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FEEPEPEFIIIE55:

TO THE

Right Reverend Father in Ged

SETH
Lord _Bi[hoP of Satum.

My Lord,
Expe& that this Difcourfe

which I here offer to your Lord-
fbip fhould meet with A=
MADDCLETS a5 f001 15 it pecps
into the World 5 And if it be noten-
conntredwith rade,and Ruffian-like
qppaﬁﬁw:, it will fdi"f..’ better than
Jone other Papers of mine whofe de-
figns were as harmlels, and ino@en-
five. Bur whatever befals :hefe

4 3 Joeets,




The Epiftle Dedicatory.
freets, my Affailants. fhall findythar
I am none of thofe mean Spirits that
will fv eafily be Hebor'd vinto.'a
; jﬁﬂﬂ:\}lug : No, but ﬁff::e wy in-
gaging in {uch a Canfe, nakes them
angry 5 1 fball’ yet. provoke them
mores for [ laugh at their vaig boaft-

ings, aud defpife theirfecble malice.

I inwoke not your Lordfbips Patro-
nage byithis Addrefs 5 dfidibran the
right, Trath will defend it [clf 5 If
not, ‘tis inwainto [ollicite Patrons.
But, wy Lord, I prefix your Nawite,
that thofe may blufh, who fufpeCkibe

Pra&ical Philofophy to be an Ene~

my te Religion 5 Aud fince caftom
bath made this a Teflimany of Re-
[pect, Ldo it alfo to dedlare that.k

aygt,
My Lord,

Your Lordfhips moft buzeble
Honourer andServap’y

 Jof. Glanvill.
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GLORY ofGOD

WORKS

FPuntroduccior,

T is the perver(e opinion of
hafty, inconfiderate Men,

- that the ftudy of Nature 1s
prejudicial to the interefts

of Religion; And thofe that are
wery zealous, and little wile,endea-
vour to render the Natnraliét ful-
pected of holding {ecret corre-
{pondence wlth the Atheift: which
B things,




a  he Gloy of God
things,if really they were fo, twere
fit that the writings of Philofophers
fhould be fent after the Books of
curions Arts, that were voted to
Deftruction by Apoftolick Autho-
rity and Zeal ; and then were they
all laid together in a fired heap,
and one Drop from my Finger
would quench the Flames,I would
not let fall that Drop. But ’tisto
be hoped there is no fuch guilt, or

danger in the cafe; we may f{up-.

pofe rather, that thofe unkind
furmilals concerning #atural wif-
dowr, are the efteCts of [uper§titions
ignorance ; yea, I doube they are
fome of the reliquesof that Barba-
rifm, that made Herefie of Greek,
and Hebrew,and Magick of all Ma-

thematical endeavours.
And now, were this grofs con-
ccit abont the Knowledge of Na-
! ture




| i1 Dis TWozks, 3
ture, only the fear, and fancy of
the meer vulgar, it wére to bé par-
don’d edfily, and lightly to be
confiderd ; but the worft is, the
infection of the weak jealoufie
hath fpread it {elf among fome of
thofe whofe Lips flonld preferve
knowledge 5 and there are, T doubt,
divers of the In§truftors of the
people, whofhould endeavour to
deliver them from the vain images
of fancy, that foment thofe fears
i their owz imaginations, and
theirs. For the {ake of fuch, and
thofe others, who are capable of
Convittion, I fhall endeavour to
juftifie fober Inquifitions into Gods
Works ;5 and to fhew, thatthey are
not only innocent, but very nfeful
in moft of the affairs wherein Reli-
Zionis concerned. This I (hall do
under thefe four General Heads.

e o




4 TLhe Gloyy of God

(1.) hat God is (o be Paaifed
forbis Wiois,

(I1.) &Ebat his WIoks ave
£0 be ftudied by thole that Yoould
praife bim fo2 ehem,

(11r) hatthe fudy of Na-
ture, and Godg Wiozks, 1S bery
{erhiceable to Weligion, _

(1v.) Ehat the Dinifters
and  Peofellozs of Weligion
ought not fo Ddifcourage, but
promote the kuolvledge of Pa-
?ﬁrz and the qWiozks of it's 2Au-

02,

I thall fpeak of thefe in their
order. '

e o
e




in Bis TWoks,
CHAP. L

That God is to be praifed, and
particularly for his Works. (I.)
He direéts to his Works, for de-
monftrations of his Magnificence
and Glory. (I1.) Holy men ga-

 ther inftances of -acRnowledgment
from the Creatures, when they
would praife their Creator. (IIL)
God {an8ified 2 day for the Ce-

lebration of bis Works. That
Gods Works are to be ftudied
by thofe that would praife him
for them. That the ftudy of
nature, and Gods Works,is ve-
ry ferviceable to Religion.

SECT. L

He FIRST contains two
. B things, wiz. LHAE GODIS
B 3 £o




6  TheGlooet God

for bis qUio2ks.  The former is

the conftant voice of Scriptyreand
Uniwerfal Nature 5 He is worthy
10 be praifed, faiththe Kingly Pro-
phet, 3 Sam. xxii. 4. Greatly to be
praifed,faith the fame Royal Saint,
1 Chron: xvi.eg.  Weare to offer
him the facrifice of praife, Heb.
xiii- 15. And are encouraged to
do fo, becaufe, It is good to fing
praifes 5 and praife is comely for the
upright, Plalm cxlvii. and Pfalm
xxxiii.' To recite all the particu-
lar recommends "and commands
of this duty were endlefs, I only
mentjon the nextto my thonghts,
and adde,

 That Nature . {aith the fame,
That praife 1s the tribute that 1s
dueto the Authorof our beings;
And we can offer him nothing lefs,

and

tﬂ be ﬁi&lfﬁl; and particnlarﬁ
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in his Wozks,
and in a manner nothing elfe. All
the world have been unanimous in
this, and the rudeft part of man-
kind, have owned the duenefs of
praife and devout acknowledg-
ment.

And (I1.) the other branch is as
clear, That God is to be praifed par-
ticularly for his W, orks 5 For in
thefe we have very full difcoveries
of his Perfeétions, and his Mercies,
the moft proper {ubjels for our
praifes.  But here I muft be more
large, and therefore propofe the
following things to be confider’d.

(I.) When God him(elf would
reprefent his own Magnificence
and Glory, he dire&s us to his
Works. He illuftrates his Great-
nefs to Fob, by inftancing the
wonders of his Creatures : Among

whom we are fent to the Earth,
B4




3 He Glozy of Gobd
and Ocean, to the Clouds,and rain,
to the light, and beavenly influ-
ence, to Bebemoth,and Lewviathan,
to the Oftrich, and the Eagle 5 and
the other furniture of Land, and
Air,and Seas, inthe 4 laft Chap-
ters of that Book ; in all thefe are
the marks of his Glory, and his
Greatne[s, and they are no lefs fo
of his Wifdom, and his Goodnefs 3
Forin wifdom be hath #ade thens

all, Plal.civ.and the Earth is full

of bis goodnefs, Pfal.cxix. §4.
SECT. IL

AN D again (II.) when de-

wont and holy men would
quicken their own fouls, and thofe
of others, to praife him, they ufe
the fame method, and {end abroad
their thoyghts among the Creatures
(o

le



fin his Woks, 0
to gather inftances of acknow-
ledgment. Thus Elibxz in Fob
magnifieth his Power by the light-
ning, and Thunder, by the Snow,
and Rain, by the whirlwinds of the
North, and Cold of the South ; and
calls upon his afflicted friend to
remember to magnifie bis Works
that men bebold ;5 and again bids
him ftand ftill, and confider the
wondrous Works of God, Job xxxvi.
and xxxvii. Chapters. And the
Pfalmift upon the fame account
urgeth his foul to blefs his Maker
for his Majefty, and Honour dif-
clofed in the natural wonders of

|- the heavens, and earth, the winds,

and waters, the [prings, and grafs,
the Trees, and Hills, Plalm civ.
throughf\ut and he gives particu.
lar thanks again, cxxxvi. Plaln,
for the dilcoveries of the Divine

wifdom,




w0 e Glozy of God
wifdoin, and mercy in the fame in-
ftances of his providence and pow-
er 3 which he further celebrates
by calling upon the nobleft of ina-
nimates to praife him.P/al.cxlviii.
Praife bimt Sun and Moon, praife
bin 6 ye Stars and Light 5 which
creatures of his, though they are
not able to fing Hallelujabs, and {o
wocally to rehearfe his praife, yet
they afford glorions wmatter for
grateful and triumphant fongs,
and by their beanty, and their order
excite thefethat fludy, and obferve
them, toadore, and glorifie cheir
Maker. And therefore the Pro-
phet runs on further into an ag-

gregation of more particulars, of
Five, and Hail, Storms, and Va-

pours, Mountains, and Cedars,

Beafts, and Fouls, and creeping
things 5 all whichin the fame Di-
pine

ey




. {1t Bis TWoks, Ty

wine Canticle are fummon’d to
praife him, that is, we are required
to ufethen as the matter, and occae
fions of holy Excharift, and thanks-
giving. To thefel adde,

(II1.) That God was pleafed to
faniiifie a folemn day for the cele-
bration of his Works. He appoint-
ed a Sabbath for reft, and comtems
plation to bimfelf, and for praife
and acknowledgment to us ;5 and his
making Heawen, and Earth, the Sea,
and all that inthem is, 1s intimated
in the Commandment, asthe reafon
of the confecration of that Day ;
which was obferved upon that ac-
count ameng the Fews; and the
devout Chriftians of eldeft times
kept the fanme in memory of Gods
Creation after the infiitution of the
other Sabbath. This I take ro be
enough- for the firft Propofition,

Vi%os




13 The dlogy of Gob

wiz, That God is to be prailed
for his Works. I defcend to the

fecond, which 1,

SECT. IIL
(11.) hat bhis Woks ave
to be ftuDied by thofe
that would paife bim fo2 them.

We are commanded to fiag praifes
with underftanding, Plal. x1. 7. and
¢he offering he requires, is that of
a reafonable [ervice. His Works
receive but lictle glory from the
¢ude wonder of the ignorant; and
thereis no wife man that values
the applaufes of a blind admiration.
No one can give God the Glory
of his Providences, that lets them
pals by him #nobfere’d; nor can
be render due acknowledgments to
his word, that doth not fearch the
Scriptures :
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- in bis ks, 1y
Scriptures = *Tis alike impoflible to
praife the Almighty, as we ought,
for his Works, while we carelefly
regard them. Weare commanded
to fearch for wifdom, as for bidden
Treafure. Itlies not expoled in
the common ways; and the chief
wonders of divine art, and good-
nefs are not on the furface of
things, layed opento every carelefs
eye. The Tribute of praife that
we owe our Maker,is not a formal,
light confeflion that his works are
wonderful, and glorions 5 but fuch
an acknowledgment as proceeds
from deep obfervation, and ac-
quaintance with them.And though
our profoundeft ftudy, and in-
quiries cannot unriddle all the
myfteries of Nature, yetdo they
ftili difcover new motives to dewout
admiration, and 7ew objedts for

our




14 The Gloyof God
our loudeft praifes. Thus briefly
of the fecond Propofition alfo,zix.
That Gods Works are to be fiudied
5] rbﬂfe that wonld prafje biin ﬂ}r"
themr. From thefe 1 now advance
to the Third, which will require
more thoughts, and it 1s,

SECT. IV.

(11L.) Hat the frudy of na-

ture and  Gods
Yookis 18 berp ferbiceable o Re-
ligiont, We commonly believe
that the glory of God is the end of
this 5 we lay tis bis, and we know
‘tis onrs 5 and the divine glory is
writ upon his Creafures 3 the more
we ﬁzm"_y them, the better we un-
derftand thofe charaers, the bet-
ter we read his Glory, and the more
fit are we to celebrate, and pro-
claim
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in big qowks. 18

claim it. Thus the kzowledge of
God’s Works promotes the end of
Religion.

And it difpofeth us to i, by
| keeping the foul undera continu-
| al fenfe of God. He that conver-
. {eth with his works, finds in all
| things the clear ftamps of infinite
| benignity,and wifdom ; he perceives
| the divine art in all the tarnings,
| and warieties of nature, and divine
| goodnefs in that. He obferves God
| in the colour of every flower; in
every fibre of a plant,inevery limb
of an infeét, in every drop of dew.
He meets bim in all things,and {ees
all things are bis, and hath an ad-
vantage hereby to be inftru&ted
how to ufe them, as our Makers ,
not ours, with rewverence, and
thanksgiving, with an eye to his
elory,and an aim at his enjoyment.

This




16 Lhe Gloy of God

This is the gennine tendency of
the knowledge of nature ; if it be a-
bufed to different, and contrary
purpoles, Natural wifdomisnotin
faule, but be that turns this excel-
lent inftrument of Religion,upon
it (elf.  But that better ufe may be
made of it ; and by fome is, will
appear by confidering particular-

ly how acquaintance with nature afs
fits RELIGION againft its
greateft Enemies, which are 2{tlje-
ifm, ﬁannuutm, Supecttition,
Eunthulialm, and the Humont

of difputing,

. |




in his TWo2ks, 17

, CHAP. II.

| Philofophy ferwves Religion againft
: ﬁtbei[m,ﬁy ﬂ?fﬁ?iﬁg the wonder-
ful Art, and Contrivance that
is inthe contexture of the effells
of Nature. Tis to be [ufpetted
that be is an Atheift, that [aith
Philofophy tends to Atheilm. No
Philofophy doth fo much affift
Religion againft Atheilm, as the
experimental zzd mechanick.

SECT. I

Or the Firft, 2 eilm, I

' reckon thus, the deeper infight
any man hath into the affairs of
nature, the more he difcovers of

the accuratenefs, and Art that 15 1n
C the




18 Il Glogy of God

the contexture of things. For the
works of God are not like the com-
pofitions of fancy, or the Tricks of
Fuglers, that will not bear the
light of a ftrit fcrutiny ;5 but their
exaltnefs is honour'd by fewerity
of in(pection; and he admires moft,
that krows moft 5 fince the infides
and remoteft recefles of things have
the cleareft {trokes of inimitable
wif{dom on them, and the. artifice
ismore in the wheel-work, then in
the cafe.For if we look upon any of
the works of Nature through a
magnifying glafs thac makes deep
dilcoveries,we find ftill more beau-
'ty, and more uniformity of contri-
vance ; whereas if we {urvey the
moft curions piece of humane in=
genuity by that glafs, it will dilco-
ver to us numerous flaws, defor-
wities and imperfeCtions in our moft
elegant

]




in his Wogks, 19
elegant wiechanicks : Hence I ga-
ther, That the ftudy of God’s works
fhewing us more of the riches of
nature,opens thereby a fairer prof-
pe& of thofe treafures of wildom
that are lodged within it ; and fo
furpiftheth us with deeper {ences,
and more arguments, and clearer
convidtions of the exiftence of an
infinitely intelligent being,that con=
| trived it in fo barmonions,and afto-
| mifbing an order, '
|~ Sothat if any are fo brutifh, as
not to acknowledge him upon the
view of the meer external frame of
the Univerfe, they muft yet fall
down before the evidence, when
Philofophy hath opened the cabi-
siet, and led them into the Tewel-
houfe,and (hewn them the /] plendid
and artful variety that is there.
Thus though the obwvious Firma-

C i3 ment,
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ment, and the motionsof the S##,
and Stars, the ordinary viciflitudes
of feafons, and produ&ions of
things, the wifible beauty of the
great world, and the appearing va-
riety, and fitnefs of thofe parts that
make up the lictle one, our felves,
could fcarce fecure Galen from the
danger of being an Arheift: Yet
when he pryed further by anatomi-
cal enquiries, and faw the wonder-
ful diverfity, aptnefs, and erder of
the minuteft fhrings, pipes, and
paffages that are in the inward fa-
brick ; He could not abftain from
the dewoutnefs of an anthem of
acknowledgment. And that the
real knowledge of natureleads us by
the hand to the confeflion of its
duthor, is taught us by the Holy
Pen-man, who faith, that the vife~
ile things of the Creation declare
bim.
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in bis Woks, 21

him. 'The plebeian and obvious
world no doubt doth, but the Phi-
lofophical much more.  So that
whofoever faith, that inguiry into
nature,and Gods works leads to a-
ny degree of Atheifm; gives great
ground of fufpicion that bim[elf
3s an Atheift 5 or that he is that o-
ther thing, that the Royal Plalmilt
calls him, that faith in bis beart
there is no Ged. For cither heac-
knowledgeth the art, and exal-
nefs of the works of nature ; or he
dath not ; if uot , he difparageth
the divine ArchiteSt, and difables
the chief argument of his exiftence:
If he doth, and yetaffirms that the
knowledge of it leads to the A-
thei[m, he faith he knowsnot what,
and in effe@ this, That the fight of
the order, and method of aregular
and beantiful contrivance tends to

C 3 per=
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per{wade that chance, and fortune
was the Author.

SECT. IL

Uc I remember 1 have dil-

cours d of this elfewhere,and
what I have {aid for Philofophy in
general from ic’s tendency to de-
vout acknowledgments, 15 not {o
true of any as of the experimental
and mechanick. For the Phyfto-
logy of the modern peripatetick
{chools creates notions, and turns
nature into words of [econd inten-
tion, but difcovers little of its real
beauty, and barmonions contri=
vance; fo that God hath no Glory
fromit 3 nor men any argument of
his wi[dom, or_exiftence.  And for
the Metaphyfical proofs, they are
for the moft part deep, and nice,

{ubjelt
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fubjelt to evafions, and taras of
wit, and not fo generally perfwa-
five, as thofe drawn from the plain;
and fenfikle Topicks,which the ex-
perimental Philofophy inlargeth;
and illuftrates.
This then gives the grand, and
moft conviGive affurance of the
being of God, and acquaintance
with this kind of fearningfurnifbeth
us with the beft weapons todefend
s¢.  For the modern Atheifts are
pretenders to the mechanick_ prin-
ciples, and their pretenfions cannot
be (hamed, or defeated by any fo
well, as by thofe who throughly »z-
derftand them. Thefeindeed per-
ceive fometimes that there is only
nature in fome things that are ta-
kento be fupernatural and mira-
cilous, and the fballow naturalift
(ees no further, and therclore re fts
C 4 in
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in nature; But the deep Philofo-
pher fhews the vanity, and unrea-
fonablenefs of taking up fo fbert 5
anddifcoversinfinite wifdom at the
end of the chain of canfes. 1 fay,
if we know no further then eceult
QOunalities, Elemeyts, Heavenly In-
fluences, and Forms, we (hall never
be able to difprove a Mechanick
Atheift, but the more we under-
ftand of the Laws of matter and
motion, the more fhall we dilcern
the neceffity of a wife mind to order
the blind, and infenfible matter,
and to direét the original motions;
without the condutt of which, the
univerfe could haye beennothing
but a mighty Chaos, and mifbapen
mals of everlafting confufions, and
diforders.  Thisofthe FIRS T,
wi1z. Thatthe knowledge of na-
ture ferves Religion againft A-
theifim,

i

P
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¢heifm, and that it doth allo,

S

CHAP. IIL

Philofophy Helps Religion againft
ﬁﬂbﬁﬂﬂ[ﬂl, in both its branch-
es,viz. Asit denies the exiftence
of fpirits 5 and immortalicy of
humane fouls. Nowe fowell able
to difprowve the Sadduce, as thofe
that underftand the Philofophy
of Matter, and motion. The
Hypothefis of fubftantial Forms,
prejudicial to the Do&irine of the
Immortality of the {oul.

SECT. L

(1L.) Gainft Sadduciiun.
| *Tis well known that
w the




26  ACHe Glogy of God

the Sadduces denyed the exiftence
of Spirits, and Immortality of fouls;
And the Herefre is {adly receivid in
our days. '

Whata 8pirit is ; and whether
there be Spirits, or not ; are que-
ftions that appertain to the difqui-
fution of Philofophy. The Holy
Scripture, that condefcends to the
plain capacities of men, uleth the
word (pirit commonly for the
more [ubtile, and inwifible bodies,
and ’twil be difficulc from thence to
fetch a dewmonfirative proof of Spi-
rits, in the ftriét notion. That
there are Angels, and Sonls which
arc purer then thefe grofs bodies,

~ may no doubt be concluded from

thence 5 But whether thefeare only
a finer {ort of matter, or a different

 kind of beings, cannot, I think, be

determin’d by any ching deliverd
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in the divine Oracles. The In-
quiry therefore belongs to Philo-
fophy, which, from divers operati-
ons in our own Souls concludes,
That there is a fort of beings
which are not matier or body, viz.
being [elf-motive, penetrable, and
indivifible 5 Attributes  direly
contrary tothofe of matter, which
is impenetrable, divifible, and weid
of [elf-motion. By thefe properties,
refpe@ively, the diftinti nature of
fpirit and body is known, and by
the fame, that thereare [pirits, in
the firicteft fence, as well as corpo-
ral beings.

Now by ftating the nature, and
proving the exiftence of [piritsa
very confiderable {ervice 1s done
to Religion: For hereby ourt
notion of the adorable Deity s
freed from all material grolnels, in

which
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which way thofe muft conceive,
him that acknowledge nothing but
body in the world, which certainly
isa very great dil-intereft to his
Glory, and fuggefts very unbe-
coming thoughts of him. And

by the due ftating of the Notion

of a [pirit, that felly conceit of the
Sonls Tradu&ion 15 overthrown,
which either arifeth from direft
Sadducifm, or a defeét in Philofo-
phy. Hereby our Inzusortality is un-
dermined, and dangeroufly expo-
{ed. But due Philofophical dif-
quifition will fet us right in the
Theory.

For the former of the mention'd
errours, the Anthropomorphite do-

&rines, that make God himfelf a =

corporeal {ubftance,they cannot be
difproved but by the ufe of the
principles of Philofophy 5 fince let
| us

. 5
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in bis qokS. 29
| us bring what Arguments we car
| from the Scriptures, which fpeak

! | ofthe Perfehion, Infinity, Immen=
fity, Wifdom, and other Attributes

 § of God, all thefe no doubt will be

granteda but the Quary will be
| whether all may not belong to a
| smaterial Being 5 a queftion which
' Philofophy relolves; and there 1s
no other way to fearch deep 1nto
this matter,but by it’s aids.

3o likewile as to the Tradultion
of the Soul; The Argumentsfrom
Scripture againft it are very geme-
ral 3 yea many exPreﬁions there,
(eem at firlt fight to look that way.
And therefore this other help,Pbi-
lofophy, muft be ufed bere allos
and by the diftinct reprefentation
which it gives of the pature of
[pirit, and matter, and of the opera-
tions that appertain to each, this -

rour
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rour is ¢ffeGtually confuted; which
it cannot be by any other courfe
of procedure.

This Philofophy befriends us
againlt Sadducifm in the firft
branch of it, asic explodes the bes

ing of Spirits.

