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ECGLES. 1L 29,

For Gﬂcfgh’ftf: to a man Ifrfzr 15 gqu in bis ﬁgfrf,
wifdom, knowledge, and joy.

%Hen the Author of this Book , the

know andto [earch ro feek out wifdois,
and the reafon (or nature) of things,
} and fummed up the Account of ‘all;
Article by Article, one by one, to
find out the thread of Nature, and
the Plann of its great Author; tho his Joul [foupht
sfter it, yer the Riddle wastoo dark, he, even he,
could:noc difcover it : Bur one man amony a thoufand
he did find, and happy was he in that difcovery’, ‘if
among all the: Thoulands' that he knew, he fouad
One counting Figure for {6 many Cyphers, which the
they encreafed the Number, yet did not fivell up the
Account, but were ‘foimany Nothings; or lefs .and
worfé than Nothings, according’ to his eftimate of
Men and Things.

We have reafon racher to think that by « Thon/faud

i to be meant a vaft: and ‘indefinite namber ; other-
wile it mult be confefled that Solomon’s Age was: in-
A 3 deed
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A Sermon at the Funeral

deed a Golden one, if 1t pmduced ene Man, to a
[houfand that carry only the name and figure, but
that do not anfiwer the end and excellency of their
being. The difierent Degrees.and Ranks of Men,
with relation to their inward powers and excellencies,
is a {urprizing but, melancholly Oblervation: Many
{eem to have only a Mechanical Life, asif there were
a moving and {peakingSpring within them, equally
void both of Reafon and Gooddels. The whale race
of men is for {o many years of Life, littlebetter than
encreafing Puppits ; many are Children to their Lives
end: The Soul does for a large portion of Life, fjok
i holly irdtorthe Body inithat {hadow of death, blf:q;:;
¢hat.confumes: fo much of 'our;titie ; the feveral dil-
ordersof the Body, the Blood and the Spirits, do fo far
{ubdue and mafter the Mind, astomake it think,att,
and fpeak according; to the difierert ferments™ that
are in.the humaoirsiof. the B’Jd}' » and when thele
cealc to play, the Soul isable to hold its tenure no
longer :. Allthele are {trange and amazing fpecula-
ttons ! and force oneto cry out:, WE'I"I, did ﬂl_'i.'h . &
perfelt Being make fuch feeble and:imperfett Creas!
tures P _E’Ifrlifhf_r', I,'{.-;-;rg ,i'.f,?ﬂ! !.‘r..ffm made s"{.l':'l IR T uarn S 'I-]lﬂ'
Seeret is|yet mare 4ftonifhing ;- wlhen-thelfroward-
nefs; the pride and ill-nature, the ignorance, folly’
and fury-that hang upen this; poor flattered Crea-
ture, sareq likewile;broughtiinto the:AccountiicHe
ehat by-all)his ebltrvationy-and, ewmereafe of knowledge,
onlv exncresfeth forrow, while be fees thatwhat s wine-

10 cannot be wumbred, and that which is crooked cannot
o, Doade J-'.-',-_.g,-.__g',-}rj' 5 rempttd to- go about, and awith
Sl g, £ pragict bisé pears ¢ d rl'tf,’:f;*:f.!'r ﬂf .*h"f tive daboar
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of the Hon'* Robert Bu'y-l;.

But as there is a'dark fide of Humane Nature, 'fo
vhere is likewife a bright one. The flights and compalfs
of awakened Souls is no lefs amazing. The vaft croud
of Figures that lieina very narrow corner of theBrain,
which a good memory, and a lively imagination, can
fetch out in great order,and with much beauty : The
{trange reaches of the Mind in abftratted Speculations,
and the amazing progrefs that is made from fome
fimple Truths into Theories, tlrat are the admiration
as well as the entertainment of the thinking part of
mankind; The fagacity of apprehending and judg-
ing , even at the greateft diftance ; The elevation:
that is given to Senfe, and theSenfible powers, by
the invention of Inftruments; and which is above
all, the firength that a few thoughts do fpread into
the mind, by which it'is made capable of doing:
or {uffering the bardeft things ; theLife which they
give 4 and the Calm which they bring , dre all {o
unaccountable, that take all together, a Man is a
{trange huddle, of Light and Darknels , of Good"
and Evil, and of Wildom and Folly. The fame:
Man, not to mention the difference that the feve-
ral Ages of Life make upon him, feels himfelf in:
{ome minutes fo different from what he is in the other-

rts of his Life; that as the one fly away with him
into the tranfports of joys; {o the other do no lefs
fink him into:the depreffions of {forrow : He {carce
knows himlelf- in the one, by what he was in the
other : Upon all which, when one confiders a Man
both within and without, he concludes that he is
both wonderfully, and alie fearfully made : That in
one fide of him he is but a little Jower than Angels,
and inanother;a listle,a very lictle higher than Beafts. .
Bug
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But - bow aftonifhing foever this Speculation
of the medly and contrariety in. our compofition
may be, it contributes to raife our efteem the high-
er, of fuch perfons as feem to ‘have arifen above,
(if not all, yet) all the emipent frailties of hu-
mane -nature; that have ufed their, Bodies -only as
Engines and Inftruments to their Minds, without
any other care about them, but to keep: them 'in
cocd: cafe, bt for the ufes they! pur them: fo'; 'that
have: brought their fouls: to:a purity which can
{carce appean credible to thofe who do not ima-
aine that to be: poffible to another, which is fo
tar| our of their own reach; and whofe Lives have
fhined in a_counrfe of -many years, with no more
allay nor mixture, than what juft ferved to {hew
that they were of the fame humane nature with
others ; who have lived in a conltant contempt. of
Wealth; Pleafure, or the Greatnels of this World ;
whofe “minds have been :in ‘as conftant a: purfiit
of Knowledg, in all the feveral ways in which they
could trace ir; who have added pew Regions of
their own dilcoveries, and that in a vaft variety
to alt that they had/ found -made before them ;
who ‘have direfted all their enquiries into Nature
to. the Honour of its. great Maker : And have
joyned two things, thit: how much: foever they
may {eem irelated,, yet have been found fo feldom
together . that thesWorld: has beeni tempted. to
thsk/them inconfiftent ; a conltant looking into
Nature , and a yeo more conftane frudy of Re-
ligion:, "and -a- dirething: and jmpm‘ving of the
one bytherother;y and whoto a:depth ‘of ‘Knowledg
whithoften makes men morofe;. andi wo @ heighth'of
Piety
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Piety, which too often maf{r:t-; them fa.:n;r::, have add-
ed all the foftnefs of Humanity, and all the tender-
nefs of Charity, an obliging Civility, as well as a
melting kindnefs: when allthele do meet in the fame
pf*ricm, and that in eminent degrees , we may jultly
pretend that we have alfo made So/omos’s obfervation
of owe man; but alas! the Ageis not {o fruicful of fuch,
that we can add one amon? a ffifr.'ff:;m.-f.

To fucha man the Characters given in the words
of my Text, do truly agree, That God.giveth to him
that is "r:.ud in his fiohty 1 f-"r:!"-":i'.i._, n.hf.-“ edg and Joy :
The L a¢ thar 1s here before us, does o : ”_]"'LL. to ;f;g;
that I have read, that the J'-'l;pphi,l'l"'tl will be {o ealie,
that ic will be almoft needlefs, after I have a little
opened it.

