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Spittle Sermon

PREACH'D
In S*Bripes Parifh-Church,

on Wedne[day in Eafter Week, being the
Second Day of April, 1684.

BEEFORE

The Right Honourable the [ -

Lord Mayor,

§ 6k |

Court of ALDERMLN 1

and the Suerirrs of the now Prore-

{tant, and Loyal, Cicy of London.

By THOMAS PITTIS,D. D. Rector of S. Bozolph |

e

without Bifbopsate Laxdw:, and one of His Maj efhes _

Chaplains in Ordinary.

Ecce quam inVicem ﬁ' amant !

London, Printed by B.WW. tor Edvard Vize. at the Sign of
the Bf{bap s Head over again(t the Royal F Exchange 1n
Cornhill. M DC LXXXIV.
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T THER

Right Honourable:
S'Henry Tulle,

Lorp Mavor, and toche
Right W orfhipful the Court of Ai-

pERMEN and OHERIFFs of the City of.

L ONDON.

May it pleafe your Lordfhip, &r.

N obedience to your juft  Authority,
which I have alwayes, in my [mall

Sphere endeavonred to maintain,l have

bardned my [elf againft the Cﬂ’?{ﬁﬁ"ﬂ‘ of the

World, to comply with your defzre to Print
a meain Difcourfe on a Noble Theme. God

graut that you may , under the Supreme:

£ 2 Being,



The Epi[ﬂe Dedicato;y.

Being, and a moft excellent King , perfelf
the Thorow R eformation according to
Law, which you bave begun ;- be as Cha-
ritable, and Kind, as the following Sermon
was-defigned, by the Preacher,to exbort jdt
wnto ; and alwayes Loyal to that Moft
Proteftant,and truly Gracious,Monarch;
who gave you your Commiffion ; < whilft I

remain,

Right Honourable, &,

Your moit humble, and moft

obedient Servant,

THO. PITTIS.

Thefe



Thefe Books ﬁ-ffﬂiﬂiﬁé’ dret wiitten by the fame Author,

andiare to be fold by Edward Vige, at the Bifhop’s

2 Head over -'-aghinﬁ L the -Rﬂyﬁ;‘ﬂ E}E&h_'ahge m
Cornhill.

Difcourfe of Prayer : Wherein this great Duty

is {tated, {o as to oppofe fome Principles and
Prattices of Papiffs and Fanaticks ; as they are contrary
to the Publick Forms of the Church of Exgland, elta-
blifhed by her Ecclefiaftical Canons, and confirmed by
A&s of Parliament.

A Difcourfe concerning the Tryal of Spirits : Where-
in Inquiry is made into Mens Pretences to Infpiration
for publifgin Dottrines in the Name of God, beyond
the Rules of the Sacred Scriptures. In oppofition to
fome Principles and Practices of Papifts and Fanaticks ;
as they contradit the Do&trines of the Church of Eng-
land, defined in her Articles of Religion, eftablifhed by
?er Ecclefiaftical Canons, and confirmed by A&s of Par-

lament. ;
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| Ectléﬁaﬁes. 11.6, former part.

In the marnmg ﬁw 1hy feed ; and, in the
e@emngj withhold not thine fa,:md —

NSO N | the fore -going Verfes of this
| BN Chapter we have direétions and
motives to difperfe our Alms,
the bleffed Frmts of an- enlarged

PR Charlty - A word o big' and
cemprehenﬁve, ( When tis riot refffained 2s it
this Text ) that it points our the wivole dury of
man., This Vertue, Beirg ‘{0l fiéred and divine
2 Grace is the foundation of alt"Gods Com-
mands, ment‘iﬁ‘ﬂed Boch-in'the Law, “and by the
Propbets o tbaﬁ our Bleffed Saviour hrmfelf
informs s That, &S tto?avﬁ the Lord dar God ibith alf
otr heart, m:tb aﬂ onr ‘{EEEI sand with all our [Frengthy
cbnmms thﬁt genéf mattet. Of che' ﬁrﬂ: Table

of {ﬂae LaW a‘vc‘ oUY mfuﬂ*ﬁanr as onr j el ves,
B mclndu
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includes thefecond, (Matth.212.37,¢c.) To
the fecond of thefe is' my Text confined ; and
though liberal acts are here Wi’fap’d_uﬁg 1in Meta-
phor ; yet the words, L have read, area plain in-
“timation of as neceffary a duty of difperfing our
- abundance,, or. fuperfluicies -, of  this World
amongft thofe who ftand inneed of our relief.
For, the expreffion-of Seed {ignifying mens Alms,
and fowing it ;" the difperfion” of them; cannot
appear to be terms very far fetch’d; fince
the Scriptures ‘of the- Neéw Teftament, ' in
relation to ‘the Bounty and Liberality of Chri~
ftians, fay, He which foweth [paringly, [ball reap
Jparingly ; and hewhich foweth bountifully, [hall reap
bountifully, (2 Core 9. 6.) The Seed of our
Charity, amongft other things , [pringing up unto
eternal life, may eafily reprefent both our duty
and reward, and engage us to fcatter and fow
our Alms, fince fo largea Crop fhall abundantly
fatishe for our labour and expence. . It is not
rare in Scripture phrafe, but very frequent, to
exprefs its meaning in Allufions or Metaphors,
and thefe, by a continued fucceflion, are fome-
times advanced to;'a;ni Mleg ry : ; And the Con-
text, inthele cafes, will ea‘%ly'dete_rmin,e their
{enfe and meaning,  Thus we find here, in my
Text, the fame duty of difperfing our Charity,
which, in the firft Verfe of the fame Chapter, s

| e S T ANl



A Spltth: Sermon.

advifed in the expreffion sof cafting bread upon the
face of the swaters, phrafed, now , by fowing o
fredchalssw L

And therefore, without any torturing Criti-
cifms, or troubling ‘our felves with harder lan-
guage ; The Textl havetaken to difcourfe on,’
includes onlz a clear dire&tion to beftow our:
Charity to thofe who ftand in need of our af-
fiftance.  And becaufe men, who are fo greedy
of this Werld, that they little take care of the
advantages of the next, are apt to decline the
performance of that, which the{ cannot but
acknowledge to be juft and equal, and toraife
objections againft the practice of what, in fpe-
culation, they are willing to own ; efpecially in
this duty of Charity and Bounty, that cannot be
accomplithed without expence: Becaufe fome
are {o addi¢ted to {crape together the duft and
rubbifh of this lower World ; that their {iweat
and blood fhall be drop’d into it, to'make it
to confolidate and cement together, that it may
dot be fcattered , but fixed to the places and
feats of abode : Nay, fo greedy are fome for the'
fecuring their wealth; ‘and {o loth to diminifh
any of “their heaps, that they will even venture
to dye to fave charges. - The wife Preacher
therefore, in the Chapter of my Text; confirms
this neceflary duty of Charity, by argument;

