iutent.

He caufe of this is the Homogeneity

of the Matter, wherein they agree

1n eflence, together with the difference
which 1s between them in Sex, they be-
ing in the Glals as Male and Female ; and
1n ripene(s of years one being more 'ma-
ture, and by confequent more adtive,
(to wit, the Surz, who therefore is the Fa-
ther } the other more crude (in com-
parifon of the Sz ) and {0 more paffive,
viz. the Moon, which therefore is the
Mother of our Stone. This Mother is
our Mercury ( which for its eminent dif-
ference from any other Mercury, is called
the Moon ) with its internal true Sulphur,
which is hidden under its Mercurial form,
N 2 doth
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doth firlt move 5 for at firft our Body,
which 1s Gold, 1s dead , and liveth not
till it be quickned by our Mercury, then
it lives: it behoveth thee then to putin
thy Body and thy Water, and let them
ftand together, and add nothing to them.
This Compofition duly made we call our
Magnefia, and our Adrop, and nothing
entreth, neither Powder nor Liquor, fave
only thefe two fpecies, which fpecies are
the perfelt Body and Argent vive.

Thefe two {prung out of one Root,
for as I told you, the Soul of thy anima-
ted Merexry 1s perfect true Gold, yet vo-
latile, which by Art may be made to ap-
pear in a fixed form: {0 then we joyn
Confanguinity with Confanguinity, Bro-
ther with Sifter, and make them become
together Man and Wife. Thefe two by
continual Fire do at and re-adt, the Wo-
man firlt, and then the Man, feveral,
which then are joyned and make one
Hermaphrodite, acting one half of each
Circulation as 2 Woman or Spirit, and the
other half as a Mari or Body.

' For each of the two principles have a
Sulplur aad a Mercuriality 5 the Gold or
Body

Dy e OO
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Body hath its Sulphur external and appa-
rent, the Mercury the Spirit hath it inter-
nally hidden, yet both thefe are co-eflcn-
tial each to other, and in that refpedt
they are the only fubjetts in the World
for our Art.

Between thefe two in quality contrarious,

Tngendred is a mean moft marvelloys,

Which is onr Mercury and Menfirue un-
Fuous ; -

Onr [ecret Sulpbur working invifibly,

Move fierce then Fire burning the Body,

Diffolving Metals into Water Mineral,

Which Night for darknefs in the North e

do call.

FOr with their Homogeneity , they
have withall fuch a Contrariety n
oppofite qualities, that they do no fooner
feel the Fire, but they are ftirred up to
Work, and boiling and circulating ma
continual Ebullition or Vapour, they do
mingle their homogeneal qualities toge-
ther : by reafon of which there is a
{trange medinm, of anunnatural Fire and
a putrefying Bath ingendred, then the

N 3 Sulphur
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8ulp bur or Fire of the Gold, which is the
Fire of Nature, and the Sulpbur of the
Water, do embrace one another, and thefe
two make an unnatural Fuire, 1n which
the Humidity appears, and the Sulphur
being hidden to the eye, appears in its
effetts only to fight, and that is, 1t burns,
deftroys and conquers the Bﬂdies, which
common Fire never could do, making

them to be no Bodies, but a Fume of

Mineral Vapour; and in this Operation
the Elements are confufed, and make our
Chaos which 1s void and dark, for here
the Lights of the World are eclipled, the

Sun 1s darkned, and the Movz theweth

not its light : which watrifhne(s of the
Compofitions, for its abundance of moi-
fture, and privation of light, we call
Wmter, and Night, and the North Lat-
tude of our Stone.
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But yet 1 trow thon underftandft not utterly,
The very fecret of Philofophers Diffolution,
Therefore underftand me, 1 connfel thee wit-
tily,

For iﬁéytmtb Twill tell thee without delyfion,
Our Solution is canfed of our Congelation;
For Diffolution on the one fide corporal,
Canfeth Congelation on the other fide [piri-

tnal.

W Hen once thou haft the true maltery
of our Diffolution, thou needeft
take no care for Congelation, for go-
verning it on with thy Fire, thou fhalt
attain Coagulation without any laying
on of hands. Therefore {aith Ricardws,
above all things it is wonderful, that in
our work, Calcination, Diffelution, Subli-
mation, Putrefadtion, Separation, Con-
juntion, Death and Purification, {hould
be performed in one Veflel, and one
linear decottion, without laying on of
hands : for verily the Diffolution of the -
Body thickensthe Spirit, as it isin Water
in which Gum or fuch a thing is difloi-
ved ; for by how much the one is diffol-

N 4 ved,
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ved, the other is congealed : this proves

the naturality of our Work, for as a gtain
of Corn is in the bowels of the Earth

(oftned with the moift Vapour; and fwel-

leth thereby, this Vapour is alfo termina-
ted by the fermental odour of the Grain,

and (o both grow up together into Stalks
and Ears, |

And we diffolve into Water which wetteth
70 hand ;

For whenthe Earth is integratly incinerate,

Then is the Water congeal'd : This under-

ftand,

For our Flements are Jotogether concatenate,

That when thy Body frons its [firs# forse is
alterate, '

A new form is indued immediately,

Since nothing being without all form is ut-
terly,

O we in our Work diffolve our Body,
which is Gold, in its own Water, in
which itis foftned as a Seed in its proper
ground, and being {oftned it relents into
Water, not diaphanous, ‘fuch as is the
j - } - = -
Waters of the Clouds, or of Fountains,

but
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but Mineral, e€ven Mercury which wet-
teth no hand nor cleaves to any thing
but that whmh is of its own {ubftance
and eflence.

So that then in our Work, our two
Principals work not according to their
fingle difpofitions, but as conjunct ; the
one, faith the Ph!l{:{bpher dyeth not
WIthout its Brother : theref‘me when
thou calcineft the Earth, thou dolft in it
and with it calcine the Watex and inthis
the Souls of both are tyed togEther to
the end that they may ferve the wile Phi-
lofophers. Thereﬁ:}re let all thy ftudy be
to unite Natures, which thou canft never
do, unle(s thou (eparate firlt their Souls
by Sublimation, and afterwards unite
them b]acknc@, which a continual Cir-
culation of thy Water upon the Earth
will produce.

Nﬂw know, that when thou (ceft thy
Water and thy Body boil together, {0 as
to thicken one another, and to congeal
one another, that then thy {cierice is true,
and then thy Body which thus thickens,
is not the [éme whlch thou putteft in, but
a middle coagulate, a ferre zi’dam:m, a

Limuys
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Limus. and Chaos, for one form being
taken away, afecond neceflarily follows
immediately ; for as no Body can at any
time have more than one form, (o can it
never be void of all form.

And here a fecret Twill to thee difclofe,

Which is the ground. of onr fecrets all,

And it not. knowsn thou fhalt but lofe

Ty labour and costs both greas and [meall ;

Take heed therefore in ervor that thow not

all.

mej;mré'tﬁiﬁe Earth, and the lef; thy n20i-

[fiure be,

The rather and better Solution Jhalt thou fee.

ANd here take notice by the way, that

that is no total Diffolution which is
before Calcination, but only partial, the
Water refolves as much as'it can of the
Body, o much that it doth fever between
its Spirit and Body 5 but by reafon of its
perfection and ftrong com paction, it finds
a great deal of difficulty before a total
Relolution, and therefore it putrefies
what is molt grofs, and thus brings it to
Atoms, which when it is once fubtilized

beyond
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beyond the exigency of its-own nature,
it then is diffolved, and relents, and then
Diflolution .is ‘made totally, wviz. aftex
Putrefaction. Then at length it becomes
all like a glorious Argent wive, and this
immediately before the Lunary Coagula-
tion: Know then that our fir(t: loofing 1s
into a vifcous Powder, which 1s brought
on by Incrudation, or rather Liquefacti-
on ; for know that till after Putrefaction,
our Stone and Compound is moift in the
Fire, but hardens. more and more by how
much the colder it is, and foftens more
and more by how much hotrer 1t s, and
the heat {lacking, the boiling will change
into a {eeming Vegetation, and the kire
going out; it is hard rather than {oft, yet
the mingling of the Natures is known by
the colours, and drawing to Calcination.
Therefore thy ficft Operation is to dry
up thy fuperfluous watrilh moxiture, not
evaporating it, but congealing 1t on the
Body. Think not then, as fome of the
envious Sophiltically write, that the more
you put of your Water, the {ooner you
diffolve, and congeal the {lower : No ve-
rily, your Calcination is but the mediurs

of’




- 203 An Expofition npon

of true Solution, which is (truft me) not
total nor proper till after PutrefaGion.
I fhould never have told thee this Myfte-
ry, had not the love of my Neighbour
compelled me. That opening of the Body
which is before, is but an opening of its
pores, which lets our Water in, and then
after death and refurretion the Mercury
of 8ol is vifible to the eye, which before
was but diftinguifhable by its effect.

Behold how Ice to Water doth relent,
And [oit vust, for Water it was before 5
Right [0 again our Water to Farthis went,
And Water Iﬁﬁr&ﬁy cﬂ?zgmf'd ﬁlr evVermore &
For after all Philofophers that ere were bore,
Each Metal once was Water Mineral,
Therefore with Water they turn to [Vater all.

SO then our Body hath moiflture in it
felf, but this moifture is fealed, as Wa:
ter when frozen by the Cold. But when
the pores of the Body are by our Water
opened, and its central Fire {et at liberty,

this internal Fire of Nature makes the

Body to become no Body, but a very
Spirit.
In
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In this {fame Operation the Spirit is
congealed, for the Body hath in it more
virtue then its two Sociats, that is, than
the Soul and Spirit. This is theaction and
re-action of our Body and its Water, for
our Body is in its eccwlto Mercury, and
our Mercury is in its occulto Sol 5 there-
fore they embrace each other, becaule of
the nearnefs of their Natures, and (o the
Body hath its profundity difcovered, and
- the Waterits altitude, and both together
are glorified in one Spiritual Body toge-
ther, according to Noble Hermes, Vis tjus
eft integra fi verfa fuerit in terram. But
thou canft nmever have this excellent

fixity, till the fixed have attained its
volatility.

I which Water of kind occafionate,
O]{ gualities been repugnance and diverfity,
ings into things muft therefore be Rotate,

Until that Trinity be brought to perfed
Vrnity.

His Water into which our Bodies are
firlt liquefied, is not properly Wa-

tex, but (modo guodam) as we may fay in
the
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the Fire. During the predomination of
the Woman , all appears in a moilt po-
fture, and fo will do moft part of the firlt
0'days ; yet this is a grofs moifture, and
by confequence the more fit for Putre-
faGion : in which grofs Humidity all the
Elements are in a confufion, not the Ele-
ments of the great World, but our Mine-

ral Elements; thou muft therefore work

by a continual boiling, in which thy

Compound will appear like. unto the

ttormy Sea in a Tempeft, raging and

(welling, waves and bubbles rifing one

in the neck of another inceflantly. The

Vapour of 'this Bath being imprifoned,

condenfeth and returns every moment,

until there be an union made of all the

Elements, in a terra Adamica, oxr Limuys.

Then will the Body, Soul and Spirit re-

main below in the bottom of the Vefiel,

which is as a Tomb, in which they dye

and rot, and are putrified.
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For the Scripture vecordeth when the Farth
Shall be

Troubled, and into the decp Sea fhull be c4ff

Monntains and Bodies likewife at the Laft.

THen will our Earth be moved, and
the powers of our Heaven will be
fhaken, and the windows thereof opened,
and an univerf{al Deluge will come upon
the face of the whole Earth, which will
deftroy all things, and cover the higheft
Mountains, {o that all Flefh fhall dye:
thefe Waters will be a long time upon the
face of the ground.

Our Bodies be likned conveniently
\ o Mountains, which after bigh Planets we
name s

Into the deeps therefore of Mexcury

v & Turn them, and keep thee out of blame,

\ For then fhalt thon fee anoble ganse,
\ How all will become ‘Powder as [oft a5 Silk;
\ 8o doth our Runnit kindly curd up our Milk.

T Hus have many of the envious alle:
gorized of the Scripture, and veiled
their

-, P = =
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their Work under feveral paflages and

overtures which are mentioned therein,

to which they have fome refemblance:
they have ‘called their ‘Metals So/ and
Luna, Mountains, either for the (ituation
{ake, they being generally found in
Mountains 3 or by oppofition (ake, for as
Mountains are highelt above ground, fo
they lye deepeft under ground; or for
that as the Mountains are nearer the Sun,
{o thofe do approximate nearer to ceele-
ftial InAuences than any other Bodies
whatfoever : {0 alfo they have {tiled them

by the names of* Planets, by reafon of

fome (imilitude,
But it makes not fo much for the name,
the thing is, take the Body which is

Gold, and throw it into Mercury, fuch

a Mercury which is bottomlefs, that is,
whofe centre it can never find but by
difcovering its own’s govern them wile-
ly with Fire, as thy Matter requireth,
then fhall thy Gold vifibly liquefie in the
Fire, that is, appear thin as if it were
Mereury, and it will {well, bubble and

boil, fo long till the moifture be termma-

ted by the Body into an impalpable Pow-
der,

=% ] — =
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der, as naturally as Runnit doth curdle
Milk into Cheefe? This total redu@ion
into Atoms, is the perfetion of Putre-
¥ - faGion, in blacknefs moft black, and it
1§ begins before the sctt day . and endeth

1% beforeor about the goh day, in variable
5% colours.

0 Then have thy Bodies their Jirst form lost,
I And others been indued immediately,
2 Then bast thou well beflowed thy coiF,

s | Whenothers uncunning muft go by,

n}  Nor knowing the fecrets of onr Lhilofophy.

THen thou haft a Body, not fuch a

one as thou putteft in, but Herma-
8| phroditical, which yet hath but one form,
t | Noris it the fame form it had, though
5 | amaccidental imperfelt one in the fame
y | kind 5 which imperfeét form is not to be
/| delpifed, for thefe Afhes are the Tomb of
| our King. Honour then the Sepulchre of
le'| him and of his Queen, if ever thou expect
® | to fee them returning from the Faft in
d | powerand great glory. Never grutch
a- | 1t then that thou haft deftroyed thy 8
# | ©old, for he that thus deftroys it, lofeth Jﬁﬂ
(i . O - 18 , ‘.| i
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it not, but foweth good Seed in good
Earth, from whence ke fhall receive it
with an hundred-fold increafe : when as
he that faveth his Gold in this Work, lo-
feth his labour, and is deceived for lack
of true underftanding, when as he under-
takes this Work without the true know-
ledge of its caufes.

et one point wore I must tell thee,

How that each Body hath dimenfions three,
Altitude, I atitude, and alfo Profundity 5
By which all Gates turn we mauft onr Wheel.

Aving then this Myftery, which is

the Stumbling-block at which thou.
{ands {tumble, who cannot for all their
talk deftroy their Bodies, which is not to
be done but by the Alkabei#, which is an
unprofitable way for our Work, and by
our Mercury, viz. in 40 days, or there-
abouts : Then know which muft be your
next progrefs, for Calcination is but a
term put on our Work by Authors, and
it reacheth to the end of Putrefaction,
our firft Calcination. I told you before,
that all our Work was compleat in three
Circu-

e —————




Sir G, Riplev’s fecond Gate. 209

Circulations, and every Circulation had
three periods; (o now I tell you, that
thele three periods are Altitude, Latitude
and Profundity : Altitude and Profun-
dity being united, make Latitude, and fo
our Wheel is turned round : the Profun-
dity is the Water below, the Altitude is
Vapour or Waters above, and the union
of thefe two 1sin a Calx, which is Lati-
tiude 5 which is done by Liquefaction,
~ Sublimaction and Calcination : Liquefati-
on diflolves and confounds, Sublimation
volatizeth, feparates and watheth, and
Calcination unites and fixeth.

Knowing that thine entrance in the Weit
Jhall be,

Thy paffage forth to the North if thou do well,

ﬁ#ﬁf#bfr‘e thy Lights will lofe their lights
each deal,

For there must thon abide for 9o nights,

In darknefs of ‘Purgatory without lights.

Hou muft begin in the Weft, and in
the Autumn, which i1s Barren, for
then Crops are gathered ; take then thou
Gold, which is the Harveft of Natures
02 works,
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works, and it is barren of it (elf: to make
1t fruitful thou mult bring on the Winter
thowrs, which is the North Latitude, and
by thefe the Earth will be made mellow,
and the Seeds will rot 53 which Seeds are
Sol terreftrial, in whofe belly is a hidden
Funa. Thefe Lights will in this Opera-
tion be darkned, and by little and little
a horrible Night will ovér-thadow the
Earth and Heaven, a blacknefs like unto
Pitch : this blackne( and Eclipfation will
continue until the end of thy firft three
months, perhaps 1co days, perhaps 120,
yea fometimes 130 days, as it may fall
out; think net this time long, for it muft
be that thy Matters muft be purified, be-
fore they can or {hall be glorificd.

Then take thy courfe up tothe Fast anon,

By colonrs rifing variable in manifold wife,
Tothe aft therefore thine alcepding devife,
For thers the Sun with day- lioht doth uprife

Iz Sumzzer, and there dafpert shee with de-

S
EJ-L:.: : "r'

Hen fhalt thou (ee thy Exhalations to
return agam, and by the continu-

dalce
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ance of them on thy Body, light f{hall be-
gin to appear, which is our Spring and
Eaft {cafon, in which as the rifing Sun
fcatters the darkne(s with multitude of
previous colours, efpecially in a milty
morning 3 {0 is it with our Work, fuch
admirable colours will appear, as nevet.
were {een by the eye of man in (o little
a room before. Then rejoyce, for now
our King hath triumphed over the mife-
ries of death, and behold him returning
in the Eatt with the Clouds in power and
great glory. Now the Night 1s over-
gone, and the Morning breaks ; the Win-
ter is paft, and the Spring comes on plea-
(antly, with (weet fhowrs of April,
haftning the moft beautiful Flowers of
May. Now as the Winter is a fad time,
being cold and wet, frofty and {labbery,
the Countries of Pleafine being dirty to
the Horfes belly, but the Spting retuins
the year, and pleafure with its (wect [ca-
fon: (o in our Work, thy fift Opera-
tions before blacknefs {eem tedious, but
after blacknefs far more tedious, for thou
wilt think there will never be an end of
it 5 {o variety of colours brings delight in
O3 1ts
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its daily and hourly variety, even to pet-
fect whitenefs. Vi

Forth from the Eaft into the South afcend,
And et thee downthere in a Chair of Fire,
For there is Harvest, that is to [ay, an end
gfaff this Work_ after thine own defire,
bere fhineth the Sun up in bis Hemifphere.
HAfter the Eclipfes in rednefs with glory,
As King to reign over all Metals and Mer-

fﬂr_yy

HEre thou mayft light and bait, and
- enjoy the glory of thy white Elixir,
but do not, for thou hadft better wait
the end. Proceed then with a Fire a lit-
tle more increafed unto the Summer or
South quarter, where after fome colours,
as green, yellow, azure, and the like,
thou fhalt have a (parkling red, like uuto
the flaming Fire. Then thou art come
indeed to thy Harvelt, and to the end of
all thy Operations; for now thou begin-
neft by apparent colours the uprifing of
the Sun, after it hath been {0 long be-
clouded and eclipfed 5 now haft thou
mourned long enough, now the time is
| come
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come that thou fhalt need no more to
mourn, for the Bridegroom i¢ now come
forth out of “his Chambet, and the Sun
comes forth s a valiant Champion to win
a prize : now s the time come m which
that of the Poet is fulfilled 5
- Ne te peniteat faciem fuligine pingls
Adferet bet Phebi nigra favilla jubar.

Now hath ourKing of Peace attained his
Kingdom, whofe Government 1s, parcere

 [ubjedtis & debellare fiperboss for what-

ever'is infected our King will cure, what
< lame he will heal, and what is rebelli-
ous he will' fupprefs and fubdue. S7c Re-

gis ad exemplm totws componititr orbis.

Sind in one Glafs' noust b done all'this

thing,
Like to arn Egg in [hape, and clofed well.

NOW-al] thefe our Operations, as' the
Philofopher faith, are done in-our
{vcret Fire, hidden Furnace, and in one
Veflel 5 for if thou thinkelt to make any
of thefe Operations with thy hand, thou
art in a certain way oferrour. Qur Veliel

' Q 4 thern
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then, which for fimilitudes (ake we call
an Egg. muft be {o clofed when our Ma-
terials are fet in it, that the Spirits can-

not poflibly get out, nor the Air get in,
clfe our Work were (poiled.

Ther wuft thon know the meafi e of Firing,
The which wyiknown thy Work is loft cach
deal. |

Let never thy Glafs be hotter. then thou
nayft foel,

And fuffer (211l in thy bare hand to hold,

For fear of lofing, as Philofophers have told.

THis done, we then fet our Veffel and

Matter to, the Fire, and let it ftand
untouched till the Work be done : o
thdt the Philofopher hath pothing then
to do but behold his Glafs. and the
Operation in'it, and to govern. his Fire
artificially.

So then when once the Stone is fet to
work, the whole Maftery is to govern the
external Fire, which as the Philof{opher
doth either perfet or deftroy all : if thy
Fice be tooflow for want of motion, thou
wilt hardly ever fee an end 5 and if too

big,
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big, thou mayft-happento feck thy for-
tune in the Afhes. 300 eBTW Tt

Be not therefore immoderate in go-’
verning 5 -and for better fecurity, let not
your Glafs neck be under’a [pan in’
length, but as much longer /s 'you fhall
fee good 5 the longer for a Tyro, the bet-
ter he {hall work, and with the more fe-!
curity. But the ufual length which we’
ufe, 1s.about 12 or 14 inches high 5 this
height being {o allowed, order fo your
Furnace as to letout about 3 or 4 inches
of the top of your Glafs, which may
come forth through the cover of your
Athanor, and if ryou can without hurt
teel or fuffer any part of that neck, fear”
not, your Fire, but ftew him without fear,
your Glafs being ftrong, and the quicker
Fite the better.

Yet know, that your Furnace ‘muft be
an(werable, for do not believe that Phi-
lofophers 'did formerly ufe our Art of
Furnaces, but made them of Brick, or
Earth, with Earthen Covers; which had
holes for letting out part of the necksof
their Glaffes, over which ifithey put a
Cover, which they could removeand fet

on
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on again at their pleafirre 5 this Earthen’
Cover was not (o reflective of heat, as

our Iron Covers are, but that'end of the
Glafs which came out at the hole of the
Cover, they could feel without any da-
mage, and by their being able to fuffer

that in their hand, they judged: the tem--

perament of their heat. Therefore inthy

Furnace let thy Cover or Top be luted:

with good Loam every-where, at the
leaft half an inch thick, {0 fhalt thou be
fure not to have too fcalding a heatiin
the concavity of thy Neft, which other-
wife thou wouldft have,, fo: mayft thou
govern, thy Fire at thy’ pleafure 5 the
necis of thy Glaffes which come forth,
thou needeft not cover : (o fhalt thou fee
this of Ripley verified; thy Work will go
on very fuccefsfully, and thou wilt ever
beable to endure thy Glaf in thy hand s
and this is the true meaning of all Philo-
fophers, to give a certain rule by which
thou fhalt never exceed; and that is (o

long as you can endure to feel any part

of thy, Glaf3; provided thy Neft be co-
vered, andithe ends of thy Glaf§ necks
come forth.

Tet
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Jet to my “Doirine furthermore attend,

Beware thy Glafsthon never open ne meeve,

From the beginning till thou have made an
end 3

If thou do othermife thy Work, may never
cheeve.

Thus in this Chapter which is but bricf, &c.

Nd that this is according to the fence
LX of all Wile men, is evident by their,
te(limony in general, and the following;
words of Ripley 5 See (faithhe) that thon
open not thy Glafs., nor move it, from the
beginning to.the end of the Work, Sothen
this feeling of the Glafs, it mult be fuch
as may be without opening or. moving
of the {ame 3 for if the Seed, be difturb'd
in its beginning to vegetate, the Work is
undoubtedly (poiled, or at, leaft: it, wall
be (0 notably weakned, that it will hard-
ly, afford thee thy, trug Signs inthy due
{ime.

Therefore when thou fettefk in, thy
Egeo in thy Neft, take heed of meddling
with it until the Maftery be attain’d, but
with a Wyre or fome fuch thing, or with

a
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a hole in thy Cover, ftay the neck of
thy Glafs from jogging this way or that,
which otherwile 1t will be very fub-
ject to.

Thus have 1 briefly run through this
fecond Gate of Diflolution, which is in-
deed one with Calcination and Separa-
tion; for by a conftant Sublimation, is
made a Solution of the Body, and at
length a Congelation of Spirits, for they
by oft alcending, come to that pafs that
they will alcend no more, but remain
at the bottom of the Veflel together,
which is Conjunction : in which Con-
junction they fwell, bubble and boil,
till they calcine and putrefie. The black
Earth, impalpable like Atoms of the Sun,
being the higheft degree of Putrefacti-
on: and this s a fecret not (o clearly dif-
covered by any before.

T He Sun'is fet, 2o wonder darkeft Night
Doth veil the Cryital Skie :
The Moon's eclips'd, no marvel that her light
Doth frow: us bidden lie.
The Sun's declined to the Northern ‘Pole,
And O the change that's made !
' The
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The pearly drops are tnrned to a Coal,
All brightuefs quite doth fade.

Is this Apollo bright, whofé glory did
A Iustre great difplay ¢

Is this fair Pheebe, who ere light was hid,
Did fhine as bright as day ¢

Is this the King whofe glory and remown
Through all the World did ring ¢

Is this the Queen who far and near was
Obh ‘tis awondrows thing, - (known ¢

Such glory and fuch beanty thys foould fade !
That what before did fhine

More bright then Yagus, fhould [0 foon be
More foul then ere’twas fine! (made

The Earth doth nielt, the Fleavens drop down
The Rocks which do velent,  (rain,

They feens like Water, then condenfe again
T2l) all their moifture’s [(pent.

To Afbes they return, for Dust they were,
This Duft from Water fprings 5 |

Therefore at length they melt to Water clear,
Which all to Spirits brings.

The Neft is Earth,therefore they will congeal
Zo fparkling pearly dew,

Shining like tender ‘Fearl, on which doth
A Body dry and unew. (feal

And
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And then the parts like Atoms of the Sun g
For finenefs do appear :
Rejoyee, for #ow thon balfthy conrfe baft run, 1
~ Nor hast thou canfe to fear. I
Proceed until thou fec the [parkling red,
Ohb happy fight to fee !
Bywhich untothe Royal Palace led, E
Thon fhalt aye bappy be.
Happy are they who fbull not niifs to find
The new uprifing Sun :
More bappy they who with renewed mind,
In God find reit alone.
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The Third (Gate Opened,
Which is

SFP_&_RATION.
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Separation doth each part from other divide,
The fubtle from the grofs, the thick_from the
thin
But szanual Separation fee thon (et afide,
For that pertains to Fools, which little fruit
doth win.

But in onr Separation Nature doth not blin,
Making divifion of gualities Elemental,

. Juto a fifth degree till they be turned all.

H Aving now run through two of the
§ twelve Gates, I am come to the
third, which is Separation, which begins
{o {oon as the Matters bave been o long
circulated, as to begin to hold one of
another. ThisOperation the Ancient Sa-
ges have denominated Divifion of Ele-
ments, which afterwards they fay muft
be joyned with a perpetual union. This

P Sepa-
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Separation is by others called Extratti-
on of Natures, and the parts feparated
are compared to two Dragons, the
one winged, and the other without
wings.

Artephins , who for Age and Candor
was next to Hermes the moft eminent,
calls this Separation the Key of the
Work, which according to him is a Sub-
limation in a continual Vapour, that
what is Heavenly and fubtile, may afcend
aloft, that is, to the upper part of the
Veflel, and there take the nature of a
Body Heavenly, or Spirit 5 and what is
grofs may remain below, in the nature
of a Body Earthly, which is the end of
our Mattery, to bring the Bodies which
are compa&t and dry, to become a Spi-
ritual fume , which i1s only to be done
by Sublimation, and Divifion or Sepa-
ration.

. So then our Separation is not to be
underftood, as many foolifh Alchymifts
do interpret it, who have their Elements
of which they boaft much, which are in-
deed manual, done by handy-work, the
Glaf; being removed, altered or renewed
every
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every time. Nor are olit Separations

made b}' filter; or per #ritorinm, as many
imagine, who know not the nature of
our Work, and therefore run into fich
foolifh fancies. |

Nature then in our Work doth all in
all, who as a curious Artificer maketh no
confuled mixtures, but firft of all caufeth
the moifture to afcend, which becaufe it
cannot get out, it doth theréfore con-
denfe in drops, and defcends fo long till
at length it begin to be acuated from
the Body, which isbelow 5 for naturally
all homogeneal moilture, cohobated on
a bodily fubftance; with which it hath
affinity, is acuated by it. Gold then is a
Body in which the attive qualities of
heat and drinefs, are more than in the
Merciiry, and the Mercury being cohoba-
ted on it, begins to be a little more Fiery
or hot, and then the Exhalations are
more Aérial, which before were more
Watry, and by continued Cohobation
the Water partakes yet more and more
of the Solary nature, until at length this
heat or Sulpbur impregnating the Mer-
cury, caufe 1t to congeal into a new Body

ra or

. _. __.- -. e om o e —o -
i - —— It Mt == = = e =
e e e —_—
' . Pk - ==z
% — i — -
4 o

S B T —

LT

| =



226 HAn Expoferion upon
or quintefence, which:i§ after the cof-
ruption of. the old Body, which is called
the Earth, or;Afthes of Herases’s Tiee:

Earth isturned into Water under black'and

;!J'.E'{JF':‘.‘ fer NS &
Ard Water aftérinto Aié under very white,
Then Air, iutoj Fire, Flements there be »o
(08, T Aotk 1ol

Of thefe is. 1nade onr. Stone of great delivht.
Eut of this.Saparation mueh more I ot
APPIlE S '
And Separation is called by Philofophers

;ffcﬁrfﬁicw, Y :
Of  fevergl qualitics a Tetraptive  dif-
' pc‘riffﬂw;. )

« O then: this is the method of our Ope-

ration,. Earth, that is $vl. is boiled. in
our Mercury,.in foch:a heat in'which
the Mercury may. afcend conltantly ina
Imoak, and .de(cend in: drops, and:the
Body below{tand liquid 4nd boil: theh
(hall the. Water dry up, under which i
blackne(s; hidden, which when the Wa-
ter 15 dryedt up fhall appear like 'the

Crows Bill.
Then
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‘Thén fhall"this'Powder’ again relent;.
aﬂd after 40 days rotting' without fumes,
(hall fend up a {moak again, which {hall

alcend and dtﬁ:end (o 'long:, -ull the
whole be made volatile and Aérial; then

{hall the black ‘colour vamfh and the

white appear. '
This white Argent vive, .ot Mferfrﬂj}r

animated, which appears : afeer blackne(s,

thall then totally congeal, and fhall be
then Fire, whofe Nurfe isthe Earthj;
then haft thou the four Elements, that is,
cohobated thy Natures to the higheft

* degree of perfection of the white Stone,

then canft thou go no further but go
back and turn the fame Wheel all thou
haft attained the red Stone. .Thus haft
thou the true Principles and Operation
of our great FElixirs both red and
white, which if thou once haft, thou haft
Riches enough, and needeflt no more in
this life.

This, if no more were faid of this
point, might be enough to {hew thee the
truth of our true Separation : “yet becaufe
Philofophers have {poken much of it; and
indeéd it 1s all the work to caufe afcen-
| P 3 fion




||||

228 An Expofition upon

fion and defcenfion of our triue Water on

our true Body, fo long till by the Water
the Bady be volatized, and after that by
the Body the Water fixed 5 and till that
be brought to pafs, there will come and
go the four Qualities in their (eafon, and
will caufe change of colours fuitable to
their ftation, pleafant tothe Philofopher
to behold.

Of this Separation I find a like figure thus
oker =
80 out of our Stone precions if thow be wiity,
Oyl incombuftible and Water thou fhalt
draw,
And thereabont thou needeft not at the Coles
20 blow.