A man that is govd in the fizht of God,isa Charater
of great extent: Goodnefs is the probity and purity
of the Mind , fhewing it lelf in a courfe of fedate
Tranquilicy, of a contented ’ratL of Life, and of Ver-
tuous and Génerous Adtions. A good man is one that
confiders what are the beft Principles of his Nature,

and’ the higheft Powers of his Soul ; and what are
the grnatc& and the beft things that 'Chﬂ}’ are capable
of ; and that likewile obferves what are the diforders
and depreflions, the inward difeales and miferies ,
which tend really toleflen and to corrupt him; and
that therefore intends to be the purelt; the wileft, and
the nobleflt Creature that his nature.cancarry him to
be, thatrenders himfelf as clean and 1nnocent,as free
from defigns and paffions, as much above appetite
and pleafure, and all that finks che Soul deeper into
the body ;that isas tender and u:mp'uﬁnn’-tt:: as gentle
and good natured as he can pollibly make him{elf to
B be
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be. This is the good man in my Text; that rifes as
much as he can above hisbody, and above this world,
above his lenfes, and the imprellions that fenfible ob-
jects make upon himj that thinks the greateft and beft
thing he can do, is to awaken and improve the feeds
and capacities to Vertue and Knowledg, that are in
his nature ; to raife thofe to the Nobleft objets,
to put them in the righteft merhod, and to keep them
ever 1 tune and temper : and that with relation to
the reft of Mankind, confliders him{elf as a Citizen
of the whole world, and as a piece of Humane Na-
ture ; that enters into the concerns of as many per-
fons as come within his Sphere , without the nar-
rownefs or partiality of meaner regards ; that thinks
he ought to extend his care and kindnels as far as
his capacity can go; thac ftrecches the Inftances of
this, to the utmoft corners of the earth; if cccafion
is given for it ; and that intends to make: mankind
the better, the wifer, and the happier, for him in
the fucceeding as well as in the prefent Genera-
glon.

This is the Good man in God’s fizbr, who does
not aft-a part, or put on a Mask ; who.is not fog
fome time in a conftraint, till the defign is compaft,
for which he put himfelf under that force; but is-
truly anduniformly good, and is really a better man
in {ecret, than even he appears to be; fince all his
defigns and projefts are worthy and great : Nu-
ture , Accidents and Surprizes may be fometimes
too quick and too hard for him ; yet thefé' cannot
reach his hearr, nor change the fecled meafures of
his life ; which are all pure and noble. And tho
the errrars of this good man’s conduét may in fome
things
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things give advantages to bad men, who are alwavs
fevere cenfurers ; yyet hrs un :[PL"E""'.&LJ:L co mfmrt is, That
he can make his fecre Ap ;rha": to God, who Knows
che whole of his "Cﬂ]t as well as the whole of his

life ; and tho here and there, things may be found

that look not quite fo well, and'thar do-indeed an.

L ,_I._,,_
pear worlt of all to him{e!lf, who refle@s the oftene
and thinks the moft heinoud ly of them : yet by me

furing Infinite-Goodnefs with his own pm] l]”l[}ﬂ ol

ir, and by finding that he can very gently [u's over
many and great defu'm 1n one whofe p.mun es-and
defigns feem to be ﬂl' purc and good; he from that con-

cludes, That thofe allowances muft be yet-infinively
greater, where the {Jnmrcfb is infinite ; '{o being af-
lured wichin himfelf, that his vitals, his inward imn
ciples,and the fchemeand courfe of his life are good,
he from thence railes an humble confidence in him-
felf, which tho it does not, as indeed it oughe not,
free him from having ftill' low thoughrs of hisy.
felt, iyet icd elivers him from all d]ﬁ‘,nrm“ !*11 and
imr{::rw and gi u.; him a firm co ~._;-H, in the love
and :"l}DdﬂCf‘:- of God, out of whichrhe will often fee!
;mim redible {ource of {arisfa&ion rr.d joy-, *P”“E'

mgup mhis mind. |A man who is thus 004 - 113
the fignt of God, ‘has, as one may truly think, hap.
pimn cn-n.;h v'**‘wn him{elf, But :L, s not all
his reward, ner s icall turned over into a Rever-

fion. 'We have here a fair particuiar ‘given us,” by
one thats dealc as :‘much both in Wil -]L,.Lj' :-] I'-L;:[i_,-'_
asever mandid; wthorun the whole compafs s of plea:

{m f, buGnéfs and learning, withthe freelt range, ‘and

in thelgreatoft variety and who n many repe it_'.f
Experiments I.r.. w the ftrong and the weak f{ides o

B2 thiges::
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things : He then who had found the vamity, the /e-
boar, the fore travel, and the vexation of fpirir, that
was 10 all orher things; the many dilappointments
tbat were given by them, and the painful refleCtions
that did arife our of them {fo fenfibly, that they made
bim hate life for the fake of all the Jabowr that be-
fonged to it, and evew ro make his heart defpair of all
the travel be had wnderpene, gives us in thele words
another view of the efteCt of true Goodnefs, and of
the happy comfequences that follow i.

The firlt of thele is Wifdems, not the art of craft
and difimulation ; the cunning of deceiving or un-
dermining others: not only the views that fome men
may have of the {prings of humane nature, and the
art of turning thefe ; which is indeed a Nobler
Scene of Wifdom, by which Societies are conduted
and maintained. But the chief afls and inltances
of true Wildom, are once to form right judgments
of all things; of their value, andof their folidity;
to form great and noble thoughts of God, and juit
and proper ones of our {elves; to know what we
are capable of, and fit for ; to know what is the
erue good and happinels of Mankind , which makes
Societies fafe , and Nations flourifh, This is folid
Wifdom, that is not mil-led by falle appearances,
nor impoled on by vulgar opinions. This was the
Wifdom that firft brought men together, that ta-
med and correced their matures ; and eltablifhed
all the art aad good Government that was once
in the world ; but which has been almoft rotally
defaced by the arts of Robbery and Murder, the true
names for Congueff ; a {pecious colour for the two
worft things that humane nature is capable of, In-
juflice and Cruelty. Wi fdows.
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Wifdoss 1n grofs , s the forming true Prin-
ciples, the ' laying good Schemes, the imploy-
ing proper Inftruments, and the chuling fir fea-
{ons for doing the belt and nobleflt things thac can
arife our of humane nature. This 1s the defence as
well as the a/ory of Mankind : Wifdom gives fife

.

o him that i:;.:!.r':r ify 1F 15 better thai J-‘fr'.rf._'_r'.':'f, and betle
than weapons of war 5 It 15, in one word, the Image of
God, and the Excellency of Man. It is here called
the Gift of God ; the feed of it 1s laid in our Nature,
but there mult be a proper dilpofition of body,a right
figure of brain, and a due temper of blood to give
it fcope and materials, Thefe muft alfo be cultiva-
ted by an exact education; {o that when all thefe
things are laid together, 1t is plain in how many re-
{peCts Wifdom comes from God. There are allo
happy flights, and bright minutes, which

open to men great Landskips, and give them a fuller
profpect of things, which do often arife out of no
revious Meditations, or chain of thought, and thele
are flafhes of light from its Eternal {ource, which
do often break in upon pure minds. They are not En-
thufiafms, nor extravagant pretenfions,but true views
of things which appear {o plain and fimple, that
when they come to be examined, it may be jultly
thought that any onc could have fallen upon them,
and the fimplelt are always the likelt to be the
erueft. In fhort, a pure mind is both better pre-
ared for an enlightning from above, and more ca-
pable of receiving it ; the nacoral ftrength of
mind is awakned as well as recollected ; falle
Bialfes are removed ; and let prophane minds
laugh at it as much as they pleale, there is a fe-
cret commerce between God and the Souls of good
men ;

partitular




- T '

A Sermon at 'the Euneral

—— — s s e— i

B qu; ‘They fLLL t} mﬁm,m,ﬂ. of ‘Heaven, and
come bo th the wifer and tIlc better for them:

