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Hevtfod Letter,

§ IR,

Am favoured with Yours of the 20th /2. wi 1ereby
I I perceive your pleafure js, That I fhould give
you my Sentiments concerning Mrs. Sarah Stout’s
Death, the Trial, &, In anfwer, I am very fenfible
of my own weaknels, and how unfic T am to en-
ter ‘into_a Controverfie, wherein fo many. Doors
have been wortied already : Neverthelefs, in obedience
to yoluir reiterated Commands, though in doing it J
may expole my own Igaorance, I fhall give you my
thoughts concerning the Natural Caufe of Drowning,
Floating of Dead Bodies afterwards, the various Sen-
timents of the Doftors, the manner of her Death, the
Letters produced in Court, her Melancholinefs, why
nomention was made of the Money, and laftly, con-
cerning 'two publick Experiments, whereof one was

made Here, and the other in the River of Thames,
- It is a common Obfervation of moft People, not
ufed to dive; that upon their Plunging themielves tin
‘the Water, whether ‘it be volunrarily or involuntarily
they find a great Confufion of their Spirits; fo thatit
is morally impoffible for them to regulite their Ations
in ‘this Surprize, by the Diates of Reafon; in this

A 2 Con-
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Confternation they lay hold on any thing that comes
in their way, not confidering whether it may contri-
bute to their Sinking or Swiming, '

In this hurry of the Spirits, occafioned partly from:
the noife their fall makes in the Water, and partly
from its running into their Ears, Noftrills, &« The
whole Animal Oeconomy is brought into Diforder;.
in this Confufion it is no ways Suprifing, that Water,
wherein they are immerfed, fhould i_n%inuate it felf
into fome Vacuities, no ways adapted for its reception ;
and it being obvious to all, That no Man doth or can
live without Refpiration, whatever Element foever he
is in; it in the Air, he fucks that in which naturally
flows into the Lungs; if in Warer, what comes into
the Mouth, as lﬂn? as his Senfes continue, he {wallows
that down the Gullet; as long as he doth not Breath,
there is little danger of Drowning; but on the firft
Infpiration, if he'is at the furface of the Water, ’tis.
much if he doth not fwallow down theWind-pipe,with
the Air, fome fmall quantity of Water; but if he is.
totally immerfed in it, ’tis not improbable, that upon
In{piration, a far greater quantity of Water than Air
will enter into the Cavity of the Lungs.. :

In every Expulfion of Air out of the Lungs, the Eps-
glortis is lifted up, if the Mouth at the fame time fhould:
be full of Water, tis impoffible but fome of it will pafs.
down the Wind-pipe, as is obfervable in thofe that ac-
cidentally Laugh while they are a drinking, if a drop-
falls into the Afpera arteria, it will caufe a Coughing,
which isa Convuliive Motion of the Lungs, ¢c. where-
by Nature doth commonly throw up any thing that
doth cafually. fall upon them; by this ftruglng of
Nature, to expel the Water already {lip’d down, the
Epiglottis is lifted up, and inftead of ejeCting the Wa-
ter;

—_—
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ver juft fwallowed, the Mouth being full of it, a-great
deal more forceth it felf down, by its patural gravity,
which gravitates the more, by reafon of the Cylinder
or Cone of the Air, that continually preffeth on its
Superficies ; as foon the Senfes are gone, the Epiglottis
is kept open by the force of the Stream that runs into
the Wind-pipe, till* the Bronchia, and all their Rami-
fications, are filled; as long as the Senfes continue,
‘they fwallow moft of the Water that comes into their
Mouths, into their Stoma hs; but when they are near
fuffocated; the Water runs into thofe Ducts, where it
meets with the leaft refiftance.

So long as Life continues, there is a Convulfive
Strugling of Nature, to expel out of the Lungs all thofe
things that are noxiousto them, efpecially Water,being
never ufed to- be Receptacles for any thing but Arr,
they ufe their utmoft Efforts to eject it by a violent
Contrafing their Lobes nearer together ; 1‘? thefe Ex-
orbitant Contraétions, the Water contained ‘in the Ra-
mifications of the Bronchia, &c. are fometimes forced
in to the Cavity of the Thorax, cither by.dilating the
Pores of the thin: Membrane that invelts the Lungs; as
Quick-Silver is forced by the preffure of: a Hand thro
a picce ofLeather, or by the rupture of their Tunicle,
ot by fome minute Veffels, not yet defcribed by Anato-
mifts. If any Prattitioner in Phyfick, &e. fhall affert,
that Anatomy is brought to a Ne plus ultra, and thatall’
Dufts, through which the Juices of Animals are:
{trained, are detefted. I would defire them to tell me
through what Veflels the Pas in-an Empyema, where
the ‘matter lies on the Midrif; when there is noUlcer

of the Lungs, is expeltorated, or through what pal-
fyges, when tis carried off by Urine, ’tis conveyed into