Hefe Philofophical Operations fome
have had the fancy to compare with
fome paflages of Scripture, but I had ra-
ther bound Philofophy within its own
Pale, and not allegorize the Holy Scrip-
ture thereto, where Philofophy 1s not
underftood there.
To the thing in hand 5 by continual
decoion our Work will fhew, as in Cis-
culation,
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culation, a real change of the afcending
Humidity 5 the firft will be white, and o
continue a long time,’ which 'is called
Water or Phlegm, and after it the Water
will be coloured , and aftend fo on the
fides of the Veflel, which is called Qyl ;
and this Oyl is not combuftible, for it is
the true Sulphur of Gold, and therefore
as permanent as the Mercwrys -~ *
Yet be not miftaken, nor donot ima-
ﬁi;ne that becaufe we {peak of incombu-
ible Oyl, that our Work is to be per-
formed with the Fire of a Wind, Oven,
or of Bellows, (as fome foolifhly ima-
gine ) to burn up what is combutible,
until the very incombuftible Oyl be left,
for all our volatile fubject is turned into
incombuftible fixity, with a moderate
deco&tion in our fecret Athanor, whofe
heat in its higleft vigoration'is but very
obfcurely red, hardly perceptible, and in
its luwef{ degree isnot full half fo {trong,
or half at the moft.

P4 Do
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Do this with heat eaffe and nonrifliing,
Lirft with moift Fire, and after that with
dary,

The Fi;;gm with patience ont-drawing,
And, after that the other Nutures wittily :
Dry upthine Earth yntil it be thirfty,

By Calcination, elfe Laboureft thon in vain,
And then make it drink wp the moifture

agﬂm

’I“His is a heat which is friendly to the

Bodies, for it caufeth the Spirit to
afcend, and yet fuffers it to return, and
by realon of its altending and retutning,
the ‘Matter - below ftands  continually
moilt, and boileth with a' perpetual mo-
tion and exhalation, which afcends and
returns day and mnight every hour and
minute Without intermiffion:.

This moift Air, or liquid form at bot-
tom, with Ebullition and fending forch
a fpiritual fmoak or Vapour, ¢ in which;
{aith Artephius, the whole Maftery con-
fifts) continues about fix weeks, or there-
abouts, and then. the boiling will turn
to a Pitchy fwelling, and puffing up like

Leavened
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Leavened Dough 4 and from that time
the Compound (hall grow dryer and
dryer, coming at' length to Pitch-black
Atoms, or Powder impalpable, and the
fumes fhall ceale for fix weeks.

Be patent therefore in.decofion, and
wait with a great deal of confidence, un-
til. thou {eeft thy Water, which at firlt
afcends white and ﬂegmanck to begin
to change colour, and the Exhalations to
arife difcoloured within the Gh. Then
continue_your decoction till the "Cloud
which is'conceived be brought forth: for
in'this Operation be fure that the Sceds
begin ‘to mingle, and will give you a
fign of the bcgmmng of the Conjurition
of Natures, and that is the gilding of
the Glafs about the fides within the Con-
cave, as if it were overlpread with leaves
of pure Gold. .

Continue fhill your decotion, till .the
Earth at the bﬂtmr'n begin to appear,
and the maifture of the Compound be-
gin to'be terminated in Drinefs, in coloutr
Black, which is  fure ‘fign of your right
pmgref?s, and without which you can ne-
ver attain the Maftery.

Remem-
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Remember that in this Calcination

thou haft a portion of Water in the up-

per part of thy Veflel, which did not de-

{cend 5 and in the time of the ceafing of

the fumes, the Body grows very dry,
even to Calcination, which when it is in-
tirely perfected, the Water is as it were
by a Magnetical virtue drawn down, and
then follows a fecond Liquefadtion.

Separation thus must thou oftentimes make,
nﬁ Waters dividing into parts two,

8o that the fubtle from the grofs theu take,
Till the Earth reneain below in colours bloes
That Earthis fixed o abide all woe.

The other part is (piritual and flying,

But thow muft turn thews all into one thing.

Bl’lt to return to our Work of Subli-
mation, which isas was touched be-
fore, the Key of the whole Work, by
which Separation is made unceffantly
each day and hour.

Thus are the Waters divided from the
Waters, that is, the Waters above from
them which are below; for part of the
Water afcends up like a fume, and con-

geals
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geals and runs down the fides of the
Glaf: in drops like veins, and part re-
mains ftill below with the Body, and
~with it boils vifibly , and that uncef=
{antly.
By this Work thou haft the fubtle or

thin parts of the Body, and the thin parts
- of the Water, “afcend and mingle; and
the grofs part of the Body, and the grofs
part of the Water, mixt below, the one
by fubliming together, and the other by
boiling together : thus is thy Body be-
low compounded of two even the mofk
fixed parts of So/, with the grofier parts
of Lunariayand thy Water of two parts,
the Soul of 8u/, and the Spirit of Luzaria,
which is the true myltical ground of
Fixation.

Thus by fubliming in 2 continual Va-
pour whatever is Spiritual and Heaven-
ly, both inthe Water and in the Body
lightly alcending, and in the upper part
of the Glafs taking the nature of a Spirit,
what is more grofs, earthy and corpo-
real, will in the bottom take the nature
of a Body, whofe colour, the Soul being
{eparated, will be as Black as Pitch, :

This
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This Body is a_middle fubftance’ be-

tween the Body and the Water, a 7.:%s,
anew Body, or Adamica terra, a medinme
‘between fixed and not fixed 3 1tisnot fo
fixed as to be equal to So/, nor yet {o
volatile as the .Mcr'cm:y, but it 1s {ufh-
ciently fixed to endure a Fire requifite
for this Work, and to fuffer all the pain
and woe of this ‘our Purgatory, in which
it abides fix weeks without fumes or
vapour. :

But as for-the Spirit, that is a tender
thing, nor is it able to endure the Fire,
but flys from it,and abides in the upper-
moft part of the Glals; only {0 long as
the fumes arife, the afcending do ftill
meet with them which are above, till at
lalt making over great drops, they fall
down ;3 and when the fumes ceale, as
much of the Spirit as the Concave of the
Glals will hold without running down,
{tays above until intire Calcination be
perfected, and then they are drawn down
by a Magnetical virtue : So that here is
all the myftery of the proportion of the
Glafs to the Matter, namely, that it bé o
big, and no bigger, as in its 'Concav?

will
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will hold' up'‘a ‘competent 'quantity of
Water,' (after Calcination to water the
dry pores) while the Body below rots *
into Aroms.

Then fhall you bring back the Water
upon the Earth, and circulate again fo
long till there be a total joyning, till the
Spirit become ‘the Body] and the Body
become the Spirit, and all be made true
Fire or Tinctures of which ‘Conjunion
this true 'Separation is the' caufe, and
without it it cannot be made.

Then Oyl and Water with W ater fhall diftill,
And through Fer help receive #0Ving :
Keep well thefe two, that thon not [pill

Thy Work for want of dne clofing,

And make thy Stopple of Glafs melting,
The top of thy Veffel together with it,
Then ‘Philofopher lick it is up fhit:

N this fecond Circulation. which is

after Conjunction, there thall be no
more the Body below and the Spirit
above, butall {hall be one, and the Bod
which is the Sulphur, fhall always follow
the Spirit on the Fire wherever it flys.
The
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The occafional caufe of all this, is our
frft Water, which though vile, is.there-
fore to be much valued, for it is very pre-
cious ; through the virtue of which it
comes to pals, that our Earth yields a
Water,,.and caufeth it to fly with the
Spirit aloft, and is the Soul of our Sol;
which at length doth allure the faid Spi-
rit and Body to union, which elfe would
never be : and then the Body beyond
its own nature. is lifted up, moving un-
ceffantly with the Spirit and Soul upon
the Fire, for all now are made ofie infe-
parably ; and this is called the fealing
the Mother inthe belly of the Infant which
fhe bore., that is, the Earth below is [0
united to the Water that arofe from fit,
that in this Operation  after this true
Conjunétion, they are never more di-
vided, but are together fublimed, and
defeend continually, moving and alter-
ing continually uatil perfect Comple-

ment.

Now. for as much as all the Maltery -

confifts in Vapour, which are called the
great Winds, which are in the Veffel at

the forming of this our, Embrio, there-
fore

| fol

it
ol

o
of
7
it
thi
Spi

alo

thy
Gl
and
the
with
Wit



Sir G.Ripley's third Gate. 23
fore great care muflt be had left the Spi-
rits exhale. Which they will do, with-
out the Glafs have a ftrong guard 5 for
firft, they are (ubtle ; nor that only, but
afcend with a great impetss, by reafon
of our Fire, which muft caufe the inferio-
ra chullire & moveri continud , & infe-
riora. circulari, ‘quolibet monsento 5 and
thirdly, in Putrefattion the Body and
Spirits have a moft fubtle odour, which
alfo muft be retained.

For preventing of all, thou fhalt have
thy Stopple as firm as any part of thy
Glafs, which let it be ftrong, as is faid,
and ‘the neck long and firong , and let
the neck be melteg up with a Lamp, or
with Coals, and clofed well without much- _
wringing, which makes the Glafz brit-
tle; but being nipt up, and after that

| ftaying in the ame heat, turning it to

and fro in the clear heat, the Glafs will
come to as exaltly clofe and fmooth a fi-
perficies, as inany other place.

This 1s the true and fure way which

Philofophers have fecured their Glaffes

by. Let it cool by degrees, and be very

‘Wary that it get no crack in cooling,

which
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which: if it do, though never {o little,
youmult not conniveasit, left the winds
within caufe it thereto burft, as being a
weak defeltive place:

Fhe [Fater woherewiththon nayft revive thy
Store,

T 00k thow diftill before showwork, with it.

Oftentinits by it [elf alone,

And.by this fight thon fhalt wit,

From feculent feces when. it is guit :

For fome men can with Saturn it rnltiply,

And fuch like fubftance, which we defie.

Hus thou feeft how' our Work'mutt

- be ordered in reference toits. Regi-
‘men, 'but the main matter is our Water.
Which \Water, as faith. Zrtephius, is the
Vinegar.of Mountains, and it is the only
Infirument for our Work : its Prepara-
tion confifts in Cohobartion, which we
will difcover. - In my little Treatife.cal-
led Twtroitws Apertws, and in my ozher
TraGate called Ars Metallornm Meta-
morphofess) 1 fpeak as much of.atias
a man jean {peakl, ;without giving 2
Receipt 3:but to the Ingenious,, what
' there

=
{ it



ere |

Sir G. Ripley’s third Gate, 49
there is written is far better than any
Receipt.

This I {ay, that it muft firt be coho-
bated in a very wonderful way, (for it
is fuch a Cohobation that hath not its
like in the World Y and for feveral times,

to a determinate number, and after it

may and ought to be diftilled per fz, with-
ont addition, again and again, that thou
mayft have the Water clean from any
Exotical mixture,

When it alcends like to the Pearled
dew, thou mayft then know that it is
futhciently pure, which is not till all the
filkhine(s be caft from the centre, and
wall'd trom the {uperficies: Thy Water
then hath {0 excellent a Pontick faculty,
that 1t will diffolve Fupster | Saturn, or
Venus, into Mercury and Sulphur 5 for it
commands Metals as their true Water
Mineral, which no Mercnry in the World
is, but our Mercnry, nor can be, for Rea-
fons known to the Adepti, which if I
fhould give, there would be none almoft
fo ftupid but would eafily apprehend
them, for they are moft demonftrable.
This only Tat prefent (ay of this Mercury,
that
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that it is the Mother of Metals, and there-

fore hath power to reduce them, by di-
viding their principles of Sulphur and.

Mercury 5 but we count it a lofs to im-
ploy our Mercury to fuch fordid ufes, for
we {poil the goodnefs of it hereby. Gold
only is drowned in it, that is, it is redu-
ced without divifion of parts ; but though
the Sulpbhur and Mercury be for a ime di-
ftin&, yet they will joyn with the Wa-
ter, and together, and {0 remain perpe-
tually s which other Metals in their ditlo-
lution will not , for their Sulphurs being
not perfedt, are rejected to the fuperficies,
and neverare received to union again,for
they are Heterogencous.

EZJ{ﬂiﬁ it therefore till it be clean,

And thin like Water as it fhonld be,

L ike Feaven.in colour bright and fheene,
I(E.fpz'ﬂg both ﬁ({ﬂre and pwrsf-.’*rﬁr{ft} .
There with did Hermes #z20i§fen bis Tree,
T bis Glufs that be made it to grow upright,
With Flowers difcolonred beautiful to fight.

O then to return to what we digrel-

fed a little from, thy Water mult be
fo
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1o long diftilled, until it be very clean's
for this, faith the Philofopher, isi thy firft
work, to make cleani thy Mercury, and
then into clean Mereury to put clean Bo-
dies, for who can exped a pure Genera-
tion from that which is unclean? ‘
~ The next property. of thy Water 'is,
that it mult be thin, even as thin as any
other Mereury 5. for if the external pro-
pertion becorrupted, it is an'evident fign
that the inward nature is confufed. '
It mult alfo be of a very bright co-
lour, even like to fine burnithed Silver,
as faith Artephins. Hence faith a certain
Philofopher , that our Water to fight i
like to a Ceeleftial Body. :
| Our Water mult not be reduced into
~any hmpid Diaphanous.liquor, as fome
fondly imagine, and as I my felf in my
time of errours did conceit, but it muft
Kecp 1ts Mercurial form pure and incor-
rupted. It is al{o very ponderous, (o pon-
derous that it is fomewhat more weighty
then any other Mercury in the World.
This 1s the only one Mercury, and there
is none m the whole World befides it
which can do our Work : with this
Q.2 lermes
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“Her#zes did moiften his Bod y, and made
1t torrot and putrefie.

By means of this Water the Body fhall
be! brought ito: have a vegetative Soul,
for it 'will fhoot forth as with Sprigs, and
Leaves, ‘and Branches, and after it will
relolve ‘into Powder like Atoms,

_In the time of this procefs many co-
lours fhall ‘come and go, rife and fet,
which will be a pleafant fpe&acle to the
beholder, and fhorten the time won-

derfully, which elfe would ftem very
tedious.

T his Water is liké to the venomons Tyre,
And with it the mighty Triacle is wronght 3
dt17s a poifos most firoxg of ire,

A fronger poifon cannot be thongbt,

Oft Vimes therefore at the Pothecaries it is
31 ﬁ:irjrgflf. .

But no man fhall thereby be intoxicate,
Erom time it is to Medicine Flixerate,

His Water is by Philofophers called

their Venom, and indeed it is a ver
{trong poifon, to wit, to the Body of v/,
to: which it is mixcd: but whar it is to

the
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the Body of Man, I never tried my felf,
nor gave it to another, nor do I believe
did any of they. But as concerning the
Medlcme that 1s made by it, and out of
it, it is certain, that of all Medlmnes in
the World it 1s the higheft, for it is the
true Arbor vite, which dotb anfwer the
univerfal defires of them who have, it in
this kind 5 for befides its virtue Cura-
tive, whu:h it.hath in a wonderful mira-
culous way, 1t can penetrate even to our
Conlftitutive principles, which no other
Mineral Medicine can do. Though Pa-
racelfys glory much of his Rcwmrztm (o

Restanrantia, (which we have known,

as being Mafters of his fecret ﬂ!mﬁqﬁ,
of which if I live I will write a particu-
lar Treatife ) yet it 1s not his Hezzatina,
nor yet his Arcana, nor his Elixiria, nor
his Fffentie, nor any of his {ecrets, which
are [urely noble Medicines, that can
reach the root of Life, which this can
and will 5 forit performs all, only it can-
not prevail againlt the appointment of
God, otherwile were it not for that de-
cree it could really keep a man immor-
tal, for it.renews Youth, retards Age,

Q3 and




g T ST L

3AL An Expoﬁtmfe npon

and reftotes to tioft exquifite and com-

pleat health; encreafeth firength won-

derfully 3 }Ea it will not only renew Hair
to thofé from whom it is fallen, but it
will change the hoary headinto a }outh-
ful colour, which will not grow hoary
again for many years, nor ever, if the
ufe of it were fully known, and it were
ufed as it ought to be.

Hereupon in refpect of its wonderful

virtue, after it is made into Medicine,

Philofophers have by Analogy conclu-
ded, that it was before the greateft poi-
fon, for they have a Maxim (ex [umino
veneno, [ummna Medicina ) which as 1 do
not always hold true, (o I fhall not here
difpute. But he who thiitks, becauf@ Phi-
lofophers fay it is (uch a deadly poifon,
that it is to be bought at the Apotheca-
ries, or Druggifts, he 1s miftaken 5 for as
it s firft bought, I confefls it is very ve-
nomous, but this mﬁlignity I conceive
and know is fully taken :1~ ay, before it
become the Phil {]f‘nphf:l s M LHH-L}

But whatever it be in 1ts Grudity, T am
fure it 1s not f{o 1n its Perteltion, for he
who (hall take of it then, fhall be fo far

from
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from receiving any damage by it, that
he fhall find it to be a foveraign Medi-
cine, which hath not its like in the whole
Univerfe.

For then as is the Triacle true,

And in its working doth marvels fhew,
Restoring many from death to life 5
But fee thon mingle it with no Corrofive,
But choofe it pure and quick_ running,
If thou thereby wilt have winning.

T is not the Triacle of Galen, nor yet
of Eippocrates, ( which yet if right
made are of great efficacy) that can com-
pare to it 3 for firft, it kills all the venom
of any difeafe or malady, (o that thofe
difeafes which do aftonifh the beholders,
are by this overcome even ad mracn-
Jum : for fuppofe a man dying with the
Tokens of the Plague, fo that he is upon
the very point of departure, (and the
decree be not paft, for then there 1s no
recovery ) if he have but a drop of this
FElixir poured down, fo that he {wallow
it, he fhall immediately recover, and in
fhort time he will be reftored to his for-

Q4 mer
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mer health. Now that it doth immedi-
ately reach the root of Life, I {hall de-
monftrate : Suppofe one with a very lan-
guifhing difeafe be confumed to nothing
in comparifon, and for want of Spirits be
jult going out of the World, o the de-
cree be not paft, if he have but {trength

* even in the Agony of death, but to take
adropof this Elixir, he will recover and
revive, and in a few days in comparifon
will be doubly ftronger then ever he was
before. Suppofe one of a very weak
Conttitution, and fickly, and every day
ill, feeble all over, if he take of this
Elixir, 1t will in a thort time alter his
Conlftitution fundamentally, fo that he
fhall be far fironger then any other man
ordinarily is.

A noble Philofopher ( though I fzarce
believe him to be an Adeptys of the

) hath wrote of late a fmall Trea-

tife of Fevers, the Lithiafis, and the Pe-

filence, and there he (aith in one of his

Traltates, That the lofs of {trength which

18 made by Venery and Bloud-letting, is

wholly irrecoverable. It is true, and I

verily believe that he had Medicines very

noble,

Tiﬁl
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noble, and it is pity but he had thigfe-!
cret to preferve his old age, for I feris!
oufly profefs, that of all the Tra&ates
th:.'tt ever 1 read, they are the moft Phi-
lofophical 5 but by'thrs expreflion it js
ewdent that he was' ignorant of this
{ecret. '

For although by Venery, or a Zzbes,
or Bleeding, or by any otherway a man
be debilitated, he may be reftored by this:
Elixir, not only to perfect health, but
allo to fuch a meafure of {trength which
he never had before. Yea and a man or
woman who is born to hereditary weak-
nefs, may be changed into a more then
ordinary ftrength by the ufe of our Me-
dicine : or a man who by labour, fick-
nefs and years, is come to the Graves:
mouth, even to drop in 1t, may by ufe
hereaf be reftored his hair, his teeth, and’
- his firength, {o that he {hall be of greater
agility then yn his youth, and of greater
{trength, and may live many years, pro-
vided the period of the A]mlghtles de-
¢ree be not come.

For Minerals are of all Sublunary Bﬂv'
dies the moft perfelt, and the beflt part of
them
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them are Metals, which when they are
perfect, defend themfelves from all fear
of corruption perpetually. Now the
Spirit of the Metal when it is exalted
to a millenary perfe&tion, it tingeth all
Metals imperfett to an incorruptible pu-
‘rity 5 but then this Spirit muft be made
a. Body, according to the faying of
Hermes, Vis ejus eft integra fi verfu fuerit
g1t terram.

But this tranftendent Tin&ture may be
diflolved into an Oyl, or rather a pure
Liquor, which then is not proper for
Metals, but is only Medicinal 5 for it s
of the nature of Light, and therefore it
doth as readily concur with our formal
vital principle, as one flame will enter
another.

Yea and beyond this, it may be exal-
ted beyond the nature of man, yea and
of any tangible Body, to become a moft
radiant perpetual Light, which I have
{een, though not my (elf actually made.
All this is done by the Divine virtue of
our Water, which is to be prepared, as
15 {aid, by Cohobation and Diftillation,
for our Water is a living Water, and
not
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fiot 'cotrofive, as many do mif-intérpret
our Books. 1 S

* Thefe then are the circumftantial qua-
[ities of our Watet, it 1s pure, clean, and
very bright, itis quick, and very fluent,
withotit HurteCtation 5 it is the only pro-
fitable {ubjett that we can choofe for
this Art, and whatever can be taked in
hand in the World befides this, 'is but

fallacious.

It is a marvellows thing in kind,

And without it can nothing be done,
Therefore did Hexmes call it his Wind,
For it is up-flying from Sun awd Moon,
And maketh onr Stone io fly with it foon,
Reviving the dead, and giving life

To Stin and Moon, Ensband and Wife.

T is of a wonderful Compofition, yea
{o wonderful that if thou fhouldft
know it by relation only, thou couldlt
not believe it. Study therefore only to
know it, for it isthe very hinge on which
turns all perfedion, it is that which the
Wile men never revealed but only in
Figures and Metaphors:
Some
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Some have called it their fharp Vine-
gar, becaufe of its diffolvent quality ;
_ others have called it a Bird, a Goofe, a
Phefant, and many fuch names they have
given it. :

But becauft it arifeth in the form of a
Wind or Vapour, the Philofophers have
called it their Vapour, their Smoak, and
their Wind; and for this caufe command,
that the Porter keep diligent watch, that
it fly not away or exhale, for it would
fpoil the Work. -

This Water then flyeth the more Spiri-
tual part of it, and the Corporal part re-
maineth below in the form of an Humi-
dity, which doth bubble and boil conti-
nually, and the (moak in the Head con-
denfeth and returneth in drops upon the
Body; and by this means the Body of
Sol, which is moft fixed, to the aftonifh-
ment of Nature 1s made volatile, and
fends out in the Exhalation of the Water
its (ubtle fiery Soul.

Thus the dead Body hath infufed into
it a Spirit of life, and begins to be en-
dowed with a living Soul, which moves
aloft with the Spirit, and returns with

: the

th
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the {ame, till the Body be wholly re-
newed. -

And by this meansthe Body of the Su»
retaining the more Corporeal part of the
1 Water at the bottom, they boil together,
. § and enter one another, and fo both by
} decoltion become more and more Cor-
poral, and make together one Herma-
phroditical Body, of which the more
| 1 fixed parts of the Suz, and the grofier

parts of the Water, are the Component
principals : So that being thus mixed,
the more Corporal parts below, and the
’ more Spiritual parts in Sublimation, the
i Bodily part is Husband and Wife to it
| {elf, for all Conception is made at the
bottom of the Veflel.
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Which ifthey were not by cmﬁ made g:m&_
And their fatnefs with IV ater drawhn ou,
And [o the thin diffevered from the tﬁzck
Thon ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬂfjfi"ﬁ never bring this IVork about,
Ij{ thon wilt therefore {}rfed withont doubt,
aif¢ up the Birds ont of their Neif,
And after bring them again to rest.s

*

Hefe Bodiesdo fend forth a thin fub-
tle fume , which may be compared
to themr blifﬂth and the returning of it,

and fuming, cnntmual!yﬁ may be [lkEI]Ld

to the breathing 1 m and out of Air, for
faith  Artepbius , all Things Tive by Alr'
and (6°'our Stone it is infpired by :he Air,

Wwhich Air'is che fume which :ttf"cr;an

continually, which ‘partakeés of both Na-
tures as well as the Body below doth.
Alfo this makes that bf.]uw to boil and
{well continaally, which it. would not
do, did not the Earth retain the mot-
fture and the Sublimation carries with
it the fubtilelt part, or Soul of the Body,
which eafily appears by its changing of
colours , for whatever coloureth is of

Sulpbur, ‘which is unétuous, and therefore
the
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the Sublimation appears pinguous: the
medium of this Extraction is Water, be-
caufe our Water and the Sulplur are Ho-
mogencal.

Wherefore in this Circulation there
are two things to be conlidered, the
bottom, and: the top ; the bottcm is not
only the Body of e/, for {o it would not
ftand liquid, and flow, and boil, and bub-
ble as it doth: therefore it is certajn,
that the Body retains part of the Watey,
which 1s more thick, which thicknets di-
geltion and mixture hath caufed 5 whigh
grofler part of the Water is joyned with
the Body, but not perfetly united. The
uppermoft part is not only from the Wa-
ter, nor yet the moft whole of the Wa-
ter, but a certain fubtle portion of your
firft Vinegar, which hath in it the moft
pure part of your Gold, which is fubli-
med with it, waich both together make
a medinm of much Firinefs : So then by
reafon of the mixture both the upper-
moft and the {ubfident part are reduced
to a mean, which hold one of another ;
therefore our Body at this time, and in
this Operation, is called the Body bml}'

0
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of the Swz and Moon, and the Vapmir
“contains both the Soul of the Swsz, and
“the Spirit of ‘the Mercury. Take this for
your prey, for [ have reveal’d what Phi-
“lefophers upon penalty of an A»nathema
'-*‘i.i.r'nu]d never difclofe.
‘COIE you have well attended to what 1
"have faid, I have faid enough, and if this
do not fuffice you, I know not what will.
Remember well what I have faid, if you
ever expelt {ucces.
- To fum up all therefore in one word,
for [ have been (0 long that [ fear I have
~been too prolix: Remember what you
go about, and what you work on. You
“take in hand an Earthly Body, which
“you would brmg to a Heavenly Tin(ture.
This you would effect by Mercury, which

i -is'the only way or sedinne n: the World.

I “Firlt then, (ublime till by Merenry thou
i haft brought thy' Body to the height of

i:!F volatility, and thou (halt find ‘that in this

¢ ~diffolved Body there will be fuch a fer-
ment, which will recongeal the Spirit.

Waser
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Water with Water accord will and aftend,

And Spirit with Spirit, for they be both of
one kind,

Which when they be exalted make to de-
feend.

S0 fhalt thou unloofe that which Nature erf?

- did bind,

Mercury effential turning into Wind 3

Without which natural and [ubtle Separa-
tion, :

May never be compleat profitable Gesera
dion.

Or the Body though in its manifefts it

be Slphur congealed, and dry, yet in

its occulto 1t is Mercury liquid, and moift :

Now the Water which thou mixeft with

it hath this vertue, to open its pores, and

then the Water of the Body will as natu=

rally agree and afcend with thy Water

of Life, which thou didft put to it, as one
‘Water will joyn with another.

Now as S0/ hath a hidden Spirit, fo

| hath our Mereury, which is in it invifi-

ble ; for to fight it appears as other Mers
cury, only a little brighter, but in effe&
R they
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they differ wonderfully : which Spirit
will as paturally unite with the Soul, or
Fiery part of the Body, as Light will mix
with Light, and then the grofs part of
the Body, and of the Water, in the bot-
tom of the Veffel, will be brought in ab-
tence of the Soul and Spirit to putrefie.
So then thefe two Fiery Natures being
Homogeneous, will readily mix, and will
fublime together in form of a white
Smoak or Vapour, as faith noble 4rte-
phius, and there condenfing in the top of
the Veflel, that s, about the fides, and in
the Cancave of the Glas, will return
agamn and.circulate up and down, till it
have deftroyed the folidity. of the Body,
making it no Body, but {ubliming what
is fubtle, and what is earchly and refilting
turning into Afhes, or an impalpable
Powder, by Calcination.
_-And after Putrefaction is compleat 'by
Circulation, the moft fixed parc which is
called the Body of Fixion, the effentia}
and moft permanent part.of both Body
and Water, will ponderoufly be lifted:up
and carried aloft into the Air:

And withiout this Separation and Di-

vifion,

,'i
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Sir G. Ripley’s third Gate. 25'7
vifion, all is nothing, for' this is the very
Key of the Maftery, it .is, the caufe of
Generation : therefore il vain is what-
ever is attempted without this, boiling

the grofs, and (ubliming what is fubtle,:

that in’ the' troubles of the ftormy .Sea,
which works up and down as the Sea'in
the mighty Winds, what is pure may
afcend, and’ whateyer is impure may, re-
main at the bottom; and when all that is
pure is' afcended, that which is left is
called "the Earth that témains. So Arte
ilh s gy mgei e, e '

b=
d FEY

Now to belp thee in at this Gate, " 7"

This' Laft fecver T will difclofe th thee, .
Thy Water muft be feven times [ubli mare,,
Elfe fhall no kindly Diffolution be, = =~
Nor Putrefaiion [halt thou none fee 5 .~ -
Like liguid ‘Pitch nor coloiirs appearing,

For lack of heat within by Glafs workings

NOtE then that Sublimation, which
' otherwife is called Separation, Di-
vifion, Afcenfion and Defcenfion, is the
Key of the 'Work 3 it is placed for the
third Gate, and yet it'is the laft and the
.4 : R 2 firflts




a8 . An Expofition upﬂ'n
firlt; the Jaft it is called by Ripley, and

I to Eccho to his voice aflure thee it is
the firlt and laft,

And as the Key of all our Operations

_1s Separation, {o the Key to it is our true

Mercury, truly prepared and proportio-
ned as it oughtto be. Now the propor-
tion of thy Wacer, is in reference to its
mnternal additional Sulphur, which is ad.
ded by the Philofopher 5 which is done
by [ucceflive Eagles, which are made by
our Philofophical Arfirick, the number
of which ought to be (even. The dark-
nefs vanifhing, and the light appearing,
after many fllowrs, before the flight of
each Eagle, our Water being thus acua-
ted, is by Acuation purged, and then it
becomes powerful in diffolving the Body,
which will be done witha fewer number
of Eagles, or a greater, but with 7 or ¢
moft defiredly. .

- This acuated Water is alfo the Inftru-
ment which doth -move the Gold to pu-
trefie, which no_ other Agent in the
World can dos for by this the Body is
ground, foftned and mollified, the pores
of it are opened, and the Sulphur inv!ijili-
o ' e
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ble is fet at liberty , which caufeth the

| Body to rot, change colours, and at

length become black like unto melted
Pitch: R :
But if thou omit any of the number
of Eagles, or fail in the goodne(s of thy
Aprfrick, or erre in the preparation of
the Water with thy Arfmnick, either in
Conjun&ion, or Purification, or Dige-
{tion, or any other errour, of which ex-

. perience will warn thee, donot then ex-

pe&t that the moft exat Regimen of
heat of thy external Furnace will do the
Work.

Four fi:;.r there be, which thon muft under-
b

Natfml, againft Nature,unnatwral alfo,

And the %lemcumi, which doth burn the
brand 3

Thefe fonr Fires nfe we and no moe,

Fire againft Nature mf do thy Body woe.

This is our Dyagon as I thee tell,

Fiercely burning as the Fire in Hell.

NOW to give thee a touch concerning
our Fire, which he that knows may
R 3 well
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well be accounted a Mafter of our Se-
crets ;. We have indeed four Fires, which
which yet he intended to include. The
molt nable Fire is Natural, which is that
which we feck to have multiplied, and
that is; the Sulphur of Gold, or rather its
Fiery TinGure 5 it is that, which we
(eek for, and we ufe Mercury for Sok
his fake, |
- Qur next Fire is our Fire againft Nas
ture, and that is the Fire of our Water
which is to be corrupted, -and by this
corruption Multiplication is made.

