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EPISTOLA DEDICATORIA.

decet , veneratione colunt ) Fundatoribus;
quod nullus, tante familic adfcitus , Li-
brum quemlibet in dias luminis oras effunde-
re aundeat , quem Przles, adplandentibus
fimul Cenforibus, indigniin prius non judi-
caverit , qiit dintins in Vefle Penermfibm
abditus late-et. -~ Et gravifsimo fane confi-
lio ; tametfi enim pancorum admodum , nutlo-
yum restins dixerim, nomina veftris adferibi
Tabulis folent , qui [olennia & Eruditionis
o ingenii fui [pecimina, el ﬁr:ﬁi&,w!mm
[l medicis , vel difputationibus , abftrufiora
circa Phyfices T heoremata, tn Comitiis /pubfi-..
ce habitis | prius non exhibuerint ; ideogue fit
[perandum, neminem ex 1is aut meditarurum,
aut in publicum daturum aliquid , quod aut
Philofophum recta ratione utentem, ant pitim
atque (briftiani o imbutwm non deceat : ve-
runtamen., cum quifgne ferme infatsantibus
pefsime iftins Sirentm, ouavrizs blanditits fit
niminin obnoxius, Scriptorimg plurimis inna-
tum it iftivfmodi vitium,quod [ui cerebri Mi-

nervas.
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mervas. flagrantins . quam modeflia ferat, -
ament 5 quid magis videatur confultum,
quam wt aninfcwjufque Collegarum  [eripta,
quam prelo Lypographico, prius fubjician-
tur examini eorum , quibus id muneris [oci-
orum fuffragiss demandatum ; quo /it perfpe-
Elum magts, an ex iss utilitatss aliquid Artium
Jetentiarumque latifundiss [uccrefcat, ¢* genti
Hippocraticee honorss ¢ Huic proinde majorum
Senatus-confulto, nedum Philofophice , ejufve
Jobolis Medicinz , aft etiam facris Religionss
Principiss quadantenns [artis tellifque confer-
vandu ( faltem quoad vefire Ditionis exten-
Jronem) utilsfiimo, liberrima voluntatis mese
S uyxamiad 1pfemet aérempemm; En, inmanus
tuas, Apollinez Artis infigne Deus ac Co..
lamen , hafce meas Philofophie Primitiag
trado : eo duntaxat nomine, quod fi oculatioy;
t40, quod mibi fit inflar omnium Judicio luggs
bujus ufura videantur digne, (o majori,advey.
Jusvirnlenta Semicriticorum Zoilﬂrf:unque
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EPISTOLA DEDICATORIA.
Svelyusla, Autloritate foras prodeant pramu-
nitee, ¢ Bonorum favori, pleniori cum gratia,
commendentur. Ceeteroqui , Jt vel verbulum in
eis ant [aniori Phyfiologie, aut Fidei Chriftia-
nee, aut bonis denique moribus diffonwm &* in-
congruum reperiatur : vel Tiness Blatrsfque
perrodendae mox exponantur; vel fato illi fubja-
ceant acerbifiimo , quod exufcitatum (mpis
Artibus ab Erichthone cadaverolim , ad ro-
gum quam citifsime reduxit, de quo tuyoiss ille

‘Poeta Lucanus,
Vadit defunétus ad ignes.

N on eft vero,quamobrem tam ir?'auﬂé omi-
ner. Omnes etenim,dum buncce Atheifmt Tu-
mulum effem meditatus,ingeniol mei nervos,
mediusfidins , eo femper intendebam ; ut reélo,

. €9 ﬁfij‘ gentinis filiis ab Matre Sanéla Eccle-
fra in Canonicts Anr.afﬁn}:m , Veritatis tramits
infifteremz ne ab opinione quavis infana,fplen-
didifsima tametft werifimilitudinis [pecie dar- |
wata, ant Mens , aut Calamus” wnguam wilibi

deflette-
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defletieretsr, falebrofa versis Hareleos, Er-

vorifve diverticula ; que omnia ( Cardio-
gnoften bumillime conteflor ab incunabulis
#fque ex animo faflidivs.

N ec ieo,ad lapfus nimis prono, unicé [u-
per bac e, confifus fum arbitrio: fed ¢ la-
bili minus quorundam etiam Theologorum,
mgento [upra vulgus literatorum multnm per-
Jpicaci, &~ quess nibil fit magis cordi quam fp-
Jamet veritas; quibus /fngn!;f hujufce Tratta-
tus Phyfico-theologici /chedulas, dum atra.-
mento [criptorio adbuc diffluerent , tradidi,
ferio ¢ fevere examinandas, imo Hbicung, iss
opus Vifum fuerit caftigandas.

Horum itag equabili judicio /i tuum etiam,
Eruditorum Dictator, omni ex parte confen-
ferit; Librum huncce, ter Jacrofanttifiime Di.-
vini Numinis, 2b execranda Atheorum impi.-
etate (tremendum cogitatu) palim impetite,
Majeftatis vindicem ; magno tuoe Nomini 4
me inferibi confecrarique patiatur , Candorem
tumwnr, coteras tuas virtutes mdiguague illu-

* [trantem,
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fhrantem , obnixé accum debita Dignitati tne

obfervantia rogo. Fabricaeft, cujus Fanda-
menta preeclarnm iftwd M athefeos lumen,
Cartsstum dico Ccni fi Fata diuturniorem
in terris indulfifient incolatum ; dubio procul,
tam din anxieque ab omnibus Sophiz cultori-

bus exoptatum , Phyfiologice [anioris compen-

" dinm Refp. Literarta ab tllo folo EXP?&#}]&I—',

imo forfan excepiffet)) non 1ka pridem in Me-
t;-*tph'}fl'icis_ﬁkfr M editationibus P{;Ju@/ﬁ; certe
vix me deceret pluribus tibi infinuare : quiom-
nia ejus (o~ perlufirafli yoluminay &, qued
Jolertifsimi pathognomonicon eft ingenii, perlu-
cidé jamdudum intellexifts nigmata. Fabri-
ca eff, cujus ftamina Lupovicus Vives,
Purcirpus Mornzus, Marmvus Mera
sEnNus , ¢ PeTRUS Gassenous (Hes
roes publico Humanze gentss commodo; {5*no-
biliorwm Difciplinarum icremento nati ) ex
denfifimis confertifSimifque fuis Japientie [yl
wis profiuenter nobis contulére. Fabrica;ut uno
ommia. abjolvam , chjus: confbruitionem epide

micus
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micus ferme feeleratifsimi bujus feculi Athe-
tfimus ab omni Erudito efflagitaffe videatur,
omnes apud reélos rerum aftimatores : (o
guam nulli , nift facrilegi Libertini noftri,
guos apud Dei, ¢ Religionis caufa Affertore
prorfus iﬁ:d{gmﬂ habetur , inutilem rmfa’:mi!

vel ﬁaper'l};zmnmm.
Memini, Vir Excellentifsime, te effe il-
lum, qui me, poft prematuram JerenifSimi met
guondam Domini, Carory, fere hujus Bri.-
tannie noftre N onarche, Apotheofin, non
limss &* invidie vipereo veneno turgentibus,
aft spfunsmet inflar (haritatis benigné riden-
tibus oculis afpexifts; in illuftrem Collegii ve-
Jiri Jocietatem invitafli [zpins ; tandemque,
quum inangurali meo munere defunttus effem,
candidé exporrettaque (quod aiunt) fronte ex-
cepifii. Deinceps vero, toties quoties Te, tan-
quam. LEfculapium redivivum , agrorum le-
vandorum ergo, adivis me, circa ftochafmum,
prognofin, medendi methodum prafidiorumg
materiam , Jat prolixe, de more meo, differen-
il - tem
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tem patienter & ftne maligno ifto medicaftrss
innato Contradicendi cacoethe audivifti ; ¢o»
ant meant, ubi rationi affentiret , comprobafts
Jententiam, aut rectiorem commonflrafli. Me-
mini etiam ( & magnuwm Hippocratis noftri
(Geninm femper babeam mibi iratum , fi tanti
beneficii fuero unguam oblitus)) quam paterno
amore me,epidemica [uperioris anni ‘Dyfenteria
- gravifiimé o tantim non lethaliter infetlum,
vifitafti; quanta induflria faluti mew invigila-
SH;quant admiranda tandem Arte(favente Ar-
chiatroCocletti Yanimam meam ab%fw Cha-
rontis cymbulareduxifti : ita ut digné canam,

Auxilits Prura ~, anima hac mori-
bunda revixit; |
Ut vigil,infusa Pallade,flamma folet.

Hec omnia manent alta mente repofta, nec
1 Mortis etiam erit tyrannide , viva infignis
tue me erga Humanitatis Charagmata, cordss
met meditullio profundifiime infculpta, %Eﬂf-—
tus deradere. Quid wverd retribuam tibi Fau-
tor
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tor Amplifsime , pro tot tantifgue favoribus,
prater Antmum (}rati{mﬁ#rij &5 Amoris Pz"e..
n%if}mm , 1g1070 prorfus : quem tibi wdyrus 1
inas addictum , pro confueta tua Benignitate
agnofcere digneris,etiam atqg etiam te obteflor.
Caterum ut mundo etiam univerfo clarius inno-
tefcat hrc meapistasEnyin ipfius teflimonium
levidenfe hoc woxwrewr tibi offerotor inter volu-
mina,quibus inflructifsimos habes Bibliothece
tuce forulos , firﬁ'rm vero claffe reponendum.
Reftant “adbuc mibi complurima, in grate
mentis wnpioews, infuper dicenda : fed Am-
phora jam exit,currente rota. Deum Orr,
Max. tibi longos,&s benefico [yderum afpeétu
profperos indulgeat annos , in Morborum fee-
cunda nims [obole, in Humani generis excidi-.
um, quotidie nafcentium exantlationem fuli-
cem , finmul ac Artwsnoftre compendinm 5 ex
animo precor.
1fi':5.¢'ﬂ'ﬂ.fa'zﬁc,':r.'r£, %) Lol oA QidmTe (,p?‘#fﬁ’.fo
Ex mufeo meo Londini,Kal Auguft, anno
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Advertafement
TO THE

READER.

W &= P Efore you fet foot within the
:45*;’ door of thiswaur Ehyfico. theo-
e\ fogicall Labyiinth (fo the feem-
2/ ingly intricate and dbitufe
=Y. method , wherein the Rowes
L = of ourown and others Cogi-
bations :are: herefet 5 may. watransyou, tocll
it) | providence enjoyn’s ; that: we: tender youd
Praparatory Advetifement of fomethings , whofe
pracognition is requifice,as'well (o your calm,
unprjudiciall and, fatisfadtory i Lefhe, dsoro
the: Pramwution of  this| wellcttended Birer
prife of our Pen, again(kbbatHithofe implacable,

though
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though always foyled Enemiesto learned Indu-
firy, impertinenc and parcel Contradiction ; and
malevolent Cenfure.

The Cardipall points, or Heads, under
whofe comprehenfion , All; whereof we hope
a pravious confideration, as your homely,
but wholefom Entertainment, during your
{hort Detention in this Portall, doth genuine-
1y and regularly fall; are onely thele Four:
viz. (1.) The Occafion and. Incitements to this
Exercfe, (2.) The Necefsity and Juftsfrcation of
Naturall Theology , in generall ; and of this
in particular , and therein principally of
the Demonftration of the Exiftence of God , by
beams uniyetfally deradiated from that Ca-
tholick (Griterion ; the Light of Nature: (3.) The
gratefull commemoration of thofe venera-
ble Authors | from whofe replenifh’c Trea-
{uries , the richeft Contributions  toward
this. Hofpitall for the cure of miferable Infidels,
were derived : (4.) Our due Confefsion of
thofe Defeffs and Impediments , which ren-
dred us infufficient to the worthy «Admni-
fration 'of a Province {o difficule, fo fublime,
fo facred ; {o diffufive. |
As




To the Reader.

As for the Fuft Przconfiderable | viz the
Occafion ; it is a Truth | not more deplorable,
then manifeft | thac this our Ifland , which
may juftly contend with moft parts of the
Earth | for the Priority of Converfion to
Chriftianifme | and might (Ah! that the righ-
teous Anger of Duovanity hath left us no other
Tenfe to fpeak in!) not many yeares fince,
have challenged the Garland from ' the whole,
for the orthodox, zealous , and fincere Pro-
fefiion thereof : hath of late produeed , and
doth at this unhappy day fofter more fivarms
of Atheifticall monflets (fuch at leaft , Whole
licentious Practifes , and infolent Diftour.
fes in Publick, do equally declare their wild
Ambition to be {o accounted ; as 1f the on-
ly way to acquire the reputation of being
Tianfcendent Wits , were to feem able, with
bold and fpecious Arguments , to impugne
the grcateff and moft facred Vertties ; nay
fuch, upen whofe Admifsion , the Cerritude
of all other Notions doth individually depend)
then any 4ge | then any Nation hath been infe-
fted withall Nor,indeed,can this Affertion found

harfh in the ears of any 2quitable perfon, who

a {hall




e

edAn Advertifement

{hall bur have obferved , that Religion (th:-‘;r.:aff
fpirits of all Commonweals , and the Sanétion
of all Human Laws) and the facred Authority

o of the Church (the onely Brafen Wall of defence

againt chofe Legions of Enors, and Ilufions,
which the common Adverfay of mankind,
by his fubtle workings upon the Decepeibulity
of our frail Nature , hath advanced) are both
(o fhatter'd and undermined by our Farall
Civill Warre ; that there yet remain many and
wide Breaches | at which whole Hoffs of the
moft execrable Herefies, blalphemous Bnthufi-
afms | nay even profest Atheifm have enter'd
upon us, without any confiderable Oppofiti-
o from thofe , who are , by the duty of
their Place and Funfhion | obliged to bee the
publick Champions of all facred Truths. This
when wee had frequently , and not without
due forrow confidered , and upona profound
and reicerated Examen of all thofe bloody
Sophifms , which are ufially urged by Ache-
ifts , to indubitate either the Exiftence of
God, or thofe his Two Cardinal Astributes,
the Creation of the Univerfe , and the conftant
Confervation and Moderation of the fame , by his
| Providence,
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Providence ; found them to be derived from
one of thofe two poyfonous Fountains ; ci-
ther that Fuman Affeétions are imagined to be
m God | or that man doth vamly ariogate [ great
Sagacity and perfeétion of Prudence to his owne
Minde , as be thereupon prafsmes to be able to com.
prebend what God can | and determine hat he ought
to do : we immediately dilcovered , that the
dire¢t wayto 2 full and durable Suluting of
them all | was onely to advertife men in the
generall, thac they ought to {peculate their
own Mindes , as Fmite fubflances | and the
Supreme Effence, as an Infinite | and therefore
Incomprebenfible one. For | this immenfe Dif-
proportion being once abftractedly cogitated
and in the clofeft preffures of Infidelity always
reflected upon : all thole Mounrainous Diffi-
culties , which feem to eclipfe the Light of Na-
ture, when converted roward Divimity | will
foon leflen | and vanifh | like rorid Clouds
before the Orient Sun.

The way toward the facile Redargution of
all, either downright , or oblique and in-
ferrible Atheifticall Mifapprebenfions | appearing
thus plain; the refentment of our puty, both

4 2 o
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to God , and our Fellwes in Humanity; to
God in the vindication of his injured Majefty,
to Man , inthe Reéification of perverted fudg-
ments | according to the capacity ef our Ta-
lent ; engaged us to acempt a fhort ngrcﬁé
therein. And to the incitement of this forci-
ble Mative we the more readily conformed
our Affent, becaule, having notlong before
propofed to our felves to erect an intire Fas

¢ brick of Phyficall Scence upon Principles which

feem to our judgement to be the moft folid
and permanent, becaule moft Demonftra-
ble, at leaft, moft Verilimilous, as to the
Salution of all Natures Phenomena ; and firmly
embraced that 4xiom of the Schoolmen, Nul-
la res , qualifcunque oft , intelligi poteft , mfi Dens
prisis antelligatur , that no one thing in Narure
can be known , unleffe the Authour of Na-
ture be firlt knowne : we conceived it not on-
ly no Apoftafie from our Firft Relolutions, but
a more opportune and advantageous profe.
cution of them , to beginne at the Demon-
{tration of the Exiftence: of the onely Per-
feét Ens , and fo many of his Proprieties
or Attributes | as relate to the Univerfe in
generall,
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generall | and Humane nature in fpeciall s and
this , as a Foundation, that muft net only fup-
pert, but ennoble and facilitate our future [
perfiructions. :

Nor could our often and penfive reflexions
upon the vaft Diffance betwixc the utmoft Ex.
tenfibility of eur Underflanding | and the lowef?
part of this the moft fublime and excellent Sub.
jeé# , aleer or refrack this our Determination : for,
to counterpoyfe that Difconragement,we remem-
bred, that to offend of Zeal | is more venial -
then to offend of Negle¢t.

Now, albeit this was the Series | or fubalter-
nate (yntax of our Thoughts | to which our pe
fgnation of this Work | as EhC‘I{JWER link , was
conneted ; yet dare we not fay, thar this
Argument was wholly of our own Bleétion -
for we havelong inclined to that opinion of
Socrates * , Eam mentem  Dit fingulis dant | t

*In Oatiog,

commpnes utilitates m medium afferant ;. Thateve. adrsit,

1y man’s Province is impoled upon him by
the tacite confignation of Providence prvine,
and that itis the {oft and fecrer Touch of that
Univerfall Spirit | which maintains the com-
mon Harmony of the World , that Times che

3 3 thoughts
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thoughts of every Individuall to this or that
particular key: and therefore apprehended i
as criminall | to flifle or extinguith thofe
[barks , which we could not but perceivero be
kindled , and glow within our brealt.
-Concerning the Second , viz. the Necefsity of
Naturall Theology, we are not fingular in our
perfuafion , that thefe two Pofitions, That there
i## a God, and that the Soul of man s a_fub-
flance perfectly diftinét from bis body, and endow-
ed With Immartality, by the Charter of its Effence;

+ are the Principall among thofe Perities , which §

are to be demonftrated by Philofopbers , ra-
ther then Divines. For, though to us whole
Mindes are deeply 'tmbucd with the facred tin.
&ure of Chriftianifme | it {ufficeth to affume
upon the evidence of meer Faith, that God
is, and that the Human Seule , being conftitu-
ted fuperior to Corruptibility, doth eternal-
ly furvive the Funerall of the Body : yer,
afluredly can the meer Natwall man , per-

el —— -

fifting in the ftate of Infidelity , never be ad- §

duced to embrace either any Religion, or any
Murall Virtue , unlefle both thofe Propofitions
fundamentall be firft evicted co him by Reafons
Apodt-
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Apodiétical , delumed from thar infallible Gri-
terion, the Light of Nature ; from whofe Judi-
cature there can be no appeal.

And, fince in this life of Senfuality | the
Encouragements and Invitations o vice , .
are both mere and ﬁrungcr, then thofe to |
virtse : moft certain it is , that very few men
would prefer the harth dictates ‘of Hope
My and Rickt - to thofe more complacent
ones of Pleafire and Profit . if they neither
feared the jult vindiGion of an All-obfervant
Deity, nor expedted a furure Subfiftence after
Death. Now , however it be indubitable ,
that the Exiftence of God ought firmly to
be beleeved , becaufe it is commonftrated
in Sacved Wiit; And, by converfion | thacSa-
cred Writ ought to be beleeved , becaufe 1
is deflumed from God : for, fince Fuirh is
the Gift of God, he that gives Grace fuffi.
cient for the flable Apprehenfion of other
things contained therein | can alfo give Grace
fufficient to the admifsion of his Exiftence: yet
cannot thiskind of Argumentation ; with pro-
bable hopes of his Conyicion , be propofed

to an Infidell, who looks upon Reafon onely,

a5
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* [ Dialeg.
cwns Tryphan,

as the chief inducement of Beleef: becaufe it
is a manifelt Circle, whofe parts reciprocal-
ly ;jepcnd upon each other for probation,
and therefore he may lawfully excepragainitic.

Again,as it is indifpenfably Ncr:r.ﬂ:q,in re-
(pect of Infidels ; fo is it not Wnmecefsary, in re-
{pect to Beleevers, to prove the Certitude of
thefe two main Pillars of all Religion, and
Morality : fince the Evidence of Reafon, fu-
perannexed to thac ot Faith, muft of necefsity
if not augment, yet Comroborate it ¢ and that
happy foul muft, doublefle, have much a clea-
rer perception of the Verity of [upernaturall Ob-

jeéts | who [peculates them both by the Light

of Nature, and of Grace.

And therefore , though we fhould be fo
largely Charitable, as to grant, that thercare
no Atheifts to be found among Chriftians:
which is more then the obfervation of the
good Juftn Martyr would give him leave to
allow , when he faid, dici - quedemn nonnullos
Chriftianos, efse vero nullius Numinis cultores * : and
that the Principles of Religion are fteadily
beleeved by All, who make an externall Pro-
fefsion of them : yet notwichftanding would

| {
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it not genuinely follow | that therefore it is a
Pleonafm , or Parergy to ratify thofe Principles
to Beleevers, by the concurrent Teftimony of
that Oracle | Reafon , to whofe Difkates all
Nations, all Ages , all Interefts have unani.
moully fubmitted ctheir Affent. For » 38 it
muft conduce tothe Iiformation of Unbeleevers -
Soallo, proportionately , to the Confrrmation
of Beleevers.

Thirdly , as it hath been the pofitive and
feded judgement of moft Divines | both Anci-
encand Recent, notonely that the Exiffence of
God may be demonftrated , or irrefiftibly en-
forced upon the moft praevaricate underftand-
ing , bythe preflure of Reafons purely Naturall,
but alfo, that the Cognition of the Non-princi-
piate and Self-dependent Being | is farre more
calily acquired | then the Cognition of any
Created Nature what(oever : infomuch as every
man brings into the world with him a certain
Proleptical | or anticipated Notion of the Deity,
indelebly imprefled upon the very fubftance of
his minde; but the Science of all other Entities
doth emerge from the Ideas of their natures,
Extiadvenient or Adventitions to the Cogmofcemt Fa-

b culty
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culty , by the mediacion of the Senfes : So alfo
was it the exprefle Aflertion of the wifeft of
men (Wifdom 13.9.8, 9.) and of the greateft of
Apoftles (Rom 1.v.20.) that the Creator was fo
vifibly reprefented in the mirrour of the Crea-
ture , as no excufe could remain to thofe unhap-
py Etbnicks , who making more then (uperfici-
all in{pecion into the one, did yet pracend an
Indifcovery of the other. Quid enim aliud confpi-
coim brijus mundi theatrum, quam amd eumeror s De-

' oprwaias, # Juyer Aoqnay Sifaangheior 2 AS that

not long fince Viall Library, Bifhop Prideanx

= (whofe memory , next that of our Royall Ma-

fter , is and fhall ever be the moft precious of.
all others, in our efteem : not onely in'relpect
of his infatiable native Capacity , ftupendious
Acquifitions, and ineftimable Benefits tothe
Republick of Learning ; but alfo of his fingu-
lar Favours to us in particular) hathin 2 mag-
nificent elegance exprefled , o concione ad Artium
Baccalatireos, in die Cinerum,de | cala ifibiliam ad in-
vifibilia. To which accompli(h’t Parapbrafe up-
on that frefhly quoted Texc of . Paul, we
refer our Reader; in order to his own more
ample fatisfadtion, and our Juftification , con-

EEtﬂlﬂg
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cerning the pﬂﬂ]bili:y , hay facility of the
mindes mounting up to a graduable Incelle-
ction of the Supreme Ens | by the roundles,
or fteps in the Scale of (ubordinate and (rea
ted Natures.
And Fourthly | left this our charirable Defign,
to fubvert the chief Citadel of Atheifine , by a
Countermine of Arguments purely Phyficail
(entrufling the managery of that {acred En-
gine, the Teffimony of Canonicall Scitpture | to
the more expert hands of thofe , whole Fundti-
m entituleth chem to the proper ufe thereof )
{hould want any one of the inducements of
perfwalion , requifite to the accompletion of
of its Defence; to the Reafons, and Prace.
dents now introduced , we may {uperadd alfo
the duthority of no lefle then the Lateran Coun.
cell, held under Pope Leo the tenth. Which,
having with exceeding prudence decreed the
Anatbematization of all fuch Atheifts | who dare
queftion either the Being of God, or any of
his Attributes (whether Abfolute and Incom.
municable ; fuch as his Eternity Inmenfity.
Simplicity , Immutability, Independence , &c. perfe-
Ctions concentred in his moft glorious Ef-

b2 fence
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fence: or Refpective , fuch as his Omnipre-
fence , Onmipotence , Omnifcience , Juftice , Mer-
¢y, Goodueffe , Verity, Liberality , &c. which
by effufion relate to the Creaiure ) or the
other Bafis of Religion , the Immortality of
the Humane foul: doth | in the clofe of the
Canon , not only adhort, but expreffely com-
mand all Chriftian Philofophers , that they {har-
pen their Style s for the torall Erafion of their
circumventing Sophifmes , and the deep En-
gravement of thole Magifteriall Truths.

