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RIGHT HONOVR ABLE,

The Lord Marquefs of

DORCHESTER:

EARL of KINGSTON ; VICOUNT
NEWARK, LORD PIERPOINT,

and Manwers, &c.

My moft Honour’d Lord, {

&S 1 the Firmament, or /-
thereal region of the Great
World | the Creator hath
placed two great Lights,

NS %OS8@ * the one to rule the Day, the
otber to rule the Night : So, ( tocon-
A3 Pitute




o i

' TheEpiftle Dedicatory, «
fhitute a perfeSt Analogy or correfpon-
dence ) inthe Firmament or Celeftial part of
the Le [Jer World, Man, bath He placedtwo
great Truths (.the proper Lights of the
Soul ) the one to rulé the Day, or-Lifeof
Man ;- the other to. difpel the borrid dark-
ues of bis Night, Déath. Andthefe are thofe
twinelike proleptical Notions of 1be Being
of the Deity, and of the Immortaliry of
the Human Soul. I eall them Twin-like
Praleptical Notions, becanfe , asthe Sun
and Moon were nade together,. [0 were thefe
implapted  at once ke'the Mind of the Firft
Man, and hawve as.conStantly (bined 1n the
region of ewery mansS oul fince, as thofe
bawe done inthe Heavens y bhowewer toe o-
pacity of terrene ObjeCts and Corporeal Af~
feStions may [eem * foustimes  to eclipfe
them: and becarfe, asthe Sun doth coprimu~
nicate its light to t he Moan, [o doth the For+
wer of thefe fuper-excellent Notzonssilhms-
nate the Latter 5 the Rnowledg ﬂ]f the Ins-
mortality of the Soul, receivipg illufiration,
if not abfolute depéndence, fromthe kitorw-
ledze of the Exiftence of God. o, 1
| The




The Epiftle Dedicatory.
The Con fideration bereof (mayit pleafe
your Lordfbip ) as ik engaged me, fome
years [ince , to endeavonr the. Demon ftra-
tion of -the Exiftenceof God; fo bath. it
now of  late importuned and prewailed up-
on me, toattempt the Denm.;g,'}mn'ﬂn of the
Inmortality of Mens Souls , by pure and
fincere Realon: To. the end, that fnchas
doubt of . either , may be .convinced of  the
extreanr folly and abfurdity of  their unbe-
lief 5 and fuch as firmly believe both 5 may
be corroborated in their true - perfwafious’,
obferving the Teftimony of the Light of
Nature to make a - perfect Symphonie and
concordance with thatof » uthority Divine.
A Defign, certainly , neither inconfi fient with
the gennine zeal of a Chriftian, wor unwor-
thy the moft [erions [peculation of a Phi-
lofopher: And were I as well affured , that
1 have not fallen much. . fbort of what
miight be expeCled from me , in the capacity
of the Latter, as I am, that I have notin
the leaft tranfgreffed the [acred bounds of
the Former 5 I [bouldwith more reafonbope
your Lﬂrfﬂrap.r :’fppi"ub;ﬂf&ﬂ of wiy perfor-

piaince



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
mance therein, thanthe [enfe of wy own in-
It uﬁirimr’y will perimit me now to entertain,
Aud, therefore , though perhaps my Reafon-
ings bawe not aptained rorhat perfellion and
exquifite Rigonr, as to fatisfic thofe inmo-
derately Curions Wits of onr Age , who
think i much beneaththem , to acquiefcein
any other Evidence but that of Demons
ftrations Geomervical ( of which notwith-
flanaing , the Argument of thefe my Dif-
courfes is abfolutely uncapable 5. as I have
therein manifeSted , by clear and undéniab’e
reafon ) 3 Yet Inay comfort my [elf with
this, that my. prefent Undertaking will be
Acceptable to as many. , as refleétupon
the Piety and Good Intention. of it 5. and
my Proofs  fufficiently Perfwafiwe. for all
fuch 5 who comenot tn examine the force
of them withinwincible Prejudice, and refo-
Iution not to be conwinced,

But, leftL [hou'd [eent to anticipate
your Lordfbips Fudgenent, which: being
woft profound , camnot butb e .alfomoft Bx
quitables it becometh. me rather to. excnfe
this ny exceeding Prelumption., indaring
t0



S
The Epiftle Dedicatory.
toinvokethe Patronage of fo dlluftrions a
Perfon as _1,'u:fr'Lﬂrd(Z:ip,m fo ill-contpofed a
work .as this is;which (with all conceiwable
Humility and Devotion of Spirit )Iiere
lay at your feet.  Truly, My Lord, I have
fo many Reafons to alleage, in defence of this
wty Ainbition , that, fbould I infift upon but
the one balf of them, this fbeet wonld [well
mto a Volume greater than the Book_ it Jeifiy
which it now wufbers to your View. Let it
fuffice, therefore , I m ft bumbly befeech
you 5 that, bad 1badno inclinarionsin my
felf to this way of teffifymg my Reve-
renceand Adwiration of your Lordfbips E-
minency  bothin the Quality of your Per-
fon, and PerfeStions of your Mind;. yet the
wery riles of common Prudence, and Law
of Decency would not hawe permittedme to
makethis A ddre[[eto any otber, but your felf.
For,

When I reflect upon GreatnefSe of Con-
ditian;. ;'Hﬂ.-mr{r nry rr',m.r;g[rr_r ﬁx upon your
Lordfbip as one, whom your bigh B irth,and
bigher Merits ( affifted by the favour of
Heaven ) bave elevatedto a fublime | pbm;;

b 0



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

of Honowr , wherein, among the Nobility of
the Firft Magnitude, you [bine with daxling
luftre , fuch as flrikes the eyes of wll below
with folemn Veneration, and excites anoble
Emulation in thofe Few that move tnthe
fame orb of Dignity with you.

If I confider greatnefSe of Virtue; Inced
look no  further then upon your Lordfbip
in whown: all Heroical Virtnes are fotran-
fecendently confpicsous, that they feent to be
E[Jentially concentred in your very Nature
and as if they were therein met together , on
purpofe to fhew the world,How glorious &
thing may refult fromt fuch aConflux of Great
and Good.

If I re[peét Greatnefs of Judgment; whi-
ther,cven in this Age of Light.fbould I go bus
to your Lordfbip 2 Who, baving with con-
tinued indnftry eultivated that fertil and ca-

pacious field of your Mind, andplanted ut

with all the moft ufefull Notions in Theolo-
2y, Metaphy ficks, Phyficks, Medicine, Law
Ciwil and Common, the Mathematicky , and
other Arts and Sciences; bave at length reap-
ed fo rich a Harveft of General Knowledgs

- a6



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

as might alone Pfemr'ﬁrd{y maintain the whole
Commonwealth of Letters. Infomuch as all
men are ready to confefs ,  that if there be an
Univerfal Oraclein the World, for the fol-
wing all Difficulties in Learning, You are
it Nor doth any thing reftrain them from ac-
cufing you of Engroffing all Scienceto your
Jelf, but your vare Affability , and prompt-
nefs to tmpart it to others.

Shounld 1100k forth for the Chiefeft Pa.
tron of Learned Men; 1he Commeon People
themfelves, daily abfrwfaz fogreat a Con.
fluence of men of the Long fgmb, tothe place
of yowr refidence, and thofe too the moft emi-
nent in their feveral F aculties, would foon
diret meto your Lordfbip: And your Fa-
vonr of Schollars is become (o notorions,
that Ibawve beard it urged as a chief Caufe,
why Learning bath of late found fuch admi-

rable Adwancement in our Nation, notwi r)-

Jtanding the check of our unbappy Civill

arres.

In fene, [oould] confult my own parti.
cular Obligations; Gratitude it [elf wonld
rife up andinjoyn me to make this Oblation
only



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
only to your Lordfbip; fince from you alone
I bave received more botl of Encourage-
ment and Afftftance in my [tudees, than frout
the whole World befide’, fo that, indeed, your
Right to this Homage I now make to your
Lordfbip , dethwholly take away the Free-
dom ﬂf ik,

What I bave faid,My Lord,though( I fear
me)[carce agreeable to your [ewere Modefty ;
is yet fully agrezable with Iruth,and as wel
krown as yonr Name; and therefore, without
offending the Law of Decency (as I faid a-
fore)Lought not to hawe permitted this Trea-
tife to wenture abroadinto the conumon Aer,
withont that Advantage and ProteStion ,
which your , and only your ‘Patronage can
giveit. Nor would P olicie bawe advifedme
otherwife: for,albeit among my Readersma-
ny may chance to diflike the Book it felf; yet
fureLam, moft will like 1t wmeh the bet-
ter, forcarrying fo illuftrions a Name in
the Epifile; and the fevereft Criticks can-
not but commend mry judgement in the Deds-
cation.

Notwith§tanding all thefe Inducements
alleage-



The Epiltle Dedicatory.
alleageable in fawour of my Boldne(s,] think,
it [afer tocaft my [elf sntirely upon your
Lord(bips Charity, for a Forgivene[s of it ,
than to truft in their importance, bow g rea
foever it may feem. Andtherefore, without
being further rude,in difturbing your thonghts
fromthings of more weight and concernment;
Limoft humbly beg your Lordfbips gracious
Acceptance of this publick acknowledgment,
I here make, of that fﬂﬁnii e Obferwvance and
Thankfulne(s, which is due to you from,

—y

My moft Honourd LOR D
your Lordfhips moft humble, moft obe-

dient, and moft faithful Servant

W: CHARLETON: N
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The Errorsofthe Prefs, that have efcaped the Eye ofthe Cor-
rector, though but few and veniall, are yet not (o foon
excufed,as mended, by reading

Affeftation for affeflion, in the 10, line of the 10, page,
And, for ane,in 221, of the 2 §, page.

Coppices, for Coppies, in thes. i. of the 30. page.
Silence, for filenie, in the 1.1. of the 62, page.

contraft, for Contra&t, inthe o. |. of the 71. iugt:,
Demonfirateth it [elf, for demonftsate chits felkin the 19. 1of the 72, page.
Immaterial, tor immortal, in che 1, 1, of the 85, page,

Nightly, fer mightly, in the 14, L. of the 127, page,

No other encouragment, for no other other, & inthe 1. |, of the 13 g.page.
Obelifckes, for obeliks, in the 1, 1. of che 139. page.

Contraft, for Contra&, in the 18 1. of the 153, page.

Make, for moke, inthe 22, I ofthe 165 page,
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An Advertifement to the
R EADER,

A Mong the Ancient Dhilofephers (" as you may remember ) nothing
was mare frequent, than to deliver their opintans and documents,
ai wel Phyfical as Moral, in the plain and familiar way of Dialogue;
and the Reafons, that induced them thereunto, are not unworthy confide-
ration. For, befides the opportunity both of commemarating their worthy
F riendsyand of introducing feveral occaftonal and digreffive [peculations,
that might be, pechaps, ner lefle grate ful, nav lefJe ufeful, than the prin-
cipal Argument propofed; they thereby gave themfelves the advantage of
freely alleaging the various and different Conceptions and Perfwaffons of
Men, concerning the (ubjell, which they. had defigned to difeufs = Which
in the fviffer method of Pofitive and Apodiftical Teaching , they could
not with equal conveniency do; And bow much better we may judge of the
truth of any Theorem, when we bave keard as wel the principal Reg-
fons thar impugne, as thofe that affert it, is pbvieus tq common obferya:
tion. Hereunto may be added, that 4 Difcqw {; digefted inta the formofa
familiar Conference,dath by its variety delight,and by its natural freedom
and fumiliarity more gently infinuate it [elf into the Mind ; asis affured
by Experience. Now , wwhen you have sefleffed upon thefe Confiderati-
ens, you clearly underftand what were the main Movives, which induced
the Author of this Treatife, todifpofe bis Collelitons and [olitary Me-
ditations, on this excellent fubjell,the Immortality of Mens Souls ,
into & Dialogue confilfing of Fhree Perfons, the one Fropugning, ano«
ther impugning that moft comfortable Tenent, and the third impartially
Determining their Differences. But yer (as 1 have beqrd )He had one
inducernent more to this manner #f writing; and that was , that being
not lang fince in France, and invited to difeourfeof the [ame Argument,
§fe delivered the fubitance of all that is bere [poken by one of thelInter-
Jocutors (vig. Achanafius)in a free Colloguy, berwixt Himfelf and twe
of his bonour’d Friends, as they were recreating and repifing themfelues
in Luxenburg Ggardenin Paris. So that in the Circumflances of 1his
Confabulation, there is nothing of Fiftion, befides that of Names proper
to each of 1he Speakers. And, as for thofe; the Parts they bear in the
Difcourfe, fufficiently difcover their Derivations.

Henry Herringman.
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IMMORTALITY
OF THE
HUMAN SOUL;

Demontftrated by the Light

of Nature,

DIALOGVE THE FIRST,

The Interlocutors. [
LUCRETIVS, ATHANASIVS, ISODIC.ASTES.

.

Lucretius.

O\ Cravz Ll met, my deare and honored o4e

’F fbﬁmffm 5 Thus to encounter you,
: I am fure, is more then a gnucl
e omen: Itisa happinefle in prefent.

Athanafius.

I wifh it may be fo, Lucretius 5 but, when I
reflect upon my owne unworthinefle, and want

b of




The Immortality of the Human Soul. Dialog, 1.

of power to be ferviceable to my Friends,in any
proportion tomy refpeéts, or the honour Ire-
ceive in their commands ; I cannot eafily be fo
vaine,as to conceive,l can be an occafion of Hap-
pineffe to you, in any kind. However, letme
affure you, both of my' joy to {ee you, and my
readinefle to ferveyou. '

Lucretius.

Ah! Athanafius , 1 am already convinc’d of
both. I am dot {6 unacquainted with the exteri=
our Charaers of the%afsiuns, as not plainely
to perceive the evidences of joy in your countce
nance. The ferenity of yourafpe, the pleafant
fmoothnefle of your forhead ; the vivacity and
luftre of your cyes, and the unufuall {fanguine
tinGure of your cheeks , are perfe& demonttra-
tions of that Pafsion within you, which with a
{fudden yet gratefull violence caufeth an effufion
of blood and {pirits towards the habit of the bo-
dys asif the Soul, impatient of delay and di-
flance , difpatch’d thofe her Emifiaries to meet
and bring in her beloved obje&. And, asfor your
fingular Humanity,and generous inclination to
oblige, by doing good ofhces 5 the happy expe-
rience I have had of that, hath long fince confir-
med me,that, if there be any {uch thing as a per-
fe&@ Friend left inthe World, certainely you
are that thing;wherc once you are pleaf’d to pro-
feffe a Deareneffe. But, why do 1 injure my

{elfe, in deferring that content, thisfaire oppor-
runity offersme , in your converfationy while
1 endcavour to preventyour further profeffion
of that fincerity and truth,I long ago knew to be
inherent




Dialog. I, . Demenfiratedby tbe Light of Natave,

inhetent and effentiall to your very Soul2 ‘Pray
therefore 5 let me borrow you, foran hour or -
two , from your meditations or other ferious
imployments, that we: may not onely {olace out
{elvesswith recalling tomind our ancient Caref=
{es, ih the dayes of youthy innocence and peace,
and mutnally cotigratulate each others health
and fafety; after l% many troubles, dangers;and
changes of Forrune,as the late Civill Warresin
England hath driven us upon : butalfo revive
that quomndam cuftome of ours, when we were
Fellow-Collegiates in Oxford, of difcourfing
freely and calmely of fome Argument or other
in Philofophy. For, though I have notbeenefo
good 2 husband of my time,as I might have been,
nor improved the feverall opportunities of aug-
menting my {mall ftock of lcarning , that fome

eares travell towardsche South, and frequent
Ima ring the moft eminent profgffors of all Arts
& Sciences, in forraigne Univerfities offered me;
yet, let me tell you; I have not beene altogether
a {tranger to fludy, nor utterly loft my famili-
arity with the Mufes. Nay more, fince the day
1 firft ventured abroad into the World, I have
had no Miftreffc that held any confiderable
room in my thoughts, but One; and that the
very {fame 1 have many times obferved you to
court, with the ftrongeft defires and firiGeft de-
votion imaginable.

Athanaftus,

Whe1: pray Sir, who was that> I doe not
remember I ever tooke Cupid for .any other
B2 than



The Immortality of the HumanSoul.  Dialog, 1]

than an imaginary Deity, or that I refign’d up
the rains of my will and Affections into the un-
fteady hands of a VWWoman. Sometimes perhaps,
I have {fo far comply’d with the incitements of
my youth and blood , as to feeke topleafe my
{eife in the company and favour of a Eandfnmﬂ
VWoman, for divertifement : But I was alwaies
too well aware of their Tyranny, ever to put my
felfe {erioufly and durably und)ér their governe
ment.

Lucretius.

Alas Sir, you miftake me. T doe not meane
a Woman 3 but Her,upon whom women ufual-
ly transfer the blame of all their imperfe&ions,
Natare,

Athanafius.

Her, indeed, I have courted long and zealouf-
ly,and intend to dy her Admirer. For, though
itbea great while fince I became confcious of
the vaft diftance betwixt us,and of my incapa-
city to fatisfic my defires in the knowledge of {o
much as the leaft part of Her; yet my defires are
{till the fame, and I difcover ["Lch an infinite va-
riety of frefh beauties & excellencies in her eve-
ry day,that but to gaze upon them at diftance,&
view Her in the weake and pale refletions made
in the glaffe of my own Reafon, I finde the moft
pleafant & ravifhing employment, n;y minde is
capable of, and which me thinks fufficiently
compenfates all the Labours and Diffieulties 1

meet with in my purfuitof her. And ifthist?]ee
at




Dialog. 1. . Demonfivated by the Light of Nature®

that Miftrefle,you have {o long affetted, I efteem
you fingularly happie in your Choice, and my
{clte happie in having fuch a Rivall,as may pro-
mote my Addrefles,and yer at the fame time fur-
ther his owne,

Lacretius.

And Iibeleeve [ fhall likewife dy , asIhave
lived, Her humble Admirer too. For, I have
more reafon then you, confidering the vaftad-
vantage you have over me, in Wit, perfpicaci-
ty, and judgement; and that your profeffion
daily furnifheth you with variety of frefh obfet-
vations and ufefull experiments ( for, the Art
of Medicine is the beft, if not the onely Pragical
Philofophy we have, and who {o enquires into
the operations of Nature, by no other light than
that of Books and folitary fypcculatinns, {hall in
the end find his head full of {pecious Termes,
but empty of true and folid Science. ) I fay, con-
fidering this, I have more reafon than ‘you to
defpaire of ever attaining to the leaftdegree of
¥amiliarity and privacy with fo divine a Model,
as fhe is. Xnd lcanﬂ:é ingenuoufly to you,that
after all my ftudious applications to Her , for o
many yeares together , and all my beft endea-
vours to infinuate my felfe into her neererac-
quaintance,l canget no further then to difcover,
that fhe is like the Sun, the more we fixe our
eyesupon her, flill the leffe we difcern of her 3
- thatfhe is an immenfe Ocean, too deepe for the
founding line of Mau’s rcafon ever to reach Her
bottom : and ( in a word ) that berwixt Us,who
call our felves Philofophers, Sccretaries of Na-
B3 tuce,
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The Immortalsty of the Human Soul. Dialog. 1.

ture, &c. and the Illiterate, 'who calmely ac-
quiefce in the {imple information of their fenfes,
thereis no other difference, but what confifteth
wholly in Opinion : We flatter our felves with
a beleef, that we know more than really we dos
and they remaine free from the difquiet of that
curiofity, which occafions our delufion; they
neither know nor beleeve they know; we only
beleeve we know.And yer,for all this difcourage-
ment, I am ftill conftant in my affe&ions to Her,
andmy Soul as eager and hot in the purfuit, as
if it expe&ed to carry Her clearely in theend.So
that Icannotbut ftay heer a litle, and wonder
at the ftrange temper of my Mind, which is ftill
poflefs’d with a ftrong défire of what I fee no
Eaﬂibiliry ever toenjoy 5 efpecially whenI re-

c¢& upon what I havebeen taughe, by fuch as
were well skil’d in the nature of Paffions, that
Love is alwases accompanted with Probability of Fru-
tzon,which is the reafon we much oftner obferve
perfons of high rank to become enamour’d on
their inferiors, than the contrary., ThisIam
fure of,, that this unceffant defire of knowledse
muft be Natural, and coeffential to the Soulof
Man; or elfe it muft be a Produé&ion of Opinion,
as fundry other Appetites are. And, if it be in-
grafted into our minds, by Natures owne hand,
methinks it fhould be more capable of {atis-
tagtion 3 for , Nature doth never inftitute any
thing in vaine , bur commonly provides meanes
for the expletion of cach Appetite fhe createth.
But, if itbe not Natural, and the effe& only of
Prefumption ; how comes it to be fo Univerfall>
there




Dialﬂgl I. mfmﬁﬂﬁ?'ﬂffd J’J‘ the nghr ﬂf Nature:

there being noman , though nere forude and
favage, who doth not perceive his Mind to be
under the{overeignty of this Affection, more or
leffe: nay,as I remember, I have read a difcourfe
of yours, wherein you have proved that all the
Actions of our lives: are in fome {orr or other
the effects of this Tendency to Science.And thus
you fce,e4thanafius into what a labyrinth I have
unexpectedly brought my thoughts 3 nor canl
hope to extricate my felfe , unlefle you fhall
pleafe to lend me the Clue of your ftonger and
more decifive reafon,

Athanafius.

Lend you the clue of my Reafon, fay you?
Alack, alack, Lacretius, 1 well perceive, your
long converfation which the French, hath in-
feGted you with the humour of f{ayingia great
deale more then you thinke, and tempting your
Friends modefty with attributes of more value
than you know belongs to them, asif I couldbe
{o arrogant as to undertake the folution of a
Ridle, which Lucretius really finds too hard for
him. No, Lucyetius, no,l am too confcious of my
owne dulnefle and ignorance, ever to entertaine
a conceipt fo extreamely vaine. But, come, I
perceive your drift. I know you tobe one of E-
picuras’s Difciples , and indeed the moft emi-
nent among(t them; and having long fince di-
gefted and heightned all your Mafters Argu-
ments, for the Mortality of the Human Soul ;
knowing me to be irreconcileable to that un-
comfortable and dangerous Opinion, you would
now
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now takethe opportunity of experimenting the
force of them upon fo weake an Adverfary as
my {elfe. Not that I think a perfon of your wit
and acutenefle can be {o infenfible of the admi-
rable and almoft divine operations of that noble
Eflence, even while fhe is lodged in Walls of
clay,as tobe ferioufly of his perfwafion, That
fhe is onely a certaine Contexture or difpofition
of thinneft and fublileft Atoms, and foupon
the change of that difpofition by death,is imme-
diately diffolved, and thofe Atoms againe dif-
perfedin the infinite Inanity or Space 3 but, that

you would willingly heare what I am able to
alleage to the contrary,

Lucretius.

Will you beleeve me, Athanaftus ? 1 had no
{fuch dr:ﬁ)ém: upon you : Nor can [ eafily con-
cetveshow you could from that doubt I propofed
to you, draw any fuch {ufpition,

Arfma:;:ﬁﬂs.

No? Whither then could that difcourfe of
yours tend> I it not plaine that the Sonl’s infati-
ate and unlimirted defire of knowledge,is a good

Argument of her being Immaterial, and confe-
quently indiffoluble >

Lucretiys.

O, now I apprehend you. Iremember indeed
I have heard that urged, and asa mighty Argu-
ment in the Schooles, bur at prefent I had no re-
fleétion thercupon, However, I thanke you for

gl‘.lrl[lg
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giving me the hint , and humbly beg your pur-
{uite of it.'Tis 2 Theam worthy {o ftrong a brain
as yours, and ( pardon my freedom ) Ithink you
are oblig’d to fatisfic the expetation of the
World, by divulging your Conceptions con-
cerning that Subje&. For, as I remember, in the
Conclufion of your Phyfiology ( which I had the
good fortune not long {ince to {ee and perufe, in
the Jefusts Library here in Paris, and with more
content and benefit to my mind , than your mo-
defty will permit me to exprefle to you ) you
promife a {econd part thereof, in way of difco-
very of the Nature and Immortality of the Rea-
{onable Soul of man.

Athanafius.

Truth is, I there {aid fomwhat of my Hopes
and willingnefle to finifh that firuGure ( how
flight and confufed foever it were ) by addition
of what {feem’d requifite to make itentire, which
is the Confideration of the nature of Souls; as
well thofe of Unreafonable, as thofe of Reafon-
able Creatures: And this fome, and youamong
the reft, have been pleas’d to interpret for a pro-
mife. Bur, grant itbe fo; Yer, {ure I am, it was
only Conditionall, andin cafe I (houldreccive
the friendly Approbation of fuch judicious per-
fons as hacri"urve}r 'd the firfk Story of that build-
ing, for my encouragement , and obtain Leifure
and Quiet, for my better effecking the reft. And
how far Ihave been from receiving that, or ob-
taining thefe, I{uppofe you cannotbe ignorant.

G Lucye-
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Lucrelsus,
Yesreally 1 am,

Aihanafius, hoyd
Teacs{omwhat firange, Why thieir give'me
leave to tell you, that, inftcad of that %andur
in the forgivenefle of my lapfes, and that appro-
bation of my toyl and induftry s which ] look’d
for from my Readersy T'have reaped o other
fruit of all'my laboursin thac longand dafhicule
Work, but moft fevere, inhumane , uncharitas
ble, unjuft Cenfures. Some condemning me
of too much youthfull Heighth and AffeStion in
the ftyle; others accufing me of ufurping other
men’s Notions, Maxims , and Experiments for
my own,' without fo muchas naming the Au-
thors, to whofe bounteous Witand Induftry
¥ was beholding for their difcovery and commu-
nicationsa third fort reproaching me with incons
fiderationsin affuming a taske of weight fovalk-
ly difproportionate to the flendcr nerves of my
judgment; and a fourch {candaling me with neg-
ligence in the duties of my Profeflion, and inva-
ding the cerrainty of :all its Rules and Maxims,
while T wholly addicked my {elfe ro the fanova-
tion of its Fundamentalls. Now if you canallow
this for encouragement, I fhall the leffe wonder
at your expedation of my proceeding tuthe ac-
complifhment of that worke, which (T call Hea-
ven to witneffe out of pure devotion toknow-
ledge; and commendable ambition to be fervice-
able to the Commonwealth of Learning in pro-
P ' | portion
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portiontomy talent)l had propofed to my felf ro
enterpriles Ocherwife, T hope, you will not eti-
vy me, the Peace Laim at, in being henceforth
filent, and employing all my Colleétions, Ob-
fervations,and Speculations Philofophicaliy only
to the furnithing the litdde Cabinee of my awn
brain. 1 have now at length learied, thar Sdpere
domi to endeavourthe acquificion of Science in
private, ought tobe the principall feope of a
Wife man: Nor{halllcafily fuffer my {eif to be
diverted from therefolution Fhave taken, con-
{tantly coput thar excellent Leffon in practice.
And as for Leifure and Quiet ( without both
which, you well know ; no man can compile a
work ot any folidity and accuratenefle 5 in any
part of Learning whatfoever) I have been fo
tarre from enjoying cicher of them 4 thaton the
contrary , from thetime I firfk publithed chac
Phyfiology you mentioned , even to this very
day, T'havebeen embroil’d in as many troubles
and diftradtions, as malice, perfecution , and
tharp adverfity could accumulate upon me. 1
have been drivenfrom my Country, Houfe, Fa.
mily, Books, Friends , and Acquaintances and
wholly depriv'd of all the chict endcarments of
lifes infomuch that I ama perfeé firanger to a-
ny {uch thing as comfort, but what I omeumes
form to my feif out of the affurance of my Inno-
cence, and che hope of that compenfation that is
ordaineds for Patience inunjuft {offerings. Ina
word, Lugretins, ( forasit fharphech tie {enfe of
my afHi&ions inmy {elf, for me torecounc tiien
{o- Lknow itcannotbe; bur very wnpleafant o
C 2 ; you,

Demonfivated by the Light of Natare,
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you, to hear the miferable adventures of your
Friend ) for almoft thefe two laft years , T have
been continually tofs’d up and down by a Tem-
peft of Calamity , which is yet {o violent, that
the dangers, which threaten me, feem to defpife
the prevention of that fmall skill I have in the
ufe of my Compafs: My Anchors are loft, my
Veflell leaks, the VVinds hurry it from land,
and I hourly exfpeét to fink down-right. Nor can
Ifee how it is poffible for me to avoid it , unlefie
relief fuddenly come from that Divine Power 3
by whofe permiffion ( for my chaftifement ) it is,
that the cruelty and rageof my Enemieshave
raifed this ftorm againft me. Confider, then,
whether this be a Condition fit to ftudy in , or
whether you could forbear to have an indigna-
tion againfk this follys whos being in (uch a cafe,
fhould hope to write any thing worthy fo judi-
cious and curious an eye, asyoursis? Ifnot,
pray ceafe to reproach me, with having been
wanting as well to my felf astothe VVorld, in
not making good the Promife you urge; And ra-
ther give me your advice how to deport my felf
as becomes a Pnilofopher> with Conftancy and
tranquillity of mind, than firive to aggravate my
difquiet, by engaging me to writc on fo abftrufe
and difficulc a Subjeét,

Lucretius,

You have told me enough to change my Curi-
ofity into Sadnefle and Commiferaton. Ifhall
not be fo rude to exafperate the {mart of your
wounds, by prefling you further to dilclofe them
to
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tome, nor am I fo good a Phyfician for the
Mind , as toprefcribe you any more foveraign
remedies agaionft Difcontent, than what Tam
fure you well know already. Bur fince you re-
quire my advice, I {hallbid you look into that
Magazine of choice Morall Precepts, which you
have been long colleéting, and treafuring upin
your own breaft: For, there, 1 am fure, you will
find {uch Cordialls ; and vertuous Antidotes; as
will fecure your Soul from being difcompos’d at
the worft that evill Fortune can-do againft you s
and heighten your thoughts and Refolutions to
a generous defiance of temporall croffes, and a
perfed Contempt of the VVorld. And among
the reft , as you meet with it , be fure to dwell
longeft upon this rule, Never fuffer your Spivit
to fink; {till remembring, that Vertue is like pre-
cious Odours, moft fragrant, when incens'd ox
crufb’ds and that the extremities of worthy Per-
fons are ufually annihilated in the confideration
of their own defervings, but alwaiesovercome
i theend , by their bravery and magnanimity
fhew’d in the entertainment of them. VVhich
the rather point at, becaufe I know you to be of
a Melancholy difpofition , and fuch commonly
fuffer adverfe accidents to make too deepim-
preflions upon their mind ,  which is thereupon
apt to dejection , which fome have defined to be
the firft ftep to finall Defpair; And how difficult
athing it is to raife himup , who helps to de-
prefs himfelf; I need not tell you. It will not be
amifle alfo for you, often to have recourfe to
gentle and Philofophicall Divertifements, and
to

13
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to admuc conferences with your Friends , touch-
ing fome Azguiment ot other, that you are able
to dfcourfe of familiarly,and without torturing
the brain ,and putting your Imagination upon
the rack: For, by this means, youihallinfen{ibly
wear out the, Charadters your misfortunes and
diftrefles have ftampt inyour Soul j 'and find @
plealurc in taking occafionall reviews of the fe-
verall ufefull Notions filed up in the rolls of
your Memory, and at the (ame time, both benc-
fit and endear your company.,

Athanafius,

Sir , your Counfelis excellent , and I fhall
make it my chief eare to let you fee how much
I prize it, by my endcavours totollow it pre-
cifcly, . Buty know withall , Lacretius, thas the
forehight, I tell you , - I have of my approaching
ruine , as toall that Fortune laies claim ro as
hers,doth not imply cither my Fear of it,or want
of refolution to fudteintthar, and even Death it
{clfy in what fhape foeverit fhall prefent it felf
without ftooping one hair’s breadth below that
pitch of {pirit, that belongsto an honeft Mind to
confervein all encounters. "Tis one thing to pre-
vilea danger , and another to beftarcled and
grow pale at the ftroak of it = [ well underitand
the value of the goods of the Mind above thofe
of Fortune : An L%if Lcan be fo much in favour
with Heaven, as tobe endowedbur withthe
leaft portion of the Former , T fhall eafily part
with the Lattersand account my felf rich enough
in the exchange: Be confident therefore, thatfo
long
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long as I can conlerve my -iregrity 5 Bhvd the
peace of my Confcience entirey, 1 thall.allo keep
my. Spirit from deyeétion , . nor, will irbedn the
power of my Adverlaries. ever todeprefleir,
with all the weightseiadverfisy they can lieap
upon me, ; ., - i y hoofizobng iieslo ¢
As for thatway.of Piverufement » 1by-free
and unbiafsed Poslolephicall ‘Conferencesyou
{pcak of 3 Iapprovg it,as very available both ro
the gentle wiegsiog of the Mind | from fad.appres

[

henfions, and ¢1@ excreife of its mare agrecable
Habits, But, [ fear mie, you do as that Phyfician,
who prefcribed his Patient a dofe of the grand
Elixir, in the yolk of a Pheenix egge ; Yourefsr
me toa Medicing | cannot pnlﬁbly ebtain,: -For,
though among; the French there be many excel-
lent Wits,and mcwinent fot their abilities in
all kinds of Learning; Yet I obferve them genc-
rally to be of xa. temper. more fit for. hot-and
tefty Difputes, . thén.calm and. peaceable De-
barcs, 1n way of Difquifition : ,and commonly.,
they arcfo Ec-rc:: nnccli ardent in defenceof their
own preconceived opinions 5 -that theyaccount
it.a pieee of difrefpect and incivility in any:man
that {eems to doubt, -or.call the verity of them
in queftion, So thata Noble perfonof éur Na-
tion, who hath lived long in this City ,  andis
able to give 4 true Cha;adter of the Frénch Ge-
nius,as tothisparticular,was pleas’d totell me
withun thefe few daies , . that their bivmdur of
prejudice toall that is not their owii; thoughre-
ally muchbetter then their own., -extendsalfo
to their Tenents in Arts and Sciences’; And that
it
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it would be hard for me to find a Scholar among
them,who would not rather lofe the opportuni-
ty of inveftigating a truth, by anequitable and
patient comparing of the ftrength of other mens
reafons with his own , then not appear tohave
clearly underftoed the full nature of the thing ,
before it was propofed. Now , how highly difa-
greable this would be to my Genius, which is fo
averfe to all contefts and paffionate Alrercati-
ons, and which alwaies brings me to Philofo-
phicall Difcourfesonly asto En?uiriﬁ's, not final
Determinations , and with perfe&t indifferency
to either fide, not caring at aﬁe whether my Al-
legations , or my Opponent’s, give the greater
light to certainty 5 fo 1 attain to any degree of
certainty in the end: 1 fay, how dilagreeable this
Overweening of the Frenghi, would be to me in
Converfation,you may eafily conjeGure. Befides
I am yetbut beginning to {peak their Language,
and {o am uncapable of thebenefirand pleafure
of their Colloquies. And though many of them
arc very great Mafters of the Latine, and write
very elegantly therein; Yet when they come to
?Eak it, you may perceive fuch a tedious re
undancy of words flowing trom their tongues ,
as will fufficiently convince you , that they cane
rot fuddenly -tranflate the conceptions of their
minds into another Language , without retain-
ing the verbofity of their own, Which I find ex-
ceedingly troublefome to me ,  inrefped of the
narrownefle of my capacity’s that caufeth me
many times to 101% the notion and fenfe , in the
long and firi¢t attention to the expreffionss Juft
as
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as when we meet fome perfon in brave and
gawdy clothes , the wavingof his Featherand
Ribons, and the Luftre of his Lace, fo difira&
and take off our fight, that we{ee the lefie of his
Facesand when he 1s paft by us, we remember
more of his dreffe; than his ftature , complexion
and afpe&. And thus you fee how unlikely it is
for me to meet with the Phyfick you prefcribe
me, here among the French.