The third Fire is Unnatural, which is
the mixture of thefetwo Fires, while they
are in their attion and paffion, and neither
doth aftually predominate, - '

.\ Now for ta give you a reafon of thefe
Fires denomination, know that Mineral
Fire is Sulphur, which is hot' and dry,
and it is the death of the Mineral Tree,
thatis, it is the caufe of coagulating, that
is, taking away the flux of the Mercury
which is cold and moift 5 this in Gold is
apparent, for it is a coagulated perfe&t
Body, fixed and permanent in all tr}'ﬂﬂg:

: this

3

Is one more than Artephigs numbred,
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this it hath from its Fire or Sulpbyr,and
this is Nartural. | nite

But now our Water hath an actual and
altive Sulphur in it, and yet quick and
fluid, a Fire in Water which yet s not

- burned s this Sulphur is tiue Gold, and

yet it is volatile 5 this is'a Riddle, the

 Philofophers Myftery, and' vet true 5 this

is contrary to Natures ordinary 'opera«
tion in Mineral Bodies. 3
Now Nature will always¢are and pro-
vide for her own Child, before a Stran-
ger; Gold is her own Son, and is accor-
ding to her own Rules: but this Mercury
is the Son of the Philofopher, to wholfe
nativity though Nature contribute her
help, yet he is out of her ordinary road,
and through the co-operation of Art and
Nature, he is for his qualifications an
aftonithment to Nature, hot and dry in-
ternally, and that a&tually; for it is im-
pregnated with real Sulphur, and yet not
coagulated, but in one word Ignis aqua,
Gold truly {0 called, and that moft pure,
yet volatile and crude, and no abortive ;
not perfe&, yet left in the way to per-
feftion, and yet its virtue aftive, not
R 4 extin-
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extinguifhed. This fubje Nature find-
ing mixed with her Son, the King, even
Gold, by it fhe endeavours to mend his
Conlftitution, and to multiply his virtues
for though living Gald be a thing of ad-
wmirable force, yet being out of the ordi-
nary channel of Natures operations, Na-
ture doth not mind its prefervation, much
lefs its propagation,

Thefe three forenamed Fires are inter=
nal, fecret and invifible, but there is one
more which we ufe, which is not ours

properly; for everySophifter hath it and-

ufeth it as well as we, and that is Culi-
nary Fire, which yet is {fo neceflary that
without it we can do' nothing, nor yet
without the true knowledge of its due
proportion. So then we ufe no Fires of
Dung, nor of the Suz, or of Baths, as
fome Sophifters per{wade themfelves and
others, for thefe are all the Fires which
we ufe. '

With the fecret Sulpbur that is in our
‘Water, which we proportion exaily in
the beginning, we open our Body, for
this Fire can do and doth that which no
other Fire can do, for it deftroys and

con-
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conquers the Body, and makesitno Body
but a Spirit. - g r
So that whatever any Sophifters may
fuggeflt, our Fire is Mineral, it is Sulphbur,
and that pure; it isunited to the Water
in one form, and yet hinders not its flux,
nor corrupts its form: _ _
. This is the true Jgnis Gehenne, for it
Eclipfeth the light of the Bodies, and
makes them become black as Pitch 3
which is a fymbol of Hell, and for its
Cimmerian darknefs is by many of the
Wife men called Hell. |

Fire of Nature is the third Menstrual,
That Fire is natural in eachthing,

But Fire occafionate we call unnatural,

As heat of Afbes and Balnes for putrefying.
Without thefe Fires thow majﬂ{ nonght bring

- To Putrefaction, for to be feparate,

Thy Matters together proportionate.

Ur natyral Fire is, as I'(aid, the true

" Sulpbur of Gold, which in the hard
and dry Body is imprifoned, but by the
mediation of our Water it is let loole, by
rotting the moles of the Body under
. which
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which it Was detained, and after fepara-
tion of Elements, it appears vifibly in our
third Menftrual. |

For though Gold be a compac and

dry Earthy Body, none may think thatit
became what it is without the virtue of a
Seed, which by perfection is not extin&;
but fealed up only ; which Seed is a
Fiery form of Light, which nothing in
the World wanteth, and therefore it
would be a great Aromalun if it thould
be only defe&ive in Metals, the choice of
all fublunary Bodies.

Betwixt thefe two Fires, in the time
of theiraltion and paffion one upon ano-
ther, and from another, there is made a
anedium which is part of both, which:be-
caufe it is not altogether natural, nor
wholly agamft nature, is called un-
natural. |

The duration of this unnatural Fire is
from the time that the Body begins to
open, and colours to change, that is in a
word, all the time of the rule of Saturn,
and part of the rule of upiter, the whole
Regimen of' Putrefadtion, and fo much of

"Ablution until the Dove begin to pre-
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vail over the Crow 5 which Putrefaétion
asit is theiturning of an intiré Wheel, o
part of it is done 7z ffeco, Whenthe Body’
is:all a di(continuous ‘Calx or Aihes, and
partin bwmido, ' which is called ‘a Bath,’
when the fubfident part 15 iquid and
beils, and the {fitperiour part vapours aloft.
and defcends.. R A (N
Thus you feée ‘how many' Fires we'
have, and how they are diftinguifthed:.
wherein I. have written what 1 know,
and as many as under{tand me will efteem
my Writings highly 5 for' without boaft-
ing let me affure thee, thou haft not fuch
another Direftary in the whole World :
I may fpeak it without offence, being.
unknown to thee,'and thou tome. This
I fay not to detralt from any Philofo-
pher, for many were deeply feen i this
Maftery, but almoft all were envious,
and the moft candid would have judged
ry plainnefs déferving an 4zathema ma-
ranatha. 1have' here laid you (o plain
demonltrations ds 1 go, that ‘you cannot
-mifs, if ‘God dirett you 5 and without
the Knowledge of the Fires you are far
wide, whatever whimfies you have in
your
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your head; for you fhall never fee the
diffolution of the Body, nor fhall you
ever make black, and by confequence
you cannot divide Elements as you
ought to do, becaule you proportioned
not your Matters wifely in the begi nning
of the Work; for, Dimidium fait: qui
bene cepit, habet, he who makes a good
beginning, hath as good as half done.

Therefore make Fire thy Glafs within,

Which burneth the Body much more thas

Elemental, if thon wilt win ( Fire
Owr fecrets according tothy defire

Then fhall thy Seed both rot and [ire,

By help of Fire occafionate,

Tga: kindly after they may be feparate.

TAke then my counfel, be not fo care-
ful of the Fire of the Athanor, as of
your Internal Fire ; feek it in the houfe
of Aries, and draw it from the depths of
Saturn 5 let Mercury be the Internuncio,.
and your fignal the Doves of Disna.
By the River you fhall find a Tree, in
which is the Neft of 10 Eagles; take of
them 7, 9, or all, but take them very
| white,
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white, which- oft plunging in the River
will caufe : with theige you may over-
come the Lion. «

The heat of their ftomachs is far more
powerful than any Fire in the World 5
. ‘for in it Gold will be deftroyed, that thoun
thalt not know what is become of it;
which yet lofeth nothing from it felf]
though expofed to the greateft violence
of any flame.

Thus with patience thou fhalt fee thy
defire fulfilled, and thy heart fhall re-
joyce s for a wide door fhall be opened

y which thou mayit behold the:Myfte-
ries of Naturein all her Kingdoms.

In 40 or 50 days thou {halt behold the
higheft fign of moft perfeét corruption
ufg thy perfet Body, which of a dead
Jumpis thus become Seed, in which
though many cannot believe that there
is any ative virtue, yet it is now to the
aftonifhment of Nature made living, and
by its life it kills that by which it was
made alive, and both being mingled
make one Bath, which by continual de-
co&tion, moving the Earth and Water
below, and circulating the Air and Fire

, above,
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above, ‘make at laft one infeparable
quinteflence, the Father of Wonders.

Now to God only wife, the fevealer
of thefe hidden Myfteries, be praife from
all his Creatures for ever.

Of Separation the Gate'nmnfl thys be won.

THUE‘ I have run through this Gate of

Separation, which might be'enough,
for it is all 5 but becaufe the Wifé men
have made many Operations for to hide
the (ecret; and have fCattered their no-
tions here and ' there ‘in every Gate or
Operation,  fometimes being at ‘the be-
ginning, fometimes' at the ‘end; thetéby
to puzzle the unwatys I muft to' make
this, Treatife intire, yun through the reft
with what brevity and plainnefs & ‘can; !

4 12l
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Shall now (ing a pleafant Elegy,
i What dft{(;%ﬂ?ixg two %Wer.:y
all out, feek the reafon why,
7 bi! Song dzﬁa{m 2 %
A Wife
Did lofe ber life,
Becanfe fbe did her Husband revive,
Whofe death did enforce
The manto remorfe

To fee her dead who gd*:.-:! bim life.

He was 2 King, yet dead 4s dead conld be,
Hi{ Sifter 2 Queen,
Whowhen her Brother fhe did breathlefs fee,
Tbelike was never feens
She cryes
Until her eyes * -
With over-weeping wereé waxed dim,
80 long till ber tears
Reach'd up to ber cars,
The Queen funk., but the King did fwiw:

Thefe Waters with the Fire which prevail d,
Did bim fo perplex,

That ftarting up not knowing what bim ail'd,

| He [orely did vex 5 !

e
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He thought
That there was wronght
Some ﬁ;‘_‘ﬁ"’: but full little did know
That it was a Queen
Him [av'd, though unfeen,
And dy'd her felf [ad white I trow.

At length bey Carcafs, when ber Gall wass
- Rofé up to the top, (broke,
Frons which fum'd up (o venomons a (moak s
His breath which did ftop 5
N\ He found,
| Which made bim found,
T be canfe of bis life his Sister did Slay 5
This made bim full fad,
L0 And grief made bim mad,
Thus Joo bis ftrength fell to decay.

His Houfe and Chamber toeve o charg’ d with
o amade bim 1o faint, ( beat,
And fainting fell into a grievous [weat 5
His fweat did (o taint
- The Room
With foul perfume,
W\ Which did een almost [uffocate :
4 8o feeble he grew,
L He.conld not efchew, .. .
~ But dung'd and pifi'd there where e [ate. .
JA At

:I! |tll
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At length with [forrows many be expires,
Full glad of the change,
That death at fg 1ft fhould anfwer his defires
But what is neoft ftrange,
' When dead,
That it might be [aid
How dearly he his Sifter did love,
Their Corps did unite,
That they in de(pight
Cf Fire, would not afunder move.

And thus together they contumulate
| A rotting did lye,
Paffing through difmal Purgatories Gate 3
IV herein they did fry
Lﬂ? fﬂﬂg,
Vntil among
The Saints for purity they might pafs :
Their fins were 2o nrore
To be found on [core,

They then were clear as Cryftal Glafs.

A Spivit then of life from FHeaven came,
In their Rodies dead,
Which now united, of renowned fame
To Heaven were led s

S Where
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Where they
Abode for aye,

Enjoying pleafures for evermore,
Zo death not fubjei,
Were now the objeit

Of wonder, for th’ bad Riches Slore.
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A the Chaper of Nl Sinatom,
J

By which the Elements of our Stone diffé-
vered be, ' AP T

The Chapter here followeth of fecret Con-
junttion, R T

Which Natures repugnant joyneth to perfel
unity, 4 e W

And fo them kuitteth that none from others
may fiee, :

Whes they by the Fire fhall be examinate,
They be together [0 furely conjungate. R

Aving run through the Chapter
H of Separation with a_ plain, ftile,

“we fhall now come to the life of
all, which is Conjunttion ; for we feek
not a thing which may be capable of Se-
paration, but which may abide in all
tryals, the parts being impoffible to be
S3 fcpa-
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feparated one from another, for ® our
Tindufe ought ta be, or e it will
be wholl§ unprofitable for our purpofe.
For Separation is but the middle motion,
by which we pas from the unary fimpli-
city of ‘Gold, to the millenary plufiuar:
perfection of our Stone 5 before which
can be attained, there muft be a loofing
of the Compages of the Body, that fo the
Spicitual Fire, or Tincture may be fet
loofé 5 which being loofed, will certainly
multiply it felf with that by which it was
diffolved, with which it is neceflary that
it fhould Radically be mixed and united,
{0 as that both the diffolvent and the
diffolved may make one together.

_ This then is the benefit of our Water,
that it doth not only reduce, open and
mollific our Bodv, and caufe it to fend
out 1ts Seed, bat it is a¢tually recongea-
led with the fermental virtue of this fe-
minal influence of Gold, that it becomes
together with the Body, one new Body
perpetually united.

S9 that although our Water be vola-
tile when it is firlt taken, yet notwith-
ftanding after it hath firft made the Body

no
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Sir G.Ripley’s fourth Gate. 277
no Body, but a Spirit, in which fpiritua-
lizing the Virtue or Tin&ure 1s augmen-
ted 5 after that the Body by Congela-
tion, makes this no Spirit but a Body,by
which the fixity is advanced mightily, fo
that both will endure all Fire. :

For it is not only an apparent union
that is made, but real, fo real that the
Spirit and the Body pals one into ano-
ther, penetrating each others dimenfions
the Spirit being one with the Body, an
the Body being the Spirit, the Form
(wallowing up the Matter in unity, {o that
all becomes really TinCture.

And thevefore Philofophers give this defi-
nition, '

Saying this Conjunttion is nothing e{![E

Bt of diffevered qualities a Copulation,

Or of principles a Coequalion s others tells.

But ome men with Mercury that Apotheca-
ries fells,

Meddleth Bodies that cannot divide
Their Matter, and therefore they flip afide.

F this Operation Philofophers make
a great Myftery, and fpeak of it
S4 Very
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very, hiddenly, in relpe to the terminys
of ity which they call the hour of the Stowes
Nativity, in which they ay many mar-
vels will appear, for all the colours that
can be invented in: the World will be
then apparent. ; |

Some [ay their Conjunttion is our re-
conciliation of; Contraries, a  making
friendfhip between Enemies, becaufe in
that time the volatile is {till a{cending and
delcending upon the fixt : thisis by them
afcribed to Contrariety.

Others meafuring all fublunary things
by the rules of Symmetry and Ametry,
do afcribe this Operation ( which they
for fimilitude fake compare to a Duel)
to the over-prevailing of one principles
qualities above the qualities of the other,;
and therefore they define ‘Auriety to be
¢he Anaticalne(s of the four Elements in
mixture, each in his quality a&iog pro-
portionable to the refiftance of its con-
trary, @ vice werfz: But this is but an
Eotanglement, 1n which the. Chymifts
ftumble upon School Academical Princi-
ples: I.had rather embrace their Secret,
as for Operation 5 but for Philofophy,

| jump
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jump with that noble Bruxellian, whofe
promifed Treatifes when the World fhall

enjoy, 1 fuppofe they will be the pro-
foundeft piece of Philofophy that ever
was revealed to the World : which I ad-
mire not fo much for his Experiments, of
none of which I am ignorant, nor Para-
celfws to boot,many,yea molft of which are
far harder (though fooner wrought) than
the Elixir,and the Alchabeft 1sa hundred
times more difficult 3 but what I moft ho-
nour in that noble Naturalift is, that he
did fearch out the Qcexlta Nature, more
accurately then ever any did in the
World. So that (fetting afide the skill
of this Maftery, of which I cannot find
any footfteps in what of his is extant )
1 am confident he was without flattery
Natures Privy-Counfellor, and for Phi-
Jofophical verity might have comman-
ded this Secret 3 but God doth not re-
veal all to all men, yet who knows
what he may live to be Mafter.of in this
olnt too. '
This I fpeak not to flatter; him,; who
befides what is evident to the whole

World in his Writings ) have no other
cha-




e -

-

S
T e R

T

=
i -

a80 An Expofition npon
charalter of him, and to himI am like to
remain a perpetual Stranger ; yet could
as heartily defire his acquaintance, as
any mans I know in the World, and if
the Fates prevent not mine intentions,
by mine or his death, I fhall endeavour
familiarity with him. But this by the
way.

To return whence I digreffed; our
fina] fecret is firlt to unite the Spirit and
Soul of our diffolving Water, that by the
mediation of the Soul, the Spirit and
Body may be conjoyned, and then after
feveral Sublimations and Precipitations
made for that end, that the Eody may be
fpiritualized, and the Soirit corporalized,
(0 fix together the Soul, Body and Spirit,
the flying and the fixt, that all the Ele-
ments (to ufe Philofophers terms) may
acquielce and reft in this Neft of Earth,
in which all the virtue of the fuperiours
and inferiours is contained, both in power
and a&.

From what hath been (aid may appear,
the frong paffive delufion that hath ta-
ken many men of our Age, and former-
ly, who with the Chymift in Sendivogius,
cannot
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cannot dream of any other Mercury, then
that Mercury which is to be bought at
Druggifts, which they take and {ublime
varioufly to make it clean, and then with
Foghelard mix it with Gold, applying
all the words and [ayings of Philofophers
to this their mixture : But when the time
comes that they fhould fee the {igns (pe-
cified of the Philofophers, there they fail,
it may be by reafon of {omething exter-
nal to the Gold, (which it gets in folia-
ting, or the Mercury, Which it gets in
* wathing and purging, which though it
be but litdle, yet it is enough in heat to
give a light Tin&ure to the Superficies )
they may with Hogheland, fee a dilcolou-
red outfide, which is nothing 5 for our
Operation is not fo trivial, that a man
had need of Spectacles,and a moft clear
light to difcern it: but it is {o apparent,
that a half blind man would be amazed
at it, for our Body, even the perfett Body
is divided , which common Mercury can
never do, though a man blefs himfclf ne-
ver (o much in his mock-purgations.
But when as fuch Work-men have
waited their time out, and it may be out

again,
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again, and fee not blacknefs, then they
run into another, extreme, and fhare the
fault of their errour (which was only in
their Mercury, or withall in their propor-
tion for pondus and heat of external Fire)
between both principles, and then fay
with Hogheland | our Mercury- and our
Gold are not vulgar, but they are {ome-
thing (no man knows what ) which the
Philofophers have called Gold and Mer-
eury 5 Which yet are fome f{trange thing
which man never heard of; or fome com-
mon thing, or fome vile thing. Thusthey
vani(h into {fmoak, and a]l for want of
knowledge of our true Mercury.

For until the Soul be Jeparate,
And cleanfed from its original fen

With the Water, and throughly [pirituali-

Zate,

The true Conjunition na 192 thou never begin.

Therefore the Soul Sirft from the Body twine,
hex of the corporal part and of the (piritual,
The Soul fhall caufe Conjuniion perpetial.

Mercury, which may deftro yand con-
quer
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quer thy Body 5 mollifie it, {often it, and
draw out, its. Seed, and fever the Soul
from 1t, by virtue of that Spirit which is
in thy diffolving Water ; Spirits naturally
~ uniting with Spirits, as one flame will mix
with another. (G 2
The Soul being thusfevered from the
Body, it will dry and rot as naturally as
any other thing will, that hath its Soul
{eparated. And as by the Water ( which
extracts the Soul ) it dies and grows pu-
trid and black, (o by the fame Water it
1s wafhed from its filthy blacknefss then
the clean Soul having cleanfed the Body,
is united to it, that from that time the
Body follows. the Soul,-and is moved al-
ways with it upon-the Fire, fiying and
defcending in the form.of a Spirit, which
1s 2 wonder to behold.
__ This is our Secret {0'much efteemed,
Conjunilion, which is celebrated: after
the loofing, putrefying and purifying of
our Body. Thisis the true procefs of our
Work , according to the true exigency
of Mature 3 firft the Soulis to be divided
from the Body, thatis, grofmefs may be
purged by corruption and rotting, and
| the
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284  An Expofition upon

the Spirit which is a form of light, and
{eminal, may, being let loofe, multiply it
felt by the Spiric of the Witer, and o
being allied to the Body from whence it
was drawn, and to the Water from whofe
Spirit it receives an incredfé in virtue
and Tintture, it may unite both the Spirit
and the Body with a perpetaal bond.
He who works thus, thall undoubtedly
attain unto perfection. |

Of rwak(‘ onjunctions Fhilofophers mention
make,

Graofs when'the Body is with Merfm:y ye-

\incrudate ; _

But let this pafs;and 1o the fecond beed take,

I hichis,as ! faid, after Separation telebrats,

In which the pariies be left with leaft to
colligate, |

HAnd fo promaoted unto mcgﬂ perfect tempe-
rance, -

That never: aftermay be repugnance.

BUt when as the Philofophets (peak of

Conjuddion, it is warily to be con-
fidered . ofi:what Cenjun&ion they do
mean, for xsiitisia term very often ufed,
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fois it very doubtfully to be taken. One
Conjunction which they fpeak of'is grofs,
which 1s properly Amalgamation, it is
the firft Operation after the preparation
of the Mercury.

' But this is not the Conjunéion here
to be underftood, but a more fecret by
far, in which man worketh nothing at
all, but ftands by only and beholds Na-
tures Operation. And this work is done
without any laying on of hands, and very
quickly, when the Matters are prepared
and made fit. This work is therefore
called a Divine work.

This Conjunction is far more intimate
than the grofs, for this is an union per
minima, or intima, {0 that the eflence of
the one, enters the effence of the other,
fo as to make it but one fubftance.

This maketh a temper which man by
no Art could make, for even as Water
mixed with Water is infeparable, fo is it
now with thefe principles. Now is con-
cord, amity and friendfhip made, for now
the hot and the dry, will embrace 1 se
cold and moift, and now patience ismade
between the Water and the Fire.

Thus
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Thus canfeth true Separation true Conjuncti+
on to be had,

Of ITater and Air, with Earth and Fire;

But that each FElement into other may be
led,

And [0 abide for ever at tb defire,

Do as do Dawbers with f!.f; or Mire,

Lemper then thick,, and make them not too
thin,

This do up-drying the rather thon Jhalt win.

Hus the Proverb is verified, Aman-
tinm ire amoris r&drrztegnztw es?, for
Love brought them together, Love par-
ted them with a {eeming dilcontent, and

at lalt Love unites them with a perpe-

tual tye, that they can no more part for

ever, without' a new Refolution in this

dlffulwng Water, after they are firft be-
come perfe(t.

Now the (ame thing 1s both moift and
dry, hot and cold, according to the qua-
lities of the Elemcnts, (that I may {peak
according to the ufual voice of Philofo-

phers ) for. now is of two made three,

and of thref: made four, and of four nn;: 3
the
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the Quadrangle is turned into a Circles
to the amazement of Nature.

For the eflence of one Element now
penetrateth the effence of another, that
is, the effential properties are o through-
ly mixed, that all four now make butone
partaking of all.

Thefe are thofe principles which God
now hath conjoyned, and therefore np-
thing can {eparate: Rejoyce now, O Sont
of Art, for thou haft the Sun for thy
Diadem, and the Moon Crefcent for thy
Garland.

That thou may{t the more certainly,
eafily and {peedily attain to this, and
that thy figns may the better and or-
derly appear, next to thy care of pre-
paring true and purged Mercury , and
pure Gold, firft be fure of thy mixture,
mix them like as a Potter mixeth his
Loam.

Be fure you do ot over-glut your
Earth with Water, nor cloy your Water

with Earth, but impaft them, and then
orind them together as diligently as a
Painter would grind his Colours; for
the more exactly thou mixeft them, the
T better
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better and (ooner will they work one
upon another in hear,

Then fet thy Glafs in a Furnace made
for thy Work, and give a convenient
Fire, in which it may boyl night and day
perpetually, without a minutes cealing 3
order the Fire o that it may in 12 or
24 hours begin to boyl, and from that
hour not to ceafe boyling, fubliming,
afcending and deftending, until fuch time
as the moifture be dried up, and all re-
main below (at Jealt greatelt part) in
form of a difcontinuous Calx.

Lut manners there be of onr Conjunition
. three,

The firft is called b y Lhilofophers diptative,

The which betwees Ligent and ‘Faticnt mmfd
be,

Male and Female, Mercury and Sulphur
vive,

Matier and Form, thin and thick to thrive.

Lhis, I effor will help thee without doubt,

Lnd onr Conjunction trily brizg about.

”I‘{fof.v to helo thee throughly in this
N m yltery of Philofophical Conjuntti-
on,
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on, I fhall particularize all our Conjun-
&ions. We have particularly three Con-
E)un&iﬂns, all which muft be known

y him who intends to compleat this
Maftery. -

The firft is grofs, which T touched be-
fore ; it is the Amalgamation of Sol with
our Mercury, which becaule the mixture
is made of two things, it 1s cal'ed Con-
jun&ien diptative; and the Compound
16 now called Rebss, that is, two things,
according to the verfe, Res Rebis eft
Vina confeéfa.

In this mixture there are two Natures,
the one more active, which is the Mer-
enry,-the other more paflive, which 15
Gold: where note, that the altivity of
the Mercury above the Gold, is becaule

the moving virtue of §o/ is fealed , that

is, his Swlphur is imprifoned. Otherwife
when Difllolution 1s made, 8l then 1s
moft altive, and' Mercury more paffive;
Mercury then is as it were the Feminine
Sperm, which being more crude and ten-
der, it is fooner wrought upon by the
Fire, which So/ the Mafculine Sperm feels
not till it'be penetrated by the Mercury,

| B and
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290 An Expofition #pon
and then .it is forced to fend forth its
Seed ; for the formal principle refides
moftly in the Gold, and the material
chiefly in.the Water ; in the one, being
thick of conftitution, the formal part 1s
fealed 5 in the other, that little which is,
(in refpect of the Body ). 1s more at li-
berty, and fo by confequence. fooner
attive. Thefe two then muflt be mixed
( ad justam exigentiant nature) as is elfe-
where hinted and profccuted largely. To
this if thou haft attended, thou fhalt
know the extent and full Latitude of this
Conjunétion ;.this is a manual work, and
the laft manual work, next to the put-
ting and fealing of it in the Egg, that
thou haft, before thou haft attained the
firlt degree of the Maftery.

T@e Jecond manner is called Triptative,
Which is a Conjunition of things three,
Of Body , Soul and Spirit, that they not

ﬂr.‘iw,

Which Trinity. 1hon mnft bring to Onity.

He next Conjunction that follows this

in order, is when thou haft fo admi-
niftred
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niftred and regulated thy Fire, that thy
Spirits (hall fo afcend and circulate, until
they have extratted out of the fixed
Body its moft digefted virtue , or fubtle
Soul, which is Sulphureous, or of great
Firinefs. Then fhall the Spirit and Soul
deltend, and fhall unite it {elf with the
Body 3 then fhall the Air be converted
into Duft, according to the procefs of no-
ble Sandivogine,where they {halllye con-
tumulate for fix weeks without breath 3
and- after when the Spirit of life (hall en-

. ter into them, the Spirit and Soul {hall by

their mighty force carry aloft the Body
with them, {o that it {hall go out and re-
turn with them, for now thefe three are
made one.

For as the Soul to the Spirit the bowd
muft be,

Right [0 the Body the Soul to hive muft knit.

Out of thy mind let not this Leffon fiit.

SO then by the mediation of the Soul,
the Spirit is made one, and incorpo-
rate with the Body 3 for the Soul being
by the Spirit drawn from the Body, doth

s By natu-

]
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naturally defire to be united with it
agam, and fo long as it is from it, is from
home as it were in a Pilgrimage. The
Body alfo naturally doth defire its Soul,
and will as forcibly attra& it as a Load-
{tone doth attra& Iron: for know, that
the Soul doth not afcend, but it carries
with it a fermenral Odour of the Bod ¥s
by which it doth fo effectually affe the
Spirit, that it begins to think of taking a
new impreflion, and becomes daily by
little and little more and more able to
(uffer Fice, and by confequence draws
t0 the nature of a gody: ablerve this.

The third manner, and alfo the laft of all,

Four Elements together which Jjoyns fo
abide,

%ﬂ'e_p!aﬂm -cfrﬁaim} ?:ﬁﬂﬂﬁpﬁa‘fﬁ do it

call,

And [pecially Guido de Montanor, whefe
Jame goeth wide, -

And therefore in woft landable manney 1his
tide.

BUI: yet this Conjuncion doth not re-
tam the volatility of the Compound,

» " though
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St G Ripley’s fourth Gatz. 293
though itis (o united that the partsafcend
and defcend together 5 the reafon is, that
though by the Soul the Spiriv and Body
be united, yet the Spirit fometimes doth
carry the Body with it aloft, and the
Body at times precipitates the Spirit, the

“Soul holding fait together, till at length

not only thefe parts, but the Elemental
qualities of them, are {o {trongly permixt,
thac the one doth not more in afting,
then the other doth in refilting, by which
means they are not only united to follow
one another, but fixt to abide Fire to~
gether,

This is the laft and nobleft Conjunttie
on, in which all the myfteries of this
Microcofin have their Confummation.
This is by the Wife called their Tetra-
ptive Conjundtion, wherein the Qua.
drangle is reduced to a Circle, in the
which there is neither beginning nor
end. He who hatharrived here, may
fit down at Banquet with the Swz and
Moon.

This is the o highly commended Stone
of the Wife, which is without all fear of

corruption ; for here are by Nature all
T4 _ Ele-
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294 - An Expofition upon
Elements Anatically mixed and united,

(o thatit cannot (uffer from any, for it
agrees with all,

Iz onr Conjunition four Elements must ag-
gregaie
I due proportion, which firft afunder were

Jeparate.

THEI'E our Elements are not {uch vain

trifles, which are idly imagined by
Sophifters; by the primary qualities, to
fpeak after the common phrafe, though
I do not think that any thing attains
perfection upon an account of qualities,
but fo it plealed the Ancients to exprefs
themfelves 5 only this is molt certain,
that what was before inconftant in the
Fire, now is impatible therein, and what
at fuft in the beginning of the Work
difcovered two diftinét Natures, is now
one intirely and infzparably.

T here-
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| Therefore I:'f:@ a5 the Woman . bath wveins

fifteen,
And the Man but five to the ait of their fe-
cundity,
Required in our Conjunition firft 1 mean,
8o zust the Man bis Son bave of his WW ater

three,

And nine bis Wife , which three to hin
must be :

Then likewith like fhall joy have for to dwell.

More of Conjunition me needeth not to tell.

OUI‘ Stone is as it is called Microcofmos,
which name unlefs to our Stone,
hath been only appropriated unto Man 3
{o is there in the Generation of our
Stone, much that may anfiwer to the Ge-
neration of Man : for as Anatomifts do
allow the Woman fifteen veins conducing
to the a& of Venery and Procreation,
and the Man from whom comes the Male
Sperm but five 3 (o our Stone in his firfk
Compofition requires three parts of the
Water or Feminine Sperm, to one of
Sulpbur or the Male : fo the Artilt de-
cotting, and Nature perfecting, the Ma-

ftery
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ftery will be accomplithed with the blee || b
ﬁng of God, “ g
Remember now that the more thy §f &
Water is, the more oughe to be thy a- o
ternal Fire to dry it up; fo then when "
thou fhalt make the proportion of W ater the
to the fuz three to one, remember thae || il
| thy numbe=r of £agles, which is the pro- 1 o
| portion of thy Mer.ury, ought tobenine, | u
:" or at mo't ten. | th
i This is the high=ft Acuation of the || tk
1l Water, which is belt for fuch a propor- || m
| tion; as for (even Eagles, twoto oneis || w
11 avery good proportion, fo halt thou pro- |
a1 portionably three Eaglesto every one of = || Tl
the Warer which is added to the Body.
il Some are {0 acute as to fay, that with || §
i four Eagles well cleanfed, the Woik ma y
i be performed, and then the proportion || J
| 1;;?" mult be as three of the Water to two of M
hr: the Body, but the decoftion muft needs i}
11 be longar. I never yet tryed it, know- i
.."r=|!*]s;'i. ing the forenamed proportions will do
A far better, and nine months time is a H
il {ufficient waiting for a Philofopher. Any i
i L | fhorter way is and would be acceptable, T
§ H but more tedious are very unaccepta- | I
i "51' ble,
Bl
] ﬁ ,{El .
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ble, fince they fhew nothing more than
quicker ways, but protract the time of
Putrefa&ion; for from that time the Fiie
of Nature is at work, and then every

pondus hath the fame period, provided
~ the Fire be accordingly, and the Matter
~ inthe Glafs not much over the other, for
one ounce or two Wwill be far fooner
accomplithed, than five or fix ouncess;
therefore we advife all rather to content
themfelves with one ounce, or two at
moft: if an ounce fucceed, you can wifh
no more.