Iheir thoughts become nobler as well as freer ; and
an is of {0 ]'.:lﬂ a C m;:oﬁ:icn but thar witha
;3;':;[:‘.1;.1: of goodnefs, and a due meafure of applica.
1y become more capable of thefe, than
any other that is on the famelevel with his m, asto his
nanm! powers, could ever grow to be, if corrupted
with " Vice and Defilement.
Knonledge comes nexe; Thisis that which opens
the mind, and fills it with great Notions ; the
viewing the Woiks of God even in a general fur-
vey , gives infenfibly a :t:d‘;”th to the Soul. But
the more extended and exalt, the ‘more minute and
i- vere,, the Enquiry be, the Soul grows to be
thereby the more inlarged by the wvariety of Ob-
{ervation m it 15 made, cuhhr on the {;1Lat Orbs
and Wheels that 'have their firlt motion'; -as well
as their Taw of - m oving, from the E‘mzf.;}r of ally
or on the compolition of' Bodies, on  the Regula-
1'1'1:5::5, as well as the Irregularities of Nature ; and
that Mimickry of its he eat and motion that Hrtm-
cial Fires do p roduce an fhew. This Knowledge
goes mto the Hiftory of Paft Times, ‘and Remote
Climates ; :1:‘? vith thofe livelier C".J-:"" vations on
Art and Nature, which give a plealant entertain-
ment and amufement to thL mind , there are r.:unn
ed in inrm, the feverer ftudies, l]1u more laborious
as well as the lefs-pleafant ﬁ'll{].':a of Languages, ion
defign to 'underftand “the - fenfe; as well as the
difcoveries of former Ages: and ‘my re particularly
to find out the true fenfe of the facred ‘v“nunm
Thele are all the feveral varieties of ‘the' moft ule-

tul parts of Knowledge ; and thele do fpread over

i,

all
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all the powers of the Soul of him that is capable
of them,a fort of noblenelss thar makes him become
thereby another kind of Creature than otherwife
he could ever have been : He hasa lllg;;- fize of Soul,
and valter thoughts, that can meafure the Spheres,
and enter into the Theories of the Heavenly Bo-
dies; that can obferve the p=‘n[“t:sl't10n of Lines, and
Numbers, the compoficion and mixtures of the feve-
ral forts of Beings. This World, this Life, and
the mad Scene we are in, grow to be but litcle
and inconfiderable things, to one of great views
and noble Theories: and he who is upon the true
{cent of real and ufeful lxnuulu‘;e has always
fome great thing or other in profpect ; new Scenes
do open to lnmjI and thefe draw nﬂr:r them Di I
coveries, which are often made before even thof
who made them were either aware, or in EH[‘JL—
&ation of them: Thele by an endlels: Chain are
fidl pointinﬂ' at, or leading into further Difcove-
ries. In all I:hChL:, a man feels as [enfibly, -and d'
{tinguifhesas plainly an improvement ;::fthh (trengch
and compafs of his powers, from- the feeble-
nefs which |g'mlarf_ﬂ and floth bring upon them,
'15 a man in health of body candif 1;11{?!11111 berween
the life and ftrength which '1c':,mnraaw it , ‘and
*hc flacpels and Iﬂt‘lfflllm‘lu.‘: that! Difeafes bring
vith them. . This LE‘llEI‘”EB:l Man’s Empire over the
Creation, and makes it more entirely {ubje&t to
him by the Engines it invents to fubdue and ma-
nage it , . by thc diffeCtions: in which it is more
opmﬂd to: his view, and by the obfervation of
what is profitable or' hurtful 1n every part of it :
from which he: is led to correft the one, and ex-
alt the other.  This leads him into the knewledge

LAY
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of the hidden Vertues that are in Plants and Mi-

erals ; this teaches him to purify thefe from the
Allays that are wrapped about them, and to im-
orove them by other mixtures. In a word, t]tii
ts a man nro the Mylteries of Nature: it gives
him both the Keys that cpen it, and a Thread
thar will lead him further ;5"*'1 he durlt I‘:r:m;liu
himfelf ac firt, We can eafily ||";“,'L-'L{I the
{urpriling joy of one born blind, that after many
years of darknels, fhould'be bleft with fight, and
the leaps and life of . ‘thought , [har fuch a
one: fhould feel vpon fo ravifhing a ‘change; fo
the new Regions into which a true Son of Know-
ledge enters, the new L)uu.da, nd the various
{hapes of them that do daily prelent themlelves
to him, give his mind a h.;fht,, ara t.:::.m.{ and a
refined joy, that is of another nature than "all the
foft and bewitching Pleafures of fenfe. And tho
the higheft reaches of knowledge do more clearly
difcover the weaknefs of our fhort-fighted powers,
and fhew us difhiculties that gave us no pain be-
fore, becaule uedjd not appmi,cnd them ; {o that in

this refpe€t, he that iucreafes H,.:«*..f.,{ﬁe, increafes

forrow : Yet it is a real plealureto a Searcher after

Truth, to be undeceived, to fee how far he can
go, and where he muft make his ftops: It istrue,
he finds he cannot compais all that he hath pro-
poled to himlelf, yet he is both in view of i,
and in the way to it, where he finds fo many
noble Entertainments ; thac though he. cannot
find out the whole work of God, which the
Preacher tell us, that though & wife man thinks
he may kmow it , yet even 1";* fa’rj,re:'f not. be able
to find it our; yet he has this real {arisfattion in
himfelf,



e e—

Ff the H " i obert'Boyle.

thimfelf, Hm:hL }*w; g*r“"t‘r I‘v}ttrvﬁ nobler Wiews,
ard fimer, Apprf‘n gfions “then'“he ‘could " 'have ¢ver
falicn “upon’ iy any  other méthed of hle:
TI"HL wledee, thoughit may feem to'be meerly the
effeét of t‘V” ity ‘of ‘labour, and mhlll!‘,,*tr It 15
really 2he ?rfj.rrf t}m’ The ‘c2 pacity -of our i’f_mcr.--:
4nd tfn. c’ui ﬂt] (ftron-of our Mitid§ -are’in a'great mea-
fuire born with us : The circumftances’ and aecidénts of
our fives depe ‘ni fo imMedidtely upon-Providercey
that i all thefe refpeéts, knowledge comies, ‘at leaft
in the preparations to it, from God : There are’al{o
many happy openings of thought, which-arife witht
in-the minds of the fearchers’ after if,"to ‘whichthey
did‘not lead themfelves by any precious -infevénces
or 'by 'the“comparing of things tegéther.” That,
which the Language of the World calls chance, bapp
accidents, or good ftars, but is according to ‘a -more
fanéhified diale& prot mf'erm has L'nmught many. Wor-
derfut ‘fecrets by unlookt for hits, to the knowledge

of ‘men.- The ufe of the Loadftone,’ and'thd éxtent nf'

fight by Telefcopes, befides a vaft variery ' of ' other
el gs that might be named, were ind leed the im-
mediate gifts of God to thofé who firft fell upon
thert, And the profoundeft Inquirers into the'greatcft
myfteries of Nature, have and' {till do “own this, in {0
particulat 2 ‘manner, that -they affitm, that things
that in {ome hands, and at’ fome times are fuccefsful
almoft to' a Prodigy, when managed by ‘others with
all poffibl *r:mur't, s do faib 1 the “effedts-of them fo
totally, ‘that “the’ difference can’be refolved 'into
noth ]"‘l‘-" but'a fecret diretion wd blefling' ‘of" Pro-
v |IL.CI"'C"‘.