To conclude therefore, infomuch as not
onely multiplyed Reafons , buc allo Au-
thority both Divine and Human conjunctive-
ly, both warrant and enjoyne this kinde of
Naturall procefs for the conviéton of Athe-
ifme: as wee can perceive no weight in
their opinion , who think any Principle of
Religion eicher prophanely dilparaged and de-
bafed , or implicicely convelled and ftagge-
red, when brought to the Teft of Natwrall |
Reafon , though only for Confirmation ; fo nei- E
ther have we any caule to fear, that the up-
per Form of Theologifts will contra their

browes, and frown upon this our Benevo-
lent




To the Reader.

lent and opportune, though imperfect Treatife.qr

Concerning our Third Poftulate, viz, the
Nomination of thofe venerable 1yiters , from
whofe large magazines of Knowledge, no
fmall parc of our Ammunition for the Bac.
tery of the firongelt hold of the Common
Adverfary to Humanity | hath beer furnifh.
ed; tothis your felf willacknowledge us ad-
liged as well by the bond of Gratitude | as
Honour : the ficlt advifing us to return them
the due tribute of Cﬂmmﬁ?ﬁﬂr‘.rﬂﬂﬂ, and an open
profe(sion of our beholdingne(e to them,
the other impelling us thereupon | in order
to the pravention of being reputed Plagia-
1. Bee pleafed , then, Candid Reader, to
know from us, firft that the Demonftraci.
on of the Exiftence of God (being the argu-
ment of the fecond Se@ion in the 1. chap.)
together with the enfuing Explanation of the
fundry Scholaflick Terms, ‘therein unavoidably
uled, and the Refponfes to the feverall Obje-
chions (whereof fome were made by the glo-
rious Marinus Merfennus, and others by ouremi-
nent , M. Hobbs) was wholly collected our
of the incomparable Metaphyficks of that he-

b3 roicall
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roicall Wit, Renatus De’s (hartes. Whole Me-
ditations on that as neceflary as excellent fubjeét,
having both frequently and with the moft ab-
ftracted attentton of our mind , read over;
and with all pofsible equity of judgement put
theminto the {cales againft the (ogitations of Cor-
nelins ab Hogelande , the Arguments of Philip-
pus Morness du Plefsis , Hugo Grotius ,and Petrus
GafJendus , concerning the fame Theorem : we
found them, by vaft excefles , to overbalanceall
the others, in the points of comprehenfion, per-
{picuity, profundity ; convi&ion. (1.) Compre-
benfion ; becaule their importance is of fo great
extent , as to takeinthe {ubftance of whatever
hath , orcan be faid by the whole world, on
that partzcular. ( Confule ip[nm Cartefism | in Epift.
dedicat. ad Doét. Sorbon.) (2.) Perfprcuity. becaule,
theugh they are not accommodated to junior or
illicerate Capacities ; as himfelf prudently inti-
mateth (in prefat. ad medit.de prima philofoph.) yet to
thofe Heads , which ftudy and contemplation
have prepared for the entertainment of Noti-
ons {upernatural | muftchey appear as diftin&,
clear ; ‘and bright; as all the Light of Natare
could make them ; ‘nor can he, who doth net,
after




atter fertous leGture,, apprehend their Extraft:. ;
on, mucual (omnexion, and genuine nay indecli-
nable Wation, jultly pretend to any confiderable
reflexions upon his own Nature. (3.) Pro-
fundity; becaufe they are cheir own Criterion,being
delumed from the very Effence of the mind, and
proleptical Impieffes which are the radix,or Foor
of all Cognition. (4.) Conviction; becanfe they
are of the number , and perhaps the principall
of thofe Zerities, which | 1ike Geometricall Demon-
{trations, frorm the moft obfinate judgements,
enforce them to a plenaryaffent | and having
oncegained poffeflion of the mind | for ever
after exclude all Dubitation, and Apoftafie. Sothat
what Ciceio (5.de Finibus. )faid of the Stoicks Phi.
lofophy . mivabulis eft apud Stoicos yerum contextus,
ve[pondent extvema primis | media trifque o omniaz
omnuibus 5 quid Jequatur quid repugmet y Vident |
@ ut m Geometria | prima fi dederis | danda Junt: |
omnia s we may worthily transfer upon the Me-
taphyficall meditations of Cay tefius ; nay more wor-
thily , for no one Princzple of his , there propo-
{ed, is precarious but Neceffary. This perpen-
ded, we perceived our felves not oncly en-
couraged , bu fraightly concerned , to tran-

fcribe,
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{cribe and accommodate to our prafent {cope,
i the fummary of his 34, Meditation. And , Se-
condly, that many of our Apodictical Reafons,
alleaged for the comprobation of Providence Di-
vine , both General and Special | were gleaned
I _ from thofe more fertil Fields of Laéanius (de
3 opific. Dei) Reymundus de Sabunde (Theologia

= e — S

|

. I,l Natural. ) Aquinas (contra Gentes ) Ludovicus
i Vives (de verit. fidei Chriftianz) Bradwardmus |
i (decaufa De1) Valefins (de facra Philofophia) §

and chiefly of Gafsendus (in Animadverl. in |
.’ phy(. Epicuri:) theleaves of whole moft learn- |
il - ed Works , we blufh not to confefle our felves |
l,’l to have been (o converfant in, that we have ful-
]' lyed them by often revelution.
! Nor can we expect the Perverfion of this our
15| ingenuous Acknowledgement, by any , but the
Malevolent, or Illiterate,to a Diminntion of the cre-
(l ditdue to this our induftrious Spicileginm, while
;:Ha' | thofe Bookmen , whofe vigilant noftrills are
H acquainted with the odour of the Lamp, need
| not bee informed, how many anxious
hours havebeen fpent on the fedulous Extra-
éhion of this Vial of precious Truths , from
| the choyceft Flowers of fo many excellent
i Gardens
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Gardens ( wherein onely to have had fome
recreative and private Walks, to many hath
been juftly accounted no obfeure Specimen of
both Literature > and Ingenuity. ) efptcialiy
when we are not deftitute of grounds for our
hopeiy that they will foon find thofe Floyy.

ers , Lptto have loft much of their native Eia.:

grangy and Virtue , by pafling the Alembic of our
Pen; asallo, thar it hath been no {inall pare
of our care, to Refufe , as well as Elect,
Befides, there are many Stars , and thofe
of the greateft ma'gni[udc , NOw fhining with

full fpltndﬁr, in th:fj?hr:re of Learned Authors, -

whole beams were in great part derived from
others , whom the revolution of Time had
made lefle vertical | and declined roward the
Welt of Oblivion. Who can blaft che verdant
Laurel on Firgils front | by {aying , though
truly , that He converted more then 1000,
of Homeis verfes to his own ule 2 Who lef:
fen the found of Homers Fame , by exclaim.
ing , that his Mufe was a Drone, and li-
ved upon the Hony fhe o largely fuck’t from
the elder Hives of Theocritus | Apollomys | and *
Hefied? Who detra@ from the full glory of
¢

i icero,

;
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Cicero , by objecting that moft of his ftrong
and limpid ftreams of Eloquence flowed from
thofe two nobleft {prings of Greece, Platoand
Hemq{?a’mm? Or? who will diminifh one
grain of incenle | in his facrifice to the memo-
Ty of that Alades (for the conqueft of mon-
ftrous Difficulties ) the mighty Stagirite ; be-
caufe Clearchus hath a tradition, that he faw and
difcourfed with that knowing Jew  from
whofe oraculous mouth all his Philofophical
Maxims were delivered to him? To come
neerer home ; who hath thoughe the lefle of
Grotuus his Tract of the verity of Chriftian Re-
ligion ; becaule it feems a Compendium of
Mornsus | of the [ame Subject and Inferiprion 2
Or , who undervalued Mornens | in regard of
the abundant Contribucions he received from
Laftantus | Raymundus de Sabunde Aqunas,
& Ludovicus Vives? And therefore though e
we are fufhciently confcious of the great difpa-
rity betwixt thofe Giant Wits, and our Pygmie
Acquifitions; and therefore gladly place our
felves more then one [phere below them :
yet_ {hall wee conceive our felves not
a licle injured | if any fhall deny our
Book
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Book a room in their Libraries , only be-
caule it prafents, in Epitome , and entire,
what many moneths reading of the Schoolmen
would have exhibited ac large, and in fra@ures.
Aphranins | an eminent Poet, for anfiwer to thofe
Semi-Criticks, who accufed him of ftealing ma-
ny remarkable paffages from Menander, returns

thus ; Fateor , accept nonmodo abillo , fed ut quif-

que habuit quod conveniret mibi, ¢ 4 Latino qtio-
que quodcunque me non poffe facere melins credidi.
Moreover , every Brain is not conftellated
for new Difcovertes; nor can every Age boaft
the production of a Copernicus | Gilbert

Galileo , Merfennus , (Cartefius , or a Hanvy: Pro- ;

vidence introducing fuch , as Time doth New
Stars | fingle and feldom. «.

And as concerning our laft Requifite | viz.
an zquitable confideration of our Defeéts and
Impediments ; to this alfo are we conftrained to
court our Reader, in order 1o our refraction of
the Regor of Cenfure. Forthough we need not
advernfe, that the Nerves of our Intelleét are
t0o flender and' feeble to fuffain (o great a
weight; and our Pexcill too rude and groffe,
to exprefle fuch fine Metaphyfical and Theofs-

cC2 phica]l
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phical Notions | in draughts refpondent to the
life of their Importance ; in regard the fre-
quent flooping of our Cogitations below the
dignity and due height of the fubject, muft
foon diflcover the one , and the Roughneffe
of our Spyle through the whole Piece , as
foon confefle the other: yet can it not be fu-
pervacaneous for us here to 1ntimate , that
we had more then one Difadvantage to en-
counter.

Firft | the often Fermentations and Ebul-
litions of our Melancholy ; to the tyranny of
which fazculent and Saturnine humor both
our native Temperament, and {edentary con-
templative condition of life have aqually
fubjected us; could not but as often obnu-
bilate the region of our Mind , and darken
the profpeét of our foul; by infecting the
requifite purity and lucidity of our f{purics,
with thick clouds of opac and fuliginous Ex-
halations. '

Secondly , the courle of our Profefsion,
rendring us obnoxious to many more Di-
firackons , Intertwibations | and Avocations , by
the intrufion. and importunity of the Sick,
then
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then we could obrain minutes of rerire-
ment for Leffure and f'-fﬂ-if;'r.-rfi{:-u; will, wee 1l

hope, be confeft to have had more then 2
finger in the caufation of thofp Chafins, In-
aqualities , Omifsions | 8c. Lapfes , Which oc-
curre to the obfervation of the Auffere and
Curious,
And, Thirdly, it cannot but deferye fome

favour, to give notice;; that the Clue of our
ftudies was broken off in the midit, by the
rough hand of the late Eptdemick Dyfentery ,
which arrefting us even then, when the con-
texture of this Web required the moft confir.
med vigour of body , and ferenity of minde;
confined us to the dungeon of a fick bed (o
long and clofely , thatic hath left fenfible im-
prefsions of its Malignity . not only upon
our Conltitution, bur alfo upon more then
halfe of thefe our Lucrubrations
. To thele Mitigatory  Arguments, may
rightly be added, the Nairownefs of our pre-
fent Fortunes | the Thinmefs of our Libray our
tedious attendance on  Commitees (all the
fad effe&s of our late Dutefline W ayres) coge.
ther wich fome other private Remora’s , the
3 leal
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| lealt whereof may lerve to the Judicions and
"‘" Benigne , as 2 (ufficient incicement to look
. upon our Imperfectuns through the dimini-
i {hing Telelcope of Charity.
il Now , this humble Apology we addrefs on-
1 ly to the Eyudite and Candid, experience having
i confirmed , that none the ftrongeft Charme
| Hl | of Reafon , can bindethe virulent tongue of
Al that livid Viper , Envy, the fpiric of whole
J venom doth wholly confift in Def ahon.




UPON
DOCTOR ( HARLTON'S
NATURAL THEOLOGY.

SU‘ , OHT poor Cotfwold Springs , that have ne names,
Render vheir Tribute to your mighty Thames.
Byt your Book’s perfeft snit [elf. we do
Only acknowledge, not encreafe, what Tou
Have fent forth, flreaming rfﬂrm,{ff: the Land agen,
Out of your Genevons, puwrely-flowing Pen.
To give more Elogy » with my ﬁn"r Quil,
To Towrs from Eagle’s wing, were even as ill,
As threaden lace on cloth of Gold te pin,
Or o’rlay Goldir [elf with I!.rr-'rrr Tin.
Tet may T venture thus : Ifm.rrgf} nok to praife
To anfwer On's, Envy perbaps will raife.
T fTJ‘ that Crﬂfu?’{* wast ost AN that's dowe ;
« Wits are made great by Emulation,
Some placesare obfcure. The Bock’s not Good,
By every -urfg:r Head i snderfFood,
What You don't under [Fand, read o'r again;
Compare, Conferr, and Meditate : "Tis plain,
Th? Frlg] {his Latin, Kuew, that 1" E n;f.c,: Tongne

Hath from each Langnage € :m.l'ﬂmms!n 034 : AR w g Avtem
And He, that willowr Learnedft tirivers fcan, fi b _" ¥ Az - iin
_.-i.;fp,-,"ll be both La nmﬁ and f:}-r-'i 3. Wre wigay ikl

The Stile’s too I—||r=]| Fear not the Critick’s Rod :
€ ng Phrafe s Er.:.r::p Four Hi gh Thowghtsof G o1
Forward, Dear ﬁrﬂri’}n - «G1FTS ﬁ]?‘.l:‘"rfﬁrf fent :
«To do ma,ff good, brings in the moft * Content, P 120:
Tonr PI};,:"_t.L bas deme Miracles: But [wre,
Twr' Ateeist CoNvERTED ¢y your Divineft Cure,

C. B..
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IN EJUSDEM OPERA,

Harltonns is, qui Helmontium pridem dedit,
iNuperque nobis reddidit Helmontiugy
Hunc pulveris miranda f} mpuhc:ici,
Hunc eruditis exprimentem paginis
Medentium, De Fluxibus | Lapfus graves ;
Nuperri iméque Calculym, foewm *iuurn
(O abditd praclarior Gemma Liber!)
Donaffe luce pnblicmn gaudet bonum;,
Jam nunc ad altiora {ureic, Numinis
Affertor cft, Vindexque providentiz,
Fortuna, Farti vis, Voluntas Libera,
Summi docentur obfequi Diftis Dei.
Deo favente, Cun&ta. Vocum Copiam
Le&tiffimarum mirer, an Rerym magis ?
lltramque miror, pariter atque c}n;h_umr :
lItramque ?rcnusxcrcrnr & longé Irquur
O Autor an inumerande Charlronis Tuis! "
Gaflende, Chirtes, Magne Seaner ¢ Angliz !
Et iplevivas |, & L bri m ancdiu!
Ec Artium, de Te, optimz certent diu !
Hominer priori O“Er{' devintos habes ;
Nunc Maximnm l ibi oblizavifti D E uM.

Clemens Barkfdallns.
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The Exiftence of God demonfira-
ted,  page 1.

S pcTE

ArTIC,
8 Riltotle, the moft Knowing amd cu-
riows Ethnick, did yery by bis filence
m the Cardinai point r'fThcu]cng}', proclaim
the impoffibility of mans full undevftanding
tbe fromple and pevfedi Efience of God. p. 1.
2. The Hebrews ixtimated (o much, in the im=
moacvale Veneyation empoyned towards b
Nawse Jehovah, P 3
3.The clearer fighted Chriftian alfocan per-
cerve mo move of the Divime Natwre, then
what i fhadowed inits Areributes,  ibid.
4. end thevefove the Author veflrains the Kea-
devs expiciaiimm only fe a Demonfiration :-f
the Exiftence of God, in this chap. [ub-
neting & [bove febeme of bis prafint De-
fign and Method. P 4

Ssern I1,
ArRTI1C

“T

but by the mediation of their proper Tdeas, |

p. §s
2. Thofe Ideas ave (1) fanate (1) Adventiti-
o (3) Imoeinary, o

He Mindeof man can bavens togmi- |
Lign LTf- the Nature EJ'" its Obyedts, |

3.4 fHridE r;u.*l.'.'r.-";j;, whether the 1deas of ob-
joéls exiftent withont owr felves, bold &
exadf fimlicede to their Natures, il

« A fecond Difguifition, whetbey any of thof?
thimgs, whofe Ideas ave. fownd i the mind of
man, have any exiflence witk ¢ p B

o A fim indulien, that 1t im e fog-aity
Idea to impovt or comprehond move of per=
fiéfion, then s protocype, or Canfe. P, 10,

5 Jll'ﬂ'.l'r'in.‘r{_]':l.-t', -'_1'" any Idea coptain mwove of
pexfeifion, then can be found i onr winds 3
Ctvtaimly ony moreds camyet be the _f':LI'.'rir:'Ii.
ﬂf:ba: Idea, ibid,

- The diverfity of Idcas, refpefive. to the di-
ver ey of Entities, ibid.

« The poffilie oviginals of cacl fort [everely
examined, and all fornd defimabie  from
our felves 5. the ldeaof God only excepied,

P L1,

. The Idea .:.f G-."-.'n'f., beve ..'I.!‘J’-"-J':'.'L'J, caymet be
eilber formally, or weateriady Jalfes, but the
wofl clear, diftin@ and true of all others.

. 13,
| x0. A declavement of the impafbility of the
| diwvme Ideas defumption cither fiom oui

i frfves, I 8

|

1X. O fravw forne other canfe lefs peifeli the
God. b LE,

B
| 12.0¢ from onr Payents, j- 19.
a comefufron

| 13- The concernment of all 5. o

that the Ideaaf the divine mature is inmate
q and congenial to the mind of man, . 20,
| T4 An abflvally or Anacephalaofis of the whole
|1 dewonflration. P21,
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AnTic 2

1. Bjedt. 1. That the mind n;l" naam, I.-r.-::_:

fAnite, cammor extend to the clow |

amd  &ifimeE
quatenns mn Infiniterand the Soletion theveaf
Uy thiree diftindEions. P23
2, Obje&. 2. That the 1dei of the divine ma-
tiee, vefident tnthe mind of man, a4 meer
Ens racionis : and the Solut : p.17.
1. ' Objelt. 3. That an cWelt may have more
|1f '.'f_ffr'r_}', or J:'.:'nﬂlf'-ff','fj thien ity Caunli @ and
the Soluc: p. 27-
a. Objelt. 4. That theexiflenee of fuch an ex=-
cellent Idea, ae batl been defevibed of the
Divine Marure doth mot mecefitate the exi-
fiemce of an Encity, i all poiwts vefpondent,
or fuperior therete : becanfe of the poffible
conpofing fiech aw Ideay owt of owr colle-
ftions from [enfible objelts: P29,

T E-'i.ii-': |::|Ir Atfii= {1,

fection of an Infinite, |

And theample Solur : P-31.
£ Object. g. That the Idea conceived of God,
i capable of -Auagmemation and diminu-
tion @ and the clear Solue s P 32
6. Many fcruplesy concaming the finality, man-

nery and form of the Idea impref s as alfo
cancenminng the feeming Helevogeneity br
Altevity bevween the effence of the mind and

that of the Idea: particulariy [alisfied. p.3 3.
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Article of our Chrlftian ereed s fogether
with a dielenchical exploffon of that emtiqua=
fated delufion, that the Tnivenfe was au=
tofthenous iy its eriginaly or comfruited
mecrly by Chance, thid.
3. The fuimmary of Empedocles, Leucippus,
Epicurns ; Democritus , &e. dorinelaf
the worlds (pontancons vefilt from a Chaos
of Atoms. pogos
A Digreilion, wisnewing the Chaffe from
the wiseat concealed in the former theovy of
Epicurns, and by the camellary of fome cas
fisgacions, vefiriciions and additions, decla-
ving the great advantages, that this Hypo-
thelis of Atoms hath beyondd any other - cowe
cerming the Marerial Principle, of all Bo-

g
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tathe procreation of their like in (pecic : and
the ..‘I‘Ibr:f'; l:IJ:I,I-e.f'fi'-m:lilf‘.| ﬂf Jﬁ[?n;nf A=
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wicel Uy the conflant Twifarmity of Natwre,
it ber perpetuation of ‘Vegetables. p, 56
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aite wifdome of its Creater, by 3. Argu-
wERES ; VIE,
x. The univerfal convenicnce of its fiuasion
in s greper o by P 57-
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gyration. p- 58
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[ibility of fatisfatiion to the firft end, by any
€reatire bus many contluded, from bis
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3 Rifforle, though an Ethnick , poyloned
= ®with the Macedimian and Grecian
Tdolarry |, may fo given over to that
fottith “impiety, Polyehesfme , that he
could be content to make a Godde[fe
of his wench | and offer folemn fa-
crifices to'her as a D, 1ty , whom his
own obfcene luxury had degraded

from he native dignity of Humanity,
to devore his orifons ro her tor good, whom his own temptations

had frequently fubdued 1o evill,as Gaffendses ( Exercigar, ge]
out of Diogenes Lacrt, hathaccafed him ; had yet a firong and
noble fenfe of the fiupyenze Being,asmay, evenby his adverfaries,
be collected from hence, thar he never durft adventure on a Defi-
wition, pay not fo much asa Deferiprion of its Natyre, For

though

Seftion 1.

Article 1.

Aviftatle, the
moft knowing
and curious
Ethnick, did
yer by his -
lence in the
cardinal poine
of Theology ,
prn:!::i‘m the
impnﬁl::::lia:.r of
mans full un-
de i’r_.tmfin,;
the (imple and
peclelt Effigee
of Gad,




2 The Exiftence of God demonfirated.

. | though he {pun out his fpeculations of Immateriail [ubflances,
I (the onelyand proper theme of a Metaphyfitian) umoa long
i ( but knosty and unequall) thread of 14 Books : yet inthe
1! A 13 fick of all thole, he lsems Hetle better then whelly Gilent in all
i chings that immadiately concern Theolozy; and in lome few
|' . Chapters onely of the laft affords usa fpamng and timerous dif-
courlc of the Fropricries,or Arrviburesof the Firft M swer, Now
the pride and ambiticn of his wic would never have luffered his
pea to have skip’s over that fubjedk, which being themoft ab-
fruje, fubkme, and cxcellent, mult by confequence, bave ad-
\ I ferred the molt n’r'gh‘-r}r and renown unto his memory : had he
\ not been fully eonvicted , from within, of the immenfe chalme or
culph, that lay berween the ‘m:nmI"E extent of his own
fimire reafon, and theincomprehenfibility *‘" the Effence of God.
This his evafion, of rather fuperfelfion, fome have been plealed
- to urge againft his honout, as an argument of his [gnorance in
. J notions [upernatsrall : but, in my conftruction,,. tis the cleareft
demonfleation of the Madefty and frewgeh of his. fudgment.
For whoever Mhall ducly confider, how impoffible it muft be for
humanisy, dull, grofle, and narrow humanity, to behold Isvifi-

fe—————

|
|
Ili‘ ‘ biliy, derive Independencyy calculate Eternity, circumlcribe Ii=
iFi civeams(criprion, limit Omnipotenceunderltand Omuifcience,cie.
It and how dangerous a phrenfie that brain. mulbbe difosdered
! withall; thaz atemps. (o delcribe whac be doth not,. cannot

5 Lnow : will{oon be (atisfied thar Amazement, and pious fifence
i the beft Lecture man canread on that imsnentebjefh,of which:
fhl | when we have Gid all we can, we have kid nething, ifwe
| look forward upon that inexhauftible abyls of execellensigswhich. |
il muf remain unlpoken of, and indeed uncomprchended 5 thata |
' profelled Nefcicnce in this pazueular. is the comnplement, ot
zenith of all other Science, which the migde of manis ca-
P . L : e
i pable of in this life ; and that .Ariffesle “may: betrer pre-
Bl 5 <F gyt odd patiug tend to the-title of the-divime Phifofuphsr , tor, writing fo
| —.0q o A lieke of the Deigy,,, then.Plato for writing {o miich to.ne
. w; 3 20l poft , the lager. fpeaking lile in much., the formen all tha
‘ R A ' canbethought in {aying nothing.

And

g J ARl



The Exiftence of God demonfirated.

And how far the ancient Hebrews ( whofe frequent wifions
of Godr reflexive glories, tranfiniered tothem in the neceffary
allay of fenfible natures ; as of the pillar of a Clond by day,
the pillarof Fire, by night, of Smoal . Thunder and Lightning
on mount Sizei . ar the promulgation of the :[c:atcaguc,&c.
might have encouraged them to pretend a nearer acquaintance
with Divimity , then any other nation of the W orld) were from
darug to conceive any pofitive Adumbration of hls Efence
fufficienly appears from that high veneration their law enjoy-
ned towards his very Name, Jebovah, Which was never to be
pronounced by any, but the High Prieft, inany place s bur
the Sanétum Sanitorum ; a any time, but onthe Feffival of
annpal expiation ; and in any cafe, bucehat of generall benediéti-
om, when the Merey and goodnefs of God were o be derived
down upon the people by the holy mediation of the anointed
fucceflors of Aaron : under penaley of no lefle then death, and
particularly thac cruel kinde of deach appointed for the punifh-

ment of Blafphemy : as flands recorded in their T almnd, in the
tad cale of Teradions fon.

Nor can the more illuminated ¢ briftian, though the fuper-
excellence of his faith juftly encitle him to this dignity, above all
other datker Religions; that he hath the ¢r#e knowledge of God,

i e. 8 that he apprehends him under that Idea, which he hath
been pleafed to afford of himflf, in the facred my{teries of the
Gofped, as of a Trinity of Perfons inan Unity of Subfance,
&c. moft judicioufly and piouly collefted and knit together in
that admicable Anacephalzofis or (ummary of the Chriffian
dottrine, called the Creed of Atbanafins ; raife the eye of his
underftanding fo high, as to look diretly upon the Quiddiey,
n;]fur: Effence of him whofe dwelling is in light inac-
cefible, and invifible : bur muft chink it happinels great enough
for the entrancement of his {oyl , humbly and awcfully
to fpeculace him in the (hadow of his Attributes s and
:hui: oncly which mortality s qualificd to under-
Rand,

B a This

Article 3,
The Hebrews
intimared o
much, ke
immoderae
vEneration en
joyned roward
his Mame,,
Jhevab,

Article 3,
The clearer
fighted Chrifi-
an alfe can
perccive na
more of the
Divine natwye
then whae s
hadowed in i
aAttibutes,
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flrains the rea=
derg expe fari-
an‘onely 1o a

demanltration

afthe Exii
af God, i
Chapt
neftine a thor
|.|.'|:{:-I'I".'"'§JI- his
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This! cing duly perpended, our Reader needs no other adver=
di{ement, that in this Demssnffraréom of the exiftence of God, from
the fdea of bim engraven by bis own hand o the winde of man,
he is notto expect any be 1d and v2in attempt of the defcription
of the Formality or fimple Suiddity of that fwpreme Being,
[-_~.h'14:5| .« the Fommtain of all other Effences, and Saxf of all
other Canfes :) and it remains oncly on our part, that we tender
him an account both of our. defigre . oOr (cope, and of the me-
t}rod our pen obferves in the purfuance thereof,

Though we are fully F-::L‘I",hldl:'d , with Plato { Lib. 10. de
legib.p. 871. ) upon the conviciion of thofe innate dickates,
vwhich the reafon of every man whifpers in the eares of his con~
(cience { which proved the louder thunder of the two, and fpoke
more terror to the mifcreant Emperor) that time never pl'ﬂlﬁli{'d
fuch a prodigy, asan Abfolure Atheift, i.e.luch a fool, as
durft indubitate the exiftence of a Grand-father Principle, ot firft
Intclligence, from whom, asfrom the main {pring m a Watch,
or other Automatcus Engine, all motion is derived, and which
conftantly animates the great machine. of the World : yet haye
we toor much ground to fulpect, that the accurfed (perme of the
Giants is not yet extinét, that every age can furnifh us with a
precedent of 7 heomachy, nar need we look beyend our own
A nnals for 2 fecond to Caligala, or wank a parallel tor Epicw-
yats. Who, though they profeft the neceffiyy of @ Deiry, yet
(oezifhly ran into delufions equivalentto the downright denyall
thercof, and [nned as high as blalphemy,in their endevoursto
cur off thofe two cardinall and inleparable Arrribares of the
[wpremie j—.'_,'j'-:ur;-, viz, Omuipotence, and Omuifcient-ocmmpre=
[fence, ot Afbive-nbiquiry ; not allowing the: Creation of the
World, out of nothing, to the one, nor the confervation, ot Go-
verymene of the fame tothe other.  And ™ having made reflexi-
ens upon the unfuccesfull progrefs many haye made, in their
enterpriles of confuting this fort. of implicite Arhed mre, by the per-
fivafion of Seriptare only;we became of opinion that to enter the
ks with a Lucian, or Lucreties, and there contendwith him
corfcerning the.extent of Gods Providence cven toevery ingle
id individuall nature,; urging no other pro ol of the Affirmarive

but




The Exiftence of God demonftrated,

but the bare anthority of Cawonicall 1Wrir ( [hnugh to us Chri-
ft iansof undoubted truth and meore ﬁt!ucia:}' then demenfiration)
5the ready way to confirm him in his impiety, and ftiffen his
infidelity, i regarda phin and juft exceprion fies againit the
Circie. Nor have we any probable way left to break his objecti-
ens, buca fober reception of them in the (e
Imart retore of arguments defimed from the proper magazine of
all eemporall knowledge, the Light of Natsrr. Hereupon, when
we had determined with our felves to ereft 2 building of Phy/feall

Id of reafon, anda

fcience, wpon thofe pillars, or principles, which to our judgment
appearmoft folid, firm and permanent, becaufe. moft fenf ble in
all the operations or effects of Narsre, thar can any way occurre
eo the difquifition of Philofophy 5 as fhall be amply common-
ftrared in the future application of them to particulars :  and fub-
mitced our aflentto that excellent Rule of the School-men, Nulla
ves qualsfemngue eft, intellici poteft, wifi Deses jnp Higatwr prises,
revived into an Axiome by the ncomparable Des Carresin thefe
words ; Omnens omnis [cientie certitndisens o wveritatem, ab
uwa veri Dei cognitione pendere;adeo st dym ignoramies Deit efe,
& veremeffe mibil emuino de slls alis e perfette [cire pofsimmn :
we conceived iz necelT: ary to begin as hi ghascthe Firft Canfe,God;
and endevour the. demonfiration firft of his £ xiftence, and con-
fequently ( for ftrict reafon will never endure cheir feparation )
of thofe two generall operations of his 1#ifdome, Po wer, and
Geodwefs, wiz, (1. )the Creation of the world cx mibilo, and
ard (2. }the comtinuall Confervation of the 2 me, in its primitive
harmony, by his Providence ;. and this by Arguments lo purely
extracted frem the chief inducements of beleef, that no Acheift,
how acute,or refractary foever, can jultly excepeagainit them.

