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To my Worthy and Learned Friend,
Dr. WALTER POPE,

Late Proétor of the Univerfity of

OXFORD:.

S IR,
Know not what pleafure you could take in be-
{towing your Commands fo unprofitably, uns
lefs it be that for which Nature fometimes
cherifhes and allows Monfters, The love of Vari-
ety. ‘This onely delight you will receive by tur-
ning over this rude and unpolifht Copy, and com-
paring it with my excellent Patterns, the Greek
and Latin. By this you will fee how much a no-
ble Subjet is changed and disfigured by an il
hand, and what reafon Alexander had to forbud
his Picture to be drawn but by fome celebrated
Pencil. In Greek Thucidides fo well and fo lvely
exprefles it, that I know not which is more 2 Po-
em, his defeription, or that of Lucretius. "Though
it muft be faid, that the Hifforian had a vail ad
vantage over the Poer ; He having been prefent
on the place, and affaulted by the difeafe himfelf,
had the horrour familiar to his Eyes, and all th
¥ % {hapes
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Ihe Epifile Dedicatory.

fhapes of the mifery flill remaining on his mind,
which muft needs make a great imprefiion on his
Pen and Fancy. Whereas the ‘Poet was forced to
allow his fi 1{)[;1'-“:;;m and onely work on that mat-
ter he allowed him. This I {peak, Lecaufe it may
in fome meafure too excufe my own defects: For
being fo far removed from the place:whereon the
difeafe acted his Traged ly'; and time having de-
nied us many of the C Mam“ ances, Cuftoms of
the Country, and other 1 nall things which would
be of great ufe to any one who did intend to be
ern;Li on the Subject ; lﬁf:mm onely writing by
an Ildea (}f that which T never yet faw, nor care
to feel, (being not of the humour of the Pain-
ter in ‘111* ff'm,: ‘wis[ Y, Who thruft “himfelf into

he midft m( a Ti ight, that he might the better de-
lineate it. ) Having, I fay, all thefe difad vantages,
and many more, for which [ muft onely blame
my felf, it canr 10t be expected that I (hould come
near Uquiiihuj him, in whom none of the contrary
advantages were w anting.  Thus then, Sir, by
emboldning me to thi S rafh attempt, you have
given opj porty nity to the Greek and Latine to tri-
umph over our Mother Tongue. Yet 1 would not
have the honour of the Countries or Languages
engaged in the comparifon, but that the inequa-
I:t} thould reach no farther than the A Authours.

Jut I have much reafon to fear the _mﬂ indigna-
tion of that excellent perfon], ( the prefent Or-
nament and Honour of our Nation) whofe way

ey
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of writing I imitate : For he may think himfelf

as much [ﬂJUHd by my iLJ]ld'nil'IW him, as were
the Heavens by that bold man’s counter f{_‘.LIIlT"I% the
facred and urunlml[nu noife of Thunder by the
found of Brafs and Horfes hoofs. I fhall onely
fay for my felf that I took Cicero’s advice, who
bids us in imitation, propofe the Nobleit patter:
to our thoughts ; for o we may be fure to be rai-
led above the common Level, though we con
infinitely fhort of vhat we aim at. Yet I] 10}-?
that renos an:d Poet will have none of my Crimes
any way refle&t on himfelf; for it was not any
fault in thL excellent Mufician, 1;11'1[ the weak
Bird, indeavouring by firaining 'La throat, to fol-
low his ‘-\{:iu deftroy’d her felf in the .iﬁ.{:l"n}?‘f.
Vell, Sir, by this, that I have chofen rather to
1'}:(}1'[\: m 1 felf than to be dif 1L::=du:11t you may
guefs with what zeal and hazard 1T flrive to ap-

i1

prove “1- felf,

S I R,

Tour moft Humble and

Affeltionate Servant 4

THO., SPRAT.
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Thucydides,

LIB. 1L
Asitisexcellently Tranflated by Mr Hobbs.

fians, and their Confederates, with two thirds

of their Forces, as before, invaded Attica, un-
der the Conduét of Archidamus, the Son of Zeuxida-
mas, King of Lacedemon, and after they had en-
camped themfelves, wafted the Country about them.

They had not been many days in Attica, when the

Plague firft began amongft the Athenians, faid alfo to
have [eized formerly on divers other parts, as about
Lemnos, and elfewhere ; but fo great a Plague, and
Mortality of men was never remembred to have hap-
ned in any place before. For at firft, neither were
the Phyficians able to cure it, through ignorance of
what it was, but dyed fafteft themfelves, as being
the men that moft approached the fick 3 nor any other
Art of man availed whatfoever. Al fupplications to
the Gods, and enguiries of Oracles, and whatfoever
other means they ufed of that kind proved all unpro-

IN the very beginning of Summer, the Peloponne-

fitable ; infomuch as Jubdued with the grf?arﬁﬁﬁ of

the evil, they gave them all over. It began ( by
report ) firft, in that part of Athiopia that lieth
upon Agypt, and thence fell down into AGypt and

A 4 Africk,
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A frinly :
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the King, It invaded Athens ona fudden, and touched
i *,.r*“ e’f’!fﬁf! thofe that n"'nrf“ i PH"LLH ziif omuch a

they up.;rhrf that the E’ut}p:mntf'am bad c. ,fr I’m -
for into their Wells ; }‘rr; Springs there were 7 any

o
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placg. But L.J"h Fiv us n"n (b came up into -'"'-'_1
b 4
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LI City, and " then they dyed a great deal faft Fer,
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the ground rrf Hugfﬂ-:.t;.:,u, whence it [prung, and