And as for the Englifh thatnow refide here 3
I amnot acquainted with any one ( except your
felf ) who makes it his bufinefle to purfue the
favour of thofe {evere and referved Mufes , that
you and I {o much adore. Some doubtlefle there
are of the fame contemplative inclination ; But
(asItell you)l have not encountred fo much
felicity as toknow .any one of them 5 andifk
did, without good experience of his candor, and
fome degree of intimacy, I fhould think it an
unpardonable Solcecifme in good manners, to
moleft him with the importunity of my Cone
verfation, which {avours of nothing fo much as
of fowrnefle and melancholy.So that unleffe you
pleafe to be the remedy you advife , I{eeno
probability of my obtaining it , till I return into
England.

Lucretius,

What you have now remarked of the
French’s being generally great Opinionators, my
obfervation alfoconfefleth to bealtogether true.
Nor are there among our Country-men , in this
place , many of thofe we call Votaries of Na-

D tures
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ture; Yet I can introduce you to the knowledge
of a Peifon, noble by Birth, and of high conditi-
on,but infinitely more noble by the eroick en-
dowments of his better part, and the large mea-
fure of Knowledge he hath acquired in all
thinosof moftufc, to the well government of
our E:ivcs, in all the various occurrences of life.
He is a prudent Eftimator of mens a&ions and
opinions,but no rigid Cenfor of either. A valiant
Affertor of truth, yet far from Tyranny 5 where
he finds an errour 5 as alwaies refleéting onhu-
man frailty, and the obfcurity of things in them-
felves. Hewell knows how to overcome, but
not at all to triumph ;. And whenhe hath over-
come, you can hardly perceive he ever contend-
ed. Forshe doth not {eem {fo much to refute,as to
teach , rather gently infinuating verity , then
ftrugling in the detettion of tal{hood. Curious in
the colleGion of Books, diligent in reading them,

| acourate in examining what they deliver, & al-

waies more favourable ro Reafon, then to Au-
thority, unleffe in matters of Faith, A great Lo-
verof Experiments in Phyfick and Chymiftry 5
Yet no waies infected withithe vanities of the
ones or frauds of the other. A friend toall learn-
ed & judicious men of your Profeflion, he meets
with ; and a Patron to the Arc it {elf. Witnefle
the vaft paines and coft he hath lately beftow’d
upon his Garden , wherein are now growin

more then twothoufand fix hundred Plants o%'
different forts; Each of them being, according
to admirable methods difpof’d intoa particular
Claffis, conteining abl the {pecics reierriblﬁ to
' their;
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their proper Genus or Tribe: So that confide-
ring the great variety , and orderly ranging of
the Plants, I cannot think it much inferior to
the famous Seminary of Vegetables at Bloys,
belonging to the Duke of Orleans. Witnefs like-
wife the {pacious Elaboratory, hehath caufed
to be ereéted in his houfe, and furnithed with
Furnaces, Veflells, and Inftruments of all forts
Which he imployes rather for his recreation ,
and the extragion of the moft virtual and pu-
reft parts of Herbes , and other medicinal Sim-
ples;and the diftillation of choife’ Cordial Wa-
ters and Spirits, for the confervation.of health,
than in practifing the impoftures of Pfeudo.chy-
~mifts , that pretend to the myfterious Artof
Tranimutation of Metalls, and making the Phi-
-Jofophers flone, as theycallit.. And yet Ihave
known when he bath permitted:-one of thofe
Baftards of Hermes , therein to run through 2
whole Progrefle, or courfe of Spagirical opera=
tions, 1n o?‘%f:r to the produion of the Seminal
tinGuré of Gold : But, it was only, that the man
-himfelf might be the better'convinc’d , - and the
World fatisf’d éf the folly and knavery offuch
attempts , by the conftant. unfucceffefullnefs
of them. Inaword, Athanafius; he isa perfe&t
Virtuofo, one infinitely above the beft Chara&er
Icangive him: Nor do I hereinaim at praifing
him, but affuring you, that in him you may meet
with the moft pleafing and farisfadtory Conver-
{ation in the World,

D 2 Athanafius.
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Athanafias.

Even now you mention’d the Philofophers
ftone, Lucretius , and {ure this excellent Perfon
you defcribe, is 1tz For if the Elixir be only Vir-
tueina Parable, as Iknow fome wife men have
affirmed, why may not I think him fo? Burwho
1s it,[ pray 2

Lucyetius.

Iam f{urewyou have often heard his name,
and perhaps feen himtoo:"Tis 150D IC 45-
TES.

Athanafius.

I know him both by fight and fame. He was
with us in Oxford, intime of the late Warres,,
and in great favour and truft with the King his
Mafter. Andnow I am confirmed of the truth of
all you have {aid of him; having heard as much
from {undry others of worth and Credit. But
will you adventure the reputation of your Judg-
ment {o far as to commend me to hisnotice 1

fcar, you dare not.

Lucretius.,

Yes I do, and doubt not to receive his thanks
for my Labour, for I know you to be fingularly
able in your Profeffion, and as free in the com-
munication of any thing you have found condu-
eible to the advancementof it, or any other part

of Learning: And cither of thofetwo qu ahtmé
(;
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(if you had no other that were commendable )
is {ufficient to endear you to him in a fhoir
time.

Athanafius.

When will you permit me to wait upon you
to him »

Lucretius.

Even whenyou pleafe : What fay you of go-
ing thither this prefent evening » For his houfe
is not far off this place , and about thishour of
the day he is ufually at leafure, and difpofed to
admirc vifics. VWe (hall find him, I fup}mie, view-
ing his Nurfery of Plants , and keeping a Diary
of their fhort lives ; recording in the margine of
his Catalogue , which of them are now in their
youth or immaturity, which in their full vigour
and growth, and which beginning to decline;
And noting alfo which is in the bloflome,
which in the Flower, which in the Seed, which
fit to be cropt , that{o he may be exa& in know-
ing the true feafon when each kind attains to its
pride and perfection of Virtue. For, at this time
of the year, and till the latterend of Auguff, this
commonly is his recreation every evening, 1n
cafe the weatherbe favourable, So thatif you
think fit, I will condu& you thither inflantly,

Atbanafius. | _

Withallmyheart 3. I am not fordeferring
‘happinefle one moment,

Lugretins

2.1
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Lucretius.

Content3 But let me advertife you of one
thing before we go:Though you are a ftranger to
him in perfon 3 yet he is acquainted with your
Genius, by your Writings. You know the fay-
ing , Oratto indicat vérum, And itis not many
daies fince I heard him commend your Phyfio-
logy , and wifh you would procced to publith
the remainder of it concerning the Immorrali-

of the Reafonable Soul, So that affure your

elf 5 he will foon find occafion to draw you on
to difcourfc of that fubjeé : Norcan you with
civility decline it. Therefore, provide your felf
for the ambugh, by turning over the records of
your memory, and rallying your {cattered noti-
ons, in as good oxder as you can, upon {o fhort
warhing,

eAthanafius,

Hear you, Lucretius 3 doth this confift with
the counfell you %&V‘E me , even now , to divert
my {clf from the fenfe of my misfortunes, by en-
tertaining frank and familiar conferences with
ingenious company,without torturing my brain,
and racking: my imagination? You are like a
Phyfician, who forbids his patient Wine, and
Ket can becontent to fechim drunk, foitbein

is company. Do you think I can difcourfe any
whit tolerably of fo difficult an Argument, and

in fuch a prefence, withoutgreat Jabour of the
Mind 2 |

Lucretiss,
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Lucreriss.

Why not > having profoundly confidered;and
frequently revolved the matter in your Mind
before hand , as Iam confidentyou have, or o-
therwife you would not have given us hopes of
%{mr writing a particular Freatife thereupon.

ray, deal ingennoufly withme, have youno
Adver(aria 5 no Firft-Draught of thar picce you
intended, among your Papers ¢

Athanafius,

Some few fheets 1 have , in which I haftil
fcribled over my  Colleétions , and Firi?t
Thoughts, as they chanced to occurr: But dif-
joynted, without Form, and wanting the decen-
cy of connexion and language. But what of tharp
Would you have an Architect acquaint you
with his defign, only by fhewing you his Mate-
rialls lying confuledly congefted together 1n 2
heap 2

Lucretius.

From a view of the Materials » I can guefs at

the ftrength and firmnefle of the building inten-
ded , though not at the Model or Platform.
Therefore, without any further excufes or evafi-
ons, be pleafed to comply with the defires and
expe&ation of your Friends, eitherby affording

s the liberty of perufing thofe memorials &
your thoughts; or by abftraéting the fubftance
or marrow of them vour {elf, and infufing it in-
to our ears in a brief difcourfe,

Athanafiuse
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Athanafius.

I perceive, Lucretius, you wellunderftand the
unlimited power you have over me 35 otherwife
you would not thus have put me upon fucha
Demonftration of it, as requires me, at the {ame
time, to lay afide my Reaflon, and refign up my
dilcretion wholly to the condué of your impor-
tune Curiofity. But, that you may fee I am all
obedience and complacency , where I have once
enter’d intoa league of amity 5 Iwill no longer
confider the hazard of my reputation, in expo-
fing.to your Examination ( which I am fure,will
be [triét enough ) a Summary of thofe Reafons ,
which L conceive fufficiently ftrong and evident
to evince the Immortality of the Human Soul,
while they yet want due Connexion , and fuch
illuftration of Artand Language, as they de-
{erve, and as perhaps I could have beftowed up-
on them, at my better leifure, and vacancy from
follicitude of mind : I fay, I will no longer keep
my reputation in the ballance againft your
Commands , but freely deliver you an Abbre-
viate of my Notes, touching the i%rbje& mentio-
ned. Nor will I defer your fatisfaétion longer
than untill to morrow, about this time; VWhen,
if you pleafe tomeet me here in this cool Cy-

prefs Walk, in Luxemburgh Garden , you fhall
hear what I am able to fay,concerning that par-
ticular, In themean time, Iwill go homeand
look over my papers , and digeft the contents of
them into the moft naturall method I can, upon
{o fhort premeditation, If they anfwer not your
| expe@a-
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expedtation, be juft in imputing itto your own
unreafonable haftes VWhich would notallow me
convenient time, tocaft them ina more uniform
mould: If they do, be not fo much a Courtier, as
to afcribe it to any thing, befides the Goodnefle
of the Caule, in' detence whereof they are
alleaged.

Lucvetius,

My dear Athanafius ; my heart is too narrow
to conteln the joy you have infufed intomes
Nor can 1 exprefle the {malleft parc of that con-
tents which redounds to me from this vour mott
afteCtionate condefcention, And yer I would
urge your kindnefs toa further grant.

Athanafius.

Of what »

Lucretius.
Of fomthing , that will conduce to your own
advantage, in the end.

Athanafius.

I fhall have bue lictle regard to that, if whate
you require may bur be really gratefull to your
felf. Pray, therefore, ceafe hencetorth toefti-
mate my readinefle to {crve my Friend, by the
proportion his requefts hold tomy own utility
anc m olument: And freely (peak your defire,

L.-'s'f'r'-"f;'--.’.f,‘-' .
It is no more,but that you would permit me
E to
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to interrupt you, now and then, in your difcours
{es, to morrow, when we meet, in cafe I fee oc-
cafion of Doubting, or Objeéting any thing that
{cems materiall. For (as you know) I'am {om-
what {tri&t in examining the force of all Argu-
ments propofid to me,el pecially of fuch as pre-
tend Evidence and Certitude requifite to full
Convigion. I would not willingly admitany
Pofition into my beleif ; but what hath paft the
{evereft triall of my Reafon, I can put it to.

Athanafius.

Nor fhall you, Lucretius, be circumvented or
en{nared into an error, by any fophiftry of mine.
If what I fhall urge, in favour of the Soul’s Etcr-
nall fubfiftence atter death, fhall appeare to you
to be leffe cleareorfolid, than I apprehends
pray, dete& the invalidiry thereof and {pare not.

Where I amonce affur’d of €andor,l love to be

oppofed. But fince you intend to raife Scruples
and Objections out of what I {hall deliver , and
that it is cafily poffible for you and me to diflent
abour the pchcmincucc of cach others reafo-
nings: me thinks, it werebut juft, we had fome
Third perfon prefent, whofe judgement and e-
quity may qualific him to play the eArliter be-
twixtus, and unto whofe decifive Verdict we
oughtfm}ualiy to {ubmit our Differences.

Lucretiss.
You have prevented me: Jfudicaftes, 1am con-
fident, willdo us the honour to be the Man. 1

know nonefofit, in refpeé cither of the admi-
rable
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rable perfpicacity of his underftanding , or the
fincerity and uprightnefle of his judgement: As
no Fallacy can efcape his remark, {o the whole
world cannot bribe him toa partial {uffrage. And
if you approve the choice, I will undertake to
prevaile upon him to be prefent atour confe-
rence,and do us that noble office.

Athanafius,

Pray, let him know withall how far I was
from {eeking this occafion of his trouble, and
thac Iam not fo vainly conceipted of the worth
of my notions, as to promife to my {elf they fhall
compenfate his patience, by adding ot mitc te
that large magazine of knowledge , He 15 alrea-
dy mafter of. = All 'Thope for athis hands, isa
charitable forgiveneflc of my Audacity, in da-
ring to enter the lift againft fo potenit an Oppo-
nent, concerning fo difficult and fublime an Ar-
gument, and before fo difeerning a Judge; and
that with fuch blunt weapons, asyour unex-
peéted and fuddaine compulfion of me to the en-
counter, enforceth me to make ule of.

Lucretius.

Fearenot my juftice, cither in owning the vi-
olerice 1 have ufed; to draw you tocomply with
my defires , or faving your modefty the labour
of prepoflefling him with the extreme difhidence
you have of your own Abilitics. And now we
are agreed upon the manner and circumftances
of our Duell, pray, let us a little {olace our
{felves with a turne or two in this coole and fra-
grant walk,into which the neighbouring Oiange

B3 tr
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trees fo plentifully tranfmit the gratefull odour
of their flowers. How like you this fo much ad-
mired Garden? Dothit not clearely demonftrate
to you, how great the additions are, that the
beauties of Nature are capable of . receiving ,
from the hand of Arc?

Athanafius,

I think it worthy asgreatafhare in the fpeGa-
tors wonder, as the vait and magnificenc Fabrick
to which it is adjoyned.And if it be lawful for us
to gucfle at the Greatnefle of Princes Minds , as
well asat that of their wealth, by the amplitude
and fumptuoufneffe of the ftructures they have
reared 5 [ may conjeéture, that the Foundrefle of
this prodigious Pallace, had aSoulin all things
equal to the height of her Dignity,and the large-
nefle of Empire, the once enjoy'd; For, other-
wife her {ubtile Favorite whom {he had raifed
to that immoderate fublimity of power, as made
him fit to be her Competitor for Soveraignty in
dominion ; would not have conceived himfelfe
unftable in his unlimited {fways till he had clipt
the wings of her afpiring Soul, and left her em-
broyld in the jealoufic of the King , her Sonne :
who being perfwaded, that the luftre of his
Diadem was eclipled by her fhining in the fame.
Sphere 5 readily embraced their counfell , who
{uggefted chat the gréamnefle of her policy and
aimes , was never to be obfcured, butby re-
moving her into another climate , by a kind of
gentle Bani(hment, Had (he been of as foft and
tlexible afpiritas the King was, whofe power
- he
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he employ’d toher {uppreflion ; doubtlefle, Mos-
fier the Cardinall had never thought her ‘worthy
the honour of his Fears. Great eniie is alwates a
ffrmi;;rﬁgf;f of great ¢ Merit.  But to leave my
unfeafonable refle&ion on the Queen, who rai-
fed this ftupendious Building, and an{wer your
demand of my opinion of the Garden 3 I tell
you, in a word, It is the moft Princely I ever
faw, for thelargenefle of tic ground or Con-
tents, for the uniformity it holds to the defigne
of the Houfe, for the freedome of Profpet from
all the principall roomes thereof, and for the va-
riety of entertainments it affords, according to
the feverall feafons of the yeare. Here are
Grotta’s, Groves,and places of (hade , for Efti-
vations -and ‘artificiall Fountaines perpetually
{pouting up ftreames of water, to attemper the
fervour of the air, in heat of Summer : Spatious
and open walks to take in the more temperate
and refrefhing breath of the Spring : and arched
Piazza®s thatafford equall (heleer from Sun, cold
or raine. Here is a peculiar Garden for each
moneth in the yeare, in which things of beauty
and fweetnefle are then in {feafon. Here is vari-
ety well forted, Magnificence and Curiofity
gracefully united 5 and yet a Natura | wilde-
neflc fo'wel imitated in all,that the lovelinefs &
perfection of the whole, feemes to confift in the
neat difguife of the fymmetry of the parts:fothat
Art is almof¥ loftin the excellency of icfelf, 8¢ vi-
{ible only in diffembling a contufion, Here Palats
& Nofes ofall forts are exaétly accommodated
and firangers ufually difpute, whether the fight

or Taft; or Smell be the better provided for : nor
15
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is it eafic to decide the controverfie, where each
fenfe is feafted even to fatiety.Here are litleCopf
pies of Orenge trees, environed with hedges o
Jaimine; as if the Planter had refpeét to the mix-
ture of odours in the aer, and intended e——

Lucretius,

Hold, Athanafius , if the diftance doth not de-
ceive me,yonder comes 7SO D IC A4S TE 8, the
wife and good Yes itis He, I am fure. I
can diftinguifh him thus far off, by the graxi:y
of his Habit, and the fober evenne{le of his pace,
with a naturall decorum and comlineffe, expref-
fing the majefty and ferenity of that noble Prin-
ciple , which gives motion to his body from
within,

Athanafius,

Pray put me not out of countenance,by telling
him before my face , how inconfiderate I have
been,in accepting your challenge againft to mors
row. Doe notinfult over the facility and good
nature of your friend , by boafting the force of
your influence upon him.

Lucretius,

L doe confider your excefle of modefty ; and,
therefore, will not touch upon our appoint-
ment, while you arc prefent. Biit, mow hie
drawes necr, lec usnot be rude in feeming in-
\enfible of the fingular refpet due tohis quality

vorth : but mend our pace;and;by our fpeed
nieet him civilly,confefle our tranllg’mrt of joy
to
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to have the happy opportunity Nobleft

and worthieft Zfsdicagtes, your moft humble
{fervant.

Ifodicafles,

Witty Lucretius, Tam yours, and glad to en-
counter you thus unexpectedly.

Lucretius.

Lask your leave Sir to prefent to your know-
ledge, this friend of mine here, a Perfon of more
than common merit , which is more than I need
tell you, when you have heard me name him.

Ifvdicafles,

I remember , 1 have feen this Gentlemans
face often , or one extreamly like him, ar leaft :
But cannot, on the fuddain recall tomind , - or
where, or when.

Lucretius,

In Oxford, Sir, in time of the Wartrs, doubt-
- lefle, if atall. For, He was {carcely arrived at

the twenticth year of his age, when the flames of
ouf inteftine commotions firft brake forch into
open hoftility: And fince they were extingui(h’t
in the ruines of the Royall party, you have been
conftantly refident herein France, whither he is
but lately come. But, notto hold you longer in
fulpence, Thisis dthanafius ; of whom I have
heard you {peak, upon occafion of fome new o-
pinionsand experiments, iy the Phyfiology he
not long fince publifhed, g

Ifodscaftes,

"y




v o
=

The Immortality of the Human Soul, Dialog. 1.

Ifodicafies.

Worthy dthanafius , fortune could not bave
brought me to the knowledge of any Perfon ,
who had aforchand agrearter thare in my efteem
then your felf. Iam an honourer of 'your Art,
and fo cannot bur have a {ingular value and re-
ipet for any, that endeavours by his ftudies and
Wrltings to contribute towards the advance-
mene of i, as [ am {atisfied you have done.

Athanafius.

Moft honour’d Sir, I amnot confcious to my
{clfof any thing in me, worthy the honour of
your flighteft notice, butbarely my Good-will
to Learning, and the fincere Devotion and re-
verence I bear toward your noble felf , whoare
both {o great an Ornament, and Patron of it.
And if you fhall vouchfafe to admit me to the
loweft degree in your good Grace and favoura-
ble regard , upon fo {mall an accountas‘thats
You will demonftrate the vaft extent of yours
Charity , in obliging a poor and inconfiderable
thing, and one that hath nothing but the fim-
plicity of his Zeal, to qualific him for your fer-
vice,

Ifodicates.

You are unreafonably modeft , thus to dimi-
nith-yourf{elf, Athanafius: And as immoderate in
yourovervaluation of my Capacity to exprefle
my affetion to Learning and Learned Men , o-
therwife than only by the content I rake in their
con=+



converfation, But, let usleave this formality of
Complements to young Courticrs, as {avouring
of lefe plainneflcand freedom , than oughtto
be amongft the Votaries of Truthand Science ,
when they meet together : And give me leave to
enquire of you ( for, it feems you came but late-
ly thence ) fomwhat concerning the ftate of
Learning now in Englasd. 1 have been told of
great Difcoveriesmade , by men of your Facul-
ty there, in Anatomy, Difeafes, and their waies
of Cure 5 Far different from the Principles and
Do@rine of the Antients. I have heard alfo,
that the Mathematicks are in high reputation a-
mong you , and havereceived much > if not of
improvement , yet of illuftration, from the hap-
py induftry of fome, in our Univerfities. Pray,
therefore, let it notbe troublefome to you, to
give us fome hints of the particulars, wherein
the Wits of our Nation have of late been fo

highly beneficiall to the Commonweal of
Philofophy.

Arfmnaﬁﬂs.

Sir,you have laid a command upon me,which
is impoffible for me to obey, without fhamefully
betraying my own ignorance, and ( by a difad-
vantageous reprefentation of them ) much dif-
paraging the noble {ucceffes of thofe Herpicall
Wits among our Country-men , who have ad-
di¢ted themlielves to the Reformation and Aug-
mentation of Arts and Sciences, and made a
greater Progrefic in that glorious defign, than
many ages before them could afpire to, net-

E withftanding
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withftanding all their large hopes, {pecious pros
mifes, and manifold attempts. Neverthelefle,be-
ing your command, I fhall firive to yceld obedi-
ence to it, fo farforthat leaft , as to recount to
you in brief, what upon the fuddain I can call to
mind, of the moft confiderable Novelries inINa-
turall Philofophy; Medicine, the Optiques ; A-
ftronomy and Geometry, found outby the inge-
nyand labours of men now living 1n England ,
&as yet in the prime of their ftrength and years.
In the Colledge of Phyficians in Londe# 5

( which without offence toany thing , but their
own Modefty , 1may pronounce to be the mofk
eminent Society of men , for Learning, Judges
ment and Induftry , thatis now,or acany time
hath been . in the whole World ) you may be-
hold solsmons Houfe in reality. Some there are ,
who conftantly imploy themfclves in diffelting
Animals of all kinds, as well living as dead 3
and faithfully recording all fingularities that oc-
cur to their obfervation, both in the feverall
{pecies, and individualls: Thar {o they may come
to know, what is perfe&ly naturall, “what pre-
ternatural, what rare and monftrous among the
parts of thems And alfo what refemblance there
1s betwixe the Conformation of the parts in the
body of Man, and thofe in the bodies of other A-
nimals, ordained by Nature to the fames or like
and equivalent ufes, Sothat it will be hard for
any man to bring thither any Fifhy Bird, or In-
feét,whofe Emtrails thefe genuine Sons: of De-
mocritus are not already inumacely acquainted
with; or, atleaflt; which they will not with ad-
mirable
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mirable dexterity and skill' anatomize wichout
confufion of the {imalleft Organ, and wflantly

explore the proper office of each Organical part,
by remarking the Figure,Subftance, Veflells, and

fiuation of it, - And, I bavé fome reafon toput
you in hope ,  that ere long you may. {cea Col

lection of moft of the Anatomical Experiments
that thefe Men have made , in the bodies of
Beafts, Birds,Fifhes, and Infects of various {ortss

rogether with the Figureof cach, and all its

principle Organs,expreffed to the life in Copper-

Cutss and an exadt account: as well of the Ana-
logy , as Dilimilicude that is berwixe them and

otiiers of confimilar nfes in Man, the grand Rule
orLratotype to all inferior Creatunes, VWhich is
a Method, certainly, of ineftimable ufe rtowards
thcwmpicmmt of Natural Hiftory 5 and the only
way te perfect that (vmparative Anatomy 5 whofe
defe&t the Lard St. Alban {o much complained
ofyan our Arr.

Others there are; who daily inveftigate argu-
ments to confirm and advance thatincomparable
invention of Doctor Hanveys the Circulation of the
Blood 5 And have already brought the Doérine
thereof to {o high a degree of 1 perfeGion, thavit
1s not only admitted and admired by- all the
Schools in Ezrepe, but the advancers of it alfoare
ableto folve moft of the difficult phenomena in
Pathology, only by that Hypothefis; And fre-
quently effeck fuch Curess by having refpe&
thereunto intheircintentions and preferipts 5 as
well in Cronique , as Acute-Difeafes; ascould
notbe hoped from any other ground-work, or
T 2 Sup-

.
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fuppofition formerly laid ; At leafk not wiche-
quall correfpondence to the truc method of
Healing, which ought to be deduced from Prin-
ciplesof thegreateft evidenceand certainty in
Nature, among which certainly this of the Cir-
culation is the chiefeft . And thoughIdeny not,
but the like Cures may havebeen performed by
Phyficians, who never dream’t of any fuch
thing, as the continual motion of the blood from
the heart, by the Arteries to the outward parts
of the body, and thence back again,by the veins?,
into the heart ; but refted in the Antique opini-
on of a difference betwixe Arterial and Venal
blood, both as to fubftance and ufes : Yet I may
{afely affirm, that the Remedies ufed by them,
wrought the effeéts aimed at , by waies altoge-
ther accidental , and befide the direct{cope of
thofe, who gave them 5 And to do acure only by
Accident, you well know , is much below the
ambition oty a Rational Phyfician, who'ought to
have a firm and well-grounded Theory of the
Faculties and Virtues proper to each particu-
lar Infirument he is to make ufe of , in re&tifying
thedifordered Oceconomy of nature in mans bo-
dy. For my own part (I fpeak ingenuoufly )1
am fo well {atisfied of the Verity of this Harve~
an Circulation ,and have fo {erioufly confidered
thegreat advantages that may be made of it in
order to the ennobling the Art of Medicine , by
reducing the maxims of it from obfcure and con-
je¢tural, to evident and demonftrative ; And by
accommodating the fame to the explanation of
moft of the Apparences in Pathology: Thatl
have
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have had fome thoughts of undertaking to juftify
all the Aphorifms of Hippocrates,which concern the
Nature and Sanation of Difcafes, by reafons and
confiderations deduced mcerly from this one
Fountain, the Hypothefis of the Circulation of
the blood ; And if my troubles had not deprived
me of leifure, Ihad ere this made fome progrefs
in that enterprife. But, I have digrefled, and ask
your pardon for it. |
There are, moreover, among the members of
this vencrable Society , who purfuing the hint,
{fome few years {ince , given them by Facobus
Maullerus 5 a German , inan Academical exer-
cife, of the natureof Animaland Voluntary
Moticn; have gone far toward the explication of
the reafons and manner of the Motions of the
Mufcles, by the principles of Mechanicks : An
enterprife of grear difficulty, and long defidera-
ted, as leading us to underftand the Geometry
obferved by the Creator in the fabrick of the
Microcolme, and the verification of Anatomical
affertions by demonftrations Mathematical. The
fame perfons likewife have demonftrated, that
we goe,becaufe we fallyi.e. thateach ftep we ad-
vance, 1s but a fhifring the body to a frefh Cen-
tre of Gravity 5 And our Reft bura remaining
or fixing of it upon the fame : As alfo thatin
progreflion, the Head of a man is moved throu gh
more of {pace, than his feet, by almoft one part
of four , in refpe@ of its greater diftance (ium
the Centre of the Earth ;3 which indeed was
toucht, and only toucht upon,by that prodigie
of Mathematical fubtleties, Galileo, in his Second
Dialogue de < Muindo. There

37
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There are allo-of 'thefe iners of Nature,
who have found out'more probable and commo-
dious Ufes for the Glandules , or facty Kernells
{cituate in divers parts of mans body, than were
afligned unto them by all antecedent 'Anato-
mifts. - For, whereas Thofe gencrally conceived
them tohave been intended by Nature to no no-
bler an end , than éither for the Imbibjtion or
dreining of fuperfluous humours inandating the
parts adjacent to thenr; Or for the fufteining of
Veinsy Agperies’s | and Nerves in their progrefle
from pare to parts * Thefe have difcovered, that
{ome Glandules {erve for 'the preparation of the
Succus Nutvittus, 'or juice that nourifheth the
wholebody; That others aré official to the fe-
queftration of fome lefle profitable and difagree-
able parts-of the fame 'nutritive juice , or Vital
Negary And that a'third {ortof them are or-
dained for redution of thofe fame leffe profita-
ble parts;afrer their feparation or ftreining, back
dgain intothe maffé'of blood, by the fmall veins
that are'cofitiguous t6 them. “And aniong thefe
likewife there is one (A perfon of {ingular note ,
for his Univerfal Lmrmng,m]d indefatigable in-
duftry in Dilquifirion ) who aiming to ptomote
the certainty of chefe New Tenents: ( 1. ) That,
according to the Anatomical obfervations of Foh.
Pecquet, a'young Phyfician of Diepp in Norman-
dy,the Chylus 1s convey’d from the ftomach, by
the Vene Ladtelg, or Milky"Veins , into ‘a certain
Recepracle, or commion promptuary {cituate at
the bottom of the Mcfentery s and thende tran{-
mitted upwards, by a conduit running all along

on
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on the infide of theSpine of the back, to the fub-
clavian veins, and f{o delivered into the right
Ventricle of theheart ; there tobe turned into
blood: ( 2.) That the Liver is not the immediate
inftrument of Sanguification, but infervient only
to the fequefkration of  the Cholerick parts of
the blood , and the conveying the fame into the
Gall, tobe thence excluded into the Gutes: ( 3.)
That there is no Araftomofis, or mutual Inofcu-
lation berwixe the f{mall jbranches of the
Vena, Porte , and thofe of the #ena Cava |
in the fubftance of the Livers as was gene-
rally believed from the infancy of Pnyfick, till
of late years, when this Gentleman was fo hap-
Py as to evince the contrary , by ocular demoni-
ftration:( 4. ) Thatthere are certain chin 5 flen-
der and tranfparent Veflells ; for the moft part
accompaning the veins, & cfpecially in the liver,
(named Vafa Lymphaticas by Thomas Bartholinus .
who feems firft to have difcovered them , and
Lymphe-duéls, by others fince) containing a clear
liquer, like water, which they exonerate into
the common Receptacle of the Chyle, newly
mentioneds to the end, that being again infufcd

together with {formuch of the Chyle as enters
the veins, into the blood ; it may both prevesit

the Coagulation ofit, and alfo ( in refpeé of irs
predifpofition to Volarility.) affociating it felf
to the Vital fpirits in the Heart and Arreries ,
promote the Mication 5 or im}*}ing motion of the
blood: And ( 5.) That the folid pares of the bo-

dy are not,in the general, nourifhed by the blood

(which He conceives tobe only the fewel of the

- Vi
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Vital Flame, or Heatsand in regard of its great
Volarility, and harfh and grating nature , more
likely to prey upon and confume, than feed and
repair the fubftance of the folid parts)but by the
{weeter and more unétuous part of the Chylus,
drawn up by the mediation of the Nerves ( efpe-
cially thofe of the fixch Conjugation, called the

Recurrent Nerves ) into the brain, and there ela-

borated , and aftterward tranfmitted by the
Nerves, to all parts of thebody : This worthy
Perfon, I {ay,aiming to promote the certainty of
thefe recent Opinions, hath colle&ed, tlluftrated
and difpofed them into one Syfteme 5 Hoping
thereby to declare their mutual Confiftence, as
well each with other, as with the demonftrative
doctrine of the Circulation of thebloods And at
the {fame time put an end ro all difputes, con-
cerning the Milky verns,the ufe of the Spleen , of
the Caplule Atrabilarie , or Renes [uccenturiati,
Deputy Kidnies ( as Cafferius Placentinas called
them ) and fundry other Difficulties in Anato-
my. But, whether or no he hath artained to the
full pitch of his hopes, in thatdefign; you will |
be beft able to judge, when you have read and .
examined the weight of his experiments and
difcourfes, delivered in his excellent Book , de
Anatomisa Hepatis : In the mean time  give me
leave to advertife you, that his modefty is fo
greats as that he exprefly protefles his own
want of full farisfagtion concerning the truth
of fundry particulars therein contained 3 And
therefore prefents them to the World, as pofiti-
ans, not of apoditical evidence,, but great bﬂ? |
IIl:.l'
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bability, and worthy to be embraced , only till
time {hall have brought more credible ones to
ligh.

Furtht:*rmm{':,‘lmang thele Merchants for light,
we have fome fo excellently well skilled inall
fores of Medical Simples , that they know, not
only the names, but the faces alfo and virtues of
moft of the Pl:m:sm Europes Andcan, befides
that, give you a better account of the American
dlugqa, than P:ja Margravius , and others, not-
withitanding the large volumes they have com-
piled concerning that {ubjeé. They likewife {o
well underftand all F u:ﬁ"fm and cthe [everal kinds
of Minerals, pretious Stones 5 Salts, concreted
juices, and other {ubrerrancan produions; That
even Lapidaries and Miners come to learn of
them. We have others,; who enquire into the
myftcries of Refiners, Belfounders,and all others
that dealin Metals. Others , who fearch out the
frands and fopln[’cmal:mm of Wine-Coopers
and Vintners, 1n the brewing, feeding , ftum-
mmg, and "ujulttr:m ng of Wines. Others , who
cﬂnmfornr}rcu exadtly of the feverall hurtfull
Arts of Brewers, Bakers, Butchers, Poulterers
and Cooks: All whichare of very L}[L.—l[ detri-
ment to the health of men, though the danger be
commonly undifcerned; And,were the civil Ma-
giftrate bue half {o nrctul to reform, as thefe
Doctors have been in detedting thofe publmkaa
bufes, the Cltty of Lorden would {oon find , by
happy experience, that Phyficians are both as
willing and able to prffnrv e health,. as to reftore
it.In a word, there is nothing efcapes their
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examinatioh, which mayany way concern the
fafety of manslifc; or the knowlege whereofcan
conduce to make chemfelves every way accoms
plitht in their Profeffion.