SECT. IL
T HE other is, the denyal of

the Immortality of onr Sonls ;
The eftablifhment of this likewife,
the Students of Philofophy and
Gods Works in all Ages have at-
tempted, and they have prov'd it
by the Philofophical confiderati-
ons of the nature of fenfe ; the
quickne(s of imagination; the [piri-
tuality of the underft anding;the fre-
domn of the will, from thefe they in-
fcr, chat the Soul is immaterial,and
from




| from thence, that it 1s immortal 5
| which Arguments are fome of the
moft demonftrative and cogent that
the meer reafons of men can ufe 3
but cannot be manag’'d,nor, under-
ftood but by thofe, that arein-
tru&ed in Philofophy, and Na-
tuure.

I confels there are other demton-
ftrations of our Immortality,for the
plain underftandings that cannot
reach thofe heights. The Scriprure
gives clear evidence, and that of
the refurreGion of the holy Fefues,
is palpable 5 But yetthe Philofophi-
cal proofs are of great ufe, and
{erve for the conviftion of the Ia-
fidel, with whom the other induce-
‘ments are nothing 5 and the deeper
knowledge of things is neceflary
to defend this great Article of Ree-
ligion againft thefe, (ince they al-

Jedge
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ledge a fort of reafon to prove the
{oul to be wmortal, that cannot be
confuted but by a reafon inftrudi-
ed in the Obferwvations of nature.
For the modern Sadduce pretends
that all things we do,are performed
by meer matter, and motion, and
confequently that there is no {uch
thing as an immaterial being : and
therefore that when our bodies are
diffolv’d, the man 1s loft, and our
Sounls are mothing 5 which difmal
conclufion 1s trie, and certain, if
there be nothing in us but matter,
and the refults of motion; and thofe
that converfe but little with nature,
underftand little what may be done
by thefe; and fo cannot be fo
well alfured that the elewations,
mixtures, and combinations of them
cannot be at laft improv'd fo far,
as to make a fenfible, reafoning be-

ing 3




fn his Woks, 33

mg 5 nor are they well able to dif-
prove one, that affirms that they
aftually are fo: whereas he that
hathmuchinquired into the works
of God, and nature, gains a clear
fight of what wmatter can perform,
and getsmore, and fironger Argu-
ments to convince him, that it’s
modifications, and {.‘bdﬂgEI cannot
amount to perceptmn and fenfe 5
fince in all it’s warieties, and brgb-
eft exaltations he finds no fpeaﬂmr
of fuch powers.
~ And though, Lconfels, that all
Mechanick_inquirers make notthis
ule of their inquifitions and difco~
weries yt‘ttbat 15 nouhe f.fmlt of
the method, but of the men ; and
thofe that Have gone to the great-
eft height in that way, have rece-
ded furrba{i from the Sadduccan
Principles. Among f{uch, I {up-
D pofe,
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pofe, I may be allowed to teckon
the noble Renatus Des-Cartes;
And his Metaphyficks and notions
of Immaterial beings, are removed
at the greateft diftance from all
C.::-rparca! affeCtions 3 which I men-
tion not to {ignifie my adberence to
thofe Principles; but for anIn- |
ftance, to fhew, how that deep
converfe with matter, and know-
ledge of its operations,removes the
mind far off from the belicf ﬂf
thole high efte@s which {ome a-
{cribe to Corporeal motions ; and
from all fuppofitions of the Souls
being bodily, and inaterial.
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SE CEIIL

Hus Philofophy is an excel-

lent Antidote againft Sad-
ducifm, in both the main branches
ofit. Butthen I muft confefs al-
{o, that the Philofophy of the late
Peripatetick Writers doth rather
contribute affi§tance to it, then over-
throw this dangerous Infidelity, 1
mean in what ic teacheth concern-
| ing [ubftantial Forms, which I fear
| tends to the dif-abling all Philofo-
phical evidence of the Iimmortality
of our Souls. For thefe Peripate-
| ticks make their Forms, akind of
| medinm between Body, and Spirit 5

| Beings, that depend upon matter,
'} areeduced from it, and perifh when
| they ceafe to informit; But yet
| affirn, that they are not material

D 2
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in their conftitution and EfSence.
Such Forms thofe Philofophers af-
fignto all bodies, and teach, that
the nobleff f{ort of them are fen-
fitive, and perceptive, which are
the Souls of Brutes.

If this be o, that Beings which
are not [pirits, but corruptible de-
pendants upon matter, may be en-
dowed with animadwverfion, and
fence ; what Arguments then have
we to fhew,that they may not have
Reafon alfo, whichis but an 1m-

provement, and higher degree of 1
'Tis as hard to |

fimple perception ?
be apprehended how any of the
vefults of matter, fhould perceive 3
as how they fhould joyn their per-
ceptions into reafonings 5 and the
fame Propofitions that prove the

poflibility of one, proveboth; fo §
that thofe who affirm that beaftsal- ||
fo |
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| fo are in a degree reafonable, {peak

. | very confonantly to ﬂmﬁr Prin-

| ciples.
| If then, {uch material, corrupti-
| ble Forms as the Peripateticks de-

{cribe, are fufficient for all the acti-
ons and perceptions of beafts, 1

. § know not which wayto goabout
1 to demonftrate that a more elevated

| {ort of them may not {uffice for the
| reafonings of men. To urge the
| Topicks of proof I mention d,
| from Notions, Compofitions, Dedu-

| &ions, and the like, which are al-
| ledgedto prove our Souls Intma-

'\ terial; I (ay to plead thefe, will fig-
| nifie nothing, but this, That bu-
mane Souls are no portions of mat-
| ter, nor corporeal in their make,and
| formal Effence ; But how will they
| ‘evince, that they are not educed

from it, dependnot on matter, and

D3 fhall
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(hall not peri/b in the ruines nf
their bodies.Certainly all thofe Ar.
guments that are brought for our
Dimmortality, are in this way perfedt-
ly difabled.  For all that we can
fay, will prove but th#s, That the
Soul is no body, or part of matter ;
but this will amount to no evi-
dence, if there are a widdle kind of
Effences,that are not corporeal,and
yet wtortal.

So that when I {ay, that Philo-

fophy [erves Religion againft Sad-

ducifm, 1 would not be underftood
to mean the Peripatetick Hypothe-

feis 5 butthat Philolophy which is

grounded upona cquaintance with
real Nature. This, ny ]fwrng this
whole it intellip i fm. {ort of beings
out of itsaccounts, (as things for
which there 1s no (hadow of

oround from Resfon, or Nature,
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but plentiful evidence of their
non-exiftence from both) dilap-
points the Sadduce of the advan-
tage he hath from this needlels,
and precarious principle. And by
dividing all fubftances into body
and [pirit, without the admiflion
of middle natures, the Real Philo-
{fophy gives demonfirative force
to thofe Arguments for our Iuz-
mortality, that prove our foulsare
not bodys 5 and fo Sadducifm 1s
ruined by it.

Thefe things I have thought fit
to advertife, not out of defign
to carp at any particular way of
Philofophy, but for the {ecurity
of my dilcourfe. And though I
have made a lictle bold with the
Peripateticks here, yet the great
name of Ariftotle, to which they
pretend, is not concerned ; for I

D 4 am
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am convincd that he taught no
fuch do&rine of fubftantial Forms,
as his later Sedlators,and Interpre-
ters have put upon him; whoin-
deed have depraved, and corrupt-
ed his fenfe, almoft in the whole
body of his Principles 5 and have
prefented the world with their
own ﬁmrre,r inftead of the geni=
ine dotrines of that P!J:Iaﬁ:rpber
But I proceed.
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N CHAP. 1V.

. | Philofophy ffifts Religion againft
Superftition, both as it expref-
[eth it [elf infond over-value of
things in which there is no good
and panick fear of thofe, in
which tbere is no hurt. It in-
largeth the mind, and [o cures
Superftition by bett’ring the in-
telleGual Crafis. It remowves the
cauflefs fears of fome extraordi-
nary effefts in nature, or acci-
dent. It is an Antidote againfE
the Superftition of wain Prodi-
gies. It's Aﬁtfpathy to SUPEtﬁi-
tion, onecanfeof the charge of
Atheifm againft it.

| SIBECE.NL
| (III.)T HE Real Philofophy,

thatinquiresinto Gods
N /4 arlﬂ;_r,
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Works aflifts Religion againft Stt=
perltition, another of its mortal
Enemies. That I may prove this,
it muft be premifed,

That Superftition confifts,cither
inbeftowing Religions valuation
on things,in which there is#0 good;
or fearing thofe, in which thereis
no hurt. Sothat this Folly ex-
preficth it felf one while in doting
upon opinions, as Fundamentals of
Faith; and Idolizing the little
models of fancy, for diwine wftitu-
tions. And then it runs away a-

fraid of barmlefs, indifferent ap-

pointments, and looks pale upon
the appearance of any unufual ef-
fe& of nature. It tells ominons to-
rics of every meeteor of the night 5
and makes [ad interpretations of
each unwonted accident. All which

arc the produdls of ignorance,and a
narrow
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sarrow mind, which defeat the de- |
fignof Religion that would make
usof a free, manly, and generous

| {pirit; and indeed reprefent Chri-
ftianity as if it were a fond, [neak-
ing, weak , peevifb thing,that enraf-
eulates mens underftandings,makes
them amorons of toys,& keeps them
under the ferwility of childi /b fears;
{o that hereby 1t is expofed to the
| diftruft of larger minds, and to the
| fcorn of Atheifts; Thefeand many
| more are the milchiefs of Superfti-

. | tion, aswe have {adly {een.
| Now againft this ewil Spirit,
| and its Influences, the Real, experi-
. | wmental Philolophy 1s one of the
. | beflt fecarities in the world.  For
. | by a gencrous, and open inquiry
| inthe great Field of nature, mens
| minds are enlarged, and taken off
| from all fond adherences to theic
private
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private {entiments. They are
taught by it, that certainty s notin
many things 5 and that the moft
waluable knowledge is the prafti-
cal; By which means they will
find themfelves difpofed to more
indifferency towards thofe petty no-
tions in which they were before
ant to place a great deal of Reli-
gion; and {o to reckon, that that
which will fignifie lies in the few,
certain, operative principles of the
Gofpel ; and alife{uitable tofuch
a Faith ; notin doting upon guefti-
ons, and [peculations that engender
ftrifes and thus the Modern, ex-
perimental  Philofophy of Gods
Works, 1s aremedy againft the no-
tional fuperftition (as I may call it)
which hath been, and isfo fatal to
Religion, and the peace of man-
kind.

Be-
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Befides which, by making the

| mind great, this knowledge deli-
| vers it from fondnefs on fmall cir-

8 cumftances, and imaginary models ;

and from little ferupulofities about
things indifferent, which ufually

« § difquiet in narrow and contracted

| minds. AndI have known divers,
| whom Philofopby,and notdilputes,
| hath cured of this malady. And
'\ indeed that remedy isthe beff, and
| molft effeGual,that alters the Crafis
. and difpofition of the mind ; For
| ’tis futeablenefs to that, which
| makes the way tomens judgments,

. § and fetles themin their per{wafi-

. ons. There are few that hold

. | their opinions by Arguments, and

| dry realonings, but by congruity
| to the underftanding, and confe-
. quently by relifb in theafleCtions :
{o that feldom any thing cures our

in=
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intelleCinal difeafes throughly, bue
what changes thefe. This I dare
affirm, that the Free, experimental
Fhilofophy will do to purpofe, by

" giving the mind another tinfture,

and introducing a founder bab:t
which by degrees will ac laft ibfo-
Iutely repelall the little maligni-
ties, and fetle1t in a firong and

manly temperament, that will ma-

fter, and caft out idle dotages, and
effeminate Fears.

The Truthis, This world 1s a
very Bedlamz, and he that would
cure Madmen, muft not attempt it
by reafoning,or indeavour to thew
the abfurdity of their conceits 3 but
fuch a courfe muft be taken, as
may reftore the mind to a righe
Crafisy and that when ’tis effe&ted,
will reduce, and re&ific the extra-
wvagances of the diftemper’d
brain,
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brain, which difputes, and oppofi-

tions will but inflame, and make
worfe.  Thusfor inftance, when
frantick perfons are fond of Fea-
thers, and migheily taken with the
employment of picking Straws,
‘twould fignifie very little, to re-
prefent to them the vanity of the
obje&s of their delights;and when
the Melancholido was afraid to fit
down for fear of being broken,
{uppoling him{elf made of Glafs,
it had been to little purpofe to
have declared to him the ridicu-
lon[nefs of his fears 5 the difpofition
of the head was to be alter’d, be-
fore the particular phrenfie could
be cured.

"Tis too evident how ju$t this
1s in the application to the pre-
fent Age; Superftitions fondnefs,
and fears are areal degree of mud-

rze/},
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nefs. And though I cannot fay
that Philofophy muft be the only
Catholick way of cure (for of this,
the far greateft part of men is abfo-
lutely incapable) yet this I do, that
’tis a remedy for thole that are
firong enongh to take it : And the
reft mult be helped by that, which
changeth the genins, which cannot
ordinarily be done by any thing
that oppofeth the particular fancy.

SECT. IL

Owever I muft{ay, that the
H {ort of Superftition which is
yet behind in my account,and con-
fifts in the cauflefs fear of fome ex-
traordinaries, in accident, or nature,
is direGly cured by that Philofo-
phy which gives fair /zkely-hoods of
their canfes; and clearly thews that
there
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there is nothing in them fupernatu-
ral ; the light of the day drives a-
way the Mormo’s, and vain images
that fancy forms in obfcure fhades,
and darknefs. Thus particularly
the modern dofirine of Comrets,
which have been always great bugs
to the guilty, and timorons world,
hath relcued Philofophers from
the trouble of dreadfnl prcfffer

and the milchievous L(JIHLL]-JL’I"LLH
that arile from thofe ﬁtp’-’tﬂlffﬂ
ons abodings. For whatever the
cafual coincidencies may be be-
tween thole Phenowtena, and the
direful events, that are {fometimes
obferved clofely to attend them
(which, as my Lord Bacon truly
notes, are oblcrv’d when they bit,
not when they mifs) I fay, not-

withftanding thefe, the real, expe-

rimental Philofophy makes 1t ap-
E pears




50 The Glogy of God |

pear, that they are heawenly Bodies, |
far above all the regions of wa- |
powrs, in which we are not con-
cerned 3 and f{o they are neither
the figns, nor the caufes of our
mifchief 5.

For the other little things which
afford matter for the Tales about
Prodigies, and other ominons ap-
pearings, the knowledge of nature,
by exciting worthy,& magnificent |
conceptions of the God of Nature 3
cures that blafphemons abufe of the
adorable majefty, whereby foolifh
inen attribute every trivial event
that may ferve their turns agamft
thofe they hate, to his immediate,
extraordinary interpofal.  For “tis
ignorance of God and his works
that difpoleth men to abfurd, ridi-
culous furmifes, uncharitable cen-
fures, {cditious machinations 5 and;

{o
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{o,to thoughts that are prejudicial
to the Glory of God,the interefts of
Religion, and the fecurity of Go-
wernnents to that juftice and cha-
rity we owe to others,and the hap-
piuefs, and the love of our felves.
To which I adde, |
That this kind of Superftition

15 a religue of Pagan ignorance,
which made men look on Thunder,
Eclipfes, Earthquakes, and all the
more terrifying Phenomena of na-
ture, as the immediate effeGs of
powers [upernatural 5 and to judge

| ewents by flights of birds, and gar-

bages of cattel, by the accidental

| occutfions of this creature, and a-

sl nother, and almoft every cafiral oc-

currence. But thefe particulars

have been moft ingenioufly repre-

4 fented, and reprovedin alate very

| ¢legant difcour(e about Prodigies s

E 2 And
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And though I donot acquiefce in
the defign of that excellently
penn’d Book, which is to difcredit,
and take away all Rinds of prefages.
Yet I think it hathdonerarely well,
{o far as it difcovers the folly and
milchiefs of that igmorant, and fu-
perftitions fpicic, that makes every
thing a Prodigy. And with {uch
apprehenfions as thefe the know-
ledge of nature fills the mind that 1s
inftruéted in 1t.

And there is no doubt but that
the. Antipathy the Real Philofophy
hath to all the kinds of Superftirz-
on. is one caule why zealons 1gno-
rance brandsthofe refearches with §
the mark of Atheifm.  For Super- '
{titious folly adopts thole paultry §
triflcs, which Philofophy con-

L] g |
temns and reproves, into the Fa-
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| matizeth thofe that defpife them,
| asenemies to Faith and Piety. So
it fared with {fome of the braveft
| {pirits of antient times, who have
had the black charalter fixt upon
| their great and worthy names on-
|1y for their oppofitions of the
| foolifh Ritesand Idolatries of the
| valgar Heathen. Weknow the
| cale of Socrates. And as to the 25~
| tereft of their names,that of Anaxa-
| goras, Theodorns, Protagoras, and
| Epicurus, was much worle; the
| cauflefs infamy coming down the

I .
./ § fiream as far as the laft Ages.Since
_f then, we know who was an Here-

| tick for faying there were dntipo-
des; and a Pope was taken for a
| Conjurer for being a Mathenatici-

“'M an; yeathofe noble Sciences were
" B counted diabolical ; and even the
" N Jacred language could fcarce c-

E 3 {cape
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fcape the fulpicion. In later times
Galilzo fell into the Inquifition |

for the difcoveries of hisTelefcopes; B
and Campanella could not en- | Phi

deavour to affert, and vindicate §f |
| the Freedom of his mind, without f
| lofing that of his external perfon. |
il I might come nearer to our days, +
!' and knowledge : Gothick barba- §f |

rity, and the [pirit of the Inquifetion § |
is not quite worn out of the Refor- ¥ |
mation ; Though the beft on't is, §f |
| it ordinarily remains but among |
it  the {fcum, and dregs of men : And
no one is either lels Religious, or
lefs wife for being accounted an
Atheift by the Rabble. But where
i ever the knowledge of Nature,and
1l Gods works hath inany degree ob-
rair'd, thofe vile Superftitions have
| been defpifed, and put to an infa-
i mous thght. Butto take another

N | ficp. CHAE.




in his Wiozks, 55

CHAP. V.

|l Philofophy ferwes Religion againft
@l]tbtlﬁafm. Enthu fia iz burts
Religion two ways. (1) By
crying up difeafes and excefles
of fancy, for heights of Godli-
ne(s. (I1.) By the difparage-
ment of Reafon.  Philofophy
difcovers that there is nothing
but nature, inthe bigh pretenfi-
ons of the Entbufiaft. The mif-
chiefs of decrying Realon. Phi-
lofophy renoves the fancy of it’s
enmity to Religion : It improwes
Reafon, and fits it for the fer-
wice of Religion. Religion hatb
received many [ervices from Phi-
lofophical Writers; who bhave
labour'd to prove it’s Truth and
certainty. Philofophy affifts Rea-
fon to defend Religion. Sect.
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SECT. L

(i'\z ) HE Real an’afapb},

and knowledge of Gods
works, lerves Religion againft
Cllﬂjurﬂflll, nnoter of 1ts dead-
Iy meu@ Now Enthufiafm is a
fulfe conceit of infpiration 5 and all
the bold and miftaken pretenfions
ro the Spiritinour days,are of this
{ort. ’ﬂnr I‘ﬂrnLJHr]}fﬁefmmu
hath {uffer’d from it,would be too
leng to defcribe upon this occafi-
on; It will be enough to fay, in
an Age that bath fo much and f{uch
{ad experience of ic, that Enthu-
ﬁdﬁ}f '

(1.) By crymng up the exceffer,
and d:jmﬁ; of Imagination for the
greatelt heighe of godline(s.

And (II.) By “the di(parage-
ment

—
Pl =




ment of fober Reafor, asanenemy
to the Principles of Faith ; Ifay,
by thefe two ways it hath tntro-
duc’d a Religion that is Phantafti-
. cal, and made way for all imagina-
ble follies, and even Atbeifm: it

f{elf,
|- For the firft of thele in order ;
The real knowledge of Naturede-
te&ts the dangerous impofture, by
(hewing, what ftrange things may
be effe&ed by no diwviner a caufe,
| then a ftrong fancy impregnated by
\ Heated Melancholy 5 For this fome-
| times warms the brain toa degree
| that makes it very altive, and ima-
ginarive full of odde thoughts,and
unexpetled (uggeftions 5 {o that if
the Temper determine the imagi-
nation to Religion, it fliesat high
things, at interpretations of dark
and I"rﬂpbeticl{ Scriptures ; at pre-
diltions
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diclions of future events, and my-
fterions difcoveries, which the man
exprefleth fluently, and boldly,
with a peculiar and pathetick elo-
quence ;
nances being not ordinary, but
much beyond the ufuzl tone, and
temper of the Enthufiaft 5 and he
having heard great things of the
[pivits immediate motions and in-
[pirations, cannot well fail of be-
lieving himfelf infpired, and of in-
titing all the excurfions of his
fancy to the immediate aliings of
the Holy Ghoft : which thoughts
by the help of natural pride, and
felf-lowe, wi'l work alfo exceed-
ingly upon the heightned affelti-
ons, and they upon the body fofar,
as to caft it {ometimes into rap-
tures, extafies, and deligninms of
fenfe, in which every dreau is ta-
ken

And now thefe preg- -
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ken for a Prophecy, every image of
the fancy for a wifion, and all the

| glarings of the imagination, for

nzw Lights, and Rewelations.

Thus have our Modern Pro-
phets been infpired, who yet are
not to be reckon’d Hypocritical

e § * Impoftors, for they infinitely be-

lieve themfelves, and the firength
of their highly invigorated fan-
cies fhuts out the f{ober /ight of
Reafon that fhould dif-abufe
them, as (fecp doth that of our ex-
ternal {enfes in our dreans.  And
which is worfle, the filly people
that underftand not nature, but are
apt to take every thing that is
wehement to be [acred, are eafily
deceived into the belief of thofe
pretenfions 3 and thus difeafes have
beenworfbip’d for Religion. This
account the Philofophy of buniane

% [ -
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Nature gives of that by which the
world hath been fo fadly eouz-
ned, as hath been largely repre-
fented by a modern FPhilofophical
Divine.

And when we caft our eyes a-
broad into the wide world,we fee,
that thofe glorious things are no
srore, then what hath been done
by the Exftatick Priefts of the
Heathen Oracles, and the Madmen
of all Religions ; by Sybils, Luna-
ticks, Poets, Dreamers, and Abrep-
titions perfons of all forts: And
we fee daily to what degrees of
elevation excefs of drinking will
heighten the brain, making fome
witty, nimble, and cloguent, much
beyond the ordinary fize of theic
parts, and ingenuity 5 and inclin-
ing others to be hugely dewout,

who ufually have no great fenfe
of




| of Religion; As I knew one,
who would pray rapturonfly when

"B he was drunk, butat other times

was amoping fott,and could fcarce
{peak fene.