C
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The third gift that God beftows on the good Man,
is 7oy, and how can it be otherwife, but that a good, a
wife and knowing Man, fhould rejoyce both in God
and in himfelf 3 1n obferving the works and ways of
God, and in feeling the Teltimony of a good Con-
{cience with himfelf. Heis happy in the fituation of
his own mind, which he pofiefles ina calm contentéd
evenues of Spirit. He has not the agitations of Paffions,
the ferment of Defigns and Interefts, nor. the dif-
orders of Appetite which darken the mind, and create
to it many imaginary troubles, as well as it encreafes
the Senfe of the real ones which may Iye upon ones
Perfon or Affairs. He rejoyces in God when he fees
fo many of the hidden beauties of his-works, the won.
derful fitnefs and contrivance, the curious difpofition,
and the vaft ufcfulnefs.of them, to'the general good
of the whole. Thefe things afford him fo great a
variety. of Thought, that ke can dwell long on
that noble exercife without flatnefs or wearinefs.  He
rejoyces in allthat he does, his imploymentsare much
diverfificd for the newnefs of his difcoveries which re.
turns. often, gives him as. often a newnels of joy:
His views are great, and-his defigas are noble ; even
to know the works of God the beuter, and to rendes
them the more ufeful to Mankind. He can difcover
in the moft defpifed Plant, and the moft contemptis
ble Mineral that which may. allay the miferies of hue
mane life, and render multitudes of men cafie and
happy. Now to one thatloves Mankind, and that
adores the Author of our Nature, every thing that
may, tend to Celebrate his praifes, and to {weetenthe
lives of Mortals, affords a joy that is of an exalred
and generous kind. If this at any time goes fo far
as' to make him a little; too well pleafed with the
dif
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difcoveries he has made, and perhaps too nicely jealous
of the honour of havirg done thofe Services to the
World, cven this which is the chicf and the moft
obferved defe&, that is much magoified by the ill na.
tured cenfures of great Men,- who mult fix on it
becaufe they can find nothing clfe, vet I {ay even this
fhews the fullnefs of joy which wifdem and kxcw-
ledge briag togood minds, they give them fo fenfible
a pleafure, that it cannot be at all rimes governed :
and if it break out in any tune in lefs decent inftances,
yet certamnly thofe who have deferved fo highly of
the Age in which they have lived, and who have been
the Inftruments of fo much good to the World, receive
a very unworthy return, it the great fervices they
have done Mankind do not cover any little imper.
fection, efpecially when that is all the Allaythat can
be found in them, and the only inftance of humane
Fratlty that has appeared in them. But if the joy
that wildom and knowledge give, is of fo pure and
fofublimea Nature ; there 1s yet another occafion for
joy, that far exceeds this : it arifes from their integrity
and goodnefs which receivesa vaft acceffion from this,
that it is in the fight of God, feen and obferved by
him, 'who accepts of it now, and will in due time
reward it. The terror of mind, and the confufion of
face that follow s bad a&ions, and the calm of thought
and chearfulnefls of look that follows good ones,
are fuch infallible indications of the- fuitablenes or
unfuitablencfs that is in  thefe things to our natures,
thatall the contempt with which Libertines may
treat the Argument will never be able to overcome
and alter the plain and fimple fenfe that Mankind
agrees in upon this head.: A good Man finds that
he is  alting according ' to his nature, and to the
s beft
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beft principles in ity ' that he is living to-fome good
end. that he isan ufeful prece of the World, 'and: 1s
o imean- of making both: himfelf -and  others wifer
and 'happicy, greater and DEULer. Thefe things give
him a folid and lalting joy, and when he:dares ap-
peal to that 'God to'w hom he defires chiefly:to
approve himfelf, who knows his Integrity and- fees
how thoroughly good he is, even in_his fecreteft

thoughts and Intentions, he does upon that feel ajoy

with in himfelf; that carries' him through all the diffi

cultics| o Life § and ! hakes moft accidents ithat: hap-~
pen to’ him/pléafant, and all the: reft’ fupportable:

He believes  hé’ is in the  favour of God , 'he

hopes he has fome Title'to! if; from the Promifes of

God to him, and his grace in: him. He can (ee Clouds

gather about him!afid threaten: a/ Storm, and. though

he may be ims circum{lancesy: that render - himy’
very unfit to fuffermuch hardfhips yet he can endure’
and bearall things, becaufe he believes all God’sPros
mifes,  He may fometimes from the fevere Senfe that
he has of his 'duty; e ' too hard,; and-even injuft to
bimfelf, andthe {eridufnels of hisTemper:imay« give
fome harfher thoughts! too: great occalion, ?ita raife
difquict within him: burwhen he 1akes a dullview
of the infinite goodnels of 'Ged, of the extent of his
Mercy, and of the viches of his:Grace 3 he is forced to
throw outany »of thofedimpreliionsy whi¢h -Melanx
choly may: bel able to make wpory him = and eventliofes
when!rrefledred sontin alrraer “light] though' they
might have ‘a lictle intertupted his oy, yeti tehid 1o
encreafe’it,” when by them  he perceives; that true
{trifnefs of principles that governs him,- which makes
hin tender of every thing that-might feenvtol maks
thé'leaft breachvupon his puriry and holinefs,even
the {malleft Matters. 1

el . 2 1
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jiole wilk 1 goo o' further' -upon’ my Text lnook
will : 11 .enter« upon: the “Reverfe ' of it that “1s' 1%
the following words, dut to the Sinner be giveth tra-

vel, to gather and: to heap np, that be mny give to ki

thatis gaod: before God: 'Thele 1leave to your :Obfervas

tion:: they areltoo foreign to/my fubjelt, tobe fpoke:
to; upon this-occafion, - thav leads me. now! to the

melancholy: part of this faid folemmity.

I confefs | enter uponit, with the jult Apprehenfions
that it ought toraife-in me :' T know oughv here-to
raifemy fhdea little;and to erium ph'wpon-the Honour
that beJangsto Religionand Virtnd; and that appeared
(beminentlyrin a hie, which may' be confidered- 14 &
Pattern of living: and a Pattern fo rperfect, thao i
will perhaps feem a litcle’ oo far Jout of fight,” too
much above the; hopes, vand by ~conicquence above
the Endeavours of any that mightpeerend doodraw
aften fuch! an©riginal < swhich muft cver bareckoned
amang(t the Mafter'pieces ¢veniof that Grear Fimd that
made it. I might here challenge’ thic wholé Tribe of
FEidertinesto come and view theufefulnosyiascwell as
the - Excellence-ofithe Chriltian Religiom, 1ia’ #Life
ehae Wwas Eotirély - Dedicatedito it'? and1fecorwhi
they--cap! ebject. ' bught o call on allothat werd'o
happys as! to kiow hin well, to obferve s’ temper
arid courfz of life, and charge!'them to {wm up and
layitogether the many rgreat- and good things’ that
theyi{aw inrhimyandifrom thence ‘to remember als
ways o, ow vaft ~a: Sublimivy - the Chitia¥ORehs
gion:can yaife armind,;thatidocs both thretghly - bes
lieve it, and is éntirely govérnediby it I'might here alfo
callup the Multitadesthe valt Multitudes of thefe who
havebeen made both.the wifer and-the eafier, the' bets
ter and the-happicr by hie mieans's bt that T- tmghe

do
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do all this with the moreadvanta

atonce Into my memory, the many happy hours that
in a courfe of nine’and tw

enty years converfation
have fallento my own fhare, which. were very . fre-

quent and free for above ' half that time - that have
fo often both hminbled and raifed me, 'by fceing how
Exalted he was, and in that feeling more fenfibly my
own Nothing and Depreflion, and which have always
edified, and never Once, nor in any one thing been
uneafie to me. When [ remember how much I faw in
him, and learned, or at leaft might have learned
from him 3 When I refle@t on tlie gravity of his very
Appearance, the clevation of his Thoughts and
Difcourfes, the modefty of his Temper, and the hu-
mility of his whole Deportment, which might have
ferved to have forced the beft thoughts even upon
the worft minds, when, I fay, I bring all this together
mto my mind 5 as T form upon it too brighe an
idea to be cafily received by fuch gs did not know
hims fo Iam very fenfible that I can not raife it,
¢qual to the thoughts of fuch asdid. 1 know, : the
limits. that cuftom gives to Difcourfes ot this kind,
and the hard Genfures which commonly follow them -
Thefe will not fuffer me to fay all I'think;as fperceive
I cannot bring out into diftin&: thoughts all  that of
whichl have the imperfeit hints and rader draughtsin
my mind, which cannot think qualtoa Subjet fo
far above my own Jevel. 1 fhall now therefore {hew
him only in Per(pective, and give a General, 3 very
general view of him, referving, to ‘more leifure and
better opportunities, a farther and fuller account of
him. I will be content at prefent to fay but a Little
of him ; but that Little will be o very mucl, that I
wmuft expect that thofewho de never intend to imitate

any

ge,l ought to bring all
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any part ‘of it, ‘will be difpleafed with it all’
I'am refolved to ufe great Referves: andto manage
a tendernefs, which how much foever jt may melt
me, fhall not carry me beyond the firieft mea.
fures, and T will ftudy to keep as much within
bounds, as he lived beyond #hem,