And as for Chymiftry ( which I had almoft for-
gotten ) in the whole world there are none who
know bertgr how to diftinguifh betwixt the
impoftures and truchs of it, than thefe Men doe :
or how to make ufe of all the {ecrets thereof, to-
wards :the preparation of noble and generous
Medicaments. Witnefle that plenty of choife
Chymicall remedies,daily contefed in the Ela-
boratory belonging to the Colledge , by the di-
reftions and prefcripts of the Fellowes; and the
care they conftantly take , to diffufe thofe fafe
and excellent preparations among all their Apo-
thecaries , that fo the lives of their Patients be
not endangered by the falfe and poylonous

wates of Pfeudo.chymifts. A courfe, certainly ,
that occafions great readineffe and fecurity in
their Pracice; and fatisfies the World both of
their {ingular Judgement,and conftant Integriry
in difchasge of their truft, And thus, moft ho-
nourd Sir, [ have haftily, and flightly runover
afew of thofe parriculars, wherein Natural
Philofophy , and the Art of Medicine have, of
late, received fuch notable advancement, by the
Inventions and Difquifitions of this Venerable
Society 5 which for the Knowledge of Nature ,
well dbcibraﬂ to be eftcemed the Great Luminary
of the world,from whence there conftantly fiream
rayes of lisht, for the difpelling the thick and

n L]
long congelted clouds of ignorance. But; before
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Ipaflc o the remainderiof your deniand, permit
the to obferve to yousthat though the:Eellows of
this Colledge apply themielves {cverally to this
ot that parucular Province, cach one according
to the inclination & delighc of his own private
Genius; Yer; when they meet together in Con-
{ultations, they arefo candid and liberal in the
communication of their fingle obfervations and
difcoveries , that noone of them can long be ig-
norant of the notions of all the reft: And the no-
blé¢ Emulation that hath equally énflamed their
ingenious breafts, makes thém unanimous in co-
operating toward thé Common defigi , thee-
reéting an intire and durable Fabrick of {olid
Science; fuch as pofterity may nor only admire
butfet up their reftin,

And now Sir, if you pleafe ro goe along with
me to Oxford, you fhall therg alfo find as great
Benefaftors tg Learning, as thofe werc, who foun- |
ded and endowed their: Colledges 3 and fome, _
who for the excellency of their [nventions; will 'l
have their Memories freth and verdant, when
Time hath made thofe {tately buildings confefle
their brittlenefs,and reduced them intoQuarries
again. I could bring you to 0e there,who hath
excogitated a Method, whereby the Afkronomy
of the primary Planets may be Geometrically
explain’d: & thatas wel according to the Ellip-
tical,as to the Circularway.A thing of ftupendi-
ous difficuley, requiring univerfal knowledge in
the Mathemariques; 8 of ineftimable benefit to-
ward theCertification of Coeleftiall Sciences and
which, being judiciﬂuﬂy perpended, feemes bﬁ}
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be of equall weight with the merits of even
the Great Hipparchus , who ( you know )
made the;firft Catalogue of the Fixe Stars ,
obferved their feverall Magnitudes , and
marked out their partcular Stations, both
according to longitude and latitude ; withe
out which there could be no certaine obferva-
tion of the motions of the Erratick ones, So that
if Hipparchus may be defervedly named Atlas
the Second 5 tor relieving the wearied fhoulders
of that Great Grandfather of Aftronomys and if
the glorious 7ycho Brabe may be called Hercules
the Second, for rclieving Hipparchus , long lan-
guifhing and ready to fink under fo prodigious a
burden, as the whole myfierie of the Heavens :
I {ee no reafon,why the Author of this admirable
Invention, which feemesto affure the truth of
all the reft , may not be called Tycho the Second,
Formy part really, were I worthy to have this
Gentlemans Pi&ure in my ftudy, If{hould
defire to bave it drawneiin this manner. [
would have Hipparchus , Prolemy, and Tycho,
ftanding in a triangle , and {'u}}porting the
whole Ceeleftial Machine on their heads s on
onefide y Copernicus turning all the Orbs about
with his right hand; and this Heros on the other
fide,with a Table in hislefr hand containing the
Figures in Euclids Elements, and with the Fore-
finger of his right, pointing to the Planetary
Spheres, as demonftrating the theory of cheir
Motions, by the maxims of Geometry. And
fure I am, He deferves to have his name affigned
to {ome honorable place , among the wur;iti}r
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Advancers of Aftronomy, in the Selenographi-
call map of Ricciolus. 1could bring you to Ano-
ther, who hath likewife difcovered a Method,
whereby the Payabola, Ciycle, Ellipfiss and Hyper=
bola really are (and moft, if notall other regalar
Curve-lined Figures,may be)lquared: A Problem
that hath long perplex’c the thoughts of the
greatcft Geometricians, and of late very ncere
turncd the brains of even the great Leviathan
himfelf, who arrogating the folution of itto
himfelf, thought thereby not a little to juftific
his pretences to the Monarchy of Knowledge,
and Reformation of not only theArts and Scien-
ces,but alfo of the Univerfities chat teach them.
Here are fome, who perceiving the greatad-
vantage arifing to Students from the ufc of Sym-
bols ( whercby the underftanding is exempted
from the encombrance of words, and brought,as
it were,with one glance to behold the long con-
tinued {eries of complex and intricate ratiocina-
tion , which would otherwife oppreffe the me-
mory,and confound the ftrongeft imagination to
{uftain it ) invented by zera 5 and brought to
perfeétion by Mr. Oughtred and Des Cartes,tor the
more compendious tradirion of the Mathema-
ticks5 and confidering that the{ame way was
capable of being accommodated to the Facilita-
tion of difcourfes in Philofophy, Phyfick, and o-
ther parts of Learning ;5 have made a very con-
fiderable progrefs toward the invention of Sym-
bols, or Signes, for every thing and notion: info-
much that one of thefe YVits hath found the va-
ricty of many millions of Signes , in a fquarc of
o
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4 quarter of an inch, as himfelf profeffeth , ina
mivft ingentous difcourfe of hit, entituled Pindi-
cie Academiaram.\Nhich perbaps you have read;
and if you have,I need not tell you how lictle he
wants of finifhing that {o long talked-of and defi-
red defigh of an Zazterfal (haraiter and Language.

And as for the Optigques , fhew me the menin
the whole World, who have more illuftrated
the nature, affeétions , and motions of that moft
{ubtle and glorious Creature, Light; Or given
clearer demonftrations of their Knowledge of all
forts of Radiations , and the manner and reafons
of Vifton, than fome Matlhiematical Wits, now
Hourifhing in this Univerfity , have done, Itis
their ufual recreation, to practife all Delufions
of the fight,in the Figures, Magnitudes, Moti-
ons, Colours, Diftances, and Multiplications of
Objeés: Andywere you there, you might be en-
tertained with fuchadmirable Curiofities, both
Dioptrical and Catoptrical, as former ages
would have been ftartled at, and believed to
have been Magical, They will reprefent o you,
the Images of Things and Perfons intire, and to
the life, from Tables whereon the nakedeye can-
not difcern fo much as one part of them, unlefle
in fraGarés and {eemingly confufed divifions;
and this by colle&ed retic&ions from mirrours
Conical, Cylindrical, Concave, Convex, Mult-
angular, ¢'c. They will imitate Nature to the
height of perfed refemblance, in counterfeiting
Rainbows, Halo’s, and Circles of  various Co-
fours about Lights 5 by artificial Refra@ions of
théir beams. They haveall the feverall waiesof

Multi-
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Multiplying and Carrobnmting Light', ‘and
tran{mitteing ic in concourfe to very great di-
frances And this, aswell by conveying the dif-
perfed rayes through Diaphanous bodics,of con-
venient figures, and reuniting them in & con¢ or
point, after their various refra&ions, for thé en-
creafeof theirforce ; Or by repercuflion from
Concave ( Elliptical, Parabolical, Circular ) fu-
perficies of polite Indiaphanous ones. Info-
much, that if Niceron, Kircher, and other oreat
Matfters in the Art of LEight and Shadowes,
would {ce the errors of their Optical Theory a-
mended; and all the fecrets of 'Catoptrical Ma-
gick,familiarly reduced into practice: hither and
only bither they muft come. And, were Friar
Bacon alive again ; he would with amazement
confefle, that he was canonized a Conjurer, for
effeCting far lefle, than thefe men frequently ex-
hibit to their friends, in fport. They have, more-
over, Optick Tulbes, or Telefcopes, in {uch perfedi-

on, that they magnifie more, and take in more of
the rayes proceeding from illuminate Objcéts,

than any otherof the fame length, that ever

were made before : And have brought them alfo

to asgreat alength, as can well be managed,

Thefe they ule for obfervations of Eclipfes of

Sun and Moon, of the feveral Phafes or Appa-

rences of the Moon, of Saturn,and other Planets,

both primary and {ecundary, of the Galaxy, the

magnitudes and figures of the fixt ftars, and o-

ther Ceeleftial Speculations. They have likewife

Microfcopes, that magnify the dimenfions of mi-
nute and otherwife undifcernable bodies , even
£0
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toan incredible rate, and bring the fight to a fa-
miliar acquaintance with the {hapes of notonly
whole {mall Flies and other Infe&s, butalfo of
the {malleft part of them. Infomuch as thereis
hope , if this Invention go on toward perfeétion
as faft as ic hath begun, within this laft four or
five years 5 that the eye ere long may be enabled
to diftinguifh even the Seminal Figures of things,
which feem to regulate them in their produéti-
ons and growth; and tobchold the originary
Schemaufins of Nature, drawn on the {malleft
Molecule, or firft colleétions of Atoms concur-
ring to determinate the Figures of Con-
cretions.

And thus, Nobleft /ffodicaftes, haveI effayd
to yeeld you fome fatisfaction, concerning the
tate of Learning, now in England; And the chief
Parriculars, wherein it hath recelved Advance-
ment, by the profperous endeavours of our
Country-men, fince your retirement here in
Frarce need not intimate to you, how imper-
fect and rambling an account 1have given you
of thefe Novell Inventions; and am {ufhciently
confcious, that [ rather ought to excufe my felf,
by the frailty of my Memory, and want of judg-
ment, how to reprefent fuch excellent and ufe-
full Difcoveries, in defcriptions correfpondent
to their Narures: And ask your parden for thus
abufing your patience, and lefsning the merics of
thofe worthy Authors, who have thus enriched
the Common-wealth of Philofophy.

Ifodicafles.
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Ifodicafles.
Good Athanafius ; how' well you have defer-
ved both of thofe Authors and my felf , in this
your learned Harangues I muftforbear tofpeak,
till you are abfent. - In the mean timeygive me
leave, a little to wondery how it comes about .
that 4pollo , who {eldom plancs his Laurel ina
Land yet wet and reaking withblood 5 ‘and de-
lights to. refide only.where Peace:and Plenty:
have long bad their habitations 3 - fhould +chus
take up his manfion in a Nation {o lately oppreit
by the Tyranny of Mars,and {carce yer tree from f
the diftraétions of a horrid Civil War. Palias P}
and Bellonz I know to be one and the fame God- '
defle: YetIdo not remember:, T'ever faw het
pi¢tured ( like Cefar ) with a Spear in one hand,
and a Book in the other. When I veiw the train
of fad and heavy Calamities, that:commonly
attend the Sword; I {hould rather have expeded ,
the incroachment of Ignorance and Barbariim d
upon our Iland, than the encreafe of Letters and
growth of Knowledge there.

Athanafius,

You have reafon for your wonder, Sir, T muft
confefle; Yer when you have confidered, thate-
very Age hath its peculiar Genius , ‘which in-
clines mens. Minds to {ome one ftudy or other ,
andgives it a dominion over their affections pro-
portionare to its fecret influencesand thar the vi-
cifficudes of things ordained by Providence, re-
quirea gencral predifpofition in menshearts ,
to
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to co-operate with Fate,toward theChanges ap-
ointed to fucceed in the fulneflfe of their time :
You will think it lefle ftrange, that Britain,which
was but yefterday the Theatre of War and de-
{olation , fhould today be the School of Arts ,
and Courtof allthe Mufes. owwia ficula fuum
batent Gentum, que mortalium animos in certa fladia
Jolet infledtere. Quadam #iates pracipus aymis exer-
CIL&S OX OMula 1% quietem compoita s tum Regnoe
vumstum Rerum pablicavum ti populss amors nuvic ve-
lutiin barbariem bominesnafci 5 deinde facilioribus
animis manfuefceres@ post fecula aliquor ad flipa-
tum prima caligine ingentum redire @ was the ob-
{fervacionof a Modern Wrriter, and hath been
frequently verified. Belides, our late Warrs and
Schifms, having almoft wholly difcouraged men
fromthe ftudy of Theologics and brought the
Civil Law into contempt: The major part of
young Schollers in our Univerfities addi them-
{elves to Phyficksand how much thar conduceth
to real and folid Knowledge s and what {ingu-
lar advanrages it hath above other fiudies , in
making men true Phitlofophers; I need nor inti-
maﬁc to you, who have {o long tafted of that be-
nefit.

Lucretins,

I guefle the Authorof that obfervation you
alleage; and that put’s me in mind of another
remark of his, perhaps not altogether unfeafon-
able. In s Charaéter of the Englifh Genius, he
haththis laying: in Philofuphia autem & <Marhéfi,
tervarumque & afivorum [cieniiss, nullatam prods

gmﬁ:.
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gicfa eft Sententia , que nonex hac regtore Authores
enenerits Vel turbam amatoram 5 vitadam guidem o
fed modum [ubtilirati per innumeras difpu atio-
nes cffufie non invenjentem. Now, if this be true ,
why may we not refer thefe Intovations in Phi-
lofophy, Phyfick , and the Mathematicks, you
xave fiere recounted, rather to the Englith Hu-
mour of affeting new Opinions, than to any re-
all defeés or errors in the Doérine of the An-
clents 2

e,:ﬂi:':maﬁﬂs.

How now, Lacretius; you an Epicurean, and
yet againgt liberty of judgement among Philofo-
pacrs? It feems you have forgotten your Mafters
Rules@uoties al:qua (unt in nairayjue poffunt mul-
tes perage modis ( uii eclipfes [yderum, uis eorundeim
ortus, oecafus, jhé!fﬂ:iﬂ-qﬁe ceiera ) tune unum .rif{u
quem modum ttaprobare, ut improbentur ceteri, ri-
drculam profed. ¢if. Pray, do but proceed to the
words immediatcly fublequent to thar paffage in
Baiclay, concerning the proncfle of the Englith
Genius to Novelties; and you will foon find,tnat
he refleéted cliiefly on the Copernican Syfteme ,
which in his daics began to grow . into high
repute, and obtained many Se&ators among the
learned of our Nation, So thac confirming that
Reproach, hie endcavoured to fix upon our inge-
nious Spirits, by no better an inftance, than that
ofour admiffion and promotion of the Pythago-
rean Hyp ithefis, of the Motion of'the Earth, re-
vived and adorned by Coperntcus ( which all A-
fironomers now allow to be the moft intelligible

H 2 and
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and moft convenient, thatever wasinvented)
it eafily appears, with how much more juftice
hnn[cfﬁ may beaccufed of grofle ignorance in
matters Aftronomical, which yet be would pre-
tend to judge of 5 than we can be of Levity and
affcGed Innovation, for embracing and cultiva-
ting an opinion , of whofe fingular probability
and excellency we are fully convinced. And as
we have not {ubmitted to that change in Aftro-
nomy , but upon groundsof as mu ch certainty
and clearnefle , as the fublime and remote na-

{f. ture of the {ubjeét {eems capable of : - So neither
i have we mtrmluccd any Pjrc rations in Natural
18 Philofophy, Phyfick, and other parts of Human
i Lfarnmg but what carry their utilicy witch

them, and are juftifiable by rightrcafon, by aut-
optical or (enfible demonitration, and bj,r multi-
plied experience. So that every intelligent man
may cafily perceive, that ithathbeen the Re-
formation , thatdrew on the Changes not the
defire of Change , which pretendeth the Refor-
mation. Did you , Lucretzus, but know the Gra-
vity, Solidity,and Circum{pedtion of thefe wor-
thy Reformeérs of the ftate of Learning now in
Ezngland; you would not fufpe& them of incogi-
(3 tancy , or too much indulgence toward the Mi-
i nerva’s of their own brain: E it confefle that they
i have precifcly followed that counfel of the
W Scripture,"which m;oyn{auf-, to make ajundnpm.
e the AH-‘.“:‘{ nt ways andthen look about us., and difco-
Vs Whak 15 the [traight and right way, ﬂna’ﬁam walk.
178t
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Ifodicaftes,

For my part, truly, Iconceive it firting , that
all Schollars {hould have a reverend cltcem of
Antiquity, as a good guide of our younger Rea-
{fon into the waiesof Nartures; Yer Ichink it
fcarce {afe for any man to follow it implicitly ,
and without examination, asifir were impofli-
ble for him to erre the whiles, or as if the light
of his own underftanding were given him to no
other ufe, but tobe fetin the drak-lanthorn of
Authority. The Ancients indeed, ( thanksbeto
their bounteous induftry ) have left us large and
noble Foundationssbut few compleat Buildings:
and who fo intends to have his underftanding
{eated commodioufly, and in'a pleafant Manfion
of Science , muft advance fuperftruéures of his
ownsotherwife he wil lic open to the weatlier of
Doubts, and Whirlewinds of various Difficul-
ties , nor will he be ever able to entertain his
friends with decency and fatisfa&ion. It was
gravely and wittily faid of the Lord Bacoz , that
thofe who too much reverence Old times, often
become afcorn tothe New. Bur, Gentlemen, I
perceive the evening haftens upon us, and I have
alrcady detained you longer, then fuits with the
civility of an ;‘!ccidtntall"en-::mmtcr;,Pmy,tht;*rcr
fore, let me beg the favour of your company to
a light Collation of a Sallade and abottle of
good Wine, at my Houfe: Or, if your occafions
have otherwife preingaged you,let merefign you
to the purfuit of them, with thanks for the con-
tent your learned converfation hath given mui
anc

5
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and hopes of enjoying thie like again, as often as
your vacancy from ferious aifairs will permic.

Athanafius.

Nobleft Sir, I moft humbly thank yoeu for the
honour of your inv itation;and would attend you
home, with all joy and gratitude imaginable ,
would the urgency of a bufinefle I have appoint-
ed to difpatch, this evening, difpenfe with me.

Lucretius,

I can affure you Sir, Athanafius is preingaged,
and upon a macter of fome moment 5 but for my
{clf,] am at liberty to meet the happinefs you are
pleafcd to offer me.,

Ifodica ftes

I love not to hinder bufineffe; nor to impors
tune a friend to his difadvantage. And foadicu,
worthy Aihanafius. Come Laucretzius, I will brin
you the fhorteft way 5 I have a key will lec us
forth at yonder Privy door , that opens into the
ficlds, that lic within the profpeét of my houfe.

Athanafius.
Honour’d Ifodicaftes, farewell.
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LUCRETINS.

See youare very precife in keeping
your time prefix’t, Atbanafius; And
re gfay 1 hope, I bave not made you fiay ,
Vo) LS  many minutes, for me. 1f I have,
b you muft impute it to the difagree-
ment of our Watches,not to any tardinefs in my
felf 5 For, I affure you,I was here before you, in
my defires.

Athanafius,

I love alwaies tobe pun&uall inmy appoint-
ments, and rather to prevent my Friends, than
put them to expet me. But, have you acquaint-
ed chis Noble perfon Ifodicaftes, with the occa-
{ion of our prc&nt meeting >

Hfodecaftes,
Yes, Athanafius, he hath 3 and I acknowledge

my felf fingularly obliged to him for importu-
ning you to a divertifement , ghan which none

Dialog.a. Demorfirated bythe Light of Nature, g

couldl
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could be more agreeable to me, ,as well in re-

ipetk of the Argument you have promifed to

difcufs, asofyourfelf, whofe Writings and
yclterdale’s Conference havecreated in me a
defire of converfing: with you, oftner than (1
fear me ) your ftudies and affairs will permir.
And now we are convened , let us lofe no time,
but repole our felves upon this thady Seat, and
omitting all Complements and Prologues ; ad-
drefle immediately to the Subje& intended. For
my party I promife you all attention of Mind
poflible, and as much Equity in judgement, as
my {lender ftock of reafon can atrain to,

Athanafius.

Among Us, who are {o happy, as to be Sacra-
mentally engaged to fight under the Standard
of the Crucihed God, 1 obferve, in the generall,
two different perfwafions concerning the nature
of Faith, Seme there are, who feem to have fo
active and long-winged a power of belief, as
that they can mount up toan eafie and quick ap-
prehenfion of all the Myfteries of the Chriftian
Doctrines and are ready to complain, thatthey
want Difficulties enough to exercife the ftrength
of their Belief, 0ibers there are, who though
their Faith be lively and {trong mmugh to em-
brace even the moft fublime Article of the
Creed ; and eftimate the Verity of each Religi-
ous Principle only by its d{‘}".'['ﬂf.?ﬂﬁf;ﬁ on Autho-
rity Divine: are neverthelcfle {o fenfible of the
frailcics of Human Nature, as that they think it
neceflary to have often recourfe to that Patheri-
cal
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cal Ejaculation of the man in the Gofpel, Lord 1
believe, Lord help my unbelief, The Firft, wholly
refufe the afliftance of their Reafon, even where
it offers it felf and the fubje& is capable of illu-
ftration by the difcourfes itmighr raife thercup-
on; as judging any Fundamental of Religion
much debafed, and in a manner prophaned , if
once it be brought to the Teft of the Light of
Nature, though meerly for Confirmation and
more familiar admittance. The Others, humbly
refign up their Affent to all Pofitions contained
in Sacred Writ; and yecr areglad, when they
canbring up the Forces o f their Reafon to aflift
them in the conqueft of their flefbly oppofitions:
And conceive they then make the beft ufe of the
talent of their Underftanding,when they imploy
it toward the ratification of Divine Tradit-
- of1S.

Now,albeit T admire , and could moft wil-
lingly emulate the perfeion of the Former fort s
Yer, I confefle, I am not afhamed to rank my felf
among the Latter. For,although(thanksbe tothe
Mercy of God )1 do not find my felf fubject to
diffidence in any point of the Chriftian belief ,
taught me by that Oracle of Sacred wifdom,the
Word of God:Yet me thinks I perceive my faith
{fomwhat Corroborated and Encouraged, when to
the evidence therof I can {fuperadd alfo the con-
current teftimony of my ReafonNor do I fear the
frowns of Theology , 1f I adventure toafhrm,
that that Soul muit have a clearer preception of
the Excellency of Objects Supernatural , - who
can attain to fpeculate them both by thelight

of
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of Grace and that of Nature together. I am very
far fhort of their Audacity, who are fo con-
ccipted of the fubrtility of their Wit,as to permit
it to fly at all that a Chriftian is bound to be-
lieves infomuch as even the Avcana Destatss, the
Myfteriesof the Trinity,of the Hypoftatick Uni-
on,and other the likeDivine Abftrufities (which
poor Mortality is unqualified to contemplate 5
and, indeed,whichCherubins themfelves cannot
lookinto, without rapturesof holy wonder )
have hardly efcaped their prophanation. No, far
be it from me , to entertain a thought of fo wild
and dangerous a prefumption,  All T durft ever
alpire unto, is only with pious humility to apply
my Reafon to fuch of the Articles inmy Creed ,
as {feem to be placed within the Sphere of
its comprehenfion : Of which fort I conceive the
Firft and Laft Article to be, viz. the Besng of God,
as Fathey Afmigbt_}' s and < Maker of Heaven and
Eayths and the Immortaléry of <Mans Soul, or Life
everlafting. Wor, indeed,need I feek furcher for
my Confirmationiin thebelicf of all thereft ,
when once I have advanced my Underflanding
to that due height , as clearly ro behold the Ve-
rity of chefe two Pofitions , that are the Pillars
and {upporters of allthe others. Nay, Ihave
fomtimes thought the Single pofition of the Im-
mortality of the HumanSoul, to be thegrand
Bafe of Religion,and like the Key, or midle ftone
«in'an Arch, which bears the weight of all others
inthe building. For,if the Soul be mortal, & fub-
ject to utter diffolution with the body; to what

purpofe doth all Piety and Religion ferve2VVhat
iffue
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iflue can we cxpeét of all our Prayers, of all our
Adorations, of ali-our Self-denying a&s of obe-
dience,of all our unjuftSufferings> VW hy fhould
we worfhip God at all 2 Nay, more, why thould
we confider whether there be a God or no 3 For,
theafflurance of his Being could not much con-
duce toencreafe our happinefle in this tranfito-
ry life; fince chat wv:.uuldptnen confift only inthe
full fruicion of Senfual pleafures : And as for fu-
ture expectations after death, there could be
none atall; For, abfolute Diflolution imports
abfolute Infenfibilitysand what is not, cannot be
capable of Reward or Punifhment,of Felicity or
Mifery.

wWhat hath not an Exiftence,can ne're kunow
The want of Blifs 5 Nuthing can feel no .

And from this Confideration was it, that I be-
gan firlt to apply my felf ro fearch for other
Reafons, for the evi&ion of the Souls Eternal
fubfiftence after death , befides thofe delivered
in Holy Scripture; chat conjoyning the evidence
and certainty of thofe defumed from the Light
of Nature, to thatof my former belief ariing
from.the Light of Grace : I might be the betrer
able to withftand the Convulfions of my own
trailries, and convince others, who are fo re-
fratory , as to {ubmittheir affent to no induces
mentngperfwaﬁnn, but whatis drawn mcerly
from Nartural Reafons.

Now, for my encouragement and Juffification
in this defign, I need not go farj it being well

1iz2 known ,
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known, that many Do&ors of the Church; and
thofe of the beft note both for Learning and Pi-
ety , have exercifed their wics and pensin the’
{fame {ubject: and have unanimoufly concluded ,
that though in the Chriftian Creed there be
fundry Articles , concerning the Condition of
Mans Soul, after its feparation from the body,
which by infinite cxccl’&s tranfcend the capacity
of his reafon; Yet that general one of the perpe-
tual exiftence of it afrer death , may be gtisfa-
&orily evinced by the fame reafon. To mention
all the excellent Difcourfes written by thefe
Church-men and others, upon this Argument ;
would be both tedious and unneceflary: Efpeci-
ally toyou, who I prefume have perufed the
greateft part, if not all of them. It may fuffice ,
that I have them for my Precedents, both for the
warrantablenefle, and probability, of this my
undertaking. However, if you require farther
juftification of me; I refer you to the undeniable.
Authority of the Lateran (ouncil, held under
Pope Leo thetenth, Which having decreed the
Anathematization of all Atheifts , who durft
quettion the Being of God, or the Immortality of the
Human Soul 5 in the clofe of the Canon not only
exhorteth, but exprefsly commandeth all Chri-
ftian Philofophers to endeavour the demonfira-
tion of thofe {acred Truths, by {olid and Phyfj-
cal Arguments. = And, certainly > {o piousand
>rudent an Affembly would never have preferi-
Lcd that task, in cafe they had norconceived it
both commendable and poffible to be effcéted.

Lucre-



Dialog. 2. Demonflrated bythe Light of Nature:

Lucvetius,

As for the Goodneffe and Piety of yeur Un-
dertaking, truly Ithink few underftanding men
will queftion it 5 and, on the other fide, I
fear me, you will meet withas few , that will
acknowledge the Peffibslity of your accomplifh-
ingit. For, if Iam not much miftaken, the

reateft number of thofe eminent Doéors of the
“burch, and chiefeft of the School-men , whom
you intimated to have been your cxamples, in
this parucular, do, after all their labours and
{ubtle difputes, ingenuoufly confeffe, that the
beft of their Arguments are not rigoroufly Con-
vincing, or fuch as conftrain affent as incvitably
as Mathemaiical Demonftrations. And,if 1o, though
1 expect o receiveas high fatisfaction from you ,
as from any, who ever gave me the fame hopes :
Yet I humbly begg your excufe, if I {ufpend my
belicf of your ability to prove the Immortalicy
of mans Soul by Reafons of evidence & force re-
quifite to the Conviétion of 2 meer Natural man
(fuchas T, for this time at leaft, fuppofe my felf
tobe, and fuch as indeed all men would, when
they come to examine the ftrength of Difcourfes
of this nature ) untill you fhall have given me
more pregnant teftimonies thereof, thanany Au-
thor, whofe writings I have read, hath hitherto
done, touching this {ubje&. In a word, Ibelieve
the Soul to be Immortal,as firmly, as you, or any
erfon living cans Yet I fhould account it no
all felicity, to fee a perfect Demonfiration of

it ,,
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its fuch as might for ever filenfe all Doubts
and Contradictions, and make a Converr of my
old Mafter Epicurus, in cale he were now among
the living: And any thing leffe than chat, would
hold no proportion to my expetation,

Athanafius.

I will not deny, Lacretius, but fome of thofe
School-men, who have alleaged congruous and
finewy Reafons , in favour of the Souls Immor-
tality ; did afterward themfelves confefle, they
were not compleatly Apodicticall: But,you may
be pleafed to remember alfo,that fome others of
them ftiffly maintained the contrary'; andall of
them unanimoufly concur in this, that howbeit
thofe Reafons do not afcerain equally with
Geometrical Demonftrationss yer they are fuch
as import cither a Phyficall or Moral “evidence,
fufhicient to perfwade a mind well affeced to-
ward truth, and free from the obfiru&ion of
prejudice.Nor fhould I fear to obtain the Caufes
however the Arguments I {hall bring , toaffert
the Immortality of the Soul, arife not to the
height of abfolute Demonftrations : Provided
they be found of greater certainty, clearneffe,
and confequence, than thofe that have ever yet
been urgcg by thofe of the contrary perfwafion 5
and fuch asbeing fuperadded to the Authority
of Holy Writ, become ineluctable, And. more
than this,( Lucretius) confidering the fingular ob-
fcuricy and abftrufe condition of the fubjeét, you
have no reafon to expedt at my hands. Pray,do
bucreflcét alittle on the modofty of that great

]11;11‘!,
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man, dreffotle,declared in fundry places of his
Writings, but more efpecially in the beginning
of his Ethicks, where hefaich , Hominss probe dn-
flirwis ft, tamamin unoquoque gencre [ubtilitatem
defid: vare, quantam yes 1p[ius natura recipit. <A
“man of Erudition, and a found Judgement
“ought to require only fo much fubrility and
¢ exadnefle inany kind of Aroument, as the
“nature of the thing treated of, will admit, and
“nomore, And, having ebferved the fame un-
realonable ‘humour of ~ curiofity in others of

thofe times,that now poflefleth you, and too ma-

ny of the {fublime Wits of the prefent age , who
look for nothing below Demonfirations, though
in the Metaphyficks, and other Sciences thatare
really incapable of them s headdeth this pofie
tive rule, Mathematica ceriitudo non eft snomutbus
querenda; Mathemarical Certitude is not to be
required in all things. To convince you the more
clearly of theUnreafonableneffeof what you
would exadt from me in this cafe; let me a while
divert you to the confideration of the nature of 2
Demonftration. The Method of Demonfiration 4
you know, is twofald; the one by Analyjis, the
other by Syuthefis,

The Analytical teacheth the true way , by
which the truch of 2 thing may be found out
Methodically, and as 4 préors; {o that if the Rea-
der or Hearer (hall firi&ly follow the fame, and
attentively heed all the Antecedents and Con-
fequents therein propounded , he thall come at
length to underftand the thing demonftrated as
periectly > and makeit asmuch his own » as it
him(elf
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himfelf had firft found it out. But yet it contains
nothing, whereby either the heedlefs,or diffent-
ing reader may be compelled to affent 5 For if a-
ny one of the leaft Propofitions therein delive-
red, be not exaétly and fully noted, the neceffity
of its -Conclufions doth not fufficiently ap-
pear. :
The Synthetical, bya way oppofite to the for-
mer, and) as it were fought 4 pofteriori(though the
Probation it {elf be oftentimes more 4 preors,
than inthe former ) doth clearly demonftrate,
what is concluded , and ufeth a long ferics of
Definsizons, Poftula es, Axtoms, Theorems,and Pro-
blems, that if any thing be denicd of the Confe-
quents, it {peedily fheweth the fame to be com-
srehended in the Antecedents, and fo extorts
L{:Iicf from the Reader, though formerly repug-
nant and pertinacious. Neverthelefle, this doth
not {atisfie,nor fil the mindof him who comes to
learn, fo amply as the other: Becaufe it teach-
cth not the way or manner, how the thing pro-
ved was firft found out. And this Latter is that,,
which the Ancient Geometricians generally
made uleof intheir Writings 5 not that they
werc ignorant of the other: But ( asI conceive )
becaufe they valued it{ohighly, asthat they
defired toreferve it to themfelves, as a great
Sccret, and too noble to be prophaned by vulgar
communication. Now, this is thatftriét and vi-
ﬁnmus Mcthod, upon which I {fuppofe you re-
e&, when you fay; you would gladly meet
with a perfeét Demonftration of the Immortali-
ty of Mans Soul: And I muft therefore advertife

you
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you of the Incompetency thercof to Mctaphyfi-
cal fubje&ts, . And the reafon doth confift in this
Difference; that the Frsft Netions, whichare pre-
fuppofed, inorder to the demonftration of things
Geometrical, agreeing with the ufe of the Senfes,
are moft eafily and promprly admitted by all
men; & fo there is no difficulty,buc only in dedu-
cing right Confequences from them,which may
be done only by remembring the Antecedents:
And the minute diftinétion of propofitions is
therefore made, that each of them may, upon
occafion, be quickly recited , and fo recalled to
the memory of even the moft heedleffe Reader:
But on the contrary, in things Metaphyfical , all
the difhculty lies in clearly and diftinétly per-
ceiving the Frrft No:tons 5 For, though of their
own nature they be not lefle known, or,even
more known, than thofe confidered by Geome-
tricians : Yer, becaufe many prejudgements of
the Senfes, to which from our infancy we have
been accuftomed , feem repugnant to them
therefore cannot they be perfeétly known, but
by {uch as are very attentive tothem, and with-
all abftra& their Minds from the Images of Cor-
porcal things, as much as is poffible 5 and being
propofed alone by themfelves, they might cafily
be denied , by fuch as delightin contradi&ion.
But, asfor the dnalytical mechod 5 1 would not
have you dcfpair of feeing it in fome meafure
accommodated to the fubject, of which we now
difcourfe, Provided you fhall firlt tune your
Mind to a fit key, to bear a part in the harmony
of truth, when it refounds from the ftrings -::ﬁ
K a

Demonflrated by the Light of Natures
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all the Antecedents and Confequents propounds
ed. Which youmuftdo, both by abftrafting
your thoughts many times from the groffe re-
prefentations of Corporeal things, that hold no
commerce of proportion or fimilitude with che
Incorporeal Nature of the thing enquired into:
and by wholly devefting your felf of all preju-
dice, and im:ﬁnatiun to impugn truth , when it
prefents it {elf clad in fufficient evidence, For,
whofoever comes to the examination of . an in-
tricate truch, with the cloud of inveterate aver-
fion, and mask of affe&ted contradi&ion, before
his eyessdoth thereby make himfelf the leffe fit
to perceive it: becaufe he diverts his mind, from
the due rconfideration of thefe reafons that
might convince him,to the hunting after fuch as
may diffuade him..

Ducretras. .

You do well, Athanafius, thus to prepare my
belief before-hand, by telling me, how neceffa-
ry it is, that I fhould abftra& my Mind, as well
gnm the Images of Matcrial Objeéts ;. as from
prejudices xﬁmn it remains on your part,firfk to
thew me the way ofthat 4éfratiion, and then'to
deveft me of prejudice. For, for myown part, I
confeffe ingenuoufly , Ican {peculate nothing ,
without the helpof my Imagination 5 fo that
whatever I can think upon, comes to my mind
in the dreffe of Magnitude , Figure, Colour, and
other the like conditions of Matrer.. Truthis 5 I
have often heard, among your foaring and 'long=
winged Wits, of Abftracted and #unbodsed Nariauz -
an
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and have fomtimes perplexed mymind, and
almoft cracke the membranes of mybrain, in
firiving how to comprchend them: Andyer T al-
waies found my Phanf(y [o infepa rably conjoin-
ed to my Intelle@; as if they were both one and
the fame Faculty. Noram [ yet able to diftin-
guifhbetwixt my Imagination and Intelle&ion :
And when once you fhall have fatisfied me of 2
reall Difference betwixtthems Ifhall {foen con-
fefle, you have gone very near the Demonftrati-
on of the Souls Immortality. Becaufe, if the o-
perations of the Intelleét be clearly diftin& from
thofe of the Phanfy , which is a Corporeal Fa-
culty , and therefore limited to the perception
and reprefentation of only Corporeal Natures :
Itwill almoft follow,that the Intelle& , which
is capable of kaowing Incorporeals, is a {ub-
ftance clearly diftinét trom the body, and {o Tm-
materiabfincedifferent effeGsmuft have different
Caufes. And, as for your other Poffulate, viz. the
exemption of my mind from contrary prejudice;
Thisalfo is what 1 thould expeét from the effica-
cy of your intended Arguments. For, (asItold
youbefore ) I'believe the Immortality of the
Soul; but cannot perfwade my felf of the poffibi-
lity of its Demonfkration, by any other but Di-
vine reafons: And it muftbe your work, to con-
vince meof ‘theerror of that perfwafion. Ne-
verthelefle, T will affure you of my beft Atten-

tion, and thatI comenot witha refolution net
to be fatisfied.

K 2 Athana<
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Athanafius.

Dear Sir, have patience a while , and yon
fhall foon perceive both the Neceffiry and E-
quity of what I require: And in the mean time,
u}c} nwt take occafien to anticipate my Notions,
but leave me to deliver them in their due places
and order,

Lucretius,

I{hall pun&ually obferve your commands;
and therefore, if you think fit, immediately ad-
drefle your felf to your Demonftration,

Athanafius.