5 S

J‘w T _! 'L.';ff £y ,f'{ h.hf}'.’.-’-. + aeie to P}‘f.'re HCE fﬂ E{;J gar .:ui'.aff’r:‘-
r ?.—".Hw ';pr,n: ;;'.:‘f‘ﬁrrif.f.-‘f: to bis own i‘:‘mi""wﬂ"‘f : fﬂf‘ my
own part, I will deliver but the manner of if, and
lay open onely fuch things, as ene may take kbis Mark

fj" 1o n{fmu.r the Jf;uh f,r It coime .;l'l:f}r".-i’ fuf.,';;,-rr

&

;‘.'f n both ,-"sm of it my f’?j and feen other fick ﬂ_f
toe [ame., This year £|. {r’.fx.l"“’ [0 fJ‘ all m ieH, Wwas .r;lr'
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4 other, for cther difea) .5, moft free and health-
ful.  If any map were fick f).,rf.i'{" his difeafe tur-
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vitlfton, and in fome ceafed quickly, but in others was
long before it gave over. Their bodies outwardly to
the touch, were neither very hot nor pale, but red-
difk, livid, and beflowred with little Pimples and
Whelks; but fo burned i;f.'r:;u'.ff{ Y, as #ot to endure any
the lighteft cloaths or linen garment to be upon themnor
any thing but mere nakeduefs, but rather, moft willing-
lyto have caft themfelves into the cold water. And
}mr;;y ¢f them that were not looked to, poffeffed with
tnfatiate thirfl, ran unto the Wells 3 and to drink
wuch, or little, was indifferent, being ftill from eafe
and power to fleep a5 far as ever. As loug as the
difeafe was at the beight, their bodies wafted not,
but refifted the torment beyond all expectation, info-
much as the moft of them either died of their imvard
zim-;.emg in nine or [even days, whilft they had yet
firength; or if they efcaped that, then rhe difeafe
fading down into their bellies, and ﬂ';f:’:".":';h:;z there
greqt exulcerations and immoderate loofenefs, they
died many of them afterwards through weaknefs :
For the difeafe ( which took Jirjt twe head ) tf‘*t"r.;;f?;;
above, and came down, and palfed through the whole
body ;5 and he that overcame the worft of it, was yet
marked with the lofs of his extreme parts ; for break-
ing out both at their Privy members, and ar their
Fingers and Toes, many with the lofs of thefe efcaped.
T here were alfo fome that loft their I yes, and many
that prq;,’;'m‘s_:’y upon their recovery were taken with
Sfuch an oblivion of all things whatfoever, as i hey nein

] iy i i o e - el ‘
rther Knew E':‘_I-:,'f?y(:, ives nor their a qaaintance. For
this was a kind of ficknefs which far Jurmounted alf

expreffion

e
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exprefiion of words, and both exceeded bhumane nature
in the cruelty wherewith it bandled each one, and ap-
peared alfo otherwife to be none of thofe difeafes that
are bred ;zma:j}g[} us, and that efpecially by this. For
all, both Birds and Beafts, that ufe to feed on Hu-
mane flefb, though many men lay abroad unburied, ei-
ther came not at them, or tafting perifbed. An Ar-

ument whereof as touching the Birds, is the manifeft
deffﬁ of fuch Fowl, which were not then (een, neither
abour the Carkalfes, or any where elfe but by the
Dogs, becaufe they are familiar with Men, this effect
was [een much clearer. So that this Difeafe (to paf§
over many ftrange particulars of the accidents that
[{}'am others) was in general fuch

fome had differently
as I have [bewn ; and for other ufuall fickneffes, at that

time, no man was troubled with any. Now they died,
fome for want of attendance, and fome again with all
the care and Phyfick that could be ufed. Nor was
there any, to fay, certain Medicine, that applied muft
bave belped them ; for if it did good to one, it did
barm to another ; wor any difference of Body for
ftrength or weaknefS that was able to refift it ; but it
carried all away what Phyfick foever was adminiftred.

But the greateft miferyof allwas the dejectionof Mind

in fuch as found themfelves beginning to be fick, ( fo-

they grew prefently defperate, and gave themfelves

over without making any refiffance ) as alfo their dy-
ing thus like Sheep, #n ected by mutual vifitation :

For if wmen forbore to vifit them for fear, then they

died forlorn, whereby many Famslies became empty, for

want of (uch as fkould take care of them. If they fr--

ore
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bore not, then they died themfelves, and principally
the honefteft men. For out of fhame they would nos
[pare themfelves, but went in unto their Friends, e-
[pecially after it was come to this pafs, that even their
Domefticks wearied with the Lamentations of them
that died, and overcome with the greatnefs of the
Calamity, were no longer moved therewith. But thofe
that were recovered, had much compaffion both on them
that died, and on them that lay fick, as having both
known the mifery themfelves, and now no more fubjel
to the like danger : For this difeafe never took any
man the fecond time [0 as to be mortal. And thefe men
were both by others counted bappy, and they alfo them-
felves, through excefs :}f prefent joy, conceivedakind
of light hope never to die of any other fickne[s hereaf-
ter. Befides the prefent affiiilion, the reception of
the Country People, and of their Subflance into the
City, oppreffed both them, and much more the peo-
ple themfelves that fo came in. For having no
Floufes, but dwelling at that time of the year in fHi-
fling Bootks, the Mortality was now without all form ;
and dying men lay tumbling one upon another in the
Sereets, and men balf dead about every Conduit through
defire of water. 1he Temples alfo where they dwelt
in Tents, were all full of the dead that died withix
them; for oppreffed with the violence of the Calamity
and not knowing what to doe, Men grew carelefs, both
of Holy and Prophane things alike. And the Laws
which' they formerly ufed touching Yunerals, were alf
wow broken ; every one burying where he could find
room. And many for want of things neceflary, after
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fo miany deaths before,were forced to become impudent
in the Funerals of their Friends. For when one had
made a Funeral Pile, awother, getting before him,