~the Kidneys, of how - bitter Inje€tions caft- into the.
Tf:am::,
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Thorax, can aflelt the Mouth with its taftes as.the
Oblervations of Phyficians do demonftrate; or let them
read a Treatile of Robert Boyle, Elq; called, New Experi-
ments Phyfico- Mechanical, touching the Spring of the Air;
where, among(t many curious Obfervations about the
Lungs, he aflerts,, That the diligent Wallzus relates,
that “he divers times obferved in. the Diffeitson of Live
Bodies, that the Membrane that invefts the Lungs had
Pores in it as big as the longer fors of Peas. p.
43. . [
: EUatEr is as frequently. found in the Cavity of the
Abdomen as of the Thorax 3 but by what Duts or
Paflages, when there is no vifible Rupture iof - the
Coates of the Stomach 'nor Guts, they are carried
there, I leave it to the Microfcoptical Anatomift to
determine : I conceive it enough for me .at prefent to
tell you, ehiat it is Fatk. -I'am confcious you are not
ignorant, that there are many things that happen in
the Animal @ecenomy, that canpor be proved « Priori;
yet when they are, « Paferioriy. they, are admitted b
the Schools, as undeniable Arguments ; if any are-fg
Sceptical as to deny what is not capable to be proved
a Priori, they would be put to it to prove the Circu-
lation of ‘the Bloed, Motion of the Animal Spirits, or
where or how she Chile is Tranfcolated through; the
Coats of; the Guts, ; e
As foon as the Lungs, Stomach, ¢ are full of
Water, the Body. naturally. finks, and rifes .no .more
till there is a Putrefa@ion in the inward parts, which
i, cold Countries is longer than in herter Regions;
but the fooner; Putrifaion is begun, the. fooner the
Corps; float, whereof no, certain Calculation can be B
made, the time of their rifing' differing, with refpect
to the Region, and in the fame Climates with refpect
ot
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to' the Seafons of the Year; in thefe parts, according
to the common reckoning, they float in Nine or Ten
Days. eITEG 3

‘T he common Caufe afligned for Floating of Bodies
drown’d, is, the breaking ot the Gall, which you know
18'a vulgar Error; 10 that T need fay nothing in op-
pofition to it ; 'The caufe affigned by the Moderns, is
Putrifaion, ‘but' how this Putrifaction rendersthe
Body more boyant than *twas before, is not obvious to
every Eye, therefore I fhall give you my thoughts
concerning’ its Modus agendi, PutrifdiCtion 'is a {pecies
of Fermentation 3 by Fermentation'thie Air contained
in the Cavity of the Breaft, Body, Stomach, cre. tho’
feemingly full of Water, yet they contain, great quan-
tities of Air, which is rarified with the other Juices,
proportiofiable to the Degrees of Putrifattion ;- and
this infenfible 'dilatation of the Body increafes gradu-
ally, till the Corruption hath made a paffage through
the Skin ; fo that a Perfon that is not above 20 Inches
in Circuit when firft drowned, 'after he hath lain
fome Weeks in the Water, will be at leaft 30 or 40
Inches in Circumference ; this gradual dilatation of
the Body, Iconceive is the fole caufe of its rifing to
the Surface of the Water, after fome certain time,
and alfo- of its'more or lefs boyantne(s afterwards.

Having given you my thoughes concerning the caufe
ofdrowning, of the Floating of their Corps afterwards;
¥ fhall now acquaint you with my Notions’why Be-
dies thrown Dead into the Water do not fink, and
why fome are more boyant than others. iR

It is obfervable, that' Humane Bédiesafter ‘Death
admiv 'no Water, efpecially Suffotated, as the Ex-
periment made fome ‘Weeks fince;' doth evidently
Demonftrate; becaufe, as foonas Death feizes a
| Map,
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Man, the Sphin&ter Mufcles in all parts do ‘natu-
rally contract themfelves, -for which reafon, it is not
fo eafie toinjet any Liquids into the parts that have
them, as before ; by thisSeclufion of Water, the
Vacuities (which indrowned Creatures are full of
Water) are in thofe that come -by their Death
{fome other way, full of Air, which by natural Experi-
ments, is proved to be as Thoufand Times lighter
than Water; and by the fame fort of Experiments,
{olid Fleth is .obferved to be but. a little heavier
than Water ; if you grant .this, which Js-eafily de-
monftrated, it will be -no-hard -matter for any .con-
fiderate Man to :believe that Flefh -(which hath
many large Cavities in it, flled with Air) -may
Float: If you doubt the immediate Floating of Hu-
manc Bodies, thrown Dead into the Water,. you
may, for your Satisfation, confult the Opinion ‘of
Sea.men, who have been the -laft War in feveral
Ingagements with the French, or thofe that have
been a:Guiny Voyage; where, when they throw
the Dead Negroes -over-Board, ‘they never lay any
weight to their Feet to fink them, -as they.do te
white Men; it is certain that all thofe Negroes do
immediatly Float, I have fpoken with feveral, lately
come from thence, that if occafion were, would
atteft it with an Oath. |

Bodies are more or lefs boyant, either if refpett
to themfelves. or in refpet to the Medium wherein
they Float. _

If the Perfon Dicd in the very act of Infpiration,
the Tungs will be full of Air, 'by which the Breaft
will be fenfibly dilated ; that the filling of the The-
rax with Air, may be a caufe of Floating, is evident
from thofe that can lye on their Backs without #tir-
ring
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ring hand or foot, it being obfervable that thole do
fill themfelves as full of Air as they can, and that as
long as they can hold their Breath' they Float, but
on the very inftant of Breathing they Sink: If they
have a large Cheft, or are very Lean, they will Float
the loftier.. -

If they arecaft into Salt Water, they will be more
boyant than-in frefh, it being experimented that Ships
will Sink fome Incheslower under Water in the Thames,
than when they were at Sea; if into deep Water, all
Men obferving they can Swim more eafily in deep than
in fhallew Water.