This Chapter I will conelude right [foarn
tﬁereﬂ:ﬂre,

Grofs Conjuiétion charging thee to make
but one,

For [eldows bave Strumpets Children ylore,

And fo fhalt thow never comre by onr Stowe,

Without thou let the Woman lig alone 5

That after fhe have once conceived by the

Man,

Her Matrix be flut up from all other thar.

I Shall foon draw to an end concerning
this fubjet, for I trow that thou under-
{tandeft
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ftandeft it fully; take heed then to my
Doctrine, mix thy Water with thy Body

in 2 due quantity, and grind them to- °

gether diligently, and when thon haft
mixed them, fhut them up in thy Glafs
carefully, and there let them ftand till
compleat perfeltion.

And after thou halt mixed them, and
fet them to hear, be fure thou ftir them
not, much le(s open them, or add any
thing to them, or take ought from them,
whatever any Author do {eem to advife -
For if thou do contrary to this my Do-
&rine, thou doft run an extreme hazard
of lofing all 5 for as it is with Harlots,

“who lying with many men, conceive

rarely of any: (o ifthou joyn crude Mer-
cury after thy firft Conjunction, I will not
fay that 1t 1s impoffible, but very unlike-
ly that ever thou fhalt attain our Ma-
ftery: And whatI fay of putting in frefh
Mercury, 1s to be underftood of the Body
alfo, for if thou fhalt add frefh of that,
thou wilt deftroy all 5 for after. thou fet-
telt them to the Fire, thou muft expe®
Conception, that is, that the Mercury by
alcending and defcending will extract
part
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part- of the feminal virtue out of the
reins of the Swz, which when fhe hath
done, there then ftands a relation be-
tween the Sz and that Mercury, as be-
tween Husband and Wife:. Now other
Mercury , or other Sol are not as yet {0
related, and therefore they are as a third
perfon, which Love abhors. Therefore
mix thy Matters fo judicioufly at firft,
that thou need not afterwards to wifh for
any new addition, and clofe your Veffel
well, and decoct it carefully.

For fuch as evernore add crude to crude, .

Opening their Ve[fel, letting their M.::tter.r
keel,

The Sperne conceived they nowrifh not, but
delude

T hem felves, and [pill their Work each dedl 3

If therefore thon bave {f{! to do weel, |

Clofe up thy Matrix, and nourifh tb}' Seed"

With be.::t eontinnal and beruperate, if fban
wilt fpeed. |

Hey who fhall do otherwifg, ‘as they
difcover themfelves to be too impa-
tient, {o they certainly will deftroy their
Opera-
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Operations. For were it no other da-
mage then this, that they cool their Seed,
it 1s an trreparable errour 5 butover and
befides, the crude Air, will they, nill they,
will get 10, and being as it is a great ene-
my to Generarion, it deftroys the germi-
native and living virtue.

Then inltead of getting profi¢, they
reap certain dofs 3 and inftead of attain.
1ng truth, they get a deluffon : for no
man that underftands himfelf would do
it, but he that would open a womans
Womb that is conceived, to make her
bring forth {oener, or crack-an Egg he
would (et ubdera Hen, to make it hatch
more {peedily.
wiTherefore asTedvifed before, o I do
now, and f{nall make it the Fpiphonena
of 1his difoutlc s mix thy Seeds, and
elaborate: them 'with what  paigs thou
canft, then \fhur chem ina houle of Glafs,
ehirt is 00 fayy an ounce in @ Glals thae
would bold abour 16 ounces, or 20, or
two ounces in a Clals that would hold
twio eunoesor thereaboutsof Warer di-
{tled 5 decthy Glat inthy Neft, about a
3 pavtof itiniSand, which mutt be fifted
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from Stones. Let the Neck be fafined
either with a Wyre, or fet into a hole
which may be in the Cover of thy Nefr,
the Neck about 6 inches long, or longer
a little. Let thy A1hanor be fo that thou
mayft give in it what heat thou pleafeft,
and keep it about a day, or 16 or 12
hours at leaft, without renewing, and yet
no fenfible alteration in heat.

In this Furnace thou fhalt give thy
Matter fuch a Fire, as may within the firft
day or two caufe it to boyl, like to a
Pot over the Fire, or as the ftoimy Sea
(welleth inamighty Wind 5 from the fur-
face of which there will exhale a Vapour
which we call the Winds, which are in

-the belly or womb in the forming of our
E'mbrio, which will condenfe at the top,
(the Glafs being ftrong ) and rundown
i drops, and this continually night and
day without ceafing. Thus is verified
the faying of the Fhilofopher, ‘that cur
Stone retaineth life, and is perfe&ed,
that is, divided and united, and at laft
fixt and congealed, by continual boyl-
ing and fubliming. Thus a1e thy Waters
divided, the uppermoft part ¢arry al?!ft

the
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the Soul with them, and the lowermoft 3
boyl and tear and foften the Body, and
make it more fit for the returning Spirit
and Soul to work on, 1n their continual
delcending.

And when thy Veffel hath ftood by months ?

And Clouds and Eclipfes paffed each one, ;

The light appearing increafe thy heat, then
believe,

Until bright and [hining in whitenefs be
tf.r_f Stone.

Then mayst thou open thy Glafs anon, j

Aund feed thy Child which is ybore, 1

With Milk and Meat agé more and miver u:

Hus . fhale .thou keep them for the 4
fpace of 150 days, in which time
thou fhalt fee a gallant Game played, the
Earth fhall be overflown with Waters,
the two great Lights eclipfed, the Hea-
vens be clouded, the Air darkned, and
all things in diforder and confufion ; then
{hall the Earth be turned into a Limys,
and the ‘Water by deco&ion continual
fhall be dryed up, and by moderate he
fhowrs

ell
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fhowrs and dews fhall be meiftned, and
by continual wathing fhall be cleanfed ;
then through the good pleafure of God
the day-light (hall {pring forth, and what
was before dark, fhall now become clear,
and what was black of the blackelt, fhall
now be made very white.

- This when thou fhalt (e, rejoyce, for
our King is now coming from the Eaft
triumphing , he hath conquered death,
and now is made immortal 5 {trengthen
then your Fire a lirtle, prudently and
with difcretion continue it till fuch
time as your Stone become white, and
very clear and bright, fparkling like
to a Sword new flipped, and by dri-
nefs be reduced into a Powder impal-
pable.

Now art thou come to the end of the
white, and thou halt a Stone perfet s
though this be but of {mall virtue, yet
thou mayft now take it out, and ufe it
either by Fermentation, or Cibation, or
Imbibition, or Multiplication, and make
it fit for proje&ion : (o that if thou haft
but an ounce, thou mayft foon have a
thoufand. .

U For
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Lov. now both wr0ift and dry i fo conterz-
Perate,

Thatof the TV aster. Earth bath received im-

.ffft?ﬂ

Which never after that afuirder may be fe-
parate,

*’*rr:f right (o IWater to the Farth bath gives
n{gn ﬂmrf
That both mrrr.ﬂ,r to dwell I.'ere miade pro-
fellzon 5 |
And WWater of the Earth bath purchafed a
refentive,
ey four nrade one never more to [trive.

NTOw thou haft an intimate union be-
& ¥ tween the moilt and the dry, that
one is palléd into another, and of two
there is a third made, which is a Neuter
fro i‘il both, and yet partakes of both s
and thele two Natures that did feem fﬂr
appolite, are now conlpired together to
mike one ml.m Ancen "mmpnbm

or the Water which is a Spirit, hath
given {uch an impreflion to the Earth,
that it which was corporal and dry, ﬂnd
uncapable of communicating Til‘lii‘ur:‘?.,
1S

o I it
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is-by it become -penetrative, o that it
cann the very twinkling ‘of an eye pals
to the very Centre, upon an imperfedt
Metal on which it is project, as I have
oft with an unfpeakable content ob-
ferved. 7

For 1t 1s not in our union of this Sul-
phur to its Mercury, asitis with the union
of Water to Earth, though we make fuch
comparifons; for though we callour Sil-
phur Earth, and our Mercury Water, yet
our Mercury will not in thé Examen of
the Fire flow away as Water will ex-
hale from Loam, how exquifitely foever
it be contempered with it.

So then our Body which by our Artis
renewed , 1s advanced into the order of
Spirits, or Bodies glorified, which though
they have Bodies, yet they are not fub-
jedt ‘to thofe Laws of grofs corporeity,
which is in Bodies not regenerate : there-
fore our Stone is a Syftem of Wonders,
ponderous, fixt, and exquifitely compa,
and yet as penetrative as hot Oyl 1s anto
{foaking Paper. |

So that it is not now as 1t was at firft
bzginning of Operation; when the one

U 2 was
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was above, the other below, compared

to two Dragons or Birds, the one winged,

the other without wings 5 but now both
are capable to refilt the Fire in its ut-
moft fury.”

Now hath the Water received a fer-
mental impre{fion from the Earth or Su/-

phur, (o that it is now made Sulphur with

Sulpkur, as the other is made by the Wa-

ter life wih life.

This 1s the higheft perfettion which
any {ublunary Body can be brought to,
by which we know that God is one, for
God is perfetion 5 to wbich when ever
any creature arrives, in its kind it rejoy-
ceth 1n unity, in which is no divifion or
alterity, but peace and reft without con-
tention.

Thus in two things all onr intents do hixg,

Iz moi§t and dry, which be contraries twos

In dry, that it the moift to fixing brings

Inn m0ift, that it give Liquefallion to the
Earth alfo.

"/VHatever then we {ecm to fay or write
to the contrary, all our intentional
Secret

n
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. Secret confilts only in two things ;s what-

ever we feem to advi(e more, is but only
tointangle the unwary:

Our firft Secret is to know our true
Sulpbur, which many do allegorize to all
the abfurdities in the World : This 1s
Gold, which is to be bought pure almoft
in any place.

The next is to know our Mercury,
which is not common, but artificial,
drawn from three heads by the media-
tion of one thing, which makes the two
which are dry and Sulphurous, tounite
with one which is moilt and Mercurial.
Thele are different in their qualities,
which difference our decoction {o recon-
ciles, as to make of them (weet Harmony.
For the Sulphur in whofe increafe of vir-
tue confilts our final intent, it doth give
confiftence to the Water, yet {o as that
it doth not part with it from it felf, but
with its Fermentative virtue it doth fo

infufe it, that of a moift Spirit tender and
volatile, it becomes a fixt dry Fire-abi-
ding {ubftance. 4\
But firlt of all the Water doth mollifie
the Body, and foak into it, and fearch
U3 ~ out
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out its profundity 5 forithe Su» teyneth .

not, till 1t teyned be, for hard and dry
Bodies cannot efiter fo ‘as to ‘tranf{mute,
t1ll {uch time' as them(elves be ficlt Radi-
cally entred, and changed from colour
to colour, Gl they come to perfection 5
then it is fluid and penetrative, for it will
enter to the root of the imperfeét, and
caufe it to lofe/its imperfection, and be-
come perfet, flowing upoti'it like Wik
when it is heated by the Fire. |
T;ﬁe;; of técm thus a tempfmm.ent may
ﬁ:'rlb 205 :
A temperqment not [othick as the Bady ﬂ,
INeither [5:thin as Water !wtbautw mrﬁ'

B.Etween the dr} Body and the ﬂmd
Water, we make a temperament
which is called Impaftation, for it is made

like unto Pafte ; and Inceration, for it
(brings it'to the temper of Wax 3 but moft
properly Amalgamation, or gmrs Cori-

junétion | which'is a middle confiftence
between Mercury, and a Metal not' fo

2

hard as the one,for it may with a Knife
or ones Fmger: beif; pread to'and fro eali-

ly 3
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Sir G.Ripley's fourth Gate, 309
ly 5 nor-yet'is it {o currant as Merenry,
for no Meicury Will runrout of it, though
it be inclined one way or'other. I’ neec
(ay no more, for there ishardly any vals
gar Chymift.who 1s not acquainted with
the notion 'of an Zmalgina, and Knows
what temper that is,'when it will {pread
like Butter, and yet laid declining, will
14t nothinp run from it which is thinner
then the whole Compound 3 forina thm
Amalgama, the Mercury if it be declined
will run to the declining fide; like Hydio*
pical intercutis Water. Butouts is'not fo
thin, and yet fo foft thatit is eafily piy-
able, yét fo that it may be rouled: up. in
Balls, and no quick Mezrcary run down or
fink to the botrom. He that can mifs in
¢his dire@ion, would hardly find the {(hi-
ning Sun at Noon-day. 5 G

L oofing and: knitting be principles two

Of this hard Science,& Poles moft principal,

Howbeit that other principles be many vioe,
&e. ' -'

\ 'E have done this Chapter, and to
conclude affure thee, that all our
, Il 4 twelve
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twelve Gates are nothing elfe but lock-
ing and unlocking, (hutting and open-
ing, diffolving and congealing, volati-
zing and fixing, making the dry foft,
and afterwards the foft dry, Joofing and
binding. Learn but this, and thou fhalt
be fure of the Keys of this Terreftrial Pa-
radife.

Yet becaulc 1 would be more clearly
unrlerftood, I thall pa(sthrough the other
Gates of the Philolophers, that running
through their multiplicity, I may as I go
reduce them all to unity.

{ [Fon aday as I abroad was walking,
The pleafant Fields to view,
Awoice I heard in fffmce Joftly fszflii;{g

Of Wonders paffing new.

Whereat I [Farting fRood like one amrazed,
Not knowing what to guefs s

But when [ round about a while bad gazed,
This terrour it grew ;’rﬁ. :

The woice I heard came from a Grove, which

At myright band did grow, (there
Which 1 L‘aﬁﬁcfgﬁﬁg, ﬁ!ﬂuﬂ 7 drew near
The caufe of i1 ts know. |
I lhere )
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« & Where I did fee a Lady finely dreffed,
"4 Sit fighing by a Spring,

| She uttered words as if with grief oppreffed,
; And oft her hands wounld wring.

v« & Ab me,quoth fhe, bow is my joy departed !
. Ob difmal cruel death !
Conld any think the Fiend fo flinty hearted,

So 1o bereave -him breath

i 1 then drew near, and thonght to have affiva-

! IWith pleafant words her grie 0 ged

’ The more ] [pake, the more fhe was enraged,
Nay fhe difdain’'d relief.

Her face was Lilly white, with Curple fpots
Upon her cheeks and chin s
Her Rofte lips, her featare free from blots,

T’ amaze me did begin.

(weeping 2
Beaitty moft rare, quoth 1, what doft thou

[ 'hat Wight moft vile fhall dare
] Towrong thee, whowt the Gods bave in their
# Whofe face 15 raortals fiare 2 (keeping,

o Good Siry quoth: fhe; forbear your words ﬂf
w I live, yet living dye : ( forrow,
I wifh my life might end before the marrow,

Ab death I fear’s not nigh.

I
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1 had a Husband dear, of comely feature,

A King of gréat renown 3
80 lovely and [o loving, that in. Natuye
There's none may put-hive down.

His Conititution was [oftrong, be [torned
To fly from any Foe '

His Perfon was with grace fowell adorsed,
That none but bine did know.

Great Phoebus be was wavd'd,whofe princely
"Tis death for torecites (merit

So Rich he was, the wealth be did inberit
Great bononr did invite. |

We walking bere the pleafant Woods. awrong,
Found this H.ﬂfﬁﬁpp} fprfﬂg,

Of which to drink_ for thirft sy Lord did
IWhich dranght bis end did bring. (long,

For [looping down, the Water withits fbrean:
His ‘head did make [o light,

He conld not rife, but' droptinto the fbrears

Zo everlasting Night.

He firoveto fvine, but to the bottor [ank,,

Q difmal fight to fee! (drank,
Then ivelling with the Water which" he

Himfelf ke could not free.
But

————
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j- Bt burst, and ther tbe Spring begaﬂ to Im:!
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And, bubbling, colour ebang d 5 |
‘Tiswonder for to ¢ fa ( alas the fpeil ! 3y
King dead, and J’PI‘IHE Eﬁrdﬂg d

80 from its ﬁlr.wer ﬂata that what then fhone
Like unto glittering Skgf: Ly
.N::Iw like a ftinking ‘Puddle reaksthat none

Can it endure : yea I

T b.::r in it loft @ Flusband dear, do loath
The vapours that afcends
1 I'rapt’ one. ;Tprmg will be the end of both,
“Twonld be 2 bapp‘y end.

Y, !ﬂ:-'rg Jﬂﬁdkf until the H ater [eope cf
[:k_e ; .:? Mar:f{‘ ftgrem G S L
And eke rbe [avonr erft o bad ffffﬂﬁz d

Did f:rﬁ:rpﬂﬁ‘ the hew. (tﬁat ;:wci‘

The Air n:frfJ Clonds mqﬂ dﬁtr& W5, ﬁ d,
: Such fp Jaﬁd }W{ﬁ: were feets. AT
The which i J’qu! [rops the g’md Corps did

i ﬁnfé miﬁrﬂr Jirft was green, ( ﬁ;‘m ery

Then ycﬂam Siixt with Mﬂej 15& imtes
W hich bore the Soul ﬂmb;gfg (Qﬁ*efzdcd
¥ SRR the Lady ﬁzn‘-r, ber tears were
She fainted by aﬂd by. (ended,

Inie
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Tutothe fame Stream fhe did fwonning drop, K
And never moye 4 peard s ﬁ
She lov'd bey Hmbmdﬁ&, Jhe would not ftop,
Like one of death afear'd,

And [traightway fbe of vital breath de-
Was of a Lady fair ( priv'd,

ACarcafs made, thus both in love who liv'd,
Alike indeath did fhare.

Their Souls disjoyned from their Bodies ho-
Opon the Fountain plaid, (v'ring

Expeding if their Carcaffes recovering,
Might have their lives repaid.

The Sun in Solftice Rood, whofe heat did dry
The Waters wore and more 5

And eke beneath 4 Central beat did s 2
And fent up vapours fRore.

Which [ill retursn'd, fo long. #ill they were
egreater part to duft; . (chang'd

The wandring Souls which long had been
Were now allur'd with Iuft (eftrang'd,

Of their own Bodies, in whofe Atoms lay
A firange Magnetick foree 3

They alfo though long banifb'd, day by day
Awaited the dead Coarfe.

-
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For Souls united were Bodies combin’d,
And both to each ally'd

8o nearly, that no fooner they can find
A way, but they are ty'd

With knot inviolable, that no power,
How ftrong it may appear,

Can part them any more, even from the hour
They thus united were.

Thus two one Body bave, of double Sex,
Which doth no fooner live,

But is imprﬁgﬂatfda this doth perpfe.r
1 heir foes, who fair wonld drive

1 his tender off-fpring to defpair : but God

Fim (afely ever keeps
From all Invafion, nor permits the rod

Of them to make him weep.

And though his Garments and his Skin be
With blackne[s and with flink , ( foul
Ele fhall be purged, for both Spirit and Sonl

Are clean, whate're men think,

A River [prings amid$t a Garden fair,
With Flowers many deckt,
HWhofe drops are Cry$tal like, thefe into Air
By Central beat are checkt.
This
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This Air condenfes like ‘Pearl Ovient,) 3

- Which on this Body Jallss \ k 4
I hofe Iusire on.its blacknefs being [pent,

o brrgrﬁtrzfﬁ it vecalls.

And both together make a Cryital Spring, | Thi
IThofe Streams moit firangely fhine s
Thefe after are condens'd ; and with thews | I
reafures of Silver fine, (bring |

Thefe Treafures if to reft antoneht a while | S

 Upon the Fire are lef?, .'

The [eealing Azure will the white beguile, Ik
And both will be bereft

Of Being by the Vert, which long will durey | 4
The Citrine will (ucceed,

Which will abide full lorg, but then be furé | I
Lo fee the fparkling red. |

Then is the King who formerly was drows'd,

.. Llecome the whole Farths wonder ;

His Wife and he arve one, and both aborind
[7'ith wealth 5 nor they afunder

W ill ever.anore depart : now all their Foes
NMulk their dominian know s  ( blows,

Who will uot fRoop , fhall Jurely feel théir

Lor all arve him belom.

His
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- His Brethren all who formerly were beld
. As Slaves in prifon fast;
Are siow fet frees their Enemies which

IVith pride, full low were'caft. (fwell'd

Thus by kis death , the King hath now obs
That Glory which before (tain'd
* He never had 3 bis former ftate’s difdaind,

His IVife now weeps no more.

She's one with binr, bis former Kingdom be
Unto his Brethren gives s

The worft of thenr doth now thofe Iortunes
That each in plenty lives. (Jee,

And what their Brother was before lhis
T hat they ave now become,  (death,

For he their ficknels enres with bis breath,
And makes them live at home.

No more in bondage, bonds no place can
All liberty enjoy 3 ( find,
There's nothing here can burt, for all one
Have : all that world defiroy (mind

Is banifh'd from the Kingly ‘Palace, where
The Streets with Gold are pav'd 5

The Walls are Silver fine, the Gates moft
Intire Gems, engravd (clear

With
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With wondrous Artsthelf Ffmdmrr{_qfﬂﬁ moft
Which falls nor knocks can break 5 (puro,
The Drink from fear of venonr till is [ure,

Whofe virtue none can _ﬁ:ea!(.

Whofo conizes there,is at a place arriv'd
HWhere neither want, nor death,

WNor any grief is knowns a place contriv'd
For Saints therein to breath.

Whose God ﬂmﬂ fﬁﬂﬂﬁ, and to his ‘Palace
IT hat need he more defire (bring,

Then God bimfelf, that he may praifes fing,
Kindled with boly fire ¢

But he whofe hands unclean, and heart de-

Thefe Myfteries forbear, (fil'd,

For you thy are not5 ceafe timely, for y are

(wifd

1" have neither wit nor fear.

i

|
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TheFifth Gate Opened;
_ Which i§

PUTREFACTION,

—

Now we begin the Chapter of ‘Putrefaltion,
Without :vﬁifﬁl Pole no Seed can multiply,
17 hich mnft be done only by continual ation
Of heat in'the Body, moift not mannallys

For Bodies elfe may not be altered naturally.

' E havealready run through
V four Gates, the firft being
opened, the reft {ftand open

at will 5 {0 that thou haflt need only to
enter. The courfe and method of Philo-
fophers now doth lead us to the Gate of
Putrefaltion, a horrible Gate, whole
entrance is dark with Cizmmerzan night,
dreadful with many windings and turn-

ngs.
gﬁnd yet it is a Gate (0 neceffary, that
unlefs you pafs throu‘gh it, you may ne=
ver expe& to reap fruit from your la-
X2 bour 3
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ting of thy Compound, which 1s done
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bour 3 for without it can be no Life nor
Qeneration, much lefs defired Multiplica-
tion : therefore faith the Poet,

Felices atrume quotquot babere gueant.

The caufe of this death, or corruption
or rottenne(s, proceeds from the action
of continual heat, not {0 much of the
external Fire of the Athanor , as of the

Compound . within it felf 5 in  which the
- Fire of the Water which is again{t Na-

ture, doth open the perfect Body by con-
tinual contrition and decoction, and fo
lets loofe 1ts Sulphur that was incarcerate,
which is Fire of Nature; that {fo between
thele two in continual action and paffi-
on, together with the external heat con-
tinnally acting, the whele Compound 1s
brought to corruption, being fometimes
roafted with external heat, which doth
{ublime the moilture, which again of its
own accord returns continually, and
doth moilten the Earth {o long, until by
reafon of the heatit have drunk up the

- moifture whelly, and thenit dyes.

~And unles thou fee this fign, of rot-

n

L' S ]
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: 4. in a black colour, a ftinking odonr;and

I=

R R
D l.'r.

with a difcontinuity of parts, thy labour
will ftill be in vain s forthou mayft:me=
ver expect what thou defirelt; to haveia
new form brought in,till the old form
be corrupted and put off; Irianig

Sith Chrift doth wityefs, without the Grain
of Wheat |
Dye in the Ground, intreafe: thous mayfk
L mone gels : L oc
And in lsk=wife without the Matter putrefies
It pray in wo Wije Irw{p be alterate,
Neither thy Elements: way be divided

kindly, | 1y
Nor the Conjuntion of thens perfecily celes
brate : TG 15
That therefore thy labour be'not fruftrate; v
The privity. of our putréfying well unders
and, : A

Or cver thou take this Work_ in hand-

¥ His is {0 conftant to Natures conftant

proceedings, that the painful Hul
bandman, that he may have an increafed
Harveft, commits his precious Seed to
the Ground, in it to rot, and to. be cor-
X3 rupted,
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tupted, that (0.2 new Life may (pring
from the old dead Body3 nor doth he
ever expelt increafe, fo long as it remains
in his Garner.

Right (0 we, fo long as our Material
principles continue in their own nature
and form, they are but of a fingle value,
for Gold and Mercury, are two fuch prin-
ciples, that they will for ever delude as
many as proceed to work on them in a
Sophiftical way ; for whatever the Artift
may think, they will remain the fame
unto the end of the World, unlefs pure
Jol being mixed with its own pure and
appropriated’ Mercury, and fet in a due
heéat of digeftion, there arifé a mutual
action and pafiion between them, which
without the laying on of the Artifts
hands, will tend to a new Generation.
For 1n a convenient Fire, in which the
Compound may perpetually and uncef:
(antly boyl, and the fubtle parts may
aftend and circulate upon the grofs with-
out intermifiion, the moft digefted Vir-
tue or Soul of the fixed Body, (which is
his baffs of Tincture ) will be extrafted
by the Water, and this will mix 1t (elf
| with

!
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with the pure Spirit of the Water, and
with this it will afcend and return, until
a total f{eparation be made of the pure
from the impure, and the (ubtle from
the grofs. | '

Then (hall the Body draw downifs
Soul again, and by the power of the molft
High it.fhall be united, anid with it the
Spirit of life fhall be joyned alfo, {o that
all three fhall become one with an union
indiffolvable ; but all this pre-fuppofeth
a PutrefaGion, or Corruption of one
form, elfe cannot there be an Introducti-
on of another.

Therefore fince this myftery of Putre-
fadion is not more fecret then necefla
ry, fo meceffary that without 1t there 15
nothing can be done to purpofe, that 1s
to fay, with profits I fhall be a little

" plain‘and full in the profecution of this

myfery: For in the knowledge of this
confilks all that is required to make a
Philofopher, All the intentions of the
Artift | muft be only {o to prepare and
order things, that he may be fure of this
terminys 5 and when he is there come, he
is as fure a Malteras 1f he had the Stone
X 4 n
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in his Cabinet.’ By the failing of this fign,

the Operator is always to turn either
backward to feck out fome other prin-

“ciples, or forward, or. to the right hand,

or to the left 5 but when he is Malter of
this, he then canfail in nothing butin the
Regimen of the outward heat:

And Putrefattion nray thus defined be,

After Philofophers rfl:ﬁ.:;_?',l*f:'—:zlta be of Bo-
dies the jl’r.z_i-f::_:::

And in onr Componnd a divijton of things
three,

The killed Bodies into Corru piion jorth lea~
di;?g, |

And after unto Regencration them ableing

Forthings being in the Earth,without doubt

Be engendred of Rotation of the Feavens
about. .

TH:‘: definition that the Philofophers

give of this Operation, is perpetually
Allegorical, for this Gate they have
named by all Mctaphors almoft in the
World, efpecially from death, and dead

~men: therefore they allegorize the Veflel

1 this {tation, to Grave, or Tomb, and
emble-
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. emblematically difcover this Operation

by the types of Skuls, dead Bones, and

| totten Carcaffes 5 according to which

Metaphors they call Putrefattion, the
death of the Compound.

For when they {faw the Body with the
Water to melt in the Fire, to flow and
to boyl, they called this Ma(gm:ﬁa : when
they faw the Water partly to afeend, and
partly to defcend, and partly to remain
below, fo that at once there was both a
Sublimation in vapour, and a Motion of
what was below , they faid that it was
the Spirit of the Water that afcended,
or more Airy part; and the more Fiery
part, which rejoyceth moft to be united
to, and hidden in Earth, remained be-
Jow, for that was more capable of the
Fire,and did better agree with it,as with
its like : which becaufe it did (o uncel=
(antly {well and boyl, and rage at the
bottom, and make the Body begin to
change its colour, they faid it was Fire
again{t Nature. Again, when they (aw
the altending Vapour to change colour,
they faid it was the Soul of the Bodies

- was mixed with the Spirit, which becaufe

it
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328 An Expofition upon
Soul, and Fire of Nature.

Now when the Body below began to
thicken, they faid this was an Herma-
phroditical Body, becaule part of the
Water always remained below, and made
the Body to boyl, and bubble, and flow 3
and therefore this they called a new
Body compounded of two Bodies, the
Jun and the Moo», the Man and the
Wite, which becaufe it grew to a{limy
confiltence, they named it Limus, or
Limbys, Hyle, and a Chaos, or Terra
Adawica.

When this Body began to grow very
black, and to {end up foul Exhalations,
yellowith, blewi(h, and black, they faid
this was Death and Corruption , which
followed the feparacion of the Soul from
the Body.

Now when they fce the Souls to be
again united, and to remain below toge-
ther, they knew that the Sou! and Sp_irit
were Immortal | that 15, the TinGure ar
Vital Balfam was Incorruptible 5 and be-
caufe they {ee them again unite, they
knew the Soul and Spurit would repew
the

it was green, they (aid it was a vegetative 5}
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§ - the Bodies, and this {eeming Corrupti-

on, was but the natural ftep to a glori-
ous’ Regeneration 3 for if the Souls be
again united to the Bodies, they will
furely regenerate them, and renew them,
and make themn incorruptible 5 for if the
Spirits had not returned to this union,
they might only have expected the Ex-
halation of them : for Spiritual Tin&ures
or Effences, cannot be deftroyed by cor-
tuption in many Vegetals, much lefs in
the ‘moft perfec of Minerals and Metals.
The union then of the Souls with the Bo-
dies, argues evidently a hidden purity,
under the apparent rottennefs, which will
after Purification be exalted to tranfcen-
dent Glory.

Hereupon they faid, that the Spirit
and Soul which were above, were the
Heavenly Quinteflence, and the Body
below was the Earth; and this Circula-
tion of Spirits, were but as the Circu-
latian of the Heavens round about the
Earth 3 and the falling drops, were but as
the influential dew, which did caufe the
Earth to fru&ifie s and the blacknefs and
darknefs, were but the Winter Latitude,.

| which
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which with its Clouds and droppings do
mellow and fertilize the Earth, to fhoot

forth with the more beautiful varieties in
the Spring.