would throw on his dead and grve it jfrrf. And when”

one was in burning, another would come and having
caft thereon him whom be carried, go his way again.
And the ¢ great licentioufnefS, w frfrfv p.f{[n in other kinds
was ufed in the City, began at firft from this difeafe.
For. that which a man before would diffemble, and
not acknowledge to be done for wvoluptuonfnefs; he
dur(t now doe freely, feeing before his eyes fuch quick
revolution, of the Rich dying, and men worth wo-
thing ffffrf*?.:' ing their eftates; infomuch as they jus
fh,fc*ré' a fg:“urf} fruition of fffw r:f.-:wfj, ven for their
pleafure as Men that .?’Hcf.!f’ff!r they beld their Lives

bat by the day. As for pains, no man was forward "

in any action of I lonour, to take any, becaufe they
thought it uncertain whether they fhould die or not
.fr’uu, they atchieved if. But n.{:' I1Eoany man knew
to be deligh fju.fi" and to ke profitable to pleafure,
that'sbas made both p:rr’;?.ﬂﬂf and honourable. Nei=
ther the f“.,r of the Geods, nor Laws of men, awed
any mai " Not the former, becaufe they concluded it
was alike to wor fhip or not n*’rfﬁfp, from feeing that a-
like “'U m ;fnﬁu d : Nor the latter, becaufe noman
expected that bis life w Jm*'.rf! i till be received punifb-
ment ff hiy Crimes r’;.r fud ff.v..- ent. But f:"{i} Iﬁ’ﬁﬁguf
there was wow aver their heads fome  far greater
_3‘—;'.‘4'?:';‘;?;*.; nt decreed againft them ; before which. fell,
they thought to enjoy fome little f-',rﬂf of their Lives.
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X HE

PLA(‘UE

ATHEI\

I
U’\ 1appy Man! by Nature made to fiy ay,

lnd yet is every Creatures prey,

Deftroy’d by thofe that fhould his power obe

Of the whole World we call Maxn- {mr’thg, Lords,

Flatt’ring our felves with mighty words ;
Of all things we the Mc}mm his are,
And fo we rule, and fo we domineer ;
HI meturu elfe about us ‘limi
fome Pratorian Band,
L:J guard, to help, and to dfru‘ld
Yet they fometimes prove Enemies,
Sometimes againft us rife ;
Our very Guards rebell, and ty mnmfﬁ
Thoufand Difeafes fent L_} Fate,
(Unhappy fervants!) on us wait ;
A thoufand Irumtnca W 1thu1
Are laid weak Life to w in ;
Huge Troops of Maladies wit! lout,
(A grim, a meagre, and a dreadfull rout ')
’ Somme formal Sie; g€s make,
And with fure flownefs L[ﬂ our B ries take

s S
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Some with quick violence ftorm the Town,
And all in 2 moment down :
Some one peculiar Fort affail,
Some by general attempt prevail.
Small Herbs, alas, can onely us relieve,
And fmall is the affiftance they can give;
How can the fading Off-fpring of the Field
Sure health and fuccour yield 2
What ftrong and certain remedy ?

What firmand lafting life can oursbe>  (die?
When that which makes us live doth ev’ry Winter

IL

Nor isthis all, we do not onely breed
Within our felves the fatal feed
Of change, and of decreafe in ev'ry part,
Head, Belly, Stomach, and Root of Life £ Heart, |
Not onely have our Autumn when we muft ,
Of our own Nature turn to Duft,
When leaves and fruit muft fall ;
But are expos’d to mighty Tempefts too,
Which doe at once what that would flowly doe,
Which throw down Fruit and Tree of Live withall: |
From ruine we in vain |
Our bodies by repair maintain,
Bodies composd of ftuff,
Mouldring and frail enough;
Yet from without as wellgwe fear

A dangerous and deftructfull War,
From: |
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From Heaven, from Earth, from Sea, from Air.
We like the Roman empire fhould decay,
And our own force would melt away
By the inteftine jar
Of Elephants, which on each other prey,
The Cefars and the Pompeys which within we bear :
Yet are (like tha? in danger too
Of foreign Armies, and external foe,
Sometimes the Gozbifb and the barbarous rage
Of Plague or Peftilence attends Man’s age,
Which neither Force nor Arts aflwage ;
Which cannot be avoided or withftood,
But drowns and overruns with unexpected Flood.
I1L.
On Zthigpia, and the Southern Sands,
The unfrequented Coafts, and parched Lands,
Whither the Sun too kind a heat doth fend,
(The Sun, which the worft Neighbour is,and thebeft
Hither a mortal influence came, (FriendY
A fatal and unhappy flame,
Kindled by Heavens angry beam.
With dreadfull frowns, the Heavens feattered here
Cruel infectious heats into the Air,
Now all their ftores of poyfon fent,
Threatning at once a general doom,
Lavifht out all their hate, and meant
In future Agesto be innocent,