On the contrary, if the Perfon diedin Expiration
had: a.i‘mall-Chgt,- was Fat and Flefhy, or was
thrown into frefh or fhallow Waters; he will Swim
the more under Water,

I do not perceive fo great a difcordancy between
the Do&ors that were Evidences for the King, and
their Oppofites, as fome feem toinfinuate,. The Wit-
neffes forthe King depofed, ‘That it was their Opini-
on, that no Perfon ever was, or pofibly could be
drowned, that had no Water in: their Lungs, Sto-
mach, ¢¢c. and that as far as they had made any
obfervations on drowned Perfons, . they . always
found great quantities of Water in. the .inward
parts of drowned Perfons; part thereof, ufually in
lifting them out of the Water, runs out of their Nofe
or Motith, that upon their difletion, they had found
confiderable quantities of it in the Cavities of their
Bodies; and that. it was their Judgment, that the
inward : parts of drowned Perfons would putrifie
in lefs than fix Weeks time: Whether thefe are
not undeniable Truths, I leave it to the determina-
tion of your felf, and all unbiaffed People that have
B made.
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made any real ( not notional ) Obfervations on' drownp-
ed Bodies. i
 Their Learned Antagonifts, whole fole endeavour
and bufinefs, as far as Tcould perceive, was torender
it a mute Cafe, by their ftrenvoully urging, Thar 2
or 3 Qunces of Water was fufficient to Drown a Per[on,
not from any Obfervations on Humane Bodies, but
from a private Experiment on a Dog or two that was
half hanged, as I am told, and I am apt to think
there was fome ‘Artifice ufed, feeing the Experiment
did not fucceed, when ‘made ‘publickly in the'River of
Thames, by the fame Perfon. | 44
Dr. Sloane faith, that Cafés of this kind are very un-
sommon (viz. for Mrs, Stout to be drowned without
any Water in her)  and #one of them have ‘&Hm directly
under my Kpowledge; nor as T'verily believe, tinder
any other Perfons, [ince the-Creation of Man: Then he
tells you that Water fivallowed by the Gullet, into the Sto-
mach, will not drown the Perfon (Who faid the contrary ?)
But 1t is that which goes into the Wind-pipe and Lungs that
Suffocates; and confirms it with an Obfervation, fa}fing,
Thave obferv’d Some Spoonfnls (if it went the wrong way)
to have choaked vr fuffocated the Perfon. Note, he doth
not fay drowned,neither doT think any Perfon can pro-
perly be faid to be drowned, that hath not fwallow-
ed above 2 or 3 Ounces'of Water, but rather fuch are
( as the Doftor faith) choaked or [uffocated: in the
fame Paragraph he tells you, that Whether 2 Perfon
comes Dead or a-live into the Water, be believes [ome
quantity will go into the Wind-pipé : Then Water in
the Wind-pipeis nocertain Signof a drowned Perfon,
I'am of another Opinion, which our Experiment doth
-eem undeniably to prove. ,

Being

L T — e ———
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Being asked by the Judge, Whether the parts would
not putrifie in lefs thanfix Weeks, if there had been
Water ? His Anfwer was, My Lord, I am apt to
think it would have putrified the Stomach lefs than the
Lungs: How diret and fatisfatory this anfwer was
to the Queftion, you ‘may determine. T obferve a
general Queftion, for what intention I cannot Divine ;
which was, Whether any Water would go into the
Thorax? If it did, or did not, I cannot conceive
what benefit or ' prejudice it would be to this Cafe,
though T am apt to'think the Membrane that invefts
the Lungs, may eaﬁliv be torn by violent Coughing,
which is obferved in all Perfons when any thing falls
into the Wind-pipe.

Near the foot of his Difcourfe, he faith, Iam apt
ro think if there was any quantity (of Water ) in the
Lungs, the Sponginefs of the part would fuck up fome part
of it Who faid" the contrary ? But Door, If they
had fuck’d up any part, would not her Lungs have
been moifter, than if they had fuck’d up none’; but
Mrs. Stout’s were rather ‘dryer than ufually they are
in dead Perfons; therefore —— As to the Stomach I
have not know it tryed, Have jyou known it tryed
as to the Lungs? If not, we areas much in the dark
as before, unlefs we take your I am apt tothink for
Demonftration.

"This Dottor clofes his Sentiments with If there wis
# great Fermentation, agreat deal of it (Water) would
rjfé up' in Vapours or Steams, and go off ‘that way: Here
he terminates all with an If: Suppofe I fhould grant him
there was a great Fermentation, to be as true, as I
am confident *tis falfe ;' his infererice'I doubt would
not follow, viz. that agreat deal of it would rife up in
Fapours or Steams, and go off that way; if it fhould
- B 2 rife
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vife tato Vapours in the Stomach, I am fubject to be-
lieve that the coldnefs of the parts through which they
muft pafs, would condence them again, before they
could get out of the Bodys* what way he means by
That W ay, T cannot imagines if ?tis-through the Gul-
let; ' the contrattion of the Mouth of - the Stomach,
Gullet (which is as Dr. Gath fays) - contraéted or
purfed up by a Mulcle in the -pature of a Sphincter,
and the clofure of the<Lips, dre. 'would either keep
themn in the Stomach, -orelfe the coldnefs of the part
through which they muft of neceflity pafs, ~would con-
denfe them in their paffage out -of the Body; if
through the Guts, the Eylor#s the - coldnefs of the
Guts or the Sphintterani would obftruét their af-
fage, if it'could be imagined: ithat the Subtlen  of
thefe Vapours could get throw the Coats of the Sto-
mach; I conceive the coldnefs of the Omentum Perito-
neum, and the thicknefs of the Mufcles, Fas, &c. of
the Abdomen, would impede their Exit out of the Bo-
dy: In fine, it feems very probable to me, that if
there Had been any fumes ratfed in the Stomach, by
Fermentation, ‘that -they could -never . get an Exi
through {o ‘many impediments. .
Dr. Gath tells you, that It # impoffible that the Body
" of Mrs. Stout ) [bould have Floated, anle(s it had refl-
ed, or been intangled amongft the Stakes: 'Lhisis a
.o Truth, if fhe had been drowned, but if fhe