And t!aereﬁ-re like as T have faid before,

Thine Elements commixt and wifely co-
equate,

Thon keep in temperate heat, efchewing ever-
wore

That they by violent heat be ot incinerate,

2o porwder dry unprofitably Rubificate :

Eut into powder black as the (rows Bill,

Vith Feat of our Bath , or elfc of oux

* s apl oy
-"l‘-_:u:f.ri'

T< Or this canfe they looked upon this as

a fecret, myfterious, yet very natural
Operation, whereby the moft folid and
perfect Minerals, are by Nature (o applied
one to another, and culaivated, that the
very Earth or Ground fhould be found,
in which this noble Tree'of the Hefperis
des may be planted and-grew ;3 the Ma-
trix or Womb fhould be prepared . in
which this noble Off-(pring may again
enter, and be born again. |

There-
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Therefore what by long Expetience,
and, profound Meditation, Philofophers |
have found out and feen, that al{o they il
committed and communicated unto us 3
{o that we allo are made fellow Heirsof
this great Treafure, and we fball as faith-
fully communicate our knowledge for
thy Inftru&ion. Firft then, take thy Body
which is Gold, and thy Water which 1s
Mercury, the one ready made by Nature
, # to thy hand, the other thou muft Pre-
| pare, for it is not to be found in the
! Land of the Living, but muft be made 3
t §  Nature here is at a won-plys , and fo is
Art, taken afunder, but both together
effet it. _

; Mix thefe together in due proportion,
1 {o as I have often told thee 5 then fet
| § them to the Fire to decot, and.give
| § them a convenient heat, in which they
: may boyl, alcend and delcend perpe-
51 tually, without any intermiffion night

' or day. _' |
But efpecially and before all things be
.= careful in your Internal heat; to wit, the
| proportion of your Water for yoar Sxl-
phur 5 that you mult add and f{upply to
it
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it in the beginning of yeur Work; in its :r

Preparation, is that which doth perform
all the work within, without which your
External heat is ofno value, for it is of it
felf uneffectual. -

If then thou accend this heat {o much

as that it predominate, it will not then

diffolve the Bodics, as thou expedeft,
but contrarywile burn the Flowers be-
fore they are extratted from the depth
of their Marrow : this thou mayft eafily
do, either if thy Arfwick be not made as
it ought, or €lfe the number of Eagles
exceeded , or the proportion of thy
Water to thy Body not dgréeing to the
number of Eagles, or thy Glafs not well
proportioned to thy Matter 5 it will eafj-
Iy burn, if thy Glafs be too big, for fo
the moilture will fo much be diperfed
about the Concave, that it will not re-
turn before the Earth below be left too
dry. I have given Rulés eafily to avoid
all thefe mconveniences. ,

And on the other hand, be fure that
thou do not erre in too little heat 5 lét
thy Water have Fire enough within it,
to make a true divifion and cortuption,
which
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4., which if either thy Arfnick have not [uf-
ficient Fiery virtue, or if the union of
this and thy Water be not well attended,
but flightly performed, or the Purgation

of thy Water be not throughly made
each Eagle, for fo two or three Eagles
may not add the virtue of one, or if thy
number of Eagles be not juft, or thy

proportion of quantity be not duly ob-
ferved.

Thetefore follow my advice, and be
careful in both thefe particulars, and
then let your External heat be fo that
your Compound may boyl and fublime,
which for its fimilitude is called a Bal-
senm, {0 long till the Vapours ceafe, and
are retained within 3 then will the Com-
pound rot, which for its great likenefs is
called our Dunghill.

Dntil the time that Nights be paffed ninety,
In moift beat keep thezs for any thing,
Soon after by blacknefs thou fhalt efpy,

. That they draw faft to putrefying.

Flrﬁ then, our Operations begin iz bu-
£ wido, for t the beginning moilture it
pre<
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prevails, and.is called the Phlegmatick B

Contftitution of our Embrios and this is

called the Reign of the Woman, which t
(according to Flammel) fecks to get the il

Domination for many months, thatisto |

fay, for three months or thereabouts, o

which according to our Author is ninety
days and nights, to whom many other

Authors agree. This time may be longer | i

or fhorter, according to the better or | 4

worfe preparation of the Matter, and the
Regimen of the Fire.

But when thou haft fet thy Glafs uﬁce, S

in the firft place be fure that thou give

a due, yet temperate heat ; govern it [0 In
as that between the Waters above, and d

the Flouds beneath, the Earth may li-
quefie 5 then continue your decottion,

and ‘the Veflel fhall be beclouded, and | &

thy Compound fhall with conftant Cir- W

culation become black. = . 1 i
This colour fhall be a fign unto you de

that you have not run your courle mn H

vain 5 tais is the firlt Gate, into which

and through which you muft enter s now | o

know for certain that thy Seeds begin to

rot and engender. In this Putrefaction
there

ne
wil
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there is life, for this Operation is nothing
el but an extraching of Natures from
their profundity or root ; this is that
which will make thy fixt Body to become
a volatile Spirit, for Putrefation doth
leofe the bands of all the Elements.

Which ¢ﬁ£r ?ﬂtiﬂ_}' colours thon mayft bring

To, perfect whitenefs; by patience eafily,

.dnd Jo the Seed in 5];:: nature fhall nul-
tiply.

SO {oon then as thou {halt have black+
nefs compleat, know for certain that
in this blackne(s whitene(s is really hid-
den, fo really as a living Plant in its Seed
But before thou attain to this white-
ne(§, thou mayft have patience, and pafs
through many middle changable colours,
which . will be no fmall chearing to the
Work-man, who muft wait with a great
deal of Longanimity until the Earth and
Heaven be united.

Then fhall thy Elements perfe®ly ac-
cord, and one colour fhall cover thy
new-married Soul and Body, and that
will be like to the moft pure Lilly, or
X {ub-

B g e < e -
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{ublimed: Salt, fparkling like to a new-
flipped Sword in the Sun beams:

In this whitenefs is the Multiplicative
virtue exalted, and made apparent in its
firft degree 5' by this white Soul thou
maylt turn either Merciry, ot Satwrr, or
Jupiter, or Venus, or ﬂén", into moft
pure refined Silver, in @ (hott time, and
that not Sophiftically, to"apparency, but
n reality, inwardly and outwardly to'
abide all Effays. |

Make cach the other to halfe and kifs,
jﬂf} like as Children play them up and
own,

Arndwhen theiv Shirts are filled with Pifs,
Then let the Woman to wafb be bown,
Which oft for faintnefs will fall in a

And die at laft with ber C. bildren all,
Aud go to wrgatory to wafh their ﬁlf‘

Original.

Ut in thy firft Operation, ay is* faid
before, firft look for blacknefs, which
will appear in the fir{t Regimen by con-
tinual decotion, which' blacknefs' fhall
be an Indicium to you that youtr two
Natures

LS
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Natures do begin now to imbrace and
Kifs one another. |
. For fo foon asthey feel the Fire, they
flow together within the Veffel, and
boyl by continuance of deco@ion vili-
bly, and the tender Nature not enduring
the heat, flyeth aloft, and being inclofed
(6 that it cannot get out, it congeals in
drops in the head of the Veflel, and
about the fides, and again returns toits
Body, which may well be called Chil-
drens play, running round as it were in
a Circular motion: This play continues
{along, till the Water begins to leave its
thicker parts, with the thicker parts of
thé Body, which in the bottom of the
Veflel is called Urina puerornm 5 and the
thinner . parts of the Water, mixed with
the thinner parts of the Body, which is
diffolved in it, flies fll and circulates
until it have made a more full dificlution
of the Body, which here by the odour
of its Sulphur doth penetrate the Spirit
and Soul, and makes them faint at laft,
and remain as it were breathles in the
bottom of the Glafs. | . o
Then fhall the Body be deftroyed, and.
Yig both
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both the Water and it rot into fmall
Atoms, which will lie without motion,
growing every day more and more black,
until at length Cizzmerian darknefs cover
the whole Sky.

This is called the North Latitude of
out Stone, and it is Winter, cold and
dirvy 5 here are the Elements brought to
relt for a time, until a Generation be
made in the bottom of the Glafs, when
through the will and power of God, a
clean thing fhall be brought out of this
uncleannefs and black venenofity.

IWhen they be there, by little & little increafe
Their pains with heat age more and more,
The Fire from them let never ceafe,

And [ee that thy Furnace be furely apt there-
Whichwife men call aw Athanor :* ( fore,
Concerning beat required moft temperately,

By which thy Matter doth kindly putrefee.

NOW thy Bath will begin to be a little
more heated and ftirred up, to walh

this young King, which though noble,
15 yet conceived 1n a Stable 3 for at this
time thou haft the Sulphur of thy diffol-
- ved

i
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ved Body let loofe, which mixing with
the Sulphbur of the Water, doth acuate 1t
exceedingly 5 the one being a natural,
the other a Fire again(t Nature, both to-
gether make an unnatural Fire, burning
like to the Fire of Hell, comparable to
nothing but the Aleabefi.

Nor muft thou think that this increafe
of Fire confilts in the blowing of the
Coal, no verily, it is a more fubtle in-
ternal Fire that we have, and yet that
alfo muft be kept conftant, and in due
order.

For this caufe fee that thy Furnace be

trufty, elfe thou mayft and wilt fail 5 for
though the Fire of Coals do not effett
any thing, yet it excites, and the Water
though it be of a wonderfull nature, yet
it ats no farther then it is ftirred up,and
intermiffion in this Work when 1t 1s once
begun, will in the end prove fatal ex-
tinction. -

Therefore the Wife men have named
the Furnace in which they work their
Secrets, an Athanor, that is, Immortal,
fhewing that from the beginning to the
end the Fire muft not go out, for the
Y 3 €X~
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extinction of it deltroys the Work 3 and
as death includes all ficknefies, which are
{fteps to it, o an Immortal Furnace or
Athanor, muft not only preferve the Fire
from going out, but al(o from exorbi-
tancy either on one hand or other ; for
whatever {werves from the temperate
mean, hinders the kind operation of the
Matter, which is Putrefaction, by which
means the Work is notably retarded and
weakned, and by continuance of any ex-
tremity it will be deftroyed, but with its
due heat it doth putrefie kindly. *

Of this principle [peaketh [apient Guido,
And faith by rotting dyeth the Componnd
corporal, 2
And then after Morien and others s,
Up rifeth again regenerate, fimple and [bi-
ritual. ' i
And were not heat and ntoifture continnal,
Sperme in the Womb might have none abi-
ding,
Aud [othere foould no fruit thereof up fpring.

THis according to the intention of all
+ Philolophers, Guido, Turba, Arnal-

dus,
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dus, and others, but efpecially noble Zre-

-2 . yifan, whom I chiefly honours (0 Flam-

wel, Artephiys, Marien, and all Philofo-
phers teftifie thus much, namely, that the
heat muft be {o adequated to the Com-
pound, as that in it the Body, through
the Pontick virtue of the Water, may
have its Sulphsr let loofe, and [0 thefe
two Sulphury mixing together, may
bring the whole to rotting or Putre-
fation, |
" By which putridnefs a Ferment is en-
__gf.fndrpd, which as it doth volatize all
things naturally, {o it doth quicken this
grofs dead Body, in {o much that it
mounts aloft upon the Fire with the
Water, and rifeth a new glorious Body
mixed with the Water, {o that both be-
ing become one together, the Spirit bor-
rows from the Body permanency, and
the Body from the Spirit obtaineth pe-
netrativenefs, (o that both make one cce-
leftial and terreftrial Compound, named
the Regenerate Body and Stone of Pa-
radife incombuftible. All which s occa-
fioned by the continuance and not fail-
ing of heat, both inwardly and outward.

T4 ly
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ly, by which the moifture is circulated
and depurated, without which the (emi-
nal virtue would be extinc, which only
vegetates by heat and moifture.

And if once the {eminal virtue were
kill'd, the remaining Compound would
be no better then a. dead unprofitable
thing, which could never be recovered ;
fo that if either moilture or heat within,
or convenient heat without thould fail,
there is nothing to be expefted, but
according to the Poet, !

Cunitaruent, que nonnlla reparaveris Arté:

Therefore at the beginning our Stone tho
take, e
And bury each in other with 'their Graye,
Then equal between them a marriage make,
70 lig together fix weeks let thens bave.
Their Seed conceived, kindly nowrifh and
Lrom the ground of their Grave not rifinig
~ the while,
Which fecret point doth many one beguile.

~His then is the procefs of our Work 5
take at; the firlt our Stone, that is,
the
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the true Material principles * thereof,

+ >~ which are one in kind, and two in num-

ber : mix thefe together in a due pro-
portion, then fhalt thou fee as follows.
Firft, thy Feminine nature will {o em-
brace thy Mafculine, as to extraét from
him his Seed, that is, the moft digefted
virtue, {0 fhall the Body dye, and the
Water fhall intomb it.

The Water by Cohabitation fhall
contra& amity and friendfhip with the
Body, for it is nothing elfe but a Fe-
minine ‘Body of the fame Stock, which
when they are united and joyned, this
is called the Marriage of Gabritius with
Beya. : .
Then fhall the Vapours ceafe, and
all Exhalations fhall be withheld from
afcending or defcending during the
{pace of 40 days,. or 42 at moft, in
which time though thou (ee not the for-
mer Circulation, rejoyce, for now the
Body begins to retain his Soul in a black
colour.

Now the Queen hath conceived the
Kingly Seed, which muft be nourifhed
with gentle convenient Fire, till it wax

ftrong,
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ftrong, and become a puiffant trium-

is able to withf{tand.

Thou muft of neceffity then et them

have this prefixed time for their foli-
tude and retirement, in which time the
fixt and the vulat:le the cold and the
moift, the hot and ’the dry, do learn
to agree each with other, being recon-
ciled in this Head of the Crow, which
3s the converfion of Natures into a dif-
continuous Calx, ﬁnf:r then Atums of
the Sun.
- This Operatian as it is the Wyld and
Labyrinth of all who feek th1s Art in
vain, {0 it is the Capo di Bona Efperanza
to as. many as attain to the pertect fight
hereof ; for now moft of the difficulties
are paffed which they are like to mcet
-withall in this their Voyage to the Oyi-
ental Indies.

\
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b | "“This time of Conception with eafic beet

- abide, .

The blackpefs appearing foall tell thee when

#

they die,
For they together like liguid Pitch that tide
Shall fivell and bubble, fettle and putrefie 5
Shining colours therein thou fbalt efpy,
Like to the Rainbow, marvellous to [ight,
The Water then beginneth to dry upright.

THnu muft then be very carefull that
‘& thy over-heat do not now hinder
their Comjunétion, for now is the main
fear of burning thy Flowers, which thou
maylt eafily do, and make thefe Natures
become a half Red, or Orange colour, in-
{tead of the true Crows Bill.
. Whereas if thy external heat be fo
gentle, agnot to extinguifh motion, thou
{halt find that in this period thy Natures
{hall both of them die together, for one is
not killed, nor dieth without the other 5
which death in its approach thou fhalt
difcover by the appearing blacknefs.
And when once the Crow fhall begin
to thew it felf, know that thou fhalt (ee
- a
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a terrible day, for thou muft expe& to |
be in the heat of the fhore, and in the ‘}

ftorm of the inraged Sea, which now the
Winds are abated, aftera long and ftrong
blowing of them, doth arif@ in waves,
raging and taking on, and raifing the
filth from the very bottom, fo that all
becomes like to a troubled Glaf of Ink,
or melting boiling Pitch,

After this blackne(s, which fhall en-
dure for a long and tedious time, thou
fhalt fee various and glorious colouss to
fucceed, fich as thou never haft (een
for all the colours that the mind of Man
poflibly can imagine, fhall then prefent
themlelves to view, which fhall be an
evident token to thee, that the moift and
dark Dominion of the Woman doth now
begin to vanifh, and inftead thereof the
Man beginneth to rule, who firft dryeth
up the moifture of the Woman, with
which there will vanifh blacknefs, and
the changable colours, and after a]] {hall

be fixed in a (parkling dry white Powder,
which 15 the Stone of Paradife.

For
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Work, through the Co-operation of
. heat both internal and external, and the
t ¥ moifture of the Matter concurring, our
I | Body gives a blacknefs like unto Pitch,
| § which for the moft part happens in 4o,
/ ;: or at the moft in 50 days. .
1
|
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b r__r—l'-;?r :in maiﬁ Bodies heat w&rkiffg tenspe=
L rate, '
2 1 Eﬁgend;etb blackne(s first of all, which is
\ Of kindly Conjuniiion the token affignate,
>, % And of true putrefying 5 remember this,
| For then perfectly toalter thow canft not mifs.
} And thus by the Gate of blacknefs thow muft
h 8 come 112 . . - ,
- Tohe light of Paradife in whitenefs, if thon

wilt win.

|

] . |

) IN' the beginning therefore of our
y W

!

~ This colour dilcovers plainly that the
two Natures are united, and if they are
united, they will certainly operate one
upon another, and alter and change each
other from thing to thing, and from ftate
to ftate, until all come to one Nature and
fubftance Regenerate, which is a new
Heavenly Body.
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But before there can be this Rendgva-

tron; the Old man feceflarily muft be *~ ¥/

deftroyed, that. is, thy firft Body muft
rot and be corrupted, and lofe its form,
that it may have, it rep'aid;With a4 new
forni, which is a thoufand rimes more
noble. So then our Work is not a forced
and apparefit , but a natural and _radical
Operation, it which our, Natures are al-
tered perfectly, in' (o much that ¢he one
and the other having fully loft what the
were before, yet without change of kil_ld]:.
they become a third thing, Homogeneal
tatbbeithe former, | J'o™ L A i

Thus they who fow in'tears, fhall reap
in joys and he who goeth’ forth mour-.
ning, and carrying precious Seed, fhall
return’ with an’ abundance of increafe,
with their hands filled with fheaves, and
their mouths with the praifes of the Lord :.
thus the chofen or redeeméd of the Lord'
fhall return with Songs, and everlafting
Joy fhall'be upon their heads, and figh-
ing and (orrows fhall fly away.

For

| &
| 4

Lﬁi

(i

| Jf#l
Riy

1 i
o

%

dll
1§
Ot

be



Sir G. Ripley's fifth Gate. 339

" Yor firft the Susi'in bis uprifing obfcuate
Skall be, and pafs the Waters of Noah's
~ Floud, , |
O# Earth which were a bundred days con-

tinnate 7 %
And fifty, awayere all thefe Waters goed’
ng? ffl, our Waters, as Wife men Hi:de'l:
_ 00 ' :
Shall pafs, that thou with David may [ay,
Abicrunt in ficco flaminas bear this away.

o T~ T

: B =

) Emember then this Chyniical Maxim,
% namely, that a fad cloudy morning,
begins a fair day, and a chearfull noon-
tide 5 for our Work is properly to be
compared to a day, in which the morn-
ing is dark and cloudy, fo that the Sun,
appears not. |
After that, the Sky is over-clouded,,
and the Air cold with Northerly winds,,
and much Rain falls, which endures for
its fealon £ but after that, the Sun breaks
out, and fhines hotter and hotter, till all
become dry, and then at Noon-day not a
Cloud appearing, but all clear from one
end of the Heaven to the other.

But
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‘But our Waters may more fitly be

compared to Nozh’s Floud, or Deluge;=

then to a day-fhowr, by reafon of their
continuance ; for before our Waters fhall

all be overcome, and dried up by pre-

vailing ficcity, it will be about 5 months,
in. which time the Artift fhall be held in
conftant horrour, according as the Alle-
gory of Ariflews hathit;

. Sed ne peniteat faciem fuligine piﬂgi*, |

‘. Adferet hee Phabi nigra favilla jubar.

Wait patiently ,. for thou fhalt fee the
Day-{tar arifing with deliverance, and
thefe Waters fhall through the command
of the Almighty abate; Fupiter then fhall
rule, in whofe reign all things fhall be
reftored : for by conftant decoétion, thy
Body fhall have virtue to receive Tin-
Cture, and to retain it, and to increafe it,
by which it fhall be renewed, and fhall

by little and little digelt .all the mei-

{fture, which then (hall be unto it as nou-

rithment, Milk of Life, which we call Vir-

gins Milk.
Then fhalt thou have leilure to con-
template thefe wonders of the moft High,

which
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which if they do not ravifh and aftonith

~thee in the beholding of them, it is be-

caufe God hath not intended this Science
to thee in Mercy, but in Judgment, to
wit, that it fhould be unto thee a fnare
and trap, and a {tumbling-block at which
thou fhalt {tumble and fall, and never rife
again. Remember then when once thou
fhalt e the renewing of thefe Natures
that with humble heart and bended
knees thou praile and extoll, and mag-
nifie that gracious God, who hath been
nigh unto thee, and heard thee, and di-
reted thine Operations, enlightned th

Judgment; for certainly fle(h and bloud

- never taught thee this, but it was the

free gift of that God who giveth to whom
he pleafeth.

Soon after that Noah planted this Vineyard,
Which Royally flourifhed, and brought forth

Grapes anon,

After which [pace thon fhalt not be afeard:

NOW as the Earth when the Waters of
the Floud were abated, was as it
were renewed 5 even {o thy Earth is

Z made
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made new, and the Rain-bow is to thee

a fign that there (hall never again happﬂﬂ""-}b’
a

{uch another Deluge, as thou haft now
palled. Thy Earth then being renewed,
behold how 1t 1s decked with an admira-
ble green colour, which is then named
the Philofophers Vineyard.

‘This greennefs, after the perfet white-
nefs, is to thee a token that thy Matter
hath re-attained, through the will and
power of the Almighty, a new vegeta-
tive life : obferve then how this Philo(o-
phical Vine doth feem to flower, and to
bring forth tender green Clufters ; know
then that thou art now preparing for a
rich Vintage.

Thy Stone hathalready paffed through
many hazards, and yet the danger is not
quite over, although it be not great, for
thy former experience may now guide
thee, if rafh joy do not make thee mad.

Lorin like wife fhall follow ihe flourifbing of

our Stone.

¢ \Onfider now that thou art in procefs
to a new Work, and though in per-
fect
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fect whitenefs thy Stone was incombu-

& fiible, yet in continuing it on the Fire

without moving, it is now become ten-
der again; therefore though it be not in
fo great danger of Fire now as hereto-
fore, yet immoderacy now may and will
certainly fpoil all, and undo thy hopes:
Govern with prudence therefore during
the while that thefe colours fhall come
and go, and be not either over-hafty,
nor''defpondent, but wait the end with
patience, AN '

And foon that after thirty days are gone,

Thon fhalt have Grapes right as Riby red,’

Which is onr Adrop, onr Ufifur, and oup
red Lead,

FD{' in a fbort time thou fhale find, thae

this green will be overcome by the
Azure, and that by the pale wan colour,
which will at length come to a' Citrine,
which Citrine fhall endure for the (pace
of 46 days. : |
= "Fhen thall the heavetily Fire def¢end,
and illuminate the Earth with inconcei-
vable Glory s the Crown of thy Labours
213 Z2 {hall
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fhall be brought unto thee, when our

t

Sol thall fit in the South, fhining with™ N/ i

rednefs incomparable.

Thisis our Zyre, our Bafilisk, our red
Poppy of the Rock, our Adrop, our Ufi-
fur, our red Lead, our Lion devouring
all things: This is our true Light, our
Earth glorified 5 rejoyce now, for our
King hath paffed from death to life, and
now pofleffeth the Keys of both Death
and Hell, and over him nothing now
hath power.

For like as Sonls after pains tranfitory,

Be brought to Paradife where ever is joy=
ful life 5

8o [ball onr Stone afier bis darknefs in Tur-

Gatory,
Be purged and joyned in Elements with-

outen [trife.

S then it is with thofe who are Res
deemed, their Old man is crucified,

in which is forrow, anguifh, grief, heart-
breaking, and many tears; after that the
New man is reftored, and then is joy,
fhouting, clapping of hands, finging, a?]d
the
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the like, for the ranfomed of the Lord

Joy fhall be on their heads : even fo it
is after a fort in our Operations, for firft
of all our old Bodydyeth, rots, and is as
it were corrupted, yielding a moft loath-
fome ftink, and engendring fquallid and
filthy colours, and moft venomous exha-
lations, which is as it were the Purgatory
of this old Body, in which its corruption
is overcome by a long and gentle de-
coltion.

~ And when it once is purged, and
made clean and pure, then are the Ele-
ments joyned , and are of four contra-
ries made one perfec, perpetual, indil-
folvable unity ; fo that from henceforth
there is nothing but concord and amity
to be found in all our habitations,

Rejoyce the whitenefs and beanty of his
Wife. '

O'{,Ir Man then to fhew his fingular
love to his Wife, and to give an evi-
dent token that they will never fall ont
any more, is content to attain the firft

Z3 - degree
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degree of its perfection in her colours _
fo that the firft {table colour.of thy reno-
vate Body,after its Ecliplation in black-
nefs, is the (parkling white, which is a
lultre hardly imaginable.

And paﬁ frome darkunefs of Purgatory to

li

Of ?’amd{ﬁf in whitenefs Elixir of great
mig ht.

His 1s a noble ftep, from Hell to Hea-

ven ; from the bottom of the Grave,
to the top of Power and Glory 5 from
obfcurity 1 blacknefs, ‘to refplendent
whitenefs 5 from the height of veneno-
fity, to the height of Medicine. Oh Na-
ture | how doft thou alter things into
things, calting down the high and
mighty, and again exalting them being
bafe and lowly! OhDeath! how art
thou vanquithed when thy Prifoners are
taken from thee, and carried to a ftate
and place of Immortality ! This is the
Lords doing, and it is marvellous in
our eyes.
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2 And that thou mayft the rather to Putre=

faition,

Win this example, thoutake, 8c.

The beart of an Qak_which hath_of Water
continnal infufion

For though it in W ater lay an bundred years

and more, A

Yet fhonldeft thon find it found as ever it

was before.

Happy Gate of blacknefs, which art

the paffage to this fo glorious a

change! ftudy therefore, whoever ap-

plyeft thy felf to this Art, only to know

this Secret 5 for know this, and know all,

and contrarywife be ignorant of this, and
be ignorant of all.

Therefore if that poffible thou mayft
attain the depth of this Myftery, T fhall
endeavour to unfold it to thy capacity
by fimilitudes and examples.* -

Thou knowelt that if a folid piece of
Wood lie in water perpetually, 1t will
tire the patience of the moft patient ex-
pelter to fee it rot, for it will abide
many Generations, and in the end be as
Z 4 found
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i found as when it was firft laid in. Yea | }
1 fome contend, that in our days Pine-"\/ &
| - Il Trees are dug up in their intire propor- | /
a1l tion, which have been buried ever fince be
' ’ I the Floud, being found in fuch places in th
YR which no Hiftories ever mentioned that n
| il (ach Trees grew, and fo deep under || |
- | ground as it1s almoft incredible 5 which |
AR certainly have layn at lealt many hun- | ¢
- R dred years, and yet the Wood as found 0
- R as any other Tree of that fort, which || «
- R hath not been cut down above a year o t
o VI‘ two: fuch is the force of conftant Hume- || t
i faction, to prevent the ordinary corrup- ||
y | ] tion of Timber. il
a | !
" -‘:iEI But and thon keep it fometimes wet and a
| l | Jometimes dry,
| 1t As thow mayft fee in Timber, 4
| ] T And [o even likewife, &vc. 1
e Sometimes our Tree muft with the Sun be
':’.':15:'1; fq brent. y ]
| b AL :
Lh | Bllt contrarywife , Timber which is {
i Al kept wet fometimes, and dry {ome- (
| igl times, as ufually the foundations of Tim- |
I ber Houfes are, if not fecured by the -
AR Mafans
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Mafons Art, it would tire the Houfe-

- holders patience to fee how foon fuch

Timber will rot, and molder away, and
become fit for nothing ; which is a
thing (0 well known , that the expe-
rience of every Ruftick almoft can teach
it him: :

So refolve our Stone muft be ufed, if
thou intend to have it putrefie kindlys
our Wheel for Putrefattion muft go

round, in a conftant Elevation or Ex-

traftion of the Water or Humidity from
the Body, by which Operation our Man
the Sz 1s helped in his alting 5 and this
Water muft as conftantly return to the
Earth, to moilten it, by which the Wo-
man the Moo is helped in her acting.

And then with Water we muft it keel,
That foto rotting we may bring it weel.,

BEtween thefe two various Operations
which one and the fame Fire pro-
duceth, our Body is both heated and
cooled, his fweat 1s drawn forth and re-
turned upon him again, by the which
meanls it is triturated, ground, i‘nfmec:i,
an

i S -
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and made weak even unto death s anid |
dying, it rots-and putrefies, changing o g
colours from one into another, until at |
the length it becomes black as Ink or
Pitch, whichis our Toad, our Crow, our
Tomb filled with rottennefs, our Golgotha
or place of dead bones, our Zerrq foliata |
or Earth of Leaves. :

For now in wet, &ec.

20 be fhall canfeit foon toputrefie,

Aud [0 fhall thon bring to rotting thy Gold,

Intreat thy Bodies, &vc.

And in thy putrefying with beat be not too
Jwift,

Left in the Afbes thou feek after thy thriff.

Ur Operation then, (aith Morien, is
nothing elfe but extralting Water
from the Earth, and returning it again
upon the Earth, (o long and {o often till
the Earth putrefie 5 for by elevation of
the moifture the Body is heated and
dried, and by returning it again it is
cooled and moiltned, by the continua-
tion of which fucceflive Operations, it
is broughe to corrupt and rot, to lofe
1ts
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'»d _its form, and for a' feafon to remain

as dead.

- This is the true intention and manner
of our working, and there is no other
manner of working that can be invented,
that can give thee the effect of this our
Operation 5 for this is the true way and
means by which thy Body of Gold will
be deftroyed, and no other way profita-
ble for our Art: Proceed therefore as
I have direted thee, and (Wwerve not
either to the right hand or to the left,
Take this Body which I have {hewed
thee, and joyn it with the Spirit which is
proper to it, which the Wife men have
called their Venus, or Goddefs of Love,
and circulate thefe two Natures one upon
the other, until the one have conceived
by the other.

But beware you urge not the Spirit
too much, but remember that he is a
volatile fubftance, and if he be over-
provoked, he will certainly break the
Veflel, and fly, and leave thee the ruines
of thy Glafs for a recompence of thy
over-{peedy’ rafhnefs 5 which truft me
will make thee fetcha deep Philﬂf'uphi-i
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362  An Expofition upon -

cal figh, and fay when it is toe late, |
would I had been content to wait Na- f

tures time. -Let the Fire then be fuch in
which thy Spirit may be fo ftirred up, as
to return to its Body in the Glafs, and
not {oirritated as to break the Veflel, and
return to the Afhes or Sand of the Neft,
or ftick about the fides of the Cover of
your Neft, or elfe fly about in the Room
wherein the Artift 1s, and lodge in his
Head, and {o make it far more uncon-
ftant then it was before, by adding to his
rafh giddinefs a Paralytical fhaking.

Therefore the Water ont of the Earth thon
dramw,

And make the Soul therewith for to afcend,

Then down again into the Earth it throw,

That they oft-times fo afcend and defcend.

I)Roceed therefore not as a Fool, but
as a Wile man; make the Water of
thy Compound to arife and circulate, (o
long and often until the Soul, that is to
fay, the moft {ubtle virtue of the Body,
arife with it, circulating with the Spirit
in manner of a fiery form, by which bn}tlh
the
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the Spirit and Body are enforced to

'+ ~change their colour and complexion: for

it is this Soul of the diffolved Bodies,
which is the fubject of Wonders; it is

thelift, and therefore quickens the dead 5 .

it is the Vegetative Soul, and therefore

it makes the dead and fealed Bodies,

which in their own Nature are barren,
to fruttifie exceedingly.

Therefore if this return unto the Earth
from which it firft took its flight, it will
make it for to fructifie, and to increafe
in Tin&ure, and in the Earth it felf will
multiply as a grain of Wheat doth in
the ground.

Be fure then that fo faft as thou makef(t
thy afcenfon, fo faft alfo thy defenfion
be 5 this is agreeable both to Nature, and
the intent of all Philofophers, efpecially
Trevifan in his Chymical Miracle 5 Ax-
thors, (aith he, differ efpecially in the dock-
ments of the Fire, but in this all agree, that
the wolatile afcend not higher-then it may
return. 'This is the true temperament of
the Fire.