Thus alfo fome kinds of wrad-
nefs, difeafes, accidents, peculiari-
‘ties of temper, and other natural
things that beat the brain, fill men
with high, {urpriling conceits 2-
bout Religion, and furpifh them
with ferwid devotion, greatreadi-
nefs of expreflion, and unexpedted
applications of Scripture to their
crafie conceits; Ifay, the experz-
mental Philofophy of our natures
informs us, thatall this 1s common
10 alienations, and fingularities of
mind, and complexion.  And they
were remarkable in the Propbets
of the Heathen, and the Prieft
whom Saint Au§fin knew, that

would
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would whine himfelf into an extas-
fie 5 In the wonderful difcourfes of
the Awmerican Bithop, that faid he
was the Holy Ghoft, and the cant-
ing fluency of the German Enthufi-
afts, fome of whofe imaginations
were as wild, and extravagant 5 of
fuchInftances I might make up a
much larger Catalogue, ifI (hould
defcend to our Dowmeftick Luna-
ticks, but their temper is well
known, and therefore I only adde
this more ;

That 1 bhave often met with a
poor Woman in Warwick-[bire,
whofe habitual conceit it was, that
{he was Mother of God, and of all
things liwing 5 1 was wont to per-
{fonate a kind of complyance with
her fancy, and a modeft defire to
be further informed about it5
which genticnefls drew from her

fo
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{o many odde fetches of difcourfe,
fuch applications of Scripture,and
{fuch wonderful references to
things, in which fhe was never in-
ftruéted, that look'd like fcraps ta-
ken out of Hobls, and Epicurus 5
that I have been much amazed at

‘her talk : And yet when1 diverted

her to any thing elfe of ordinary
matters, {he {poke ufually with as
much fobriety and cold difcreti-
on, as could well be expeCed
from a perfon of her condition ;
nor did (he ufe to be extravagant
in any thing, but about that parti-
cular imagination 5 which inftance
among many others I might pro-
duce, very much confirms me in
the truth of that obfervation of
thofe Philofophers who have gi-
ven us the beft light into the Ez-
thufiaftick temper, wiz. Thatthere
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isa fort of maduefs, which takes
men in [ome particular things, when
they are [oundin others : whichone
Propofition will afford a good ac-
count of many of the Phenonena
of Enthufiafm 5 and (hews that cthe
extravagants among us may be re-
ally diftralied in the affairs of Re-
ligion, though their brains are un-
touch’ in other matters.

Thus a Philofophical ule of ob-
ferwation, and the Kpowledge of
humane nature by it, helps usto di-
ftinguilh between theeffelis of the
adorable Spirit, and thofe of an
hot, diftemper'd fancy; whichisno
{mall advantage for the fecuring
the purity, bonour, and 4ll the inte-
refts of Religion.

SECT-
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SECT. IL
UT (IL.) there 1s another

mifchief of the Entbufiaftick,
{pirit behind, and that is it’s bring-

.Ying Resfon into dilgrace, and de-
» fnying the ufe thereof in the affairs

of Faith and Religion: This isa
mifchief that is the {ad caufe of
infinite more 5 for it hach brought
into the world all kinds of Phan-
taftry and folly, and expoled Reli-
gion to contempt and derifion, by

'a maze of confufed imaginations,
' and leadsthem inco bogs and pre-
| cipices, and deprives them of
| their light, and their Guide, and
' lays them open to all the Delufi-
' ons of Satan,and their own diftem-

| k perd
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per'd brains : It takes Religion oft |
from it’s foundations, and leaves®
the intereft of eternity in mens |
Souls, to ¢hance, and the hits of®
imagination ; teaching thofe that’
are deladed to lay the firefs of allif
uponraptures, beats, and my§teri-
ous notions, while chey forget, and}|
{corn the plain Chriftianity whichy
is an imitation of Chrift in Charity,}
Humility, Fuftice, and Purity 5 108
the exercile of all vertue, and’
command of our felves: It ren-%
ders men obnoxious to all thel
Temptations of Atheifm, and thel
blackeft Infidelity; and makes it

i:.iiz:ﬁ{?}bk to convince an Infidely

to fetle one that doubts, or tore=
coverone that is back{liden from
the Faith.

prefented them more fully in ano-
ther

Thelc evils I am here’
content to name only, having res
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| ther dilcourfe ; and the experience
ofl of our own Age may convince us,
§ with a lictle confideration upon
| ic ;5 That all thofe fatal milchiefs
have been the effe@s of the con-
§ tempr, and dilparagement of
rif Reafon.
§' Buc yet though Iaffirm this, 1
| am not {orafh, or {o unjuftas to
i believe, or fay, that this {pirit
+ il hath Pmduced all thole {ad things
in every one that {peaks botly, and
| inconfiderately againft Reafon : 1
| am far from the wildnels of fuch
a cenfure, becaufe I know how
much impradent zeal, cuftomary
talk ; bigh pretenfions, and fuperfti-
tions fears, may work even upon
bhoneft minds, who many times hold
bad things in the principle, which
they deny in the pratlice, and {o
are upright in their wills, while
F.a - they




e ——————— —_—

68 Il Glow of GoDd

they are very much confufed, and
miftaken in their underftandings.

This I account to be the cafe of |

mulcicudes of pious people in re-
ference to Reafon. They have
heard hot-headed indilcreet men
declaim againft it, and many of

them, whnﬁ: opinions will not bear |
, have an intereft to do ¢

the hgl
{0} th“n pretenfions were plaufi-
LLL, and their zeal great ; their
talk loud, and their afhrmations
bold, and the honeft well-mean-
ing f‘Dihb are caught in their affe-
&ions; and rb;.ﬁ:' lead bad princi-

ples into their minds, which are

r.nithrrdiﬁm&d norable toexa- |

mine: So they believe and talk

frer their Teachers; and (ay, that

ﬂ.srfmz is a low, dull thing, ignorant
of r]w _[p.frf.f andan EIIEI!I} to Faith
and Religion 5 while in this, they
have
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have no clear thoughts, nor yet
any evil mcaning 3 But let thefe
fancies {wim atop in their imagi-
nations, and upon occafions they
| run out at the tongues end,though
| they are not always improved to

deadly pradtices. For Charity,
L and Caution I have {aid this; but
yet nothing hinders but that all
the forecited evilsare jultly faid to

ol be the Tendencies, and in too ma-
. ny Inftances have been, and are,
| the 1[Jues of this Spirit.

And now I doubt not but ewill
be granted readily by all chat are
| confiderate, that whatever affifts
| Religion againlt this deStruttive
| enemy, doth it moft important fer-
vice; and this the Free and Real
Philofophy doth in a degree very
eminent.

St e |
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Inorder to the proof of this |

we may confider what I intimated
juft now,ziz. That menare led in-

to, and kept in this fancy of the §
enmity of Reafon to Religion chie- |

fly by two things.

SECT. Il

(I_)BY an impffrifaﬁ%nt to the

Syftemes, and ditates of §
thofe who firft inftrulted them ;3
which Teachers camealfo into the

fancy the fame way 5 and bothare
held under the power of it by
ftrong prejudice arifing from that
amplicit Faith. And(Il.) By want
of clear thoughts and ability, to
fiate things dsfi inclly,and to under-
ftand ther dependencies, and fe-
qfi'flf.
the Free Philofophy cures.
| For

o O L s L Y

Both which imperfections?

i
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For as to the Firft, (I.) That
| Philofophy begins with the inlarg-
ment of the mind, and attemptsto
| free it from prejudices and pre-in-

il gagenents, which fophifticate, and

pervert our judgments, and ren-
| der us incapable of dilcerning
-things as thfy arc. Mﬂdt’ﬂ: ippar-
| t2al enquiry 1s the Foundation of
the real, experimental way of Philo-
{ophy. Not that 1t teacheth Scep-

M ticifm, and abfolute Neutrality in

| all things, but fo wuch cantion in
| our difquifitions, that we do not

| [uddenly give firm affents to things

‘B not well underftood, or examin'd:
which no doubt is very juft, and
{afe. But as to what conceins
thofle, who throughignorance, or
other occafions are incapable of
making due enquiry, Ithink they
ought not to concern themfelves
F 4 about
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about matters of {peculation at
all ; or at leaft not to affirm any
thing pofitiwely of them. = "Tis e-
nough for fuch to believe, and
pradlife the plain dauties of Reli-
oion, which are clear in the holy
Oracles, and with which they may
be acquainted without much faga-
city, or deep judgment . For mat-
tere of Theory, and difhcule en-
quiry appertain not to the @algar,
and lower rank of underftandings.
Bat for thofe who are capable of
feareh after Truth, and are provi-
ded with advantages for 1t, Free-
doni ijr-f(;{gmem 13 ncccﬁar}f in Or=
deér to thetr fuccels. With this,
1{aid, the Real Philofophy begins
and inallit’s progrefles ftill more
and mote difpofeth the mind to
it, and fo delivers it from the @af-
fallage: of Cuftomary {ayings and
opinions. Now

= i e S —

m
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Now whoever is fe dilpofed,
will not be {o ready  to believe

- § that Reafon isan Enemy to Religi-

| on, till he have confider’d, and ex-
i # amin’d the matter with an 7mpar-
i §f t7al judgment. And I dare {ay,
| whoever fhall do that, will want

o« mothing to convince him, that {uch

an opinion is falle, and ground-

- B lefs, but clear, and diftinit

| thoughts, and the knowledge of
o § confequence, with which Pbilofo-
¥ phy will furnifh him.
This is the fecond way whereby

w B 1t helps to overthrow this princi-

ple of Enthufia{m, ziz.

(I1.) By teaching us to ffate
matters clearly, and to draw out
thofe conclufions that are lodged
inthem. For 'tis confufion of no-
tions, and a great defe in reafo-
ning, that makesdark zeal torave

{o




74  Lhe Glozy of God
{o furionfly againit Reafon. Now

Philofophy 15 Reafon methodized,

and improved by ftudy, obferwati-

on, and experiment; and whoever is
addiGed to thefe, 1s exercifed fi‘e-
quently in inguiry after the canfes,
pmperrzef and relations Uf?:‘mg
which will inure the mind to great
intentnefs, and inable it to define
and diftinguifb, and infer rirht‘y 3
And by thefe -the allegations a-
gamnft ficalon will be made appear
to be idle Sophifins, that have
no foand fenfe, or fnbftance in
them.

This is thewn 1n a late difcourfe,
call’d a Vindication and defence of
the ufe of Reafon in the affairs of
Faith and Religion 5 in which alfo
the whole matter 1. 'nared diftinCi-

9]

Iy, and I think right is doue both
to Reafon and Rel fqmm. For 1t 1s
' ,af""*”‘: Al RIS made

F;“rl c2 fo o
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made evident there, that all the
Articles of Faith may either be
proved by Reafon, or defended by
it 5 which two particulars we will
here touch a little. - That Reafon
proves the grea‘ieﬁ Articles of Re-
ligion, is {ufficiently made appear
by thofe Philofophick Reafoners
that have done it3 and to fay a
word of this, will be no digre(fion,
Gince it will thew, that Philofophy
deltroys the conceit of Reafors

being an Enemy 5 and demonftrate
that it improves Reafon to many

purpofes of Religion.
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SECT. IV.
(L. )IT 1s well known, that di-

vers great men have la-
bourd in the Rational proof of |

Chriftian Religion, as the moft

Learned Hugo Grotins, Dupleffis,
Raymond de Sabundis ; The Pious
and moft Excellent Doétor Ha:-
mond, Mr. Baxter,and othersamong
our fe]ves : and the Intiortal Bi-
fhop of Downe, Doltor Fer. Tay-
ler,hath in ten leaves of his Du&for
Dubitantium, given {uch an invin-
cible rational Demonfiration of
Chriftianity, by amoft elegant and
judwmm collefiton of all thc moft
important particulars of evidence,
that if there had never been any
thing faid before, for the Truth
and certatnty of our Religion ; this
alone

l
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| alone had been enough to have
| won upon themoft /bie, and diffi-
enlt affent, and to have confounded
all the Infidels under Heaven ;5 this
Teftimony I muft give to that
| glorious performance, and it will
- not I prefume be thought excel-
five by any one that reads, and is
fit to judge in {uch cafes.

I could not omit mention of
thefe worthy Aferters, and Defen-
ders of Religion : But there 1sano-
ther fort of Reafoners for our
F aith,that are more proper for my
prefent notice, ¥i%. Thole that
have ufcd the aids of the mo-
dern, Free Philofophy, in proving,
and detending fome main Articles
of Religion. ~And there are {eve-
ral Members of the Royal Society,
who have imployed their ingen-
ous, and Pious pains this way;

The
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The Wile,Learned, and deferved-
Iy Celebrated Prelate, Dr. Seth
Ward, the prefent Lord Bifthop
of Sarum, hath in his Philofophi-
cal E{fays, fully (thoughin a{mall
compafs of words) and per[picu-
oufly thewn, That the Foundations
of Religion are laid in efernal
Reafon 5 and by this, hath cleared
the Nature, and Attributes of God 5 |l

1

Diwvine Authority of Scripture,
which are the grand Bafis of Faith |
and Obedience : And the Illuftri-
ous Mr. Boyle hath, in his excel-
fent Treatile of the Vfefulnefs of
Experimental Philofopby, made it
appear that Philofophick Reafon
gives the ftrongeft evidence of
the exiftence of the Deity, and very
glorious Hluftrations of his Attri-
butes; and by it he infinitely
(hames,
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(- fhames, and difproves the Follies

| of the Epicurcan Atbeift 5 which
great interefts of Faith and Piety,

z’- ? have alm been egr egmuﬂy promo-

wf cal performanccs ﬂf the Learned
Doéor H. More, who hath every
‘where in his Works difcover’d to
| what ufeful purpofes Reafon, and
wd;§ the Free Philofopby may be im-
ployed in the {ervices of Religion.

| And the Noble Sir K. Dighy writ

# a dilcourfe concerning the Immor-
. tality of the Soul, which he proves
«-f and defends by the Principles and

| reafonings of Philofophy 5 which

il defign allo of making Pbhilofophy

ferve the Altar, hathbeen happily
| undertaken, and as f{uccefsfully

managed by the Ingenious Mr.

Sam. Fark@r, in his Learned Tenta-
mina; in which he firenuoufly

proves
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proves the Being of God, and ex-

plains many difliculcies about his
Attributes, by the ufe of Free Phi-
lofophical Reafon.  Thele are,and
were all Members of the Royal
Colledge of Philofophers. To
thefe I may adde the Inftances of
the great Des-Cartes, and our wor-
thy and Learned Do&or Stalling-
fleet, who have alfo excellently im=
ployed the Free Philofophy for the
advantage, and promotion of the
Aflairs of Religion.

Thus we {ee that the Real know-

ledge and {earch into Gods works, -

puts Philofophers at great diftance
from that fond Principle of Ex-
thufiafnz , That Reafon is an E-
nemy to Religion ; and we may
learn from the Dilcourfes cited,

That it may be happily, and pro-

fitably ufed in the proof of many

of
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of the greatelt Articles of F aith,

and that Philofopby doth muchal-
fitt it in that fervice. And fo it

doth,
SECT. V.
(IL)IN defending other pointsof

Faith which are purely of
Rewelation, and immediately dilco-
verable no other way. For this
is a Maxim of Reafon, that what-
ewer- God [aith is to be believed,
though we cannot comprebend the
manner of ity or tell how the thing
fbould be. By this Axiom, who-
ever hath prowed the Revelation,
may defend the Article, and ’cis an
abfurdity in Philofophick realo-
ning to argue againft the being of
athing, that is well attefted, from
the unconceivablenefs of the man-
G ner
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nity,and Incarnation,may be as well

and motion, and upon the {ame
grounds. In thele there are ma-
ny modes which are perfeétly un-
accountable,” and full of feeming
contradiftions ;3  which if they
{hould be urged againft the exi-
ftence ofrbefe moft [enfible Beings,
we could not make our defence by
untying thole knots ; but may well
do it, by recourle to this Maxim,

That what is an evident ﬂb}e& of

Senfe, or clearly prowed by Reafon,
oinght to be beliewed, though there are
wany things in the Theory, and
manner of it unconceivable 5 And
by uling the fame we are {afe in all
the Myfteries of Faith, that are
well provedto be fo. Butthis I
have

|

per bow it 155 According to

which principle even the  Tri- | :
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have more fully handled elle
where 5 and fhall only adde now,
Thas the Free, Experimental Philo=
Jophy begets the dcepeft perlwali-
on, of the truch of this nodeft Pro=
pofition ; by acquainting the Phi-
[ofopher cvery day with innume-=
rable things in the works of God,
of which he can give no account,
though he know by his fenfes that
they are really exifing. And by
this means Reafon affifted by Phi-
Jofophy curs off all the Cavils, and
filenceth the. Objections of bold In-
fidelity,which for the moft part are
vaifed from the difficulties that are
in otr conczption of the Articles of
Religion. | ... . . . sxr b
. And thus the Free Philofophy
Jays a foundation for defence of the
greateft fublimities of E aith 5-and
common Reafon doth the beft, by

G 2 (hewing
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fhewing the certainty, and divine
Original of the Teftimony that ac-
quaints us with thofe facred Myfte-
ries. This it doth by aggregating
thofe multitudes of circumftances
that thew the Infallible truth of
Scripture Hiftory, and twifts fuch a
cord asisas {ftrong as any thing in
Geometry or Nature. And there-
fore I cannot chule but wonder
what it is that inclines fome men,
who are otherwile {ober enough,
to let flye {o lavifhly, and indil-
creetly againft Reafon, and Pbilo-

fophy, elpecially inan Age fo ex-

ceeding prone to Phantaftry, and
Madne[s, and that hath been rui-
ned in all its concerns by Enthufi-
afm, and wain pretences to the
Spirit.

"Tis true,the difcourfes of fome
who have talk’t much of Philofo-

phy,
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phy, and Reafon, have been bola
and fawcy, and no doubtob evi
tendency to the interefi oi e

gion. But true Philofophy, and
well manag’'d Reafon, wvindicate
Religion from thofe smpudent 2-
bufes, and fhew, that there was
Sopbiftry and impofture in thofe pre-
tenfions : So that they are no more
tobe blamed for the infolencies,

" and riots of thofe that ufurp

their name ; then Religion it {elf
is, for the Immoralities of thofe,
that cloath themfelves in the gar-
ments of external Piety and Saint-
fhip. Thus of the fervices of Phi-
lofophy againt ENTHTU S I-
ASM- 1 come now to the lait
Inftance.

G3
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CHAP VL

Philofophy ferwes Rd:ﬂmn againft
the FHumsuy of Difputing.
Some of the mlﬁ.m fs of that
Spirit briefly recited. Six ways
whereby Philofopby deftroies the
dilpuring bumour.  The main
things that way be nrged in be-

;i ,fmi'f f,-')‘ L.lfputu /i"#ffﬂ‘ rd.
[' %e?
:Hi o e g |
i l i (V)E T helps Religion againit the
il 3 Humour of Difputing s

by which I'mean that, which be-
| liewes uncertain opinions firmly, af-
[erts them confrdently,and clamoron-
ly contends anaiﬁﬂ every diff fferent ap -
| prehe fron,  This is thaf Pfﬁ:hﬁt
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$pirit that turns Religion into air
of notion, and makes it ntricate,
and uncertain 3 fubjedt to eternal
quarrels, and obnoxious to Scep-
ticifn?, and Infidelity 5 That which
{upplants charity,modefty, peare}and
Meekne[s, and fubftitutes in their
room,Rage, Infolence, Pride, Bitter
Z eal,Clamonrs, and Diwiftons, and
all the oppofites of the Spirit of
Chrift, and the Gofpel. So that,
it depraves Religion, and makes 1r’s
facred name an inftrument to pro=
mote the projets of the K ingdoin
of darknefs,by cankring men one a-
gainft another, and inflaming their
Spirits, and crumbling them into
Sedts, and difturbing Societics s and
fo it hinders the Progrefs of the
Gofpel, and lays 1t open (O the
fcorns of unbeliewers; 1t turnsmen
from the defire of praciifing to the

G 4 itch
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itch of ta/king and abufes them in-
to this dangerous belief that Godli-
nefs conlilts more in their beloved
Orthodoxy , then in a [vber wortne,
and the exercife of Charity;ir makes
them pert, and pragmatical, bufie
about the Reformation of others .
while they negle&t their own Spi-
rits ; fancying a perfeGion in the
fluency of the tongue, while the
worft of paflions have the Empire
of their Sonls.  Thefe are {ome of
the fad effe@ts of the bumonr of
difputing, which hath done deplo=
rable execution upon Religion in
all places, and times ; and there-
fore 'tis none of the leaft fervices
that can be affordedit, to deftroy
thisevil genius; and there is no-
thing, meerly bumane, that con-
tributes more towards the root-
ing of it out of the world, than

the

e
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the Free, and Real Pbilofophy. For,

SECT. IL

(l )COnmrf e with Gods works

gives us to fee the vaft
difficulties that are to be met with
n the fpecu!atfon of them and
thereby men are made lels confi-
dent of their {fentiments about Na-
ture, and by many conilderations
- and obfervations of this kind, are
at length brought to {uch an habi-
tual modefty, that they are afraid
to pals bold judgments upon
thofe opimions in Religion, of
which there is no infallible afiu-

rance.
~ And (II) By the frequent exer-
¢ifes of our minds, we come to
be made {enfible how ezfily, and
how oft we are deceived, through
the
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the fallibility of f{enfe, and flort-
nef[s of our underftandings;
by Edrcation, Anihority, IntereSt,
and our Afellions ;5 and fo are
di'z.d to a more prudent eold-
nefs and diffidence 1n things of
doubrful {peculation, by which
the difputing bumonr 1s deftroyed
at the bottom. Befides which,
(II1.) The Real Philofophy
brings men in love with the Pra-
Etical knowiedge ; the more we
have imployed our f{elves in noti-

‘on and Theory, the more we fhall

be acquainced with their uucer-
tainty 5 and our efteem, and re-
gard of them wil! abate, as that
{fence increaleth, and by the fame
Degrees our refpcdt, and love to
operative knowledge will advance
and grow ; wkich difpolition will
incline usalfo to have lefs regard
to
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to niceties in Religion, and teach
us to lay ont our chief cares and
endeavours for that  knowiedge
which is Pra&tical and certain,and
will aflit, and promote our wer-
twe, and our happinefs s and in-
cline us to imploy our felves in
living according to it whichal-
{o will be an effetual means to
deftroy the bumonr of contending.