Sscr. I

T Is ah Affertion, which bidsdefiance to a whole hoft of Sce-
pricks ; that.the Semé of man, while fhe animates this admi-
rable engine, the Body, can apprehend nomore of the Formes of
Entities, then what fhe reads in chofe reflex Charaé?

ers, Images
o , : i
or Jdeas, which fhe findes reprefented to her in the mi

o rrour,of Co-
‘E“#IIQHJ B '; NDI.""

Article 1.
The mind of
man can have
no cog nirionef
the nature of
its objedts, bur
by the medig:i-
on of thei
proper Ideas.
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Article 2.

Tho'e Tdcasare dﬂﬁmdlng_:hcr: arc three d

1 Innate,
r.h dvcntitious.

3 Imaginary.

Article 3.
A fkeik enqui-
ry, whether the
1deas of ob-
jefts exiltent
without our
{elves, hold an
exaftlimilitude
o their na-
EUDES

ot Reprefemtarions exhibited to the un-
liflinceorders 1. Some are Innatr,

ot Congemial 5 for that 1 may underftand, whata Thing is, what
Trreh 1s , whatthe act of € ogitationis: 1 need the afliftance,
ot information of no other nature, but my own. 3. Others are
_Adventitions, or emergent from exrernal objects; tor that I
actually hear founds, fee the light of the Sun, feel the heat of fire
and become fenfible of all other qualities of bodies : Lhaveever
s of fenfation to belong to myeflence

hitherto adjudged thelead
crivative from other caufes, for-

onely at fecond hand, as being d
reign and alien to my nature. 3. And finally others are Creared,
modelled, or coyned in the mint of the Imagination ; forthe

Phanfie of themoft ftupid 1deot is naturally empowerd to forge,
or paint toit felf, and reprefent tothe mind what images ic pleate;

as Chimaras, Ssrens, H..;rF."r;.,{:'nﬁ?L'n.r, e

Now of thole ldeas,

As for thofe Tdeas, on which 1look as pmm:ding from things
exiflent wichout the circle of my felf; T make this enquiry: whe-
vade me to conceive,

ther there be any reafon fufficient to perlv

that fueh Jdeas are exaéily like to thofe things ; whether thefe
Copies of eranfcripts are drawn to the life, fo asin all particulars
to relemble their eriginals ? And the determination, wherewith-
a1l | fagisfie my felf, 1s this ; thatthe Affirmative is taught me by
nature, as beg hitherto inflruéted, that thofe Jdeas have ng
dependence atall on my will and fo, by confequence, proceed
not from my [elf, butare obtruded upon my coguition cven a=
gainft my will. For inftance, whether [ will, or mll, Iam fenfi-
ble of the heatof Fire : and therefore think this perception. of
Idea of heat, to proceed from fomething diftinct from my {elf,
iz from the heat of thac fire, by which I ftand, and obvious it
is, beyond all hefitancy , that Imay judge that this fire doth im-
mitinto me rather the fmilirnd of it [elf, then any thing elfc.
The Rability of which reafons, I fhall now fricily examine,
When I here fay, T am this inftrutted by Nature ; 1 intend only
that Tam rapt on, by 2 certain fpontancous violence, or native

propesfity, to fubmit my affent thereunto : not thattisdeclared
unte
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unto me to be a firm and uncentrollable truch, by the light of N g=
rarc. For | dilcover a valt and irreconcileable difparity berween
the Diétates of thefetwo Informers 1 and the Differece may be
ftarcd thus, Whatever things are declared unto ime, by the lghe
of Natwre 3 as this, that £ am, becaufs / dsabr, that 2 and 3
ke §,& €. €annever, on any pretence, be douheed of, in.re-
gard there can be no otlicr faculsy, or Crirerion, to whole judge-
ment ot decifion, I can afford o ample and firme credic, as to
that of the /ight of Natxre, which oncly can teach me, whether
thofe things are true or falle. But as for thole Fnclinations, or
Propenfiois natwrall; 1have long fince found, by dt‘ph:lrnhlc
ﬂIFﬁ‘Iiﬂ’]l:E._, that I.'}}" thew 1 bave been ﬁ:{:[]ﬂ[l:l}r hurried unto,
andin a fere impelled upon this evill, in my folicary difputcs
with my felf concerning my judicature and cleSion of the Goock
and therefore am not in any meafure conyinged, why I {hould
depend upon their information, purfue their conduft, or refigne
my affent to their teltumony, in other cales, Again, though
thefe Exoradvenicns Jdeas depend not onmy il yet isthat
no valid Argumeat, thar therefore of necefficy they muft pro-
eced from l'.hll'lgs without my felf: for as thefe ﬁfﬂlng Prapeui-

ties, though feated in me, and as it were annexed ro my very

being, doc yer feem dearly diflin from my #ill ; foallo per-

chance thete may be avother thind Faendsy within me, which I
doe not yet ifficiently pederfland, thar coyrs thole Ideas, as hi-
thertomy conceptions have ever been, thatiy oy dreams fuch
ldeas are creared in my brain, wicheue dhe afillance of any
forreign Qbjeiks invading my fewfes, And, kfily, fhould I
grant thofe Cornterfeirs, or Jdeas, to be delumed framthines
diftinet from my felfe 3 yercould it be no juflifiable inference,
thae tharefore rﬁ:_-.r mult in all points relemble thofe diings. or
prarotypes, from: which they were tranfmiceed : yea, inmany
patticulags, Tapprehend them to bedifproportionate and diffimic
lat, ratocarla, by inequalities never to: be -paralicls, To initance;
1 finde withinmy 1&1? ewo-divers. Jdas of the Sun, the onetaken
from my fenfe; ( which I therefore.thiak fit to refer to that claflis
of Ideas; called ddwentirions ) reprefencing the Sun in a very
fmall vound, of le diameter. thena Coach wheel : the ?:er

rom
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from the realons or musximses of Affronemy,i. e. exiracted by

way of induction, from certain Nerions implantate inme, of by
any other way whatever compofed ar modelled ; which repre-
fents the Sun in a valt circumierence , much larger then the

Aricle 4.
A fecond dif-
quifition, whe-
e any
of thale
things whole
Tdeas arefound

inthe mind of

man, have any
reall exiftence
without it #

TFerraqueous Globe.
magjtitude to their O7i
reaton offers me invincible
the moft unlike, which{eems to have moft neerly (ireamed from
the Sun it felf. All which confiderations to ample fatisfaction

*

Mow both thele cannot exaetly refpond in
oiwall, the Sun, exilient without me : and
evidence to aflure thatimage to be

evince « that hitherro I have, notupon any [cientificall and ax-
thentick judgement,but onely upona certain obfcure andblinde
impulfe from within, belcived, thatthere are 2 fort of Entities
exiftent withous the fphear of my nature, which, by fubtle trani-
fufion through the organs of my {enfes, convey the Jdeas, or
Idsls of themfelyes into my mind.

Bur I have found out another certain way, for the more hap-

¥y pmgn:fﬁ of my enquiry, whether any of thofe entities whafe

Ideas [cjwrn within me, have any reall exiftence without me;
and this isit. Thefe dzas, confidered in this relation, that they
are cerrain modi cogitands, or means which the foul makes ufe of,
:n order to her act of Cogitation ; have indecd no diffimilitsde,
Alogy, or inequality amongft themfelves, and all feemto flow
from me, in one and the fame chanel, after one and the fame man-
ner : but confidered in this intereft, that one reprefents one thing,
a fecond another,a third another quite different from both :
manifelticis, that they hugely differ each from other, asto the
degrees of more or leile ohjeétive reality, For doubilefle, thofe
Tdeas, which reprefent fwbftances, arc more fomething, or (to
fpeak more intelligibly, though more fcholaftically) congain in
them more of objeétive reality 5 then thole which reprefent only
certain modificarions of [ubfFances, or meer Accidents + and a-

oain, that Jdea, by which I {peculate fome fupreme E Jence, or
Deity eternall, emnifcient, omnipetent, creator and confervater
of this great All, &c. feems in {evere truth, to comprehend more
of ehjective Reality,or Formall Verity, then {uch poor Ideas

that carry onely the fhadowes of fome fubordinate, dependent
and
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and finite {ubffances,. Now evident ic is, by the light of Nature,
that there multbe fo much ac leaft, (if not mote ) in the Canfe
efficient and Teral, as is in the effect of the fame Caufe, For,
] demand, from what can the ¢fe@ derive its reality, but from
the Canfe 7 and how canthe Canfp bequeath that to the effef?,
which it [elf is deftitute of > Qur of which root {pring two
branches of ever Hourithing truth. ( I.) Nibila mihilo fieri,
nothing can be made by nothing. (2. ) Id quod magss perfectum
eff, boc eft, quod plus realivarss in [¢ continet, fiers mon poffe ab
€0, quodminits perfeltum eff, A more perfect fomething i.e, which
imports more of objective reality, cannot be produced by a leffe
perfeét fomething, So that Imay fafely infer, tha this pofition
hath not itserity reftrained to thofe effects cnely, whole Reality
is Actual, or Formal ; but extended alfo to thofe Tdeas in which
is confidered only their Reality objective. For exam ple; a ftone,
that never was before, cannot only not now begin to be, unlefs it
be produced by fome other thing, which inic felfhath formall
and eminently what ever is included in the perfeét or full nature
of the flone ; nor can heat be introduced inco any fubject, thac
was not formerly hot, unlefs b fomething of equal perfection,
or at leaft equivalentto heat : E;m:? befides all this,there cannot be
inme the Idea of a fone, unlels thar Idea be firlt inferred into
me by fome caufe, wherein there is (o much, at leaft, of reality, as
I conceive to be in the {tone, or in the hear, For though that
Caufe cransfufe nothing ofits 4 ual, or Eormal reality intom
Idea ; yet amnot I therefore to apprehend my Idea to be the lefs
rall, but that the nature of it is {uch, thatit can require no more
reality formal e /. then what it borrowes from my cogitation,
whole manner of apprchenfion it is. Bu that this my Tdea,
comprehends this or that objective reality, rather then another
this muft of neceffity inevitable arife unro it from fome other
Canfe, wherein is fo much at leaft of realicy Formsal, as the Jdee
contains of objeltive, For if I grant any thing to be found in
the Idea, whichwas not in the Cayfe thereof ; that fomething i
muft derive from hothing : buthow imperfest foever that 4.
dus e(fends, or manner of being, whereby a thing is objectively
in the Jnrellect, by an Jdea, or reprefentative, be ; yet is it net
C wholy
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wholy nothing, ‘and ‘cannot thetcfore proceed from nothing,
Nor have Tany catfe ‘to fufpect, thac fince the reality, which

Kriicle 5.
K fhrme in=
dufiion, that
its i,::'l*rh.*.-ﬂ-l':-]ﬂ
for any Tdea o
impart or com-
prehend more
of perfeftion,

then 1t protoe
ype, o caule.

Article 6.
And therefore,
if anyIdeacon:
tain more af
pecfefionthen
car be found
in onr minds
cerraindy our
I'.'."il'l...:.!1 Cannos

be the efficic

of thear tran-
t{cendent Idea,
Article 7.
The diverficy
of Tdeas relpe-
_tive to the di-
verlicy of Eyt-
LMICE.

confiderin my Ideas, is onely objective ; that therefore the famie
realiry ‘cannot be formally inkerent in theeaults of them = bue
thatic is fiifficient to ‘their mature, that 1t bz in them only ob-
wecavely. Foraschat Moblies'efJendi objellivis belangs tothole
Jeleas, by the charter of theirown pect Biar ndture ; fo doth thar
Wfodss effentdi formalis prope: Iy telong to their cﬂ.u!?:;_r_t at lealt
to'the ‘principal and grand caufe ) by the faw of theireflence.

Futcheér thoush T ‘allow it pdffible for one Jdea to produce
anothers; et Tean tever heer admic 2 pofiibilicy of a progrels
in infinitsm, of untavelling the pedigree toa length fo immenle,
dsnever togoc foligh asthe Adom, or Grandfather Tdea, but
mitiftarlengeh arrive atthe Newltra, or firft Idea, whole caule is. §
the Aréheype ot 'Proroplaft, wherein all that realicy is inherent
Formally, which'is in the Tdea only objeftively. So that by the
light of Nacure, T'read this unalterable Axiome s thit rhofe fdeas
or Tmages of othér marwres, or entities, which are inm) snder=
fFanding, dre cévtain Comnter-parts, or refemblances, which, in
iruth, come fore of the perfettion of thofe objelts, from which
they were defmed, wnd cannot be conceived to contain any thing

reater ov of move perfettion thes their Canfes,

From hencemy thoughes advanee to this conclufion, If the
realivy objeéfive ofany Idea be fo great and cxcellent, that | may
e afiured the fame cannotbe in me, cither Formaliter, ov Emi-
wenter 3 and ‘therefore Tocamot be the Can'e ofthat fdea = by
dircft and genuine inference T determine, that [ am wor alene in
chesiortd, bat thar there is' exiffent in the univerfe feme other |
Betag , which s the father of this Idea. 'For 1f T finde no fuch
Tdéa vecur tomy minde, in earncf I know no argument, tharmay
make me confident of theesiftence of any one thing diftinét from.
my feif.

Now among thefe Tdeas (that Ttnay range them into di-
flin%t ordersrelpeltive o the feverall Degrees of Entiries from:
which they refide; or are derived ) thereis’ one'which holds forth
me tomy 16l ( -concerring, which no difficaky ¢an be ftarted 2s.

[
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to the concernment of the prefent DemosFra:ion ) another which
_reprefents God ;. others which pourtray things meeely Corporcal
and Jmanimage ; others which defcribe Angels; others refemble
Awsmals ; and finally othets thae (hew me odher men like my
fclfes

As for thole Tdeas, which reprefent Afex, Animals,or Angels,
Teafily underftand, that fich may be compoled and made up
of other Ideas, which I ulually conceive of my {elf, and other
corporcall Entities, and of God : though there were neicher Men,
nor Animals, nor Angels, in the whele World befide my felf,
And as forthole of Corpareal Entities ; inthem I meet wich no-
thing fo greaz, noble, or excellent, which feems not to haveits
fountain or origin in my felf, For when I make a deep and frict
inquifition into them, I difcover, that of thofe things, which they
comprehend, there are only very few, which Iclearly and diftince-
ly underitand ; fuchare Magnirude, or Luantity extended into
its theee dimenfions of Longisude, Latitude, Profundity ; Fi-
guwre ariling from the termination of that extenfion; Sitwation of
its, or that pofition, which parrs varioufly figurared abtain and
wold among themfelves; and Aation, or the change of firuation
m the whole, or parts compofing the whole: to awhich may be
tuperadded SubfFance, Dyration, and Number. Butasfor ocher
things, as Light, Sownds, Odors, Sepors, Heat, Cold,and ogher
tactile qualities ; thefefll not under the comprehen(ion of my
thoughts, but darkly and with as much obfcurity as confufion :
infomuch that when T have {imm’d upall I know of them, ita-
mounts to no more thenthis ; that 1 am even ignorant whether
they be true or falie, (4. e. ) whether fuch Ideas, as I conceive of
them, be the Jdeas of things really exiffent, or of Nom-entities.
For though I have faichfully obferved, that Falfiry, properly and
molt emphatically fo called, or Formal falfity, can be no where
tound inthe world, butin our judgments, or determsimations : yet
isthere another Material falfiey in our Ideas, when they repre-
fenta Now-entity forareal Entiry, a nothing in ftead of a fomes
thing, Thus, to exemplifie, the reprefentations which I have of
Hearand Cold appear (o narrow, dim, and confufed ; that my
meft intenle and acure fpeculations cannot acquire from them
Ca any

Article 8,
The pu!ﬂiﬂc
originals of
each [ore [e-
verely exami=-
ned , and all
found to be de-
[umable from
our [elves ; the
Ideaof God
only excepeed.
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any plenary and ftable fatisfaction,Whether cold be only a priva-
tion of Heat, or Heat no more but the privation of Cold ; Whe- .
therboth be reaf and pofitive gualiries, or neither # and fince
theee can be no Ideas, but as of real enties ; in regard icisa
truth apparent, that cold is nothing el’e, but a privation of hear,
that fame Idea, which exhibits cold as fomething real and pofi-
tive, may jultly be reputed falle: and folikewile rmay othersof the
{ame lerics, To fuch Ideas chercfore it is not neceflary, chacT
affigne any other original befides my felf'; for fince they may be
materially falle, (4. ¢, ) reprelent nothing under the difguile of
fomething : it isdeclared untome by the Light of Natwre, that
they proceed from wothing, (d.e. ) that no other realon ean
be given, why they arc in me, but only this; thar fomething ss
wanting to »y natsre, which is requifite 2o make it abfolutely
perfett and complear : and if they were true, yetinrelpect they
exhibit fo liule of reality. that I cannet, in the moft abfiralted
contemplation, clearly diftinguifh thae Ziele from morhing ; 1fee
no reafon, why they may not worthily be counted the Minervas of
any own brain, or the produtions of my own thoughts, "Mow
as concemning thefe things, which are clearand diftinét in the Jdeas
of Corporeal Natures ; 1 have dilcovered, that fome of themalfo
be derived from the Idea of my felf : fuch are Swbffance, Du-
ration, Number, 8c. of the fame claffis. For when I confider a
Rone té be a fubftance, or an entity conflicured inma capacity of
[ubhfting perfe ; and ar the fame time confider my !E|F:LT!’¢:- o be
a fubltznce ( although I conceive my felf to be Res cogitans, a:
thinking ens, ahd lock noy upon my {elf as Res exrenfa, a quan-

* mative orextenfive ;= but upon a ftone, as Rer exrenfa, and not

cogirans, and thar therefore there muft be a grear diffimilitude
between thele two conceptions : yet they feem to be reconcifed
and (hake hands. in rermino (ubflantiatizaris ) and aflo when 1
confider, that I now am, -and formerly have been and when I
have- various. cogitations,  whofe number I comprehend : ¥rhen
acquire the Tdeas of Durarion and Number, which I canafer
transfer and apply vo what other things 1pleafe. Bue for the re-
hdue of particular things, whereof the Ideas of Corporeal Na-
wures are compoled : as Exvenfion, Figure, Sitwation, and Mo~
ign s
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tion: thele have not their refidence in me (fince I am nothing
elle, in propriety of effence, but Res cogitans ) formaliter : and
yet, inrelation that they are only certain Afodi [ubflantie, mo-
dificated fubflance, and T alfo am a fubfance ; they feem to be
comprehended inme eminentcr, by way of wranfeentdency. And
fo there remains unexamined only the Jdea of God; inwhich I
am to confider, whether it include any thing, which eannot be
derivative from my felf, ;

By the name Ged, T underfland a corain [ubfance, infimite,
widependent, ommipotent, omnifcient, from which s well my own,
ar all other dependent natures were devived 3 by whofe incompre-
benfible Wifdome, Power, and Goodune (5, the wuiver(e was creared,
according to the admirable Idea formed in his own cternall intel
leét; andis conflantly confervedin the fame pevfect order, and
exquifire bavmony, which in the beginming he was pleafed to
ﬁﬁfmfr.

Now fodivine, excellent, and perfedt are all thefe Astributes,
that whenwith deep, yet humble and reverentiall thoughts I con-
template them, either conjunétively, orditindly, T become full
informed, that they are too great and noble, to L:: derived from fo
mean, frail, and imperfeét a being as my felf : and upon this firm
foundation Ierect to my felf this verity ; Thar God dothexiff,
For though the Idea of a fubftance be included inme for this
caufe, that Tam a fubftances yerit doth rot neceflarily follow,
that therefore T can haye-the Idea of an infinite -fubfance, fnce I

e

ammy felf but finite, unlefs that Tdea fifd proceed from fome

[wbftance really infinite. Nor am I cbliged to think, thac I doe

notconceive an sufinite, by a truwe Idea, Fut, as mof {choolmen
will have it, by the Negation of a finite, as'1 underftand Reft
and Darkypefs by the wegation of Motion and Light: for, on the
contrarie,I' perfpicuoufly underftand, that there is more of Rea-
Jityin an infinite fubftance , then in a finite ; and by conle-
quence that the perception of an infinite eflence, die Deiry, iselder
then,and o precedent unto the percepion of a finite effence, my
felf, For I demand ofthe whole world, by what means poffible

JFfhould come to upderfland, that T doube, defire; fec. (i.e.) that

C 3 {ome-

Article 9.
The Idea of
{]ur:ud, here de-
leribed, cannot
be either for-
mally, or ma-
terially falle,
but the modft
clear, diftinés
and rrue of all
others.
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thine is wanting to my natute, which 1 finde requifite to makeic
perkect; if there were inme no Tdea of 2 more perfect being, by
comparing whoft perfections to my own defcicncies, 1 am
brought to an aflured knowledge of the imperfection, and {o the
{iibordinarien and dependence of my own being.

Nor canit be objested that the fdeg which I conceive of God
is marerially falfe,and therefore poffible to bz defumed from nc-
thing,as thofe Ideas of Heat and Cold formerly examined : for
on the contrary, in this interel, thatus tranfeendencly efear and
diffinét, and comprehends more of ehjective reality, then any
other Idea, which the minde of man can cither conceive, Of CIears;

1o oncis moTe frae per f¢, not in which Iefs fufpicion of fal(hood

can be dewected.  This Idea, Iay, of the fupreme Being, perfece
and infinite, is moft true 5 for thoughic might be imagined polffi-
ble, that there is no fuch entit exiftent, as my Idea reprefents :
yet cannot it beimagined, that the Idea of this Ens [umnssint can
! hibit unto me nothing real, as may the Ideas of Heat, Cold,
&c. Moreover, 1 am confiymed, that chis Idea of God, is of all
others the molt clear and diftinét ; for whatever of reality, veri-
ty and perfection, 1 clearly and diftinélly perceive in all other
Jdeas, is radically concentred in this one, as in the Archiype, ot
univerfal fountain, Mor can this my beleif be ftaggered by this
weak objecuion, that I cannot comprehend an infinite, or that, be-
fides thele Areributes mentioned in the defcription of this fuper-
excellent Idca, there are myriads of other Excellencies in God,
which are too refplendent and remote tobe gazed upon by the
weak and purhlin eye of mans underftanding, and too numerous
to fall under the fhort Arithmetick of reafon, much efs ro be
epicomized or decyphered in the unequall landskip of my cogi-
acions : for I know full well, thaticis of the nature ofan Infi-
nite, not to be comprehended by me, that am finite ; that it is
fuffivient for me to underftand only fo much, and to judge all
thofe things, which I perceive to contain, or import any pertecti-
on, and perchance innumerable other dignities, of which Iam yet
ignorant, to bein God cither formally, or eminently. Sothe Idea,
which 1 conceive of him, is of all others, to which my iotellect
can extend its power of apprehenfion, the moft perfpicwons and
T
I.-
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Notwichftanding,that Imay leave no doubt to eclipfe the fplen-
dorot this aflertion,] permit my thoughts to runinto thisexpoftu-
lation. Perhaps | have not the julkglimenfions of my own effence;
that Lamn a far greater and more perfect fomething, then hicherto
1 haveperceived my felfto e and tharall thole excellencies,
which I fpeculatein the Jdea of God are in fome meafure Fg;m;:f‘.
ally in my nature, though hitherto they have laine dormant, in
Caraciry only, and have not been deducedinto af? : for | al-
read findemy Cogmirionmuch encreafed, nor can I difcover any
impediment, wherefore it may not be every day more and more
enlarged even to infinity ; nor alio, my cogniticn being {o ad-
vanced, why I'may notar length, by the benefic and advantage
thereof, afpire and arife to all thole perfections of God ; nor,
finally, why this capacity of arriving avall thofe perfections, may
hot fl;ﬁ'il:l'.'., upch the Rock of its own ﬁng'[f_- power, to the pro-
duction of their tue and adequate Tdea, And Iam anfivered
from my domeflick eracle,the Ligh of Nature ; thar not ope
ofthofe illations can ftand. For, érﬂ‘, though it be true, thatmy
knowledgemay by degrees be very muchmultiplyed ; and that
many things arein potenria in me, whichare not yecawaked into
their proper operations : ‘yet not onc of all thefe properly be-
leng to the Idew of God, inwhich there is nothing avall’ Poren-
rial ; forthisvery conditien, to be ca pable of augmentation by
degrees, is an undeniable areument of imperfection, Secondly,
thoughmy cegnition fhould be more and more augmented ; -
verthelels T underftand thaticcould never be actually infinice, be-
eaufe v could never be taifed to fuch an A, ot zenith,as to be
aboveall peffibility of farther accefs : but my Idea of the di-
vine nature reprefents. him actwally infinite, o that nething is
wanting, nothing canbe added to the ‘perfection of his pacure,
And laflly, T perceive that the obje@ive effe-of an Jdea cannot be
produced by \a bareporemtial effe, which ( to Ipeaklike a me-
taphyfician, ‘and properly ) is a meer nothing : butonly by an
Attwal or Formal,