B2

~and
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and at the fame time ahyfwers objections> And:
becaufe the rich,though'clele;men of the World,,
are apt to think, that {cattering their wealth, s\
the way to diminifh it, and thatgiving to.the
needy, is not the method to encrédfe theieftore 5 -
he affures them, ver. 1.-that if ithey caffitheirbread,
upon the wateyss they. fhall find 4k, after many dayes.:
That is, though they throw it into a running’
ftream, that is paffing by, and nevet like to ré-!
turn to the fame place again; yeticisnot im-
poffible by'a large: circulation ; to enter by:the:
caverns of theearch, into the famé River : Hows=;
ever, the fountain-head ftill fprings, and the:
great God, of the Sea which is the Parent of the:
Rivers, can fend a.greatér proportion from,
above ; and, in this cafe, unlefs what may be a:
greater advantage intervenes, his will fhall not
coatroll his ‘power. - But men:may, perhaps,:
be enclined to'adventure fomething upon: the:
bottom of this hope; ‘only they are afrdid to:
fend any large portion of their wealth upon
thofe waters,that may carry it too farout of theif:
reach : They would difperfe a{mall Summ to al
few ; but they are loth to have the trouble of
too many Penfioners.  This the Wife-man ob-
viates too, at verf, 2. Give a portion, {ayes he, to
feven, and alfo to eight ;. to fome,and to more; ac+
cording to thy proportion and ability ;  which:

one
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m_. .

one’'man cannot fet for fanother, unlels he is
acquainted with his eftate and-circumftances :
And he adds 2an Argument,and Motive, to this;
For thow knoweft not (Fayes he ) what evi] 'ﬁmt'! be
#{m the earth.. Thou knoweft not what mif:
chief* thou ‘maift prevent, by thy Charity, to
another: Nor what evils may betide thy felf
~when thou maift, by the mutabilicy of affairs,
ftand in need of help or affiltance from others.
But (farther ) becaufe, in an affair of this na-
ture, men are {o loth to part with that wealth,
which they lovefo well ; and to refign a pof-
feflion, in hope only of a futurereverfion ; and
therefore are very curious in making their choice
of thofe Objects, on whom they may beftow
their Charity ; which muft coft them that money
which they prize equal to their lives. The
Preacher fends them to take 2 view of the influ-
ence of theHeavens, and fetches an argument
out of the Clonds; that they may not alwayes
look upon the Earth , but fometimes lift up
eheir eyes to Heaven: If the clouds (f{ayes he )
be full of ram, they empty themfelves upon the earth
And that none may be difheartned, or rather
willingly excufe themfelves, from Noble, and
Godlike acts of Bounty, becaufe the Receivers
are frequently fo unworthy, or ingrateful; the
Wife-mangoeson in the third Verle, If the tree
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fall towards the fouth 3, or towards. the. north y .it is
indifferent, {oicfalls dcall; for in the place where
the tree fallegh, there it fball be. - Thy Charity,
however, let the receiver be never fo unwor-
thy or unthankful , fhall be accepted by him,
who has enjoyned it .as thy duty, if thou haft
placed it with a, good mind. . For he, that
ufually ftayes too long wavering and delibera-
ting agout.ﬁlch things as thefe, miffes often 2
ficting Obje&, and frequently does not give at
all; buelofes his feafon and reward too : hefli

his feed time, and cannot well expeét an har-
velt. = For (asitfollows, ver.4.) He that obfer-
veth the wind, will not fow; andhe that regardeth the
clouds, fhall not reap. So that, upon the whole,
when we are able, we mult be alwayes wil-
ling to give; Becaufe ( asic is in the latter part
of the Verle, -in which my Text is placed ) with
reference either to time or perfons, we may,
eafily be deceived ; For we know not what gift.may
profper; either this, or that ; or whether they
may not be alike good.  Give often therefore,
as Seneca advifeth, becaufe perdenda funt multa, ut
femel ponas bene ;. many are to be loft, that'you
'may fometimes, or, atleaft once, place your be-
nefits well.. However, follow the advice in my
Text, In the morning fow thy feed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand., his

And
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And now, thefe words, from their plain co-
herence. with the former part of this Chapter,
prefent to us that publick duty of Charity to
thofe who ftand in need of our aid and relief.
A duty that isinfcribed on the minds. of men,
which nature it felf inclines us to; So.that we
muft renounce the Principles of Humanity, and
bid defiance to the difpofitions of ourminds (if
they are not fill'd with dirt and rubbifh, or
fhrunk by an unnatural, nay, devilifh fiercenefs
and cruelty ) when we refufe to commiferate
perfons in afflition , or ceale to be, according
to our abilities, charitable to the Poor. The
Fews would formerly have dire€ted us to this
duty; The Heathen will upbraid us, if we re-
nounce it; The Beafts themfelves will gladly
{uffer their own kind to feed with them; And
the dammed in Hell have had fo much kindnefs and
compaflion too, to with well to their Brethren,
even whilft themf{elveshave been tormented in
the flames : Charity is a duty pleafant in the ex-
ercife, glorious in it {elf, and brings a large, and
a. rich portion, to thofe who love,. and therefore
efpoufe, it =~ For it entitles men to the bleffing of
God, which, the Scripturetells us, maketh rich
“T'is that which the covetous, and fordid men of
this lower World will commend in others, how-
everthey may beloth to practife it themfelves 3

Nay,
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Nay, the Devils in Héll will laugh' at us, when
- weceafe to be kind to our own fpecies “Tis!
that, without which, all our larger 'proprieties’
muft ceafe ; Humane Government and Society
muft be diffolved : and if a tolerable care were
‘not taken“of ‘the Necedy, the greateft Empireés
would quickly be 1aid in duft 2nd ruines, when'
the Poor are every where mote ntimerous, and
conféquently, ftronger, than'the rich: It pre-
{erves Power and Authority among us, whilfk
Order, betwixt fupetiors and inferiors, is; ‘by
a fuitable allowance to the different ftares and
ranks of men, not violated , but preferved en-
tire.  The rich cannet live, without the poor ;
and in common prudence, ‘they ought to! be
maintained, that fome may do the drudgery of
the World : We may as well think, that Trade
and Commerce can be fupported with Foreign-
ers without Ships, to-tranfport the grotwth and
produt of our own foil, and bring toug'the
2dvantages of another : That thefe flying Arks,
riding on the Waves, and mounted by the wings
of the Wind, can fail ‘with {afety,” 2nd direétly;
to their Ports, by the fteeridge of 2 Pilot; ‘with-
~out common Sea-men, thatmay, with toil'and
labeur, hoift, or fhift, or take in the Sails. What
pitiful Trades fhould we quickly have in' chis
renowned City, had we 'not Porters, and ‘Car-
mien,
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men, to bear the burdgns? How would the
 deftroying Plague invade us, had we not Scaven-
gers to cleanfe the Streets ? Nay, Great men,and
the moft delicate Ladies, would hardly know
how to live ; but Peftilence, and Infe&ion would
feile their Houfes, and the very Air, in which
they breathe, had they not thofe contented, and
in their condition, happy Inferiors, to endure the
heat and burthen of the day, whilft they keep
all fweet and clean.  So that the Rich can no
more live without the Poor, than they can with-
out the Rich. But, befides all this, the Chri-
ftian Religion, which we profefs, more efpeci-
ally enjoyns Charity to its Dilciples 5 notonly
that love, which, if fincere, will, eertainly, cover
a multitnde of fmrs ; but alfo their Alms and
Bounty, to relieve others: That whilft the Rich
enjoy their State and Plenty, none may be ftar-
ved for wantof Bread.  Thereis nothing more
frequent than Exhortations, and Commands,
with reference unto Charity, fo commonly dif-
perfed in the New Teftament, as well as the
Old ; that to repeat them, would be thought
an unreafonable lengthning of my difcourfe, and
refle&t difparagement upon fo Religious, and
Honourable, an Affembly ; asif I'preached to
fuch, who could not, or did not, read the

Scriptures.
3 All
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All therefore that Ig(hall at this time farther

attempt, {hall be difcharged in a performance
of two things :
. Furft,In fhewing how this Charity,in difperfing
our Wealth, may, befides our ordinary and com-
mon Alms, be fo managed, that we may accom-
plith the duty we are direéted to in my Text.