Firft, it will beconvenient, in order to the
prevention of all Equivocation and Logoma-
chy, that may arife from the various ufe of the
word, Sox/; that we infifta lictle on the exami-
nation of that vulgar Opinion, which admitteth
a real diftin&ion betwixt Axémus and Anima; the
Mind and the Soul: Inregard it {cemsto be the
very fame;, according to which many Do&ors of
the Church have conceived the Soul to have
Two Parts, a Superior and Inferior; the onebeing
the Mind, Intelled, or Reafor, the other compre-
hending the Sexfe 8 Appetite Nutaral and Bratifb,

There are (you know ) many eminentmen ,
as well Theologues, as Philofophers , who, as
they hold Man to be compo fefoftwm parts , a
Souland a Body; fodo they conceive, that his
{oul is Iikewi(?z cnmpofecr of a twofold fub-
ftance , the -one Incorporeal or Immate- .
rial, immediately created by God , and infufed

into
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into the body, at the inftant of irs Emplychofis
or firft Animation, in the Mothers VWomb : The
other Corporeall or Material , originally con-
tained in the Parents Seed, and derived ex tra-
duce, from the Seminalitics of Male and Female
commixed in coition 5 which is as it were the
Medium or Difpofition 5 by the intermediate
nature whereof the Diviner part is conjoined
and united to the Elementary,or Body. And this
Opinion they ground chieflly upon that {peech
ﬂfpl:ht.‘: Apoftle, Biéne 8t Ereoov wuov & Tofs méhesi pas
dvTigeTeUduerov TG Vi T3 vios =y %, ol wTigovTel
% T Vi THS eCuapTioes T@NVTI e Tojs wéhesi gt pere
cesve a Law inmy members warring againft the Law
of my Mind, &c. For Si—&y they ), fince it is im-
poffible, that one Simple Effence or thing (hould
war againft, or have contrariety to it {elf; from
this Repugnancy betwixt the Senfe, andthe
Mind or Reafon,it feems neceffarily:confequent,
that the Senfitive and Rational Spul are things
effentially different cach from other. Whereun.
to they {uperaddalfo,that unlefle this Diftin&ion
be admirtted, we can never well underftand,how
Man, asa living Creature, can be faid to be, in
one part, lictle lower than the Angels: and in
another, to be like the Horfe or Mule, that have
no underftanding. How , in refpect of one part,
he is made after the Image of God ; and 1n re-
fpectof another, he is compared to the Beafts
thacperifh, How , in one refpe&, he acknow-
- ledgeth God to be his Author and Principle :

and inanother, heowns his produdion upen
his Parents. How, in one relation, he is faid to

be
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belmmortall :andinanother, fubje& to death

equally with the {malleft worme.
Notwithftanding , itis not, either the Autho-
rity,ot Arguments of thefe Men, that feem pre-
valent enough to bring me to be of their perjua-
{ion. For as to their duthorsty ; Lconld thereunto
oppole that of fome Fathers, yea and QGouncils,
who notonely reprehend, but condemne all
fuch, as makea duality of Souls inman : were
not tii thing already well known to you. How-
ever, {uffer me to pucyou in'mind, thac the pi-
ous and ‘learned Conimbricenfes { who certainly,
have moft profoundly and judicioufly, of all o«
thers, handled chis Queftion ) though they pro-
ceed not {o far, as to cenfure this conceipt to be
Hereticall ( as {ome others before them had
don ) yet they exprefly declare their Diffent
fromic. And as for their Reafons alledged 5/
thinke them likewife infufficient. Forall that
Pfychamachy, _or inteftine Confliéts which thefe
men imagine to be betwixt the inferior part
of the {oul which is called the fenfitive, and the
{uperior called: the Rational, or betwixt the Na-
tural Appetites and the Will ;5 doe arife onely
fromthe repugnancy ror contraricty. which 1s
berween thofe motions of the {pirits, which are
on one fide caufed:by the fenfes affelted byex-
ternall objectssand chofe motions of the fpirits
which on the other fide are canfed by the will,
afterithe foul hathdeliberated upon their con-
veniency and usilitye And,lintrathyeach indi-
viduall manhathone and onely one foul 5 ‘in
whiich is.no variety of parts 3 (Kar which isthe
Senfitive
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Senfitive is al{o the Rationall, and allher Appe:
tites &re abfolute Volitions. = The caufe of thefe
mens error {eems to be this, that they could nor
well diftinguifh the Fun&ions proper to the foul,
from the Fun&ions proper to the body 5 to
which alonewe ought in right to afcribe what-
ever we obferve in our felves to be repugnant to
our Reafon. Sothat in Man, thereis no other
Contra& or Contrariety of Affections, bue
what confifteth in the contrary motions cat-
fed by the fpirits and purer pare of the blood, in
that part of the body,in which as in its principall
and more immediate organ,the foul is enthroned
and exercifeth her faculties s whether that be
the Plexus Choroides in the brain, as moft Phyfi-
cians conceive 3 orthe Heart, as the Sertpture
feems tointimate s or the Glandula pineslis, inthe
centre of the brain, as Des Cartes affirmeth 5 or
any other part whatfoever : one of thefe motions
arifing from the determinationi - of the {pi-

ritsby the will one way ; and the other,,

from the determination of them by the
corporeal Appetite, another way. And hence
1tcomes often to pafs, that thefe impulfesbeing
contrary each to other ; the ftronger doth im-
pede and countermand the effe& of the weaker:..
Nor s itdifficule to diftinguith thefe two kinds
of impulfes or motions, made by the mediation:
of the {pirits upon thé principal fenfory, or-chief
feat of the foul. 'Forafmuch: as fome'of them:
reprefent to the {oul, the Images of obje@s either:
at that time moving the fenfes,or the impreffions-
formerly made and remaining in the brain 3: but
offet no force orviolenee toir,fo far as toengage
. the:

|1-'|
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the will toward their profecution : and others
prove {o effectual, as todifpofe the will #ccor-
dingly ; asmay be obferved in all thofe, which
produce paffions, or fuch motions in the body,
as ufually accompany paffions. ~ As for the for-
mer,though they often impede thea&ions of the
{oul, anf are againe asoften impeded and {up-
prefled by them yet,becaufe they are not direct-
ly oppolite each to other, we can obferyve no
confliét er wreftling betwixt them 3 as we may,
betwixt the latter fortof Motions,and aéks of the
will or Volitions that oppofe them, as (forex-
+ ample)betwixt that 'impulfe,by which the prin-
: it cipall organ of the foul s difpofed to affeét her
1 z-‘:'E with the cupidity or defire of any one particular
' objeét 3 and that,by which the will counterdis-
¥ pofeth her to anaverfation from,or avo dance
of, the fame. And this Confliét chiefly demon-
ftrate thits felfe hereby, that the will being not
able ro excite paffions directly, and immediately,
is conftrained to caft about and ufe a kind of art,
in order thereunto; and to apply it felfe to the
confideration of feveral thingsfucceflively,or one
after another ; whercupon it comes to pafe, that
if any one of thofe things occurring, chance to be
prevalent enough to change the courfe or cur-
rent of the fpirits, at that inftant; yer another
that followes next after ir, be not powerfuill
= enough. to fecond the former in that change,
Iy the {pirits then immediatcly againe refume
iy their firft courfe or motion ( the precedent dif-
i pofition in the nerves, heart, and blood,  being
not yet altered Yand thereupon the foul per-
ceives her {elfe ro be impelled to puri‘uc,aﬂ_fli.
avol
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avoid the {ame obje&, almoft in one and the
{fame moment. And this alone was that, which
gave occafion to men, to imagine Two Diftin&
and mutually repugnant Powers or Faculties
in the foul. Neverthelefs, we may conceive a-
nother fort of Confli¢t confifting in this 5 that
many times the fame caufe, which exciteth a
paffion in the foul, doth, even in the fame mo-
ment, excite alfo in the body, certaine motions,
to which rhe foul doth not arall conduce, and
which {he {upprefleth or at leaft indecavours
to fupprefs, fo foon asfhe obferves them robe
begun. For inftance, whatloever caufeth Feare,
doth at the fame inftant caufe alfo the {pirics
to flow into thofe muicles, which {ferve to move
the thighs and legges to flight or avoidance of
the terrible objeét ; but if the Will fuddainly
rifc up, and derermine to exercife the vertue of
Fortitude, and oppofe the danger threatned, the
foul then giveth check to that morion of the
{pirits, and converts them to the heart and armes
the berter to make refiftance.

. And here I ask leave to make a (hort Digrefli-
on, while ( with the excellent Des Cartes ) 1 ob-
ferve to you 3 thatiris from the Ewvent of thefe
inward Confli&ts, by which aman may,come
to underftand the ftrength or weaknefs of his
own foul. For fuch perfons, who have their
wills fufficiently ftrong to fubdue paffions, and
countzrmand thofe fuddain motions in the body
which accompany the paffions 3 are  without
doubt, endowed with WNoble and Generous
‘Souls : And thofe who have their wills {ubject

L 1o
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to the impethofity of pafions, and cannor check
the motions of the fpiries refulting from them,
muftbe men of aljedt, effeminateand pafillantmons
ones. Not that every man ean make this Ex-
periment of himfclfe, as to . Weaknefle or
Fortitude 5 becaufe many and indced mioft men
come to thefe Duells, armed, not with the crue
and proper weapons of the mind,but with falfe
ones borrowed from fome contrary  Affe&tion:
fo that the confli& may feem to be rather be-
twixt two oppofite Paffions, than berwixt the
Will and cither of them; and the Will may be
faid to tollow the fortune of the conquering
paflion, rather than robe it felfe the conque-
rour. By the true and proper weapons of
the Mind, Imeane certaine right and firme
judgments concerning the knowledge of Good
and cvill 5 according to which it hath decreed
to regulate ic {elf in all the aétions and occur-
rences of life. ' And, certainly, of all Souls, thofe
arc the moft weak and feminine, which have noét
their wills thus determined to follow certaine
fectled Judgements, bue fuffer them to be drawn
afide by prefent  Affetions. 5 which being ma-
hy times contrary ‘one to another, and equally
prevalent, counter-incline the Will alternately,
and fo keepiton the rack of fufpence. Thus,
when Feare reprefenteth Death, as the worlk
of evils, and which cannotbeotherwife avoid-
ed, burby flight ; ifon the other fide, Amébision
ftep in, and reprefent the infamy of flight, asan
Evill worfethenDeath : thefe two contrar
Affcttions varioufly agitate and diftra% the

Will,
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Will, and by putting it to a long confli® and
irrefolution , render the fou! moft {ervile and
miferable,

Now from this confideration it is manifeft,
that there is no fuch neceffity, as hath been i-
magined, of allowing a diftin&ion of the foul
into Anrmum and drimam, or making the Reafc-
natle foul and the Sexfitsve two diftinét beings,
in order to the explanation of that Plychoma-
chy, or Conteft betwixt Reafon and Senfe, or
the Superior and Inferior Faculties, of which
the Apoftle complained, and -indeed which ¢-
very man feels within himfelfe : all that repug-
nancy confifting in a Contrariety, not of the
foul ro 1t felfe (which in a Simple Effence is
impoffible ) but onely of the Motions of the {pi-
rits;caufed by the Senfes,on one fide, and thofe
caufed by the Will, on the other, as hath been
declared. And, as for the other Reafons that
remaine 5  what Ihave now faid, may be eafi-
ly extended to the {olution of them alfo : for,
that Man is compofed of a Reafonable Soul,
and a Body ; is {ufficient to our underftanding
him tobe,in one refpet, little lower than the
Angells, made after the Image of God,and Im-
mortall ; and in ancther, like the Horfe and
Mule, that haveno.underftanding, and {ubjet
to death equally with the beafts” that perifh.

Ifedicaftes.

By yourfavour , good Athanafius. ‘Youwere
faying even now, that there were fome Fathers
and Councils, who condemned all fuch as main=

L 2 : tained
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tained a Duality of Soulsin Man: But, if I am
not miftaken, that condemnation doth cheifl

concern the Maniches , who held two diftiné
Souls in every mans the one derived from ane-
vill Principle , and fo contaminated with the
tin¢ture of Vices; the other immaculate, pure ,
and having its origine immediately from God,
yea being a certain Particle of the Divine Effence
it {elf; And, perhaps, it may be extended alfo to
the Platonift and Averrboift, who affirm the Rati-
tional Soul not to be the Forma tnformans, and {o
make two forms in every individual perfonsboth
which opinions,“are erroneous and hereticall.
Bur, that it doth include alfo thofe, who diftin-
guilh the Soul intoa Superior and Inferior part;
the one comprehending the Mind Intelle& or
Reafononly; the other the Senfitive Faculties
and Appetites: I am yet to learn. Which I ad-
vertife you of , not thatI am unfacisfied with
the reafon you have given of thofe Conflits we
daily have within us; For, in truth, it feems con-
ventently to explain the myftery of that Repug-
nancy berwixt our Rational and Corporeal Ap-
petites : but, to intimate to you, that I fee no
reafon, why the Human Soul may not be admit-
ted ¢ to confift of two parts, the one Immaterial
and Iatellettualscalled the Mind,or Vnderftand-
ing , and ( by way of excellency) the Human
Soul ; the other Marerial , andonly Senfitive,
by the mediation whereof that Divine part
1s united to the body during life. And, with-
out admitting this Diftinétion, Ido not under-
ftand the meaning of that Sentence of Plato, Men-
tem
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tem vecipi in Animas Angmam 5 15 corpore > nor of
that of Tr1fmeyiftus ( cr whoever was the Author
of Poemander) Mentem in Animam, Animam in Spi-
ritu, Spizitum i corpore Lebs : Both which not ob-
{curely intimate a certain Third Nature in Man ,
intermediate between that Divine cflence , his
rcafonable Soul, & that Material or Elementary
one, his bodys which can be no other s but what
we call the Senfitzve part of the Soul.

Athanafius.

Whether that condemnatory Sentence men-
tioned, doth extend to {fuch, ashold the Reafon
to be one part of the Soul, and rhe Senfitive
power to be another, in this moderate fenfe you
are pleafed to ftate it; T will not much contend ,
it being the proper bufinefle of Divines to deter-
mine that doubt: But, thus muchl am certain
of, that it exprefly toucheth all, whoafferta
Duality of Souls Coexiffert in man 5 and that ise-
nough, I prefume, to juftific my quotation of it s
againft them. As for thofe remarkable texts of
Plato, and the great Hermes, which you alleage;
Ian{wer, thaticisvery probable, that thofe
Philofophers , who held the Soul to be Compe-
fed of two different Natures , as thefe {eem to
havedone ;3 had for their principal argument
that inteftine Repugnancy , we have explained ,
and that nothing can be contrary to it {elfe,
Now,their ground or Suppafition that this Repug-
nancy isin the Soulicfelf, or betwixt the Rea-
{fonable parc and the Senfitive , and not berwixt
the Soul and Body only ( as Ihave clearly prud-—
Ve
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vedittobe ) being manifeftly erroncous :- Affu-
redly, their Znference cannot be longer confidera-
ble. Neverthelefle, if what I have alreadyurged,
be notfufficiently clear and valid; rather than
{hew my fclf fo vain an Opiniator, 2sto put my
judgement into the ballance againfk {fofolid a
one as yours, 1 am content, -you {hould continue
the pofieffion of your prefent perfwafion, till you
fhall pleafc to afford me fome other opportuni-
ty of demonftrating the Unity and Simplicity of
the Soul : My prefent undertaking being only to
evince the Immortality of its and this more out
of compliance to Lucretius importunitys than any
confidence of fingularability in my felf,to man-
nage fo noble and weighty an Argument, If
thercfore I have not already difcouraged your
patiencespermit me now to apply my {elf wholly
to that Province. |

The Confiderations which I have dcﬁgnfd to
alleage, at this time 5 in favourof the Souls Im-
mortality, are cither Phyfical, or Moral; And the
Phyfical, or fuch as arife from the Nature of the
Soul itfelf , {feem all to refer themfelves to chis
one Capital Argument.

The Reafonable Soul of Manis Tmwaterials ad
thevefore Immartal. ;

Herenotwithftanding the main Difhculey be
concerning the Antecedent s yet convenience of
Method: requires me firft to manifeft:the Force
or Neceffity of the Coafequence. The Reafum therc-
fore, why whatis Immaterial, muftal{obe Im-
mortal,




Dialog.a. Demonflrated bythe Light of Niture, 7y

moftal, is deduceable from hence 3 thav'what
wants Matter;wants likewife pares, into which
it might be diftradted and diffolved : and whar
is uncapable of being diffolved, muftof perfe&
neceffity alwayes continue to be what it is. For,
‘whatever is of a2 nature free from the conditions
of Matter or Body 3 doth neither carry the prine
ciples of diffolution in it felfe, nor fear them
from External Agents : and by pure confe-
quence, cannot but perpetually laft, or (" which
is the very fame ) be Immortall. And this Rea- i ¥
fon feems to me, both moft evident and ineluc- e
table, !

Lucveltas.

I petceive no fuch unavoidable Neceffity. !
For, though an Immateriall thing cannot b
perifh by the Exfolution of parts, which 1s the B
only way, by whichall Corporeall natures are f
deftroyed : yet it is nor impotfible, but the fame '8
may be deftroyed fome other way proper to
Incorporcalls,and unknown tous.  Forafmuch
as what ever is Principiate, or once produced, 5
muft have fome caufe of its produ&ionsand then |
why may it notbcagaine deftroyed by the felfe
{ame Caufe, or by an a&tion of that Caufe, con-
trary to that a&tion by ‘which it was at firft pro-
duced ?

-

Athanafius.

Thercare but two wayes, cnmpreheﬁﬁblﬁ by
the Underftanding, how any thing, thac hath

exiftence in nature, can perifh: theone is (; as1
1ave
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have already expreffed ) by the Exfolution and
Diffipation of itsparts, of whichitwas compo-
{cd 5 the other by abfolute Adnihilation of its
Entity, as the Schoolmen phrafe it. Now,
though I confefle, that as the former way of de-
ftruction is peculiar to Corporeall natures 5 {ol
know nothing tothe contrary , but the Latter
may be competent to Incorporeals, which are
produced ex wzhilo 5 for, every dependent, or
whac hath not its Being from ics felfe, bur deri-
veth it from another, 1s liableat the plealure of
that, on which it doth depend,  to bedepofed
from that eflence or ftate of Being, in which it
was,by the fame, created : yet, that there is any
{uch thing as 4dnhilation though confiftent with
the Omauipotence of God, is hardly conceiveable,
without derogation from his wifedome, which
pronounced all to be good that he had made,and
the formal reafon of the Creatures goodncfic
doth confift only in this,thatit feem’d good o the
Divine will fo to make them 5 and to argue 4
poffe ad effe,that God doth or will adnihilate any
thing, becaufe it is in his power toadnihilate, 1s
much below fo good a Logician, as Lucretius is.
Nor are we to {uppofe any lmnovatzon in the
generall ftate of chings 3 buc thar the courfe of
the Univerfe or Narure, . doth conftantly and
invariably proceed in the fame manncr or re-
nour of method, which was at firft inftituced by
the wifedome of the Creator. There 1s, . you
know,a twofold Immortality,the one 44folute,the
other only Dersva £ ve . That the Firft is competent

1&11::-1}' to God, cannot be ddenyed 5 finceitis im-

poffible
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posfible that that eflence, which is Non-prin-
cipiate,or never had beginning, nor any Caule of
its produ&ion, fhould be determined, orever
ceale to be,or meet with any caule of its deftruc-
tion. And that the latter may be competent
to the whole Genus of Tmmatertal Effences,not-
withftanding the power of God, which can re-
duce them to Nothing, as well as it bath edu-
ced them from nothing; is likewife undeniable::
for,fuppofing ( as we ought ) that God doth no-
thing contrary to the eftablifh’t Lawes and de-
creed order of Nature, and that this Generall
ftatc of things doth continue ftill the fanie,
which bis Wifedom at firft inftituted 5 it doth
evidently follow, that what He hath once madc
Incorporeal, fhall perfever to be the fame o all
eternity. ] remember a paflage in Scaliger
{ Exercit. 307. feff. 20, ) that molt fitly expre(-
{eth the flumme of this confideration, and there-
fore fhall recite it to you. Solus Deus eft verd
immortalis @ incorruptibilis,quia [olus ex [e funm effe
babet, atq; a nullo dependet 3 Dei vero vefpeltu omiia
creata mortalia & corruptibilia (unty que 4 (vea-
toris mutu deponi pffunt ab efentia illa, 1n qua con-
flituta funt. Non covumpuntur tamen quedam, ut
Angeli (& Antma Ratdonalis 5 quia Creaior non
'udf ea corvampi, & wibil ra;.-rmrfz'fpﬁs, a quo cor-
rumpantur condidit, nec eas ita mateyi€ tmmerfity ut
extra eam nec [ubfiftere, nec operars poflint.  And
this I conceive fufficient to manitett the necef-
fity of Immortality from Incorporiety.

N Lucretius.
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Lucyettus. -

But Tam not fatiffied of any neceffity, why
you {hould have recourfe to Immateriality, for
the proof of Immortality ; feeing that even a-
mong the Fathers there are fome ‘who maintain
Immortality to be confiftent with Corporality
aud amongft the beft Philofophers, fome affert
the Ceelcftial Bodies tobe Incorruptible ,* and
deduce that their incorruptibility from the na-
ture of their Forme, which nevertheleffe they
account not incorporeal,

eAthanafius.

Thofe Fathers held fome Corporeal natures to
be Immortal,not ex ratione effentie, but ex Divina
Gratiasonly from the decree of the Divine bene-
placer 5 otherwife than I affirme of Incorpore-
als,and particularly the Soul of man, And as
for that opinion of fome Philofophers, it is e-
nough that it doth not oppofe our Confequence
7. e. that granting fome bodies to be Incorrup-
tible, it ED%[DWES not, that therefore Incorpore-
als arethe lefle , but rather the more inccorrup-
tible. 'Whatever becomes of that Opinion, I
{ay,that becaufe there is no Body, whichis not
in procefie of time,exfolubleinto {uch parts, of
whichitdoth confift : in as much as whether
their principles be Atomes, which by their na-
tnrall agility and contrary impulfions alwayes
caufe inteftine commotions, and a conftant civill
warre in the very entrals of Concretions, or
whether they be Elementary Qualicies, axftir:i
an

-
-
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and reciprocally repugnant , which cannot
beidle, but unnceflantly aét one upon ano-
ther 5 they carry tne poffibility of Diffo-
lution in ctheir own Compofition : i fay ,
confidering this, it is clearly neceffary , thatall

bodies , -according tothe Fundamental Laws of

Nacure, be {ubject to Diffolution, their pares be-
ing at length exturbed from their primary fite s
or Polition and Witon , and a total refolution
{ucceding thercupon. Befides | you well know
that that Tenentot Awjiatle, of the Incorrup:ibi-
lity of Ceelefliil Bodses 5 hath been exploded long
fince : And that what his Zaterpreters havefo
magnificently talked, of the Nature of the Ca-
lefital Form, 1sa meer dream , a chimera of im-
mederate (ubtility,and worthy only to be laught
at 5 - elpecially after thofe' many obfervations of
changes in them, made by the Modern Aftrono-
MErs, evincing the contrary. |

Lucvetius, s

But, do not you incur an Abfurdity, in fup-
pofing that thereis any  fubffance Bnmaterial, or
produced-Nature Incorporeal s when as the Fa-
thers many of them have judged , that what is
nota Body, is Nothings and chat my Tutor, E-

preuvas hathy exprefsly taugit, thatin Nawre,
nothing is Incorporcal befide Space or Tnaniry

M2 Athang-
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Athanafias,

1 know no Father, butonly Terrallian ( whom
St. Aag:t{lfnt doth {marcly reprehend for affere-
ing ir) of thatunfound opinions and to him we
may oppofe the Authority of all, at leaft of
molft the others ,who fﬂ“dﬂ? juftified the contra-
ry. Andto Epicurus, 1 oppofe Plato, Ariftotle,
and fundry others, who would not admic any
fuch thing as Emprineffc in the Univerfe; bur
exprefsly afirmed, that there were [ xogisis,
oGty TS, #y duegess soins |Subflances [eparate 5 incor-
porealy and deftirute of parts. VWhat if there were
a few, who could not clevate their minds fo
high, as to conceive any thing Incorporeal , be-
fides Inanity; doth it therefore follow, that thofe
many , and great men, who did conceive the
contrary were fools, and thatI, who likewifec
affirm the exiftence of Incorporeal Natures, doe
run my {elf upon an Abfurdity » Thope, Lucreri-
45 5 you will be more favourable to your felf,

than to own the impertinence of any fuch
Sequel,

Lucretius.,

Todeal freely with you, T find the Notion of
Immaterial Sutftance, to be fomwhart too fublime
for the comprehenfion of fo humble and (hort-
fighted areafonasmineis. But, perhaps, you
may affift it with the Telelcope of - yours, upon
occafion of fomwhat or other inthe pmccﬂg of
your difcourfe :  And, therefore, go on direély
to the conviction of your ﬁmr;edgm, viz. that

the
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the Rational Soulis Immortal 5 for , mpon that
hang’s all the weight of the bufineffe.

Athanafius.

The Antecedent, viz. that the Reafonable Soul is
Immatevialy is evident from the Nature and Man-
ner of itsOperations. . For , fince irisa certain
gule, thatevery Agent isknown by its Effects
and that all Formes reveal themfelves by theic
peculiar and diftinck energics, and waics of O-
peration3 and ascertain, that the Aétions of
man, as a Cogitatin and Intelleétuall Effence,
are of fo nobleand divineafirain, as thatit
is impoffible chey fhould be performed by a meer
Material Agent, or Corporeal fubftance , how-
ever difpofed, qualified, or modified : VWhar
eruth can be more perfpicuous, morc {trong,
than this, that the Soul of man, by whichalone
he is impowered to think and underftand, isan
Immaterial Subftance 2

Now. all the Actions of the Human Soul, are
Iefcrribff: to two General Heads or Fountainss
whereof the one is Perception , or the {ingle Ope-
ration of the Fatelled 3 -the other, Folitron, or the
fingle Operation of the will : For, tobe {enfible,
to Imagine, and purely to underftand , are only
diverfe manners of Percesuings and to defire, to
hate, to affirm, to deny, toembrace, to refufe,
are only divers manners of willizg. .

To examine thefe A&ions , therefore , more
particularly; let us in the firft place, turn our
eye, for a glance or two, upon the Will, which
though but a branch of the Soul, and as it were
a {ccundary Faculty, in refpeé of the Intelledt,

doth




36

The Immortality of the Human Soul,”  Dialog. g4

doth ¢led¥ly fiew the Immateriality of the'Souls
whofe Faculty'fris. For, inlomuchias the VWill
doth by Natural and Congenial tendency , pro-
{ecute Borum Honeftum , which is for the moik
part repugnant to Bowum Delettabile ,  or fuch
Good ', as’ is -only ‘Senfual and, Corporeal s
It is a good Confequence , . that the Willis.an
Incorporeal Faculty 5 it being impoftible for &
Corpoteal Faculty to apprehend an Incorporecal
Obijcét, fuch as Good abltracted from all relati-
ons of the Senfe. :

Again , forafmuch asthe Will iSabfolutely
Free, to ele&t , ‘or refufe what Objeds (he plea-
feth; and fuch a Freedom cannot confift with an
Appetire immerfed in Matter and obliged there-
unto infeparably '( becaufe all Difpofitions of
Matter are determinate and neceflary, and the
effets refulting from thofe certain difpofitions,
are likewife determinate and neceffary: ) there-
foreis the Will Superior toall Conditions and
Obligationsof Macter. And, that the YVill hath
this arbitrary Liberty of EleCtion or Refufal, is
demonftrable from hence; that itisin the power
of every man living to {ufpend or withold his
affent to any ‘propofition whatever s; uatil hic is
able tomake a certainjudgement of the Verity
or Falfity, convenience or inconvenience thereof:
Which Tealof is fomanifeft, out of our own ex-
perience, that Des Castes ( and Hey youwill con.
fefe’, - was’'a man of admirable circumipection
and firiGneffe “in examining Fundamental .and

"Pmleprical Notions ) doth fecurely account it
among the Firftand moft common Notions, that

" : 41e
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are Congenialand Infafte ia-the Mindiof cevery
man. Bur, becaufe the Will is only- th¢ Brancix,
and the Underftanding the Roor, upop- whichric
growes, and by which it 1s to be regulated 5 and
that what Lihall {fay of the Intellet; may be ea-
fily accommeodated to the VVill 5 » with equal
competency i-I (hall no longer infift uponthe
confideration of the Will, b fix my difcour{es
wholly upon the Intelle, as the Principal and
Primary Faculty, for proof of the Souls Imma-
teriality; drawing my Arguments firft from the
eAtlions of the Underftanding, and thenfrom its
proper Osjefls.

The Operations of the Intelleét, which give:
evidence.of the SoulsImmateriality, may be re-
duced to Three diftiné Orders or Claffes: The Fiufi
confifting of fuch 4 by which it may be cvinced ,
that Intelleéion and Imagination are Adts per-
fettly diftin& cach from other: The Second of
fuch, as are called Reflex A&s, by which the In-
telleét doth underftand icfelf , and its own pro-

er fun&ions, and perceiveth that it doth undere
ﬁand : The Third of thofe, by which we do not
only form Univerfals, or Univerfal Notions of
thingss but al{o underftand the very reafon of
Univerfality it felf. *And of each of thefe, I'ina
tend to {peak plainly and fuccinétly , according
to this method.

Lbegin with Aéts of the Finft Claffiss not that
they are of any fingnlar dignity or excellency a-
bove therefliy but that I may éafonahly remove
that obftacle of common prejudice ,. which men
generally have (and you, Lucretins ; among tl;s
refk;
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reft, as your fe)f profeffed even now ) that the
Intelle& isnot a Faculty diftin& from the Phan-
fieor Imagination; as if,what we call Imaginati-
on in Beafts, were really the very fame wich
that, which we call Underftanding in' Men , and
only different from it fecundum magis & minas |
according to the degrees of more and leffe,
{trength and acutefiefs.

In Man we cannot but obferve a certain fort
of Intelle&kion, by which the foul exercifing her
Faculty of Ratiocination, doth advance her {etf
to the affured and diftin& knowledge or under-
{tanding of fome things , which is impoffible for
the Imagination ever to have any apprehenfion
of, in regard there canbe no Images or.reprefen:
tations of them in the Phanfy, though we thould
with never {o much intention or earnefincffe im-
ploy our mind to frame fuch refemblances. For
example, when confidering the Magnitude of the
Sun, we follow the conduct of our Reafon , and
deduce inferences from {ound premifes (which
is Difcourfe ) we foon come to know moft cer-
tainly, that the magnitude of the Sun is at leafk
an hundred and fixty times greater than that of
the Earch: Yer, do what we can, ' we can never
bring our Imagination to apprehend any fuch
vaitnefle , but (hall find 1t to confiftonly in fuch
a{mall reprefentation of the Solar Globe, asthe
Senfe hath delivered into the brain.  Nays if we
fer our felves to meditate well and ferioufly up-
on the matter , we fhall foon be fatisfied , that
we cannot imagine the Globe of the Earth

(which is yeevaltly thort of that of the Sun ) i;u
e
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be neer fo great, as Demonftrations Geometri-
cal convince it to be; forafmuch as the Imagina-
tion ( which doth no more but copy out the,
pictures.drawn on the tables of the Senfes 4 and
chatas well in dimenfions, as figure, colour,&’c.)
conceiveth the Vauleor Arch of the Heavens to
infift upon the limits of the vifible Horizon, on
every fide , and that the Clouds, Sun , Moon,
Starrs, and whatever elfe we behold within that
Arch or Semicircle , are not more diftant from
us, than the Horizon is. Sothat you {cc plainly ,
how little the Imagination doth apprehend the
Heavens, and the whole World to be; and how
valtly {hort we come of imagining the Sun (a
{mall part only of the Heavens , and of theUni-
verfe ) to be fogrear, asreallyic is3 while we
cannot imagine the whole World tobeas great,
as the Earth really is ¢ Bug, if weappcal to our
#nder(landirgs that doth inftantly aflure us, by
irrefiftible demonftrations,sthar the VWorld,Hea-
vens, Sun,and Earth arc of certain magnitudes
incomparably greater, than thofe to which the
Phanly can pat?lbl}r extend its power of compre-
henfion, Which I think, Lucretias , doth not ob-
fcurcly import, that there 1s more than an ima-
ginary di£rrncc berween the Underftanding
and the Phanty,

Lucyetius.

I donot think fo s Athasafius, -For, though
perhaps I cannot {o extend my Imagination, as
to bring it to fathemeor grafp fo grear a magni-
tude, as that of the Sun, all ac once;  Yet Lcan
N 1m-

= ==



go " Thelmmortality of the Human8onl, Dialog. 2,

imagine a greater and ‘greater magnitudé by de-
grees, tillar laft Feome'to equal the 'whole real
magnitude thercof. Nor is it neceffary 5 thac 1T
thould have in my Phanfy anImage of greamefs
equal thereunto, while that {fmall one exhibired
to e by my fight ; is fufficient to make me con-
ceive, ‘thac the real magnitude isgreater than
the apparent: which I can do, onlyby comparing
the {evera] ‘apparent magnitudes of oneand the
fame Obje&, at{everal diftances from the eye.
Athanafius,

Hear you, Sir, That 4ddirion you make of one-
degree of magnitude to another {ucceffively , till
you attain to an apprehenfion of the real mag-
nitude of the Sun; is not an aétof your Imagina-
tion, but purely of your Redfon, which finding the
Image of the Suns greatnefle in'your Phanfyto
be incomparably too fmall , to an{wer to that
immenfe diftance that you underftand to be be-
twixt the Sun and your ey¢,doth,by its own pro-
per Faculty, fupply thatdifproportion, not by
cnlargement of the Image, but by inferring,
from Geometrical Maxims , that a vifible Ob-
ject at that {fuppofed diftance > though it feem to
be nobigger than a Coach-wheel, “muft yerin
reality be'by vaft excefles greater. For, if you had
no other Conception of the Suns Magnitude,but
what is deduced from the fight; how could it e-
verenter into your mind,that the Sun is really fo
mueh larger chan itappears tolbe 2-Manifeft,
thereforey1t 65 that thar enlargement of your
canception of the Suns Magnitude , ‘beyond thax
of its apparence; isan a& of your Intelleét, whel-

ly
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ly above the power of . your Imaginasson: "50
likewife is your (‘omparing the {everal lapparent:
magnitudes of onc and the {fame Objet, at{eve-
ral degrees of diftance. Where give me lcaye to
obferve to you, that the Imagination or common
{enfe can have no Idea of Diflgnce , beyond one
or two hundred feet: as s ‘evidentfrom hence
that the Sun and Moan, which ar¢ amongft Ob-
jets of the %rcatc[’ﬁ remotenefle from the eye ,
and whofe Diameters are to their Circumfe-
rence, as one to an hundred ; or thercabouts 5
{cem to us to be at moft two feet over 5 though
Reafon doth affure us, that they are very great
and very far diftant. And nothing is more ccr-
tain, than that we eftimate the magnitude of 2
thing, from the cognition, or opinion at leaft ,
which we haye in our mind of the Diftance of
it comparatively ro the magnitude of the image
of it drawn in the bottom of the Eye, and
not abfolutely by the magnitude of that
image; as I haye amply and demonfiratiyely
declared in my difcouric of the cManner of Vi-
fion, and as Des Cartes alfo hath demonftrated,,
in the fixt Chapter of his Dioptricks : Both which
I am {ure you have perufed. However,becanic
it conduceth fomwhat to our Prd—r_’nc argument
permit me to give you this evident reafon there-
ofs that though the Image of an Obje& may be
an hundred cimes greater , when the Object is
very neer, than whenthe fame is removed to a

diftance ten times greater : yet the Obje& it felf
doth not therefore appcar to us an hundred
times greater , but almolft equal. Sothat the

N2 Comps-
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Comparation of Magnitude and Diftance, is an’
act of the Underftanding, not of the Imaginati-
on, asyou prefume.