I'will fay nothing of the Stem from which he {prang ¢
that watred Garden, watcred with the blefiings and
dew of Heaven, aswell as fed with the beft Portionsof
shis life, that has produced fo many noble Plants, and
has ftocked the moft Familics in thefe Kingdoms of
any in our Age. Which has fo fignally fele the
eflelts of their humble and Chriftian Motto, God’s:
Frovidence is my Inberitance. He was the only Bro-
ther of five, that had none of thefe Titles that found
high in the World5 but he procared one to him-
felf, which without derogating from the dignity of
Kings muft be acknowledged to be beyond their
Prerogative.  He had a great and noble Fortune 3
but it was chiefly foto him, becaufe he had a great
and noble Mind to imploy it to the beft Ufes. He
began early to fthew both a Probity anda Capacity;
that promifed great things - and he paffed through:
the-Youthful pares of life, withfo little of the Tourh
inhim, that in his travels while he was very young
and wholly' the Mafter of himfelf he feemed to be
out of the reach of the diforders of that Age, and
thofe Countries through which he paffed. He had a mo.
delly and a purity laid (o deepin his Nature,ihat thofe
who knew him the earlieflt have often told me, that
ceven then Nuture feemed entirely fan@ified in him.
His piety received a vaft encreafeas he often owned to
me from his Acquaintance with the great Primate of
ireland the never enough admired 2/fer,whoas he was
YT

—
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very pat t&ahrh the Friendofiitlie whiplésFami vy fo
feel .‘sb fuch  Seed and | beginaings i hifmy, Budiedard
cultivate them with duecare. H fer; hiinrehictly to
the Study of the Scriptures'in their Qriginal Languages,
which he followed in.a counle-of any X aarsy swichd
great exaltnefs he owld [have,giuored call repiskas
ble Paflages very -xeadily m-Fifebpew jiand, ig) rieadthe
New i‘lffmrmr fo dilige .uh— 10 thelGreaki that/thers
never. occurred to .me gl occallon (o mMEntiom anty
one paflage of it, that he did not readily repgivin
that langnage.” The .ufe pf-this he continbied ed the
laft, ., fof he couldyread ir-mith otigr memsnEyess
but ~the weaknéls raf. bris (i ghr foreed hinte dail . ohe
cme:,fnch he had mane ﬂ:uut lim that:ceul iread
it to him, _ Herh ad ftudied the Scriptures toifo good
purpc u, and with fo critical a iEIl,ullLi"J, that few
men ,whofe Profeflion oblige, them|clwefly i tor that
fort  of learning have ﬂnm Lnnﬂd hiny 1goic zrand
he had fo great 1 ugud to, thatiSatred Bookyythat
if ;mj, one in Difcourle had dreppedi any tlmvvnac
gaye him a clearer view of any paflage in i 'he
reccived it. with great  pleafure ,he sexamined it
accurately,, and | if it was ‘not unéafien to hum
that offered it, hei defired; to  havel it!:in fwris
ting, - He  had the profoundeft Veneration for the
great Ged of Heaven and Earth, that T have ever
obferved in any Perfon. The very Name of God

was never mentioned by him ‘without a Paule and
a wvifible flop in his, Difcourfe, -in, which lone that
koew - him molt - particularly above rtwenty: Years,
has ' told me that he:was ‘fo exa&, - that. ke does
not remember to have obfcrved - him once ‘to fail
in it

He
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Hewas: moft conftint and ferious n !{h :L::tr Ad-
drefles 1o God 5 and indeed it appeared to thofe,
who converfed moft with hhm i:‘. hs if:'ﬂ""'h-.. -
to INature, that his main defign in that, on which
assbe-had. his own Eye molt conftantly, {o hs
tookicare to ‘put others often 11 mind of it, was
to gaile in/ himf(elf and others valter Though ts
of ' thé Greatnels and Glory, and of the Wil
domand’ Goodnefs of God. This was {6 deep
i1 his Thoughts, that he concludes the Ar-
ticle 'of 'his Will, which relates to thot Jluffrions
Body, the Royal fociety, 1n thefe Words, Wifh-
g then alo a f.un; J(,[“.C iz their landable At-
tenipts, to ffffa::rﬂu the trie Nature of the Works of
God s and praying that they and all other .3.“”.{ #

12ip Pi{]}ﬁ';ii ]'}'a’-:fif:r} 1y [ﬂm‘sh.w’i}’ .'r‘{:,r':'}' their ;'J'.‘-
tainments) to tie Glory of the Great Author of Na-
turey ¥nd 30 the Comfort of Mankind.  As he was a
very BDevout Worlhipper of God, {o he was ano
lefs; Devoue Chriftian.  He had poflefled himfelf
with fuch an'amiable view of -thar Holy Religi-

en, {eparated from either fuperfiitions Practices or
the  {foarnefs: of ' Parties, th’lt as he was fully per-
fwaded of the Truth of it, and indeed Who'liy
poflefled with 1t, {o he rejoyced m every difcovery
that Natare furnifh: him wich, to Maftrateit, or to
take off the Objections agair nft any part of it. He
always ‘confidered it as a Syltem of FILT*]P w .-'»."1
ought to jpurific the "Hearts, and govern the Lives
of thofe: who profefs it3 -he loved'mo Praice
that feemed-to leflen that, not' any Nicety ‘that oc-
cafioned Divifions among(t Chriftians. - He thonght
pufe and difintereffed Clt!ﬁ'nrfm was -fo Eright
and {0-Glorious a thing, that He was much tronbled

~
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at the Difputes and Divifions, which had: arifenad
bout fome lefler Matters, while the Great and the
moft Important, as well as the mofk uinwverfally - ac-
knowledged Truths were by all ides almoft as ge-
nerally negleted as they were confeflpd. He had
therefore fig-[j:;:‘_ulj tho’ fome Accidents dad, upory
great Confiderations, divert him ffom fctling e
ihli';.]'.z*' his Life, .but not from ordering it by ! his
Will, that a liberal Provifion fhould. be Made for
one, who fhould in a very few well-digefted:Ser-
mons, every year, {etforth the Triieh of the:Chii.
ftian Religion in general, . without defeending o
the Subdivilions among Chriftians,, and who.fhould
be changed every Third. year, . that fo this Noble
Study and Imployment might pafs through: many
IHands, by which niecans many might become. Ma-:
Iters of the Argument. ' He was at the: Char re oft
the Tranflation and Impreflion of the New Telta-
ment into the Malyar Language, which he {ént o
ver all the Egjf-lndies. He gave a Noble Reéward
to him that Tranflated Groviss his incomparables
Book of the Truh, of the Chriftian . Religion inee
Arabick, and was at the Charge | ofa: whole I
preflion, which he took care to otder to be {carteul
red in all the Countries where that Lariguage is un-
derftood.  He was refolved to have carried onthe
impreflion of the New Teftament in the Lurkifh
Language, but the Company thought' it became
them to be the docrs,of ity and fo fuffered him On-.
ly to give a large (hare towards it.. - He. was at 700
Charge 1n the Edition of the Irifb Bible, which he
ordered to be diftributed in frelands and e con-
tributed liberally both to the Impreflions of ‘the