Secondly, In perfwading to the full and fre-
quent exercife of it ; That in the morning we
may, according to our abilities, fow our feed, and
in the evening may not withhold our hands. And thefe
two things I fhall endeavour to accomplifh, as
plainly, and as briefly, as I may.

Fir[t, Let me exhibic the methods and ways,
by which we may expend and lay out our
Wealch , that may eafily be fpared from our
{elvesand families; f{o as to follow the facred
direction in this Text, and {everal other in Holy
Writ, - And,here, I need not fpeak of the vari-
ous Objeéts that are rendred capable of our
Charity and Relief : The Government it
{elf is too often forced to beg , though it is
to keep us all in order ; And yet ic is dif
mifs’d without a Free-will-offering , when
we are obliged to it, by way of gratitude,
for that Peace and Security , under the fha-
dow of which we enjoy our own. Nane
can think they thall want Objeéts, eicher defer-
- ving
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ving ot craving their Chayity, though they had
a Million to expend in its fervice, fuppofing it
to be confined to the limits of this City ; if [ may
meafure the whole, by the bounds of that part,
in which I have my lot and refidence; though
in the computation, we fhould make a fuffici-
ent, and vaft, abatement. ~ Any way that by out
Charity we may contribute to the advantage,
and welfare, of the Goods, Bodies, or Souls of
others, that may want help, and acceffions, to
either, {o as it be done according to proportion,
and opportunity, will, in the general, difcharge
this duty in my Text.

But, more particularly, thereare three cha-
nels; into which our Charity, difperfing it {elf]
may overflow, to the disburthening the foun-
tain, by the difpofal of our large, orincreafing,
Mamion., - And thefe are Hofpitality, Liberalicy,
and Munificence. k

Firft, Wemay fow the feed of our Wealth
( that I may fometimes ufe the Metaphor in my
Text) by being hofpitable in our houfes, and
entertainments : And this does not only fup-
port the dignity of men, to fet aluftre on the
_different Orders in the World , by fhewing 2
~ decent mixture of Authority and Wealth, that
uphold each other. But it1nvites Inferiors; and

thofe that are eatertained, not only to anawful,
£ 5 and
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and affetionate, regafid to the hofpitable per-
fon ; But it caufes men to be acquainted with,
and to love , each other by keeping up a de-
cent, and, as far asit is fitting,, a familiar, friend-
fhip ; that {o Order may be the Parent of Peace;
and there may beno Jars or Difcords in our va-
rious Societies, nor any Complaints heard in our
Streets.  This vertue of Hofpitality, the Greeks
were wont to exprels by eooferia , as if it
were an effential ingredient to the hofpitable
man to make his entertainments , not to flow
from neceffity , butdelight : 'And therefore the
pleafure that accrued to him from his kindnefs
to ftrangers, might be a great compenfation for
the charge and expence.  But farther yet, The
exercife of this Splendid and Noble Vertue ,
gains not only Honour and Reputation in the
World, but Friendstoco. And it is not unfre-
quently rewarded in this life, by fuch correfpon-
dencies and acceffions to our Wealth, by a kind
reception of grateful guefts, that more than dou-
ble our favours upon our felves. However, if
an affable,courteous and generous temper fhould
not atera&t to its Owner, its due and juft reward
here, through any ill Fate, or the Ingratitude of
others; but be upbraided by difingenuity and
nnkindnefs ; yet, to be fure, he fhall not alwayes
mifs his recompence: For hislarge mind fhall,

| n
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in a future Region, enter jwhere an Eftate can-
not; and gain a glorious dnd eternal habitation,
when his moft ftately Manfion 'in this World ;
nay, the Palaces of Princes fhall prove fo ruis
nous, that they can no longer houle their Inha-
bitants.  For'the great God ' has {o twifted our
intereft with our duty, thathe who commands
us to ufe Hofpitality , inftamping this facred
Vertueupon our minds , writing it al{o in large
chara&ers in the Old Teftament and the New,
has gracioufly promifed to reward thefe a&tions ;
though their native goodnefs is a fufficient ar-
gument to recommend their praétice. If we
receive, therefore, ftrangers with compaffion and
courtefie, or fupply the wants of thofe, whofe
neceffitous inability, or prefent misfortunes,
cannot make provifion for themfelves; The
moft gracious God, whofe nature is to be libe-
ral, will not only conduct us in our Pilgrimage
here, but hereaéer allot us eternal Manfions,
full of quiet and pleafant repofe,when our dayes
{hall be accomplifhed in this lower World, and
the diffolution of our bodies fhall put a peried
to the enjoyment of thofe pofleffions which we
Have yet the fruition of. Itwasalways,amongft
mankind, not only a piece of good Nature, but
Religion, to provide for, and proteét, to the ut-
moft of their power, him whom cheir Fawu;
: - an

T M, W
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and Hofpitality, adngicted as a guelt into. their
houfes : Hence was 1., that the old man of G-
Leah, when he had received the travelling Levite
into his houfe, at fuch a time as the whole Town
were inhofpitable, and the Hectoring Blades of
the Sons of Belial, had a refolution te break the
Sacred Bonds, not only of Hofpicality, but Cha-
ftity too ; and tothatend, befet the houfe, cry-
ing out with a largeand common throat, Bring

forth the man that came into thine houfe , that we may

know him : _ offering not ‘only violence to their
neighbour, and to one, whofe Funétion, being
Sacred, might have been his protection, efpecial-
ly when he was a {tranger too; but to the natu-
ral propenfity, and Laws of mankind : -yetthe
good old man quickly reprehended ﬁlcg rude
violence , though with Rhetorick that might
have foftned the moft uncultivated Clowns, or
any except {uch Mifcreants as thefe: Nay, my.
bretbren, ({ayeshe, ver.23.) nay, I pray you do
not [o wickedly : And he draws his.AngimEnt from