certal
was thrown in Dead, there is nothing more common

than for it to Float; and this my Affertion, is .con-
{entaneous to the Univerfal Experience of thofe Sea-

men that -ufe the ngraf'l‘rade.; for when any. of

¢heir Slaves dye, they throw them over-Board, with-
out any weight to their Feet, and thefe Float im-

mediately. i
1t
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‘That fThe was found Sideling 1n the Water, 1s a
mighty Argument with this Dotor that fhe did
not Eloat; but grant fhe was intangled (which is
denied by fevera%) between -the Stakes, as ’cis af-
ferted, I thinkit no greater wonder, than for a Deal
Board 12 Inches broad ( which fhould accidentally
get edgwife between two Stakes not above 9 Inches
diftant one from the other) to Float edgeling, as
long as ’tis intangled between them : Nay, on the
contrary, I ‘think it morally impoflible for any Body
that is much broader, than ’tis thick, if it cafuvally’
gets edgewife between to Stakes, whofe diftance will
not let it lye flat, but it muft continue more or lefs
edgeling, till ’tis dif-intangled.

I obfetve the Judge asked this Gentleman, Whe-
ther Water in the -Body would putrifie it? ‘He an-
fwered, I [ay not, for'in [ome places they “keep Flefb-
Meat: from. corrapting, by preferving ‘it 'in Water : 1f
hie-means Water 'in a deep Well will keep it a day
or twoin hot Countties, I may admit it; but that
it will. keepi¢ fix Weeks or more, T utterly deny
it if it will not keep Flefh from Putrifaltion 46
Days, it hath little Analogy with the Cafe under
Debate.

This Doftor tells you, Fe muft differ from bhips
( M. Coatfworth ) where be infers, She was murthered,
becanfe be found no great quantity of Water in her :
This is a Miftake, for neither he, nor any of the
other Doftors, or Surgeons, that were prefent at her
Diffeétion, inferr’d fhe was murdered, becaufe (he hiad
no. great quantity of. Water in her; but, becaufe fhe
had noneiat all in her.

Dr. ﬂfﬂf.r-itl‘!
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Dr, Morley {aith, that Thefe which feem 2o be the
Queftions of greateft Moment, ave, Whether there wn a
necelfity  for this Body ( if drowned ) to have:a great
quantity of Water in it and whether Bodies thrown-
Dead into the Water Floar ? To the firft I anfwer po-
fitively, That there is vo abfolute neceffity :bslt Jbe [bould
have a great quantity of Water in her ; With fubmif-
fion, Dolltor, pray tell which of your Oppofites faid
there was an abfolute neceffity for Mrs. Steat to
have a great quantity of Water in her ; they faid,
they ::nu%d not conceive that {he was drowned, that had
not one drop of Water in her; if you would have
contradited them, you fhould have demonftrated ro
the Jury, either by Reafon or Experiments, -how a
Perfon might be drowned without any Water in
them ; -if you could have done this, you had anfwer-
ed the Queftion of greateft Moment.- A

This Doctors difference between Perfons drows-
ed by Accident or Defign, I would flatter my felf,
was. rather a lapfus lingue, than his real Judgment;
for it is certain, with whatfomever defign a Man
may go into the Water, before he is half Dead
he is deprived of his Senfes, and how he governs
himfelf then, you may Judge: To The 24 Lueftion,
he faith, I think if Bodies new killed Float, ’tis by
Accident : Tt is as accidental for Bodies new killed,
when. thrown into the Water, to Sink, as ’tis for
Perfons juft drowned to Swim. 4

Dr. Woolafton being asked his Opinion, If 4 Per-
fon be drowned, Whether it ¢an be difcovered fix
Weeks after ? His anfwer was, I think it impolfible
20 be known: T am apt to be of his Opinion, that
‘tis impoffible precifely to determine what, and how
many Injuries her Vifcera had received, or what Ac-

cidents
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cidents had happened unto them 46 days after any
Perfon s drowned ; for naturally they would have
been putrified in half that time ; and when the Bow-
els are reducedinto a Patrilaginous Mucilage, who can
give a ragional judgment concerning their former
Figure, Polition, or how they had been affefted ?
This is. what naturally happens to a drowned Per.
fon; but therg was nothing of this in Mrs. Stout,
which is no fimall Argument with me, that fhe was
not drowned ; I fhall take little notice how he cor.
tradicts his Brothers, by his affirming, That in drowne
ed Perfons, the Water lyes only in the Stomach and
Gars: As to his Experience, T doubt he is not cane
did; for I believe T have heard the fame Story,
which was thus, Two Man quarrelling in a Wherry,
one of them took up the Stretcher, and knock’d the
other down; in his falling, he accidentally caught
hold of his Adverfary, and they both fell into the
Water together; he ‘that was knock’d down was
not fwell'd, but the other was exceedingly.

Mr. Cowper afficms, That it ‘is nor reafonable (in
Mrs. Stour, though drowned) 7o expect any thing but
Froath: What, will all the Water turn to Froath,
thata dying Perfon receives before he is drowned ? *Tie
a Paradox to me: How contrary this Surgeon’s Sen-
timents are to the Univerfal Experience of the Learned
andUnlearned part of Mankind,let the unbiad’d judge?
If ;he bad conlulted Ambrofe Parey, and had thought
hum a reafonable Man, doubtlefs he would have beeq
of -another Opinion, who faith, The Belly of bim that
was throws in adive, will be [wollen or puffed np by
reafon of the Water that is conrained therein,
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The whole ftrefs of this Gentleman’s, Argumentss
feem to depend ‘on a fuppofed difference, that there
s between Perfons that Drown themfelves, and thofe
that are cafually {uffocated by Water ; whereas I'
am apt to think there is lictle more difference, than.
between one that puts the Halter ‘about his own
Neck, and one that the Hang-man forceth: it onj
here is a parity of caufes, why the effets in the fame
Species fhould extremely differ, is more than my weak
intelle@-can comprehend 5 in both I'conceive thatin.
lefs than a Minute, - their Rational Faculty is {o egre-
sioufly diftorted, that nothing is done regularly or by
its dictates.