Not to difturb the World for many years to come:.
Hold! Heavenshold! Why fhould your facred
Which doth to all things Life inf pire, (Fire,

By
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By whofe kind beams you bring
Each year on every thing,
A new and glorious Spring,
Which doth th’Original {eed
Of all things in the womb of Earth that breed,
With vital heat and quick’ning feed,
Why fhould you ‘now that here employ,
The Earth, thé Air, the Fields, the Cities to annoy?
That which before reviv'd, why fhould it now de-
(ftroy:
IV.
(grown,
Thofe Africk Defarts {trait were double Defarts
The rav'nous Beafts were left alone,
The rav’nous Beafts then firft began
Topity their old enemy Man,  (felveshave done.
And blam’d the Plague for what they would them-
Nor {taid the cruel evil there,
Nor could be long confin'd unto one Air,
Plagues prefently forfake
The Wildernefs which they themfelves do make:
Away the deadly breaths their journey take,
Driven by a mighty wind,
They a new booty and frefh forrage find,
The loaded wind went {wiftly on,
And as it paft was heard to figh and groan.
On Zgypt next it feized,

Nor could but by a general ruine be appeasd
Agypt inrage back on the Southdid look, (ftroke,
And wondred thence fhould come th’unhappy

From
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From whence before her fruitfulnefs fhe took.
| Egypt did now curfe and revile
| Thofe very Lands from whence fhe has her Nile ; e
Egypt now feard another Zebrew God,
Another Angel's Hand, a fecond Aaren’s Rod.

V.

Then on it goes, and through the facred Land
Its angry Forces did command,
But God did place an Angel there,
Its violence to withitand,
And turn into another road the putrid Air.
To Tyre it came, and there did all devour,
Though that by Seas might think it felf fecure:
Nor ftaid, as the great Conquerours did,
Till it had filld and ftopt the tide,
Which did it from the {hore divide,
But paft the waters, and did all oflefs,
And quickly all was Wildernefs.
Thence it did Perfia over-run,
And all that Sacrifice unto the Sun ;
In every Limb a dreadfull pain they felt,
Tortur'd with fecret coals did melt ;
The Perfians call'd their Sun in vain,
Their God increasd the pain.
They look’d up to their God no more,
But curfe the beams they worfhipped before,
And hate the very fire which once they did adore.

B Glutted
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VL
Glutted with ruine ﬂl'rlm Faft,
She took her x'. ings and down to Athens paft ;
Juft Plague! which doft no parties take,
But Greece as well as Perfra fack.
Vhile in unnatural quarrels they
(‘Like Frogs and Mice ) each other flay ;
Thou in thy raver mn claws took'ft both away.
Thither it came and did de {troy the Town,
Whilft all its Ships and Souldicrs lookt upon ;
And now the Afran | i;a;,_;.u. did more
Than all the Aftan Force couw’d doe before.
Without the Walls the Spartan Army fate,
The Spartan Army came too late;
For now there was no hrllu‘:r work fm Fate.
They faw the City open lay,
An eafie and a bootlefs prey ;
They faw the Rampires empty ftand,
The Fleet, the Walls, the Forts unmann’d.
No need of cruelty or flaughters now,
The Plague had finifh'd what they came to doe :
They might now unrefifted enter there,
Did they not the very Air,
More than th’ Athenians fear.
The Alr it felf to them was Wall, and Bulwarks too.

VIL
Unhappy Athens ! it is true thou wert
The proudeft work of Nature and of Art :
Learning




Learning and ﬂrmrfth did thee compofe,
As lr.ml and liml} us :
| But yet thou onely thence art made
| A nobler prey for Fates t’ invade.
| Thofe mighty numbers that within thee breath,
| Do :)m,l}e ferve to make a fatter feaft for Death.
| Death in the moit frequented places lives,
| Moft tribute from the croud receives ;
| And though it bears a figh, and feems to own
| A ruftick life alone:
| [t loves no Wildernefs,
| No fcatter'd Villages,
But mighty populous i‘al 1ces,
The Throng, the Tumult, and the Town ;
What ftrange unheard-of C ohquerour is rl‘ns
Which by thﬁ Forces that refift it doth increafe !
When other Conquerours are
Obliged to make a flower War,
Nay fometimes for themfelves may fear,
And muft proceed with watchfull care,
When thicker troops of encmies appear ;
This ftronger ftill, and more fuccefstull grows,
Down fooner all before it throws S,
If greater multitudes of men do it oppofc

VIIL

The Tyrant firft the Heaven did fubdue,
Lately the .r‘f:‘ﬁf'ﬁ’m‘m:r (1t knew )

=il |
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Themf{elves by wooden Walls did fave,
And therefore firft to them th'infection gave,

Left they new fuccour thence receive.
Cruel Pyraus ! now thou haft undone,

‘The honour: thou before hadft won:

Not all thy Merchandize,

Thy Wealth, thy Treafuries,

Which trom all Coafts thy Fleet fupplies,

Can to attone this crime fuffice.

Next o'er the upper Town it {pread,

With mad and undifcerned fpeed ;

In every corner, every ftreet,

Without a Guide did fet its feet,

And too familiar every houfe did greet.
Unhappy Greece of Greece! great Thefeus now

Did thee a mortal injury doe,

When firft in Walls he did thee clofe,
When firft he did thy Cities reduce,
Houfes, and Government, and Laws to ufe.
It had been better if thy Pecple {till

Difperfed in fome field or hill,

Though falvage and undifciplin'd did dwell,

Though barbarous, untame and rude,
Than by their numbers thus to be fubdu'd;

To be by their own {warms annoy’d,

And to be civilized onely to be deftroy’d.

