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To the Reader.

he finifhes in 26 days) they ftood both
at onge. |

And yet after all our Theorift pre-

tencs a great refpect to Authoritas

Sacra, when he thinks it makes for liis
purpofe, what is this buc to treat the
Scriptures, as the Roman Soldiers did
our Saviour, they puta Crown of
Thorns upon his Head, and (aid, Hail
King of the' fews? °Tis not be que-

ftion’d but the Author had aviewto:

get himfelf a Name by this his Theory,
for gloriam atque famam omnes ex &quo
optant , which fought in a fair way
is " highly commendable; but our
Theorift, who would get himfelf a

Name by overturning the Authority:

of the Scriptures, islike to none more
| than Eroftratss, who rather than fail
of being known to after Ages, did
burn the Temple of Epbefiu. For of all
that ever I have known to write'of Phi.
lofophy, the Author is the boldeftin
contradictiug the Scripture.

- Dews immortalss haberi
Dum vult Empedocies,ardentem frigidus
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To the Reader.

1t were an endlefs labour to take no-
tice of all his contradictions to Serip-
ture, toReafon, and tohis own dear-
eft Self, with which his Theory is de-
{ervedly loaded ; but we havealready
more than enuugjjh to juftifie the Title
Tell. Theor. neither Sacred, nor agree-
able to Reafony and lthink the Author

has put an affront 'vpon the underftand-

ing of his Readers,when he is fo ferious
in making his Trifles pafs for Truths,
and it ought to be no matter of wonder
to him, if he meet with fome {uch cen-
fure in venting his Poetical Fictions,
as the Traveller Vlyfes (Poets and
Travellers being reckon’d in the fame
rank as to poinc of Credit) isfaid to
have met with from the Phaeaces.

= - Artonito cum
Tale fuper cenam facinu: narrareUlyffes,

Alcinoobilem ant vifum fortaffe quibufdam
Maqcmt ut mendax Aretalogs inmare

nemao

Hunc abicit [ava d::gnnm veraghe Cha-
rybdi. -
Fugentem Inmanes L« ﬁr{gaﬂm atgue Cy-

. chopae.
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' Tosbe Reader. -

Nam citimsScyllam vel concurventia [axa

Cyanes, plenos & tempeftibus utres

Crediderim, aut tenus percuffum verbere
Circesy |

Et cum remigibus gruviaiffe Elpencra Par-
c1s

Tam wacui capitis populum Phaaca pu-
tavir ?

Of fuch a praétice when Vlyffes told,
What think you could Alcinoms Guelts
| (with-hold
From Scorn or Rage? Shall we, cries
(one, permit

This lewd Romancer, and his ban-
(t.’ring Wit ?-

Of ﬁliy Dogs, and ftranger flams than
(thefe,

Of Wmds and Bags, for mirths fake

(let bim tell,
And of his Mates turn’d Swine by
(Circes Spe]].

‘This Traveller takes us Iflanders for
. (Aflts.

Thus the incredulous Pheac havin yet
Drank but one round, reply’d, in fober
fit. C 3 And










To the Reader.

and expand it felf with heat; which
would be derogatory from the fubtlety
of the Cartefian Ether, upon which he
and Seignor Spolet?s the Penetian Am-
baffadour’s Phyfician, were pleas’d to
honour me with a vifit at my Chamber ;
the Experiment was this, 1 had a Glafs
Pipe, fuch as they make the Barofcopes
“of, blown into the fhape of a round ball
‘at the end, that was Hermetically feal’d
and bended into a Syphon, whefe legs
were parallel; but diftant from another

three inches, fo that the leg on which Al

the Ball ftood, was nine inches long,
but the other two feet long ; the fhor-
ter Leg, and the -intermedial Pipe I
fl’d quite with Water, to thelower }
end of thegreat Leg, fo thatthere was

no Air left in the {pace, then I put in-
to it fome filings of Steel, about a
drachm and an half, and after the fi-
lings were laid along in the intermedial
Pipe, I put to it Oil of Vitriol 300r
40 drops, which mixing with the Wa-
ter (for otherwife ftrong Oil of Vitriol
does not work upon the filings) did
immediately corrode the Iron , and
{fent up to theBall fo greata quantity
of this gencrated Air asto fill it, :amcic
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Tothe Reader,

full of Water, to which agree the Te- —
ftimonies of the Aucthors mentioned in

Ramazzim. Thefe Cavities, feeing |

the Scripture {fays nothing to the con-
trary, we may fuppofe to have been

made from the beginning,
Ram. p. 38, not as Deformities, but for
76. noble and excellenr ufes,

and that by taking off the
upper Cruft from fome parts of the
Earth, and laying it on others, the |
everlafting Mountains, and a Bed for |

the Ocean were fram?d at the fame

time, and thus a paffage was open’d

for the Waters, that before encom- 11
pafs’d  the Earth, to run into thefe

Cavities : ’tis not material for our

purpofe , whether this was all done i

in one day, asthe Theory objeéts, or
whether the Water could run fo faft
away from the Inland places, as to
leave them quite bare, it is enough,
if in that day the dry land did appear,as
doubtlefs a great part of it did.TheThe-
orift thinks this a very laborious Work:
as if it were a hard thing for the Au-
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To :hé Reader.