The verity of his private ExperimentsT doubt, bé-
caufe when he made a publick ene, it infinitely con-
tradicted his Clandeftine ones; there is a vaft diffe-
rence in drowning 2 Creature in a Tub, and ina
River, in finking him with a weight tied to him,
and permitting him to Sink by his own gravity ; 1
am not of Opinion that ’tis ridiculous to expett Wa-
ter in the Cavity of the Thorax, tho”the Lungs had
not {uffered an Impoftumation, or the like, for Reafons
formerly afligned. ‘

Dr. Crell faith, He Thall only infiff upon what Am-
brofe Parey relates in his Chapter of Renunclations
He tells us, That the certain Sign r;g-' & Muan’s being
drowned is an appearance of Froth abous his Noftrills
and Mouth, which could not be, as be declares, #f the
Perfon * had been ftrangled, or otherwife - killed before,
For the Confirmation, or Confutation, of thefe pofi-
tive Affertions of this Learned Do&or, I fhall give
you the Verbal Expreffions of Ambrofe Parey, ho-
Jomever, faith he, s found Dead in the Waters, you
(Ball knom whether they were thrown into the Water
alive
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alive or dead, A[ar ak the Belly of him thut e thrown
in aljve will be fiwell’d and paff’d upy by reafon of the
Water that is contained therein ; certain clamnry Ex-
crements come out of his Moath and Noftrils. 1n the
foregoing Paragraph he gives you the Signs, whe.
ther one is hanged Dead or Alive; his formal Ex-
preflions are, If he was hang’d alive, there will be «
Foam about his Mouth, and 2 Foamy and Filthy Mat-
ver hanging ont of his Noftrils. Obferve this Author,
whereon he only infifts faith, There is a Foam and
Filthy Matter about the Mouth and Noftrils of them
that are hanged Alive. Now whether Froath at
the Mouth and Noftrils is a certain Sign of a Man’s
being Drowned, or whether it js not incident to
Perfons that die of other Difeafes, an Phyfitian can
eafily determine. If you will be pleafed to read
Paalus Zacheus's Lueftiones M’m’!m-Lrga!ﬁ, on the
fame Subject, you may find that he agrees with 4m-
brofe Parey, That an “appearance of Foam about the
Noftrils and Mouth; is no certain Sign of Drown-
ing. By fuch pofitive Affertions of tlie Learned,
how eafily may the Ignorant be impofed on? By this
you may evidently fee the difference between a Wic.
nefs on his Parole, as this Gentleman was, and one
upon his Qath, as the King’s were,

Mr. Flerrior being asked by Mr. Cooper, What Ob.-
fervations he had made concerning this Matter? An-
fwered, When I was a Surgeon in the Fleet, I made
it always my Obfervation, when we threw Mey over-bosrd
that were killed, fome of them Swam and [fome Sunk.
Then being Interogated by the Judge, when a Bo-
dy is, thrown over.board, doth it Sink or Swim?
His anfwer was, I s/ways obfervied that it did [fink.
What Incohererice is here! Firft, I made it always
. my




C 18 )

my Obfervatica, -when we threw Men over-board,
that were killed, fome of them Swam, and fome
Sunk: And almoft in the fame Breath faith, T al-
ways obferved, That it (a Dead Body, thrown
over-board ) did Sink. T am aptitobeof Mr. Herrior’s
Mind; as to his firft Afertion, That Meh killed 10 a
Fight being thrown over-board, fome of them Sunk;
others Swam; thofe whofe Breaft and Belly are
no ways injured Float, but thofe whofe Breaft and
Belly are perforated; fo that Water gets into their
Cavities, through the Wound, I doubt not but:they
will Sink.

Mr. Bartlett tells youn, He never [aw any Body float,
tho” he bhad been in [everal Engagements, /1tis very
probable, he kept himfelf all that timie in the/Cock-
pit, and it may be long after drefling the wounded
Perfons. The fitteft Perfons in tlis cafe to give
their Obfervation, are Officers and Sea-Men, who
are always upon Deck, and often obliged to look out,
and not Surgeons, who are all the time of Engagements,
fecured in the Hold of the Ship.

Mr. Camlin {aith, There were more and greater Signs
of the Stagnation of Blood on the Body of this Child,
than on the Body. of Mrs, Stout. But on what parts
thefe more and greater Signs were, whether on the
Breaft, Belly, &v. not one word. The Mother of
the Child afferts, there was not the leaft Sign of
any Stagnation of Blood on any part of her Child :
She having lately had the Small-Pox, her Face where
the Small-Pox had fluxed, was fomewhat difcoloured ;
but it was no more difcoloured, after her Drown-
ing, than it ufed to be (when fhe wascold) before:
her Death; the Soil of the Water doth generally.
alter the Faces of People:! So. Mrs. Sroas’ was

not
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ot known by her Neigbours, till that was wiped
oft. “The Settlements of Blood on Mys. Stont were
difperfedly on her Ear, both fides of her Neck, Breaft,
Arm, but on what part of the Child’s Body . thefe
more and greater Signs of Stagnation were, he doth not
fpecifie, becaufe had he affigned any particular place,
‘there were feveral prefent that would have contra-
di€ted him: General Terms are the fictelt covers for
Fallhood.