Lucretius.,

Ifall our Cognition doth proceed originally
from our Senfes, as all men concede, and Azi-
ftarle atfirms in chat Maxim, Nibil eft inintell:8u 5
quod non prius fuit1n fenfuy, and that Intelle&ion
1s made by Analogy, by Compofition, Divifion ,
Ampliation, Extenuation, and the like waies of
mana&ing the Species or Images of things im-
mitted into the Common Senfe,by the External
Senfes :  Then certainly can we have no know-
ledge ofany thing, whereof we have no Images
and confcquently without Imagination there
1s no Intellection, fo that in fine to Imagine and
to Underftand a thing will be all one,

Athanafius,

Your Inference is not juftifiable, For, the
Common Notions, that are as it were engraven
on our Minds, and that are not dcrivcfm*igi-
nally from the Obfervations of things by our
felves, or the Tradition of them by others, do
undeniably atteft the contrary. "Nor can an
thing be more abfurd, than to i‘ay, that all thné
Prolcptical and Common Notions, which we
have in our Mind , do arife only from impreffi-
ons made upon the Organs of our Senies, by the
incurfe of External Objeéts;and that they cannot
confift without them: Infomuch as all fenfible
Impreflions are fingular, but thofe Notions Ulni-
rer%al,having no aﬂ%mity with , no relation l}t_}tﬂ,
P
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Corporeal motions or impreflions. And, if you
think the contrary, pray oblige me fo far,as to
teachme, whatkind of Corporeal impreffion
that maybe, which formes this one Common
Notion in our Mind, Que [unt eadem uns tertio
[unt eadem inter fe. Not that Tam affraid, toque-
ftion the truth of cven your Suppofitson , not-
withftanding the generall allowance of that
Maxim of the Philofopher.For,whoever dothwel
obferve, how far our Senfes extend themfelves
and whart that is, which can arife from them , in
order td®our Faculty of Cogiratings will eafily
be brought to confeffe, that they exhibite tous
nofuchldea’s of things, as we form of | them
in our thoughts, and that in thofe Idca’s we
form, there 1s nothing, which is not Ianate and
Congenial to our Mind or Faculty of Cogita-
ting, except only thofe Circumftances, which
relate toexperience, or whereby we judge, that
thofe Idea’s , wehave now fl)rr: ent to our Cogi-
tation , may be conveniently referred to thofe
cxternal Objects, which we fpeculate. Not that
thofe Obje&ts have immitted thofe very Idea’s
into our Mind, by the Organs of the Senfess but
becaufe they have immited fomwhar,which hath
givenoccafion to the Mind to form {uch Idea’s ,
by its own Innate and proper Faculty | at this
time rather than at any other. - For, nothing
comes to the Mind, from External Objeéts, by
the mediation of the Senfes, befides certain Cor-
poreal Impreffions; and yet neither thofe Im-
preflions, nor the Figures refulting from them,
are fuch as we conceive in the Mind; as®es
(artes
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Cartes hath amply proved in his Dioptricks :
Whenceit follows, that the ldea’s of Motions
and Figures areinnate to the Minds that 1s, that
the Mind hath an effential power to form them :
for, when I {ay that fuch an Idea is in the Mind ,
I intend chat it is not alwaies afually there, bue
Potentially, and the word Faculty will juftific that
manner of {peaking. I add morcover , thatno
Corporecal Image or Species , is ever received
into the Mind 3 and chat pure Inrelle@ion,
as well of a Corporeal, as an Incorporegl thing,
1s made without any Material Species or Image
at all; but, as for Imagination, to that, indeed ,
is required the prefence of fome Corporeal Im-
age, to which the Mind may apply it {elf ; be-
caufe there can be no Imagination but of Cor;
poreal thingss and yet neverthelefle that Coerpo-
real Image doth not enter into the Mind. For in-
ftances the Intelleék or Mind hath no material
Species of that Magnitude, whichit underftands
the Sun tobe of : but comprehends the fame to
be inthe Sun, by itsown proper Virtue or Fa-
cultyyr. e. by Ratiocination.VVhence we may fe-
curely conclude, that the Intelle&, underftand-
ing a thing without a Material Image , mufk it
{clt be immaterial:as on the contrary,the Imagi-
nation confefleth it felf to be Material,becaufe it
is obliged rothe ufe of Marerial Images. Truth
is, the Intelled alfo makes ufe of Images concei-
ved by the Phanfy(and thereforethey are called
Phantafms) yet only as certain Means, or De-
grees, that progreffing through them, icmay at
ﬁ:ngth attain the knowledge of {fome things ,
which
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which it afterward perceives as {equeftred, and
i a manner {ublimed from thofc Phantaims :
But this is that,  which ‘doth fufﬁcicnrl}r aroue
1ts being Immatrerial , becaufe jc carricth it {elf
beyond all Imagesmaterial, and comes to the
Science of {ome things , ‘of which it hath no
Phanca{ms. T 2

And thus you may perceive, thar we do not
owe all our Cognition to our Senfes : And con-
fequently; that toUnderftand and. to Imagine is
not ( asyou would infer ) all'one thing,

Lucretius,

L know not, what fingular Faculty you 98y
ha-a-ﬁ,af'abﬁra&ing your Undcrﬁanding from all
commerce with the Senfes, in irs negotiacion for
knowledge; but {ure I am, that the moft learned
and moft fubtile among the Peripateticks have u-
nanimoufly held, thatall oyur Cognition is made
by the working of our Phanfy 5 and thas the Soul
doth not underfiandy byt by the Speculation of Phan-
tafms. Nays; Pomponatiusand Sir K. Digly ( both
which flew up to an admirable {ublimity in
their Contemplations , concerning the nature
and operations of the Soul ) openly profeffe che
Verity of that Axiome , from their own experi-
ence. So'that unlefle you can give me fome more
pregnant teft'mony, of the Intelleds knowing ,
without theimmediate help of Tmages, pre-ad-
mitted by the Senfes | 'than yetyou have done :
you muft pardon me, if] believe , that in this
point you affe¢t to beparadoxical,

Af;h’.’ﬂ.’f“
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,-_At}mm;ﬁ us,

The Sum of what [ have faid, of this Arou-
ment, is this5 that though the Intelle&t doth
come to underfland Corporeal Natures, by the
mediation of Phantafms: Yet the Notions,which
itframeth it to felf of them , are Different from
thofe Phantafmss and thacit hath the Know-
ledge of {ome things , whereof the Phanfy can
bave no Images. And for Confirmation here-
of, fince you feem to defire it, Ifhall offer you
this one Argument more.

All the particular Knowledges, that man
hath, orcanhave, concerning finite and com-
plear Entities ( except only the Notion of Be-
17g ) are only certain Comparifons or Refpefis be-
tween particular chings: But of Refpeét, there
can be no Image or reprefentation acall , in the
Phanfy: and therefore our Knowledge is with-
out Images,

The truth of the Major propofition is evident
from hence; that ofall the particular Notions
we have (exceptthat of Bedng ) there is no one
which doth belong to fome one of the Ten Pre-
dicaments; all which are {o manifeftly Refpeilive,
that noman doubteth them tobe fo. In particu-
lar, Subftance hath a refpelk to Being 5 Quantity
doth confift in a refpect unto Parisy @ salicy hatih
a refpedt unto thac Suljeit, which is denomina-
tedfromity Adon and Pafion refule from the
Union of Quality and Subflances Relarron denoreth
the refpe& betwixt the Relatwm and Correlatum
#lt & Quando, or Where 8 When, arife from
fubftance
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{ubftance confidered witih the circumftances of
Place and Time 5 Situation is from the refpe& of
Parts,to the wholes Habit is a relpet to the Sub-
ftance wherein it is, as being the propricty , by
which it is well or ill, conveniently or inconve-
niently afieéted , in regard of its own Nature.
Foralmuch, therefore , as all the Ten Predica-;
ments do confift only in diverfity of Refpeéts ,
and that cach one of all the particular Notions
which man is capable of, in this life, doth natu-
rally fall under the comprehenfioa of fome one
of thofe Predicaments: What Confequence can
be more genuine, more manifeft, than this, that
all our Cognition is drawn from Gomparifons
or Rcﬁw{:’ti.

For the Afinor; if you queftion the verity
thereof, pray » exercife yourmind in ferioufly
reviewing all chings that have been derived
fromthe Senfes, andfee if you can find amon
them any fuch thing as what w= call a Refped.
It hath neither Figure, nor Colour, nor Sound,
nor Odour, nor Taft: and fo cannot poffibly be
reprefented to the Senfe, nor Imagination. And,
if you cannot ecither meet with any Image of
Refpedt or frame one in your Imaginations nor
deny thatall the Negotiation of the Intellectis
in and by Refpcéts: T hope, you will have little
caufe lett for your {ufpicton, thar Iaffeé tobe
Paradoxical, in that T afirm, that the Notions
ofthingsin the underftanding ', are extreamly
different from whatfoever is immirted into the
Mind by the mediation ot the Senfes ; rand fo,
that the Intelle@ hath a knowledge of fome
. O things,
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things , whereof the Imagination canhave no
Phantafms.

Lucretius.

But, all this while, you give me no Creterson ,
or certain Rule , by which I may be able to dif-
cern betwixt meer Imagination, and pure In-
telleétion, within my felf; fo as to know when
I' apprehend a thing by my Common Senfe or
Imaginative Faculty alone, and when by my In-
telleét alone , and without the immediate con-
currence of my Imagination. Pray , therefore,
affift your alleaged argument, by prefcribing me

fome fuchinfallible Note of Diftinétion : And
then perhaps, I fhall {ubmit to your opinion,

Athanafius.

In fimple Imagination,the Mind doth alwaies
apply. it felf to the Image of the thing fpeeculated;
and in pure Intebleétion, it quitteth the Image,
and converteth it felf upon it Self- : The former
alt being ftill accompanied with {fome labour
and contention of the Minds the later free,eafie,
and inftantancous. As in this Example.. When I
thinkupon a Triangle,I do not onlyinftantlycon-
ceive it to be a Figure comprehended in three
lines,but I alfo behold thofe three lines,with the
eycof my Mind, asif they were really prefent 3
and thisis that I callImagination. But;when’l
think.of a Chiliogon, or Figure with a\thou{and
Angles; albeit I as well underftandMchat the
fame 1sa Figure confifing a thoufand fides, as I

do



Dialog. 2. Demonflrated bythe Light of Natuye:

do a Triangle to be onc ofonly three fides: Yet
I cannot as well imagine ail thofe thoufand
fides, or behold them diftin@ly and at once
with the eyeof my Mind, asif they were really
prefent; for, though then, becaufe of my cuftom

f alwaies imagining fomthing,I have {ome cer-
tain Figure confuledly reprefented tome 5 yet
thac thar is not the rc‘prcfl;ntatiun of a Chilio-
gon , 1s maniteft from hence, thar it is no whit
different from that, which I fhould reprefent to
my felf,in cafe I thought upona Myriogon,or any
other Figure with-more fides:nor doth 1t help me
atall to the knowing of thofe propricties , by
which a- Chiliogon differs from other Polygon
Figures. And, ifthe quettion be of only a Pen-
tagon, I canunderftand the nature of “that Fi-

gure (asof a Chiliogon ) without the help of

my lmagination; and I can alfo imagine the
fame, by applying the acies of my Mind, -to the
five fides thereof , and to the Area contained in
them: But, here, I plainly perceive, that to ima-
gine thus 5 there is required a certain peculiar
itrife;orContention of my Mind,{uch as I ufz not
in the meer underftanding of that Figure, or any
other Polygons whichnew Contention and Labour
of my Mind doth clearly (hew the Difference
berwixt Imagination and pure Intelleftion: And
this is the beft Note or Charager of Diftin&ion ,
[ can in the prefent think upento give you. But,
i requirech ftrick and profound Meditationto
obferve ity and therefore let me defire veu to
confider what 1 have {aid of this Difference be-

twixt Imagining and Underftanding, to morrow -

O 2 Mor-
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morning, in yourbed , when your Spirits are
clear and aétive, your Faculties vigorous , and
your Mind quiet and {erene. ;

Ifodicaftes.

You fay very wel,Sir,Forsnotwithftanding yon
have argued with fingular fubtility , indetence
of this Diftinction ; yet, untill 2 man {hall ind
his own Experience give lightand Confirmati-
on to your Reafons, the thing will remain invol-
ved in much obf{curiry. ﬁna, therefore, fince
frcqucm and calm Meditation is foneceffary,
to the habituating our Mind to {peculate ab-
ftragredly, without material Phantalms, and ro
know when it doth fo: Lucrctius and I, will take
{fome time, to meditate as {erioufly and pro-
foundly, as we can, upon this Nicery, before we
declare our final determination theruponsand in
the mean time leave it tanquam Problema utrinque
difputatum, asa Problem well difputed on both
fides, but not fully decided by either. And fo, if
you pleafe, you are at liberty to proceed to fome
new Argument of the Souls Immatcrialicy.

Athanafius.
The Second Branch of the Method I propo-

{ed, arifeth (as you may remember ) from that
kind of Operation in the Soul , whereby the In-
telle@; R fisfting uponit felf, doth become its
own Obje&, and fo underftand icfelf , andirs
own Fun&ions, and know it {elf to be an Intel-
le&; or thinking and difcerning Nature.If there-
fore we well confider thefe Reflex Ads of the
Under-
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Underftanding; we can no longer doubrt its be-
ing Immateriggi. Thacthe Intelle¢t dorhithus re-
flect upon its felf, and difcern irs own Entw-
ledge , nceds no other teftimony but that of a
mans owr Experience; it being imposfible for a-
ny perfon living not to know, that he knows
what he knows , as isimplied in that common
Proverb, I ery well know what I know. And, that
this Operation is far above the power of what-
{oever is Material , deriveth its evi'ence from
hences that every Marerial thing or Agent is {o
fia&tly obliged to fome certain place , cicher
permanently or fucceffively , as that it cannot
move toward it {elf; bur if moved atall, is mo-
ved toward fome thing divers from it felf,
Which truly is the Reafon of that Canon Law
in Nature, thart Nithing can aft upon it felf. . For,
however onc and the [ame thing may fomtimes
feem toactuponic felf; yee really ir is only one
parc of that thing aét’s upon another part of the
fame thing: Aswhen one of 2 mans hands
ftriketh againft the other, orthe end of one
finger againft the palm of the hand, bur the end
of the fame finger cannot ftrike upon it felf. And
hence comes it, that the Sightcannor fee it {elf,
nor the Hearing hear it felf; nor the Imagination
perceive that it doth imagine, nor any Corpore-
al Faculty whatever perceive its own Fun&ions.
We know, indeed , when and what we fee, or
hear, or imagine, @c. but that Knowledge is the
fole and proper effe€tof that Power or Facul-
ty within us, which being Superior to all Senfe
and Imagination , and fo cumprchcndingt all

their
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their adtivity inits own, doth perceive them |,
'- their Objects and Operations;judge of them, and
_ refleét upon both thofe judgements, and it felf
that frames them. And the Reafon, why the
Imagination cannot perceive itfelt, or its own
actions, is becanfe the A& of the Phanfy tendeth
only to the Image of the thing imagined, not to
the perception of that Imagesfor,of a Perceprion
there can be no Image, It being then moft cer-
tain , thac the Incelleé doth familiarly reflect
upon it felfyand underftand its own Intellizences
and as certain, that fucha powerdoth tran-
fcend the capacity of any thing infeparably im-
merfed in Matter, and confined to the conditi-
ons of Matter : I cannot fee how it is poflible for
you to avoid or decline the neceffity of the Con-
{equence, Uiz, That the Tntelleét is a Facil: y Imma-
téerral. And here I dare you, Lucretius, orthe
{ubtileft Epicurean in the World » totry the
ﬁrcngth of your Philﬁibphy » upon this Argm
; ment; for to me, I profeffe, it feems not much 1a-
ferior to a Demonftration.

4 Lucrerius,

Why Sir, do you conceive, that what you
affirm of the impoffibility of internal Reflection,

in any but an Immaterial Agent, is of Univerfal
truth ¢

A fir.:ﬂmff us.

Serioufly Tdo, and upon tiie Authority of
that Reafon, T now alleaged, I think it juftifiable
to perfevere in that perfwafion, untill your felf,
or
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or {omne other perfon fhall offer me an Inftance ,
wherein that General pofition doth admit of an
Exception.

Lucretius,

What think you, then, of fundry admirable
altions of fome Brute Animals, which feem to
mmplie Dutrtation, Refolution, Invention, and the
like effcéts of a difcourfive and felf-knowing
Principle within them ? For example, when you
obferve a Dogg in hunting to caft about,trie the
ground, ftand {till, run fomtimes forward, fom-
times turn afide, and then on a {fuddain chanee
hiscourfeand returnback s wiil you norallow
this to arife from a kind of  Examination of the
aftions of his Senfe » And doch not that Exami-
nation importa Refleflion of the difcerning Fa-
culey both upon it felf, and its a&ionof difcern-
mng g

Aﬂmmﬁw.

Alas, Lucretius , this is fo light an Objecion ,
that I cannot but wonder, thart it thould retard
your aficnt to a pofition of fo much weighr, as
that, that no Material thing can aft upon it (elf5 cf-
pecially f{ince :you have read the excellent dif-
courfes of Monfieur Des Cartes,and $ir K, Dzgty s
wherein they have {o clearly folved all the moft
{cemingly rational a&ions of Beafts, by {enfible
motions and corporeal principles. However ,
that you may no longer Ec deluded , in concei-
ving, that the fuddain flopping , turning afide.,
returning, &c. of a Dogg , doth argue this emi-

gent
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nent Refle¢tion of a Faculty upon it {elf, which I
attribute toa Man, as the propriety of his In-
telle&; be plealed to know, rhat the moftit doth
import, is only Reminsfcence in the Dogg, by
reafon of fome new Species in his Phanfy , acci-
denrally intercurrent,and diverting him tromehe
purfuit of that other, which immediately before
poffcfling, and as it were beating upon his Phan-
iy, had engaged him toa different courfe : For,
asoften as the Species that move and affeét his
Scnfe, and fo his Imagination, are changed , fo
often doth he change his courfe and vary his
purfuit. And cerrainly nothing comes nearer to
a manifelt abfurdiry , than to{uppofe, thac a
Dogg can,as it were, fay within himfelf , 1
imagine that I do imagine, or I percesve that I am a
perceiving effence, and the likes whichisan alti-
on of fuch fingular eminence above all what we
obfcrve to proceed from Doggs, or any the moft
docible and cunning Beafts 10 nature, that ic
ought not tobe imputed to any thingbelow an
Immateral and [elf-Coguoftent Betng 5 fuchasthe
Realonable Soul of Man is,

And it was upon this eflential prerogative of
the Huoman Soul, that Des Cartes feemeth ro have
reflcéted, when under the terme Cogreationshe an-
derftood all things tharare doncin us, cum' Coi-
fcientray with knowledge that we do them; fo
as that nor only to undcritand, towil , to 1ma-
gine; buralfoto have the fenfe of a thing, is the
fame as to Cogitate, or Think. ¢ For ({aith he )
“if Larguethus withmy felf,I1{ce, orIwalk;
“therefore I am 3 and underftand this onlv of

* thae
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«¢ that Vifion, or walking , which is performed
-« by the help of my body, then the Conclufion is
¢ not ablolutely certain, becaufe it often hap-
¢ pens that in my fleep, Idream chac I {ce, and
¢walk, when in truth Ido neicther : Bur, if I un-
«¢ derftand it of my Perceprion, or Confcience of

< my {eeing or walking , with reference only to
““my Mind, wl}iu:h alone doth perceive or think,
<¢ that it doth fce or walk 5 chen the Conclufion

¢ jsmoftcerrain , becaufe it is of the nature of

‘¢ my Mind to be Confcious of its own adtions.
Which Defcription of Thinking, I the rather
commgcmorate, becaufe I have ob{crved many to
quarrel atit, as incompetent and fomwhar cx-
travagantnot comprehending the Auchors prin-
cipal Ground , the conftant RefleGionot the
Mind upen its own Operations,

Lucretius,

Sothat I perceive, you wholly exclude all
Animals ( excepr Man 5 from being confcious of
their own a&ions : But with how much reafan 3
I {hall befeech Zfodicaftes here to judge,who can-
not but frequently have remarked the contrary,
nothing being more common , then to {ee a fet-
ting Dog to come creeping and trembling with
fear and thame to his Mafter, when either
through too much fpeed in hunting, or thea-
verfenefle of the wind carrying away the fcent
from him , he hath chanced to {pring the Pas-
tridges, which he oughe to havefet : And on the
other {ide,when he hath made a fair Ser,and the
game is taken , you fhall have him leap and FT
P ult
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fult for joy, and run cenfidently to his Mafter for
his reward. And what can his tear and (hame be
referred unto, bur his being confcious that he
hath committed a faule, and{odeferves tobe
beatenforit 2 or hisexultation in his own cun-
ning, but to his being confcious rhat he hath
done well , and fo ought to be encouraged and
recompenfed with {fome fhare of the Prey ?

Arlrmnﬁm. ‘

I thought I had prevented your recourfe toall
Objections taken from the astions of Brute Ani-
mals, that carry a femblance of Reafon in
them; by remitting you to your remembrance of
what you have read in the fatisfaGory Difcour-
fes of DesCartes, and Sur K. Dighy concerning
them: but {eeing you will not acquiefce in that
reference, let me tell you briefly, that what you
now urge of a Dogs owning his faules , and ex-
ultation in his own skill and cunning , isnot
{ufficient to entitle him to that tranfcendent ca-
pacity of ading with Knowledge, and Reflecti-
on, which I affirm to be the propricty of Mans
informing Principle within him. For, the Dog
having been ufed to bebeaten, as often as he
fl:rings the game; no fooner fee’s the Birds upon
ticir wings, but inftantly the image of the fmart
he hath tormerly {uffered from his Mafter, upon
the like occafion, recurrs to his Phanfy, and af-
fe&eth him with fear: As on the other fide, the
fight of the birds in the Ner, brings afrefhinto
his memory the Image of that pleafute, where-
with his Senfe was affeéted , in eating the heads

of
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of the Partridge, and ftrongly poffiffing his Im-
agination, canfeth that paffion of joy in him,
whichbetrayeth iv felf by his leaping and skip-
ping. For, in the Phan{y of Beafts there is ale
waies a conjunétion of the Image of that parti-
cular good or harm they have formerly received

from {uch or f{uch things, with the Images of

the things themfelves : “whichis, indeed, the
caufe of all rhofe fo much admired cffedts,called
Sympathics and Antipathies , amongft Animals
of different kinds , as I havemore iﬁllrtitu!arl '
declared 10 my Phyfiology, where I treated of the
Manfeftatzonof Occulr Qualities. And this reafon
may {crve o folve what you object, concerning
Beafts being Confcious when they have pleafed,
or difpleafed their Mafters s  without enerenche
ment upon the Prerogative of Man, whereby he
is capable of a&ing with knowledge, andre-
fleGting upon that knmvfedgc, as part and the
principall part of his Effence. But, fince you have
appealed to the judgement of Zfudicafles, T hum-
bly expeét his Verdicét.

Ifodicaftes.

hat many Brute Animals, efpecially fuch as
aremade tame and domeftick , and frequently
converlant with men , are confcious of thejr
faultss daily experience doth teftific: Bur, thar
they are therefore animated with a Soul capable
of kriowing it felf, and its actions, by reflecing
upon it felts feems vo me ro be altogether incon-
fequentsbecaufe, as Athanafius hath explained
the reafon and manner of that particular action
P 2 in
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in them, itdoth import no more than what be-
longs to a meer Senfitive Soul. So that,Lucretzus,
unldfic you can impugne his Argument now
allcadged , for proof of the Immateriality of the
Human intellcét by fome more important Ob-
jection 5 Ifhould be unjuft not to allow it o be:
ftrongly perfwafive,

eAthanafius,

Being free,then, from any impediment of fur-
ther Contradidion to this Argument of the In-
telledt’s being an Immaterial Faculty , from its
Reflex ads; I come now tothe Third fore of its
Operations, which teflific the fame, viz, thofe
wherebywe do not only formto our felves Uniz erfals,or
K niieyfal Notions, bur alfo underfland the reafon of
Buzverfality it felf. |

InUniverfal Notions we are to obferve Two
confiderables 3 ( 1. ) their Abflratltors ( 2, Y their
#:3 .erfaliry: And either of thefe Conditions is a-
lone fufficient to inforce a perfwafion of the Im.-
materiality of that Faculty, the Intelle, which
doth {o apprehend them.

For,asto the Frfl; it being evidently impoffi-
ble, that any Corporeal thing fhould be exem-
pted from all Material conditions, and differen-
ces of fingularity, as Magnitude, Figure,Celour,
Time, Place, &, and unduniably certain, that
the Underflanding hath a power to develt them
of all and evgry one of thofe conditions, and
circumftances,” and to {peculate them in that
abftratted ftate, devoid of all parcicularibs 5 it
followeth of pure neceflity,that the Underftand-

e meg
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ing, which harh this power fo to abltraé them ,
mulk it fclf be exempt from all matter , and of a
Condition more eminent, than to be confined to
material Conditions.

And, as to the Other, viz. their #aiverfalityy
this addeth to their abftraction one admirable
particularity more, which is, that they abftra&
in {uch forr, astoexprefle at the fame time the
very thing, they abftract from. VWhich is nota.
« litcle wonderful ; fince it is not eafie to conceive,
that the {fame thing thould be, and not be,in one
and the fame Notion.. And yet if we (erioufly
refleG upon what we mean, when we {ay thus, !{
Every man hath two bandss we {hall foon perceive, s
that we therein exprefle nothing , whercby one
individual man is di;‘tinguit‘huﬁ from another :
though that very word Every , doth import that

cvery fingle perfon is diftinét from another; fo _
that here is ( as$ir K, Digby moft wittily {aich ) ¥

Particularity tt felf exorefJed 1n Common, Now, this
being impoflible to be done, inany Corporeal !
reprefentation whatfoever, itis a neceflary con- {
fequence, that the Intelle&, which hath this fin- i
guc}ﬂr propriety of thus comprehending and ex- |
prefling Univerfals, is it {elf Incorporeal, N
Now, if you (hould require of me to declare, 2 .
how the Underftanding doth frame to it felf ;s
Univerfals, when there are no fuch thingsin )
MNatures I{ball explain the Manner of that tran- i
fcendent Operation tobe thus, When we Cogi-
tate or think upon Individuals, that have refem-
blance each to others we accommodate one and
the fame Idea to all particulars cumpn:hendé:d
under
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under that one General notion : and fo ufing to
impofe one and the fame name upon all the
things reprefented by that Common Idea , that
name becomes Univerfal, Thus, when we fec
two ftones, and apply our Mind to confider, not
their Nature, but only that they are Two 5 we
form to our felves an Idea of that Number,
which we call aBinary, or Two : And after-
ward, when we {ee two Birds, or two Trees,and
confider not their Nature , but only that they
are twoywe repeat the fame Idea we had before,
which comes therebydto be Univerfal , and we
call this number by the fame Univerfal name.
Afrer the fame manner » when we behold a Fi-
gure comprehended in Three lines, we formin
our Mind a certain Idea thereof , which we call
the Idea of a Triangle 3 and we afrerward al-
waies ufe the fame Iaeﬂi as an Univerfal one, to
reprefent to us all other Figures confifting of
threelines.  Again, when we perceive, that a-
mong Triangles there are fome, which have one
rightangle, and others which have not; we form
in our{clves the Univerfal Idea of a reGtangle
Triangle, which in relation to the formerldea,
as more General , we call a Speczes 1 And that
reGiendeof the' Angle , is the Univer{al Diffe-
sence, by which all'reStangle Trianglesarc di-
{tinguifhed from others. Further , thatin all
fuch Triangles, the Bafis is in‘power equal to the
yowers of the fidess this isa Preprrety comperent
toall fuch; and only to{uch Triangles. "And
laftly, if we fuppofe that fome of thefe Triangles
aremoved, and othersnots this will beinthem

an
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an Uaiverfal Accidene. And after this Manner
doth the Underftanding frame thofe Five Uni-
verfals, Genus, Spectes, Diffevence, Prcpriesy, and
Acerdent: which really are but {o many {everal
Modes, or Manners of our Cogitating,of Thinkings
and having no exiftence in Nature, butonly 1n
Mans ##d evfland:ng, do bear pregnant reftimony
of its being fmmaterial.

Luacretins.

Here you fay , itis undeniably certain, that
the Underftanding hath a powcr to abftrack
things from all conditions of Matter, and all
Particularitics; when for my part, [profefle, 1
can find no fuch power in my {elt. For, after ma-
ny the moft fcrious effayes T could make,l could
rever yet conceivean Univerfal , but there doth
alwaies occur to my Mind fomwhart of Particu-
larity, and that under fome certain Magnitude,
Figure, Colour, and the like adjuncts of Body.
So thatit feems, c¢ither T have not ah Under-
ftanding as A&ive and Comprehenfive, as other
men have : or clfe thofe Unbodied and Uni-
verfal Notionss of ,whichyou and other Phi-
lofophers talke f{o folemnly, ‘are meer
Chimera’s , invented by curions and wanton
Wits , to amufe fuch vulgar heads, as mineé is.

Athanafius,

You cannot be ignorant of that powerin your
felf, as you prc:teni Lucretius. For,though your
Mind is not capable of devefting Objedts of their
particular Magnitude, Figure, Colour ; and the
other concomitants of Matter, altogether , and

ak
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atonce : yet 1t can eafily doe it fucceffvely, or one
after another 5 and thatis {ufficient to arteft and
manifeft , that the Intelleé hach this power of
Abftracting , and forming Univerfals ; asI have
explained.

Lucvetius,

I have read a cerrain book , written by one
Hieronymus Rorarius, alearned Prelate, contein-
ing a collettion of all Arguments commonl
urged to prove , that many Brute Animals have
the ufe of Reafon notonly afwell as}, but ina
greater proportion than Man himfelf hach : and
among the reft He affirmes, that they alfo frame
Univerfals, as in particular the {pecies of Man ,
according to which as often as they feea two-
legged and erett Animal , they takeit tobea
Man, and not a Lion, or Horfe, or the like: And
if fo, what becomes of this Prerogative of the
Human Intelled, you {o much depend upon, for
teftimony of its Incorporicty;

eAthanafias.

If this were'true,yet doubtlefs Brutes can have
no kirowledg of the Univerfality of that Species,
or univerfal Nature of Man, viz. Humanity, as
abftrated from evcry degree of fingulariry. Bur,
we have no reafon to grant the Suppofition; for,
as Brutes doe not. apprehend things abftraGed ,
but concrete, as not Colour , but a body colout-
ed, not a {apour, but a body {apid, &c : {o ought
we to conccive , that there is nothing elfein a
Dog (for inftance) butonly the Memory of fin-

gulars,
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gulars, or of thofe fingle men, whom he hath
{cen, and taken notice of 5 and when he meets a
man , whom he hath not feen afore , his phanfy
inftantly prefents him the image of fome one he
hath {cen afore, and fo he rakes him to be a man.
Nor can you recurr to that vulgar {ubterfuge,
that we are not {o well acquainted with the na-
rure of Beafts, asto underftand whatis done in
the fceret cells of their brains , and afrer what
manner they apprehend objeéts : feeing it is not
difhicult for us, to inferr as much,from their
operations or external altings. For, in cafc they

could afpire to fo much pericétion, asto frame

Univerfal Notions of things, as we doe, and rea-
fon upon them,as wedoesit were not to be doubt-
ed, but it would come into their minds , to en-
quire into the adts of their progenicors, what
tney knew before thems how they might fignify
to others at diftance, what themfelves have
thought and done 3 and how they might devolve
memorials to their pofterity. They would like-
wife attempt to frame Arts ufefull in their
lives, and doe many noble actions ; of which it is
impoffible they fhould have the Ieaft hint or no-
tice. For as much, therefore, as no age can give
us an Example of any fuch ation done by any
Beaft whatever ; we may fafely conclude, that
they have no notion of Univerfals, as, Rorarius
and you from him feem to fuppofe. So that this
prerogative of Mans Underftanding in framing
Univerfals , remains entire and untoucht : and
while it doth fo, Inced not fear the ftability of
what I have founded thercupon, 77z that the.

a Hun.an
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Human Intelle& is Incorporeall .And therefore,
ifyou have no more to objeét againft this my
reafon; I doubt not but Ifodicaftes will give his
vote on my fide.
Idoficaffes.

< I fhould , be grofsly par tial, uﬁbm?ch :
if I did not confefs 5 that you have foiled
your adverfary at this weapon:yetlam fure
Lucretius isfo candid an Antagonift, as to ac-
count it nodifhonour to be overcome by Truth s
and I'prefume He doth contend, only to make
your conqueft the more abfolute.
Atbanafius.

To thefe few Reafons of the Immateriality of
the Human Soul , defumed from the excellency
of her operations, I might here add a multicude
of others , of the {fame extrattion and equivalent
force,asin particular, that of the exiftence of Cor-
poreal naturesin theSoul 5 bythe power of appreben-
fion 5 that of bepdrawing from multitude to unity,ber
apprebenfion of Negations and Privations 3 her con-
tetning of Contrayies without oppofition 5 her capacity
to move, without being moved herfelf's the zncompoffi-
bility of oppafite propofitions in the umder fanding; and
{fundry others : theleaft whereof is of evidence
and vigour fufficient to carrythe caule againit
all thofe Enemies to her Immortality , who
would degrade her from the divine dignity of
her nature, to an equality with the ﬁ:uls of
Beafts, that are but certain’ difpofitions of ‘Mat»
ter; and fo obnoxious to diffolution upon change
of the fame by contrary agents, But, confiderin
that the certainty of truth ought to be eﬁimateg

- rathey
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rather by the weightthan number of teftimoniess
and thac the difcourfesI have already framed
concerning fome of the Soul’s proper operations,
are clear enough to give light to any judicious
and well difpofed perfon, how to infgrr the like
conclufion trom thofe other of her operations »
which I have not infifted upon : I {hall now
withdraw my owneand your thoughts from her
operations, and convert them , for onely a few
minutes upon her Objeifs, thatfo we may exa-
mine whether they be fuch,as that it is poffible
for them to fall under the apprehenfion of any ,
but a faculty fuperior to Materiality.
Concerning the 0fjeés , therefore, of the Un-
derftanding, they are all things in the Univerfe,
and {o not only Corporeal and {enfible natures,
but Incorporeals alfo, and {uch as are many
{pheres above the utmoft capacity of the Senfe.
That Corporeals belong to the Cognifance of the
Intelle&t, I think no man will difpute : and that
this knowledge doth prove it to be incorporeal ,
is manifeft from hence , that it knowes the for-
mal reafon of Body , or Corporiety it felf , and
that it doth confift in exrenfibility : which it
could nomore doe , unlefs it fclf were above
Corporiety,than a man could {ee the amplitude
of the fea if he were immerfed into the bottom
of it, Nay I might hence deduceitto be Inor-
ganical 5 infomuch as it knowes not only corpo-
real organs, but comprehends alfo the very rea-
fonand forme of an Organ. For, fince an Organ
is alwayes fomewhat intermediate betwixt the
Faculry and the Object, or thing for the percep-

Q.2 - tion
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tion of which it was made ; and therefore can-
nota& upon itfelf, or be that thing on which
the Faculljty worketh by an Organ: The Intelleét
could no more be exercifed in knowing an Or-
gan, or the rcafon of it if it felf were an Organ ,
or Faculty Organical, than one Infirument, or
tool of an Arrift can imploy it felf upon another
Inftrument, orferve to thatend, for which j¢
was framed , without the help of the Artift.

Lucrettus,

You {ay here, dthanafius, that no man doubt-
cth of the knowledge of Corporeal Natures, by
the Underftanding 5 when you cannot but re-

member that Pyrrbo and Sextas .Empfffms have -

many Dilciples in the World, who renounce all
Knowledge whatcfover,unleffe it be that of their
own invincible ignorance: And for my own
part, though I fhall not go {o high, asto fay, we
know notning at all; yet fure, [ am, we do not
know the intimate Nature of f{omuch as the
{fmalleft Plant that grows upon the ground, And
if {o, I cannot fee how you will avoid the blame

of begging theQueftion.

Aif.rdmzﬁnf.

How dangerous a Do&rine that of the Seep-
técks is, as to the regulation of our Minds, inall
the A&tionsand Occurences of our lives; by cer-
tain {ctled Judgements in the Underftanding ,
drawn from Philofophical Maxims, and con-
firmed by experience 5 T have profefledly decla-
clared elfe where, and therefore {hall not now

repeat..

