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Mr. HOBBS,

Surgeon to His MajesTy.

g Ceept, great Sonof Art, this faint effect
Of a moft a&tive, and unfeign’'d Refpect :

Numbers that yield (Alas!) too juft furvey
Of Phyfick’s growth and Poetry’s decay.

That fhew a generous Mufe impair'd by Me,
As much asth’ Authour’sskill’sout-done by Thee:
] A3 This




—

This Zudian Cong'rer’s fatal March he fung,
To the fame Lyre his own Apo/e ftrung;
Whofe Notes yet fail'd the Monfter to affwage,
Revenging Here, invading Spaniard’s Rage.

| Dear was the Conqueft of a new found World,

Whofe Plague €’er fince through all the Old is

hurl’d.
Had Fracaftorius, who in Numbers told
( Numbers more rich than thofe new Lands of

Gold)

This great Deftroyer’s Progrefs, feen this Age
And thy Succefs againft the Tyrant’s Rage,
Bembus, had then been no immortal Name,
Thou and thy Art had challeng’d all his Flame!
'Thou driv’t th’ Ulfurper to his laft Retreats, |
Repairing as Thou go'ft the ruin'd Seats:
Thus while the Foe is by thy Art remov'd,

‘Lhe Holds are ftrengthen’d, and the Soil ims=
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* Thy happy Conqueft do’s at once Expell

)

Th’ Invader’sforce, and inbred Factions quell.
Thy Patients and Augufta’s fate’s the fame,
To rife more fair and lafting for the Flame :
While meaner Acrtifts this bold Task effay,
I'th’little Worid of Man they loofe their way.
Thou know'ft the fecret Pafles to each Part,
And, skill'd in Nature, can’ft not fail in Arz.
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Fracaftorius.

8 Racaftorius was defcended from-the
F Fracaflorian Family of great Anti-
quity in Verona. He feemed not onely
to rival the Fame. of Catullus and
Pliny, who had long before made that
City renown’d, but to have very far
cxceeded all his Contemporaries, for
‘Learning and Poetry. « His - Parents
Were Paulo-Philippus Fracaflorius  and
Camilla Mafcareliia, both of great Re-
putation. He was o well educated

by




The Life of Fracaftorius.

by his Facher that he gave carly proofs
of a great Genius, fo that in his child-
hood all men conceived hopes of an
extraordinary Man. Nor was Provi-
dence wanting to give him a fignal Te-
ftimony, forafmuch as when he wasan
Infant 1n the Armes of his Mother, a
fudden Tempelt arifing, 1n which the
Mother was ftruck dead by Lightning,
the Child received no harm. He was
fent for literarure while very young to
Padia, where even in' that age with in-
defatigable labour, he opened his way
to that height of glory which he after-
wards attained: After che initiatory
Arts he applyed himfelf to the fecrees
of diftinét Scicnces, but infinitely de-
lighted with the Mathematicks, 1n all,
aflited by a Memory equal to his In-
genuity.  After foveral years fpent 1n
Philofophical ftudies under the Tutor-
(hip of Peter Pomponatins of Mantua
he devoted himfelf by the dictates of
his Genius to Phyfick with fuch refolu-
tion
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T he Life of Fracaftorius.

tion and fuccefs, that in the School
difputations, not onely his fellow Stu-
dents but moft experienc’d  Doétours
were fenfible that he was defigned by
Providence for greac Undertakings.
Accordingly they then gave him the
honour of the Pulpic, which had ne-
ver before been permitted co any per-
fon till they had perfected cheir ftudies,
and were arrived to the years of Man-
hood. ' This School being diffolv’d by
the breaking out of the War, while he
had thoughts of returning to his Coun-
trey (his Father being then dead ) he
was on honourable conditions invited
by Livianus, General of thz Venetian
Forces, and a noble Patron of Wit, to
the College Forojulienfis, &c.~----and
lodged in the fame apartment of Andrea
Naugerus and fohannes Cottac, two excel-
lent Poets. He had not long refided here
before he publithed Verfes on every ex-
traordinary Occafion that happened,
which were received with fuch gencral
applaufe
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The Life of Fracaftorius.
applaufe throughout Izaly, that their

fame has to this day fufled the per-
formances of his Companions. - Ha-

ving after wards accompanied Livianus

through many wars, theGeneral being
at laft overthrown and taken Prifoncr
by the French at Abdua; he returned
late into his native countrey, where 10
the general devaftation he found his
Patrmony almoft ucterly deftroyed.
Hemarry’d,, but wasfoonunhappy
in the lofs.of two Sons whofe untimely
death he bewailed in a moft paflionate
Elegy. He was low of Stature but
of good bulk, his Shoulders broad, his
Hair black and long, his Face round,
his Eyes black; his Nofe fhort and tur-
ning upwards by his continual contem-

plation of ‘the Stars, 2 lively air was

{pread over his Countcnance that dif=
played the Serenity and Ingenuity of
his Mind. - He affécted a quict and pri-
vate life, as being a man free fromam-

bitious defires 3 contenting
with

himfelf
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T ke Life of Eracaltorws.

with amoderate fortune, and placing his
happinefs 1n improvement of his know-
ledge. He was chearfull though fru-
oal at his Table, having a conftant re-
gard to his health; his wic being al-
ways the beft part of his Banquet. He

- was notwithftanding fparing n his

Speech, and affeéting no vanity in his
Drefs: He was never cenforious of o-
ther mens performances, but always
glad of an occafion to commend ;' for
which he was defervedly celebrated by
fobannes Baptifia 1n a noble Epigram.
He {pent his time n curing the dif-
cafed, a divine Power feeming always
to attend his endeavours, above the
fordid defirc ‘of gain, and thought
himfelf beft rewarded in the health of
his Paticnt. By thefe means he con-
tracted many friendfhips, and had (de-
fervedly ) no Enemy.

He was not onely efteemed for his
skill 1n his own countrey, but was
fought to by foreign Princes in defpe-

racc




The Life of Fracaftorius.
rate ficknefs, for which though vaft

rewards were offered, he brought no-
thing home befide their Friendfhip.

In his lerfure he diverted himfelf with
reading Hiftory, at which time Polybius,
or Plutarch were never out of his hands.
He fometimes relieved his ftudies with
Mathematicks and Mufick, and made
no {mall performances in Cofmogra-
phy. Hewas much alone, yetalways
employed ; and though by reafon of
his backwardnefs to difcourf:, he feem-
ed of a Saturmine Temper, yet none
were more chearfull and pleafant when
entred mto Converfation.  He perfor-
med wonders by his exa&t knowledge
of Herbs and Simples, by fearching the
beft Books of the Ancients.. That moft
excellent Anudote called - Digfcordium,
was of his preparing; we are likewifc
beholding to his judgment for fpeci-
fying many ufcfull Herbs of which the
Ancients had left uncertain defeription.
The Age mn which he lived faw nothing
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ife of Fracaftorius.
equal to his Learning, but his honefty.

In his retreat from the City, while the

Peftilence raged, he found leifure to
compofe the following Poem, a work
of fuch elfgance, that Sanazarius free-
ly acknowledged it to excell his own,
De partu Virginis, that had coft him a-
bove twenty years labour and cor-

rection.  His Treatifes in Profe and ef.

forts of Poetry are too numerous to be
recited on this occafion. |

In all which he affeced fo little van;-
ty that he never preferv’d a Copy ; and
we are beholding for what are extant,
to the induftry of his Friends that col-
lected them after his deach.

He was above 70 years old when he
dyed, which was by an Apoplexy that
feizd him while he was at Dinner ar
his Countrey feat. He was fenfible of
his malady, though fpeechlefs, often
l;i;n:ring his Hand upon the top of his

lead ; by which fign he would have
had his Servants admunifter 2 Cupping-




1 be Life of Fracaltorius.
Glafs to the part affeted, by which
he had formerly cureda Nun in Verona,
labouring under the fame Diftemper.
But his Domefticks not conceiving his
meaning apply’d firlt one thing and
then another,till in the Evening he gent-
Iy Expired. He was Interr’d atVerona:
his Statue together with that of Andrea
Naugerus, delicatcly caft in Brafs; was
erected in the School of Padua by Fe-
hannes Baptifia Rhamnufins. - His fellow
Citizens of Verona, not to be behind
Rhbammufins i’ refpect -( two years after
the ereting the brazen Sratue in Pa-
dua ) fet up his Image 1n matble at
Verona, in imitation of their Anceftours
who had performed the fame honour
to their Carulius and Pliny - with Laurel

round their Heads.
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'4 The Writer of the _

| ENSUING TRANSLATION.
oW |

JI:; - T ES bas rf?y Fate diré@ed Thee to chufe
l Dl ; i‘ Aw Anthosr, worthyof the nobleft Mufe

» 4t Fis learned Pen has, what was loig unknown,

Uts | 7% Roman Jangsage, like a Roran fhown.

'Uui And ihinevds fiveet , in Britith mumbers taught

i The Labosrs of bis vaft Poetick thought.

\Of Earth, of Seas, of putrid air He fung,

| 7o fearch from whence that dire Contagion [prents
Which now does worfe than felleft P'Jaguﬂ deface
The beanteous Form of God's refembling Race.