IX.
Minerva ftarted when fhe heard the noife,
And dying mens confufed voice.
From
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From Heaven in hafte the came to fee
What was the mighty prodigie.
Upon the Caftle Pinacles fhe fate,
And dar'd not nearer flie,
Nor mid{t fo many deaths to truft her very Deity,
With pitying look fhe faw atevery gate i
Death and deftruction wait; |
She wrung her hands and calld on Fove, "
And all the immortal Powers above ; '
But though a Goddefs now did pray, '
The Heavens refus'd, and turnd their ear away.
| She brought her Olive, and her Shield,
| Neither of thefe, alas! affiftance yield.
She lookt upon Medufa’s face, |
Was angry that the was |
Her felf of an immortal Race,
Was angry that her Gorgon's head i
Could not ftrike her as well as others dead ; 18
She fate and wept a while, and then away fhe fled. :

X.
Now Death began her Sword to whet,
Not all the Cyclops {weat,
Nor Fulcan's mighty Anvils could prepare
Weapons enough for her,
No Weapon large enough but all the Air;
Men felt the heat within ‘em rage, -
And hop'd the Air would it affwage, i
Calld for its help but the’Air did them deceive,
And aggravate the ills it thould relieve. |
B 3 The b
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The Air no more was Vital now,
But did a mortal pnyiun grow ;
The Lungs which usd to tan the Heart,
Onely now fervd to fire each part,
W hat thould refrefh increas'd the fmart,
And now+their very breath,
The chiefeft fign of life, turnd the caufe of death,

XL

Upon the Head firft the difeafe,
Asa bold Conquerour doth feize,
Begins with Man's Metropolis,
Secur'd the Capitol, and then it knew
It cou'd at pleafure wealker parts fubdue
Bloud ftarted through each eye;
The rednefs of that Skie,
Foretold a tempeft nigh.
The ,.m‘guL did flow all oer
With clotted filth and gore ;
Asdoth a Lion’s when fome innocent prey
He hath devoured and brought away :
Hoarfenefs and f{JI‘L‘; the throat did fill,
And ftopt the paffages of fpecch and l1tc,
No room was left for groans or grie
Too cruel and :mp erious ill!
Which not content to kill,
h tyrannous and dreadfull pain,
take from men the very power to complain.
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Then down it went into the breaft,
There all the feats and thops of life pofieft,
Such noyfome fmells from thence did come,
As if the ftomach were a tomb ;
No food would there abide,
Or if it did, turn'd to the enemies fide,

The very meat new poyfons to the Plague fupply’d

Next to the heart the fires came,

The heart did wonder what ufurping flame,

What unknown furnace fhoud

On its more natural heat intrude,
Strait call'd its {pirits up but found too well,

It was too late now to rebell,

The tainted bloud its courfe began,

And carried death where €’er it ran,
That which before was Nature’s nobleft Art,

The Circulation from the Heart,

Was moft deftruétfull now,

And Nature {peedier did undoe,

For that the fooner did impart

The poyfon and the {mart,

The infeGtious bloud to every diftant part.

XIIIL

The belly felt at laft its {hare,
And all the fubtile labyrinths there
Of winding bowels did new Montfters bear.
B4 Here
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Here feven Lh}'i it rul’d and fway’d,
And oftner kill'd becaufe it death {o long delay'd.
But if through ftrength and heat of age,
The Body overcame its rage,
The Plague departed as the Devil doth,
Vhen driven by Prayers away he goezh
If Prayersand Heaven do him controul,
~And it he cannot have the Soul,
Him(If out of the roof or window throws,
And will not all his labour lofe,
But takes away with him part of the houfe:
So here the v*mquiﬁfd evil took from them
Who ongite d it fome part, fome Limb;
Some loft the ufe of Hands or Eyes,
Some Armes, fome Légs, fome Thighs,
Some all their lives betore forgot,
Their minds were but one darker blot ;
Thofe various Piftures in the Head,
And all the numerous fhapes were fled ;
And now the ranfack'd memory
Languifhd in naked poverty,
Had loft its mighty treafury ;
They paft the Lethe Lake, although they did not dic.

XIV.

Whatever lefler Maladies men had,
They all' gave place and vanifhed ;
Thofe petty Tyrants fled,
And at this mighty conquerour fhrunk their head.

Fevers,
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Fevers, Agues, Palfies, Stone,
Gout, Cholick and Confumption,
And all the milder Generation,
By which Mankind is by degrees undone,

Quickly were rooted out and gones;
Men faw themfelves freed from the pain,
RLU}(‘CI but all, alas, in vain,
"T'was an unhappy remedy,

Which cur'd‘emthat they might both worfeand foon-

(erdie.

XV.

