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The Preface.

A He moft proper Obje&ts of admiration in the
Divine wildom, aré Badss % wagme, thesn-
[earchable deprh and rich vdriety thereof,

That admirable diverfity of gifts and 2bi-
licies of minde, vouchfifed to men to ferve
the neceflitics of thofe rimes and places to
which they are appointed, that elegant vari-
ety of Beings in the world, that gratefull d 1-
fparity of occurences which the hiftory of
every age ofthe world enterrains us wich,
giveaffurance that there is 2 riches and pleonafm ( zsof Grace, {o )
of Wifdom in God : 2s which ( like fome full word chat cannot be
delivered of all that notion and fence with Which it is pregnant with-
out variety of expreflions ) cannot be underftood and made out
without the large paraphrafe of fiich 2 multitude of excellent inftan-
ces and difplays thereof,

And the faithfulnefs of Nature to its Original laws of motion, the
concinuance of all things as they were from the beginning of the Creasion,
awaken a confiderate minde into 2 quick and lively fenfe of the depth
thereof, Nullalitura eft in libronature, God never faw it neceflary
(‘asupon maturer thoughts ) to corret and amend any thing in this
great Volume of the Creation, fince the firft edition thereof; which
fufficiently refolvesus, thatall things were iffued at firft by 2 minde
that doth not d paucarefpicere, but t%lat did look the whole {yfteme of
the Creation quite through,and comprehend at once the feveral mo-
tions and mutual afpelts of fecondary Agents, from the beginning of
time to the end thereof,

This general conftancy and harmony of Nature in its crgcratiﬂns
isnot fo muchremoved as commended by ( thofe petty difcords ')
prodigious occurrences, whofe rarity fometimes commands onr noti-
cesand regards, Thefe are but the Anomalies of Nature, fome tem-
porary exceptions from her more common rules of motion; fhe runs
lometimes againft her bias, when therub of fome unufual impedi-
ment difturbs her, but quickly recoversinto her more eafie and na-
tivecourfe. No kingdom is fimply dz/alos but that of heaven and
nolaw abfolutely immutable but that of eternal righteoufnefs, Na-
ture it but Ars De, and fo admits variety, bue righteoufnefsis Imago
Dei, an emanation from, and tranfcript of the Nature of him wirh
whom i novariablene(s, nor fhadow of rurning,

Now thele Errata Nature, Natures fteppings out of its more com-
mon road, have beenreceived by the faich (phancy ) of meft times
unj:mm Dei Feciales,as Gods Heralds to proclaim his purpofes of war
and vengeance upon men ; and asa kinde of reall prophefies of fome
impendent evils. It hath beenconcluded thatas Namura libera, Na-
ture in itsufvalfreedom, doth decare the glory and power of God, Pfal,
19.1, Natura fuperara, Nature quite conquer’d (as ina miracle ) doth
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The Preface.

report and confirm the truths and counfels of God ; fo Natura impedi.-
12, Nature difturb’d and hinder’d (asin a Prodigy ) doth proclaim
his ( approaching ) judgements.

The geﬁ-;;nc therefore of the prefent Difcourfe, 1s (with freedom
and fobriety ) to make enquiry how far any kinde of Prodigies (Jig-
nal orpenal ) ‘may be drawn into confequence to conclude the coun-
{els of heaven from them ; and whether chac Faithand Religion with
which the multitude receive them, be not ( efpecially ) owing: to
thofe two credulous and fuperftitious principles[Fear andIgnorance]
which ufually manage and deprave their afte&tions and conclufions,

1 readily forefee, that as tofome perfons ( more eafily moved by
the common ayr of popular prejudice ) Religion and a great Truth
will feem too much r.:un-:r:mt.'cll in the argument, to be difhonour-
ed to a queftion; fo to others of morefevers and examined prin-
ciples, it will appear to hold too much of imagination or impofture,
toreceive the credit of a ferious debate ;3 and therefore had Ide-
figned no higher ( in thefe papers ) then barely to be publick, 1 thould
have made choice of fome more obliging and inyiting theme, and
with which my thoughts have been longer acquainted: But that which
thus fir reconciled me ro the Argument, wasaregard to the Profitable-
nefs, Pleafure; Seafonablencfs, ot a Difcourfe thereupon.

Fir(t Ii will ( in defigne at leafi) be profitable to very great purpofesiviz.

Firlt, To fecure the peace and tranguillity of comnmon life.  For if when-
ever the skie % red and lowring ( the face of heaven puts on a different
colour and appearance from what it ufually looks upon us with ) we
muft conclude fome approaching ftormin the ftare, every man muft
needs hold the peace and ferenity of his minde by a very cracke and
litigious title. How cana man (as he is counfelled ) ear bis bread with
joy,and drink kis wine with a cheerfull heart, if every ftrange accident
muft perfwade him that there is fome {word of vengeance hanging o-
ver his head ( by a threed ) ready rofalldown upon himfelf, orchac
common body he relaresto, in whofe Welfare every good man con-
cerns himf{elf? Mens beares will be alway failing them for fear.and for look-
ing afrer the things which are coming on the earth, Luke 21.26.

A fenfe hereof gave occafionto the Heathen Poet ( whofe Philo-

piam, (quorum fophy or Divinity ferved him not to re%rehcnd the fuperftition of Pro-

neceffe plerun- digies ) thusto
gs aliquod eve. continually with
niat) [uperfii-

tiofo munquam

Liceat quicta
mente confiffe-
re. Tul. de
Dyvim, )2,

implead the Majefty of heaven for alarming che world
thefe direfull Omens of an approaching evils
—eeeeCur hanc Tibi (Redor Olpmpi )
Sollicitis vifum mortaltbus addere curam, :
Nofcant venturas ut diva per Ominaclades ? Tucan, Pharfa. L2,
W hich words (that T may the better {erve my purpole of them ) I
thus make Englifh.
Why doth Heavens Lord foretell mens fate
Iiy Omens ? and fo, antedate
Theirevils ; ( twice unhappy.! ) muft
Men take up mifery on truft ?
1’d yeeld ex tempore my breach,

Nor would I die for fear of death.
And
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And ('indéed ) I underftand not how many men couldreconcile
their fecure and quiet thoughts to their vain perfwafions. concerning
Prodigics, butthat I obferve their ufage is upon any fuch occurren-
ces to charmdown their fears with fuch like words, ##Fat theje things
fignific rime ro come will declare,

Secondly, It will alfo [erve the honour of Religion, which the common
reverence of Prodigies doth greatly trefpafs upon sand thar,

t. Arit devaing men under a conftans Padagogy tomany bafe and [ervile
fears, Whence Religion is eafily concluded a great Adverfary to
( what it mainly defignes to bring on upon the world ) a true gene-
roufnefs, and univerfal freedom of pirit, and that its whole bufine(s

15 to fubdue the fpirits of men to fome cold and little obfervances,

pale and feminine fears. Hence men quickly grow weary of it, as of
a yoke that continually galls them, and conclude themielves gainers
if they may bug purchafe manhood with Atheifm. This wasthat
{-:'I'Fcci.ﬂly) which gave Epicurss the confidence of thrufting God and
Religion quite out of the world, and folving all the Plenoinena of
Nature without callingin-any affiftance fromthe powerand provi-
denceof any Agent {uperiour to Naturall, even that bondage and fer-
vility, which he obferved mens ears bor’d unto by the Religion of his
times, which was nothing but a timerous and bafe obfervance of the
Signes of heaven, direfull Omens, prodipious occurrences, againit
whole evil abodements, men arm’d themfelves with ( paper againit
pod-guns) a few bodily and ineffetive Rites and Ceremonies. Fear
bindes in the powers of the foul, debars it the eafie ule and enjoyment
ofit felf, and therefore the foul hates the womb that is conceived to
bear it, Religioncan never beamiable, till it appear defigned notzo
increafe the tearsof men, buttruly to cure and remove them.

2. The fuperflition of Prodigies commits no [mall wafte upan Religion, in
regard the fears it creates ;ab;lfl_f‘r; the mindes of men, proving generally buc
& vitre fulgura yain as the fhadows of the night. Thele Prodigies threa-
ten a vengeance to we know not whom and rofall we know nor when.
NOW as the Téza=t Jdid, the falfe and tinfel miracles among the Pa-
pifts moft facally wound Religion, becaufe deriving a fufpicionupon
the true ones when once detected;fo falle and delufive fears introduc’e
( l:{pcn pretences religious ) difparageand dilcredicall thetrue ones,
and Religion is in danger to be concluded buc mendacinm officiofion, a
ufing the weaknefs of fome men to the fervice of the common peace
and quier. Religion is not to be dallied with, non patztur lufun fides, P1-
ous frauds (" as ftrong-waters do the body ) may perhaps help Religion in
2 fic, bue ( ifuled familiarly ) difableche native heatand ftrength there-
of- Hayand ftubblelaid upon a good foundation ( fuchIaccount well-
meant forgeries inReligion ) willcarch fire and confume ac laft, and
leave a great ftain and foil upon the very foundation.

3. As itrepores Religiona Syfieme of fome pirifull rites, (ncaking and
beggerly entertainments of theminde : there is nothing more effeftually
enclines fubtile mindes to Atheilm ,as the evaporating of Religibwinto
amulticude of touchy and critical modes and obfervations, which can-
not command a reverence to themfelves before difcerning minds)v.rli_nch
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The Preface.

foon fee through them, they are fo thinand airy. To difmis chis e~
cond particular. If thefe devouter perfwafions concerning Prodi-
gies produce not in fome minds any fuch fowre thoughts of Religion,
*tis (olely oweing to the power of fome thrier principlesin conjun-
étion with them by whofe activity, the maligninfluence of the for-
mer isoverpowr’d and correfted,

Thirdly, Ir may besf Hfe to reprebend avery commion, and Pernicions
Errour. .

1. Avery vulgar and common Ervour. 1 profefs not to know any one
Errour to which all times and Perfons hive been fo fatally abus'd
withall 2s this of prefages by prodigies: Whereas there are fome
fall= notions which are Erreres Perfune others Which are Errores
Scoulé, holding of the peculiar temper, condition, circiimitances, of
the Perfon, or Age, inwhich found 3 this feems o be (in a manner)
Error Mundi | having been jultii’d by Fews, Gentiless Chriftians,

-4 (fome ) Ancients, Modern, Learned, Simple, as will more fully appear
in the fequele, and may in part by fome few inftances, which (to
ferve the neceflity of the prefent Argument) I fhall here infere.

How far the Heathen were leaven’d withthis fond notion, the
names and titles whereby they us’d to exprefs any fuch Anomalous

Monfird. inftances inNature, is but too pregnanta demonftration,all of them
carrying with them a promife of forefhewing fomewhat Future.

2 Mac s

Tenia, - Py
g‘,:f!-;ﬂ (that which perhaps hath betrayed a great many toa like opinion
Portents.  Of them,moft pecple underftanding little befides names and words)

Amongit the Fathers (todo them right) I find none fo exprefs as
Eri pepdro ©Ti8en, Who fpeiking concerning Comets, tells usichach been ob-
'::'e? - .1 lerved, that fo oft a5 any great and emincns changes bappen in ecarth, fuch
TGS TS ftars have been known ; forcfbewing the tranflations of Kingdoms , orwars,
YHAT 1 25" or whasever may happen of force [ufficicns for any “great commotions and
?;';f ;:;’j«:f_\ difturbances here below. Amongft the more Modernic may here fuffice
Soa o S ro take notice that the firft occafionand Original of Kogation week
TV, A cohferv’d now upon the religion of greater principles) in the church
TENGTEE 1o by Hifkaria :15(1.)13 we are told) refer'd to. Claud, Mamertus Bifhop
TUETE L= of Pienme in France, for the averting of fome judgments Which (upon
g4, TEUAGY- the obfervation of many inaufpicious accidents and prodigies)
T PR were f1dly fear'd to be approaching. Among the Learmed | the
su76 829 heiohe of Grotiss calls my eyeupon Him, who thus expreffeh him-
newr, &C. ol folems magnas rerum converfiones pracedere Cometa , gladii ardentes,
Orig. in Celf, aliague figna ejufmodi. ~ Asfor the common fort of men, as they are (by
gL the plainnefs of their ftite ) more apt toretaina quick {enfe of thofe
D. Ham- = a3/ly notions gua fequuntur Nasuram fimplicen, which follow Nature,
mond. Def. fimple and unfuborn'd, by fubrilty, intereft, or paflion, (for wefind
Liturg. §.53- the noticesofa God, of a future ftate, of the fouls immortality take-
Grot, Nat.in .0 2 fter hold of the populacy then of fome of the more {fubtile and
Proph. Feel.  difcurfive Philofophers) fowithall are more impreffive thofe which
2. 30, follow Naturam vitiatam, Nature tainted and deprav’d with guile
andignorance, and'the many Idols confequent unto both ; amongft
which this notion concerning Prefages by Prodigies will appear
(in its place) to be no fmallone, fo that it may feem hkel‘m:g:_
weeds




The Preface.

weeds inthe Water,to have a very diffus’d and broad Jeaf but grow-
ing from a very weak and picifull root,(generally receiv’d but with-
out, yeaagamit evident and a[;parent reafon,)

2, A wery pernicious erronr;as having 2 moft malign influence upon
the Minde and Hnderftanding upon Philofopky.and upen Diviniry.

t Mpon the mind and Wnderffanding it felf. No two things do fo
ufurp and wafk the faculty of Reafon, as Entbufiafm and Superftition s
the one binding a faith; the other a fear uponthe Soul, ro which
they (vainly) incitle fome divine difcovery ; both train 2 man up
to beleeve beyond poffibility of proof, to deliver over him{elf (ina
kind of captivity of Underitanding) to the confident diftates of the
fons of imagination, to determine of thingsby meafures phantafti-
cal(rules which cannot maintain themielves incredit by any {ober
and fevere difcourfes) both inure the mind rather to divine then
to judge, to difpuce from Maximes rather vehement then folid ,and
place aman (i he chance romiftake ) beyond poffibility of con-
viction, it being in vainto prefs an argumenc upon him that thinks
he can confront-a Revelation, a miracle, or fome firange judge-
ment upon his Adverﬂrj, againft your conclufion; nor is therea
greater evil chen Wickednefs eftablifhe by a law, and errour by reli-
gion, ‘and an ignorant devetion toward God. And therefore no
painsand care too much, toremove thefe two beams from the eye
of humane Onderftanding, rendring it fo infufficient for a juft and
faithfull difcovery of objeéts in Religion or common fcience.,

2. Wpon Philofophy. For when once Superftition hath advanced
thefe Prodigies into the' repute of divine meflengers, ic will eafily
be inferr’d aneceflary refpeét towards them tokeep fome dittancs,
andnot to approach them too nearly by too bufy and curious an
enquiry intotheir natural and immediate caufes,” We find among
the Grecdans chofe which firft made a tender of the natural caufes of
lightnings and tempeftsto the (asyet) ruder ears of men, were pre-
fently blafted with the reproach of Atheifts; as if o thew, how
many ' Wheels, in fome great Engine, move in fubordination
to the produdtion of fome greac work, were to obfecure and ecclyple
the are of the Artificer, :

3. Hpon Divinity alfo ; Becaule the conceit conciliates revererce
to a lie, and chnftens the vain and foft fears of ignoranceby the
name of prudent forefights and religious obfervances of God :
whence the foul is broughe (like fome of the ancient Heathens) to
give worfhip toits very paffions and difeafes. Storiesof Prodigies
may perhaps ferve to deceive the tedium of 2 Winter night, bur when
once they advance (& focis ad Aras) from the chimney corner tothe
Church, and are adopted the meafures ofa religious faith or fear,
advanc’e the ferious motives of Repentance, 'tis time to throw con-
t?mpt llupun them, "A lie" never did, never could fervethe intereft
of truth :

The Church of Rome (whether to ferve the intereft of Philofophy
or Divinity, 1{hall noc hete concern my felfto enquire) ha hex-
preft her felf ( fas eft & ab bojte doceri) by her reprefentativesa great
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The Preface.

adverfary to this inftance of fuperftition, the obfervation of porten-
tousaccidents, We find in the Catalogue of books prohibited by
#rban, yiii. this interdi€ted among the rett, Author Cironici prodigio-
rum g5 offentorunt ab exordio Mundi ufque ad An, 1557, And Gregory
the Great (reprefented ro pofterity as one moft tudious of the propa-
aation of the Chriltian Religion) was ated by fo great 2 zeal
againit jr, that we are told he took care for the extirpation of that
(otherwile) excellent Hiftorian [Livy] out of all Librasies, ob fam
jrequensem ¢ accuparam portentorui cnumerationem, for his fofrequent
and critical enumeration ofall the Portents which feem’d to attend
any great Aétion. Though I think too hafty and fevere a judgement
palt upon that Hiftorian, whom wefhalleahly perceive, not more
leaven’d (inmind) with thac kind of fuperftition, then Herodotus or
Tacitzs, and others which ftood in no better lighe then he did, How-
evermuch may be pardon’d to a great zeal to a good undertaking.
The mind of man Was made for Truth and Goodnefs, and therefore
fhould notin any matter ( if the remedy fell within our compals)
be put off with the bare torm and idol of either; But where an
errour hath once ceas’d ir, which is (what fome fay of 2 comer)
both malum s’ caufamali, an evil and 2 pregnant caufe of evils, no
need then ofthe voice of thunderto awaken charity to endeavour
(asitcan) itsremedy and removal, .

Thirdly, This Difcourfe may be profitable to ferve the jnft intereft of
Srare; and that;

1. As it tends to fecure the benour of Afts of Stare and she refults of pub-
Lick counfel. How meana value and regard fhallthe iffues ofthe fe-
vereft dehates, and the commands of Auchority, find, if every pici-
full Prodigy-monger have credit enough with the People to blaft
them, by telling them that heaven frowns upon them, and that
God Writes his difpleafure againft them, in black and vifible cha-
re€ters, when fome {ad Accident befalls the complyers with chem 2

2, Asictends to make nign more manageableto the commands of Autlio-
rity, which eafy men may quickly be frighted from by fuch images
of ftraw, as the relations of monftersand ftrange fightsare. Ofwhae
illconfequence the Romanes ac laft found che obfervation of fignes
and Omens to be (inwar efpecially) appears from what Tully hath
lefe recorded viz, chathowioever they were in his time ab #rbanis
rerenta, retain’d in fome repute, With the Citizens, (for good rea-
fons of fate) yet they were & bellicis (ublaza, quite banifht the camp
becaufe they found that the ignorant multitude (like beafts) would
notdrive well, if any fach bug-bears were fuffered to lie before
them, Now Where weak men (like the horfe of dlexander) are
ready to ftart and Ay off from their Rulers and Guides, becaufe
frichted with thadows, ”tis but a charity to them andche publick
to turn them to the Sun, to lead chem to the light by a faithfull in-
formation of their julgements,

3. Asisminiflers 1o the quict and sranguillity of the Stare, . That man
that hath already incircled his own head witha Glory and is ftrongly
perfwaded that Gods honour and the Gofpel ftand or fall withhis
private
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private Opinion,will need no grear Rhetorick to perfwade him o re-
ceive a prodigy as a fign from heaven ro encourage any endeavours
to advance it, Prophefies concerning the deaths of great perfons,
or changes in the State, (a Kind of weak ayr which carries abour
and commands but the more chathe and ligheer faichs) the wildom g

tat. 3 Fdw,

of the Nation hath judg’d of fuch evil confequence in a State, as ) iy

by two feveral Aéls of Parliament (under fevere penalties) o in- Seac. ¢ Bliz:
eerdit the publication of them. Now Prodigies have ever been T g
propos’d asa kind -::-Ftyres and real Prophefies of fome blick days, " **°
and fome wonderfull alverations at ha:sif; and therefore may eatily

be prefum’d co have as malign an influence uponthe people (apcro

be mightily mov’d with what ever comes toward them ‘withany
{badow and promife of Divine and Sacred) as the former.

Among the Ancient Romanes fubtil Statefmen made ufe of that
Snperftitious obfervation of Omens and Prodigies, (10 which chey
faw the people, in the ruder ages efpecially fo invincibly addicted )
toattand manage them to what perfwalions might beft (erve the
neceffities of State ; to which purpofe they had their Collegis Patum,
Pablick Diviners, who knew to bend thefe Ofieracccidents (as the
Mufti can doe the Afcoran ) to fuch 2 fenceé and fignification as
might make the eafie multitude manageable to the purpofes and
defligns oftheir Rulers. And’twere to be wifht thic {ome Chrifti-
ans had not fince tranfcrib’d the copy of this Ethnick example, and
endeavour’d to ferve fome fecularends upon the credulity and fu-
perfticion of the multitude, by the tendring of any fuch Prodigies,
or Prophecies to their hopes or fears, All that I fhall add furtherin
thisplace, is this, Hechatalledgeth barely the Spirit of God to ju-
ftifican Opinion inReligion may thank himfelf, if he perifh in the
other World ; and hethat quotes onely 2 Prodiey in Nature roen-
courage any fedition in State, may thank himfelf if he perith in this.

Secondly, This Difeonrfe (Without oweing much to the Author)
will be pregnant with pleafure and delight, For things rareand unufual
(the fubjet thereof) call forch the Soultoa very quick and grate-
full attendance , whilft matters of greater worth and moment, of
more familiar occurrence, (like things often handled and blown
upon) loofe their value and luftre initseye. Now the contempla-
tion of things new and {trange, givesche Soul fo high a pleafure:

1. Becaufetbey prove the occafions of wonder and admiration, which the Y
Philefopher ranks among the = fidex, things pleatine and delighefully \° % ;_';“”-.‘-’
becaufe (faich He) admiration comes attended with 2 tacite defire ¥ ™ ;7142
of learnuigtﬂg [ more fully the nature and caufesof its object] chough §7 "° “Fj”l'f.
I rather think, becaufe admiration is (s the Lord Vernizm well ftijes & I‘{:’; oL
it ) abritpra quadam (Cientia, an Efflay to knowledge, befides we ﬂulfii'f" 7 i
obferve thatthe aéts of the Smﬂw{ich are intenfe, and call it much 744 v
off from it felf, [as Emfnund contemplations, greacjoys, ecftacies [ i Sear'] S2ap
' Arift. Rher,

o allre, i
P gft‘drrfﬂ Objeds not as yet fully known (as objeéts rare a't'_ld [}Ia!fgu I sic-xs,
are ) heep the Soul i a Stave of hopeand expearion o f [oin buge farisfation
ity Y B in

E,f-':l',l’:"“'..l;’.-h".r..l?
a greatlove, and fo, high admirations] créate 1 2 moft chaft and re-
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The Preface.
in g greater intimacy and gcquaintance with them, WNow (as to this
Worlds heaven) the Fiatores becaufe improving their felicities by
an aétive phancy ) are ufually more happy then the compreher-
grcsy

3 Becaufehe Soul of Man affells a kinde of nfinity in s pbjeéts. The
affeétions are alway reaching after new pleafures,the defires are car-
ried forth after new pofleffions. phancy is perpetually entertaining
the minde with new [deas, the Underftanding 13 continually calling
for 2 new Scene of contemplations, Scaliger alledgeth this reafon
of the delight men naturally take in fables, the piftures of Anticks,
and Monfters, (things rare and exrraordinary) even becaufe they
exceed the common limits of truth, and mend the profpettofthe
Soul; which by its unconfin’d defires and motions gives it felf to
underftand . that icis of higher extraction then that of a beaft, and
cannot truly compofe and enjoy it felf but in Union with God, the
infinite Ocean of truth and Goodnels.

Thirdly, That which further eng 1g’d my -:hnu&hzs upon this Ar-
gument, Was a confideration of the Seafonablenefs s ercof, Wehave
been of late perfwaded by three or four feveral impreflions of
Books (asthere never winted thofe which wonld farme the weak-
nefs and eafinefs of the multitude ) that England isgrown Africa, and
prefents us every year (fince the Return of his Majefty) . witha new
Scene of Monftrous and firange fights, and that our lot isfallen into
an Ae of Wonders; and all held forth to the People (like black
clouds before a ftorm,) the harbingers of fome ftrange and unufual
plaguesapproaching in the State. A marter not much to be won-
dred at, when the Nation (like the Womb of Rebekab) carries fuch

ftriving and contefting Parties, :
‘The Poets feign the Giants ( the fons of Earth) to have bidden

battel to the Gods, and to have perifht bya thunderbolt in the
confidence of thatattempt. And the Earsh (t 1eir Mother) to avenge
the death of her Sons, to have brought forth their laft Sifter, Fame.
A fable expounded by che excellent Pernlam, of unquiet and fediti-
ous perfons (a kind of Filii Terra, the creatures of the People, ufu-
ally envious aganit their Rulers, and foon Weary of the prefent
Seate of things) who when crufhe and ruin’d 10 their attempts
againit the Godson earth (their rightfull Governours) their fall is
aveng’d by a fama gueruls & feditiofa, popular clamours, libels, odi-
ous reprefentations of them to derive upon them the common envy.,
with which may be number’d tlie reports of iirange Pmd:ﬂgits and
a

rophecies giving hopes of fome approaching change of affairs (an
fludious of

PO 25. 20. ghferyation which 1am {ure will offend none thatare

the Sacred charalter, Perfons which are quict in the land,)

To all that hath been hitherto difcourft concerning the profit
pleafure, feafonablencls of th= Argument before us, 1 fhall ﬁz_pcrzd{{
this one confiderationto excufe the trouble thefe papers give the
Reader. A hafty, ignorant, rafh rejection of things which obtain
¢though unworthily) the place and repute of religious and facred,

( as prodigies doe) givesno (mall advantage to Azheifm, An n}l.;ni{-
: | vy




The Preface.

hagty pulling oft Ceven) the wens and excrefcencies from the body
of Heligion, may prove of as bad confequence, as a permitting them
ftill co grow upon it, Asour Saviour would not be call’d Goed inan
ignorant courtefie, fo neither fhould chefe Prodigies, Fain, in an
ignorant fcorn : He that (without light and reiolution) flightsand
negleéts things, but prefum’d {acred and religious, is buta more for-
runate Acheift, and more harmlefly profane, Look as (fometimes)
Perfons once Sacred, found guilty of capital crimes, arefolemnly
degraded, before they are executed ; {o things once repured Sacred,
thould be firft degraded (by a well inform'd judgment) from that
Opinion and degree of refpet they hcld in mens minds, before
they be thrownoft, and deliver'd to their neglect and difregard.

And this isall that that I'thought neceflary to premife, tolevel
the way to a fairer recepsion and interpretation of the enfuing
Difcourie.

¥is!

B 2 A DIS-

e







Dl S TnRonn ool a2 B
A
DISCOLUR SE

Conccrning

e i
g S

PRODIGIES:
Wherein the Vanity of Prefages by i

themis reprehended, and cheir true and o f

proper Ends afferted and vindicated.

CHAP. T. Y
Concerning the {everal kinds of Prodigies, .'
Great wonders of divine cfficiency alone : thefe divided into Ordinzry and |
Extracrdinary, The hindsof the former toucht upon.. Wonders extri- |
ordinary (comprifed under the general name of Predigics ) divided into i
Signal and Penal. The ufeof tharpbrafe -excufed, Prodigies Signal, b
Matnral , Prgtcrnasural, Supernainral, what, The Prﬂd{gfcs related Ly
in the Ethnick Stories, excluded ihisnumber, and #why. Prodigics Penal li_..-' ]
deferibed, g
T is the Prerogative Royal of the King of R -
i heaven, that He encly doeth greas wonders, Pla13¢.4, i
eommands Nature to Whataétions intowhat ' i
gnﬂure, may beft ferve the endsot his own i
onour and wifdom, The biggeft works the il |
soonll devil doeth, have but a tympany of greac- Fil o
el |- Defs, are a kinde of praftical fallacies ; as he il
. PJ1| is but Simia Dei, fo the greateft work which i
falls within_ his. compals, is but Simiz Mi- #.-t‘
| . raculi, and owes the wonder itmeets wich, iy
- Dortoitsown real greacnefs, but onr Ignorance, i
Now thele wonders are either Ordinary op Extraordinary. |

Firft, Thereare fome of his wonders of Ordinary and conftant reff-

dence (2 kinde of moreremarkable paffagesin the Book of Nature )
fuchasare,
: 1. The
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of the [everal kinds of Prodigies.

1. “The Monadica Natare, By which I take leave co underftand (ac
prefent) thofe Works in Nature which are of fo private and peculiar
2 make and charafter, thacthey tand almoft alone, and hardly ad-
mit their pateern in the whole Syfteme of the Creation, fuchas ares
boyling {prings, flaming mountains, petrifying waters, vaft chafms
and histus in the Earth, e the initances whereof are fo various,
that there is no conntrey buc hatit icsmirands, which call uponit to
pay the conftant eribute of a deliberate and judicious admiration to
him, who ieemsto infcribe hisownpame | wWonderfull ] uponall
thefe works of his. :

2 The Lufus Nasure, (as1may ftyle them) the difports of Nature ;
fuch works Wwherein the hand of. Nature breaks and divides (as it
were ) the plain '%1‘0:.1:1& of fome common nature into an elegant va-
riety of Individuals, different in fhape and remper; as is {een in dogs
and rofes, ¢¢. asalfo thofe works wherein ( becaufe delighted as
much with confent as variety ) fe fequiturgy fugitq; fhe feemsto fol-
low and fly from her {¢1f both at once, aping and imitating her oWn
works, inone element, by fome fimular figures or difpofitions; in
different pieces of the creation,in another : (W hich ferve asa kinde
of gratefull repeats in the harmony of the world.)

3. The Varietates Naiura,elegant and copious varieties of Nature,
appearing in the various fpecies of things, which different countreys -
{o entertain the curiofities of each other with, that one appears a -
kinde of conftant Prodigy to another, All thefe have i:;pln}rtd the
hours of other men, and befides are more properly entred 2 mong the
sarities then the Prodigies of Nature, and {o fall not withinthe lines
of our prefent Argument.

secondly, There are Wonders Extraordinary, fuch are they which
happen but nowand then,and are a kinde of fhortand tranfient dif-
cords,{tepping in fometimes to recomme nd the general harmony 2nd
evenes in the motions of Nature, and the Governmgnt of the world,
comprifed under the general pame of Prodigies.

Now that divifion of thefe, whichT fhall remife to the enfuing
difcoutfe, fhall be fuch asthe neceffity and defigne thereof, rather
then fuch as the laws of Logick,do prompt me to 3 Which I conceive

may be beft ferv’d, by dividing them into Prodigtes (barely) signat
and Penals For though Lhave no faith nor favour for the former, yet
while Lindite themac the bar of Reafon, T am forc’t to tike notice
of them under fuchnames and titles, as commod opinion hath afhxt
upon them. -

1rj-T hofe which are (barely ) §ignal (fuch,I mean,in vulgaraccount )

are of chree {orts. .

;. Prodigies Narural, fuch I reckonall thofe of whofe particulac
and immediate caufes (though rarely occurring ) Weare {ufficiently
vefolv’d : fuch as are ( to fpeak with the people ) faliing.fiars,
Earshquakes, Extraordinary Eclipfes, the appearance of two or three Suns
at once, [ome kinde of monftrons births, With thefe I pumber all
events ( befides the common road of Natnre )« owing  to:
fome accidental (though to us unknown)afiffance or interup A ion of

gents
» ; s
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Of the [everal kinds of Prodigies,

Agents purely natural, or fome fecret and referved Law in Natare,
as Comets, New-[tars, fome cxiragrdinary alcevation in the beavenly bodies,
( as that in the Planet Penns, both asito colour and figure betore the
times of Chrift, often mentioned by Aftronomers from Farre and
%S, duftin ) and the ftrange deliquinm of light in the Sun aboutthe

in 2 diferenthabic, and giving us to know. how it will exert it felf,
when fuch Agents,and fuch matter chance to meer,

2. Prodigies praternatural, fuch Iaccount all {ftrange Events, which
hold ofno fteady caufes, buc are (to us) folely cafual anduncertain;
as cthe firing 8f a houfe by lightning, the conting to fhore of [vme firange
kinde of fifb, the breaking off or ftanding [téll of Rivers, mefJages delivered
by [pirits; apparitions inthe ayr ( Wllfﬁ'l areeffectsabove a natural, and
beneath a bare fupernatural Agent.)

2. Supernasural, {uch asare Evéntsof which Reafon is fuficiently
refolved, that they exceed the powersand fufficiencies of all Natural
caufes. For look as in Religion,there are quadam juxta Rationem {ome
things according to the common reafon of all men,{ vig the dottrines
of temperance,righteoufnefs,obedience to God;] {fomethings praier
rationem, befide reafon, [thedifcoveries of God, which realonnow
apprehends and fealsunto but could not Marie propriv,of it felfreach
unto;] fomethings upra rationem [ the great Articlesof Faith, tran-
fcendent to the capacity, as Well as Light of common reafon; in
the modes and circumftances of them: ] So in the compafs of
Divine Providence, there are three forts of works, guadam jixta Na-
suram, {ome according to the common Lawsof Natures working ;
guadam prater Naturam, {fome befide common Nature, fuch are the
Events we call Prodigies; which though according to Nature,. as
confidered in fuch circumitancesand co-incidence of caufes, yet are
befide it, confidered in itsmore ufual and familiar methods of adti-
on. Quadam fupra Naturam, fuch are thofe alterations in Nature,
which exceed the capacitiesof fecond caufes. InaProdigy ( finltly
taken ) Nature fuffers from it felf, and is (in a fort) both viltourand

captive to it felf; butin a Miracle, Natureis folely paflive to that

oniginal Minde and Power which gave it its firft Laws of motion. _

Thefe fupernatural Prodigies (though1know notto beleeve any.

fuch now happening ) yer muft finde a place in this difgourfe, not
onely becaufe fome fuch have (as Embafladours extraordinary Jbeen
difpatcht Heretofore upon fome great errand (‘as the fearfull E-
clipfe at our Savioursdeath, the hailftones , mentioned Fo/b. 1011,
fo hugely exceeding the common ftandard of Nature, and perhaps
the fiery fWord which hung over Hierufalen, fo long before itsfinal
‘defolation ) but becaufe our Adverfaries are {o prone to over-value
fuch occafions,and to intitle an immediate hand ofheaven to all fuch
objefts of wonder.

As for thofe ftories ( with which the Ethnick Legendsabound) of
the [pcaking of children out of their mothers wombs , the raining of ftenes,
the [peaking of oxen, their béing found wirhous hearts or livers when brought

. Iﬂ

death of Cafar Some unufual ebbings and flowings of the Sea. Thefe, gljﬂgn;:f
Ireckon Prodigies Natural all being buc Natures aéting of IS Fan: ] o
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of the (everal kinds of Prodigies,
1o the Alsdrs; Founsaing rumming with (real 3 bloud fona long time roge-
thér ( which may feem to entera fair plea for the honour of being
marfhalled under this head ) I rejet chem all (wich Tully )as fables
and impofturés, with which the world hath ever been abufed ( Rome-
Paganwas as good at inventing ftories of Prodigies and Apparitions
of the gods,as Rome-Chriftian of Miracles and Apparitions of Saints )
And wich a like faith (chough better affeétion, becaufe found ina Po-
em) I reccive many of thole Porsensa, which (as’gsfaid ) attended
the fall of Cefar,
—ee-nfimulachra mivis pallentia modss,

Fifafub obfeurum nodtic, pecudefque locute.

Infandum fiftunt amnes, verveque dekifcunt,

Et meftum illackrymas templis chur, arag; fonant.

Nee putcis manare criior cefJsvit..-—-  Virg. Georg, 1, 1.

*Twas but proper fora Poer to hang the whole frame of Nature (as

it were ) with-mourning and aftonithment, upon the fall of fo greac
a Perfon as Cefar was.  Gods miracles carried majefly in thofe vifible
characters of Power, Greatnefs, Wildom, ftampt upon them; (they
were never vain and ludicrous ) and chey came forch upon fome er-
rand of importance: like a broad feal they carried Majefty in their
afped, and came to derive credit and auchority upon fome marter of
great weight and moment, { "
"~ Secondly, There are a fort of Prodigies Penal (for I take the word
in the latitude of its{ence ) fuch asare judgementsupon Perfons or
Nations of a dreadfull and unufual igure and condition : fudden ar-
refis by death, ftrange difeafes, death by tightning, or the-fall of a towre, un-
ujual plagues defeats of Armics at huge odds and difadvant agess murrain of
eattely very unfeafonable years, 8zc,

Thefe diltinétjons premifed, T fhall offer the beft fervice Ican, to-
wardthe deciphering of thefe dark chara@ers of divine Providence;
and make enquiry ( mthe order they now lie before us ) into the in-
tencand meaning of thefe new and unwonted occurrences. In Which
Effay, I thallaflume the liberty (which X rendillr glloW another ) of
advifing freely withReafon, forwecannot ( 1n"this Argmment,)
tike roany other Oracle to refolve us, 5f we intend to be wile to |
fobriety. Itis butajuftvaluation of our felves, toletne vulgarno-
tions commence our perfwafions, before they have paft the ferutiny
of our Re afon, and appear to merit our aflent, :




Of. Natural Prodigies.:

‘CHAP, 1L
Concerning Prodigies, Signaly Natural,

I Shall defeend row to 2 clofe'and diftinét difconrfe concerning the
(forementioned) Prodigies 8ignal; and amongtt them, firft con-
cerning thofe which more imaiediacely refolve into caufes Natural,
Concerning all which, Ioffer this general Thefis to proof. Prodigics
N atural are not intended, 'nor to be expounded the Prognofiicks of judge-
ments, (uddenly 1o enfiie upon whole Nations or particular perfons. It is
(efpecially ) ignorance of their caufesand ends which hath prefer-
red fome of thele Natural Prodigies to {o greara ‘veneration and re-
gard in many mens minds. ~As Ethnicifim of old made the godsit
worfhipt, fo ignorance oft makes the Furies itdreads.

This Thefis Tfhallendeavour to perfwade,

1. By fome general Reafons and Arguments.

2. By a particular Indution and Survey of fuch as feem moft plau.
fibly pretended the filent Monitours of fome approaching venge=
ance. s : :

Firlt, By fome general Realons.

SECT. L

I{a.44.14.

Reafons to prove Prodigies Natwral no Signs of ‘s futwre

judgement,

The firft Argument taken from their doubtfull apd uncersain indicarion
That proved from the confeffions of their ableft Expofitours 5 From their
different Expofivions in alltimes, The Intcrpresers of them baniflethe

- sFewifb-Comman-wealth of old, wpon 1 bis ascount, Philo. Thuanus. The
Argumens further wrged from Tully. God's Signs exprefs; The ufes
lefnefs of thofe which are not.

2.1 From & confiderasion of the témes whevein moft atsended ro. | The rea-
fogwhy 2 rq%ﬂrd is to.bebad o the times and [eafons y J¥hen Laws.or H-
ifages firft obrained, noved from K James. The times noved efpecially for
grofs ignorance anmarrersof Religion and Pnilofophy. Some Objer-
wasions upon theremaining Regiftersof, fuch accidents yerextant: The
times remarked alfo for she publick fearsand difirallions bappening in
them. Livy. Seneca. . _ -

3. From.the natural and necefJary Caufes of shefe things, ' More of Na-
rure obfervable in a Prodigy, then common Qccurrences.

4, From the Nature and temper of the Occongmy we are now nnder.

THé,ﬁrgument wﬁjch-l fhall firft pffé} t0.xe rehend the common Arg.1-

4 vanity of receiving them asa kinde of indications inbodies Po-

litick; is this: ‘Their (prerended ) indicarions are (o bugely F#Plfx;,:tﬁ;}bt_
: C 1l
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of "Nubural Prodigies, Seét.1,
full and uncertain, that is cannot be concluded what judgement they portend
w - o . S
Er w;n::-: to enfue, or whether pfivarelper(dny oriwhole Nations be alarm’d
'y ENen.
1f God do.write E'fts homéngn in thefe myltick charallers, there is
#ome on earth found able to reade the writing, and (with any certainty ) to
make kaown the intexpratafon sheresf, Moft of their Expofiteurs. (ke
thote npondrifietledare pather Fates quan Interpreses. Concermng that
prodigious Comet:ayhach fhone, irouss Hemilphere; dun. 1618. one
thac pretended himf{elf asmuch-Celo & Congiliis as other men, yet
thus freely delivershimfelf, Peum immortalem | quanto ille plures de
fefe ferméQpinianes quam cringg fparfiz. . To alike purpole Tyche Brake
L (Cdifcowgfing dei Nowi fiobls-Crgni- Annyi6co. ), Decreta Elwndumay
el bisd indgfcenpipm e ab 445 Gird 4T Lafpi a{frulﬂ‘g{-ﬁﬂ.m proficcatar, prafigiri
faveuidenti experimentio,seqiepas < bug yet (o hard itis even. for wile
men to difcard their guj evnlisi gowcasirla gpare asOrigencalls
them, Opinions brought withthem; and wowven iato the very firlt
contexture of their minds 3 he-adds, Non idsirce [Latuendum Dewm
o Nataramwabibus npuiter, f’ﬁ-r;fmh'f_-l' corporihus-inaniter dludere, nibilgue
prafigii mundg sffendere s as if they mult needs be in vain, unlels they
ait prefages ( which yet nomanisableto reach the certain know-
ledge of- g letsas W
A cruth which the diffgrent purpofes and fignifications to which
thele Prodigies have been (inalltimes) expounded, make faith of.
In the more ancient times ofthe world>when they had their Cokegiz
- - . watum, publick Profeffours of the Arts of Divination, by any unufual
wQuis WM ¥i= prememeng in Natire, We Thall obsferve. Eantbquaker, €qpets, Dight-
deret amenii= ping s &rc, expounded fomerimes lara, {ometimes. finijtri Omiga: All
ams infilfira- ot images Slike fome among the Papifts ) weremade rolook
pem, & im- o the people with a frown or a {mile, according asthe Priefts of
perfpicienti- o1 ¢ for State-reafons’) were pleafedito manzgéthem by their fub-
am VEICTHMs o interpretations.’ | Thus, inlacter times, they'have always ( like
BE RIS 1O TT 2~ Sl t‘gund:d-m fiich 2 tune and ‘fence. as che'paffengers phancy
Mmotus, unin  w d}d mplofe apon chem s Tharpluvaapirpires, bloudy rzin_(“in‘the
ﬁif."ﬁf.”r"”""'ﬂ hnguaee of the Naturalifts) falling av Brusells, Ann.xé 461 concern-
selefie fig- o thereafon of which, there are extant tlie feveral judgements of
muit, rein fe- § &% pned men, was i.gm} doubt) received by timeronsand phan-
eundam ;alier cjes g57'prefage ofa bloudy warfuddenlyto-enfue; whertasothers
serra-motiss giyned'iv tanguim Omen pasifici fwders#, and aSignethat heaven would
alterum ful-  fosner viinblotid” then there fhould Beany further effnfion thereof

memelternm  on Faprh or'Sed, A the Pocuckpréfietirhimfelf upon'thiroceafion,

fignum, rem S5 gnn (v effufum vere R siundiphe oriioris, i
ddver[am por- Ipfe teftantur quods pluis axis aque, it

senderet 7 Pryciivhén the herre of Zuingliss { Who wWasburne, being found' a-
Polyd. Vir€. mong the flain ¥ ‘Was foand “ifivire in the afhes; when hisbodywas
de Prodig.l . confumed. HiSfriends (o this Ordebl erial?) concluded che'ftone-
. nefs and fincerity, but his adverfaries rhe._lr_hdu_r.}]:em:'.:_; thereof. But

Thuzn, 615, THEErAYE RGN TIEKCS b more fober. glolcupdiidis pibvidency,
dod wiv.any. CHEDCICHEE Fr EROTEWREIAS) Adebuus hicke 36l EXUE IS AR ZE 8
153} : r;:;gwmrﬂrﬁmuwﬁm,. pre e gueifque whnid [uperflicieie Imrpm;lnwg
. o / Chg




Se&t 1. of  Natursl Prodigies.

Mens minds diftarbed withlove ot hatred « asic Falls ode: inreligi-
ous differences’) each parey fuperftitioufly: inverpreds all accidents
in favour of it felt _ :

In theinteritn we may fafely infer the vanity of trufting much to
thefe Prodigies, which ( like mercenary fouldiers ) may be eafily
brought to fighc oneither fide i any, cafe.  Accordingly ‘Philo tells

ws, that the law of Mofes banithe from the Jewfh Nation oy da- %'

voonbwes, Teedloonbas, all the oblervers of birds, and regarders of
Prodigies, becaul'; II?.:_,'; Diviners were kel bu:l.ﬁf fpecions and plaufible
comjeftures, entertained different phuncies of the fame things, buth becaufc
their fubjets bad no ffeady and fixt Nature, and themfelves were unprovi-
ded of any [ure Maxames, By which to meafure and prove the concedts of their
ewn minds inreference tothem.