+ From




From the Malignant influence of the Skies,
'Tis fure the Seeds of moft Difeafes rife.
But if this mercrlef.r, caﬂfﬂmzng Flame,
FromV ﬂﬁﬂmfj‘, }eﬁzﬂm Plané?s came ;
Why ragd it not a:mfcb more in ancient Times,
From Exhalations :L'rf ':'mpurer Climes ?
Befides ; no fertled Confequence can [pring
From whatfoc'er contingent Caufes bring,
The ‘vaging Peftilence, that ling lays waﬂ
The [potted Prey, dévonrs 1t felf at laft.
And fure bad this been ne ‘er [oftrong entail’d,
The vile fucceffion mift €' er wow-have fail'd.
" Blame not the Stars; 'tis plain it neither fel
From the. diftemper'd Fleavins,nor rofe ﬁ'ﬂ;ﬂ Hell.
Nor need we to'the.diftant Indim r.;:-mf.; |
The curft Originals are nearer hoime,
Wbmce fhould that foul infeEions Torment ﬁaw
_Bar fromithe banefull fource of all gur wo 2. .5 . %
e That




| That wheedling; charming Sek; that draws\vsiis -

To ev'ry punifbment and ev'7y it wun 8 hahy
Wihile Man;by Heav'ns gomnpindyand natureled,

Through this vaft Globe his Mﬂkﬁ?"{-fmﬂgq@ﬂﬂi;
The Godlike Figure form’d in fT;f_}: womd. 4 Lk,
Prolifick flems, for Ages yet 20 €0y D 34
Uncarft, becaufehe did wot vainly toil,., \ and?2
On barren Mowutains,. or impregnant, [0ils 1} ;’,7-_,,.
Fealthfull and wigorons,: Fey .0 ¢t #he fagel v i %
Of the wide = Eartl daj’ﬁerﬁz{ the. Sacred _r;slr;fa_.; )
But now, that Tribe, who all our Rights fﬁv;fff,
Perwert the wife Decrees which Nature made.
Prompt to all ill, Infatiately they fire

At ev'ry pamper'd Brutes untam'd a’eﬁré G
And while they proftitute them(elves to more
Than Eaftern Kings kad Concubines before ;

The foul Promifcuous Coition breeds,

Like jarring Elements; thofe poisnous feeds,

B i 7



Which ol the dreadfill hoft of Symptomes bririg;
And with one cutft Difeafe a Legian fpring,

Were the d'mijJ degen'raterace of Man,
Oitabueed now, s whe it firft began;
And theré iveré wo fiich tort' ring Plague on Earth, |
The firft i:i;lanﬁam Wreteh wou'd give. it birth. 1
Shun ber, as you wou' d 1l frov fplitting Rocks ; | H
Not Wolves [0 fatal are to teader Flocks : .
Though round the world the dire Contagios flew, !
She'll poifon more, thax e'er Pandora flew.
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SR ! \Hrough what adventures this unknown Difeafe
So lately did aftonifht Europe {eize,

Through Afian Coafts and Libyan Cities ran,

E 1And from what Seeds the Malddy began,

Our Song fhall tell : To Naples firft it came
¥rom 'France, and juftly took from Framce his
(Name,
The

Companion of the' War—




52 Joeticat Hiftory o

The Methods next of Cure we fhall exprefs, |y
The wondrous Wit of Mortals in diftrefs : ol d
| But when their Skill too faint Refiftence made, | gy
b We'll fhew the Gods defcending to their aid. 5.

To reach the fecret Caufes we muft rife The f
Abeve the Clouds, and travell o’er the Skies. |3,
" "The daring Subje& let us then purfue, o
Tranfported with an Argument {o new, 0N

While {pringing Groves and tunefull Birds invite| p,
And Mufes that in wondrous Theams delight. i

O Bembus, Ornament of Zzaly, R
If yet from Cares of State thou canft be free, ' |,
If Leo’s Councils yet can fpare thy skill, -
And let the Bufinefs of the World ftand ftil;
O fteal a vifit to thofe cool retreats, fs
The Mufes deareft moft frequented Seats; Fihy
And, gentle Bembus, do not there difdain Wi

A Member of the Efculapian Train,

i
Attempy
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the French Difeale.

[

Attempting Phyficks pratice to rehearfe,
And clothing low Experiments in Verfe.

A God inftructs, thefe myfteries of old

By great Apollo's felf in equal fireins were told.
The fmalleft objecs oft attraét our Eyes,

But here, beneath a fmall appearance, lies

A Source, that greateft wonder will create,
Of Nature much and very much of Fate.

But thou, Zrania, who alone canft trace

+ [Firlt Caufes, meafure out the Starry {pace;

- That know'ft the Planets number, force and ufe,

And what Effects tlie vari’'d Orbs produce:
o may the Sphears thy Heavenly Courfe admire,

T'he Stars with envy at thy Beams retire :

As thou a while thalt Condefcend to dwell,

With me on Earth, and make thisGrove thy Celf;

While Zephyrus,can my head,with Myrtle bound,
And imitating Rocks my Song refound.

ey * B 2 Say




A o ANPoetical Hiftory of

- ' Say, Goddefs, to what Caufe we fhall at laft

g this Plague, unknown to Ages paft;
If from the Weftern Climes ‘twas wafted oler,
When daring Spaniards left their Native fhore;
Refolv'd beyond th’ At/antick to defery,
Conjecturd Worlds, or in the fearch to dye.
For Fame Reports this Grief perpetual there,
From Skies infeGed and polluted Air :
From whence ’tis grown fo Epidemical,
Whole Cities Victims to its Fury fall ;
Few fcape, for what relief where vital Breath,
The Gate of Life, is made the Road of death 2
{ Ifthenby Traflick thence this Plague wasbrought.
;‘ How Dearly Dearly was that Traffick bought !
This Prodigy of ficknefs, weak at firft,
(Like Infant Tyrants and*in fecret Nurft)
When once confirm’d,withfuddenragebreaksfortl}
And fcatters deffolation through the Earth.
So




the French Difeafe. 5

So while the Shepherd travelling through the dark

’ Tn-}‘h

L

Strikes hisdim Torch, fome unfufpeted Spatk

% Falls in the Stubble, where it {mothers long

| But by degrees becomes at laft fo ftrong,
That now it {preads o'er all the Neighbouring foil,
Devours at once the Plowmans hope and Toil ;
" | 'The facred Grove next Sacrifice muft be,
Nor Fove can fave his dedicated Tree ;
The Grove Foments its Rage from whence it flies

In curling flames and {eems to fire the Skies.
ath

e

Yet obfervation rightly taken draws
This new Diftemper from fome newer Caufe ;
M Nor Reafon can allow that this Difeafe,
il Came firft by Comerce from beyond the Seas ;'
Since inftances in divers Lands are thown, -
'To whom all Zndian Traffick is unknown :
{ Nor could th’ Infection from the Weftern Clime
Seize diftant Nations at the felf fame time;

B 3 And




A Poetical Hiflory of

And in Remoter parts begin its Reign,

Asfierce and early as it did in Spain.

What {laughter in our Zzaly was made

Where ZiZer’s Tribute to the Oceans paid ;
Where Poe does through a hundred Cities glide,
And pours as many Streams into the Tide.

All at one Seafon, all without relief,

Receiv'd and languifht with the common grief.
Nor can thy’ Infection firft be chargd on Spain,
That fought new Worlds beyond the Weftern
Since from Pyrene’s foot, to Jtaly, ( Main,
It fhed its Bane on France, while Spain was free.

As foon the fertile Rbine its fury found,

- And Regions with eternal Winter bound:

Nor yet did Sonthern Climes its vengeance fhun,
But felt a flame more fcorching than the Sun.
The Palms of /da now negletted ftood,

And Egypt languiths while her Nile ocrflow'd;
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Frum whence ‘tis plain this Peft muft be aﬂign d

T'o fome more pow’rfull Caufe and hard to find.

In all producions of wife Nature's hand,
Whether Conceiv'd in Air on Sea or Land ;
No conftant method does direct her way,
But various Beings various Laws obey ;
Such things as from few Principles arife,
In every place and feafon meet our eyes;
But what are fram’d of Principles abftruce,
Such places onely and fuch times produce,

Effecs of yet a more ftupendious Birth,

And fuchas Nature muft withpangs bring forth,

Wheré violent and various Seeds unite,

Wholé Ages pafs before the Monfter’s born.

B 4

Break flowly from the Bofome of the Night ;

Long in the Womb of Fate the Embryo’s worn,

Difeafes thus which various Seeds compound,

As various in their Birth and date are found.

Some




0" A Poetical Hiflory of

Some always feeny fome long in' darknefs hurfd;
“Thatbreak their chains at laft fo fcourge the World;
To which black Lift this Plague muft be affign’d,
Nights fouleft Birth and Terrour of Mankind.
Nor muft we yet think this efcape the firft,
Since former Ages with the like were curft.
Long fince ke fcatter’d his Infernal flame,

And always'Being had, though not a Name,

At leaft what Name.it;bore is now unfound:'
BothNamesand thingsin times Aby s lye drown’d.
How vainly then do we project to keep |
Qur Names remembred when our Bodies fleep?
Since late Succeffion fearching their defcent,
Shall neither find our duft nor Monument.
Yet where the Weftern Ocean finds its bound 1
(The World fo lately by the Spaniards found )

Beneath this Peft the wyetched Natives groan

in eyery Nation there and always known, 24
Such_!
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Such dire Effe&s"depend upon-a Clime,

9

On varying Skies and long Revolving time :
The temper of their Air this Plague brought forth,
The Soil it felf difposd for fuch a Birth.

All things confpird to raife the Tyrant there,
But time alone cou’d fix his Conqueft here.

If therefore more diftinly we would know
Each Source from whence this deadly Bane did
His Progrefs in the Earth we muft furvey (flow,
How many Cities groan beneath his {way.

And when his great Advancement we have trac'd,
We muft allow his Principles as vaft.

That Earthnor Sea th’ Ingredients coud prepare
And wholly muft afcribe it to the Air,

The Tyrant’s feat, his Magazine isithere.

The Air that do’s both Earth and Sea furround,

As eafily can Earth and Sea confound ;




10 A Poetical Hiflory of

What Fence for Bodies when at every pore
The foft Invader has an open door ?  (Breath,
What fence, where poyfon’s drawn with vitall
And Father Air the Authour proves of Death »
Of fubtile fubftance that with eafe receives
Infection, which as eafily it gives.
Now by what means this dire Contagion firft,
Was form’d aloft, by what Ingredients nurft,
Our Song fhall tell;; and in this wondrous Courfe,
Revolving times and varying Planets force.

Firft then the Sun with all his train of Stars,
Amongft our Elements raife endlefs Wars ;
And when the Planets from their Stations Rangg,
Our Orb is influenc’d, and feels the Changm' .
The chiefeft inftance is the Suns retreat, |
No fooner he withdraws his vital heat,
But fruitlefs Fields with Snow are coverd o'er,

- The pretty Fountains run and talk no more,
' Yet
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Yet when his Chariot to the Crad returns, -

The Air, the Earth, the very Ocean burns.

"The Queen of Night ‘can boaft no lefs a {way,

At leaft all humid things her power obey.

Malignant Saturn’s Star as much can claim, 2
|

With friendly Fove's, bright Mars, and Penus

flame, _
And all the hoft of Lights without a Name. S
Our Elements beneath their influence lye,
Slaves to the very Rabble of the Sky.
But moft when many meet in one abode,
Or when fome Planet enters a new road,
Far diftant from the Courfe he usd to run,
Some mighty work of Fate is to be done.
Long tracts of time indeed muft firft be fpent,
Before completion of the vaft event;
But when the Revolution once is made
?Vha_t mifchiefs Earth and Sea at once Invade!
Poor
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Poor Mortals then fhall all extremes fuftain

While Heav'n diffolves in Deluges of Rain

Which from the mountains with impetuous courfe,

And headlong Rage, Trees, Rocks and Towns
fhall force,

O'er {welling Ganges then fhall {weep.the Plain,

And peacefull Poe outroar the Stormy Main.