Phyficians now could nought prevail,
They the firft fpoils to the proud Victor fall,
Nor would the Plague their knowledge truft,
But fear’d their skill, and therefore flew them firft:
So Tyrants when the? would confirm their yoke,
Firft make the chiefeft men to feel the ftroke
The chiefeft and the wifeft heads, left they
Should fooneft difobey,
Should firft rebell, and others learn from them the
Noaid of herbs, or juices power, (way.
None of Apolle’s art could cure,
But helpd the plague the fpeedier to devour.
Phyfick it felt was a difeafe,
I’hyﬁci«: the fatal tortures did increafe,
Prefcriptions did the pains renew,
And Aifculapius to the fick did come,
As afterwards to Rome, (too.
In form of Serpent, brought new poyfons with hin
XVIL
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XVIL
The ftreams did wonder that fo foon
As they were from their native Mountaios gone,
They faw themfelves drunk up, and fear
Another Xerxes Army near.
Some caft into the pit the Urn,
And drink it dry at its return :
Again they drew, again they drank;
At firft the coolnefs of the ftream did thank, (burn;
But ftrait the more were fcorch'd, the more did
And drunk with water in their drinking fank :
That Urn which now to quench their thirft they
Shortly their athes fhall inclofe. (ufe,
Others into the Chryf{tal brook,
With faint and wondring eyes did look,
Saw what a ghaftly fhape themfelves had took,
Away they would have fled, but them their legs for-
Some fnatch'd the waters up, (fook.
Their hands, their mouths the cup ;
They drunk, andfound they flam’d the more,
And onely added to the burning ftore.
So have I feen on lime cold water thrown,
Strait all was to a ferment grown,
And hidden feeds of fire together run:
The heap was calm and temperate before,
Such as the Finger could indure ;
But when the moiftures it provoke,
Did rage, did fwell, did fmoke, (broke.
Did move, and flame, and burn, and ftrait to afhes
XVIL




| XVIL
| So ftrong the heat, fo ftrong the torments were,
K They like fome mighty burthen bear
I The lighteft covering of Air.
| All Sexes and all Ages do invade
| The bounds which Nature laid,
The Laws of modefty which Nature made,
The Virgins bluth not, yet uncloath'd appear,
Undrefs'd do run about, yet never fear.
The pain and the di ifeafe did now
Unwillingly reduce men to
That nakednefs once more,
Which perfect health and innocence caus'd before,
No fleep, no peace, no reft,
I'heir wandring and affrighted minds poffeft ;
Upon their fouls and eyes,
Hell and eternal horrour lies,
Unufual fhapes and Images,
Dark pictures and lciembhnrm
Of things to come, and of the World below,
O'er their diftemper'd fancies go:
Sometimes they curfe, fometimes they pray unto
The Gods above, the Gods beneath ;
Sometimes they cruelties, and fury bl'{i‘dth
Not fleep, but waking now was fifter unto death.

XVIII.
Scattered 1n Fields the Bodies lay,
The Earth call’d to the Fowls totake their Flefh away.
In
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In vain fhe calld, they come not nigh,  (buy,
Nor-would their food with their own ruine
But at full meals they hunger, pine and die.
The Vultures afar off did fee the feaft,
Rejoycd, and call'd their friends to tafte,
They rallied up their troops in hafte,
Along came mighty droves,
Forfook their young ones,and their groves
Each one his native mountain and hisneft ;
They come, but all their Carcafies abhor,

And now avoid the dead men more
‘Than weaker birds did living men before.
But if fome bolder Fowls the flefh affay,

They were deftroy’d by their own prey.
The Dog no longer bark'd at coming gueft,
Repents its being a domeftick Beaft,

Did to the Woods and Mountains hafte ;

The very Owls at Athens are

But feldom feen and rare,

The Owls depart in open day,

Rather than in infeted Ivy more to ftay.

—

XIX.

Mountains of bones and carcafles,
The Streets, the Market-place poflefs,
Threatning to raife a new Acropolis.
Here lies a Mother and her Child,
The Infant {fuck’d as yet and fmil'd,
But firait by its own food was kill'd,
There
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| There Parents hugg'd their Children laft,
| Here parting Lovers laft embrac’d,
But yet not parting neither,
They both expird and went away together.
Here Prisners in the Dungeon die,
And gain a twofold liberty,
They meet and thank their pains
Which them from double chains
Of body and of Iron free.
Here others poyfond by the fcent
Which from corrupted bodies went,
Quickly return the death they. did receive,
And death to others give ;
Themfelves now dead the Air pollute the more,
For which they others curft before,
Their bodies kill all that come near,
And even after death they all are murtherers here.

3 XX.

The Friend doth hear his Friends laft cries,
Parteth his grief for him, and dies,
Lives not enough to clofe his eyes.

The Father at his death

Speaks his Son Heir with an infe®ious breath:
In the fame hour the fon doth take

His Father’s Will, and his own make.

The Servant needs not here be flain,
To ferve his Mafter in the other world again;
They languithing together lie,
Their Souls away together fly ;

The
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The Husband gafpethand his Wife lies by,
It muft be her turn next to die,
The Husband and the Wife
"Too truly now are one, and live one life,
That couple which the Gods did entertain,
Had made their Prayer here in vain ;
No Fates in death could then dl‘.’ldt,
They muft without their privilege together both have
(dy'd.
XXI.
There was no number now of death,
The Sifters {carce ftood ftill themfelves to breath:
The Sifters now quite wearied
In cutting fingle thread,
Began at once to part whole Looms,
One firoke did give whole houfes dooms :
Now dy’d the frofty hairs,
The aged and decrepid years,
They fd and nne]y bf.!béd of Faté,
Some few m:::rnths more, but ’twas alas too latc
Then Death as if atham'd of that
A Conqueft fo degenerate,
Cut nﬁ the young and luﬂy t0o ;
The young were reckoning o’er
What happy days, what joys they had in ftore;
But Fate, ¢er they had finifh’d their account, them
The wretched Ufurer died, ({lew
And had no time to tell where he his Treafures hid,
The Merchant did behold
His Ships return with Spice and Gold ; &
To
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He faw’t, and turn’d af e his head,
Nor thank’d the Gods,but fell umidft hisriches dead