- T T re————
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repeat. But, as to your Obje&ion , that we do not
know the sntimate Natures of even Corporeal things 5
I anfwer, that though there be nothing in §he
World, to which the capacity of mans Under-
ftanding is not extenfible, yet thereare {undry
things, whichby reafon of many impediments ,
it doth notadtually know. Bur is this, think you,
to be charged upon a defeét in the Underftand-
ing 5 or upon the obfcurity of the things them-
fclves 2 Do you but find a Caufe, that may re-
veal thefe things, and as it were draw them out
of that obfcurity , wherein they arefo deeply
involved 5 and the Intelle&, I will undertake
fhall foon difcern and know them to the full.
. The Eye doth not perceive what is at the Centre
of the Earth; will you therefore conclude an ab-
{olute incapacity therein, of perceiving what is
there concealed, in cafe there were fome Caufe
found out, which fhould unlock the bowels of
the Earth, and lay open whatever is therein
contain’d?l believe you wil be more advifed;con-
fidering that the drawing of a Curtain betwixt
a vifible Objet and the fight , doth notdiminifh
the power of the fight , but only render the Ob-
je inconfpicuous. However, therefore, our
Reafon be not {o perfpicacious, asto transfix the
Effences of things, and difcern what is the inti-
mate Nature of Objeéts; yetby ratiocinatjon
we advance {o far toward it, asto know, that
befides all thofe qualities, and accidents , which
are obvious to the Senfe, and to the imagination,
there is yet fomwhat.more remaining , which
1s not obvious to either the Senfe , or Imaginati-
o,
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on, And to underftand thusmuch , is enoush to
exalr the Underflandingmany degrees aboveall
Senfe and Imagination 5 and confequently above
all Corporeal Conditions: VWhereunto 1. fhall
add, that there is no Corporeal Faculty , butis
confined to the perception of only fome one cer-
tain Genus of things; asin particular:, the Sight
to Vifibles,' the Hearing to Sounds , @'¢. and
though the Imagination {eems to be extended
to very many Kinds 5 yet all thofe are conrained
under the Claflis of Senfibless and thence it
comes, thatall, Animals, which are endowed
only with Phantaly , arcaddiéted to anly Senfi=
bles , no one affeéting the Knowledgeof an
thing which falleth not under the Senfe, Bucthe
Intelleét aloneisthar, which hath forits Obs
je€s omne werum, and ( as the Schools fpeak ) Ens

t €asy every Being in the Univerfey and there-
tore hath no mixture of marcter, but is wholly
free from ity and Incorporeal. A truth fo clearly
revedled by the Light of Nature, that dnaxage-
vasfaid, and Ariffotle fubfcribed, Effe Intellettum
neceffartodurys o Immiftum , STimedire v, quoniam
intelligit univesfa.

And asfor Incorporeals, that they likewife are
within the Orb of the Intellefts a&ivitys and
do not efcape the apprehenfion of this unbound-
ed and Univerfal Capacity ;3 needs no other
proof, befides that of onr own {ublime {pecula-
tionsiconcerning the Nature of God , of Intelli-
gencesyof Angels;of the Human Soulyandwhat-
everclfe belongs to the Science of Mct?pty-

| icks ,
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ficks ; which tedchetly us Yo abltra& from all
Matterand Quantity.Nor'dorh tHE Underfand.
ing reftin the in veftigation of all fubftances im.
materials but flieth out of T7ifmeiiftus’s Circle &
and. breaks throfigh ‘the battléments of - the
World itito the Extra-muditian s paces o and there
finds the notion of “a certain Being , ~ which be-
longs not tothe Categorie either of Subftances.,
or Accidents, but is independent even upon
God himfclf:and thatis Space;and to this it g1ves
Imaginary Dimenfions, Nay, I préfume it “will
not be accounted paradoxical ‘in me to affirm 5
that Immaterial Objets are moft genuineand
natural to the Underftanding efpecially fince
Des Cartes hath irrefucably demoriftrated ;  that
the Knowledge we have of 'the ‘exiftence of the
Supreme Being, and of ourown Souls, is not only
Proleptical and Innare in the Mind of man , bur
alfo more certain , clear, and diftin&, than the
Knowledge of any Corporcal Nature whatever:
according to that Canion: of Thorm, Againas and
moft of the School-men, N/l yes s qualifcunque
ety 1ntelligi poteft, nifi Deus intelligatur priys How-
ever, this is moft indubitable, that the principal
and moft congenial Motives or citements of the
Soul, arc abftragted Confiderations 5 as hope of
what is to come, DfE[EI'HiEYJ Memory of what is
paft, Virtue, Honou r, and the’ like, which arife
not from material principlesy and have no com-
mgree with Elementary compofitions, Now, if
the Underftanding were not it felf purely Im.
material, it. would be abfolutely impoffible; for
it evér fo much as gof] ufpectymuch leffe to know
i1100 aflured-
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affuredly , that there were any fuch things as
Incorporeals in the Univerfe: The Reafon being
obvious from that rule of Arifferle, juxtim appa-
wens probtbet alienwm. For, asthe eye when dif-
coloured with a yellow humont in the jaundice ,
can {ce no Object, but it appears tinéted with
the fame colour : So could not the Intelleé per-
ceive any other but Corporeal Natures, if it {elf
were not only perfufed wich,but wholly and in-
tirely immerfed into,Corporiety ; fo that of ne-
ceflity it muft be Incorporeal,

Lucretius,

Me thinks now, you might with equal reafon
inferr the quite Contrary,wiz. that the Intelle&
could not have any percéprion of Corporeal Na-
tures, if it felf were not likewife Corporeal 3
there being required fome kind of proportion
and compoffibility betwixe the Faculty percipi-
ent, and the Objet perceprible, as is exemplifi-
ed in each of the Senfes: which is the fole reafon
of their opinion, who contend, thatthe Senfitive
part of the Soul is Material.

Athanafius,

1 dpaﬁriw:ly deny that, Lucretius, For, fince the
Order or Degree of Incorporeal is fuperior to
that of Corporeal 5 thence it follows , thar by
virtue of that irs{u eriority or excellency , 1t
poflefleth all the perfetions of the inferior, and
that in amore eminent manner. - So that as the
degree Animal , being nobler than’ the degree
meerly Vegerablz, doth in a more excellent pro--
portion
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portion and manner , comprehend Vegetation ,
or Nutrition, Accretion, and Generation, which
are the funéions of the Vegetable : In like man-
ner, doth the degree Spiritual or Incorporeal ,
being more noble and perfe& than the meer A-
nimal,and Corporeal ; comprehend cogaition
Corporeal, or Scnfation and Imagination,which
are the funéions proper to the degree Animal.,
And thus you {ee, thac my inference of the In-
telleét's capacity to know Incorporeal cffences :
from its own being a Spiritual Faculey, is genu-
ine and orderly: but yours,of its being Corporcal |
from its capacity to know Corporeals, is falfe i
and prepofterous.

Lucretius.

But may not Ilawfully obje@, that wedo il
| not conceive God, or Angells, or Intelligences, ."1
‘ as Immarerial Subftances 3 whenwe find inour y
‘ {elves, that the mind doth alwaies {peculate the

Divine Effence it felf under {ome Species of a
Body, and thoug h notof a Human Body (which |
yet 1s moft HfuaF) yet of an aereal , or ethereal i
one;, or fomwhat more fine and fubule , if any |

fuch there be ; ok
; Athanafius. 'It, i
| You may make this Obje@ion , there is no J
' doubt 3 but it will not be {ufficient to prevail a-

cainft what I have urged, concerning the In-
‘ telleét’s extenfibility even to God and other In-
telletual  effences, For the underftanding ,
though it make ufe of thofe Phantalins , that
R are
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are proper to the Imagination , as the means ot
degrees, by which it mountethiit felf up to a fub-
limity above all Corporeal {pecies 5 dothyet , by
ratiocination , atlength atrain to that height, as
to be afcertained 5 thar, befide all body of what-
foever thinnefs purity ‘and {ubtility-, there is
moreover a cerrain I){lper{-mincnt {ubftance ,
which hath nothing of Corporiety in it. The
Intclleé@, 1 confefs y doth not pofitivelyor intusts-
vely ( as they fay ) know this Subftance = but,
fince this is its condition, while immerfed ina
body , which dothasit were infe& it with cor-
poreal reprefentations or Phantafms , ‘and
cclipfe its power of Intuition it is abundantly
ﬁ}]‘ﬁlzicnt to our Conclufion , that even in this
mortal body it doth retein and conferve its in-
corporeal nature , that it doth underftand that
fubftance Negatively or Abftrafiively. For , this
inveftigation or fearch after God , and our con-
cluding him (out of the force of contradiétion ,
or by way of Negation) to be Eternal , Infinite,
Omnipotent Omnifcient, Immutable, with all
other perfeétions imaginable effential to his na-
wure 3 doth clearly demonftrate, that though the
Intelle& be obliged to make ufe of Corporeal
images , in order to its knowledge 5 yet itis not
obliged to acquiefce in them, {o as to enquire no
further,but hath fucha liberty and encrgy, as
tht it doth ratiocinate beyond them 5 and con-
clude, that there is fomewhat elfe in" being,
which cannot be reprefented by any Corporeal
Image or {pecies 3 and which though ircannot
underftand whatit is in the fullnefs of its nature,

yet
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yet is it certain that (uch a natuve there ts 5 and
more than that, is not required to juftify my Af-
{ertion.You may remembershow driflorle ando-
ther great Philofophers aflerted the exiftence of
Celeftial Intelligences, Albffratted < Movers , and
Immaterial Sulbffances 5 not that they could fee
them , with the eycof the body, orframeany
Idea'sof themin their Imagination : but that by
profound reafoning, from the magnitude, formes .
{iruation , motion and duration of the Celeftial
bodies, they came to underftand, that in nature
there could not but be fuch Abftracted and Im-
material Movers , which governed and continu-
ally regulated thofe vaft and glorious Orbs , in !
théir Admirable and well ordered Motions. g

Lucretius.,
If what you {ay, were true 3 it would follow , |
that in difeafes of the brain, and fuch as caufe a il
depravation of the Phanfy ; the Intellect, asbe- :
ing more at liberty to exercife its faculty -of pure
t and abftradted intellc&ion , would arife to the 28
I cognition ot Immaterial things with more taci- !
| lity and promptnefs, than at any other time. But [
i we daily {ce 5 that men of difturbed Pl‘aa:}fin:s g 'J'
and alienated minds (as the vulgar phrale is) L
are fo far from underitanding more clearly-and ﬁ'} 3
diftin&ly, thanbefore, thacthey cannot reafon '
atall; and it was not wichout caufe, that fome
Philofophers have held , that a man deprived of
| any one of his fenfes , can not rightly . difcouife
| of thar {enfe, or the objedts belonging to-it.
B Athan,
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Athanafius.

You have no reafon to urge this upon me 3
for, I formerly rejected that crror of the Ater.
rbr:r:"{?, that the Soul is a Forme meerly Afiftent ,
and inits functions alcogether independent upon
the body 5 and what I averr is this, that the {oul
of Man doth truely and intirely informe the bo-
dy, and to that purpofe nacure hath added fen-
fes and Iumgination » as handmaids to attend it
in its operations , and to give it opportunities of
reafoning from what they bring . So thar it
ought not to feem ftrange, that upon the lofs of a
fenle, or perturbation of the Phanfy, men cannot
rcafon-fo exactly as before : and it {ufhceth, that
when the whofe occonomy of mans nature is in
i | H tune and order , his underftanding is capable of
1 reafoning {o as to advance itfelf above the body ,

asfar as is permitred to its hature, and at length

to conclude, that there is fomewhat Incorporcal,
. And now I have recited all the Arguments ,

which I thought moft marerial towards the
| proof of the Soul’s Immortality , drawn from
o confiderations Phyfical, and in particular from
| the fouls operations and Objesis: 1 reforr my felf
tothe Noble Jfodicaftes here , who is pleafed to
affume wpon himfclf the trouble of acting the
part of an Arbiter betwixt us in this di pute,
whether you have been able to diffolve them,

Ifodicafles,

Hma:r unﬁ; Iam, tohave the cafting and deci-
fve voice,, ina matter of ths high and abftrufe

nature
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nature, I am f{ufficiently confcious. But, fince
you are both pleafed to create me judge of this
your Debare, I (hall adventure to give you m
fentiments briefly and clearly upon this laft Ar-
gument of the Soul’s being Immaterial , drawn
from the unboundednefs of the Intelledt , as to
its Obje&t (for; of the reft, I delivered my opini-
on freely, as they were alleaged). Truly, [ judge
it to be as highly convincing , as any of. which
the fubjet is capable. And, for my owne parr, I
derive tomy felt from thence,a full confirmacion
of my beleif 5 that there is nuthing in the world
too vaft for the comprehenfion of” mans under-
ftanding, nothing too {mall for its difcernment :
and whether fuch a divine Capacity be compe-
tent to gny buc an Immaterial Eﬂ}?:-ncc » 15 not
hard to determine. Now , the Intelle&@ being
thus found tobe above all conditions of Martter,
I doubt not but Lucretins will readily allow ,
what you have fo learnedly concluded upon ,
viz, that the Human foul, whofe Faculty 1t is
is above all poflibility of Diflolution , at leaft
from Natural Agents. And therefore 5 Athana-
fius, if you are not already weary with difcour-
fing fo long and ftrictly, be pleafed to proceed to
thofe catoral Confiderations importing the fouls
Immortality, which I remember you promifed ,
in the beginning,

Athanafius,

The aoral Confiderations ufually brought in
defence of the Souls Incorruptibility, are Princi-
pally Three : (1) The #mver(al Confent of Man
kind 3




=

The Immortality of the Human Soul, 3 Dialm

kimd, (-2 ) Pais Tnnate-and Infeparable *‘_?"r?l_u”d‘: of
Immorializy'( 375 The Juftice of God, in vewarding
Good men, afsa’l.-,r,mfﬁm,g evily after ﬂ’mri[r.
(nnu:rnmq the Firft; hD“’bLIL’ there ever
have been;and ftill are among' men, fome diffe-
rences about the ftare of the '-.n:-ul after death's
about the place of its pofthume Manfions and o-
ther circumftances = Yet there ever hath been
and ftilis an Univerfal concurrence among them
in this Tenent, thac it doth furvive the had},
and continue the fame for ever,  Now, asCicere
judicioufly obfervech, Omni iz re Confenfio omni-
um gezkium,Lex Nature patanda e d,1n every thing
the gene rdl CG:nL]'IL' of all \armna is to be ac-
counted the Law of Nature: And n;_on{"equr.ntl-:,r
the Notion of thefSoul’s Inuuortaht} mft be im-
planted, by T‘\.;‘emrL sown hand, in cthe Mind of
cvery man 3 and wnufd dares to deny ir, doth
impugne the very principles of Nature.

Lacyettas.
Your '-1 ’iummrmi were,. that all Nations con-
ipm in the belief of the ‘nmlaLrLr 1al fubfiftence
after death 5 iscontradicied by many good Au-
thors; whe writing of cermin'falv: igc and bar-
barous Natiot 15id nmuud in the New World,
{ay ot thum ; ritar their rudeneffe and ignorance
a—!}‘rpm'c:aLisL-r'n113 icarly to that of Be '1inﬁtrntruy
have not the leaft mmc:-m or conceipt of any
fuch rhing as the Souls being a diftinét fubftance
from the P}OJ\F or that it'isindifielnble.- And, as
| 1ummbu F!u vy affirms the fAme of t u:{."u’z c7,
a wildand Adheittical people of Old Sparn.
Aibanafiusa
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Granting thefe telations to be true, yet if wé
profoundly examine, whérupon their idolatrons
devotion ( and there never ' was any Nation
without fomekind-of Réligion and-"Venerarion
of a Deity ) isgrounded, and Wwhat dark Belicf
lies blended under their ridictilous worfhip, we
{hall foon find, that thofe Indidns have fome ime
plicite belief of the Eternity of ‘their Souls , as
may appear-from hence, " that ‘they affign the
Soul fome certain place of refidence aftet it fe-
paration from the body, and that either beyond
theSea, or beyond great Mountains,or the like.
Again, being obferved,, to ftand in awe of De-
vils, tobe testified wich mightly Spe@r’s and ap-
paritions , and-to be aftonifhed at Magical
tmpoftures: itis evidenr, thatif we diffectall
their perfwalfion to the bortom , we fhall detet
1t to coptain an opinion of the Souls Immortali-
ty. But, though it may be crue, that there are
now , or fermerly have been any fuch Salvage
people; as were wholly deftitute of any the leaft
thought or hint of the Souls fuperviving the fu-
nerals of the body; yer wemay return the (ame
Anf{wer, concerning them, thac is due to thofe !
who fhould object,thar there alwaies have been,
and now are fome particular Perfons of all Na-
tions, with whom the belief of the Souls Immor-
tality can find no entertainment or credic: which
1s, that therefore ir doth' 1ot follow s that the
perfwafion of * its Immortality ought nor to be
reputed Generals and’ that the difient of a few

perfons
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erfons doth not make a General Confent not to
Ee Natural. For, as, though fome men are born
only withone foot , and fome lay violent hands
upon themfelves ; it is not lawful for us thence
to argue , that it 1s not narural to men to
have two feet, orthatthe defire of life is not
natural to all men: So , though fome are
fo unfound and monftrous in their judgement ,
asto perfwade themfelves, that their Souls are
Mortal; yet is not the contrary per{wafion of all

other men, cherefore to be efteemed  Non-
ﬁl’tﬂrﬂ!+

Lucretius,

You cannot be ignorant, that there have been
not only rude and vulgar heads, but even Philo-
fophers, and thofe of {ound judgement too, who
have pofitively denied , and ftrongly impugned
the Immortality of the Soul 5 and among thereft,
my Malter, Epsruras , who hath the reputation
ﬂfyﬂﬂﬂ' of the moft piercing and fublime Wits a-
mong all the Ancicnts: and therefore this pofi-
tion of the Soul’s Incorruptibilityfeems not to be
fo Univer{al,as you prefume.

Athanafius,

But, pray , confiders thefe Poilofophers were
but Men, and fo might crre,in their {olitary con-
ceipts and opinions, as well as the moft rudeand
illiterare among the vulgars as is evident from
hence, that the {ame perfons held many other o-
pintons of things more obvious and familiar ,
which yet are highly abfurd and manifeftly ridi-
! culous.
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culous. And what though Epscuras and fome few

other of the Grecian Scholiarchs afferted the

Mortality of the Soul 5 are there not ten times as
many others, as high in cfteem for Solidity and
Wit, who have with excellent arguments de-
fended the Immortality of it 2

Lucretius.

Let us leave your Affumption, and refleét up-
on the validity of your Inference. Though all
men living thould be perfwaded of the truth of
this opinion, That the Soul is Superiour to death
and corruption 5 yet would it not follow , that
therefore that periwalfion is Nutural and Conge-
azal to our very Effence, as you conclude. For, it
is not impofiible thac an Uaiverfal perfwafion
may be erroncous, cvery man Living being, by
the imperfeétion of his Nature, obnoxious to Er-
ror; and Creero ( deriding the vanity of Aufpices,
which in his time were in great efteem among
all Kings, People,and Nations ) faith, quafi guic-
quam (it tam Valde, quam nihil [apere,vulgare 5 Ts
any thing {o perfeétly common among men, as to
have foolith opinions 2

Athanafias,

Moft evident it is, that there is no better Cri-
terion, or truer and fafer rule, whereby to exa-
minc and confirm the truth of any thing belong-
ing ‘to Men inthe General, than the General
Conlent of Mankind concerning it. For, as when
it is enquired, what belongs to jus 4znimale (vul-
garly called jus Nuturale) we perpend the matttffr

‘ y
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by the obfervation of fuchthings, as are com-
mon to all Animalss Even {o, when we enquire,

-whatis jus Humanawm , or whatby {pecial right

doth belong to Men, as Men, we muft dire& our
judgement, by what isallowed of by all Men.
And doubtlefle this is to be accounted Lex Natg-
re, the Law of Nature, or vex Natare, the voice
of Nature; orelfe thereisnone atall. And, as
toGicero’s fmart faying 3 I confeffe, nothing is
more common with the multitude, than te be
deluded wich falfe opinions : Butthat is only in
things Arbitrary,and fuch whereof Nature hath
implanted no {etled Senfe and Notionin their
Minds. And, in {fuch things, erroneous conceipts
many times fpread themielves abroad, and
diffufe by what fubtle contagion I know not 3 e=
fpecially when they have been firft taken up up-
on prefumptio : of Authority, Antiquicy, Urilicy
ani the like inducements to belief: buc it is ob-
{ervable, chat fuch fallacies , as they bad no
ground.in Nature, fo by degrees, in procefle of
time,they decay infenfibly, and at lengeh come
to be torally oblirerated and forgotren.Of which
fort, was that of the ufcfulnefle of Aufpices, and
other waies of Divination , againft which the
Orator pleaded; all which are long fince laid a-
fide, and laughed at by every one.  But, as for

fuch things, of which Narture her felf hath im-

planted a certain Knowledge inour Minds; it is

not vulgar for men tobe miftaken in them: un-

lefle you will affirm thac this natural Maxim ,

That every Father ought to take care of bis (hildrers

er this; That every man is bound o endeavaur bis own

Prf‘ﬁ’r-
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prefervationy and the like coeffential Notions, are
vulgar miftakes. And of this fort, certainly, is
the opinion of the Soul’s Immortality ; as may be
deduced from hence, that it feems to have been
connate to the firft man ;and confirmed from the
greatantiquity of the opinion of Hell 5 and from
hence » that icis fo far from decaying, by length
of time, that on the contrary it growes every day
more {trong and lively,

Lucyetius,

This Tenent of the Soul”s Immortality which
you averr to be as ancient as Humanicyicfelf,and
implanted by Naturein the Mind of every man,
may have been, for ought we know , the poli-
t1que snvention of the Firft Law-makess : who , ob-
ferving that the punithments denounced upon
capital Delinquents in this life were not fuffici-
ent to deterre them from committing enormitics
deftructive to the common right and fafety of
Societics 5 prudently perfwaded men that cheig
Souls were not obnoxious to diffolution together
with their bodies , but Immortal, and fo capa-
ble of torment, after death, for theirevil deeds s
and of Felicity, by way of reward for their good.
Than which, there could be no more powerfull
confideration to coerce men, who were not fen-
fible of the prefent benefits of Virtue : it being
in all times true, thatfuch audacions Malefa&-
ors, as are not moved by the whole arme’ of the
Civil Magiftrate , will yet tremble at the finger
of Divinity. And this opinion could not but take
fo much the deeper rootin mens breafts, by how

S 2 much
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much the more agrecable it is to that defire and
love of life ,: which is naturall to us all : {o that
being the moft gratefull and corre fpondent to our
nature, the promife of Eternal exiftence in our
better part , found a general belief; and;by com-
mon tradition , came at length to be in 2 manner
naturalized. But, how it is otherwife Natural ,
L profefs, I doe not yet comprehend.

Athanafius,

That this perfwafion of the Soul’s Eternity »
was the invention of the primitive Legislators,
the better to keep men in obedience to their
Lawes ; hath, I confefs, been often {aid, but ne-
ver proved :and what the firft {uppofers thereof
have told us , of the manner of mens be ing con-
vened into common focietics , after they had
long lived abroad in the fields, and upon mutuall
{poyles, rapine and flaughter , after the manner
of wild Beaftssis altogether fabulous and unrea-
{fonable. Whereas, on the contrary, we are able
to prove, by thofe memorials that remain to us,
of the Firft Law-makers we read of in Hiftory;
that they found this Tenent of the Soul’s Immor.
tality fetledand radicated inthehearts of the
people, from the very beginning of Mankind. I
conceive it probable enough, that the wifdom of
thefe Law-makers mighe teach them to make
ufe of this perfwafion, in order totheir mere fa-
cile governing and reftraining the vulgar, other-
wife more prone toall kind of exorbitancy and
violence 5 and it was a picce of eminent pru-
dence.in them fo to doe : Eut I have noreafon, to

allow,




allow s that therefore it is a meer politique
Fiction 3 unlefs you think it lawfull to conclude,
that becaufe an Husbandman doth turn the
ftreams of a river upon his grounds , to make
them the more fruitfull , thercfore the river is

only a Filtion. Again, thoughI concede, that

the belief of Immortality is very conformable
and grazefull to our Nature , whichby inftinét
inclineth us to abhorr Diffolution : yet this con-
formity and gratefullnefs doth not arife to us
from hence, that Immortality is offered tows as
undue by Nature (as Poets report of Chiren the
great Chirurgeon, who refufed Immortality ,
when proffered him by the Gods:and of Pro-
metheus , who exclamed againft Jupiter , for ex-
empting him from death) but , on the contrary,
becaufe it is Natural, and that we have the af-
furance of it engraven on our very effence ;and
therefore ircan be no Fi&ion, as you would
{feem to imagine.

Lucretius,

It is poffible (and experience faith, frequent)
that an Opiniorr may be General, and pofleffe the
minds of all men, for many ages together with-
out difpute 5 which yet at length may be difco-
vered to be falfcand abfurd , and the quite con-
trary {ucceed into the room thereof : as may be
exemplified in that of the Antipodes; and the (ir-
cumvolution of the Earth; both which till of late
years were held wholly unreafonable and Phan-
tafticall. And perhaps this of the Soul’s Eternity
may have the {ame fate,

Dialog, 2. Demonfirated by the Light of Nature, 133
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eAibanafius.

If thercbe any Opinions, which all menat
fome time maintain ; we are to judge of the
Verity or Falfity of them, by this general rule, If
they be confirmed by the judgement ofall ages ;
and that the Mind find it felf “carried and' incli-
ned tothem , by fecrer affent and complacency ,
asto things generally concerning every man a-
liker Theny without doubt, thofe Opinions are
found, natural and congenial to man. Buat, if o-
therwife there be a tacite Relu&tancy in' the
Mind againit' the admiffion of thems and that
their importance or concerimment is not equally
diffufive ro all men : they are falfe arbitrary ,
and fuch as may be embraced, or rejected indiffe-
rently; for of themfelves, they neither promove,
nor impede Mans feliciey (unlefle only by acci-
dent, or as their fpeculation may be pléafant,for
the time ) and it little relateth vo mans happi-
nefle, whether there be Antipodes or not,for we
tn our Hemifphere can live withour commerce
withthem; or whether the Earth, of Sun be
moved fince all the Apparences are the fame,
cither'way. Buz, as for the Opinion of the Soul’s
furviving the body ;' it'is noe mdifferent, whe-
irbe trueor nor : Nor is Man deftirure of ‘2 Na-
tural propenfion vo believe ity when it relateth
to his Supreme and everlalting Feliciey.
Ifadicafes,

From'the Antiquity , Univerfality, and Per-
petuiry of any Opinion , - I think we may fafely
con-
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conclude upon the Verity of ir. From the
Antiquity of it3 becanfe | according to that
Raule, 1dem effe verum, quodeangue primam 3 id a-
dulteringm, quodcunqgue pofteins, thar which is che
moft anticnt, is likely to be the moft true, in re-
{pet of the purity and fincerity of mens Minds
in the Primitve Age of the World,their Under-
ftandings being then more clear & perfpicacious,
and cheir judgements leffe perverted by irregu-
lar Affections and remporal Intereft. From the
#ntverfality, becaufe it {eems inconfiftent with
the Goodneffe of God, to have made e of a Na-
ture fo fubje to crror, as that ANl Mankind
fhould be deluded, From t|
as Czcero worthily notetl
delet dies, Natare 14dicia confirmar, Time def troy-
cth «all thofe fancies, which have no other
ground, butonly human opinions burt it {trength-
neth all thofe judgements, which are founded
upon Truth and pure natural Reafon. And there-
fore, this Notion of the Souls Immortality,being
{o Aucient, asthatit feems to have entered into
the World together with the FirftMan, and
what Platarch ( out of Sophactes Y faith of the An.
tiquity oi}{rh%mus principles,

1€ Perpetusty, becanfe,
Vs Oprnionun commenta

Noz nanc enim, neqs beri funt ifta prodita,
Semper valuere, nec,quardy 1nterinty liquet s

may be moft aptly accommodated thereunto :
and fo #Znrverfal, ‘aschat the apprehenfion of 2
Deity ( without which no man ever lived, for,
as Tully remarketh, aguli; quidem de Diis prava

[entiynt.
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[entiant, omnes tamen efle Vim & Naturam Divinam
arbitrantuy ) feems not to have been more Com-
mon: And laftly fo Perpetual, asthat Time doth
rather confirm, than decay it; I muft judge it, to
be a found and proleptical truth, efpecially
when I refleét alfo upon that other Charaéter
Atbanafrus hath given of the verity and natural-
ncfle of a General Tenent | viz. that the concern-
ment of itys equally diffufive to allmen, And did I
not know, Lucrerius,that your prefent bufinefle is
Contradiéion 5 T {hould a little wonder, how
you could alleage that {o in-confiderable an Ob-
jection, ofithe opinion of the Soul’s Immortality
being a Fiftion of the Fir[t Law-makers, For, you
well underftand from what incredible Authori-
ty that impious Whimf{y was derived , even
from Euripides the Poers who {uborning the Per-
{on of Sifyphus, in his Tragedy, to fpeak {fuch A-
theiftical conceipts, as otherwife he durft not
vent , introduceth him telling this formal tale,
 Thar the life of men in old time, was f{al-
¢ vage and barbarous, like that of Wild Beafts
“ the ftronger, by violence oppreffing the weak-
“ecr, untillat latk , men were neceffitated to de-
“vife certain fevere Laws, for the fupprefling
« of mutual flavghter , and other ads of inju-
“{tice. But, when they found ( after long expe-
“rience ) that all thofe Laws were ineffe@ual
“to the coercing men from enormities and out-
““ rages; becaule they could take hold of only o-
¢ pen and publick offences, and reached nocto
“clofe andfecret ones ¢ There arofe up among
“them a cerrain fubtle and politique Gover-
 pour,




« nour, who invented a mean to provide againft
‘¢ that mifchicf alfo, and te prevent clan-
“deftine and fecret violations of common Right
and Juftice,as well as manifcft and notorious.

“ And that was, by infinvating into the peoples
e hﬂﬂdﬁj

Quod fit perennt vita vigens aliquis Deus,
Qu cernat ifta, &G audiat, atq; tutelligar, &c.

“ that there was an Immortal Power, or Deit
% above them, who took notice of all their moit
‘fccret alions, and defignes, and would moft
{everely punifh all injuftice, in another life ,
¢ which was to {ucceed this , and ro continue c-
“ternally. The like to which is very folemnly
told by Creero, in the perfon of Cotrasin his firlk
Book de Natura Degram 5. and allo by Seneca, in
his {econd Book of Nz ural Queftioxs : But,how
contrary to Reafon, as well as to the authenti-
call Monuments ( both Divine and Human ) of
Ancient times, and the firft foundation of Re-
publicks, or Societiess is too well known,even to
your {elf, Lucretius, toneed my further infifting
thercupon. However, this praifc is due to you,
that you have omitted nothing , that might im-
pugne Athanafius his Argument of the Soul’s E-
ternity, defumed from the Univerfal belief of it
by men of all Nations, and inall Ages,

o r.‘mmﬁus.

Having received not only your Approbation,
Noble Ifodzcaftes, but your Afliftance alfo, in this
1544

my
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my Firft Moral Argument; I need no other o-
ther encouragement to proceed to the Second s
which arifeth from Mais inbreds orvather innate,
and iufeparable eApyetite of Immortality,

For, there is no man who doth not defire to
fubfift Eternally;nay, not thofe very perfons,
who {feem to impugne and difavow that defire ,
by a contrary opinton (as Epreurus and all his
Seitators ) could ever fupprels or extinguifh it
from glowing perpetually in their breaft, not-
withftanding all their pretences of being free
from any {uch expectation : as may be inferred
from hence that they endeavoured to perpetuate
their names and memories to all pUEEr.t}F, by
their Books and opinions, And, therefore, itis
not necdfull for usto confirme this Affercion, by
the Example of Cleombrotus, and the Difciples of
Hegefias, who were fofar tranfported with the
force of Plato’sand His difcourfes of the Souls e-
ternal ffate afrer death, that they could not for-
bear tolay violent hands upon themfelves , that
{o they might fet their impatient foulsat liberey
from the wearifom prifon of Flefh, and emanci-
pate them into that their more proper and de-
lightfull manfion. All we (hall urge, is only this,
that There 1510 man, who thinks biw [elf unconcerned
in Futurity, Witnefs thae general ambition all
men have, to perpetuate their names in the re-
cords of immortal Fame ; fome, by the founding
and inftitution of Common-wealths, Se&s, Soci-
cties, and the prefcription of Lawes for the con-
tinuation of them ; others, by valiane a&s in
warre, even to the lofs of iealth, limbs , and }ifi’i_
itiel
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itlelf 5 others , by erefting pyramids, obeliks,
Tombs, {tatues, and other monuments of their
greatnefs and heroical atcheivements 5 others, by
writing learned and ufefull Books,and even fuch
as import the contempe of polthume Glory and
fame ; othicrs , by begetting of children , adop-
tion of heirs  publick legacies of piety, and the
like : all which are ftrong and lively teftimonics,
that this Appetice of furviving their funcrals, 1s
implanted 1n their Minds , by Nature’s owne
band, and fo impofiible ever to be torally eradi-
cated. Now, {oraimuch as Nature doth infticute
nothing invainsand thar itis unreafonable to
conceive 4 that fhe would infufe into us a conti-
nuall defire of, and providence for, fuch things in
the future, whereot wethall then have no fenfe
it is more than probable, that our fouls fhallaf-
ter death be invefted in that ftate of Immeorrali-
ty , which wefo u11ccﬂ?1m]y afpirc untoy and to
which weare carried by a {ecret and infupprefi-
able tendency. To this purpofe Cicerp, 1n the
firft of his 7ufculans, hath a remarkable faying ,
which I {ball therefore rehcarfe , Nefr4o guomodo
1nb eveat 1n mentibus quafi fecalovum quoddam augu-
rismn, tdque in maximis ingeniis altiffimifque ani-
mis extfist maxime o & apparet facilitm: : quo qui-
dem dempto, quis tam effet amens, qui femper i lato-
vibus (5 pericalts Liverer. &e.

1 -.;ulu.l_r

Lucretius.

This AffeGation of Immortality, I confels, is
very trequent, and almoft General 3yet dothic
not appear to be fo Effential or Nactural, as chat

Tea 1t
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it may not be vain, and fo Narture no waies obli-
ged ro provide for its fatisfa@ion. For, we have
other Appetites | that feem as Uoiverfal , and
confequently as Natural as this 5 which yet im-
port no neceflity of fatisfa&ion , but rather an
impoffibility thereof. For example, who doth
ot defire and wifth perpetuity of youth ,
ftrength, and health ;and to be exempred from
the ftroke of that common cnemy , Death? and
yet ‘tis well knowne to themfelves,that thefe de-
fires are vain, and fuch as Nature hath ordained
an ablolute impoffibility of their fatisfaction.
Wherefore, you cannot argue a neceffity , nay
not a probability of the Soul’s being Immortal,
from her affe&ation of Immortality.

A :fmmzﬁus.

But, pray, obferve the Difparity ; and let the
Inftitution of Nature itfelf be your rule, in dif-
cerning, what Appetite is vain, and what capa-
ble of fatisfaction. Some Appetites there are,
and thofe almoft General too, which yet are not
inferted into us originally by Narure, bue arife
from the prefumption uf[ﬁme profit, or pleafure:
fuch is the defire of being able to flie in the aire
like Birds, which every man hath; for , who
would not carry himfelfe with all poffible expe-
dition to! the place whither he intends to goe? -
yet, becaufe Nature hath nor furnithed man
with wings to that purpofe, it is manifeft, fhe
did not implant that defire in onr Minds, and fo
1snot bound to fatisfy the {fame, Other Appe.
tites there are, which no prejudicate opinion , or

prefumed
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prefumed cogitation , but Nature herfelf hath
created together with us 3 and at the {fame time
ordained means for our attaining to the fruition
of them : fuch is our Appetite of conftant Healch
and Indolency, which as Nacure hath implanted,
{o doth {he endeavour to fatisfy,and would really
{atisty, if it were not for our owne Intemperance
and other Accidents, thar fruftrate thofe her en-
deavours. Now of the Former fort, are thofe
Appetites of wealth, power, eternal youth , ex-
emption from death, and thelike : of the Latter
{ort, isthat of the immortal ftate of the Soul.
For, there being a twofold Immortality , at
which we aime , the one of the Species or Kind ,
the other of the Individual ; and webeing certain
thar Nature hath provided for the fatisfaction of
the Firft, by the Faculty of Generation: wh
{hould we not conclude 5 that fhe hath likewife
provided for the fatisfadtion of the other, by gi-
ving our' Minds, by which weare what weare,
an inexfoluble or incorporeal fubftance »

Lucretius.
But, doe we not all abhorre Death

eAthanafius.
Yes, generally we doc.