And (1V.) Philofophy gives us
afight of the canfes of our intel-
l:&inal diverfities, and {o takes s
off from expelting an agrecment
in our apprehenfions; whersbu it
difcovers the mnreafvrablere’ of
making barmony in opit the
condition of Charity and = mj
and of being angry, ava © ng
npon every differenceiot jnts
and bereby the hurift et 1es
?{f difpates arc qualifiedy avd the

di-
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difeale it f{elf is nvdermined.

(V.) It inclines men to reckon
(as was intimated before) that
the Effential Principles of Religion
lye in the plain, certain Articles.
For Philofophers are difpofed to
think, by converfe with Nature,
that certainty is in very few things;
and whoever believes fo concern-
ing the tenents of Theology, will
not lay the main firefs upon
any, but the clear, acknowledg’d
Principles 5 and he that doth that,
ferves all the important concern-
ments of Religion. He will not
not wrangle for every conceit 3 nor
divide for every difference; but
takes care to walk in the ways of
Charity, Humble Obedience, and
Confcionable pra&tice of the Truths
he knows and owns. By fuch a
courfe the Church is {afe, and
Schifms
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Schifms are prevented : Yea Po-
pery is difappointed by 1t in moft
of the confiderable things it hath
to fay 5 which indeed arife from
the confideration of the vaft di-
werfities of opinions in Religion,
that feem to infer the necclity of
a Fudge of Controverfies to {etle
mens minds in the right way, and
to redifie the confequent difor-
ders 3 whereas if this be ftood to;
That the neccfJary Chriftian Artis
cles ave plain, and acknowledg'd,
There will be no need of a Fudge,
and fo all the moft fpecions preten-
fions of the Chureb of Rome fink
to the ground. |
(VL) The Real Philofophy
tends to the ending of difputes,
by taking men off from unneceffa-
ry Terms of Art, which very often

are occafions of great contelts:
113
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If things were ftated in clear, and

plain words, many  Controverfies

would beatan end ; and the Phis
lofophy I am recommending, in-
clines - men to define with 1hofe
that are fimpleft and plaineft, and
thereby alfo very much promotes
the intercfts both of truih and
peace.. .,

Thus Lhave thewn briefly haw
the real Phi! uﬁ}phy tends to the
overthrow of the pugnaciousdif-
puting humonr, ﬂJth is {o hurt-
ful to - Religion. To confirm
which we may obferve,that where-
ever this {ort of knowledge pre-
vails, the Contentions Diwiuiiy
]uf'f:th ground, and ’¢will behard
to find any of thole Philofophers
a zealous Votary of a Selt: which
refervednefs gives occalion indeed

to 'thofe that are {o,to accufe them.
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of Atheifm, and Irreligicn 5 but it
is really no Argumert of lefs
Piety, but of #ore wifdom, and
condu&. And ‘twounld make
much for the advanrage of Reli-
gion, and their own, if chofe fierce
men would underftand, that Chri-
fiianity fhould teach them that,
which they rail againft in the Phi-
lofophers.

But now I muft expectto hear,

SECT. Iil.

(1) T H A T difputes fexve to

difcover- truth 5 as by
the collifion of two flints one a-
gainft another, thofe {pdrks are
produced, and excited, that be-
forewere latent in them = So that
the weal Philofophy upon this ac-

count doth rather diffesve’ then
pro-
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promote the concerns of Reli-
gion.

To which I an{wer, (I.) That
all the nece[fary, materzal truths in
Divinity are already difcover'd,
and we have no need of New
Lights there, the Antienteft are
trueft, and beft, thoughin che dif-
quifitions of Philofephy there will
be always occafions of proceeds
ing. ButI adde, (IL) Difputes
are one of the worft ways to dif-
cover Truth ;5 If new things were
to be found out 1n Religion, as
well as Nature, they would fcarce
be difclofed by this way of en-
quiry. Acalm judgment, and di=
ftinét thoughts, and impartial con-
(ideration of many things, are ne-
cefSary forthe finding truth which
lyes deep, and is mingled up and
and down with much errour, and
[pecions

1]
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[pecions falfhood 5 and ’tis bard, if

not utterly impoffible, to prelerve

any one of thefe in the heat of dif-

putation. In f{uch occafions the

mind is commonly difordered by
paffion, and the thoughts are con-
fufed, and our confiderations tyed

" to thofe things which givecolonr to
" our opinions. We are biaft by our

affections towards our own con-
ceits, and our Jowe to them is infla-
med by oppofition 5 we are made in-
capable of entertaining the afli-
ftance of our oppofites fuggeftions

by ftrong prejudice,and inclined to

guarrel with every thing he {aith by
[pight, and defire of triumph : and

tbefe are ill circumftances for the

' difcowery of truth : Heis a wonder-

ful man indeed that can thread a
needle when he is at Cudgelsin a

- crowd, and yet this is as eafie, as

H to
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tofind truthin the hurry of difpute.
The Apoftle intimates, 1 Tim. VL.
5. That perverfe Difputers are de-

ftitute of truth,and tells us, that of

the firife of words come envy, rail-
ings , ewil furmifings, but no dif-
covery of unknown werities.

But (1I.) we are commanded to
contend earneftly for the faith that
was once delivered to the Saints;and

ot e i

|

e
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hereby Herefies are confuted, and "

overthrown.

To this pretence I fay, That by
the Faith we are to contend for, 1
conceive, the E(fentials, and certain
Articles are meant ; Thefe we may,
and we ought to endeavour to de-
fend, and promote as thereis occa-
{ion ; and we have {een how the
Real Philofophy will help our Rea-
fons for that fervice. But pions
contentions for thefe are not the dif-
putings
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putings 1 meant, for I defined the
humour of difputing in the en-
trance on this Head, to be that
which is ftiff in the belief of uncer-
tain opinions, aﬁ?rming them with
confidence, and quarrelling with e-
very different {entiment ;5 To dif-
pute about {uch matters of donbtful
Specnlation,and in the manner {pe-
cified,is no contending for the Faith,
but the way to make [hipwrack of
it. As for thofe other Difputes,
that are requifite for the convin-
cing men of the Truths of the Gol-
pel, and the great Articles there-
of 3 and for the difproving Infide-
lity and Herefie, they are necefla-
ry, and Philofophy is an excellent.
- Inftrument in fuch Contefis.

So that thofe other objeltions
that might be alledged againft my
Dilcourfe from the zece[fzty of pro-

H 2 Ving
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q;iug and trying our Faith, and con-
vincing Hereticks ; From the ex-
ample of our Saviour’s difputing
with the Do&tors and the Sadduces 5
and of S.Panlat Athens with the
?em 5 Thefe little Cavils, 1 fay,
and fuch like, can fignifie nothing
to the difadvantage of what I have
{aid againft the humonr of difputing
about doubtful, and nncertain opi-
nions, to which the Real Philofophy
is deftrullive.

And thus I have fhewn under
five material Heads, That the
Knowledge of Nature, and the
Works of God, promotes the great-
eft interefts of Religion 5 and by the
three laft it appears how Funda-
mentally oppolfite it is to all Sehifm
and Fanaticifm,which are made up
and occafioned by Superftition,En-
shufiafm , and ignorant , perwerfe
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difputings. So that for Atbeifts and
Sadduces, and F anaticks to rail a-
gawnft Philofophy, 1s not at all
ftrange 5 'Tis no more than what
may well be expected from fuch
Cattel 5 Philofophyis theirenemy 5
and it concerns them to difparage
and reproach it : But for Religions,
and fober men to do any thing fo
unadvifed, and o precjudicial to
Religion, is wonderful, and deplo-
rable: To fet thefe right in their
Judgment about Philof ophical in-
quiry into Gods Works, is the prin-
cipal defign of thefe Papers ; and
sn order to the further promoting
of it, I advance to the lalt Head of
Difcourfe propofed, vix.

H 3 CHAP.
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CHAP. VIL

That the Minifters, and Pr@fejfar: off

Religion onght not to difconrage
Philofophy. The flanders and
obje&tions againit it an{wered,

wiz. That of Atheifin, and the o-
ther of its tending to the leflen-
ing our value of the Scriptures,

fully confuted. It teachethno
DoCrines contrary to Gods
Word 3 Thofe of the motion of
thE_Em"f!J and terreftrial Nature
of the Moon, confider’d, as they

refer to the Scriptures.

SECT. L

(1V. Tiaat the DDinifters,

and 10feflos of We-
ligion

i i
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tigion ought not o difcourage,
but promote the Zanowwledge of
fPatuce, and the Toks of 1S
Authoz.

This is the refult of the whole
matter, and follows evidently from
a1l that went before, which though
it will not infer a neceflity of all
mens deep {carch into Nature, yet
this it will, Thacno Friend or Ser-
want of Religion (hould hinder, ot
difcountenance {uch ingniries. And
though molt private Chriftians,
and {ome publick Minifters have
neither leilure, nor ability to look
into matters of nataral relearch,
and inquifition ; yet they oughe
to think candidly, and with well to
the endeavours of thefe that haves
and ’tis a fin, and a folly either in
the one or other to cenfure, oOr
difcourage thofe worthy underta-

H 4 kings.
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kings. Upon which accounts it
grieves me to fee, how apt fome
are, that pretend much to Rehgl-
on, and fome that minifter in it, to
load thofe that are ffudions of Gods
Works with all the odions names
that contempt, and {pight can
fuggcﬁ The Irre!fgwn of which
injurious carnage nothing can ex-
cufe, but their ignorance 3 And I
will rather hope that they neither
know what they fay, nor what they
do, than believe that they have any
dire&t defign againft the Glory of
their Maker, or againft any laada-
ble endeavours to promote it.

I know well, what mifchief pre-
judice will do,even upon minds that
otherwile are wery boneft, and intel-
ligent enough. And there are many
comuon {landers, and fome plaufi-
ble objections in the mouths of the
Z ealowns
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Z ealons againft Philofophy, which
‘have begot an ill opinion of it in
well-meaning men, who have never
examined thingsdeeply : For the
(ake of fuch, I fhall produce the
moft confiderable allegations of
both forts, and I hope make {uch
returns to them, asmay be {ufhci-
ent to fatisfie thofe whole minds
are not barr’d by ﬂbﬂiﬂary, or ig..

norance,
SECT. I

Speak firft of the bold, and broad
[landers, among which, that
(1.) Of Atheilim isone of the
moft ordinary 5 But certainly ’tis
one of the moft #zjuft accufations
that malice, and ignorance could
have invented 3 ThisIneed notbe

. indufirious to prove here, having

made
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made it appear that Philofophy 15
one of the beft Weapons in the
World to defend Religion againft

it 5 and my whole Difcourfe is a -

confutation of this {pightful, and
ridiculous charge. ’Tis true 1n-
deed the menof the Epicurean fort
have left God, and Prowidence out
of their accounts ; But then other
Philofophers have (hewn what fools
they are for doing fo, and how ab-
furd their pretended Philolophy is,
in {uppoling things to have been
made and ordered by the cafnal
hits of Atoms, in amighty woid. And

though their general Do&rine of

Matter, and Motion be exceeding
ancient,and very accountable, when
we fuppole watter was ac firlt cre-
ated by almighty Power , and it’s
meotions ordered , and direted by
omnifcient Wildom ; Yet the fup-
pofal

i
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pofal that they are independent,and
“eternal, is very precarions, and un-
reafonable ; And chacall the regular
motions in Nature, {hould be from
blind twmmltuwons yjumblings, 1s the
molt unphilofophical phanfie, and
ridicnlons dotage in the wor 1d ; So
¢hat there is no reafon to accule
" Philofophyof a faule, which Philo-
Jopby fufficiently (hames, and dil-
proves ; and yet [ doubr thercare
many have great prejudice againit
it upon this (core 3 and ’tis a parti-
cular brand upon fome ot the mo-
dern men, that they have revived
the Philofophy of Epicurus, which
they think to bein it’s whole ex-
tent Atheiftical, and irreligious.
To which I fay, that the opinion
of the world’s being made by a for-
tuitons jumble of Atoms,is tmpions

and abominable. This thole of
Epicurns
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Epicurus his elder School taught 3
whereas the late Reftorers of the
Corpufcularian Hypothefis hate,and
delpife the wile Dolirine ; But
yet they thus far think the Atomical
Philofophy reafonable, wix. as it
teacheth, That the operations of Na-
ture are performed by (ubtile ftreams
of minute budies, and not by I know
not what imaginary qualities, and
forms : They think, That the va-
rious motions, and figures of the
parts of matter, are enongh for all
the Phenomena, and all the varie-
ties, which with relation to our [en-
fes we call [uch, and [uch qualities.
But then they fuppofe, and teach,
That God created matter, and is the
[upreme Orderer of its motions , by
which all thofe ffiwerﬁtie.r are wmade 2
And hereby Piety, and the Faith of
Providenceis {ecured.

This,

B o o il o

il of

S — T =

il of¢

o
nol
Fri
i

of

1w
|

N
(
1

{ s



i bis Toks. 109 |

T his,as far as we know any thing
of elder times, was the ancient Phi-
lofophy of the World, and it doth
not in the leaft grate upon any
Principle of Religion. Thus far [
dare fay 1 may undertake for moft
of the Corpufeularian- P bilofophers
of our times, excepting thofe of Mr.
Hobb's way.

And therefore I cannot but
wonder that a perfon of fo much
reafon, learning, and ingenuity as
Mr. Baxter, fhould feem to con-
clude thofe Modern Philofophers
under the name,and notion of fuch
Somatifts, as are for meer matter,
and motion, and exclude immaterial
beings 5 This, I take it, he doth 1n
his Defence of the Souls Immortali-
ty, at the end of his Reafons of Re-
ligion : whereasthofe Philofophers,
though they owne master, and mo-

| tion
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il tion as the material and formal cau-
| {es of the Phenomena 5 They do r
| yet acknowledge Gods effrciency, ot
Ll and Gowernment of ali things, with 3} &
1 as much {erioufnefs, and contend |
t for it with as much zeal, as any i |
1 Philofophers or Divines whatfo- § D
| ever. And’tis very hard that any 1 ol

(¢

bo

number of men (hould be expofed m
to the {ulpicion of being Atbheifts, u
for denying the Peripatetick Quali- | o
ties, and Forms ;5 and there 1s no- % I

thing elfe overthrown by the Cor- | {

pnfenlarian Do rines, as they are I
managed by thofe Philofophers. So ba
| that methinks that Reverend Au- 1 d
thor hath not dealt {o fairly with il
the great names of Des-Cartes, and || |
il Gaffendus, where he mentions f
i them promifcuoufly with the meer fi
Epicurean and Hobbian Somatifts, /
without any note to diftinguifh f
them
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them from thofe Sadduces 5 For
both thofe celebrated men have
laboured much in aflerting the
grand Articlesof Religion againft
| the Infidel,and Atheift.
- Thisinadvertency of that pious
Divine I thought fit to take notice
of, becaufe I doubt fome may be
mifled into an undue opinion of
thole excellent Perflons, and others
of their way, by finding their
names among thofe of an abborred
Charalter, in an Author of {fo much
note. I fay’tis for this reafon I
have given this hint, and not out
of any humour of oppoling or
carping at thac worthy Man : No,
I think he 1s to be honoured much
for hlsﬁam rational, and [uccefi-
fuloppofitions of the mifchievous
Antinomian follies, when the cur-
rent Syftematick Dwmny , then
called
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called Orthodox, was over-grown
with them ;3 for his frequent affert-
ing , and vindicating the Reafona-
blenefS of Religion againft the mad-
nefs of {preading Enthufiafm 5 for
his carneft endeavours for the pro-
notion of peace, and univer[al cha-
rity, when ‘twas held a great crime
not to be fierce in the way of a
Seét 5 For hisquick, piercing, and
ferions praQlical Writings : I fay I
judge the Author, the flip of whofe
Pen ina thing relating to my Sub-
je&, 1have noted, to be a perfon
worthy of great relpect; and Ican
{carce forbear affirming concerning
him as a learned Do&or of our
Church did, That be was the only
man that [poke [enfe in an age of
non-fenfe ; He meant the only man
rhat was reckoned among the peo-
ple of thofe times,with the madnefs

of
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of which he contefted. But I am
digrefs’d.

The bufinefs of this Setion hath
been to (hew that the charge of 4-
theifm againft the Real Philo ophy
is a grofs, and groundlefs (lander ;
and I hope I have made good what
I undertook.

SECT. IIL

UT (2.)tis alledg’d by fome,
That Philofophy difpoferh mcn
to defpiﬁf the Scriptures , or at i'cdﬂ'
to negleCk the ftudy of them and up-
on that account is to be exploded
among Chriftians.
To which I'fay, That Philofophy
35 the knowledge of Gods works,and
there is nothing in Gods Works,
that is contrary to bis Word 5 and
how then fhould the fiudy of the

i one
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one incline men to defpife the other ?

Certainly had there been any fuch
impions tendency in fearching into
Gods Works to the leffening of
our walue of the Scriptures 3 The
Scripture it {elf would never have
recommended this {o much unto
us, as we have feen it doth. Yea
indced, this is {o far from being
true, that on the contrary, the
knowledge of Gods Works tends in
its proper nature to difpofe men
to lowe, and weneration of the Scri-

ptures 5 For by converfe with Na-
ture we are made fenfible of the

Power, Wifdom, and Goodnefs of

God, fre(h inftances of which we
(hall ftill ind in all chings; And
‘tis one great defign of the Scri-
pture to promote the Glory of thefe
Attributes : How then can he, that

is much affe&ed with them, chufe - |
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but lewe, and effeen thole holy Re-
cords which {o glorioufly illuftrate
the perfections which he admires ?

Befides, by inguniry into Gods
Works , we dilcover continually
how little we can comprehend of his
ways 5 and managements 5 and he
that is fenfible of this, will find
him{elf more inclined to reverence
the declarations of his Word, though
they are beyond bis reach, and thongh
be cannot fathom thofe Myfteries; be
7s required to believe : Such a dil-
pofition is neceflary for the fecu-
ring our reverence to the Divine
Oracles, and Philofophy promotes
it much.

So that though ’tis like enough .
there may be thofe that pretend to
Philofophy who have lels venera-
tion, and refpe& for the Scripture,

than they ought, yet that impions
' 12 dif-
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difefteem of thole faered Writings
is no effelk of their Philofophy, but
of their corrupt, and ewil inclina-
tions. And to remove the {candal
bronght upon natural wildom by
thofle Pretenders, it may be obfer-
ved, that none are more earzneft, or
more frequeat in the proof, and re=
commendation of the Authority of
Scripture, than thofe of Philofo-
hical inclination and genius, who
by their publick capacity, and pro-
feflion, have the beft opportunities
to give teftimony to the honour of
that Diwine Book.
And befides the many Sermons

that are continually preach’t, (but

no further publi/b’t)by the Divines
that are dilpofed to this fort of
knowledge , I may for inftance
nention the excellent performan-

of thofe incomparable Philofophbers,
s JEhe

Mr
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the prefent moft learned Bifhop of
Sarum jand the defervedly famous
M. Boyle : the formerin the Eff2y
before mentioned, and in a late
clofey [mart, and judicions Sermon
againlt the Antifcripturifts 5 and in
another annext againft Infidelity
(newly Printed) hath with great
per[picnity ftrengih , and demon-
| [trative order refuted and fhamed
the pretenfions of the Infidel, and
roundly proved the Diwine An-
 thority of the Holy Volume. And
the other excellent Philofopher
M. Boyle, in a molt elegant and
Jearned Difcourfe concerning the
Style of Scripture , hath vindicated
thofe infpired Writings from the
cavils, and exceptions of the nice
Wits of men of corrupt minds 3
which perforiances of thefe twa
deep and pious Inquirers 1nto
I Bl Gods
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Gods Works, may with betterrea-
fon be pleaded for the Piety of

Philofc ophy 1n reference to the Seri-
ptures 5 then the irrewerences of
any that pretend to zatural wil-
dom, canbe alledged againft it.

SECT. IV.

UT to juftifie the imputati-

on of the differvice Philofo-

phy doth Religion, and the Seri-
ptures, it may by fome be pleaded,
That Philofophy, viz. that which

is called the #ew, teacheth Do-
&rines that are contrary to the/#ord
of God, or at lealt fuch aswe have
no ground from Scriptare to be-
lieve 5 as for inftance , that the
Earth mowes , and that the Moon is
of a terreftrial nature, and babita-
ble ; which opinions are {uppofed
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to be impiows, and Antifcriptural.

In recurn to this Objetion I
(ay,

(1.) Inthe general, That ’tis
true indeed, that Philofophy teach-
eth many things which are not re-
wealed in Scripture;for this was not
intended to inftru& men in the
affairs of Nature, but its defign 1s,
to dire& Mankind, and even thofe
of the plaineft underftandings, 1n
life, and manners, to propofe to us
the way of Happine[s,and the prin-
ciples that are neceflary to guide us
in it 3 with the {everal motives,and
incowragements that are proper to
excite our endeavours, and to bear
them up againft all difficulties and
temptations. This, 1 {ay, was the
chief defign of that Diwine Book 3
and therefore ’tis accommodated,
in the main, to the moft ordinary
I capa~
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capacities , and {peaks after onr
manner, and {uitably to fenfe, and
wu!gdr L*m:rnfa?prfrm. Thus we find
that the Clonds are called Heawen,
the Moon one of the greater Lights,
and the Stars mentioned, as /efs
confiderable : and the Stars alfo,
Gen.1. Wercad of the going down
of the Sun, and of the ends of the
Earch, and of the Heavens, and di-
vers other {uch exprellions are in
the Scriptures, which plainly inti-
mate unto us, [hat they do not
concern themfelves to retifie the

miltakes of the wulgar, in Philofo-
pbzraJ Theories, but comply with
their zufirmities, and [peak accord-
ing as they can underftand. So
that,

(2.) No Tenent in Philofophy
aught to be condemned, and ex-
ploded, becaufe there may be fome
0CcCa-
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occafional fayings in the Divine
Oracles, which {eem not to com-
poit with it 5 And therefore the
Problems mentioned, concerning
the Motion of the Earth, and ferre-
ftrial Nature of the Moon, ought to
be left to the Difquifttions of Phi-
lofophy : The Word of God deter-
mines #othing about them ; for
thofe expreflions, concerning the
running of the Sun, and its fanding
ftill, may very well be interpreted
as {poken by way of accommodati-
o to [enfe, and common apprehen-
fion, as 'tis certain, that thofe of its
going down , and running from one
end of the Heawens to the other, and
numerous refembling {ayings , are
fo to be underftood.  And when
’tis el{e where {aid, That the foun-
dations of the Earth are {o fixt,
that it cannot be mowved at any

3 time
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time, or to that purpofe ; Tisfup-

poled by Learned men, that no-
thing elfe is meant than this, That
the Earth cannot be mowed from its

Centre, which is no prejudice to the

opinion of its being mowved upon
it

And for the other Hypothefis of
the Moor’s being a kind of Earth,
the Scripture hath faid nothing of
it on either hand ; nor can its_fi-
lence be argumentative bere, {ince
we know, That all Mankind be-
lieves many things, of which there
is no mention there : As that there
are {uch places as China, and Awze-
rica, That the Magnet attralls Iron,
and direéls to the North, and that
the Seaz hath the wotion of Flux,
and Reflux, with ten thoufand fuch
other things difcovered by Expe-
rience , of which there is not the

leaft
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leaft hint in the Sacred Volume :
And are not thefe to be believed,
till they can be proved from Scri-
pture ? this is ridiculoufly to a-
bufe the Holy Oracles, and to ex-
tend them beyund their proper bu.
finefs and defign. And to argue
againft this (uppofal, as{ome do,
by Queries, What men are in that
other Earth ? whether fallen? and
how f[awved ? is very childifh and
abfurd. He that holds the opinion
may confefs his ignorance in all
thefe things, without any prejudice
to his Hypotbefis of the Moon’s be-
ing habitable ; or the {uppofal of
its being aftually inhabited. For
that may be, though no living man
can tell the nature, and condition
of thofe Creatures.