Now albeit there is not ene among all thefe notions, whichto
-y retired and ciraumipect confideration, doth not appear a, moft

ferene

Article 10.
A declarement
of the impoffi-
bilicy of the
divine 1deas
delumpeion ci-
ther from our
felyes:
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ferene, noble, and illuftrious truth, demonftrable by the light of
Nature:yet fince, when with more loofe and unastentive thoughts
1 examine them, and when the grofler images of corporeal and
{enfible natures: benight the oggicks of my reafon ; I cannot o
eafily make it out, why the Idea ofa being more noble and per-
fect then my own, muft of neceffity proceed from fome fuch
other being, which s really more perfect ; for this refpect, I fay,
1lcad onmy mind toa further enquiry, viz. wWhetber or no [,
avbo have this Idea, conbd have an exiftence,if there were wo
[wch Ens asmy Idea adumbrates really exiffent ? Fo pariicular;
from what original fhould my being defcend ? either from my
[elfe, or my Parents, or fome other effences of perfection infi-
nitely inferior to thac of God forno phanfie canbe fo wild, as
tofeigneany thing more perfect then, nay not equally perfect
withhim. Now had 1 received my being from my felfe, un-
doubtedly Ifhould notthen have been fubject to thofe frailties
of Dubitation and Defideration, norwould any thing have been
wanting o my nature : for at the fame initant, when Igaveto
my felf a being,affuredly I fhould have given untomy felf alfo all
thofe pecfections, whereof T have the Idea inmy mind, and fo I
my felf fhould have been God. Nor am 1 bound to conceive,
chat thofe excellencies, wanting to the accomplifament of my
nature, can be more difficult to acquire, then thofe graduall abi-
lities, of which I am already mafter : for on the contrary, tis ma-
nifeft, that it muft import infinicely more of difficulty for me to
have had a being, (. .) fora Cogirant fomething mgc deduced
from nething, then for me being once confticuted in a Capacity,
to ammainto the cognition of many things, whereof I am now
actually ignorant,, which canbe cfteemed no more butthe Aeci-
demes of that [ubffance. And affuredly , had I borrowed the
greater, my fubffantiality , frommy own ftock of powier; I
{hould :m:ﬁavc denied untomy felf the lefs, thole Accamulati-
additions, nor any other of thofe divineac-

ons, or accidentall
complifhments, which I underftand to be included inthe Idea

of God: why? becaule no one of thole feem more difficule
to beacquired ; andif any were more difficult for me to alpire

unto, tis more thea probable I fhould underftand that difficulty,
if
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if I had thole Facwlties, of which my nature {tands poflefled,

from my own donation, in refpest I fhould find my power to be

tezminated in them, Nor doc I evade the convictive rigor of

thele reafons, if I adventure on this fuppofition ; that I have bees

ever heretofore, as I nowam : as if the induéion of this hypo-

thefis would be, that therefore I am to tracethe gencalogy of my

eflence no higher then my felf; or feck out no other caule of; tny

Exiftence ; torinrefpect that all rime may be divided into innu-

merable parts, each whercof hath no neceflary dependence on the

reft, cither precedent, or fubfequent; from hence, that Ihave

formerly been, is no valid confequence that therefore I muft now

be,unlefle fome other caufe be admitted, which dothfrefhly create

mie in cach of thofe particles, or atoms of time, and particularly

i this inftant moment, ( 7, ¢.) doth conftantly conferve me in
being. For manifeft it muft be to any that looks attentively into
the nature of Duration; that to the Confervation of any thing

through all thofe feveral minutes, in which its exiftence cnc?;rr:rh,
s required no lefs then the fame power and ad, which is necel..
lary to the Creation of the fume thing anew, ifit were not alrea-
dy exiftent : and conlequentdy, chat che 2& of Confervation doth
not at all, but in the clondy reafon of man, differ from the alt of
Creation. Thele things thus ftated, | am concerned to propole to
my {elf chis interrogation ; Whether there be any power inherent
in my nawre, whereby I may beenabled to conlerve my felf the
fame in the furure that T am nowin the prefent? for fince I am
nothing but a meer res cogirans ( for here 1 precifely regard only
that part of my felf, which is properly and diftinétly a Cogirane
Jfwbftance ) if there were any fuch power confervatory radicated
inmy eflence, doubtlefs I Ihouim confcious of it; bucI am
<onyicted, there is none fuch,and therefore from this one evidence,
that I cannot maintain or perpemiace my own being, for the
fhorte{t moment imaginable : I judge, that I am [wbordinate
Hnto, and dependent upon (ome other Entity diffinét from my [elf,
But (to tolerate any doubt in this my meditation, in order to
the exclufion of all doubes from the incended refult or conclufi-
on) put the caic, that this Entitie, to whole lufficiency 1 owe my
Confervation ( pardon 6 ! thou incomprehenfible Effence, thou
areat

17
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Aricle 11,
{: from [ome
other caale lefs

" eat and fole Preferver of men, pardon this fuppofition, that
modeftly intends only the clearer demonfiration thy Suprema-
¢y) is notGed ; and tha 1 deduce my roduction from my
Parents,or fome other caule lefs perfect then Ged, For deter-
mination ; tis an Axiome, to whicwrﬂcr}r Sceprick will readily
condelcend, Tamtundem ad minimum effe debere in canfa, quan-
rsm eft incffeéin, there muft be fo much atleaft inthe caufe, 2s
s tound in the cffect: and therefore fince I am res cogirans, a
fubftance thinking , ad baving a cerain Idea of God in me,
wha- caufe foever be atlength affigned for the principle or foun-
tain of my being, that caule alfo mult be Ens cogirans, and muit

poffels the Idea of all thole perfections, which Iaferibe unto God.

Now of that caufeitmay be again enquired, whether it were de-

rived from it felf, or fromfome other Canle; for if from it

felfe , then may it bee natunally collected, from what
hath preceded in this difquifition, that fucha Caufeis God, For
as it hath the power ( or act ) of felf-exiffence, ot [elf-conlerva=
rien+ fo alio,undoubtedly hach itthe ability of actually poffeffing
all fuch perfections, the Idea whereof it comprehends in it felf,
( i. e. )all fuchaccomplifhments, as 1 conceive to be concen-

tred in God.

Bur if from fome other caufe ; thenT repeat my queffion a-
gain concernirg this-other caufe,whether that had its being from it
ielf. or from another, ontill T arrive fuccefMively atthe firff Canfe,
or higheft linke in the chain: which alio will be Ged. For no
melancholy can be fo ablurd, as to dream of a progrels s infimi-
exms in the feries of Caufes; efpecially, fince 1 doe not here in-
tend that Caufe onlyy, which did in rime paft produce me, but
principally that, which doth cox‘erve me in the prefent. Nor
can it be imagined, that a pluralicy of Canfes met, concurred,
and fnnf'p'trrcF to the making up of my nature, and that from one
caufe L inherited the Idea of one of the pertections which I aters-
bute 1o God ; from a fecond the Idea of another; froma-third,

che 1dea of another, &c. fo that all thefe perfections may, in--
deed be found [Fverally in the diftinct and fcattered peices ofthe
Wniver'c, but no where conjoyaed and amafled together in one

fingle
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fingle Eflence, which mightbe God. For on the contrary, the
Urity, Simpliceey, Infeparabilivy, or Tdentity of all thole ex-
cellencies in God, is one of the chiefeft of thofe perfections, which
I underftand tobe inhim : nor, affuredly, could the Idea of the
Uniry ot all chofe his Perfections be placed in me by any other
caufe,from whom I could not acquire the Ideas of other perfecti-
ons allo ; nor could he have effected, that 1 fhould underfland
them comjoyned and married together by an indiffoluble union -
unlefs he had allo effected, that I thould know what they are,
in their pirﬁm (Fiom.

Tocxpunge the laft (cruple, and fo render this demonfiration
of the Exiflence of God, fair and immaculate ; have notm
Progenitors devolved a being to my Parents, and they devolyed
the fik: tome ? and may not this Idea of thofe perfections, which
I auribute to God, be implanted radicall y int this my being fo de-
tived downtome by propagation,without the neceffary infercion
of it, by the immediate hand of any fuch Supreme nature really
exifient, in which all thofe Areribures are Formaily inherent, and
cocflential ? By nomeans. For though I may, in fome lati-ude,
allow my Parentsto be the caufes of my generation ; yet cannot
I think them to be the caufe of my Conlervation, fince they can-
not conferve themfelves : nor have they made me what T am,
(4. e. ) conftituted me to be Res cogstans, an Entitic whole narure
istothink ; but onely as {ubordinate and inftrumental caulcs,
have contributed certain requifite difpofitions, or qualifications
to that macter, in which Tunderftand my felf, (i.e. ) my mind or
rational foul ( which in this difcourfe, I conflanty take for the
whole of my felf) tobeenthrined. And upon the credic of this
confideration, there can be no difficulty taken up to countermand
the certitude of my affertion ; but 1 may fafely conclude : that
from this pofition, 7 am exiftent, and my minde contains a
certain Idea of a moft perfedt being, (1 c. ) of God; it is
moft genminly andmoff evidently demonfirated, thas God is alfe
E xiftent,

Da Having

19

———

Arocle 12,

Y O:fromour

PParents.




The Exiftence of God drm:uﬂrmd.

Article 13-
T he conceri-
ment of allzar a
conclufion thac
the 1des of the
divine naruie
isinnxe and
i:q_.i'|:|¢."|l.'l-| (4]
the milng of

ELIL.

Havine fufficiently affured my fel f, that this Tdea, which T have
of the Supreme Being, or moft and only perfett Ens, is too ex-
cellent to be defumed from my felf, from my Parents, or from
orber Canfes, whichimport not fo much of Reality Formal and
FEminent, asthe Idea imports of objective : itremains only, that
I explore Low and when 1 received this Idea from God. Forl
hever drew it in through the windowes of my fenfes 3 nor was
it ever obtruded upon me without either my expettation, or no-
tice, as frequently the Ideas of fenible objets are, when thofe
cbjects offcr themfelves to the external organs of the fenfes ; nor
was itever medelled, or coyned by me, inthe laboratory of my
Imagination, fince it is not in my power either to detrat any
ching from, or fuperadd any thing unto it: Wherefore it muft be
primitively implanted in, and cangenial tomy very E[ence,no
otherwile thenas the Idea of my flf is implanted, or eflentially
imprefled upon my felf, And furely, to a fober and well ardered
confideration, it can feem no wonder, that God, when he was
pleafed to create e hath imprinted this Idea of himfelf apon my
Sond, that it might remain asan indelible Mark or Signature §
whereupon when 1 reflet my cogirations, I fhould inftantly
Yknow and acknowledge my felf to be the work of his almighty
hand., Noris it neceflary, that this Mark ot Imprefs {hould be
a thing phinly diftinct from the work_ it felf, from my Effence ;)
but upon this one ground, that God hath created me ; tisvery
credible; that he created me, in fome degree, or relpett, afrerthe
Similicude and image of himfelf, and that this Similicude,
whercin the Idea of Ged is included, may be underitoed by me,
by the operation of nformation of the fame Facwlry, by which 1
am impower’d to underftand my felf z (4. e. ) that when Icon-
vert the eye of my Soul, my reafon, inwards upon my felf; 1
doe not enly clearly perceivemy iclf to be an Entity incom lear,
dependens on fome Superior principle, and indefinitely afpiring
ro grearer and better things: but at the fame inftant, I under~
fand allo that Swperior Principle, upon which I d:ptnd,tu poffels
all thofe greater accomplifhments, not indefinirely and in po-
eentiaonly, buteveninfinirely and aftually,and fo to be God.

' And:
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And fo all che nervesof the Argument may betwifled togetlier  Article 14.
wato this fhore ( though never-to-be-b.oken ) Cord ; thac | can- An abftaaét,or
Lot but acknowledge it an 2biolute impoffibility that 1 (hould #Anacephalxo-
; : - = . 3 ' e fis of the whaole
exift, bcmgr::-rlnc]:nmru:uns]am.{ﬂ.r'._ having the Idea of God ;4 avioe
. L = = = . CIONEErarionn.,
-Impﬁmﬁ} upon my mind, unlels God alio did really exift : that
very God, 1 mean, whole Idea isinme, (1. ¢, ) an infimree|fence
actwally ng_u":;,-’,,-_;',,g all perfettions, 1.'-.".1I.r;|l -:1'1*.':-!1551 I cannot cempre-

Jend, yet in lome degree I can, with humility and veneration,
fpecalare, through the perfpeitive of profound and abliratted

: i '.:g:'r.:ri-:l.:r.
| Sscr. 1.

- Ow in confideration that many of thole Aferaphyfieal
| T ermr, and ﬁﬂgu!.-zr r.t'p.-‘rlih'a.a:_rj which I have been toreed
tomakeufe of in the precedent demonfiration of the £xifence
of God, may be conceived cither too difficuit for the unriper fore
of-heads, or at bealt ambigsons, and thercfore lubjeltre perverhion,
as not being (ufficiently adequateand refirained to thole notions,
to which 1 have npp[i:‘d them ¢ 1 have I:hﬂl:ghr it requifite Lo
ﬁ:hjcr}rn the }uniculnr Explanation, or proper nff,f?!ff:mu ofeach,
chat 1 could beleive fubjelt to ebleurity, or exceprion.

Tn theword Cogiration, I comprehend whatloever is focon-  Ardicle .
tained in us, that we are immediaccly conlcious thercof. Thusall The impor-
the operations of the Will, Intelleét, Imagination, 4nd Senfes. tance of the
fall under this one notion of Cogitations: and the parcle im- term, Cogita-
mediarely, 1 have amnexed to exclude all thofe things, thac are S
confequent to thefe operations, as metien voluntary hath Cogita-
tion for its original, butisicfelf planly diftinct trom cogiration,

'y an Idea, 1underfland that forme of any Cogitation, by Aricle 2,
the immediate pereeption whereof 1cemeto be fully conlcious Ofan Tdea..
of that particular cogitation ; fo that I can exprefs no one thing
i words, when 1 underftand what I fpeak, but from thenceicis

made evident. unto me, that I havein methe particular Idea of
7 that
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Artcle 1.
Of the ob-
jective reality
of an Idea.

Article 4.
Ofthe For-
mal,and emi-
nent being of
Arributes in
the objedts of
of Ideas.

Article 5.
Oz [ubftance.

Article 6.
i the word,
Mind.

Ideas : yea, in chisditcourte, I doe not allow them to be Ideas

that thing, which 1fignifie by chofe words. Andfo I doenot
call only thofc fmages depicted or engraven on my Phanfie,

as they are depitedin my P’r"‘f’-"j corporeal, i, e. inany parcel
of my brain ; but only asthey ferve, as certan charaéters, to in-
forme my minde, when converced upon that part Ofmf bram, i
where my phanfie is {cated.

By the objeftive reality of an Idea, T intend the Entiry of that
thing reprefented by that Idea.  And according to the famein-
tention, we may lay, the Perfeition objective, or Artifice ob-
jective, &c. For whatever things we perceive as inthe objelts of
Ideas, the fame things in every particular-are objettively included
in the Ideas of thole objects.

The {ame things arefaid o be Formally in the objefts of Ideas,
when they are cruly fuch in them,as we perceive them to be, or
when our Ideas exprefly refpond o their nature: and Epsinmently,
when they are not indeed Talia, but Tanta, equivalent, info-
much that they may be their convenient fubflicutes, or fervein
their rooms,

A Subftance (ignifies any thing wherein, as in [wbjecto, is im-
mediately inherenc any Qmality, or Ateribute, whofe Idea is in
us ; or upon which any thing, that we perceive,immediately de-
pends for its exiftence, For we can have noother Idea of a fub-
ftance, precilely fo taken, more then this; that it is a thing,
wherein either Formally, or Eminent/ythat fomething which we

reeive, or which is ng}m"ﬂvcl:,r in any of our Ideas, hath its ne-
ceflary exiftence : why ? becaule the light of Nature makes au~
thentick that A xiome, Nallnm effe nibils reale areributam ;or,as
Avriftotle, Non-entis non funt Accidentia,

By the terme Mens, the Adind, 1import a {ubftance, whole
prime Artribute is Cogitation ; for in this place I Ipﬂ.]-l.' rather of
the Mind, then ofthe Son/, inregard theword Soul is equivecal,
and frequently uled co exprefs fomething corporeal, -

Rt §
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By a Body is implicd that Subffance which is theimmediate
{ubjeét of extenfion local, and other accidents, which preluppole
extenfyon, as Figure, Situation, local Motion, g,

Two [ubfiancesare faid to be really diffinguifi's, when each
of them can realy lublift wichout theaffittance of the other.

That fwbfance, which we underftand to be [spremely perfeil,
and wherein we perceive no defeét, or limitation of perfection
to be involved, is that we call God.

5xcr.lV.
TH:’: Achilles, or moft potent ehje@ion, which not only the

feirce Militia of the Pulpic; but even fuch more temperate
heads, a5 have not been refined to a heighe fufficient to adnic the
tincture of abftratied and immaterial netions, may fend to en-
counter my Affertion, Thar 1 have a clear, diftint, and true
Tdea of God in my mind, isthis: Infiniewm, gua infinitum eff ig-
mct#my, that God being infinite, and therefore incomprehenfible,
tis impolfible for man, while his intelle® is mutfled up in flefh,
to havea clear and difknét Idea of his Being. To inltanceina
thing, betwixt which and che infinity of God is a vaftdilparity ;
let the molt Geometrical wit in the World think wich the moft
ferious, midnight and fixt atention, upona Chiliagon, or igure
with a rooe Angles: yet (hall he acquire in hismind, buta dark
and confufed reprefentation or modell thereof, and cannot di-
Rinctly either adumbrate or conceive that chiliagonicall figure ;
becaule he doth not particularly and rorally fpeculate eachone of
the 1000 fides, or lareral lines, of which it doth conift, And if
fo, well may it be doubred, how [ can conceive the Idea of an fn-
fimize dittinétly and withoue canfufion ; when I cannot exale my
thoughts to furvey all thofe innumerable perfedkions, which mect

together to the conftitution of its infinity.
This doubt 1 muft welcome , and honour, as the lindable
effect of thatdue yoneration, or noble zeal, which oughtto be
kindled

Article 7,
Of a Body,

Arricle 8.
O the real di-
ftinftion of
two [ubftances,

Article o,
OF the fub-
{tance fuprem-
lyperfeét.

Armicle 1.

Objedt, 1.
Thatthie mind
afrnm_,h:ing
finite, cannot™
extend to the
clear and di
tind incelle-
Etion of an 1~
fimite, quatenns
an Jeffrire: and.
the

Solution there=-
of by three
ditkin&ions.
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kindled in every breft, upon the fenfe of that immente difpropor-
tion beowixe the invifibilicy, infinity, and incomprehenf: ilicy of
the Creator ; and the narrow extent, or, indeed, the comparative
nothing of the Creature ; nor can I think the debalement of our
own limited nature, other then a pious and worthy cognizance of
che majefly and incircumlicription of his: yet tolaushe, thacnone
can have a morelively apprchenfion of his own fraildcs, infirmitics
and defed’s, nora greater efteem of the excellencies and accom-
plithments of God, then my felf ; and thae 1 more then once
look’c upon, and throughly examined the weight of this leeuple,
long before 1 thought it fafe to acquielce in the Affirmative, |
thus anfwer.

An Infinite, quatenns an infinite, can, in troth, by no means
be comprebended ; and yer neverthelels ic may be snderflood: in-
fomuch as clearly and diftindtly to undetftand the nature ofany
thing to be fuch, as that no limits, terminations, or circumlcripa-
ons can be found therein ; is clearly and diftinétly ro underftand
the fame to be infinite. And heer I diftinguifh beewixt Frdefini-
£ am and fuﬁmrum : cﬂ]l:lﬂgl ].'I'I'ﬁ'f"Clel' and prr_'l:-ll:l::}ﬂ that an in-
finite, in which no limits, tenms, or ends canbe, on any part,
difcovered ; in which accepration, Ged is only infinite: buc
fuch things, wherein, under fome latitude of reafon enly, T ac-
knowledue no end or termination ; fuch are the extenfions of
the imaginary Ipace without Trifmegiftus his circle, or onthe
outfide of the world ; the multicude of Numbers; the divilibili-
ty of the parts of quantity, &c. fuchT call Indefinite, and not in-
finite, becaufe on fome part they muft confels a hnality, or ter-
mination.

Again, T put a difference between the Formal Reafon, or Infi-
ity of an infinite; and the fubjeét of that infinity, or thing
which is infinite. Now, as for the Jufinity ; though we under-
fiand that to be moft Pofirive ; yet we cannot underftand it but
only by a kind of Negation, viz. trom hence, that we can dif-
cover no limitation in the ching : but as for the (ubjeét of this
infinity, or infinite thing, we underftand it Poffrively, burnot

adequarely (. e.) wedoenot comprehend all thacis intelligitle
inthat thing. - Thus when we caft our eyesupon the Sea, though
our
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fight cannot extend to alland every parr thereof nor meafure
every inch of its immenfe vaficy ; yet may we be properly faid
to behold the fea.  And if we look uponitata great diftance, io
that our eyes feem to take it in all a once, we doe not feeir bue
dimly and confufedly, as it were in 2 cthin, blew landskip ; as al-
10 wedoenot imagine a Chiliagon but obfcurely and in fradtures,
when we comprehend all the lateral lines thereof atonce: yet it
we approachthe fea at a very vicine diftance, and camelily fixe
our eyes upon any one part thereof, fuch a vilfioy may be clear
and diftin’t, asalfo may the imagination of 2 Chiliagon , if our
Phanfie extend to no more, then one or two of the fides thereof
atonce, By the fame reafon, that God cannotbe comprehended
by the narrow mind of man, ] willingly erant with all the {chool-
men ; nor can he be dilinétly underftood by thoté, who unadvi-
fedly endevour ro comprehend him all at once, and as it were to
gaze upon him a far oft; in which laudable fenfe, the mofk fub-
tile D* T bom. Agwin, affirmed, Cognofeere Dewm effein aliguo
commant, (wb quadam confufione, in quantum fcilices Desis eff
hominzs beatitndo, id marwraliter wobss infertum eff, that the cop-
nition of the Being of God, is implanced in our minds, under a
certain confufion, ot cloudy reprefentation - by whoever, witha
pravious awe, and becoming reverence, {hall endeyour to fingle
out his perfections, conemplate each fucceflively, not fo much
to comprehend them, as to be comprehended by them, and im.-
ploy allthe nerves of theirintelled (fequefltred from the contagi-
on of fenfibility and C orporeiry )inthe | ong and wary fpeculaci-
on of them: fuch happy perfons fhall afluredly find in him more
fatisfactory, ample, and eafie matter of clear and diftin&® cogni-
ten, then in all the world befide,

Thirdly, I difctiminate an Intelle@ion Adeguate from an In.
telletion Gradual, or conforme to the flender capacity of man.
For the Firff, twere madnefs beyond: the power of Hetlebor for
any manto dream, that he could underftand an Infinite, Conce-
pr# adeguato by a comprehenfion £l y aslarge,and exadily pro-
portionate unto that Infinite; nay itmay be'a very hard queftion,
whether the armes of our under{tanding be long ‘enough to com-
menfurate the full natyre of any Finite object, though nere fo
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fmall, by an Tdea exadly refpondent, and equal inall points :
for theatker, every fober manis able to find within himielf, that
the wings of his mind are nos (o clipe, as that it cannet afpireto
the Gradual cognition of an Infinite, fimira o ad modwlnm by
msani ingenii accammodata cofnitiont, If any fhalk peowerr this
Diftintlion to o boilter a latitude, 25 to revors ; that when §
confels my underflanding too fhallowand dark. to comprehend:
an infinice, Congepes adequars, } doeatthe fame timeimpliciccly
concede, thac T can know no more thena part of an: infiice; and
indecd the lealt parewhich can hefaid ro carry the repreflentation
of an infinice no mote then the effigies of one fingle hir to repre-
fear the whele body ofa man.: ) thall fmoothly rcjoyne, thatre
afficme, thac if we tully comprehend any thing, that. ching muff be:
infinize, is 2 plain and cbvious conmadidion jw rermuimer ; fince
the Idea of 4nv infinite, if true, cannetbe comprehended, Fncom~
prehenfibilicy being the formal attribmee of aminfinite ; and yer
neverchelefs it isewident, that the Idea, which we baye of anin-
finice , doth refemble not only fome one particular part,
but even really and cruly the whole thereof , co madb; guo ree
prafemtari deber per humanam ideams , though doubdels a
fac mere acourate and diltinét, (4, & ) perfedt Idea may be allow-
ed to be in the more lumineus and clear intellelt of God, of
_dngels, or other magares more smtelligent thenman, Thuswe
doubt not, buta, € lones, who never heard of Ewsclid, or learned
ane AxiomeinGeemetry, may notwithftanding have inhis mind
the Idea-of a whole Triangle, when: heis once inftruéted, that a
Triangle is a Fignwre caomprehended i three lines, thoughe
he: remain ignerant of many other things, which 2 learned:
Geometrician knowes intelligible in: thae Figure, andinfatiace
ly fpeculates in the Idea. thereof : for, as to undesftand 2
figure included in thuce lipes, is fufficient tor acquire: die
Idea of 2 whele Triangle ; fo. alfo: to underfiand 2 thing nee
to be comprehended, or terminated by any limits or ends;
s fufficient. to, the acquifitian: of a toue: and: entire: Ideaaf cher
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This Idea you have of God, isnomorethen Ews rationmss,a  Article 3,
meer figment, or Chimzra, thac hath nio exifienceatall butin bjett,z,
your imcelleét; and therefore hath no mote of perfection, or That che Idcs
realicy objeiive then your own mind thae framed ir, :':’“‘Lll‘ft'i‘:':?f

Ens rationss hath a double fignification ; ( 1.)itimportsa d;_-u'u'ir:zhil

meer abftralted Norion, devoid of all reality, or a pure New- min of man,
emtity ; ( 2. ) it fignifies every aperation of the imtelledt, or, more isa meer Ens
plainly, Ensa racione profeétsm: in which acceptation, thewhole ratiems:and the
World may be properly tyled Enr rationss divine, oran emity ~ Solut.
created by a fimple andy pureaét of dhe divine intelle®, Nowin
this laft fenfe only ean T allow that tranfcendent idea of God co
be Ens rationss, a clear and difkin& reprefentation of the moft
perfect Being, engraven by his own finger upon my underltanding:
and to that unprevaricate judgment, that fhall maturely perpend
the contents, and logical connexion of our precedent meditation,
ic will plainly appear, that we intend fuch a Perfettion, ot reality
ebjetive in this Idea, which (nolefs thenthat Arrifice obpeltive,
which s in the Idea of any engine moft ingenioufly fabricated )
requiresa Canfe, wherein all chatis really and formally contained,
whichis included in the Idea only objeétively, and atfecond hand,
or by reflexion.