Welfh Bible, and ef the Lrifh Eible tor Scotlad. He
gﬂ Ve
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gave clurmq his Life 300/ to advance the defign
of propagating the Chriftian hmgmn in America,
and as {oon.as he heard that th aft-India Com-
pany -were entercaining Proy mlmm 5 tor r]u., like
delign in the Eaft, he prefently fent a voo /. for a
Pt.gmmng andsan‘Example, but intended to car TY
it-much: further, ' when it thould be fet on foot to
purpofe. '+ ‘Thus was his Zeal lively and effeftualin
the greateft and truelt concerns of Religion's but
he avoided to enter farinto the unh mmr Breaches
that have fo long weakened, as well as diftradted
Chriftianity, anv otherwife than to have a great
verfion to all thofe Opinions ‘and lr-ﬂ*m: t.m!
feemed té him to m.itrm, Morality and Umin
He had a.moft particular zeal againft all Severities
and Perfecutions' upon the dccount of Religion. 1
have feldom obferv'd him to {peak with more Heat
and. Indignation, vhan when that came in his way.
He did throughly agree with the Dottrines of ‘our
Church, and conform'to our W orthip s and heap-
proved of the main of our Conftitution, but he
mtich' lamented {ome abufes that he HlDLIEht re-
mained ‘{ull amongus)' "He gave Eminert Inftances
af his valne for the Clergy. Twoof thefe T thall
only mention. When he underftood what a fhare
he had an Impmpxlaunnu he ordered very large
Gifts to be made to the Incumbents in thofe Pa-
rifhes, and rothe: Widows of fiich as had died be-
forethe hadrefolved on this' Charity, The Sums that,
as-I have been Informed, by one that was concern-
ed intwo Diftributions thit were made, amount-
ed upon thofe two Oumlmm, to near 6co I and
another very liberal oneis alfo ordered by his Will,
hutm an wndefinite Sum; 1 {ippofe, by rmﬁ}w of the
Dia prefent
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refent condition of Eftates in Jrelasd : 8o pletiti-
lly did he fupply thofe who ferved ar the Altap
ut of that which was ence devoted to it, though
1t be now converted to a Tempaoral Eftate;  Anathet
Inltance of his fence of  the Sacred! Fun@&ibm
weint mach  decper.  Sooniafter the Reflorition
In the year Sixty the grear Mimfter!of thdt tind
prefled hiin both by himfelf and by anothery whg
was then likewife in a high Poft, to entér o 05l
ders.. He did it noz me erly out of ‘a refpettorhim
and his Family, bue chiefly our of his regard to e
Church, that he thought would receive great
{irengthening, as well as a powerful Example trom
oie, who, 1t ‘he once entered into Holy Orders
would. be quickly at the Top. - This he told me
made {ome Impreflions.on him. Hismind WIS, evién
then at Three and chirty, o intirely difingaged
trom all the Projects.and Cencerns of this World;
that as the profpect of Dignity in the Church, could
not move him much, {o the Probabilities of his dos
g good init, was mueh.the (tronger Motive. Two
things determined him again(t ic; one was, | Thdv his
haying no other Interelts, withrelation to Religion,
befides thofe of {aving his own Soul, ' gavee him, s
ke rhought, a . mork unfifpected Authority; 'in
writing or acting, on that fide : He knew the pros
phane Crew fortified themfelves againft all that wgs
faid by Men of our Profeflion, with: chis; That it
was their. Trade, and that they were paid foruie :
He hoped, therefores, that he might havéd thedrors
Influence, the lefs he fhared in the Patrimony lof
the Church.  Buat, his. main Reaon was; Thar he
had {o high a f{enfe of the Obligationsof theé Pa-
froral care; and of fuch as wachover thofe Soulg,

which

D oM iy !
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~which ’:.JFTFFF'PEIH;H ed with Biscdmn Wovel: atid ﬁur
whichithey 'muft give an Account, at the laft a e
great!day, that the durft not undertakesit, efpecially
m:u 1111.-1 1:f felt within himfelt an Diward smation’ ts
it by the Hn’_; @bt 5 and the firlt. Queftion tharis
pit to thole who come to be Initiated vihco/the
ServicelofiitheChurchy relating o thatsMotzon, he
who had: not felr it, thonsht he durlt nog
make the fteps leaft otherwife:he fhould have
Ised toithe Holv Ghoft +: So fulemaly andiferioutly
did v he jjudge of 18dcr ad- Marters, .. He wastcon-
{tantto 1.11:3 Church 5 and wentto.no EL; arated Af-
femblies;! how' chariably foever 1 e might think “of
their Perfons, and how 1‘11 'l""'_'l h*uu he might
have relived their Necefiities. He. loved no narrow
Thoughts, moriow or {u ,‘L'l"T.'l 10115 x)mmc nsan Re-
ligion, “and therefore asche didi not dhut .11 ielt up
within a Party, fo neither did he (hut any Parcpone
from him: 1He hadbroughohis'Mind to {ach a frge-
’u*il thachewas!imor apt o be' 1P ied ong and h
A JL!.L[[‘J wasifuch, thae be did not dictate toloz llLla ;
butipropoled his own Senfe, with adue and:decent
diftrult ; and was everivery readytohearkento what
was flggelted to him by others. ! Whencherdiffered
from any, heexprefied him(efvin{o humbie and (o
obligin a>wway; ithat: he never treated Things: op
Perfons with: neglett)-andrEmever Heard: that  he
offended any ofic! Perfowinthis whole Life by any
pirt of> hrchpurtmmt' Foratawany rime he {aw:
caufeito {peik roundly oy my v was mever: inPafs
fiom, o with.any rmrmn.,ntul or Andecent Expre(-
fions. T And as hé tvasl carefiil ;to give: thofe wha
converfod with | mm, no: Caufe or Colour for difpleas
{re; o be awaspermorescarefulrof thofe who were
ablent,
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oty
-ablent, never todpeak ill.of any%dn which He wrds
the exactelt Man I ever knew.. 1 the sDifRourfe
turn'd to be hard on anyy he wasiprefently' fient:;
and 1f. the Subject was too long dwelt on; he would
at Jaft mnterpole,: and between ‘Reproofiand Ral-
lery, -divert ‘it : : '

He was exaltly avil; rather to/Gereimony 5 and
though he felt his ealinels of accefs;; and ithe de-
fires of many, all Strangers in particular, to be
much: with :mm, made great waits ‘onhis Time s
yet.ashe was fevere in that, not to be deriied | when
ne was at home, fo he fiidhe knew the Heart sof
aStranger, and how much caled: his own had been,
while travelling, if admitted to/'the Convérfation
of thofe he defired to fee 5 therefore he thonght
his Obligation to Strangers, was more than bare
Civility, it -was a - piece of Religiots!Charityi-in
him. ! | .

He had for almoft:Forty years,: laboured tinder
fuch a fecblenels of ‘Body, and:fuchlowne(s of
Strength and Spirits, that it willappear-a furprizing
thing toamagine, -how it -was: pofliblé for him ité
Read, to- Meditate;’ to: try Experiments; :dhd 'to
write asche did!’ He bore all rhis Infirmites;) and
(ome {harp Pains,” with the decency and {abmiffion
that became a Chriftian and a Philofepher. He had
abouthifmall’ that nnaffedtedi neglet: of Pomp-in
Cloaths,sLiddging, Furnitureand-Equipagé,” which
agreed with hisc grave-and ferions couife af hife,
He 'was advifed ta a very ungrateful implicity of
Diet3 “which by allappearance wasthat which pre-
ferved thim {o long ‘beyond all Mens expéctation 3
this he.obferved {o ftriftly, thatm a’ courfé ¢fabove
Tharev:iyears, [ he néither.seat nor drank to gratifie
Jnalde the

“aey . |
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the’ Varieties of “Appetite;Tbut meeily! to fapper
Natores  and 'was {o regular in'it, ‘that He never
onee - tranigrefled the -Rale, Meafurey and Kind,
that was preferibed him. -He had a feeblenefsin his
Sights his Eyes were {fo well ufed by him, that it wil]
be ealily imagined he was very tender 6f them,
and: very apprelieifive of fiwel Diftermpers as might
aftett dhem. ' dHe ' did alfo intagine, that 1" ficknef:
ebliged: hintt to: lie-long a Bed, it might raife 'the
Painsiof.the Stone invhini'to a/degrée thiat-was above
hisiweals Strength to! bears o that he feared ithat
Indudaft Minwtes mighe be too thard for-him- 3 and
thistwas ithe Rioot ot all' the’eauntion! and appreheit-
fion! chat thetwas' obfzrved ' to live i, | But aia
Life 'ic felf; he had the juft indifferénce to'it) aid
the wearinefs of it, - that became {o true 2 Chiriftian,
kymention-thele the véther,  that T'may have oeta.
fron to: fhewithe Gdodnefi 'of God fd him] itle
two things that he feared ; -for his (fohit bégan not'éo
grow aunm above - four- Houss before he died s
andwhen death came upon’hih, “he- hdd not been
above Three hours a Bed, béforeitfhade 'an énd
of bung wich: folitele 1-:-:_1':3;1{?&{6{3;r't-!iiit{-'i't: Wwddiplain
the Light went ot meérly for wai of O voimnin.
tain the Flame, i1 ' . SULv
Bur Ehavelooked: too' earli to this Canclufion of
his Life, yet before I can!come atVit, T'find there’
is fiilbmueh-inimy way.'" His Charity to thiofe that!
were mv Want, ahd his Boiney 1o all Learied Meit,'
that were put to wraftle wich Dificulties) 'were 1y
very extraordiiacy,. and o many 'did’ partake of
them, that bPmay (Pend little time on this Article.
Great. Summs went eafily from him, - without the
Partialities of Sedt; Coutry, 'or Relations? for he-
. confidered