Canvic now be reafonably imagined; God (all whefe witys are frdge- -
ment ) ‘everintended thefe pertemons occurrences as histrampets to 47

alarm a drowfie world, which give forth 28es gavirfo obfcure and
uncertain a'found # Can it poflibly be prefumied, that any thing is
there fignified where nothing ever wasor will be [crminﬂ: urider-
ftood ? ‘1f thefe be the figns of the gods (Gid Twly difconrhing upon
thisargument ) whyhave theyalwiys begn (o dirk4nd obleare?
for if they ¢ome forth thar'we mighe underftand things future they
ought to declare them more openly and plainly; w4 nie octideé quident;
f ca feivi nolebanr, ornot fo much as ‘darkly, if they'wonld not have
them underftood. Did Godever inall the'Scripture, foretel an evil
by any fuch winding dnd fquint-ey'd Oraclesas the Old Serpent
made ufe of, which ufed to work men to fome confufed and pannick
fears) or to'enfhare thenn while feemme to wartvthem?® When he
© fpake to Egyprby VWO TN the wordsof hisfigné! Pfi, o}
27 they were-fuchas were eleasly expreflive of his minde and pur-
pofe, they were fuch as ( like arrows fhot into a Town Withletters
beund aboutthem ) did bear upon them their own fignification, and
gave very ineelligible intimations of their end and inrention 5 where-
25 all chele fignes, as commonly reputed, give forth no certain noti-
cesof the events they point unco 5. For they are not Hieraglyphicks
of the judgements (as bearing no likenefs and refemblance of ¢hem )
no éffective caufes of them, nor yet did Scripeute (2 confideration
in ftead of allarpuments ) ever Warrant usto receive any of them
withthofe religious and awfull regards whichare owing co the Mo-
nitors of the Dyvine difpleafure which certainly it M’Duld%lﬂ.'ﬁe done,
hadthe hopour of God andthe goed of men beenfohugely concern-
ed in them, s {onie would haveustoimagine. -

- Secondly, The times whercinthbe(e Brodigics bave been reccived swith
iheirfirft and moft religions regards were [weh a7 [ifficiently LeJen thedr re-
fute with all perfons that ufe notto truff their faith without [ome fecurity.
Excellent that {peech of K . Fames, A good Crifis of a Prefidentor cu-
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Of Nutural Prodigies. Set.x.

ftoin may be made by an acendance to the condition of the times
wherein they firft obtained, which if remarkahle, either for the igno-
rance or confufions of them, they greatly render the things to {ulpi-
cionand challenge, whichreceived their firftbirth and original in
them. Now thenf (asthe Aftrologersufe ) we calculate the Nativi-
}y of this Opinion of Prodigies, we fhall finde nothing promifed and

ignified to oblige our affe€tions, becaufe (as truth obtains moft in
times of great knowledge and peace, whenwe have motk ability and
leifure to judge, fo ) the times wherein thisfirftand principally pre-
ﬁail:fcd, ftand blemitht with chefe twogreat evils, Ignoranée and Di-

raction

Firft, They were times of greateft ignorance both in matters of Religion
and Learning. ;

s Inmastersof Religion,who more critically obfervantef all fuch un-
ufualaccidents, then the Heathenwho knew net God? whofe whole Re-
ligion (inthe practice of it) was buta Syftem of ridiculous, obfcene,
and inhumane rites ;and (in the fpeculacion thereof ) but an endlefs
obfervation of Omens, and prodigies, and a pretended skill of inter-
preting dreams and firange accidents. It was among the Egyptians(as
we learn from $trabe ) a great inftance of Religion,dragépen etsd itegd
yeduuaTa to entey into their {acred records all the Errata Natura 5
and (perhaps in an imitation of them ) the Romans kept their annu-
al Regifters of the feveralanomalousoceurrences in the world ; fome
fragments of whichhave reacht our own times; Upona deliberate
perufal whereof, four things ( norunferviceable to our general Dif=
courfe ) offer themfelves to our obfervation. :

1. Thar the Events fucceeding them were as often happy, as unfor-
tunate : the rruch whereofthe curionsReader may foon refolve him-
felf of by a fhort furvey, :

2. Thatthey generally concluded in fuperftition; the people be-
ing readily wrought on to inftirute movas Ferias, to conlecrate new
Templesto the gods, to inftitute new Rites, expiare prodigia, & procu-
rare monfira ("as their $hrafﬁ was) to d ivert the unlucky Omen,

3. That there hardly paffeth 2 year or two in that Regifter, wherein
there are not recorded feveral of thefe Porrenta. :

4. Thata vain opinion of thefe things held the people under 2
perpetual pedagogy to bafe and ignoble fears of God, and impendent
evils. :

Upon which accounts, T domore then incline to beleeve, that the
devil(who hath the poffe aeris at his convmand ) did often ( by divine

ermiffion ) procure many {Eralggi: impreflions on Nature, thereby to
fright thofe to hisalrars, which he could-never perfwade ; and to
fubdue the minds of mento ( hisown image) a perpema‘.ﬁ:ar and
rembling before the fence of a Deity. ButGod ( who ufeth tomake
the devils mines to fallin upon him{elfg made (no doubt) this happy
ufe of thefe flavifh feirs'inthe minds of the Gentiles, even the
ufhering in ofthe Golpel Jubilee with the greater acceprance among
them; as by the fears & terrours of the Law he alfolevelled the way to

s more ready and cheerful reception amongthe Jews. Buttorerurn,
! Secondly,
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Secondly, As ignorant werethe times in Philofsphy asReligion 3

perfectitrangers to the Reafons 'of chings : for  asic 1s well obfer-
ved Jasthe knowledge of the natural caufes of Earthquakes, Eclip-
{es, Lightnings, Meteors,coc. obrained  amongft the Gentiles of old o
all their omunous fears, their fibri fulgurales, imterpretations of pro-
digies, fellinto contempt and difrepure : the more men advanc’t in-
to the lighe, che lefs apt were they to ftare, Theythen begin tofmile
at their tormer fuperftitions as men in the day laugh ac thofe dreams
and vifions which frighted them in che night,

Befides (fecondly ) they were Timres of publick fears, troubles, confu.' Attamen bhas
fions (generally ) when nen were moft impre/five to a fear of thefe prodigions in bello plura
accidents, Thus Livy fomewhere notes, rarbido aliquo tempore, verfis in & majora via
Religionem animjs, mulre vifz creditaque prodigis que non erant ; and dentur, eadem
elfewhere tellsus, (Hift.l.28 1) In czvirate, tanto difcriming bells folli- enim non ani-
¢ita, quim Omnipm [(ccundoram adverforumane catfas in' Deos verterent, Mmadvertuntur
muita prodigia nunciabantur, Inpace : gece-

Men, when they think God difpleafed; (asthey deal by 2 man they i ilud eti-
conceive their adverfary) look upon all his aétions throagh the black 4. quod in
medium of fufpicion and jealoufie, and therefore they all {eem to car- ™etu & peri-

terrours and affrightments with them. All ftrange Accidents (like c#/o o cre-

range paflengers) in rimes of difcompofure are {ufpefted and exa- dumenr facil.
mined, Which freely pafs wicthout our notices when peace and loye %% tum fin-
i{'grfzd their'gentle wings over a nation 3 when fear hath oncecin- £untur impu-

ured the eye of the minde wich black (dreadfull) apprehenfions, it ##s Cicer.
eafily feesevery thing of itsown colour: it either finds its objeét, fpeaking de
or creates it inevery occurrence s the fun thines not upon the water Offenr, &
or a cloud, but (like the Moabites ) men eonclude figns of bloud from Frodig. L,
che rednéls of the colour, when fear hath once {oftned the {pirits, and de Divin.
difabled the minde for 2 cool and fedate judgement and valuation of Nu[quam
things. Befides, in[uchtimes, Religion knows not to keep its mean, plura exempls
but quickly runs over into fuperitition ( a fervile flattery of God, and vaticinanii-
an obflervance of him in lictle, weak, feminine inftances of ‘devo- W invenics,
tion,) L quam ubi for.

Now the Religion of Prodigies being conceived thusin the womly #1740 mentes
of grofs ignoranice, and nouritht by the foft and eafie fears of men in religione mix-
affl:€tion; when their fancy (like mertal in the firé ) refufech no fi- 74 percuflis,
gure, We cannot entertain any great Opinion of its ftrength and Sen Quaft.
goodnefs withour a forfeiture of our credit,with more confiderate and Nat.l.g.c.zg.
ferious perfons. Can it be ever thonght that God fhould advance an'z King,3.
obfervation of thele thingsinto fo neceffary a partof our Religion;'a- 22,23.
dopt it a great inftance of our regards of his fuperintendence; and
prefidency over the affairs of the world, when }( we fee) the devil
made choice of it to entertain the devouter fears of his Votaries wich-

all? Did God ever take f{acrifice from the devilsaltars# The devil
(indeed) hathalway been Gods ape, bur God will alway be found
the devils :rpﬁmﬁte, and to tread counter to him perpetually.  Many
of the critical rites and ufrges appointed the Jewith Nation,” will be
found ro refolve into the divine purpofe to crofs and thwart (by his
Eﬁ, the Egyprians, and other neigh-

C 3 bouring

commands ) che rites of the Za
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bouring Nations, Which had the devil for the Great Mafter of theix
(religious) Ceremonies. When our Saviour came iito the World,
the Religion of the greateft pare of it ( throughthe agency of thede=
vil ) ranoutinco 2 multicude of little rites, weak oblervances, bo-
dily poftures; and he appoints a Eclzginnf diretly oppofice) plain,
{imple, rational, life an Ti:i:__: whofe main defigne wasto _employ
and perfe@ the minde and fpivt of a map, Andcanitbe chou ht thac
heavenand hell now touch each other fo far, that We muft borrow
the mealures of our biggeft fearsand hopes, and motives t0 Repen-
tance. from the Ethnick Divinity ? ( inwhich if there had been aléa
guid Jﬁm. to be fure the devilwould have hindred itsgaining fo great
aregard asit did among his Votaries ) mult We now look for fuch a
Jewel as the intimations of the counlels of infinice Wildom are, in,
the dunghill of obfcene and monftrousbiiths,apparitions of lying (pi-
rits, ftrange voices in the air, mighty winds, alterations in che face of
heaven, co-c. from which the Gentiles in the times of their ignorance (ro
be-nighred men rotten wood fhines 3 thi}ught to receive thﬂught of
{fome heavenly counfel and direCtion. :

Thirdly, Prodigies Nesural are not to be regarded as Prognofticks
of Events arbitrary, even becaufe they are Noarural, [ are OWINE LOAS Ne-
ceflary caules in. Nature asthe more common and eafie produttions
thereof ] noneed to callin the extraordinary afliftances of heaven .
to (olve thefe unufual Pkenomena, for as Nature isbut a conftanc and
durible Prodigy,{oa Prodigy buc a morerare and unufual Nature ( as
hal:l':ibr:r:]n fhewn by many Writers, to which I remit the capable
Reader, 1 -

Nay (upen a duejudgement of things ) there will perhaps app
mare of Nature ina Prodigy then in the more harmenious coplort
Uniform Agents, to. which common ufage hath appropriated that
name ; That Naturein its produétion of the feveral kinds of crea-
eupes, thould (asif they were all (tampt with one common feal ) give
them forth in fuch equal and fimilar figiires and proportions,isa more
juft objeét of wender, then go fee the natural «rchens fometimes to
play che bungler, and to leave its work (infome. partsthereof ) rude
and mithapen., Thavthe Earth thould generally bé delivered cf the
niany ¥apours and winds within its bowels, without the pangs and

throws of anearthquake sand thatall che boji of Heaven fhould yiarch
¢ gvpryone on. bis iy and nox breatheir ranki, neither shruft one gnotber

bu wall exery gne onhisparh ( vo borrow the language of the Prophet
- teprodigies beyond an Easthquake., New ftar, or monfter fometime
difcoveredtotheworld, andtherefore more ullly chofen to be the,
conftant-inftances of the divine Wiifdom and Power s and to fee.fome
{trange fires breaking forth (fometimes) fromthe caverns of the ;ar.th,
is o miuchibeneath wonger; thag Pl tellsus, it exceedsall wonder,
thae chere fhould:be apy.day whereinzall chethings inthe world ( fo
pregdanc wath Aierydprangiplys), donos break forgh into ope mighcy,
Hame andlayche World i alhes,, vvih adg ot i ay oy Bribod
Now then, what, fober Reafon wcan. warrant usto cancludeany,
neceffary and natural occurrences the prophetick figns of Events (to

us
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us) purely-arbitrary and.contingent 2 Either all fuch irregulir ac:
cidents thall be allow’d prefages of future judgements; and then Jer. 20, 3.
every Nationwul become a Mager Miffabib_and (whar was threat-
uponthe Jews)our lives fhall abway bang in doubs. before wss we fbatk then Dyoye 28 ¢ 6.
fear-nigheand day; and have no affirance, (at lealt, no comfort) df our :
liveds ‘orelfe fome onely of chefe Prodigious Evemsthall be foac-
knowledg'd;; bunthén, agp whote feet muft we fir vo-learn which
abie opely the Interpretersof the power of Nature; -and whichare
At dylasr; Gods meflengers' to proclaim to a Nation that the
days aj'fu';iﬁ’r.-atiﬂn areapproaching?  Certainly figns of judgments :
extraordinary, mult themfclves be: fuch, they mufk (asthe Bropher Ifzi 44, 5.
{pdaksinanother cafe ) be thefr own witngfler] and (dike Heralds which
procizimia War) bearluponthem (if poflible) that badge and cogni-
zance: Whereby their office:may be innw::, all may anderftand to
whatendand purpole theycome forth from God. We find ' in Scri-
prure, that Goeds real figns were generally great and mighty, tran-
icendent to the powers and poffibilites of Natural Agents; that it ;
mightiappear his power was greatly concern’d in themy and thar Arg: 4.
they came forchupon 3 greacer puspofe thesd the bare fervice of the
laws of Nature, and the powers of fome fecond Canfes; 't Exod.7.1, 4,
Fourthlyy Thecmudidionand tomper of the Occonomy we are now finder 1 King.18,
agimies ot v copeitics ion Gf any figns from heaven,either towitne[s againft 14,
the pradlices orpiniuns of any parsy of men, or to give norice of an approache 3 King, 20,9,
ing mcrey or judgement (1o all whicly purpofes they'minisftred hereto: Luke z1. 25,
ore; | gl b Aag : : -
God:was pleas’d. heretofore (fuitably to! the nom-age of the
Churchy to addrels himfelf very mbchtoche lower facultiesof the
Soul, “( Phancy and: itlnaginationy) accordingly wefinde Prophecies
deliver’din vehement and unufial{chemes of fpecch, fuch asare
apeereatly to ftnkeand affeft upon tmagination 5 Chrift was pro-
mis'd (osanefpeaks) fib magnificic & admizazionen facientibus ideis,
the:myferics of the Golpel were held forch in moft fplendid eypes
and fymbols; and thedaw 6f God fore’ v uponthe fiirits of men here:
tofore by che terrowsof e thundering heaven and a burning: moun: He :
rain; and a fPeedy Vengeancenponthe defpiferstherdof, the dpiries FE0-12- §.
of good men carried out to adtionsand tempers beyond their natu:
ral capacities, by the pieghancand vigorous imprefles of the divine
Spiriv,and the feas of the Church excited, add her faich affifted by Pfal. 74. 9.
mig htyfensand woénders, «(thewithdrawing Whereof the Church
bewayls, theyallvanifking asthe lighe of divine Revelation, pre<
vail’d, as ftars doe upon the approachesof day-lighe. ). - ol
But they which talk of and look for any fuch vehement expreffi-
ons of Divinity now, miftake the cemper & condition of that Oeco-
nomy Which the appearanceof our Saiviour hathnow putusunder;
wherein all thingsare to be managed ina more fedate, cool, and
filentmanner, in a way finted to. and exfreiﬁvu of the temper cur
Saviadndiidover’d in the world, #%e caufed not bis voice ta be heard in the
reers ; and to the condition of a Reafonable Being made to be ma-
nag'd by fteady and calm arguments, and she words of Wifdom heard in
quict

I3, 42.2,

Ecclefis.17.
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Of Natural Prodigics. Sedt, 1,
keard inguiet [ina mooth and ferene temper;] the myfteries of the
Gofpel come forth cloth’d in fedateand incelligible forms of {peechs
the minds of men are not naw drawn into ecitafie by any fuch vehe-
ment and great examples of Divine Power and Juftice as attended
the lowerand more fervile flate of the World, Themiracles our Sa-
oiour wrought were of a calm and gentle nacure [curing the blinde,
reftoring the ficke and lame, not caufing of thunder and ftorms, as
samuel, but appeafing<hem] none of them fuch asthe Jews call’d
for, owpcia &x 78 seavs, figns from heaven, fuch prodigious and af-
frighting thundersand fires which attended the delivery ofthe law
and thelpiritof Elijah, Indeed the ¥eil of the Temple-was rent, the
Sun dreadfully eclypft, the Earth terribly fhaken at hisdeath; but
thefe aftonifhing wonders were made ufe of as his laftrelerveto
conquer the prejudices of an obdurate people, upon whom hismore

gentle and obliging inftances of Divine Majefty made no impreffion:

and %erhaps thefe prodigious changes in Nature were intended as
1Erﬂp etick emblems of the great change fhortly to enfue in beaven

the way of worfhip and religion ] and Earth [the powers and
Kingdomsof the World] by the powerand Dotrine of that Per-
fon who then died upon the Crols. :

That mighty rufbing ¥ind arPentecoft Which'was iff’d in a foft
and lambent fire upon the heads of the firft Preachers of the Gofpel
waspoffibly a figure of that more vehement and cerrible State o
the law, which ufher'd the way for and determin’d inthe more
fedate and gentle difpenfation of the Gofpel. God hathnow (ina
greacmeafure) left rightinF of mento heaven by. viftble terrours :

the law of the Meffias was deliver’d upon the mount inthe fmalland

ftill voice | and is fer Home upon the heartsof men by thel terrour
onely of a mewriTeesw reipz;a more Heavy vengeince in anocher
W orld, then what overtook the defpifers of Mofes law: God ex-

efts now that we fhould be judicioufly religious, and afted tohis

ervice by a Spiritof love and of i found minde;to fear his threatnings
more then the burnings of §inai, to logk upon a bad man (fince the
appearance of Chrift totake away fin) asthe greatelt Prodigy,and
to cf:dp'?& the figns of an approaching judgment nen in Erratis N dk-
re [ed feculi.

Thus have T endeavour’d the proofof the Thefis propos’d, by fome
gerieral Reeafons and Arguments: Others there are of asgreat mo-
ment, which (thar 1 overlay northe: Readers patiénce) fhall be
referv’d asfomany nerves and finews torun through;and holdco-!
gether the main body of the enfuing Difcousfe. ) “lig

r
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SECT I

Some Particylar Prodigies provid o figns of enfuing
Evils,

Comets contizonly thought prefages *?f evils; and why. A4 difference berrrecn
comets and (ome luminous bodies in the Heavens like them Prov’d not
to be figna operantia of any evils in Earth. The difficnlty of determining
tie [pecefick Narure of 2 Comet, provd no tncenft exhalation by 4 Con-
Jiderarions: further evine't no effeétive caule of evil from the dine nfion
and the acknowledg® 4 altitude thereof. Three Arguments to prove them

nos to be Signaindicantia of any evils The difficulty of reprebending any
errour which bottomes in pbancy and imagingtion, The Onii fion of apar.
ioudar difcourfe concerning fome other Prod igies,excus™d.

Hat which thelaw of our intended method lays nexr before us,
is the proof of the Thefis propos’d by a particular Induétion, 1

fhall cherefore dire€t my thoughesupon fome, (twere to overvali=
the Argument to fpeak to many) Prodigies, which have beernt
thoughe the moft plaufible precenders to the honour of being 8 fm-
ol Fropherica: Amongft which Comets are of more efpecial regard
and have been receiv’d (by thefaith or feéars of moit times) as 2
kind of Beacon fir"d from Heaven toalarm the World, and togjve
intimation of an approaching evil: The Caude Comete efpecially
feems to the eye of ignorance the emblem of 2 Flaming: fword,
orfiery rod,and to carry the dreadfull images of fome mighey féou rge
prepar’d tocorreéta froward world withall:  Wich the Postit pai-
tech asa rul’dcafe,

Nungquam celo (peffatum impung Cometam,

A comet never fhone from Heaven to give the world any pannick

tears,  The Afirologers (as confident of the final as the Peripate

ticks of the formal caufe, of any fuch unufual lights) take them-

{elvesupon the appearance of them to be the Filir canaculi Whicly

are to expoundto the world thef= myltick charaCters of Hedven!

Indeed any alteration and unwonted wrinckle in the face of heaven,

is thought (like 2 frown) a'prefage of aneer and fome intended

evil, partly becaufe Heaven'is conceiv’d the throne of juftice
whence ‘tismoft proper toexpeét the figns of Vengeance, but efpe-
cially becaufe the general harmony of 1t motions and conftancy of
itspates (Whereby it reproacheth the Lunacies and frregularicies
of this lower: world) feem to ‘affire that Anomalies 'at any time
therein cannot ifliie ex matura (ubjedi. (ed Confilio Dei, from the nitide
of the fubjeét, but che wife purpofe of God(by thefe) to warn he-
fore he firike, and (asbya flaming fword) to drive the world our of
iesfools paradife; (a flatcering peace and fecurity)
To encounter the vanjey of 16 fpecious and’ obfiinate animaging-
tion; Ifhall endedvour to evince thefe lirange Phenomena’ i Hea-
b yen,
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ven, no Prognofticks of any enfuing evils, as being neither the
figna operantia, nor yet the figna indicantia of them. Only I muft
(before I proceed) tell the Reader thatby Comets, I mean Comets
(truly fo called) not thofe (Comero-¢d'¥, as 2 more accurate regard
to Nature hach of late taught men to diftinguifh) fiery and lumi-
nous appearances in the elementary region which onely ape and
refemble them 3 but fuch luminous bodies which are carr’d witha
kinde of regular and uniform motion, and extend their continuance
oft to the fpace of many weeksor months: and fofeem akinde of
Participia Nature, parcaking of the light and motion of a Planer,
and of the vanifhing Nature of a Meteor. Now to our bufinefs,
Firft, Comers arc nor to_be own’d the figna Operantia, the gffeitive
Jigns of any evilsenfuing 3 for thus “tisvulgarly concluded, upon this
refumption, that they are a kinde of hot and {ulphureous exhalati-
ons, fevon fire, which (as “ewere the feaver of Nature) prey upon
the humidum the moyfture of ir, and {o fuddenly dry and exhanftit:
whence enfue great droughes, dearths, famines, peftilences : and by
intending the heat of the air they are thoughtto encline to fea-
vers, to promote cholerin Princes and Nations, and {o o lay thae
fuel in men, which will foon break forth intathe flamesof publick
wars and confufions,
The Reafons I fhall tenderto perfwade the contrary fhall. not be

guendis, quod many becaufe I defigne not a trjumph buta vi€tory, and would noc

adnrivari

mofcere nun-
quam Pote-

rimus. Fien,

de Comet,
p. 18,

Res perplex-
iffimacfi &2
emnem feré
conatunt el-

that this part fhould fwell beyond the juft meafares and proportions:

debemus, cog- 1 fhall content my felf with fome few taken from this threefold To-

pick, The Nature, the Dimenfions the Alritude of a Comet,

1. 1argue it to be no Operative figne of evil in this lower world, from
the General Nature thereof, As for its more fpecifick and diftinét Na-
ture, it is that which many Philofophers have fhot their beleat, but
it is hard to f2y (at thisdiftance) who hath hic the mark. Enquiries
about heavenly bodies ufually conclude in Wonder and doubr: Ac-
cordingly (in thisargument) wefhall finde allforts of Philofophers
(ancient and modern) profefs themfelves unrefolv’d, and modeft,
but onely the avow’d Followers of Ariftoile, whofe ufage is (too

dir. Erom.de often) in Divinity to.make a great deal of nothing 3 and in Philofophy,

Com.l. 3,
6 AT

nothing of a greacdeal. We fell from God by reaching after the
knowledge afg:hings too highfor us, and “tis a mercifull juftice that

Nobis rimari we fhould be humbled into afenfe of our finand ignorance by our

ills ¢ con-
jeffurairein
occulta, tan-
tuim litcet,
neccum fi-
ducia inve-
niendl, nec
fine {pe.
Sen. de, Co-
met. log,
Nat.z2. 1.7,
C. 29,

being pos’d in thofe things which we molft converie with, or are
moft defirous to underftand, However thole notices we can arrive
t0 of the General Nasure of a Comer, will fufficienly ferve the repre-
henfion of that vulgar conceit now before our confideration [that
%is Mali Preco] For it appears to us in.an evidence as greac as
the mateer will bear, 1. That & Cometisno exhalation feron fires (the
‘E,erea: .!hi.f?gdt whichthe Opinion turnsupon) 2 That it # & kind of
heavenly body.

Firft, It is noexhalarionincenff, Thismay appear firft from the con-
(Rant equality and evennefs of its light and j{gnrﬁ, the main body of a
Comet is obferv’d to maintain an even and conftant rotundity, and

to
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to fend forth 2 dire€tand uniform ray of light in the tayl ortrain
chereof : Whereas if it were a fire, it would thift its figuresaccord-
ing asche neceffity of that Pabulum Whereby it is maintain’d, did
require ;and would appear greater or lefs according asit had more
or lefs fubdu'd and prevail’d upon the matter which it fpent its
force upon, Befides Comets as they are (like the Planets) intheis
motion, akind of fielle erratice, {o alfo like them in che Narure and
quality of theirlight ; they do not feintillare, and provoke the eye to
more intenfe notices by any new and uneven vibrations of ight,
whereas fire fparkles, and 1s alway in(either diret or circular)
morjions.

2, Fromtheclear and conftant vifibility of them. Nothing checkes and
intercepts our full and free view of an appearing Comet, but (what
may allo obfcure the fun) the interpofe of a clond, Whercas were
they incenftexhalations (of fuch vaft dimenfions) a Comet muit
neceflarily carry its own Earth about with it to eclipfe it fometimes
from our fight, becaufe it is fuppos'd (like a torch) in the purfuic of
its pabulumi to burn downward, (thoughit beapparent that Comets
extinguifh and become invifible by moving higher into the Hea-
vens) becaufe che more grofs and uninflamed pares mult fometimes
needs intertupe our fight of that fire which hath ceas’d the parts
which lye nexc the fun, or the (fuppos’d) elementary fire, which
the vulgar doétrine afierts the occafion of thefe prodigious fires
in heaven,

3. From the Wniformity and fleadinefs of their motions, Comets Nullis igni-
though not all fubjeét to one and the fame law of motion (becaule bus ordinariis
obfery’d indifferent in their motions to any quarter of Heaven) yet ¢ celeftibus
are all noted to proceed with a very great conftancy and uniformity, iter flexum
to defcribe exattly 2 fegment ofa great circle, and notto beadted to ¢ff, fideris
any fuch giddy and cafual courfes, as fire, which is (in the elemen- proprium ff
tary Region) determin’d by the air, or the circumftances of the ducere orbem.
matter which feeds, it which way it fhallmove and incline it felf.  Sen, Nat,

4. And laftly, From the dimenfions of 2 Comet, Tycho meafur'dinche queft.). 7. de Q‘E :

tayl or train of his €omer, An 1577, ninety fix femidiamiters of Comet.c.23.
the earth; and fome afironomers foundinthe beard of thar which vid, From
fhone An, 1618, the extent of 382700, German miles; (in fhort) Mer, ), 3.
if we truft the meafures of Aftronomy, they have been oft found to ¢ 4. A 7.
exceed the proportions of the Earth: Now it feems greatly impro-
bable that o vafta body of vapours fhould be drawn together fo
long and fo high, nay impoffible ; the whole earth (if but one vaft
exhalation) being infufficient for its make and {upply. Its here re-
turn’d, that it were indeed impoffible, ifche body of a Comer were
folely of a fpherical figure ; buta Comet (fay our adverfaries) may
be expanded to a plain, like a cloud, and fo maintain the opinion
of its dimenfions ;. Towhich we anfwer, that although in fome pe-
fition, a plain figure may give the fhew and appearance ofa Comer,
yet it cannot in everymotionand fite and every pofition of Behold-
ers, unlefs it be of a {pherical figure,

1 proceed next to a more pofitiye deftription of the Nntzre of2
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Of Natnral Prodigics. Se&, 2,

Comet, by provi Ing Er*o e u-fcr._;af,.';-.‘l. 'hat kinde of 'h:m--;r

-

body it 15 as diff eult 3s unnece Jar in this pl ce largely to dehine.
That fuch 2 one it is, Wa 1: uch credite d by the joynr {ufirages of
the more Ancient Philof p 5. Ariftorle {rems the fis -{t, who pre-
{fum’d againdt che fenfe of Ani L‘u‘:u todegrade Cor nets from hea-
ven to the degree and place of MELeOrs {eton fire b, his 1gnis ele-
LICTEdT s 115 had one Philo ||"'h v pro M -J’L s and another fro .:.:.F::.:.-

which latter, (becaufe recommended to the Po wpulicy ) his chief
“‘1r_ Wasto |1. ke fnh,_._:n[.,l.lf;dlnd cancs) generally -umwh and facile
1the {urface fon L.yu terpofing here an d there a few knotsto exer-
cife r‘ e fubtiler fort of his auditors ) not much caring though it
wers hollow, and | il x.nm. with litelé befides ae; y words and m}
fpeculations, beyond which the moft never take care to fearch and
enquire,
]rr.;_]-: to endeqy ":.'H] the Pr -onf of this r*”l'l would be tounder-
‘.-'ﬂ.L the pains of more able Undertakers 1nthis argument, and to

over-doe the end to w m.x this u-luu-.h is levell’d. In fhmr (to
onrit :E*.: confideration of its rile and fecting Jche Par. Max ,of a Comet
is found much hlr,[]vcj thart of the moon 3 whichgives the molt un-
doubted report of its exceeding it in Altitude, Br.fiu if II:"M.iE
not much above our Armafplicire (bn hich exceeds not the diftance of
fourfcore 11111.:*,1 its drcus apparentie Would be fo fraic and inconfide-
1'1[11; that {as hath béen prov li,} it would Intwo or three hours
quite ritn out of che compafs of our fenfible Horizon, nor poilibly
continue fo long together vifible to us as Comets are generally
.kuﬂ'n’r]'l Tu -’.1{|L

Our fecond n*gum,.nttn evince that no evilin this lower world,
OWES It |l:.|* to themil 180 alpetts of a Cmmr istaken from the dimen.
frons'thereof, Te feems (1nthe body of it) {carce ¢qual tothe dimen-
fions of a ifu of the firft magnitu Ih : the truch is, pars minima eff ipfe
Cometa fuf, the true and real Comet isthe leaft part of its appearing
{elf, inregard che tayle thereof is not W ar. fed §uoems, iUt.m} rea
and’ {ubita “1;.'{‘!.1=tth ‘reof (as commonly Fﬂ’-'i‘-lll”ﬂ-i1 Hiﬂ“- forth
as the condition of the matter doth invite the fire to follow, but the
thining of the {olar be ams through the more porous and {pungy
P.”'n ‘the head thereof (fome mictation Whereof, we fcrmt:timr;s
have in the béams of the fetung fun darred thr.:n..gh a difpos’d

cloud, or throvgh fome fmall mr:wlu ina ‘-'r:lli which (after the fi-
'*'1‘“01 a rod ) firft clofe and ks :t together, and “then {pread and di-

ate chemfelves chwdmf_' as they advance further irca;n the an-
r,' tiz of the mateer W ]'n"u: at they encer (tor its obferv'd thac f{tillas
the Sun circle$ in'its diurnal motion in the heavens, fo doth a Co-
mets tay le \-,-,*L g, an a 'Ci?c.{t an ﬂ.*‘n:r:.h pu}ut in I:ht‘: heaven 5; fo
that chefe mighity vi h]atm 15 Of hﬂ,u from its luminous body, puca .
grede fall icy Ll]}-J'J e eYe, an id 1UrL'!'1'1.‘ it much 1111}'.""1 then intruth
1[ c. Nowthencan iche t"-‘f"l_l m’ ‘l E:r} iny man thar will ow any
account of his Oplnmi‘i to Reafon, that (in it felf) (o fmalk abody, ax
fovaffa f=-f.1n’mh,r.rrr fo fncon .Jcrh.c L rtme and moving fﬂ faft . s

can be : {ufficient for any fuch nota ble eftecls as fumc ealy men 1:1
title




Segt.2, Of Natural Prodigies,

title it unto 2 "-.VF' ¢ Huftory (al uil; 15 ' f C¢ II"atf: it what
ArTLY L::Jtl.-'si aiu’d and defil’d by the fuperftition of the writers, able
to upport the confidence of this perfwafion? How little able are
W L__[ -the obfervation of fo many hundred years to afligne the
cff ,_LI:.ULr 1e moit noted ftars in heaven, except the Sun

and Moon?

3. Our laft Argument was ti'-ih.-hmnc‘ Rnewledg’ .‘.:xa.-.!.; -.-_l
thefe ynwonted appesrences: They whicl 11**{11h11 them 1nthelowelt
place,affign them very near the orb of fire:Now how weak & feeble
‘111!LL.'§JELI.|| on can a few c¢xhalations kindled at fovaft a mh::m
make upon this lower world 2 c.pct::ml y confidering there is

iddle region interposd, by its coldnefs firred to temperand qua
1 fy the heated and exciccate ayr, before it mingle with that
which we heve breath in. Befides how little ableare thofe ‘-’-thu_
impreflions upon the ayr, to ftar id before thole more Llli ble and
V1igorous ; leerations whichthe fucceeding {eafonsof the year con
cinually m ~-]-;,, upen it ? The Qpinion which afferts Comets to be
incens'd exhalations would carry f1|, my eye) more fair ’H‘? a1
ances of truth, if owing them rather che prefages of feafons hea
full, and d: IL“.mL in regard it lll,"lhu._l'll fo many noxicus and im-
pure exhalations confum d (at {o yait a diftance from Earth) bydire,
the molt potent corrective of an infeciious ay:

Thefe Reafons feem fufficient to reach the 1'-|.~;~GIF0 our firft alfer-
tion [that Comets are nog fignd operativa ;;.' orum] I am e Xt to
pu‘un:th :m not to be figna mia-.;ruavfr-w which 1!“111“ ndeavour
From the indiffe 1-.?*.) ,zrff*rm.rf lity of thefr afpects and anot: ]HC'I'
often pafsover the heads of many and different ':_.mlurflf m:m.
1617, was fucceflively vertical to Arabia, f;-’_,f 4, Turky, Barbary,
raccd, China, Spain, France, Italy GLJ”-‘h--:—- land, Mu.t-ﬂuh;ue m‘-'
which of thefe can itbe prefum’d to level its mali gn afpedts as
Which of thefe was moft concern’d inits pi '114”‘-5: furely none
them. Butasthe Sunand Moon being defign’d to declare the f.""”

Godro the world, their line therefore # gon JMJ through =I¢JtL.rf1 Bt

{o(poffibly) God intending thefe W C.'Iﬂu-.]‘ﬁlll appearances inhe
ven, not {o much the monit u\ s of hisanger, asof his glory, woul -:
have them thus Catholick in their mot ions and {hew themfelves to
fizch variety of pe ople. m‘l languages,

(2) lan;:u ag unu tth ot the diery wealne[s of tha fcurri tign,

the art of prejaging by then is L.rr:m'.-:'ﬂ”r* which we maytake inthe ':
wd5g§3{}‘r¢.¢rr I_,h: in all curious :l.l:*: Portendunt Comet® fuxtd Cardanlza 1|.|
Saturnum peftes ¢ proditioncs, ¢ [Fevilitaren ; Lmﬁ’}’a..rm legum mut Z Derer.var, i
LIONER, i""-'_ri".[.._r.'.'. Pu"‘ !u,""-'.l JHXEL M arten,: ! Ilrllr'r JHXEE & Solcimns Lots o v'l: E. 70 il
'5; LFnan cladem ; Juxtd .f,:i.-':.z-:-i --.,.:,’J‘.i~ inund Lie’?!t.-: alegu inde ’"L'.”E i :':'
£y 82c, juxta Coronam ¢° in Trop ;::;. O ,..-‘Euni.:-'"'f HE 5 Regum interi- !,!,

: Ik

-h’r’,ic. the cracks ;111..- flaws of which difcourfe :pph.u fo wide
and vifible, that 'us needlefs to firike it with any Re 11’011 to makea
more full difcovery of them. "l.LL Aftrologers (like children) fetup
11L|.]t'1[1- ft imagination, fome phantaftical images uf thing s, and
then fear them as if they were great realities, 'Iu ery fol Hicit -.n us they
have ever appear'd , to. lengthen their cords, (todraw all x1 1d of
D 3 rfons
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Of Natural Prodigis. Sett.z,

Perfonsand Events, -within the lines and limitsof theirarg) but
very carclefs to firengthen their ftake (to borrow the expreffion of
of the Prophet ) to rat'fic and make good the Principles upon which
they daproceed. All the images they fpeak of in Heaven, and the
fignifications apply’d to them, ow all their credic folely to the cour-
tefie of imagination, i

3. Fromthe contraditbion of Experience, How mapg’ fore evils hath
the world travailed under, which were never fignified by any fore-
going Comet? ( fometimes not happening for many years together)
and how many Comets have there happened (fometimes) in a fhort
compafs, not feconded by any notable alterations in the places, to
which they feem’d efpecially to have refpeét ? Commendable herein
is the diligence of Gemma Frifius in taking notice of as many good as
bad events confequent to the appearance of them- Particularly {o
happy was that Comet Which happened under Nero, that Seneca tells
us, Cometis detraxit infamiam, it cleared the credit of Comets, and
brought themintogood thoughts, Theyf{eem indeed the prefages
ot approaching evils, either becaufe their Inserpresers are fo wellad-
vis’d as to affign them a competent period of time to produce their
effetis in, :m-ff to take in whole kingdoms as the [cene to alttheir
Tragedicsupon, and commonly put into their Almanack, onely di-
es nefaftos, days marke wich fome black and fad accidents (Which
we naturally retain a very réuu:k fenfe and remembrance of ) after the
appearance of them 5 or elie the world would appear to treat its in-
habitants with 2s much courtefie after, as before the appearance of
a Comet.

The Opinion I now conteft, is o receptive of Argument againft
it. that there is the lefs need of any to prefs it further, efpecially
confidering the great Advocatesthereofare fo much under the com-
mand of2 mighty imagination, whichdelightsin conjugatesand pa-
rallels, and (ymbolizing inftances, fomuch thac 1t ufnally makes them
or findesthem in Nature. Now we fhall ever finde thacall perfons
which take up opinions from theirown Poetical Genius and bufie
phanfie, are impregnable to all the affaults of reafon: the Rofj-Cri-
eians acted fo hugeTj«f by imaginationin Phifefophy fome kinde of Chi-
mifts in Medicks, the Cabalifts in Scripture-expofitions, Enthufiafts in
Religion, Figurc-cafiers in Aftrology, are fo invincibly refolved up-
on tﬁ’eir hypothefes, that(like himin the ftory) When their hands,
thofe litcle reafonings wherewith they hold them, arecut off, they
will merdicus defendere, hold them with their teeth, bitingand revi-
ling language, thrown upon their oppofers and neglefters. Theyare
entertamed with pleafant and eafiedreams, and therefore are angry
with thofe which attempt toawaken and difcompofe them, Astor
our felves, letus be content rather to fit down in the darknefsof an
humble ignorance,then to follow an dgnis faruus,the precending lighe
of Divination by a Comet,which leads but to the hﬂiand precipice
of a fuperftitious fear and an abufed minde : God hach fealed up the

Natures and ends of fome things in the world in a Ssier axd]es, 10 hide
pride from man : Hewill have fome myfteries in every fcience paft
our




Sett.3. Objeitions anfwered,

our fearch, to affure us, that there is one Firff Minde, from Whom
thefe depths came forth, and who can fathom and comprehend them
all. 1have noching furcher to fuperadd in this Argument buc this :
There are fome unufual appearances in this Elementary Region, the
lafl endeavoursof fire to imitate and coPy out the glories of the ce-
1¢(tial Region,upon Which the common fu!l'ra%c of Philofophers hath

beftowed the title of Comets, becaufe theyleem totouch one ano-
ther in fome fimilar properties of light, bignefs, continuance, upon
which 1 fhall beftow a few words upon a more proper occafion,

This part of the main body of my Argument, concerning Comets,
exceeding thusits juft meafures and proportions, muft neceflarily
ftarve and thrink thofe which ( in my firft thoughts ) grew next unto
it [ concerning Earthquakes, the apparition of two of three Suns at once,
and monftrous produdtions ] for, to redeem my former prolixity, I fhall
choofe to fpeak to them fparfim, asthe necellary returns of the argu-
ment fhall give occafion : Adding in thisonely concerning births,
which go off from the common figures of their kinds, that asthe affi-
{tance ofGod theSpirie, with our holy endeavours,doth not take away
the duzeriuar wesbens the weaknefles attendant on Chriftian pra-
étice,becaule he atts us ad modum noftrum;, {o neither doth the co-affi-
ftance of God the Father with all Natural Agents; quite remove the
auaenipars sioews, the errours of Nature, allthingsbeing aflifted ac-
carding to their proper meafures,powersand capacities,and with dne
regard to the Laws of aétion appointed to fome other intervening fe-
cond caufes, which perhaps we have no knowledge of,or attend not
much unto,

SECT. 111

An Anfwer to the Objections againft the precedent Dif-
© courfe,

The firft Objedlion taken from the common [ence and perfwafion of men pro-
pofed. Some gencral anfwers returned untoit. Anenguiry made into rhe
reafons of it, and refolved, 3, Into an ignorance of caufes. Ignorance
noted to beger confidence in the bead, and diffidence in the beart, 2. Inio
guilt, quickly awakened intoa fear of an approacking evilsand why. 3.The
application of a bumanemeafure to the divine affings. The commonne[s
and evil of this ufage moted in Philofophy and Divinity, 4. .4 greas pro-
penfion inmen 1o clofe with any flattering medium to arrive at the know-
ledge of things future. This noted in all Navions, [ome account given
thereof. ¢°The Agency of the devil. The advantages this per[wafion gives
him. His defigneto work bafe and (ervile fears in men, noted. 6 The au~
thority of a traditional [uper[tition. Prodigies obferved in our times,0b-
ferved in former. 7 The private opinions of fome comtemplarive per fons,
anclining to this per fwafion, Some of them voucht upon. 8 The Nature Ff
the [ﬁ:rm!, greatly impreffive toa cenceit of parallels, equalities, and f1-

militudes in the Government of the world. Strarge judgements and ehan-
£cs
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Objections anfwered, Sect.3,

gesinearth, defcvibed by Poets and Prof hets nfualiy, by fome mighty chan-
£
i

L=

in Nature, g The Natural apenefs vf the fonl to .zm:.run,r.rlrmgr U=
cHient and extraordindry, wish great Opinions, Arguments from gene-
ralconfent, when confiderable,

I Efore we can have peaceable poffeffion of the truth, for which fo
B'r uch evidence of Reafon hath been givenin, it will be neceffary
toremove thole Objections with which our title thereuntoisa litcle
incumbred. Now thefe are taken from a five-fold Topick,

1 From the common [enfe and perfwafion of men,

2. The authority and Teftimony of Learned i rizers,

3+ L he .E:Ic_;'f..'.’f; 1 f;lf-.:-.-.i.',?."fi"-‘ Expericnce,

4. The [ceming evidence of Reafon,

g+ Lhe Teftimony of Sacred I¥rit.

The four former have weight enough ro incline the fcale the other
way, the laccer feems to weigh it quite down,

Firft, Wearenrged with the common [enfe and perfwafion of the world in
allages. He thae hach butlooke into the Hiftories of times paft. fhall
readily obferve all Ages greatly propenfe to obferve Naturesfiray-
ings from her more utual law and rule of operation, and to entercam
all {trange occurrences with a kinde of Prophetick fear of fome
great evils impendent, of whichctheyare prefumed bue the harbin-
gersand Pracones. And furely this alone mighe ferve {fufhiciently to
vindicate the obfervation of Prodigies, at leaft, from all {ufpicion of
vanity and fuperflicion. .

To deal plainly, there is more of truth in this Objeion, then I
could with there were; to which to return 3 Magifter Errorum Popu-
fus,and that *tisthe office of Learning norro lead us to the multicude
but fromit; and that a wife man isthe greateft. of Prodigies, would be
thought but the beft of evafionsand the worft of Anfwers: Though
2 Wifer manthen my felf; when preft with the fame Objeétion ina
ke cafes [ At onnes Populi, Nationes, utuntur Aufpiciis, &c.) judg’d
it beneath any better anfwer, then cthis, Quafi verd quidgnam
Jit vam valde, quam mibil fapere, vnlgare, 14hall choofe rather to ens
quire into the grounds and reafons of this fo Catholick a perfwa-
fion; fortruthis belt ftrengthned, and errour refuted, per redudionem
ad principia, by calling men to a view of thofe principles and grounds
from which they grow, and into which they finally do refolve,

Now then, the Reafons of thisfo general ufige and perfwafion,
are (Lconceive) {ome or all of thefe following.