Though we grant your Thefis, that this Idea hathmore of Artigle 3.
Perfeition, or objeitive realiry, then your Alind: yet cannor Objedt. 3.
your A fwmption ftand, that therefore your Adfind cannotbethe Thaan of &
Author of this Idea ; fince an Effest may have a degrec of Pep- may have moce
feGion, or reality, which neither is, nor ever wasin the Canfe “ir’al;ﬁ;f'
thereof, To inflance, common obfervation reacheth, thar Flics, fhm its Cauge
Frogs, &c. infects, asallo fome Plants are generated by the Sun, and che
rain,and earth mutually cooperating by a kind of feminal con-
fermentation, or fertile putrefaétion ; and yet in neicher of thofe
caules will any man allow (o higha Perfettion, as that of Vitali-
ty: Ergo, e,

My Inference isfounded on the rock of reafon, and therefore  §o74s,
%o impregnableto be demolihed by fo fecblea h-utt;,v- For firft,
it is indubitace, that thete can be no Perfeétion in Awimals de-
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voyd of reafon, whichisnot allo in bodies devoyd of Anima-
tion » orif there were, that Perfeftion mult be extradvenient, or
derived unto them from fome torreign principle : nor arethe Sun,
rain, and earth the Adeguare Casfes of Infefts, ot Animals
whofe produsiion is {pontancous and without other {eminalitie,
then that analogous [perme ::-fq:ntl’l.!pti::ln; and it founds difcor-"
dane in the harmonious ears of logick for any man, only becaufe

he is ignorant of any other Caule that may conduce. to the gene-

razion of aninfe&. ( £ £. ) hath fo many degrees of perfeltion, as
a5 an Infect hach, therefore o ftageer the truth of an Axiome ra-

tifiedby the Light of Narsve. Yor, Quod nibil fie ineffeitn,

rf,-m.j non vel fimili, vel eminentiori alique #tods pracxriterit in
canla, 182 Fir(F notion, at which no man can quarel, buc he muft

implicitely ahjure his own rcalon : nor doth the ancient and

vulgar maxime, @ nihilo nikil fieri, differ from ir, bue only in
terminis ; becaule if it be conceded, that any thing is found in the
I:!f::,'tr which cannot be found in i caulz, icmult aliobe rc.nccdfd_,‘
that this fomething was made by nothing ; ner am I convinced

why nothing may not be the caule of fomething, but only from

this evidence to the contrary, thatin fuch a caude there would not

be the fame, nor any thieg equivalent unto thar, whichisin the
cftelt. Secondly | thau:.:,r Adind cannot be the .{:’j:ﬁrimr canfe
of this tranfcendent Idea, needs neither declarement, nor fupport,
other then this canonical pofition ; that wharfoever reality or
perfeition is only objeitively in onr Ideas,muft be either formally,
or Aar fr.rﬁ eminently in their F:"{IMJ'_]F;‘:‘. ¥ f.n'gh.*,;.f_: 2 ami I.IFEIT!
this one pin hangs all the certihcation, or aflurance; that any man
can have of the real exiflence -Df:m}r other thing in the world { the
Supreme Being only excepred ) befides himfelf; for from whae
hint could we have fulpetted , thac fuch or fuch rhings are
exiftent, without the orb of our own nacure, buc only from this =
that their idea, or reprelentations have been conveyed into our
minds, by the organs of our fenfes? And thac we have a certain
Idea, or umbrage of the molt potent and moft perfot Being; as
allo, that the Reality objettive of this Ideais fo- excellenr, asthae
it cannot be difcovered o be in us cither Formadly, er Eminently s
will be fo clear, ferene, and onthodox a truth, as to be (worne to
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by any, who with thoughrs fufficiencly conftant and awentive (for
itisa chief Poffulate, or requifice condition on the behalfe of any
man, that intends his own fatsfadtion in this abfeufe particular,
st dise multnmque in watnra Enbis fumme perfeti contemplanda
smmoreswr ) fhall be pleafed to confort their meditations with
mine upon this excellent and moft neceflary fubjed. For s not
inthe power of my pen to obtrude that notien upon any man,
the admiffion and recention whereof immediately depend upon
his:own cogitation; T mean an affurance of the cortinnde of this
demonftration, when he is refolved not to be divorced from that
uncemely grandmother of Error, Prejudice ; norto open the
ears of bis beleif to the moft prevalent charms of argument, or

tafte thofe limpid freams, which flow from the fount of all our
knowledge, the Light of Nature,

Whereas, upon a profound and calme confideration of all.and
each of thofe Attributes enumerated in Yyour defeription of that
excellent Idca, which you pretend to have of God ; ‘s that heis
a fubiizncc,inﬁni::,imicpmdr:nt, fuperlatively both incelligent and
potent. by which your felfand all che world was created, &c. we
find it nor demonftratively neceflary, that the Tdea of fuch an
Ens, wherein all thofz perfetions ‘are concentred and united,
fhould be implanted in your mind immediately by that Ens : we
conclude thatit may be framed and cempofed of your feveral
Collettionr from other extermal objelts. To defeend to particu-
lars. (1. ) When by the werd, Ged,you underitand a .5-",#;'51,.'“;*:;;-:54“;
Reafon not any Idea,aflures youthat God doth exifft: Swbfance
and Exiffence being twins, that cannot live bu conjoyned hand
m hand. (2. ) Fromthe notiop Iufinite, (i.e.) fomething that
you cannot comprehend nor ima gine any limits,or extremes there-
in,fo as that your thoughes can ever arrive at a Ne selira - there
arifeth unto your mind an Idea not of an /nfimity divine ; burof
the termination or circumfcription of your fnite nature, (3.)In-
dependent founds no more then this, that you cannot conceive,
Or imagine any caufe or original of God : from whence is mani-
feft, that from the rerme Independent, you can colle@ no other
Idea, bue the memory of your own Ideas, which had their feveral
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ariginations at uch and {uch dmes, and therefore are dependent.
Wherefore, to fay that God is independent js sothing more thea
that God s im.{m number of thole things, of winch you can
imagineno original, or Caufe: as alfo, to fay that God is
infinite, is all one, in the import, with this, that God isin the
catalogue of thole things, wherein your thoughts candilcover no
end, limitation, or circumicription. And thus every Idea of God
isexcluded ; for what Idea can therebe, withou either original,
or terminacion ? { 4. ) Swperlatively Ineclligent ; here we de-
fire to be informed, by what kind of Idea you underftand the
IntelleStion of God 3 (5. ) Maft patent ; here allo we require by
what Idea you can under(tand porency, which impocts chings in
futurg only,and therefore not exiftenc ? undoubredly we alcend
to the cognition of power, by the fteps of Memory, and reflexion
upon former aétions, progreffing by the conduét of Ratiocination,
thus ; thus he hath done, ergo he had power thus to doe, ergo
being (il the fame, he hath power to doethe like againin dwﬂE
wre. Now all thele are Ideas, which may be extraéted from ex-
ternal objedts, ( 6.) Creasor of allthings ; we can pourtray to
out fclyes a certain refemblance of a Crearion, by drawing the res
Aexions of thofe things we have feen with our eyes ; aswhenwe
imagine a man beginning and growing asicwere froma pointto
that figureand magnitude, which he hath in his full flacure or vi-
rility : nor are we perfwaded thagany man can have other Idea
then this, at che word Creator ; but yet that we can imagine the
world 1o be created, is no ebliging argument to prove the crea-
ton. And therefore, though it had been demoniirated by y
that {omeching Jnfimite, Independent, Brc, dothexiff; yet cou
it beno genuine inference , that thercfore a Crraror doth exiff
unlels you (hall adventure to undertake the juflification of this
argument ; fomething is exiftent, which webeleive to have creas
ted all things befide it felf ; ergo the world was once created
thatfomething. In fine, when you affirme that the Idea of God,
asallo of your own Soul,is rmplantate inand camgenial to your
FEffence, we defire tobe inflrufted, whether the fouls of men,
when they fleep moft profeundly and withour dreams , excreife |
their faculty of Cogitarisn 3 ormore plainly, whether they rhink? |
“.




The Exiftence of God demsonflrared.

ifno, then at fuch: times they have no Ideas: and thereforens
Idea canbe innate, e¢ eongenial, for whar ever is inmate,iv als
ways prefent. B
To the firff pare of this ebjefion T anfiver in general ; that no
oac of thole Atributes, which belong o my Tdea of dhe [wpreme
Being, can poffitly bedefumed from £ vrermad shyefts, asfrom dn
rigioal, or prmitive exemplar ;. becawte in Ged we can find no'=
thing mmf:wm}u analegy, or fimilimde rochole chings' that
arrinCorporeal Entivies ; bor whatloever we contemplace in our
Ideas ehar is diffimilar or difproportionace co eorpareal natures,
thiae muft proceod: ot from therni bur from the caute of char dt.
verfity ivour cogitations And: here' Idemand. low dny'miat cdnf
deduce: the Idex of the Faalleition of God from corporesl obe
jede? but whae kind of Ides I Ravye thereof, Ffully explain,
when Lfay, thac by an Idea T inimace o that, which s the formre
gfﬂrfmrprim: snd who is there, that dody rior perceive ( dhe
Phulyjapher calls it ik of the ingelled® Ychar he' doth pne
derftand: thenarure of this ar chat object, upon which his‘cogiras
tionsisiacting ; and by confequence; who hath ner an Tder ofHis
owa Intellection, which Ly indefinite exutending of it, he forms
toam Ideaof the divine Imelleftion, and: fo of aff oter of hig
Arcribures 3
Fotheather pary Frecurn, inbreif ; thar whereas T have made
uleafithe ldexof Gud',.whidﬁrimprrl'ﬁd upon'themind of man,
asan invincibleargument to: demonfirarethe exiftence of God';
and.thatin: this Ides {o immenfe = Poremry is' included, thae we
may underfancitro berepugnane to reafon; if God disth: exift,
that amy thing befides hinv in the world caiexiff unlefs icbe crea=
ted: by himy. and ent upon: hiimy: ireanney Bur appeara
dived and jultindudtion, thar dpw'Whﬂlt world, or allichings' lfe
i in: being: befides God, wereorvated by him: Tournrie
the: laft: knop comceming: the ec/iple of this Idea of God, in our
mudnighe {1 when: all: our Facultiesdifappear; it is required’
only that vertifethe Reader; dhatwhen'T affirme tae chere jsia
certain Idea of God immare and congenial vous, I' doe nor mean
thacthisddea is always obver(anr, or conftand i held fortlito the
eyes: of our mind:; for: im thatfen(e no: [dea cant beinnate : bue
enly that we have within us a certain Facwlty ox Power iffam
ideams

Solut.
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ideam eliciewdi, of extraftingiv; or that by the dignity of our
Eflence,we are empower’d to fpeculate that fmpre/ or Signarare
of the Deity,when we convert our cogitations attentively upon it.

Though we fhould 2pplaud your [fuperffraiture, that che Idea
of God is not “to be dejumed from any other caufebue himfelf;
yetcan we not but fufped the fabilicy of your Cerner-ffone, of
capital realon thereof, wviz. thar mothing can be (uperadded nnte,
nathing detraéted from thar Idea, And roward the flubverfion of
it, we need adtecre no greater an engine, then our friendly advice,
that you would confider how fmala garden-plot of fcience, well
manured, may in procefs of timebe enlarged intoa {pacious cam- -
pania ; -that tis not impoflible for you to be infonned, either by
men more learned then your {elf, or by the extraordinary revela-
tion of Angels, or lome other commuanication from other natures
more intelligent then man, of many more perfeitions or Arri-
butes in ch.E then you have hitherto dilcovered : that God him-
felf may be pleafed, by the irradiations of his facred Spirit, fo to
illuminate your intellect even in this lite of ignorance, as to afford
you a brighet reflex ofhis glories, and fo augment your know-
ledge of hus excellencies : that your Soul, when fhe fhall havethe
dark curtain of flefh withdrawn by the rough hand of death, and
be advanced to the Bearifical vifion ; (hall know fo much more
of Divinity, then what you can apprehend now, that incompari-
fon thereof your prefent Idea of it, may well be accompted im-
perfet, and therefore capatle of addition : that in your infancy
you perceived no fuch Idea atall ; at leaftic was notfo accurace *
and perfect as ac this daiy’, when it hath received the acceffes of
your more learned {peculations : in fhott, that as you have not
attained a full cognition of the perfeétions of inferior effences, nor
can ever hOPc for it, atonce, but muft alc by the fuccellive
gradations of new difcoveries ; fo can you not acquirea full cog-
nition of the Perfeftions of the fupreme Ems, at once, but may
have your Idea of him made more and more perfet every day,
by new additions. :

When you reprehend this tenent of mine, that the Idea of God
engrayen on the mind of man, is uncapable cicher of Addirion,

. i
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ot Subjtraction,youfeem to have no regard to that Rule amon olt
Philofophers, E ffentias rerum off sndbvifibiles. For an Idea
reprelents. the Effence ofa thing; to which, if oughtbe added.,
or from which, if ought be fubltraed, inftantly ic becomes the
Idea ofanother ching, And by reafon of their ignorance of this
truch, the Heathen, not conceiving aright of the rue God, fell in-
to the wofull delufion of framing to themlyes the Ideas of falfe
enes, and chicflythat of Pandsra, 7 mivyes dupTie dduat’ -
serris f'apor ¥ alpwamy, in whom all the end owments, or excellen-
cies of all other gods were concentred. But when once we have
conceived the Idea of the true God, however more and more
perfedtions may be revealed unto us, which were not formerl
knownto bein him, yer neverthelefle is notthe Idea of hiry
therefore _Augmented, but onely made morediffinét and ex-
prefs: inregard all thofe Accomplifhments ought to be compri-
fed in the fame Idea firf} conceived, infomuch as it is fuppofed to
haye been t7me from the very firft conception. Thus the Idea of 2
T riangle receives no inlargement, when feverall proprieties are
difcovered tobe therein which were at firit unknown. Nor is.our
Idea of the Divine Nature formed by usin parcels, or by. fenfible
additions, out of the various perfestions or endowmens of the
Creatures, amafled together, and multiplyed up to the race of fu-
raturall : buz(prings up to us in moment, perfettand entire,
rom thisene root ; thatwe underftand him to be ax tnfinite Ens,

Loperfell asto be above ail amplification, or acceffe of more pers
feétion.

Hitherto you have well calmed all thofe umults of Dosbes
whicharofe wichin us upon the Lefture of yeur Demonfiration
of the Exiftence of God : but yet there remain fome few, though
confiderable feruples, the fulland clear folution whereof is requi-
red from you, before you can with reafon expeét to bring us over
to your fide.

Ifthe Idea of God be impreft upon you, asa mark_or Signa-
ture fetby an Arrificer upon the work_of hishands ; what isthe
Modus of that impreffion? What the Form of that mark ? by
what means can you difcern it ? ifit be nota thing diftin® from

F the
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the work it {elf, from your ratiomal Sosd, or Mind: isyour Sonl
then the Idea 3 isyour Mind nought clle, bue Modns cogitandy,
4 certain mannet of thinking? <an your mind be boththe firna-
pre impre[fed, and the (whyeflum impre fionss, OF mAter upon
which it 15 i:t‘.prr:'li ? ‘Creditle tis lay you, that you are made
sfrer the fimilitwde of Ged + True, by a religions Fairh elemented
in us by ‘the doftrine of Holy Wne; buc how can you makeie
out from Natwral Reafen, volefic you adventureto make God
Hominiforme, liketomin ¢ And wherein can that fmilirnde, or
eypicall analozie confilt 7 Dare you, being a arolle Corporeal
Ens, poor delpicable Duftand AThes, prelume to refemble your
(elfro thar Erernal, Incorporeal, immenfe, moft Perfeft, molt
Glorions, and (what is of moft weight in this particular) Fevifible
and  Tncomprebenjible Effence ? Have you held him face o
face  Way, with Afefes in the cleft of the rock, have you feen fo
much as his back pars ; fo thatyou are able to delcribe his a-
foelt, and makegood the Comparilon ? But you averre, that
tis credible for this reafon, Pada creavir 3 NOW WE TETOITUpon
you, that tis therefore incredible : fince thereis no necefhity l;lha:
the Work Mhould belikeirs Maker, unleflein the point of Gem—
ration, where the Prodwilion receives a communication of the
fame namre, that is in the Produilor : but you were not Genera-
ted by Ged, nor becaufe be was your Efficient, can you fafely in-
ferre, that thereforcyou are participant of his Nature 5 but-you
were oncly created, fathiened by bim, according to the exemplar
or Idea, which was in the Dhivine Turellefl froom all ct::mi:i_.'. S0
it remains, that you have no more juftifiable pretence, to affirm
that you are like him; then an Engene hath to be thonght to bear
the image of the Engineer, thena box e hatheo be conceived like
o the Afalon, er Carpenter that built it

Further, (not to fuperfede a jot of your own fenle, which may
conduce to the illuftation of your Pofition) youfubjoyn, that
you plainly perceive the fimilicsde twixt God and Man, when
you underftand your felf to bean Exns incomplear, dependent up-
on fome fupetiour Principle, and indefinitely afpiring to grearér
and ferrer things: now in our judgementtins isan undeniable ax-
oument of a valt difparity and Difsimilitwde, (ince God, onthe
QR
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 contrary is molt complere,moft independent, molt felf-fufficient »
as being Maximws - Optimus. In very footh, a Comparifon
"twixt Light and Darkaefs, "vwixt Heaven and Hell | ‘owixt
Good and Ewil, "twixt a Spirit and a Bedy, ‘vwixt Something
and Nething, may be beuer endured ; as imperting infinitely
lefsof Abfwrdity, infinicely lefs of Impefsibiliry. In fine,
cannot found lefle then a Miracle, that other men fhould not un-
derftand the fame that you doe; and chiefly when thereis no rea-
fon alleadged, why we may notbeleive, that Ged hath imprefled
the Effigics of his Effence upon others, as well as upon you, We
ofels, this one argument convinceth us, that the Idea of God is
notimpreft upon the mind of man, immediately by himfelf, asa
fignatsre, or Characterifm to confefle our Creation; wiz. thae
if%t were , the Impre(s would be one and the fame inall men; thac
all men would then conceive God under the fame Form and Idea;
would allow him the fame _Astribures ; would hayethe fame
thoughts of him in all points.  Buc that all Nations, - Ages, Reli-
gions, nay and Perfons haye had various and diftinct Ideas of the
Divine Nature : is{fo manifeft upon the oath of Experience, that
wemay well here befilent, asto any ether ateftation,

When you require me to prove, that the Idea of God is im-
preft upon the mind of man, as a Afark or Signature {ec by the
Maker upon the Work of hishands ; and what is the Adamner of
that Impreffion ; or what the Form of that Mark: T appealto
the decifion of any fober Arbiter, whether it be not thefame
thing, as if,when 1 had furveyed an excellent PiéFure, and de
hended fo much rare artand exquifite skill cherein, that Tcould
not judge it to be drawn by any hand but thatincomparable one
of Apelles ; 1{hould affirmn thac this imimsitable Artifice, or per-

etion never o be paralleled, was a certain Mark , or note of

Diftin&ion, fec !:317 Apellesto all his pieces, whereby they may be

dilcerned from the muder draughts of other pencils : and you

{hould notwithftanding prefs meto tell you, what'sthe Form

ofthar Mark, or Manfier of that Signal g)cmbdd}:, fucha Que~
[tion deferyes no other anfwer but a fmile.

Again, to purfuc the fame adcquathﬁ imile, put the i:afe,-th:.;
2
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1 fhould averre, that the fingular Ar#, and unrivald skill, where- -
by asan infallible fign, the Pitures of Apelles are diftinét from
thve courler paintings of all others inthe World ; is nothing real-
ly diftinét frem the Pictures themfelves ; and that you(hould ca-
will ac my affercion , and by irregular Legick inferre, that there;
fore thoie Pictwres are nought elie but the Arrifice or Skill, inan
;&ﬁmifﬁf aAceeprion, and lo are compoled of nomatter : ,Erg;
they arc onely Mods pingends, certain manners of painting, &cc.
Would not yeur argument be equally both as juft and acute, as
when you fhall thusreafon; It therebe no diftinftion between
the Idoa of God engraven on your Mind,and your mind the fub-
ject, ot recipient of this engravement; then s your Mind the Idea,
and your {df - nothing buc Modus cogitandi, then are you both
the Mark. imprdl‘, and the (wéject of the ]mp:‘tﬂ‘mn? I profels
fincerely, after a duc perpenfion , I cannot determine, “’Eﬂchcf
the two [nductions carries the greater weight in the impartial ba-
Jance of right reafon : fure I am, that the Amalogie (tands fair and
even inall pones,

Nor can your Contradiétion of chat vetuft and almoftCatho-
lick Article, Homimem effe Dei Charagma, that man is made af-
terche Tmage of God, founded upon a collection of thofe various
particulas, whereby the Humane Narure is difcrepant from the
Divine, be found more Dialeéticall, or perfwafory, then chis fee-
ble, becaufe prepofterous Ennsciatien. It any Pifture drawn

by Apelles did ever exadtly relemble Alexander, then was A-
fexcander in all parts exadly like that Pifture: bue the Pifture
was made up of feverall different ingredients or materials, as di-
vers Colours, oyle, wood, vernith, &c. and Alexander compo-
fed of skin, flefh, bones, hair, &c. Ergo, no picture was ever like
Alexander, the Difparity becween his nature, and the nature of 2
Picture being {0 great, as never to be reconciled in a full analogie.
For every temperate brain knows full well, that it is not required

. to the Formality of an Image,. ot Posrtracture; to be the fame in
all points with the Antitype, or Original; but oncly that it refem-

! ble infomse : and we all fubmit to this Manifeft, that that molt

Fzrff&' Faculty (i‘c: 1 I-pr..ﬂ'i as not bfjng ignorant, that all the A=
sribates of God are in him Adtwally ; but wanting a word more

bg-
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fignificant and convenient to this notion) of cogizarion, which we
underftand to be in Gad, is in fome fore fitly reprefented by that
imperfelt one, which is in Man. Further, I cannot but poivt ol -
liquely atyourimprudence, in chofing rather to compare the Cre-
ation of Man by God, with the Mechanick operation of a Mafon
or Carpencer, then with the Generation of a Parent ; fince no pre-
text -of reafon can juftifie thar unmannetly Conference, ‘For
though thofe three manners of aéting, Creation, Generation, Fa-
brefattionytand a whole Gensw wide of cach from other, and can
never be brought neerer then the fwords poine : yet to argue from
a Production Nataral to a Divine, is, by'a whole climate, a
‘meerer way, then froman Artificial. Again, (to leave no puint
ofa feruple unrefolved ) though T have long fince aflented, that
the relemblance betwixe God and Af.an, is not fo ereat as that be-
twixt a Parenr and his iffae ;-yet cannot 1be brought to hold it
impoffible, that an operation Thould ever be inriched wich the Ef-
“figies of the eperarer ; fince Experience whifpers me, that I haye
fcen a farsary carve his own ftatue, out of white Marble, afwell
in the proportion and fymmetry, as lineaments of each part, fo
exquifitely refembling. thatevery common-eye knew him alwell
by his Statue, as his ftatue by him. Nor is your Memary. more
faithfull, then your Jwdgement profound ;-forwhen you accufe
emeto have laid, thar Tevidently perceive the [imilitnde berwixe
God and Man, from hence, that I underftand my felf to be an
Ewns incomplete, rirrgmdmr, c#r. Youmakebut a confuled and
perverfe rehearfal of my words, which placedin their proper order
~exprelsthe Antitheron, or quite comerary, viz. thar from the
Imperfeétion, Subordination, and depending of my_ own natsre,
F deduced the bigheft Perfellion, Supremacyyand Indepedency of
Gods 5 that whereasicwas effential to me unceffaixly to afpire to
ter and beteer things, and that thole grearer and better things.

are altually inherent in God : therefore had Iin me fomething of
Affinity to thofe greater and “better things, by the incitement
-whereof I become ambitious and afpiring to them. -And truly,this
Linferted as an unqueftionable remonftrance of che infinite Diffi-
amilitnde, which T underftood to be berwixe Divinity and Hu-
samgit) 3 with defignto prevent both mifapprehepfion aud fean-

Fs3 dal,
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dal , toboth which, otherwife I had fome reafon to conceive my
GIf obnoxious. Fimlly, whereas youmakeitno lefs then a won-
der, why all men in general fhould not underftand the (ame At-
criburesin God, that 1 doe; fince if the Idea of his Divinity be
impreft univerfally and equally, upon the Minds of men, every
one hathas great a privilege, by the Charter ofhis Effence, to
fpeculate the fame, asmy felf: in fober truth you may withequal
reafon wonder, thatfince all men know the Idea ofa Triangle ,
why all men doe mot yet perceive s many Proprietiesand Per-
feftions in that figure, as learned Gesmetricians doey and why
{ome reafon rraly, others falfly upon that ldea.
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CHAP. II.

That God created the world ex nibilo
proved by Arguments zflfm-.ff_ff."mf,

— . el

Seecr. L

Sfig He Exiffence of God being amply Demonfirated,

b ‘tis a natural conlequence, that the whole World 4
Sk and allthings exiftent therein befides himfelf, were
ﬂ,“;.i Created by him, For thofe Atcributes, Omnipe-

i tence, Omnifcience, and Independesce, which are

Creation, are all {tr:-gtﬂnrr withall other F.-r_lr’é-;!;'.;;-;,;_f} that liz in
the ken of mans Cogitation) comprifed underthe fdeq, which we
hold of his Effence. Nor can any man deny, thac every fingle En-
tity in the valt atk of the Univere, was created by, and holds its
exiltence by dependence uponGod 3 unlels he fhall have firft de-
nyed, that God doth exift: which our precedent Demonfiration
hathmade appear to be impoffible. For at the fame time he de-
nics, that God doth exilt | he unavoidably precipitates him felf
into an Ablfurdity, implicitely denying that himlelf doth exift -
which-his very act of denyal contradicfs ; fince, had he no exi-
fence, he could not deny ; all men embracing thae Axiome
Nan-entis mon [sene AfFus.

Uponaferious perpenfion of the irrefiftible preflure or weight
of this plain and genuine Jaference, 1 once reflolved to fuper-
fede all other Arguments of the Creation of the Warld ome
of mothing, by the fole wnd immeediase Gosdne (e, Wifdome, and
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Article 3.