31

e



A Sermon at the Fuwveral

S ———————— T ——

conlidered himfelf asa part of the Humane Natune;
and as a: Debtor to the whole Race of . Men:  He
took care to do this o fecredy,; thateventhofe who
knew all Ms other Concerns, could never find .ot
what he did Lhﬂ.r way s and indeed he wai {o find
to our;Saviour’s Precepry that exeépt the Perlons
themfclves, or fome one whom hie tralted to conkey
it to them, no_body ever knew how. that great
{hare of his Eltate, which -went away invifibly,
was diftributed 3 even he 1111111L1t'11c}}t no - Account
of it, for that he thought| mighe fall into orher
hands. Ifpeak upon tull knowledge onthis Article;
becaufe 1had the henour to be oftenuade nle of by
him in ic.lf thofe that have fled hither from thé Pep-
fecutions of France, or from the Calamities of Jreland )
feel a fenfible (luking of their {ecret Supplies, with
which 1111.} WEre ﬂhLi‘ilLill‘th d,. without lxuns.r:mg
from whenge they came,thev.will ..::m.lu de,that they
have loft notionly a, Purfe, butan Eftate that went
io very liberally among them, that, Lhave redfon:to
fay, that forfome years his Lh.u"n} went beyond a
thoufand Pound a year.

Here | th-::mght to have gone toanothen Head, bue
LhL Relation he had,, both in Nature &ﬂdGm{:{,.. m
]nmg and dyig, in Fricn 1dthip, and a likenefsiof
Soul to anether Pu.:[“uu forces me for a little while
to x,mng.e ymy Subjett. 1havebeen réftrain’d from
it by fomg of her. Relations 5 but fince. I waslinot

{0.by her fclf ;1 multgive a little vent/ o Naw

ture :md to i*r:mriﬂnpj to a long Acquatntance and
a valt Efteem. His Sifter and be were pleafantintheir
Lives,, and in-their Death they were mot divided s
for as be lived with her above Fourty years, {o hel

did not outliveher above a, Weeks Both didd frou

. the
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the fame Caufe, Nature being quire fpent in borh.
Stie lived the longeft on the publickef¥ Scene, (he'made
the greateft Figure in all-the Revelurions of thefe King-
doms for ‘above fifty Years, 'of dity 'Wéiman' of our
Age. Sheidmployed iv all for'doing good tootliers; in
which (he laid'our ‘her Time, her Intereft, and he
Eftate, wich the'greateft Zeal and the mo® Succels
that I have'ever kfiown. ©She was- indefitisable 1
well asdextrous in it'! ‘and a5 her gpedt Underttandin:
and the vaft ‘Efteemt fhe was in) ‘madeal) Perfore'in
their feveral turms of Greatnefs, defire and vatue W
Friendfhip; (o the gave her felf'd clearTicle to9m-
ploy ber Intereft with themfor the Service of others by
this rhat{he never madd any ifé of it tolany BEnd of Dé.
fign of herown.” Shie' was contented with what fhe
had 3 andvhougly fhe was ewice {tript of it, fhe never
moved on her own account, but was the peneral In-
rereeffor for all Perfons of Merit,of in wane: THE had
in ber'the| better Grace, and’ was both more Chrifad
and moreleffe€tual, becanfe it was nor imited within
any marrow Compals of Parties or Reélations. ' "Wheg
any Party'was down, fhe had Crédit and Zeal enouph
to ferve them, dnd fhe imployed! thar’ fo efL.€ yafly,
that’ 19 ‘the' pexttury e had'a new ﬂuckﬁffjrccfft,'
whitch fhe'laid out whelly in‘that Labsur’ of Love! it
witiel fhe fpent her Life ¢ 'and 'though fome pareicus
lar Opinions might fhue her up in a'divided Comimp.
nion, yether Soul-was acver of @ Pirty's §hé-divided
her Chatities and Friend{hips“both; e Eifeeryds
well as her Bouncy) with the trudh Regand to' Met'it,
and ‘her' own Obligitions, without 9:115' Di*ference
rmade upon the Acconnt of Opinton.

#» She had with a vaft Reach both of Knowlede and
Apprehienfions, an wniverlal Affabilicy and” 'Fifinefs
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of Accefs, a Humility that defcended to the meaneft
Per{ons and Concerns,an obliging Kindnefs and Readi-
nels toadvife thofe who had no occafion 'for apy fur-
ther Afliftance from her; and with all thefe and many
more excellent Qualities; fhe had the deepelt Senfe of
Religion, and the moft conftant turning of her
Thoughts and Difcourfes that way, that has been per-
haps inour Age, Sucha 8iffer became fuch a Brother ;
and it was but {uitable to both their Charaéters, that
they fhould haveimproved the Relation under which
they were born, 'to the more exalted and endearing
one of Friend. At any time a Nation may very ill
{pare one {uch;, but for both to go at once, andat fuch
a time, is;too melancholy a Thought; and norwith:
ftanding the Decline of their Age, and the Wafte of
their Strength, yet it has too much of Cloud in if, to
bear the being long dwelt on.

You have thus far {een, ina very few hints, the fe-
veral Sorts and Inftances of Goodnefs that appeared in
this Life, which has now its Period ; that which gives
value and luftre to them all was, that whatever he
might be in the fight of Men, how pure and {potlefs
{foever, thofe who knew him the beft, haye reafon to
conclude,that he was much more {o in the fight of God;
for they had often Occafions to difcover new Inftances
of Goodnefsin him ; and no fecret ill Inclinations did
at any time fhew themfelves. He affelted nothing that
was {olemn or {upercilious. He uled no Methods to
make Multitudes run after him, or depend upon him.
It never appeared that there was any thing hid under
all this appearance of Goodnefs, that was not truly fo.
He hid both his Piety and Charity all he could. He
lived in the due Methods of Civility, and would ne-
ver affume the Authority which all the World w?s
ready




of the Hon® R obert Boyle.

ready to pay hit.  Hefpoke of the Government even
in Times which he difliked, and upon occafions which
he fpared not to condemn,with an exaltnels of refpeét.
He allowed himfelfa great deal of decent chearfulnefs,
{o that he had nothing of the morofenels,to which Phi-
lofophers think they have fome right ; nor of the Affe.
&ations which Men of an extraordinary pitch of Devo-

tion go into, fometimes, without being well aware of
them. Hewas, ina word, plainly and fincerely in

the fight of God, as well asin the view of Men, 4 good

Man even ove of a Thoufand.