From

S S
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Lvom violent heat and (udder cold deferd T\ T
Lhy Glafs, and sake thy Fire [o temperate, 10
That by the fides the Matter be not vitri-

Lk

ﬁa‘ate. - El

1

’I‘Ake diligent heed thenthat thou exs 4| fi

*~ ceed not this meafure, efpecially by

have a care that your Furnace be not apt be

to exceed ,. but that you may govern it i
at your pleafure, without uncertain in-

crealing or flacking of hear, but that | 4

your Fire be ¢qual and continuallyvas | M

porous and boyling, for fuch a degree is B

altogether agreeable to the intentionof || 0O
Nafure. | :

¢ Whereas,if thou be too hafty, with 7l
Vaslean thou art always fubject to errours

for even thenwhen adiférect Work-mari Fu
is palt fear, I mean in the fourth Opera= || &
tior, in which the Elements are fixed

and incerated; a halty vafhyVilcanift thall

make his:Medicines to grow. hard at the II
fulk, and with a: ftrongetrand ¢ontinudee

degree of heat, to melt into a vitrificate thi
(ubftance , without any hope of future M
profit, i

Now
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Now then that Vitrification is an er-
'rour which is incident in the laft Opera-
tion, as burning of the Flowers is in the
firft Operation 5 for if in Calcination the
Fire be too violent, inltead of black thou
fhalt have a Citrige, or half red unpro-
fitable Calx : (o in the fourth Operation,
by too violent Fire thy Elixir will melt
being vitrified, inftead of a natural flow-
ing or Inceration.

And be thonwife in chooffng of the Matter
Meddle with #o Salts, e‘ﬁ»f ?
But whatfoever any Worker to thee chatter,

Our Sulpbur and onr Mercury been only in
Metals, -

IWhich Oyls and Waters forne men thems
calls,

Famf: and Birds, évc.

Becanfe that Fools fhould never know our
Stone. | .

F thou haftattended well to what hath
been told thee in thefe five Gates,
thou art fecure 5 make fure of thy true
-Matter, which is no fmall thing to know,
and though we have named i, yelt; we
ave




366 An Expofition npok
have done it (o cunningly, that if thou J
wile be heedlefs, thou mayft fooner {tum<*=
ble at our Books, then at any thou ever
didft read in thy life.

Meddle with nothing out of kind,
whether Salts | or Sulphur, or whatever
is of the like Impofition 5 and whatever bi
is Alien from the perfeét Metals, is re-
probate in our Maftery. Be not decei-
ved either with Receipt or Difcourfe,
for we verily do not intend to deceive Jel
you, but if you will be deceived, be bu:
deceived. I

Our principal know that it is but one, S
and that is in Metals; even thofe Metals ¢l
which you may buy commonly, to wit, 15
the perfettelt of them : but before you L
can command it out of them, you muft It
be a Mafter, and not a Scholar, namely as ar
it is wilely (aid in Norton 5 1
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To know to destroy their whole Compofition,
That fone of their Components nray belp in

conclnfion. %
But truft me this is net for a 7yro, nor pla
for every one of us, unlefs he have the mo

Secret from his own {tudies, and :Lnt
y
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Sir G, RipIE}"Jﬁﬁb Gate. 367
by Tradition from a Mafter or Guide.

~Know then that this fore-recited way

1s true, but involved with a thoufand
broileries. |

But our way which is an eafie way,
and in which no man may erre,; our
broad way, our Linear way, we have
vowed - never to reveal- it but in Meta-
phors 5 1 being moved with pity, will
hint it to you. Take that which is not

yet perfect, nor yet wholly imperfect,

butin a way to perfeGion, and out of
it, make what is moft noble and moft per-
fect : This you may conceive to be an
eafier, Receipt, then to take that which
1s already. perfect, and extradt out of it
what is imperfe&, and then:make it per=
fedt, and after out of that perfedtion to
draw a plufguan perfetion : and yet this
is true; and we have wrought it. And
becaulfe 1t is an immenfe Labour for any
to undertake, we defcribe that way 3 but
this laft difcovery which I hinted in fow

words, is 1t which no man ever did (o

plainly lay open, normay any make it
more plain, upon pain of an Anathema.

Aa For
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For of this Werld our ‘Stone is called the """\,I

Cement,
Il hich w1oved by craft as Nature doth re-
qHuire,
In bis increafe fhall be full opulent,
And mnltiply bis kind after thy own defire
Therefore if God vouchfafe thee to infpire,
Like unto thee in Riches fhall be but fews
OLIL' Stone it is the Reprefentative of
the great World, and hath the Vir-
tues of that great Fabrick, comprifed or
colleCted in this little Syftem in it is the
virtue Magnetical, attractive of its like
in the whole’ World : it is the Ceeleftial
Virtue, expounded univerfally in the
whole Creation, but Epitomized in this
{mall Map or Abridgment.

This Virtue or Power isin it felf bar-
ren, [luggifh, dead and unactive, and for
this caufe it remaineth without fruit 3
but being loofed by Art, it doth through
the co-operation of Nature, produce that
Areanum which hath not its like in the
whole World 3 for it doth heal the im-
perfections of all Creatures and Metals,

taking
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taking away their ficknefs, and reftoring

- them to perfect health.
The reward which this Maftery will
bring to the Artift, is indeed ineftimable 5
for having it, he needs want no worldly

. blefling, for wealth he need take no care,

and from all frailties of Body he hath a
moft fure Antidote.

Pray then to God, that he would be
propitious unto your {tudies and labours,
in giving thee the true knowledge of
this fecret Myftery 5 it is the gift of God,
T'have holpen thee what I can, but ven-

‘ture not to practife barely upon my

words, for know that what I have only
hinted, is far more then what I have dif=
covered 3 and what I have declared to
thy firlt apprehenfion moft openly, hath
yet its lurking Serpent under the green
Grafs, I mean fome hidden thing which
thou oughteft to underftand, which thou
being Cock-fure at firft blufh wilt neg-
ke 5 but yet it will bite thee by the heel
when thou approacheft to practice, and
make thee begin again, and it may be at
laft throw away all as a man defperate :
for know that this isan Art very Cabali-

Aa3a ftical,
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ftical, and we do ftudy expreflions fuch

as we know will fmt almoft with an ye- N

mans fancy, in one place or other 5 but
be fure to take this Maxim from one who
knows beft the fence of what he hath
WItens
“there be molt circumipedt; for we donot
¢o about to betray- the Secrets of Na-
wure 5 €lpecially then in thofe places
which (eem to give Receipts (o plain as
you,wouldidefire, fufpedt either a Me-
taphor ) or-elfe be fure that fomething
or -cther, is fuppreft , which thou wilt
l:udh' without Infpiration ever find of
thy (¢If, which in tryal will make all
thy confident knowledge vanifh'; yet
to a Son of Art, we have written that
which never heretofore was by any-re-
vealed. :

Where we fpeak molt plainly, -

e
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NOwﬁw aclofe of this moft fecret Gate,

W hereat few enter, none but they who
are
B] Gods grace favoyrd s ils not luck ne
fate
That in diﬁ"‘?ﬁ"’}g this can claim a [hare :

It is a portion 1 ich is very rarve,

Beftow'd on thofe whowm the woft Figh Jhall

chufe,
70 fuch the Truth T freely fhall declare,
Nor ought through I nvy to then [hall refufe,
Nor with unwonted Riddles fhali their hopes
abufe.

Of unconth fibjeits now fhall be my Song,
My mind intends high ITonders to revial,
Which bave lain hidden heretofore full long,
Each Artist [triving them bow to conceal,
Left wretched Caitiffs fhonld thefe Treafires
eal :

NorVillains fhould theirVillanies maintain
By this rare Artywhich danger they to beal,

- Iz horrid Metapbors veil'd an Art most

plain, '
Left each Fool knowing it , Shonld it e
. known difdaiz.

Aa3 - Res
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Remember Man how he produced was,
How formed from a lump of abject Clay,
Frone whence Created s be each thing doth

afs,

Whieb next to Angels ever faw the day :
For God in him ixfus'd fo bright a Ray
Of bis own Tmage, which the Body joyn'd

9o it, ennobled [o that both ponrtray

Their Maker, as though Heaven with Earth

combin’d

A litile Syftem of the Univerfe 1o find.

But yet though be of Soul and Body both
Was weade, and of the two the nobler part
The Soul by far, which for the woft part

doth

The fubject nominate 5 yet that fame Art

That nade [0 rare a picce, doth from the

part

Lefs noble #ame the whole, Adam, or Daft,
IWherein a MyStery was conch'd, whofe

beart

Of life the Centres to Earth's bowels must
Retprn, the Earth it [elf for Man's fake

being curs'd.

Right
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Right fo our Stone containeth Natures two,

One hidden, fubtle Soul, Heavens Pro-
geny,

- The other grofs, compait, terrene «lfo,

Earth's produit muft to Earth by deftiny;

Which when refolv’'d is made a feculeney

To [ight, bus the Celeftial part is [hill

( Though over-clonded ) woft pure in-
wardly,

And [ball at laft moft Pearlie drops diftill,

Which fhall the barren Earth with fruit in

plenty fill.

Thus all onr Secrets from the Earthdo flow,

“Tis Earth which for our Bafe at firft we
take, :

Our Water alfo unto Earth nnit go,

And both together muft.a Limus make,

IV hichwe with refpite by onr Art muft bake,

Till all become a Spirit glorifyd,

Whofe firmnefs wafting , tirze fhall never
Jhake 3 '

By perfect union th’ are fo furely ty'd,

Each Element the other three within it felf
“doth hide.

Aa 4 Take
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?'kﬁc then that ri'l.f.!;g which Gold we P!cfgﬁ; ol |
to call, o
But ’tis not Gold, yet Gold it is in truths /
Metalline 'tis, yet from a Mineral -
"It flows, which Art by Nature holp re-
new’th, i
And to a Fool an ugly face it fheweth s EJ
I
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Jet to a Sen of Art it lovely feems,

"Tis Stellar white, and tender in bis youth,

And vile appears in many mens eSteems,

Tea the most part of men it for a triffe 4| [
deems.

Fron it is made a (ubjed. of great price,
Shew it the Goldfinith and he'l fwear tis
Gold ; |

Fut lock you fell it not, if you be wife,

The Pafis tis of Secrets manifold,

This for their fecret praintht Sages hold :

The like is in Gold digged from the
Mine,

Lut to procure it is [carce to be told, |

That you vray underftand, though every line |

Were plainly wrote, yet nright your praifice
oft decline.

o o,
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For tis a Labour hardly to be borne,

So many tricks and turnings in it be,

And be that tryeth it is furcly for-
Jorse,

Unlefs a erafty Master, credit me 5

For T have tryed both, yet conld not fee

Elow any in this way can be fecure :

1 therefore who have vowed fecrecy

Fave writ this way, which we can [carce
endure

For knowledge-[ake to try, its eafe will none
allure.

Our Kingly road I alfo hinted have, _

Our way in which a Fool can Eldrd{y Errén

Our fecret way, which much fad toyl will
Jave,

Which is fo eafie, that T may averr,

Tf thon fhonldst [ee it, thon wonldst it pre-

ery

T0 any Earthly pleafure 5 yet beware

That you wiftake not, for I do averr,

" A mingled Dobrine thefe lines do declare,

For both ways in'this Book of rine do claine
a fhare.

Learn
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376 An Expofition upon

Learn to diftinguifh every fentence well,
And know towhat Work it doth appertain 5
Thisis great skill, which few as I cantell
By all their reading yet could ere attain,
And yet of Theory this is the main :

Alfo to know accordingly to give

Due heat , which in one way thon muft be

fain

T increafe ten-fold, thon mayft me well
believe,

For what doth one decolt, ¢ other away will
drive.

Alfo their Operations different

Appear, the one thou renft [ublime and boyl,

O tedions way ! inwhich much timeis [pent,

And many errours, which the Work will
oyl :

The ff.‘!l'i’?' [filently doth make no toyl,

Like the (}ill voice which to Eliah camse,

About whichWerk thou needeft not to broyl,

Nor wantft thou Fiery Vulcan's parching
anme,

A ffr more gentle heat begins and ends

this Game.
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Bt if thou canft each Work perforn apart,
And knowst them aftermardto recorcile,
Then art thow Maiker of a Princely A,
The very fucce s will thy hopes begnile 5
Tbm} baft all Natures Works rankt on 4
7le, -
And all ber Treafures at command doft

keep,
On thee the Fates [hall never dare bt
[mile,

No Myftery is now for thee too deep,
Th art Natures Darling, whether thon dof?

wake or fleep.
Pardon my plainnefc, if the Art thon

_ knowft, :
"Twas the fruit of my untame defire

To profis many s and witheut a boaft,
No man above my Candowr fball afpire

My zeal was kindled with Minerva's I'4ére,

. And thouwhe to this Art wilt now apply,

My Boeok in Natures way [hall lead thee
higher, |

Then ever thou alone mayst hope 1o fiy,

If enly thou fhalt favour'd be by Deftizy.

Perufe




378  An Expofition, coe. |

Perufe thefe lines, and being read, veview

And read again, and on thew meditate,

Each reading fhall frefh Myfteries and new

Difcover, which are Jeatter'd in each Gate

For they [0 linked are, that all relate

Zo each, and we onr words bave woves Jo,

That thou mayi# foon erre by mifleading
Fate, '

Unlefs for to distinguifb thou do know

Remember that mong it Briars thick , fweet
Rofes grow.

A N
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381
The Sixth Gate Opened,

Which is

CONGELATION.

Congelation, &c.

It s of [oft things in duration of colowr
white, &c.

How to caﬂgu! he needeth not much to care
for Elements :

" But Congelations be madein divers wife of
Sparats, &e,

Of Salts diffolved, &c. and then congeal d

And  fome diffolueth ca#g&::fnzg mann-
ally, &c.

Bﬂtﬁmﬁ congealing is not,&c.

HA‘Umg largely run through the
firft five Gates, in which is all the
difficulty, pre-fuppofing now that
you have pafied the thades of the Night,
and are now come to the approaching of
the Day, whofe dawning is to be feen
{oon after the darknefs of the ngh;
an
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and is difcovered by variety of gay
Clouds, which run before the Sun in its
up-rifing. , _

The firft remarkable’ way mark that
you are to meet with, is the whitenefs of
the Compound, for the'Peacocks tail
though with its gaynefs it refrefheth and
delights the beholder, yet thofecolours
are but tranfient 5 but the white 1s a {ta-
ble colour, and it 1s thy firft Harve(}, in
which the moifture is"vanquifhed ,, and
volatile Natures are fixed.. |

The Work as it is. the, long-wifhed

Haven, {o it is performed  without .any.

help of the Artift, any more then to con-
tinue a due degreesof outward heats
for know:that thou haft not (o great a
defire after this fight, but Nature hath as
great an appetite to qbtain it, for it is
the end of all her formet Operations,
from the attaining ;whereof thou -canft
not hinder her, if the.external heat be
continued as it ought., _

Yet about this the whole company of
Alchymifts do mightily bufie themf(elves,
who have nothing more in their hopes
then to make our great Elixir; do main-
ly
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Sir G; Ripley’s ﬁx:h Gate. 383
ly labour after Congelation, though in
their Solution,in which the Key of our
Coagulation refteth, they dre as {tupid
as Blocks.' ¥ il i

Some diffolve Metals with'Corrofives,
others Salts, and afterwards filter them,
which they think graduatesthem, with
which trumpery they intend ‘no léf; a
Coagulaté; then the true permanent Tin-
Cture: butalas they are deceived, for they
work not upon the right Matter, ,

Others although they happen to ftum-
ble in part upon the right Matter, yet
herein they erre, that they underftand
our Operations prepofteroufly, and in-
terpret our meaning contrary to our true
mtent; for all that they dream of, is fuch
Operations which are to be petformed by
hand : thus they diffolve and congeal,
but ftumble i operandi modo. :

For our Congelation is no {uch thing
as this, butin every point it is contrary
to 1t5 for in our Operation Nature only
works, who therefore doth bring forth
a true, and not a Sophiftical Operation.

Bb Ons
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Our Congelation dreadeth not the Fire,

For it muft ever in it ftand unituous ;

And it is alfo 2 Tincinre [o bounteous,

Which in the Air, &c.

Moreover eongeal not, &c.

But that like Wax it will melt anon with-
outen blaft,

For fuch congealing accordeth wot, eve.

Which Congelation availeth us not.

An Expaﬁriau upon

FOr as 1n our Solution we do not make

our Gold volatile as to thew, as Fools
may do, but actually it is made fugitive,
fo as that by no Art of man it can ever
be fixt\again, but only by that Nature
which madeit yolatile 5 {o alfo our Fixa-
tion doth make our flying Spirits fo Fire-
abiding, that they by no Art of man
can ever be burnt away, yet it will flow
like Wax.

Nor is it fixed in manner of flying
Spirits in Vegetables, which are fixed by
burning into an Aleali, for it will never
relent neither in the Air nor Wa ter, like
to a congealed Salt.

.. Nor yet is our Congelation a formal
Tran(-
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Tran(mutation of a thing by another (=
minal virtue, for then it would become
of a Stony, Flinty, or Adamantine na-
ture 3 but by its own internal virtue, the
Mercyry 18 changed into Sulpbur incom-
buftible, yet fo as that the Mercuriality
retains fome of its qualities in a very no-
ble remarkable way, furnithing the Com-
pound with a fufible un&tuofity, when at
the fame time the Sulphur retains that
fluxibility with a moft noble incombu-
fibilicy. :

So then take this for the Touch-{tone
of all thy Alchymical endeavours, if ever
thou intend any thing commendable in
our Art 3 fee that thy Medicine be of an
eafie fufion, (o that when it i5 caft on a
plate of Metal heated, it may enter it,
and flow on it like Wax or melted Pitch 5
yea let the flux be (o eafie, that it may
flow upon Mercury, and enter it before
its flight, otherwi(e brag not of thy skill,
for thou art yet in a way of Sophiftry,
out of which thou fhalt never efcape,
without a more then ordinary provis
dence of God.

Bb 2 If
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If thou tkerefore lift to do weel,

S8ith the Medicine fball never elfe flow
kindy,

Neither congeal without thou firft it putrefie,

Firft purge, then fix the Elements of onr |

Stone,

Tzl they together congeal and flow anon.

Hat thou therefore mayft be fure of
thy Work, and not repent thy coft
and pains, as many do when it istoo late,
take my counfel, and know that thy

Medicine never can nor {hall Aow asit

ought, except thy Solution be Philofo-
hical.

Know then that our Solution is not an
ordinary vulgar diflolving of Bodies,
either by Corrofives, or any other way 3
but our true diflolving is nothing elfe

then putrefying, that is, a deftroying of |

the Compaéiion wholly with a preferva-
tion of the Species. This Operation be
{ure to mike before thou dream of Con-
gelation, for then thy Spirits will natu-
rally fix and flow together, congealing
and relenting (o long until they come to
a
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a perfect Powder impalpable, which then
hath ingrefs into all Metals, penetrating
their very profundity, and altering them

| radically.
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For when the Matter is made perfeétly white,

Then, &rc.

But of fuch time thow mayft have long re-
tte,

Ere'@t congeal, &c.

And after into grains red as blond,

Richer, ¢ve.

SO then our Congelation is nothing
elfe but the whitening of the Bodies,
of which the Philofopher fpeaketh, when
he (aith, Whiten thy Body, and burn thy
Books, left onr hearts be broken. |

This 1s the Haven at which after many
a nights watching, and days labour, thou
mayft with Gods blefling hope at length
to arrive 3 but in the mean fealon be
patient, and expect the Harveflt in its
{cafon,

Firft thou fhalt have thy Body white-
ned, and all become a white living Wa-
ter, which being moved on the Fire con-

’ Bb3 tinually,




388 . An Expofition npon
tinually, will turn firft into greater, and
after that into fmaller grains, ¢ill al] a¢

length become a Calx of an exquifite

finenefs, and tran(cendent brightnefs,
. which is our Lilly Candent, which in the
end of thy Operations by eontinual de-
cottion will be turned into a purple red-
nels, which 1s our wonderfial Secret.

The Earthly grofenefs therefore Jo¥SE wiorti-
fied in thoifture, &or.

T his principle may not be denied, &re.

Which had, of whitencf thon mayft not
w5, @rcl _

And if; &e.

He' caufe of all theéfe ftrange altera-
~- tions in one Glafs, on one fubjeét,
with one decoction, without Jaying on
of harids, is from the internal di(pofition
of the Compound, which at the firft is
grofs and Earthy, therefore in deco®ion
it bécomes very black, it being the na-
ture of all moift groG things, by the Fire
to acquire fuct a colour.  And this s ac-
cording fo the inténtion of all Philofo-
phers; that although thou feekeft Whitz

an

il
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and red, yet thou muft at firft make
; black, before thou canft make white pro-
it § fitably. 7 6

5, But when once thy Matter is become
¢ truly black, rejoyce, for this death of
td  the Body will be the quickning of the
'd‘ Spirit, and then both Soul and Body will
unite into a petfe& whitenefs, which 1s
our Kingly Diadem. i

The end of the fixth Gate.
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Reader,
IT:‘; an Arguiment of a noble and gene-

rous Soul, 1o be freely commnnicative
Jor the benefit of Mankind, and moft
like to God himfelf, to be univerfally kind
20 all 5 nay the very Heathen not only ac-
counted thofe men as Gods, who comemuni-

cated their. Tuventions for_the benefit of

their Generation, and the good of Mankind
en general, but were worfhipped as fuch by
the fucceeding Generations, until Shilo
came : Of this Spirit was our Author, who

# See the Caralogue Wrote many Books of this
of them in this Book, Lfﬂéjﬂ& a, that -‘:’}’ the va-

at the end of the Ex- .
pofition upon the E- TIEU; é‘f 77 4 Ffﬂ; gl H.Hfd
pittle to K. Edward, Infinuating hints, the dili-

Pag: 47. Zent Searchers might find

ont

o . P T



oup this- Art as well-as bimfelf s And of
shis Spirit (1 hope) thon art, Gentle Rea~
der, that if Providence bave caft into thy
bands the Expofition upon the laft Six
Gates, which our Author wrote, as bimfelf
confe[feth ®, or any other of hbis p 1o his Pre-
Writings , 1 bope thou wilt not face tothele

degenerate fo far from a Good ety
man, and from the mind of the Authoy
bim felf; as to conceal thofe Treafures i;}rf-
vate, which be [o freely wrote, and by Tran-
feripts difperfed , with leave to communi-
cate thent for the good of all. Which if you
fhall pleafe to perforne, you will thereby very
wuch oblige this Generation of Philofo
phers, (u;%a jﬂ&&m this ﬁ?ﬁc}f’: Pieces
or the learnedft, freeft, and [mootheft [tyle,
.{;itbmt aﬁ’é&ﬁiaﬁ, fnd the Pldfﬂ&f-g;{ibdﬁ
was ever yet wrote 5 who thirfted as it were
for a larger manifeftation of this Secret,
yet durft not give a plain Receipt, for fear
of doing more evil than good thereby )
and not only this Generation, bt Poflerity
will be infinitely beholden to you, that by
gour means thefe worthy Writings way be
banded down to them. And if you fhall
likewifé be pleafed to fend any of tb;i.rbﬁﬂ-
thor s
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thor's Pieces, either mentioned oy 1ot men-
tioned in the Catalogue, to the Pelican: ix
Little-Britain, London, yon. fhall receive
the grateful acknowledgment of

Your humble Servane,

W.C. B,

EXPE-
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FOR THE
PREPARATION

OF THE"
Sophick Mercury,

By Luna, and the Antimonial-
Stellate-Regulus of Mars,

FOR THE
- ‘Philofophers Stone.

Written by Eirewews FPhilalethes, an
Englifhman, and a Cofmopolite.
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EXPERIMENTS

for the Preparation of the Sophick
Mercury , by Luna and the Anti-
monial-Stellate-Regulus of Mars,
for the Philofophers Stone.

1. The fecret of the Philofophick Arfnick.

and of the Magnetical Body two
parts, I prepared them together by
a ftrong Fire, and in the firft fulion there
was made about eight ounces of the true

Ar[nick.

I Took one part of the Fiery Dragon,

2. The fecret of preparing the Mercury
with his Arfhick, for the fepara-
ting its Feces.

Did take one part of the beft Arfick,
and I made a Marriage with two parts
of the Virgin Diana mto one Body 5 1

ground it very fine, and with this Fhave

prepared my Mereury, working them all
together




2 Experiments for the Preparation

together in heat, until that they were
moft exquifitely incorporated : then I
purged it with the Salt of Urine, that
the Fxces did 'feparate, which I put
away.

3. Zhe Furification of the Sophick
Mercury.

.TH& Mereury thus prépared, is yet in-

feCted with an external uncleannefs,
wherefore diftill it three or four times
in its proper Alembick, with its Steel
Cucurbit , then wafth it with the Sale of
Lrine, until that it be clear and bright,

and in its motion leaves: no tayl be-
hind it.

4 Another moft excellent Furgation.

Tﬁke of decrepit Salt, and of the Sco-
ria of Mars, of each ten ounces, of
prepared Mercury one ounce and an half,
grind the Salt and the Scorigs very fine
together, in a Marble Mortar 5 then put
in the Mercury, and grind it with Vine-
gar, {0 long until no more of the Mercury
appears:




-~ of the Sophick Mercury:
appears : put it into a Glals Body, and
diftill it by Sand in a Glafi Alembick,
until all the Mercury be aftended, pure,
clear, and fplendidly bright; reiterate
this three times, and you will have the
Mercury excellently well prepared for the
Magiltery: :

5. The fecret of the juft Preparation o
the Sophick Mercury. 4

EVery fingle preparation of the Mer-

cury with its Arfnick is one Eagle,
the Feathers of the Eagle being purged
from their Crow-like blacknefs, make it
to fly the feventh flight, and it is prepa-
red even until the tenth flight.

6. The fecret of the Sophick Mercury.

I Have taken the proper quantity of the

Mercury, and I mixed it with its true
Ar[nick, to wit, about four ounces of
Mercury, and I made a thin commixed
confiltence s T purged it after a due man-
ner, and I diftilled it, and T had a pure
Body of Lune, whence I knew thatI had
rightly
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rightly prepared it : afterwards I added
to its weight of Arfrick, and I increafed
its former weight of Mercury,in {o much
that the Meréniry might prevail to a thin
flux, and fo I purged it, to the wafting
of the blacknes almoft to a Lunary
whitene(s: then I took half an ounce of
the Arfnick of which I made a due Mar-
riage, I added it to this betrothed Mer-
cury, and there was made a temperature
like Potters Loam, but a little thinner 3
I purged it again, after a due manner;
the Purgation was laborious, and a long
time : I made it with the Salt of Urine,
which I have found to be the beft in

this Work.
7. HAnother ‘ngzzﬁmé, but yet bétter.

Have found out a better way of pur-

ging it, with Vinegar and pure Sea-
Salt, (o that in the {pace of half a day I
can prepare one Eagle: I made the firft
Eagle to fly, and Diana i left, with a
lictle Tincture of Brafss 1 began the fe-
cond Eagle by removing the fuperflui-

ties, and then I made it fly; and again
the

4 Expeviments for the Preparation .
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of the Sophick Mercu tyees. B

the Doves of Diana are left, with the
Tincture of Brafs; I conjoyned the third
Eagle, and I purged the fuperfluities, by
removing them, evento a whitene(s. then
I made it fly, and there was left a great
part of Brafs, with the Doves of 7., 3
then I made it fly twice byit felf to the
whole extrattion of all the Body; then
I joyned the fourth Eagle, by adding
more and more of its own humour by
degrees, and there wasmade a very tem-
perate confiltence, in which there was
no Hydreps, ( or fuperfluous moifture )
as there was in the three former Eagles.

8. I have found the best mf'y.afprep‘z-
ring the Sophick Mercury, viz,
Juch as follows.

’I‘Hg Amalgamated Mafs, efpoufed or
joyned very intimately by a due
Marriage, I put into a Crucible, and into
a Furnace of Sand for half an hour, but
{o that it might not fublime ; then I take
it out, and {trongly grind it 5 then I put
it again in a Crucible, and in the Fur.
nace, and after a quarter of an hour or
Cc there-




6 Experiments for the Preparation

thereabouts, I grind it again, and I make
the Mortar hot, by this means the Zmal-
gama begins to be clean, and to caft forth
a great deal of Powder : then I put it in
the Crucible again, and to the Fire as be-
fore, for a convenient time, {0 that it be
not {ublimed, otherwife the greater the
Fire 1s, the better it is3 {0 cofitinually
putting it ‘in the Fire, and continually
grinding it, till almoft all the Powdér
doth wholly'difappear, then T wafh it
and the Faeces are eafily caft out; and the
Amalgama becomes intire without any
Heterogeneity 5 then I wathit with Salt,
and again do heat it and grind it : this
I repeat to the full cleanfing it from-all
manner of Faces. '

0. A tﬁreeﬁ!d tryal gffbe. goodnefs of
the ‘Prepared Mercury. '

Ake thy Mereury prepared with its

Arfnick of [even, eight, nine or ten
‘Eagles, put it into a Phial, and thou (halt
lute it with the Zutum [apientiz : place
it in 2 Furnace of Sand, and let it {tand
.in an heat of Sublimation, {0 that it may,
afcend
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A Catalogue of cevtain Books; Printed and
#obe fold by William Coopet at the Pel-
lican j» Little-Britain, London.

Pencers View of the ftate of Irelind, fol.
Scberi Index in omnia Opera Homert, Grazce 4,

" Warews de Scriptoribus Hibernie duobus lib. po. \

Ufferii Hift, Gottefchalchi de Predeftinatione, 4o

w— Ejuld. Sylloge Vet. Epiftolarum Hibernicar. 4o,

Seldeni de Synedriis, liber primits & terting, 4,.

Ferrarii Euclides Phyficas comtra Papif. 4.

Democritus Revivifcens & de' Manna, 120

Sanéia-Clara de Deo, Natura & Gratia, 8o,

Frommenii Synopfis Metaphyfica, 12,.

?Uﬂﬁnﬁi Lexici Chymici, ltber [ecundus, So.

French Grammar for Reformation of the French
Tongue, 8°.

A Caveat for the Proteftant Clergy, 8°,

The Englifb Rogue, a Romance in 4 Parts, 8e,

Facob Bebmen's Aurora, the Root or Mother of
Philofophy, 40

Smithei Difticha Regum Awglie, in uno folio,

Strada’s Mufical Duel, or Natural and Artificial
Mufick, 4°.

Rich. Brathwait Regicidinm Tragicomeedia,$°.

A Vindication of the Do&rine of the ftate of
Souls departed, 8°.

Lufts Dominion ,’or the Lafcivious Queen, a
Tragedy, 120

Cowell’s Interpreter of the Laws of Englaid, 4o,

Paracelfus his Archidoxes with the 10 Book,8o,

— his Aurora and Trealure of Philofophers, Es["jh
-




The Philofophical Epitaph,with its Expla-
narion,

Helvetius his Miracle of Nature, in a Tranf
mutation of Lead to Gold, |

Glanber’s way to get Gold out of Stones, ¥ 8o
Sand, érc. |

[¢hior the three Principles or Originals of
all things,

A Catalogue of Chymical Books,in 3 Parts, )

Simpfon's Philofophical Difcourfe of Fermenta-
tion, with his Djfcourfe of the Sulphur Bath
at Kuarsbrough, S,

~— his Efflay towards the Cure of the New
Fevers, with his Ahalogy between Vegetable
and Animal Juices, 8°. : !

The Principles of the Chymifts of London, in
two Parts, 8o,

Fireneus Philalethes his Secrets Reveal’d, 8.

— his Expofition upon Sir G- Ripley’s Epi- 3
ftle to K. Edw. 1V,

——his Expofition upon Sir G.R.’s Preface

~— his Expofit.upon SirG.R.’s firft 6 Gates

——his Experiments for preparing the So-
phick Mercury,

—his Expofition upon the Recapitulation,

~— his Expofition upon Sir G. R.’s Vilion, J

580,

~—his Marrcw of Alchymy, in two Pocms, $°,

— his Introitus apertus ad ﬂcrfrffifm Regts Pa-
latium, 8o,

—his Ars Metallorum Meta miorphof ws,

~— his Brevis manuduéiio ad Rubinum Cali ﬁ} B8°.

o~ his Fons Chymi:e Philefophieg,

115










of the Sophick Mercury, 2

afcend and defcend in the Glafs, until ic
be coagulated a little thicker than But-
ter : continue it unto a perfect Coagula-

tion, until it be as white as Silver.
10. Another tryal.