But for my part, I affert neither
of thefe Paradoxes ; only I bave
| thought
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thought fit to f{peak thus briefly
about them, that they may be lett
to the freedom of Philofophical In-
quiry, for the Scripture is not con-
cerned in fuch Queries. And yet
befides this, which might {uffice to
vindicate the Neoterick Methods of
Philofophy from the charge of be-
ing #njurions to the Scripture in
{uch inf*ances, 1 adde

(3.) The free, experimental Phi-
lofopby which I recommend, doth
not affirn either of thole feared pro-
pofitions.  For neither of them
have{o much evidence, as to war-
rant peremptory, and dugm;rtiﬂdl af-
fertions. And cherefore, though
perhaps fome of t1hofe Philofophers
think that they have great degrees
of probability, and {o are fic for
Philsfophical confideration ; Yet
there are nowe, that I know, that
deter-
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determine they are certainties and
pofitive Truths. 'Tis contrary to
the genins of their way to do {o :
And on the other hand, “tis a very
obnoxious folly to conclude, That
thofe opinions are falfe, when no
one can be certain thatthey are {o.
But whether the one, or the other
be faid, Religion, and the Scriptures
are not at all concerned.

Thus briefly of the ﬂaﬁderf that

are affixt upon Philofophy, vi%. of
.ts Tendency to Aheifn, and difpa-
ragement of the Scriptures. The
other leffer ones are anfwered in

the difcufiion of thele.
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CHAP. VIIL

Other Qbjettions againft Philafophy

anlwered, %, That there 1s too
much Curiofity in thofe Ingni-
ries : That the Apolfile gives a
Caweat againft it : That the
Firft Preachers of the Gofpel
knew little or nothing of it. A
brief Recital of fome of the Ho-
ly Men who are recorded in
Scripture to have had skill in fe-
veral parts of Philofophy.

= s

il
S

SECT. L

BUT befides thofe [landerous

imputations, there are {ome

licele wnlgar planfibilities pretend-
ed againft ic al{o; It would be

end-
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endlefs to recount all of them. The
chief are the e that follow.

(1.) There is too much curiofity in
thofe inguiries 5 andS. Paul defired
to know nothing but Chrift, and hin
crucified. To whichIan{wer, That
what is blameable curiofity in things
not worth our pains, or forbidden
our fcrutiny, is Duty, and laudable
endeavour in matters that are

o weighty and permitted to our

fearch. So that nothing can be
faftned upon the Philofophical Ix-
quifitions into Nature on this ac-
count, till it be ficft proved, That
a diligent obfervance of Gods
GoodnefS, and Wifdons in his Works,
in order to the #fing them to his
glory, and the benefit of the world,
15 either probibited , or imperti-
nent.

There isindeed fuch a depth in

nature,
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nature, that 1tis never like to be
throughly fathomed ;5 and {uch a
darknefs upon fome of Gods
Works, that they will not in this
world be found ont to perfeltion :
But however, we are not kept oft
by any exprefsaefs of prohibition ;
Natureis no Holy Mouut that ought
not to be touched ; yea, we are
commanded, To fearch after wil-
dom, and particularly, after this,
when we are {o frequently called
upon to celebrate our Creator for
his Works, and are encouraged by
the fuccels of many that have gone
betore 5 For many fhall go t0 and
fro, and (cience fball be increafed.
So that our #nqgauiries into Naturve
are not forbidden ; and he that faich
they are friwolous, and of no ufe,
when the 4rt of the Omnifcient is
the objelt,and hisglory & the good
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of men, the end, afperfeth both
the Creator and the Cresture, and
contradils his duty to both.

As for the latter clanle of the
Objeétion which urgeth that {peech
of S. Paul, of his defiring to know
nothing but Chrift and bim crucifi-
ed, 1 Cor.Il. 2. I return to it,
That he chat (hall duely confider
the dilcourfe of the Apoftle in the
verfe before, and thofe that {uc-
ceed, will perceive, That in this

~expreflion, he only flights the af-

feCted eloguence of the Orators, and
Rbetoricians ; He A poke in plain-
nefs and fimplicity, and not in thofe
anticing words of mans wifdoin,
which he defired eicher not to know
at all, or »ot in comparifon with the

- plain DoCrines of the Gof; pel. Or,

if any fhould take the wordsin the

largeft {enfe, then all {orts of hu-
K Hane
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mane Learning , and all Arts and
Trades are fet at nought by the
Apoftle 5 And if fo, the meaning
can be no more than this, That he
preferred the knowledge of Chrift
before thefe ; For ’tis ridiculous
to think that he abfolutely {lighted
all other Science. The knowledge
of Chriﬁ 1s indeed the chiefeft, and
molt waluable wifdom , but the
knowledge of the Works of God hath
hath its place alfo, and ought not
quite to be excluded and defpifed:
Or, if Philof. ophy be to be flighted,
by this Texe, all other knowledge
what{oever muft undergo the fame
Fate with it.

But it will be urged.

SECT.
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"SECT. 1L

(1I.) Hat there is a particular

caution given by the A-
poftle againft Philofophy, Col. II. 8.
Beware left any one [poil you throngh
Philofophy.

To this T have faid elfewhere,
That the Apoftle there means ei-
ther the pretended knowledge of
the Guofticks,the Genealogies of the
Fews, or the difputing Learning of
the Greeks 5 and perhaps he might
have a relpeét to 2/l of them. That
the difputing Philofophy of the
Grezks 1s concerned in the caution,
will appear very probable, if we
confider , That much of it was
built on meer notion, that occafion-
ed divifion into manifold Sells

which managed their matters by
K 2 Sophi.
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Sophiftry, and Difputations, foll of

~ nicety and wmazes of wit 3 and

atmed at /ittle, but the pride of my-
fterions talk of things,. that were
not really underftood. Such a
Philofophy the Apoftle might juftly
condemn, and all wile men do the
[ame, becaule 'tis very injarious to
Religion, real Knowledg¢e, and the
Peace of men.  But what 1s thisto
that , which medeftly inquires into
the Creatnres of God, asthey are ;

That colleGs the Hiffory of his

Works , railing obfervations from
them for the difcowvery of Canfes,
and inweation of Arts;and belps for
the benefit of Mankind ? What
wanity 5 what prejudice to Religion
can be fuppoled in this ? Is this,
chink we, that Philofophy, that wif-
dow of this world, which the great

Apofile cenfures and condemns ?
He
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He is bold that f{aich it,(peaks avhing
be knows not, and .mighe, if he
plealed, krow the contrary ;5 Since
the Method of Philofophy 1 vindi-
cate, which proceeds by obferva-
tion and experiment to works, and
ufes of life, was not, if at all, the

- way of rmee times in which the

Apoftles lived, nordid it begin to
fhew it {elf in many Ages after ;

and therefore cannot be concerned
“in S. Paul's Caution vo his Colof-

s fr

2ans 5 nor in his {iartnefs again(t
worldly wifdom ellewhere, for by
that we are to underftand, the
Fetches of Policy, the Niceties of
Wit, and Strains of Rbetorick that
were then engaged againit the
progrefs of the Gofpel : But what

1sall this, to the Philofophy of Gods

Works 5 which illuftrates the Di-
vine glory, and comments upon his

K3 per=
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Perﬁ'&mm and promotes the great §
ef gn of Chriftianity, which is doing VI
Zood 3 and in its proper nature tends § I
to the difpofing of mens minds to §°
Vertue, and Religion? J”'
lirl

SECT. Il 10

UT (1) If Philofophy be |

fo excellent an Infirument to |l
Religion, it may be sskt ( and the |
Quefltion will have the force of an | 1o
Objeétion) why the Difciples and | [
firft Preachers of the Gofpel were | nl
not inftrulled in it 5 They were I n
plain, illiterate men, altogether unac- 3| n
quainted with :b:;ﬁ' [ublimities ; il v
God chofe the foolifb things of this Y u
world, to confound thewife. So that Y
it [eems be did not walue this kind af | in
wifdom fo much as our difconrfe I 1o
feems to zmply. 3G
But
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But this choice that the Divine
Wildom made of the Publifhers of
the glad Tydings of Salvation,is no
more prejudice, or difcredit to
Philofophy, than it is to any other
fort of Learning 5 and indeed ’tis
none at all to either : Forthe fpe-

cial reafons of Gods making this

choice, {eem {uch as thefe,viz. That
his power might more evideatly
appear in the wonderful propaga-
tion of the Religion of Chrift Fe-
[us, by {uch feemingly unqualified
inftruments 5 That the World
might not [ufpeétit to be the con-
trivance of wit, [ubtilty, and Art,
when there was [o much plainnefs,

| and fumplicity in its firft Promo-

ters. And perhaps too it was dong

. in contempt of the wain and pre-

tended knowledge of the 7ews, and

| Greeks, over which the plainnefs of

K4 the
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the Gofpel was made glorjoufly to
teiumph.  And to thefe I adde,
that it might be to (hew, That God
values fimplicity, and intecrity a-
bove all natural perfections , how
excellent {oever. So that there
being fuch fpecial Reafons for the
¢hufing plain men to fet this orand
aflair on foot in the world, it can
be no difparagement to the know-
ledge of Nature, that it was not be-
gun by Philofopbers. And to
counter-argue this Topick , we may
confider, That
The Patriarchs,and Holymen of
ancient times that were moft in the
Divipe favour, were well inftru&-
cd in the knowledge of Gods Works,
and contributed to the good of
men by their #feful difcoveries,and
thventions.  Adam was acquaint-
ed with ¢he Nature of the Crea-
' - tures ;

[l
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sures 3 Noab a Planter of Vineyards,
Abrabam (as Grotius colle&ts from

ancient Hiftory) a great Myftes in

| the knowledge of the Stars : Ifaac

prafpcmw n Gfargirk_.r. rfgmb
| blefled in his Philofophical Strata-
gem of the [peckled Rods. Mofesa
great man in all kinds of natural
knowledge. Bezaliel , and Aboliab
infpired 1n ArchiteSture.  Solomon
a deep Naturalift, and a Compofer
of a woluminons Hiftory of Plants.
Daniel, Hananiab, Mifbael, and
Axariab, skilled in all Learning,
and Wifdom 5 Ten times better,
faich the Text, than the Magicians,
and Aftrologers in Nebuchadnex-
war's Realm 3 And to accumulate
no more inftances, the Philofopbers
of the Eaft made the firft addrefies
to the Infant Saviour.

CON-
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CONCLUSION.

THus we {ee upon the whole,
~ That there is no (hadow of
Realon why we fhould difconrage,
ot oppofe modeft inquiries into the
Works of Nature ; and what(oever
2gnorant zeal may prompt the com-
mon {ort to, methinks thofe of ge-
nerons education (hould not be of
{o perwerfe a frame. Eflpecially it
becomes not any that minifter at
the Altar , ta do fo great a dif-
ferwvice to Religion, as to pro-
mote {¢ unjufta conceir as that of
Fhilsfophy’s being an enemy un-

to it.

The Philofopbers were the Priefts
among the £gyptians, and feveral
other

=
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other Nations in ancient times ;
and there was never more need,
that the Priefts thould be Philofo-
phers, than in ours 3 For we are
liable every day to be called out
to make good our Foundations a-
gainft the Atheift, the § adduce, and
Enthufiaft 5 and tis the Knowledge
of God in bis Works that muft fur-
nifh us wich fome of the moft pro-
per Weapons of Defence. Hard
names, and damning [entences ; the
arrows of bitter words, and raging
paffions will not defeat thole Sons
of Anik 3 Thefe are not fit Wea-
pons for our warfare. No, they
muft be met by a Reafon inftrudi-
ed in the knowledge of things, and
foughe in their own Quarters, and
their Arms muft be turned upon
themfelves 3 This may be done;and
the adwantageis all onrs. We have

ﬁfaf,
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fteel, and brafs for our defence ; and
they have little elfe than twigs, and
bull-rufbes for the affanlt 5 we have
light, and firm ground, and they
are loftin fuwroak , and mifts ; They
tread among Bogs, and dangerous
Fens, and reel near the Rocks, and
Steeps.  And (hall we defpife our
ad vantages, and fr}'rfd{{e them ?
Shall we reliquifh our ground,
and our light, and muffle our felves
up indarknefs ? Shall we give our
cnemics the Weapons, and all the
odds ; and fo endeavour to infure
their Triumphs over us ? This is

Jottifbly to betray Religion, and
our {elves.

If this Dilcourfe chance to meet
with any that are guilty of thefe
dangerous follies, icwill, I hope,
convince them, That they have no

reafon to be afraid of Philo[vphy,
or
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or to de[pife its aids in the concerns
of Religion. And for thofe, who
never yet thought of this part of
Religion to glorifie God for his
Works, I wih it may awaken them
to more attentive confideration of
the wifdon and goodnefS that is 1n

them 5 and fo excite their plous. .

acclamations.  And to encourage
them to 1it, I fhall adventure to
add,

That it feems very probable,
that much of the wmatter of thofe
Hallelujab’s and trinmphant Songs,
chat thall be the joyful entercain-
ment of the bleffed, will be taken
from the wonders of Gods Works 5
and who knows, but the contempla-
tion of thefe,and God in them,(hall
make up a good part of the im-
ployment of thole glorified Spi-
rits 5 who will then have 1ncon-

ceivable




142 Lhe Gloy of God

ceivable ad ﬁantages for the fearch-

g into thofe ¢ffefls of Divine
Wifdom, and Power, beyond what
are poflible for us mortals to at-
tain. And thofe difcoveries which
for ever they (hall make in that
immenfe Treafure of Art, the Uni-
werfe, mult needs fifl their Souls
every moment with pleafant afto-
nithment, and inflame their hearts
with the ardors of the higheft love,
and dewotion, which will breathe
forth in everlafting thank [givings.
And thus the fiudy of Gods Works
joyned with thofe pious fentiments
they deterve, is a kind of partial
anticipation of Heswen ; And next
after the contemplations of his
Word, and the wonders of his Mer-
¢y dilcovered in our Redemption,
it is one of the beft, and nobleft
imployments ; the moft becoming
a
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a reafonable Creature, and fuch a
one, as is taught by the moft rea-
fonable , and excellent Religion in

the World.
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firft fent abroad 'incogni-
to,’ and I -bhad thonghts that it
fhould fo have continued 5 But nty
Book-feller defiring another Impre(=
fion of it, ‘hath perfwaded me 1o let
it be.annext to the former Difcourfe
towhich Ipas the eafier induced, be-
canfe the Subjes, and Defjzns are
of kin. In the other Treatife I
now, and then refer 1o this, and
guote. Jome things from. it , which
need not bave been done, if I bad
thought of putting thews abroad toge-
thery as I did not; when I writ that

Effay. This,

I *THg following Difconrfe s




To the Reader.

. This, that follows, was a Vifita-
tion Sermon ; I printed it for area-
fou 1 would mention, but thew I muft
write more than Iam difpofedto do
at prefent. It found better Acce-
ptance among wile, and confi dering
men, than 1 expeﬂed If my Reader
bring capacity toit, I defire be would.
confider it 4rtemwe[y too, for I
would not bave it looked oy
loofe Harangue. to be run over. in
bsrﬁc s but as a D{ﬁramjfe that con-

tains fome tHOUBHES, and fuch as

I phanfie may [erve many purpﬂﬁ.r
of Keligion.
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ﬁﬂm.}(ll thc- latcer part ﬁf
2 betfe 1. no

~aerJW hich 35 your reafonable Service,

\HERE is nothing,
that I know, hath done
fo much mifchief to
Chriftianity, as the dif-

paragement of Rqafaln, under pre-
tence of relpeét, & favour to Reli-
giowstince hereby the very Fonnda-
tions of the Chnﬁian Faiih have bin
undermined, and the World pre-

L 2 pared
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Pal‘t'.‘d for ﬁ!’ﬁ‘i’-‘f*}f. For if Rt‘gﬁru
muft not be heard, the Bemg of a
G O D, and the Authority of Seri-

plure can neicher be J—r:--n-r,-.g--.f.r’, nor

. defended 3 and fo our Faith drops

-

to the ground,; like 2 ‘ that
hath no foundation. Befides, by
this way, thole fickly conceits, Fatid
Entbufiaftick dreams, and up f wnd

Docirines, that have poyloned our
Air, and 1:‘1faruated the minds of
men, and expofed Religion to the
feorn of Infidels, and dividzd the
Church,and difturbed the peace of
masrkind, and involved the Nation
in fo much blood, and {o many

Ruines 5 1{ ay hercby, all the :.f.::-

tal Follies, rhat havc bﬁen the oc-
cafions uf f}tﬂany mifebiefs, have
been propagated, and promoted.

So that [ may affirm boldly, That

here isthe Spring-head of moft of

the
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thg waters of butternefs, and fhrife 5
and bere the Fountain of the great
Deeps ot Atheifin, and Fanaticifm,
that are broken up upon us.

Aiid now, to damme up this
fource of mifchiefs, by reprefenting
the fuir agreement that 1s between
Reafon, and Religion, is the molt
feafonable fervice that can be done
unto beth ;5 {ince hereby, Religion
will be refcued from the impions
acculation of 1ts being gronndlefs,
and amaginary : And reafon alfo de~
fended, again(t the nnjuft charge of
thofe, that would make this bean:
of God, prophane, and irreligions.
This I (hall endeavour at chistimes
and I think ic proper work for the .
occafion, now that I have an op-
portunity of (peaking to Tou Re-
wverend F athers, and Brethren of the
Clergie 5 For 'tis from the Pulpit,

L 3 Relia
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180  The Friendly Agrecment
Religion hath received thofe wouhds
through the fides of Reafon 5 1do
not [ay, and [ do ' not think , It hath
fiom yours 5 But we know, that
indifcreet , and bot Preachers that
had cntertain’d wain, and ‘unreafo-
nable Doltrincs, which they had
made an intereft,; and the badges of
a Farty 5 perceiving that their dar-
ling opinions could not fland, if
Reafon, their enemy, were not dif-
credited ; They (et up a lend cry
againit Reafon, as the great adver-
fary of fres-Grace, and Faith, and
zealonfly endeavoured to run it
down, under the 'mif-applied
names of Vain Philofophy , Carnal
Reaforing, and the Wifdom of this
World : And what hath been the
illue of thofe cantings, we have
Jadly. [een., and felt. So that, I
think, ‘tiszow the duty of all {o-
ber,
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ber, and realonable men to rile up
againft this [pirit of Folly, and in-
fatnation : and fomething [ {hall
attempt at prﬂ‘ft'nt,‘b? fheWiﬂg’,
chac Reafon i8 bery ferbiceable
¢0 Religion ; and IReligion bevy
feiendly to Weafon ; both which
are included in thefe words of the
Apofile,
ceesWHICH IS TOUR
REASONABLE S:ER-
VICE.

He had proved in‘theipreceding
pare of this Epiltle, That the Gof-
pel was the only way of bappinefs,
and bere, he entersupon tthe appli-
cation of this Doérine, and «ffe-
Elionately ‘exhorts ‘hisRomans., to
conform themfelves unto it I
befeech yon therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of Godythat you prefent
your-bodies : By which, no.doubt,

L4 he
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he means, their whole perfons, Fog
they are to be a liwing facrifice ;
Living, in oppofition 1o the dead
{ervices of the Ceremonial Law
Holy, acceptable unto God, in oppo-
{ition ‘to thole ffgul-pgrjf}:r-;mnrm,
that had no intrin 1ck goodnefs in
them, and were not acceptrable zow
that their inftitution was determi-
ned. And the motives whereby
he enforceth his EXIJWI;!!I-EH? are
thefe two , wix. The mercies of
G OD , which the Gofpel ‘hath
brought, and propounded ; I be-
feech you, brethren, by the mercies o
God 3 And the reafonablenefs of
the thing it {elf that he urgeth
them 0, ===o Which is your reafo-
nable fervice. |
My bufinefs 1s wich this latter,
and | infer from 1c |
FLhat Weligion is & vealos
fiable fhing, IN
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IN treating of this Propofition,
I (hall

(I.) Statewhat I mean by Reli-
ion, and what by Keafon.

(ll) I fball de smmﬂrdre Ibffr

bdrm‘u?z) mm’ agreement.

(ll[,) I;:Jf:?.* ur tu drfdfrfe 1he

1 main ObjeCiions that are alledged a-

gaiuft the ufe of Reafun, in the af=

fairs of Faith. And

([V) Irﬂpﬁ ve all ﬂ?)’ fwﬂe Iﬁﬁ'.

rences, and Advices.

T O BEGIN with the fixft,
the {etling the diftinéi Notions of
Religion, and Reafon. We know
there 1s nothing in any matter of
enquiry, or debate that can be
dilcovered, or determined till the
Terms of the Queftion are explain-
ed, and their Notions {etled. The

want of this, hath been the occa-
: Gy
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fion of a great part of thofe Con-
fufions we find in Difputes, and
particularly moft of the Clamours,
that have been raifed againft Kea-
fonin the affairs of Religion, have
{prung from mens miftakes of the
wature of both. 'For while ground-
lefs opinions , and wunreafonable
pralices are often called Reli-
gion on the onc hand ; and wain
imaginations, and falfe confequen-
ces ate as frequently ftiled Reafon
on the other ; "Tis no wonder that
fuch a Religion dilclaims the #fe of
Reafon, or that fuch Reafon is op-
pofite to Religion. Thercfore, in
order to my fhewing the agreement

between true Religion, and gennine

Reafon, I fhall, with all the ¢lear-
nef$ that I'can, reprefent the jult
meaning of the one, and of the
other.