| XXIL

The Meetings and Aflemblies ceafe, no more
The People throng about the Orator,
No courfe of Juftice did appear,
No noife of Lawyers fill'd the ear,
The Senate caft away
The robe of Honour, and obey
Death’s more refiftlefs fi way,
Whilft that with Ditatorian power
Doth all the great and lefler Officers devour.
No Magiftrates did walk about ;
No Purple aw’d the Rout,
The Common people too
A Purple of their own did thew ;
And all their Bodies o'er,
The ruling colours bore,
No Judge, no Legiflators fit
Since this néw Draco came,
And harfher Laws did frame,
Laws that like his in Bloud are writ.
The Benches and the Pleading-place they leave,
About the ftreets they run and rave:
The madnefs which great Selon did of late
But counterfeit
For the advantage of the State,
Now his Succeflours do too truly imitate.
XXIII




'SCXTILL

Up farts the Souldier from his bed,
He, though death’s {ervant, is not freed,
Death him cathierd, ’caufe now his help fhe did not
He that n¢’er knew before to yield, (need.
Or to give back or leave the Field,
Would fain now from himfelt have fled.
He fnatcht his Sword now rufted o'er,
Dreadfull and {parkling now no more,
And thus in open ftreets did roar :
How have I, Death, fo ill deferv’d of thee,
That now thy felf thou fhould{t revenge on me?
Have I fo many lives on thee beftow’d 2
Have I the Earth fo often dy’d in bloud?
Have I to flatter thee fo many {flain:
* And muft I now thy prey remain?
Let me at leaft, if I muft die,
Meet in the Field fome gallant enemy.
Send, Gods, the Perftan 'Troops again.
No, theyre a bafe and degenerate train ;
They by our Women may be flain.
Give me, great Heavens, fome mantull foes,
1 et memy deathamidft fomevaliant Grecians chufe,
Let me furvive to die at Syracufe,
Where my dear Country fhall her Glory lofe
For you, Great Gods! into my dying mind infufe,
What miferies, what doom
Muft on my Athens fhortly come :
My

e
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My thoughts infpir'd prefage

Slaughters and Bateels to the coming Age ;

Oh ! might I die upon that glorious ilage :

Ohthat ! but thea he grafp'd his Sword and death con-

(cludes hisrage.

XXIV.

Draw back, draw back thy Sword, O Fatc!
Left thou repent when ’tis too late;
Left by thy making now fo great a wafle,
By fpending, all Mankind upon one feaft,
Thou ftarve thy felf at laft :

What men wilt thou referve in {tore,
Whom in the time to come thou mayit devour,
When thou fhalt have deftroyed all before 2

But if thou wilt not yet give oer,
If yet thy greedy ftomach calls for more,
If more remain whom thou muft kill,
And if thy jaws are craving {till,
Carry thy fury to the Scythzan Coallts,
The Northern Wildnefs, and eternal Frofts !
Againft thofe barbrous Crowds thy Arrows whet,
Where Arts and Laws are ftrangers yet ;
Wherethoumayft kill,& yet the lofs will not begreat
There rage, there fpread, and there infect the Air,

Murther whole Towns and Families there,

Thy worft againft thofe Savage Nations dare;
Thofe whom Mankind can fpare,

Thofe whom Mankind it felt doth fear ;
Amidit that dreadfull night and fatal cold,

C ‘There




| There thou mayft walk unfeen, and bold, -
| There let thy Flames their Empire hold.
| Unto the fartheft Seas, and Natures ends,
Where never Summers Sun its beams extends,
Carry thy plagues, thy pains, thy heats,
Thy raging fires, thy torturing {weats,
| Where never ray or heat did come,
They will rejoyce at fuch 2 doom.
They'll blefs thy peftilential fire,
Though by it they expire,
They'll thank the very flames with which they do

(confume.

XXV.
Then if that Banquet will not thee fuffice,
Seek out new Lands where thou mayft tyrannize;
Search every Forreft, every Hill,
And all that in the hollow Mountains dwell;
Thofe wild and untame troops devour,
Thereby thou wilt the reft of men fecure,
And that the reft of men will thank thee for.
Let all thofe humane beafts be flain,
Till fearce theit memory remain;
_ Thy felf with that ignoble flaughrer fill,
"T'will be permitted thee that bloud to fpill.
- Meafure the ruder World throughout,
March all the Ocean fhores about,
Onely pafs by and fpare the Britifh Ifle.
Goon, and (what Columbus once fhall doe,
When daysand time unto their ripenefs grow)
Find out new Lands,and unknown Countries too.
Attempt
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Attempt thofe Lands which yet are hid
From all Mortality befide :
There thou mayft fteal a victory,
And none of this World hear the cry
Of thofe that by thy wounds fhall die;
No Greek fhall know thy cruelty,
And tell it to Pofterity, |
Go, and unpeopleall thofe mighty Lands,
Deftroy with unrelenting hands;
Go, and the Spaniards Sword prevent;
Go, make the Spaniard innocent ;
Go, and root out all Mankind there,
That when the Exropean Armies fhall appear,
Their {in may be the lefs,
They may find all 2 Wildernefs,
And without bloud the gold and filver there poffefs.