. Men (for the greater part) are wholly ;‘Ir.;ngcr::MFJM.-::.-EJ-::j"rlrf_ﬁ:
prodigious accidents, NOW as fear hath torment; {o ignorance hacthfear.
It is a certain rule, Nihilaqué facit homincor multa fu[picari ae nibil
[rire. Where We are unprovided of any prenotions of the qualities
of objefts or perfons, Nature hacth made usall very fuipicious, and
tearfull ro rouch, tafte, and truft, Perfons in the dark are full of mon<
ltrous conceits, ‘every fhadow isa devil, and every bufha thief to
them : Andthe more men are inthe dark as to the knowledge of
caules, fhill the more jealous and fearful] of Events: Now the medt

ot




Sect.3. Objetions anfwired,

of men are very ignoranc, and therefore fuperiticioufly fearfull upon
any fuchirregular events in Nature,
-—--Formido mortales contines omnes,
Duod mulsa interris fieri celdque tuenturs
eduorun operunt caufss nulla ratione videre
Pojfunt: Lucre,
The Fools Purgatory is as familiar as the Fools Paradife ; Ignorance
alls every unaccountable Symptom (in the Patient ) wiccheraft,
and every flrange accident a Prodigy. Befides itis the ufage of ig-
norance, efpecially where the objeétsare great, vehement, and ex-
riordinary, Which fall before it, to conceit a kinde of Divinity
dwelling in them, and coregard them as examples of fome vertue
and power {uperionr to Natural, Hippocrates tells us, thae {zd difeafe
( in Phyfick ftiled morbas facer, the holy or divine difeafe) took its
appellation hence, *Avdewma Svipuaay Ocior dves "t dmieins ) Jou-
piiomilor. ~Men called itdivine, from ignorance, and 2 blinde won-
derment at the ftrangeand vehement {ymptomsthereof. Moreover,
1tis the nature of ignorance to produce ( asdiffidence in the heart,
fowithall ) confidence in the head; for thofe which know leaft of
cthings paft or prefent, are ufually the moft confident determiners
concerning things futhire, Upon this account the muldtude ( co
which knowledge wasnever very friendly ) cannot but be greatly
impreffive to any great and religious perfwafions concerning prodi-
gies; ( efpecially if much forc’e upon them by the importunity of
bold men )

2, It i the Nature of guilt to be quickly awakened intoa fear of an ap-
proaching evil: Itfleeps (asthey fay of the Hare) withitseyes open,
quickly awake tofee -:—r{ph:mﬁc animpendent evil, how {ecure foe-
verit may feem to it {elf, or others. Guilt isupon every flight occa-
fion Mé:lus karaw, pever prophefying good concerning men,but evil;
Iewillfly when none purfues. There go ufually along with a guiley
breaft ( when fair colours hang out in the face ) black jealoufies and
fears, a zofued 7is Sudbom woizens, a fearfull expedfation of vengeance and
therefore ( like Belfbagzar) where it cannot diftiné&tly expound Gods
ftrange charaflers, it yet concludesthe general intention to be wrach
and judgement. The Authour ofthe Bosk of 1#i(dom_ hath therefore
well expreft the Nacure of guile, thus, Fickednefs condemned of ker own
witne|s, # very timerous;and being prefled with conficnce, always forecafi-
eth terrible things.

Guilchathan injured God alwaysprefented toit, now where our
livesand fortunes are in the hand of offended greatnefs, W think
more t ejuencly whae it may, then whac it will do withus. Where

men miftruft ( as guilcgenerally doth ) every nutus, words good or

bad, all actions, buteipecially fuch asare ‘to us obfcure and unac-

countable, are the feed of jealoufie. Guile can fpell death out of Gods

fweeteft promifes, much more out of his dark and incricate provi-
dences.

2. The firict obfervacion of Prodigies hath vifen from the applicarion of

& Fumane meafure o divine aclings. Allaétions of confequence done in
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ObjeFions anfwered, Selty.

tha world by humane Agents, come forth usm rteg Tt 0 TR With ob-
fervarion, they are ufually prefac’c with fomewhat Which may raife
expeltation, and give notice. Senccé (peaks of a pompa morvis, thereis
alfo a2 pompavite + Men ufe notcadere in negotia fed defiendere and
their a&tions of moment, though they have fometimes abrupzos fines,
yet it is feldomthat they have abrupia principia ¢ Now it isaccord-
ingly thought, that all Gods aétions cfremark, muft be fampr wicha
humane fignature 3 be uthered with che pomp and foleminity of fome
prodigious and preternatural occurrences. W hereasGod hath threat-
ned not orely to deftroy bad men by his judgements, but to furprife
them, toftorm them without 2 precedent Summors. We read of
nothing in the Rev. to be concealsd fiom men. butwhat judgements
the feven ehunders ustered. God oftenby pre pheciesand mighty figns
warned former Ages, 8 expelts now that former Ages fhould warn us.

There is noone thing which hach ferup fuch a multitude of idols,
vain and fantafticl conceits (asthe excellent Ferulam obferves) in
Philofophy, gquam naturalium operationusm ad fimilitudinem aflionyim bu-
manarum reduiiio 3 the reducing of all natural operations to alikenefs
with the a@s of men, 2nd the preferring of man ( the lefler world )
as the great glafs of Narure,in Whofe fab: ick and aétions, the fimular
images & imucations of all things in the greater World fhould be re-
prefented, And toas many vainim:ginations inDiviniry hath the ma-
king ( asit were) of God after their own image, ard faftning upon
him eicher §ido¢ OF mi9ms, oF 1 39s 4efpwwmwir,and propofit of the cu-
ftoms reafonings, and counfels of men, as the Facobs {taff, to elt mate
the height and extentof the counfels and altiods of Ged, ( whofe
ways and choughts,as we are told, are not laid by any of theie thore
lines 'which ours are ) expos’d men, _ _

4. Menare greatly propenfe o clofe with any flattering medium to drrive
at the much defired knowledge of things 1o come. The more the fruit of
the Tree of knowledge is plac’c beyond our reach; the moreimpatient
defires after it ufeto rile up in our minds; Now fuch is the know-
ledge of things wraptup in futurity, Hence Aftrology (which feeds
men with the aery hopes of thisknowledge) fo valuable a fcience
with the the Chaldeans; Orasles, fo muchractended to by the Grecianyy
Auguries, by the Romans ; any kinde of Prophets by the Hebrews : the
Speicrae owaere aUpicious figns amongft the ruder Heathens : In fhore
Tully hath noted, thatno King nor People ever was there with whom
{fome prefumed divine prediftions, Were notin ufe and credic: to
which 1further add, that it ishard to mention that thing ( neceflary
or confingent ) upon which the Ethnick vanity had nert affixe fome
fignification and prefage or other, Nay, and even in very good men
(in facred writ)we finde not this 1tc h after the knowledge of the con-
dition of future times, (ufficiently kil'd. g

This defive of knowing things future, is owing partly tothat migh-
ty thirft in the foul after knowledge in the latitude thereof ; partly to
2 {ecret diftruft of Providence, whichwe cannot endure to tollow e-
ven blind-fold, like Abrabam, not knowing whither we go; partly to our

natural reftlefnefs in uncertainties, and the {ouls not enduring a peri
petua




Sect.3. objeltions anfwered,

petual crucifixion betWeen hopes and fears; partly to that impreffive-
nefs of ipirit which imesof aétion and change (for iniuch prodigies
and prophecies are moft critically recorded ) are generally attended
with;asalto o that naufea which the tedious repetition of things pre-
{ent and familiar, creates the foul of man. For theierealons, men are
very ready toartend to a Prodigy as toa kinde of filentOracle,tore-
folve them in their enquiries de futuro, Which s indeed buc profane-
1y to go to God, whofe work itis, asthey would to a common For-
tune-teller.

To ditmifs this particular, There are efpecially two forts of things
which command our minds to the moft quick and ferious attendences,
1. Things rare and exéraordinary, Oracles, Myfterics, New notions, cu-
rious Arts, §ecrets, Storiesof Apparitions, = Predidtions and Divje
nstions » for we fhalloblervethe toul efpecially delighted in its en-
uiries into times far pift, and long hence to come ; Whereby it graips
? in 2 kinde of petey nfinity ) boththe ends of time atonce, Now
then, Prodigies may quickly callforth the fericus noticesand regards
of the muft, as being mire, matters (in themfelves) rare and wonder-
full. and alio (in common cpition ; menfird, things which canthew
them what is to come, and 10 lift che foul above the narrow Herigon
of things prefent and fenfible, which it hath fo often furferted and
cloy’d 1 telf withall,

s, Theband of Foub (the Agency ofthe devil ) feems not alittle en-
gaged in this bufinefs [ the firengthning of this opinion of Prodigies,
with which the minds of men are fo much pofleft | For he fervesno
fmall endsupon Perfons entertained with fuch obfervances. By fuch
curious w:ys he calls men « ff from more neceffary fearches and enqui-
ries, Humbleignorance (he knows ) in mateers too high forus, s
2 frujcfull mother of devotion : He ten ptsmen, like the fly, into the
fire by fetting the appeareances and hopes of a greater light before
them. Befides, he works men hereby into fervile and fuperftitious
apprehenfions of Gods for the Opinion of fuch prodigies, repre-
ferts him before the foul, with a rod of Vengeance perpetually in
his hard: A belief of a God, is thar fore which the Devill could
never ftorm (force by any direét temptation) and therefore he de-
figns by fuch terribleand fervile conceits wrought in the hearts of
men, to yndermine it : For perpetual jealoufies and fluvith fears of
God (like over-heated waters) boyl over at laft, and exringuifh
(that fire) that faich and fenfe of God, which firft produc’t them;
when the Notion of a Deity ftands alway before the mind (likea
Gorgons head) pregnant with nothing but horrours and difmays, ic
quickly worksand turnsittoa (ftony) ftupid negleét of Him; foto
getrid of that Olxsior Saupbvior, that mighry fear which wasitscon-
tinnall Exccutioner: -

M re-over, ‘the Devil (no doubt) lovesto’ bring men off from a
noble and genercustemper : And as itisthe defign of Religion to
caft out fear, and to introduce a fpirit of true freedomeand confi-
dence toward God, fo it is the work of the Devil to call on a fpiris of
bendage and fear,chat fo he may feein men the more lively and ﬂl:
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Objections anfwered. S et

prefs images and pourtraitures of himfelf, who believes and trembies,
He would have his rites of worfhip of old, @s-ﬂmyvm-‘g, frightfull
and amizing myfteries;che Idols wherein he was worthipe, bear in
their very names and titles 2 remembrance of that bafenefs and
fervility of fpirit which attended his votaries inthe fervice of o
abfolute a Tyranet, (being hl'd fometimes, y™Br borronrs  as'tis
rendred in the margin. z Chron, 15, 16.) {ometimes, 'BY¥Y and,
DR fignifying sreuble and terronr,) and the Devils are fild,
DY coming from a Word which fignifies horrere, becaufe ufu-
ally tendering chemfelves to view in the moft frightfull forms.

Now this {uperftitious perfwafion of Predigies, doth hugely mi-
nifter to bondage of {pirir, and tends to feal men with 2 mark of
Cain (according to the Jews)a perpetualtrembling and attonifh-
ment. The obfervation of prodigies provirg {o ferviceable to the
dark kingdom, if the experience of formertimes feem at allto cre-
ditand recommend it, 1 fhould be ready to affert that of them,
which S, Bernard doth of Dreams Ex aftu Diaboli aliquando vera pro-
Aunciant, ut tovies inmultis fallany ;through the fubtile agency of the
Devil, they appear to declare truth fometimes, that they maythe
oftner abufe men with vain hopes or fears, with the lefs fufpicion
afrerward.

6. This common perfwafion in men, # owing very much to the
power and Magifierial authority of a traditional fuperftition, handed down
from ske very firfi times of Genrile ignorance, There may very eafily be
aCabale Erroruwm , though hardly a Cabala Peritatum 5 Qur Nature in
this laps’t ffate (as the ground to weeds) beirg a Mother to errour,
but (as thattogood corn) 2 Step-mother to truth. How apt our Na-
ture isto catchand propagate the infeétion of a fuperftitious tradi-
rion, may appear from that ancient and modern ufage of praying for
a Perfon upon neegeing, the vulgar prefages confequent to the approach of
any firange fib to our fhore, theregarding of any cafual [tops and breaches
an any known Rivers,any odd noyfes heard-in the fllences of the night and
births [cal’d with the odd fignres of an ungovern'd imagination, and many
more (too mouldy withage to fec before the Reader) receiv'd of
old among the Heathens, and atthis day among too many Chriftians,
asDivineMoenitours,and s Natuores ftarting out of itsufual road¢like
:hcrﬁﬂijm {acred Writ) becaufe fome deftroying Angel flands juft
before 1r. i :

We fhall find thefe and the like alterations in Nature, confequent
to the deathof Cafar, and precedent tothe battailar Philippi_re-
corded with the great regards of the Heathen Poer,

Tempore quanquam illo Tellus guogue ¢ egquora Ponti,
Obfcenique Canes, importunague Volucres
Signa dabant
Vox quoque per lncosvnlgo exandita filentes
Ingens

Infandum [iftunt amnes, terraque debi ﬁ'nﬂt; e
That which poffibly affified this tradition, was the fucceeding of
Rome Chriftian, s into the place, o into very many of the rites and
u[age:s ol Kome Pagan, (as might be mﬁ]? made appear at large
- were




Sect.3. Objections an[wered,

werethatour bufinefs) and into aslarge a power over the faiths
and confciencesof men, as Rome Pagan had over their bodies, and
fo was enabled tomold them into what Opinions or praétices, they
might beft {ferve themfelvesupon,

7 The private Opinions of fome contemplative Perfons, may (poffibiy)
nos & little encourage and [irengthen the perfwafion of prefages by Prodigies,

Thole whichconceive the Angels, asakind of Heavenly Inicli-
gencers always arhand to admonifh and inform us, when ( through
the fagacity of their Nature) they efpie a cloud of vengeance, (asyer
but as big as & mans hand) ready to over(pread Heaven, and ro fall
down upon men, may (without much forcing ) perfwade themfelves
that all thefe unuiual ocourrences are owing to their courteous
Agency, deligning by them to warn men by repentance tofife from
the wrath gpproaching.

Others again {eem to me to apprehend the World, asa kinde of
of Grear Ammal inform’d by a very fubtile and apprehenfive Spirie,
which out ofa hidden and inexplicable fenfeof an impendent evil,
(as many creatures have of an approaching ftorm ) ftares (asitwere)
and fhrinks in, and inits feveral parts, fuffers mighty emotions and
difturbances. Butthisnotion, will (perhaps) look more temptingly,
when prefented to us as the Parents thereofare pleas’d ro drefs it
forth.  There is (faith a late writer) that (ympathy and  fellow-feeling
which God bath put in his whole creation, whereby eachpare hath acare of
thewhole, and according te its meafure, doth endeavour its prefervation,
Asinibe body natural of man, upon the next and immediare approach of
death fome parts are put into djhdd.rm tremblings, and convulfions, whereby
they difvover the nearnefs,and a5 far as they can, labour to prevent the dan-
ger of that Enemy : 8o God hath order’d it in the Great body of the World,
that Earthquakes like convulfions, Eclipfes (like fallings of the eyes) and
fuch other unufual Frodigies, (which bave an analogy and r:'fnmbmmc o
the accidents.of the body of man) fhould commonly precede that ruine, where-
anany one State or Nationids finally 1o be involv’d. As when our Savionr
died, the fun was daripned, the rocks were rent, the Earch-fhook, by «
kinde of natural fympathy and compaffionate borronr, at [o dreadfuil and a-
MATING d fpeciacle : Sowhen Hierufalem wars tobe deftroyed, Our Saviour
l.-:mﬁ[n!} foretells that there fhould be Earth-quakes, and famines, and
peftilences, and fearfull fights, and great figns, as the Fun-carriers and
Out-guard ro that more terrible defolation, which was to follow them.” What
the Apoftle therefore (ays clegantly concerning futare Glory,thacthe whole
creation which was made fubjedt to vanity and mifery for mans fin, doth
groan and, (asitwere) travail in pain untill it be deliver®d fromthe
bondage of corruption, and manu-mitted or fet free zo pertake of the
glorious liberty ofthe fons of God 5 [ewhile it i in the flate of vanity,
God hath pus invo it (uch a quick, [cnfe that not one pars can grieve.but it will
afser a fore grieve vogether, and difcover by its tremblings, fhakings,eclip(is,
and extraordinary changes, that there # [ome greas Judgement & coming,

The pretty allegories, and allufions of which Difcourfe (bur the
wathing of weak and roteen ftuff) mighe poffibly thew not unhand-
fomely in an oration, bucare two aery and thin fora fermon, as the
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Objections anwered, Sect. 3.

hony under the law, might be of ufe at the table, but was too frothy
and lufcious for the Alsar; Asfor that vanity now upon the crea-
tien, it is folely paffive therein, and fubject to it; and as for that
vizird upon the face of Nature, thofe direfull and amazing alcerati-
ons in the frame of the world, which attended our Saviours death,
and the fates of Héerufalam they are inftances (concluded) miracu-
lous and extraordinary, (whofe return may be expeted with their
occafions) and {o are fo far from coming up to, that they fearce look
towards our prefent cafe, as fhall appear more fully in due place :

8. It# the Nature of the Soul to be greatly :'mpr.:-ﬂ?m toaperfwafion of
parallels, equalities, imilitudes, in the frame and Government of the World:
and that (indeed) fofar, as to make chem (by the poefy of phancy
where it cannotreally difcover them j that fo itmay pleafe and fol-
lace ic felf in forme {uppofed lines and figures of its own uniform
and harmonious nature pourtray’d uponthe world 5 and *twere eafly
to fhew how this temper hath betray’d it to a great many preny
dreams, both in fcience and common life. i

Thisbeing the general temper of the Soul, it is eafily inclin’d to
believe great and mighty changes in ftates, ufher’d with the folem-
nity of fome mighty and analogous changesin Natwre, and thac all
terrible evils are prefac’t or attended with fome prodigious and
am:lijEg alterations in the creation; that fo the blackand dreadfull
drefs of the ftage, may be correfpondent tothe tragical parc fhortly
to be alted thereupon, The minde readily apprehends ita greae De-
corwm, to imagine thechildren of the creation trembling, and look-
ing gaftly, and running out of their places when their Father isjuft a
taking G%L‘hc rod of vengeance into his hand. Hence perhaps itis,
that we generally finde great troubles and judgementson Earth, de-
lerib’d, etpeciall by perions vcttatical (Prophets and Poets) whole
fpeeches ulually rather follow Senfum anime quam veritatem rei, by
allthe examples of horrour and confufion, inthe frame of the crea-
tion, The prophet David defcribes Gods going forth to judgement
thus, the Earth fbook and trembled, the foundarions alfo of the hills moved
and were fbaken, becaufe He was wrath, ¢7'c, and the Apocryphal Pro-
phet Efdres, charaéters the horrours of an approaching judgemenr,
by predittions of (the moft proper glafles to reprefent them ) dread-
full accidents in the World, Bloud [ball drep out of the wood, and 1he
[ftone fball give bis voyce the [ca of Sodom fbal caft ous fifh,and make a noyfe in
the night, ge. Sothe day of God s vengeance wpon Hierifalem and (in
thar, as its type) upon the whole World, is deferib’d (as fonie
think) but figuratively, in the phrafe of rurning the fun into darknefs
and the moon into blond: {uch expreffions being correipondent to the
fenfe of the Soul, which conceives it moft proper that there appear
no fmiles in the face of Nature, bur that fhe come forth cloth’d with
terrour and amazement, when fome great vergeance and deftinction
is prefent or at hand. :

This difpofition of Soul doth never more firongly exert it felf, then
when the Prodigies (being nounficting emblems of the judgement )
doe impregnate imagination, and offer a mighty affiilance there-

noo




Skct, 3. Objections anfwered.

unto : Thus, (as 'uis call’d ) the raining of bloud (whichis but water
tinétur'd by the condicion of the foyl whence 1t antfeth, or, rather,
where it falls] (h:1l ftrongly follicite the fear of fome great cffufion
of bloud in the ftate 3 the appearance of two Suns at once, (Which
15 butche figure and glory of the Sun  drawn by its own beams upon
adiipoled cloud) doth greatlyencourage the phancy ot two Compe-
ticow s for Royalty ina Nation; fome great Eclyple frems (toa foft
imagination) to hang the world with black againft theapproaching
funcralls of {ome Great Perfon; the Caiual parting of the River
Owfe in Bedfordfhire, leem’d (after che event) a prelage of the (uc-
ceeding divifion between the houfe of Torg and Lancafier, Thele and
many more, where they meet withan imaginaton ftrong enoughto
fupply and relieve their weaknefs, fhall prove an evene beyond
Geomerry, and thé Reafons and experienceof all men and times.

9, Humaine Nature i grealy propenfe #0 enteriain things vebement and
extraordimary withan Opinion of a nove then ordinary [scredncfsin and
prefence of God with them. Inthe Old Teltament, things more vulgar
and accommodate to a humane fize and meaiure, had the nameof
Man call’d upon them ; thus We read of the Rod of 2 Man. 2 Sam.7.14.
the cordsof aMan Hof. 11, 4. the pen'of a Man_ 1{. 2, 1. that is gentle,
and ufual: on the other fide, things rare and which hardly admir
their pattern, are atcributed unco God, Horeb the 2ount of God.
Exo0d. 3.1 the Riverof God. Pf, 65 9. thetrees of God Pf 104,16. the
fire of God Job. 1. 6. thatis, great and extraordinary, Now the an-
cient Hebrews (to whofe law of {peaking the Holy Ghoft accom-
modateshimfelf ) in cheir caftomes and language, feem to make the
erucft report of the ealy tentiments of fimple Nature,

Accordingly, thefe {trange and prodigious alterations in Nature,
appeartomen, (becaufe not of familiar occurrences) ftampt with
fome Charafters and touchesof Diviniry ; and fo ape to raife a great
opinion of themfelves in men, as if fgm forth upon no lels errand
then to call them to an expeétation of fome ftrange work from
God,

From what hath been hitherto dilcourft, *cis eafly to infer the fal-
lacie of that Firft Argument (againftus) taken from the common per-
{wafions of men. Fortisa perfwafion very general indeed, but grow-
ing not from nacural but cafital or abufive principles; And infucha
cale, the more common and prevalent the perfwafion be, themore
dangerous, becaufe it derives agreat creditupon errour, and gives
it the colour of an Oracle. Pox populi is 2 fallacious topick to con-
clude from, except the Opinion generally maintain®d crofs the eafe
and intereft of che World, and men fike Wrish carry the letters, (che
Principles) Which judge and condemn themfelves [ the common
notions concerning Good and evil, of the Exiftence ofa Deity,a Future
judgement, the Souls immortality ¢ *tis inthis cafe a fign thie the
truch is feal’d npon the Natures of men, and rather lays hold of thems,
then they of ir.

And this in anfwer to that firlt objection,
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Objetions anfwered.

C HAP.IY;

The Objection grounded on bumane authority anfwer d,

The teftimonies of Heathens, Fathers, Modern writers, alledg’d againff
she gruth contended for . Anfwer'd, firft more Generally, [ome accouns
given why fomany learncd men have given countenance ro the contrary
perfwafion. A particular resurnto the teftimony of Herodotus, Hea-
thens greatly fond of this mavion, and why. The Eathers no great favou-
rers of this Doftrine. The Teftimony of Tertullian unferviceable to our
Adver(aries, §. Aullin expre(s againft them, The teftimony of Machiavel
difabled by a three fold confideration. D, Jacklon.whence (2n probabilizy)
{0 inclinableto the regard of Prodigies s [ome account of his loft book of
‘Prodigies. Theill ufethe Heathens made of Prodigies,the obfervation
of them unbecoming our Religion, and a difbonour vo God.

Rguments from humane Authority, generally fhew better in

Rhetorick then Logick, and prefs the modeffics of men more then
their Fudgements, Yet, becauie the Meff judge altogether by their
Proxies, and are apt to fulpedét fallacies in 1irung reafons, butnonein
Great names, I fhall next make anfwer toa fecond Objection with
which this truch is aflauleed, viz, the Teftimony of learned writers
[ Heathens, Fathers, Modern AuthoursT o the contrary : Where, two of
each kinde it may fuffice to take asthe reprefentatives of the Ret.

Among Heathen Writers, Herodotus {feems to our Adverfaries of
efpecial remark in this Argument, enteringit as a try’d cafe Quotics
ingentes eventira  (unt calamitates vel civitart, vel natient, Jolent fignis
pranunciari, and Valerivs Maximus feems to fubfcribe the Opinion in
that whole chapter Which he hath written D¢ Frodigii, and the Re-
gards due to them, : _

Among the Farhers, we finde Tertullian relling the Heathens (de-
ridingthe Chriftian D¢ étrine of an Everlafting fire) of fome prodi-
gious Mountains always burning 3 upon occafion whereof, He adds,
boc erie teftimonium ignis aternt, koc exemplum jugss ;uir:.‘ﬂ 3 peenan nupr -
entes Montes wruntur & durant, And S_.aj'rrﬂm hﬁ?il‘lg noted thata lirtle
before the Bellum sociale in the Romane Empire, dogs, horfes, oxen,
affes and fuch like creatures (ufunally the moft fubmiffive fubjelts
tothe law of obedience to man) all on a fuddain, put off their gentle
and traétable Natures, ranaway from their oWners, greWw herce and
hurefull, and approacheas near to Lyons and Wolves as their fhapes
and figures would permit: of which ftrange occurrence, He thus
delivershisfinfe, Lugd fi Eurﬁgn:;mﬁsi.:r quod tantum malum fuit, quan-
riom wealyn fuir dllud, cujus boc fignum fuir! Amongl Modern Writers,
Machizvel, (a Perfon generally thought a more falt retainer to A
theifm then fuperftition ) hath thus aberted the obfervation of Pro-
digies, #t canfum factle conficebor me 1gnorare, ita rewk ipfam i cxanti= -
guE puns novE excmplis agno foere oportes & confreri, omnes Magnos Moty
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quicunguc aut urbi aut Regioni evenerunt, vel 3 conjeforibus, vel a Reve-
latione aligua, prodigisis aut celefitons fignic pradici ' pranunciari folere
to whom may be added (to pafs by Lutker, Melandton, Camerarius and
others ) the Teftimony of the Reverend D. Fackfon : The manner ( faith
He ) of Gods _j'armdrm’;:; B very varions ; fometimes ke forewarns by figns in
the (un and moon fometimes by apparitions in the Ayr,fometimes by mon firous
bivehs, fomerimes He makes themurrain of Catrel, and Marvality of beafts of
the field, or birds of the ayr, fore-runners of plagucs and wars, ¢o'e. And fo
far received he them, ds @& uinguy el e (s Enfe bius {tiles the Portenta
preceding the overthrow of Hierufalem) Gods vifible Sermons of Re-
pentance;thatas weare inform’d He wrotea juft Treatife(loft in his
life-time Jconcerning Prodigies or DivineF ovewarnings betokening Blowd,

To all which Teftimonies, my anfwer fhall be firft more General:
That *tis no wonder to fee this Opinion crediced by fome Great
names, in regard thatasin H_c'rt:{'y, Populus {equitur Dodiores, the Peo-
ple ufually follow the Learned, as being (1na matter more abftraét
and fub!;i.]yi:) more apt to believe then to judge 3 foin Superitition,
Doitiores fequuntur Populum,the Learned are (not{eldom) obferv’d to
follow the People: becaule eafily furpris’d into an Opinion thae
can enter fo valuable a plea for it felf as common confent. This
Notion of Prefages by Prodigies being fo popular and catholick,
wife men (in their firft and unwary years, when they are difeipuli ple-
bs) may entertain conceits thereof which fhall plead prefcription
againit che ftrongeit reafons to difpofefsthem.. AsIronin a greater
andmore mafly bodie, fequitur naturam commnnem, follow sthe law
of common Nature in all heavy bodies, and moves to the Earth 5 bue
infmaller pieces, [equitur naturam privatam, it follows its own pri-
vatenature,and diredts it {elf to the Loaditone ; Thus learned men,
where they are preft by the force and weightof Education, anda
common prejudice generally follow comimon Nature in men,(which
inclines to embrace Society) and therefore move in judgment, Se-
cundum viam Terra s but in mattersoue of vulgar ken, and where
they cannot be tempg!d by 2 common agreement they move fecun-
dum vigm confilii,and perue the dictates of their own privare light
andunderftanding. Evenwife men, (in many inftances) held A7as
¢ focos, theirfaich and their eftates, by the fame. tenure, tradition
from Anceftonrs, and therefore we may receive their judgements
(ranquam ex Catbedra) as engagements toconfider 3 not always (tan-
quam ex Tripode) as obligations ro believe,

I proceed nexc toa more diftinét and parcicular anfwers to the
feverall Authorities alledg’d And firft co the Teftimony of Heathens.
The many places of Scripture wherein' God hath threatned to iffie
out 2 {fpeedy arreft upen Perfons deeply indebted to him, without
fomuchas warningchem by any leflerjudgements and figns of Ven-
geance, to 4gree with Him while in the way_doe {ufficiently refolve me
of.the vanity of that foremention'd affertion of Herodorus. Yerbe-
caule icss delver’d ‘'upon the feeming faichof a great experience,
and our Adverfaries build {fo muchuponic: Ireturntoic;

1. Itaaconclufionwhich proceeds npen “'-'f' credie of @ ﬁ”&i‘r"”",irf-’”i'f f
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chat of che people of Chios there mentioned, whofe final defolation

was uther’d by two very affeéting examples; One, that of 2 hun-

dred young men whom :hc{ fent to Delphos,two onely return’d, the
rel

reft being confumed by Peftilence ; another, (bur a little after the
fametime ) the roof of the Schol-houfe fell fo fuddainly, thatofan
hundred and ewenty children, buc one efcap’d wich life, OF which
He faith ruiiree pbr ot onpiniz: 9 3eds wesatdele thele figns God fore-
fhew’d their approaching fate withall. Now wich this fo thallow
and contracted a foundation, he ventures the building of his Catho-
lick affertion. Querics ingentes; &e. A thing not much to be won-
der’d at, becaufe where men arevery fond of an affum’d principle,
any fingle example which fpeaks favour for it, fhall be more at-
tended unto, thena hundred which difparage and refice it: Befides,
one Affrmative (efpecially, if plaufible, as this is) doth far more
affet and engage our minds, then (many more evident) Negatives,
becaule they are infinite, difperfe our fight, and deliver ustoun-
certainty. :

2. Ttisno wonder ar all to meet with (uch an affertion amongft Heathens
and any listle Accidents bloven out, by & fuperftitions phancy, inte the fhew
and appearance of firange Omens, if we confider 3 .

1. That they look upon their Gods as & kinde of Fayries; which would
throw firebrands and furies about the houfe, for the omiffion of
fome petty criticifms in their rives, and that ( therefore ) they give
forth fre quent intimations of thefe impotencies and diftafts. They
thoughe they were loft with a trifle, and won ajgain toa good Opi-
nion of them by paying them the homage of a lictle crouching and
circumftantial Devotion.

2. The hopes and fortunes of the Heathens were Liyd up gencrally in vhis
world, and thercfore their fears in rcferenie to ir, were eafily awakened.
The Heathen Cecilizs (truly) acknowledg'd, that all the religious
rites inftituted by chenr Anceftours, were level’d to no higher an
end, then the good of this lower life; being either.intended as grate-
full returnsto the Divine bounty forfoms tempayal favoursreceiv'd,
or devour addrefles to divert a feared, or appeafe a fele dufpleafure
of the Deity, And therefore no wonder, they were foon awaken'd
into a great fear when any ftrange occurrence (of whofe end and
caufe they wereunrefolv’d ) fell before their notice 5 leaft it thould
2bode the moning of that veflel upon rockss Wherein cheir hopes
and happinefs were imbark’t, Men' are apeto entertain great fear
‘0 reference to that wherein they apprehend chemfelves greatly
concern’d.

To the teftimony of Fatkers T anfwer (in General) that’twereno
wonderto find them (living fo near the times of Gentilifm ) {peak-

ing in favour fometimes, for fome of the Dofirines thereofithe main

rrunck-and body of the Gentile fuperftition, was indeed hewn down

in their minds, but{till there were fome fmall roots and hbresre-

maining,which are obferv’d to i'prinﬁ up ever and anon, and trouble
a

their writings. But however we fhall (1 believe) feldom find them

expreffing any great regard to this grand doétrine of the Gentile
Theology, As
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As for Tertullian howfoever he may feem (like fome carvedima-
gesabout houfes) to fupport and grace our adverfaries bulding,
yet he will prove { in truch ) to be like them barely forc’ and faften’d
on, and tolend no {trengeh at allchereunto; for 1. the Father writ-
ing tothe Heathens there, might lawfully difcourfe with them Ex
bypothefi Exhnice Theologia; for they regarded thofe mighty ¥ulea-
mos, asthe courts of Plure, and a kind of teftimony or fit emblem
. of the firesand vengeance in another ftate, 2, He files thefe fires .
eruptions, but teffimonium ¢ exemplum, a teftimony and example of K
the Divine judgment, which in a laxe fenfe he might well doe, thele
feeming to be let forth by the Divine wifdom,as glafles and piftures
to convey to the duller world fome weak images of the horroursof
chofe everlafting burnings in anocther world, 3, Thefedurable fires
are alledged notas any figns of an everlafting burning, but asche
beft argument Nature afforded to prove the poffibility of {uch a
burning againit the fons of Nature, who thoughe a fire which con-
fumes not, to bea great contradiction. And to a like purpofe we iy’
find the very fame inftancesalledg’d againtt them by another of the
. Ancients, icut ignes fulminum corpora tangunt nec abfumunt, ficut ignes Minut. Fel. 1J.
egtne @ Vefuvii &7 ardentinum ubique terrrarion flagrant nec erogantur ; ird i .
penale tilud incendinm non damnis ardentium pafcerur fed inexefa corpo- -8
rume laceratione nutritur, ' ; o

Tothe teftimony of S. Auftin, 1 anfwer, 1, That {trange occur-
rence {by him mention’d) mightpoflibly appear to him cloth’d in
more fignificant circumitances then tous itdoth; who cannot but
look at the fuddain Maniz, of fo many creatures butas the narural,
though more unufual effeft, which in thofe hotter climates, the un-
fitting feafon of the year might poflibly have upon them. 2. He )
{peaks buc doubtfully thereof, Hee fi fignum fusr. 3. Buc if owr 4
adverfariesappealto S, Anftin, vo S, Auftin fhall chey goe. Who (in '
his more awaken’d thoughts) thus delivereth himfelf in defiance of
all fuch Ominous obfervations, s

Monftra dida (unt & Monftrando, quod aliquid fignificando demonfirene, I
¢rQOftenta ab Offendendo Portenca & portendendo,ad eff, prasfiendendo ¢ .
Prudégia, guod porre dicant, ideft. futura pradicant. Sed viderint eorum S, Auguff,
conjeitores guomodo ox & five ﬁz!ﬁ:mur. frve inftin@u Spiricuum (quibus De Civit.
cure cft, tali penadignor animos hominum noxie curiofitatis retibus tmpli- Dejl 28.c.8,
care ) vera pradicant, ffve multa dicendo aliquando in aliquid verdtatisin-

Cirrant. il

The teftimony of Machiavel will appear, of no great moment,in 11
this Argument 1f it be confidered ;

1. Thofe fignswhich be bath nozed in the [ame chapter as the pracur [ours of |
(6me great cvils,are vain, beyond the vifions of a feaver, and the whifpers of I”
the wind;for he there tellsuscthat the death of Lorenge de Medices, the
Founder of the Dukedom of Tufcany in his family, wasportended by 1
the defaceing of their Great Temple in Florence, by fire from hea- i !
ven  and che Banithment of Petras Soderinus (one of the Pillars of i
State ) by the burning of the Senate houfe by lightning. [Tenterden ! !|
steepleand Goodwin Sands!] we may conclude by thefe ears that the i t‘l
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whole harveflt of hisother obfervartions, he grounded his fore-men-
tioned fpeech upon, was lirtle befides chaff and husk.!

1. The (ufpicion of Atheifm, renders him alfonota lirsle to the (ufpicion
of Superflition, The Heathens of old ftyl'd ("ASses v eaopua ) Acheilts
in the world, were the moft fuperftitious obflervers of prefagesand
Onens, They which live moft in negletof God, think they {ee to-
kens of a divine Nemefis, in every firange accident they behold.
Superftition and Acheilm (like water and ice ) produce one another;
flavifh and fuperftitious fears of God, leading to Atheifm as their
cure, and Atheifm leading to greater fearsof him, asits deferved
punithment. 'Tis a great jultice, that that wickednefs thould be
punithed with falfe féars, which hath difcarded the true. They
which will not fear God, and hell, and fin, fhall feara Prodigie ; be-
ing therein like the horfe (to whichthey ftand compared, Fer. 8, 6.)
which willftart acitsithadow, andyet rafb (furioufly and wichout
fear) into the batel. '

2. Man s born to trouble a5 the [parks fiie upward, ‘The wheel of Pro-
vidence 1s continually going over Kingdoms and Perfons.'The
world (like Mount Calvary ) prefentsus with nothing almoft bue crof-
fes and deaths, fpeftacles of mifery, (Heaven onely# a Kingdom thas
cannot be fbaken;, Jand cherefore, no wonder it any unufual accidents
be foon feconded by fome tragedy or other, though never intende
its Prologue, and precedent Monicour.

The errour ( as1 doubt not totyleit ) of the Reverend Doctour
Fackfon in this argument, may be eafily pardoned tohis fingular piety
and learning; the light and luitre of which (like that of the Sun ) may
eafily hide any of his fpots and blemifhes from the feverer eyes and
norices. of the world, Great minds (like the heavenly bodies )
though they are moved ( for the main ) with the force of the Primum
mobile, the weight and evidence of trth; yer they appear fometimes
t0 have their declinationes proprias, fome privare motions and declina-
tions of their own, to which their peculiar Genixs, impreflions from
the Age, or theireducation may very farally betray them. This opi-
nion concerning Prodigies, and figns of events future ( which the
general ftrain of his writings {peaks hisminde hugely pofleft and dy’d
withall)Iam ready to reckon amongft thofe Idols [pecits falle notions,
which the black and melancholy manfion his excellent foul plainly
appearsto have dwelt in, did abufe bis minde withall. Any events
extraordinary in the world, feem allalong to have had a_greac im-
preflion upon his foul, and feem expounded fometimes a lietle more
particularly then their juft value and moments will well warrant and
allow. Melancholyisof a very impreflive temper, and poetick na-
ture, and isapt ( hkeadark room )to reccive in the imagesof ob-
jeéts without, 1nvery monftrous and ancick figures and reprefen-
tations.

As tor his Book of Prodigicr mentioned, I profefs my felf not great-
ly tempted to follow its cafual lofs, with any deep fighs; and thar not
onely becaufe mensunderftandings have been too much undervalued

by *books of that Nature, already extant to a number [ufficient toa
cure
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cure of the moft troublefom euriofity in fuch enquiriess but,

1 Becanfethe few Prodigies and figns of times commended witha great Ch, 13,5, &
ferigufnefs to_our notices in bis Sermons on Luke ( taken for the greateft ¢ 21,25,

art, out of Heredetus, Livie, Faler. Max. and Machiavel ) wallap-
pear to any man (‘that doth notufeto flart ac fhadows ) too thinand
weak tobear upany fuch weighty and {eriaus conclufions,as he
teacheth his, Reader to build upon them, (‘the knowledge whereo, I
had rather fhould be owing to the Readers curiofity , chen tomy re-
hearfal ) Now I think we may make fome. judgement of the value
of the whole piece, by the courfnefs of a Remnant thereof.

1. Becaufe it defigned an Errorum Apotheofis, akinde of confecration
of thegreateft part of the erroursand follies of the Gentile fuperiti-
tion; as appears in a high degree of probability from thofe words
which fall from him in the fore-cited papers; where (fpeaking of
{fuch kinde of Portentz and hgns of heaven, atwhich the Heathen
ufed to be difmayed ) hethus delivers himfelf ; Thougd o believe as
msich concerning the figns of the times, as the Heatkens dfdsthough ro make
as good or better ufe of ther then they did, be not fufficient vo gcquit w2 fron
ruine and deftruétion fore-fignified : yer, not to believe as much as they did,
not to make (o good an ufeas they did, pot to be fomuch daffcited as they
were, # enough and more sben enough to condemn s, enough tobring it
yuine and calamity which they portend or fore-fignifie, incvitably and in full
meafure upon w5, A firange fpeech W hat is this but to fet Chriftians,
aurum eolligere ex [lercore,(as Firgillaid hedid ,When reading of Ennizs)
to gather the gold of devoutfears,and Chniftian forefights from the
dung and drofs of all the Ethnick Offents, and aufpicious obfervati-
ons W here-ever occurring * For my own part, were Tunder the Reli-
gion of any fuch perfwafion: thatall firange accidents are the warnings
of heaven, 1 thould conclude it a great fervice to God and the good of
men, to exhort (4s opportunity invited) the Chriftian Magiftrate to
infticute fome fuch Colledges as the Romanes had, ( who received
them all, us monira deorum | w hich thould 55rﬂfef5 themfelves Frodigi-
orum. Interpreees, and fhould be ready ro offer to the world the moft
trafty rules and Principles I were maiter of, to manage cheirincer-
pretations, fothat We might with fome affurance concludethe in-
tent and meaning of Godin them. As forthat good ufe the Hea-
thens made of thefe things (whereinthey are recommended toour
imitation ) what wasit ? didthey not receive any flrange accidents
as the indications whence to proceed to a erifis of times, and to puc
a difference becween Jucky or inandpicious hours, and days, (asif any
times were delivered out of the thoughes andregards of heaven?)
Did they notufe upon any prodigions event, to confule the (26
~Lzd es Jdevils Oracles,(a matter pardonable to their hypothefis Jro un-

erltand the intent and'meaning of the godsin them ? Did theynot
approach the altarsof their angry deities,ina nicer obfervation of
all the criticifms of fuperftition , and the arbitrary injunétions of
their religion ? Did they notincreafe to fucha body and bulk arlaft,
as to difturb the peace of common life, (Where olerved and recain-
ed ) and to bring fome men toa difcarding of all thoughts of religi-
F 3 on
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onand a Deity,asa kinde of Furies perpecually haunting their in-
ward houfe, and bereiving them of all true generoulnefs, peace and
freedom of fpirit? But where do we everfindechac thete pretend-
ed alarms from heaven, did awaken men out of rhat profound fleep
whichin the darker cimes of Gentilifm they Were fallen into; and
perfwade them (or any others) intoa corre€iion of cheirlives and
manners ¢ To recurn; §

3. Becaufe fuch fgns.as thefe are fuppefed to be , appear greatly unwors by
the Mafefty and W fdom of God, Thar Scriprure might appear to be
TN MDY (inche language of Aofer) the Writing of God,

he hath been pleafed to imprint fuch charalters of Divinity both up-
on the mgteer and [irle thereof, thlt.thuﬁ: weak prenotions we have
of infinite Wifdom, Goodnels, Majefty do atteft and bear witnefsto
it, as worthy and beficting God." And furely were thefe Prodigies in-
tend:d Asss Kigurss, the Heralds of heaven, there would appear
( to fevere and knowing perfors ) fomewhat able to fill out their
name and title;fomewhat correfpondent to thofe anticipations whicfl
the foul of man hath of what isbecoming the Wifdom, Majeftie,
and Holinefs of God, As God cannot be loved, butby appearing be-
fore the foul, big with What-ever he hath framed itto embrace and
open it {elf unto; fo neither can he be reverenced and oblerved, but
by fuch difplays of himfelf, which he knows the foul apt to receive,
with the moft awfull egpreffions of oblervance and regard,

Now then what man, thathath any great choughs of the Majeftie
of heaven cin onceimagine he ever intended any bafe and deformed
moniters the interpreters of any of his great counlelsand purpoles 2
Did God generally underthe weak and worldy ftate of the Jewith
Church, {end forch thofe Prophers, whofe learning, education , boly
lives, great works, admirable gifis, commanded evenprofane mentoa
reverence of their Perfonsand meffage : and doth he now make ufe
of Manfters, Comets, Metcors; or the apparitions of uaclean fpirits, as
his Praconer publici? Canwe ever think that ::hx.‘ wife God would
have men underftand his meaning, whenfpeaking to them by figns,
which (like pictures) look to any way, fpeak to any fenfe and pur-
pofe, the differing fancies of men pleafe? All the figns God ever
(pake tomen by, gave forth (" either by their oWn nature, or hisown
expofition ) gy fusmuer,a fignificant {peech; the wonders in E-
gy pts the rites of the Pafs-over, the elements in the Sacrament, are
all 87gna vocalia; and the figns and wonders, which (as commonly
thought ) were Gods trumpets, before he fell upon Hierafalem were
all (to fpeak with Eufebins ) crapym Ai., mpernpiay oy wirheoRy EgHulal
Tioare, wonders big with energy, and clearly fignificative of the approach-
ing ah-fuun'an. Befides, can it be imagined that infinite Goodnefs,
having appointed us a Religion, pregnant with contemplationsfit to
entertain an Angel, levelled to the lifting up of the {pirits of men
1o that way of life which # above,that comes forth to give ns mapusiar
weds ©¢b, freedom of {peech and approachunto God, and o chafe
before it all thoféPale fears, and jealoufies of him_felf ( the dread-
full apparitions which aftonith'd men heretofore while firting 7n dark-

nefs
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refeand the fhadowof death) {hould now task usto a’'devout obferva-
tion of the familiar mifcarriages of Nature in one kindeor other,
and to debafe our felves tothe bondage of fome blinde and confu-
fed fears of his vengeance, upon the news of a monfter, fome ludi-
crous pranks of vile {pirits, or a fiery exhalition ?