. the common right and Laws of hofpitality ; See-

ing this man is come into mine houfe, donot ths folly.
Now this is not the only reafon to_preferve the
rights of hofpitality facred ; But the great God
(whom all mankind have caule to fear) was
not only angry at. their rudenefs and incivility 5
but uteerly diflatished with , and’ refolved to

punifh
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punifh the crimes both of sheir defire and aéi-
on : And this appears in the fucceeding punifhi- -
ment: Forthough the merits of the caufe are
exhibited tous ( Pudges 19.) yet it is apparent,
in the next Chapter, that although the body of
the Ifraelites loft forty thoufand in two Bat-
tels ; the Benjamites had their Cities reduced to
afhes, and their Beafts and Men {mitten with
the Sword, and only {ix hundred efcaped this pu-
nifhment, like Job’s meflfengers, that the diflike
of fuch crimes might be continued to pofterity.
Nor is this example only upon record to en-
courage hofpitality, and deterr men from aing
contrary to the Laws of it; But there are alfo
more eatly patterns of this Vertue, and great
advantages that did attend it.  dbrabam exerci-
fing hofpitality to ftrangers, had the honour to
entertain three Angels ; and not only fo, butat
the fame time, he had the affurance of 2 moft
gracious Promife, that a Son fhould yet (pring
from the barren Womb, inwhom all the Nations of
the earth fhould be bleffed , (Gen, 18.).  His
Kinfinan Lot alfo, becaufe Generofity then, as
it does often now, ran in a blood, was honou-
red with two Angels for his guefls, in the very
next Chapter: And though the wickednefs of
the Sodomites feemed to blemifh and {poil the
Feaft, incaufing this Entertainment te be Tra-
gical.

e

e
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aical to themfelves; yet hofpitable Lot was car-
.ried from the devouritg flames,  and plucked as
a Brand, ouc of this dreadful fire, that reduced
the whole City into afhes : Now left any nar-
row and griping Precifian {hould banifh tz:e ex-
cellent ufe of holpitality, becaufe the genero-
fity of fome may be abufed to the debauchery
of others, (as fome perfons have an excelleme
Talent to inveigh againft the abufes, nay, the
very ufe of things, which, if allowed, muft
{ometimes prove chargeable to themfelves ):
Left fuch, 1fay, fhould too much ftraiten the
Vertue of hofpitality, asa thing too loofe for a
Gofpel Difpenfation, and not agreeable to Spi-
ritual difpoficions , that muft be fed with a
thinner diet; Thofe two examples, juft now
ferched out of the Old Teftament, are placed in
the New, to encourage that hofpitalicy which
its Precepts do enjoyn :  Be not forgerful to enter-
tain flrangers, ({ayesthe Author tothe Hebrews)
ﬁnr tbereﬁy ﬁ:me bave entertained A’Hcgefs unawares.
Nor is this a duty commanded only to the Cler-
ay under the New Teftament, from whom men
are frequendy fo unjult, as to expedt much,
where lefs is given ; But all other perfons as
well asthefe are commanded to be given to he-
[pitality, even all the houfhold and family of
the faithful: And therefore S. Panl exhorts all

( Rom.
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(Rom. 12, 13.) todiftributeto the necefJitics of the
Saints, and to be given te hofpitalicy. And S. Peter
alfo backs him in this; by advifing men to /e
bofpitality one to another, without grudging ; And as
every man hath recetved the gift , ( his proportion
of outward and worldly bleffings ) fo minifter the
Jame one to another, as good [lewards of the manifold
graceof God, ( 1 Pet. 4.9,10.). Nay, there are
not only Precepts to command, and Motives
to encourage to this duty in the New Tefta-
ment, -but Examples too, could I fpare {fo much
time on this Head, to produce them. What
{hould I tell you of devour Lydia’s en-
tertainment of S.Panl, and thole that accom-
panyed him? (A4éks 16. 15.) of that fplendid
Marriage Fealt in (ana of Galilee, at which the
Mother of our Lord, our Saviour himfelf, and
his Difciples, were fo plentifully, nay, abun-
dantly treated : ( Jobn 2.) Of that Parabolical
Supper, in the Qofpel, where the Poor, and the
maimed, the halt, and the blind were entertain-
ed; ( Luke 14.) Nor can I ftay now to en-
large upon the hofpitality of Publius exercifed to
S. Paul and his Ships Crue, on the Ifland of
Melita in the Lybian Sea, when they had f{uffeted
- -a dangerous Shipwrack in a Storm ; nor on the
common Barbarians kindnels and entertainment,

(A5 28.).  Let the Old Germans {hame our
D licele
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litcle, narrow, {yftematical men, and all inho-
{pitable tempers in thé World : Of whom, Ta-
citts gives this commendation ; That conviéibus
&~ hofpitiis non alia gens effufins indulget ; WNo Na-
tion was more free and generous in their enter-
tainments : Quemcung; mortaliim arcere te€tonefus
habetur ; pro- fortuna quifque apparatis epults exci-
pit.  Theywere almoft prodigal in their hofpi-
taliy : "Twas a crime, a wickednefs beyond-
pardon, to bid any one te 'depart out of their
houfes; and every one entertained fuitable to.
his Fortune : Strangers were welcome, as well
as Friends, to the Tables and Beds of the hofpi-
table man.” Amongft the Lucani, who dweltin.
Taly, it was a ftanding Law, thatif a Stranger;
came about Sunfet to any ones houfe,to defire
thelter, and the Mafter would not permit him-
to be received, he was prefently to be fined and -
punithed, asa cruel and inhofpitable man ; Mud-
Etetur ({ayes my Author) & panas Iuat inbofpi-
talitatis. How fplendid and glorious were fuch
Laws, and a decent and well guarded deport-
ment, {uitable to them, in comparifon to fome
girdled, and ftrait wafted, people among our-
{elves; when, with them, a man may fooner.
break his Neck, than hisFaft ; who fhake their
heads at the name of any old obfervation, and
yet athome keep an everlafting Lent 2 Bt a}as §
uch
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{uch men, what ever morsification they pretend,
are fo far off from the principles of Religion,

that they are not arrived at good: manners, pre=

tending Temperance, and Abftinence , and the
frequent abufes of open hofpitality, to hide their
Avarice, under the Mantle of Vertue, and 2
more ftrié Sobriety : And yet all this while
chere are none more frequent guefts to ather
men, than fuch as are averle to tolerable en-
rertainments at their own houfes : But when
they are guilty of a forced rape upon their com-
mon inclinations, and honousr caufes covetoul-
nefs to bleed, they give the entertained a Meal,
only that they may xun the Spit into their Bel-
lies: and like one fort of cruel Heathens, facri-
fice their guefts to their Diana : Alas | how
many Treats are made in the World , - up-
on . the fole defign. of, preying on the en:
rextained,. filling their Bellies.,. ,that they may
empty their Purfes 5 and laying them. to
{leep, that they may pick their Pockets.,
or. elfe rob them. of thei principles of Honglty
ot Religion 1\ Nay, too. often, men, under the
guife of hopitality, defraud others of their ho-
nourand reputation, factificing the. good: name
of a prefent guelt; to thofe.gods of the World,
that. may.facceed them. in the next entertains
ment , to whom, greatet interelt commands
D2 greatet