If this Gentlewoman was not Drowned, as the
Dottors and Surgeons for the Prifoners feem to infi-
nuate, the Query then will be, How {he came to her
End? With fubmiffion to better Judgments, I fhall
here offer my private Sentiments concerning it : I
am 1nduced ro ge!iem fhe was knocked down with
a Blow" on' her lefc Ear, from the large Settlement
of Blood there, which, a5 Mrs, Kimpfon Swears, was
as much- as her Hand could cover, and more; after
fhe was fell'd to the Ground by the Blow,, it is pro-
bable; ‘with the: Gripe of a meng Hand, fhe was
Throtled’; “from the Stagnation of Blood on both
fides of her Neck, under her Ears, which Mr. Fohn
Dimfdall, Tun. Swears there was ; and from the Sec-
tlement of Blood on her Breaft, T am inclined to
believe,” That the Perfon that Throtled her, to fup
port” his Hand, ‘that he might Gripe the flronger,
refted his Arm on her Dreaft,, which oceafioned the
Stagnarion there,

The Circimftances that fnduce
was ‘not acceflary to her own De
lowing': "Her'being found without
probably Was'torn in the Scuflle) and Nigherail: her
Gowh cotild not be found, ' though the River was
chligently raked fevers] times, till abour a Week be.

joc C 2

me to. think fhe
ath, are thefe fol-
her Gown (which

fore




(20)
fore the Trial, it was found hanging on a Stake,
which the Miller had cleanfed from the Trafh that
hung on it about half one hour before, and he will
depofe that it was not there then; it was torn o
Raggs, without one of its Sleeves, fome parts of it
were as rotten as dirr, others firm; you might
tear it (which was made of a fort of Norwich-Stuff’)
and the Lining (which was a Silk Damask) with
your Fingers, as Idid: Query, Whether Stuff or Silk
will naturally Rot fo foon under Water? Here s no
news of her” Nightrail yet. 2. From her Floating ;
whereof T make no doubt, becaufe it is.Sworn by
feveral Witnefles. 3 Becaufe her Belly was' not
fwollen. 4. Becaufe no Water came out of her
when lifted out of the River, nor purged out of her
afterwards. <. Becaule her inward parts were not pu-
trified, though her outward, that had been injured,
were ; which I fuppofe was impoffible they fhould
have continued fo 46 days after her Death, had
there been any Water in them. 6. From the feve-
ral diftin& Setlings of Blood, which is unufual in
Drowned Perfons; if it had been occafioned f as
fome may think ) from a Blow, which fhe received
when fhe threw her f{elf in, I am fubject to believe,
that the coldnefs of the Water, in the Month of
March, would have hindered its Settlement in: the
Cutaneous parts of the Body, as it is generally ob-
ferved to do; for what is more common than te
dip a Linnen Rag, or a piece of Brown Paper, in
cold Water, and apply it to a bruifed part, to hin-
der the Blood from fetling there? 7. From the con-
tinual difturbance that Mrs. Gurrey was under, both
in Mind and Body: Neverthelefs {he would not
difcover it till fhe was almoft frighted out: of her
Sl:,:ﬂﬁ:s,
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Senfes, by the Voice, as {he thought of Mrs.
Stout, which uttered thefe words, Divalge, Conceal
Nothing. ' 8. From what is Sworn by the Garrey's
againft their Lodgers at the Trial, viz. Mr. Marfon
was bot, and put by his Wigg ; 1 Jee bis Head was
et —— they came in about 131 aad 12 & Clock —— fbe
turned me off, but & Friend of mine will be even with
ber by this time — Her bufine/s was done — He would
pafs his Word, Mrs. Sarah Stout’s Cowurting-Days were
over——The Vfe-Money is paid to Night —— Tou have
Forty or Fifty Pounds for your [bare—-Asked bim,
Whether the bufine[s was done? And he anfwered, He
believed it was ; but if it was not done, it would be done
to Nighte Pulled a Handful of Money out of his Pocket,
and Swore, he would [pend it all for Foy, the bufinefs
was- dome. 9. From the Sentiments of the Grand-
gmj, who, after a nice Examination, were of an

pinion, That fhe was Murdered; as were feve-
ral of the Petty-Fury, but by whom they did not

knows— .

As to the Letters produced in Court, my thoughts
are, they are not of a Legitimate, but of a Spurious
Prodution. 1. Becaufe the Stile doth nmo way fuit
her Charaler. . 2. Beceufe her Mother doth .afirm,
The Letter fhown her in Court was of a {maller
Charaftér than ever {he obferved her Daugher to
Whrite ; neither doth her Brother think them to be

enwine. 3. Becaufe there was no mention made of
thefe Letters, till the common Report of her being
with Child '( which had been induftrioufly fpread
abroad by feveral, but by none more Zealoufly, than
by a Nominal Quaker, her Quondans Admirer ) was

proved to be ucterly Falle, by the Oath of feveral
Do&tors
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Dottors and Surgeons that ; had opéned; her 'Body.