IF by fhaking it in a Glafs with the Salt
of Urine, it be turned into an impalpa-
ble white Powder of its own accord, (o
that it doth not appear as Mercury, and
of its own accord in an hot and dryeplace
it coagulates again into a thin Mercury,
it is enough ; but yet better if being
agitated in Fountain-water, it runs into
(mall heads or particles, for if the grain
be in the Body, it will not be thus con-
verted and {eparated into fmall minute
parts.

11. The third tryal.

Dlﬁill it in a Glafs Alembick, from a
Glafs Cucurbit if it pafles over and
leaves nothing behind it, itis a good Mi-
neral Water.

Cca i2. The




8 Experiments for the Preparation

12. The extraction of the Sulphur from the
living Mercury by Separation.

TAI;E thy mixed corporal and (piritual

Compound, the Body of which is
coagulated of the volatile by digeftion,
and {eparate the Mercury from its Sulplny
by a Glafs Still, and thou fhalt have a
white Zuna fixed and refifting Azua for-

#is, and more ponderous than common
Silver.
«

13. The Magical Sol out of thisLuna.

O Ut of this white Sulphur by Fire thou

thalt have a vellow Sulpbur , by a
manual Operation, which So/ is the red
Lcad of the Philofophers.

14. Out of this Sulphur, Aurum potabile.

Hou mayft turn this yellow Sulphnr
nto an Oyl asred as Blood, by cit-
culating it wich the Volarile-Mercurial-
Philofophical Menftruun, o thou fhalt
have an admirable Panacea, or Univerfal
RAaAs s
Medicine,

15. The




of the Sophick MeréUry: §

13. The grofs conjunétion of the Menftrurim
with its Sulphur, for the formatiorn
of the Off-[pring of the Fire.

TAke of thy purged, beft prepared and

choiceft Mercury, of feven, eight,
nine, or at moft ten Eagles, mix it with
the prepared Laton, or its red Sulphur,
that is to fay, two parts of the Water, or
at the moft three, with one of the pure
Sulphur, ground and purged 5 N. B. but
it is better that thou takeft two parts
to one.

16 The working of the nrixture by a
mzanual Operation.

THis thy mixture thou fhalt grind very
well upon a Marble, then thou fhaije
wath it with Vinegar and Sal Armoniac,
until it hath put off all its black Faces 3
then thou fhalt walh off all its (altnef(s
and acrimony with clear Fountain-water,
then fhalt thou dry it upon clean white
Paper, by turning of it from place to
place with the point of a Knife, even unto
an exquifite drynef,

| 17: The




16 Experimemf, &ec.

.- 17. The puiting in of the Feetus into the
Philofophical Fygg.

NOW thy mixture being dryed, put it
into an Owval Glafs, of the beft and
moft tran(parent Glafs, of the bignefs of
an Hens Egg 5 in {uch a Glafs let not thy
Matter exceed two ounces, feal it Her~
metically.

18. The Government a_{ the Fire.

THEU you muft have a Furnace buile,
in which you may keep an immortal
Fire; in it you fhall make an heat of
Sand of the firlt degree, in which the
dew of our Compound may be elevated
" and circulated continually day and night,
without any intermiffion, &v. And in
fuch a Fire the Body will die, and the
Spirit will be renewed, and at length the
Soul will be glorified and united with a
new immortal and incorruptible Body:
Thus is made a new Heaven.

FINILS
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Thefe Books in this Catalogue were writ- {

ten by Eirenews Philalethes, whereof ‘
thefle 15. following are Printed.

3, Y Neroitus apertus ad occlufim Regis Palatinm,

| I Amft. 1667, This is Re.printed in Ger-
many,with the Colle¢tion ef Books called Mx-
[eum Hermeticum of the Edition 1677, in 40 E

2. ——Idem in Englifh, called Secrets Reveal’d, | §
Printed at London 1669, in 8°. being much
more perfeé than the Latine Editions.

3. The Marrow of Alchymy, in two Poems or
Parts, in Englifh Verfe, Lond. 1654. & 1655,

4. Ars Metalloyssm Metamorphofews, YAmft. 1668.

§+ Brevis manuduliio ad Rubinum ((in 82, Thefe
Celeftem, are likewife

6. Fons Chymice Philofophie, in the afore-
{aid Edition of the Mufeum Hermeticum,

7. Methodica Enarratio irium Gebri

Medicinarum,
8. Vade- Mecum Philsfophicum, five | Lond. 1678,
breve manudullorium ad Cam- in 8,

pum Sophie,
9. Experimenta de preparatione
Mercurzi Sophici,
10.A Commentary or Expofitiony
upon Sir G. Ripley’s Epiftle to | |
Edw. 1IV. Kingof England, Lond. 1658,
11+ = Idemupon Sir G. Ripley’s in 8°,
Preface to his Compound of
Alchymy, I




12, = Tdem upon the firft fix Gates {'
of his Compound of Alchymy,
13.=Idem upon the Recapitulation | London

of his Compound of Alchymy, | 1678.
14, — Idemupon his Vifion, in 8o
15- Experiments for the Preparation

of the Sophick, Mercary, J

Thefe 13. following he wrote, but we cannot
as yet find where the Copies are,

1. A Comment, or Expofition upon thelaft fix
Gates of Sir G. Ripley’s Compound of Al-
chymy. |

2, — Idemt upon Sir G. Ripley’s Erroneous Ex-
periments.

3. —- Idem upon Sir G. Ripley's Wheel.

4. — Idemupon Arnold’s Ultimum Teftamentun,

5. Opus Elixeris Aurifici & Argentificis

6. Brevis via ad vitam longam, or Alchymy Tri-
umphing,

. Cabala Sapientum, ox an Expofition upon the
Hieroglyphicks of the Magi.

8. Elenchus Errerum in Arte Chymica deviantium.

9.Elenchus Authorum potiffimorumin Arte Chymica,

10. An Enchiridion of Experiments, togethex
witha Diurnal of Meditations, in which were
many Philofophical Receipts, declaring the
whole Secret 5 withan £ nigma at the end.

1. Analyfis Operis.

12. A Clavis to his Works,

13. Comments or Expofitions upon Flammel,
Artephius, and Sendivogins. But thefe three
are rather Quzried, then affirmed to be wrote

by this Author,
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dicinarum, :
— his Experimenta d, Preparatione Meycx.
111 Sopbiei,
— his Vade- Mecum Philofophicum five Breve
Manuduiiorium ad C ampum Sophie,
To. Ern. Burgravius his Vital of Aftral Philof, e,
Thomfon’s Method of Chymical Phyfick, 8o,
— his Epilogifini Chymici_ Latine. So. r.
Wiliis his fearch of the caufes of Tranfoutat. 8o, N
Dr. Dee’s Fafeiculus Chymicus, in Englifh, $°. B
The Water-Stone of the Wifc-men, 8. |
Croliins’s Admonitory Pref, to his Bafil.Chym. 8%
Gaffarels Telefmanical Curiofities, ére, §°,
Naudews Hiftory of Magick, and reputed Ma-
. gicians, 8o,
The Laws of Mines, and Mineral Works, fol.
Alpbonfiss King of Portugal, of the Philofophers
Stone; g4o.
Vigineres difcourfe of Fire and Salt, go. ;
Geber the famous Arabian Prince and Philofos
pher his Works, $e, -
The Tomb of Semiramis Hermetically feal’d, 8%
Boulton’s Magical but Natural Payfick, §e.
Defpagnets Enchividion ¢ Arcannm, Engl.
Five Treatifes of the Philofophers Stone, 4°.
Nuyfement of the Salt and Secret of Philof. §o.

i his Methodica Enarratio trinm Gelri }l,a;fg..z |
3

Place this at the latter end, after
the Latine page.
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Sir George Ripley's
RECAPITULATION.

I
FOr to bring this ??mtrf to a ﬁ}zai
end 3 :

A’mé 6r:-:’ﬂy here to conclude thefé ﬁfr:? ets
a

Tifrgzt{v look thoit, and 1o thy I}gnre at-
en

Which doth in it contain thefe ﬁcrmﬂr great
and [mall :

And if thon it conceive, both Theoric. d and
Pratical,

By Figures end C olours , and by Seripture
plain,

Which wittily conceived , thon mayeft 1ot
war!t in vain.

SO SR LY 1 X

Cﬂ??f der fir ﬂ rhe Latitude of this precions
1?}5‘??5.' : ;

Eerf-‘mmng in tf.m firft fide noted in the ITeft, *

W bere the red Man, and white IWoman be

72ade one,
A 3 Sponfed
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Sir G.Ripley’s Reca pitulation.

2

Sponfed with the Spirit of life o live in love
and reft VR

Farth and water equally proportion d, “that
is beSt A |

And one of the Farthis good, andof the
Spirit Three,

1Vhich Twelve to Tour alfo of the Edarth may

be.
I1T.
- ' A 1
Theee of the Wife, and one of the Man thon
. muft takes b |
ﬁﬂdf:’.w lefs of the Spirit there is in this
Difponfation, :

The rather thy Calcination for certain fhalt
thow make :
Then forth into the Norti proceed by obfen-

ration ¥
Of thered man and bis white Wife called
Eclypfation e A
Lot fing them., and altering them betwixt
IWinter and Vere,
Tuto Watcr turning Fartls, dark, and: no-
thing cleat.
1V.
Tron thence by Colours mavy one into the
:‘!a:.:ff rffﬂ‘fﬂd, e 0
Then fhall the Moon be full , appearing by

day-1i gf.u‘ e A




Sir G.Ripley’s Recapitulation. o

Then is flre paffed Purgatory, and ker courfe
at anend:

There is the up-rifing of the Sun appearing
white and brights

There is Summer after Vere, and Day after

Nigit=
Then % irth and Water which were black
be ty-ned into Air,

And Clouds of darknefs over-blown, and all
aj peareth fair.

.V' :
And as in the Wel} was the beginning of thy

pr.fchfiffl.

And the North the perfect mean of Prqﬁmzd

alteration :

do in the Eaft after then is the beginning
of [peculation.

But of this courfe up in the South the Sun
maketh confimmation.

There be the Flements turned into Fire by
Circulatiosn.

Then to win to thy defive , thou needst o
be in doubt,

For the Wheel of onr Tﬁifﬂﬁ:p@: thou bast

turied about.

A3
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| VI s

.r"-;ﬁryef about again 2 timres turn tﬁyarbeef,
In which be comprebended all the fecrets of
onr ‘I hilofophy
In Chapters Twelve, made plain iy thee, if
. thon conceive them wells :
And all the fecrets by and by of our lower
HAftronomy, PLE o
How thou fbalt Calcine FBodies, ‘perfedt, dif-
folve, divide, and putrifie,
With perfed knowledg of all the Poles which
in our Heaven been
Shining with Colours inexplicable, never
were gayer [een.

VIL

And this one [ecret conclufion know with-
outen fail,

Qir Red Man teyneth not, nor bis Wife,

¢ until they teyned be s

Therefore if thou Iift thy [elf by this craft to
avail,

The Altitude of the Rodies hide, and flew

ont their profundity,
Iz every of thy Materials deftroying the firft

ila)fi‘d 7y, ' 4 ]
i 72

e



Sir G.Ripley’s Recapitulation,
And fecondary Qualities more glorioys in
then repair auon; '
And inone Glafs, with oue Reg’ment Four

Natures tnrn to Oune.

VIIL

Pale and bluck with falfe Citrine, unperfelt
W hite and Ked,

The Peacock’s Feathers in Colonrs gay, the
Rainbow, which fball over go

Zhe [potted Panther, the Lyon greesz, the
Crow’s Bill blew as [ ead

Thefe fhall appear before the perfick ¥ bite,
and many other moe

Colourss And after the perfect white, gray
and falfe Citrine alfo :

And after thefe, then hall appear the bloody
red invariable s

Then hast thou a Medicine of the third or-
der of his own kind nmenltiplicable.

IX:
T hon muft divide thy white Elixir into parts
Two,
Before thon Rubifie, and into Glaffes Two
let thewz be done,
If thow wilt have the Elixirs for Sun and
Moon, (o do,
A 4 . With
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§ Sir G.Ripley's Recapitulation.

IWith Mercury then them mnltiply unto
great quantity foon ¢ |

And if thon hadit not at the beginning e-
nongh to Jill a Spoon,

Yot thon mayft them [o muliiply, both the
17 hite, and the Red,

That if thon livst a Thoufand Tears, they
will ﬁmd thee in §tead.

p, &
Flave s hou recourfé unto thy 1wbeel therefore,
I counfel thee,
And (ndy bim well-to know in each Chaps
ter truly s '
ﬂf;zddff: with »no Fﬂ?;r.tliﬁimf Multiplyers 5
but let them be,
[Vbich will thee flatter, and falfly fay they
are cunning in FPhilofophy-
Do as 1 bid thee, then diffolve thofe fore-
Jazd Bafes wittily, |
SAnd turn them into perfed Oyls with enr
true Water ardent
By Civculation; that nuft be done accords
ing o our intent. ik

XL

Thefe Oyls will fix crude Mereury, and

« - convert Bodies all ;
N EAM iR Into

[ r—
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Sir G Ripley’s Recapitulation, y

Tnto perfect Sol and Lune when thou fhalt
make Projeition ; ' R

That Oyly Subftance pure & fixt;Reymond
Lully did call

His Bafilisk, of which ke never made fo

: plain deteition :

Pray for me to God, that I may be one of |l
his I lection 5 | R

' And that he will for one of bis at Dooms- . |
day me ken, *.

 And grant me in bis Blifs to Reign with

1 ~ him for ever, Amen.
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Stanzal. Pofition L.
That the Art is moft cerianly trne.

A BER Hich wittily conceiv'd , thon
Mpots  mayeft not Work in wvain.

A ¥) Whence obferve the Truth
Sho.peh and Certainty of the Arts
“ %48 fo Father Herntes, It is true
= T (faith he,) withont falfheod,
certain, and moft true That which is above,

is like that which is beneaths and that 't
: which
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which is beneath, is lik: that which is above,

$0 bring about the \'iracles of one thing,
.80 Trevifan, Flammel, Dionyf. Z ackhary,

and others, affiim upon their own Espe-
rience : And fo this our Author in his
Epiltle to King Fdward 5 his Conclufion
of the Admonition concérning errone-
ous Experiments,and other places of thele

his 7welve Gates, thatI need not enlarge
on this Subject, '

Stanza II.  Pofiion II.
Onr Work is made of Three Priuciples,

}yﬂa’r& the Red Man and the White Wo-

vian ave wade one, ¢c. Thence it is
evident, that our Operations are made of
Three Principles, yet of one Effence; the
Red Man, the H hite Wife, and the Spirit
of Life : By the latter, the two former
are Efpoufed or made One. This is that
which 7revifas calls his One Root, and
Two Mercurial Subltances, crude at theie
taking, and extracted out of their Mine-
ras - This our Author elfe-where calls
his Tvinity and Unitys the Trinity relpect-
ing the Subltances as they are i&varillfa
ip X i =
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io A Breviary of Alchemy.

the Unity refpelting their Eflence, which
1s intirely Homogenial 5 Therefore it is
added, that they live in love and reft
without repugnancys which could not be
were they not Effentially and Radically
the {ame 3 For lilkene(s of Nature 1s the
Caufe of Love, and Onenels of Eflence
the true ground of Untons amorg dif-
ferent Subftances can only be expetted

Confulion, if not Deftrultion.

e ——

e

i

Poficion I

Thyee S:fbﬁa;n:e_f make only Two Natures ,
Earth and Water. |

Eﬂrfﬁ- and Water equally proportion’d
that is beft. Here it is evident, that
thefe Three Subftances make up but Two
Natures of Farth and Water : The Man
and Wife are both Bodies or Earths; the
one fixed and ripes the other Volatile
and unripe, and by Mixture make a brit-
tle black Hermaphroditical Body or Earth
called the Philofophers Lead, as Ripley 0
his Preface expre Jethit. The White Wo-
man, or Female, is otherwife called the

Moon by all Philofophers 5 and by this

Author

|
7

]
Tt
)



A Brewiary of Alchemy. 1y,

Author in his Doifrive of Proportions s
One of theSun, and Two of the Moosn,
t2ll altogether like Pap be done.

'
e ————— e

Pofition IV.

From equal Pondus of Earth and Water,
Three of Water to One of the Earth. is
good, but equal is beft. |

Fewn make the Mercury Four to the Sun,

Two to the Moon, &c. as it [honld be.
in Figure of the Trinity. And {o we come
to take notice of the Doctrine of Propor-
tion between the Earth and Water, e-
qual that is beft; the {ame faith our Au-
thor in his Chapter of Calcination. This
is the fareft and belt proportion, [peaking.
of equal Pornduys of Earthand Waters and
gives the Reafon, becaufe Solution will
be fooner made, ziz.

The nrore thy Earth, the lefs thy Water be;
The fooner and better Solution [halt thon fee.

And here he affirms the fame of Calci-
nation, which goes before Solution. Yet
Three of the Water to One of the Earth,

will do well, left the Tincture fhould not
have
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have room to be fufficiently dilated in the
Water, and the Body opened by it3 and
this is the Pendus ot Koger Pacon, which
requires a Jonger time before the ‘quick
be kil'd 3 and by confequence, the revi-
ving of the dead muft be longer in doings
Fort Calcinationis nothing elfe, but a kil-
ling the oilt with the dry 5 till which be
done, there is NO IEVIVING of the dry by
the moift, but they have one and the fame
Operation and Period of time 5 for one
dies not, but the other revives: nor doth
the Dragor die, but with its Sifter.

" Pofition V. -
The White Wife in the ﬁrﬂ Coniunction is
t0 be Three to Cane of +he Red Man.

e of the Wife,, and one of the Man
thow take, €vc. From the F ondws be-
tween the Farth and [ ater, come We to
view the' Proportion between the Man
and his Wifes Here the Pondus 1s laid
diswn Three to Oné, anid fo there are
Four parts of Farth toFour of 1 ater, oOF ! |
sore, untl Twelves | that g, Three of . | :
W ater to Orte of the Earth. 'This alfo 18, '
clear |
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4 Brewiary of Alchemy.
clear fiom the Chapter of Conjunttios
where the Woman is allow’d 15 Veins to
5 of the Man, as to the A& of their Fee-
cundity, which is mterpreted of the 4}
Conjunttion by him(Elf; that the A7, mufk
have but 3 of //aer, and his ;5 9, which
is12v0f [Tater to 4 of the Farths by
which it is evident, thatthe Womai is to
excecd her Flysbund in a three-fold Prg.
portion. .

Or Tiwo to Oze affer Reymund » Op Fypy
to Owne wwrdf}rg}a Alanuss byt Three fo
Oneis befs.

‘However , in Reymtund's Do2y;me of
Froportions cited by ‘our Author in his
Gate of ¢ alcination , One of the Sun 15
joyn'd with Twe of the Moo, which
make Three of the Bodys and to thefs
are added Four of Merewry, which is One
more ‘of the Spiritwal than of the Corpo-
ral'pare; and this the Author compares
to Zrinity and Unrity, both are good, Yea,
and Alamus preferibes Four parts to One,
which may be done, but Three to One is

Author

3
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14 A Breviary of Alchery.
Author in his Gate of Solution; One in
Gender they be, but in Number not (05
The Father is the Sun, and the Moo» the
Mother, the Mover is Mercury. .

This Compound according to its vari-
ous Confiderations, hath many Relations,
and as many Denominationss Suz and
Moon , Man and Wife; Body, Soul and
Spirit, F. arth and Water, Sifter and Bro-
sher, Mother and Son, With many otherss
but its Proper Nate 18 Magnefia.

~ Quelt, What isthe Red ManZ what his
IWhite Wife 2 What bhe Spirit of Life€

It may be here queftioned, what this
Red Manis? what his [White Wife 2 and
what the ' Spirit of Life? for that is the
only knot in underftanding the Writings
of Philofophers , -who(€ various Exprefli-
ons, and feeming Contradi&ions herein,
do obfcure the Art wonderfully : Yet
however they feem to differ in their
~ Whitings , they mean all one thing, if
well or rightly underftood. . .

Anfwer 1. What the Red Man is?

The . Red Man betokens the perfe&r

Body of the Suz,' or his Shadow the
Moons Eor Lune the Body, which is ore
oF the Seven, ‘isa Male, and a pexfect bo-

dy,’
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dy, and fixed, only wans a little Dige-
{tions and therefore the Red is hid under
its vifible White , as White js hid undet
‘the vifible Red of $o/ : Therefore our
Author in his Work of Albification, faith,
‘that the Sun appeareth White and Bright:
And Zrevifan (aith, our King, who is cloa-
thed i Garments of pure Gold, after he
is once in the Bath, appears no more tll-
after ome bundred amd thirly days; and
then he appears White, and wonderfully
bright and thining. And an old Philo-
fupﬁf:r (aith, Honour oup King 4t bis retursn;
Jrom the Eaft in Glory and admirable bright -
whitemefs, ~Therefore (aith Artefins, Ous
Wateris of kin fo the perfed Bodies | to
the Sun -, andto the Moons but more 1o
the Sun then to the Moon 5 (Note this
well) And in all his Books he joyns
the Sun and Moon the -perfed Bodies
Gold and Silver for the work, - So
doth Ripley, and fo all Philofophers , by -
which it is evidert , that either of the
perfett Metdls or Luminaries with our -
AgnaVite , will compleat the work 3 ag
Arnold exprefsly faith in his Queftions gb
Anfvers to Boniface 5. and Todeocys Gye-
B

verae




6 A Brewiary of Alchemy.
verns in his Treatife, confirms the {ame i1
thefe words 3 Jf fo be (Gaith he) thou be fo
poor that thou ¢ anft not take Gold, then take
(o much Silvers yet Gold is the better, as be-
ing nearer of Rin 10 ourlVater and Mercury.
Anfwer 2., ¥ hat is the White Wife ?

Secondly; The IVhite Wife, otherwile
called the Moo, isaFemale s itis a Co-
aguldted Mercury, but not fixt ¢ A (pirt=
tual Body, fluxible 1n nature of a Body,
yet Volatile, in nature of a Spirits It is
called thercfore Mercury of the Philofo-
phers 5 Our Green Lyons Our immature
or unripe Gold = 1t 18 ‘Pontanus's Fire, Ar-
tephins’s middie fubftance, clearlike pure
Silver, which ought to receive the Tin-
Sures of the Sun and Mooun, his fbarp
Vineger, his Autimonial-Saturnine-Mercu=
rial Argent Vive, without which Latorn
cannot be whitened 3 of which an old
Philofopher faith, whiten the red Laton,
by a white, tepid, and (uffocated Waters
of which teftimony Zrevi(anusathrms, that
nothing could be faid better or clearer.
This is that which isintimated 1n the Vi-

' Gon of Ariflaus; who found a People that
were Married, yet had no Children, be-
caufe

P e
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Caufethey married two Males together =
Such arc they who mix Soland Luze, botk
Corporal and fixt together , whom the
Spirit will never revive, becaufe there is
not conjugal Love.  Joyn thercfore Ga-
britins to his beloved Sifter Feyz, which
15 a tender Dam(e], and {traighr-way G-
britius will dic 5 that is, will lofe what he
was; and from that place where he ap-
peared to have loft what he was, he fhall
appear what he was not before.

An(W. 3. What is the Spirit of Life ¢
_ Thirdly, The Spirit of Life 1s Mercury;

The Mover faith this Author is Mercury,
with which the Stone is to be multiplyed
when it is made : And it muft be true.
Mineral Mercury, without any forreign.
mixture, as Arnold refolves exprefsly in

his An(wer to Ponifsce ¢ And (o Ripley

faith, fome can multiply Mercury with Sz-

turn, and other fubftances, which we de-
fie 5 Diftil it therefore till it be clean, ¢e:
It moreover mult have all the proporti-,
ons of Merenry its ponderofity, otherwife
1t could not be Metalline: its Humidity,
otherwife the Feminine Sperm would be
deficient, and its ficcity, not to wet the
B2 hand s
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. hand 5 which it can no fooner lofe' by
Corrofives or otherwifes bur it {traight-
way lofeth its firft Mineral Proportion,
and {o is no longer an-Ingredient of our
true Tinlture.

Pofition VI.

As she Weit Latitude is the entrance , fo
in the North is the firft alteration.

Cj)fx’ﬂﬂfcd then forth to the North by obfen-

ration, Crc. fﬂaﬁ?ﬁg thewr,- and alter-

ing them, &vc. The Materials being found,
and mixt according to the Proportions
taught before, s called the Weft Latitudes
becaufe ifi it the Sun fets, and afterwards
appears no more m his Red Robes, till he
firlt be cloathed with a"White glittering
Robe,and be Crowned with a verybright
Oriental Diadem. Now the progrefs into
the North, is a difcovery of the Profun-
diry of the Stone, and is compared to the
Winter, whichisin the North, (chicfly)
long, tedious; cold and flabbery ; fo will
it be in this Work 4 the Signé are Capri-
corny Pifeesyand Agnaripss In this there

15
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is a retrogradation of So/into its firft mar-
ter, in which alteration the old Form dies,
the Matter rots and putrifies 5 and is after
renewed in the Eaft.

This Operation (faith Flammel) is not
perfected iu lefs then Five Months 5 and the
Colours of the Componnd are dark, obfcure,
waterifll, and at length black like Pitch s
in which blacknefs the Body is roited into
Atoms s which intire £'f&'€£:_?2€ﬁ, and height
of corrnption lafts but 2 or 3 dayss and there-
fore (aith Kipleyin his Epiftle, tbe third day
ke fball arife; the (ame faith Daflirin his
Rofary, where he allows four days for Pu-
trefaction :* The (ame faith Ffferarius the
Monk in his intire Treatife publithed with
Daftiz 5 However , the whole time of
blackneis, in coming, continuing, and go-
1ng away, is 150 days, although the Sun
begins toappear in 130 days, if you work
aright.  This I have added for the fake
of many who expe black of the blackeft

1N 40-or 50 dayes, miftaking Flumrzel

hereins who faith, the colour nmft be
black of the blackeft, and like to the co-
lour of the Dragons in 40 days, which

Dragons were blackifh, blewifh, and yel-

B3 lowifh,
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Jowifth, which colours fnew that the Mat-
ter begins to rot into Atoms; which rot=
tennefs 1s not perfected inlefs than 150
days. (foas to let the Suz appear withits
Rayss) Firlt in a (mall Circle of Heirof a
whitifh Citrines; which increafeth, and
changeth hue day by day, till whitenefs
be fully compleated.

Pofition VII.

The FEaft denoting I hitene[s , is the begin-
ning of the Stones Altitude.

Tence by Colonrs many into the Faft af-

cend, ¢¢. Inthe Work are three Di-
menfions 3 Altitude, Latitude, and Pro-
fundity : The Altitude is the Perfection
of the Bodies which is Inchoate in White-
nefs, and compleat in Rednefs. The Pro-
fundity is the firft Matter into which they
arerefolved ; For Multiplication and the
Latitude is the means through which 1t
pafleth from its Perfection to be abafed;
and from its abafement to its Glorifica-
tion.
In this paffage are infinite gay cplt:i-ul:*s
s ' I l e

LS e S S — - — —
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like unto thofe as appeared before Black-
nefs, but more glorious; For note, the
Stone hath but three colours, Plack, White
and Red : In the firlt when compleated,
it {tays three, or four days at moft; in the
fecond as long 5 1n the laft it repofeth it
felf for ever, between thefe Periods as the
Matter is moiiter or dryer, purer or im-
purer, many intermediate colours appear,
mote then can be numbred; But Two,
(wiz.) Green and Yellow, are of long
continuance , before the White and the
Red : But many colours appear between
the beginning of that Work, and the fuft
colour of Blacknefs : And although (tve-
ral colours appear, yet are they dark,
fogey, and foul coloureds by which it
appears, that Blacknef(s is the predomi-
nant, which for a {pace will appear like
the Zgyptian darknefs, and is much about
the (ame continuance : (o between Black-
nefs and the White, although infinite co-
lours appears; yet the Pafis of them be-
ing Whitenefs, they are bright, and very
glorious, which being only tranfient, pafs,
and go, and others come in their place,
until the White be perfected.

B 4 Pofition
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Pofition VIIIL.

The Sonth or Rednefs is the complement of
L this Mdf?r:;;w M

I this conrfe in the South the Sun ma-

keth Confummation, After the White,
the Fire being continued, the Compound
‘will become Azure, Gray, and then Ci-
trine, which will lalt a long time; and at
laft end ina bloody R ednefs.

e

Pofition I'X,

He fl}':ut fuppofeih bis Work, ended when the
Stone is brought to its rednefs, is miftaken.

PRVt yet again Two times turn about thy

Wheel, &c. The Stone being by con-
frant and long Decoction brought to this
pafs; he who thinkéth the race quite run,
reckons without his Hoft,and muft reckon
again : It 1s Medicine of the firft Order,
and ‘muft be brought to the thitd Order
by imbibitions and Cibation, which is a
fecond turning roundthe Wheel; and by
R s e 0L Fermens
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Fermentation, which is a third turnin

round 'the Wheel, and brings the Medi-

cine to the third Order, and makes it then
fit for Projetion, which at firft it is not 3
For till the Medicine will flow like Wax ,
it cannot enter Mereury before its flight 5
but the Powder as it is made at firft, is like
Grains or Atoms, and 1s congealed in a
far greater heat, then will make ¥ to fume,
yetitabides in itsform of Duft or Powder,
which muft be otherwife before it be fit-
ted for Projection 5 therefore the Stone
tingeth Mercury into a Metalline Maf(s in
the twinkling”of" 4n eye, as our Author
{aith in his Preface, even as the Bafilisk
kills by fight : But the Red Su/phsur con-
verteth Mercury by a digeftion of time in-
to its own Nature, (‘viz.) Powder, ifit
be joyn'd in a dué proportion, and digeft-
ed in a due heat : Therefore faith our
Author, if you give it too much, it muft
have a Vomit, or it will be fick too long,
but the Stone will never part with any
Mercury that is joyned to it in heat; our
Sulpbur thenis a Royal Infant, which doth
both hunger and thirft; and if you can
but be a'Nuirfe to it as yau ought, it will

repay
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repay both your Pains and coft : Leave
not then where you fhould begin; but
go on till you bring 1t to the third Order,
which Reymond. calls his Oyls and Uns
guents; and (0 our Author likewile.

Three Propertics theie are in which
the White and Red Sulpburs of the firlt
dOrder, differ from thofe of the third Or=

er.

One flows as eafily as any Wax in heat,
or on a hot Metal : the other in a ltrong
heat abides a Powder. ' |

The oneis like to Glafs, brittle, pon-
derous and fhining 5 the other a powder
like to Atoms.

The one enters Mercaury like an Oy,
and Coagulatesit in an inftant: the other
drinks up Mercury only, as the Calx of a
Metal would do, but willnot retain it, if
the Fire be increafed ftrong, nor turn it
into Metal 3 but if the heat and proportion
be both as they' ought, by a digeftion of
‘Time, it turns it into its own Nature :
And (o, (as Ripley faith truly,) you may
Multiply both White and Red with Mer-
eurys That if atfuft you had not enough

to filla fpoon, yet in{hort time you m;;,y
e
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be ftored for your whole life, were it ten
times as ang as 1t is like to be.

..
g N

Poflition X,

Our Stowe nmft have 4 Specification to Me-
“tals before it will Projelf.

T P
i

()T'r Red May teyneth not until he teyned
be,&c. Owur Led Man or King muft be
teyned by Ferment, before it will tinge
Imperfet Metals : the Ferments are only
Sol and Lung , the Proportion a fourth
part to the Compound let the Sulphurs be,
and three parts of So/ or Zuns according
as the Sulpbur is : or four parts §p} and
Luna, and the Sulphur a fifth part; then
with Mercury digelt and putrifie your Fer-
ment, and congeal it, and again Ferment
it, till it flow like Wax o Oyl then will
that Oyl fix Mercury, and turn any Metal
into Perfection; which you may then
Multiply at your pleafure, or you may
multiply it before Fermentation : Then
take the perfect Stone for your Body, and
mix him with the White Wife in propor-
tion asat firft, and add the Spirit of Life,

s

__, .
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as at firlt, and digeftit till it pafs the three
colours, Plack, White, and Red.