In other parts the Springs as low fhall lye,

And Nymphs with Tears, ;xllauﬂed ftreams
{upply. '

Where neither Drought nor Deluges deftroy,

The winds their utmoft fury fhall employ ;

Whlie Hurricans whole Cities fhall o’erthrow,

Or Earthquakes Gorge them in the depths below.

Perhaps the Seafon fhall arrive (if Fate

And Nature once agree upon the date)

When this moft cultivated Earth fhﬁll be

Unpeopled quite, or drench'd beneath the Sea ;

When

Or
Sh
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When ev'n the Sun another Courfe fhall fteer,
And other Seafons conftitute the year :
“The wondring North fhall {ee the fpringing Vine,
And Moors admire at Snow beneath the Line.
New Speczes then of Creatures fhall arife

A new Creation Nature’s felf furprife.

Then Youth fhall lend frefh vigour to the Earth,
And give a fecond breed of Gyants birth.

By whom a new affault fhall be perform’d,

Hills heapd on Hills, and Heaven once more

be {torm’d.

Since Nature’s then fo lyable to change,
Why fhould we think this late Contagion ftrange ;
Or that the Planets where fuch mifchiefs grow,
Should fhed their poyfon on the Earth below 2
Two hundred fcuwiing years are paft away,

Since Mars and Sat«rz in Conjunction lay.

the French Difeale.
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When through the Eaft an unknown Fever Rag’d Tol

p

Of firange Effetts and by no Arts Affwag'd ; And
From fuffocated Lungs with pain they drew fro
Their breath, and bloud for fpittle did enfue ; The

Four days the wretches with this Plague were B

ul griev'd, | B

il
]_.: (Oh difmal fight) and then by death reliev'd. Pre
From thence to Perfia the Contagion came, Iny

Of whom th’ 4ffyrians catch’d the fpreading flame. Av
Euphrates next and Zigris did complain, To
Arabia too {til'd happy now in vain ; All
Then Phrygia mourn’d, from whence it croftthe | W

(‘Too {mall to quench its flame) to Italy. (Sea i

Then from this lower Orb with me remove Wi

Toview the Starry Palaces above, | bef

| Throughallthe Roadsof wandring Planets rove. ) L
{  Tofearch in what pofition they have ftood, Ty

And what ConjeGures were from them made good.

To

il i o
ey
=
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To find what Signs did former times direct,

And what the prefent Agg is to expect :

From hence perhaps we {hall with eafe defcry
The Source of this ftupendious Malady:.

Behold how Cancer with portentous harms
Before Heav'ns Gate unfolds his threatning Armes;
Prodigious ills muft needs from thence enfue,

In which one Houfe we may diftinctly view

* A numerous Cabal of Stars confpire,

To hurl at once on Air their bainfull fire.

All this the Rev’rend Artift did defcry

Who nightly watch’d the Motions of the Sky,
Ye Gods (he ery’d) what does your rage prepare,

What unknown Plague engenders in the Air 2
| Befides, I fee dire Wars on Esrope thed,

| Aufonian Fields with Native Gore o'erfpread.

| Thus Sung the Sage, and to prevent da)ate,
| In writing left the Stary of our Fate.

When
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When any certain Courfe of years is run 0 S
F’er the next Revolution be begun, [oatd
Heavens Method is, for Fove in all his State, Ofrg
Toweigh Events ;tnd to determine Fate : | Hese
To fearch the Book of deftiny and fhow T,

What change (hall rife in Heav’'n or Earth below. {3

Behiold him then in awfull Robes array’d,

e

And calling his known Counfel to his aid ; Wi

Saturn and Mars the Thundring Summons call, ||

) : ‘The Crab'’s portentous Armes unlock the Hall, !5"“’“1
i Mark with what various meen the Gods repair, i Uil

| Firft Mars with fparkling Eyes and flaming Hair, L

So furious and addi¢ted ro Alarms, {{ Bur

He dreams of Battels, though in Penus Armes. (|l

But fee with what auguft and peacefull brow ol
(Of'Gold his Chariot if the Fates allow) il
Great Foveappears, whodo’sto all extend - Jid

Impassial Juftice, Heav'n'and Natures friends = Jfiug

]

Oid §

A
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bld Satarn laft with heavy pace comes on,
Loath to obey the Summons of his Son ;
Oft going ftopt, oft penderd in his mind
Heaven's Empire loft, oft to return inclin'd ;

Thus, much diftralted, and arriﬁng late,

. |Sits gr:l.ldging down befide the Chair of State.

Fove now unfolds what Fate’s dark laws contain,

Which Fove alone has Wifedom to Explain:

Sees ripning Mifchiefs ready to be hurld,

And much Condoles the Suffrings of the World ;

Unfolded views deaths Adamantine Gates,

War, Slaughters, Faltions and fubverted States.

But moft aftonifld at a new Difeafe,

That muft forthwith on helplefs Mortals f;izé,

fIh:fe fecrets he unfolds, and fhakes the Skies

The Gods Condole and from the Council rife.

Hell's Agent thus no fooner quits his:Cage, i+,

But on the f{tarting Spheres he hurles his rage :
C The
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- The purer Orbs difdain th’ Infernal foe,
And fhake the Taint upon the Air below.
The groffer Air receives the banefull Seeds,

Converting to the Poifon which it feeds :

Whether the Sun from Eatth this Vapour drew, o

In late Conjun&iﬁn with his fiery Crew ;

Or from Fermenting Seas by Neptune fent

In Envy to the higher Element,

Is hard to fay; or if more Powers combin'd,
Sent forth this Prodigy to fright Mankind.
The Offices of Nature to define,

And to each Caufe a true eflet affign,

Muft be a Task both hard and doubtfull too,
Since various confequences oft enfue :

Nor Nature always to her felf is true.

Some Principles fhall on the Inftant work,

Whilft others fhall for tedious Ages lurk :

Befide}
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Befides the Power of Chance fhall oft prevail,
IOn Natures force, and caufe Events to fail.
Nor is the influence of Maladies

Lefs various than the Seeds from whence they rife.

Sometimes th' infe¢ted Air hurts Trees alone,

(Lo grafs and tender flowers pernicious known.

The blaft fometimes deftroys the furrow’d foil,
With mildew’d Ears not worth the Reapers toil.
Or if fome Dale with Grain feems more enrichd,

t moulds and rots before the fheaves are pitchd. :

When Earth yields ftore, yet oft fome ftrange
shall fall and onely on poor Cattel feize.  (Difeafe

ere it fhall fweep the Stock, while thereit theds

its fury onely on devored Heads.

y own Remembrance to this hour retains,

\n Autumn drown’'d with never ceafing Rains:
iCet this Malignant Luxury the breed

) Goats alone did rue, the reft were freed.
C2

See
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See how at break of day their number’s told,

) thus

See how the Keeper drives them from the Fold /!

Behold him next beneath a hanging Rock, | That
And chearing with his Reed the browzing Flock, nich
While them he charms nor is himfelf lefs Aod 5

pleas’d,’ Fﬂf P

(feizd
With a fharp fudden Cough fome darling Kid igic/
The Cough his Knéll, for witha giddy round  |Flo
He whirls,and ftreight falls dead upon the ground|Dix
B This fever thus to Goats and Kids fevere Diic
i While Autumn held,confined his Vengeance theref i
Ne;:t Spring, both lowing Herd and Bleatiny Nu:
R Flock | The
o At once it feiz'd, fpar'd nonebut fwept the Stockj fnd
With fuch uncertainty from tainted Skies Thet
In Bodies plac’t on Earth effe@s arife. Byy

Since then by dear experiment we find And

Difeafes various in their Rife and Kind: fui
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Of this Contagion let us take a view,
More terrible for being Strange and new,

That with the proudeft Son of Slaughter vies,

|And claims no lower kindred than the Skies;

And as he did aloft conceive his Flame,

The proud Deftroyer feeks no common Game,

i s He fcorns the well finn’d Sporters of the Flood,

W

He fcornsthe well plum'd Singers of the wood 3

«il Difdains the wanton Browzers of the Rock,

thers

Difdains the lowing Herd and bleating Flock ;
With Wolf or Bear, defpizes to engage,

-;,wing_Nﬁr can the generous Horfe provoke his rage:

T he Lords of Nature onely he annoys;

dodl And humane frame, Heav’ns Imagcs, deftroys. -

j

| The bloud’s black vifcous parts ‘he feizes firft,

| 'By whofe malignant Aliments he’s nurft ;

- And ¢er he can the fierce Affault begin,

Fations of humours take his part within;

C 3 The
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The ftrongeft Holds of nature thus he gains,

Quar’tring hiscruel Troopsthroughout theveins,

While fome more noble Seat theT'yrant’s Throne
contains.

Such principles brought this Diftemper forth,
Such Aliments maintain'd the dreadfull Birth.
His certain figns and {fymptoms to rehearfe,

Is the next taske of our inftructing Verfe.
O, may it prove of fucha lafting date,

To conquer Time, and Triumph over Fate,
Apollo’s felf infpires the ufefull Song,

And all that to Apello do's belong,

Like him,fhould ever liveand be [or ever young.
How fhall Poflerity admire our skill,
Taught by our Mufe to know the lurking ill,
And when his dreadfull Vifage they behold,
Cry, thisis the Difeafe whofe Signs of old
Th infpir'd Phyfician in bright numberstold.

For}
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For thé th’ infernal Peft thould quit the Earth,
Abfconding in the Hell, that gave it Birth;
Yet after lazy Revolutions paft

The unfufpected Prodigy at laft,

Shallfrom the womb of Night oncemore be hurl’d,

T’ infect the Skies, and toamaze the World.