Upon an account of the Premifes, (Were Iinclined to an obferva-
tion of Omens and Prodigies ) I fhould (as Prodigies ufeto be dif-
ferently interpreted ) make an inverted ufe of the Reverend Publifber

of this Great Authours works: [ Reader, write this 2 Prodigy that this

35
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T'reatife alone concerning Prodigies; fbould be loft, and that in the Authours fupra landat

life-time ] and conclude, that God (in favour to the underftandings of
men) provided, that (like the dead body of Mofes)it thould lie bu-
ried, none knowing where, that fo it might not be made an 1ol of,
which perhaps the Reverence of fo great a name might have inch-
ned fome to do, .

1 {hould not have (poken fo much, (not to his | but my own pre-
judice? of fo Reverend a Perfon, but that Iam defirousto cut off
all the locks, wherein I can but conceive the ftrengeh of this fuper-
fticious perfwafion may hie, which ( as weeds do by good greund.)
tends but to eat out the heart and ftrengeh of that deyourfear, from
which it feems to {pring;

SECT, "V
An Anfwer to the Objetion fercht from Experience,

The Objedion procecding upon expecience propofeds further confirmed from
Lucan, Phinie, others. That plea evinc’d Unfate, Falfes Fallatious:
Men prong to conclude general maxims from a few examples, and why,
Some Prodigics mentioned in H;jﬂarﬂy,w'.f'gfn.ff{} Apologues. Superfti-

tioh oft brimgs the evil it fear¢th, and Atheifm the cuilir flights.

Hiidly, Tt is further oppofed, that comaten Experience ( the fureft
correctour of all Idel notions and haftie reafonings ) feems to
{fupport this perfwafion concerning Prodigies, They havealways
béen knowd fucceeded by grear évils, and thole generally fuch
as they feemed the moft natural § p#bols and reprefentationsof. Lacan
fpeaking of the tragedies of Posipey’s fall, and the changes conlfe-
quent théreunto, delcribes them uthered by the direfull Prologues
of many prodigious alterations in the face of the Creation,
addira faii
Pejorss, manifefta fides, Superique minaces
Prodigiis terras implerunt athera, pontum,
Tgmota obfcurg viderunt (ydera nodtes,
Ardentémgue polum flanemic, calduer voladres
Obliquas per'inane faces, crinémyne tremendi
 Sydern ¢ terri mutantemregna Cometen, &
Which words, becaule the Objedtion is a little concerned in rkhc-m,
1{hall

I-‘.ralai r‘r.'; |. |l ] II- ' 1Y
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36 Objections anfwered. Sect.s.

1 fhall crave leave of the more ferious Reader thus to paraphrafe
upon them, ey )
Naturemifcarvics witha fright, and flares
Quitcont of order, inber feveral parts
At fates forefeens New. [iars fhone inthe shies,
(‘The torches ro antend bis obfequies)
Nature was backward yung, whilft heavenly ire
Haud fet thewery firmament on fire.
Acurled fFar appear’d and Mortals quake,
Whofe fear had rurn’d each Bair inco a (nake.
A burning Cowmet did [ad fates portend,
( Heaven Kingdoms fells by fuch a candies end)

And the Poet goeson there to givein fuch a cicalogue of amazing
accidents, which (I think) will hardly obtain the readers pardon
(much lefs his faith) but by extending his Patent of Poerica licentia,
beyond a bare liberty in reference to the quantity of his words,
* Befides, experience hath long affur’d che World, that heaven
never lighted up any of thofe Unufual candles ( Comers) butupon an
approachung night of mifery to a ftate, by wars, or cthe death of
wii migs:  rrincesor pligues, &c, The Comer An, 1618. was followed with an
i I’f"“_”, Hisd of evils in Germany over which it feem’d more diretly impen-
Fuitani, Se-  dene, Pliny ( (peaking of Earcth-quakes,) propofech it as of univerfal
“"‘r; '_f'“”f”" > obfervation, Nunguant #rbs Romana tremyuit, ¢'c. Never did the City
gk ‘;l';;*}' of Rome tremble by an earthquake, but events prov’d ita prefage of
fr,‘“s ';'_r: .= great mifchiefs to enfue, _ : :

i e aal n:;.i'wer, v This plea dsveryunfafe in regardic can hardly (like
et i B-‘_{' befeidg’d men) openagate to letin thofe it favours, bur a greac
" S BT troop of enemics (toall tobriecy ) will croud in after. Al the fol-

' Comteter 4n-
.I'L‘-'L'}',E.’-' exityd
o Dmn_:’;_ Jrde)
Clander, Vi-

:‘w;_fl.erm. Pro- lies of obfervation of dreams, preditions by thes ftars, divination
,f""-P;;‘f}-_ . by infpeétion of heafts, Auguries, pretending to be the diétates of
ff"‘*“r;}:“ﬁ"- long experience, and of tradition handed to the Werld from the
S e ) very firft times thereof.

VEEEres -
Yeria sagi
cventic moni-
i, quam rati
one docti pro-
baveriit, Tul,
DeDiv. L.z

2. This plea s very falfe 5 for there have hapned many deachs of
Princes never honour’d with the folemnity of any precedent Comet
or other obje¢t of wonder ; and many Comets which never feem’
to blaft the affairs of the world, by any envious and malignant
afpectthereupon, Only when folly hath often fhot its bole and ca-
fually hic the mark (the event feemingto fmile uponand commend
& ando fuis 165 prefages) there is 2 mighty notice taken thereof yand Ehat, _
T 1. Becanfe(as’cis well noted by the ¢ Lord Bacon, Natura intel.
i':' "_"I“” lectus bumani, magis afficitur afirmativic & adivis, quam négativis ¢o° pri-
v 7o varivis : and accordingly where a rule or obfervation holds, or hits in
OPUT PRSI0, fome one, it makesa more lively imprefiion then the failing there-

I.'J- ‘!l-_ ' " - & T i
:}f,:- K:f:,:.ﬁ of in 2 hundred inftances ; that which is (as he well oblerves) omnis
Ry LRy £

Dux auyr Princeps morrups fit ? Obiit M. Rex Philippus Imp.-Ser, Hifp. Regina proles
cjus Gallig Rex, Seren. Maximil, & quo Gometa > nullus apparuit certe, frapparnzffet; mifer
Cometa homicidiorum omnium rens fuifles Fien. deCom, P- 39, 4 De Augm. Scient.
l5.c. 4,

fuper Hitionis




Sect.s., Objections anfwered, 5

[uperfLitionis & vane credutitatis radix, the root of all {upzrftition and
vain credulity (in aftrologie ,.Dreams, Omens, Prodigies, 8c,)
that which may derive fome firengely and credic from what © Herg- ¢ Téoomre s
dstustells us, viz. Thatthere Were mare prodigies found out by the 1,4 o o8
Egyptians {pcrhafs becaufe ofa traditional reverence of fignsand [Anprlionn]
wonders continu’d among them from the very times of Mofes where- sugHTL T
in fo many happened) then by any other Nation whatfoever: and 7 20ic
their ufage was whenany Prodigie hapned to write itdown, and amezar dy-Spi-
obferve the event fucceeding; and if ever any like Prodigie hap- nter” W opdis
ned, they cafily concluded it would be iflu’d in a fimilar event, The e ]G
mind of man isape to be greatly mov’d and affe€ted with objeéts TR
which ftrike upon it trongly and unawares, and lead it into won- - .
derand ecftacy ;and eafily invited to believe (efpecially becaufe
loathto be dodg’d and abus’d with endlefs difimilitudes and diver-
fities among things) that_other things will fall like thole few with
which it is fo {trongly affeéted and prepofiett,

2. Becaufe any greas evils (like fome harfber paflages in Mufick ) ufe to
make firong émpreffions on onr memories, and are generally made ufe of
as a kind of little Epochas, whence we reckon our times. W hereas

Y eanipdiar
70 Smpfatiay”
1 Hrmole st
&5V mpamhi=
FIor TETH
Mot e, xT!
THTT youil 4

; E L ~ - EfTS.._‘GJ;ﬂI-.H-
Frﬂn bleflingsflide off from our minds, and are foon deliver'd to fi- Biitern. ¢
ence and forgetfulnefs : or elfe fuch prodigious accidents wounld A P

foon appear (if at all) to prophecy asoft fimoorh, as harth and evit
sRgr concerning us.

Thirdly. (Nam pluribes exceprionibus wti, nemo probibetur) this plea
is (at beit) bue very fallicious and uncertain 3 and chat Upon many
accounts ;

1. Asmany and great evils kave been confequent to Prodigics fo alfoare
they romany and grear evils y the World is acquainted With any ching
better then confiftence ; its nature feems emblem’d in its figure, it 1s
round, and accordingly in perpetual mocion and trning trom one
fide; (ftate and condition) toanother, And therefore asthe Difcj. f ¥ndensm
ples faid voour Saviour (in that greac croud, Luk, 8- 45,) when de- conffat Come-
manding who touche Him ? Seeff thou the multitude thronging thee, and tas ad aliquid
fayft thou who touckerh me ? fo fay I, when we fee fuch 2 multitude of nobis figniff-
changes and evils in the world, thronging of Prodigies before and canduim ufur—
after fhal Wee be fo vain,asto ask what perfons death or what event pari? anali-
Is toucht upon and pointed unto in their meaning and fignification » unde quan

2o Thispica builds upon a moft unfaishfull and finking foundation viz, exvanitate
the credit of all thofe prodigious narrations which books and com- gua mifcri
mon difcourfe are ftufc our withall : which will fhrink to a mean turgeffintye,
account, if We confider how prone 2 faithmen have for fuch kind of diim digni
relationsas thefe; arifing either from a vain opinion of themfelves, nobi; ipfis vi-
(as it worthy for whofe fake God thould be continually altering desmar,
of narure, and making of figns) ortoo higha conceir of men and the Proprer quos
concerns o thislife, * hence they conceive a great man cannot be fue oftcmea
born without fome firange prefage, nor fall” withour fome {ym- fianz s
pathy appearing inthe very creation.: Befides che minds of men Gaflend.
finding themfelves oo great and large to be contentedly enter- Mereor,
‘tain’d with:the dry and fcanty contemplation of things litle and p. 11675,

G vulgar,

i,"r
14

" iy "."..".—_

. 1,

]
P o TR T
T d

A L i e

B
e

- -

1
il
i
i1
|
il



—

- B
e E

Lib,7.¢.57.

i R W

Virg. Georg.
1. 1. fub. fin.
Ovid, Met.

~ Las. fub. fin,

T '._.a:._ - T
T SO S i S
o ey =T e

. i -

- T, S e

&

o

E.i.'fﬁﬂ.'ﬁﬁﬂ'u.
Cid res wipri-
fana, ira fem-
per infelix
Verul, De
Ang.Sci. 1.8,

e
i

iy

5

'|r.

D Fack fon

Luk.13. 9.

Wild.14,

vid. valer.

objections aﬂfweréd Seét.s.

vulzar, doe readily encourage the relations of things new andrare,
and thit have fome touches and Umbrages of more Wwonderfull
and magnificent, then this Lofjua 78 re7pe]. common fcene of the
World can prefent them with. Aguin fome of thefe recorded Pro-
digies, were (in 211 likelihood ) Apvlogues at firft s eranflated intime
(by the eafy multitude ) into the repte of real hiftories. That,of a
Mare bringing forth a Hare, recorded by Herodots, as a Prodigie pre-
faging the overthrow of Xerxes his great Army, was(no doubt)
the défeat of that Army (appearing to the eyeat hirft, inthe firengch
and pride of a horfe but conc luding in the fears and flight of a hare)
related originally ina parable. Asfor che many Pr igies related
by Heathen Poets (Lucan, #irgil, asalfo Ovid) it fhall fuffice inthis
place, toreturn thatthey are related by Heathen Pocts : By Heatben]
whofe mifery it was (by the fubrilty of the Devil and. cheir Prielts)
to be abus’d with the faith ofa great many vainly reputed or fallly
reported prodigies By Poeis] whofe priviledge it is (withourthe
reproach ofa lye) ingenuoully to abufe their Readers with therela-
tion of chings (apt to move wonder and raife affe@ion) neverated
but upon the ftage of imaginacion, ‘

. Geod may pofsbly {ometimes in judgement, bring an evil upon men,
(bue falfly conceiv’d) prefaged by aprodigie, Ivisnot unlikely, that
the evils thought Pl}!‘tﬂﬂdtg by prodigies are often conlequent to
them, becaufe God will punifh, as in fome, a [uperftitions credulity,
and a timerons diffruft of hys providence, fo in others,a bold and blind
neglet thereof, expreft in 2 fcornfull rejeétion of anyfuch {uppos'd
figns and intimations of aDivine difpleafure(Providence often reach-
eth not its wings to fuch Perfons as either negleét it by vain fears, or
dare it by bold hopes)

That which may poflibly pafs with fome for norafh exampleto
abet this affertion 1s the nftance of Vefpafians deaths of whomuts

recorded, that when notice was given him of a Comet, thenap-

pearing, asa prelage of hisdeaths; He bad the Relaters to deliver
this meflage to theé King of Parthia, Tlic comatus, egodutem calvus
meaning, that feeing that King wore long hair, it feem’d moft pro-
bable, that this ffella crinita (asthe Romans call’d it) did portend
his death rather then the Emperour pefpafians Who was bald : But
the Emperour dyed before the extinétion of this Comet, and
that King furviv’d both. Now though 1 incline not (with that
Reverend Perfon) to ateribute his fuddain death to a difregard of
this Prodigie as s fummons 'to the divine tribunal, (for how could
he poffibly underfand it to'be fuch? ) Yet to conclude this
profane neglet of a matter (then fuppos’d) religious and facred,
to have inﬂguenc’t hisdeath, is I think neither to be uncharitable nor
fuperftitious. [Iqueftion not the truthof at leaft fomeof thofe ob-
feivations the Heathens made of a Divine Nemefis, often aflerting
che honour of Religion by avenging the neglect and fcorn of their

Bt (though fuperftitious rites) upon principles of Atheifm.] ‘Orherwife,
had that {peech of the Emperour, beenthe iffue of 2 duely inform’

judgment , it had been (for the matter) as allowable a farcaim,
as

lig. negleét.
c. 1,8 de
Prodig.c. 6.




Se&t.6. Objeitions anfwered.
as that therewith Elijab reprehended the Religion of the image of

Baal.

o

S ECT- VI.

An Anfwer to the Objections proceeding upon the more
immediate principles of Reafon,

The firft Objection, God muft be fu]gpas'd to warn before he ftrike ;
Anfwered in four particulars, the ational ingimations of 2 judgement,
what ? Second Objeffion, that the removal ofthis' opinjon of Pro-
digies, Weakens the faith of a Divine Providence ; anfwered the
Opinion evine'd rather to invalidarethe article. Third Objeitzon, It ap-
pears not to what end chey can ferve, bue that of prefages; the dan-
ger of this objedion nored , the alledging of this end prov’d wain by
affigning more great and excellent ends.

He next Objeétions which expeft our an{wer, proceed upon the
more immediate principles of Reafon : whereof the firft is this,

It feeins greasly to juftle the noszons of goodne(r and juftice in God, to be-
licve he warns not before he firikes ; now What warnings more proper
and propoption'd to their end, then Prodigies, which {peakto the
{enfes, and {0 are moft likely to make the duller multitude ftart and
reflet 3 There are fome [ weugei cmaomis , &y Saddeigews] times of
vifitation and vengeance, times wherein the cup of vengeance is be-
come brim-full. and ready to run over, When Gods repentings are
come to an end. when his three worthies Noah, Danzel, and Fob,fhould
not prevail for the pardon or reprieve of a condemned Nation,
Now then fuzely tis but reafonable to prefume that infinite Good-
nefs hath fo proyided thar there fhould be fome figns of fuch
times, that the repentance of good men might, ac leaft,break the fall
of that talent of icad, which it cannot altogether prevent, furely an
Earth-quake would now be a feafonable Monitour;and (like a fhake-
ing be?ure a2 burning fit) be a very fignificant fore-runner of fome
ficry indignation fhortly to break forch, ;

Ianfwer, 1. Such warnings if given, would not work [o kindly upon the
ill_natur’d Weorld, as it is prefumed ; for fome evil men, wouldlike
V ermine foon quit that houfe, that Mation of whofe {fuddain ruines
they had fuch fure prefages : and others would fight againft heaven
the more defperately, as expeting no quarter fromit; few would
exprefs thegood {pirit of Fofish, who though he knew that evil was
determin’d upon Hitrufulem yet reform’d he with all his might,

2. God often warns men by his yjudicia leviora. The language of his
lighter judgements, is, Sin nomore, left a worfe thing come upon you,
He ufually icrapes the infefted houfe, before one fionc be nok lefr upon
anather, and makes the corre@ions of b# rods , Monitouss of hisap-
proaching [corpipns,

3. Shall any man teacl

y God wifdom ? We have already theterrible
.z thyeatnings

Objeétion 1,

Luke 19 41,
Jer, 50,27,

Sol,
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Luk, 2 1.11.

Virgil, Ge-
erg. |, 1,

Ezek.23. 13,

Hof: 9. 7.
19.15.24,

Objections an(wered. Seét.s,

threatnings contained in Scripture, and (alzens pericula) the grear
examples of divinejultice, there alway prelented roour fear and
caution: and they which regard notthe thunder of Gods threat-
nings, would never be much moved with cthe fquibs of 2 few Prodi-
gies. None greater expectants of figns from heaven, then the Jews,
but when God gave them and others, fearfull fights and greas figns
from beaver, none {o ftupidly regardlefs and inobf{ervant.

4. There are other kinde af Prodigtes, by which :iﬂiﬁ: MER MY Yeceive
more ccredin notices of an approaching cvil ina flate, As there is a natural
divinarion, whereby che birds can prefage an approaching ftorm and
tempell; ( chat whichgave birth to the opinjon that they were Dive-
rum interpretes) {o there s an arsificial one, appropriate to every art
and myfterie almoft. The Phyfician hath prognoftica mortss, the Natu.-
ral Philsfopher his prefages of winds and feafons, the Mariner of
frorms and calms  the Husbandman , many of fruicfulnefs and plentie
(elegantly deferibed by the Poet ) ¢ fo allo the prudent States-man
hath his Profpetive of many figns, by which he can {pya trouble
and change in the ftate, as yet a great way off:

————— Ile eriam coecos inftare tumulins
Sapd monet, fraudéfque & operva tumefcere bella,
Such had that Politician, who upon a view of the manners of che
city where he came, brake out, ¢ urbem venalem @@ citd perituram, [
erproren invenerie !

Now the figns and Prodigies which thus forewarn him, are fuch
asthefe; 1, Monfira vitierum ¢o° doflrinarum, monfters of vicesand
opinions generally obtaining therein. When the old man is grown
too big for the girdle of thame or fear, and the hand of publick ju-
flice negleéts to rub off that ruft, which is growing upon the iron
Age, it may quickly be expeted that God fhould do his own work
himlelf, affert his own righteoufnefs, by throwing it into the fire of
fome terrible judgement, to refine and purifie it. Soalfo, fuch mon-
ffrous Doéirines as thefe grown bold and publick, are a prefage of
fome great diftempers growing upon the common Body ; That there
are [ome imward and extraordinary calls to an Office, which ow an gcconnt
of their truth and veality {oley o that (pivit which feels them, That onely
Chrift in Perfon s the lawfull and right full Governpur of the Earth. That
Magiftracy ffands not with Chriftian Liberey. That, Nullus eft Dominus
Civilisdum eft in peccato mortali, Where the Magifirate will not re-
formthe Church, the people may, Every fuch Doétrine as dull and wood-
en as it may feem, contains ( Jike the Trojane horfe ) armed men in
the belly of ir. _ Ak

2. Extraordinary Eclipfes of #he fuperiour Luminaries, ( the Govern-
ours in Church and State ). either as to the ljght of wifdom and
counfel, or refpeét and reverence before the people.  Before Gods
petty day of judgement in'a ftate, the Sun ufually is turned into dark; -
nefs, and the Moon inte blowd; there is grear conve mpt thrown upon the
Perfon or Government of the Ruler by libells and feditious fpeeches,
and his chief Minifters are required asfacrifices to appeafefome po-
palar fury and dilcentent. :

2, Edrthe




Se&, 6. Objections an[wered, 41 i
3. Earthquakes indivers places, Imean, a great many commoti- i
ons and petey timults among the populacy, Thefe argue hi%{ dif- i
faisfactions. Such frequent breakings ouc in the body Politick, ar-
" gue many noxious and dangerous humours therein, which (without i
the wife interpofe of State-phylitians) prefage ruine to the whole. i
Thefe and more figns (not proper for this place) are there, which X

are fufficienttothe mind thac hath wifdom 5 as for folly. it would not i
receive inftruction, chough ene arofe from rhe dead, |
Secondly, Weare further told, that by removing of the received Objeflion =, i
Opinion of Prodigies and figns, we removea main pillar, where- |
upon the faith of a Divine Providence [of 2 God, concern'd inall the .
atfairs of the world] and thac we hereby ftrengthen the hands of i
Atheifm, and few pillours under the elbows of fecure and fleepy I &
wickedne(s. |
I anfwer, Tss rather the way to make men Atheiffs to tellthem, thefe A b fwer i
are Gods figns of things which they fec [cldom or mever comeropafs, All™ -
arguments brought in defence of a truth men are willing to free i
their minds of, it they doe not fully prove, doe hugely weakenand il
difparage it 5 like weak Phyfick, which if it drive not forth che ill ﬂ
humour, doth by accident exafperate it, and make the patient,
worlg: and therefore itisno way fafe to truft {fo'greatr and impor-
tant an article of our faith, wich fo feeble andaery a proof as this s,
If an Atheilt can believe thacthe world came by chance into all
this beauty and elegane order, and the feverallfphears of beings o
maintain {o gratefull an harmony in their motions, without fome
great intelligence to give law and meafure to them ; He will more
eafily perfwade himfelf, chat things run by chance fometimes into
difcord, monftrouinefs, and deformiry.
Thirdly, *Tis further objefted, that all the common and more Objeétion 3, i)
familiag methods of aftion, appointed the creatures giving fo excel- :
lentan account of themfelvesto a wile and confiderate mind, it -
cannot readily be conceiv’d to what end any of thefe extraordina- I
ries in Nature, can minifter but to chat of Divination of events _
tuture, : o
Though thisbe a moft inconfequent and prefum pruous reafoning, 84t -
L ekings muft be for this end, for I fnow ne other that they can ferve] yer, il
becaufe where the mind of man reacheth not the tiue caufesor i
proper ends of any thing, itis eafily tempted totake upin fuch vain |
and cheap refolves as a {uperftitions multitude or a gmlty fear, may ,
tender to it and becaufe moft wenare fuch Glorie animalia as (like
Froteas) to fhift into any odd fhape and form of opinionand con-
ceit to free themfelves when held with the knot of any difficult and

[EeT

§ il
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perplex Phenomenon layd before them. T fhall therefore propofe H
thofe higher and more excellent ends of thefe irrepular accidents, (i

which may fatisfie mens minds, and (as a real diamond doth its
counterfeit) moft effe€tually deteét and difparage char litele and
meanend which vulgar opinion makes, them fervantsto' [that of
an'unneceffary, and often hurcfull curicfity , in the knowledge of
timesreferv’d loley in Gods powerand counfel. ] &
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objettions an[wered. Selt.6.

Firft, Then, They [erve to awiaken more grofs and heavy minds into &

(enfe of the Being, Providence; and greatncis of God.
"1 Of his Being, One acconnt Why Atheifts live ima conftant neg-
leét and inobfervance of the God of Nature, isthis, [l things conri-
nuc a5 they were frem the beginning of the crearion] the conftant and
even harmony whichi nature makes, lulls meninto a dull and fleepy
inadvertency ; whereas fome harfhnefs and difcords now and then
inthe parts thereof (new and unwonted OCCUrrences) are apeto
awaken their dull and fleepy niinds into a fenfe of fome mighty power
which runs through the world and commands the forces of Nature
which way he pleateth,

Since we loft the favour of God we are greatly propenfe to loofe
the fenfeof Him: forif he obflerve a ccmgihnt methodin the works
of Creation, the God of nature fhall be loft and forgotten in the
power of Nature : if, asin cheworks of Providence, He proceed by no
rul’d cafes, (never prefcribe to himfelf) chen he fhall be eclyps'd
chance and fortune : and therefore perhaps fometimes He aéls fo
accountably, and confonantly to our notions, in the works of his
providence, that menare forc’d to fay, Ferily there # 4 God whichjudg-
cth in the Eareh: and fometimes fo irregularly in the works of Nature
that men are forc’d to cry out, The Finger of Ged ! Were the works in
Nature, alway layd ‘out by the line of an even, and (every way)
immutable law and order, men Would be apt to think (though
they could not make fenfe of thatr choughe) that all was done by
Nature :and fhould Monfters, Comets, Earthquakes, 8¢C. turn quo-
ridian, men would be tempted to conclude the worlda greatlot-
tery> and all effels owing foli fermnite Caufarum concurfuis W hereas
2 wife intermixture of fome irregularities puts men upon refieétions
and gives them to underitand that Natures ill thap’d lettersat one
cime , are an aflurance that fhe could not write o faigly and
evenly as generally, had fhe not fome Great Mafter to guide her hand,
and bind in the powers of fome caufes apt to exorbitate and flie out.

2. Ofhis Providence, Should not Rivers fometimesftand,and I}ﬂtinﬁs
fayl, men would not be {o fully affus’d, thar it 1s Godwho (endeth the
(prings intoshe vallies, vhat it 3 be who watcreth the Hills, Should there
not happen fome terrible Fulcanos, and fiery eruptions, We fhould
not awakenintoa fenfe of that mighty Power, which keeps all thac
natural cinder in the bowels of the earth from catching fire before
its appointed time : Did there not new {prings break forth fome-
times, from the ufually drieft breatts of our common Mother [deferts
and wildernefles] we could not with the Pfalmift, adore the power
of God difcover’d in turning the H"H.-f:'rm’fl' Into r;j.f.m.ﬁ:-:g waler, and
dry grounds into water [prings, B fides the exorbitances of Natural
cautes at fometimes, and their running (like unruly horfes) out of
that way (thofe lines which common Nature hath preferib’d them)
refolye us that their general ftillnefsand order is owing to Him who
rideth upon the Heavens, whote Wildom and power moderates all
their blind and impetuons forces : A truth, Which the ancients
couche in their fable of the Gyant T7phor (which fignifies fwelling

- out




Seét 6, Objections anfweyed,

out) bidding battel to (their moft ancient Deity) Pan, or Nature,
but bound up and reftrain’d by him in Nets (as cwere) of Ada
mant.

3. Ofhis admirable greatnefs, Upon the occurrence of any mateers
ftrange and extrzordinary, Nature hath taugkht us to caft up our

eyesand hands to heaven, in a kind of tacit ac nowledgement thae
matters rare and Wounderfull ow themfelvesto Him who is Suupa-
g3¢) G, the grear wonder worker, who is accordingly to be ac-
knowledg’d inthemall. And therefore though we fear not a Co-
met or an Earthquake, yer may We thence take occafionto quicken
cur {elves toa Reverence and tear of that greatnefs which appointed
them. The true{piric of Religion will hot receive Metum, 3 fear
of diftruft, though the Earthremove and the mounrding be carried into
themidft of the fea s but yerreadily entereains timorem, a fear of reve-
rence, when it perceives theearth to be but fhaken, (by an Earth-
quake ) or the Mountains to break forth into a flame. As we mult
not loofe our Philofophy in Religion, by a total negleét of fecond
caufes, and turning Superftitious 3 [o neither mult we loofe our
Religion in Philofophy, by dwelling on fecond caufes, rill we quite
fmgm the Firft, and become profane. To cure Superitition by
proftanenefs. is to burn an Idol with fire taken from the Alear.

S:ﬁ{}ndl}FJ Some of thefe petty alterations in Nature, ferve as a kind
of typess Effays, Affurances of that Greater and more univerfal alteration
thereof, at the confummation of the world. That we might not diftruft a
Refurreftion, God hath youchfaft us (as Theedores. notes ) wTRg Tl
digaiTios pipipale 2 wguymal2, Many Pretty imitarions andna-
tural Sermons thereof, a5 the rifing again of decay’d planss from their
reotsin the [pring, thererurn of berbs and srees from their dying feeds into
lifeagain. Thusthe frightfull eruprions of fire from the earth, won-
derfully eclipfes of the lights of heaven, the ftrange fires fometimes
difcovered in the air, the mighty tremblings of the earth , may
lerve (like Hierufalem pourtra’d by the Prophet upan atile) aslittle
maps and imirations of that more dreadfull confufion which thall
cover the whole face of Nature ac the laft day, and asa kind of pre-
[udia to thattime when the sun {hall be cloth®d with darknefs, the
beavens fhall beon fire, the elements [hall melt with fervent beat, and the
Earth with all the works therein fhall be burne up.

Certlizs the Heathen derided the Chriftian doftrine of 2 final
diffolution of the works of Nature atthe laft day,with his guafi Narure
divini legibus confiitutus ordo avernys turbétur; as if ever the perpetual
orderof Nature which hath received its fealand, fantion from the
counfels of heaven, can ever be ruffled and diftwb’d : Now thefe
ftrange alterations in nature, are but prefaces tomuch ftrz nger ; and
the breakings forth of mighey fires out of the earth fometimes give
affurance that Clike Hriah) it carcies itsown fate abour i, {uch hery
materials, aswill quickly reduce it to 2 condition beneath jrs firit
Chaos, in that day of vengeance wherein God Will, defirey the murde..
rers and abufers of his fervants, and burn up their pollured cizy,

Thirdly. God inshem [upplics the [oul wpith fuch. objedls as ‘He made it

moft
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moft apt to contemplate and admire, Ina work of Art((as Longinus ob-
ferves) man admires the curiofity and accuratenefs; ina workof
Nature, the vaftnels and magnificence thereof : becaufe in the for-
mer, He looks for but.# duoisr dvfearq, fomewhat like man (the
meature & fubjet of are)but in the lacter, fomewhat worthy of God:
and furcher thac if any thing occurre which is #iedfo€or, péya, #) de
arevs nuds Newpov wrsesy, frange, vaft,and (in comparifon with our
felves) bigg with a kind of Divinity, guenss ms azbubeor, We are
carried witha kind ‘of native inftinét, to confider and attend untoie :
and he inftancesaccordinglyin the eclipfes of heaven,the vait ocean,
the vulcanos of a4 tna; as objeéts which command the: mind to won-
der and ecftacy. [The Soul hereby gives filent teftimony to it felf;
that it was made to contemplate and admire that God, with whom
all the firft exemplars of greatnefs, power, glory, beauty, dwell roge-
cther, or what{oever there 1s in the works of Arror Narure, in which
there appear any rude touchesand fthadows of wonderfull and ad-
mirable.]

Now thenas there are in Nature (the Art of God) thofe admi-
rable curiofities, appearing in the elegant fabrick of the creatures,
the myfterious anatomy of parts, and thofe more fubtile and crypeick
ways which Nature walks in), toward’ her defigned ends, which
affeltnot the dullerand morcheedlefs part of the world, ‘but fupply
the fons of Art with frefh and repeared wonders 3 foin chefe pro-
digious inftances; the ruder fort otmen (which carry their Soulsin
their eys) find fomewhat to engige them to contemplate and ad-
mire.  Thefe'works goe'off from the commeon figures and meafures
of Nawre, are great and vehement; and therefore, proper ob-
jeéts tocall forth the foul into contemplacion and admiratign ; which
whilft ie ftands thus at gaze doth tacitly and interpretatively vene-
rate that God who in all chefe irange Events, appears wonderfull in
counfecl and mighty in working,

Fourthly, Many of théfe Evrata (in the book of the Creature)) lead us
to an'underftanding of the evil of lin which hath made the creatures
thus [ubjedt 1o vanity and mifcarriage. Theophraftus hath noted thatin
the matter whereof natural things conlift, there is =229 7 ¢ @ dusor
& Jeypdor 7 cu,much of it which is unWwieldly too fliffe and flubborn
to be turned to the feal of Nature, to receive thofe fignaturesand im-
prefles, which are beft, and primarily intended to be ftampt uponit,
A defet which efeapenot the noticesof many contemplative Hea-
thens, who could not refolve' themfelves of the proper caule thereof
[Divine malediétionlayd upon the creatures forthe fin of man]

Fifthly, They ferve to lead ws ‘info a -more difiinct knowledge of the
works of Nature. Nature isthe beft Interpreter of it felf 5 now (like
tortur’'d men) fhe then difcovers her fecrets, cicher when vex’d by
Artinlefler. bodies, or difturb’d by accident in greater. Comets,
new Stars, monitrous Ecliples, Earth-quakes, Meteors, &¢. all ferve
the knowledge of cne m?ﬂer}-’ in Nature or other. The knowledge
of Nature isgreatly abfolv'd, by our underftanding [ Quid fiers poreyt,

@ «Quorede] What can be done therein, and how it 1sdone : the
former




Se&t.6, Objeltions anfwered,

former knowledge we advance to efpecially by an attendance to
Natura libera vel vinitz Nature in irs conftant and more eafy freedom
of Qperation, oras demeaning it felf, under the conftraints of Arr,
The latter Knowledge we fairly arrive at by aregard to Natira De-
vians, Natureerringand running out of her mere common road,
becaufethe Errours of Nature correét thofe Idols which the foulis
eafily abus’d withall, whileattending {olely to things common and
ufuil, (whence iris apt to takeup its maximes) and alfo becaunle
theieare lometimes a kind of rude and imperfect pieces inNature,and
{o ferve (like a fhip halfe built) to difcover her filens proceffes, and
mur;cwpmk methods inche building up and compleating of her
works.

And therefore if we had 2 more faichfull Hiffery of the Anomals in
Nature, (‘the want whereof isowing not a little to the fuperftition
of men, which (tainsall it toucheth) we might be foon able to fee
beyond the furface of thofe things ;which asyet feem plac’d in the
world, but to confound and pofe us. But the evil is, that as the Hi-
ftory of Times; isufually drawn up, {o 25 it may minifternot to truth
but fiction ; the Hiflory of Nature {o 4s to gratifie either intereft or
curiofity, fo the Hiffory of Praternaural occurrences, as it may ferve,
wonder or fuperttiion; notin fo judicious and faichfull a relation
of the critical circumftances of accidents, as to make a {quare bafis
Wwhereupon ro erelt the fteady principles of Philofophy.

Sixthly, Suchunwonted occurrences.give niro underfland that the moff
common rules of natural operarion are mor without exception, nor her moff
known laws fimply immutable ; God isable to overthrow Nature by it
felf, by appointing oneNatural caufe to difturb and countermand the

weaker efforts of another, He can caufe that siewdr 7hs uboeas Jams 2. 6.

(in S, Fams’s phrafe) wheele of Nasure to fire and deftroy it felf, by
delivering it to the violentand diforderly motion of its feveral patts.

Allthe creatures are at God’s foot; all their Orders and motions, T b, r. De
buc thelaws whichhis infinite Wildom appointed them unto. Ac- Giyit. D.c.8,

cordingly S. Aufiinfpeaking of the foremention’d prodigious Phafis
ofthe Planer Venus, vell us, God would have men thencelearn, se Deo
non debere preferibere, that they ought not to prefcribe to God ; and
thathe isable. Naturam inlongd aliud quam nobis cognitim cff vertere ¢o°
mutare, command Nature intoa quite different order and pofture from
what our (horter thoughts can reach unto s and, that Peluntas Con-
divoris condirerei cujnfque naturaeff, the nature of every thing is bue
the prefent will of its maker. As all arbitrary and contingent A-

ents and events, {feem in 2 forc neceflary , with refpeét to the
knowledge of God ; foall agents (as to us) neceflary, are murable
and arbitrary, confider’d with refpeét to che power of God. All the
creatures arebut fo many earthen veflels, bearing upon them the ar-
bitrary figures and impreflions of their mighty Former.

Seventhly, Tisufuallyadded,thacall thefe exorbitances in Nature
[ferve #o foyle and fet off the general beauty and elegancy of its works. Al
that Jan & xealnidioz €ider (in the language of Plotinus) marter not
fullyfubdued and layd hold upon by F Wm}i doth but enhance n.ihn::
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objeitions an[wered, Seét.7,

yalue of all thofe comely proportions elfewhere difcovered in che

Creation. _
Thefegreatends (and greater no doubt are fome of thofe which

lie hidden in the recefles of the Divine Mind) offering fo fair and
ealy anaccount of thefe irregular accidents (if at leait we may fo
term eventsfalling out by as neceffary, though lefs known and com-
mon a rule and law of Nature, as its daily labours) to receive them,
(without any Interpreter to explaintheir language) as a kind of Di-
vine meflengers to bring us news from Heaven, and (asthe Angel to
Danicl) vo make us #nderftand whar [hall befall our people hereafier is
to weary our felves to catch a fhadow, and like 4donis to fall inlove
onely with the refleétions of our own face, phancg,and abus’d ima-
gination, and to be vain without any Apology in che world.

SECT NI,

An Anfwertothe [everal Scriptures alledged i
favour of the adver[e Opinion,

The firft Scripture Mat, 16, 3. [peaking of figns of rimes, anfwer’d by
fhewing the great difparity of figns, things fignificd the times fpoken
of, and the Perfons (poken to, from thofe concern®d in this, Argument.
The (econd Seripture [ Joel 2.30,31.] Vindicared, The day of the Lord
kow underfood in Scripture , mighty changes in the creation, in prophe-
tical Scriptures, to be underftood myftically, and why The Prophety of
Joel how underfEood; and when accomplifhed. The third Seripture. [Luk.
21, 11, ] anfwered largely.

Hhving thusdriven this Opinion from all its little holds, it remains
now that we beat it from its Fort Royal [the Authority of Sacred
Scripture, which fccems ¥o [peak favour for it] Now the firft place of
Scripture; I take notice of; preft to the fervice thereof, is that fpeech

of our Saviour;

Mat, 16. 3, ,
Te hypocrites, ye can difcern the face of the sky 5 and can ye-not difcern
the figns of the times 7

In which Words our Saviour intimates, that asGod in the works
of Nature, hath confulted the conveniencies of common life, by ap-
ﬁninting {ome certain figns of the {eafonsenfuing, fo hach he alfo 1n
is providence affifted che happinefsand advantage of our civil and
Spiritual life, by ordaining fome figns ofthe times, whence we may be
able to make a Crifis of the iflue ofthings :-and that irisa greatin-
ftance of folly in men, that they are fuch able Interpreters of the
various lines in the face of heaven, but very uncapable, and ftupidly
inabfervant of chofe rational fignsand intimations of the ftate and:
condition of the prefent or future timesof the Church. Now then

what figns of times can more plaufibly and rationally be aﬂ?g&;:d:
n.




Sect.7. Objections anfwered.

then prodigies, Which the heavieft men can obferve, and the wifeft
cannot readily define to what end fomeof them (Comers efpecially
and New ftars) can ferve, unlefs to poine out tothe worlda diffe-
rence-of times 2

I anfwer Scripture (like over preft grapes) gives a very ungrate-
full eaft and fenfe, when preft beyond itseaty and nativeintent and
purpofe ; that foche prefent Textis, will appear, if thefe four parti-
culars be duly attended unto.

Firlt, The great difparity of figns ; the figns whereof the Textis
underftood, Were,

1. Signa moralia, figns of 2 moral Nature, fuchas were thegradual
leflening ot the luftre and glory of the Jewifh Polity and pedigogys
by the ceafing of prophecy, the abfence of the heavenly fige, the
aike of the Covenant, the shechinab | the Oracles by #rim and
Thummim _from the fecond Temple ; the lapfing of the government
from Kingsto Dukes, from Dukes to the Sanhedrin, from them to the
Romanes; there having been no Kings types of Chrift after David and
solumon, (except Hegekiab be admitted 2 candidate for that honour)
This vanihing fplendour of the face of Mofes ( that Oeconomy
whereof he wasthe minifter ) was a fign that the Sun of Righicoufnes
was now a rifing, under whom a ftate of more fpintual and inward
glory was{hortly toobtain,

2. Signa pradiita, figns of times long before fpoken of, and of {a-
cred and feriptural infticucion; fuch as were, the departing (ina good
degree atlealt) of the sceprre from Fudah, the near expireing ot Da-
nicls weeks, the coming of Fobn the Bapiift in zhe spirit of Elias, the
generalexpeation of the Meffiss about that time rais’d up in the
minds of men.

3. Signa miraculofz, the mighey figns and wonders (every Way
equalto thofe upon which the credit of the Mofaical difpenfation
was builc) which attended the perfon and dotrine of our Saviour,
and 'l:lir- which ( as his vifible witnefles) he fometimes made his
appea

P&fl]ﬂrcls,thc figns of times, T contend again(t, are neither of any
moral nature, (ipeaking not to the Reafon, buc the phancy of men)
neither were they ever foretold, (God-doth not now appearfo far
to value the world as to ufher any change in the affairs thereof, by
the promifesof a Prodigie) nor are they miraculous, the power of
Nature (in fuch a coincidence of caufes being able to reach the pro-
duétion of any of thele prodigiousfigns,

2. The difparity of things fignified; Allche forementioned figns were
sokens for good, butas the blufhings of the Evening before the dawn-
ing of that happy day, wherein, a ftate big anc good enough for
che title of the Kingdom of Heaven, wasto take place. ~Befides, they
were matters of no narrow and private reference (the fall of fome
Gueat Perfon, orthe commencing of {ome petty War) but of a ca-
tholick concern, fuch wherein the felicities of Jew and Gentile
were bound up, (matters big enough for the folemnity of a fignto

preface and bring on, The things Ifigni&cd were alfo matters of
&
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huge importance [as, that Fefes was the promifed Meffizh, thacall
the fhadows, and rites of the law, were to expire and conclude (like
the Phenix in a neft of {pices) in the graces, truthsand glories of the
Gofpel-ftate; thacthe wallof parririon was now to be taken away,
and all Narions to own themfelves brethren under one common
Father] Thefe things, all men were concern’dto know and believe,
and therefore God taught them by great figns, as well as excellent
Preachers. WhereasProdigies are fuppos’d the figns of wrath and
judgements, which yet often furprize men (not unfitly therefore
ii’'d Gods arrows | whichgive a fatal, buc withall a fuddainand a fi-
lent wound) and befides are prefum’d to come forth to ferve fome
worldly and little ends and interefts, which men eafily perfwade
i*._hf-.mfthfr:s, Heaven hath efpouled wich as much paffion as them~
elves. :
3. The difparity of the times (poken of (inthat Text) from our own:
Thetimes there intended, Were times rather prefent then future :
times Wherein the Mofaical Oeconomy, (brought on with mighey
figns and wonders) was to determine ; Times wherein the Church
Was to be put under an immutable and excellent form of adminifira-
tion (lil’d therefore the Laff times in Scripture) Now neceffary it was
that fome remarkeable figns of thofe times fhould be given forth in
fcriprure, that fo the age wherein that mighty change fhould fall,
mighe the better acquielce therein, and fucceeding generations
might have the more fecure a faith of the exhibition of the true
Meffiss, becaunle obferving all the Jigns of the timesto which he was
promifed, exactly confpiring in thofe wherein he was exhibited.
Whereas all the ‘changes which chequer and vary the times of the
World now, are of no name and reckoning, if compar'd with this.
The wo:ld is fo acquainted with civil changes, that I fhould expeét
a Prodigie rather to give notice of fome days of peace and fettled
tranquuillity (to which the world is the greateft ftranger)

4. The Difparity between the Perfons to whom thofe words were (pohen,
and our felves; The Jews werea People To us’d to figns, that the
Apoftietellsus, 1Cor. 1, 22, the Fews require-a fign. And it wasthe
vulgar opinion amongft them, that as all exeraordinary Prophets
were to {eal their commiffion with a miracle, fo all events extra=
ordinary were ro be forefhewn by 2 fign. Hence the Jews cometo
our Saviour with thar bold demand, #has fign fhewefi thou unto us,
Jeeing thar thoy doeft all thefethings 7 Jo, 2. 18, and the Difciples (upon
the credic of thiscommon conceit ) no fooner hear our Saviour fore-
tell ftrange events inreferenceto H.Ecmf‘i:!cm, and the Temple, but
they pre[enthr ask him [what [ball be the ign, when all t}rrfe things fhall
come £o pafs 7 ] Gad perhaps gave them figns, to affure them thatthe
evils which befell them arofe not out of the duft,bur came upon-them
trom the fore-appointing counfels of heaven's and to awaken their
dulland worldly mindsinto 2 lively fenfe of his juftice and provi-
dence. Butnow inthebroad daylight ofthe Gn[Jpel, ’tis expelted
that we fhould not need awakening by any fiuch monitors intoa fenfe
and awe of che Divine Majefty, "We muftnow believe mrh%uta

BN,




Seét 7. Objections anfweyed,

fign, and derive our repentance not from mighty Earthquakes and
prodigies, but an ingenious and underftanding fenfe of fin,
L{uppofe now thatthe light of what hath been faid upon this Text
of Scripture; is fufficient to chafe away all thadow of any argument
fromir, roabet any {nch figns of timer as our adverfaries plead itin
favour of. - And whatthough we thould be forc’d toreturn 2 Non
diquer in reference ro the true ends of Comets and new ftars fome-
times difcovered to the World * muft we therefore conclude them
but a fort of more glorious impertinencies in Natwure, unlefs they
{erve our curiofity, by being made figns of times? s it fuch news to
hear fo thort a creature as man is, paft his depth? We find the Al-
mighty pofeing of Feb, almoft through every fcience; In Geometry,
Knoweft chou the ballancings ? of the clouds ? whercupon are the foundations
of the Earth j'.:{fn:'.-.' 7 or who hath laid she corner ffone ? In Natural Phi-
lofophy, Haff thonenired into the (prings of the fea 7 or haft thon walked
2n the fearch of the deep ? hajft thou ‘entered into the treafures of the (now ?