That which comes next to be confidered,isthe fhare
that this good Man had in thofe Gifts of God, Wifdom,
Kaowledg and Foy. If T fhould {peak of thefe, "with
the copioufnels which the Subjet affords, I 'fhould £o
too far even for your Patience, tho T have realon to be-
licve 1t would hold out very long on this Oceafion’ T will
only name things which may be enlarged on more ful-
ly in another way. He had too anblemifld: 1 candor
to be capable of thofe Arts and Practices that a falfe and
deceitful World may call Wifuom: 2 He could 6 ther
lie nor equivocate 5 bur he could well be filent, and by
practifing that much, hé covered higifelf upon many
unealy Occafions. He made rrue Judgments of Men
and Things. , His Advices and Opinions were folid
and found ; and if Caution asnd Modefty gaye'too
{trong a Biafs, his Invention was fruitful to {igoeft
good Expedients. He had great 'Notiohs of what
Humane Nature might be brought to; but fince he
faw Mankind was not capable of them, “hé withdrew
himlelf early from Affairsand Courts; notwithitand-
tag the Diftin€tion with which he 'was always treated
by our late Princes. But he had the Principles of an
Englith-man, as well as of a Proteftant, too deep in

E 2 him
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him to-be .corrupted or cheated out of them ; aad in
ghele Lie ftudied to. fortify all that converfed much
with him.  He had a very parricular Sagacity in ob-
ferving what Men were it for; and had fo vaft a
Scheme of different Performances, that he could foon
furpifh every, Man with Worle char had leafure and
capaceity forat ;. and as foon as he faw him engaged in
if, then a hand{om Prefent was made to'enable him
g0 go on with ir,

His Knowledg was of fo vaft an Extent, that if it
were not for the variety of Mouchers intheir {everal
foresy Jdbould be afraid to {ay all Iknow. He'carried
the. fudy of the Hebrew very far into the Rabbinical
Wiitings, and the other Oriental Languages. He
had sead fo muchof the Fathers, that he had formed
aur of iga clear Judgment of all the eminent Ones.
e had read @ vall deal on the Seriptures, and had
gone very. niacly threugh the whole Controverfies of
?&;:jig.;i:}u 3 and was a true Mafter in the whole Bod
ef. Pavinity, . Henup the whole Compafs of the Ma-
thematical $ciences ; and though hedid not {et himfelf
tadpring, now Game, yet he knew eventhe abftrufeft
Parts of Geometry; | Geography inthe feveral parts of
ir, that rclated to Navigation or Travelling, Hifto-
1y and . Books. of Travels were his' Diverfions. He
went  very, sdeely throngh all the Parts.of Phyfick,
enly the tencdenmefs of his Nature made him leks able
t0.endure. the exattoefs of Anatomical Diffettions,
clpecially of. living Animals, though he khew
thele ro be the molt infiruéting :  But for the Hiftor
of Nature, Ancientand Modern, of the Produ@ions
of.2il Loupnsries, of the Wirtuds and Improvements of
Clants, of Qars and Minerals, and all the Varieties
what. are i@ theme indifferent Climates 3 He was by
much,
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much, by wery:much, the readiclt and the perfeGeft
Lever knéw, inthe greateft Compafs, and with the
truelt ExaGnefs. This put him inthe way of ma-
king all that vaft variety of Experiments, beyond any
Man, as far as we know, thatever lived. And in
thefe, :as he made a great progrelsin new Dilcoveries,
{fo he nfed fo nice a ftrictnefs, and delivered rhem
with {0 fcrupulous a Truth, thatall who have exa-
mined them, have found how lafely the World may
depend upon them. But his peculiar-and favorite Study,
was Chymiftry ; in which he engaged with none of
thofe ravenous and ambitious Defigns, that draw ma-
ny into them. His Defign was only to findout Na-
ture, tofee into what Principles things might be re-
folved, andof what they were compounded, and to
prepare good  Medicaments for the Bodics of Men,
He {pent neither his Fime nor Fortune upon the vain
purfuits of high Promifes and Precenfions.. He al-
ways kept himfelf within 'the Compafs that his
Eftate might weil bear : - And as he made Chymiftry
much the better for. his dealing in it, fo he never
made him{elf either the worle or the poorer for ic. It
was a Charity toothers, as well as an Entertainment
to him{elf for the Produce of 1t was diftributed by his
Sifter, and others, into whofe Hands he purit. I
will not hereamufe you with a Lift of his aftonifhing
Knowledg, or of his'great Performances this way.
They are highly valued all the World over, and his
MName is every where mentioned with moft partcuo--
lar Chara&ersof Relpeft. - I will conelude this ‘Arti-
cle with this, in which T appeal to all competent

Judges, thac few ‘Men (if any?) have been known.,

to have made fo great a ‘Compafi, andto have been
(o exact! in all che Partsol it as hie was,

1 'a
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As for Joy, he had indeed nothing .of Frolickand
Levity in him, Iu‘: had no Relifh for theidle and exX~-
travagant Madnels of the Men of Pleafure ; he did
not walte his Time,nor diffipate his Spirits into foolifh
Mirch, but he poflefled his own Soul in Patience, full
of that folid Joy which his Goodnefs as-well as his
Knowledg afforded him: He who had neithier Defigns
nor Paffions, was capable of little Trouble from an
Concerns of his own : He had about him all the Ten-
dernefs of good Nature, aswell asall'the Softnefs of
Friendfhip, thefe gave him a large fhare of other Mens
Concerns 5 for he had a quick fenfe of the Miferies of
Mankind. He had alfo a feeble Body, which needed to
be look’d to the more, becaufe his Mind went fafter
than that his Body could keep. pace withiit ; yer his
great Thoughts of God, and his Contemplation of his
Works, were to him Sources of Joy, which could never
be exhaufted. TheSenfe of his own Integrity, and
of the Good he found it did, afforded him the crueft
of all Pleafures, fince they gave him the certain Pro.
fpect of that Fulneff of Joy, in the Sight of which he
lived [0 long, and in the Poffeffion of which he now
lives, and fhall live for ever; and this {pent and ex-
haufted Body fhall then put on a new Form, and be
made a fit Dwelling for that pure and exalted Mindin
the final Reftitution. I pafs over his Death, T looked
at it fome time ago, but I cannot bring down m
Mind from the elevating Thoughts that do now arife
into that depreffing one of his Death; T muft look be-
yond it into the Regions of Lightand Glory, where
he now dwells, _
The only Thought that is now before me, is
to triumph on the Behalf of Religion, to make
our due Boaft of it, and to be lifted up (I had al-

moft
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moft faid proud) upon this occafion: how divine
and how pure a thing mult thar Religion be in it felf,
which produced fo long a Series of grear Effects,
thorow the whole Courfe of this fhining Life ? What
a thing would Mankind become if we had many fuch ?
And bow little need would there be of many Books
writ for the Truth and Excellency of our Religion,
if we had more fuch Arguments as this one Life has
produced ? Such fingle Inftances have great Force in
them; but when they are {0 very Single,they lofe much
of their Strength by this, that they are afcribed to
Singularity, and {omething particular in a Man’s Hu-
mour and Inclinations, that makes him rife above
common Meafures. It werea Monopoly for any Fa-
mily or Sort of Men to ingrofs to themfeives the Ho-
nour which arifes from the Memory of {o great a
Man. Itis a Common not to be inclofed. It is large
enough to makea whole Nation, as well as the Age he
lived in, look big and be happy : But above all it gives
a new Strength, as well as it {ets a new Pattern to all
that are fincerely zealous for their Religion. It thews
them in the fimpleft and moft convincing of all Ar-
guments, what the humane Nature is capable of, and
what the Chriftian Religion can add to it, how far it
can both exaltand rewardit. I do not {ay that eve-
ry one is capable of all he grewto; I am very fenfible
that few are; nor is every one under equal Obligatis
ons: for the Service of the Univerfe, there muft be a
vaft Diverlity in Mens Tempers, there being {o great
a Variety of Neceffities to be an{wered by them: bur
every Man inevery Imployment, and of every fize of
Soul, 1s capableof being in fome Degrees good in the
Sight of God; and all fuch fhall receive proportioned
Degrees of Wifdem, Kprowieds and Foy; even tI‘lp:;gh
neither
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reither their Goodnefs nor thefe Acceffions to it, rife
up to the Meafure of him who wasa while among us,
indeed ome of & thoufand,and isnow but ane of thofe rex
thoufand times ten thonfand that are about the Throne,
where he is finging that Song whiclr was his great Eo-
tertainment bere, as it is his now endlefs Joy there;
Great and marvellows ave thy Works, O Lord God Al-
mighty; and'juff apd true aré thy Ways, Q King of
Suiwrs. - Tofollow him ‘in thelike Exercifes liere, s
the fiire Way to be admitted to join with him in’thofe
above ; to whicli God of his infinite Mercy bring us
all'in due time, through Jefus Chrift ourLord. Adwmes,
Aren.
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