Lucretius.
Is that Abhorrence Natural, or net »

ﬂrbaﬂﬂﬁ us.

Suppofc it to be Natural 5 what would you
inferr ? Lucrelius,

_"_‘".'h-—ui’___ - = o=
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Lucretius,

Why then, certainly, Nature hath infticutec
two Aftfe&ions inus 5 the one point blank repug
nant to the othersFor how can it confift with ous
defire and hope of Immortality, that we fhoulc
{o much fear and abhor Death ; which mulk pu
us in pofleflion of it 2

Arﬁ;dﬁ‘aﬁnf.

The fear of Death, Lucretius, and the defire o
Immortality, {eem to berather one and the {am:
natural Affeétion, than two contrary ones 3 for
to defirc Ecernal {ubfiftence 5 is tocovet Immor
rality. But, our fear of Death arifeth only fron
our being more concerned in,or moved by thing:
prefent, than by things to come. Which, indeed
1s the main reafon, why men generally offend
not only in the inordinate love of this life , bui
it moft other things appertaining to the fame.
Thus, meeting with occafions of intemperance,
or incontinence 3 we weigh not the loffe of our
health, abbreviation of life, and other evills
confequent thereupon, becaufe our thoughts
are wholly intent upon the prefent pleafure that
offers it felf to ourfenfe ; So thar, - as chis our
purfuit of fenfual and hurtful pleafures, doth
not hinder the defire of health and long life
from being Natural to us; {o doth not our defire
of perpetuity in thisdife s - hinder our defire of a
better life aftexr this, from being likewife
natural. '

| Lu-
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Lucvetius,

The Induion you have here made 5 feems to
prove no more than this, that men generally
affe&t pofthume Fame, or Glory; which may in-
deed be accounted a kind of life in death ;- ac.
cording to that of ovid, |

Ore legar populis perqs omnia [ecala fama,
St qusd habent Veri Vatum prefagia, vivam.

But, this is far from amounting toareal Im-
mortality,

Athanafias,

Itis enough 5 if my Induétion declare, in the
General, thar in this life, we have a prefenfion
of {fome certain future ftate after death,in which
we {hall have fome {enfe of what wehave been
in this life, and thar accompanied wich pleafure
or pain. For, as Hunger is an Appetite ; notof
this or thavparticular difh of mear , but only of
meat in the General; fo though our opinion de-
termine that general appetite to {ome one partis
cular difh betore all others, which yecmay be in
it {elf leffe gratefulland wholfom; ‘yet tha is e-
vidence enough that we have an appetite to
meat in the general, and that our affecting a de-
ceiptful dith , doth not exclude our capaciry of
affecting a wholfome and more nutritive difh. In
like manner,it is apparent; we have an Appetite
of Immortality in the General , or without de-
termination to this or that particular ftate ('.1::-_1‘-

; conal~
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condition therein. +And though the mind per-
chance may pitchupon Immortal Fame, asthe
moft grateful means to fatisfie that appetite ,
which in it felf is a meer vanity and deceiptful .
yet that is fufficient to teftifie , that we havera-
dicated in onr Mind an Appetite of Immortalicy
inthe General,and fuch aone as is true and ger-
mane. Whence, that you may not urge the ex-
amples of Epicarus and others, who believing the
Souls of men tobe Mortal , did yet long labour
in compofing Books, that might commend them
to pofterity after their death s Ifay, that thefe
men did indireétly , and upon confequence give
teftimony of the true Immortality , in regard
they were carried on, by the fecret impulfe of
nature, to affe& that vain and falfe one of Glo-
ry or Renown. For, Nature hath not implanted
in us any defire of things vain ; but it is our own
folly and indifcretion , which permitting our
mind to be too deeply infe&ted with things of
this life, averteth our ftudies and endeavours
from the true and genuine fcope of nature,
to erroneous hopes , and  delufive ex~
c&ations, - And now ; T hope, you havenot
much letc ro {ay againit this Argumentof the
Souls Immortality, from our Appetite thercof.

Ifodicaftes.

_ Whether . Lucyetius be convinced of the force
of this Realon, ot not; itappears by his filence ,
that he intends no longer to oppofc it , butis

willing you fhould think you have made him
your



your Ernmlyte, and f{o proceed to your laft Moral
confideration that remains.

Athanafius,

That may be defumed from the Neceffty of
Divine Juffices for, as certain as God is , 1o cer-
tain is it, that He is juft : and fince it doth evi-
dently confift with the method of Gods juftice
that 1t {hould be well with Good men, and ill
with evil menyand we do not obferve Good and
Evil to be accordingly diftribured in this life,bue
rather the contrary 5 Good men generally being
even overwhelmed wich afliCtions ; and wicked
men as generally fwimming 1 pleafures: It fol-
lows, that there muft be another life ; wherein
Virtue is to receive its reward, and Vice irts
punifhment. And, if it were otherwife,the gat=s
'DfPiIL‘[",r' would be fhut up, and thofe of Impm;y
opened; all Religion be fubverted,all honefty de-
firoyed, and all Human Society diffolved.

Lucretius.,

If thisReafon be conclufive,, as to Men , me-
thinks, it {hould be no leffe conclufive concern-
ing Bealts alfo. For, why fhould the harmlefle
and patient (heep be worried by the noxious and
bloody Wolf? Or the innocent Dove become a
prey to the greedy Falcon? and no ftate remain
atter death , for the reward of the {ufferings of
the one, and punithment of the cruelty of the o-
ther 2 How can this confift, T pray, with the me-

thod of Divine Juftice : All Animals being the -

Creatures of God, as well asMens and (for
V ought
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“ought. we know -} 23 much 'the {ubjééts of his

" defires tobe happy inthat ftate,. and -feems

The Fmmortality of the Human Soul, Dialog, 2

Providenceand Juftice,

A rﬁmmﬁus.

Forafmuch as of all Animals, Men only are
capableof knowing, revering, worfhiping and
lerving Godsit is manifeft; thar Theyare as the
principal care of his Providence; fo the only Ob-
je&k of his Juftice. And though this be fufficient »
yet I fhall add two other Reafonsof weight and
cvidence enough to exclude the pretence of
Brutes to a concernment in juftice divine. Theone
is,that among men in Societies,there is a mucual
Communion, fuch as cannot be inftituted among
Bealts, in regard they want reafon tounderftand
the benefit of fuch Communion :- And, that by
this commeon compaét, men are obliged to do
good and not harm each to other, living in that
communion 3 but Beafts are not reciprocally ob-
liged by any compact ; and fo are incapable of
doing or fuffering injury ( rightly {o called ) one
fromanother. And, therefore,jthe a&ions of
Men onc towards another 5 belong to the cogni-
zance of Gods {pecial Providence 3 but not the
actions of Beafts, The other is, that it is Natures
own inftitution,that fome Brute Animals thould
be Carnivorous, fome feed upon Herbs , fome
upon fruits, e, and fo fuch as are Carnivorous
muft deftroy othier weaker Animals, or elfe they
cannot {ubfift.. To thefe, if you pleafe; you may
add alfo a third confideration , whichis , that
Man hath{eatiments of a itate after death, and

CON~




convulltar: the fear of the cénerary : But,Bealls
have nofuch thotghts; mo fuch defires, - no {uch
feary (o thae it is no Wonder, that the provident
jultice of God doth difiribute Rewards and
Punithments to Mer; ‘and 'to no other of* his
Creatuécs; |

Lyucyetius,

As to this laft Confideration; is it pot poffis
ble, that Men , cafting about for various-devices
aind imagiffations  to palliaté and . fweeren the
fowtencflc of their Miftties ; i this life, may
have both itivented this coftifortable opinion
o faftate of future Immorealicy; and introduced
the {uppofition of chis provident juftice of God,
relating only to'mens a%ions, on purpofe to fup-
port it v whien'other Animals, being deftituee of
the like ufe of reafon, could have no fuch
conceipt ¢

Athanafius.

Impoflible; becaufe the opinion of* Tmmorta.
ligy was before any fenfe of Mifcry , and elder
than all Memory 5 and as it caine into mens
minds, at firt ; upon more weighty confiderati-
onsythan any teripéral concetinillic: {o muftic
havelbten,  as foon'as dicre were mén to enter.
tain it. Wherefore, as it is true s that men wha
lives in mifery ' do more frequently fix their
thoughts upon lﬁlmorr‘aiiw, than thiofe who live
1n happineflesSois i eqtially’ ¢tue, thac ot onl
miferable; but many of tie moft profperous aud
Hourifhing perfonsin the World , doneverthe-

N3 lefs
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lefle contemn the delights and pleafures of this
tranfitory and umbracil life,* and account it the
only {atisfactory and comfortable entertainment
of their thoughrs,to be conftantly meditating up-
on that ftate of Immortality, which fhall receive
them, when all the pageant pleafuresof the pre-
{ent life fhall be«vanifhed away and come to
not hing.

Lucretius,

But, is not Virtue, onone fide , a fufficient re-
compence toit felf > and Vice, on the other , a
fufficient punithment toit felf? and fuch, than
which no Executioner can infli@ a'more grie-
vous and horrid » VWhat nced, therefore , of any
fuch ftate to come, untill which the reward of
Virtue, and punifbment of Vice , 1s imagined to
be deferred >

.xfhimmzﬁns.

That virtue. is not a fufficient recompence to
itlelf, may be naturally colle@ed from hence
thatall virtuous perfons have an eye of Affectie
on conftantly levelled at fomewhat beyond ir.
For, though the Stoicks affeéted this high-firaind
expreffion of the exceeding amiablenefs of vir-
tue 5 yet could they never perfwade themfelves,
orothers, but that Glory and Honour, at leaft ,’
were lookt upon, asthe Confequents of Virtue :
nor can it be affirmed, that Glory doth alwayes
feck out and court virtue , of its owne accord s
forasmuch as really thofe perfons were ever the
moft covetuous of Glory, who have pretended
the
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the moft ro decline and avoid it, Yea, the moft
Heroical among the Ancients {ecm to have pro-
pofed Glory , and nor barely Virtueitfelf, as the
guerdon of their moft difficult enterprifes and
archeivemens 3 which Cicero fully expreffech
(pro Milone) in thefe clegant words : Ex omnzbus
premiis irialis, amplifimum eft premium Gloria
que vite brevitatem pofteriratis memoria confolatur 5
& (pro Arch.) nullam ivtus aliam mercedem late-
rum , periculorumque defidera:, preter hanc Laudis
(7 Glorie s qua detratla , qaid d{} 12 hoctam exiguo
ite curricule, @ tam brevi, quod tant:s nos 1i labo-
ribus exerceamus » 1add , thac according to this
drie and uncomfortable lcffon of the Stoicks, a
Prince would be unjuft ro expeé honour from his
fubjeés,for his prudent and happy government 5
a fouldicr unreafonable , in hopisg for any re-
compence for his valour and wounds 5 an Artift
worthy of blame ih demanding a valuable price
for an excellent piece of work 5a Phyfician un-
confcionable, in receiving a fec for a (%me, and
the like : For if virtue, orthe doing of a good
al&ion be a competent reward to its felf 5 it muft
be (as I {ay) manifeft injuftice to require or re-
ceive any other, The fame likewife may be {aid
of Vice. For, noman, that doth an ill acion,
fears only leaft that ill fhould rorment him: but
fears fomthing beyond it , and confequent upon
it, as infamy, imprifonment , torture and death,
And thefe , truly , are more congruous punifh-
ments for vice, than vice itfelf 5 otherwife all
Lawes would be unjuft , that infli€t them. We
may conclude , therefore, that fince virtue doth

frequently]
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trequently want'its due reward, in this life 3 and
vice as frequently goc wichout its ‘due punifh-
meént : it followes, that aftér death 5 chere is' td
{ucceed a certain immortal ftate ; in which both
fhall receive their due.

Lucvetius. 1,
Granting all this tobe neceffary , in réfpect of
Juftice Divine s yet I canfee no neceffity , why
the Rewards of the Virtuous, and Punifhment
of the Vicious, fhould be Eternal. For, no Hu-
man action , though highly good -and commen-
dable, canyet be fo meritorious, asto deferve
an Erternal recompence from God : as , oh the
other fide , noaction, though {uperlatively cri-
minal and deteftable, can yerbe fo bad, as ro rel
quire an everlafting punifhment; becaufe neicher
the one , nor the other is any thing but narural,
tranfitory, and definite , and {o can hold no pro-

portion to what is infinite.

Athanafius, -
Thougha Good adtiort, and fo Virtue and
Honefty , confidered Phyfically , be but a {lender
thing 3 yer, becaufe the worth or Merit of itis'to
be effimated according to the rule of <Morafity 5
iréomes to be of fuch’ exeelleney 5 'as thar tie
Doer thereof; freely and upon elcétion endea-
veuring to compofe and regulate him{elf, by the
befbrules preferibed,and fo-enmobling his dGions *
with diviile perfeion, as' miuch’ as 'the frailey'of'!
his‘natiire will permics may in' jaftice Hope for
areward proportionable 7, e. an- Eminent', and
Divine
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Divine oneyfuch to which the Seulyby itsishe-
rent appetite and tendency s doth ‘continnally
afpire. And this reward cannot be other but
Everlafting 3 becaufe, if it wete only Temporal
and Finite, it could not-deferve ¢lie nanie of a rés
ward, infomuch as the Fear ofbc:ing once, depri-
ved of itagain, thoughafter many myriads of
years, would deftroy che pleafure of enjoying it.
And the like may be faid of the perpetuity of
Punifhments due to vicious perfons fothat there
is no fuch difproportion as you furmife,

And here, ifyou pleafe, let usfer bounds to
our Debate concerning the Immortality of that
noble Eflence, the Human Soul. For having run
over the principal Phyfical Arguments, that arife
from the Operations of the Soul, afwell in Volition,
as Jatelleftion, and alfo from the Nature and #ni-
verfality of her 0/jetls; and added thercunto other
Moral Confiderations, of high importance, in or-
der to the Conviétion of this moft comforrable
and facred Truth, whofe Affertion, in obedicnce
to your yefterdayes commands , I affumed upon
my{elf: I find the clue of all my Notions andCol-
le&ions concerning 'this {ublime {ubje&, now
wholly unravelled. Nor, afrer my{olution of all
your Scruples.and Objections ,dothr any thing re-
main for me longer to exercife your paticnce
withall, but only that I beg of you both your for--
givenefs,in that I have thus long abufed it alrea-
dys and that I render my thanks to you Lucrétins,
for the advantage you were pleaf’d to give me ,
by your moft ingenious and learned Oppofition,
as you {aw occafion,in the procefs of my Dil"cm}r-

: | es
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fes 5 and to you, Zfodscaftes, for your moft impar-
tial and judicious rurning the fcales on the fide
of truth, as often as L ucretius thought,or feemed
to think them equilibrated-betwixt his reafans
and mine,

Ifodicaftes.

If I have been {0 happy, eAthanafius,as to judge
according to truth; Laflure you, it was the clear-
nels of your Reafonings alone, that gave me
light {fo to do: and therefore, inftead of that
Forgivenefs of your exercife of my patience, (as
you call it) which your modefty makesyou ree
quire of me 5 Imuft return you infinite thanks,
tor your fo fully compenfating my patience and
attention with {uch facisfaétion, as greater ought
not to be expeéted, concerning an argument of fo
much abftrufity and difhiculty, as this whercupon
you have difcourfed. And tor Lucretius, 1 chink
it now time for him , to lay afide his difguife of
a Contrary opinion which he puron only to ex-
periment the ftrength of your Allegations ; for
I muft declare, thatin my judgement ( which
yet I doe not rake to be definitive) he hath been
too weak for you, in all the paflages of this con-
teft 5 yet rather from the weaknefs of the Caufe
he undertook , thanfrom any want of {kill in
himfelf to manage it to the utmolfk of its meri.

Lucre‘tus.

We have yet an houngood, before fupper
rime ; and you were both ‘pleafed to devore this
whole Evening to this particular Duverufe-
ment :
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ment: And therefore, if Athanafius be nottired
with {peaking, not you, /fodicaffesy with hearings,
ler me befeech you to continue your places a'lit-
tle longer, while I propofe {ome certain Ob-
jetions, long fince made by Epicuras and fome
ofmy Fellow-Difciples ,again{t the Immorra-
lity of Mans Soul. For, until 4thasajias hath per-
fectly refured them alfosif he thinks to Triumph,
it will be before he hath compleated his
Victory.

Athanafius,

You areapolitick Enemy, Lacretias, it {ceme s
like experienced Generals, you place your clifef
eft ftrengeh in a Referve. But, come, draw up the
remainder of your forces; I doubt not of as gosd
fuccefle in the fecond charge , as I have had in

the firft,

Ifodicafles. :

But, pray, Gentlemen ;- let me’ conjure you
bothsnot to extend your Contraét , beyond eighi
a clocks for, at thachour , T have appointed my
Cook to furnifh us with a fhort repait; - and my
Watch faith, it is almoft feven already,

Lucrettus. .
Leffe than an hour will conclude our quarrel,
I'promife you, Ifodicafies : bur left we lofe time
1n preparatory circum{tances,l immediately ad-
dreffe to the'propofal of my intended Ofjetiions,
which have alwaies hitherto been accounted -of
of moment.
X

The,



154  The Immortality of the Human Soul,

Dialog;:

The Firft is this, that the Soul is generated
grows up to maturity,then again declines,grows
old, and at length wholly dccaies, together with
the body: So that, if that Axiome be true , qauic-
quid natum eft, pofit intevive 5 the Soul being pro-
duced, muft be fubje& to diffolution.

Athanafius.
This Arsument hath two parts ; the one fup-

pofing, that the Soul is senerated : - The other ,
that it erows old and languid , and decaies, as
the body doth; and therefore 1 {hall divide my

Anfwer accordingly. To the Frft part I reply ,
that that Axiome,quicquid natum efts poffit intevire,
is true indeed concerning all things Corporeal
and Compound; but not concerning things /-
corporeal and Simple, {uch as I have already de-
monitrated chie Soul to be : fo that the Produéti-
on of the Soul doth not neceffitate her Diffolu-
bility. That Incorporcal Natures are incapable of
deftruéion, I have formerly deduced from their
want of parts into which they mightbe diffol-
ved: all exfolubility confiting wholly in Partie
bilicy. And , that Simple Natures are likewife
incorruptible, is manifett even from hence , that
the General and Firft Macter , though Corpore-
al and produced from nothing by God atfirt,
doth perfevere the very ihmﬂf%r ever. Sothat
Diffolubility belonging neither to Incorporicty,
nor Simplicity; it is purely confequent » that the
Soul, which s an cflence Incorporeal and Sim-
ple, cannot be obnoxious to Diffolution. And as

co the Predustion of it, though itbe not eafic for
us
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us (efpecially at che firfk thought ) to conceive
how an Incorporeal can be produced , with-
out perfeét creation, from which we havegood
caufe to believe that God long fince defifted; yet
that the Soul is produced , we have the perfwa-
fion of fundry good reafons: As if it were impro-
duét, or eternal & parte anre , it would and mufk
be fo, cither as Coherent by it {elf, and a fub-
ftance fejoyned or fevered trom all other things 3
oras a parc adherent to another , and deduced
from that other, when it is induced into the bo-
dy. Bur, thatitis not a fubftance coharent per fe
& ab eternoy may be inferred from hence , that
there is remaining in us no memory of any fuch
cternal ftate; that che Univerfity of things would
want beginning, and {o could have neither Au-
thor, nor Governour , which is monftrous and
abfurd, as I have demonftrated in my Book a-
gainft Aibesfm 5 that if Men had been from all
Eternity,they muft have been Infinite, and fo
cither there muft have been an infinite multi-
tude of Souls, before all excogitable time, or
the fame numerical Souls mufthave , by tranf-
migration, been infervient to, or informed {uc-
ceiﬁvcl}r,nut only many, but infinite perfons 3
when yetit is repagnant, that there fhould be an
infinite number (left therein (hould be admit-
ted as many Binaries, Denaries, Millenaries
¢’c.asUnities :  and {o fomthing be allowed
more infinite than an infinite, which isabfurd )
And thar our Souls were formetly in other men,
who lived before us, we have no monument, no
record, but thofe Fable s of Pyrbagoras , Em pm;o—
b, cies
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¢lesy and the like, And, thar it 1s not a Particle
defumed from another incorporeal , is demon-
ftrable from hence, that an Incorporeal isunca-
pable of divifion into parts: VWhich reafon is {o
plainand obvious,that I cannot but wonder that
Platoyhaving afferrted God tobe a Mind Divine
and Iicoyporeal , {hould neverchelefle contradic
himfelf in afirming, that Mans Soul was 4 Par-
tzcle taken from the fubftance of God himfelf; or how
iic could imagine the Soul to be Inexfoluble,
which he thought a part of an exfoluble nature.
VVherefore, {ceing the Soul cannot poflibly be
Improduét, either of thefe two waies (and cer-
tainly there can be no other ) it muft of necefiicy
be Produdt , whatfoever the Manner of its Pro-
duétion be. And here I mighe ( as I {uppofe you
expeét I {hould ) take occafion to engulph my
{elf in thar borcomlefle Sea of Difliculties , con-
cerning the Original and Extradu&tion of Mans
Souls  but being digreffive from my prefent
Theme , and fuch whereof Iamnot yet ableto
give any other account, than what you have met
with,inSesner a5, Harvey,and other modern Phy-
{icians, who have more exprefly addiéted them-
fclves toenquire into the mylteries of Genera-
tion 5 I thinkit prudence to wave the opportu-
nity.  Only thus much I may adventure tofay ,
and it is pertinent to my bufinefle in hand, thac
the Produétion of the Soul cannot be from Mat-

tery becaufe fhe is her felf Immaterial 5 nor from

an Incorporeal;by way of defumprtion or partiti-
on, becaule Incorporiety and Divifibility are in-
compatible : So that they are not altogether de-
flitute




ftirure of reafon, who conceive that it is produ-
ced ex Nibilo, and by fuch a Caufe, whofe pow-
cr is immen{c, and fuperior to all the Energy of
of Nature , which muft be God, the Author of
Nature, But, howevcer it is plain, that though it
hath its, beginning and  origine _together with
the body; yet being Incorporeal, it is not capable
of perifhing together with ir, as you would con-
clude. And thus much for the Frifl part of your
Argument.

Asforthe Remainder of it to that Ariffatle
hath long fince provided an An{wer to my hand,
i the fourth Chapter of bis firft Book de .Antma,
which is a Text very appofite , and memorable
( however it either import a Contradiion in
the Author himfelf, or {eem capable of their in-
terpretation, who alleage himasa defendant
of the Mortality of the Soul ) and thereforel
{hall recite it. fnnafii autem Inielleitus videtur,
& [ubftantia quedam effe, nec corvampi 5 nam i cor-
rumperetur quidem , id maxime fieret ab hebetatione
1llay que 17 [eneflute contingit: nuné autem res per-
inde fits ac in 1pfifmet fen(uuminflrumentis, Si emm
Senex oculum juUentlem veciperer , non [ecus
ac ipfe juvenis Lideret,  Unde &G [enellus mom ex eo
efty quod quidquam paffa, dnima fits [ed quod fimile
alequid, ac 1n ebrtetate morbifque eveniat: iplaque
intelligends & contemplandi [unilio propier aliquid
altud 1nteriys corruptum marcefcit, cum ipfum in-
teram, cujus eft 5 paffionis expers mameat. . VWhich
words confidered, we have good reafon to
affirm, that all that change, which the  &picure-
sz would have to be in the Rational Soul , ?f
Mind,
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Mind, during the growth of the body in youth,
and decay of 1t in old age;doth not proceed from
any mutation in the Svul it fclf , but infome o-
ther interior thing diftiné from it, as the Imagi-
nation, or Organ of the Common Senfe, the
Brain, which being well or illaffe@ed, the Soul
it felf fuffereth no whit ar al I, but only the Fun-
&ions of it flourifh or decay accordingly, For,
fince the Intelle& is enfhrined in the body , for
only thisend , that it might collect the Know-
ledge of things, by the interceffion of the Phan-
fy, into which the images of things are convey-
ed through the Senfes; and that 1n order to its
rcafoning concerning them , it might receive
hints from thofe images , which refiding in the
Phanfy, are therefore (as we have faid ) called
Phantalms: hence is it, that the Soul, in the be-
ginning of its age, or during Childhood, doth
reafon but little, becaufe it hath then but
few images or phantalms in ftore, from which it
might take occafion of compofing difcourfes:but,
in procefle of time , it comes to ratiocinate more
copioufly and perfeétly, as having then both
more,and more clear and ordinate lghanta{'ms :
and laftly in decrepite oldage, it againfallsto
reafon but little and bruktrﬁy, becaufe , by rea-
fon of thedrinefle of the brain, the Pnantafms
are theneither wholly, or for the moft part ob-
literated, and thofe few thatremain, are repre-
fented both obfcurely and perturbedly. So that
(as Ariftor’e faith) if it were poffible to give an
old'man ayoung Eye,and a young Imagination;
his Soul would foon declare;by exquifite 1|;ni{'11r:un€i
an
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and quick reafoning , that it was not the, that
had grown old, but her Organs 5 and thatthe is
capable of no more change from the impairment
of the bodyby old age, than isufually obferved
to arife ( pro tempore) from a fit of drunkenncfe ,
or lome cﬁfcafc of the brain. For,as when the
malignity of the Spirits of Wine is overcome by
flecp, and d(iI{:pcIch by {weats or the violence of
a difcafe poflefling the brain, ot {eat of reafon,
1s abatedsa man doth no longer {uffer a delirium,
but returns to the clear ufe of his reafoning Fa-
culty, as before his head was difordered : So, if
the Brain and Phanfy were youthfully affe€ted
in an old man, the Soul would no longer feemto
doat,but realon as perfectly as ever before in the
vigour and flourifhing ftate of youth. From
whence ic is evident , that whatever of change
men have thought to be in the Soul, by reafon of
that great decay generally atcending old age ; is
not really in the Soul ; but enly in the Imagina-
tion, and the Organ thereot, which is nor fo
well difpofed, as in the vigour of life. And this
might be conveniently. explained by the fimili-
tude of 2 Scribe , who cannot writefo fmooth
and fine a hand, with an old and blunted pen; as
with anew and tharp one : Bue the thing is of i
{elf too clear, to need the illuftration of ~ompa-
rifons. And this may fuffice to diffolve your
mighty Argument obje&cd.

Lucretius,

My SECOND Argument is defumed from
hence, thar the Soul is not only diftempered and

mif-
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mifaffeGed with difeafes of her owne, but infed-
ed and touch’t alfo by thofe of the body : and
what is capable of difeafe or 1}1ifaffr:n{,_“rion, either
protopathically , or f}f[l}pﬁthl{i‘&“y, is doubtlefs
capable of diffolution. - This you may remember,
was long fince utged by Panwrias of Epicaras {e&s
for, Cacero(primo T ufcul.) {peakihgof him § faith 3
alreram autem yarionem affert, mihil ffe quod doleat
quinid egrum efle quoque poffit : quod autem in mor-
bum cadat, id esiam interisurum 5 doleve dutem s Ani-
ML, e go etiam twtérive,

Athanafius.

As for fuch Difeafes of the body , which you
{uppofe extend to the difcompofure of the Soul ,
by way of fympathy 3 as particulary the Phrenfy,
Madnefle, Hypochondriacall Melancholy , ‘the
Lethargy, Hydrophobia, and othei's which work
upon the brain, and perturb the Animal Facul-
ties = the fame Anfwer will ferve to exempt the
Soul from fuffering any detriment from them ,
which T juft now alleaged againft her decay in
old age. For, though intruth the Mind cannot
exercife its proper funétions ducly and rightly ,
1 fits of Delirium, the Phrenfy,and the likes fior
atall in Lethargies , and Apoplexics :yet this
ought not to be afcribed to any depravation or
change in the {ubftance of'the Mind itfelf, bur
only toan indifpofitionin the Phanfy and Ani-
mal Organs.

And, as for Paffions of Grief, Fear, Remorle
(7¢c. which are reputed the proper Difeafes of
the Mind ; in the firfk place , we may'derive our
Anlwer
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Anfwer concerning them,from the place of e4¥i-
ftorle newly cited. For, he there fubjoyns , Amo-
resy odiumy €7 alta , paffiones effe non intelletliis , [ed
corporis ipfum babewiis ; efle enim forte Intelledum
aliguid drvinum & paffionss expers. By whichs his
meaning is , that the proper Funétion of the In-
telle& , is tounderftand and reafon (though he
was pleafcd to reckon Cogitation: among the
Paffions ) and rhat all Paffions belong rto the
Appetite  cither  Concupifcible or lrafcible,
which is a Corpereal Faculty, For , thougn
Paffion be pofterior to Cognition, and dependent
thereupon 3 fo that it may {eem to be reccived in
the {ubjeét;to which Cognition doth belong, that
is to the Mind : neverthelefs , becaufe the Mind 4
whilerefident in the body; doth make ufe of cor-
porcal I rages pre-admitred into the Imagina-
tion 3 and in the mean while the Phanfy, in ima-
gining what things are, doth co-operate together
with the Mind , and the motion of tl rpore-
al or Senfitive Faculty followetha e per-
ception of objects by the Phanfy; thenee it comes,
that the whole Commotion;or Paffion doth be-
long to the Appetite and Body, the Mind all that
while remain tree and unmoved , after thefame
manner, as a Mafter and fervant tiavelling toge-
ther, thefcrvant carr'es the burden, and the
Mafter goes light and free, and unconcerned in
the weight and trouble thereof. Bur, forafmuch
as we muft admic a certain Appetite properly
competent to the Soul itfclf , viz. the Rational
Appetite (from the name of its acion , vfually
denominated the Will) by which we find out-
Y felves
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felves fecretly inclined ‘and carried towards:
things Honeft and Divine , :and which ought'to
remain in the Soul even after death; fince it mufk:
then be fenfible either of pleafure in the ftate of
felicity , or of painin the ftate of mifery': there-
fore, I confefs,wecannot deny but there are fome
certain Motions in the Soul itfelf, which in re-
{pett of the analogy they feem: tohold to thofe
of the fenfual or Corporeal Appetite, and that
we cannot otherwife exprefs them , may well
enough be called Paffions, yet thefe are not tobe
conceved toarife from any dilatation, compref=
fion, {olution of continuity , and the like viojent
motions , that might adferr any harme or detri-
ment to the {ubftance of the Soul, Nor, indeed, .
ought this to fecm ftrange or difficult, in a thing
that is Incorporeal ; fince even among Corpore«
als, we ob{erve {fome ; that have a {ubftance un-
alterable, and fo inconfumable, by the moft vio-
lent ' moggens in Nature , as Gold , Amianthus,
and the¥¥Re ; and that e4ftorle makes the fubs
ftance of Heavenly bodies, fuch as thaticcannor
be altered, heatecK or diflolved by the heat of the
Sun,asall {fublunary bodies are,

Lucretius.

What think you then ; «4thanafias § of Drun-
kene[s , wherein both the Rational Faculty is
higﬂﬂy perturbed ; and the Motive as muchen-
fecbled ; neither of which could be 4 if the Soul-
did not fuffer from the violence of the win¢sand
what is capable of {uffering {uch damage from
external caufes, cannot be incapable of torall
diffolution
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diffolution from the fame, in cafetheir force

and alivity become more intenfe, Therefore
the {oul is Mortal,

Mﬁ'bﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁuh

Why,truly, I think this Argument as light and
trivial as your former,and that the fame {olution
will ferve to both. For, it is not the Mind,which
18 overwhelmed with the deluge of Wine,but the
brain and fear or inftrument of the Phanfy,
whofe images being beclonded and confufed E}}v
the fumes or fpirits of the wine, breught thither
by the arteries ; it is impoffible the Mind fhould
make ufe ot them wich that clearnefs and diftin-
ction, as when they were pure and inorder.
And, as forthat general weaknefs, which re-
maines for a while after the drunken fit is over,
in all the members of the body ; this is not to be
referred ro the Mind neither, but to the Motive-
Faculty, whofe inftruments, and principally the
Nerves, are then mifaffected , and in a manner
relaxed, fo as they become indifpofed to the re-
giment of the Mind.

The beft Lutenift in the world, you know,can-
not play a tune upon a Lute " whofe {trings are
relaxed by moifture, or otherwife altered from
their requifite temper :and yet his skill in mu-
fick never a whit che lefs : why then fhould you
conceive, that the foul (hould be able to conferve
the harmony of voluntary motions in the finewes,
mulcles, and members of the body, when the re-
quifite tenour of thofe her inffruments is de-
praved, by the ftupefadtive and relaxing force of

Y 2 the
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the Wine, drank in exceffe? The Members of
the body are fit infiruments to execute the mo-
tions by the Soul impreffed upon them 3 but
when they are furrounded with the malignant
and Narcotical vapours of Wine , and thereby
relaxed or oppreffed 5 they become uncapable of
the Souls mandates and government, till thofe
vapours being again difcuffed, they have recove-
red their natural temper, and due difpoficion :
and yet the Soul itfelf all that while remain
vigorous and ftrong , asin Sobriety ;. contrary
to what this your (E)bje&inn {uppofeth.

Lucretius,

Since you {fo eafily expede your felf fromthe
Objcctions drawn from Difeafes , and Ebriety ;
1 fhall urge you with one,that feems more tough
and knorty, and that is this. As the Body, fo al-
fo the Soul or Mindis capable of being cured or
rectified by the Art of Medicines and if fo, there
mufk be either an addition to, or a detra&ion of
fomwhar from the Soul 5 Phyfick being a De-
traction of what is fuperfluous, and an addition
of what s deficient in mans Nature: And there-
fore the Soul, being capable of additionand de-
tradtion, iscapable likewife of deftruétion.

Athanafius.

Alas, Lacretius , this is fill a branch of the
fame ftocksand toicl may ealily accommodate
an Anfwer , outof what I even now replied ro
yOous .
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your {uppofed {ympathy of the Soul with the
body. in fome Difeales. For, albeit, it be moft
true, that by Hellebor and other Antimelancho-
lical remedies, we Phyficians ufually cure Mad-
nefle, called fxfania, and Amentiay Unfoundnefs
or Diftraction of the Mind: Yet is it as true, that
this Cure is wrought only upon the brain, or
feat of the Imagination, which being purged of
that aduft and blackifh humour,which oppreffed
i, and altered from the diftemper therein cay-
{ed by the noxious and intoxicating qualitics of
that humour; the Mind doth foon return to per-
form all its proper Funétions as regularly and
exaltly, as ar any time before the patient was
invaded with thac diftemper of hisbrain, and
depravaton of his Phanfy.  So that, aswhena
man go’s haulting , becaule one of his {hooes is
higher than the other, we may well enough {ay ,
that man doth haulr, though all the caufe of his
haulung be only the inequality of his (hooes ;
and to make him go right again, there needs no
more, but to moke his thooes equally high : - So,
when a man haults, as it were , in his Reafon, or
fails in the evennefle anddecorum of his Dif-
courfe 5 we may fay, thar man is Unfound or
lame in his Mind,though that unfoundnefle con-
{ift only in his Brain or Imagination, and to re-
ftore him to the right and becomming manage
of his reafon, there needs no more;but to rectity
his Phanfy or Brain, in whofe preternatural di-
{temper alone his madnefle doch confift,
Again , ‘forafmuch asthere are (" as it were
fome
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fome certain difeafes peculiar only to the Mind;
at left in that Meraphorical fenfe,l have already
explained:And that thefe depravities,commonly
called IJz]}afes ﬂf the < Mind s arc L‘apﬂblc of cure
by, that which s truly the Phyfick of the Mind ,
Uiz, Moral Philofophy = Theretore ought we to
conceive, that as the Mind is fubje& to thofe its
Affe&ions, without any the lealtdetriment or
alteration of its fubftance 5 {o alfo may it be cu-
red of them again, without any alteration,ad-
dition, or detradtion {ubftantiali Fory fince the
Difeafes of the Mind- are nothing elfebur cer-
tain Evill or wirious Habrts , ' contrag&ed by cu-
ftom; and thofe Habits are nothing' elfe but cer-
tain Modes or Manners of its [fanding affedled to
fuch or fuch objeéts: Thence comes it, that thofe
Vicious Habits may be fenfibly expelled by the
induion of contrary Habits, thatisof Virtu-
ous ones 5 like as a Crooked ftaffe may be made
ﬁrf:jght , only by bowing it the contrary way.
And though no {imilitude be exadly cobgruous
in this ca[ﬁ, becaufe the Affeétions of Corpore-
al Natures hold no correfpondence with thofe
of Incorporealss Yet I choofe tomakeufe of
this, of the re&ification‘of a crooked ftaff’y be-
caufe the Crookednefle of the ftaff! doth in{fome
fort reprefent the 'Curvity of'a Mind mifaffe&-
edby vicious Habits; and the Rectitude of a
ftaff , equally reprefent that Rightneffeof the
Mind, n-'lhiclfis acknowledged inthie Soveraien-
¢y and Habir of Virtue! And thius you fee’ 5 that’
the Curability of the Mind by tht}}rﬂiﬂ'ip{ﬁ{}f
Mo-
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Morality's doth not importits diffolubility, as
you infer, but rather the Contrary 3 for no Mo-
ral precept canbe applied to, or work upona
Corporcalor Diffolubleeflence.