Power of the Supreme, becaule moft perfel® Being ; efpecially
when I converted my thoughts upon the almoft Catholick be-
leif of this truth, every man, atlealt, every Chrittian, receiving
and renining it as an Article of Faith: but when my fecond and
more adviled medications had whifpered me, tharmoft headsare
{o indurate by the froft of ignorance , as notto feel the foft
couches of a CoMlaterall and enthymematicall Demonfiration; as
alfo, that my proper bufinefs was to evince by the teftimony of
y meer Reafon, whatis commonly embraced upon the fingle aucto-
rity of Mofes pen: Icould nor but conceive icneceflary, in order
to the plenary confutation of that as impious, as ridiculous Error
of fome antient Narsralifts, that the World was made by Chance,.
or Fortune ; to endevour the probation of thefame, by other
mote direét and exprefs means of .perfwafion,, deduced from the
M agna Chartaof all temporal knowledge,the Light of Narure.
Now that I may perform this, with thatex altnefs, and farisfacti-
on, whichisdueto {oexcellent a fubjelt ; Tam necellitated tobe-
{peak my Readers Patience to endure the recital, explanation,
and examen of thofe {pecious reafons, which deluded the uncir-
cumfpe aifd eafic judgements of thofe unhappy Pagans, who
fit:ing in the Philofophers chair, either founded, or fupported, or
repaired that detefable opinion, that Fortaune was the Author
and Architetd of this admirable fabrick the Univerfe.

Epicsrns (for him have 1 fingled out, as the moft notorious

The fammaty 10 rem, though not the Father of this execrable delufion ; fince

of Empedocies ,
Leucippus, Epi= L

he moniments of time affure the invention hereof upon his great

curns, Bemocri- Mafer, Leucipprs) being great with amonfirous defign to ex-

sy e ds
Grineof th

- punge thole Charalters ofpi"-i!eqr and reverence towards the Deity,
¢ which the obfervation of prodigious Meteors, of frequent Eclipies

s (ponta= - 7
woslcs (ponti= ¢ the two great Lamps of heaven, of Thunder, and Corufcati-

ncous relu
frema Chae
Alpws,

|
cof ons, of Earthquakes, ofthe regular and conftant metions of the

Sphears, &c. had imprefled upon the minds of men ; asallotoe-

radicare all conceit of the {o-much talke of Compenfation of
ood and evil aftions after death openly breaks forth into the in-
olent affertion of thele three hnrricr‘:;c-ﬁ:iuns; (1) Osiod mun-

diss won fit & Deo confliswens, thatthe World was nox conflicur

by
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by God ; (2.) Dwed mundus 4 Deo nox Labernernr | that the
Werld was not governed by God; (3. ) Qutod animes nofter
won fuperfit a fumere, thatthe foul of man doth not furvive the
huneral of his body. The Firff he effayes to declare thus . Exi-
¢ [Rimare oportet mundor, sri & finitam omnem concretionem in
« immenfo inani faltam, quidpiam fimile csum 15,
« obfervamus, babentem, ortum ex infinis
 habuifle; o alior quidems majores, alios MBLHOYES, Der proprigs
“ guofdam Aromorsm quafi Vortices (Svsedons) [en convelutio-
< nes, (eorfim procreator, o c. (in Zpiff. ad Herodotums apud Di.-
egen, Laere, Lib. 10} The fubftance of all which, and much
more to the fame intent, may be rendred more plainly thus, That
the Celeftiall orbs, and all ‘their radiant Furniture the ftars, are
wheeld about, by a conftant and even circumgyration; that they
veer perpetually towards that poine of the World , unto which
they firftinclin’d, and never change either the way, of tenor of
their Circumvolutions; that they obferve the fame diftance each
from other, which they obeained at the inftant of their Formari-

on, nor fink down upon,and fo crowd o enterfeire cach the ocher

that the Eclipfes of thetwo great Luminaries neceflarily fucceed
upon the conjunétion of the 1ame Caufes, in eur days, asinthe
infancy of Nature, and may cherefore with fo much facilicy, as
certainty, be prognoficated and predicted by the rules of A frs-
momy 5 in brief, that fuch and fuch determinate effedts arife from
the Concurrence and coefficiencies of fuch and fuch particular
Caufes, 8. all thefe we are not to referreto any other Principle,
or Efficient, burthat Forrune, whercby they were (oand fo difs
poled in the Aelt Cafial Emergency of the World : nor are thole
conftant and fetled operations produced by any other mece(firy |
then what fell to their Eficients, at the primitive fegregation, con-
courfe, difpofition, coadunation of thofe Arems, whereof their
bodiesare compated, That before the conflitution of the Uni-
verfe, there wasan infinite Chaos of Aroms, of various figures
and magnitudes, in an infinice {pace, floating hither and thicher
hurried up and down, on all fides crowding, impelling, and jufi-

© T
-'.‘I?.-.I'..E.‘ Ir:*.r_,l_',. e
& YErum univerfitate

ling each other, by reafon of the Tendency refulting from theic
ovn innate Grayity. That after a long, long afflux, reflux, con-
G

flux
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flux, elevagion, depreffion, coagmentation. and other various and
fuccelfive agications and melitions of thefe Atoms, when each or-
der had chanced to confront and meet with others moft conlimi-
lar and convenient; then at laft chey all confpired, acquielced ,
and fixed in this reeular pofition and fituation, which conftitutes
the Forme of the Univerle; as Lucrerins (who was deplorably
infefted wich this accurft contagion of Epicarss) hath bricfly ex-
preltic ;

Que quia mslra wadss multis vexata per omine
Ex infimito vexantur percita plags,

Omine Feass motus, = coetus r.i-prriﬁrma'c,

T andem deveniant in tales difpofituras,
Dwalibus bac rebus confifti [umma creata, 8.

The Worlds AMaterials having firft been tof,
An infinite Time, within an infinite Roamee,
From this to thatuncircumferibed coaft,

And made by their own Tendency to roame
Tnvarious Moevions 1 did at laft quielce

In thele Pofitions, whichthey now poffefs.

That upon the Diacrifis, or fegregation of heterogeneal Aroms;
facceeding upon a -L"n:cntth.r{:-hl:mn ,gyration, ot vertiginous eddy
of them, inthe confufion of their eternal Chaos ; themore grols
and ponderous tended towardsche Cenrer, or downwards, and
in their defcent exprefled the more gracile and Igheer, and impel-
led them upwards, which convening all cogether in the circwm-
ference of the immenfe vortex, wedged in each other into the form
of an integument or cortex, called Calums or beaven ; bur the
mere grofs and weighty; crowding to the centrals, were there
compacted and coagmentated into a folid mafs the Earth : and
the remainiog, marter of a midle nature, upon the concurfe of its
infenfible particles affomed - to it felf the form of a Humid fub-
fance, and part thercof being afrerward circumagitated unceflane-
ly, and fo both tornated and calcfadted, was graduared into many
orbs of Lighe, the Sum, Moon and Stars : the refidue being re-
fer=
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ferved for the compaction of other bodies; &, And this, if my
memory hath proved a faithfull Steward of my readings, is the
marcow of Lewcippus, Empedocles, Epicurus, and Democritss
their doctrine concerning the fpontaneous configuration of the
Univerle.

Tis proverbial amongft Scholars, and long fince applyed by an
Author of good repute ( Aneponymus, in lib, de [wbftant, phy-
fie. ) o this particular {::11;':; Nyllam ¢ e tam ﬁ:{f&m opinioncm,
gee nem fjﬂﬁ.!‘! aliquid vers admiftum;ed tamenilind admiftione
cnjnfdams falfi obfcwrari : that no opinion hathfo much of fali-
hood, as not to contain fome {prinkling of truth ; though that
fpark of truth be fo obfcured by the cloud of prejudice arifing
from the difcovery of the falfity admixt, that it may require the
fubtile and decifive judgement of an Oedipus for its difcernment
and fequeftracion. And in this heap of drof lies raked up fo
much pure and rich meradl, as, if by the chymiftry of an induftri-
ous hand extradted, may more then fully compenfate the pai=
ent Leftare of a thort Digre[fion.

In this old Romance of the [pontancous refult of the World
from a Cafual fegregation and difpolition ofthat Aby(le of A-
toms, which rowled up and down, to and fro, by an impetuous
and continual inquictude, eftuation, or civil war, caufed by their
ingenite propenfity to motion, in the range of the infinite fpace ;
fome things found (o harfh and difcordant to meer Reafon, as
they are juftly tobe abominated ; others carry the fmooth face of
fo much Verifimility, as they deferve to be admiteed, at feaft dili-
gently and impartially examined. The Pofitions we are to reject,
arethefe;(1.) thar the Chaos of Atems was won-principiate, or as
antient as Ecernity :(2.) that they were not created ex nibils, ab
aligua brata fimul ac immortali Canfa, by God : (3.)thar they
Were not bcca!rrm,f':p:lratcd. I:':!Ilg(‘d, and L{il}mﬁ'd into their pro-
per ffations, in that ferene order and figure, which they are now
of inevitable neceffity bound to obferve, in every fingle concreti-
on, or individual Entity, by the artifice of any other Cauff, but
the blind Ordination, or improvident difpofure of Forrune. All
which {mells fo irong of the Fable,and Nrikes the nofechrills as wel
G 2 of
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of the meer Natural man, as the Pious,with fuch infetious ftench,
that nothing but the op portumity of confuration can excule my
coming {o neerit. A nd yer notwithitanding, I havenever yet
found out any juflifiable ground , why Aroms may not be repu-
ted Mundimareries, the Material Principle of the Univetfe, pro-
vided that we allow, that God created thac firlt Adarrer out of
Norking ; that his Wifdeme modelled and calt them into that ex-
cellent compofire or figure, which the v ifible World now holds;
and that ever fince, by reafon of the impuliion of their native Ten-
dency, or primitive impre/flon, they firictly conform to the laws.
of his beneplacnits, and pundtually execute thofe feveral functi-
ons, which his almighty #vill chen charged upon their decermi=
nate and fpecifical Cowererions. For, with the advantage of
thele reltrictions, the .Aroms of Epicurss have more of probabi-
lity, and hold rational through moft of thofe operatiens, which
occurr to the curiofity of the Philofopher, with more familiarity.
to our conceptions, and lefs variation or apoftafie from the firit
Hypothefis, then the impoflible Aateria Prima of Ariftale
then the Swbffantial Principle of Plate,the Hyle of the Sroicks ,
ar, indeed, then any other imaginable Pree.xiffent in the immenie
{pace, And aftera mamre confronting, collation,and compa-
rative perpenfion, of the molt general conveniences and comgrai-
ties ofall ; wehave found that, from the grulmd—wmk of Atemss,
weare able to make out what is Material, what Corporeal,
what Grear, what Listle, what Rare, Denfe, cre. but fromthe
others we could never deduce the formal areributes of a bedy, or
fisbfFance, whilethe original of all things is determined nbi"ﬂ'ﬂtcly
deyoyd both of Dwanrsry and Duality Aéitwal, and amountsto
no higher a degree of reality , thena meer Privarion; which a
righteous enquiry will foon reduce to nothing,

Nor is thataffrighting Difficaley in the Theory of Aroms which
the eye of every Pedantic b Saphifter fisft glances upon, at cthe ve-
ry mention thereof,, more then this fhadow of a feruple; wis.
how (o valt'a mals, as chis Giant the Univerfe, could be madeup
of fuch minute parcicles, as Atoms, which every man under(tands
to be much below the perception of fenle, and never to be fatho-
med but by the fubdle arms of the Intellect? For I dare entruft the.
foy
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{olution of it to any moderate judgement, that fhall take the plea-
fure to conceive this Analytick Scale, or degradation of Magni-
twde. Letus grant the globe of Earth, which (eems to contain
moft of carporesty, to be but one part of the L niverfe compofed of
many fuch mafles congelted, and the law m'm:ubqucncc will
compell usto concede, thatthe globe of the earely may beceag-
mentated of many Imaller malles . piled one upon another, or of
MOUNtams, as Arles, Camcalis &c. cemented together ; thae
thofe Mesurains may refult from an agaregation of rocks, thofe
racks from an accumulation of fones, thoic (lones froma con-
HI.IJL'! and ferrumination m'gmina ﬁrﬁmd" that fand froma lefler
aﬁ‘emb]}f of duff, that ﬁ'ﬁrff from a minor colleétion of
Thisgranted, ler us have recourfe to that fimous Demonfiration
of the glorious Archimed (in Aren.) whereby it is evicted, that
twenty five Cyphers, or Arithmetical noges (et i fucceflive order ,
100000 &c. doexhibite the full number of thef Granules of
fand, which fuffice tomake up the vaft bulk of the World, ac-
cording to the yulgarly rcccive:g magnitude chereof, though each
of thole granules be determined fo ex iguous,that one grain of Po-

Aromer,

piefeed may conain ten thoufand of them, Ifay, according to
the Magnitude vulgarly reccived; for if, wich drijfarchus (whofe
opinion Copernicis, in the laft age, revived ) you thall goe higher,
and enlarge the extenfion of the world : yet according to the A/-
Lebra of Arehimed, will no more then Iixt? four Cyphers be re-
quiredto calculate the number of grains of fand, of the fame di- -
menfions with the former, which equal the almoft incredible va-
ftity of the Univerfe, Now,ifyou pleafe to goe lower in the quan-
tity of thole minute grains, and fink them dowm even to the tenui-
ty ofan Arem; imagine that each of thofe fimall particles is com-
ofed of ten hundred thoufand Atoms, and advance this number
E}r multiplying itinto 64, and even then will the number of thele
particles EL expreft by no more then 79. . Lower yet, if you think
your laft divifron went not fo far as iz ttility, dichotomize thofe
minute particles cach into ten hundred millions; and then; upon
ajuft Muliplication made, the number provenient (hall nor ex-
ceed the reach of 76 Cyphers. Nay drive the matter (o far, that
yous thoughts may even lofe themiélyes in the puriuir; and “you
Gy {hall|
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{hall kil LEK'E"'I.'El'I"..'!]d how ¢afily you ma

y be fupplyed w ith Cy-
hers enough to ful fill the number of all thofe Atoms, which are
neceflary to the amalsment of a bulk, equal to this of the World.

There is yeta fosreh incongruity in this do=trine of Epicarus

worthy our explofion ; wiz, That Arems had, from all ecerni-
£y, d faculry ef fotion, or in.:p; trgsed pende g intherent in L‘-":-'.w,
and received not the fame from any forresgn principle, or impref-
fom extradvenient. But yet can I meet wich no impediment, thac
may hinder me from conceiving, that Atoms 3I€ perpenually a-
five and moveable, by theagitation of that internal rendency, or
virtual impreffion , which the Fagher of Natwre conferred upon
therm, in the firft moment of their miraculons produclion ex siby-
lo. And truly, thus refined, the Hypothefis of Aroms is lels guil-
ty of either inconyenience o incertitude, then any other concer-
ning the | rit material princi.pl:; nay, It hath thus mych more of
congruity and {arisfaction then all the reft, thatic fily declares
the radical Caufe of all Mouon, ativity or energie in fecond
Caufes, or natures once removed from the Primes Moter,God :
which can by nomeans be commonftrated from any othet fuppo-
firion, with the like conftancy, correlpondence, and perfpicuiry ;
efpecially if we look upon tg:lt Form, which the Schools com-
monly conclude on, as the main fpring in all motion, of efficient
of all aétiviry. For whatever of real Entiry they allow to be
therein, they delume from no other origine, butthe fimple and
naked Afarrer: and yet, by unpardonable incircumfpection, ot
forgetfuluels , they ake that Matter abfolutely ide, and devoid
of all Adsriveor aélive virtne.

Nor did Plars himfelf mifs chis confideration, but feems to have
held thelamp to polterity, in this particular; for though he re-
{rains not his notion to the word, Aroms, yet from his delcription
ofan Exigwity, Quam intellefians, non [enfus capiat, and me
the immediate fubjunétion of De multitudine illarum déq; mo-
tisnibus, alitfque _f'.ec-ae.'r.,m'bm, congrHnm prafn: erar Denm
providere, quarenns natura wece fitats obediens ultro ohfecumdn-
ver, &cc. (in Timeo) tsa lawhul conjefture, that he pm’n:u:d di-

Thele fhore Animadverfions remiled ,

ly the Defedts, as correlt the depravities
of

reStly upon the fenfe.
that we may 25 well fupp
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of this opinion of Epicxrss ; {uppole we, infhorr, that Gedin
the firf aét of his Wildeme and Power, out of the Tohw, orno-
thing, ereated fuch a proportienate congeries, or jult mafs of A-
toms, as was neccflary to the conflitution of the Univerle : fup-
pofe we alfo, thatall thofe Atoms, in the inftant of their creation
received immediately from God a faculy of felf~-motion and con-
fequently of concurring,crowding,jufiling repelling, refilition, cx-
filion,and rl:c':prrn:al complettence concatenation revinétion, &c.
according to the refpective preordination in the Divine Inreleét
and then will all the fubfequent operations of nature remain fo
clear and eafic, thata meer Ethnick by the guidance of thole two
lamps, Senfe and Ratiocination, may progrefs toa phyfical theo-
ry of them , and chereby falve all the Phanomena’s w ithlefs apo-
ftafie from hirft Principles propofed, then by any other hypothe-
(s yet cm:ﬂgit:l‘.cd. A meer Ethnick . 1 fay; tor we, who have
develved unto us the ineftima’le blefling of Adofes hiftory of the
Crearion, have far other thoughts of that method or order, where-
inthe World was founded, and finithed by God : bur the pure
Natural man, who wants the illumination of facred Writ, can
follow no other cenduét, but what, by the lisht of nature, appears
moft confonantto truth. My Digreffion 1s now ended, and I re-
turne to the {Iiﬂ:hﬂt’ﬂc of mi,r Aflumption , the redargution of
that blafphemous opinion, which alcribes the honour of the
Worlds compofureto Fortune.

Sser. 1L

Nd firft I oppole to the Patron of this error, thé more noblé

Autlarity uII:'nnn}r antient and eminent Philofophers ; who,
though ut:lh:lppil:.r bornand educated in the midnight of Paga-
nifm, had yet their intelleftuals, fo irradrated by the retulgenc
Light of Mature, which their Vigilancy and afhiduous Contem-
plation always kepr, like the Veftal eapours, fhimng and uneclip-
ted by the Cimmerian foges of 7 radirian and Prejeedice that they
difcovered morethen aghmps of Di VIAEy I the original of the
World, For Tha-

i
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Thales Milefins, being introduced by Diggemnes Laerrins (in
Milefing. wira equfdems) as rendring a realon, Car mundizs it pulchervinis,
of the extreme glory, comeline(s, and decency of the World, and
exact Ig.'m:nutrf obferved in alland every part thereof;mott wile-
ly fers up his reft, and filences all further difpute, in this full foluti-

on, Toinua yap 78 ©8F , risthe Artifice of God,

i Acticle 2. 'fﬁ'..".t.‘Jrls.r.'x'..fg::!'.u‘n.h'.’t :’m:r.qli out rh;r-lh-.ycrm_th, [‘ng._' his retro-
!'F J|| Anaxaguias.  Grade tracing of 1I-.-.1zu.1-c upto her hrit head, or tountain ; can be
) oblcure to none, that {hall doe his meditations fomuchrighe, as
. r tointerpret his viis, Mens, or [upreme Intelligence, to be thefame
|| with that, whichwe call Ged : foreven our School-men doe as
f I much, frequendy ufing thofe appellatives, Swmma Intelligentia,
|

and Dess,indifferently and as Synonomas,

|

1 I ; neide 4 OF Pythagoras and Plato weneed no other record then thefin-

' S 1nq gle reftimony of Timans Locrns, who,being a famous Pythago-
’ e 3RS Can, and therefore prudenty deputed by Plare to deliver his
ownfenfe, in that golden Dialogueconcerning Narare, (which
\ i in the Commentary of Marfilins Ficinus, I]gt‘liﬁci no mote then
Divinitatss infFrementum) inmany paflages 'of the debate, or
, inyeftigation, takes occafion to declare, Dewm effe Parentem ac
' opificem mund:. Nor can it coftthe ltudy of many houres to col-
t leét from Plate’s other inqueft into Divinity called Parmenides
|

1 (who allo was a difciple of Pythagoras) or De sio emnism prise-
1! cipis, and the now mentioned defcription of Nature, Tinscus,con-
i ferred together ; that both Prebageras and Plate {thook hands in
i "i, that opinion, that the world had m_h{‘-:;innil'lir: o :-::,'.'::r:: ;1_-.':5--.;-,_ 1ot
L+ inTime, in regard, as they conceived, it never had beginning ,
i *and xl’ stresns, butin Cogitarion, i.e.though itbe Non-prin-
! cipiate, yet may our I]mught; have the licence to aflume that
i there was {ome p::t‘f::-:'.f’tﬂnt matter, out of whichit was formed.
; For they both apprehended fo abfolute a dependence of the world
! | upon God ; that God being exiflent inthe World, muft of ne-
:! cefliry be reputed the Efficient thereof, infomuch as the World
| could haveno other Caufe of its Macter, Diftinction, Dilpofition ,
i Beaury,




proved by arguments Apodiétical.

Beauty and ornament, And is not this the fame, that our Do-
Gors now admit, while they defend, that the World mighe have
been created by God, had” his Wildome thought fir, from all E-
rernity ; and it {0, yet notwithffanding he mult (till have been the
Caule ot it, in regard of that neceffary dependence of the World
upon him, for if there were no God, there could ke no World ¢
4] igoreuiay by the fame reafon, as though we grant the Sunto-

ether with its light,or'z Seal together with its fignature , to have
been from all Eternity;yet muft we grant the Sun to be the Caufe
of his light, and the Seal tobe the Caule of itsim preffion. For they
condelcend to this, that an Effeft may be cozvous to its Caufe ;
and that, though the Casyfe be not prior Tempore, it fufficech thae
it be oncly prier Natura , ox 73 gozer, which is the very exprefli-
on of Timens Lecrws. However thismay be difputed , yet fure
Y am, that as well thele two Parriarchs of Leaming, as all their
Setators and Interpreters were unanimous in this point, That
God was Author of the Univerie.

What the Steicks thoughts were, concerning this grand parti-

cular; is publick, and cannot efcape the cognizance of any, who
have lm&'t inzo the lives of the Scholiarchs, or Heads of that nu-
merous Seft, amply regifired by the even pen of Diogen. Laert,
or read Cicere’s fecond Book, De marnra Deorsms, where he ele-
gantly perfonates Balbses fmarcly and profoundly difputing a-
gainft Velleins and Epicurss; whither 1 remit the unfatisfied
Reader, in avoidanee of Prolixity.

For the grand fignicur of the Schools, Arifferle; truch is,
cannot conceal, thatwhen he maintains (in 8. Phyfic. ¢ priori-
bus de Ceele) the Univerfeto be ingenitum, without origination,
and contemns that forementioned diftinéiion of Prioricy, T3 gu-
ooty & ng7e yobror, AS excogitated by Pythageras, and coneinued
by Plato, rather frdasuenias gderr, for the convenience of De-
Ei};;'m, then theinereft of Truth: he is pofitive, that he could
not admit the World to have had any Author acall;and therefore
Simplicins (in 8. Phyfic. digre(s.3.) chiding Philoponus for da-
ting to aflert, that the Wotld had its origin and production from

H God,

Article 5.
T he Stoicks.

Article 6.
Ariftotle.
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God, according totheteftimony of Mefes Chronicle, crics out
that his doftrine was repugnant tothe Fundamendals of his ora-
cle, Arift. and in fome forchighly derogarory to the majefly of
the affigned Produitor ; fince it racitly rendred him fubjelt to that
impertection, Mucability, which is incompatible with the con-
{tant fimplicicy of an Elence {ufficiendy accmnpljﬂumr fo migh~
ty an aftion, andimplies thar he was not the fame from all E-
ternity, and butlately became Parens, Conditorgue mundi. Buc
yet have I ground enovgh tw ttand upon, that Ariff, grew wiler ,
as he grew elder, and that che flame of his reafon {hined brighter
when thar of his life burned dim; fot inthe laft exercile of his pen,
his book De misnds, which moft Antiquaries conclude written in
theclafe of his ftudies, (cap.5. & 6.) helingsa palinodia, and
makes open profeflion, that the univerfal harmony, confonance ,
and pulchrimude of this great machine werc ams 74 mr7wr JriTE=
ess,ab univer/orum Conditare : Confirming the verity of that
ious Adage confelt and Pmnnunﬁ:ﬂd by all men,sx @4 = wdvma,
All fram Ged, That he hinced this from that oraculous Motto ,
fathered upon Zeraaffer, that King and Magus of the antient Ba-
&rians, and contemporany to Ninws and Semiramis, as Esfebi-
us (lib, 10. de prep. Evangel. cap. 3.)accounts; Fadlor, qui
per f¢ operans, fabrifecit mundum doth not want its {hare of
probability , infomuch as the monuments of the Chaldean
Learning were ranfacke by the Plaremicks, and {o came to the
view of Arifferle, is manifeft as well fromthe circumftance of
Tiime, his life falling not much below the plunder of the Oriental
Libraries,as from the Rhbap/adies or Ex cerpeions,which the P tha-
goreans had made out of the relifts of Zoroaffer and Tr{!irgj -
f##s,and tranfimicted down to the hands of P lare and his Scholars,
who trequently infperfed them upon their own writings,a copious
{eries of which fencential wanferiprions hath beea not long finge be-
queathed to poftericy by the bounty. of Cefir Longinus. But
however, I am inclined co beleive rather, that his fecond thoughts,
and more advanced Contemplations on the excellency and
of the ftrufture, lighted himto chis recantation, and enforced him
%o confels, that the fabrick of the world was too full of Wifdome
and Providence, to haye becn pecformed by any thing below the
Higheft :
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Highejt : for tis warrantable for meto conjesture, that fince he
had his erudition, atleaft his education, atthe feet of Plate,and
fo could not be ignorant of any Tradition of moment, which his
Malter knew; had his judgement been imbued with that leffon in
his greencr yeers, hecould notwell have flifled ic till immediate-
ly before hisdeath, efpecially when the knowledge of this great
teuth mighe have preferved him from that fiwarm of Dufficultics
which he endured in maintaining his Thefis of the Now-produdi-
ou, or Esermity of the World, There are, I confefs, who fliffely
queftion the propricty of legitimation of this book, De Munds
owning it upon fome younger Compofer'; who ambitious to have
the Minerva of his own colder brain, long lived in eftimation,gave
it the glorious nameof A4riforle, and under the defence of that
profperous title, committed it to the encounter of Cenfkre.
To the fatisfaction of thefe, I fhall alledge a place ortwo out of
thofe picces, which have ever elcaped the impuration of {purious ;
whereby the former fentence is {o ratified, thac 4rifferle may ap-
pear to hayehad great indignation againft their. incogitancy and
flupidity, who could belcive the world to beonce produced, and
yet alcribe the produdtion thereof to Fortune, Dignum ¢ft, {aith
he, (sm 2. Phyfic. cAp. 4.) admiratione afferereiftos, Amimalia
quidems & Plantas & Eoreuna neque cffe, neque fieri, fed ant na-
LHIA ANE GRANGAM Mentem, ANt q#.:::rp iam aliam Canfam ba-
beve (viz. womex cupwfvis femize quidvis nafcitsr, [ed ex boc
widem olea, ex illo verobomo) calum antem, & gue [unt fenfi-
z;'fiﬂm diviniflima, (hente nata fuiffe, nec canfam ullam, qualem
animalia plawieque [ortinntur, babuiffe.
« Tis well worthy our admiration, how thefe men canaffiem,
« that Animalsand Plants neither proceed from, nor can be made
« by Fortune ; butmufthave cither Nawre, or fome Incelligence
«« or other efficient(for the feminalities of things do notfly out in-
« to promifeucus and indifferent Generations , but every diftint
« fpecies hath its feed reftrained and determined to the procreati-
« on of its like : norcan the fructifying principle of an Olive de-
% yiate into the produ&ion of a Vine; or the fperm of man pro-
« duce any thing but man) but as for the Heavens, and other
# peices of the world, which feem of farre greater alliance to Di-
Ha Viey
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& yinity : that thefe are fpontaneous and cafial in their originals ,
«-and have not obtained any Efficient to their Formations, equal
« 1o that'of Animals or Plams. And (in 1. de Awnim. Parte, 1.)
he fpeaks expreflely to the fame purpofe, though in othier words ;
which, to prevent the further trouble of the Reader, T'{hall faich-
fully manferibe. _ﬂ_ﬁ.:mcﬁ:-r m veri imiliss dixerim celum or fa-
thom e[fe ab ejnfmodi caufa,fi faltsmeft 3 & magis effe ob cam
cansefam, guam Animalia caducaatque mortaliat ordsenim,cers
raefque [Faras longe mags in ipfis relas rcre’-:ﬁ-"ém, qgram _:'H nobis
F'"” jHHCE rTd eaing, € r'#rc::l.'ﬁ-.u.'.r, J:"r:r!.:rrf.;qur {'.:m;ﬁrm mgrw-
re-mertali tff potizs, Avilli gewis Animalinm quidgue natwra
conflare, extitif[éque cenfent; celum autem ip/wm Fortana,
fpont "r'.F P f,r;g_’ﬂ';n-_.'h conflitiffe volunt 5 in queo tamen wibil Fortu=
ne ac temeritatis deprebendi poreft. Again, Calins Rbodiginus
(lib. 17. cap. 34. pag- 814) reports of him. that, though during
the ;rmtr_-!! part of his litehe had afcribed all ciiccts folely to fe-
eondaryand inferionr-Caules, yet immediately before his death;
when his foul began to be weaned from fenfibility and feel her
wings, he moft carneltly implored the cnmp:ﬂ'i):m and forgive-
uclfé’nf the Firft aud Supreme Ca #fe, Primsecanfe mifericordi-
ams intenting implorabas, &c, To thefe T mighe have annexed 2
third text of Arifforle, felected by the Malter of Roman Elo-
quence, and adaquately engraffed inwo his {econd diftourle De
N.atara Deornm +-but I conceived the two fenmer to be teftimo=
ny fufficient to the Rability of - my aflertion, that he abhorred the
ebfurd ulurpationof Fortsne,