FOR

-Rfli
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FOR Religion Firft 5 the
nawmre {ignifies Binding, and {o im-
ports duty 5 and all duty is com-
piiled under thefe two Generals,
Wor[bip, and Virtue 5 Wor fbip com-
preheuda all our duties towards
God 3 Virtue all thofe, that relate
to our Ncizbbour | or our felves.
Religion then primarily conlifts in
thefe, which are the fum of the
Law,and the Propbets. But duty
cannot be performed, without
knowledge , and fome Principles
there maft be,that muft direéi thefe
Pra&lices 5 And thofe that difcower,
and direct men in thole affions of
du'y, are called Principles of Reli-
givnr.  Thefe are of two (oits, vix.
Some are (1 ) Fitndamcr:m[ and
L(fential ; others (2.) arreﬂ';ry,
and affifling. Fuzdamental is a
Metaphor taken from the foundation
of
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of a building 5 upon which the |

Fafvrfcfhﬁandn and without w hlch D
| st muft {ink to the ground : |
| that Fundamental Principles are
Juch, asare [uppofed to the duties §
; f@i'f of Reﬁgiau, oine or more 3 and il
i1 fuch as are abfolutely neceffary to
-; tﬂﬂperﬁinfﬂzre Uf[[t{m rfjp:.ﬁh:f- : Iy
{y Of this forc [ mention four,
il l ViZ. By

a K (L) That thete is a God of

nfinite pevfection., The belief of T
(I 1l this, 1s abfolutely ﬂecfﬁ'zr} to all the * J
gt parts of Religion.

(11.) FChat Yo ave finncys and
erpoled to bis difplealuve, This °
is neceflary to confeffion of fins, and
repentance ; parts of Wor/bip.

(1) hat God (s out Pa-
ter, aud the Huibo: of all nutp i,
blel= | ¢
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el plelfings, This is neceffaryto the

'E!h | Duties of Prayer, Praife, and Ado-
0 l|. ration.

e f AL

e (1V.) ZLhat theee is gPot

Ind 1 GOYD, and €oil, Withoue this
wf there can be no Charity, Huuiljty,

; Fuftice, Purity 5 or the reft.

&  Thefe Propofitions, 1 fay, are
| Fundamentals of Religion , for it
IUf ' ﬁfppﬂfelb, and [tands upon thenr.
| There are ethers, which are not {o
e g abfoflt!'efj H:.{‘:‘ﬂﬁz.;r:}.: AS h{?e-*dfej but yet
| very incouraging , and m;}ﬂfﬁf; |
teckon Four here aiin = VL.

w (1.) THAT God will pardos
W #s,if we repent.

(2.) THAT Fbe will affift us,
ff we endeavouy.

(3) THAT be will accept of
Serwices that are imperfell, if rbe}
are [1ucere.

tllt
{7

.
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(4.) THAT bhe will reward, or,

punifb., in another world according
t0 what we bawve done in this.

i

i

ol

This 1 count to be the [um of bt
Religion general : and Chriftianity, §u
takes. in 4/l thole Dauties 5 and all 0
the Principles ;5 ad vancing the ?hr}'c
Duties to nobler meafures 5 and Jif
incouraging them by new motizes, Jlil

and affiftances , and fuperadding Jpir
two other inftances, Baptifm, and |
the Lords Supper. And for the [

tural Religion 5 and explains them {1
further , and difcowvers fome few |l
newones 5 And all thefe, both of o
the former, and the latter (ore, are |t
contained in the Treed, HMereare |y
all che Fundamentals of Religi- o
en, and the maio AIAING Princi-  |pi
ples allo.  And I call nothingelle |al
5 Rel:-

Principles, it confirms thofe of na- Ilf;m'
|
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Lk Religion, but plain Dsties , and
ik thefe acknowledged Principles. And

 though our Church require our af-

i fent to more Fropofitions 5 yet
[l thofe are only Articles of Communi-

 on, not Dollrines abfolutely necef]a-

vy to Salvation. And if we go

‘beyond the Creed for the Effcntials

| of Faith ; who can tell where you

 fhall ftop 2 The fum is, Religion
 primarily is Duty 5 And dutyis Alf

| that which God hath commanded to

| be done by his Word, or our Rea-

| fons 5 and we have the {ubftance
of thefe in the ommandments :

' Religion allo in a fecondary fenle

| confifts in fome Principles relating

| to the Worfbip of God, and of bis
Son, in the ways of dewont, and
wirtwons living 5 and thefe are com-
prifed in thac Summary of belief

| called the Apoftics Creed.

This
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This T take to be Religion; and
this Religion 1 {hall prove to be
reafonable : Buc 1 cannot under-
take for all che Opinions fome men
are pleafed ro call Ofthodox ; nor
for all thofe that by many private
P{’l'{bl'jﬂ, and [JHH.’ Chitrches are
counted effentzsl Articles of Faith,
and Salwation. Thus I have ﬁated
what I mean by Religion.

THE OTHER thingto be
fI ‘ter mwm’ and ﬁxt 15 the Prﬂper
Nunmz of Rea on.

* Forthis youmay plﬂaﬁ:—: tO Con-.

fider , that Reafon is {ometimes ta-

- ken for Reafon in the Faculiy,which

15 the Lffrs.[frﬁ anding 5 and at o-
ther times, for Rr'frjun in the objelt,
which confifts in thole Principles,
and Conclufions by which theDxn-
derflanding s idformed.  This lat-
ier
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ter 1s meant in the difpaute concern-
ing the agreement, or difagrecment
of Reafon, and Religion. And
Reafon in this {enfe, is the fame
with zatural truth, which I faid 1s
made up of Principles, and Conclu=
fions. By the Principles of Reafon
we are not to underfland the
Grounds of any mans Philofophy
nor the Critical Rules of Syllogifim 3
but thofe imbred fundamental nos
tices, that God hath implanted in
ourSouls 5 fuchasarife not from
external objecls, nor particular hus
mours, or imaginations 5 but are
immediately lodged in our minds;
independent upon other principles
ot dedulions 5 commanding a [ud-
den affent 5 and acknowledged by

" all fober mankind.

Of this fort are thefe.
M
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That God 75 a Being of all perfe-
Ction.
That nothing bath no Attributes.
That athing cannot be, and not be.
That the whole is greater than
apy of its parts. And {uch like
others, which are unto Vs, what
inftincts are to other Creatures.
Thefe Icall the Principles of Rea-
fon. The Conclufions are thofe

other notices , that are inferred i,

rightlyfrom thefe; and by their belp
from the obfervations of fenfe; And
the remoteft that canbe conceived,
of all thefe, if it be rightly mferred {
from the Principles of Reafon, or §

duely circumftantiated [enfe, is as@f *

well to be reckoned a part and §
branch of Reafon,as the more im-§
mediate Conclufions, that are Prin-
ciples in relpet of thofe diffant}
truths.  And thus I havegiven an §

account |
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account al{o of the proper notion,
and #ature of Reafon.

I AM to (hew next (2) TLHAL
Weligion is vealonable ; and chis

Imphe; twWo thlngq Vi . ]bat Rea-

fon is a friendto Keligion ; and that

Religion is [oto Reafon. From thefe
two, relults their correfpondence,
and agreement.

I begin withthe FIRS T : and
bere I might eafily (hew the great

congruity that there is between that

light, and thofe Laws, that God

hath placed in our Sauls 5 and

' the duties of Religion chat by the

expref[nefs of his written Word he
requires from us ; and demonfirate

| that Keafun teacheth 4/l thofe, ex-
| cepting only the two Pofitives,

B;:ptrjm and the boly Eucbar;ﬂ

But chere 1s not fo much need of

| turning my difcourle that way;

M 3 and
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and therefore I fhall confine it to
the Principles of Religion, which
are called Faith , and prove that
Reafon mightily befrzendf thefe.

It doth this (I.) By paobing "
fome of thole Principles ; &(11.)
By defending all.  For the clear- §*
ing both thefe, you may confider,
That the Principles of Religion are ;
of two forts : Either (1.) fuch as ™
are prefuppofed to Faith 5 or fuch |
as (3.) are formal Articles of it. i
Of the ﬁrﬂ {ort are 5 The Being Al
of 2 God 5 and the Authority of the Ef_(
Scripture. And of the fecond, fuch L'”;'
as are exprefly declared by Divine | g
Teftimony 5 As the Attributes of pre
God 5 the Incarnation of bis Son, Wl
and {uch like. o

(I.) For the forwer they are | o
proved by Reafon 5 and by Reafon |

only. The others we fhall confider
after. (L) Tkat
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(I.) That the Being of a Gods
the fowndation of all, is prowed by
Reafon, the Apoftle acknowledg-

eth, when he faith, That what was
to be known of God, was manifeft 5

" and to the Heathen, Rom.1. XIX.

and headds, ver{. XX. That the in-

wifible things from the Creation of

the World , are clearly [een, being
anderftood by the things that are
made. And the Royal Plalmift
{peaks to the like purpofe, Plal.
XIX. The Heavens declare the Glory
of God, and the Firmament [beweth
bis bandy works. And again, Pfal.

| 148. 3. Praife bim Sun and Moon,

praife bim ye Stars , and Light ;
which intimates, that thefe Works
of bisafford matter to our reafons
for religions acknowledgments.
And Reafon proves the exiftence of
God, from the beanty, and order,
M 3 and

._




was the other.

Reafon.

For Senfe, it hath no more to do
here but to prefent matter for our
Reafous to work on ;5 and Rewels-
tion [uppofeth the Being of a God,
and cannot prowe it 5 for we can
have no {ecurity that the Rewelation

166 The Friendly Agreement
and ends , and wfefulnefs of the

Creatures 5 forsthele are demon-
ftrative Arguments of the being of
a wife,and omnipotent mind , that
hath framed all things fo erderly,
and exaétly 5 and that mind is God.
This Article then, Reafon proves,
which was the firft branch of the
particular 5 and I add, that it is
Reafon only that can do it ; which
This you will fee
when you confider, that there are
but three things from whence the
exiftence of any Being can be con-
cluded, vix. Senfe, Rewelation, or

1S

PR L -
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is true, till we are aflured it is from
God 3 or from ﬁ?me Cﬂ?fzmﬁﬁmﬂed
by bim. The knowledge of his
Being therefore, muft precede our
F aith in Rewelation 5 and fo cannot
be deduced from it. Thus Reafon

befriendf Rel{gian by Iﬁying its cor-

ner ftone.

And the next to this 1s the other
Principle menrtioned.

(I1.) The Diwine Authority of
Scripture.  This alfo 1s to be pro-
wed by Reafon, and only by It. The
great Argument for the truth of
Scripture is the Teftimony of the
Spirit in the Miracles wrought by
Chrift, and his dpoftles. Our Sa-
viour himfelf ufeth this Argument
to gain credit to his Doctrines, Be-

| liewe me for the works fake 5 The

works that 1 do bear teftimony of me;
and. if I bad not done among thew

M 4 thie
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the works that no other man did,
they bad bad no fin, Joh. XV. 24.
And the Apoftles continually urge

that great Miracle, the RefurreStion
of Chrift from the dead for the

convi@ion both of the Fews, and

Gentiles, That he was the Son of
God 3 and his Dollrines true. Now
Miracles are an Argument to our
Reafons, and we reafon from them
thus : Miracles are Gods Seal, and
they are wrought by his Power,
and He is truay and good, and
would not lend thefe to Impoftors
to cheat , and abufe mankind.
Therefore whoever works real Mi-
racles for the confirmation of any
Doétrine, it 1s to be believed that
Heis tanght of God, and Commi(fio-
ned to teach us. And that Chriff,
and his Apoftles did thofe things
which are recerded of them, 1s
matter

|
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i, ] matter of Teftimony ;5 and Reafon
s § clears the walidity of this, by the
ge aggregatiﬂn of multitudes of Cir-
ml  cumftances, which fhew, that the
le§ frft Relators could not be deceived
id§ chemfelves, and would not deceive
of 8 wus 3 nor indeed conld in the main
wf  matters, if they had defigned ic.
i § And the certainty of the conveyance
m§ of thefethingsto s is evinced alfo
W} by aumerons conviClive Reafons :
¥, So that, the matter of fa& 15 f ECHIe 5
Wl and that fuch Dollrines were
w | tanght, asare alcribed to thofe di-
4. | wine perfons ; and thofe perfons
li. | infpired that penned them, are pro-
| ved the fame way : And fo it fol-
w1 lows from the whole, that the Gof-
| pel iz the Word of God; and the
it | Old Teftament is confirmed by that.
1 Thus Reafon proves the Divine
s | Authority of Scripture 5 and thofe
other
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other Arguments that ufe to be
produced for it, from Its flyle,

and Its rnﬁnmce upon the Souls ﬂf

men 5 from the excellency of its de-
fign 5 and the Prowidence of God in
preferving it 5 are of the fame fort,
though not of the fame ftrength.
Reafon then prowves the Scriptures ;
and this only 5 For that they are
from God, is not known immediate-
Iy by fenfe 5 and there is no diftinct
Revelationthat is certain, and infal-
lible to affure us of it 5 and fo Rea-
Jon only remains to demonfirate this
other Fuudamental Article.

Thefe two great Truths, The ex-

iftence of God ; and Authority of

Scripture, are the firft in our Reli-
gion 5 and they are Conclufions of
Reafon, and Foundations of Faith,
Thusbriefly of thofe Principles of
Religion that are Fundamentally
Juch ;5

i
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fuch 5 We have {feen how Reafon
{erves them, by demonftrating their
Truth, and certainty.

I COME now to the SE-
COND fort of Principles, vix.
thofe that are formally fo 5 They
are of two forts, ML and PUre :
The WXt are thofe“that are dif-
covered by Reafon, and declared
by Rewelation alfo 5 and {o are
Principles both of Reafon, and
Faith : Of this kind are the Aitri-
butes of God 5 Moral good, and e-
wil 3 and the Immortality of bu-
mane Souls. The Principles of
pure Faith, are fuch as are known
only by Divine Teftimony , as the
Miraculons Couception, the Incarna-
tion, and the Trinity. The firft
{ort Reafon proves as well as Seri-
pture, this I thew briefly in the al-
ledged inftances. (1.)
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(1.) That the Divine Aptri-
butes are revealed in the Holy Org-
¢les, ’tis clear 5 and they are de-
duced from Reafon alfo ;5 For ’tis
a general Principle of all Mankind,
That God is a Being abfolutely per-
fe¢t 5 And hence Reafon concludes
all the particular Attributes of his
Being 5 fince Wifdom , Goodnefs,
Fower, and the reft are perfetions,
and imply nothing of impzrfeStion,
or defet 5 and therefore ought to
be afcribed to the infinitely perfet
Effence.

- (2.) That there is moral good,
and ewil, is dilcoverable by Rea-

Jon, as well as Scripture, For thefe

are Reafons Maxims 5 That every

thing is made for an end ; and eve-
vy thing is direledto its end by cer-
tain Rules : thefe Rules in Crea-
tures of underftanding, and choice,
are

e R
o b T e g

N e




between ﬁ?ﬂﬁm 7 WReligion. 173

are Laws, and the tran[grefling
thefe, is Vice and Sin.

(3.) The Immortality of our
Souls is plainin Scripture, and Rea-
fon proves it, by fhewing the Spi-
rituality of our natures 3 and that
" it doth from the nature of Senfe
and our perception of [piritual Be-
ings, and Univerfals 5 Of Logi-
cal, Metaphyfical, and Mathematical
Notions 3 From our compounding
Propofitions 5 and drawing Conclu-
fions from them ; From the waft-
nefs, and guicknefs of our Imagi-
nations 3 and Liberty of our Wills,
all which are beyond the powers
of matter, and therefore argue a
Being thatis [piritual, and confe-
quently immortal, which inference,
the Philofophy of Spirits proves.
Alfo, the Moral Arguments of Rea-
fon from the goodnefs of God, and

his
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his ?Hﬁice in diﬂributing rewards

and punifbments ; the nature of

virtue, and tendencies of religions
appetites, conclude, I think, ﬂrang-
Iy, That there is a life after this.
Thus infhort of the Principles, 1

called mixt, which Reafon demon-
[trates.

Thofe of pure Webelation, Rea-
fon cannot prowe them immediate-
Iy 5 noris it to be expected that
it fbould : For they are matters of
Teftimony 5 and we are no more to
look for immediate proof from Rea-
Jon of thofe things, than we are to
expect , that abftralled Reafon
fhould demonfirate, That there is
fuch a place as China 5 or, that
there was {uch a man as Tulins Ce-

far. All that it can do bere, is to

aflerr, and make good the credibi-
lity,

BUT for the other, viz. (IL.)
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lity , and truth of the Teftimonies
that relate fuch matters : and that
it doth in the prefent cale , proving
the Authority of Scripture 5 and
thereby in a remoter way, It demon-
ftrates all the Myfteries of Faith,
which the Diwine Oracles immedi-
ately difcover. And it is no more
dilparagement to our Reafons, that
they cannot evince thofe Sacred
Articles by their own #naided
force, than it is a difgrace unto
them, that they cannot know that
there are {uch things, as Colours,
without the help of our eyes 5 or
that there are Sounds, without the

W facnlty of bearing. And it Rea-

{on muft be called blind upon this
account, becaufe it cannot kz#ow of
@ #t [felf {uch things as belong to
| Teftimony to dilcover ; the beft
| eyes in the world may be fo ac-

counted
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counted alfo, becaufe they are

not [agacious enough to fee founds; |

and the beft Palate dull, and dead,

becaufe it cannot tafte the Sun- :

beams. -

But though I have faid, that
Reafon cannot of it {elf, immediate-
ly prove the truths of pureRevelati-
on 5 Yet (1.) it demonftrates the
divine Anthority of the Teftimony
that declares them ; and that way
prowes even thefe Articles.  If this
be not enough,

I add the fecond Affertion, (IL.)
That Wealon defends all the
Pyftevies of Faith and Weli=
gion : and for this, I muft defire
you to take notice, that there are
two ways, whereby any thing may
be defended, viz. Either (1) By
fhewing the anNEL how the thing
1s 5 or, if that cannot be done, by

fhews
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(hewing (2 ) That it oughrto be

beliehed, though the mannet of

it be not EnoYbn : For inftance,
if any one deniesall {orts of Crea-
tures were in the 4rk, under pre-
tence , that it is impoffible they
fhould be contained within fucha
{pace 5 He that can (hew how ths
might be, by a diftint enumerati-
on of the kinds of Animals, with
due allowance for the unkpown
Species, and a computation of the-
particular capacity of the Ark 5 he
defends the Sacred Hiftory the firft
way : But if another denies the
conwerfion of Aaron’s Rod into a
Serpent,upon the {ame account, of
the unconceivablene(s of the wan-
ner, how it was done 5 this cannot
indeed be defended the former way :
But then it may, by reprefenting

that the power of God is infinite s
N and
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and can eafily do what we cannot
comprebend , how it is effected ;
and that we ought to believe upon
the credit of the Teftimony ( that
being well proved to us) though
the wanner of this miraculons per-
formance, and fuch others as it re-
lates, be unknown. And as it is in
this laft cale, fo it isin all the myfte-
ries of Faith, and Religion 5 Rea-
fon cannot defend them indeed the
firft way : But then it doth the
fecond,by thewing, that the Diine
Nature is infinite , and our Conce-
plaons very fballow, and finite 5 thac
‘tis therefore very anreafonable in
us to indeavour to pry into the
fecrets of his Being, & altions; and
to think chat we can meafure, and
comprebend them : That we know
not the Effence, and ways of acting
of the moft ordinary, and obwiows

things
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things of Nature, & therefore muft
not expect throughly to underftand
the deeper things of God ; That God
hath rewealed cthofe holy Myfleries
unto us 5 and that ’tis the higheft
reafon in the world to believe, Thac
what He [aith 15 true, though we do
not krow how thefe things are.
Thefe are all confiderations of
Reafon, and by the propofal of
them, it {ufficiently defends all the
Myfteries, that can be proved to
be contained in the Sacred Vo-
lume ; and thewsthat they ought
to be receiwed by us, though they
cannot be comprebended.  Thus it
any one fhould ask me, How the
Diwvine Nature is united to the Hu-
mane 2 and declare himfelf un-
willing to believe the Article till
he could be fatished how ; My
anfwer would be in (hort, That I
N 2 can-
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cannot tell 5 and yet I believe it is
fos and he ought to beliewe the
fame, upon the credit of the Teft:-
mony, though we are both ignorant
of the manner. And I would fug-
geft, that we believe innumerable
things upon the ewidence of our
Jenfes, whole nature, and properties
we do not know. How the parts
of matter cobere 5 and how the fonl

is united to the body ; are queftions

we cannot anfwer ; and yet that
{uch things are, we do not doubt :
And why, faith Reafon, thould we
not believe Gods rewelation of

‘things we cannot comprebend ; as

well as we do our fenfes about
matters as little underftood by us ?
"Tis no doubt reafonable that we
fhould, and by proving itis (0, Rea-
{on defends all the Propofitions of
Faith, and Religion. And when
' fome
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fome of Thefeare{aid to be Above

Reafon , no more is meant, than
that Reafon cannot conceive how
thofe things are 5 and in that {enfe
many of the affairs of nature are
abowe it too.

Thus 1 have fhewn how ferwice-
able Reafon is to Religion. 1 am
next to prove,

(11) Lhat Weligion befriends
it : and here I offer fome Teftimo-
aies from the holy Oracles to make
~ that good 5 and in them we (hall
fee, how GOD himfelf, and
CHRIST, and his APOSTLES,
do owne, and ‘acknowledge Rea-
fon.

I confider then that GOD,

If2. x. 18. calls the rebellious
Ifraelites to reafor with him ; Come
now, and let ws reafon together, [aith

the Lord 3 and by Reafon he con-
| N 3 vinceth
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vinceth the people of the vanity of

Idols, Ha.44. 9. And he expofiu-
lates with their Reafons, Ezek. 13,
3t. Whywll ye die, ye houfe of I-
frael 2 And Mich. 6. 3. O my peo-
ple, what hawe I done unto thee ?
And wherein bawve I wearied thee ?
Teﬂgz'c agaiﬁﬁ me. He appeals une
to their Reafons, to judge of his
praﬂeedingf. Ifa. 5. 3. And now,
O inbabitants of Ferufalem, and
wen of Tudab, judge I pray you be-
tween me, and my wineyard 3 are
unot my ways equal 2 and are not your
ways unequal 2 In this he intimates
the competency of their Reafanr to
Juelge of the equity of his ways, and
the miguity of their own.