XXVI
Nor is this all which we thee grant ;
Rather than thou fhouldft full employment want,
We do permit in Greece thy Kingdom plant.
Ranfack Lycargus ftreets throughout,
They've no defence of Walls to keep thee out.
On wanton and proud Cerint} feize,
Nor let her double waves thy flames appeafe.
| Let Cyprus feel more fires than thofe of Love:
| Let Delos which at firfl did give the Sun
See unknown flames in her begun,
Now let her with fhe might unconftant prove,
| And from her place might truly move:

2 Let




S i e s S - —— 3 R P e B e e R TR
- sl LT EAE R L T L e mia e e R D LS e b e W T e i T TR ¥ I —

[ 30]
Let Lennos all thy anger feel,
And think that 2 new Pulcan fell,
And brought with him new Anvils, and new Hell.
Nay, at Athens too we give thee up,
All that thou find'ft in field, or Camp, or Shop,
| Make havock there without controul
Of every ignorant and common Soul.
3ut then, kind Plague, thy Conquets {top ;
| Let Arts, and let the Learned there efcape,
Upon Minerva’s felf commit no rape ;
Touch not the facred throng,
And let Apollo’s Priefts be (likehim) young,
Iet him be healthfull too, and ftrong,
But ah! too.ravenous Plague, whilft I
Strive to keep off the mifery,
The Learned too as faft as others round me die;
They from corruption are not free,
Are mortal though they give an immortality,

XX VIL
They turn’d their Authours ocr, to try
What help, what cure, what remedy
All natures ftores againft this Plague fupply,
And though Uefides they fhunnd it every where,
They fearch’d it in their Books, and fain would meet
| (it there.
They turn’d the Records of the ancient times,
And chiefly thofe that were made famous by their
" To findif men werepunifhd {o before, (crimes;
But'found not the difcafe nor cure.
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Nature, alas ! was now furpriz'd,
And all her forces feizd,

Before the was how to refift advisd :

So when the Elephants did firft affright
The Romans with unufual fight,
They many Battels lofe,
Before they knew their foes,

Before they underftood fuch dreadfull troops t'oppofe.

XXVIIL

Now ev’ry different Selt agrees
Againft their common adverfary the difeafe,
And all their little wranglings ceafe ;
‘The Pythagoreans from their Precepts fwerve,
No more their filence they obferve,
Out of their Schools they run,
Lament, and cry, and groan ;
They now defird their Metempfychofis ;
Not onely do difpute, but wiih
That they might turn to Beafts, or Fowls, or Fifh.
If the Platonicks had been here,
They would have cursd their Mafters year,
When all things fhall be as they were,
When they again the fame difeafe thould bear :
And all the Philofophers would now,
What the great St ;gyr;fe fhall doe,
Themfelves into the waters he: adlong throw.

AALX.
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XXIX.

The Stoick felt the deadly ftroke,

At firft affault their courage was not broke,
They call'd to all the Cobweb aid, '

Of Rules and Precepts which in ftore they had;
They bid their hearts ftand out,
Bid them be calm and {lout ;

But all the ftrength of Precepts will not doe't.

They cann't the ftorms of paffions now affwage,

As common men, are angry, grieve, and rage.
The Gods are call'd upon in vain,

The Gods gave no releafe unto their pain,

The Godsto fear even for themf{elves began.

For now the fick unto the Temples came,
And brought more than an holy flame,
There at the Altars made their Prayer,
They facrificd and died there,
A facrifice not feen before ;
That Heaven, onely us'd unto the gore
Of Lambs or Bulls, fhould now

Loaded with Priefts fee its own Altars too.

XXX.

‘The Woods gave fun’ral Piles no more,
The dead the very fire devour,
And that almighty Conquerour over-power. -
: The noble and the common duft
Into each others Graves are thruft,
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No place is facred, and no Tomb,
"Tis now a privilege to confume ;
Their afhes no diftin@ion had :
| Too truly all by death are equal made,
The Ghofts of thofe great Heroes ‘that had fled
Erom Athens long fince banithed,
Now o'er the City hovered ;
Their anger yielded to their love,
They left th’immortal joys above,
So muych their Athens danger did them mgve,
They came to pity and to aid,
But now, alas! were quite difmay’d,
When they beheld the Marblesopen hay'd,
And poor mens bones the noble Urns jnvade -
Back to the bleffed feats they went,
And now did thank their banifhment,
By which they were to die in foreign Countries fent.

XXXL

But what, Great Gods! was wordt of a]
Hell forth its Magazines of Lufts did call,
Nor would it be content
With the thick troops of Souls were thither fent ;
Into the upper world it went.
Such guilt, fuch wickednefs,
Sueh irreligion did encreafe,
That the few good which did {urvive,
Wereangry withthe Plague for fu flering them to live,
More for the Living than the dead did grieve

Some
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Some rob'd the very dead,
'Though fure to be infetted €er they fled,
Though in the very Air fure to be pumihejd.
Some nor the Shrines nor Temples fpar'd,
Nor Gods, nor Heavens fear'd, :,
Though fuch examples of their power appear d.
Vertue was now-efteem’d an empty name,
And honefty the foolifh voice of Fame;
For having pafs'd thofe tort ring flamesbefore,
They thought the punifhment already o'er,
Thought Heaven no worfe torments had in
{tore ;
Here having felt one Hell; they thought there was
no more.
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