In Opticks, Whercathe way where light dwelleth, and as for darfnefs,

wiere is the place thereof 2 by what way # the light parted, which [catrercth
the Edfi=wind uporithecarth? In Aftronomy, cant then bring forth Mag.
Rarochn lvis feafon, or canft thon guide Arélirus wieh kis fons 2 Kneweff
thouthe Ordinances of heaven, canft thou fet the dominion thereof in the
earth? In Arithmetick, whe can number ‘the clouds in wifdom ? ITn Na-
tural Huftorys knoweft thou the time, when the wild goats of the rock bring
forth, 8c. God will have fome things in Nature unfearchable , o
bide pride fromman, and vo difcover himfelf to him : for it mult needs
beprefumed that all thefe myflerics came forth from, and are com-

prehended-by fome Firft Mind, and mighty Widom,
Weare urg’d next with the words of the Prophet Focl, chap. 2,

@, 31,

I wn’f"ﬁ;rw'mm&w inthe heavens, and inthe Earth, bloud and fire and

illars of (moxk:
Tfrcj'.[.rz foall be turncd into darkne(s, and the moon into bloud, tefore the
great and terrible day of the Lord,
Tocdayof the Lord i nearsthe Sunw and the Moon Jhall be davkned, and
the Stars [ball withkraw their fbineing : From which words thole
Al 2,19, 20. 2re borrowed.
To which may be added becaufe ofa likenefs of expreffion that
place. Luk, 21, 2¢, 25,
And there fball be figns in the Sunand inthe Moon, upow Earth diftrefs of
Nations, withperplexity, the (ea and the waves roaring |
Mens Pearts failing them for fear, and for looking nzgh'r thofe things
which are coming on sbe Earth, for the powers of heaven fball be
Joaken.
Inwhich former fcripture, by the Day of the Lord, weare to under-
{tand fome fpecial day of vengeance; itbeing nfual in facred Writ,
gas fome of the Hebrew Doétours obferve ) to intitle days eminent
orany unufual expreffions of Divine favour or difpleafure, Days of
the Lord : whereas we find this day Yrefac’d and foretold by fuch
prodigious occurrences as eafily refolve themfelyes into caufes na-

tural. H 3 Ianfwers
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Objections anfwered. Sect.7.

I anfwer, Firft Learned expofitors generally underftand thofe
placesnotinany literal fenfe, but receive themall as fo many pro-
phetical fchemes of fpeech, (inftances whereof, are of moft familiar
occurrence in the Prophets ) expreflive of fome wonderfull evils
{hortly toafflilt the world: asthey doalfo (on the contrary) the
promifes of  new keaven and & new earsh, the increafe of the light of the
jun and of the moon, & ¢, but as fo many figurative expreflions of fome
white and gladiom days fhortly to fucceed. Particularly the lear-
ned * Grorius is {o fecure of a figuracive fenfe of fuchplaces, thathe
tellsus, they are never to be expounded (in all fcripture') to any
other, And indeed fhould we expound them literally, we fhould
foon honour the fallsof great men, or deftrution of cities, with
greater (oras great) wonders, as attended the crucifixion of our
blefled Saviour, Befides, what Hiftories ever mention any fuch afto-
nifhing alterations in the frame of Nature, asthe literal fenfe of
thefe places would introduce a faith of 2

Now the Prophets chofe chus to deliver themfelves, for fome 6r
all of thefe Realons;

1. Becaufe it wasthe cuftom of the Eaftern Nations, to defcribe
greatand mighty ftormsand troubles in a ftate, in fuch phrafes as
thefe, the darkning of the heavens, falling of the ftars, fbaking of the earth,
fiying away of the Mountains, ¢7'c.

2, Becaule thefe being che moft remarkable and ‘glorious bodies
in the world, terrible alterationsin them, feem the moft proper re-
prefentatives of mighty changes and alterations 1n kingdoms,

2. Becaufethe terrible judgements of ‘God upon the Babylonians,
Egyptians , Fews and obftinare Gentiles ( {ec forch in fuch ‘expref
fions) were but [uprem: judicii (peciming; lictle images and types of
the 1aft and dreadtull judﬁcmcn:; and therefore not unfitly cha-
raéter’d by the terrours and horrours which fhall uther thac laftand
great Day. :

4. Becaulethefe are expreffions mighty and vehement, and fo
very expreflive of, and futable unto, thac hot and vigorous impre{-
fion which the Spirit of Prophécy made upon the minds and imagi-
nations of thofe holy men which were atted by it.

5. Becaufe that anxiety and perplexity of mind, which fhould
attend the plagues coming on men, fhould be as greatalmolt, asif
they {aw the eye of heaven (E:F:c fun) put-our, and the earth to tremble
under them, &c. .

Now, (in this figurative [enfe) the words were accomplifhed in
their firlt and originalincention,when chat greatmifery was brought
upon the earth by Nabuchodonofor ; and they receiv’d afurther degree
otaccomplifhment (asS. Peter intimates, A¢. 2,19, ) under the Ro-
manes, when the land which was but fbaven before by Gods hired Ragor,
had an utcer baldnefs brought upon it (to ufe the expreflion of the
Prophet.) and it thall have its fulfilling jnthe outmoftlatitude of its
fenie, at the day of judgment (of which fome Interpreters folelyun-
derftand it) Propecies -have their, Gradus ¢5° Scalws complemenit,
(as the Lord Bacon fpeaks) the lalt day only is thattrue aafpapa 7¢
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Sed, 7. objections anfwered,

aebye fulnefs of time, wherein they fhall be completely fulfilled. Ged
often draws. fimilar and parallel lines of confufion, over different
times and places | whips many flubborn children with the fame
rod, and therefore prophefies of the fame vengeance may have their re-
peated accomplifhments,

Secondly , Some learned men underftand in thefe placesareal and
lireral darkning of thefe grear bodies of light, though anifing nottrom
any common and natural, butan extraordinary and lupernatural caule,
The realons of which expofition, I fhall remitto their proper place;
which (ifthey appear fatisfaétory ) nothing can be thenee conclu-
ded in favour of prefages by thefe Prodigies, which are but fome more
unulual effefts lj,finﬁ id inthe powers of natural Agents , and fome-
times exerting themlelves, ¢ r

There is one place of Scripture more whichmay feem to {ome to
reguire (perhaps to-refufe) an anfwer , vig. that Luke 21. 11, where
onr Blefled Saviour ( foretelling that large line of confufionto be
ftretched out HFGD the Holy City,and whole nation of the Jews, a3
as a precedent figne thereof , tells his Difciples, Great earthquake’
Jball be in divers places, and famenes, and peftilences; &c, now earthquakes
have been numbred with Prodigtes natural,

I anfwer, Firlt, #When God hathonce fealed them by bis fanétion and ins
fHitucion, Prodigics natural may be regarded as the figns of events arbirra-
ry and [upernatural, Godsbow: (without a ftring ) inthe heavens, 15
to usa figne thatthe world need never fear penifhing by any fuch
fatal arrow as once was fhot out of the clouds, [A univerial deluge]
although it be owing to a natural and neceflary caufe 5 as being [by
Gods inftiturion ] advanc’d to the dignity of a figne of grace and
fivour. Thus when God had told the people that, as an expreffion
of his grea€ difpleafure againft them. for asking of a king, He
would fend chunder andrain ( things in themfelves natural, except
it be f2id that the peculiar condition of that feafonand climate,
made themapproach to a miracle) it wasa religious fear with whicky
the people entertain’d their coming. God may appoint the crowing
of a cock (at -fuch an inftant of ume ) tobe one of his figns. So,

when the Difcipleshad asked a figne of their Lord, when all his pre- Luke 21, 7:

diftions concerning the Temple and Nation , fhould come to pafs,
and he had mentioned (amongft others )Great carthguakes they were
then prefer’d a kinde of Sacraments and prophetick fymbols of the
terrible fhaking of the Jewifh worthip and polity now approach-
ing, And indeed when the great wickedne{sand fecurity of that
peneration had merited,that that fatal cime fhould fall as a fnare upon
all them that then dwelt on the earth: fuch figns ashad a natural caufe
feemed the moft proper indications thereof, as Which (becaule hap-
pening at that time ) might fufficiently:warn.and alarm the Chrifti-
ans, and Jull fafter afleep the more Atheiftical and incredulous parc
of that age; appearing to them; bue the more unufual works of in-.
terrupted natute. Toconclude now, that becaufe fome earthquakes,
of Gods appointing, were hisfigns, therefore all are , isasinconfe--
quent an inference as this; the ‘bread and wine aze figns and feals i::
t
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the Sacrament, becaufe ftampt witha divine inftitution 3 therefore
all bread and wine may challenge the fame degree of reverence
and regard fromus,

Secondly, Thefe earthquakes had fuch charaétersuponthem as
might (ufficiently inclofe and diftinguith them fron the common if-
fues of difturbed nature; As,

1, Their greatnc(s, the Text ftyles them grear earthquakes. Tt is like-
ly there appeared in them more then the bare force and impatience
of fome crude and imprifoned vapours, We read ofan earthquake
in the days of #3tiah, fogreatand terrible , that we finde it made
an Epocha in the Jewith hittories. Fofephus repores that fome furlongs

of the mountains about Ferufalem were renc afunder, and cicies fwal-
lowed up by ic. If Ariftorle ftyled the Celte puvorliss, mad men;
becanfean earthquake would fooner make 2 mountain eremble then
them : certainly 313 title is too lictle for thofe which are not impref-
five to fome fear of God , when they fee him thus letloofe the pow-
ers and forces of natural agentsupon them.

2. Their mulritude [ there were carthquakes in divers places 7 Nature
ran often againft her biasin the fame inflances, that fo the effeét
might not be intituled to the rub of fome cafual impediment, but to
the hand of heaven over-ruling and direéting it. And fhould I here
grant (which Ifee no reafon todo) that many and great earthquakes
inaconunent efpecially, area figne of fome approaching evil, our
adverfaries could advance lictle upon the conceffion | both becaufe
the example will I believe be found a hereroclite, and to fand alone
in the Hiftory of Nature, as alfo becaufe I conceive they would not
adventure to comparea monfter or fiery meteor with the terrours of
fo many earthquakes ( generally fingled out in Scriptugg. as the mo-
nitours of the Divine power and majefty ) »

3. Their difmal attendants. The creatures would not nourifh fich
rebels againft heaven as Were then upon earth, [ there were amines]
the air refufed to:cherifh andrefreth them. [ there were pe tences |
the eyes of heaven fhrunk away from fuch hated objeéts [ the lights
of Beaven were darkmed ] the earth groaned and ftaggered in a fort, un-
der hervile burden [ there were earthquakes in divers places ] fo thae
thefe figns migh, as letters do, fpeak that to'a pious féars in conjun-
ttion, Which they could not have done in feparation,

4, Their Divine predidtion. [There fball e earthquakes ] and cach
earthquake was a figne, notas Evensas mirabilis , but as Eventus pre-
diffus S0l his meeting of three men, carrying three kids, and three loaves,
and @ bostle of wine, When he parted from Samuel, might have Been
received with the flighe and paffing notices of a cafual and common
accidents had it not been foretold by the Prophe, as 2 figne of Gods
prefence wich him, And thus any of chefe earthquakes mighe per-
haps have been received buc with the common wonder which any
rare and prodigiovs occurrence calls forth; but becaufe foretold | it
was a figne when itcame topafs, that that eye of prefcience which
could forelee an event which held of no certain canfe, did wich as
much truth and cercainey forefee chat fearfull defolation a pproach-
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Chap.3. Of Prodigies Preternatural.

ing, whereof it wasappointed a figne and fymbol. So chat this place
of Scripture appears to lend as little ftrength and {upport to that
weak and falling caufe, which fecks for confidence and afliftance from
it, asthe foregoing. :

From what hath been hitherto fpoken concerning Prodigies Natu-
ral , it may appear that ( howfoever they may poflibly ferveas a
pretey ground for the fancy of a Poeror Oratour, which are toapply
themfelves to that pare of che foul, which doth parsmn fapere) they are
too fandy and finking a foundation to build any religious conclufions
ppon : we muft not introduce feenam in vitam, nec fabulas in frdem,
Pious frauds are a kinde of feet of clay, which willatlaft deceiveand
fivk under that weighty body of religion, which ever relies upos
them for fupport.

s o e —

CHAP, 11
Concerning Prodigies Preternatural,

Prodigics Preternatural, what, The obfervation of thent , proved & burtfull
wanity : The profane opinion the Heathen had of God, uponthe prefence
of any of them , noted from their writings. The evil influence they bave
upon the minds of men now : A double account given of the prevalence of
this per(wafion.The conceit of Gods giving forth E?mafﬁ.iiﬁn’l' and pictures
of bis great works before be [ct about them | toucht upon. The Authours
judgement of Apparisions delivered in five Conclufions, An enguiry in-
to cke truth of the Prodigics mentioned in Jofephus. The wonderfull
Prodigies mentioned in Ovid and the Sibylline Oracles , whence taken.

Al_l the Extraordinariesin the world which fall out by no fteady
and certain rules and caufes ( Such as are the approach of 2
firange and unknown kinde o filbtothe fhore,the firing of houfes by light-
ning, diforderly ebbs and flows of the (ea, fome fpors a1 it were of blond
appearing in ffoncs or flatucs, and ahundred fuch like ) tolerveasT
can the diftinétnefs of the Dilcourfe 1ityle Prodigies Preternarural.
All which as foon as fafinirlg vpon my hand, I fhall (hake off (as the
Apftle did the venemous beaft) and deliver the obfervation of them
tothat fmoke and darknels, whence it did at firft proceed , that my
Reader nor my felf derive no infection from fo hurtfull and headlefs
4 Vaniry.

1. 1{tylethe obfervation of fuch things a very burtfull wvanity. The
regarding of thefe and thelike occurrences as prei‘ages of evil, ferved
heretofore , but to cherith in men, thisdeformed thought of God,
chat (all things being fubjett to thelaw of an infuperable Fate and 3
blinde neceflity ) allhe could do, was onely to forefee an evil, and
{o, to piece out i:xis power with hiscourtefie , by thefeand the likeac-

cidents, toawaken men to fhift for themfelves, and asthey could, to

getout of the way , or to ftrengthen thtri’lft'lw:s by refolution whe ;l:
an
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any blinde and fatal caules were ready to ruth furioufly upon them. A
matter Which m? appear fromthe Words of Ovid, where (Ipeaking
e

of Penus ) he thus delivers himfelf,
Ferba jacit, Superdsque movet, gui rumpere quanquam
Ferrea nonpoffunt veternm decreta Sororun,
Signa ramen lufliis dans haud incerea futuri.,
Arma ferunt inter, 8c.

And to a like purpofe Silius Iralicus, inthofe words,
Hewvang monitus, {ruftragquc morantia Farcas

. Prodigia! ken Superi farss cerviffe minores !
Now Poets, (thoughinamatter of Hiftory they ufually follow ingeni-

#®um propriwn, and ftrerch out by the force of imaginarion a matter which

Invifte leges
acceffiratis,
peitus alioqui
&b amentig
remotum.FPro-
digia ifta ju-
fia ®ftinati-
one perpendere
F_‘_.!_,IT.E non
funt,

thrinks of it felf to a fhort and fimple narration, yet) in a mateer of
opinion commonly follow ingenimwm temperwm , and take liberty to
exprefs freely the common thoughts of the times Wherein they live..
That this was one of thofe grofs phantafms which abufed the minds
of men, in the darknels of Gentilifm , may appear more fully from
the words of a more {evere and ferious Writer, Falerius Maximus,
who having told us of the feveral ftrange Prodigies, as the finger of
God held up to warn Pompey (before hisencounter with L‘Tr) or to

eclare his fall; He infers from thems that che Deity evidenced [Se
Pompeii crrovem inhibere volniffe] ‘a great willingne{s to have pre-
ventedthe errour and rathnefs of Pompey, but onely the infuperable
laws of Fare would not permichim (though otherwife a perfon fo-
ber and advifed enough ) to weigh all thofe forewarnings in the
balances of counfel and confideracion,

And if the Opinion concerning prefages by fuch orthe like oc-
currences, do not nowcomfortand abet ;mfr fuch bafe perfwafions
concerning God, infome minds, it iswell: furel am, if they do
notgive men to think that God is under the power of Fate, yet they
lirtle lefs then affure that Eventsare : For either the intimations by
fuch kinde of figns are (as the fhadows ofthe mountains) ineffectu-
al, moveable, and vainyand then , why do menat allregard them?
or they are certain and undoubred 3 and if o, they place the Event
beyond the redrefs of counfel and endeavour, and they callupon
men onely fortiter ferre , torideout the tempeft approaching wirh
asmuch courage and refolutionas they can. ( the evils, bothto the
ftate and religion , in the womb of which opinion, fwell fo vifibly
out, that it is needlefs, by any furcher argument, to ripitupand
12y them forth to common view and notice. )

Befides , the Opinion greatly tends to leflen and degrade the Ma-
sefty of ' Heaven in our thoughts, ‘while it prefers any fuch weakand
pitsfull occafionsto the repure of Gods trumpets to give noticethat
he is now going forth to fomegreat aét of juftice upon the world :
it aims alfo directly to a lellening of our faith of the Divine Goodnels
and Kindnefs, while it tﬂﬂchct]g'l us to imagine We difcovera Fury in
every {trange iffuc of Providence: and to conclude it ismercy ra-
ther Which is Gods ftrange work ( the black enfigns of wrath and

vengeance being continually hung out in on¢ unufual accidet:;:: ci-
other
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~ other ) Ittendsalfotoleaven the minds of men with fowre thoughtg
of Providence, asif defigned to bereave men, not onely of happi-
nefs but the hopes and thadows thereof | and ( as Benjamindid hus
mother) firft to painand torture them by mighty fears, andthen to
kill them by fome great evil;

~=-- §i¢ ceca futuri
Mens hominum favi, liceat [perarc timenti.
Finally, the Opinion doth make even good men too much to concern
themfelves in che affairs, and iffues of thingsin chis worthlefs and
giddy world;to ftretch themfelves into Godsline, by inquiries after
things wrape up in futurity 5 and fills them coo full of vain hopesor
fears , to take up with compoled and thankfull mindsin that pre-
{fent portion which the hand of Providence deals out to them

2. The oblervation of any {uch objelts of common wonder, as
prefages, isalfoa groundlefs, headlefsvanity, The perfon that enter-
tains his thoughrs and ftudies much with them, gives (like thofein
thar famine, 2 Kings 6.) a great price for an affesbead. The Opinion
( like the image of Ncbuchadnezgar ) while it pretends to a head
of goid, ro promife Oracles and the knowledge of futurities, it
ﬂlznds tor oughe I can difcover ; but upon thefe two weak feec of
Cla rJ

1}+ Narrow and {canty obfervation; Men (it may be ) have here-
tofore oblerved fome few evils to tread clofe upon the heels of thefe
or the like Prodigies , and therefore are eafily perfwaded thac chey
wereufhered by chem; and they can never after fhew themfelves,
buc itis prefumed they come forth todeliver fome fad and ungrate-
full meflage. Itisthisal{o hath given credit to the obfervationof
fome, as aufpicions, others as inaufpicions daysin the life of fome great
Perfons, eipecially, viz. the oblervation of fome happy or unhappy
Events which the womb of fucha morning hath perhaps twice or
zhrice brought forthuntomen. Asthere are fufus Nature , of which
before; fo ( be it {poken with reverence ) there are lufus Providen-
1i2; God is pleafed to difplay his mulcifarious Wifdom in the many
pretty varieties in Nature ; and feems delighted wich fome pleafant
conftancies and uniformities in the works of Providence; whereof
the {ending of many great bleffings or aflitions upon a perfon , jul
onfucha day ofthe week, orreturning year, is an efpecial inftance;
and chis perhaps towy whether we be fuch men in underftanding. as
not to [utfer any diftruit of his providence to break inupon us upon
fuch a day, or after fuch accidents, becaufe of fome ljcele difafters
formerly befalling us then, more then at another time,

2. Weak and childifh diflike of things, Objeéts and Perfons we
conceivea kinde and courteous Opinion of, we can eafily perfivade
«our felves come forth with good tidings 3 we can readily look for
an emblem of peace from the lovely dove. But where matters un-
gracefull fall before us, we ulually ferve ourlictle hacreds, by deri-
ving upon them the Opinion ogbcing ill abodements, and we

' quickly conceir, that they come aboutus (like the hated birds of
night ) againit a cime of mourning. For we may obferve that the
1z oCcur-
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occurrencesto which imagination hath affixed the Opinion of their
being ill Omens , are generally fuch as we fhrink from , and follow
with diflike , a5 the firing of I:ﬂuﬁ:: by lightning, manﬁrom and deformed
births, dreadfull eclipfes, apparitions in the air, ftrange voices bear inthe
night , earthquakes ; bloudy waters, &c. We hate thele chings, and
therefore avenge our felves of them, aswe can, by a vain concei,
that they prophefic onely evil things concerning ws, This Opinion then
having no becter fupport to trult unto, it wWereto over-value it, to
put forth any great {trength of reafon, tothrow it down,

Onely perhaps fome contemplative Perlons may perfwade them-
felves , that the foundation of this Opinion is not laid fo muchupon
the {urface, as I would make my Reader to believe ; foras there
was a pretty conceit among fome of the Ancient and more my-
fical fort of Philofophers, that all things in the upper and intelii-
gible world | were limned forth in fome parallel {inftances and fi-
milar figures here below , and that 7 vewre , matters intelligible
were - ' aow wanpdudla , bur the true fillings up of things
fenfible, which carry but fome general and rude lines an imagesof
themythus fome perf{ons feem ilrnnﬁl perfwaded.that allthe greater
works of God are pourtrayed , and thadowed out firft in fome liee
pittures and images of them,and that therefore many flrange acci-
dents are but oxre 7 wearivrwr, and to be received asa kinde of fha-
dows of things to come, & as a fort of @] el velagyy dsrivme exemplars
and types of fome greatand unufual workto Fulljaw after. Thus the
finking of the Lambeth Ferry-boat withthe Arck-Bifhops coach-horfes,
and coach-men, to the bottom of the Thames, Sept. 19.1633. the ver

the Breviarof firft day he removed from Fulbam to Lambeth,was (faich one) 1o doubt

the life of
Arch-Bith,
L.lud,_?-gft

Propof, 1.

aprefage of bis own and the Arch-Bifbopricks finking through bis pride and
wialence : (withas good reafon may I add, that their fwimming again
at laft, wasaﬁ]gnttmt the funétion fhould atlaft appear above wa-
ter.) But I believe it will appearto the moft altogether unneceffary
to beftow much breath to break this pretey bubble , which hath no-
thing but wind therein, and will break and refute it felf, by itsown
aiery, unftable and tranfparent principles: though perhaps with fome
¢ that know not to diftinguifh between an argument and a fimilitude )
rhe conceit may appear of more value and moment.

Apparitions whether (in theair) of Armies of cities, or by any
particular application of Angels good or bad in 2 way of counfel
and conference (reckoned among Prodigies Preternatural, no powWer
eranfcendent to created being exertedin them) may perhaps appear
in this place, argument big enough to deferve a more ferious and
particular eximination. In which undertaking, T may hope for par-
don, if ( ftanding in no betterlight ) I hitthe butt though not the
white, and deliver what may feem moft confiftent with {obriety
and approach ne:reft to the truch, :

All'that T think fitto offer in this Argument, fhall be difpofed un<
der thefe five Propofitions;

Firlt | There bave been fome [uch apparitions as thefe mentioned, 1rea-

dily grant that this Argument (like an enchanted houfe ) is fulé
0
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of Phantafms, and delufive images; and that many ftories of this
Nature there are Which like Speétres are filled out in {hew with body
and fubftance, which when we come to handle and examine by
making fearch into their grounds and evidence, we {hall find them
vanifhing into the ayr of common repeort, orthe fingle teltimony of
fome fuperftitious or melancholy imaginant. And therefore (I
know) manf menare notat all impreflive to any fuch relations, bue
look upon them allbur as (apparitions indeed) things which never
advanc’d nearer to realities, then the imagesof a dream.

Look as in Religion, fome men (to prefent God but with a flat-
tering faith) take great pleafure to invent new myfteries therein, to
fancy a £43Gr, fomewhat inexplicable in every article thereof, ill
they have made it a contradition to the moft natural maximesand
ealy fenfe of our minds, and a fcandal to men that can difcourfe s
fo others are very buly in filling up every depth, and removing
every real myftery therein, till they have left noimage or footftep
of its um'r:archhlt Authour, thereupon thus it comes to pafsinche
matters of providence, fome menare hugely taken with myflerics
therein, delighted to hear and relate o xasé73e0or fomewhat new and
ftrange., their pia Mater is alway big With fome religious Legend, or
prophecy | to obtrude upon the ealy world asa divine difcovery,
Others again would remove all prodigies,apparitions,and whatever
goes off from the figures and meafures of common and ordinary, and
know notto admita perfwafion of any thing, of whofe caufes, ends
or examples, they are not aware.

Lucian commends this temper in Epicuras, Democritus, Metrodorns,
that if any thing rare and wonderfull, fell before their confidera-
tion, they had pur on ddupar]ivny grduey, a refolution as inflexible
25 adamant o endeavour a folution thereot, and its rednétion toche
proper ends and caufes : which if they were able todoe, well and
gaod ; but if not, toarreft all further fearch and wonder withthis
fentence, leods; 821 i ey advrdmy, it is alie, and impoflible to
be at all. (An eafyart to maintain the repute of underfianding
men!) And we fhall not feldom find men (efpecially fuch asare
arrived at no great experience of themfelves or things) advancing
the length of theirown underftanding and experience (like asour
Einglith King did hisarme) the common flandard and meafire of
the truth or falthood of things ; an inftance of which temperappears
in their flow and heavy motion toa faith of fuch things (appan-
tions among the reft) whofe natures, caufes, ends or patterns fall
not within their compafs. But certainly as to be of 2 waxen faith,
impreffive to any narrations of this nature, isan inftance of foftnefs
and fuperflition, fo an obftinate and pertinacious incredulity, re-
tains a lictle to Atheifm, becaufe removing one of the greateft and
moft pregnant arguments of a Deity, and gives caufe of fufpicion
that the Perfon hath ingenium difficuleer fanabile in Religion, which
(as we may oblerve) is fomanaged, asto fuppofe men candid and
ingenuous, fuch as will fit down with high probabilities, where the
coudition of the things to be believed, admits not evidence and de-

I3 monftra-
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3 of Prodigics Presernatural, Chap.3.

monftration. The ftories of all times are full of relicions of fuch

;iIJ'JDj things as thefe, and therefore unbelief in this partjcular, is guiley
I s . cqo Of the rudenefs of giving'the lie to the world. They which have
o [*'Tfi' ;9_‘8 itching ears for fuch {tories may have them fufficiently fcraccht by
i & 2 =

© Catrdanus, Grofins, and other writers in this curious argument.

»  Secondly, It feems probable that fome Apparitions in the ayr bave
been intended the Monitors of fome judgement approaching, 1thall inftance
but intwo examples; One mentioned by Fofephus, who tellsus chae

(_a rof. *\-if.s‘{;r
i ill::._-.-:I g 1

Propof. 1.

Folenh. de . i ¢ kil o

lﬁc"fp,_',:,:; a little before the deftruftion of Héersfalem by the Romane army
ke i Leud]e 2y odrayyee ¥vomaor didrieor 7% vepiv ] there appeared a-
R ™ i -1 u

mong(t other prodigies chariors and armed companies of horfmen
ifluing ouc of the clouds, and intercepting the heavens with the mul-
titude of their troops, which was received by him and others (not
lo drunk wich pride and opinjon as the reft) a reprefentation («s
su7e ) of the marching forch of the great Lord of bofts withall warlike
appoyntments to take vengzance ﬂ%thjt rebellious city and nation,
Our other example (hall be taken from an Auchour credited by
Hebr, 11.  Apoftolical citation, the writer of the bosk of Maccabees, Who fpeak-
355 36. ing of Hicrufulem, thus delivers himfelf,
. 2 {t happencd that through all the city, for the [pace of almoft 40. days,
‘_!;“05‘- C5e there were (cen horfmen running inthe ayr, incloth of gold, and armed with
VEL, 2. lances like a band of Soldicrs,
And troops of bor(men in array, encountring one againft another, with
Jhakeing of fhiclds, and mulritnde af pikes and drawing of (words, and caft-
ing of darts, and glitrering of goldenornaments, and barnefs of all fores.
After the mention of which apparition, we may read there whata
fcene of Woes and tragedies the City was made by the Armiesof
Antiochws,
Now I think we may difcover fome probable and darker cha-
méﬁcrs ofdivine fignsupon thefe examples, but efpecially the firft;
And chat,
Romphea [cil. 1, Becas {'e our Savionr prophefied that the defolation of that people. fhould
de ceelo Urbi  be prefae’d by fearfull fights, and great figns from beaven, Luk, 21. 11. 2
zmminens,  place which our expofitours generally conceive fulfilled in thatand
flamma in  other prodigious accidentsrelated by Fo/¥pkas, (and fubfcrib’d unto
Templo vifas by Eufebins) as the atrati & deformes nuncii of fo fearfull a deftru-

~ fores Templi  fyuéion as enfued,

fponté aperta, o Becanfe the deftruéiion of Hierufalem was a kinde of vifible propheey,
curris @ ar- and rype of rhe final defbruion of the world : now chat the fign and thing
mata pualan- fionified might the more exaétly touch; asat the laft day,the heavens
gt‘d‘tﬁrfi_,l',ﬂt‘f?fﬂ Jhall be on five, and the earsh With allits works be bufnr up, and the
annubibus,  whole Creation feel its final and molt dreadfull pangs and throws;
& fothe deftrultion of Hiernfalemn was ufher’d by its ¢ofwred, fearfull
Grot. inloc. fights mighty Earthquakes, a fiery fivord, a flame in the Temple:
And asacthelaft day, the Angelsfhall bethe Minifters of his jultice

and increale the terrours of his coming, by attending the Judge of

quickand dead, (Mat. 25, 31.) fo this judgement upon Hierufalem

came With obfervation, and the folemnity of Angelical apparitions
(reprefented by chariots, and armed- companies, fuitably to H:j::

words




Chap,3. Of Prodigies Preternatural, §or

words of the Plalmift concerning them, The Chariots of God are Pf. 8,17,
twenty thonfand, eventhoufandrof Angels ) In fhort, fome of the Prodi- 2 X, ¢.17.
g_i;:s’preceding the fates of Hicrufslem, {eem fuch equal and propor-
tion’d reprefentatives, of thole more terrible dilguizes which the
face of nature muft put on, ar thar laftand grear Day, thar thefo
call’d sibylline Oracles, make choice of many of them to defcribe the
horrours of 1t by,
Cum vifs fuerint ceeli {tellantis in Oris
Noédurni gladii cafus ad folis ¢ ortus,
FPulvis ¢7° é ceelo terram defcender in OHINEN,
Protinws ¢ medio curfu, lax aurca [olem
Deferet, ¢5 1erram fulgenti lumine luna
Sanguincis gurtis ffellantibus irradiabic,
Signaque (axa dabune ¢ in alta pralia nnbe
Cernecis peditnmgue equitwmgue [onansibus ayri.
And lib. 4.
Enjfes atguetube fimul &5 [ole Exoricnte
Terribilem (onitum, mugituingue audict omnis
Mundus e
Of whichand thelike paflagestherein occurring, fome (prefuming
upon the pretended antiquity of thofe Oracles) conceivethe firange pooip oo
Prodigiesrelated by Ovid (not asan Hiftorian but a Poet) lib. 15, wLit:i{ PR
Meramor, to be but an imitation 3 {fo great the agreement between ferunt SNidE
ghem both in words and matter. -
Thirdly, #¢ fballebferve that Gods works of amore catholick concern,
bave been ufbered with fome lighter effays to, and reprefentations of them :
thusthe feveral appearances of God in the fhape and figures ofa
Man,are commonlyreceiv’d as the prafudia, (a Kind of pneai 7:28lei )
to thae great miftery of the incarnagon. The general converfion of
the Genriles was asit were effay’d in the particular converfions nows
of a perfon and thenof afamly to the Jewith Church. The univer-
{a] conflagration of the world feemshimn’d forch in the fiery deftru-
¢tion of Sedem and Gemorrah 5 That mighty ftorm of vengeance
which fell upon Hierufalem and the Jewilh Politie, Was prefac’d
(by fome lefier drops ) the many miferies, which our Saviour ftiles
cpyh adivay, the beginning of forrows : and thofe judgements of an Mat. 24. 8
wnufual make and charaéter, which fometimes overtake more =~ 7
publick and. notorious criminals, feem a kinde of prajudicia judicii,
and aflurances that God bath appointed one grear Day wherein he will | ks
judge the world in vighteoufnefs, Thusthe relation of his going forth ©** LFs3 2y
to his ﬁ‘mngr work indeed, upon HI'-:rHF.i!cmj attended withthe vifible
apparitionsof Angels in armed troopsin theayr may be concluded
probable s that fo there may be fome flender draughe of the folem-
nity of thac day, when the thrones of Fudgement fhall be (et > and the Dar
SFudge (artended withsen thonfand times ten thou(and minifiring unto bjim ) =%
proceed o his laft Actof jultice upon the unrigheeous world.
Thefe confiderations incline me to receive this narration and
the fignificancythereof (efpecially becaule not knowing whereto
fix the accomplifhment of our Saviours prediétion, Luk, 21. 11, but
in
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of Prodigies Preternatural, Chap.3.

in thisand fome other prodigies related by Fofephus) with the favonr
of a great probability, but not asan undoubeed rruth.

1. Becaufe the fingle credit of Fofephus ( Eufebius but relating the
{fime thingsin his words) [eems [carie [ufficient to venture the faithof
fuch a ftory upon, both becaufe having much converit among the Gen-
tiles, he teems to fmella little of the Gentile fuperftition, When he
adds, immediately after this relation, Ir would [eem a matter fearce
credible, but that there follow’d evils grear enough for the folemnity of pre-
(1ges 5 as alfo becaule it will appear upon a compare of the fame
Srories related in Scripture and Fofephus, that he uiually tunes hisre-
lations to the common humour both of Greek and Latine Hiftorians,
making them to found as much as much as might betothe glory and
honour of his own Nation, _

2, Becanfe he hath pus in one fiy (the ftory of a Heifer, which come-
irg tothe Altar brought fortha Lamb) which makes the whole relation
of kis other prodigics, |mell Jtromgly of an impofture. Tis {ufhciently
known how much this refembles many other legends relaced in the

Romane ftories, where the mention of prodigies occurrs. Can any

man think God would ever work fo ludicrous, fo cheap, fo in fignifi-
cant a miracle?

1. Becaufe, whercas he there alfo relates the ftory of the Priefts their
going into the Temple about Peniecoff to artend the Sacra Vefperting, and
hearing that voyce therein udeBaivausy rleidey, letus goe hemee; fe-
mndcﬁ with the rufhing asof perfons going out, the whole matter
{eems but a fable originally invented by fome fuperftitious heathen
(and 2 lictle difguis’d ) whofe ufual doétrine was that the Gods when
their Temples and Altarswere defil'd, ortaken, us'd to take pett, and
Cadytis arifque relidtis ) to betake themfelves to fome more hallow’d
and mignificent fhrines. Sure I am, Tucitus appears to underftand
this relation to fome fuch fenfe as this. But I think I need not much
concern my felf to throw outa relation, whichhath had peaceable
pofleflion ofthe common faith for fo many ages; for ( to{ay no more)
"tis in many regards, an example extraordinary , and “tis a good
maxime,cxamples extraordinary neither break a rule, nor make one,

upon Which accountalone, 1have no great fear thac the other in-
ftance wil much prejudice our caufe though I allow botha truth and
a fignificancy to that apparition : thoughperhapsI fhould not have
judg’d fo much in favour thereof had I not be¢n brib’d by the au-
thority which the fuffrages of fo many wife men, and the antiquity
of the Authoir {eem to drive upon that Apocryphal wWriting Wherein
it is found.

Thirdly, There zppearsno now any ground at all toreceive any fuch ap=
paritions n the ayr a5 the cersain figns and monitours of any calamities to
enfue upon ¢ Nation, and that,

Firlt, Becaufc we have no warrant from the Book of God, fo to regard
them, having no preccpt at all 1o oblige ws, nor yet any example theren to
encourage ws. The figns of future events whichwe {ometimes find God
makingufe of, were fuch as (out of their inftitution) were no way
aptto forefhew any any fuchevent ; cthey were moft commonly ﬁgnj

a




Chap, 3 of Prodi gies Preteynatural,

ad placitum, fuch ascarried no fimilitudes of che things whereof they
were figns (as the apparitions of armies inthe air feem to do of fome
fucceeding battel ) that fo none might be encouraged afterward to
regard chem as Omens 5 when again occurring 3 ‘and fancy that they
muuftred atall to the vanity of any {uch oblervations. Now a ne-
gative argument from Scripture, feems conclufive enough, ina mat-
ter Wherein the faith of a Divine prefcience and providence, and
mansdutifull oblervance of God in the way of his judgements, ap-
pear fo much concerned and affifted, as weare told they are inthe
religious obfervation of fuch chingsas thefe,

Secondly, Such kinde of fizns would lay men naked and expofed to per-
petual delufions and impoffures : for how oftendothe antick thapesof
the elouds, ferve the imaginations of dragons, and armies in the
air? That word D*P’IT Zech, 10.1. which we render clouds, the
LXX ( byaverbal miftake oftheradix ) cranflate gapruaiag, appa-
retiones : and a melancholy fancy is as fubject ( tochis real miftake
the tranflating of clouds into apparitions of Churches or caftles, or
armies. Can any {erious Perfon then believe that God would have
us apply our felves tofuch a Proteusas a cloud is, fora folution of any
doubt de futuro, which can fhift into aoy fhapes and forms of
things ? Hach he not allalong appear’d to value our underftandings
at a higher rate, thenrorequire them to a regard of things fo expo-
fed to fufpicion and the conceit of fome impofture ? _

TRirdly, Such kinde of apparitions in the air, have been known not [uc-
cceded by any black and tragical Event. ‘The eruth is, Wifdom ( which
ufeth to draw her lines by the fteady and even rule of fome well af-
fumed principles ) hath notappear’d {o critical an obferver offuch
accidents and their Events, asfolly hath been; and therefore we
are not {o well provided of examples to reprehend this vanity , as
otherwife we might . be. I muft therefore fatisfie my felf with a
fingle inftance which occurrs in a learned and fober Writer, who
delivers it as a2 matter reported to him by Perfons of good credit,
how that in the year beforg he recorded that relation .- there were
feen two oppofite Battalions in the air, lancing out their [pears, and dif~
charging (as it were ) their mushers, viftory now recling and in the end
one fide giving chafe to the other. Whereas all thefe chings proved buc
evitro fulgure being followed onely with jubilees and the voice of joy
and peace in our dwellings for many years. Nor canthey be ( wich
any colour of reafon ) prefumed to forethew our fucceeding civil
Wwars, being removed by the diftance of fo many years. Now, one
negative inftance in fuch cafes, is of more force to unfix and difcre-
dit a pretending rule, then two affirmatives to eftablifh ic; becaufe
the latter (‘the world being {o full of evils ) may fall our by a kinde
of chance, or theagency of feducing Spirits, whereas the former
feem to proclaim fome neceffity of the Eventin nature, and the no
purpofe at all of God to give notice of any of Ms counfels by any
{fuch emergenciesas thefe,

Fourthly, I deoubt not but many of thefe acry apparivionsmight be folved
by @ masural sanfe. To let palsthe conceit of real armics ﬁnn:'ai.l':hclrc
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Of Prodigies Preternatural. Chap 3.

fighting on earth , refletted in the cloudsas 1n a glafs, (asatbeft,
but an ingenuous vanity ) the fuppofed firing of Ordinance and
muskers, is1 believe generally nothing but the corufcation of fome
incenfed exhalations breaking forth by paufes and intervals from
the clouds, and ( asthunder doth ) with the noifes and terroursof
thofe military engines: The running to and fro of horf-men and
companies may be repreflented to anacttive fancy, by the cloudscar-
ried by the unconftant force of the windsto very giddy and unequal
figures and motions, The ftands of pikes and fpears may be buct the
ragged and deformed protuberances of the difturbed clouds. Onely
I amapt to believe that Nature draws the images of thele things in
fuch rude and imperfeét figures, that men are forced much to aflift
and quicken the dulnefs and defetivene(s of the type by thefiti-
ons of imagination, 4 i

Fifthly , Some of thefe acry apparivions and noifes are managed with
that merkod and artifice, come forth in [uch chofen feafons (if we credit
relations ) that I doubt not to intitle them to the power and operation of
the Aery Principality. Impure Spirits (like juglers) may oftdo ftrange
tricks, to callupon themfelves the regards of the world, and when
they fee caufes big with theireffefts , may by fuch figns forefhew
them , to derive upon themfelves, either the Opinion of prefci-
ence, or of fome great affetion to men, whom they awaken, though
indeed it be, but as Delilah did Sanifon, when ( the Philiftines) fome
ereat evilsare jult uponthem: orelfe (as S, Aufiin fpeaks ) noxie
curiofitatis retibus implicare, to fly-blow the minds of men with curi-
ous and impertinent enquiries INLO tiMes to COme. _

Sure 1am, We finde the Appearances of armies and the noife of
arms and trumpets in the air, found among {uch bad company ( fo
many hatefull Omens and Prodigies obferved by the Heathen) asis
fufficient to blemifhthem, andto give {ufpicion that the obferva-
tion and produétion of both, wasowing to the fame Father of lies,
Ovid having mentioned the noife of armies and trumpets heard in
the clouds, relates (as prelages of equal place and repute) the weep-
ing of Statues: the wandring of Ghofts, the odd figures and co-
lour of the Sacrifice, and the like doth Virgil in thar place fo of-
ten cited,

The Devil well kneW thar without the maintaining of fome O-
pinion of his forefight in the minds of men, the fires on his altars
would quickly go out, and therefore he appointed all the changes
in the Exta, inthe face of heaven, inthe birchs of creatures, inthe
flying of birds, &c, as a kinde of figns from the Gods of fome great
and ftrange effeCts; which when he faw cheir caufes to fwell out
withall, and juft ready to be delivered of them. he could eafily bring
about, ("all thefe lictle changes, f;zllil‘.ﬁ within the compafs of his
power ) that on which fide {oeverthe die of affairs fell, were the

fuccefs of an und@rraking on this fide orthar , he mighe ftill fecure
the repute of his prefcience, by holding his eafie Votaries in hand,
that the precediog Prodigies Were a warning of the things which
fellout: and therefore he ferved the ends of impofture much bet-

ter
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ter upon thefe dumb and doubtfull, then his fpeaking Oracles;

wherein he hazarded his credit greatly by recurning doubtfull or -

falfe folutions to the queftions propofed to him de futuro : well there-
fore may the Devil be prefumed ( upon an eafie forefighe of {ome
great difafter) rocaule the entrails of the Sacrifice to puton a fad
and unufual face : (andtherefore the Poet upon fuch an accident,
fpake more truth then he was aware,
---- casigue invifcera Tauri

Inferni verére Dei, ---- ) So alfo upon his fight of an ap-
proaching batcel , hes may eafily give forth a prophetick emblem
thereof, in fome fuch martial images and imprefliions upon the aery
Region, his proper province.