B A Spitt'E’Sermam

areater oblations, whilff they {port together with
blemifhing the Fame of‘an abfent Acquaintance:
Though by fuchtreachery, among good men,
we {poil our entertainments , and with the Sa-
crifice of our Guefts, we confume our Honour
and our Honefty too.  Yer the faule muft not
alwayes lye at the door of him who is given
to hofpitality , but fometimes the gueft may
{poil the entertainment, notonlyby a tatling
humour, and a cenforious branding ; nay, rip-
ping up the bowels, and unveiling the faults of
fuch acquaintance , as are common to beth ;
But he may offer injury to the hofpitable man,
and difcourage him in the exercife of this gene-
rousduty, which cements men together by love
and friendfhip, and relieves thofe that are in
want and mifery : And thisis done by unfea-
{onable approaches, or being ever-curious in
queftions and enquiries, or garrulous and pra-
ting in other places, of what pafled at the laft
entertainment.  Antonius Pins asking one, Where
he had thofe Porphyry Pillars 2 he prefently re-
lyed, with fome {martnels, In alienis edibus ¢o*
mutum, <~ furdum, effe decet 5 Under anothers roof,
it is decent to be both deaf and-dumb.  But not-
withftanding-all this, the accidental abufes of 2.
generous holpitality, muft net- difcourage-the
praétice of {o laudable a Vertue; bue we muf¥,



A Spittﬁf%erma{;.

e

i R A ———

accordmg to our ﬁatmnsa d abilities, cheetfully
receive, civilly entertain,’ and cm}rteouﬂy dif:
mifs thol?:, whom a folemn invitation, 2 corn-
mon accident, or an urging nf:ceﬁity} makes
our guefts ; according te that of the Antient

Poet,

Xpn Eavoy mupeoyaes QiAévy EDFAorTR S8 MEUTEY..

And now [ might, juftly, take occafion to in-
veigh againft thole Greatand Rich men in the
World, that have fhrivel’d Hearts and fwoln
Purfes, who are {o far from being hof] pntabla to.
others, that they are narrow and unjuft to their
Fa.mlhes and themfelves,  But asIam not wil-
ling tooffend the Gentile, {o T am loth to upbraid
the veryJew.  And therefore [ come ‘to my [e-
cond Head under which, we may fow their:ed?
of Ch'tn ty, ina bounteous liberality to 'thofe
whom Providence caufes to live upon that pro-
vifion, which the Almighty Lord of the whole
World, demands as 2 Quit-rent, from thofe, to
whom he has granted an Eftate, it bemg hls pe-
culiar referve and portion.

Now becaufe the earthy gifts- of this World,
cannot immediately reach Heaven, though we
raife never fo ‘much duft with them (for our
 goodpefs extends not to God, Pfali16. 2. ) Theglo-

110US:
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riovs King of the whote World receives not thefe
referved Rents himfelf ; which our Blefied: Sa-
viour plainly intimates, upon previfion of his
Adcenfion into Heaven (fobn12.8.) The poor
ye have alwayes with you ; but me you have not .al-
wayes.  Therefore this Vertue of Liberality,
commanded by him who isliberal to usall, is
pradtifed, by being generous and free ro thofe
necefficous perfons among our {elves,from whom
we may expect no other returns than gratitude,
and ingenuity ; - Parum tribuere ut accipias,magss e-
natio appellanda quam donatioy. fays Sc. Ferom ; To be-
Jtow a [mall Beon (or a-great one either) ‘that we
may receiVe again, is. rather-a Sale than a Gift.. There-
fore the liberal man flies highery and will : not
{toop his Ghasity.to fuch mean defighs ; nor.will
he let his benevolence ta Hite :» And as he does
not thus bait his. Hook, to catch Fifh with Mo-
ney in thewr mouths ;. o neither does he adven-
ture his bountiful difperfions,that hisreturns may
be popularity and fame ; though this will always
be an drtendant::-Becanfe they,are too mean
Confequenecs of -Liberality, to be. its ultimate
fcope and end : Hence is-that Satyrical Decla-
miation of our Saviour againft that old Pharifai-
cal Oftentarions where they blew: their Trum-
pets when they: gave their, Alms; and. deemed
cheis Gifts ik beftowed if cheir Charity. were not

~ publi-
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publilhed to the World : If feems Glory and Re-
nown was the great gaiit whichthefe narrow
foul’d Creatures fought for, and defigned this
thin and aiery purchace when they gave anAlms;
Therefore the great Lord of the whole Harveft

injoins Chriftians to be rather fecret in“their Dif-

- pofals;, andthatthey thould befo far from boaft-
ing of their Charity, and noifing it-abroad a-

mong other men, that (if "twere poffible) they
fhould not mind it themfélves; nor ' the left-

hand know what the righthand did/(Math.6.47)
Sencca, alfo, who is an excellent Moralift, to
fay no more, (in his 7th. Book de beneficiis, cap.
22.) perfwades the Donor to forger his gife,
left he thould be tempted to' boaft and pablith
it 2- And he farther refle&son thofe men Qs be-
neficigm,’ quod . dederunt, -omitbus - cirenlis narvant :
Thatproclatm their-Charity oh.the Sf:ggf-_ s-and 1w all
Societies: ‘brag 'of - ‘their-- Liberality." That -grave
Check which Solomon gives tovain-gloriousMen,
may, ' inthis, gag our Months tn-’Elenoe {Prov.
a7, 2. Let another man ‘praife thee, and not-thine
ein Lips : ' For, to publifh'our own vertue,is to
become anHerauld to our felves ; and vainly to
affume the Enfignes of Hononr without authori
ty from thofe in whofe power isthe right tocon-
fer them: ‘Nay, at the fame time, when we
boaft our Liberality, we detract from our repu-

- tation
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tation.and bouaty t00, and blazoning our acti-

ons the wrong way we flhiadow and difgrace

them. Our Saviousy therefore, when he had
exercifed that work of Charity and Mercy in
curing the Leper, (Luke 5. 13.) he ftrictly char-
ges him to tell noMan.  Thecafe is the fame
;n Alms and Bounty ; endeavouring to be po-
pular by Oltentation, not only lofes the excel-
lence of the gift, and the reward from Heaven ;
but the publick fame which is this way fought,
we defeatour felves of by the manner of cons
veyance. For he who publifhes his own Charity,
does not only render himfelf ridiculous, butof-
tentimes -upbraids the Receiver, turning his
kindnefs intoran enfnaring Cruelty, and makes
Encmies inftead of Friends: Nay, thofe gifts
ate juftly to be fufpected as defigns and traps,
that. come from {uch upbraiding Adverfaries,
Hence has it been a trite Obfervation, by its
age and ufe turned into a Proverb, &xfedy den
adwez o The Prefents of Enemies, are none at all ;
which wife Solomon plainly confirms(®Pro.27.6.) ;
Jiaithful are. the wounds of a Friend, but the kiffes of
an Ememy are decestful. It is no fmall acceffion to
the Bounty of Heaven, that all its gifts are free-
ly beftowed ; without an expectation of other
returns than due graticude from the Receivers ;