W hat therefore feems moft wondrous in his courfe
Is that he fhould fo long concealhis Force;

For when the: Foe his fecret way has made,

And in our Intrails ftrong detachments laid;

Yet oft the Moon four monthly rounds fhall {teer

Before convincing Symptoms fhall appear;

So long the Malady fhall lurk within, x
And grow confirm'd before the danger’s fetn}
Yer with Difturbance to the wretch difeas’d,
| Who with unwonted heavinefs is feiz’d,

With drooping Spirits, his affairs perfues,

And all his Limbs.their offices rcfuﬁ:,
C4
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The chearfull glories of his Eyes decay,

And from his Cheeks the Rofes fade :iway;

A leaden hue o'er all his Face is fpread,

And greater weights deprefs his drooping Head ;
Till by ‘degrees the Secret parts fhall thow,

By open proofs the undermining Foe ;

Who now his dreadfull enfigns fhall difplay,
Devour, and harafs in the fight of day:

Again, when chearfull Light has left the Skies,
And Night’sungratefull fhades and Vapors rife ;
When Nature to our Spirits founds retreat,

And to the Vitals calls Her firagling Heat ; |
When th' out works are nomore of warmth pofieft,
Bloudlefs, and witha load of hurnr.:qrs preft ;
When ev’ry kind Relief’s retir'd within,

"Tisthen the Execrable Painsbegin ;

Armes, Shoulders, Legs, with reftlefs Aches vext, |

For

And with Convulfions ev’ry Nerve perplext ; ||l
|

for ¥
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For when through all our Veins th’ Infetion’s

{pread,
And iay what €’er thould feed the Body fed;
ad;] When Natu're {trives the Vitals to defend,
And all deftruéive humours outward fend:
. Thefe being vifcous, grofs and loathto ftart,

In its dull March fhall torture evry Part;

Whence to the Bloudlefs Nerves dire Pains enfue,
% | At once contracted, andextended too;
ik; § The thinner Parts will yet not ftick fo faft,
But to the Surface of the Skin are caft,
Which in foul Botches o’er the Body {pread,
ot} Prophanethe Bofome, and deform the Head:

1. | HerePufcles in the form of Achorns fwell’d,

T

In form alone, for thefe with Stench are fill'd,

Whofe Ripnefs is Corruption, that in time,
L

il Difdain confinement, and difcharge the flime ;

o
Yet
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Yer oft the Foe would turn his Forces back,

The Brawn and inmoft Mufcles to attack,

And pierce fo deep, that the bare Bones havebeen
Betwixt the dreadfull flefhy Breaches feen;
When on the vocal parts his Rage was fpent,
Imperfect founds, for tunefull Speech was fent.
As on a {pringing Plant, your have beheld

The juice that through the tender Bark has fwelld,
That from the Sap’s more vifcous part did come, *
Tl by the Sun condens'd into a Gumm :

So when this Bane is once receiv’d within,

With fuch Eruptions he fhall force the Skin ;

And when the Humour for a time has flow'd,
Grow fixt at laft, and harden to a Node.

Hence fome youngSwain,ason the Rocks he ftood, ,
To view his Piture in the cryftal Flood,

And finding there his lovely Cheeksdeform’d,
Againft the Stars, againft the Gods he ftorm’d:

; Mean

-

¥
£l h‘[l

Th
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Mean while the Sable Wings of Night are fp.read,
And balmy Sleep on evry creature {hed. |
@ | Thefe wretches onely no Repofe could take,

By this tormenting Fiend {till kept Awake ;
Impatient till the Morn reftor’d the Light,

i | . Then curft her Beams, and wifh'd again for Night.
Ceres invain her bleflings did afford,
4, | Invain the flowing Goblet crown’d the Board ;
1 | No comfort they in large Pofleffions had,
Of Farms, or Towns, but ¢’en in Banquets fad:
In vainthe Streams,and Meads they did frequent,
| Thedifmal Thou ght perfu'd wheree'er they went;
And when for Profpect they would climbthe Hill,
| The dire Remembrance Hagg'd their Fancy ftill:
o, j¢din, vain the Gods themfelves they did invoke,
i Adc;rn’d their Sh'rines,and madetheirAltarsfmoak:
| ‘They Brib'dand Prayd, yer ftill relicflefs lay,
. Theif offer'd Gumms confum’d lefs faft than they.
] Shall
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Shall I relate what I my felf beheld,
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Where Olius ftream with gentle plenty fwell’d 2
In thofe fair Meads where OZzus cuts his way,

A Youth of Godlike form I did furvey,

By all the World befides unparallel'd,

And ev'n in Ztaly by none excell'd ;

Firflt Signs of Manhood on hisCheeks were thown, _

A tender Harveft, and but thinly fown,

Befides thofe charms that did his Perfongrace,
Defcended from a rich-and noble Race:

What tranfport in Spetatours did he breed,
Mounted, and managing the fiery Steed,

What Joy at once, and Terrour did we feel,
When he prepar'd for Field, and fhone in Steel 2
Of eqjual Strength and Skill for Exercife,

All confli&s try’d, but never loft a Prize ;

Oft in the Chafe his Courfer he'd forgo,

Truft his own Feet, and turnthe {wifteft Roe.

For- |
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For him each Nymph, for him each Goddefs ftrove,
@ | OfHill, of Plain, of Meadow, Stream and Grove ;

Some One (neglected) did to Heaven complain.

Who though invain Shelov'd, yet did not CurfeS

' Norcan we doubt that in this numerous Train,z
1

in vain;
i | For whilftthe Youth did to his Strength confide,
And Nerves in ev’ry Task of hardfhip try’d.
This finif’d Piece, this celebrated Frame,
The Manfion of a loath’d Difeafe became:
But of fuch banefull, and malignant Kind, (find.
As Ages paft ne'er knew, and future ne'er fhall
| Now: might you fee his Springsof Youth decay,
) | The Verdure dye, the Blofloms fall away;
The foul Infe&tion o’er his Body fpread,
Prophanes his Bofome, anddeforms his Head ;
His wretchedLimbs with filth and ftench o’er flow,

While Fleth divides, and thews the Bones below.
| Dire
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Dire Ulcers (can the Gods permit them) prey Z
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On his fair Eye-balls, and devour their Day,
Whilft the neat Pyramid below, falls Mﬂu[dringg
quite away.

Him neighbouring A4lps bewail'd with conftant

O/ius ; nomore his wonted Paflage knew (Dew, -

Hills, Valleys, Rocks, Streams, Groves, his Fate
Bemoand,

Sebinus Lake from deepeft Caverns groan'd.
From hence malitions Sazuin's Force is khown,

From whofe malignantOrbthisPlague wasthrown,

To whom more cruel Mars affiftence lent,

And club’d his Influence to the:dire Event:

Nor could the malice of the Stars fuffice,

To make fuch execrable Mifchief rife;

For certainly €’er this Difeafe began,

Through Hells dark Courtsthe curfing Furies ran,

Where

ﬁgz
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Where to aftonitht Ghofts they did relate,
Indreadfull Songs, the Burthen of our Fate;

The Stygian Pool did tothe bottome rake,

And from its Dregs the curft Ingredients take,
Which featter’d fince through Exrope wideand far,
Bred Peftilence, and more confuming War.

Ye Deities who once our Guardians were,
Who madeth’ Aufonian fields your {pecial Care,
And thou O Saturn, Father of our Breed,

From whence do’s this unwonted Rage proceed
Againft thy ancient Seats

Has Fate’s dark Store a Plague yet left, whichwe
Have not fuftain’'d ev'n to Extremity:?

Fir(t let Parthenope her griefs declare,

Her Kings deftroy’d her Templesfack’t inWar.
Who can the Slaughter of that Day recite,
When hand to hand we joyn'd the Gax/s in fight,

When
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When Zarrus Brook was {o o’er-fwell'd with Bloud

Men, Horfes, Arms, rowld downth  impetuous
(Flood 2

The purple Stream, and for our Fate with Brother

Eridanus in wandring Banks receives

To whateftate, O wretched Jtaly (Tarrus grieves.
Has civil Strife redue’'d, and mouldr'd Thee!
Where now are all thy ancient Glories hurl'd?
Where is thy boafted Empire of the World 2
What nook in Thee from barbrous Rage is freed,
And has not feen her captive Children bleed 2 -
That was not fir{t to favage Armsa Prey,

And do’s not vet more favage Laws obey 2
Anfwer ye Hills where peacefull Clufters grew,
And never till this hour difturbance knew, -
Calm as the Flood whichat your Feet ye View ;

Calm as Erethenus who on each fide,

- Beholds your Vines,and ravifht with their Pride,

Moves flowly with his Tribute to the Tide.
a7 O Italy

0k
Glory
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O 7Italy, our Ancient happy Seat,
Glory of Nations, and the Gods Retreat,
Whofe fruitfull Fields for peopled Towns provide,
Wheére Athefis, and fmooth Benacus glide,
What words have force, thy Suffesings to relate,
Thy fervile Yoke, andignominious Fate.
Now dive, Benacus, thy fam’d courfegive o'er
And lead thy Streams through Laurel-Banks no
more.

Yet,whenour Mis'ries thus wereat theirheight,
As 1f our Sorrows ftill had wanted weight,
As it our former Plagues had been too fmall,
We faw our Hope, Minerva's Darling fall,
Thy Funeral, Marcus, we did then furvey
Snatcht from the Mufes Armes before thy day,
Benacus Banks at thy Interment groan’d,

And neighbouring Athefis thy Fate bemoan'd ;

78 D Where
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it ke
And nightly {till was heard to found thy Name, = | [och

Where by the Moon’s pale Beﬁms, Catulus came,

His Songs once more his native Seats infpire, = |Verd

The Groves were charm’'d, and knew  their |Sm!

Mafter's Lyre. for th

‘Twas now the Ga/s begantheir fierce Alarms, |
And crutht Liguria with victorious Arms, Vet
While other Provinces as faft expire 'ir;.;m

By Cefar’s Sword, and more deftructiveFire; L i
No Latian Seat was free from Slaughter found, | A
But all alike with Tears and Bloud were drown’d. I[ By

Now for our fecond Task, and what Relief = {0y
Our Age has found againk this raging Grief, 1[" f
The Metheds now of Cure we will exprefs, Ruz A
The wondrous Wit of Mortals in diftrefs. I
Aftonifht long they lay, no Remedy ey

At firft they knew, mor Courage had to try,
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But learnt by flow Experience to appeafe,
To check, and laft to vanquith the Difeafe.
Yet after all our Study we muft own

Some Secrets were by Revelation known

For though the Stars in dark Cabals combin’d,

%

k)

And for our Ruine with the Furies joind,

Yet were we notto laft Deftruction left,

Nor of the Gods Protection quite bereft.

If ftrange and dreadfull Maladies have reign'd,
If Wars, dire Maflacres we have fuftain’d,

If Flames have laid our Fields and Cities watfte,

Our Temples tooin common Rubbifh caft ;

But Men,Herds,Houfes with theFlood were fwept ;

It few furviv'd thefe Plagues, and Famine flew,
T'he greater Part of that (urviving Few.
Wet of fuch greac Adventures we are proud,

As Fate had to no former Age allow’d.