Now ifthe meer Naswrall Exploraror fhall but perpend both
the Number and Digniry of thefe more venerable Profeflors of
Scicnce, whﬂ“}' nlm:]ug the wﬂighl: of their Reafons; I cannot
:doube, but he will finde them infinitely to overbalance the fingle
School of Epicurus, and of Tepuration great eneugh to excufe

the conformity of his judgement totheirs : if he look no higher
then the point of Aaéterity.
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1s no ealie wonder, how any man, whofe Faculrics are notin

diforder, nor the Occonomie of his head {ubverted intoa
Wildnels beyond the abfurdities of Melanchcly Ed“”: can be
infarpated inco a conceir, that [o great, lo l.:nﬁ:lrm., Im_f!HTJ:}_]L'_, IE;:
magnificent,and therefore fo gloriousa work,as this of the Werld,
could be performed by the leffe chen feeble, and ignorant hands
of Nthing, of Fortane. For howeyer wmay L;.: allowed, that
thisimaginary Deity, may produce lome cffects extraordinary
or miraculous : yet how petite and inconfiderable are thole at-
eheivements of Chance, if putin the [cale again(t thofe more ad-
mirable performances nf Reafon and Hifdome ? Suppole we, that
Prodigies may arife from the unequal concurrence of diflimilar
and difproportionate A ives and P..w_f.t_r':'ar_j :l.lll'.l I]‘-._imlﬂ—:rs be
generated by the cafual confufion of diftinct feminalities, as well
among(t Animals, asPlanis: yerhow ]m;lf.‘mpflr:lhi}" mote pro-
digious are thofe ordinary. propagations in c:lc.h E'fﬂjﬁ:; which
by the certain and invariablelaw of their {K‘ELJh:lr (pecics, are re-
firained to their dererminate Forms, and whole Conftancy ex-

cludes all prezmccuf Fortune, ot the accidental Emcimu}r of

Chance? 1leave to the decifion of every fober man, which hath
moft of the Miracle ;that the feed of every Animal {hould te con-
fined to the procreation of its like in fhecie, for 1111.' moft part ;
and thag the Plaffick_Spiri¢ thereof punétually obferve the mo-
dell, or patern ofthat Fabrick of tl}c body, Fren_: whence it came:
or that, upon a prepofterous commixture of various E11d |||1*_Jguul
feeds, once in an agesthere fhould fucceed the prodi iction of fome
new Heteroclite, or unpacternd Monfter, whole Compofition is
onely contingent, and.difform to the Idea of cicher its Attive, or
Pafsive Principle, in the fimplicity of their L{1_r1d::t1 Figures,
And are not the exquifite Delincations of every Emébryon, woven
outby the fubtile fingers of Archens, or the Formative [pirst ;
the multiplicity, diftinétion, r:lz,bar:ui%n of ergans both external,
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and internal; the feverall Funétions, and Offices affigned to thole
organs, and fo artificially contrived, that every oneis diftintt ,
yetnone independent 5 every one fingle, yetall comfpiring to the
fame end, all operative, yet none (per fe) locomarive: arenot
thefe cerrain and prazordinate effects, with innumerable others, the
meanelt whereof we cannot lerioufly think upen,without 2 rapture
of amazement , more werthy our admiration,then a fingle irregs-
larity, a {pontancous Monjfer of Nilus,a bipartite Cemtanre, 2
prodigious Jnfeft, 8c. whole generations areaccounted acciden-
ral, and their configurations not preordained, but the inconfide-
rate and excemporary refults of Fortune > Perhaps thele fupid 1-
dolaters of Chance will referre thefe conftantand fecled operati-
ons to Narxre ; but whatever they mean by Nature, howim-
menfe a ffock of #ifdsm maft it neceflarily be endowed withall ,
whichin afl isworks o cunningly contrives fo great variery of
organs, obferves fuch exaét Symmerry in all parts,fo providently
difpofeth every member, and fits them to the eafie execution of
cheir predeftinate funétions ? Ifthey goe farther, and affirm, thac
Natsre 55 wothing but.the primitive Conftitution af the wWorld ,
which refwlted from the c:ﬁﬁfﬁpgurian, cowflux, and difpofiri-
on of its material principle, Atoms ; and that it dochconftantly
perfift in the [ame Methed, which it firft obtained from Fortune:
che anfwer is eafie, that thoueh Natre be conftant to that order,
in all her productions, which the World obrained in its firft com-
pofirre ; yet how ridiculoufly fupid muft he be , who can admic
a (erious perfwafion, that the bodies of Animals, in the beginning
could be o exquifitely configurated by meer Chance, and with-
out the direétion and indeed the defignement of an infimite A3/~
demc; in whofe ecernal intelleét the prorotypes of cach fpecies were
firlt adumbrated 7 Let them ::‘E:jet{ m, that every day affords
examples of the skill of Forrume, inaf:: production of Freges,
Toads, Flies, and other fpontancous Infefts: and I{hall foon
return, that thole Infets or fpentaneous Animals have their
Canfes certain, and by reafon of that energie once conferred up-
on their E fficient s, muft arifeto animationin fuch orfucha Fi=
gwre | accordingto themagnitude, number, fituation, comple-
xion, quict, motion, or, in a word, the Temperamens of thole
patti
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particles, out of which their bodies are amaffed ; and according
to the activity of that domeflick Hear, which fermentsand adtu-
atesthe mater : Secondly, thac our debate is abour the original
of Natwre it [elf, and of that precife Firtwe radically implanted
in the feeds of things; or more emphatically, what hand inocula-
ted that prosreative power incach feminality, and endowed it wich
a capacity requilite to the conformation of bodies fo admirable in
their ftructure : if there were not feme principle in the nonage of
the Univerle,who infuled that Prolifical or fertile Tiniture,ordai-
med that [cheme of members, and gave i rules to a& by ; from
which it never fweryes, but upon a difobedience and non-con-
formity of matter. If we lookt no father then the Corsex or E -
teriors of Animals ; and there fpeculated as well the amiable
comelines of their Figures inthe whole (for there is no real De-
formity in Nature ) asthe geomerrical Analogie, or convenience
betwixtthe Members and their 4 ions, each being relpetively
configurated tothe performance of its peculiar office : “twere
. more then{ufficient to difcover to us the impoffibility of their pri-
mitive inflitution by Fortune, But when we diff¢@ them, pricin-
to their Ewtrals, and there furvey the almoft infinice mulricude of
organs, principal and fuberdinate ; the va riecy of their ufes, fome
being officiall to Nutririon, fometo Virality, fometo Gengrati-
o, others to Senfe, ochersto Locemation, none impeding the aéti-
vity of another, but all unanimoufly eonfpiring to conferve the
cconomy efthat Form, which, likethe main (prixg in an Auto-
maton , invigorates, and aftuates the whale fabrick : either we
muft bid denanceto the chief inducement of beleif, and drown the
loud clamors of our Confcience, or ellc fall down, tranfported
withan ecflafie of pious Wonder, and humbly confefs, that thele.
are the Jmpre(fes of the infinite power and wifdome of an ommi-
[eient, and omnipotent Creasory butnot the Contingencies, or te-
metarious effels of Chamce. Thoughts like thefe had the prudent
Gaffendns, when, in his detefRation of the interef} of that Preten-
drels, Fortune (cap, de exorsu mundi,) his golden pen dropt this
thetorical logick ; 7d gued fuporem generar, difpofitio interna
eft in mlnri&m Animalinm. Nam fi forer quidems duntaxar
mnltitudo aliqua partinm, forse fortuna commiftarum, tum ea

peffee

i
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Article 2,
The nectllizy
afthe Worlds
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ittt o,

ofler Eortana tribui o at in multitudine slla pene iunumerabils

pssllars e partems, mon tantam, won talem, won sbi, nom guome-
do, wom coms ca_funtlione, qua congrusum eft, ut nequesnurilis
fit, neque efse commodior valeat : rationem prov[us ommem fugicy
at ita fieri mon fapicntia, fed Fortuna fir conftirntuni.

Not doe Animals alone, but Pegerables allo, though of aw
inferior Claffis, amply and {enfibly teftifie the Diviniry of theio
Eonnder, and confute the Apotheofis of Fortune. Thus, when the
Aliment of a Plant, being the aqueous irrigation of the carth in<
fenfibly prolected, alcends from the loweft filament of the fhag-
oy root up to the Trunck,, and thence works up to the extremi-
ties of every branch and twigge; can we imagine, thacthis thin |
infipid juice can be {o infpiffated, and fo ingenioufly moulded in-
toa Bwud ; that bud difcriminated and varicgated inco a larger par-
ticoloured Blofsam 5 that Bloffom gradually ex panded into a de-
terminate flower, which gratifies our eyes with the beauty of its
embroidery, and our nofthrils wich the fragrancy of its odoursthae
Flower loit in the richer emergencie of a Frair, which hath is fi-
sure, colour, magnitude, odour, fapour, manurity, duration, all
certain and conftant ; and the abridgement, or Epitome ofthis
included inthe f7ed of that fruit, which being infperft upon the
earth, is impregnate with a Faculty to expand it felfinto a fecond
Plant, in all things rivall to the former, and empowered to act all
thofe feveral Metamorphofles over again, toa perpemall rejuyes
nefcence of that peculiar fpecies: can we, Ilay, imagine, that
all this could arife from a [pomtaweosss range of Arems, or that
Neceffity which enfued upon the cafual difpofition of the Firft
matter ; and not rather with devout hymns proclaim the E fficien-
¢y of a Gloriousand Erernall Canfe, whole Eftence being mcom-
prehenfible, and Artribures infinite Intelligence , Goodnefle ,
Power, Beatitude, Glory, &c. muft therefore be the Ordainer ,
Creafer, and Carsﬁl:f_rgr&r of all things » ' -

Let



—

proved by arguments Apodictical,

57

e —

Ch;;.z.

Let us fink our medications yet one degree lower on che faaleof Article 3.

Creatures, and confider how conyincively even fmanimatesargue
for the wiledom of their Afaker, Doth not the Sws ( to omit
the fpeculation of its glorious Light, and comfortable s’##enn‘ :
the former whereof is (o excellent, the other fo neceflary, that
they challengeas due the Admirarion of all, and have drawn cthe
Adoration of many ingenious nations ) by three prevalentargu-
menis, viz. the Commedion(ne(s of irs firnation, the Defignment
of its motion, and the Line or trafl of its vevolution, 1t|ﬁ'ic':<'ud1_.r
illuftraze the forecaft and artifice of its Crearor ?

Firll by the nniverfal Convenience of its fituarion. For hadit
been placed in any other orb, cither inferior, or fuperior to its
own ; fuchhorrid incommaodities, as are inconfiftent with isule
and intention, and deftruétive to the two principal defignes of
Nature, Confervation and ‘Generation, mult unayoidably have
followed ; norhad thewhole fabrick of the Univerfe been more
then one degree removed from the confufion of its originary
Chaos. To particular ; had the Sun been fetled inthe loweft
{phear, 2nd obtained that place, which the Moon now pofleffeth :
tﬁc year had been no longer then a moneth ; for in that account
of time, it muft have fulfilled its courfe through every part of the
Ecliptick, and (o the intervalls of feafons had fuffered Ech a cone
traction, that muft have been repugpant to their inftinution, é. e
muft have prevented the production of all things ; For the Anri-
praxis, or Counter-atlivity of contrary [eafons, immaturely
fwcceeding one wpon the neck_of ansther, deftroys the principles of
Vegetation, and checks the promotion of [emimalities, Again, b
this nnfafé vicinity, or too neer approach tothe globe of the
earth,irs intenfer beams had verified the Conflagration of Phaeton;
atleaft proved fo intolerable, as thatall things muft have had
the ycie and glutinous temper of the Salamander, or ele been tor-
rified into cynders ; and to have had no Sunacall, had been the
eafier mifery. For if there be (and fomeare pofitive there muft
be ) an intention and remiffion of heat, refpetive to thediffe-

rent points, or accels and recels of the Sfm,inl:s proper erb :.i
an

The Sun con-
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and that in its Apegesm, or mountee to the higheft point in
Cancer, theheatis not fo [corching under thac Tropick on this
fide the /Equator, as onthe other (ide, s Perigenm or (toop
to the lowelt poine of its excentriciry in Capricotne : We cannot
with any pretexc of reafon doube, that, had the Sun been lﬂdgﬁi
in the bed of the Moon, ic had long fince anticipated the general
combuftion of the laft day, and calcined all things o the exiguity
of their pritnitive Atoms. And on the other extreme, had the Sun
been appointed tothe eight or higheft {phear ; then muft it have
been, by reafon of the exceeding flow motion afligned ro thar
[phear,lo many thoufand years in theablolution r:rfit_s courfe asthat
it muft have extended one year to the compute of Plarer Jubile ;
nor could the sorld (i learned men guefs aright concerning its
duration ) have attained to the period of onerevolution. Befides
that Hemifphear, which firft faced the Sun in the h:'ginn'mg of its
tedious gyre, mlt have enjoyd the curfe of a longlong day, and
confequently have milt the fertile blefling of a vicifiende, or reci-

rocal fucceflion of diftinct leafons ; butthe oppofite Hemifphear
muft have, formany myriads of ages, continued as cold, dark
and barrenas the grave, and o half of the earth had been made
tono purpofe. And the like dilcommodities, though moremo-
derate, would hawe {ucceeded to the earth, had the Sun-obrained 2
fitmation in any -one of the other (ix orbs, between the two former
CXITCAMS.

Secondly, by the appointment of its Circumvretarion, For had
it remained fixe and notmovedat all ; then muft the world haye
wanted that neceflary divifion of times and feafons, of Spring and
Autumne, Summer and Winter, day and night: and by con-
fequence, the generation and confervation of chings dependent on
thofe viciffiudes of Heat and Cold ; it being neceffary, that the
fixation of this Luminary muft have caufed a perpecual fummerin
one hemilphear, and as laffing and difconfolate a Winter inthe
ether ; ordriven nanure upon the exigent of making another Sun
toirradiateand cherifh the oppolite half of the earth, it being ex-
perimentally true (and therefore advanced to the dignity ofan
Axiomeby Galilso, Philolans, Niceron, Kircherss, and other
junios

S
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of what diameter [oever, can project ses lighe upox the whole
f F:'n ar of another at once, ov in a frxe pafirion; thongh v slluminare
mare then the I{ A irqu .-l' -’:'J'ﬁ‘?‘ F!’.-rr:’d -ﬂ“f‘.;:»u:'rxir:.'r‘;-i';ﬂ.nlrr.
Lattly, by the contrivement of its obligue motion along the line
Ecliptick, For had its revolution been affigned to any other
circle ; difcommodities no lefs fatal then the former had unavoi-
dably enfued, Firf#, had it [ayled along on cither fide the o4 -
guator , fome parts of the earth could have known no Sun at all,
.butfhould have groand under the oppreffion of perpetual frigi-
diry and opacity ; whileothers had futfered the contrary extream
of aneverlafting noon, and been parched by the violence of its
too conftant and perpendicular beams: and (o the whole had
been inhabitable ; an A /termation of Hear and Gald being indi-
fpenfably requilite alwell to the Con/ervarion and growth of all
things in their [ndividuals, as to their Propagation in Specie.
Secondly, had it been confined to the conduét of the Equator ;
firft unto a2 parallel fphear, or fuch who haye the Pole for cheir
Zenith, its revolution could have made neicher perfest day, not
perfeltnight ; for being inthe Equator, it would interiect theic
horizon, and be half above, and half below it : and to thofe; who
inhabite under the £quator, though it madea diftin&ion of day
and night, yet would it not make any confiderable diftinétion of
{eafons;for the Sun being always vertical to them jin th (ituation,
would have introduced 2 conftant Summer, and the perpendicu-
larity of its unremitted heat have exhaufted the frukifying humi-
dity of the earch, and (o [eft the womb of our common mother,
Iqualid and barren as the deferr Sarvain Africa, Laftly, had
1t moved directly uponthe Equator, unto what pofition foever;
well mighe ic have defcribed a day, but never meafured out a year:
forthe progreflion of it from Weft to Eaft ( by the compaf of
whichmotion the circle of the year is conftituted ) had been wan-
ting ; in regard that ds impoffible that on ore and the fame circle,
oblerving the fame Poles, the Sun fhould have performed its ewo
contrary motions, one from Ealt to Weft, which defines the day,
the other from Weft to Eaft, which mealures outthe year, both
at once; Now all thele palpable inconveniences ( with mTW
2 other

junior Mafters in the Opricks ) that ne f’j:i:rrr'.rm" fupiinons e’rwir; y
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The impretics
of an inhnise
Inelligence,
i'!l.'l‘int}'.!.'iﬂlblc
inthe fronts
even of Sub-
rerraneous In-
inimares.

other firft obferved and enumerated to usby a Spanifh,and ]2“_:|5r
moft elegamly cxplained by an Englifh Phyfician ; both which
ielected this choice fubjeét, 2s- an impregnable argument of the
wifdome of the Crearer ) were artficially pravegied by thede-
vice of the Suns.motion along the Ecliptick , and the obliquity
of its annual progrefs uponthe Poles of the Zediack,, full 23 de-
orecs, and an half fromthe Peles of the _’i.-'l.'mh!_ L _

Now this meditation naturaliy applies it felf, and fo clearly
demonfirates the forecaft and arufice of an infinite Intelligence ;
that T have nothing left to fay, but this ; that tisa wonder, which
nothing but the delufion of the Father of lies can' make out to be-
leif, how Epicsrus, being a Philofopher, in many abftrufities of
naureacute enough, nay beyond molt of his Tutors, as Diegenes
Loserrins tefifies of him « and one thar Prﬂfﬂilft{ to fo muchin-
fight in the problems of Altronocmy, asto beableto {alve all the
Phanomena, or Apparitions a'-m':: :h::: Terraqueous orb, ( in
Epift. ad Pyrhoelem ) could yer befo infatuated, asto afcribe the
compolure, and location of the Sun, and thie invention of its regu-
lar, and to all parts convenient motion, to the Temerity and Ja-
cogitancy-of Fortsne, Nor could T have conceived it poffible that
tomuch of the Schofar, and fo much of the Fool could haye at
oncemet in oncand the {ame brain; had notIbeen Fcrﬁﬂdtﬂ
thereto, by the agrecieg tellimonies nFman}r credible A uthors,
high botirin Antiquity and Fame,

Ifthefe Arguments reach not, we may deéfeend et lower (iF
there be any thing low in Nature ) and from the entrals of ‘our
Grandmother tetch Srower and Adiweral Conerceions, to givein
evidence againfi the infolent arrogance of Forswwe. For who dares
contrasithe fulpicion of inadnes fo meritorioufly,as once to dream
that the Maguer obrtained itsrich endowments of Ferticity and
Asrraitionsthe Adamant its radiant tralucency and conical angu-
latity ; Adum its oftohedrical or ecight-faced Figure ;- Sult its
Sexangular;. Nitre its fliriate (or ycicle-refembling ; * Firriol fits
mulrangular, &c. froma meer acadental and undetermined con-
flux and-coalition of their minute and infenfible particles :» and
not from the proyident and artificial difpofition of them into fuch

and




Cﬁap.z.

proved by arguments Apodictical.

61

and fuch fituations, as are requifite to the caufation of thofe parti-
cular qualitics and Figures, by the difcreer and methodicall in-
fluence of an infinite witdome 2 Ifany fuch there be ( and I have
reafon for more then my fears, that fuch there are, inthefeaccur-
fed days, when allthe £vrors of the elder world are reyived, de-
fperatc Haerefies belched out even bythofe, who proiels tobe the
Patriots of truth, and horrid Blafphemies applauded as commen-
dable frains of high devotion ) who tremble not to deny the
Creaticn of all things by God : thefe I fhall pity , and leaveto
ponder that exclamation of Gaffendiss, (deexortu mundi)O
guam hebetem effe oporice, ant quam - veclamantem habere confci-
entiam, i dum adifta attenditur, [ola interim Fortuna landatur!
« Ohow infenfible muft that man be cither of the adviloes of
« reafon, or the convulfions. of Conlcience ; who can confides
wthefe things, and yet afcribe the honour of their ¢ reation
e Fortune! '

And-if the Characters of an Tnfinite Wifdome e {o plainly
vifiblein the fingle and divided peices of the Univer/e ; how in-
comparably more legible muft they be.in the #hsle, wherein
Amplitude holds an zmulous  contention  with Pulclritnde ?
Truc itis,the Epicsreans were not {taggered at the confideration
of fo vaft a mafs, inftandy. addreffing themfelves for refuge, to
an infinite fRock of Atoms congefted in an infinite fpace. Bur
this San&uary isrotten; and cannot protect the credulity ofany,
unlefs it be fupported by this additional bale; that. there was
fome firlt A&sve prisciple; which by: its infinite power firf crea-
ted out of nothing; and then . corgeffed this mafs of Aromsintoa
Chaos, and after by its infinite wildome digeffed the fameinto
that exquifite order which doth now cenflitute the form of the
world, Is ic poffible for any thing that dares pretend to Hir-
mranity, to imagine, or by any {pecious argument to hope to per
fwade, that, fo. many minute bedics, or Atoms; by the rafhrand
undeterminate condaét of their-own innate propenlity to motion,
indifferently hurried up and. dewn, hither and thither, and by
reafon of the: difcord arifing from theic different quantitics, and
Figuses, apc to maintain an cyeslafling ¢ivil way and confufion ;
I3 could
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could notwithftanding by a {pontaneous dire@tionmeer and unite
in that juft number, which was fufficient to make up the Globe of
the Earrh, requifite to compefe the body of the Sun, proporti-
oned to thedimenfions of the Adfoon, cqual to the feveral orbs of
thofe radiant Centinels of night, the Sr.ars, whofe muldtude ex-
ceeds the figures of Arithmerick, and their magnitudenever yer
righicly cxP]urcd . in ﬁ;::, exatily accommedate to the great bo-
dy of the #orld, whole bounds weknow not, and whole dimen-
fionsare immenfe ? The conviction of this impofMibility they have
endevoured (though by running into as great a one ) thus to
evade, Ashe (fay they ) mufihave been deceived, who having
obterved the oeneration of nothing oreater then a Flea, could not
therefore beleive the generation of an Elephant, asif chere could
not be found matter enough to arife to fo gigantick a body: fo are
we deceived, while regarding the generation of onely fmal things
we beleive that thegrear body of the univerle could not be made
up by the fame means, and after the fame manner ; as if fo valta
proportion of macter could not concur and unite into one Form ;
;-.;}r}b!,r fo much the more are we deceived, by how much the more
proportion thematter of a Flea holdsto that of an Elephant, and
themarter of an Elephant holds to that of the World ; chen the
matter of the Wotld holds to that mafs of Atoms, whichis in-
finite in the infinite fpace. But Imay with good reafon demand,
how they can be affured, thatin the imaginary {pace, without che
citcumferrence of the world, there is {uch an inexhauflible abyfs
of matter, as ufficeth to the generation not onely of this world,
but of an infinite multitude of others, fully as large as chis : fo,
well as weare affured, that in this wotld is contained mareer fuf-
ficient to the J:mnpn::[it'lml of an E|tph:lm,as well as of a Flea ?
Sure Iam, no man ever faw the outfide of the world ; and if'fo,
is it not a meer Rhodomontado of phanfie, or { as Pliny callsic)
2 high madnefs, to imagine fiich an infinite aby(s of marer ? Let
us, however, deal wich thele, as wile Phyficians with Hypochon-
driacks, that they may the more eafily cure chem,allow them their
abfurdities ; and grant that from eternity there was fuch an infinity
of Aroms. confufedly hurried to and fro,im an infinite {pace :
yet the difficuley will always remain, howin (ogreaca laxity and

infinite
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infinite Lberty of range, o ‘many Acoms could o convene and
combinetogether, as to terminate and fetle each other, by reci-
procal coherence and murual concatenation ; how o orderl
marfhal and difpofe their feveral divifions ino fuch elegant
Figures: how adapt thofe figures rofich genuine and conftant
operations ; and all this wichour the countell, difpofition, and
revinélion ofany other caufe, bue ctheir own rude and giddy pro-
penfity to motion, and the cafual relult of their ceflation from
dilcord ? That Animals have obrined fuch exquifite forms, re-
[peétive to their feveral deflinations ; chis we can refer to the arti-
fice of their peculiar Seminalities, or the cunning of thar Forma-
tive wirrme, which lying ambufeadoed in the [pumous confiitence
of their genital emiflions, and being onceawakened into Adtivity
by the excitement of 2 convenient Marrix, or Receptarie, im-
mediately defignes this or that parcel of matter for. fich or fuch 2
art, another for another, and {o fpins it out into an uniform {a-
E}-rimh of membess, ar laft weaving all thofe into an ingenious
Figure, in all poims refembling the Protoplaft or firlt genicor of
that {pecies; who received this Semimal T inlture, or faculty
pmlif?cal from the immediate bounty of its Creater, Bur thas
Aroms, as they are in their paked and incomplex nature,
fhould be allowed to have a Plaftick or fabrefative virtwe
equal to that conferred upon the feeds of Animals ; isa figment
asworthy our {pleen, as that ridiculovs branch of the famie roat
the Aurotthonoiss, or {pontaneous eruption of our it Parems .
from the confermentation of warer and Earth, and he pro-
dution of mankinde like that of Mufhroms : which whimley is
alfo entituled to Epicwrms, by no meaner a tradition then that of
Cenforinsss ( de Di. Nar. cap. 2. ) whofe words, for the more
clear and credible tranfmifiion of the Fable,T thoughe it not alto-
gether impertinent here toinfert.  Nec longe fecus Epicurvs cre-
didit, limo calefattos sreror nefcio quos, radicibus terre cobeyen-
ress primum inereviffe, o infantibus ex (e editss LAgeRitam
taitis humorem, natura minifirance prabuifle ; quos ita educatos,
¢ adulros genwus hominum propagafle. To this we may adde
(fora fingleteflimony is not firong enough to oblige any man o .
beleive fo unpardonable a dotage in a grave Philofopher ) the
GONCUL--