And though the Supream Being beftows liberal-
ly,
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ly, henever upbraidsthofs on whom he confers
his Bleflings: (Fam. 1. §.) So is it with the
truly liberal man, who s the Stamp of God
upon him; he is fo generous in his Difpofals,
the exercife of his vertue, that as he contemns
thofe pitiful and mean defigns to make his gifts -
become nets to draw worldly advantagesto him-
{elf ; So doesheas much abhor to betray men
by {uch Hypocritical methods : He mixes no
poyfon in that Cup with which he willingly re-
frefhes a thirfty Traveller, nor is his compaffion
a fair Prologue to any Tragical execution of his
Gueft, nor does he exprefs his kindnefs to ano-
ther to gain the fairer opportunity to expofe
him: And, indeed, Bounty and Liberality
have not their accents of honour given them fo
much from the greatnefs of their gifts, as they
are raifed from the mind and affection of the
Donor ; One Oblation, therefore, readily ten-
dred upon a low Alear from a willing miad, is
better than a conftrained Hecatomb : Multo gratins
Venit . quod facili, quam quod plena, many, datur :
That gift, though init felf mean, which is eafily ob-
tained, 15 much more acceptable than that which is ex-
torted by much importunity, though the hand ke full
_which at laft cmveysit.  He that beftowsa Charis
table gift as great and large as the Language that

defcribes it, if'it be not without many doubts
' E and
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and fhrugs, and fuch groaning Circumftances
as proclaim inquietudg, and unwillingnefs with-
in him, Ambitioni dedity nonmibi, {ays Seneca: He

gave not to me, but to his own Ambition 5 And in-

deed hethat gives a little with 2 willing mind,
ismore to be regarded than he that is {crued o
a larger Bounty, and muft have an engine to
untie his Purfe. For as au spiugm, the riches
of the World are the Materials to fet up the Li-
beral man, {othe charity of the perfon is not al-
together to be meafured by the dimenfions of
the gift, bucby the mind and ability of the Be-
{tower : Dabo egenti, fed ut ipfe non egeam ; (lays
the Moralift) Sic fuccurram perituro, fedut ipfe non
percam: I will give to the neceffitous, fo as not to
bring Poverty to my [elf ; and I will fo relieve him
whofe mifery forces bim to petition for redrefs, that T
may not throw my ﬁ?if into the pity and cumPa]ﬁnn .:'f
others: Therefore the Liberal man, whom pru-
dence muft guard, is not fo prodigal of his
Bounty, but that he will referve a Subfiftence
tor his Family ; . nor will he be {0 narrow and re-
ftrain’d, but that according to his Proportions he
will be the author of goodto others.. So that
as our income fhould be the meafure of our Dif-
burfments, and our Charity muft not exceed
the proportion of our Receipts; yet we ought
not to plead a needlefls povercy'when fir Ob-

jects



A Spittle & rnon. 2

je&ks implore our relief. £or as 2 profufe Pro-
digality is frequently forced to fthed tears ar its
own Funeral; So a griping avarice is often an
invitation to Birds of Prey that follow the
{treams of a loathfom Carkafs; It executes its
Mafter by his own aufterity, and then buries it
{elf with him, and all that it has done for him,
was only to help him buy Mourning for himfelf,
that he may be accompanied to his Grave with
a larger Pomp, and more {umptuous Solemnity.
But he that obferves the due mean betwixt thefe
two oppofite extreams, and weighs his Bounty
by his Pofleffions, is not only ble(s’d in his life,
lamented at his death, and entails {miles and
kindnefs on his Pofterity ; But he conveys to
them, together with his eftate, the juft merit of
all his Liberality, and the honour and reputation
ofhis {urviving memory. So that now we may
eafily perceive the rule according to which our
Charity is to be extended, by exercifing Libera-
lity according to proportion : He that has buta
{maller overplus, may be as bountiful ashe that
wallows in golden duft, and glitcers with Indian
fands about him. = Sereca thatgreat, and almoft
Evangelical, author, in his fitft Book de beneficiis,
ch. the eighth, gives us a famous inftance of this :
‘When many of Socrates’s' Scholars brought him
Prefents in proportion to their Wealch ;. E/chines
Rl £ 2 . ones
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one of his poor Audicors approach’d him, and
told Secrates that he duld find nothing worthy
of him, which he might prefume to give 5 And,
by this fays he, Tknow thatIam poor. I pre-
fentyou, therefore, with what is only properly
mine, and that’smy felf; and how [K:nder {oe-
ver the gift may appear, I humbly beg that you
would receive it kindly, upon this Confidera-
tion ; Thatothers, whilft they have {o plenti-
fully rewarded your careand pains,have enough
left, nay more than they beftowed. To whom
Socrates prefently replyed, Haft thou not pre-
fented me with a great gifc? Unlefs, perhaps,
thou accounteft thy felf little : I'will take all the
care 1 can to return thee better than I received
thee : Which the Moralift applies to confirm the
Argument he istreating of, viz. ‘That the mea-
fure of Liberality is the largenefs of the mind
rather than the greatnels of a gift: And there-
fore he concludes with this Inference; Wicit
Efchines, hoc munere, Alcibiadis parem divitiis ani-
mim, € omnism juvenum opulentorum munificentiam.
ZE[clines, by this noble Donation of himfelf;
when he had nothing elfe to give his Inftrucor,
overcamie the greatnefs of Aleibiades’s mind, al-
though it was proportionable to his Riches, and:
out-Thined the moft glorious munificence in that
rich- Auditory.  But fince, an example more

dll=
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authentick to us, becaufe more facred, isready
at hand, that may, at orfce, extend the pratice

of this virtue to thofe ot the meaner and more

inferiour fize, and argue our Charity to be then
moft acceptable unto God when 1t bearsan equal
proportion to our Riches; I {hall prefent it to
you, that it may be apparent that the Gofpel
does not cut Morality fhorter, but extends it to
its juft length and meafure.  When our Saviour
faw therich men caftingtheir voluncaryOblations
into the Treafury of the Temple; he perceived
a poor cr_e@ng- Widow cafting in two Mites :
Wpon which he faid, (to record it to pofterity)
Of atruth, this poor Widow bath caft in more than they
all : For all thefe have, ont of their abundance, caftin
unto the Offerings of God 5 But [he, out of ber Penn-
7y, bath caft in dll thelivmg that fbe bas. (Luke 2 1.
I, 3. &%) So that to be liberal in fowing our
feed of Charity, istobe frank upon all juft oc-

cafions offered, in a crue diftribution according

to the proportion of our Wealth, and the Cir-
cumftances attending our Eftates and-Families.
And now every one beft knows his Mind, ‘and
his Eftate, and the Freedom or narrownefs of

our own Charity, together with our deliberate
apprehenfions of the neceffities or merits of thofe
that would receive ; We have heard Injunctions.

and Examples from the Law, together ‘with

Pre-
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Precepts, and practiceinder the Gofpel; andI
muft leave to the Religion and Prudence of all
to .mecafure the propotcion and allotments of
their gifts, {uitable to their Wealth, together
with the Obje&ts and defigns of their Libe-
rality, _

~And proceed to the laft general way in which
men may fow the feed of their Charity, morning
or-cvening, at every {cafonable and fitting op-
portunity, accordingly as Obje&s prefent them-
felves : And this is called Munificence, or Mag-
nificence, and by the Grecks peraralowiéiwea, or
weparodueia. This advances Bounty and Liberality
higher in its charge, and {catters with 2 full and
larger hawd ; Yer the Reward hereatter will in-
finitely exceed the greateft weight of our Ex-
pences, even in this. Now this concerns the
great and mighty men of the World, which a
little Wealth cannot accomplifh, and therefore
it isan beight of Charity, that God ‘and Man
can,only expect from thole to whom the Hea-
vens have {howred down larger allowances, and
the Earth and Sea have clubb’d together to make
rich. Thehofpitable and the liberal perfon re-
lieve only {udden neceflities, and grant {upplies
for prefent wants ; But the Munificent man lays
Foundations and erets Buildings for future ages,
and charitably entails an Eftate on fuch as are