And OUR SAVIOUR com.-
mands the Difciples of the Phari-
Jees to giwve unto Cefar the things
that are Cafars, and to God the

Ibffrgr
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the things that are Gods 5 implying
the ability of their Reafons to di-
ftinguifh between the things, that
belonged to God, and thofe, that
appertained to Cefar. And bein
divers places argues from the Prin-
ciples, and Topicks of Reafon. From
that which we call, @ majori ad mi-
nus, from the greater to the lefs,
Fobn 13. 14. He (hews it to be the
duty of his Difciples to [erve their
brethren in the meaneft Offices, and
to wafb one anothers feet, becaule
he had wabed theirs, Verf. 14. 1n-
forcing it by this confideration of
Reafon 5 for the Servant is not
greater than bis Lerd; Verf. 16.
and ufeth the fame, Fobn 15. 20.
to fhew, that they muft expect per-
fecution, becaufe He, their Lord,
was perfecuted. And Luke 12.23.
He endeavours to take them off

N 4 from
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from carking care and folicitude a-
bout meat and raiment, by this con-
frderation from Reafon, that the life
is more than meat, and the body than
raiment intimaring that God ha.—
ving given them the greater, there
was no doube, but he would be-
{ftow the /lefs, which was neceffary
for the prefervation of that. To
thefe inftances 1 add fome few
from the Topick a minori ad ma-
J#s, fromthe lefs to the greater, in
the argnings of our Sawionr. Thus
Mat. 7. v1. If ye being ewil know
how to give gﬂ.::ld g{fr,r to your chil-
dreny how much more [hall your Fa-
ther which is in Heawven give good
things to thofe that ask him 2 The
oground of the Confequence 1s this
Principle of Reafon, That God is
" wore benigne, and gracions thau the
tendereft, and wmoft affelionate of

ony
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our earthly Parents. So Luke12.
24. He argnes, that God will pro-
vide for Uy, becaufe he doth for
the Rawens , {ince we are beiter
than they 5 How wmuch more are ye
better than the fowls 2 Which ar-
guing fuppofeth this Principle of

- Reafon, that that wildom, and

goodnefs which are indulgent to
the @iler Creatures,will not negle&

.} the more excellent. He proceeds

further in the {fame Argument by
the confideration of Gods cloathing
the Lillies, and makes the l:ke infe-
rence from it, Verl. 28. If God fo
cloath the graf3, bow much more will
be cloath you 2 And Mat. 12. He
reafons that it was lawful for him
to beal on the Sabbath day, from
the confideration of the general
mercy that is due even to brute

f | Creatures 5 What man fball there

¥

be




: 6 The F riendly Agreement

be among you that [ball hawve one
fLeep, and if it fall into a pit on the
Sabbath day,will e not lay bold of it,
to lift it ont 2 How wnch more rbeu
is aman better than a [heep ¢ Verf.
12. Thus our Saviour uled Argu-
ments of Reafon.

And the APOSTLES did
fo very frequently. S. Panl dil-
proves Idolatry this way , A&s17.
29. Forafnmch then as we are the
Off-fpring of God, we onght not to
think, that the Godbead is like unto
gold, or filver, or flone graven by
Art.  And the fame Apofile proyes
the Refurrettion of the Dead by the
mention of {even grols abfurdities
that would follow the denial of it,
1 Cor. 1. 15. viz. If the dead rife
not , Then 1. Chrift is not rifen,
And then 2. onr Preaching is wvdin,
and we falfe Apoftles 5 And if fo,

3. your
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3. your F aith is wain 3 And then
4. you are not juftified , but are in
your fins 5 And bence it will fol-
low g. That thofe that are depart-

.} ed in the fame Faith are perifbed 5
i § Aud then 6. Faith in Chrift profits

only in thislife 5 And if fo, 7. we

L} are of all men the moft miferable,

Becaule we [uffer all things for this

N Fuaith ; FromVerf[. 14.tover[.19s

| And the whole Chapter containz
. Philofophical Reafoning cither to
| prove, or illuftrate the Refurrecti-
on ; or to fhew the difference of
| glorified bodies, from thefe. And
S. Peter, in his fecond Epiftle,
| Chap. 2. fhews, that fruful wmen

1§ muft expe& to be punifbed , be-

caufe God [pared not the Angels

iy that fell. Inftances in this cale,

are endlefs; thefe may [uffice. And
thus of the Second thing allo
| which
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which I propofed to make good,
viz. That Religion is friendly to
Reafon, and that appears, in that
God bimfelf, onr Savionr, and bis
Apoftles owne it ; and ufe Argu-
ments from it, even in affairs of

Faith and Religion.

BUT Scripture, the Rule of
Faith is pretended againft it 5 and
other Confidevations alfo : Thefe
therefore come next to be confide-
red; and the dealing with thofe
pretenfions was the

(IIL.) General 1 propofed to
difcufs.

AS for Arguments from Seri-
pture againit the ufe of Reafon, *Tis
alledged (1.) From 1 Cor. 1. where
"tis {aid, That God will deftroy the
wifdom of the wife, verf.19. And’
tve world by wifdoms knew not God,
| verl.
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verl., 21. And not many wife nmen
after the flefb are called, verl. 26.
And God chofe the foolifb things of
this world to confound the wife, verf.
27. By which Expreflions, of wi/-
dom and wife, ’tis prefumed that
Humane Reafon, and rational men,
| are meant. Butthefe Interpreters
miftake the matter much, and as
they are wont to do, pat arbifrary
Interpretations upon Scripture ,
without ground. For by Wifdom
_here , there is no caufe to under-
. ftand the Resfon of men; but ra-
' ther the Traditions of the Fews ;
the Pbhilofophy of the difputing

| Greeks 3 and the worldly Policy of

the Romans, who were the “Agxorrsc
& wave-, The Rulers of that World.
| That the Fewi/b learning 1n theic
Law is meant , the Apofile inti-
mates, when he asks in a way of

| Chal-
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Challenge, werf. 20. Where is the
Scribe 2 And the word resuusress
fignifies one that wasskill’d in cheic
Laws, and Cuftoms. And that the
Philofophy of the Greeks is to be

underftood likewife , we have

ground to believe from the other

queftion inthe fame verle 3 Where

is the Difputer of this World 2 °

Which, though fome refer, to the
Dottors among the Fewsalfo , yet
I humbly think, it may more pro-

perly be underftood of the Philo-
fopbers among the Grecians ;3 For =

the Apoltle writes to Greeks, and
their Philofophy was notorionfly con-

tentions. And laftly, that the world-

ly Policies of the Romans are in-

cluded alfo, in this Wifdom of this

World , which the Apolile vilifies,
there 1s caule to think from the

fixth werfe of the Jecond Cbap!er,-' |

where
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where he {aith, He [pake not inthe
Wifdow of the Princes of this
World ; And ’tis well known that
Policy was their moft walued Wif-
dom 5 Tn regere imperio---- To go-
wern the Nations, and promote the
grandenr of their Empire, was the
great defign, and fiudy of thofe
Princes of this World. Now all
thefe the Apolile {ets at nought,
in the beginning of this Epifile 5
Becaule they were very oppofite
to the fimplicity, and holinefs, [elf-
denial, and meekne[s of the Gofpel.
But what is this to the difadvan-
tage of Reafon, to which indeed
thofe {orts of Wifdvm are as contra-
ry, as they are to Reliozon ¢ And
by this I am enabled,

(2.) To meetanother Chjeliion
urged from 1 Cor. 2.14. But the
patnral man receiveth not tlethings

of
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of the Spirit of God, for they are

foolifbne[s unto bim 5 neither can he
know ihem ; becanfe they are [piri-
tually difcerned. Hence the En-
thofiaft argues the Uniwverfal inas
bility of Reafon in things of Reli-

gion 5 and its Antipathy to them. -

Whereas I can apprehend no more
to be meant by the words, than
thisy vix. That fuch kind of natu-
ral men as thole Scribes, and Dif-
putersyand Politicians, having their
minds depraved , and prepoffefs’d
with their own wildom, were in-
difpofed to receive this, that was
fo contrary unto it. And they
could not know thofe things of
God, becaufe they were [piritual,
and {o would require a mind that
was of a pure, and f pirirua! f rame,
wi. free from that earthly Wifdom
of all forts, which counts thofe
things
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thmgs foolifbnefs 5 and which by
God is counted fo ic {elf. 1 Cor.

. 19. which place |

( .) ks vfed as another Scris
pture againft Realon. The Wif-
dom of this World is foolifbnefs with
God : But it can fignifie nothing
to that purpofe, to one, that un-
derftands, and confiders the Apo-
ftles meaning. What is meant by
the Wifdom of this World here, X
have declared already ; And by
the former part of my Difcour(e it
appears, that whatever s to be uns
derftood by it, our Reafon cannot ;
fince that either POVESy or D=
fendsall che Articles of Religion. .

(4.) And when the fame Apo:

ftle elfewhere, wi%. 2 Cor. 1. 12.

{aith, thac They bad not their con=
verfation in flefbly wifdom 5 we.

cannot think he. meant bumaue
O Rea-
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Reafon by that 5 Reafon diretts us
to live in fimplicity, and godly fen-
cerity, which he oppofeth to a life
in flefbly wifdom. By this there-
fore, no doubt, he means the Rea-
fon of our Appetites, and Paffrons,
which is but fenfe and iwagination
( for thefe blind guides are the di-
reStors of the Wicked ) but not the
Reafon of our wminds, which is one
of thofe lights that illuminate the
Confciences of good men, and help

to guzd:. their actions. And Where.. -

as ‘tis objected,
(5.) From Col. 2. 8. Beware l¢ft

any [poil you through Philofophy. 13
anfwer , there is nothing can be ¢
made of that neither, for the dif-
grace of Reafon 5 for the Philofo- 3
pb_'y the Apoltle cautions againft, °
is the fame which he warns Timo-
thy of, v Tim, 1, 4. Neither giwe

beed
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heed to Fables and endlefs Genealo-

gies that minifter Queftions ; cal-
ling thefe, propbane,and wain bab-
lings , and oppofitions of Science
falfely focalled, 1 Tim. 6. 20. By
all which, learned Interpreters un-
derfland the pretended knowledge,
of which the Gnofticks boafied ,
which confifted in the fabulons pe-
digrees of the Gods under the name
of Aones 5 and it may be the Ge-
pealogies of which the Fews were
{o fond, and the difputing Philofv-
phy among the Greeks, which was
properly, Scicuce falfely fo called,
and did minifter Queftions, and
endlefs firife 5 1fay ’tis very pro-
bable thefe might be comprehend-
ed alfo : But Reafon is no other-
wife concerned in all 1kis, but as
condemning , and reprowing thele

dangerous follies. e A
Oz THUS
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THUS we {ee the preten{ions
from Seeipture againflt Reafon
are wain. But there are Offjer

Confiderations by whichic ufech
to be impugned, as,

(1.) OUR Reafon is cO¥IL-
P8, and therefore is not fit to med.-
dlein [piritnal matters.

To this I{ay, That Reafon, az it
is taken for the faculty of under-
ftanding, 1s very much weakened,
and inrpaired 5 It {ees but little, and
that very dully , through a glafs
darkly, as the Apolftlefaith, 1 Cor.
13.° And 1t is very liable to be
mifled by ouc fenfes, and affefi-
ons , and witerefts, and imaginati-
ons 5 fo that we many. times min-
gle errors, and falfe conceits with
the genuine diftates of our minds,

and appeal to thew, as the Princi-

ples
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ples of Truth, and Reafon, when
they are but the wain Images of
our Phanfies, or the falfe Concln-
fions of ignorance, and miftake. If
this be meant by the corruption of
Reafon, 1 grantit ; and all that
can be inferred from it will be 3
That we onght not to betoo bold, and
peremplory in defining [peenlative,
and difficult matters 5 ef pecially not
thofe , that relate to Religion, nor
fet our Reafonings againft the Do-
Grines of Faith and Revelation.
But this is nothing to the dilrepu-
tation of Reafon in the objelt, wix.
Thole Principles of Truth which
are written upon our Souls 5 ot
any Conclufions that are deduced
from them : Thefe are the fame
that they ewer were, though we
difcern them not [o clearly as the
Tnnocent ftate did : They may be
T 2L B " wmifta-
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::*:.f_,i"f'.?fgpf.?} but cannot be ﬂﬂrrnpfed-
And as our underftandings, by rea-
{on of theivweaknefs, and liablene s
to erior, may take falfboods for
ome of ihofe 5 . or infer falfely
rom thofe that are traly fuch 5 fo
we know, they do the {fame by the
Seriptures themfelves, @iz, they
very olten wif-interpret, and very
oftenn draw perwverfe conclufions
from them ; And yet we f{ay net,
That the Word of God is corrupted,
nor is the u#fe of Scripiure decryed
becaufe of thofe abufes. But here
advantage will be taken to obje@
again,

(2.) That fince our natural un-
derflandings ave [0 weak , and fo
liable to miftake, they ounght not to be
sfed in the affairs of Religion 5 and
twill frgnifie little to us that there
arecertain Frinciples of ctérnal Rea-

ﬁ,’”}
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fon, if we either perceive them not,
or cannot ufe them.

To this 1 anfwer, Thatif on this
account we muft renounce the nfe
of our natural underftandings,
Seripture will be ufelefs tous alfo 5
For how can we know the meaning
of the words that exprefs Gods
mind unto us 2 How can we com-
pare one Scripture with another ?
How can we draw any Confequence
from it 2 How apply General Pro-

fitions to our own. particular
cafes ? How tell what is to be ta-
ken in the Lerter 3 what in the
Myftery , what plainly 5 what in a
Figure ¢ What according to ik,
and rigorows truth ¢ What by way
of aceommodation to our appreben-
frons ¢ I fay, without the exercile
of our wnderftandings , wfing the
Principles of Reafon, none of thefe

| O 4 | can
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can be done, and without then
Scripture will fignifie either 0.
thing at all, or very litle, to us. B
And what' can Religion get this §io
way ? This inference therefore is 8 I
abfurd, and impions.  All thatcan 1l
juftly be concluded from the i
weakne/s of our :ma'e:ﬁmrdmg.r,will the
be what I intimated before, that { dl
we ought to #fe them with modefty, | i
and cantion 5 not thar we fhould be
venounce them. He isa mad-man, fil
who, becaufe hiseyes are dine, will | o

ther, '
:_ (3-) That which men call Rea- | §.

forisin ﬁffffff}r various, and that is
reafonable 10 one, which is very ir-
vational 10 another 5 Therefore Reg-
fonis not to be beard. * And, I fay,
Interpretations of Scripture are in-

fenitely

it
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fenitely varions, and one calls that
St:riprur:rl, which another calls He-
retical 5 Shall we conclude there-
fore, That Scripture is not 1o be
bheard ? Reaf&n in it {elf, s tbeﬁﬂﬁe
all the World over, though mens
apprebenfions of it are warions, as

 the light of the Sun is one, though

colours, its reflexes, are infinite,
And where this is, it ought not to
be denied, becaunle folfies , and

falfboods pretend relation to it ;

or call themfelves by that name. If
Jo, farewel Religion too. :

But (4.) 'Tis Socinianifm to
plead for Reafon in the affairs of
Eaith, and Religion.

And I anfwer, "Tis.grofs Phana-
tici[m to plead againft ic.7 his name
1s properly applicable to the enemies
of Reafon 5 But the other of Soci-
nianifm is groundlefly applied to
| AN ' the(e
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thofe that undertake for it 5 and it
abfurdly {uppoleth that Socinians
are the only rational men ; when
asdivers of their Dolrines, fuch
as, The Slecp, and natural nortali-
ty of the Soxl, and utter extintlion,
and annibilation of the wicked af-
ter the day of 7udgmem, are very
obwoxions to Philefophy, and Rea-
fon. And the Socinians can never
be confuted intheir other opinions
without ufing Resfor to maintain
the fenfe, and interpretation of
thole Secriptires that are alledged
apainft them. ’Tis an eafre thing,
we know, to give an #gly name to
any thing we diflike ; and by this
way the moft excellent, and facred
things have been made contempti-
ble, and wile. T wilh {uch hafly
Cenfurers would confider before
they call names 5 No truth 15 the

worfe,
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 proved by my whole Difcourfe :
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worfe, becanfe rafb ignorance hath
thrown dirt wpon it. 1 need fay no

Thofle thac alledge Atheifin, and
tendency to Infidelity againft the re- l

Which fhews that the enemies of
Reafon moft ufually {erve the ends
of the Infidel , and the Atheift 5
when as a due ufe of It, deftroys
the pretenfions of both.

C OME now (IV.) totheIn-
ferences that may be raifed
from the whole.

1. 3Reafon iS cerfain, andin-
faliible ; This follows from the
ftate I gave of the wature, and no-
tion of Reafon in the beginning.
It confifts in Farft Principles, and
S | the
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the Conclufions that are railed from
theus, and the obfervations of [fenfe.
Now _ﬁrﬂ f’ri}fripfﬁ are certain, or
nothing can be fo ; for every pif-
fible Conclufion muft be drawn from
ﬂmﬁ, or by their help, and cv{:r}?
Article of Faith [uppofeth them.
And for the Propofitions that arile
from thofe certain Principles, they
are certain likewile 5 For nothing
cin follow from truth, but truth
in the longeft [eries of dedultion. 1f
error crecp in, there is #ll confe-
guence in the cafe. And the fort
of Conclufions that arile from the
obfervations of fenfe, if the f[enfe
be rightly circumftantiated, and the
zuference rightly made, are certain
allo. For if our fenfes in all thex
due circumflances deceive us, All is
a delufion, and we are {ure of no-
thing : But we know that firft

BT e Prin-
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| Princip!e.r are certain, and that onr
Jenfes do not deceive us, becaufe
God, that beftowed them upon us,
1strue, and good. And we are as
much affured that whatever we
duely conclude from either of thess,
15 a5 certain, becaule whatever s
drawn from any Principle, was ver-
tually contained in it.

(2.) linfer, LHat Wealon is,
in a [enfe, t1ie W00 Of BGOD,222.
that , which he bath written upon
our mindsy and bearts 5 as Scripture
15 thar, which is written in a Book.
The former is the Word, whereby
he hath (poken to all Mankind;
the latrer is that , whereby he hath
declared his Will to the Chaurch,
and his peculiar people.. Reafon is
that Candle of the Lord y of which
Solomon [peaks, Prov. 20.27. Thae
light, whereby Chrift bath enlighs-

wed
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ned every one that cometh into the
world, John 1. 9. And, that Law
whereby the Confciences of the Hea-
then either accufe, or excufe one anoe
ther, Rom. 2. 15. So that Hzero-
cles fpoke well , when he faid,
To ogla Abye weidedt » Cso wavrly &4 3 To
be per(waded by God and right Rea-
fon is one and the [ame thing. And
Luther called Philofopby, within
its own bounds, Tbe Truth of
God.

(3.) The belief of our Wea-
fons is an exexcife of Faith, and
Foueh isan act of Wealow ; The |

former partis clear , from the laft
particular , and we believe our

Reafons , becaule we have them ¥
from God, who cannot miftake,and =
will not dece:'*zze. So that relying =
on them, in things clearly perceived, |

is trauft in Gods wram}, and good-
nefs,
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nefS,and that is an exercife of Faith-
Thus Luke 12. The not belief of
Reafon , that {uggefts from Gods
cloathing the er!ff;, that He will
prawrdc for s, 1s made by sur Sa-
viour, a defest of Faith, vcrf 2%.

O ye of little Faith ) And for the
other part, that Faith is an 4% of
Reafon , thac 1s evident alfo For,

"Lis the bigheft Reafon to belicve in

God revealing.

(4) 3Ro Pancipic of Reafon
congraies anyActiclesof Faith.

This follows upon the whole.
Faith befriends Reafon 3 and Rea-
Jon [erwes Religion, and therefore
They canuor clath. They are both
certain, both the truths of Gid ; and
one truth doth not imterfere with
anot ber, T arnbé wavra quuid'et 14 mrdp X7,
{aith Ariftotle, Truth agrees with all
things that are.  \Vhatfoever con-

traditts
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sradi&s Faith, is oppofite to Keas
for 5 for s a fundamental Prin-
ciple of that, ThatG od is to be be=
Jieved. - Indeed fometimes there
isa feeming contradition between
¢them 3 Bar then, eicher fomething
3s taken for Faith, that is but
Phasfie 5 or fomething for Reas-

 fom, that 1s but Sopbifiry 5 or the

fuppofed contradilion 15 an error,
and aﬂeﬁake.

(s-) @ihen any thing 1S Pe-
tended From RWealon, aguinita:
ny Asticte of Faith , We ougye
nof £o ot the knot, by Denying
Realon ; but endeabout o un-
gye it by anlivering the 2Argu-
ment, AD’€S covtain € may be
famdly anfibered, For all Here-
ticks asgue cither from falfe Prin-
ciples, ox fallacion(ly conclude from

trie ones = So that our Faith'isito
| be

gain
firer
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be defended, not by declaiming a-
gainft Reafon in fucha cafe (which
firengthens the enemy, and, to the
great prejudice of Religion, allows
Reafon on his fide) But we muft
endeavour to defend it, cither by
difcovering the falfbood of the
Principles he ufeth in the name of
Reafon 5 or the ill confequence,
which he calls, proof.

(6.) Tbhen any thing is of=
feved usfor an Acticle of Faith
that feems to contraniceIReaton,
e oughe to {ee that theve be
good caule to belicbe that this is
Dibinely vevealed , and in the

fenfe propounded, If it be, we
may be affured from the former

Aphorifins, that the contradiction is
but an appearance 5 and it may be
difcowered to be fo. But if the

contradiShion be real, This can be
P no
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no Article of Rewelation , or the

Rewelation hath not this fenfe. For
God cannot be the Author of Con- 2
tradiftions ; and we have {een that

Reafon, as well as Faith, is bis. |

mean , the Principles of Natural _;_
Truth, as well as thofe of Rewelati-

0. 15 lidnrayd ragavii 7o danitss faith
Ariftorle, Truth is throughont con-
trary to falfbood 5 and what is true

In Divinity , cannot be falfe in |

Reafon. “Tis {aid indeed in the
Talsiud, 1f two Rabbins differ in
Cmﬁradfﬁfnrier, yet both have their
Opintons from Mofes, and from
God.  But we are not obliged to
fucha non-fenfical kind of Faith 5
And ought not to reccive any
thing az an drticle in a fenfe, that
palpably contradiSts Reafon |, no
more than we may receive any in a
Jenfe that contradiCls other Seri-

PIEI'EJ’.
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ptures. Faith, and Reafon accord
as well as the O/d Teftament, and
the New ; and the Analogy of Rea-
Jon is to be heeded alfo, becaufe
even that 1s Diwine and Sacred.