D2 For,

—

It {welling Streams no more in Banks were kept,

S i bl B . e
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For, what no Mortalsever dard before, - from
We have the Ocean ftemm’d from fight of Shore; s
Nor was't enough, by At/as fartheft bound, Hs)
That we the fair Fefperian Gardens found, bim
'That we t Arabia a new Paffage fought, Wio,

While Ships for Camels the rich Lading brought Too

But,

To th’ outmoft Eaft, we fince a Voiage made,
And in the rifing Sun our Sails difplay’d,
Beyond the Z#nd large tracts of Land did find, Ln,
| And left the World’s reputed bounds behind, ke
T “To pafs the World’s reputed bounds was fmall “ by v
Performances, of greater Glory call
" Qurfam’d Adventures on the weftern Shore, jn

Difcovering Stars, and Worlds unknown befores| 41

But waving thefe, our Age has yet beheid He
An infpird Poet, and by none excell'd, { dod
| Parthenope extolld the Songs ke made, 1 Rl

I Sebethe’sGod, and Virgil’s facred Shade, | o
| From|
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From Gardens to the Stars his Mufe would rife,
And made the Earth acquainted with the Skies.
His Name might well the Ages pride fuftain,
But many more exalted Souls remain;

Who, when Expir’d, and Envy with them dead
n| To equal the beft Ancients fhall be faid:

But, Bembus, while this Lift we do unfold,

In which Heav'ns bleflings on the Age are told,

| | Leo, the moft illuftricusplace do’s claim,
- | The great Reftorer of the Roman Name ; ‘
j | By whofe mild Afpe&s, and aufpicious Fire,
Malignant Planets to their Cells retire.
Jove's friendly Star once more is feen to rife
- And featters healing Luftre through the Skies,
He, onely He, our Lofies could repair,
And call the Mufes to their native Air,
- Reftore the ancientLaws of Right and Juf,
Polifh Religion, from Barbarian Ruft,
: Y

e



For Heav’n, and Rome engag'd in fierce Alarms,
With pious Vengeance, and with facred Arms,

Whofe terrour to Euphrates Banks was fpread,

- While Nile retir’d  his undifcover’d Head,

And frighted Dorzg div'd into hisoozy Bed.
While fome more able Mufe fhall fing his Name,
In Numbers equal to his Deedsand Fame. |
While Bembusthou fhalt this great Theme rehearfe,
And weave his Praifes in eternal Verfe,
Let me, in what I have proposd, proceed
Witl: Subject futed to-my fiender Reed.
Firft, then your Patient’s Conftitution learn,
And well the Temper of his Bloud difcern,
If that be pure, with fo much greater eafe
You will engage, and vanquifh the Difeafe,
Wﬁofe venome, whereblack Choler choaks the

‘Takes firmer hold,and will exat morePains(Veins,
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W51 More violent Affaults you there muft make,

h | And on thebatter'd Frame no pity take.

»}| Who €%er can foon difcern the lurking Grief,
With far lefs labour may expeé Relief; |

But when the Foe has deeper inroads made,

e, | And gain'd the faltious humours to his Aid,
What Toil, what Confliéts muft be firlt fuftain’d
wk,| Before he’s difpofleft, and Health regain’d;
Therefore with Care his firft approaches find,
And hoard thefe ufefull Precepts in thy Mind.

From noxious Winds preferve your felf with

=
e e

And fuchare all that from the South repair (care,
Of Fens and Lakes, avoid th’ unwholfome Air.

To open fields and funny Mountains fly

Where Zephyrfans, and Boreas fweeps the Sky :
e | Nor muft you thereindulge Repofe, but flray,
twsj And in continu’d actions fpend the Day ;

Horg D 4
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With ev'ry Beaft of Prey loud War proclaim,
And make the grizly Boar your conftant Game,
Nor yet amongft thefe great Attempts difdain,
To roufc the Stag, and force him to the Plain.
Some ] have known to th’ Chafe {fo muchinclin’d,
That in the Woods they left their Grief behind,
Nor yet think {corn the fordid Plow to guide,
Or with the pondrous Rake the Clods divide,
With heavy Ax, and many weary blow,

The towring Pine, and fpreading Oak o’erthrow ;
The very Houfe yields Exercife, the Hall

Has room for Fencing, and the bounding Ball.
Rouze, rouze, fhake off your fond defire of Eafe,
For Sleep foments and feeds the foul Difeafe,
"Tisthen th'Invader do’s the Vitals {eize.

But chiefly, from thy Thoughts all forrows drive,

Nor with Minervas knotty Precepts firive,

With |
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1i;":’ith lighter Labours of the Mufes fport, (refort.
And feek the Plains where Swains and Nymphs
Abftain however from the A& of Love,

For nothing can {fo much deftruétive prove:
Bright Penus hates polluted Myfteries,
Andev’ry Nymph from foul Embraces flies.

| Dire praice! Poifon with Delight to bring,

And withthe Lovers Dart, the Serpent’s fting.

A proper Diet you muft-next prepare, (care;
Than which there’s nothing more requires your
All Food ‘that from the Fens is brought refufe,
Whate’er the ftanding Lakes or Seas produce,
Nor muft long Cuftome pafs for an Excufe;
Therefore from Fith in general I diffuade,

All thefe are of a wafhy Subftance made,
Which though the lufcious Palate they content,

Convert to Humours more than Nourifhment ;

Evn
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Ev’n Giltheads, though moft tempfing tothe fight,
And fharp-fin'd Perch that in the Rocks delight.
All forts of Fowl that on the Water prey,

By the fame Rule I'd have remov'd away,
Forbear the Drake,and leave Rome’s ancient Friend
The Capitol and City to Defend.

No lefs the Buftard’s lufcious Flefh decline,
Forbear the Back and Entrails of the Swine,

i Nor with the hunted Boar thy Hunger ftay,

) ? Enjoy the Sport, but ftill forbear the ‘Prey.

E I hold nor Cucumber nor Mufhroms good,

And Artichoke is too falacious Food :

Nor yet the ufe of Milk would I enjoin,

Much lefs of Vinegar or eager Wine,

Such asfrom Rhetia comes, and from the Rbixe ;
The Sabine Vintage is of fafer Ule,

Which mellow and Well-water’d fields produce: |

| But ||
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# 1 But if your Banquets with the Gods you'd make

i | Of Herbs and Roots the unbought Dainties take
Be fure that Mint and Endive ftill abound,

And Sowthiftle,with leaves in Winter crown’d, |
m | And Sian by clear Fountains always found ;

To thefe add Calamint, and Savery

Burrage and Balm, whofe mingled fweets agree,
Rochet and Sorrel I as much approve:

The climbing Hop grows wildin evry Grove,

Take thence the infant Buds, and with them join

The curling Tendrells of the {pringing Vine,
“Whofe Armes have yet no friendly fhade allow’d,

Nor with the weight of juicy Clufters bow'd.

Particulars were endlefs to rehearfe,
And weightier Subjets now demand our Verfe,
We'll draw the Mufes from Aoniaxn Hills,

To Natures Garden, Groves and humble Rills,

Where
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Where if no Laurels {pring, or if I find

That thofe are all for Conquerours defign’d;

With Oaken Leaves at leaft I'll bind my Brow,

For millions fav’d you muft that Grace allow.
At fir{t approach of Spring, I would advife,

Or ev'n inAutumn months if ftrength fuffice,

To bleed your Patient in the regal Vein,

R0 by degress ¢! infolted Corrent dising

But in all Seafons fail not to expell,

And purge the noxious Humours from their Cell;

But fit Ingredients you muft firft colle&,

And then their different Qualities refpet,

Make firm the Liquid and the Grofs diffe&.
Take, therefore, care to gather, in their prime,

The fweet Corycian and Pamphilian Tyme,

Thefe you muft.boil, together with the Reft

In this enfuing Catalogue expreft :
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Fennell and Hop that clofe Embraces weaves,
Parfley and Fumitory’s bitter Leaves;
Wild Fern on ev’ry Down and Heath you’ll meet
With Leaves refembling Polypus’s thagg'd feet,
And Mayden-hair, of virtue ftrange, but true
For dipt in Fountains, it reteins no Dew :
Hart’s-tongue and Citarch muft be added too.
The greater Part, and with fuccefs more fure,

By Mercury perform the happy Cure;

A wondrous virtue in that Mineral lies,
Whether by force of various Qualities

Of Cold and Heat, it flies into the Veins,

And with a fiercer Fire their Flame reftrains,

Conqu’ring the raging Humours in their Seat, |

| As glowing Steel exceeds the Forge’s heat,

Or whether his keen Particles (combin’d

Withftrange connexion)when th’are once disjoind,

Difperfe,
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Difperfe, all Quarters of the Foe to feize,——q— Guinl
And burn the very Seeds of the Difeafe ; Thet
Or whether ’tis with fome more hidden force AT
Endow’d by Nature to performits Courfe, Thin

Is hard to fay, but though the Gods conceal You!
| The virtual Caufe, they did its ufe reveal. (fhew, |Tis
| Now by what means "twas found our Song fhall |} i
Nor may we let Heav'ns Gilts in Silence go. Liles

In Syrian Vales where Groves of Ofier grow, |Vl

B il And where Callirrhoe’s facred Fountains flow. And¢
1 I Zlceus the Huntfman, who with Zeal ador’d He f

-; The rural Gods, with Gifts their Altars ftor'd ; el
Was yet afflited with this reftles Grief, Call

And, if Tradition may obtain belicf, Wit

As he was watering there each fpicy Bed,

Thus to entreat the Syfvan Pow'rs, is faid.
You Deities by me ador'd, and Thou,

Callirrhoe, who do'ft Relief allow

*Gainft
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’Gainft all Difeafes, as I flew for Thee

The Stag, and fix'd his Head upen a Tree;

A Treethat do’s with leffer Branches fpread,
Than thofe that join to that moft horrid Head:
You facred Pow’rs if you’ll remove away (Day,
This plague that Racks my Frame all Night and
I, all the mingled glories of the Spring,

Lilies and Violetsto your Seats will bring,

With Daffadills firft budding Rofes weave,

And on your Shrines the fragrant Garland leave.

He faid, and down upon the Herbage lay,

| Tird with the raging Pain, and raging Day.

Callirrhoe (bathing in the neighbouring Well,
With Musk that grew in Plenty round the Cell}
Heard the Youth's pray’r and ftreight in foft repofe,
Th’ indulgent Nymph his heavy Eyes did clofe,

Then to his Fancy, from her facred Streams,

} Appeard and charo’d him with prophetick
i |

Dreams.
Tceus
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Ilceus (faid fhe) my Servant, and my Care, .
"The Gods at laft have hearken'd to thy Pray’r;
‘Yet, on the Earth, as far as So/ can fpy,

For thy Difeafe remains no Remedy.