Heirs
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Heirsto very little, or ffone themfelves: And
by fuch great attions, fplendid and renowned,
they ereét large Monumc®ats to themfelves, raifc
Pitlars to their Immortal fame, on which are
engravened the great Characters of Charity and
Munificence, not enly for the prefent age to
read, but for Pofterity to gaze, and comment
on: From hence proceeded our publick Build-
ings, together with their endowments, that are
not confined to fingle Objeé&ts, where the me-
mory of the gift does not die with the firft Re-
ceiver, but endures as long as Succeffion lafts,
and is continued to many future ages, fince it is
not written in Duft but Marble, the very ruines
of which, if by any iniquity ot unfortunate
mifhap they are demolifhed, will remain in the
Memories of fome men as long as the Annals
of time fhall laft till they become as old as Hi-
ftory: Hence came our Magnificent Buildings,
our' Churches, Colledges, Hofpitals, and the
like things that are the glory of a Land; which
Domefticksenjoy, and Foreigners ftand amazed
at, whilft they ‘make narrow Infpe&ions into
them, andicarry reportsinto their own Coun-
treys,that the Examples may be entered amongt
the Records of ‘time. - From hence proceed our:
publick Revenues that enrich thog Buildings
which are_an Ornament to themfelves; fo thas

" A they
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they become open Attgtationsto che great,tran-
{cendent, and infinite glory of the Supream God
whom we pretend to v%br[hip ; are Seminaries,
and publick Schools of Literature, ora lafting,
and perpetual, relief to the Poor; They pro-
claim the Religion, and Charity of Nations,
and are acceptable toall that {ee,or know, them.
Thefe Munificent gifts have been {o common
in former days, that they, almoft, feem need-
lefs in our own. So that Charity, which then
rania one ftream, has been forced, by Laws,
todivert intodivers; and yet Chanels are open-
ed for more., . So that, although, in fPome
times, the fence of Mens Confciences may be
more affe&ted with thefe things ; and they, whe
receive more than ordinary influence from ‘the
Heavens, are {o fpurr’d forward to Gratitude -
and returns, that their inward {hame may forci-
bly provoke them to publick 2&ts of Benevo-
lence and Bounty ¢ Yet the reafon, when time
draws men towards the dregs and bottom of the
World, why theygrow mere contra&ted and pe-
nurious, isnot becaufe we have fewer Objeds,
or lels Argumentsto prevail for ourMunificence,
but becaufe mens Hearts. and Confciences
are narrowed, being heated and fcorched ano-
ther way, theyare l%runk-_tb this; and, bya long
and continued ' time of tendernefs, they now

oTOW
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grow hard and brawny : .Or elfe becaufe their
Iniquities abound fo that te Charity of many is
waxen cold, and fafhiondble Vices become fo
numerous, thatthey are alfo very chargeable to
maintain.  For though it cannot but be appa-
rent to the World that, in this great and renown-
ed City, many famous and publick Buildings
have, like the Phanix, arifen out of afhes, and
the Charity of well-difpofed perfons has been
{ent abroad to both Univerfities, and to other
Publick Places of the Land : Yet the increafe of
Wealth muft alwayes be an argument to enlarge
our Bounty, f{ince the Neceflicous will continue
to be more numerous, than the Rich : And
{hould we take a view of the large and ftately
Structure of Solomon’s Temple under the Law,
- and thereby meafure the enlarged hearts of the
Profeflors of that antiquated Religion by thofe
many great and {plendid gifts that were amafs'd
together to compleat the building, and the rich
Ucenfils that were contained in it; we muft pre-

fently vilifieand explode our felves, in the fame

Periods in which we magnifie and extol them :
There are two Churches that yet lie wafte in this
City, which Chriftian men of ingenuity and
Purfe, methinks, fhould have fome regard to;
(And this I {peak with the more confidence, be-
caufe I haye no Free-hold in either );the one bears
the name of Chrift, the great Saviour and Redee:

kF mer
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mer of the World ( to which two of your Ho-
fpitals are fpecially rélated : The other that of
the moft famous S. Paul, who, being his extra-
ordinary Apoftle , became the Teacher and
Doéor of the Gentiles ; the pofterity of whom
we cannot deny our felves to be; unlefs we had
rather be accounted Jews.  The building thefe,
which are now the blemifh; would mightily ad-
vance the ornament,of this City ; and far exceed
theglory of all the largeft Inferiptions, and heighth
of 2 Monument. ‘But alas! T am too mean
to dire& : However, I wifh I had time e-
nough to epitomize Examples of the great
Bounty of the Primitive, and moft refined,
Chriftians, in works of Piety and enlarged
Charity 5 although they were harafled with
Tryals and Afflitions, yet they liberally difper-
fed, what the rage of their adverfaries permit-
ted them to enjoy : TheRichand the Poor (the
hard feafon then requiring it ) threw allinto a
common bag, laying it at the Apoftles feet; and
rather became Obje&s of their own Charity,than
others thould want fuftenance and relief:  And,
afterwards, when the Sun fhined more favoura-
bly on them, they f(cattered their Bounty, as he
did his Rayes; In the morning they fowed their feed,
and i the evening they withbeld not their hands; know-
ing that in proportion to their feed, {o would the
increale of their harveft be, But alas! this would
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be too large a task for me®to accomplith, and too
much for you to hearat ghee : Nay, a Breviary of
their pious and charitable works, might feem only
to enlarge our arraignment, and upbraid our neg-
leGs. Let us alitcle confider the frefh charity of
later Ages, efpecially that which I am bound to
recommend, and that fhall be all thacl will trou-
ble you with upon this laft Head : And here you
muit underftand the charitable , and encreafing
Fund, by the largenefs of the Disbur{ement, which
will appear by this True Report, &c.