If all this fatisfie not , 1 {hall readily deliver the Reader tothe
freedom of his ownjudgement in reference toduch things. For my
{elf, when I finde in the Book of God, that holy and heavenly Hoff,
not called forth butto waitupon fome greatand important Services
( the proteftionof a Patriarch, ora grear Prophet, the declaration
of the Birth of the Son of God, or perhaps to attend Godsgrearadt
of juftice upon Ferufalem ) 1 know notto entertain any fuch cheap
and little thoughts of themas once to imagine that the Angels are
ever fent forth to run a tile in the aireo finde the vain world ralk, and
to tell it news, or that God would ever confer the honour of {ofo-
lemn and greata prefage upona paulerey bactel at feaor land, which
is generally intended but to ferve the lufts and paffions of men
which have broken all thofe cords of love , precepts of charity,
whereby they were bound one unto another. .

Fourthly, The Apparitions of evil Angels, inwhat places, forms, com-
panies, and their premonitions by what voices, and figns (oever | ought not
to be artended unto as the prognofticks of any Events whatfecver. Many
relations there are current in writers and common conyetfe of fuch

Propof. 4.

apparitions in very terrible forms, and that before fome great plagues V. D*. Fack-
wand wars: and I fhall not once attempe to build my caufe upon the [on. Serm.,
rnines of the credic of them all, ( wefinde in Scripture, the fall of Luk. 13.5,
saul and Fonathan forerold by the apparition of an evil Angel ) pag 18,
Such apparitions have happened (‘though generally in times and D*, H, More
places of greateftignorance and fuperftition) andthar perhaps (as Myit. Godl
was faid ) that thele lying Spirits may maintain an Opinion of their 11, 2, ¢, 2,

forefizht of things (though the matters fignified by them be fuch as
may eafily be difcovered in their natural or moral caufes Jor to derive
a fulpicion upon the ftories of Angelical apparitions in facred Writ,
or to getfuch a ftock of credit, whereby they may fer up cheaters
with thelefsfufpicion for the future : or perhapsin a kinde of pety
criumph over thofe men whofe fins rogether wich their temptations,
have betrayed them to fuch fearfull judgements; or perhaps ( evil
Angels being often the Executioners of his judgements ) God will
have thefe Apollyons {feen (as it were) upon the [tage before execu-
tion, that men may know and confider into whofe hands, in all like-
lihood, their iniquities have betrayed them,
But admic the depthsof God or the Devil in fuch apparitions paft
K 2 our
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Of Prodigies Preternatural, Chap.

our fathoming; fure Iam we have no warrantac alltogive any evil
Spirit the honour of the leaft truft and regard , by an obfervance of
any word, ation or figne of his, God would difown one of his Royal
titles, when once black’d and profaned by the Devils ufurpation,
Hof 2. 16, 17. our Saviour refufed a jult and true teftimony to his
Divinity, When given in by the Father of lies, Mark 1.24.Gods fer-
vants refufe his good creatures when once fet upon the Devils table,
1 Cor, 10,21, We are allowed no fellow[hip with devils, by whom
truth isnever told but to ferve fome delufion and impofture, And
therefore though we read, Pfal. 78.49. that God fometimes made
ufe of evil Angelsas the Execurioners of his judgements, yet ne-
ver that he commiffionated any of them to be the Demouncers of
them, ; !

To receive therefore the apparitions, voices, drummings, or an-
tick noifes of Spiritsin any plp:ll:f: whatfoever, as prefages of fome
approaching evils (asif like fome ftrange creatures in the fea, they
ufed to fhew themfelves, and play in fight againt a ftorm ) is to con-
fule thame to our felves and our Religion; T'oour felves 7 becaule
rendring our {elves thereby ro the futpicion of having a great cre-
dulity and curiofity, (pregnant arguments of afoft, vain, and un-
furnithed minde ) o our Religion ] dcriwn% upon it an appgar-
ance of falfhood in thofe many aflurances it offers us of the creache-
ries and impoftures of thofe forfaken Spirits. Such apparitions re-
port nothing to us with truch and faithfulnefs, bur (what they tempt
men leaft to believe ) the Being of a God; and fo (asthe Vipers
flefh cures its own biting ) enable us to quote the Devil againft Sa-
tan, and to caft him out by himfelf. It istherefore our wiidom not
to invite the Devil fofar to be our Oracle as to vouchfafe the leaft

credit or regard to any of his prophetick (peeches, poftures, altions; .

but to refolve to take the goodnefs and providence of God asfecu-
rity fufficient for the peace and compofure of our minds , and notto
put our felves out of his keeping (and {o make way for the accoms=
plifhment of any of them ) by any diftruftfull fears, arifing from
any figns whatloever given forth by fo {worn an enemy to God,
eruth, and the peace of man, )

Fifthly, The appearancesof good Augels are now rarely given hardly
difcoveréd | mever 10 be expeftedy 1{ay, Rarely given] 1do notfay,
never, left T fpeak without book. To omit fome very probable rela-
tions of this nature, that Apparition is ufually thought a Herauld
from heaven which advifed Fames the fourch of Scorland ( 1n whofe
counfels ar that time the concerns of a2 Nation were Wrapt up ) to
forbear fome vicious praftices, bue efpecially the fighting of his
intended battel with the Englith; in thofe words, Kex, Egoad te
smiffus [um  urre admoneam | n@ qud inflitnifts progrediargs 3 quam admo~
pitioRen ﬁ ,l";._'é,'":'f;fl‘::j_. nom erit @ ve tud, Nec €OTHM qUI TE comitabuntir.

(S

W hich countel he negleéting, himfelf, moit of his Nobles, and ar-
my fell in that fatal-bateel. Hardly difovered’] For how eafily may
the Devil impofe upon our fimplicity in the livery of an Angel of
light » Though I thiok this negative figne of fuch an appanition
' faichfull

L
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faithfull enough, viz. That thele Sonsof God never debafe them-
felves to fuch antick thapes, ludicrous poftures and aétions, monftrous
torms, weak rites which evil{pirits ( defigning to get to themfelves
thehomage of a great fear from fome men ; or to abufe theirima-
ginations, or to difhonour the image and figure of man (whom they
fo much hate ) or toappear rather ridiculous then abominable) uf-
ally doe. Newver to be expeifed] becaufe never promifed : befides con-
verfe with Angels isa bleffing which our ftate of infirmity could not
bear, and our follies cannot well admir,

_And thisI fuppofe may fuffice to tender concerning thefe fecond
kind of Prodigies fignal 5 Stil’d fo (ex communi fide) becaufe vulgar
faich hath prefer’d them to the repute of divine figns and intima-
tions; whichI thoughe fic again to intimate, to excufe the indecorun
of my applying of the term Withour the reafon thereof, fofrequently
unto them,

-
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CHAP. 1V.
Concerning Prodigies (in appearance) Supernatural,

Some Prodigies inftanc’d in,which feem Supernacural.the truth inreferedce
to them deliver’d in 4 Propofitions, Lying Oracles and Miracles of
ejpecial nfe to advance the Devils kingdome. Strange events not to be
eafily judg’d mivaculows, and why. The firfi fiery eruprion of Veluvius,
probably conciuded & figne of judgement, and the rcafons of thar aflervion,
¥ bat to bethought of that fiery fword which bung over Hierufilem. No
prodigies (in appearance) Supernatural, 1o be received now ws figns;
and why ¢

Here are fome events (which the hiftory of times prefents us

with) of {fo peculiar and ftrange a make and charaéter, chat chey
ftand alone in Nature, and their caules ftand fo much in the dark,
that they {eem to enter a very fair and plaufible plea’ for: the repuce
of a miracle, Such asare the turning of Ponds and lakes (inap-
pearance,) into bloud : {words as of fire {een to hang over cities for
feveral days rogether ; the removal of mountains, or other parts
of the Earth, for feveral furlongs, from their natural places
fome ftrange alterations obferved in the motions and tempers ot
the birds and beafts, or figures and colours of any of the heavenly
bodies. With thefe I reckon fome fuddain intercfions of the
light of the fun, occafioned, not by the veil of an ecliple caft before
it but fome unaccountable paflion of the luminous body it {elf,
Such a deliguium we read of immediately fubfequent to the death of
Cafar concluded by the Ethnick Poet, a kinde of prodigious fhrink-
ing of the eyeof heaven from the view of {oblack a wickednels as
the aflaflination of {o excellent a perfon,who upon occafion thereof,
chus exprefeth himfelf
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Deut, 4. 11.

Propof. 1.

of Prodigies Supernatural, Chap.4.

Ille etiam extinifo mijcratus Czlare Romam

Cunz caput obfcura nividum ferrugine tinxit,

Impiaque aternam timucrunt (cula noctent,
An example parallel whereunto, 1s related by Levater, whoreports
that in the year 1y85. Mar, 12.fucha darknefs fuddainly cover’d the
earch, thatthe birds went to rooft at noon, and the guilty fearsof
men antedated che day of judgment, A like inftance whereunto (in
another kinde ) isthe fuddain terpor and ftanding flill of greatcur-
rents, and the parting of their waters in fo wonderfull 2 manner, that
they leem to carry {ome figures and imitations of thofe miraculous
divifions of watersrecorded in facred Wiit.

Such was that (mention’d in our Chronicles)which hapned Anno,
1399 Whenthe river of Oufe in Bedfordfbire, parted afunder near Ha-
rold 1n that County, the waters fromthe fountain {tinding fhil, and
thole towards the Sea giving way,fochatit was paflable over on foot
for 3 miles together. To which I add that unparllel eruption of
fire from the mountain Pefuvizs, firft hapning in the fecond year of
Titus; of which it may be truly faid, thac if all che chara&ters of hor-
rour, enumerated by Hiftorians, were duly weighed, ic would be
hard to finde ics pattern but in Scripture, where we read of a Moun-
tain which quaked grearly, and that burnt with fire to the midft of heaven,
with darknc(s, clonds, and thick darknefs,

Now, though I am far from giving ro all chefe effeéts the repute of
a miracle (‘as may appear by my marfhalling of fome of them under
other heads) much lefs of a figne ; yet becaufe Nature feems
not in thefe asin other Prodigies, to err by any known law, and fome
of them at leaft, are fo wonderfull, that (to {peak eruth) chey ftand
in confinio miraculi, 1 thought good to difcourfe them apart,and as
inclos’d underanothername and notion, And the rather, becaufe
if our Adverf{ariesthould chance to call a knuba horn, to ftile thefe
(or fome other of the foremention’d prodigies) {upernatural an
miraculous, they mighe f{eem (like Proteus) to avoyd all the knots
they cannotunloofe, « reafons they cannotan{wer) by fhifting forms
and that event which they cannot advance a figne of the time ﬁ:l;
nomine prodigii, they may poflibly aflay to doe, [ub [pecie miracnli.

All theretore thac! thall offer concerning Prodigies Supernatural
(whether in truth or pretence, I fhall not much enquire) fhall be
coucht in thefe few enfuing propofitions ;

Firft, It # a great example of rafbnefs, eafily tointitle any firange effed
(whofe canfeftands not ina good light) [upernatural and miraculows,
and that upon a four-fold account ;

3. Weunderfland not rI:;?rrﬁrx:mi and compafs of that [pheat of affi-
vity affigned to bare natural powers nor how far they may (in fome cir-
cumitances) exceed the lines of common and ordinary operation. How
many worksof Art arechere, {carce the wonder of our days, the per-
formance whereof, in the rudenefs of former times, would have
prefer’d a man to the repute of Simon Magus, the great power of God?
who would not (two or three hundred years agoe) have vouche the
breaking down of mjghty walls by the force and powers of EIHHIE
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Chap.4. Of “Prodigies Supernatural,

black duft, asgreat an impoffibility, as the Indians did the commu-
nicating by letters at fo great a diftance # we underftand not fully
how far our notions of poffible and impoffible (when we are a-
mong{t Agents natural) are fixt and faithtull, As for the miracles
wrought by our Saviour, leaft any fhadow of natural power might
feem to affift and {o to difparage them, he ufually exerted his Divi-
nity in rayfing of the dead, reftoring of a man born blinde tofight, in curing
the woman whom Art had given for defperate, Luk, 8. 43, in commanding
the wave and (forms into reft and filence witha word 3 and fuch like works
which evidently appear’dtolie extra vias natura, {fuch whereof no
magician ever atcempred the counterfeir ; otherwife his miracles had
left opena wide door forinfidelity to break out at.

2. Weunderftand nor fully how far the power and dominion of the Prince
of the ‘powers of the Ayr extends, and hew far be ¥ able toape 2 Miracle
by thofe wonder full impre [fions, be can make upon natural bodies. 'W e reac
of his doing great wonders, caufing fire to come down from heaven,
Rev.13.13, The two ways whereby God hath advanc’d his king-
dom, are Oracler and Miracles 3 and we fhall finde Lucifer his ambi-
tion of being Similis Altiffimo, expreft in his {thf,-ughg pojpe Hy Tigola
Jldyue, lying Oracles and miracles. For we read of the deliverers
of falfe prophecies, and the doers of falfe miracles foretold as imme-
diarely fubfequent to our B. Saviours afcenfion, Mat. 24 24. and {ome
expound thole two borans [Zussa devia] like tothe Lamb , which the
Dragon is faid to have, of thofe two powers of giving forch (though
tinfell) Prophecies and Miracles, Whereby the Devil in his emiffa-
ries did heretofore ape and refemble the Lamb and his followers.
And fo faira ftamp and appearance had he fet upon them, that the
W#orld was deceived with them, Nay Hierocles (which yet had che
touchftone of Philofophy to difcover them by) waslo far abus’d and
cheated by thofe {ring wonders wrought by that Arch MagicianApol-
lonixs, that (as appears from what Eufebizs wrote againft him) he
durft vie them with thofe mighty miracles, wroughe by our B. Sa-
viour himfelf. Toaflert therefore the forsmention’d, or thelike ex-
traordinary Works, to be tranfcendent to the powers and abilities of
the infernal kingdome, or that evil {pirits can ferve no ends of impo-
{ture in any of them. is an aflertion which feems tome to have more
of heat then lighe cherein.

3« We finde all along that God referv'd bis miracles onely to attend fome
great and excelfent ends and occafions : {o great that the perfonand fer-
vice of Fobnthe Baptifi, {feem’d notgreat enough to receive the ho-
nour of a Miracle. We read of but three Ages of Miracles, 1. When
the law Was to be given and the Jewifh Oeconomy to be fertled,
and that amongit 2 people too dull and heavy to be wroughr upon
by arguments and difcourfes ; 2, When the law Was tobe reftor’d
toirs juft revérenceand regard, amongft that Apoftate people (the
ten Tribes® who were fallen into folechargicka flecp, thatthere was
noawakening of them into a fenfe of God and duty, but by the loud
voyce of fome mighty figns and wonders; 3. When that Oeco-
nomy which was founded in fizns and wonders wWas now to expi rui
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and to give plice to the kingdom of cthe Meffiab. It would fpeak us
therefore greatly ignorant of the facrednefs of a miracle. to givethe
honour thereofto every {trange relation, of which our philofophy
can give no very {mooth and confiftent an account. The laws of
Nature proceed upon a more excellent counfel and wifdom, then
that we may prefume them refcinded upon any little or unknown
occafions,

4. God’s miracles came forth beretofore attended generally with in-
ftruition ; being wrought by thofe men of God, who were able to point
to thejr intended ends, and declare the meaning of God jn them.
Miraclesare Gods feal, and therefore {ome Writing and evidence
they muft be afixcunto, for as the writing without the feal wants
authority,{o the feal without the writing, certainty and fignificancy.
Gods miraculous works have been generally level'd to fome humane
benefit (‘either the confirmation of men in fome important truth, or
the curing of fome’ defperate difeafe, or-the fupplying of them
in fome urgent ftraic, or the affrighting of them from fome deftru-
€tive practife) never folely to the advancement of his own power
and greatnefs (fuficiently reported, asthe Apoitle tells us, by the
things which are made) amfth:_'r{:ﬂ:lfﬂ tis bucneceflary that we under-
ftand whac errand this or that {uppofed miracle comes forth upon,
and upon what account we are concern’d therein,, Where men un-
derftand notthe meaning of Gods voice , he [peaks bur into the ayr,
Now what prophet have we able to lead us ro the true meaning of
any fuch great wonder 2 if it be Gods Emballadour, ‘where is the
I'mierpreser that can expound its language 2

Upon aconfideration of the premifes, I underftand not how any
hafty conclufions now ,concerning the miraculoufnefs of any ftrange
event, can reconcile themfelves to counfel and ﬁ:-hriﬂ{.

Secondly, T'wo of the forcmention’d occurrences may probably be admit-
ted the intended figns of an approaching judgement, viz. Firft, That
dreadfull eruption of fire from moune Vefuvinsin Camparia (firft hap-
ning in the fecond year of Tisus,after the deftrution of Hierufalem by
the Romane fouldiers under hiscommand) which was attended with
fuch tragedies, that the reverend D. Fackjon doth more then incline
to believe that the foremention’d places inFec! and S. Luke, had (ar
leaft) their firft accomplithment in that prodigiousevent. A con-
jefture which will bid fair for 2 probability, if We take buca little
pains to compare Gods Text,and the Hiftorians comment both to-
gether;

Ttaverdres aifa; Viri multi &° magni omnen
goel 2. 30, naturam humanam excedentes, quales exprimuntur
1 will fhew won- Gygantes, partim inipfo monte, partim in agro cir-
dersinthe heivens, cumjacente, acin Oppidis interdin nodfuqueterram
and in the earth, ebire, ac aera permedre 'uffﬁ:bimur. Pﬁ-ﬂf"m?fﬂﬂff_
cuta eff maxima ficcitar, ac repente 1td graves ierre-

motus faéli; ¢5°c.  Dio, Hift, ), 66.
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Chap.4.

Bloud and fire

And  pillars  of
fmoke.

The Sun fhall be
turned into dark-
nefs , and the Moon
into bloud.

And there fhall be
figns in the Sun and
_ 1n the Moon , upon
earth diftres of na-
tions, Luk. 21, 25.

The f{ea ‘and the
Wwaves roaring.

. Mens heares fail-
ing them for fear,and
for looking after the
things which are co-
ming on the earth,

ﬂf Prmf{g'iﬁ Supfrﬂ::fﬂrm’ -

Audires ululates feminarym , infantim quiri-
taiws, clamores virerum, alii parentes, alii liberos,
alii conjuges requirebant, Plin, deeodem Ve-
fuv. Epift. 1, 6.ep. 20.

Nubes ex ardente Vefuvio oriebatur , cujus fi-
militudinem ¢ formam non aliz magis arbor
quam pinus expreflerat [ A tree much imitating
a pillar in its thape and figure.] Idem l. .
Ep, 16.

Fam dieg alibi illic nox omnibus noftibus nigrior
denfidrque, quam tamen faces multe varidg; L.
mina folvebant, ep,16. Mox dies verus, Sol etiam
ffiﬁﬁf buridus vamen qualis effe cim deficie , fo-
let,  Nox, non qualis tlunis ¢ nebuls , [ed qualis
in locks claufiss lumine extinilo, &c.ep. 0.

Tantws fuit cints ut indé perveneric in Africa m,
Syriam & JEgyptum , 2ntroierfrgue Romam,
efitfque acrem compleverit, & Solem obfeuraveris:
nec mediocrds etiam Roma trepidatio complures
ad dies aecidit | €. putare ceperunt omnia fur-
(um deorfum ferri, Solémgue interramcadere; ac
vervam in celum afcendere.  Dion, lib. 6.

Marc in fereforberi ¢ tremore terre, quafi re-
pelli videbatur, Plin, ep. 20,

Erant qui mctu mortis , mortent precarentir
multi ad Deos manussollere | plures nufquam Deos
ullos , aterndmque illam ¢ noviffimam noflem

-mundo interpretabantur: mec defuére qui fidtis
mentitisque terraribus vera. pericula augerent,
Idem ép. 20,

The fitting of the comment of thefe Hiftorians fo clofely and

handfomly about the Text, offers an eafy Apology, for our embra-
cing this literal fenfe thereof] at leaft, till anocher thall be tendered
with fairer probabilities, Efpecially confidering the feafon to which
our B, Saviour affixeth the fulfilling of this predittion feemsto add
fome ftrength and confidence thereunto; now that was the time
immediately fucceeding to chat wherein the black cloud of ven-
geance ( charaltered by the peculiar conditions and figns thereof,
in the verles precedent ) was to fall upon the Jewith Church and
polity 5 as may appear from thofe words of his recorded by S. Maz-
thew, Chap. 24,29, Immediately -:i{lrr she tribulation of thofe days, [hall
she (un be darkned, 8zc. i. e. thofe days ({poken of before ) whereia
God had taken away the hedge about his formerly pleafant garden,
tiﬁf Jewith Church, and delivered it to the rage 1113 malice of bru-
tthmen,

S0 thatas the many falfe Chrifts arifing | the earthquakes in di-
vers places, the general hatred of men, the fearfull figns from hea-
ven forementioned, feem given as the black tokens forefhewing fi-
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of Prodigies Suptrnatural. Chap .4,

i4 Evclefiz Fudaica, fo this dreadiull occurrent ( Mirdcalum, as Pliny
calls it) feems givenasa figne that wiste forerun fura Imperii Roa
mani ( the other deadly evemy of Chriftianicy ) Which from'thae
time began to fink under its own w.ight , and to labour urder great
and grievous cvils ; and not ro beaccounted among the figns of the
milerics appro-ching uponthe J: With Srate, - (asfowe learncd expo-
ficours concend ) nor’S;viour having broughe his dicoure concern-
juz ithat to an iffue juft before. And indeed, no figne icemed more
proper th na burni g mountain to give the Gentile world to under-
ftand that God would fhew himfelf as fevere 2 Judge upon the de-
[pilers of hus Gofpel , as he had before upon the 'defpifers of his
law , againit whom at the promuigation thereof he proclaimed the
terrours of she Lord in blackne(s and darknc(s, and sbar mounzain ywhich
burme with fire unto the midjl of heaven. -

Notwirhitanding what hath been faid , T fhall not receive this
figne*, ind ienfe of thefe Texts, with more then the favour of a
probabiliry , both becanie I finde Expofitours hovering buc in the
Joote a1r 0f fome general expreffions upon them ,and fearfull ro
fectle down upon an affignation of the particular rime and manner
of their secomplith-nenty (‘amongit whom, commendabic efpecially
themodefty of Calvin - whounpon that Textin S, Lake, thus delivers
his {eite, & uomodo Sol obfenrandus ef, kodie conficere non poffumaus , [ed
cveiitue ipfe oftender ) And befides the fiery forces in that mountain
have in a1l likelihood fallied forth fince upon men mnas dreadfull
and deftructive a manner , as upon their firft eruption,

Bur Jeft T be thoughe ro make too curious and unneceffary ap-
proaches to this mount of terrour , I fhall fer bonnds o any further
diteconrfe 2boue it 'when I have added ; that if npon the Readers
furcher thoughes congerning it; it fhall appear more them probably 3
figne of the nme , it willallo appearfo appointed by. God inthofe
Scriprures forementioned ¢ #f lefs, nothing is loft but the courtefie
conferred upen the conjeture ; and fo the credit of our prefent
canfe appears not at all prejudiced, which way foever the beam of
his underflanding (‘upon @ due Weighing of particulars ) - fhall
meline: _ G}

A fecond inflance ( in this order of Prodigies’) which feemsto
enter a very probable ple forits receprion, as an intcnded figne
of an enfuing vergeance , isthat flaming fword (asit feem’d) hang-
ing over the C ity of Ferufalem forthe {pace 6fayear together, be-
fore the Romane Eagles prey’d vponic. Qur Saviour prophefied of
fome ‘:{&.;rfmi fights, and great figns frovvheaven, as the forerunners of
the defolation of that City; and perhapsupon a.due judgementof
che feveral circumf{tances of this heavenly phanonicnon; it -will ippear
greatenongh tofill out ( ina good meafure ) that expreffion of our
Saviours; Forasthat §tar which was deli mndex to the lace of our
Saviours birth, fothis wonderfull appearance , declared by its pe-
euliir and unufual accidents, that it was of no common makie » nor
came forth upon any mean and valgar errand. It appears by-the
frory tohave defcended folow in the air thatit was evidently }-'er-l-
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Chap.4. of Prodiges Supernatural, 71

tical to the City, which had it been a true Comet it could not have

done ¢ and it fafted fo long and maintained fo fixt a poficion, chat it ki
cannot well be numbred among thofe Idela Comerarum in the Ele- I
mentary region mentioned before , whofe fubtile and fluid matter i
ferves them not toany fuch long continuance , at leaft not to fo fet- i

tled 2 pofture of appearance.

And moft fic itwas that 2: Nation', long deaf to the voice of the f
manygreat figns from heaven to Pi‘DClJim an J.Pprﬂlfhlng {alvation, !
fhould receive fome from thence of an approaching deftruction. A- !
mongit which none feem’d fo proper as fucha flaming (word, bein I
a very expreffive emblem of warand vengeance , and a kinde of .
imitation and remembrance of thac flaming fword, which drove the =
firft parents of thardifobedient people ( whichrejected the Tree of '
life , a type of the Lord of life and glory ) from the Paradife of God. Rev, 2

They which endeavour to fink the price and value of this prodi-
gious appearance in the air, beneath the efteem I receive it withs by i
laying befide it fome other paralle]l examples thereof occurring in
the Writers concerning Meteors, fhall finde me no difficule Audi- it
cour ‘of them , if they tirll fix the 2accomplifhment of our Saviours . ,’1
Prophefic in fome inftance which may be more plaufibly pretended i
a fearfull fight and greas figne from beaven. o

Thirdly , None of the forementioned Prodigics, when ever occurring, Propof. ; L
are [ now ] o be received a5 the figns of any Fusure events.  An afferct- s A
on which I chus build up. 3

1 Wehave no [ufficient grounds and reafons rogper(wade our receprion n{'
them as fuck, There are 1know forre men which can hang their mol
weighty principles ( like the earth ) upon nothing. Reafons andde- Job 26.7. ,
monitrations are looked upon by them ( where Religion appears .
concerned ) asa kinde of cold and dull things , proper onely for A-
theifts or hereticks to meafure their conceptions by : Objettshot s !
and vehement, and that do not much task and employ cheir facul- :
ties, L@ Pretended Oracles, Revelations, [irong and inexplicable impnjl ¥
[ions upow sheir [pirits, mighty Prodigies, [ome turgent imaginations, and W
traditional perfwafions] they ufe, ( asfilly birds in the night , tothat Y.
which glares moit ) to fly aboutand admire,' The di[ﬁourits and M
practices of many men, fpeak them profelytesto thar maxim of the :
old Heathens, viz. In doélrines concerning the Gods, or any mat= "Quysm ol i
ters Divine, wWe muft never expeft fcience and demonflration ; but @:ar » -
receive them how firange foever, with the religion of a very pal- sz sefay I
fivefoul, and fubmiffive faich. R riae -

Bue if we once Put}i{glrl _ﬂmf’nn ( which is, Fanitor Anime) chus -_:::r-,s' ‘i_,:;r,?;-.il. ' j‘,
by itsofficcand place ; our inward houfe will foonlie open and free ;;ﬁ'];a, W, Tets |
for any vileand vagrant Opinion to take up and dwell therein. Xtis &y pop s b
indeed the grear maxim of thofe Sons of myltery, the Cabalifts e feiZer, |
and fome Chimills ;. that Tnrelle@us perficitur pasiendo, the minde of jambl. Pro- i
ma '( likematter ) 15 rendred moft capable of being well informed ¢rept, in (H|
by becoming purapatenzia, a paffive power; and thur touthoffers her iSymb, 25 |
felf folely to fuch paffionare and humble ﬂli:trs,_u'hich can becon- <5
tent evento forgo themfelvesto gain her, But {ure Tam God hath 2!
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Of Prodigies Supernatural, Chap.4,

no where required usto a faith which cannot {atisfie the reafon of
2 man which fearcheth into the grounds and evidence thereof; He
hath commanded usto prove, hel%rc webold faft | to chew before we
{wallow, tofound aswell as{ail. And therefore till we fee fome
better reafon offered to acquit our owning of themas the figns of
Gods counfels, befides the imaginations and diCtacs of dogmarcical
men (which will venture to break open Gods Cabinet, whilethey
want any fure key tounlockit ) it is but a jult refpeét to our felves,
to maintain our freedom of diffent, and to believe fuch ftrange works
levelled to forne other white, then what chey imagine.

As for the {eeming Reafons which this Opinionleansunto , they
will appear (like the fiaff of Egypt) either to break under, or by an
eafy retortion, to pierce and wound it. For whereas itis urged, that
except we admit thisend of thefe femi-miracles , the moit quick-
fented will be at a faule, wholly at a lofs whatend of them to affigne
and pitch upon. Ianfwer ., Is it fo great aninconvenience to ad-
mit of fome paflagesin the book of the creature, of which we are not
fcholars good enough to make a right and proper conftrution ? Are
there not fome w:nis of Providence which God hath made deep and
myftical, on fet purpofe , that man mightbe humbled by them into
2 fenfe of his own ignorance and fhortnefs? fee Ifai. 48.7. Eccles 7.
14.and isita ftrange thing to hear of fome worksin the compafs of
Nature, out of our reach, fuch as we muft behold (as children do the
Moon ) onely with an i1gnorant wWonderment? Tes, bur the world
will be alway (urprifed bygjudgements, if we admit not (uch Prodigies the
figns of them, And hath not God teld , even thofe whofe profeffion it
is to look after and expound the pretended figns of times [ 1he monethly
Prognofticatours thar defolation [ball come upen them (uddenly and they
Jhalimor inow # And 1s not man exprelly {aid not ro know kis time | bus
to be (nared inan evil time falling [uddenly upon him ? Eccles 9. 12. In
fum, the great confidence of the Opinion we contend with: feems
to lie (for ought I can perceive) buein a feries of many Aflertours,
which ( like perfons in the dark ) fhut their cyes, and take care
onely to hold taft by thofe which went before them,

2. Thefe Heteroclita Nasure | things which fall off from the rule
and law of common and ufual Nature , minifter to bigger ends then
prefages, For i % )

1. They teach % to pay the tribute of admirationto himy who (though
by the miniftery of fecond caufes) docth thefe great wonders, Delibe-
rate wondring ( when the foul is not fuddenly furprifed) being
raifed up toan height, is, asone faith, parcof adoration, and can-
not be given to any creature without fome f{acriledge. Such won-
dring confifts of Reverence and ignorance, which beft becometh
even the wileflt of men in their fearches after God his ways, God
hath his wonders of juftice; fuch wherein he caufeth a firange coinci-
dence of blinde and contingent Agents , cwzpysiv 2o work together
for the deteétion and punithment of fome great Criminals, that men
may eafily fee that the wheel brought over them was full of cyes > con-
dutted by fome great Inseligence, He hath alfo his wenders of Hf;?‘l:‘jﬁ
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Chap.s.  Remedies againft Prodigies Signal,

fuch wherein he walks, in ways mor caft ups to accomplith the well-
being and prefervation of thofe which honour him y a great faith
(fuch whereof every pious breaft is the Office Wherein they are re-
giftred and recorded.) To thefe, He hath been pleas’d to add his wox-
ders in Nature ; the commonnefs of hisother works being apt to Soyl
them, and tokeep men from artending to all chat Wifdom and un-
fearchable Greatnefs difplayed in them.,

3, Thefethings [hew us all the creaturesto be in Gods band, and eafily
commanded (likethe clay in the hand of the Potter) to what figures
and ufes, he fhall think fic at any rime to appoint chem unto, Ac-
cording to thatof Fob.c. 9. 5,6,7. Who removerh the mountains and
they know not, which oversurneth them in bis anger. J#hich fhakeththe earth
out of ber place, and the pillars theveof tremble,  Which commandeth the fun
and it riferh noz, and ealeth up the ftars,

The other great Arguments againft or for the obfervation, of any
fuch occafions of wonder, as were laft mention’d, as Ominous, being
the fame which fill out the foregoing papers: 1 fhall not hear offer
the Reader the redium of any repetition,

CHAP, V.,
Remedies advifed againft the Superflition of
Prodigies Signal,

Some men greatly propenfe to judge by meafures vebement and extravrdinary,
ard why, The cvil of the commen (uperftition of Prodigies further moted.
s _remcdies advis’d againfi it," 1, The difcarding of all jealoufies
of God. T'hefec an efpeciall occafion of this [uperftition inthe minds of the
Genriles, 2, The avoiding of any great fears or hopes in reference
to the future. Thefeapr to make men regardfull of Prodigics and Pro.
phecies, wish the reafon theresf. 3, The ftudy of natural philofophy.
The nature of knowledge (in general) o fortifie againft the fears of evil,
she particular ufefulne(s of narural Philofophy bereunto, 4, A great in-
differency of mindeas tothe iffues of things in this world, Perfons
moft inlove with the world moft [ollicitous to know its fortune ; evidene’d
in the Fews and Gentiles. 5. Thedifcarding of that yulgar princi-
ple, That God gives us [now] figns of times. That gn.ﬁm [whe-
¥her there be any or no] anfwered in three conclufions, The vanity of ai-
rending to vulgar prophecics reprehended. An anfwer to Luke 21, 11,
broughe for proof of them. Why fome figns of deftrudtion given 10 she
Fewifh vation. Grearchanges in the world not eafily forefeen, and why,
Tinies hidden frommen, with the reafon thereof men grearly addificd
toregard any pretendersto divination, the cvil of propofing of or astend-
ing 1o any figns of times.

THEH:_ are a company of men in the world, whofe mt::ll:mchnly
fancies (like the Cjelops in the Poer) are perpetually imploy’d
L3 s

73

&
It
|1
i1
|
|
|
|
I
|
|

s i e o, el il

E R

o7 7

=i

RG] 8

o h“."qh\. s .



__._. _..

1 Chron, 11.

4

In hisdifc.
de R:-gnﬁ,

(]

T4

Heon s

Remedies againft Prodigies Signal,  Chap.s.

1sit Weréin framing thunder-bolts for heavento throw down upon
that world, themfelvesare fallen out withall, Never doth the face of
heaven appear mantled upin clouds, but cheir rimerous imagmna-
tion moulds them into fuch antick fizures that they feem a kindeof
vifible parables and dreadfull images of fome approaching venge-
ange,  There isf¢arce a night pafleth them wherein they hiye not
fome terrible dreams, which tell them the fortune of noleisthena
kingdom : the {ouls of fome perfons fcarce feem to comeout of the
fame limbus with thofe of other men, fo different the rules and mea-
{ures by which their opinions and praéticesare layd out. In matters
of a more [icred and religious reference, Revelation, firong impreffions
of (pirit; ecfbacies, preity. allegories, parallels, Cabalifm¥ 5 in mateers ci-
vil, fome old propbecy, myftick paffages in Daniels and the Apocalyps, new
and impradicable Idcas of government, [irange omens and prodigies
(which, like bladders, fhew bigger or lefs, according as an‘aery
tancy iwells and blows themup; are the great compais by whicK
they fteer their judgements.

But with what mean regards, fhall {criptures, laws, fober coun-
fels, and a prudential #nderfianding of the rimes and what ¥ fit tobe
dene, be entertained, if the light of knowledge, in matters facred
or civil: be once thought to fEint moft clearly into {uch cracktand
crafy brains, asare, not feldont, the moft curious attenders to fuch
things as thefe 2 the true fears of religion, would be ready to flie
away (like the {pirits of over-heated liquours) if overatted by fuch
{trong and continued jealoufics of heaven, as the obfervationof
Prodigies (in the latitude contended for) would cerrainly fubdue
the mirds of men unto, Befides; no man (that believes himlelf)
fhall ever be able to poflefs himfelfin peace while his inward houfe
is haunted by fuch fpirits of fear as a fuperftitious perfwafion of pro-
digi-s will be alway raifing up within him,

I thall therefore, in order to a more perfeft cure of {o common

.and dangerous a diflemper of minde, advife thefe enfuing remecdies,

Fitft, The difcarding of all fowre jealoufies concerning Giod,  Synefins
hath obferv’d char howfoever the nations were diftanc'd from each
other (like the lines inthe circumference) J6faus erveigrapac, by
very different Opinions and Senciments in reference to God and
religion, in other matters ; yet ftill dyedér + Suiv vpreomr i, domi-
T KIE__ i omgel Siuer, b dimges yetall center’d and mee in this great
dottrine (both wife and unwife) that God Was a good, bountifull
and benign Being = the greater wonder to me it is that fo many Do-
&tr nes among the Heathens, and Chriftians toe (which I am not
hear to take notice of) thould be receiv'd with a non ebffante to this
native and ealy fenfe of the Divine Goodnefs and Philanthropy ,
lodg’d it their minds : That whichmy prefent zrgument leads me to
obierveds, how apt the niinds of men are to be leaven’d withthat
fowre conceit (Which cannor dwell with a belief of Gods goodnefs)

E_‘__'Ef;ﬁfrﬂfﬂ‘ which Plutarci: juftly challengeth in Herodotus | that 7 Siior v

. 7,y ade the Deity is of an envious and troublefom
difpofition; that God is onely ingeniofus in malis, that hiscounfelsare

eipecially
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efpecially eakenup with the contrivancesof new plagues and mife-
ries for the hated world (thenwhich didnever a more peftilent ialair
breath from the battorlefs pic, ceazeing the very vitais of religion
and corrupting the firft and earlie{t nocions rifing up in the Souf
when conceiving of 2 God) Hence grows this eafy conclufion, thac
4l Prodjgies dre a kinde of Fan-guardto give notice of the many
troops of furies and miferies marching afeer fo that hated man
miay tot hivefo much asthe iery hop. s of @eod times to refrefh his
weary {pirts with, nor beable to deceive hig prefent pains {fo much
aswith adream, Sure T4m that the obfervation and expiation ofall
manner of Omens and prodigies among the Heithers, wisa fowre
fruit growi: g from this evil root efpecizlly, perpetual fears. and un-
worthy jealoulies of Ged. :

Wheters, if men did not meéafure the Narure of God by that
froward and efivious fpirit which commands thenfelves they: might
eafily noderftand all thecvils fometimes fent down upon the world,
to be (in the language ot the Moralift) onely 7l em 7o1¢ npeneseors
Beiar Ligor, 2 divine teftimony givenin a ainft fins and intended
but to difcip'ine the mad world into fome {ober a nd wite thoughts:
and they would believe the fairer repores which feripture makes of
God, which tells us, He dosh nor willingly gricvethe childrenof men, that
fury dwells not with bun, that jidgement v b firange wor i, &0 Andthen
would be eafily perfwaded that prodigies. come forch upon fome
other errand . then to let them uinderftand they muftlook to be ipee-
dily miferable, Did they once believe che Patience and' long-tuffer-
ing of God. they could not ¢hidk he lets his creatures (as &iofesdid
the tables) fallont 6f hishand; and break into-diforder; 2s a difcos
very of his frequent anger and difplealure,

secondly, - The ifveiding of any great fears or hopes in reference o
things fueure. Lutian Well notes ehat to a man big with any huge
fears or hopes, a foreknowledge of events ap;imzrsgrt:trly necefliry
and defireable, ( becanfe this brings his dif rifted though's to 2
point ) andtheréfore he is eafily periwaded to attend o dny pro-
f’hEC}’ or prodigie that offers him z promife of fatisfaltion and refo-
ution. - ‘Befides where' the foul isunder the power of fome great
affeétion (asitalway is when follicitous about the iflue of chmgs)
any odd zccident is ape to make a great impreflion upon it Fear (like
a cracke glils) reprefents every ftrange event i monttrous and
frightfull figures to the minde.an will crearte its objelt where 1t ean-
not really finde it. Moreover, Whep men will n{urpupon Gods pro-
vince, and aurare futnra, he juftly makes thew fin their pomthment,
by delivering them to that anxiety which the obfervation of omens
and prodigies tends co bring them im. PTis 1 great wifdom toattend
the bufinels of thed1y, :nd roleaveéthe iflue of affaits wich infimte
wifdom and goodnefs; and the rathers be¢aufe if che event fhill be

rofp:rous, there will be timeenough to enjoy our happinets when
it fhall be prefent we need not deflowr it by a precocious joy,betore
we are efpous’d untoit) Ifadverfe, What nced We chew pils, and

foel our cvils twice over, once in fear, and again jn prelence? (uffi-
Liche

g -
P
fob T8 of bl b
[....l % of =t BT

73

\ 2 '
A :ﬁ" EATI=
9 TJ T. fl::': -

"
VaMs ere) -

! .
HLfQ TR T T Ay

- ]
TTJENO TELTT,

I'n

Jabdbuar,




Earclizio
propaganda
eff, quee con-
junéta eft cum
cognitione
Nature, 8ic
fuper|tiionis
[tirpes omnes
clidendz (unt
Tul. De Dj-
vin.l. z,

Vid. Veru-
lam, Cogit.
de Nat. rer,
10,

T in tantis
erroribus ¢s s
ut exiftimes
Deos mortium
figna pramiz-
teres & quid-
g]’{vﬂ?’! rant
MAZ NI HE
perire muna
dus ﬁ;z’;r ?
Senec, Nat.
Queit, . 1.
C. 1.

Remedies againft Prodigies Signal, ~ Chap,s,

cient to each day ¥ the prefent evil thereof, it need not borrow from
O MOIrow,

Thircly, Thefiudy of natural philofopky, Its the nature of all know-
ledge to give a kinde of ftrengeh and prefence of minde to a man but
efpecially of Philofophy : this will fecure us, as from the rocks of A-
theifm becaufe leading usinto a notice of fome Firft caufe, into which
all the fecond doe gradually afcend and finally refolve; fo alfo from
the fhelves of fuperffitiam, becaufe acquainting us wich the fecond %
caufes: for fancy is apt to fuggeft very monitrousand fuperftitious
notions of thole things of whole caufes and natures we are unre-
folv'd 3 allwhich flie (like the fhadowsofthe twilight) before the
approaching beamsof knowledge. Philofophy leadsus (asmen doe
horfes) clofe up to the things we ftart at, and gives usa diftinét and
through view of whae frighted us before, and 10 thames the follies
and weaknefs of our former fears. He that knows what flow con-
quefts a flame makes upon any humid vifcous matter, will not eafily
account every gentle fire continuing for fome time in the 2ir, a
kinde of flaming fword,miraculoufly 2appointed by God to drive the
fecure world out of its fools paradife. He thac knows and confiders
how poffible it isfor {prings fometimes to fail, (nay how wonder-
full it 1sthat they fail nooftner) cannot readily receive any cafual
breaches in the ftreams which hold of them, as prefages of fome
civil breaches in a State, confequent thereunto. Befides, Philofo-
phy informs us of the methods of nature, in referving conitancy and
immutability to the fnreriora celi ¢ terre, but banifhing the great
inftances of variation to cthe fuperiour parts of Earth, and inferiour
of Heaven :and accordingly to the earth-quakes,erupcions of firange
fires, new fountains, preternatural generations (in all which, the
more central and retir’d parts of this vaft globe are noratall touche
and concern’d) there correfpond in the exteriora celi, mighty thun-
ders, Comets, new ftars appearing now and then, alterations in the
figures of the Planets, variety of new {pots obferv’d to rife and fec
in the body of the fun, foms (though rarer) failings of itsufnal
{plendour, &c. The orders and caules of Nature thus underftood,
would quickly chafe away all thofe Mornies which fright men in the
night ﬂ?[hﬁir ignorance.

Fourthly, A generous indifferency and deadnefs c;[ minde a5 to the good
or cvil things of this world, Themore the heart of 2 man outgrows the
joys and fears of this world, the more will all things therein appear
to him, much too little forthe folemnity of a prodigy, the more will
he think nothing here of value enough to have its fall come wich
pomp and obfervation, and the lefs willhe concern himfelf to know
the future condition of fuch a vanity as this world 15, *Tis only
when mens hopes and fortunes are much embarked in this world chat
they are impreflive to auy great fears in reference roits furuce ftate.
The Gentilescf old that could never lift up their heavy and droffy
minds above the dull flats of things fenfible and worldly, were the
greatelt Profeflours of allthe arts of Divination by allym:tm:f:r of

{trange and unufual accidents. And the Fews(to whom God had Pil:ﬂd-
: mife
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miled a heaven on this fide thereof in the liberal enjoyment of this
worlds bleflings) were very folicitous abour the mezning of ftrange
Providences, the figns of the times, the iffue of things; and God
was pleafed by many Oracles figns and prophecies to accommodace
him{elf to this low and wordly temper of theirs. Bur fince the intra-
duttion of a better hope, the tenders ot {uch {piritual promifes, we have
{carce any intimations and-notices given us of things future, unlefs
fome very dark propheciesin the Revelation, (which fome learned
men concelve already accomplifht) God hereby fuppofing , our
eyes now to be fixe foupon the more clearly reveal’d felicities of
another world , as not much to look down to the futurities of
this.