Cynthia and Phebus too at her Requett,

Into thy tortur'd Veins have fentthisPeft,
The Stag to her was facred which you {lew,
And this the Punifliment that did enfue,

For which the Earth, as far as So/ can fee,

The fpacious Earth, affords no Remedy : |

Then fince her Surface no relief canlend,

To her dark Entrails for thy Cure defcend;

A Cave there is its felf an awfull {hade,

But by Fove’s {preading Tree more dreadfull made,
Where mingling Cedars wanton with the Alr,
Thither at firlt approach of Day repair; :
A jet-black Ram before the Entrance flay,

And cry, thefe Rites great Ops to TheeI pay. - 3

The}
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The lefler Pow’rs, pale Ghoftsand Nymphs of
Night,

The Smoak of Yew and Cyprefs {hall invite;

Thefe Nymphs thall at the outmoft Entrance ftay,

And through the dark Retreats condut thy way.

| Rife, rife, nor think all this an idle Dream,

For know I am the Goddefs of this Stream.
This for thy pious Homage to my Cell—

So {pake the Nymph, and div'd into the Well.
The Youth ftarts up aftonifh’d, but reftord,
With gratefull pray’rs th’obliging Nymph ador'd:
Thy Voice, bright G_ﬂddf:fs, I'll with{peed Obey,

O ftill affift and blefs me on my Way.
With the next Dawn the facred Cave he found,

With fpreading Oaksand towring Cedarserown’d;

| A jet-black Ram did at the Entrance flay,
FAnd cry’d thefe Rites, great Ops, to thee I pay: -

E The
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The leffer Pow’rs, pale Ghofts and Nymphs _.;-.f .f;-;-aeﬁ
Night, i

The Smoak of Yew and Cyprefs didinvite.

His Voice refounding through the hollow Seats, = i

Difturb’d the Nymphs within their deep Retreats. ffi
Thofe Nymphs that toil in Metais under ground, She f
Gave o'er their Work at ¢hf unexpedted Sound ;  fHek
Some Quickfilver and Sulphur others brought, i/
From which calcin’d,the goldenOar was wrought; fAln
Of pure Atherial Light a hundred beams, Whid

Of Subterranean fire a hundred Streams, )

With various feedsof Earthand Sea theyjoyn'd, i
For humane Eyes too fubtle and refin’d. The
But Lipare who forms the richer Oar, And
And to the Furnace brings the Sulph’rous ftore, iy
To Zlceus through the dark Recefics broke, Al
And in thefe words the trembling Y outh befpoke:

Ifrem;_ :

— s P
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Jhceus (for I have heard your Name and Grief )
Callirrboe fends you hither for relief;

Nor has the Godde(s counfell'd you in vain,
Thefe Cellsafford a Med'cine for your Paia ;
Take courage therefore, and the Charge obey,
She faid, and through the Cavern leads the way.
He follows wondring at the dark aboads,

The fpacious Voids and Subterrancan Roads ;

.| Aftonifht there to fee thofe Rivers move,

Which he obfervd to lofe themfelves above:
?Each Cave, cry’d Lipare, fome Pow'r contains,
I'th loweft Manfion Proferpine remains ;

The middle Regions P/utv’s Treafure hold,

And Nymphs that work in Silver, Brafs and Gold,
Of which rich Train am T, whofe Veins extend,

And to Callirrhoe’s Stream the fimoaking Sulphur
fend.

o T— e
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* Thusthrough theRealms of Night they took their P
i

| way, hel
: And heard from far thg Forge and Furnace play. ::{
i Thefe (faid the Nymph) the Beds of Metalsare, [
That give you wretched Mortals fo much Care. b

By thnu!’and Nymphs of Earth and Night enjoy’d, b

Who yet in various Tasks are all employ’d. e

Some turn the Current, fome the Seeds diffect | i
Of Earth and Sea, which fome again colle&,
That, mixt with Lightning, makethe golden Oar,
t) While others quench in Streams the fhining ftore.
Not far from hence the Cyclop’s Cave is found,
';'-'3-._%}_ -'.- See how it glows, hark how their Anvils found.
by But here turnoff, and take the right-hand way,
This Pathdo’s to that facred Stream convey,
In which thy onely Hope remains: She faid,
And under golden Roofs her Patient led,
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{Hard by, the Lakes of liquid Silver flow’d,

Which to the wondring Y outh theGoddefs thow’d;
Thriee wafht in thefe (faid (he) thy Pains {hall end,
And all the Stench into the Stream defcend.

Thrice with her Virgin hands the Goddefs threw

On all his fuffering Limbs the healing Dew :

| He, at the falling Filth admiring ftood,

And fcarce believ'd for joy, the virtue of the Flood.
When therefore you returnto open Day,

With Sacriﬁée Diana’s Rage allay,

And Humagelm the Fountain’s Geddefs pay.

3, _
| Thus fpake the Nymph, and through the Realms

of Night,
Reftor'd the gratefull Youth to open Light.
This ftrange Invention foon obtain’d belief,

And flying Fame divulg'd the fure Relief.

HE

| But firft Experiments did onely joyn,

And for a Vehicle ufe lard of Swine:

E 3 Larch-
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Larch-gum and Turpentine were added next, 7l
That wrought mote fafe and lefs the Patient vext; fortw

§ |
g Horfe-greafe and Bears witl them they did com- Severe
Bdellinm and Gum of Cedar ufefuli found ; (pound, A
Then Myrrh,and Frankincenfe were us'd by fome, The
| With living Sulphur and Arabian Gum; opt
| ! H But if black Helebore be added too, Tilly
;lu' With Ram-bew Flowers your Method [allow 3 Atide
Benz>ia and Galbanum I next require, |torl
| : IT { Lint-Oil, and Sulphu’s ¢'er it feels the l"i_rn::,' Boil |
k| With thefe Ingredients mix'd, youmuft not fear {Nov
X *ll Your fuffering Limbs and Body to befmear, i Oty
{ Nor letthe f@ﬁlﬂf{ﬁ of the Courle difpleafe, Al
| Obfcene indeed, but [efs than your Difeafe: | The
Yet when you do anoin?, take fpecial care R
That both your Head and tender Breaft you fpare, | U

Thisdone, wrapt clofe and {wath'd, repair to Be:d,

And there let fuch thick Covrings bed'e-rfpred, |
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Till ftreams of Sweat from ev’ry pore you force:

A For twice five Days you muft repeat this Courfe;

L
D
—

i

a1 Severe indeed but you your Fate muft bear,

od | And figns of comingHealth will ftreightfappear.
e | The Mafs of Humours now diffolv’d within, }‘f
To purge themfelves by Spittle fhall begin, |
Till you with wonder at your feet fhall fee,
A tide of Filth, and blefs the Remedy.

For Ulcers that fhall then the Mouth offend,

Boil Flowers that Privet and Pomgranets {end.
¢4] Now, onely now, I would forbid the Ufe" )

Of generous Wine that noble Soils produce;

The fparkling Bowlwith all'its Charms deay.

i
|
All forts withoutdiftintion you muft fly, |
|
Rife, now vitorious, Health is now at hand, ;
|

at One labour more isall I {hall command,

E 4
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Eafie and pleafant; you mutft laft prepare

Your Bath, with Rofemary and Lavander,

Vervainand Yarrow too muft both be there; ) |l
Mongft thefe your fleeping Body you muft lay, |k
To chear you, and to wath all Dreggs away. L

But now the verdant Bleffings that belong Bot
To new difcoverd Worlds demand our Song, Pafs
Beyond Zerculean bounds the Ocean roars © Top
With loud applaufe to thofe far diftant Shoars. Tot
The facred Tree muft next our Mufe employ, Mot

That cnely could this raging Plague deftroy ; To

Juft Praife (Zrania) to this Plant allow, ' by
And with its happy Leaves upon thy Brow, i
Through all our Latian Cities take thy way, An
Andto admiringCroud the healingBoughs difplay ; | x4
E'en I my felf fhall prize my Streins the more, -~ | i
For Bleflings never Seen nor Sung before. Wh

A

Perhaps |
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Perhaps fome more exalted Poet (warm’d,

For Martial Streins)with this new fubje&tCharm’d
Shall quit the noble bufinefs of the Field,
Bequeath to Ruft the Sword and polifht Shield,
Leave wrangling Heroes that o’ercome or Dye,
Both fhrouded in the fame obfcurity

Pafs o'er the haraft Soil and bloudy Stream,

To profecute this more delightfull Theme;

To tell how: firft aulpicious Navies-made

More boldattempts,and th’Ocean’s bounds effay d;
To fing vaft Tra&s of Land beyond the Main,
By former Ages guefs'd; -and wifht in Vain,
Strange Regions, Floods and Citiesto rehearfe,

And with true Prodigies-adorn their Verfe;

New Lands, new Seas, and ftill new Landsto {py,

Another Heaven, and other Stars defcry.

~ When this is done refume their Martial Strein,

And_ crown our Conquefts in each favage Plain,

That
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That ev’n from Vanquifhment advantage draws,

Enrich’d with E«ropean Arts and Laws,

Shall fing (what future Ages will confound )

How Earth and Sea one Veffel did Surround.

Thrice happy to Bard whom indulgent Heav’n,

A Soul capacious of this Work has giv'n.

My weaker Mufe fhall think her Office done,

Of all thefe wonders to record but one:

One fingle Plant which thefeglad Lands produce

To fpecifie and thew it’s fovreign Ufe,

By what adventures found, and wafted o’er

Frorﬁ unknownWorlds to Exrope’s wondring fhore.
Far Weftward hence where th'Ocean feems to

Beneath fierce Cancer, lies a fpacious Hle,  (boil

Defcry'd by Spaniards roving on the Main,

And jultly honourd with the Name of Spaix.