All that I need to note from hence is, what is
remark’d in the Report it felf,that the difproportion
betwixt the Revenue and the Disburfements, is an
argument to engage the direction of mens Charity
to thefe moft Chriftian and Compaffionate Foun-
dations. And now I have nothing elfe remaining,
but to exhort you ( according to your abilities ) to
be followers of the beft and moft charitable ex-
amples : And, in this, I muft crave leave to beg 2
rais’d actention, (though it has been already fufhci-
entlytited ) becaufe time commands me to crowd
my materials into a narrow room; and only to
rention thofe Heads that might be enlarged o fill
a Volume. Charity is fo great, and fuch a {preading
duty,that it makes men to be likeGod him{elf,who
canfes his Sun to [bine,and ftrains his refrehing fhow-
ers through the Clouds, bothupon the juft and the ur-
 juft; who giveth liberally, and upbraids not the re-
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wceiver. It imitates the gzeatr Saviour of the World,
‘whofe Charity to men,’was that which brought
him down from Heaven, and was the motive that
caufed him to mediate betwixt God and man, that
a whole Species might not be eternally ruined.
This caufed him to preach his Doétrine on the
earth, to go about doing good, and to endure his Tra-
gical Torturesand Death. It treads in the fteps of
the holy Spiric of God, who diffufes therayes of
glorious light, and fheds his influence on all that
are qualified to receive it.  Charity 1s an eternal
Vertue, venerable, not only for its excellence, but
itsage: For as God was fromall eternity good, fo
will he remain beyond all periods : And, as this
i1s 2 Vertue communicated to men, in which he de-
lighteth, they fhall carry it with them into the
moft lofty Regions, when they fhall be for ever
with the Lord ; when Faith {hall be fwallowed-up
in Vifion and Prolpeét, and Hope in an everlafting
Fruition.  "Tis the only way that we have here,
by which, m kind, we are able to make returns to
Almighty God for thofe outward advantages we
veceive from him : For our works of Charity, tho’
done in obedience to his Commands, cannotim-
mediately reach him; no more than bodily and
corruptible things can directly affelt, and increafe,
the welfare of that which is immaterial and incor-
ruptible :  And therefore owr goodnefs ( fayes the
©falmift ) -extendeth not tohim ; but to the Saints which
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are on.the earth. And as tﬁe have it in the Book of 70b ;
(Can aman be profitable to God, as he that is wife,may be pro-
fitable to bimfelf2 No certainly: Therefore Charity that
redounds to the relief of others, does, in theend, re-
turn upon our felves : And therefore it is 2 meansto
encreale our Eftates, and by this the only Objection
againft it muft vanifh : For, fayes the Author of my
Text, Caft thy bread upon the waters, and thou fhalt find 1t
after many dayes. Hence is it, that men are enjoyned,
in the Law of Mofes , that they fhould give to the
Poor, without any internal regret, Becaufe ( {ayes the
Text ) for this thing the Lord thy God fhall ble[s thee in all
thy works, and in all that thou putteft thine hand unto (Deut.
15.10.). And this promile, after full experience,
is repeated and attefted by Solomon in his Proverbs, The
liberal foul [ball be made fat 5 and be that watereth fhall be
watered alfo himfelf. e that giveth to the poor, [hall not
lack 5 but be that bideth bis eyes, [ball have many a curfe. |
And, fince my hand is in rake that alfo,(Prov.19.17.)
He that bath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and
that which be hath grven,will be pay again. Hence are Alims
compared to Seed, in my Text, which, being fowed,
increafe and multiply. And this, however it may be
beyond the view of fome covetous men, that never
were yet generous enough, to adventure. the experi-
ment: YetS. Panl; upon the foundation of {uch Pro- .
mifes, encourageth the Charity of the Corinthians, and -
prayes for their increafe upon the account. of their
difperfion ; Now bethat admmiftreth [eed tothe [ower both
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minifter bread for your food, andmultiply your [eed fown, and
mcreafe the fruits of your righteoufnefs (2 Cor. 9. 10. ).
Nay,if we defire Heaven and the Joyesabove, when
death fhall deprive us of our beings here,Charity and
Alms are 2 method to obtain them ; For though this
way we fhould diminifh ourtreafures on earth, yet
we lay them up in Heaven;and they are only Harbin-
gers, to fore-run our coming : Our Wealth is fent be-
tore hand,to furnith and prepare Manfions for us,and
the friends we have made by it whilft we were upon
the earth, have fent up their Petitions, in the hands of
our Mediator, that we may be received into everlaft-
ing habitations. And therefore, {ayes he, who has
the Keys of theKingdom ofHeaven,no lefs than thofe
of Death and Hell, Make to your felves friends of the Mam-
mon of unrighteoufnefs,(your decaying riches jthat when ye
fail, (i.e.) when yedye ) they may receive you into ever-
lafting habitations(Luke 16.9.). And what wonder can
this betous? When he that 1s the Supream Lord of
this Wotld, and has the fole difpofal of the next, ac:
cepts our Charity, as a Sacrifice of his own appoint-
ment ; that which refrefhes,and exceedingly delights,
him ( Heb.13.16.). Itis evenas the Incenfe of our
Prayers;it fends a fweet perfume through the Clouds,
rill it alcends before the Throne of God : And, there-
tore, fayes S. Paul vo Cornelius, Thy prayer is heard, and
thine Alms are had in remembrance inthe fight of God : (Afks
10.3 1.) The truth of which Do&rine he alfo confirms

to the Philtppians (chap.4.18.) Ihavereceived, fayshe,
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the gifts that were fent from yeu ; a Sacrifice acceptable, well
pleafingto God ; And as his defire, before, was to receive
their Charity,that fruit might abound to their own ac-
count ; {o it immediately follows, that God {hould
fupply all their need according to his riches in glory
by Jefus Chrift. Indeed the exercife of Charity to
thofe thatare in want, isan exemplification of that
rule of Juftice, given by our Saviour, to do to others
what we would they fhould do to us, if our circum-
ftances and conditions were exchanged ; arule fo ap-
plauded by the reafon of mankind, that no perfon of
fenfe can oppofe it :  Alexander Severus. fo highly va-
lued it, that he caufed it to be proclaimed by a com-
mon Cryer ; te be written on the Walls of his Palace,
and publick buildings, ( as Lampridius tells us in his
Life, cap.43.). To conclude, then,this fong Difcourfe
ina word; Weall profefs our felves to be Chriftians,
and we have plainly heard, that our Religion obliges
us to more efpecial aéts of Charity and Bounty ; and
this not only by peremptory Commands, but we
have Examples enough of it ; and all isattended with
Arguments and Motives fully fufficient to perfwade
to1t. And becaufe ours is, for the moft part, a {uf:
fering Religion, and "tis under God, the Goodnefs of
our Prince, and the Laws by which he ftill governs
us, and the Religion and Courage of his fubordinate
Magiftrates, that free us from icacthis time: yetno
man that is a true Profeflor of Chriftianicy, is able al-
wayes to fecure himfelf: Nor canany Enfuress in
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the World, give us fecurit};?F that we fhall not ftand
in need from others : Charity, therefore, to impoye-
rifhed perfons, that are modeft; and in diftrefs, will
be a probable fecurity rous for the fucure. Finally,
add roall thefe numerous,beggin Arguments, That
the great God , whom we W’Oﬂ%ip through Jefus
Chrift, has, by the publication of the moft glorious
Golpel, freed mankind from all thofe numerous and
chargeable Ceremonies, and Sacrifices, pretended to
be obligatory, either by Jews or Gentiles, which con-
fumed the Time and the Wealth of thofe which were
devoted to any Religion ; by this enabling us Chri-
ftians to be more_cxpenfive in our Charity and
Bounty; andthisis a return he expe&s from ‘us for
allour plenty that we do enjoy; and this he com-
mands, and requires of us, according to proportion
that fo we may have our more {piritual Sacrifices ac-
cepted by him through the beloved Jefus Chrift, the.
moft good, compaffionate ; and charitable man that
ever wWas here upon the earth; who being, alfo, God.
blefled for ever; To him, with the Father, and the
Holy Ghoft, let us render, as we ought to acknow-
ledge due, all poffible Praile, Adoration, and Obedi-

ence, now and ever. - .dmen,. .- _

% FINTS.