b

may be by good confequence alfo in-

fer’d from the fecond chapter of

Gen. wherein ’tis faid, there Wete Ri-
vers, one of which, viz. Euphrates
15 to this day known by the name that
it had then : from whence we may {afe-
ly conclude, that the {ame Rivers had
the fame Mountains, from which they
defcended, that they have now. Now
if we fuppofe, that at the time of the
Deluge there happen’d fuch a conflict
of contrary Salts, Acid and Alcali,
s we have now mention’d in the Bow-
els of the Ear:h, there would be an

Air generated, which in many places |
being penned up, might caufe Earth-
quakes, and at the fame time fome of

chis Exhalation might efcape into the
open Air, from which might proceed

the great Rains of forty days continu-

ance, accompanied likely with great

Thunder, Lightning, &"¢. toftrike the ||

greater terror into the Wicked, that

in their fright they might not find the

way to the Ark they had formerly fo
much defpis’d, and that if they had

thonght of fuch things, they might be
hindred by the great Rains; by the
Air inclos’d in the Bowels of the Earth
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Tothe Reader.

we may (as it happens in our E3 eri-
ment) imaging, that the Water of the
Abyfs was diflodg’d, and fo cameout
to overflow the Earth: (by which we
may interpret the opening of the great

. || depths) and this at the paffages by
! which the Abyfsand Oceandid commu-

nicate, which fo fwelld by degrees,
till the top of the higheft Mountains
were covered ; Further we may infer,
that the Antediluvian Air being infe&-
ed wich the Minera! Seams, and ina
great meafure compos’d of them,might
occafion that fhortning of Man’s Life,
which happen’d quickly after the De-
luge 3 which tho’ it did not {o vifibly
affect the ftronger Conftitutions of
Noaband his Sons, might lay fuch a
foundation of infirmities in their I'o-
fterity, as might in Aofes days (horten
their Life to 70 or 8o years. We may
fuppofe likewife that (as in our Expe-
riment) when the heat of the Effer-
vefcence was over, the Water fell in
the greater Pipe, and rofe in the fhorter,
{o when this Ebnllition was over in the
Bowels of the Earth, the Watersre-
turned by degrees into the Bowels of
the Earth, and fo the Oceaninto the

bounds
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Toibe Reader.

bounds fet to it by God, as in Pfal.
104 6. Thon covereft it with the dee
as with a garment :* The Waters ftood
above the Mountains, ver.7, A thy re-
buke they fled, ar the voice thy thup-
der they bafted away, ver.8. They f
up by the Mountains, they fa down by the
Valleys, unto the place “which thou haft
founded for them, ver, 9. Thou baft gﬂ:
a bound that they may not pafs over, that
they turn not again to cover the Earth.
One might reprefent the whole of
this to the Eye thus, let there be a
round Ball to reprefent the Earth,(with
a hole at the end, ftanding for the
North Pole, at4, which Kircher fup-
pofes the Ocean to circulate thro® the
Earth) of glafs ££ £, full of rifings to
reprefent the Mountains 64 5, Jer the
Ball be fill'd wich Water, and at the
hole infert a Pipe £ £g, which cement
to the Neck, throw in by this Pipe
fome filings of Steel, after which fome
Oil of Vitriol, and keep the Ball in-
clining, fo that the fteams arifing may
not get out at the hole, byt being pent-
ed in may drive out the Water at the
Pipe, which if the Ball were the
Center of the Earth, would overflow

all
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: 2o the Reader,

of Perpatml Lamps.

Here has been much written of Per-

petual Lamps, faid to be found in

Burying places of the old Romans,

which ag firft feems paft all belief ; for
how can it be that a Lamp fhould have
fuel for fome hundreds of years, to
maintain it in life ? And if it had fuel
how could it inthofe clofe Vaults efcape
being {uffocated in its own fmoke? I
believe that the appearing of fome light
by the Work-mens Tools, hitting a-
gainﬂ: fome hard Stone or Brick in the

atk, and fo ftriking fire, might give:
rife to the ficlt report, which Fame,
that never lofes by going, has increas’d
almoft toa Miracle.  For they fay of.
them, that upon the Air’ coming to
them, they, contrary toall other fires,.
do prefently die. Or they might have
- met with fuch an' Obfervation as a
nobleLord told me he had communicat-
ed to him when at Rome, by aGentleman
of that place whomadeit; and it was
this, that fearching Roma Subterranea
for Antiquities, he came to a Brick-
wall,
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7o the Reader.

on the opening of a Vein of Petrolenn,
running under ground, of which Jealy
and other hot Countries afford many,
and the Wick to be made of Linum
Asbefton, which never waftes in the
fire ; fo that Nature conftantly furnifh- |
ing frefh fuel, and the Wick never fail-
ing,the flame may continue forever. But
how plaufible {o ever thisConjeture be,-
it will be of fmall ufe, becaufe it cannot |
be had every where. Therefore the
Ingenious Dr. Hooke has contriv’d, and’
imparted 'to the World feveral pretty
ways, which are found to anfwer very
well ; for by the poyfing of his Lamp,
he orders it fo, that the @il may ‘al- |
ways be kept to the fame height, ypon
the Wick, and confequently the flame,
and that therefore the Wyck can never
walte , becaufe always in the flame,
for it waftes not tho’in the midft of y
the flame, till it be expos’d to the open
Air; of which one may fee more at
large in his Treatife of Lamps : but
with fubmiffion Iam of opinion, that
the weight of the Oil when the Lamp
is full, will make the Lamp move hea-
vily, and alfo make it wear out quick-
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