Thus doth our Author conclude his
Erroneous Experiments al{o : I zever faw
true work but one, {aith he. One he did,
but it was after infinire Errours, and other
work no Philofopher ever yet {faw, which
he briefly defcribes.

Remember Man the moft Noble (reatyre,
&ec. that is Gold; It isan errour to write
it, (Remember that Man is the moft Noble
Creature of Earthly Compofitiony) For
Man is not of Earthly Compofition, but
Stones, Metals, and Clays, ¢%¢. are. Now
becaufe we {eek the Noblelt of Creatures
of Earthly Compofition, we muft be fo
wife as to take it for our Principle : For
- as he faith elfe-wheres s Fire of burning
the Principle is, [othe Principle of Cildi g
is Gold I wis. In this nobleft Creature he
{aith, are the four Elements proportioned
by nmature, which makes it incombufti-
ble, for wereany predominant, it would
not abide ; but as 7revifan {aith, the Ana-
tical proportioning the Elements n a me-
talline matger, is the very form of Gold:
or that rather whichgivesitits form. .?E
adds

L pmma
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adds a natural Mercuriality,which cofteth
right nought; that is a pure, fincere Mi-
neral Water : without adulteration, not
Artificial out of Saturs, Tupiter, &c. But
natural not a dear Mercury : buf that
which is common and cheap. He adds
one of his Minera's by Art is brought,
that is our green Zyom, for with our firlk
Menftrue,we Calcine onl y petfect bodies;
but none which are unclean, except one,
which is ufually call'd by Philofophers the
Lyon-Grees , into this the clearnefs of the
Sun, or of the Moon, {ecretly jdefcends:
thatis, by this the Mescuriality, or pro-
fundity of the Sun and Moon “ate mani-
fefted by exuberation, but is hidden from
fight along time 3 61l after putrefaction,
it exuberates and appears openly, bleed-
Ing and changing colours, and at firft be-
mg cloathed in a glorious Green: of
which faith the Rofary, happy Green-
nels, without which nothing can {pring >
This exuberate-2zercury is our hidden
Stone, that is, Potential] y, tor when that
appears; repugnant natures are tyed to
Unity, that is our Green-Iyon, or Mi-
wera,or vegetable humidiry, or Mercuriz-

YT
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28 A Brewiary of Alchemy.
lity natural, which cofteth right naughe ,
or our firft Menftrue, and the nobleft
Creature of Earthly compofition, which
1s either the Sun, or Moon, but efpecially
the Sun: In each of which the Mercu-
riality is invifible , and appears not to
fight 5 but by effect, that is, in the quali-
ty of clearnefs, with Whitenefs in one,
and with rednefs in the other,thele three
being United, the Mercury of the Sun
exuberates and appears at fir{t green,then
is the Eclipfe near, and the Northern
progrefs, the procef3 after all this is fhorts
this one thing putrifies, then wafh him in
his own broth, till he become White,
then Ferment him wilely 5 there is the
beginning, middle and end.  Glory be #o

God,

Fod NCoE S,
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THE

VISION

St (jEORG RIFLEY
Canon of Bridlington, o\ Untolded.

W Een bufie st wy Paa}'{ I b5 Bpor a
certain ]\rrgb.* ;

This Vifion here expreft appear 'd :.r:.'rra 1.
dimmed ﬁgﬁt |

A Toad fill Ruddy I j:m; elid ﬁfr:.r;rk ti.':g
Juice of (:mpe:ﬁr faft,

Zill over-ch. 2rged with the !xrm’é bis Pﬂm- _
els all'to braft &

And afier that, from poyfon’ d Fﬁfé_ Em :‘aﬂ

his Venom fell,

F or Grief and Fain wﬁei’mf his ﬂu’.w.’fvﬁw_
“rall began to fwell 5 ,

IVith dmp,r of Foyloned fweat appro ffflmg
thus his fecret Den,

His. Cave with blafts ﬂfﬁ&fﬂ?ﬁ! Air ke all.
bewhited thesn -

And ffom the which in [pace a Golden P#-
monr did enfie,

Whofe falling drops from high did ﬂam the.
Joyl wﬂb ruddy bue. _
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The Vifion of Sir Gecrge Ripley.
And when bis Corps the force of vital breath

began to lack ,
This dying Toad became forthwith like Coal
Jbr colour Black :
Thus drowned in his proper veins of poy-
Joned flood 5
For term of Eighty days and Four he
rotting [tood
By Tryal then this Venom to expel I did
defire 5 .
For which I did commit bis Carkafs to a
-gentle Fire :
Which done, a Wonder to the fight, but more
to be rehearft s .
The Toad with Colours rare through every
Jide was pierc'd;
And White appear'd when all the (undry
 hews were paft :
Which after being tintted Ruddy, for ever-
more did laft.
Thern of theVenom bandled thus a Medicine
. Idid make;
Which Venom kills , and [aveth fuch as
Venom chance to take :
Glory be to him the granter of fuch fe-
cret ways,
Dominion, and Honour both, with Wor-
. fhip, and with Praife. Awmen.
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‘T-HE

VISION
SGEORGE RIPLEY,

Canon of Bridlington, Unfolded.

ne &3 B4 His Vifion is a Parable ra-
S\Okipoke ther or Enigm, which the
%4 -+ W3 Ancient Wile Philofophers
B3¢, have been wont to ufe often

¥ in fetting out their fecrets 3
this Liberty is granted to all
men for to make ufe of Enigmatical ex-
preflions, to decipher that which is in-
deed myfterious. The Ancient Egyptians
taught much by Hieroglyphicks, which
way many Fathers of this Science have
followed 3 but moft efpecially they have
made ufe of Myftical or Cabaliftical de-
(criptions; fuch is this. But to the thing

in hand.
Az A




An Expaﬁriaf: upon
A Toad ful] 3‘#5‘;“1:{}* I faw.—
H Ere we have aToad defcribed, and

in it the whole fecret of Philofophers:
TheToad 1s Gold 5 {o called, becaufe it is
an Earthly Body, but moft efpecially for
the black ftinking venencfity which 'this
operation comes to in the firfk days of
Its preparation, before the whitenefs ap-
pearsduring the Rule of Saturs,therefore
it is called the ruddy Toad.

To this Authors affent with one ac-
cord 3 when they fay our {tone is nothing
elfe but Gold digefted unto the higheft
degree, to. which Nature and Art, can
bring it 5 and again the firlt work,(aith a-
notherPhilolopher,is to fublime Mercury,
and then into clean Mercury to put clean
bodig¢s ¥ many witnefles I could bring,yea
the whole current of writers run this way:
And whatiffome (ubtle Philofophers fcem
to:deny this, on purpoft to deceive the
unwary? We fhall not make it our work
to réconcile ‘them s (though we might)
for manyof them wrote very envioufly,
on purpofe to enfnare 3 all of them wrote
| - myfteri-
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the Vifionof Sir G, Ripley, 3
myfterioutly, as much as they could to
darken the truth : and at the beft none of
them wete but men, and defcribed things
according to their apprehenfions 1,
Philofophy, none of them -wrote m every
thing the naked truth 5 for then the Art
would become (0 eafie, that 1t would be
contemnped. But what needs words 2 wge
know the Truth, and we knowby.a fe-
cret Charater, true Writers from So-
phifters 3 and we need no Arguments
being eye-witnefles our (elves, and know
tMat there is but one truth 5 nor but
one path, even the beaten path in which
all who ever have attained this Art
have troden, nor can we be deceived
our felvessnor would we deceive others..

Did dyink the juice af Grapes.

T His Toad isfaid todrink the juice of

Grapes according to the Philofopher
the body;faith he,isnot nobler than Gold,
nor yet the water more pretious. than
wine. This water they call fometimes Agia
Avrdens,fometimes Acetune A cerrimrx-m,gut
moft commonly they call it their Mercury 5
A 4 this




4 An Expofition upon
this denomination T (hall not infilt upon's
but fhall aflure yon that it only deciphers
Mercury , even that Mercury, of whichI
writ in my little Latine Treatife, calied
M- oadixs xevaommrinds or Introitus aper->
tus ad occlufum Kegis palatinms in that [
difcovered the whole Truth fully and
nakedly, and if not too plainly, I am
fure plain enough. 1{hallnot here repeat;

- to that I remit the Reader.

This juice of Grapes this Toad is faid
to drink 3 that is not only in the grofs
Conjunction, which is an Impaltation 6f
the body, with the Water to the temper
of Dough or Leaven, which the Water
readily doth : {uch affinity there is be-
tween the Water and the Bodyj as the
Philofopher faith, this Water is friendly
and plealant to the metals. But over, and
befides the Water foaks Radically into
our Bodys; being circulated upon i,
according as the Philofopher {aith, When
itsown {weatis returned to the Body, it
perforates it marvelloufly. Thus the Body
drinks in the Water, or Juice of Grapes,
not {o much then when they are firft
mingled : but moft e(pecially, when by
de-




the Vifion of Sir G. Ripley. ¢
decoltion it pierceth radically to the
very profundity of ity and makes it to
alter its Form 5 This is the Water which
teareth the Bodies, and makes them no
Bodies, but flying Spirits like a Smoak,
Wind or Fume, as Artephiys fpeaketh
plentifully.

This operation is performed in a fhore
while, in comparifon of Subterraneal
operations of Nature , which are done
in avery long time; therefore it is that
fo many Philofophers fay, thatitis done
in avery fhort time, and yet it is not
without caufe, that (o many of the Phi-
lofophers have complained of the length
of this decoction.

Therefore the fame Artephins who had
faid, that this fire of the Water of our
Mercury, doththat inafhort time above
ground, that Nature was in performing a
10co years,doth inanother place fay, that
the tincture doth not come out at once,
but by little and little each day, and hour,
till after along time the deco&ion be com-
pleat, according to the faying of the Phj-
lofopher : Boyl,boyl, and again boyl, and
accompt not tedious our long decoction.
So




An Expofition upon
8o fait.

SO then this expreffion here, that the
Toad doth drink in the Juice of -
Grapes fo faft, dath not imply but that

this work muft have the true time of Na-

ture ; which is indeed along time, and

(o is every decodtion at lealt: {o they

will feem to the Artift who attends the

fire day by day, and yet muft wait for

the fruit with Patience, till the Heaven

have fhowred down upon the Earth the
former and latter Rain: yet be not out of
heart,but attend until the compleatment,

for then a large Harveft will abundantly
recompence all thy toyl.

Zill over-charged with the Broth, bis
Bowels all to brast.

T follows in the Vifion,that at length the
Toad (over-charged with the broth)did
burft afunder 5 This broth is the fame
which the fair Medea did prepare , and
pour upon the two Serpents which did

keep the Golden Aples, which grew in
the
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the Vifion of Sir G, Ripley. 7
the hidden Garden of the Virgias Fle/pe-
rides,

For the Vinegre of the Philofophers
being circulated upon the Body, doth en-

* gencer a fubftance like unto bloudy

Broth, and makes Colours of the Rain-
bow, to appear in the afeenfion and de-

fcenfion upon your 7 yom,until the Eagles

have at length devoured the Lyon, and
all together being killed with the Cari-
on of the Carcaffes become a venemous
Toad, creeping on the Earth, and a
Crow (wimming in the mid{t of the dead
Sea.

The Juice of Grapes then, which is our
Mercnry, drawn from the Chameleon o
Air of our Phyfical Magnefia, and Chalybs
Magical, being circulated upon our true
Terra Lemnia sy after it is grofsly mixed
withitby Incorporation, and fet to our
fire to digeft, doth flill enter in and upon
our Body, and {earcheth the profoundity
of it;and makes the oceult to become ma.
nifeft by continual afcenfion and deftens
fion: till all together become a Broth ;
which is amean fubftance of diffevered
qualities, between the Water and the

Body,




An Expofition upon
Body,till at length the Body burft afunder
and be reduced into a Powder, hikKe to
the Atoms of the Sun, black of the blackeft
and of a vifcous matter.

And after that, from poyfoned bulk. he
caft bis venom fell.

His Reduétion of the Body, thus mn
this water ingenders (o venomous
a Nature, that truly in the whole World
there is not a ranker Poyfon , er ftink,
according as Philofophers witnefS : And
therefore he is faid to calt his fell venom
from his poyfoned bulk 5 in as much as
the exhalations are compared to the Inve-
nomed Fume of Dragons.as Flamell 1n bis
Summary hath {uch an Allufion. But the
Philofopher ( as he adds in his Hierocly-
phicks of the two Dragons,) never fecls
his ftink, unlefs he break his Vellels, but
only he judgeth it by the colours procee-
ding from the rottennefs of the Confe-
(tions.
And indeed it is a wonder to confider,
(which fome Sons of” Artare eye-witnel-

i fés of ) that the fixed and moftdigefted
M Body
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The Vifion of Sir G. Riple Yo -9
Body of Gold ; theuld (o rot and putri-
fie,as if it were a Carcafs, which is done by
the admirable Divine virtue of our dJif>
{olviy Water, which no Money can
purchafe. All theft operations, which are
[oenlarged by variety of expreffions,
center i1 one, which is killing the quick;
and reviving the dead.

Lor grief and pain whereof bis members
all began to [well.

THis venemous fume of exhalations

returning upon the Body , caufe
it to {well all over according” to the
faying of the Philofopher; The Body
m this Water puffeth up, (welleth and
putrificth as a Grain of Corn, taking
the nature living and vegetable, therefore
for this caufe this Water isin this fence
called by the Philofophers their Leaven,
for as Leaven caufeth Paft to {well ,
o this fermenteth the body, and cau(eth
1t to tumefie and puff up s it is alfo called
venom,for as venom caufeth fwellhng, (o
this Water by its reiteration unceflantly
upon our body. -

This




10 - AnExpofition upon
- This operation is unceflant from the
firlt incitation of the matter, even until
compleat putrefaction; for the Toad
doth always fend forth His exhalations
(being rather called the Zyon,) till he be -
over-come in part: and then when the
Body begins a little to put on the Nature
of the Water, and the Water of the
Body, then it is compared to two Dra-
gons, one winged, and the other without
wings : and laftly when that (tinking
Earth appears,which Hermes calls hisZer-
ra Foliata, or Earth of Leaves, then itis
moft- properly called the Toad of the
Earth' s from the firlt excitation, éver to
the laft of this putrefaction : which exha-
lations are at the beginning for a time
White,and afrerwards become Yellowifh,
Blewifh, and Blackiih,(from the virulency
of the matter) which exhalations hourly
¢ondenfing, and ever and anon running
down like little veinsindtops, do entet
the Body marveloufly, and the more it
18 entred’s“the more it fwélls and pufis
Efp, till atlength it be compleatly putre
ed. ' _

WWith




the Viﬁan of Sir G. Rip?ey. 11

With drops of poyfoned fiveat, approach-
ng thus his fecret Den.

THE tollowing two Verfes then are
but a more Ample deftription of
this work 3 of volatization which is
an afcenfion,  and defcenfion, or cir-
culation ' of the confe@ions within
the Glafs. Which Gla here called
the fecret Den, is elfe-where called by
the fame Author, a little Glafien-tun,
and is ‘an ovall Veflel 5 of the purelt
White Glafs; about the bighef$ of an or-
dinary Hen-Egg, 'in the which about the
quantity of'an ounce of 8 drachss of the
confettion, in'all mixed is'a convenient
proportion to be fet, which being, Seal'd
upWwith Hermres Seal, the Gl having a
neck “about 6 fingers high'}' or' there-
abouts, which being thin and narrows;
is melted together Artificially| that no
Spirits éanr getout norno Ajr €an come
in, i which relpetitis iamed a feeret
BRe Vo1 i, id o]
“Alfo 1t is calleéd ‘a fecret'Den; becaufe
ofF the fecretnelz of Afhes or Sand, in

which




12 An Expofition #pon
which in a Philofophical Athanor it i
fet; the doores being firmly {but up, and
a profpet left to look inby a Window,
cither toopen alittle; as much as iscon-
venient fomfetintes; as occalion requires,
or elfe with Glafs put 1nto it, to admit
the view of the Artilts together with a
light at hand to {hew the colours.

His Cave with blafts of fumons Air, be
all bewhited then.

tich Glaf, Neft; and Furnmace

being thus fecretly ordered, the
Artift muft in the firft place expelt, to
be in Prifon 4 long time, as B ernard Tre-
vifan (aith, forthe Concave of this {ecret
place, will be fo bewhited with-the
fumes which afcend, that an Artift , tules
his work more by skill and reafon; .or
the eye of the mind, thert of the Body,

for the Spirits arifing like a fmoak, or

Wind , {ticketh to the Concave of the
Glafs, whichis above thie Sand or Afhes,

and there by degrees, there grow dlglfs
pay.

which Tun down and moiften the B
below, and reduce

as much as they cap.
of

e,
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the Vifion of Sa G. Ripley. 13
of the fixed, and fo the Body by the

Water, and the Water by the Bod y alter
their colours.

Aund from the which in fpace 2 Goldes
Elumonr did enfye.
IN fo muchthat atlength, the whole
Vellel will {eem as though 'it were all
over gilded with Gold,for the exhalations
wiil be Yellow, whichis a fign of true Co-
pulation of our Man & Woman together,
but before this Yellow, and with it there
will be anobfcuring of the White bright-
nefs of the Fume, with mixture of Co-
lours, Dark, obfcure and Blewith: :

_ The f{pace is not long, for all the
{everal pafiages are confpicuous before
4o days; forin that (pace from thefe Co-
lours , are demonfirating Signs of Cor-
ruption and Generation,which is given us
by the biting , and fiery: Nature of our -
pontick Waters, and the refiftance of
our Bodiess in which Fight the Body
is over-come , and killed, and dy-
ing vyields thefe Colours: which is a
Sign'that the Eagles now are getting the

B Maftery,
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Maftery; and that our Lyon hath ‘alf®
alittle infeéted them with his Carcafs ,
which they begin to prey upon. This
Operation is by Ingenious Artilts called
Extraction of Natures, and Separatron,
for the Tinture begins now to be [epa-
rated from the Bmin Alfo Reduction
to the firft matter 5 which 1s Sperm or
Seed, which by reafonrof its double Na-
ture, is compared to two Dragons. 1
{hall not enlarge in this Vifion, but briefly
unfold what is briefly laid down.

IWhofe falling drops fron high did
Srain the foylwith ruddy bue.

Hefe colours of the Mereury,do affect

the (ubfident fixed Body, with {uta-

‘ble coloursand the Bodies from thefe ex-
halations,be Tincted witha ruddy colour,
which Flamel exprefleth to this purpofe,
that thefe twoNatures,or Dragons do bite
one another very cruellys and never
leave from the time they have fcifed one
-upon another; till by their {lavering
‘Venom , and mortal hurts, they be all
of a gore bloud, and thenbeing ftewed
m




the Vifion of Sir G. Ripley. 1

in their own Venom; are changed into
a fifth Effence.

And when his Corps the force of witil
breath began to lack.

Ut before the fenovation of thefe
B Natures, they muft in the fift place
pals through the Eclipfe, both of the Sun
and Moon and the darknefs of Purgatory,
which is the Gate of Blacknefs, and after
that they fhall be renovated with the light
of Paradife. _ | _
This Allegorically is called Death, for
as a man’ will refift violence, which in-
trencheth upon his life as long as he can,
but if his Enemies are many and mighty,
at length they grow too mighty for ‘him,
and he begins to fail both in ftrength and
courage, and (0 PalenefS, the Harbinger
of Death, doth ftand asit were on his lips,
{o our Body or Man the Suz, likea ftrong
Champion, doth refift long, till he be
wounded, and bleed as it were al! over,
and then dies, “at whofe death backne(®
doth begin toappear, as of old the Ra-
vens were foretéllers of Mans death ap-
B 2 proachs




16 An Expofition upon
—proaching ¢ for this Reiteration of Ro-
tation of the Influences of the Heaven of
it, together with Heat ftill drying up
and foaking i the Moifture as faft as it
falls, bringsit at laft naturally to die and
corrupt, as any other thing doth.

And then the Corps begin to lack
breath 3 that is, the Fumes beginto ceafe :
for with oft afcending and defcending the
Spirits are fomewhat fixed, and turned
into Powder or Duft, and are now ia the
bottom of the Vefel, drawing falt to Pu-
trefaction : Nor do they for a time aftend,
but remain below. _

Wherefore govern your Fire, that
your Spirits be not {o exalted, and climb
{0 high that the Earth want them, and
they return no more : For this Opera-

tion is, as Morien faith, a drawing out
of Water from the Earth, and again a re-
turning of the fame to the Earth, fo of-
ten and fo long till the Earth putrefie.

T his
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This dying Toad became forthwith like .Coal
Jor colour black.

: THE is the final end of the Combat,

torherein in this Earth of Leayes all
are reconciled, and final Peace is made s
and now one Nature embraceth another,
In no other form but .in the fora of a
Powder impalpable, and inno other co-
lour but black of the blackeft.

From henceforth Natures are united,
and boil and bubble together like melted
Pitch, and change their forms one into
another.  Take heed therefore left 1A=
ftead of Powder Black of . the Blackelt,
which is the Crows Bill, you have an un-
profitable dry half red Precipitate, O-
range-coloured, which is a certain fign -
of the Combuftion of Flowers, or Ver-
tue of the Vegetative Sced. On this
very Rock I have fiumbled, and do there-
fore warn you, '

B3 Thus

\
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Thus drowued in bis proper Veins of poy-
foned Flood.

IT appears by all that hath been faid,
and by‘“the undoubted Teftimony of
all Philofophers who have been Eye-wit-
nefles to this Truth, that the work 1s not
fo tedious, nor {o chargeable, but that in
the fimple way of Nature the Maftery 1s
to be attained: for when-once the true
body is Impafted with its true Leven, it
doth calcine it {elf, and diffolve it {elf for
the diffolution of the Body into a black
and changeable coloured Water, which
is thefign of egretlion of the Tintture,
is the Congelation of the Spirits 1nto this
towelt Period of Obfcurity, which is this
Black Powder like unto Lamp-Black, this
15 the Complement of Eclipfation, which
Conttition begins foon after the Colours,

Yellowifh, Blewifh, &

Fo
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For term of Fighty Days and Four ke
. rotting ﬂaad-. | bt e

T-His Calcination begins with thefe Va-
# riations in Colour about the two
and fortieth day, or fiftieth at the far-
theft, in a good Regimen : After which
comes putrefying Corruption, like to the
Scum of boiling bloody Broath or melted
Pitch 5 but Blackne(s in part, #s wit, Su-
perficial, begins about the fortieth day
after the {tirring up of the matter, in cafe
of right Progre(s and Regimen -of the
Fire, or about. the fiftieth at fartheft.
But thisdrowning of him in his own Poy-
fon,, and ftewing him in his own Broath,
is the intire Blackne(s and Cimmerian ut-
ter Darknefs of compleat Rottennefs,
which according, to the Author, is for
the fpace of ecighty four days. This
time .1s not certainly agreed upon by
Authors : But in this they all agree, they
prefcribe {0 long time until the Com-
plement. One writes, That this Blackeft
Black indures a long time, and is not de-
ftroyed in lefS than frve months. Another

. B 2 writes,
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waites, That the Kin when he enters inio

bis Bath pulls off bis Robe, and gives
it to Saturn, frome whom be receives a
Black Shirt, which be keeps forty two
days : And indeed it is two and
forty days before he put on this Black
Shire inftead of his Golden Robe;
that is, be defttoyed as touching his So-
lary Qualities, and become inftead of
Fixt, Citrine, Terrene, and Solid, a Fu-
gitive, Black, Spiritual, Watery, and
Flegmatick Subftance : But Putridne(s
begiﬂ_s not il the firft Forms be put
off ; for [0 long as the Body may be
reduced into its former Nature, it 15
not ' yet well ground ‘and jmbibed :
grind therefore and imbibe, till thou
fee ' the Bodies to become no ‘Bodies,
but a Fume and Wind, and then cit*
culating for a feafon, thou fhalt fee
them (etdde and purrifie. L
Saturz then will hold the Earth, which
is Occidental, Retentive and Autumnial,
inthe Weft 5 then proceed to the North,
where Mercnry holdeth the - Water,
where the Matter is Watery and Fleg-
matick, and 1t is Winter, ang the North
ok 8 = " expule
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the Vifion of Sir G. Ripley. a1
expulfive. Bt they who divide the
Operation into Satwn’s Rule, and after
him (ucceeding Fupiter, aferibe to Sa-
turz the whole of Putridnefs, and to
Fupiter the time of _variety of Co-
louts. After Fupiter, ‘who holds but
twenty or two.and twenty days, comes
Luna, the third Perfon, bright and fair,
and {hie holds twenty good days, fome-
times two over and above : In this
Computation it is good to comt from
the fortieth or fiftieth day of the fir
beginning of thé Stone, to the four-
teenth or fixteenth day of * Fypisay's
Reign, wherein in the wathing of . 7.-
fon ‘there is ftill Blacknefs, though mj-
xed with variety of gay Colours, which
amounteth to' the fum of days allowy-

ed by the Author in Putrifaction, " to
wit, Eighty four days. Accounting
intire Blacknefs, with Augurellys , ‘after
four times eleven’ days and  nights,
which make four and forty : Or, a-
cording to another Philofopher, which
faith, In the firft Fifty Days there ap-
pears the Triue Crow, _k;_m:fy after it iz
Lhreefeare and Ten Dayes the White




32 A Expofition upon
Doves and afier in Fourfeore and Ten
Diys the Tyrian Colour.' <111 1 -.

By Tryal ihen this Venone to expel 1 did
. defire | AR R

For which 1did commit bis Carcafs to a
_ gentle Fire. | -

Which done, a Wonder - %o the ﬁgf:t, but
“ztore o be rebearfts
The Toad with Colonrs rare-throngh every
fide was -pierc d. | |

And white appeard whew all the fundry
“hews mere paft 5

Which. after being tinited, ruddy  for ever:
., more did: lafl " 5 <ot 5 f

‘Ghall add my own Sentence: Mix
" thy two Natures well, and if thy
matter be pure,- both the Body, and the
Water, and the internal Heat of - thy
Bath ag it ought to be, and. the exter-
nal Fire gentle, and not violent 5 . yet {0
that the Matter may circulate, the Spi-
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the Vifion of Sir G.Ripley. a3

ritual Nature on the Corporal, in fix
and forty on fifty days expect the be-
ginning of intire Blacknef§; and after
fix and fifty days more, or fixty, ex-
pet the Peacocks Tayl, and Colours
of the Rainbow ; and after two and
twenty days more, or four and: twen-
ty, expect Luna perfect, the Whitelt
White, which will grow more and more
glorious for the (pace of twenty days,
or two and twenty at the moft :  Af
ter which, in " a little more increafed
Fire, expe the Rule of Vengs for the’
fpace of forty days, or two and forty s
and after it the Rule of Mars twe and
forty days more : and after him the:
Rule of Sol flavus forty days, or two:
and forty :. And then in a moment

comes the Tyrian Colour, thefparkling

Red, the fiery Vermilion,and Red Poppy

of the Rock, « 1w x AOIRILRO
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Then of the Venom bandled ghns a Medi-
cine I did make,
Which Venowm killsy and [qveth fuch as

Venom chance to take. '

Hus omely by Decodtion thef= Na-
L tures are chanzed and altered fo
wonderfully to this, blefed Tintture,
which expellech all Poyion, though it
(elf were a deadly Poyfon before the
Preparation , yet afteric 15 the Ballam
of Nature, expelling all Difeafes, and
cutting them off as it were with one
Hook, all that are acexdental to Hu-
mang frail Body, which is svonder-
ful. :

Glory'be to Him the Grantor.of fuch fecret
Ways 3 , -

Dominion and Honour bothy with Worfbip
and with Praife.  Amen,

Ow GOD only is the Difpenfer

of thefe glarious Myfteries: I

have been a true Witnefs of Nature
unto thee, and I know that I write
| true,
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the Vifion of Sir G, Ripley: 28
true, and all Sons of Art fhall by my
Writings know that I am a Fellow.
Heir with them of this Divine Skill.
To the Ignorant I have wrote o plain
as may be, and more I had written if
the Creator of all things had given me
larger Commiffion. Now to Him alone,
as 1s due, be all Honour, and Power,
and Glory, who made all things, and
giveth knowledge to whom he lifteth of
his Servauts, and conceals where he
pleafeth : To Him be aferibed, as due is,
all Service and Honour. And now,Bro-
ther, whoever enjoyeth this rare Bleffing
of God, improve all thy {trength to do
him fervice with it, for he is worthy of
it, who hath created all things, and for
whofe fake they were and are created.

The End of Sir Geor e Ripley’s Vifion,
Canor of Bridlington,




A Art. Birriys hath publilhed  three
1. Treatifesof this' Authors 1 La-
tin, ( but without the Name Philale-
thes ) n the lalt of jwhich, entituled Fozs
Chymice Philofophie, 'was left out one
whole Chapter, called Porta Trima de
Calcinatione Philofophica; with fome other
defelts mentioned by Morbafius. in his
Epiltle de Metallorum Tranfrutatione, pag.
145. which Chapter I having by me, and
finding a2 void Page or two like to pafs in
this Sheet, I thought it would neither be
amifs, nor improper, nor unwelcome to
the World, with this Piece of the {ame
Author to publifh it, for fatisfaction to
the Hermetical Students, and to prevent
the lofs thereof.

#. C. Bibliop.

Porta
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Porta Prima. ;
Dé Calcinatione Philofophica.

<Alcindtio lapidem noftram purgat, ca-
lovem naturalem restituit , humoris
nibil radicalis destruit, debitam La-
pidi folutionems inducit 5 cautio et
ut Philofephicey non valgariter fiat, Salibus aut
Sulpbure wvarie praparatis, &c. Quicunque
itague Calcinare cupiunt , tantifper ab hoc
opere defistant ulque quo nostram melins Calci-
nationems intelligant.  Deftruit  fignidem Cor-
pora Calcinatio omnis, lapidis humorem minu~
ens, wos quogue calces omneg aridas reprobamus ;
humiditatem figuidem radicalems calcinands an-
gemus, nullam minusmns, Nos vero in calci-
nando naturam nature ([we) Comnjungimus ; utpote
fimile [imili gandet, hoc [iguis negant Péu's'n_/{:‘pﬁi
nomzine dignus non erit, nec ullam unquamex [cri-
ptis noffris (nam eanon intelligit) frultum percs-
piet. Natura itague Naturam applices  uti
ratio poftulat: ommnia fignidem hoc a Natura ha-
bent, ut fimile fibi generet fimile. Ex Homine Ho-
70, ex Leone Leo generatur, ita quidvis propria
[ua Natura primo Calcinatur. Hoc difcas, &
frauttum inde percipere ne dubites,

Calces
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Calces itaque mmitwofas facimus, cim albas,
t1ms rbras, qud mon wifitvibus §radibiusperficisn-
tur 5 cera adinfbar fludewnt, aliter reprobande 5
nee nifi anno perficiuntnr s - ut fine fuco tingunt. De

ondere vero imprimis cavendum 5 utpote in quo
hallucinari [it contingens : m €10 operam perdas,
& oleum, Calcinatur Corp#s Mercurio ita [nbti-
li fafto, in gwo fit pars nna gualitaris Solaris, bi-
sna Lunaris #fque dum totnem core liguide inftar
[imul fieat. :

Argeas de in Solarem in Mercitrio qualitatens
ut fint quatnor ejis pArtes dsa Lundris; fic ad Tri-
nitatss fignrans opus ncipia. Tres parres corpo-
745, tres [pirites & ad wnitatem com lendam,
pars uza fit (ubftantic (piritualis plus ubftantia
cprporali. Raymunds Te[timonio hoc comp) oba-
tur fignis ibi proportioncrs quarat idem mhi de~
sonftravit Doflor ., Baconus autem ires Spiritus
partes ad undm Corporis accepit, multas noites
snfommes ‘agebam : [ed vernm. wirumqye elige

guem velis; moaAnm.
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