4. Becaufe Mr. %i{."wa and Mr." drehér, “on “the
Trial, Sware (dod"{cveral of ‘the ‘CoromerssTngueft
were ready 0 Swear) That Mr. Comper, beéforé the
Coromerselugueff, being-on his Oath, depofed, Thar
Mrs. Stout was 2 wmodeft Perfon, that he did #dt bnow
of amy nﬂ.f'.ag that was the caufe of it (viz, her Death)
That be did not know any Perfon fbe was in Love with,
but of one, whofe name was Marfhall ; and Mr. Mar-
{hall told him, That be wis always Repulfed by ber.
Whether. this, Oath is not' Diametrically Oppofite
to his Pleadings on the Trial, " you' may“determine.
4. Becaule they did not infift on thele Letters, when
Mr. Sones faid, Indeed they have produced fome Letreps
without &, Name; but if ‘they. infift apon any thing " a-
gainft her Reputation, we miaft. call’ our :Wir?:@jres. ¥t
the Witnelles 'then prefent in Court ,( who ‘were
lome of the moft reputable in that Town ) had been
called, to fpeak to "her Reputation, a great deal of
that Dirt, that is now caft upon her, would have
been wiped off. I cannot but take notice here how
feemingly unwilling e was'to expofe the' weaknefs
of this’ Gentlewoman, or to meddle with her [et.
tersy had he not shofe Tnnocent Gentlemen to defend ;
when -before her Death he had fhewn thém'to M.
Marfball, a Repulied Lover, and his Brother, ‘and ‘af-
ter the Trial, the Printers, who at the Trial did not
take thém in Short-hand, were favoured with them
to be expofed to the whole World, ¥

What concerns her Melancholly, T ath, induced to
believe, 'that fhe was no more than 4s ‘idcident to
all People that are Sickly, or" thuch troubled with
the Head-ach ; from what her Maid Swears, That
fbe was 4l fometimes, and L imputed it ( Melancholly)

4
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0 her Hllnefss ana T know no other canfe. “And Mrs,
Walker dothr affert, That ‘Mr. Cowper told 'the Coro-
ners-Ingueff, That e did not obferve her any ways
Melancholly, that lie fhould have taken notice of,
had not-fuch an accident happened; only now he
remembers, That {he ‘was ‘not fo free in Difcourfe
at Dinner as fometimes fhe ufed to be; and that
the Dilcourfe then was chiefly between him and
her Mother. Her Mother and Brother do affirm
they never obferved her Melancholly, and all her
intimate’ Companions do affert the fame: It is much
that none but this Gentleman’s Sifter, and Two or
Three others, devoted to a Party, f{hould obferve
any {uch thing.

Mr. Firming his' Wile, and fevéral others that
were in her Company, with Mr. T/or, do affirm,
that {he 'did not fay her Head-cloths would ferve
her time, or any thing like it, and that they efteem-
ed his 'Difcourfe with her pure Banrer; that The
was in‘her Nightdrefs, and prefently’ went ' home
dnd''put-on clean Linnen: I am apt tothink there
are' many Relations and Friends, bigotted to a
Party, that will not boggle to tell a Lie, to fave
a Friend, or near Relation from -

The afternoon before her Death, fhe was ob
ferved to {tand, to fec the Judges make their En.
trance, with her Friends, as Brisk and Airy as
any there; about 4 hours before her Death, as
I am told, fhe was in' Company with a Knight
of that County, and feveral ‘others, " who obfer-
ved her to be as Merry and Pleafant ‘as' any a-
monglt them : At nine at Night, fhe earneftly im-
portuned a young Gentlewoman of that Town, to
tarry and lye with her thac Night, as {he had fh]r~

merly
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merly done {everal times; which fhe refufed then,
for fome - particular Reafons: ‘When Mrs.' Stous. per-
ceived {he would not tarry: all Nighe, {he iavited
her to Dinner next day, and told her what fhe had
provided, and that fhe fhould be glad of her. Com-
pany ; not  intending to go. out of Doors. the. next
day.

}I am apt to think that if fhe had.been fuch a
furious Lover as is pretended, or had any Intention
that Night to deftroy her [elf, that fhe would not
have fallen out with any Body about the payment
of Money; much lefs have refufed to Sign a Receit
for. fix Pounds, which her D---ft had prepared
when he paid her the Intereft-Money ; what was
the true caufe why fhe refufed to Sign this Receit,
is. a Riddle to moft.

If fhe had had fo great a kindnefs for fome Years
for this Fofeph, as is infinuated, certainly his Wife
would have obferved fomething of it ; and then fhe
would not be importuning her E‘E‘FE% Month, by
her Letters, to come to London, that {he might injoy
her fweet Company : Neither would fhe in all pro-
bability (if fhe had been fo defperately in love with
him ) have lived here feveral Months together, with-
out his Company, even when importuned by his
Wife ; but would, as we may reafonably conje&ture,
have refided in your City, where fhe might the
oftner, and more privately have injoyed his Compa-
ny: And, as for_her going,out at the, Window, it
is morally impoffible, the Bars being fo clofe toge-
ther,that a Child of a Year old cannot get out between
them; neither was there any occalion for it, .the Keys
being always left in the Doors,

' .Be
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Becaufe theie is no mention made on the Trial,
of the mifling of any of her Money; - feveral are
apt to report ' that her Relations want tione of it,
which is a grand Miftake; for they want, as they
compute it, at leaft a Thoufand Pounds of her Ori-
ginal Fortune, befides the Improvements {lie had
made thercon, which were confiderable; they: made
little mention of it there (that was taken notice
of ) becaufe their Evidences that conld fpeak matex
rially to that point,- were Luakers, whole Affir.
mation will not be taken in Criminal Cafes,