Fertile in Gold but far more bleft to be,

The Garden of this confecrated Tree :

Its |

fro
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Its Trunkerect, but on his Top is feen,

A fpreading Grove with Branches ever Green ;
Upon his Boughs a little Nut is found,

But poignant and with Leaves encompafsd round ;
The {tubborn Subftance toothlefs makes the Saw,
And fearcely from the Axe receives 2 flaw ;
Diffe@ed, various Colours meet your view,
The outward Eaék is of the Laurel hue;

The next like Box, the parts more inwards {et,

Of dusky grain bu not fo dark as Jet;;

" If to thefe mixtares you will ‘'add the Red,

All colours of the gaudy Bow are {pread.
This Plant the Natives confcious of its ufe
Adore, and with religious Care produce ;
On ev'ry Hill, inevry Valetis found,
And held the greateft Bleffing of the ground
Againft this Peft that always Ragesthere,
From Skies infected and polluted Air:
| The
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The outward Bark asufelefs they refufe,

But with their urmoft force the Timber bruife,
Or break in Splinters, which they fteep a while
In fountains, and when foak'd, in Veffels boil,
Regardlefs- how too fierce a fire may make

The juicerun o’er, whofe healing Froththey take,
With which they Bath their Limbs where Puftles
And healtheBreaches where direUlcersfeed.(breed,
Half boil'd away the Remnant they retain,

And adding Hony boil the Chips again:

To ufe no other Liquor when they Dine,

Their Countries Law, and greater Prieft enjoyn :
The firft Deco&ion with the rifing Light
They drink, and once again at fall of Night ;
This courfe they ftri¢tly hold when once begun,
Till Cynthia has her monthly Progrefsrun,

Housd all the while where no offenfive Wind,

Nor the lealt breath of Air can entrance find.

L1
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But who will yieid us credit to proceed,
And tell how wondrous flenderly they F.Eﬂd;
Juft fo much Food as can bare Life preferve,
And toits joint connect each feeble Nerve :
Yet let not this {trange Abftinence deter,
And make you think the Method too fevere.
This Drink it felf will wafted Strength repair,
For Neétar and Ambrofia tooare there;
All offices of Nature it maintains,
The Heart refrethes, and recruits the Veins.
When the Draught’s tane, for two hoursand no
The Patient on his Couch is coverd o’er; (more
For by this means the Liquor with more eafe,
Expells in ftreams of Sweat the foul Difeafe.
All Parts ( Oprodigy !) grow found within,
Nor any Filth remains upon the Skin;

Fréfh youth in ev’ry Limb, frefh vigour'sfound,

And now the Moon has run her monthly Round.

What
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Of this bleft Plant, what chancedid firit convey

Our European Fleet to that rich fhore,

That for their Toil fo rich a Traffique bore,
Our Song fhall now unfold;* a Navy beund
For no known Port nor yet difcoverd Ground,
Refolvd the fecrets of the Main to find,

And now they leave their Native fhore behind,
Clap on more Sail and skudd before the Wind.
Thus on the fpreading Ocean they did ftray,
For many Weeks uncertain of their way :

The thronging Sea-Nymphs wondring at the
Of each tall Shipappear above the Tide, (Pride,
And with proportion'd fpeed around them glide,
Charm'd with each painted Stern and golden
WitheachgayStreamer, firiving asthey go(Prow,

To catch their Piétures inthe Flood below.

What God did firft the wondrous ufe difplay,

"Twas

Voi
Let
Qr
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*T'wasnight,but Cynthia did fuch beams difplay,

So ftrong as more than half reftor'd the Day.
When the bold Leader of this roving Train,

3 e, .

(The braveft Youth that ever ftemm’d the Main;)

As on the Decks he lay with anxious care,

= sl S

And watchfull o’er his charge,conceiv’d this Pray r;
Bright Goddefs of the night (faid he) whofe fway,
All humid Things and thefe vaft Seas obey ;

1._..--"'_:v-'—-q..___,_.+

Twice have we feen thy infant Crefcents {pring,
And twice united in a glorious Ring,

Since firft chis Fleet commenc'd her reftlefs toil,
Nor yet have gain'd the Sight of any Soil.

O Virgin Star, of nightly Planets chief,

% Tl

Vouchfafe your weary Wanderers relief;

Let fome fair Continent at laft arife,
- Or fome lefs diftant Ifle falute our Eyes ;
At leaft fome Rock with one fmall Rill and Pore,

' Forthefe o'er-labour'd Boats and Youths {upport.
The

i |
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The Goddefs heard not this Addrefs in Vain,

But leaves to her noturnal Steeds the Rein,

g | And like a Sea-Nymph floats upon the Main:
I So well difguis’d That Clothe’s felf might be
Deceivd, andtake her for Cymothoe ;
'\ - Withfuch a meen fhe cut the yielding Tide,
E L. ﬁ And in thefe words beipoke the wandring Guide;
o Take courage, for the next approaching Day,
. 1 Shall {ce thefe Ships fafe riding in the Bay ;
i But ftay not long where fir{t your Anchors fall,
i: 5 . The Fates to yet mcre,diﬂant Regions call ;
i Find Ophyre high-feated in the Main;
J  Thofe Seats for you the Deftinies ordain.

ks i She faid, and pufht the Keel; a brisker Gale

; Forthwith defcends and pregnates ev'ry Sail:
| Now from the Eaft the Sun invites their Eyes,

As faft they weftward fee the Mountains rife

Like :



| High ontheDecksthe joyfull Sailers{tand,(View;

% |Four days, no more, are {pent upon this Soil,

the French Difeafe. 65

-:LiiiE clouds at firft, but as they nearer drew, 4

Rocks, Grovesand Springs were open'd to their

)
i
i
And thrice with Shouts falute th’ expeéted Land. ‘;
Then fafely Anchor’d in the promisd Bay, ]

Firft to the Gods their juft Devotion pay.

To fit their fhatter’d Ships for farther Toil,
;:j_Each hand once more is to his Charge affignd,
All take advantage of the friendly Wind;

A {wift and fteddy courfe they now maintain, .
And leave Anthylia floating on the Main:
With FHagia’s coaft, and tall Ammeria’s lle,
“T'he Cannibals moft execrable Sotl,

;O’er all the Deep they now fee Turretsrife,

nd Ilands without number meet their Eyes;

’Mongit
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’Mongft thefe they fingled one from whence theyfss
hear’d

Charm’d withthefeObjetts there they put to fhore,
Where firft the Iflands Genius they adore,

Refrefhe, they fepara.te, fometo defcry

The country, others more oer-joy’d to {pye

And feize the thining Oar with greedy hand.

At length a Flock of painted Birds they view,
With azure Plumes and Beaks of Coral-hue,

Which fearlefs through the Gladesdid feem torove, §;
And percht fecurely intheir native Grove;

The Youths to temper’d Engins have recourfe

That imitate the Thunders dreadfull Force,

Fulcan's|
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Uedean’s invention while with wondrous Art,
e did to Men the Arms of Fove impart ;
dbach takes his Stand and fingles ot his Mark,

hfhe dire Ingredients with a fudden Spark

e e e T S ™

aflam’'d, difcharge with ragethe whizzingBall,
he unfufpeéting’ Birds by hundreds fall;
he Air with Smoak and Fire is cover’d round,

'he Groves and Rocks aftonifht withthe found,

tung

o

i)

¢ Ind fhaking Sands beneath the Seas' rebound.
lndfhe Remnant of the Flock with terrour fly

i lo Rocks whofe Turrets feem’d to pierce the Sky; Iﬁ'
y, ‘fom whencewith humaneVoice(O direPortent!)
. Mne of thisfeather'd Tribe thefe Numbers fent.

e} You who have Saerilegioufly affay’d,

he Sun’slov'd Birds, and impious flaughter made,
e Mlear what th enrag'd avenging God prepares,

ind‘in prophetick Sotinds by me declares.
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E..-

i

¥ I;,.H'
¥ F 2 Krow,



| P, -
o - P S

e

. -.n-—-vu—---— P

o,
= w SR

e

= -..-.-:.—.-T'—
f
o
y e o i
T

<n -
e e T

e '
[T B ——. - -
e e = T
B i 3

d =g

st i ——— S

68

A Poetical Hiflory of

—

Know,, you at laft have reacht your promis’d foil, f this

For thisis Opby}f’s long expected Ifle,

But deftin'd Empire; fhall not yet obtain
Of Provinces beyond the weftern:Main,
The Natives of long Liberéy deprive,
Found Cities, and a new Religion give,
Till Toils by Earth and Sea are undergone,

And many dreadfull Battels loft and won;

fAnd 10
Thisd
hod ¢
All
Thof
Forg

But ¢!

For, moft {hall leave your Trunkson foreign Land,{Th(

Few fhatterd Ships fhall reach your native Sand g nd,

In vain fhall fome Sail back again to find,

Thefe

Their wretched Comrades whom they left behind [l 4 1

Whofe Bones of flefh devefted fhall be found,
For Cyclops too in thefe dire Coafts abound :
YourFoes o’er-come, your Fleet in Civil Rage

Shall difagree, and Ship with Ship engage.

Nor end your fufferings here, a ftrange Difeafe,

And moft obfcene fhall on your Bodies feize;

But
And

No(
1 Ant
| Un
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hilfin this diftrefs your Errour you fhall mourn,
And to thefe injur’d Groves for Cure return;

This dreadfull Doom the feather’d Prophet fpoke,

T - - e
- o e

And feulkt within the Covert of the Rock.

= S e

Aftonifht with the unexpeéted found,
Th’offending Men fell proftrate on the ground ;
Forgivenefs from the facred Flock to gain,

But chiefly Ph@bus Pardon to obtain.

Luf The Guaardians of 'the Grove to reconcile,

fnd§ And once more 'hail the fair Ophyrian Ifle.
Thefe' Rites perform’d, returning on their way,

dind) ‘A race with humane Shape they did furvey,

1 § But black as Jet, ‘who fally’d from the Wood,

;| Andmade thevalemore dark in whichthej ftood ;

ag¢| No Garment o’er their Bredfts or Shoulders f{ﬁread :
o 4§ And wreathsof peacefull Olive on their Head;

je} Unarm’d, yet more with wonder {truck than fear,

ST S v e T

it | Tﬁey view’d the Strangers, and approﬁch’d more

I i F 3 Aftonifht

= ".H..‘_
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Aﬂoniiht at their glittering Arms, but more é‘ﬁ’ith tl

{Andnt

At each proud Veflel lodg’d upon the Shore,

The Flags and Streamers fporting with the Wind Wih

And thought their Owners more than humane W¥*

Some Gods or Heroes to the Gods ally’d, (kind
And more than Mortal reverence apply’d;
But to our Chief their fir{t Refpe they paid,
And cheap, but yet moft royal Prefents made,
Rich golden Oar, of ufe and worth unknown,
And onely priZd by them becaufe it fhone,
With which the bleffings of their Fields were bnrn;'
Ripe bluthing Fruits and pondrous Ears of Corn; *
Unpolifht but capacions Veffels filld
diftil
Id,
Which did from Heaven in nightly Dew arﬁve, |
Without the tedious labours of the Hive. - | %l

With Hony from each fragrant Tree

hs i1
To b

Jnto ¢

Theg

{ And

Toy

i

*
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To heavenly Courts, and with the Nectar-bowl

Into a Deity exale his ravifht Soul.