Lucietius.

From Difeafes and Remediesbeth of Body
and Mind, let us have recourfe to Death ;- and

{ce if from the manner of its Tyranny we cam

rai{e ann ‘Objeétion or 'two againftyouropinion
of the Souls being naturally exempted from the
fame. It is obferved, that Men generally die
Membyatim, limb after limb , death advancing
by fenfible degrees from the extream parts to
the Central anﬁ morec noble: asif the Soul were
not a fubftance intirely collected into it {elf,
or refident in'any one particular place of the
body ( as you feem te conceive Ybur diffufed and
{catter’din fevéral pieces, and fo fubje to diffi-
pation part after part.

Athanafius.

The Solution ‘of this'is far from being difficule,
For, conceiving the foul , as Incorporeal,to be
diffufed thrﬂl‘lgg[‘l the whole body, not by Exten-
fion of bulk, but by Replicationsor (as the Schools
fpcak) by pufition of the fame Entity in each part of
the body; it is cafy to underftand y that the {oul,
when the members grow cold and mortified,
doth then, indeed, inﬁ

yet

antly ceafe to be in them : ¢
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yet is not cut off piece-meal, or diminithed , .and
{o {enfibly or gradually diffipated,as you fuppofcs
but the whole of it remains in {o much of the
body, as yet continues warme , and perfuled by
the vital Heat , untill ceafing longer to animate
the principal feat or throne of its refidence (whe-
ther the Brain , or Heart) it at lengthbid adieu
to the whole, and withdraw iclelt intire and
perfeé. What I here fay , of the Corftitation of
the whole Soul'in the whole bedy, and the whole Soul 17
eVery part of the body | by way of Replicationy or Pa-
[ition of the [ame Enuity in divers places at the [ame
time 515, I confefs , %mwhat obicure, and the
imper{c&ion of our knowledge in the affe@ions
of Immateriall paturcs, will hardly permit us
to illuftrate ici yer, lelt you {hould think it
meerly imaginary and fophifticall, I may affert
the poffibility and reafonablenefs of it, by a
ﬁmilFi)tudc of an intentional [pecies, .or uifible
Image 5 Which all men allow {o to be diffufed
through the whole medium or fpace , as thac it
isat the fame time whole in every part of that
fpace : becaufe in what part foever of the fpace
the eye of the {pe@tatour bepofited , the whole
Image is ftill vifible therein. Now ; if chis man-
ner of total diffufion, without fraction or divi-
fion , be competent to the vifible fpecies, which
is Corporeal , as I have amply proved in my
Phyfiology, where I treated expreily of the na-
ture of Vifion: certainly it muft, with more
reafon , be comperent to the Soul, whichis In-
corporeal. And as for what you obferye, of the

; . gradual
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gradualencroachment of Dcath, and the {enfi-
ble mortification of one limb afteranother, be-
ginning at the fect and other extremities of the
body, and crccpmg aleng to the heart; the rea-
fon thereof is onl y this , that the Vital Heat or
Flame, being almoft cither fuffocated by putre-
faion of the blood (" theonly fewelby which
it is maintained ) in Difeafes, or exhaufted by
old age, goes out, like a Lamp, by degrees ; cea-
{ing firft to enltvenor irradiate the partb that arc
moft remote from the Focus, or Heart , and then
failing in its conferving influence more and
more, ‘untill at length {uffering a roral extndti-
on in the very Heart (as it were in the focker )
it leave thacralfo cold and liveleffe.So that Death
is an extin&ion only of the #ztal Flame 5 not of
the Soul, which as Solomon calls it , s the bright-
ﬁfﬂt’ of the Ea.rﬂ"ﬂﬁmr:f Light, the :frfpﬂ*red meyroUs.
of the power of Gods and If;f Image of bis GJE(!FI"'FH e
and being but one, [be can do ﬂ!é’rbmg and vematn-
ing in ber [elf, [he maketh all things new.

Lucvetius.

There is another Argument of the Soul’s Mor-
tality drawn from hence; that the Soul is as well
a part of the Body, as theEye, Ear, or the other
Senfitive Organs : But thefe are no fooner fepa-
rated from the whole, than they become incapa-

ble of all Senfe ; And therefore the Soul, when
orice {eparate from the Body, muftlikewife be-
comedeftitute of Senfe.

Athanafius.

The Mind or Soul cannot, without greatim-
propricty, be faid to bera part of the Bm.%y,as the
Eyes am{ Ears, and other Organs of Senfe are;

4 mfn-
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infomuch as thefe belong to the Zntegrality of
the Body, and the Soul belongs to the Zuregrality
of the Totum Compofitum , and is the Effence or
Form of Man: And the Soul, indeed , isin them
all, and in all thereft of the Body , bur none of
them isin the Soul.So thac for this reafon alone ,
you ought not to conceive a parity betwixt the
Soul and the Inftruments of fenfe,as to their in-
capacity of Senfation, after their divifion from
the body: being the Soul is the very Principle of
Senfe, and the Organs can have no Senfation
without Her. But, not to infift upon this, Iden
the Soul to be a part , as theinftruments ufﬁfnf)f;
are; becaufe, otherwife than thofe all are, fhe is
Incorporeal,andis to her felf , and hath; both in
her felf, and from her felf,the principle of all her
actions and encrgy, which none of thofe can pre-
tend to. For, {he doth not borrow or derive from
any other principle her power of Underftanding
orReafoning,as theeye doth its Faculty of feeing,
& the Ear its faculty of Hearing:but hath it im-
mediately and folely from her felfs and there-
fore it is no wonder, if the Eye or Ear, once dit-
joyned from the body, can fee, nor hear no long-
er,&'c, but the Soul, when feparated from the
body, can underftand and Reafon of and wichin
her felf.
Lucrettus.,

But, pray Sir; refle&alittle upon this; thae
the Soul and Body are mutually conne&ed and
as it were United by o neer a rclation or Necef=
fitude, as that look how the body, being once de-
ftitute of the foul, can no longer pertorme any

vital Action : fo neither can the foul, when once
dﬂ- .
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departed from the body, and mixt with the Aer?
performe any a&ion viral , or Animal; unlefs
you pleafe to give yourfelf the liberty of imagin-
ing, that the doth then animate that part of Acr,
in which fhe doth rake up her new lodging, and
of that forme her {elf inftruments fit for the exe-
cution of her faculties.
eAthanafius. js
However the Conjunétion of the Soul and 1L
body be very intimate ;and the moft part of vi- |
tal and Animal a&ions belong to the Totum Com- |
pofitum, or whole Compofition : yet from thence b
it doth not follow, that though the body be in- i
capable of any of thofe a&ions, without the Soul; |
therefore the incapacity is reciprocall, and the
foul can doe no actions, without the body ; be-
caufe the foul is the Principle of life and ativi- ,I
ty to the body, but not the contrary. VWhen f
we behold a fouldier fighting with a {word or
other weapon , we cannot juﬁly {ay, that when
he isdeprived of thofe weapons , he can no lon-
er ftrike a blow : becaufe, though his weapons
Ec gone, he hath ftill his armes and hands,
wherewith he can ftrike, when and as often as :
be pleafeth. So, when the Soul is every way | &
provided of Members and Organs, as it were £
with a Panoplie or complete armour, and there-
with performs {everal a&ions, vital, and Ani- ,
mal ; we cannot fay , that if once it deveft it= :
{elf of thatarmour , and become naked , itcan :[
no longer exercife its proper functions of Intel-
! leGtion and Ratiocination 3 becaufe , though the '.5
inftruments, by the mediation whereof fhe | &
doth commonly underftand and rcafon in the
‘ : 73 body, ~
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body , betakenaway , yet ftill the retains her
Faculues. Nor will it be therefore neceffary ,
that when the foulis departed from the body,
and breathed forth into the Aer (asyou, with
the vulgar, {eem to conceive) that aer fhould
be thereby Animated : becaufe it is effential to
it, then to adt, 7. e. to underftand and reafon ,
wichout the mediation of any organs at all ; and
neither in the aer; nor any other body whatever
can the foul either meet with , or create thofe
difpofitions , thatare requifite to vital informa-
tion. This Comparifon, I have here made be-
twixt the Soul and a Souldier, is I confefs incon-
gruous , as to the point of information s yet it
holds with conveniency enough, as to the point
of Operation (and your queltion doth chicfly con-
cerne thar) : the weaponsof thefouldier are as
much dead and ufelefs inftruments , without
the hands, that are tomanage them, as the
members of the body are without the Soul 5and
as thele are Animated by thefoul, {o are thofe
in amanner, Animated by the hands of the Soul-
dicr. And this may be extended alfo to the {o-
lution of that fo famous an Obje&ion of Ari-
feorle (1. de Anim. 8.) where he faith ; Effe quidem
Autmam_[eparabilem, [i aliquam funstionem habeat.,
quam fine corpove exerceat, v. c. Intelleiionem, que
eft ipfins maxime propria, i modo ea queptam Ima-.
ginatzo znon [it , aut (ine Imaginatione fiat : f;ij@
sutem efts eumn 5 qui [pecalatur , [peculavi fimul ali-
quod phantafma; Brgo &c. < The foul is to be
“accounted feparable, ifithath any funétion;,
“which it can exercife without the bedy,
“namcly Intelle¢tion, provided that be not a
@ cPr-
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s¢ certain kind of Imagination , or can be perfor -
“ med without Imagination : but experience
« teftificth, that no man can {peculate, or under-
¢ ftand , without Phantafms 5 and therefore it
¢ js not likely, that the foul 15 a diftin& fubftance
“ and feparable from the body. For, the ground
hereof is falfe , vizthatthere 15 o IntelleBiran, but
whatis either divect Imagination s or done by Imagit-
natfonyas we have formerly proved; and that
with no fparing hand , fo that we need nothere
repeat it. Nor had Lhere remembred this Ar-
gument of Ariffetle , but thac this you now urge
1s very neer of kin thereunto, as toits force and
importance, and fo put me in mind of it afrefh. .
Lucretius.

An Eighth Objeétion may be made from hence;
that the Soul being once expired , the body {oon
corruprs , ftinks , and refolves to duft: Ifay,
expired , or like a vapour cxhaled through the
conduits and pores of the body sand therefore
{o divided into fmall portions or particles,asthat
in that very Egreflion or Expiration, it muft be
wholly comparated to Difperfionsand whatis
capable of fuch difperfion 5 is capable of torall
diffolution.

Athanafins,

You might well , Lucretius, have {pared your-
felfand me the trouble of this impertinent ob-
je&ion; had you thought my Aniwer to your
Fifth , worthy your memory. For, fince you
could not then deny, that the fiul;as Incorpore-
al, is diffufed through the whole body 5 and
therefore may iffue out of it intire and unime

paired,as poffefling no place, and in that refpe,
a3
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as capable of paffing through the folid and com-
paded parts, as tarough the conduits and pores :
why fhould you now refume that grofs concep-
tion, of the Souls expiring from the body, like a
vapour , or exhalation > And, asfor the Putye-
fattion of the Body , after the Soul hath with-
drawn idelf from it (cthough it nothing at all
concern the buifinefs inhand) I'fay, the Caufe
thereof isthe defeé of thar viral Agitation of
the Heart , Blood, and {pirits, by ‘which the
Humours moft prone to purritation,were partly
kept from {ubfiding and fermenting 5 and partly
fo extenuated, as to be difcufled and éxpelled.
Lucretius,

A Nynth from hence 5 that in Lipathymies or
{wooning fits, the vigour of the Soul is fo much
abated and brouglit low, as that it would b= to-
tally diffolved and excinguithed, in cafe the
Caulfes of thofe its Failings or Dejeions , were
yet more violent , as frequently they are, and
then they caufe fudden death,

Athanafius.

Here you' recur to the Sympromes of bodi-
ly Difeafes agains bur I wifh Tcounld as cafily re-
move them from the body, as you fromydefend-
ing the Morrality of the Soul, by any confidera-
tions drawn from them; and cheir moft faral ef-
fects. For, as to Lipothymies , - which according to
the Ecymologie of the word, you call Faslingsof
the Souly they arein truch only Failings ot the
Heart, orvita influencesarifing from the preclu-
f1on or flopping of thefe paffages , - ordained for
the continual tranfmiffion of viral Spirits 3 which

as{ervants, the Soul makes ufe of to Life, Senfe,
and
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and Motion. And; thercfore , refle&ting npon
what I have already faid , it is obvious to con-
ceivesthat the whole Soul being diffufed through
the whole body 5 all the failing in Swooning fits
doth fall, not upon her Self , bur upon the 5&5&
Organs, whaich at thar time are rendred unfic for
the ules and actions,to which they were framed
and accommodated. And, if the Caufes of fuch
Failings fhould chance to be fo violent, as toin-
duce {uddaindeaths then the Soul, indeed,
would and muft wholly depart : yet not by rea-
fon of any diffolution of its fubftance, or exceeds
ing imbecility in it felfsbut onlyfor want of thofe
Dulpofitions in the Organs of life, by which fhe
was enabled to enliven thebody. And here I
could mind you of a certain fort of Lypothy-
mies, that happen in Ecftaffes of {ome Holy men,
when the Soul being tranfported with the fu-
perlative beaury and excellency of Divine Ob-
jedts, inabftracted contemplations, doth fo much
neglect her inferior fun&ions, as tharche body
all that while feems fenfeleflc and livelefle:And
yet this an argument rather of the ftrength
of the Soul , than of any Failing or De-
fection in it felf. I could alfo infift upon this,that
infleep thereis a kind of Defeétion of the influ-
ence of the Soul upon her corporeal Organs, ef-
pecially thofe infervient to Senfe and Motion 3
and yet the Soul is then moft her felf, as Cyrus

long fince obferved, in one of Xenophons Orations,
in thefe molft elegant words 3 Doymsentium Antmi

maxime declarant Divintiatem (uam 3 mul a enim,

cuim vemiffi ac libevi [unt, futura profpiciunt : ex quo

tntelligitur jquales fwguri (int, cum (e plane cqrp:arr's

vinculss s
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usnculis relaxaverint, But the Objeétion, being
otherwife refuted; doth require neither,
Lucreiius,

Experience teacheth, that no man, when dy-
ing, i?ndcth his Soul to departout of hisbody
whole and at once; but rather to fail by degrees
within his breaft,juft as he doth his Senfe,in each
proper Organ: VWhich he would not do 5 in cafe
hus Soul took her flight whole and intire ,  out of
his breaft, as a bird out of a Cages and therefore
1t 1s probable that the Soul,being diffolved at the
inftanc of death , is breached out in difperfed A-
toms together with the Aer expired from the
Lungs.

Athanafius.

You mulk needs be ftreightned for Objetions,
Lucretius , when you fly to uncertain Experi-
ments , and incompetent conceptions of vulgar
heads; and therefore I hope, you cannot much
longer hold out againft cruth. 1fay, to sncertain
experiments; becaute , fince it is impoffible that
any man, in the extream moment of life;where-
in his Soul ceafeth to be either in hisbreaft , or
any other part of hisbody , fhould fay to'the
ftanders by, Now £ am feufible of the egre[fe or flight
of my Soul,and I pcreeive how it departssbecaufe
while heisable to fpeak , or be l’Enﬁblu of any
thing, the Soul is ftill in the body, and at the in-
{tant of its departure,the Speech & all Senfe fail
for cver:The experience you alleage is uncertain
and {o no experienceat all. To incompetent Con-
ffp!fﬂni .::jrr”";,.rf{ gar beads;, becanfe the common peo-
ple,not being able ro underftand the natnre of an
Incorporeal 5 and how poficflipg no place, no bo-

d }F
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dy can hinder its paffage or traje&tion; havea
certain groffe . apprehenfion , thar the Soul
muft iffue one of the breaft, " the fame way thar
the breath doth out of the lungs. And asfor 1ts
Difperfion into Atoms 3 you do ill tofuppofe ic
tobe Corporeal , when you havebeen fo often
beaten from that ftartng hole. Thefe Imperti-
nences are muchbelow {o great a wit, as yours,
Lucretiusy and I (hould very much wonder how
you could fall upon them, but chat I afcribe it to
your prefent humour of Contradiétion , whicl
doth many times tran{port even wifc men them-
felves to grofs extravagancies.

Lucretius.

If the Soul were Immortal , and confcious of
its Immortality, as you have affirmed; certainly
it would not grieve to leave the body , whichis
rather its prﬁ’un, than delightful Maafion 5 but
rather rejoyce to be ferar liberry, and exult, as a
{nake doth to caft berflough , or a ftagg his old
horns.

Athanafius.,

To this I prepared a Solution, when Iproved
the Appetite of Immortality to be Natural o
the Soul, however this prefent life caufe inus a
love of it felf, above thar we ought to have of
our future ftate; juft as the Appetite or love of
Health doth not ceafe to be Natural, bowever
the blandithments of Senfe, and flattering baics
of fome prefent pleafure, that impugnes health s
may create in us a ftronger defire, for the time :
and therefore you might have well omitted here
toargue the Mortality of the Soul , from its re-

luGancy-againft death , and unwillingneflc to
Aa leave
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leave its old companion , the body. However :
without infifting upon this, that many men even
in this life ;- Jong ufed to'a méan and turbulent
ftate or condition, become fo depraved and ab-
jectin their judgement andaffection, asto re-
fufe to change it for a betrer, if they might: To
what I have faid formerly of the Utniverfal de-
f{ire of Immortality ,  I'{hall annex this one both
pertinent and memorable confideration . our of
Cicero (¢n Catone majore) Quid, quod (apientiffimas
quefqs equiffimo antmo morirury (faltiffimus 171 g atffi-
me 2 Nonne nobis videtnr o Animus is, qui plus cey-
naty & longius, videve (e ad meliova proficifes ¢ ille
autem cujus obtufior [it acies, non videre 3 "Equidem
efferor fladio pares vefbros yuos colw & dilexi, wi-
dends, Neque verv eos [olim con'entre aveo, (ed fllos
etiams de quibns andvi 'ty legt , & ipfe conferipfi .
Q.o qurdem me proficifeentems baud [cio quis facile
retraxerit, (5’ tanquam Peliam recoxerit. Quod [
quis Deus mrb:" fm*\g@mr, ut ex hac etate repueraf-
mm:C'J’ 17 cunts v agiamyvalde recufems nec Véro Le-
limy quafi decarfo  [patio® 2 calce ad carceves ree
vocart. * Doth not every wife man die with
¢ extream content and ferenity of mind;and onl
¢Fools with difquiet,impatience,and reluétancy?
“TIs not thar mind to be accounted the moft clear
¢ fighted,which feeth things afar off,and difcerns
€ that it 1s to be eranflaced 1o a berter ftare : and
¢ thatdim and weak,which doth nor look beyond
¢ things prc{];»nr:1 and difeern noching of its furure
¢ conditton > For my part, truly,Tam even tranf-
¢ ported with vehiement longing to behiold again
“the faces of thofe brave men, your Fathers ,
¢ whom,in their lives,I fo much Joved and horo-

¢ red,
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¢red.And not only them, but fome other worthy
¢ perfons alfo,whiofe fame T have heard and read
€ of, and celebrated in my own writings. And; if
1 were {ohappy once, “as tobe on my journey
“toward thole Heroés; 1 kniow none, that fhould
“eafily draw meback again, or retard my fpeed,
> by reftoring my youth, like Pelias. If any of the
¢Gods (hould think to do me a favour,in making
‘me young again, now after I have attained to
¢ this my declining age: I profefs, I would refufe
“the proffer ; nor wouldT, having run overthe
¢ ftage of life, be brought back again to the poft,
“from which I firft fer forth. Hereunto I might
add alfo that patheticall Exclamation of that
Emperour of wifedom , UMarcus Antoninus 3 Ec-
quando futura es; O Antma, bona fimplex, una, niuda,
corpore te ambiente dilucsdior > Ecquando difpofisi=
onem dileSliont et affedtui gemuino deditam degufta-
bis 2 Ecquando futura es plena, vei nullius indiga, ni=
hil defiderans ulterius 5 nihil experens &c. As if He
were angry, and paffionately expoftulating with
his foul, that the ftaid o long in the indigent and
vexatious condition of this lite, and had omitted

opportunitics of tranflaring herfelf into a better, -

ia which fhe would be intirely Herfelf,and injoy
thofe pleafures,that are more genuine and agree-
able to her immortal nature.Bue,{o clear a truth,
as this of the Soulsdefire of an Immortal flatc ,
after death;notwithftanding the unwillingnefs of

fomc abjeé minds (loaden with carthy and bafe

affections’) to fubmit to the firoke of Death,

which alone can tranfport them into that ftate : -

doth need no further teftimonies, or illuftration.

Demonfivated by the Light of Nature; -

Aa 2. Lucretius,
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Lucretius, ,

If the Soul furvive the body , and be Cognof-
cent or Knowing, after death ; doubtlefs it muft
be furnithed with fenfes, that fo fhe may fee,
hear, @e. in order to her knowledge : but, when
once divorced from her Copartnersy the body',
{he neither hath, nor can have Organs for any
fuch ufesatallsand therefore fhe can have no
knowledge,
Athanafius. |

Here againyou touch upon that fooften iré-
je€ted contufion of Krowledgeand Senfation,asif
they were one and the fame thing 5 when from
{undry paffages in my precedent difcourfes, you
might have cafily colle&ed, that the fenfeafcri-
bed to the Soul 5 is neither Hearing; nor feeing ,
nor &'c. but the very power of Uaderftanding, or
Intellection itfelf : which is indeed called many
times [dioduni;] Senfe, in a general acceptation of
the wordsbecaufe Cognition is a Perceprion,and
becaufe it comprenends , in way of Emimzncy -
all the fubordinate {enfes, or Faculties of fenfa-
tion, i. e, by itfelf it knowes Colours,asithe Eycs
founds, as the Eare 5 and fo of the reft. And this
1s the proper prerogative of fuperior Faculics
that befides their owne higher and nobler Fun-
¢ions, they comprehend likewife all the Funéti-
ons of Inferiors, and thar ina tranfecendent and
more excellent manner y as1 have already cx-
plained. But,as for the particular manner of the
Souls Knowledge, afier death ;1 remit you to
Srs Kenelme Diglies {ublime Speculations con-
cerning the condition of a feparate Soul 5 in
ﬁ;l‘lich;*ﬂmugn pcrhaps you ‘tnay not meet with
fuch farisfaction , a; you expect : yet-you will
meet
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meet with more than I'can now give you, with-
out repeating his notions.
Lucrettus.,

Well, ethanafius y you would not have re-
ferred me to' another , but that youare almoft
exhaufted and weatied with {pcaking thus long
yourfelf s and cherefore it becomes me ‘in ciyili-
ty to confider the weaknefs of your Jungs, and
fﬂ;wncfs of your tongue (of both which I re-
member 5 you have many years {ince often com -
plained)and to cafe you of chis penance ‘my cu-
rio{ity put upon you, as{oen as i have propofed
one Obje&ion more, which wifer men than my-
felf have thought nota little difficule to be fol-
ved; and that, in fhort | is this. Confidering the
vaft difparity and (in truth) abfolute incom-
poflibility berwixt the affetions of a Corporeal
and Incorporcal Nature jit {eems unreafonable
to conceive , thatthey can be conjoyned inone
Compofition, fuch as Mau is, if (as you affirme)
his foul be an Immortal fubftance, and his Body
a Mortal. Pray, therefore , make good the poffi-
bility of fuch a Conjuntion : and, if you can,
explain whar is the common cement or Glew
that unites and holds them together 5 and then I
have done oppofing you.
eA banafius.

Y ou very well underftand Epicarus do&rine of
ari Eternal and Incorporeal Inanity s or {pacé
diffufed through the world, and commixed with
all Bodies or Concretions, whichare yet diffolu-
ble:and doe you pretend after this, that you
cannot conceive it reafonable, thar an Incorpo-
real fhould: be conjoynedto:a Corporeal 2 Fut,
up-
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fuppofe you really cannot conceive it réafonable;.
mulft ic therefore be unrealonable, when fo many
and {o eminent Philofophers have underftood ,
and- allowed the reafonablenefs of this Gon-
juné&ion 2 What think you, inthe firft place 5 of
Plato, Arsflotle , and all their{edtators, whouna-
nimoufly held the Anima Maunds, or Univerfal
Soul, and that being diffufed through all parts of
the. Ulniverfe. , it affociateth and .mixeth idlelf
with all things ; and totam sntus agitar melew » .
And then what think you of thofe words of the.
great Heymes , quoted by Laffauntiuss when dif-.
courfing of the Nature of Man , and hew he was
Gr‘r:a:eﬁ by God, he faith : Ac idem ex utraque na-
tarayimmortalt putd, ac mortalisunam bomints natu-
vam texebatyipfum quadamtenus smmortalem, qua-
damtenus mortalem faciens 5-ac euwdem accipiens, in
medio quafi interflitio, beinc divine s smmortalifque;
tlleinc mortalis obnoxieque mutationi nature confli-
tutt, ut in omnia intuens, omnia miraretuy. And thus
Trifmegiftas 5 from .whence it came, thas. Man
was cllcemed as it were the Horizon of the #nie
verfe , in whom -Supreme natures are joyned to
the moft Low, and the Heavenly to the Earthy :
and this with admirable correfpondency, and as
befeems the. perfeétion of the Univer{e;becanfe,
fince there are fome Natures purely Incorpore-
aland Immortal , and others purely Corporeal
and Mortal; that thefe Extremes mighe not be
without a Mean, nothing {eems more congruous,
than that there ihc:uld%e a certain {ort of third .
Natures, fo mixed and compound of both the o~
thers, as to be Incorporeal and Immortal, onone.-
part , and Corporealand Mortal ; on the mhg.
4
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Again, whereas you imagine it abfurd, that na-
tures 10 extremely differenc fhould concur to
conftiture one Compofition ; I befeecli you, Lu-
creitus, are not Heat, and'Cold, white arid black,
as different each from other, as Immortal and
Mortal ? and yet you fee, they are often conjoyn-
€d together,{o as thar a Middle or Tliird nature
dotlr refule from theirunion, asin particular,
warme, from Heat and Cold, and Grey or
browne, from white and black. Nay, there
fee ms fo much the lefs repugnancy betwixt Im-
mortal and Mortal, Incorporcal and Corporcal
natures 3 by how much they are the lefs Diffe-
rent and Incompoflible becaufe they areonly as
it were Difparate among themfelves,and capa-

5 el
ble of conferving a whole nature : but Heat and

Cold , Whitenefs and Blacknefs , are abfolute
Contraries, and cannot confift together, without
reciprocal deftruétion, or maintain a durable
Union, And thus much for the Firft part of your
Demand, viz,the Poffibility of 2 Conjunéion be-
twixt an Incorporeal and a Corporeal Nature.
As for the remainder, viz, what is the Common
Medtum , Cement or Glew , by which two fuch
-different natures are married and united into one
(ompofitam 5 1 Anfwer, that I conceive it to be the
Blood, efpecially the {piritual and mofk elaborarte
or refined part thereof :according to that anci-
ent opinion of Critias,Sentive, maxime proprium effe
Animey arge buc iuelle proptey [anguinis naiuram
commemorated by Ariftorle (though with dif-
fent) 7n the 2 Ch.of bés 1. Book de Anima 3 and with
the teftimony of fundry admirable Experiments,
both revived and affertéd by our perfpicacious
Countriman

“18%
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Contryman, Dr. Harvey, inhis Exercitations con-
cerning the Gemeration of Antmals. For,{ince the
vifible obfervations of the Manner and procefs
of Nature, in the produétion of the Chicken in
and from the Egg , doc aflure that the Blood is
the partof the body, which is firfk generated,
nourifhed, and moved 5 and that the Soul is Exez-
tedand as it were Exnkindled firlt from the blood :
doubtlefs, the blood is that, in which the opera-
tons vegetative and fenfitive do firft manifeft
themfelvess thar , in which the vital Heat, (the
primary and immediate inftrument of the Soul,
cfpeci ally as to Animation)is innate and con-

enial 3 that, which is the Common Fiancalum, or
%xmrznt of the Soul and body ; and that , by the
mediation whereof , asa vehicle, the Soul doth
tran{mic her conferving and invigorating influ-
ence into all parts of the body. Nay, confidering
that the Blood , by pfrpctuai' Circulation, doth
flow (likeariver of Living water) round the
body , penetrating into and irrigating the {ub-
ftance of all the parts, and at the fame time com-
municating to them both Hear and Lifes and
that the Heart is framed for no other end , but
that by perpetual pulfation (together with the
concurrence of the veins and arteries) it may
receive thisblood , and againe propell it into all
the body : [{ay , thefe things duely confidered ,
it can be but 2 Paradex at moft , to affirme,. that
the Soul having its fiirft, and perhaps principal
refidencein the Blood, may very well be concei-
ved to be, in refpe& thercof, Tora 7 toro, and tota
in qualibet parre. And, laftly , concerning the
Manner of this Conjunétion of the Soul aud bo-

dy
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dy, by the Mediation of this viral Ne@ar, the
Blood 5 it is not neceffary, wich the Vulgar, to
imagine , that chey fhoult mutually touch, and
by Liooks take reciprocall hold cach st other,
in order to Cohiefion and conjtant Union 5
for , that is competent only to Corporeals , buc
that Incorporealsfhould be conjoyned e ther onc:
to anotiicrs or to Corporeals, na more is requi-
red butan Zatimate Prefence, which is yet a kind
of Contadt, and {o may ferve in ftead of murial
Apprehienfion and Continency. Sothat this [pec/-
al Manner of Prafence is thar and only thar, by
which ar Incorporeal Entity may bé united to
a Corporeal. And now I have cxplained thole
difficulties conccrning the Conjunéion of the
Souland Body, the one an Incorporcal and Im-
mortal Being, the other Corporcal and Mortal ;
which you feemed to think in-explicable. I ex-
pect you {hould be as good as your promife, no
longer to oppofe me, bur hereafter concurr with
me in opinion, that The Soxlisan Immortal fub-
ftance : and that sts Immortality 15 ot only creditle
&y Fatth, or upon eAuthority Divine; but alfo Demon-
ftrable by Reafon, cr the Light of Nature,

Lucrettus,

You may remember, St : [ told you in the be.
gifining, thar chough I am an Epicurcan, in ma-
ny things concerning Bodies 5 yer,as a Chriftian,
I deteft and ucterly renotince the dodtrine of
that Sect , concerning Mens Souls : and thatI
askt your permiffion to interrupe you fometimes
inyour difcourfes, by incermixing fuch Doubts,
and Objections, as feemed to render the Demon-
{tration of the Souls Immorrality , by mecr Rea-
Bb fon

s
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{on, excecding difficulr, if not altogether impof-
fible s tothis end only , tharl might the more
fully experiment the ftrength of your Arguments
to tn e Contrary. So that notwithiftanding all my
Contradi&tion ,. you ought to believe me ftill as
ftrongly perfwaded of the truth of what you
have afferred 5 as if I had a&ted your part, and
undercaken the affcrrion of the {fame myfelf : my
diffidence being not of the Souls Incorruptibility,
but of the puﬂibili:y of its Demondtration, by
you or any man clfe. And now , though you
have brought, I confefs , moft excellent Argu-
ments to prove it, and both fadsfied all my
Doubts, and folved all my Obje&ions : yer whe-
ther you have fo Domonftrated it, as to exclude
all Dubiofity , and compell affent (whichis the
propriety of perfect Demonftration)in a pure
Nartural Poilofopher, who refufeth ro admit
any other conviétion , but from the Light of Na-
turc 3 I mulft leaveto the judgement of our Ar-
biter , the noble Hodreaftzs , who will not, I am
well affured 5 deliver any but anequitable Cen-
{ure in the Caufe..
" Aihanafias. !

And you may remember too, Lucretius , how
in the beginning I advertifed you of the Unrea-
fonablencls of tuch over-curious Wits, asex-
pe& Mathematicall Demonftrations in Meta-
phyficall Subjects, which are really incapable of
them s and gave you an undeniable Reafon
thereof. So that confidering my timely preven-
tion of your expedtation in that kind ; and your
owne confeffion that 1 have fatisfied all your
Scruples, and folved all your Objections ; I can-

not
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not but wonder at_ your obftinacy in your old
opinion, that it is not poffible to convince a meer
Natural man, of the Souls Immortality, by the
teftimony of pure Reafon. Neverthelefs, [reely
joyn with you, in your Appecal to the verdic
ot Ifodscaftes , than whom certainly no man can
be more judicious, no man more juft.

Ifodicaftes. _

The matter now at laftin difpute berwixt you,
{cems to be this ; whether i1 a Thefis, or Prapaﬁ);fm,
which 15 not capable of being evinced by a Geometrical
Demonfiratzen (as this of the Souls Immortality
{eems not to be) theve can yet be expetted [uch fub-
frantzall and (atesfaftory Reafons  Phyfical or Moral,
or both, as may [uffice tothe full eftablifbment of 1t’s
Trathy1nthe mind of a veafonable man> And there-
fore (thar Imay give you my opinion, in a word)
I {ay 5 chat though in things belonging to the cog-
nizance of a pure Philofopher, every oneought
to feek for the beft affurance 5 of which the na-
ture of that thing, into which he enquireth, will
poffibly admit ;and that the way of Demon-
{tration, More Gecmetrico, is of all others themofk
convincing and {cientificall : yet, {ince many
things not only in Metaphyficks , but even in
Phyficks, are of fo retired and abftrufe a nature,
as not to be brought under the ftri¢t laws and
rules of Geometry ; of which notwithftanding

we may af:qluirc a competent cerritude, by well
examining their Effe&ts and conftant Operations;
ason one {ide , we ought not to require abfolute
Demontftrations , where the Condition, of the
fubject doth exclude them s fo.en the other, we
ought not to deny the force of all other teftimo-

IIES,.
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Djes, that right Reafon offeretin ift évidence of it§
Verity afferted , efpecially when all thac canbe

faid againftit, {hall be found vain and light, in

comparifon of whatis alleaged in defence of it.
This confidered 5 though Athanafies hath not
precifely (according to the rigorous acceptation
of the word) Demonfirated the Immortality of
Mans Soul ; yet forafmuch as He hach. proved it
by good and impottant Reafons, alwell Phyfical
as Moraly {uchas are not much inferiour to ab-
{olute Demonftrations 5 and fuchas by vaft ¢x-
cafles tranfcend the weight of all your oppofite
Allegatiorts, Lucretius truely, I think yen cught
to reft{atisfied ; thatHe hath difchargéd bim-
fclf of his Undertaking to the Full & efpecially
fince it would be avery hard task for you to
maintain, that all the beams of the Light of Na-
ture do concentre only 1n Mathematical Demon-
{trations, and that we can know nothing, which
is not Demonfirable. And now Gentlemen , if
you pleafe , let us be going towards my houfe’,
where I am fure - we were expedted at leaft an
hour agoe, and where Lhall have: leafure to
thank you more {olemnely for the infinite con-
tent I bave received from your Converfation.
Athanafius, L 35N

We are ready to'attend you ,' Noblefk /fods-
caflessand fhall ever be as ready vo acknowleds
toe {ihgular Honour you have dereus, in lofing
this Evening upon perfons fo unable to merit
your attention , as'we have now fhewne our-
felves. '

FINIS.
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