Fifthly, Thedifcarding of that rafb principle, that God bath appointed
fome extraordinary fignsof (ucceeding times.

There are variety of times and {eafons, Kasgsi mespgous. Luk.8.13,
Keugol dva-Jofeas, ALl 3. 19, Karpil émeaxomiic. Luk. 19.44. there 1s
in Divine difpenfations a kilde of chequer- work of black and white
days taking place by turns : g 72 wosx, the fcene of this world is
thus fhifted and varied, that both the various attribuces of God, and
the graces of hus Spirit in his fervants, may appear and aét their
parts by turns. 3

Now men are very impreflive to this perfwafion , that as God (in
Nature ) hath ordained figns of feafons enfuing [ for when the trees
pue forth, we conclude that [ummer i nigh . and it will be foul weather,
when we (ce rednefs and lowring to fit uponthe eye-lids of the morn-
]ﬂlg:r f[-{'.l thathe hath ": in his P?'D‘t-'il':fiﬂi'r.') givcn Lis :l"].rlllj.f-i_.:t. -1-"]&1' ?_jl,l:l[.!‘;;lj
figns of the times approaching, fome tokens for good or evil, whereby
we may know what clothes to puton, Whether we muft prepare the
garments of praile to entercain the joys, or clothe our felves witha
great forrow and humility to prevent or prepare for the evils which a
few days may bring. foril,

Before they have ram’d this ground , they haftily advance this
conclufion , that Prodigies are a very great and proper figne of the
times , becanle every eye may eafily torefee an evE in {uch figns,
though the fons of Wifdom alone are able to forefee it in the proba-
ble caufes thereof. But . that this is 2 very finking and deceicfull
ground to ftand upon will appear upon a brief refolution of this Que-
ttion , [ Whether or no, now, under the times of the Gofpel, God vonchfafe
particular Kingdoms any fuch extraordinary figns of the times as are con-

- tended for 27 Particnlar Kingdoms , 11{ay; for, as for thole figns fome
fpeak fo much of , of the fall of Anti-chrift of the laft times , of the
binding and loofing of Satan, of the laff judgement, &c. theyare all ofa
very catholick concern, and are fo Joofe and general, that ( like the
heavenly bodies ) itishard to determine their afpeéts toany parti-
eular time and place, and if any fuch figns do hereafter appear,
they will ferve rather as Arguments of Gods providence and prefci-
ence, then as monitours ot that juft diftance of time they have lefe
thofe Events behinde them,of which they are (atlarge ) the forerun-
ners : and {o are wholly forein to our preient enquiry.
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Remgdies againft Prodigies Signal,  Chap.s.

In order to 2 more diftiné&t anfwer to the Queftion propofed , I
muft necefirily premife this diftinétion of the fuppofe Jigns of
times, There are 1. signa indicantia tantim | fuch figns as haveno real
and effe@ive influence at all upon the Event fucceeding, buc ferve
asa kinde of Barh Gol onely as {ome fofter voice from heaven to de-
elare it to perfons of more purged and attentive ears. Suchas are Pro.
digies of all forts, the afpedts of beaven, [ome old prophefies, plaufible paral-
lels, (inmany inflances ) between the occurrences of former times and our
own, [ome [tated periods of time beyond which bodies politick bave not been
pbferved to conmtinne without fome griy hairs upon them, (as the Prophet
fpeaks ) fome great decays, changes and alterations: [ome myftical pro-
phecies or general promifes in Scripture, forced by a ftrong and aitive fancy
10 the narrow [enfc and intercft of fome private times a eccafions, Many
fuch kinde of fignsthere are, w** (becanfe 1 intend not to feed curi
ofity, but to ftarveit) I purpofely om it. 2. Thereareother figns {po-
ken of ( of better name and credit ) which We may ftyle figna operan-
tia, fuch figns as feem to carry their effefts in the Wombo their own
powers and fufficiencies 5 having an influence npon them eitherina
moral way [asthe fulne[s of the iniquity of a Land, upon the punifhment
thereof,] oranaifive and phyfical , asthe general bias and inclination
of a people, the precipitate counfels of men in truft, and many fuch
like which politick difcourfes, and the hiftory of times may beitlead
us to the knowledge of.

Thispremifed, 1{hall return anan{wertothe queftion propoled in
thefe three Conclufions;

Firlt, There areno (uch figna indicanvia cantiim of any changes in States
and timess s mengion hath beenmade of, None I fay, that God ever ap-
pointed, or man may fafely truft to. A truth which I fhall prefume
evinc'd , if 1 can degrade Prodigies, Propbecics, Heavenly afpeéds from
the honour of being Gods figns. OFfall which 1 doubt not to fay,
that men may ‘call upon their own fancies todivine unto them, and
pleale themfelvesin the vifions of their own heads; but neither Scri-
prure nor folid reafon warrant us now toreceive any of the inftances
mentioned , as Gods tokens of fomegreat plague, or mighty changes
in a States fuddenly to enfue.

Eicft therefore, I affert Prodigies to benone of Godsdefigned to-
kens. The credic of this affertion I fhall truft folely with the evidence
of the precedent difcour(e : adding_here onely, ( becaufe they are
pretended the warnings of heaven ) that it is notat all likely, that
thofe men which will not be warned by thofe great examples of di-
vine Juftice extant in Sacred Writ, Sin which they may fee them-
(elves e xecured in effigie) would ever learn wifdom from Prodigies,
and thofe attefted generally, but upon the faich of two or three igno-
rant {pectatours.: nor can it reafonably be prefumed that thofe
ftrong holds in the hearts of men, ufually impregnable to all the bat-
teries of fermons and aMi&ions, fhould ever yeeld upon the fum-
mons of any fuch fuppofed warning pieces (whote bullets fly fo much
over them ) whofe threatned evils ttay inloofe generals , and point
1ot to any 5::1.rticu!ar Pcrﬁmi 3 ur#im‘f? Or natire and Ff.i'ﬂd)ﬂﬂﬁ_ﬂgthﬂ

juage-
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judgement. Sothatas good men need no fuch warnings, {o bad ones
do not deferve them , 10 lictle ufe would they in all probability mzke
of them , if they were afforded. More fober therefore , and advi-
{ed the Do&trine couch’d in thofe Ecthnick fables, in which the Po-
ets feign Nemefis (Divine Vengeance ) the Daughter of Oceanns and
Nox . the ftrange viciffitude and revolution of affairs in this work,
and the dark and infcrucable counfels of heaven; and the Farca to
have had their habitation in a deep cave, whence they oftiflucd forth
fuddenly upon the fecure and unwary world.

2. Vilgar Prophecies are not to be received asany figns of future times.
It was the Opinion of fome of the Fews, and moft of the Gentile Phi-
lofophers of old , that the foul came down into che body, pregnant
with 2 fepas parmri, & aesyvesmi , 2 pr

ower, which it could here notexert amﬂ’

unable to fee afar off, becaufle of a veil of flefh and a thick mift of fan-
tafms caft before 1ts eye in this embodied ftate . A Doétrine, Which
the carriage and demeanour of the foul | while a prifoner to its own
houfe, feemsa little to encourage; for asthe bufhin the fable , ha-
ving fultained a great lofs of cloth, ftandsever fince by the high-
way and carcheth hold of every mansclothes, in hopesto re airits
own loffes 5 fo the fouls of men feem to exprefs a tacit fenfe of a
great lofs inregard of the knowledge of things future , inthat they
ftand ( as were ) in triviis, and hafhily carch at any precending Pro-
phecy and thadow of Divination : and indeed I have nothing ( inthis
matter ) more 7o accufe sy own Nazion then others of , itbeing anar-
gument of the blindnefs of moftages and Nations, that they readily
{wallow down fuch flies as thefe, when tendred to them,
~ This branch of fuperftition nor dropping much upon our grounds,
it may fuffice o ftrike at it but with this one confideration : Such Fro-
phecies cvidently appear no figne of the times, becaufe not coming forzh from
God who alone i able to declare the end from the beginning : * Forthey
are often found ( like lines drawn by no rule) to crois and thwart
one another ; * they are generally obferved to abufe mens minds
with vain hopes and pannick fears; * the ftyle they are generally de-
livered in wears the Devils livery , being full of darknefs and per-
plexity. * They engage the minde to attend to hurtfull curioficies,
and difficult impertinencies; * they are notall levelled ( what was

noted of old of all the Devils prediftions ) vs 7w emspopll, % e Origen.. 7.
pareiay i & Suelw v |ipSmony o didpeimer, tothe bettermn gndmrre— contr, Celf,
&ion of mens lives and manners. ® God is never own'din them as p. 335

the Authour of the evils foretold, nor repentance as the remedys;
* the perfons which deliver them are generally very ignorant, viti-
ous, or hypochondriacal 3 * they frequently betray men ( by fome
doubefull expreffion ) to the evilsthey feem ro warnthem of, * they
come forth commonly and are moft attended to, in times of altion
and expeltation. g k
The Devil then muft be acknowledged the Authour of moit of
thefe vulgar Prophecies; and willany man that owns Chrift for his
Prophet, receive the Devil for his Oracle # or When heisfick of the
M = prelent
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prefent times, go to the God of Eron (by attending to any {uch Pro-
phecies ) for quiet and refolution ? Shall we value our faith at fo
cheap arate , asto cruft it with the Oraclesof the Father of lies 3
Can the Devil be prelumed ableto give us true refolutionsto any
queltions de Furnro 2 ( did God ever make him of his counfel, or de-
Liver times and {eafonsinto his power? ) orwilling (ifable) todo
1t with any fair and fingle purpofles and intentions * Have the beams
of the Sun of Rightcoufne(s puc out all the fires on his Altars, the
glory and power of the Divine Oracles and miracles, ﬂ‘ﬂpilq:_d his
great trade of Oracles and iying wonders, and thall our eafinefs and
vanity encourage him to drive this more fecret and little trade of
Prodigies and Prophecies ?

3. Weare nextin thethird place, toevince the varioms afpes of
heaven, nontended figns of times 5 but becaufle the contrary events
of things, dofo often make, or prove the Diviners by them, mad; and
becaule che greateft and moft wonderfull change in State, that eyer
happened ( by the reftauration of His Majefty in peace and honour )
was not fo much as dreamed of by all the Privy Counfellers tothe
ftars; and forchat my work hath been lately (o happily taken out
oftmy hand, and che {ubjet fcarce comes within the fuburbs of my
prefent Argument; I {hall pafs this third particular : chough con-
cetving the interpofal thereof neceflary , toferve the order and me-
thod ot the Readers thoughts and meditations in this mateer.

As for the Arpuments drawn from thofe fearfull fights and erca
figns from heaven  mentioned Luke 21. 11, precedent to the deftin-
Ction of Ferufalem and the Jewifh polity ; to encourage the expeéta-
tion of any {uch figns of times now | or the advancement of Prodi-
gies into the repute of any divine Monitors, they will appear to be
greatly inconfequent, if we confider,

1, Al thefe accidents were _fmrr: old and particularly .:pp::-fn:c;i by God
a1 figns. Particularly, the opening of the gatesof the temple (fome
time before its defolation ) of their own accord, though of fuch
mafly brafs, that they could not be fhut or opened ( if we credit
Fofepbaus ) without the twifted ftrengeh of twenty men, and though
fecured with great bars of jron, is thought by fome learned Jew-
ith and Chriftian Expofitours, the accomplifhment of the prophecy
of Zechariak , chap, 11 verf, 1. Openzhy doors O Lebanon | that the fire
may devour thy cedars; Where by Lebanon, they underftand the Tem=
ple, buile efpecially of the cedars there growing, as it is elfewhere in
the Prophets., ufed o fignifie. And Munffer upon the place tells us
that one of the Jewifh Doftours npon occafion thereof, thus rebukes
the Temple, Ego cognefvo imminere tui defolationem , juxta vaticinium
Zecharia, qui dixit, Aperi Libane portas tuas, Bur what pattentcan be
ihewed from the Book of God , whereby any, much lefs all, the
1irl}r:,-1ncr.tr_w'uuru:.-ud Prodigies, hold the plice and honour of Divine
IS ¢

1{hz. The miferies forevold by thofe figns, were great without example, Fo-
feplus calls them evils % gwueiay 422, Worthy of fome figns. They
came not forth as the Heraulds of fome petty war, orto p::ccﬁ:
the
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the funerals of fome great Perfonage, but (asitiscalled ) 4 grear
tribulation, ]'_-'r;b.wf was not fince theworld began nor ever fhall E'Jr;,
Exemplogue carens, < nulli cognitus eve
Lultuseras.

3. The defiruction of Ferufalem was a type and piclure of the final de-
truction of the world. And therefore fit it Was that the terrours of
the lacter, fhould be a little pattern’d and fhadowed our inthe fear-
full fights and Prodigies artending the former ; befides, the confter-
nations of foul, and failings of heart which thefe foregomng figns
wrought in fome men, before the decree brake forth, madethede-
truétion of Ferufalem (in allthe circumitances thereof ) the more
lively type not onely of the terrgurs of the laft judgement, but of
thofe horrours and finkings of (Pirit in bad men which fhallgo be-
fore it, '

4. Our Bleffed Saviours extraordinary predition of thofe Prodigies as
bis figns to thar generation  [eems rather to affure them not intended the
common forc-runners of any greas plagues and wars, and that no good
crifis can be ordinarily made of the future condition of a ftate by
aregard to any fuch in themielves doubtfull and unfaichfull indi-
cations. Forwhat need of preditions, if thefe figns were to fall out
by a kind of common rule and l:w of providence # and how unve-
ceffary had it been to appoint (uch accidents for figns of evil, which
draw afterthem a feries of evils with fogreata conftancy, that they
feem (without a Prophet) to appoint themfelves the figosof the
times ?

§. The condition of thofe times feem’d efpecially to require [ome [uch figns,
Fors 1. They ferv'd thenas mercifull warnings to Chrifts followers,
to haften their efcape from thathoule(that City Jwhich was ready to
fall upon them and inveolve them inits ruins. 2. The Jewsrequu’d
figns from heaven, and God would notbe wanting to any probable
means and motives of their repentance.. 3« The Jewifh oeconomy
commenc’d in fearfull fights at mount $#nai, and grear figns from
heaven ; and fic it was its conclufion ' fhould {omewhat refem-
ble ghe [olemnity of its beginning. 4. Themany figns given by our
Saviourferv'd gradually to wean the hearts ot his followers from
Hicrufalem (once the light of their eyes) of whofe determin’d defola-
tion, thefe gave them fuch fulland repeated aflurances, =

Secondly, Wecannot receive any Signa Operaniia | 2 the faithfull and Concluf, 2.
ungueftionable intelligencers of the condstion of [woceeding times 3 as the
unqueftionable intelligencers, 1{ay, and thar,

1, Becaufe God ofren aifs fecondary Azenis 1o |ecret ana unknowncnds,
He ats fometimes without, bur ufually beyond them, and hath of-
tentimes endstoferve upontheir motionsand counlels, which they
reach no more then a beaft doch the inteationof its Rider.

2, Eu..:r.'ﬁ_- God -o_,'r']‘.ln ,1;1::?;:;:.!.&_,-'1':.,.11'.' his .!'.=fé*§r'ﬁ ends by, means unpro-
mifeing and almoft invifible, Hefrequently rows his purpoles o har- If, g0, 22.

MicC. 4. 11;
1l 10, 7.

bour, while the means feem to look quite another way :what 1s ab- 1 Cor, 17, 28.

ferv’d of the methodsiof Ged in Nature, holds erue generally inche
methods of his Providence, The ereate®t works are perform’d by the
M 3 leaft

Mat. 2 4. 158,
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Chap. 14,

So',
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leaftand moft infenfible Agents, We fhall finde great kingdoms
in Hiftory, commencing (likea great fnow-ball) froma handfull,
increafing to a greatnefs (inthe eye of fenfe) immoveable. and ac
laft concluding in foyl and dirt, But eipecially obfervable is this
ufage of Providence in the management of the afairs of the Church,
which (like Chritt the head thereof) fprings as # root out of adry

ground, and was never any great gainer by the wars and arms of

Princes.

1. God [omctimes makes ufe of means great and pompous to fome ends
weal, and little in the eye of fenfe.” To what great adtions all on the fud-
dein, did he ftrengthen the hands ef the King of Sweden 2 his vi€tories
drew the eyes of the world upon him, and 'twas concluded by fome,
that Providence defign’d him the Apocalyprick Angel which fhould
pour out one of the Fials upon the Beaft, when behold , unexpeltedly
the current of his fuccefles runs under ground, and men engag’d to
conclude God had ends more fecret and fpiritual to accomplith by
him, then they imagin’d, . :

4. God ufually advanceth his great works and ends, by panfes and periods,
Providence (in the advancement of the ‘church) hath ufually its
fines abruptos, God in the works of Nature doth compendium facere,

oe the neareft way to his ends ;butin the works of providence he

oth circulum defcribere, goe about, and his work advanceth by fuch
flow and filent progrefles; that in the iffue, it feems to any bura
prudent and fevere obferver, the iflue of time and chance, rather
then any fteady and well advis’d underftanding,

5. God hath an unknown varicty of means and methods to accomplifb lis
purpofes by, He works by any means, by weak, by contrary, by none,
He fometimes brings his greateft ends to birth by the midwifry of
feeming cafualties, and lictle emergencies, whichtaken afunder are
weak and common, but viewed in tonfort {peak excellent artand
counfel: the obfervation whereof drew forth thar Chriftian {peech
of Machigvel in an Ethnick drefs, Fatorum vie ¢o° rationes preducen-
dorum effeltuum, obfcuriores funt quam ut d nobis intelligi queant. 1lpon
thefe and many more accounts (out of the lines of our prefent Ar-
gument) the faireft promifes of thefe ative figns, may quickly prove
ies to us and abufe ourrcruft, As forthat Moral figne, fo much ralke
of [The fulrefs of the iniquity of a land] *tis to intrude 1nto Gods coun-
fels to determine when it iss the Epbal ftands by him alone, and he
anely knows how near itis to filling,
~ But poffibly, itwill here be objetted in the words of Fob, iy
(ecing times arc mot bidden fromthe Almighty, doe they that know him, not
fee bis days? i, e. why at leaft doe not Wile and good men (ftyl’d the
perfons which know God, inferiprure ) {ee the times of great mercies
or judgements (ufially call’d Gods days, as was noted before) when
as yetat diftance,and approaching ? : ;

Tanfwer, Evengood men (like men in a mift) though they can
{ee their Way, yet cannot fee far before them for very good reafons.
1 That {othe knowledge of the good or evil of the time to come,
might not difturb the duty of the time prefent. 2. The kIler:dgf;_
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of Gods counfels is the prerogative onely of our Saviour, He is Pal-
moni, the great nnmiu_:f.:r afﬁ:._fr.-:r,r, Dan. 8.13. It is honour great
enough for us to be filii thalami to the King of heaven; he onely muft
be fociws confilii. 3. God will hereby teachusto walk by the rule of his
word, not theiflue ﬂi"r;hir-gl_sl. 4. That fo wemight honour him with
a great faith, following of him, as it were, like Abrabam, not know-
ing whither we goe. *Tis a fign we dare venture our felves with our
Pilots skill and integrity, when we fleep fecurely, not knowing par-
ticularly what courfe he fteers. 5. That fo, not knowing in what
[i!ng or manner, oir _"1{_-2}?:.?" will come unio s, we ??:I'I‘gj.l' be alwayr watch-
ing. 6. It isa curious and unneceffary knowledge. God hathfo
appointed it, thac ad mintmé ncccffaria minimum lucis acciperemus,  Scri-
pture acquaints us not wWith the figures of our Siviours perfon, nor
the ufages of his life before his publick miniftry . nor the me-
thods of the Divine Decrees, nor the orders of the Angelical hie-
rarchy, and multitudes of queftions referring to the future ftate, and
the accomplifhment of Prophecies, it remits to the folucion of our
great Elias at his fecond coming. Godisplealed rto recommend to
usthe plainnefs of his precepts Which we muit know, by che obfcu-
rity of his Providences which we need not; fo unneceflary the know-
ledge of things future, that fome of the Ancients conceive, that
therefore Godgave the People of the Jews their Oracles and Pro-
phets which were to inform them even in mattersof a worldly con-
cern [asthe fuccefs of a battel, recovery from a fit of ficknels, che
condition of other kingdomsin after times, 8c. becaufe elfemn all
likelyhood they would have apoftatiz’d from the true God tothe
rites of the Gentiles [Who had their Orasles, Auguries, Diviners,
Soothfayers] @' il dv & deSewwivis wel T yragry Aiyvelas oH
& mudiar axsaiier, being prompted thereunto by that natural liquo-
roufnefs in the minds of men after the knowledge of thingswrapt
up in futurity. So unneceflary did cur Saviour feem to judge this
knowledge, that his prophecies ( ifall put togecher ) would not much
exceed the writings of the leaft of the minor Prophets, though him-
felf the Great Prophet of his Church.

Thirdly, There are fsme effeiiive figns of Evenmts upon ¢ view whercof
& very probable judgement may be [omgeimes made by a wife perfon of the
iffic of affairs. Sometimes indeed fecond caules, which feem moft
pregnant with fuch effeéts; thall have mifcarrying wombs,and all
the weisuedla mallid (in the phrafe of the Philofopker) the molt
probable counfelsof the great Ovacles of ftares which own no provi-
dence nor power Superiour to'their owtls fhall be surned inra foolifp-
nefs, togive the world arguments of a Divine providence concern’d
in the Jfﬁiirsﬂfmfn. Bucyeroft timesGad permirs things ((as trees

doe) to fall that way to which' (in the judgement of prudence) they
{eem to incline; thit fo_ humane forefightand prudence (rhe ithage
of Providence) may appear valuable tomen; and che wile manand
the fool may not be thoughe toftandupon a level, and all thingsto

run upon a die, :
Itisa pregnant arcument that wifdom was never very i'u;n_}l:;;u
Lhc

Heb, 11. 8.

Mar, 13.35.

Orig. Cont.
Celf. 1. 1, P
28, &1, 3.
P. 113,
Deut. 18.

I + 3 Iq.

Concluf, 3.
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the world, that it hath been fo prone inall times toreceive pretended
divination and prefcience; withmore {acred regards then laws and
wife men ; and yer arthe fame time have given the glory of the gife
thereof to the weakeft underftandings, Madmen, Perfons tranfporsed
by tire heats of a feaver, their prophets when in a fury, Star-gazers, Fortune-
tellers, Women, (for fuch were the Sibylline Oracles deliver’d by)
critical obfervers of omens and prodigics, perfons thar declaim botly againjt
(what they underftand not) bumane learning, and fuch as (like ‘old
men ) fee and know leaft of things near and prefent, have been
often thought to fee things at fome diftance and in futuricy, moft
exactly and diftinéily: ;

But we fhall finde God in Seripture {o far {ecuring the honour of
true Divination, ‘asto confer the gift thereof (generally)upon
mens and thofe of a pious and learned educarion, and all the fhadows
thereof which may be yet found in the world Solomon tells us dwell
ina wife and underftanding Soul [Prov, 22.3. A pruden: man fore-
[ecth the evil, and hideth himfe!f 5 and that not by confulting of Pro-
digies, but obferving the feeds and caufes in which itlieshid.] As
all other gifts and abilities, once miraculous and extraordinary, thefe
of healing , of [peaking with rongues, of interpreting the Scriptures, "}I. dif-
cerning of Spirits, {o this alfo of ]’nn'ﬁ'{'ﬂ:ig‘ cvents future (fo far as
they remain yet in the world) are referv’d folely as the reward and
honour of the diligent, obfervant, and underiftanding perfon.

To difmils this particular : Times and Seafons are elpecially referv’'d
in Geds power, and "tis our wifdom to ftudy rather how we may
redeem the prefent time, then underftand the future. As for that
threed.bare Argument therefore (8igus of furure times) I could wifh
1t might be worn no longer in writings and difcourfes, not onely be-
caufe things thew of colour, but according to the light men ftand in,
but becaufe the men whom they are defigned to deterr from any
courfe of fin, ftarcatthem poffibly at firft, (asbirds doe at the ima-
ges of 3 man in the fields) but afterward fit down vpon them and
negleét chem, perceiving (in the iffue of things) thac they are de-
voyd of [life and motion] truth and certainty : and fo thefe falfe
fears in religion may chance to difcredit the true, as the adventitious
heat in bodies oft-times fupplants and betrays the natural : befides,
all fuch figns of times doe but tender the fhort and narrow thoughts
of man, as the ftandard of Gods : and tend to detain peoplealways
in agazing and expeéting pofture, fo that they compofe not to the
workand duty of theday., And to encourage rath and unwarranta-
ble purpofes, - and therefore perhaps the wifdom of the State may in
time fee reafon to interdiét the publication of prodigies and Aftro-
logical predictions, under asfevere a penalty asic hath old prophe-
cies; all being but the fgnesfarui leading tothe boggsof fedjtion,
by amuzing men with a falfe light, (the pretended knowledge of
the figns and flate of future times.)

CHAP.




Seét,1,

CHAP. VI.;
Concerning Prodigies Penal,

Hhving thus (ina method as much required to the rules of Lo-

gick, asthe uncertain and doubtfull colour and condition of the
Subjelt would allow ) -difcourfed the firft part of my Argument,
[ Prodigies barely fignal ] cthat which the order propos’d lays next
before us, isthe confideration of Prodigies penal, By whichI under-
ftand [ penarum menfira] judgements of an unufual make and more
dreadfull afpeft. Now thefe are either Perfonal, befalling fome
particular members of the common body, who ("to ufe the fignifi-
cant language of Scripeure ) hgve not died the common death of all men,
nor been vifived after the vifitation of all men ; or National , when the
whole body of 2 Nation, or the greater part thereof, isfmitten with
a rodof an unufual fize, Thefe alfo may eafily be conceived by
men as a kinde of hand ont of the clouds to write T'ekel upon perfons

_or caufes diftaftfullco themfelves , and therefore I fhall (as1 can)
dirri-i& to a fober notion concerning them both in thefe five Con-
clufions,

SECT. 1,
Prodigies Penal how to be interpreted,

Two conclufians bere laid down to dired to a right notion in rveferenic to
judgements extraordinary, Thefe withour other proof, no [afe figns of the
exiraordinary finfulne(s of Perfons, Men apt to think them (o and why,
Nor yet of caufes : proved by feveral confiderations, Eminent judge.
ments upon eminent finners to be grealy beeded. A judgement fignal and
remarkable in three cafes efpecially, Two mifcarriages to be avoided in
the obfervation of the punifhments upon eur N eighbour.

Ollr firlk Conclufion is this, Fudgements Extraordinary , are nos
(without further evidence) concluding Arguments of the extraordinary
Jinfulnefs of Perfons or caufes,

Firf, Not of the extraordinary finfulncfs of Ferfons. Men 4re gene-
rally prone to finde their own vertues in Fortune blundisiis (to weigh
their own merits at the falfe beam of outward bléflings and (uccel-
fes ) and cheir brothers faultsin Parcarum tabulis | fhe fad deftinies
and evils which lie upon his lot. Fobsfriends judged the dimenfions
of his iniquity by the fhadow of the fufferings which were l2id upon
him, an cnnci:m'ed the former great becaufe the latter were fo.
Shimei concluded David to be a man of bloud, becanfe evil was raifed
ip ro bimourof bis own houfe, 1 Sam. 1. 8. The Difciples that the man
or his parents had greatly finned becaufe he was born blinde, Joh. 9.

N 2, 3.

Numb, 14,
24,

Concluf. .-

Job 2. 13.
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2,3. The Barbarians , thatche Apofile was deeply indebred to di-
vine Juftice’, when hishand wasarretted by the viper, Aftsz8. 4,

Bl T he Difciplesthat thofe were the greateft finnersin Ferufalem upon
il whom the towre of 8ileain €ell, aid became both their monument
'E Vid.Cafaub. and execucioner, Luke 13.4, Thusamong the Hearhens of old, if 2
bl in Perl perfon were ftuck dead bylighming , they prefently.conceived his
i I Sat. 2. erimes:as black s his{micren body » and look’dupon him as judged
by heawen ivfelf, good for nothing but to maké an example of o
it Byam chara thereltofimens And the Oratour vainly inferr'd God had no greac
AR Diis immor- -love for his children of old (che Jewifh Nation ) becaufe he fe-
7 talibusefer  werely corefted them fo often. And'many amengft our felves , ‘if
i e [ Gens Fuda- the fire of God fall and confume their neighbours dwelling., if he
k| orum] docuis fllipot-up che number of bis days | nor be Zathered vobis grave an peace,
i qivd eft it areape vo haftento arath fentence, and rowrice inhisafhes; | [For-
4 F if quod elocasa: Jukenef Golliy v, i ] \ie 30
(T qued fervars 1 Wow fuchuhaftycanceits as thefe, rife up in‘our minds, partly
e | totics, Or fonapeafantly notion of good and evial inus | weare apt o over-
q Y proFlc,  vateourbodies and eftates, and then to eftimate the favourof'God
i—:‘ B G by the: referencesand afpeéts his Providences'bear towards them.
R Befides 'we conclude ( the grear rule of jultice being this | thatall
. Bl punithments be adjufted tothe merits of the perfon ) thavallpu-
;— nithments extraordinary, are the moft proper indicationsof a corre-
3 fpondent guilt:
' W hereas Gods diftributions of rewards and punifhments in this

K life , are notdirefted by any of our fhore and icanty maxims and
B !'Iil notions. He often puts that metall into the hotteft fire , which hesin-
pal tends fhall bearhis'own image in moft lively figures, ‘He hath pri-
il viledged 'his fervants from fome fin, but from no punithment. Fo-

A Eccles 8, 14. fich.may fall in a2 bateel, #334h be fuddenly fmicten for an erronrof
il chap, 9. 1, 2. love and zeal, a daughter of Abrakam be bound by Satan ;3 Fob de-
it livered to the power of Satan bothan body and Icﬂ:lt-:r, A perfon may

iyt Levir. 1. 6. (like the leper under thelaw ) be {mitten with a very black and
5_. L dark plague and yet be pronounced clean beforemen, Lookasin
2 fome Prodigies figmil | things feem fo delivered to the powers and
b Er' forces of fecondary Agents, that the world appearsibara kinde of
b & great Engine moved folely by certain weights and {prings within it

: 21 felf, and alleffeéts refolvable into bare and fingle Narure; {0 in Pro-
3E| digies penal,Gods arrows feem {o to fly by dark,and heavy plagues to
A | fall with fo litcle choice and diftin¢tion, .that the world feems a great

==

i!, lottery , and time and chance to bappen ro all events and perfons. ‘God
1 (perhaps intending this eryprick management of affairs ; asa kinde
‘ of Divinie tentacion , to prove!Whether we be fuch meninunder-

o
it e

. ftanding as to {tand by the doftrine of a Providence , while the ne-
%3 ceflity, power , and wifdom therecf are rendred fo much to difpute |
- by the greac appearances of Nature and Fortune, and whether we
i ¢ quick-fighted enoughto difcover that the /iving creatures have the
i) Ezek.1.8  hands of a.man, though half biddenunder the covert of their wings
11K chat all canfes and events are managed by a hand of Wifdom an
{i reafon , though they may feem to fly at random, to our firlt and

mare unwary thoughts, *  Excel-
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Excellent therefore the advice of Solgmon i, who. hawving celdius !
thay shere i ayjuft man who pexifbesh dn bis mighteoufno(vy und @ withed Eccles 7.15. 4

stan that prolongerh bas life dn bis wickednefs thus direétsin the follow-
wng words [ Be not righteons over~much, neither make'thy felf dver-wife]
1. e. Do wot in thy tond thoughts acquit thy felf more righteous
thenthe perfon upon whom thou feeftfucha judgementfall ; nei- i
ther make thy (elf over-wife by.atrogating an underftanding. futhcienc .
to expound thisriddle of Providence ‘E Godsdealing our fughhard
meafure tofuch a perfon JiIvasa rafhnefs to fay the tree was rotten;, : {
becaufe we fee it blafted. If it be but meiguouis didpemr@- (inthd i ;
phrafe of the Apeitle ) fuch an affliCtion as fome man hach fuffered, 1 Cor. 10, 3, I
and any may,, letus not by any cenforious {peeches poifon our bro« [
thers wounds , which qal{ for the oylof our comforts.and prayers; i
When we read that Antiath' (wherethe Difciples werefirft called ‘
Chriftians ) and the Churches of ithe Colofrans and Ladiices ( vo =
which the Holy Ghoft direfted particular letrers by the hands of &
S, Paul, and S. Fobn ) perithed by anearthquakesy of Gods forfa- /)
km{ﬁ the Levantine Churches | of the feas {udden breaking ofits fandy "
gurdle; and overwhelming Citiesor Countreys , of the many: thoud o j
tands which perifhed upon the {fecondrerrible ‘eruprion of fire'from i
mount Fefivius, or the like judgements greavenough for an Epacha, dnng 1611. 4
we are not to affliét their miferies, by charginga greater guilt upon
cheir perfons and memories then onother men; but rather ( with !
the Apoltle ) Stand and behold the (cucrity of God upon them which fell, J,
and adore his geodnefs co us whoare noe thus t‘urPrifed inour wicked- ?
nefs, or vifited with fome ftrange affliction which might make us in- p
famous as wellas miferable, and encourage uncharitable men ro elap Job 27. 23,
their bands at us, and to bi(s ws out of our plages. z
Secondly, Neither are any [ich extragrdinary judgements { in defti- 4
tucion of any other evidence ) tobe reccived a5 conclufive argumentss of
the finfulnefs of caufes (civil or facred. ) Doétrines and caufes change

colour and appearance 1o the eye of the muleitude, according ashea- 4
ven fhines more or lefsupon them by fuccefles. Our hiftories make j
mention of 2 very hot conteft aboucthe marriage of Priefts, ‘whe-
ther Were more acceptable with God ; they which vowed fingle The Lare z
life, or they which were married. Av laft the Contenders’agreed to Church Hiff. L -
remit the controverly to the debate of 2 Synod, where theywhich 1. 2, p, 133, o9

aflerted the marriage of Priefls . placed themfelves onone fide of
theroom , and they which appear’d againf it , on the other: and y
{oirhappened thas the fide of the houle, whereon the defendantsof |
the marriageof Clergy-menfat, fell down; andmany ofthemwere . || B
hure, and many left their Lives; Which: actident was conftrued Gods
determination in the difpute, andirveceived asafigne that he was |
better pleafed with thofe ' which vowed fingle life 5 and the argu- 1
ments of theiradverfaries were herelyy ;“long after knock’d at head, } -
as wellasthemfelves, Buronius ( toinferrthe’piey of that paiment) In Annal, |
takes narice rhat the Churchot’ England waseven overlpread with circa An, .
fchifmsand hérelies, fimalige donaviuh Petr i folvere @éficrumt, as{oon 747 |
a5 evinthe people lefuofl to pay Peter spence. And oflate, fi quid hu- |
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manitds acciderss; any diftemper incident to humanity, have befallen
perfons inattendance on the publick Service , they have been rafhly
urged as caveatsfrom heaven againft the very prayers. And chus (in
common life ) where men are at variance, and fee the rod of God
lying upon the back of their adverfaries, they are ready to fay, God
hath elpoufed their caufe and avenged cheir quarrel; and fo , to kill
their brother with Gods fword , and make him a party in alltheir
petcy quarrels and animoficies, _ _

Againft all fuch unclean proofs, which ( like the Crab ) go
backward, from events to rules, I offer thefe confiderations,

3. AsGod in ki word | hath recorded fome aétions of very emi-
nent perfons: [ asthe equivocating of Abrabam with Abimelech , Ra-
chel her :defeating of Laban with a falfhood, fome attions of Samfon,
&x. ]1-not noted (like the- Jewifh Sepulchres) with any vifible figne
of reproof and. duflike , that formen might not unwittingly defile
themfelves by copying out the example ( in which he doth but
prove our conftancy to his even and undoubted precepts, and try
whether we have underftanding to pur a difference between the
bright and darker fide of thatefoud of witneffes we are toeye inour
way to heaven ) foalfo in bis providence there are remsationes divina,
God often blalts the caufe of truth and goodnels by adverfe provi-
dences, the cloud often refts upon the sabernacles 'of the Righteous,
the fire of heaven fometimes ftrikes a religious houfe, the chief wic-
nefles of truth fhall be forc’d to know themfelves by the title of
Victus Dei populus, God hereby makestrial whether we will believe
the Spiric of the living ¢reature to move in the wheels, whilf} they de-
feribe fuch involv’d and perplex’d circles and motions; whether
we love truth*and vertue, or rather their fortunes and felicities,
Befides, the divine relation, and lighe of righteonfnefs and truch,
never make fuch clear reports of themfelves, as when they break
out and fhine forth ac laft, chrough all the clouds of perfecution
ln'dhhflrEﬁESJ God often permits them fora time to be obfcured
withall.

x.+ Prodigious evils upon its Adverfaries , isa plea whichalmoit
any caufeisable to enter for it felf at one time or other, The I{ize-
lites fell twice before the Benjamires though engag’d in a war ( fel-
dom unprofperous ) intended onely ut vindifta publica, We finde
the Heathens often mentioning the judgements which befell the
contemprores Deorum ¢o° religionis ;. among them, And Herodotws tells
us that feveral Barbarians (ashe (tylesthem ) adventuring to rufh
mdely upon the Temple of Mincrva, had the irreligion of the at-
tempt aveng’d upon them by a fire from heiven. An eventtowhich
Ieincline to incide the efpecial agency of the Devil (amongft
whofe ftranger works, the caufing of fire to come down from beaven,
is efpecially inftanc’d in Rey.13:13.) to maintain thereby a reve-
rence in the minds of men to hisaltars and rites, and perhapsto imi-
tate the fire which came forth from God; under the old law , to a-
venge the irreverend and unhallowed approaches to hisalears: or
which fell from heaven to chaftifethe rude and violent addreffes 1?£

the
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the Caprains and their fifties to a2 Man of God. However neither of
thele two examples (for 1 muft racher croud then leave our inftan-
ces, they are fo many ) will encourage any man to acquit the Ben-
jamites, or ro blefs an Idol.

3. God hath {fupply’d us with more even and fteady rules to. eiti-
mate the ftraightneis or crookednefs of any caufe by, then Prodigies
penal | whichan a&tive fancy may eafily tune to the air of any opi-
nion and praétice whatfoever. We have the Oraclesof God, the
counfels of wifeand goodmen, the common principles which ma-
nage the difcourfes of the world, the lawsof a State, and our own
exercifed reafon, which is (in the language of Plurarch ) 7is dau-
Sefeas 7elw @, the great Oracle of truch to refolve usin the emer-
gent doubts of life. And it is elpecially becaufe men are under a
quick fenfe, how exaét an eye is requifice to difcern how nearly any
of thelerulestouchthe building ( any caule or doftrine ) of whofe
evennefs there may be a doubt; and that this method of knowledge
engageth them to dig for underftanding ., and requires them toan
indultrious ufe of themlielves ; in the acquilt of true refolutionsina
cafe, and perhaps may detain them fome rime buc in the place of
candidates and Probationers for truth, that chey are fo eafily inclin’d
toattend to the (fuppofed) intimations of a Revelation, fome firange
prodigy, or prophecy, amighty impulfe, wWhich give chem the cunchﬁg-
on withour tasking them to a tedious confideration of the value of
the premifes, and liftthem up into che Tree of knowledge, without
any induftrious climbing of their own. But certainly God who
bade us buy the rruths never intended it fhould be got upon fuch cheap
and ealy terms; menmay {ulpedt cheir waresto be noughe, if they
coft no more thenan idle attendance to fuch fantaftical meafures as
thefe gencerally are. :

4. Gods particular judgements , as tovthe fpecial ends and intend-
ments of them , are generally infcrutable, ' We ¢ mmnonly fit fo higha
price upon our caulfes, parties, and opinions, that we eafily ima-
gine , the biggeft end , Gods judgements can be direfled to, isthe
bearing witnefs to the cruth and righteoufuels of. them. By which
fancy , we become a kinde of fpiritual. Anthropomorphics | fhaping
out a God like our felves , and laying out the counfels of heaven by
the poors fhort, (and often peevith ) thoughes and models of 2
man. If we confult Scripture we fhall {eldom or never findea per-
fon onely of a corrupt judgement in reference to fome Doétrine of
religion (if otherwife ofa blamelefs life ) {mitcen withany greac
plague from heaven, buc often, perfons of corrupt and depraved
manners: becauleallthe laws of righteouflnefs carry énccior Enslnor,
a demonftrarion within themfelves, and ftand 1n {q full 4" hghr,
that ( like the Sun beams ) they bear teftimony to themlelves,
W hereas matters of faich and doétrine appear not before the minde
in {o great anevidenze. Men indeed areaptto follow a lictle diffe-
rence of Opinion from themfelves ( in religion efpecially ) with
thick Anatkemas, and quickly toblow it outinto a fchifm or herefy
( becaunfe fuchgjffcrentr:s feem to difpure the firength of their Ar-
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guments)butare eafily inclin’d tolook upon even a grear mifearriage
in life,throughthe other end of the profpe@ive, and to thrinkittoa

#7]rpe , 2 bare humane infirmity, (Geds honour onely being con-
cerned in that) Whereas onithe other fide, Divine goodnels makes
a large allowance for a well-meant errour, (becaufe the under-
ftanding, like the eye, cannotfo eafily fee itsown blemithes) bue
is fevere againit even a little€rime , men being more enabled fora
difcovery of that, : :

To f{ay therefore , that Arizs ( who in the manner of his death
feem’d the Antitype of Fudas, his bowels gufhing our when he
went to ferve the neceflities of Nature ) proclaim'd the difpleafure
of God againft his dotrine} or that that houfe in Black-Fryers
which funk down under the weight of thofe many Papiftschere af~
fembled with their Prieft to attend the offices of their Religion, and
buried them in its ruines , was Gods warning againft Popery; or
that the births (though granted monftrousbeyond the pﬁl’ﬁlgiliti:ss of
Nature) which M* Hutchinfenahd M® Dyer (thf,- twa grear Prophe-
tefles '8 Leadersto the Anabapriftical fation in New-England) were
delivered of , fingled out their Opinion ,.and were vifible reproofs
from heaven of Anabaprifm it{elt, istointerpret the voice of Gods
rods by blinde and uncertain ghefles, and to repeac the vanity of
that Emperour who wouldrfetrer the fea; for we hereby deter-
mine the large and deep thoughts of infinite Wifdom by thofe lictle
maxims , {hort thﬂllLFhES and ends, our felves ufually actend unto.
God never menac’d any fuch reproachfull judgement againft any
fuch erroursasthefe » in Scripture 3 and if hehad |, if found in con-
junétion with great crimes, 1t may be more reafonably prefum’d,
that it was direfted ratheragain{t the wickednefs of the heare then
the weaknefs of the head. _

If I would advife withmy eyes in the choice of my party or Opi~
nion, I fhould rather obferve ( as I could ) what parties of men
are moft delivered to the judgement of a cruel and unquiet fpirit, to
a giddy motion from one fond notion to another, who they are which
feem moft forfaken of verrueand true goodnefs. For thefe are fpiri-
tual judgements, and fo, more fuitable to the condition of that {pi-
ritual Oecohomy , the appeirance of our Saviour hath now putus
under, Befides, the Spirit of rruthmay ( nay, ufually deth ) dwell
with greac {ufferings, bur great fins give fulpicion of irs depa ture.
But even this alfo, upon trial will approve it felf but the beft of bad
rules to proceed by in the trial of caufes : for the enormity of mens
lives (like dirty hands ) may foyl and blemifh the jewel of 2 gond
caufe, not leflen and fink its intrinfick worth and value ; and indif-
ferent menwill be ready to conclude it a falling caufe which catch-
eth at fuch weak and unfaichfull holds, A good caufe likea fouldijer
( not well appointed ) receives more hurt from the reggs of its
own rotten armour, then the buller of an Adverfary is more dif=
parag’d (Tmean) by a weak and inluficient defence , then 2
{ftrong and {ubtile argument; (" Which 1s often thoughe to hold more
of the pregnancy of the difputant then the caufe, &

Secondly,
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Secondly ,  Fudgements extraordinary overtahing perfons, evidently
Zutlty of extraordinary crimes | arve to be regarded a5 the evidences o
Gods providence  and bigh d'fjl'pff.: itre ﬂg-,:inj.t thofe fins, God g#:ﬂur:llhr
commits all fpiritnal judgement to his Son, and all temporal judge-
ment to the Magiftrate ( who therefore hath Godstitle, and is aid
to judge in his ftead ) But fometimes ( as Kings, who yet have
their Vice-gerents ) he is pleafed to fic 25 it were in open judicature
himfelf , and to correéta highand daring crime, with hisown imn-
mediate ftroke, Which he doth either when the fword of juftice is
permitted toruftin its fcabbard , and the Magiftrate negleéts o pue
open wickednefs to thame, orwhen perhaps he is unable , through
a want of knowledge or power to reach the criminal 3 or in his to-
talablence, thusin the primirive times , when the Magiftrate ( be-
ing Hesthen ) thought not any finagain{t the Golpel, tobe for: [uf,
he invefted his publick Minitters witha power which reach’d ¢
oAeSror 7Hs oupuds, to the affliCtion or deflrution of the flefh, upon
bold and hopelefs offenders,

NoW thele judgements extraordinary, are Vocal and Emphati-
cal: and call for our more ferious notices in three cafes efpecially;

1. When thejudgement bears upon iv the evident pourraitures and fi-
gures of the fin. The crofs men bear (like that of our Saviour) of-
ten carries the infeription,of the crime in fuch plainand legible
charafters, that he that runs may read it. There are fome herbs
which bear upon them Nature Jignagurss , certain fignatures-and
marks {tamp’d upon them by the hand of Nature, ferving (asa
kinde of native labels) to tellus What vertues they -contain » and
Whereby it may be known ( evenupon fight ) te what difeafes or
parts of the body ill affeted , they are proper and ufefull ( becanfe
bearng fome figures or colours analogous to them ) thus punith-
ment lometimes carries fignaturas peccati, and proclaims by its very
make and fithion, what fin it is intended to difcover and cure in us:
And this it doth eith® when there isa 7ou]o mfn2, 2 fuffering in the
very {ame inftances and ways wherein nien fion’d , and the crofsis
(asat were) (hap’d outof the forbidden tree whereby thé¥ offend-
ed. Thus Davéds adultery was punith'd in _dbfaloms incefty Pharaoh
who would haveall the malesdrown’d, was himfelf drown’d; and
the wickednefs of dAbimelech in flaying his 70 brethren was re-
turned upon hisown head in that firange and violent death where-
by he periih’d. God ispleafed fo frequently to punith men thus,
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that cthe * Prophers often {feemto foretell 2 judgement; racher by *If313.1.Ter
a rational atendance to the condicion of thefin, thén bya Divine 24.17.)cel 3,
afflatus, * In fuch examples of Divine jultice , Gods rod hath aweice 7, 8. 1 Sam.
as well as a fmart, .and 1t becomes usto be his notice-takers, and 15,33 Hab.z.
not ( With the Blilijlines, 1$am.6.9-) nickname the moft appa- 6. Obad.ver,
rent hand of God,a chance which hath happened; and that wemay 15,16. Mic.s

7. er. 48.26

27, * LQuod evidentius Det judicium effe potuir,quam ut terumphum prefumens, triwmphus
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not be thought to cenfure our Brother , turn charitable Acheifts.
Or 2.the judgement may proclaim the fin, when there is an ‘Ouaro-
muiria , When the judgement feems the fymbol of the fin, and ju-
ftice pays men in value chough not in kinde. Thus God threatned the
Ifraelites, that as they bad [erved firange Gods intheir own land | (o
fbould they [erve [trangers in a land not thetr own. Solomon fery'd God
witha divided heart, and but half his Kingdom Eoes to his pofterity.
When we fee the fcandalous finner corrected thus by his own wic-
kednefs, and made evento drink the duft of his own Idol, we fhould
maike a pious meditacion on the occafion,

1. When the judgemene [urprifeth the finner in the very adling of bis
wickednefs , and fin the off-fpring deftroys its parent (as itis faid of
the viper ) inthe very prodution. When the falfe {wearer isim-
mediately ftricken by God , and the blafphemers toﬁguc fuddenly
curft into filence , and death {ent ro make the Oppreflour vomir up
his newly ftollen morfels , when Herod and Nebuchadneggar have
their fin and punifhment bearing an equal date , (Infhort) when
juftice chus lays afide its leaden feet, and treads clofe ulinn the heels
of the offender ; God intends to learn us fome great leflon inthe
example ; and it is a figne we are paft feeling 1f We can fee him
thus cutting off now one and then another member of our common
body without fome fhrinking, and religious {enfe thereof in our
felves,

3. When the judgement ¥ fuchas the general experience of times proves
the ufual confequent of fuch a crime. As afudden and untimely death
of fedition ; the rune of eftates of Sacriledge, an antedated and
difeafed old a!l!,e of riotand drunkennefs. an almoft general impe-
nitency of uncleannefs, 1 naked and expos’d pofterity of oppreflion
and unrighteous gain , ftrange difcoveries and aninfamous death of
bloud fhed, negleft and fcorn of men of a great ambition , the
blafting of defigns which proceed upon the yviclation of the religion
of national compaéls, an untimely and ftrange death of cruel and
bloudgperfecutions. Gods judgements are generally a grear deep (the
reafons ©f them paft our founding) but b righteoufne(s i fometimes
as the great mountains, vifible to the dulleft eye, in the judgements
wherewith he correéls, thofe finsefpecially which fall moft direétly
crofs to his government of the w:::rlcf,

It wili become us now to own our felves MINV-MN 037
Gods Recorders to regifter in a pious remembrance all fuch great dif-
plays of hisjutiice in the world, Such extraordinary judgementsare
intended Gods teftimonies to hisprovidence and rlglltteuui'ne['s, and
cthe writing of them in the duft,is none of the leaft caufes of Atheifm
in the world. And therefore a learned Perfonage ( not Withoue
good reafon ) reportsit as a great defect, thar there is not %e: ex-
tant an Hiftoria Nemefews | a judicious and well attefted hiftory of

thedivine vengeance, containing the moft remarkable monuments
of Gods juftice, in Which it mightappear how evil bath hunted, ( as
it were through many turnings of affairs and mazesof life ) the vio-
lent perfon and aclaft overthrew him. A dull and ftupid inobfervance

0
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of fuch examples of Divine juftice (alooking at them all but as the
cafual drops of mifery falling from that common cup in the hand of God,
Pfal, 75. 8. indifferently upon good and bad, ) ftands often ar-
raign’d in Scripture as a very great fin,

What hath been fpoken ( to prevent any corruption of judge-
ment or practice ) muit be taken with a grain orewo of fale.