——
e

I

64

- E—

That God created the World ex nihilo, Chap. 21

concurrent Auoricies of Ladantins (4ib. 2. cap. 7. ) Pin-
parch | 5. Placir. 19.) .-I'JJ';:IIEH::S Laertises lib. 2. invita Ar-
chelii Athexienf. ) Diodarus Sicwlus ( {ib.1.) and Macrobins
(3. Saturn.6,) Though, for my pait, I conceive this phrenfieto
have poflefled many heads, upon whofe skulls corruption had
planted growing Perewikes of Mofs, many hundreds of years be-
fore Epicsrss his was warm 5 10 regard many antient Nations, in
articular the o Egyptians and Phenicians, l::n_'l:':l:':nvr.i.:r:IfE,r for the
honor of feniority, have gloried in the tide of Auteffhone , and
thought their Efchurcheons fufficiently noble, if charged onely with
chis imprefs, Terre filii. Bucl return from this my Excurfion.
1fthe World, indeed, werc as 0 uids Chaos, rudis indigeffague
moles, a deformed and promifcuous mifeellanie, or mafle of
Heterogeneitics, and the feveral parts of it varioufly blended ro-
oether withou either diferimination or order : then might the
pretence of Fortuie be more plaufible. For fhould we takea
man, who had been bom and bred upto maturity of yearsin
{ome obfcure cavern of the earth, and never lookrabroad upon
de Wotld, nor heard of more then what immediately cons
cerned his aliment and other natural neceffities ; on 2 {uddain
educe him from his dungeon, and fhew him an Animal cutin
peices,and all its diffimilar parts, as skin, mufcles, fat, veins, ar=
teries, neryes, tendons, ligaments, cartilages, bones, marrow, &c.
laied together in 2 promifcuous heap: doubtlefswe could not
quarrel ac his increduliey, if he would not be perfivaded, that any
thing but Chance had a hand in that confufion. Buc fhould we
inftantly prefent himanother Animal, feeding, walking, and per-
forming all the comely functions of vitality ; inftruét himin the
{everal ufes and aftions of all thofe parts, whichhe had formet-
Iy fiurveyed in the dilordes ofan heap; then kill that Animal alfo,
nd for his farther information, amatomzieits carcafe;and exkibite
co him the feveral parts, inall things refpondent to the former s tis
conjeétural that we (hould finde, that the rudencls of his educati-
on would not fo rotally have extinguithed the Light of Natare
in him, as not to have left fome (park, by the glimmenng where-
of he might difcover fome more noble Principle then Fortunc, to

have been the Efficiens of that more then ingenious machinc.
Now
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Now we cannot but obferve, that in the great engine of the uni-
verle, nothing is with lefs order, decency beauey, uniformity,
[ymmetry, conflancy, in a word, withlefs wifdom, cither defiz-
ned, or finithed ; then in the finaller organ of an Animal, in the

erfection of its integrality. And iffo, how ncer comes it to an
ablolure contradiftion, thacwe (hould acknowledge fome noble
and pradent Canfe, that moulded and compacled all thofe dif-
ferent parts inro one moft clegane and accomplifhe body, and ex-
aétly accommodated thatbody to the eafie execution of its pre-
deftinate operations:and yet not acknowledg the fame, in the ordi-
nation and confire@ion of the more admirable, becaufe more dif-
fcule fabrick ofthe Univerfe 3 Ifay, a Comtradittion ; for ifthe
cafier Artifice of an Amimal be conceded too hard ; afluredly
the more difficule machination of the innumerably organ'd
World muft needs be granted impofsible, to be wrought by the
impotent and ignorant fingers of Fortume. Duanto enim major
eperss moles, tanto erit we [apientia, ita ¢ porentie majus argsu=
mentum 3 mon guod aliwnde elaboratio minstorum corpufeslo
rim non commendet artificem : fed quod in opere ingemti i
[ymmesriam fervare induftrism, ¢+ materiam regere operofwm e e
videatur.

Laftly, as the Voraries of Fortune haye argued & minori ad
majis, thus ; if the fmaller machine of 3 Hand-worm, wherein
the almoft invifible ( without an engylcope, or magnifying glafs )
exiguity of the whele frame, the multiplicity of organs, and the
variety of refpective funétions affigned thereunto, may worthily
contend, concerning clegance of compofure, wtih the large cap-
tain of the watry regiments, the #hate may be configured by
Chance, or the cafual concourfle of convenjent particles of the
Firft master : why may not the groffer movement of the Tyi-
verfe bealfo wreught by thelike contingent fegregation of difa-
grecing, and convention of confimilar Atoms ; whole tumultua-
ton and confliét growing from the andpathy of different magni-
rwde and Figure, made the Chaos ; and their working LEmmI?:st
inzo peculiar orders, by the accidental conflux aud mutual cohe-
rence of Homagentities,made the forme of the world, So we, by
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counter-demonfiration, may argue & majori ad minses thus ; if
Fortune had the power and skill co make the 1#7orld, why can fhe
not make the more rude and facile movement ot a #¥aech 3 It
Atoms could fpontaneoufly range and combine themfelves into
the immenle bailements of the Werld: why net allo into the
parrower ftruSture of a Caffle 7 1 they met into the mighty bul-
warks of an [flend : why net into the thinncr and mers fragil
rampiers of a Forr? 1fthey could difpofe themfelves into wide
campania’s of Herbs and varicgated Flowers : x'.']:j.'_ntrtin'u:&
E‘-t‘iu‘ of .lr,:m.-"fJJ-r:J_'lrJ T—.‘I‘Ffﬂ:_-}' 3 All which rr:qu':::, as -I.!il‘l.i'l;.ft‘l}' lzis
of Power, (o aHoof Seience.

Should they endevour a fubrerfuge, by replying ; that thefe
are the Effefts of Are,and notof Nataure : wemay preven: theie
evafien by rejoyning, that fince they allow Chance tohavean
interelt even in the operations of Arr; why doe they not afwelf
make her the Founderels of a Ciry, as of the xdifice of a fpen-
taneous A rimal, whole firucture is more difheule 7 Weare not
backward to confels, what we lacely fuppofed concerning the
difie@ted and difordered parts of an Animal, thatifthe World
were but a promilcuous heap of different marerials,fuch as ftones,
Timber, Sand, Lime, Clay, Mailes, Tyles, &c. confufedly con-
gefted = then could not our choler fwell to fo highatide of in-
dignation againft the arrogance of Fortune 3 nor fhould webe (o
well provided of amms to fight in defence of a divine contrive-
ment, Butfince the bwlding of the lame is, by infinite tranfcen-
dency, more durable, more diffinét , more fymmetrical, and
more gorgeous in all its parrs, then che mot elaborate and mag-
nificent Palace : fince the Hearr of 2 Pifmire hath moreof na-
gifterial artifice, then the Efchnrial ; the probofess or trunk of 2
Fleamoreinduftry mirsdelicare and fimuous perforation, chenall
thecolily Aqueduifs of Nere's Rome, the Arfenal ac Fenice, or
the two Spanifli Eugires, one for the craduftion and elevarion of
Water, av 7 oleds the other for the automatous.coyning of money,
at fegovie, both admired by a Perfon for the moft parc above
admiration, 5, Kenelore Dighy , fince the breaft or laborao
of 2 Bee comtains more anfraftuous convolutions: then che Laby-
rinth of Dadilres, and more Cellules thendie famous mumﬁu&




e

proved by arguments Apodsitical,

67

of 8t Lawrence, in Spain, for bravery and amplitude of archi-
teflure reputed the cighth wonder of the World : and fince the
skull ofa Loufe bath more ventricles or receptaries for the nu-
merous {warms of Animal (pirits, then the (patious Am phitheatre
of Rome had feats for the fpetators: in fine, fince the meancit
peiceot Nature throwes dilparagement and contempt upon the
greaelt maflerpeice of Art ; how can it be, that man, noble and
ingentousman, fhould fall fo much lower then his incircumfpect
Father Adam, asto confefs the vifible influence of Pradence in the
eafier, and yet, at the fame time, deny any caule, but 1 gmorance
to have been exercifed inthe barder; to admic the managery of
an Architefl, or knowing principle, in the fru&ture of a honfe,
and yet determine the more magnificent Creation of the T verfe
uponthe blind difpoial of Fereane ?

Toconclude this unworthy vindication of the injured wifdom
of our Maker, by leaving no poffible obje&ion unanfivered, let
us fuppole that our oppenents fhould recurre to their old ftarting
hele, or falley port, the Spowcaneons morion aj'.ff toms, and urge,
that if thematerials of a houfe, or other arrificial {truéture, were
endowed with aninnate propenfity to motion, as the materials of
the World were ; then mighe they alfo, without the direion of
any external Agent, onely by reciprocal convention, complicati-
onand revinction, acquire fetded and orderly firuations, and {o
difpofe themlelvesinto a regular Fabrick : but fince they are de-
void of all demeftick Aivity, the difparity berwixt che operati-
ons of chance, and thofe of Art, is fo grear, thacan argument
drawn from the impoffi:ility of a performance by one, is not
eonclufive againft the poffibility of an atcheivernent y the other,
And when we have fuppofed thisretort, ler usalfo lnppofe what
they would have, vix, thatthe materiali of 2 houfe were radicall
impregnated with a perpetual tendency to motion ; and that, by
the drift of thisinternal activity, they fhould from different quar-
ters meer: together in one heap, there croud, comprels, exprefs,
impell, reptif derrude, clevare, circumgyrate, fix each other, and
atlaft by reciprocal combination acquiefce : yet can it never be
tuppoicd, bya lober imaginaion, thifi the reful of all this lg}urliyr
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burly berwixt thofe unequal parcs, and the peace enfuing upon the
cafual acquifition of fwations proper and convenient to each,
would be a well ordered xdifice ; nay any thing half fo neer
allied to architefture asa ruinc. :

I conceive the wit of Balbus wound up to avery happy ftrain,
when difputing againit Vellesns ( one that blufh’c not to weare
the infamous badge of Episurss ) concerning this monfirous hg-
ment of the worlds Proje&ion from the diffolution of the Chaos,
and a fortuizous concurhion of the univerfal matter 5 he invented
this appofite fimilitude : Hoc qui exiftimat fieri pataiffe, won in-
selligo cur idems won putet, fi innsemerabiles pmins G vigings for-
me lirerarsm vel aures, vel quales-liber aligue comjiciantiir,
poffe ex his in terram excnffis Annales Ennij, ut deinceps legs
pofiine effici ; qued nefcio anne in Hro quidem ver(w peofsit tan-
tums valere Fortuna, Upon which we may briefly thus de-
fcanc; if that congruous feries of letters, which is neceffary tothe
leSture of one pa ¢ line, or word, can never refule from 2 care-
lefs congeftion uig prints; but mult be the fetled effe’t of greatin-
duftry and diligence in the Cempofitor : undoubtedly, withno
lefs violence to reafon, can any manopinion, that the innume-
rable parts of the World, thac obferve a far more diftinét and
cleeant order then the charatters of any Typographer difpofled
into words, lines, pages, fheets, fhould attain to that admirable
Form, which they now hold; by a meer fortuitous affembly ; and
not by the certain and predefiinate ordination of fome [wpremely-
sntelligent Canfe.

Thefe reafons, though not weven into that finct methed which
is required (o fulfill the web of perfelt demonfirations; doe yet
feem firong enough i their fingle inferences undeniably to con-
cludethe Creation of the Univerfe out of no preexiftence, by the

fole and immediate Fiar of the [ame Effence, and if judicioufly

ewilted togetherinto one Syndrome, of complex Argument, muit
oblige as firmly ; fince they clearly evince the fitlt Article ofthe
Chriftians Creed, as an uncontrollable werity, which none, but
fuch degencrate mifcreants, in whom the LEB: of Narure is
wholly extin, or fuch as arc defperatly refoly to fhut the cye

of
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of their minde again( the (plendor of that infallitle Criterion, can
longer doubt ot And therefore, having determined neither to fcan-
dal the intelleCtuals of my Reader, either by indubitating his
facile perception of the force of thofe proofs already urgmf or
multiplying others in order to the illultration of thateruth, to
which he hath formerly fubmitred his plenary affent ; nor unfruie-
fully to {pend that dme and paper, which I have devoted to the
explanation and ratification of other neceflary points, on a
work of fupererogation : 1 fhall onely fringe this exercife with
that pertinent and emphatical paﬁagc of Lactantins ( De opif.
Deicap. 6. ) Tanta crge qui videat ¢ talia, potef? exiftimare
nislla e ffeéla effe confilio, mulla providentia, mulla ratione divina ;
fed ex Arom [wbtslibus, exignis concretaefle tanta miracwla?
onne prodigio fimile eft, ant natum effe bomminem gui bee diceret,
#s Leucippwmizant extitife gui crederer, wt Democrivom. qui as-
ditar ejus fuit; vel Epicuram in guem vanitas emnis de Lencipps
fonte profluxic 7 and fo proceei to the facistadtion of two colla-
teral Sermples,

SEcT. IV.

Seruple 1.

TH: Curiofity of fome, ( whether more infolent or vain,is  Aricle 1.
hard to determine,) hath been foaudacious, asto adventure Thar Antique
upon l]"]i.s ,E{_ﬂfrf H JTGFJ made the '.I'l"ﬂ?‘!rﬁ'ljpfﬂ_]' what l.ﬂf?rﬂ'mrﬂfl'= Il-t:.ll’d HPD:EJIJ.
rools, mechanick engines, what affiffants didhe wiake ufz of in the 13tion, what

Infirumont s
Auxiliants ,

1 Fo 0 e : malerials pre=
dilpold, God made ufe of , imbhis act of Fabrication of the Univerle , coploufly fatisfied ;
and the energie of the divine will commontirated fuperior 1o the indigence of citker,
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The Satisfaction,

Thisis no green impiety (unlels it hath lately budded forth
_f,g‘;iuﬂu:l.‘uagﬁ thole Human-devils, the Ranrers ; thereportaf
whofe prodigious blalphemics hath fometimes tran{ported me o
a hatred, at lealt a contempt of my felf, for being in the fame
rank of Creatures; and made me with for a fecond deluge ) but
almoft half as old 2s Time, and may be traced as high as the
Epache of the Grecian leaming; witnefs thofe many lecret cons
vulfions of it by Plate ( both in his Parmenides and Timess )
while he frequently affirmes the divine Natwre 10 be Tuorganical,
and the immediate operations of the saiverfal casfe tobe above
the neceflity of Corporeal means : witnefsalio Cicers ( moft of
whofe ftreams came out of the Grecian fountain ) who (i 1,
De Nat. Deor.) introducing the Atheift, Felejus difputing 2-
gainit Plato and the Steicks, who held the divine efence to be
the Author of the Univerfe; propoleth the feruple atlarge, in thefe
Words : Quibus enim cculis intueri poruic vefer Plaro fabr.=
cam illam tanti operis, gua_confbrui 4 Deo atque edificari mun-
dum facit ? qua molitio? que ferramenta ? qmi velles? que
rHACHiRE P :.I',J#i mimﬂrﬁ rqxri M ENEriS ﬁif.?‘m:f ? C‘J“E.Th.‘ll: bﬂld-
nefs is the dauehter of ignorance, is herein plainly verified ; for
had thefe unhappy Pagans underftood any thing of the majeftick
effence of divinity, or buc apprehended the valt difparity between
the efficiency of the Higheff, and that of all other Swbordinate
casfes ; tis more then probable, they had notbeen fo fawey with
his imperial Atribute , Ompipatence, Dot tun into that common
miftake of Aefh and bloud, of meafuring the way: of God by the
wats of man, Truets, that man hath need of inftruments to the
performance of any peice of Art,nor can the Geometrician draw
his lines without a rule, or defcnbe a circle without the help of
his compals; the Carpenter work without his Axe, Saw,and
other tools ; the Smith without his fire, hammer, anvill, &c. all
which the wit of man, fharpned by neceflity, hath inventedto
compenfate the infufficiency of his naked hands, made by na-
ture either too foft, too wek, or too obmfe for thofedifficult

ufes ;
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ules : But yet whatcan impede our affurance of che eternal ex-
iftence of a more Noble E ffeient ; whole #willis infinite Power,
and that Power infinite AZiviry whofe fingle Let it be done, is
both Canfe and Means - and whofe [imple aék of Felition not
oncly the Efficient, but alfo the Inffrmment » Do not we ol
ferve ( that T may extradt an Argnment from the evidence of
Senle Yhow, in the ewinckling of a lovers eye, thae comely Areh
of colours, the Rain-bow, is painted on the clouds ; and ye withs
out eicher hand, compafs; or pencill ? dee we not beliold whole
mountains of ponderous C fowdr piled one upon another ; arnd yer
neither veflels to laveupynor engities to fultain that fea of warer >
And cannot thefe familiar oblervations inflrust us wich miore
knowledge, then to doubt the fabrication of the world withous
corpereal ovdans ? Why is eur realon fo immodel}, 35 to inquire
nto the abilicy of che Firf? canfé 3 when alas! itisnotl e
enough tocomprehend the éfica cy of the weakeft Secondary
if the meanefl and meft ordimary effect of Nawre imports (o
much flupendious indutiry, as tranfcends the mirrow ca pacity of
man ; whataudacicus ignorancesic inhim to queltion the erer-
gic of that Principle, that made MNature he: felf, and preferibed
her rulesto aétby : fromwhich fhe cannot vary, without a mi-
raculous difpenfation? Weare willing forlooth. to profefs, thas
we cannot undeérftand by what artifice the delicate bedy ofa
Pifmire is configurated, animiced, and impowered for the noble
ations of feufe and voluntary wrotion, nay ( for ovght we know
tothe contrary ) for dhat more noble and elaborate office of
difeowr (e alio = and yer, when we come to contermplarte the more
magnificen: form of the Uaniverfe, fhall we desenerite into fich
impertinent Ideots, as to debare the Miathematick edergie of ifs
Creator, and demand how he could operate withour Enginer to
tranfport, adfer, and winde up the mvatetials, wich fca%olds to
advance the roof, or fervans to affifkin feveral offices requifire ?
ﬂﬂ'urtd]y, as the frame of that flender Awmimal doch confels z
certain Facwlty, by which it wis modelled delineared, and
compadied ; though the reafon and miarrier of its contextire re.
main in the darktous : fo alib dothy the hugre machine of chis
¥ifible World proclaim 4 eereain Ernergeticall primeiple, of in-

hiaidly
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finitly more porency and perfetion, by which it was canm'cd;
though the manner and way of its compofiure be too abltrule and
fublime for the difcemment of our weak-fighted intellectuals.
Now, whether you (hall denominate that Energy, 2 Power di-
vine, of God; itis indifferent = bue indifpenfably neceffary, that
you acknowledge itto be fo great, as b‘i,' incomputable inzervals
to exceed the comprehenfion of the minde of man ; nor is it fafe
for us to attempt the commenfutation of it by the unequal mo-
dule, or fcale of particular fimire C qufes, fince even from thele
our reafon ftands fo remote, astobe able at moft onely to con-
jeture their dimenfions. Upen this confideration | if a Piler,
while he onely fits in the fecrage and hands the helme, doth di-
reét the (hip in its courfe, by a far imore excellent indultry, then
all the rude officers infervient thereunto, that ftretch their tougher
finewes to hoifc and rack about her fayls, and toyle their tawny
bodies in other inferior labours : ifa Prince, who fits calmely in
his throne, doth by 2 fingle nod of his fceptre awe millions of his
fubjeisto cbedience, and by the magick ofa fmile or frown con-
jure whole nations into joy OF terror ifhe, 1 fay, doth govern
his people, by a more mylterious and noble influence, then all his
{ubordinate minifters of ftate, with all their umultuous pains and
travell, either in the eranfiniffion, or execution of his mandates
itan Architelt, or mafter-builder, who in his clofet onely draws
the plat-form, and defignes the figure of the firulture; dothby
his meer defignation, operate more exquifitely, and by a more ex-
cellent artifice contribute to the perfection of thework, then all
the fwarm of bufiling mechanicks imployd in {quaring, or placing
the materials : why fhould we not allow that mighty Pélor,
Prince, and Architeft of the world to be empowerd witha cer-
cainkind of Efficacy {o eminent, that whatever can be thought
moft abfolute and puiffant in all other natures, mult be infinitely
nferior toit? And therefore when we,who have learned our leflon
outof the facred leaves of Mofes fay that he made the univerfe (ofo
witsy atque [implici volitient, by onc fimple and entire att of
his ##ill, expreft in that word, Fiar; we [peak all thatcan be

underftood by us of that miracle.
As for thelaft pare of the Acheifts indecent expoftulation; viz.
what
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What coadiutors or minifters had God to artend him, and whas
materials praexiffent and prepared to conform to his difpefure
that may be foon refolved, by offering that fipereminence, where-
by he is, by infinite excefles, aboveall other Effcients. For
what were the Prerogative of Divimity, if it were fubjett to the
want of the fame mians, or cooperating Canfes, withus defpi-
cable and imporent men? To conclude, it will not onely fup-
prels all dangerous Curiofiries of this kind, butalfo highly com-
mend our jwdgments ; that we draw a large line of diftinftion
betwixt the Almightines of the Creator, and the reffrained aki-
wity, or rather puce imbecillity of the Creatwre ; alcribe to him
a [wperlarive and pancratical energie, o virtme paramont ; and
onour devout knees proclaim him more able to creare, then

want cither miniffers, or matter, whereby, whereon to accom-
plilh his pll,

s rmffr 2.

The other profane Sersple objefted by the Atheift,is this; Cur
Dens tamdin a fabricatione mundi abffinnerit ? If God were
elder then Time, and the world made in the beginning of time ;
why did he {o long fulpend the Fabrication of it »

The Refponfe.

Thisis alfoa poyfon {pit from the accurfed jaws of that black
Viper, Felleins, againit the Sreicks (apud Cicerow. 1. de nar.
Deor.) in this (quallid fiream ; iffo igitur tam insmenfo [patio,
guaro, cur Pronza veftra (foaccording to their own phrafc he
calls that Minde, or fupreme Intelligence, to whom that fober
feltof Philofophers juftly alcribed the origination of all things
. except the marerial Principle, which they erroncoufly affrmed
to have been the Afbes, or cynders of a former World, whole
production alfo they conceived to have been, like that fabulous
one of the Phacnix, out of the ume of its predeceffor ) cefflaveris ¢
laborémne fwgiebas 2 and not lately wiped clean off, and its con-
tagious venome cured by thegencrous antidote of Ewfebins, who
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( in 1.de prep, Evang. r.)molt exprelly, amply, and judicioul-
ly oppofed it. However, left this poyfon ferment afrefh, and
agam exulcerate the impure Libertines of this Age ( not more
for its extraordinary Calamsities, then unPa::r:m’d Impieties, as
well the wender, as grief of our pofterity ) and fince it cannot
but be thought moft pertinent to my prefent fcope: I fhall en-
devour the total extindtion of it, by applyig 2 fmare Alextire-
rien of realon.

From an Agent infinite in wifdome, Power, and Liberty,
fuch as we muit allow Ged to be, no account either of Matives,
Means, ot Time, ought to be required. Tt was, according to
their meafure of time, about fix thoufand years from the nasivity
of the niverfe, when the unhappy difciples of Epicwris difle-
minated this uncivil interrogacion : but had it been created many
myriads of myriads of thoufands {ooner then it was, tis open to
conjefture, that they would have infilted on the fame fawcy de-
mand ; fince eternity compared to more my riads of years, then
all the figures of Arichmetick can amount to the computation
of, muft yet import a vaft eraét or flux of Time (for other idi-
ome to exprels this notion, 1 could not cither recognize, Of €X=
cogitate ) below the foot of that accompt ; and that precedent
fpacemight have afforded room enough for the intrufion of the
fame frivolous quaere. And therefore it becomes us, either not to
enquire, why the world was produced, rather then not produced;
or allowing its prodution, to efieem icall one, whether it were
produced then, before, or after, in this fo greata latitude of Eter-
nity. Forthe fame queftion now propofled, why God did not de-
cermine in himfelf to createthe World,ten millions of years {ooner
then he did ; may allo be revived hereafier, concerning thefe
times of ours, if another rand of ten millions more {hould be un-
ravelled. From whence this modeftand truly humane leffon fair-
Iy infersit felf; that it is oraculous in the greateft wifdometo
fay, God Created the World in that article of eternity ( wemay
now callit Time)which [cemed moft opportune to his wifdom. For,
thar he had fome important reafens fo long to deferr the creation,
and then onely to contrive and fimith it, when hedid ; though
thole reafons be eryprick and ignote to us: we may more then

con=
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conjeéture, from the confideration of his inexhauftible and ever

moving aby(s of his Prudence, which is the rule to all other his
actions. And truely, if' Priuces ground many of their defignes
upon profound reafons of State, the knowledoe whereofis neyer
diffufed among their fubjects, bue locke up inthe cabinet of their
own heart : why may not God, who is all Coun/al and Prudence,
be afforded the prerogative of having fome weighty reflpefis,that
moved him to ereate the World, then when he did, rather then
either fooner or later ? Which refpefts, for oughe we can explore,
is Mercy in him to conceal fromus: furel am, tis a pride not
much beneath, if not equal to chat of Lucifer, inus todarero
enquire. Tis a confelt truth, that no man can’ know the thouglits
of another, whe is conftant to his refolve to referve them fealed
up within his own breaft; and can any man be fo incurably over-
run with the itch of vanicy, wh