The laft Affizes, here was a Man hanged, after
he was Dead, was cut down, and buried without a
Coffin, the Grave filled up, and the Farth well trod
down; in the Evening he was digp’d up again, be-
ing prefled almoft flat by the weight of the Earth,
was privately caft into the River, and when it was
obferved that the Corps would Sinlk, it was expo-
led to publick view, and an Advertifement of it was
printed in the P-:;{E-r}fm 25th of j’rx{; laft, with 2
great {hew of Exaltation, by their laying, Many Hun-
dreds fm*t.riﬂg feen this Experiment with their own Ejyes,
the Opinions of the Surgeons produced - on the part of
the, Kirg, is theveby deflroyed and exploded, and all Per-
fons convineed of the comtrary: What influence this
Experiment may  have on you, I know not; but
when allthe Circumftancesattending it are duly confi-
dered, I am of Opinion, it will make more againit them,
than their Oppofites: If they had been certain of
Succefs, what oeed of fomuch Art; Why did the
not infert in their ﬁdﬂfﬁ‘f{fﬁ'?fﬂ?ﬁ, how the Bﬂd}’
had been managed before ’twas thrown into the
Water, how they opened it afterwards, and how
they” made a firict Scrutiny after Water, yet could

D not
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pot find a drop in it? Not one word of this. Me-
thinks this partial Relation is calculated on purpofe
to magnifie their own Evidences, and puta {lur on
the King’s. _ : 3 |
T doubt not but the ingenious Contrivers of this
Experiment did not nnly expect Jt_wn].lld Sink, bug
that it would have fome Water in it alfoy T am
apt to think it reafonable, to expet that the weight
of the Earth would have driven out the Wind con-
tained in the Cavity of the Breaft' through the
Wind-pipe, - which is impoffible to be done without
lifting up of the Epiglottis, which cnnginuaﬂy clofes:
the Mouth of the Afpera Arteria, but in Expiration,
this being  once forcibly removed out of its matu.
ral Scituation, ’twas very likely that it would not
cover it again fo nicely, but that fome fmall quantity of
Water might infinuate it felf through the fmall' paffa-
ges, which the violent forcing out of the Air had made;
if this had fucceeded, What a Triumph there would
have been, you may eafily determine? 17117
Some Weeks fince, a Surgeon, 'that had Deen an
Bvidence at the Trial at Hertford, going intoa Book-
¢ller’s Shop, meeting fome acquaintance there, he
fell into Difcourfe about Mrs, Stost, and afferted

there, what he had affirmed at the Trial, wiz. Thar

‘Two or Three Ounces of Water will Drown & Dog': One
of the Company told him he conld not comceive that
fo fmall a quantity would do the bufinefs: He replyed,

Sir, 1 will lay a Guinea, that I will Drown a Dog in

the' River of Thames, and be fball not have above |

Three Ounces of Water in him: The proffer wasno

fooner made, than accepted, Time appointed, Dog
brought, and with a weight tyed to his hinder Feet, |

flung into the River, fometime after was taken out, £
and:
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and diffeGed; where inftead of Three Qunces, there

was about Thirty Three; whereby he not only loft

his Wager, but in a great meafure his Reputation,

as to what he had fo confidently afferted to the con-

trary on the Trial.

Having in fome ' meafure anfwered your. Com-
mands, tho’ by 'it, I have, Tam afraid, alittle too
much trefpaffed on your Patience, fhall take little
notice now, what Omiffions and Alterations there are in
the Printed Trial; how Mr. Stevens was taken
with-a firange fort of a Fit, (juft after the Petry-
]ur{v ‘went out) which difturbed the whole Court;
or how a Wine-Cooper in Southwark (who came
down as an Evidence for the Prifoners) fell mnto
a fort of Diftra&ion ; and all the time of the Trial
was mightily difcompofed in bis:Mind, {o that be
was fain to be tyed in Bed, yet would often ask
how the Trial went, and whether they were like
to be cleared, and would often tell thePeopleabout
him, . that .he had done a very bad thing, but
would not confefs what, though often urged to it:
But fhall conclude, defiring that the Authors of this
Horrid Murder may be deteéted, and brought to con-
dign - Punifhment; but that the Innocent may be
gleared from all Afperfions thrown undefervedly on
them, which I doubt not, but that the Great Je-
hovab, in his own time, will bring topafs: And
that it may be fo, {hall be the dayly Prayers of

H@rﬁﬁ:rd,':ﬁe sth of Sir, Your Humble Servant,.
September, 1699.
B. =D

POSTSCRIPT.
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¥ Doubt not but you have heard, that the Gentle-
men that opened Mrs. Sarah Stout’s Body, did
depole, that fhe was a Virgin ; for your Informati-

on; kwill give you a true Copy: of ‘their Certificate,
which is as followeth, -

Hertford, April 28, 16g9.
V1) E= whofé Names are - here under-written,
baving “examined the Body of Mrs. Sarah
Stout, Deceafed ;, do find the Uterus perfectly
Free and Empty, and. of the natural Figure: and
Magnitude, as ufuwally inVirgins, > We found no
Water in the Stomach, Inteftines; :Abdomen;
Lungs or Cavity of the Thorax,

Jobn Dim/[dale, Sen. William Coatfworth,
Robere Dim[date, Samuel Camlin,
Jobn Dimfdale, Jun. ' Daniel Phillips.

After this Certificate was délivered to the Relations, they
deéfired the Gentlemen that had Signed it, to give their Opi-
nions, whether they thought She wasdrowned or no;: all of
them were unanimous that the was not drowned, ; éxcept Mr.
Camlin; who was unwilling to give his Opiniop,. either pro
or con 3 but when asked, would only fay, Therewere wery odd
Circumftances ;: Yet at laft, when he was asked, Whether he
did conceive any Perfon could be drowned, that had no #a-
ter in their Stomach, Inteftines, Abdvmen, Lungs ot Cawity of
the Thorax? He replyed, No, which the others thought vir-
tually to include, as much as they had {aid.

FINIS,