1, WWhere no particalar finof any blacker die appears in the life of our
affiicted Brother | we muft not prefume from an infpeftion of the condition
and figures of the judgement, vo-draw up any particular charge againft him.
We are not as foonas ever God writes bitrer things againft our neigh-
bour (as Fobphrafethic) rafhly to undertake to expound the par-
ticular fenfe and meaning of the writing ; left we call that a feorpion,
which God intendsa red. and thatan inftance of wrath, which is
intended but an exercife of Grace. Gods judgements often come
torch upon errands which they to whom they are fent, may better
underftand then perfons unconcern’d, We are not to conclude the
punifhment from the fin, ( faying, Thus and thus hath fuch a man done
and it will comebame by bim ) this 15 to prefcribe time and meafure to
the juftice of God; neither may we infer the fin from the punithment
( intituling fome fuch grear evil of fin to fuch anevil of punifh-
ment ) for God may give a good man his evil, astoa bad man his
good things , inthisworld., But where We are as fure from Scripture
( not fancy, apt toabufe us where our felvesare concern’d ) that
the finisextraordinary, as we are from fenfe thac the indgement is
fuch, wemay then cry out with the followers of the Lamb_ Rev.15.4.
Al nations fball wor[bip before thee , O Lord, for thy Fudeements are made
manifejt.

2. Carg muft be had that no (uch :J-.,;ﬁ rvations be leqaven'd with any un-
ckaritable (entence upon our Brothers final eftate. A greatjudgement on
his body, may beintended 2 great mercy o his foul , and perhaps
the {hame and mifery of this life may commute for hell. #334’s zeal
might furcher the {alvarion of his foul. while the indifcretion there-
of brought a fearfull deftructionupon his bedy.

SECT. II
Prodigies Penal how to be interpreted,

Three conclufions move to diret to a right underflanding in reference to Pro-
digies penal, Four inftances of Gods extraordinary judgements upon
the adverfarics of bis Gofpel. The fingularity of Gods judgements upon
the Fewifh Navion, wherein appearing, Extraordinary judgements no
cenclufive arguments againft a caufe now , and why: Wih tifually
thought they are? The words of our Savionr, Luk 13.1, 2, inreference to
the Galileans , explain'd, The judgement upon ihenm , whether a figne
of the #zme to shat generavion? Leffer Nateonal judgements, argusents
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Conclul. 3.

Concerning Prodigies ‘Penal, Selt,z,

so vepentance no figns of the time, Temporal judgements on Nations
wrore argumentative under the OId Tf_fi.-:':s:ﬁmﬁ:cn the New, -Religions
grguments to be managod with coolnefs and candour.

He'third Conclafion to dire& to a right underftanding inrefe-
rence to Prodigies penal, is this. Fudgements fingular and maracu-
Lows , (urprifing perfons in defence o f acaufe, evidently devoted in Scri-
peure to deftraiiion, iy be regarded a5 partial veftimonies from heayen a-
gainft it, ltisre adil acknm_n'lcdg’d that there is lightenough in Seri-
pture to diftinguiih doltrines and caufes by, bue yet where God
hath been pleas’d by any fuch mighty judgements to open theeyes
of mentoa clearer perception of it, and to hold them ina more f{e-
rious actendance thereunto, they are not to overlook it, for fear
they appear to {eck a figne from heaven or to qﬂ'er Weak men an
enconragement to wreftthe darker worksof Providence,(as they do
the words of Scripture) to the ends of fuperftition and fome little
interéfts and Opinions to which they engrofs the favoursof Heaven.
To {+rve the more diftinét underftanding of this conclufion , I
fhall propofe thefe few examples.
1. ‘When the Jews, inthe affiltance of Fulian the Emperour, afiay-
ed the reftoring of their ruin’d Temple and {o to oppofe Mofiito

Socrat. Hift. Chrifi . God miraculounfly determined the controverly; for the fire

13.c17.

( which ufed before, to’come forth from him to confume the facri-
fice. now ) cameand confum’d their intended Temple, and Alrars,
deffroyed the workmen about it , and their feveral inftruments, and
the whole defigne was blafted by fuch terrible appearances of God
againft ir, that many Jews were periwaded by that vifible argument

* aeainft Judaifm, to entertain the faith of Chrift.

¥ Dio. Hift.
1. 66.
Zeph, 2.11.
FZ-IH-.E'.'-:.E."?!-

Imp Rom, -

Fu':;mic in-

s. Thar terrible fire which iffued out of the ground in the fecond
year of T'irus (not long after the deltruétion of Ferufalem and the
Jewith Temple ) and laid in athes the Temples of Fupirer Capitoli-
nus, Neptune, Ifis; Scrapis, the Puntheon, ¢c. and their other devoted
places, was fo ltrange an inftance, that the * Ethnick Hiftorian makes
this judgement _thereupon , Malum id divinum porins quant humanwn

widetur fuifJe, and was (in all likelihood ) regarded by the Chriftians

duftria, Chri- of thattime, asa figne chat no caufe or Religion (Echnick or Jewith)
ftianos abfter- fhould be able to ftand before the Chriftiang and thatthe day fore-

rere @ Chri-
fto, nunquam

told, wherein * God would famifh all she Gods of the earths and men fhould
wor [bip bim, every one from kis place, even all the ifles of the beathen, was

2lis bene fuit, jult now a dawmng

Ak pauct e0-

2, That almoft conftant ficceflion of * Romane Emperours, whofe

rum aut nulins robes ( for the:fpace of three hundred years ) were dy’d n their
feré ficci mor- own bloud fhed by the hand of violence , feems an #nflantia mona-

fedefcendet
ad Generum
Cerere, Ca-
mero. de
verb, Del
P44,

dica in Providence, andto carry much ofa miracle with ity and may
be receiv’d as an argument of Gods controver{y with them for the
butchering of fo many of his innocent fheep, under their bloudy go-
vernment. (though perhaps fome will entertain the example buc with
common thoughts , becaufe of the circumnftances the Empire Was

then in.")

4» There
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4. There isno Nation under heaven Wwhofe fins God hathvifited
upon them witha judgement of fo private and referv’d a condition,
as thar of the Jews, whether refpelt be had, to the nature or feafon
thereof.

1. Thereisafingularity therein inregard of the nature of ir. Few is
become throughout the whole world, rather nonen Odii quam Gentis.
They are now as much fcatter'd overthe World, as before impal'd
and diftinguifhe from ic.  Theyalone live in banifhment, where{o-
everthey come. Now their becoming thus (like Cair) vagabondsand
fugitives upon earth, (which no Nation befidesis) fpeaks them like
him gone out of Gods prefence, and guilty of fome horrible murder,
even no lefs then that of che Lord of Tife, which the fcriprure charg-
eth upon them:

2. There is a/fingularity in the judgement upon.them, in regard of
the Sedfonthereof, For before chey had ftdinld their handsin the
bloud of the Lord of the Temple, their Temple (‘though fometimes
defac’d) was never made vileand contemptible by any abomina-~
tion of the heathens fet upin the moft Holy, No war, no fedirion, no
captivity, novaffation, norazy ather fad occafion wharfocuer, nutde fo great
& waff upon the religion and rcverence of ehat place, that an idol or tmagde
Cagainit the effential fanétity thereof) Joould be tendered to worfhip
therein (as Agrippain his Embafly to Cazas the Emperour largely tells
him,) for that the veryheathens had been tutor’d into 2 reverence
thereof, by thofe fearful judgements, ‘which (as he there tells him)
they had obferved the King of heaven alway avenging any lefler in-
dignities offer’d to thathis chamber of fpecial prefence ; But no
fooner had they commitrted that won derfull and horrible thing, but God
delivers the place of his ancient habitation. the defire of their eyes:

to the defilements and difhonour of an image chat the Emperour,

ereéted in the Holy of Holies, as a fignithat place fhould nolonger be
his reft becanfe it was pollured, and *thac he had forfaken both it and
them. Moreover, moft conftant were the judgements which a laft
befel the enemies of the Jewifh Nation, before their great fin of
rejeting the fon of God. Ifrael was then holinc(s 0 the Lord, and the

fir(t fruics of his increafe, allthar devowr’d him did offend, evil eanie upon

thein from the Lord, Whereas afterward fo conftant their fuccefles,

when attempting upon them, asif to fightagainit chat nation, Were
the only way of ebliging victory, and the afliftances of God. Which
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fingularity in the divine judgements; wasa fign that God had now .

puta period to the Jewifh worfhip, and that their putting of Chrift
to death, Yookt of a blacker colour in the eyes of Juftice, as procure-
ing more dreadfullevils upon them then all cheir other: finscould
ever doe.

[ eafily forefee how ready fome perfons may be to build hay and
(tubble upon this foundasion, and vo conclude fuch a caule or party
branded from heaven, if any judgement (like an executioner ina
vizard) frightfull as well asgﬁt.sh", befall the perfons appearing in de-
fence theieof. And therefore I muft here minde them how incon-

fequent zny fuch reafonings can be, not only becaufe Emore then
: Oz

doubt
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Concerning Prodigies Penal, Se&t.2,

doubt whetherany of the judgements they can inftance in touch in
any pointsand angles of fimilitude thofe already mention’d, and be-
caufe they came not forth to decide caufes collaterally, but diame-
trically oppos’d (‘not differences between Paul and Cephas, but God
and Belial) but becaufe judaifm and Gentilifm were caufes evi-
dently devoted in facred feripture, and-the judgements following
them Were but che accomplithments of its predi€tionss and the ex-
ecutions of a feripturé fentence uponthem.- But we have now no
better warrant to infer the goodnefs or badnels of fome lefler caufes
and opinions men efpoufe, from the judgements which may fome-
times overtake the aflercors of them, then to make judgement of the
loyalty of a wife, by a waser of jealoufic. For as fometimes the Ferfon
may fallin the caufe (becaufe that is difpleafing t0God) thus Fo-
fiab fell in the expedition againft the King of Egypts fo fometimes
the canfe may l‘ﬂlpin the perfon (becaule he is diipleafing to God) as
the Iiraelites in thecontroverfy with the men of Benjamin, Befides,
we are to prefume that God {peaks to usmore plainly by his pro-
vidence, then by his Word, wherein he hath permitted fome leffer
matters co ftand ina very doubtfull light,to engage us to anexer-
cife of our underflandings co find the truth, and of our chaririesto thofe
who (having not fuch firong and excercifed fenfes as our felves)
¢hance ro muftake it.

It were therefore heartily to be wifht, that men had chat largenefs
of kearé, asnottothink heavenand earch concern’d inthe ftandin
or falling of their little interefts and perfwafions; that they wnulg
leave off (that worft kind of enclofure ) the entailing {alvacion folely
upon their own party ; and not goe about to hedge in the Holy
Dove, by appropriating the graces and influences thereof tothem -
felves. Forchen men would not be fo prone to believe Gods judge-
ments defign no higher then the fervice of their litele paffionsand
animofities, and that he is as little able to forbear and make allow-
ance for the miftakes and infirmities of men, as themfelves.

Ferfonal judgements extraordinary, are to be regarded o5 Gods vifible
{ermons of repentance to a multizude under the guile of the fawe or greater
fins, Thegreat Lord of Hoffs; fometimes decimates a multitude of
offenders, and difcovers in the perfonal {ufferings ofa few wharall
deferve, and may (without repentance) expeét: Now as the ends
of brands are noted to fhed forth their tears in 2 kind of fad fenfe of
the lofs of thofe parts which the fire hath already feaz’ds thus they
Which are (in the phrafe of fripture) as brands plucke (for the pre-
fent ) out of the fire, fhould exprefs a chriftian fenfe of the fallsand
of the fins of thofe perfons which God was pleas’d to make their
proxiesin correftion. Great judgements are notto be interpreted
fomuch the figns of our brochers fins, asthe reproofs of our own,
Becaufe the pregnant example of the Galileans [occurring Luk. 13.]
may lend a greac light and. firength both to the particular concly
fion before us, and our general argument, it will beno underva-
luing of our pains to paraphrafe a little upon owr Savionrs words
upon the occafion. :

Verf. s,




Sedt.z, Concerning Prodigies Penal,

Verf. 1. There wereprefent at that time, {ome that 1old Him of the Ga-
lileans, whofe biond Pilate bad mingled with their facrifices,

2. And Jefus anfwering [aidunto them [uppofe ye that thefe Galileans
were finners above all the Galileans becaufe they [uffered (uchhings 2

A ’_E'H Younay but except ye repent ye [hall all likewife perifh.

‘Qelv]as Smoae] which words 1 choofe (with Greeins ) to render,
ad modum eundem, after the (ame manner, for 1 concejve our Saviour doth
not vary his fpeech [verf.s.] when difcourfing of thofe which pe-
rifht by the tower of Siloam, thus [iusies Smacide] ye fhall penth
ad modum fimilem, in amanner like them, butupon fome reafon of mo-
ment, which I thus explain.

Thefe Galileans were a faltion of Fudas of Galilee (of whom we
read. A€t 5.37.) whofe great do€lrine it was, thar it was unlawfull
@9esr Tols Poualon Tereiv, 10 pay tribuce to the Komanes, or to acknow-
ledge wsla + Sedv Snflds Jsamvine, any mortal Lords after God had
been their King, orto offer {acrifice for the Romane Governours :
Now Pilate (provokt by the difhonours or the dangers wrapt upin
this doftrine ) ftains the Alrar withthe bloud of thele feditious {acri-
ficers, feccing upon them now come to Hiernfalem to attend the re-
ligion of the pafchal rites. Now thisperfonal judgement was a lictle
Map whereinthe lines and figures ot chat terrible calamity which
afterward fell upon the whole Nation,were excellently reprefenteds
fome of them perifhing ad moedum cundem, and others ad modum Jimi-
lem, For asthefe Galileans perifht onthe feaft of Pafsoverin afedi-
tion varnifht over with the {pecious colours and pretences of religion
and conlcience, fodid a great part of the Mation afterward fallin
a rebellion againft C#far for Gods {ake, [piows presences that they efpe-
cially were Abrahams children, God's free people, and to pay no [anFuary
Jbekel re a Heathen Ruler.] and that onthe very pafsover day, in the
Temple the place of facrifice. And the perfons upon whom the
Tower of Siloam fell, were a kind of type of the many thoufands be-
fides, which perifht in the ruins ofthe City (of whichcthat Tower
carried theimage and reprefentation) in which they were furpriz’d
by the Roman army; fothat they did perith [ 3p0ies ] ina manner
fimilar unto them.

Concerning which ftrange examples, I mult confefs 1 {ee norea-
fon to receive them (with the Reverend D. Fackfon ) ablolutely and
in themfelves confider’d, as any intended figns of the time to chat Ge-
neration 3 nor doe I chink the Jews had any ground to think thofe
fad accidents 7wz cunéBauroy exeivors bappened unio thewme a5 any true
and proper types and figures of an analogous deftrution to fallupon
themfelves in the revolution of a few years: for could any mere man
certainly forefee, or but fufpe, that any fuch ftorms and fhours of
evils would fuddainly fall upon the Jewith ftate, upon therifing of
this cloud ne bigger then a mans band ( the death of a few private and
inconfiderable perfons? ) Asa forain Divine {peaking of the Englith
arcof preaching (aid truly, plus eff in Artifice quam inarie, it derives
more from the Arrift, then any {et rtles of art; {o we may fayupon
our Saviours prophecies and forefight expreft upon this -:n:c:tiiﬁ:rt.
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plos fuitin fignificante quam in figno: His prophetick paraphrafeupon

that fign, gave it that fignificancy and expreffivenels.: which of it
{elf it had not; the type ipeaking no more (without the divine glofs
and {apction) chen the fmiting of any King upon the ground three
times withan arrow, now, fignifies that he fhall {mite his enemies
three times, becaufe the the inftance was once by Gods appoynt-
ment) ‘a bappy Omen of fuch a blefling to 2 King of - Iffael. -

Bur howioever, cthe Jewsought to have feen the {word of God
i1 the hand of Pilare, in char {ad example, to have confider’d thac
while he (likethe leech ) drew all this bloud o ferve his own bloudy
and revengfull Nature, the great Phyfician intended it as medicinal
to the body of the nation, to teach them the wifdom of a {peedy
repentance therein, leaftalike or greater judgement fbould furprize
themfelves: and therather, becaufle fo guilty ofche fame fin [the
hiding of the [wordoffedition in the Ephod of religion and confci-
ence toward God] and not feeing their fellows fecur’d from the
arreft of Judgement by the religion of an Altar, and the prerogative
of a Temple, All Gods judgements upon others, come forth upon
purpofes of grace, and are intended butas the cutting and lancing
of one members to draw away the corrupe humours from che reft,

Fifthly, Lefjer national judgements are vo be regardeds as the figns of
Gods prefent difpleafure, and a5 bis [urmmeons te rcpentance, Scripture
makes mention of Gods custing of ¢ _Nation fhort [ 2 Kings 1o, 32.]
and of his ensting of themoff [ Jer. 44. 11.] the inftruments whereby
he doth the former, are very intemperate feafons, myrrains of catile,
Epidemical difeafcs, long dearths, great defeats of Armies, &c. For as
thereare Vitza Hominum ¢5° wvitia Temporum, the vices and follies of
men taken afunder; and of men confider’d as a body, andunder
{fuch common and moveable circumftances; fo there are Mals Ho-
minym, the evils which fall upon the lots of private men, and Mals
temporum, the evils of the Times, the Judgements which ceaze and
touch menas united and meeting 10 one common body and incereft
and under the guilt of fome publick and National impiety.

NoW thefe are I fay to be received, by the common fenfe of a
MNation,as Gods warning pieces to come inand fubmit themfelyes
to him, by repentance, i-aﬁ he ftorme them by fome more black
and terrible judgement, For God fometimesdeals by Nationsaswith
perfons, who are firft broughe to a Cowncil, nexe to a Fudgement, then
to hell-fire. The great day of deftruition from the Almighty (foretold by
the Prophet) wasufher’d by thefe lefler evils, the custing off the mear
from before their eyes, the rotting of the .g":'{.'.i'.r under theclods, &c. And
before God layd he Axe to the roor of that fair tree [the Jewilh
Church) he was pleafed many years to chop and prune it by thofe
(4o wdiver) manylittle and prelufory Judgements, that 1tsun-
fruitfulnefs might be corre@ed.And thar fthowr of vengeance which
at laft overwhelm’d the Romane E7npire, was prefac’d by fome {mal-

. lerdrops. Itlaylongin the fire of many heavy affli€tions, but (like

the clay whereby it is emblem’d Dan, 2, 42.) it loft nothing of jts
impure and droffy nature 5 and at laft chis incorrigiblenefs broughe
on
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on its final ruine and execution by the Barbarous Nations of the
Norch.
I fay not , that thefe inflances can warrant us alway to receive
all fuch leffer judgements, as the tokens and harbingers of much
reater, and (to borrow the language of the Prophet ) a5 the fwel-
ings ont in a high wall | whofe J.'?J'L..!.f,:i'i?g is coming (uddenly : For God
often makes great fins thetriumphs of his goodne(s, and laysa very
{ad 'Ei'u'l.lﬂd ( in fome lefler evils ) when !'lr:d_pllrrﬂﬂ?t!‘l to i.lj,' on his
fair colonrs of peace and happinels. He cauleth it fometimes af even
(when darker and blacker times were expeéted ) to be light. Befides,
the unchurching orunpeopling of a Nation ( his greater judgements )
are ways whichunder this fpiritual Oeconomy , the Divine Juflice
{eldom walksin, God indeed heretotore, ("when the world | inthe
greener years thereof, wasmoftunder the conduct of its lower facul-
ties, and moft apt to be drawn or driven by rewards or punifhments

temporal ) fingled outthe Jewith Nation, in whole outward ftate of Té
proiperity or adverfity, toread vifible le€tures of Divinity and obe- -

dience to the Natons round about ; and that the Nations mighe
take the fairer view of their ftate God tellsthem, Ezek. 5.5,6,7, 8.
that he had plac’d Ferufalem in the midit of the Nations round
about her : and thatthey mightcall the eyes of the world the more
upon them, their plagues were fuch as fcarce admirted their parallel
inftances, But God choofeth now generally to punith incorrigible-
nefs under temporal by {piritnal judgements. He fometimes deli-
vers a people (like $amfon) to blindnefs and ftupidity, who having
been often bound by the cords of their [ Delilah ] fins ( as Solemon
fpeaks ) would never take Warning. When ever thercfore the
{moke of Gods leffer judgements , {peaks his anger to be kindled but
a little . we are toexprefs a quick fenfe thereof, and endeavour its
quenching by a fpeedy removal of the fuel thofe National fins
which may continue and increafe it. God will account with men
one day not onely for the abufe of National mercies, but National
judgements.

And chus (by Gods affiftance) have Tiffued my meditations upon
both partsof the Argument, and offered the beft defence I could ro
the caufe I undertook (roo juft and good to be loft for a Nikil'dicit)
Upon 2 review whereof, 1 am not confcious tomy felf ofhaving
trefpafs’d again{t the Apoftolical precept by returning upon cur Ad-
verlaries ratling for railing, and of giving any fuipicion of the weak-
nefs of my caule or Arguments, by calling in paflion or reproaches
to their relief and afiftance. They which think an argument pier-
ceth the lefs , becaufe normanag’d with fome keenefs of flyle, may
as Well think a rafour cuts the worfe , for having its rough and gra-
ting edge a little taken off.' The truth is, T apprehended netany fuch
monntainons difficulties at any time in my way, that I{hould need
(like Hannibalinthe Alps) to force a paflage through them with
fire and vineger, ( any hot and tart expreflions and reflections, )
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Copceyning Prodigies Penal, ~ Chap7.
"CHAP, VII,
The Conclufion,

The Omiffion of a particular enquiry inso the truth and confequence of fome
late firange relarions, excufed. The undertaking proved needlefs, diffi-
cult, unprofitable. Relations of matters wonderfull wiy gvearly liable
20 (ufpicion. The Caution of the fuperfitiouns Heashens in receiving fuch
ftorics, nored. Men moft ape to be abufed with [uch relations , where Re-
Ligion js concerned in them, The excellent manner of relaving wonders,
in Sacred Wrir, The convidtion of an Enthufiaft or & Superftitions per-
fon, why greatly difficult. Projeffours almeft in every Science, Why fo
readily attended to? The Philofophical ftudy of Prodigies commended,
An acquicfcence in the prefens difpenfarions of Providence, an effectual
remedy againft curiofiry,

T might poffibly be expefled that chis difcourfe fhould have
Imuch’d more clofely uponthe occafion , and have come to amore
diftinét view , and particular examination of ( atleaft ) fome of
thofe ftrange relatians which of late, have been preftupon the faith
of the Nation, with fo greata confidence, and fo troublefom an im-
portunity. An undertaking which I purpofely declined, looking at
1t as Needlefs, Difficulr and #nprofirable, ‘

Firlt, Asinicfelf, Needlefrs For, (befides that1 think it hard to
finde a faith thatcan fwallow any fuch Camel-ftories, as many of
them in all the circumftances with which they are fwell’d out , ap-
peartobe ) thereare norelations in the world, which we may with
greater reafon, arreft upon fufpicion of impofture, then fuch as thefe
are. And thae

1. Becaufe of the ignorance of the greater part of their Aiteffours, in
Aatural Philsfoply. Now where men look upon an objelt (ftrange and
prodigious ) cthrough fo grofls and chick 2 mediwm, it is no tref] afs
againit charityto believe they fometimes report them be yond their
proper and jult figuresand dimenfions. It isthe nature of ignorance
fingere fimul ¢° credere,

2. Religion fecms much concerned in fuch relations, Now men ( like
Faceb ) willbe ready to venture upon a lie for a greatbleffing [ the
advancement of Religion] Befides, as Atheifm gives all eventsto
the fecond, fo Superlition ( Religion fcar'd out of its wits ) gives
all folely o the firlt caufe, and is therefore quickly perfwaded to fill

~out itsrelations with all the examples of wonderfull and extraordi-

nary, that effefts may appear the more Worthy of the immediate
power of God. Moreover, blinde and ignorant fears of God, make
the minde impreflive toany kinde of religious Legends. Never was
the world more truly Levopd oy i) copiopday sdeo (as Philoftyles iv)
a Region of lies and fallacies, then inthe more dark and ruder times
of Gentilifm and Popery, when an ignorant devotion toward God
had made Religion aimﬂi{ nothing buta continued hiftory of prodi-
gies,




Wy ; iy

Seck,2. Conceyning Prodigies Penal. io1

gics, apparitions , miracles | wvoices from the clouds, and thelike : and
therefore the Lord Bacon, advifing a jutt bifiery of Prodiges, vo di- Nov.Organ.
rect to the true interpretacion of Nature and know ledge of caufes, |, 2, Aphor
gives in this prudent Caveat , Maxime habenda [une pro fufpeéiis que 19
pendent. guomodocungue d Religione, ut prodigia Livil, ¢5'c, ( Superftiz
tion (asit is {aid of the viper ) bites off that head , weakens and
foftens that faculty of reafon, by which it did ac firft conceive; and
makes itreceptive of any odd fancies and impreflions,

3o The firength of thefe Relations ( like that of Nifus inthe Poet)
lies generally in the weak bair of fome fingle or double vefiimony. Now
as there is little reafon to concetve a whole Nation concern’d in the
vifions of one or two private perfonsy: if they were true. (Gods{igns
and wonders which were intended asleffons toa Nation , or. poite-
rity: , being generally attefted by numbers; ) {0 as/lictle reafon to
hang the weight of o f{eriousa faith and grear affections in Religion
upon fo {lender a wire , as the teftimony of one , perhaps two , or
three'men (infuch matters)is. The Romanes of old, though dsape to
{wallow fuch prodigious ftories as any , yet uled vochew them firlt
by a ferious examination (f{ometimes by the publick Magiftrate )
made of the credit of the Acteftours; and eruch of the Relations: And
we fhall finde (in Livy) prodigious accidents fometimes paft by
without any religious regards, v#3. where the teftimony appear’din-
competent ; and this , left what was intended a dévotion to their
Deities, might chance to prove a mockery. _

4. Somemen feem cven narurally » fabularum proci, the viery courters
of fables and Legends. Either out of 4 native vanity and emptinefs of
minde, whereby ( like the Cameleon ) they are better pleafed with Quidam ix-
aery then fubftantial nourithment : or4 mean kinde 3} ambition of be- ¢redibilinm
ing look’d at and {tared upon by the ruder multitude, who Cin all relarn, com-
likelihood ) would negleét them if their books and difcourfes Were mendationens
not fomewhat antick and extraordinary. Hence the men can fcarce parant ¢o Le-
relate any matter ( HPE”“{’ if going a little off from common and Forem alind
quotidian ) but it muft look big, and borrow fomewhat of a Ro- s@urum_fi per
mance, guotidiana

Very obfervable therefore , the manner of the relation of any duceretur,mi-
greatwonders, in Sacred Writ; wherein we fhall finde the moft glo- raculo exci-
riousdifplays of the Divine power , delivered in that ﬁm{!licu:}f and ranr, Qui-
coolnefs of ityle, in thatlax and general way, with aslittle of ecfta- dam rﬁfu!f,
cy and emotion of mindeappmnn%_inthe Relatour , asiffome vul- guidam negli-
gar. and quotidian occurrence had fallen before him : that fo there gentes, qui-
might not appear any {ymptoms of that common itch.in men to tell bufdam men-
ftrange ftofies, or any affe€tation of firangenefs and che common ducium obre-
wonder, ora geear folicitouinels to raife the efieem of that caufeor pir, quibuf-
party, to which they were an honourable teftunony from heaven, dum placer.
10 the minds of men, Sen. Nat.
| Secondly, Suchan undertaking would prove exceeding difficuls. It be- Qul.7.c.16,
ing much moreeafy tobeleeve many'a {trange ftory,then to attempe
its refure 5 efpecially where the Scene thereof islaid at a great cFL
ftance off. Befides, very difficulitis to make any ﬂead}rjuggemenr_
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of fome Prodigiés, without an aftual prefence tothem 5 fuchareshe
waier of ponds | or founsains rurn’d (asit 1s prevended) neo bloud, the
interruptionof the current of rivers, fome [pots as of bloud, difcovered apon
ftones or ftatues, ¢re. the caules of which appearances, wall fcarce be
ever hit, by perfons which ftand at a greacdiftance , and underftand
not the condicion of the fealon , climate, water, varth, whenand
where the events fell out.

3, The nndertaking would have preved wvery unferviceable to our main
purpofe, for,

1. Our defigne wasnot the difparagement of the Perfons of our
Adverfaries (of which any attemptupon their credic would have
beenindifted ) bue of their caufe.

2. A'folicitous enquiry into the truth of the Relstions, would
have been concluded a tacitacknowledgementof the value and fi+
gnificancy ofthem, ifthey fhould chance to prove truths.

3. ‘Having cut off the neck of this Opinion [ thofe precarious
principles it holdsof ] a cucting off che particular heads, [mofiftrous
relations ] which girﬂw upon it: would be secdle(s; nay endlefs , for
others would quickly rife up incheir places.

4. Wehave (asTarqunissdid the heads of the taller poppies)
direétly ftruck ar the credit and fignificancy of the moft emnent and
pretending Prodigies, [ Comets and Apparitions

5. 1 conceiv’d that more words would have been but loftupon
perfons, which ( afterall thachath beenfaid ) have a great devo-

Philofophi i~ tion for this anc ient Idol' [ the Opinionof Prefages by Prodigies.) Spe-
perfticisfi oo Culative erronrs generally feorn che truch | praélical errours hate it,

o gurdves

pené Fanati

malle viden-

tur quam fe
effe incpros,

butvit is the ufage of :Superflition and Enthufiafin to fear it : be-
caufkinrthe two former, [elf onely, bur in the lateer God is prefum’d
elpecially concern’d; All the imagesand fiftions of the brain (like
thofé in the fancies of Poets) being tranflated prefentlyinto hea-
ven , and Gods honour and counfels chought to ftand or fall wich

Tul. de Diy. them.

L2,

6. ‘Becaufe as for perfons of more free and unengaged minds, and
that ufe not to belicve withour asking themfelves why | 1 wasnot
withour fome hopesthat whav hath been already difcours’d in this
Argurent, may {nfice to cheir refolutionand fatisfadtion; Upon all
which accoums, 1 did not conceive it neceffary to concern my felf
in any folicitousenquiries intothe truthor falthood of particular re-
lations, ora tedious difcovery of the lightnefs and mfignificancy of
them fingly, and apares and fo to kill this Superftition (asthey do
fome kinde of vermin ) by paresand pieces. &

Afrerall that hath been already faid, before I concludethe Read-
ers task and my own , I conceive it neceflary to call him to.a netice
of that ftrong and almoft catholick propenfion in ourtature, (againt
the reproaches even of our underitanding parc., andthe loud voice
of a great experience ) to entertain with akinde of ‘facred regard,

erfons who affume to themfelves an-ability to do or know hugely
Eeynnd the common ftandard of humane atcamnmenes.: Of which
kinde of ‘Mountebanks , therenever wanted éxamples inall ﬁras
an
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and Sciences. T Afironemy,; weare detain’'d with the vain words of
fome that tellusof a Scriptura celeflis | of the fates and dettinies of
Nations and Princes , the iffuesof any great Aélions, written upon
the great fcroll of heaven and plainly legible by the Sons of Are:
of 2 way and method of d'eriving down and continuing the ver-
nes of Planets and Conftellations in certain images prepared ac-
cording to art. In Natural Philofophy , we are as much abufed by
others, which tell us of 2 way to procure Prophetical dreams, to ex-
ale all bodies intogold, to make mighty impreffions upon the air, to
advance imagination to :tcapacui- of working wonders both upon
the minds of men,and (even greatly diftant) bodies: ofan art to read
and expound all the cryptick /imes in your hand and face. In Me-
dichs » we have fome confident undertakers o refcue the Science
from all its reproaches and difhonours , nay to.cut off the very en-
¢ail of death from'mankinde. In Science in Géneral, we meet With
fome ofthe fons of pride whichtell us of an Ars riragna, a Panfophia; a
method o blefs man with the réal fubftance of that happinefs [ 4
univer(al knowledge ] the catchingatwhofe vainand flying thadow
coft him the lofs of Paradife. In Divinity, Gads behold atroup cometh
of perfons which begin their enquiries where all wife men makean

end [ Cabalifts, pretenders to Revelations, toan underftanding of

figns, andmyfberious prophecics; firange providinces, things to come 5 the
protended myftevics wrapt upin she facred numbens and namess the intent
and-meaning of Prodigies, fome morc (piritual difcoverics and myficrions
notions in Religion, &c.

All which pretenders to a 7 @evardy, fomewhat beyond the com-
aton fize of humane ability , menare eafily perfwaded into great
thoughtsof, either becaufe inmagnis vel voluifje mivandum, o becaule
all thefe pretencesare but the manyand varjous repeats of that firft
and moft lﬂ\'ltilag tempeation [ the promife of a more rais'd and ex-
cellent knowledge , t\';lm we have already ] or becaufe the general
ignorance of fuch pretenders; helps them rofec off their wares and
themfelves, witha great confidence, whichhath the power of falci-
nation uponweaker minds, perfons not fecured by the countercharm
of a great knowledge and refolution.

And therefore 1 think it not fafe to truft the conftancy of our
minds againg all opinjon of Prophecies; Omens, Signs of times, Pre-
fiﬁcs by Prodigies, asalfothofeother splendide vuga ( nearly rela-
ted to them ) juft now mentioned , folely with reafon and argu-
mene. Itis a lietle neceflary to confronta inde of (ullen refolution,
acainft , to an almoft obftinate propenfion of minde rowards them,
And if menwould once value cheirUnderftandings fo far | as to.call
all fuch huskyand curious artsand fludies(as the Chaldee O raciedoth
all divinations; by the Exrz, the motionsof birds, {moke, &'t,

! " AdUppa w2
"E el dadmis el T ==
but the recreations and entertainments of children , and the weak
fupports of the gainfulltrade of cheating and impofture, they would
all F]ikc Fibleswhich want Aunditonrs ) quickly fink 1nto darknefs
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104 Concerning Prodigies Penal, Sed.2”

and filence : bit aslong as theve are any perfons in thé world trouble 4
with the fits of the firft Morher (curioficy and pride) there will never be!
wanting fome that will thruft any tuch rotten and wifavoury fhuf
under their nofes,, _ . ' o o

1f men were once perfwaded into a great refolution againft a1}
fuch fubtile vanities, and difficule impertinences, the price of real
and fubftantial wifdom would quickly rife inthe world; and the
Tree of Knowledge (thefefuckers which are ready to ftirve it, being
ence thrown off) would thrive and {pread ; men;when they’ came
to difcourfe, Would be more fure of each others principles; and
Hc]if,ion would ‘be no longer render’d tothe. negle& and fcorn of
fubtile men, becaufe:appeaningto thenm bur acold form of fome ipi-
tifullmodesand obfervations, a fyftem of blind fears, or leanand
1gnorant imaginacions, : bib 53 3123 s

W hat hath been hitherto difcourtt (if it any where feem to hic)
hath notbeen at all levell'd againit the Ebila(ophrcal fiudy oEPrﬁd_i%ies.
or intended any difparagement of all fober inquiries intd, or hiftory
of the'Hereroclita Natura, preternatural generations, or any fnflan-
tizvarigntes eitherin Heaven or Eatth. Itisto be withethat chere
werea kind of Philofophy-office, wherein all fuch unufual occur-
renceswere regiftred ; norin {uch fabulons and antick circumftances
wherein they ftand recorded in: the:writers of Natural Magick (de-
figning nothing but wonder in their Readers) nor'with a fuperiti-
tious obfervation of any fuch dreadfull events with which fuchrela-
tions are ufually ftain’d, in the wricers which jntend. 2 fervice tore-
ligion inthem: Bueinfuchfaithfull notices of their feveral eircum-
ftances, as might aflift the underftanding 1o make a true judgement
oftheir Natures and Occafions. Such a Hiflorywould: ferve the re-
prehenfionof feveral maximes: in Phitofophy, - deliver’d mpon a fcanty
and hafty infpeétion: of Nature(a$ prefented: to; yiew butin fome
one pofture) and would give Religion a freedom from itsmore dan-

Verulam, de
Augm,Scien.

Lz.coz, gerous (becaufe lels fufpefted Adverfary) Superftizion: for asa di-

inét and full view of fecond caufes; begets religion, (becaufé necef-
fanily diretting theeye, ac laft, upon theFidi) a fuperficial andim-
peifell notice, Atheifm, (which.like the bat. is noted to flicabroad
in the thexwilight, in a kind of middle ftate.between the darknefs of
gnorance-and lightof knowledge) fo, anutter igndrance of caufes
natural, leads (in more foftand impreflive minds, efpecially) to fu=
perftision, a flavifh obfervance of and blind devotion toward God.
Allthe words therefore which have been beftow’d upon this ar-
ument, have been direted folely to thedifcourageing of a fuper-
ﬁiu’m Jiudy of the fingularicies in natuce, and all regards of them as
Brognefticks of any future evils; and approaching alterations.in the
ftate. W hich thac they may take the rmfi.;-f hold of the Reader(even
blunt nayls will enter a foft and yielding matter) I doe with agreat
f:rioufnefs recommend to his affetions and endeavours, A perfed
complacency ¢ dcqnfrﬁmcf inall the Frr{m: allotments o f divine providence,
For itis only when men are fick of things prefent, that they long for
variety, and therefore have a very forward faith and; affeétion for
whatfoever
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whatfoever prophecies and figns feem to give them the hopes and
promifesthereof, AsNature hath feated 10 fome bodies a kind of
reftlefs defire of change, and motion from their prefent fate, fo bu-
mour, (orintereft) hathplac’d in fome minds a Kind of perpetual mo-
tion; aneternal defire DIPchange and alteration : And therefore Fro-
phecies, Omens, Stories of Prodigics, fhall be readily attended o and
contended for, for thele things feed that humour, becaufe encou-
rageing in loolers che hopes of a better game by fome new fhuffling
and curtting, and in all perfons, not pleas’d with whar plealeth God,
of a great change of aftairs: in {tate.

Whereas a true [on of wifdom, dath imiﬂsbf 7 ovufanor]a (as the
Moralift fpeaks) hearaly kifs and embrace all the iffues of the divine :
wifdom and goodnefs: forhe is not fo vain 4s to meafure: the wildom
and goodnefs of all the refults of Gods counfels by the refefence they
bear tothe litele ends, interefls, or opgnions of io inconfiderable a
piece ofthe world as himfelf; or to thunk histwo eyes can fee more
then thofe many in'the wheels of providence 5 He believes all events
to be either good in themfelves; or in'cheirends andifiues. And
therefore he'can live quictly ex sempore, and poflefs himfelf inrpeace
though indefticurion of any figns and tokens, common prophecies Ji
or prodigies to tell him news, and to read to Himche hiftory ofa
“future time. Sollicitous inquiries into the condition of timesto come, ;
are planied by curiofity, water’d by a great difguft of things before us; /
and receive increafe from weak fears in reference to bereafrer 5 againft pag 4, 15
all which peffes anime, a quick and altive per{wafion that the moft High PR 7 iy
ruleth in the Kingdoms of men, and his wifdom and goodnefs prefide 1n !
all affairs of the world, is an eafy and perfelt Antidote ; and by .
confequence, againt all regards to prodigies; Prophecies, Omens,the
tokens and expreflions of them,

3. i
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