(7) 3Chere 18 nothing that

-8 God Hath rebealed, to oblige our
| Faith,but he hath mben us vea:

- fon to beliche that he bath ves

o bealed it For chough the thing -

be never {o clearly told me, If L
| have not reafon to think, that God

08l is the Rewealer of what is (o decla-

| red, I am not bound to belieye,
| except there be ewidence in the
| thing it {clf. For ’tis not Faith,
§ bac @ain credulity to believe every
' thing that pretends to be from God.
. So that we ought to ask our felves
| a Reafon, why we believe the Seri- -
| pture to be the Rewvelation of Gods

| Will, and ought not to aflent to

P 2 any
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any fenfe put upon it, till we have

bis mind ? 1{ay, we muft have |

gronnd, either from our particular
Reafons , or the Authority of the
Church; otherwile our Faith is

wain credulity, and not Faith in

God.
(8.) A man may hold an cx-

goneous opinion from & mifta-

o arc

ken {enfe of Scripture, and deny
Whatisthe truth of the propoli-

gion, and What is the vght
meaning of the Lert ; and yet

not etee inFaith, For Faith is |
belief of God revealing : And if |

o

God have not [o revealed this, or
that, as to give us certain ground
tobeliese this to;be bis fenfe | he

hath not fufficiently revealed it to
oblige our Faith. So that, though =
I deny fuch, or fuch a fenfe, while

[ I}
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I belseve , it is not from God 5 his
weracity, and Authority is not con-
cerned, fince I am rezdy however
to give a chearful aflent to what-
ever is clearly, and fufficiently re-
vealed. This Propofition tollows
from the former, and muft be un-
derftood only of thole Docirines
that are difficult, and obfcurely de-
| livered : And that many things
are fo delivered in Scripture, is
certain 5 For fome are only hinted,
| and {poken occafionally 5 fome fi-
| guratively,; and by way of Parable,

'8 and Allegory ; fome according to
8 mens conceptions 5 and {ome in

ambiguons, and Enigmatical Phra-
fes 5 which obfcurities may occa-
fion miftake in thofe, whoare very
ready to believe whatever God
. faith ; and whenthey do, I fhou!d

*1 be loth to fay that {uch erre in
: P 3 Faiths
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Faith 3 Though thefe that wreft

plain Texts to a compliance with =

theic interefts , and their lufts
Though their affeCtions may bring
their judgments to vote with them

yet theirs 15 error in Faith witha

witne(s 3 and capable of no bene-
ﬁt ft‘ﬂm this Prnp;;nﬁffan.

(9.) FPn fearching after the
{inle of Scvipture Yoe ought to
confult the Panciples of Wea-

fou, as Yue Do other Scriptures,

For we have fhewn, That Reafon 13

another part of Gods Word: = And
though the Scripture be fufficient
to Its end, yet Reafon muft be pre-
[uppofed unto It 5 for without thss,
Scriprure cannot be #fed , nor
compared,. nor applied., nor under-

ftood.
(10.) Ahe effentials of We-
ligion ave fo plainiy tcbca})m,
| fpat

e e T ey

ol
not
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df  thatnoman canmils them, that
th not & wighty cozrupt bias
in His Will and affections o in-

gk fatuate- and blind His undey-

ftanding. Thofe Effentials are
contained in the DecAlogiie and
the @D : Many [peculative re-
| woter Dolrines may be true, but
not Fundamental. For’tis not a-
greeable to the goodnefs, or juftice
of God,that mens eternal interefts
fhould depend upon things that

s are difficult to be underftood, and

wll eafily miftaken. ¥fthey did ; No
! man could be fecure, but that, do
what he could, he fthould perifh

o | everlaftingly for not believing 5 or

| beliewing amif§ fome of thofe diffi-

& cult points, that are {uppofed me-

ceffary to [alvation 5 and all thofe

.4 that are igworant, and of weak un-

derftanding, muft perifh without
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help, or they muft be faved by
fmp!fﬂit Faith in nﬂl{‘nown Funda-
mentals. .

THESE are fome Propofitions
that follow from my Difconrfe,
and from one another. The better
they are confidered, the more their
force will be perceived 3 and I
think they may ferve for many very
confiderable purpofes of Religion,
Charity, and the peace of mankind.

/A ND now give me leave to
| {peak a word to Yor ;, my
Brethren of the CLERGY,
(Thofe, I mean of the Younger fore,
for I fhall not prefume to teach my
Elders.) You have heard, no
doubt, frequent, and earucft decla-
mations againft Reafon, during
the years of your Education , and
Youth, we know, reccives impre/-
frons
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fions cafily 5 And I fhall not won-
der ifyou have been poffefied wich
very hardtheughts of this pretend-
ed terrible enemy of Faith , and
Religion : Butdid you ever confi-
der deeply fince, what ends of Re-
ligion, or Sobriety, {uch wehement
defamations of our faculties conld
ferve 2 And what Ends of a Party
they did ¢ 1 hope thefe things you
have pondered, as you onght, and
dilcern the confequent mifchiefs :
But yet I fhall beg leavetorefre/b
your thoughts with fome Confide=
- gations of che Dangerous ten-
pencies and iffues of {uch Preach-
ments. .

(1.) To difclaim Reafon, a5 an
Eneimy to Religion, tends to the in-
troduction of Atheifm, Infidelity,
avd Scepticifmn 5 and bath already
bronght in a flood of thefe npon us.

For
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For what advantage can the Atheift,
and Infidel expect greater, than
this, That Reafon is againft Religi-
on 2 What do they pretend 2 What

_canthey propofe more 2 If fo, there

will be #o preving, That there is
a God 5 ory That the Seripture 1s
tis Word ; and then we believe
gratis 5 and our Faith hangs upon
bumounr, and imagination ; and that
Religion that depends upon awarm

Phanfie, an #ngrounded belief ,,

ftands but, till a difesfe, or a new

conceit alter the Scene of imagina-

tion 3 and then down falls the
Caftle whole foundation wasin the
Air. "Twas the charge of Fulian
the Apoftate againft the Primitive
Chriftians 5 sy < 23 sicouror 155 Sueris
e85 copless, 1 hat their wifdom was to
beliewe 5 asif they had no ground
for their Faith. And thofe that

o renounce,
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renounce, and decry Reafon, jufti-

e Fulian in his charge.. Thus
Rehgmn will have no bottows , but
the Phanﬁe of every one that pro-
fefleth it 3 and how warions, and
inconftant a thing Imagination is,
every man knows. Thefe are the
Confequences of the defamations
of Reafon, on the pretended ac-
count of Religion ; and we have
feen, in mulutudes of deplorable
Inftances, That they follow in pre-
Ctice, as well as reafoning. Men
of corrupt inclinations, (ufpedt that
there is No Reafon for our Faith,

- and Religion, and ﬁr are upon the

borders of quitting it 5 And the
Enthufiaft, that pretends to know
Religion beft, tells them, that thele
Sufpicions are wery true 3 and

thence the Debanchee gladly makes

the defperate Conclufion. And
when




220  The Friendly Agreement

when others al{o hear Reafon difpa-
vaged as wwcertain, wariows, and
fallacions, they deny all credit to
their Faculties, and become con-
founded Scepticks, that fettle in
nothing. This I take to have been
one of the greateft, and moft dead-
Iy occafion of the Atheifm of our
days ;5 and he that hath reje&ed
Reafon, may be one when be plea-
feth, and cannot reprehend, or
reduce any one, that is [o alrea-
dy.
}’( 2.) The Denial of Reafon in
Religion bath been the principal En-
gine,that Hereticks, and Ewntbufiafts
bawve nfed againft the Faith 5 and
that which lays us open to infinite
follies, and impoftures. - Thus the
Arrians quarrelled with suensie,be-
caufe it was deduced by confe-
quence, but not expreffed in Scri-
pture.

e D = T — s Y s, S — s T — Sl s
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pture. The Apollinarifts would
by no means allow of Reafor ; And
St. Auftin {aith of the Donatifts,
that they did calumniate, and decry
It,to raife prejudice againft the Ca=
tholick Faith 5 and elfewhere, Do-
lores weftri Hominem dialeSticum
fugtmdum potins y & cavendnm,
guam refellendum cenfuerunt. The
Vbiguitarians defend their Errors,
by denying the judgment of Rea-
fon 5 and the Macedonians would
not have the Deity of the Holy
Ghoft proved by Confequence. The
later Enthufiafts in Germany, and
other places, fet up lond, and ve-
hement out-crys again{t Reafon ;
and the Lunaticks among us, (that
agree in nothing elfe) do yet [weet-
ly accord in oppoling this Carnal
Reafon 5 and this indeed is their
common Interelt. The impoftures

of
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of mens Phanfies muft not be feen
in too much light 5 and we cannot
dream, withour eyes open. Reafon
would difcover the nakednefs of
Sacred Whimfies 5 and the wanity
of myfterions non-[enfe ; This would
difparage the darlings of the brain,
and cool the pleafant heats of kind-
led Imagination = And therefore
Reafon muft be decryed, becaufe
an enemy to madnefS; and Fhanfre
fet up, under the Notion of Faith,
and Infpiration. Hence men had
got the trick , to call every thing
that was Confequent, and Reafona-
ble , Vain Philofophy 5 and every
thing that was Sober, Carnal Rea-
foning. Religion is {et {o far abowve
Reafon, that at length it is put be-
yond Sobriety, and Senfe 5 and
then "twas ﬁt to be believed, when
‘twas impolfible to be proved, or

nnder-

(i

!
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underftood. The way to bea Chri-
JHianis firft to be a Brute: and to be
a true Believer, in this Divinity, is
to be fit for Bedlum. Men have
been taught to put out their eyes,
that they might fee ; and to bood-
wink themf(elves, that they might
awvoidthe Precipices. Thus have
all extravagancies been brought in-
to Religion beyond the Imagina-
tions of a Fewer, and the Conceits
of Midnight : Whatever is phan-
cied, is certain; and whatever is
webement, is Sacred ; every thing
muft be beliewed, that is dream’d ;
and every thing that is abfurd, is a
Myftery. And by this way, men
in our dayshave been prepared to
{fwallow ewery thing, buc what is
fober : whatever is wild, will be
Juck'd in, like the Air 5 but what
15 reafonable, will be fled like E;er-

108,
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Sion.  Sothat if aman would ré-
commend any thing, for his"life,
to thofe enemies of Reafon, it muft
be fome ‘odd non-fenfe ; in"the
cloathing of Imaginationy ‘and he
that can be the Adthor of a new
kind of madnefs, (hall lead'a Party.
Thus hath Religron; by the dif=
paragement of Reafon, been made
a medley of Phantaftick trafhiy fpis

ritualized into'an beap of wapours,

and formedinto a Caftle of Clonds 5" |

and expofed to ‘every wind of bis-
monr, and Imagination.

(3.) B}f the fame way great ‘ad-

vantage is given to.the Charch of

Romes Which thofe of that Pro-
feflion 'know very well ;5 and

therefore -« Perronins'," Gonterius'y

Arnoldus, Veronins, and other Je-
{uits, have londly declaimed againft

Reafon 5 and the {aft mentioned,
: Vero-
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Veronius ; prefented the World
with a Method to overthrow Here~
ticks, (meaning thofe of the Pro-
teftant Faith) which promifed more
than ordinary ; And that was, to
deny, and renounce all Principles
of Reafon in affaics of Faith abfo~
Iutely , and roundly; and not to
vouchfafe an Anfwer to any Argu-
ment agaiodt Tranfubftantiation, or
any other Article of their new
Faith 5 but point-blank to deny
Whatever Reafon {aith, in {fuch mat-
ters. And he affirms that even
thele Principles of Reafon, viz.
Non entis non funt Attvibuta 5 af
omne quod eft, quando eft, neceffe
¢ft effe 5 and fuch like which are
the foundations of all reafoning, are
dangerous to the Catholick Faith ;
& therefore not tobheeded. This
man {peaks ont, and affirms dire&-

Q. Iji
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y} and Baldly, what the other ene-
mies' of 'Reafon imply'; 'but will
not owne. . This'is a Methodto de-
ftroy Hereticks iti earneft 5" but the
milchiefis', ' all' Chriftians , ‘and all
other Religions, "and zll other rea-
fonings are ' cut off 'by thé fame
Sword. "This Baok and Method
of Veronins was kindly received
by the Pope , "priviledged by the
King of Spain,’ approved by Car-
dnm!r Archbifbops, Bifhops , and
all the Gallick Clergy, as fahd and

for theé adwvantage  of Sa;rl.r_ 5. and

the Sorfone Doliors gave it their
approbation’, and fecommended it
as'the only way o' confute Here=
ticks.” “Did thefektiow what'they
mwmmendcd ¢ And' did thf}f

thiok we, underftand the Iﬂrfreﬂ of
thé' Rowian' Church 2" 1f Jo, we
lundl}f &rve thc:r chs, and” pm-
mote
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mort‘ their De {1gns in, the way ;
Whl(‘l’* tht} account beft, while we
vilifie .. and d:lparaae Keafan e If
Ahis be renonnced in matters. of
Re f:ﬂsz with' what face can we
uli'e it agum& the Dolirine of Tran-
fwéﬁwnuuuﬂ orany otherPoints
()E the Komarn: Creed ¢ Would -it
net b bis n,!eﬁ and itreproveable
foras to oive up our underltand-
mw: "“"P!"‘ ::!p to the Diftares, and.
L» Jar Ations of that Church 2 Ma}f
we not, follew bliidly whateyer
I;hc Infall:ble Maszat Kmne aad his
gauw,h ,fav ? And wou]d it_not
¢ vain, felf-contradittion to fe
Argumemx agamﬁ their, Decrees,
though they are never {o unreafon-
gble Or to alledge Cﬂﬁfegrffﬂfc.r
frnr_n SEFIP!H?'E agamﬁ any. of thflr
Articles, though never {o contrary
to, !:he Holy Oraclés ¢ How eafily

& 2 - may
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may They rcjdj’h,"wh'éﬁ we dff ate

Keafip, and by Corfeqnvitces's B

We' perfedtly difible, " or Pro(ly

it X6 beDeard agaisft s
Buit T ity apaint the Chiireh of

1

againft them' ;5 Youargue’ ftom

Reafonis dull )\ and carnal, ahd dh
eienty'to the' thirlgs of the "Spiy'ip,
and ‘not ‘to “be heard ‘in the’ falriir
mateers’ Of Religior e “And Whae
can'we"fay mexr, if we cOnEht T

the Accufation ? Ifay,by this Wy,

<contradict our felves in’ moft! o
our' Dilptes dgaiift ' cheé "R
nifts’d  And we drd” very dsﬁi é! -
mioxs infour dealings; while'we life
Reafon againft thén, and détly T,
Wheil "tis urged dgaidft otir (€10
By ahotber fore"of" AdoEifaricd s
which iniplics, dad Whed @ ay,
Reafonisshe 165 beard, ‘we'thean,

TeM . has Aasaaings 4 elvagond o6
Rowé's Ot qny othiel'te atiappun
3 K} v, by

e = ]| p—" | rRveeege e - e
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by It Thus, 1 fay; our. denying
K ﬁm in R.cl:gwn 15 e:tﬁer yery
/ ugr:aurﬁm, and. partml 5 Ofy, 'tis
2 d;rf:& yreldmg up eur Iclyg:s to

. enemies , and darﬂg that. our
E:lv”es, whu:h i3 the only thing:
hey defore, to #ndo us, and to.pro-

'“H.-l

Emtc I:helr own iuterefts upon onr
HiHES:

ﬂ And thua, my Brelbrezr, I have
3 );epgﬁfented {ome of the ﬂuﬁcb:qfr,
dmt an[‘e frﬂm the dlfparagemeqt
Of B.eqf an s and ;hey are grmt Ones,
and big of many, others, and [uch,
a;s are, deﬂru&wq to all.Gowvern-
went, and all the Interaﬂ: of the
Jober part 0 of mankind.: Aund Lhope
[ need not; intreat Ton nor to con-

! gbute o lzhe prqmutmg, and con-
‘tinuance of {o falfa and dangerens
-3 oonceit Tl;,e aﬂertlun of ,this
f;ts Hﬂper{}' l,: 4#&55:{/':*:: and allihat
Q 3 we
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we callfa, groms wpo it Hore
the encmiesi ofi our Church., and
Gowernmenpt begap 5 upon this th ey
infifted fhill ; and ﬁ]icd their, Bogks,
and, Fulpits, and privateicorners

ith thefe Cantings.. This was rhe.
Engine; to. oyerthrow jall, / aber

Principles ;. and, Efiablifhments.;

With Tbii‘ Tht‘ pt'(}nl.t’ Were z};ﬁ;-

Miated, and credit, was rcconcﬂcd
to Giuﬂﬂ f ’“m; F:‘}Hy 3 Lﬂtbu...
7afms, and. wain finpulfes. This

is.the fogd of, Copuepticles, to. this
gi'.:l}' 3. the root of _.,,;r maiter , ﬂnd
the burdep of  thei {;Hrbmepu.
Let Reafon be heard, 2ud tye.them
to, Jenfs, and modt of theisiv/dexs
forth hawe nomoresto fay, | Tht’.‘l{
[pirituality, for which they ate ada
mived,is befides Keafongand againft
It, ratherithan ebowesic 3 And while
:bz.r P;muple of i the- enmity bes
0 IWE('?H
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5
L
{
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tween Reafon,atid Religion ftands,
the” people will “think * Then e
more Spiritital Preachers, becatife
chey are'the lefs'reafonable\: *And
while”they “are abuled by {uch'a
beélick, ewill be impaﬂibie.far fober
men to “have'any ficcefs in ‘their
erideavours to convince them.
““Thele things I doubt not'but
you “difcern’; ‘and’ know 3 and
therefore I add no more, for T am
{énfible to whom I {peak.

““‘But, there are another {ort, and
thole Confirmifts too’, who are
miade Divines by 'the Notes they
formerly took from thofe'Canters
againft Reafon 5 To fuch, Fihould
not tell what to' fay; They will
whine on, atid vént ‘their 'fa:rgm 3

to perfwade them to {peak berter
fenfe, is'to defire them to hold thett

-feuceﬂi ‘which“ef “all’ things' they

Q 4 bate
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Jate moft. >/ Bat Ichopeithereqare
more of Fhofeheres tandD Bould
hwifh .the Govérnment: wdnlithiir
Tpecral careiof! them, where-they

ware>;). For they are thé moft- n’n#gea-

-voms; enemies the; Ghureh of <Eng-

dand hath'5: Theyl keep. alivethe

Principles of :'Pbmﬁe, and-Fattion,
wwhich otherwife wotld igo outiof
themfelves. - But T let:them’pats,
4nd conclide witha fliore Admu.
to the People. i
s Fe HA V-Emin vthet fﬂregélng
ﬂffwnrﬁr ‘thewn g1 with.-all Cthie
?fummf ¥ 51and 1 perf picnity,\ othatal
scouldy the fuin-agreemens betwedh
Reafork, vand Religion 55 ,and: the
wrifchicfs: that farife fromyithe opi-
mondhatsfetss them: 4t ﬁdﬂﬂd“‘ﬁ'
what b hdve faidibe niet ficlear to
yous mi.nds, tissbecaufe 1 :could
not:; helg s Al Sabyedl sianevmot
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Lermeen 33 ea{ot > Relicion. oy
gupableiof-being made alike plair
toiall Capacities s> Thavé all along
defigried iftinti fpeaking, Tand
\hate-(asmuch:as F'could) avoided
mpxture'of Languages) and! Terms
-of Artjcthat {0) you might appre=
chend that,in which T takesyou:tb
Jbetmuchiconcerned ;> though: il

| chiefly inténded the Difcoutfe for

ayRewérend Brethren the Clergie,
axho.Edoubt not/apprehendit 'ful-
gnid¥hat! Thave: more’ tol fay to
¥ O Uss, That yowwouldbewdre
lotsthofeFeachers: that:rail againft
Reafon ‘For-either they knowrinos

- wbabithey. fay:s oshave'a defign to

atufoyouiolnftead of hearkening
o [uch,endeavour to beinformed
of théReafon ofbyour/Faith;:and
Huope : Forwe-arefallenintoitimes;
anowhich. yonwill have frequent
RO RY 0CCa-

LR
4%




occafion to ufe.it:.And that Feith
which is reafonable will not make
you aﬂramed_; and thr H_ape which-
is well grounded will not difappoint
you ; Bat the end of {uch an Hope,
wi” be tthdfhfd&iaﬁz o_f };ou; de=
fires, in the day of your expe&iati-
ons 3 And the end of fuch -a F aith,
the Salzation of your Seuls in the
day of the Lord Jefus. To whom,
with God the Father, and God the
Holy Ghoft, be alcribed all Glory,
and Adoration henceforth, and for

CVCr.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

B Thought once to bave annex’d 4
_brief dnfwer to M. Stubbe’s
late vidiculous Pamphlet ,  c4ll’d
Campanelia vebiv'd ; But I have
confidered, That part of my {ormey
Difconr(e is a Confutation of the mo
planfible pretences of that idle Pa-
per & and ewery Reader, for whoje
good thoughts any one need be cone
cerp'dy 35 able to anfwer the other
bittllewaint things which thofe Confr-
derations of mine will not reach : I
Iberqfare tf.ir;zshg{ﬁ't 1 ;Hf_ﬂjf?! fdfzfr' o
Jelf the trouble of particular £+
Ctions 5 and indeed I forbore vrin
Pa”}' fcir this reafon y f?h'h.-r.c !
not proper to hawve to do w |
Stubbe in 4 Dilf;i';’i:{r;"-"_.'j Wi 7
any relation to Religion,
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A forbeing roBeings; psgo. Ligdor thi!i‘*'ri'ﬂfus,

45~ 7./for difquied b rodifquiety p. 47,0010, formes
ancholidor, melancholico. sl J0 skl

o The (heets towasds the ¢nd..of the fisfk Difs
¢ourfe, and thole of the fecond , Tdid notes
¢l they. were publifht; and thesefore, mulifeave
ghofe Erxeta to the Readers correctionss. oms2
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Books Printed for Fames Collins.

‘A"Fréﬁifbr}f Anfwer to Mr. Henry Stubbe;
the Dotor of Warwick; wherein the
Malignity of his Temper, the Hypocrifie of his
Pretences, the Falthood of his Reports, and
the Impertinency of his Arguings, and Quota-~
tions, in his duimadverfions on Plus Ulsra, ave
djﬁmft:rﬁd_., By jﬂf: Glanvill, \Oftavos. . o 7
_.Obférations on Military and. Political Al'i
fatrs:s Wiriteen by the moft Honotirable Gegrgd
Duke of Albemarle, Folo 7 077 msiam achilofofs)

Praxis Medicine, or the univer(al Pra@ice of
Phyfick't Written by the fagniots Doctor Braell,
Bhlogbib | Bno2a) 31 o stk b il
¥ The ‘Chriftian “mans Victory over Death, A
Sermon at'‘the Fimneral of the moft Hotiourabld
George Duke of Albemarle. By Seth Lord Bi-
thop of Sarum. Preached and publifhed by the
Kings {pecial Command, Quarto.

A private Conference made publick, between
a rich Alderman and a poor Country Vicar 3
wherein is difcourfed the Obligation of Oaths
which have been-impofed-on the Subjeés: of
England, with other matters relating to the pres
fent frate of Aflairs, Ofavo.
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