By chance the folemn Day was drawing near,

The greatefl Feftival of all the Year;
And to the Sun their greateft God belong'd,

1 With whom their Neighbours of /efperia met ;

And now within the facred Vale were fet

Each Sex, and all degrees of Age were feen,

‘But placd without diftin¢tion onthe Green;

Yet from the Infant to the grizled Head,

A cloudof Griefo'er ev'ry Face was fpread,
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All languifl'd with the fame obfcene Difeafe, ] Ths,

And years, not Strength diﬁinguifhtﬂmDegreeh s th

Dire flames upon their Vitals fed within, v i The
While Soresand crufted Filth prophan’d their Skin. | Tkl
At laft the Prieft in fnowy Robes array’d, Astl
The Boughs of healing Guiacum difplay’d, Ou

Which (dipt in living Streams) he fhook around | To

;3 To purge, for holy Rites the tainted Ground. Whi
1 An Heifer then before the Altar {lew, Ang
B ! A Swain {ftood near on whom the Bloud he threw s | An
i Then to the Sun began his myftick Song, To

* And fireight was feconded by all the Throng,
J Both Swine and Heifers now by thoufands bleed, | 1

And Natives on their roafted Entrails feed. An

-

=1
—
e

Our Train with wonder faw thefe Rites, but ' But
Aftonifht at the Plague unfeen before : (more | 4
Mean while our Leader in his carefull breaft,
Form’d fad Conjecturesof this dreadfull Peft,
| This,

'1
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This, this faid he (the Gods avert our Fate)
Is that dire Curfe which Ph@bus did relate;

. L - e
E —— .
P . b

The Birds prodigious Song I now recall,

—

Sl

| The {trange Difeafe that on our Troops thou’d fall.

S e

As therefore from the Altar they retir'd,
Our Gen'ral of the Native Prince enquird,

] To what dread Power thefe Off 'rings did belong?

What meant that languifhing infected Throng?

And why the Shepherd by the Altar ftood:?

my| And wherefore Sprinkled withthe gufhing bloud 2
To which the Ifland Monarch, noble Gueft,

. § With annual Zeal thefe Off 'rings are addreft,

| To Phwbus enrag'd Deity aflign'd,
And by our Anceftours of old enjoin'd ;

w ] But ifa foreign Nations toils to learn,

ot§ And lefs refin’d be worth your leaft concern, 1

If you have any Senfe of Strangers fate,

e i

From its firft fource the Story Tl relate :

Perhaps
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Perhaps you may have heard of 4r/as name,
From whom in long defcent great Nations came ;
From him wé fprang, and once a happy Race,
Belov'd of Heav'n while Piety had place,

While to the Gods our Anceftours did Pray,
And gratefull Off rings on their Altars lay.

But when the Powers tc be defpisd began,
When to leud Luxury our Nation ran;

Who can exprefs the Mis'ries that enfu'd,

And Plagues with each returning Day renew’d?
Then fair A¢laniia once an Ifle of fame,

(That from the mighty A#/as took its Name,
Who there had govern’d long with upright Sway)
Wasgorg'd intire, and {wallowed by the Sea.
With which our Flocks and Herds were wholly
Not one preferv’'d or ever after found. (drownd,
Since when outlandifh Cattle here are flain,

And Bulls of foreign Breed our Altars ftain;

In
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In that dire Seafon this Difeafe was bred,
That thuso'er all our tortur'd Limbs is fpread:
Moft univerfal from it Birth it grew, -
And none have fince efcapd or very few;
Sent from above to fcourge that vicious Age,
And chiefly by incens'd Apo/lo’s Rage,
For which thefe annual Rites were firft ordain’d,
Whereof this firm Tradition is retaind.

A Shepherd once (diftruft not ancient Fame )
Pofleft thefe Downs, and Syphilus his Name.
A thoufand Heifers in thefe Vales he fed,
A thoufand Ews to thofe fair Rivers led:
For King Alcithoas he rais'd this Stock,
And fhaded in the Covertof a Rock,
For now ‘twas Selftice, and the Syrian Star
Increaft the Heat and fhot his Beams afar;
The Fields were burnt to afhes, and the Swain
Repair'd for fhade to thickeft Woods in vain,
No

e T il i, s, 1
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NoWind to fan the fcorching Air was found, g

No nightly Dew refrefht the thirfty Ground: Atl

This Drought our Syphilus beheld with pain, Ad

Nor could the fuff rings of his Flock fuftain, h

I But to the Noon-day Sun with up-caft Eyes, | O
(! Inragethrew thefe reproaching Blafphemies, Xt
| 1 é Isit for this O 8o/, that thouart ftyl'd W
'l Our Godand Parent? how are we beguil'd He
| Dull Bigots to pay Homage to thy Name? M

f And with rich Spices feed thy Altar’s flame: : A

r Why do we yearly Rites for thee prepare, A
‘ Who tak’ft of our affairs fo little Care? J B
' ; At leaft thou might'ft between the Rabble Kine t
J Diftinguifh; and thefe royal Herds of Mine. i

r Thefe tothe great Alcithous belong, N
Nor ought to perifh with the Vulgar throng. !

Or fhall I rather think your Deity i

With envious Eyes our thriving Stock did fee? 1

I grant |
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I grant you had fufficient caufe indeed,

A thoufand Heifers of the fnowy Breed,

Athoufand Ews of mine thefe Downs didfeed;).

Whilft one Etherial Bull was all your ﬁc:;:k,

e

e

One Ram, and to preferve this mighty Flock,
You muft forfooth your Syrzan Dog maintain,
Why do I worfhip then a Pow’r {o Vain?
Henceforth I to Alcithous will bring
My Offrings and Adore my greater King,
W ho do’s fuch fpacious Tracts of Land poflefs,
And whofe vaft Pow’r the conquer’d Seas confels.
Him I'll invoke my Suff’rings to redrefs.
Hee'll freight commandthe coolingWinds toblow,
Refrefhing Show’rson Trees and Herbs beftow,
Nor fuffer Thirft, both Flock and Swain to kill :©
He faid, and forthwith on a neighbouring Hill f
Fre&san Altar to his Monarch’s name, i
The Swains from far bring Incenfe to the Flame; |
At
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At length ta greater Victims they proceed, '

Till Swine and Heifers too by hundreds Bleed, 2

On whofe half roafted Flefh the impious Wret-( :
ches feed. | S

All quartersfoon were fill'd with the Report,

That ceas'd not till itreacht the Monarch’sCourt ;

Th'afpiring Prince with Godlike Rites o’er joy'd,

Commands all Altars elfe to be deftroy’d,

Proclaims Himfelf in Earth’s low fphere to be

The onely and fufficient Deity ;

That Heav'nly Pow’rs livid too remote and high,

And had enough to do to Rule the Sky.

Th'all-feeing Sun no longer could fuftain

Thefe praltices, but with enrag’d Difdain

Darts forth fuch peftilent malignant Beams,

As fhed Infetion on Air, Earth and Streams;

From whence this Malady its birth receiv'd,

And firft thf offending Syphilus was grievd,
Who

Who
And
He!
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Who rais’d forbidden Altars on the Hill,
And Vi&ims bloud with impious Hands did (pill ;

W) - He firft wore Buboes dreadfull to the fight,

Eirft felt firange Pains and fleeplefs paft theNight ;

From him the Malady receivid its name,

The neighbouring Shepherds catcht the fpreading
At laft in City and in Court ‘twas known,(Flame :
And feiZ’d th’ambitious Monarch on his Throne;
In this diftrefs the wretched Tribes repair

To Ammerice the Gods Interpreter,

Chief Prieftefs of the confecrated Wood,

In whofe Retreats the awfull Tripod ftood,

From whence the Gods refponfal fhe expreft;
TheCrowd enquire what Caufe produc’d this Peft,
What God enrag’d? and how to be appeasd,
And laft what Cureremaind for the Difeas'd 2
To whom the Nymph reply’'d—the Sun incens’d,
With juft revenge thefe Torments hascommenc'd.
What




80 A Poetical Hiftory of

What man can with immortal Pow’rs compare ?
Fly, wretches, fly, his Altars foon repair,

Load them with Incenfe, Him with Pray’rsinvade,
His Anger will not eafily be laid ; (fwear,
Your Doom is paft, black S#yx has heard him
This Plague fhould never be extinguifht here,
Since then your Soil muft ne’er be wholly free,
Beg Heav'n at leaft to yield fome Remedy :

A milkwhite Cow on Fano's Altar lay,

To Mother Eartha jet-black Heifer flay ;

One from above the happy Seeds fhall thed,
The other rear the Grove and make it {pread,
That onely for your Grief a Cure fhall yield.

~ She faid: the Croud return'd to th’opend Field,
Rais'd Altars to the Sun without delay,

To Mother Earth, and Fuzo Vittims flay.

“Twill feem moft ftrange what now I fhall declare,

But by our Gods and Anceftours I fwear,

*Tis
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g "Tis facted Trutl ——
; Thefe Groves that fpread fowidé and Idok {o green
Within this Ifle, till then, were never feen
' But now before their Eyes the Plants weére found
b To fprmfr and in an inftant Shade the ground,
The Prieft forthwith bids Sdcrifice be done,
¢ And Juftice paid to the offended Sun;
. Some deftin’d Head t attone the Crimes of all;
- On Syphilus the dreadfull Lot did fall,
. Who dow was p'lac:id before the Altar bound;
His head with facrificial Garlands crown’d,
j' His Throdt laid open to the lifted Knife,

" But’ mtertedmg Fano fpard his Life,
. Commands them in his ftead 3 Heifér flay,
- Yor Phabus Rage was now rerov’d away.

This made our gratefull Anceftours enjoin,
' When firft thefe annual Rites they did affigfi;

k.. - G That
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That to the Altar bound a Swine each time Ther
Should flaad, ta witnefs Sypbilus his Crime, | 4
All this infected Throng whom you behold, Wit
Smart for their Anceftours Offence of old : Who
To heal their Plague this Sacrifice is done, Whi
And reconcile them to th'offended Sun. AN

The Rites performyd, the hallow'd Boughs they | B
| oy The {peedy certain Cure for their Difeafe. (feize, | Th
[ with fuch difcourfe the Chiefs their Cares de- | To
W hofe Tribes of different Worlds united live, (ceive, | Of
Till npw the Ships (ent back to Europes thore, T

Return and bring prodigious Tidings oer. '
That this Difeafe did now through Eurepe rage, | [
Nor any Med'cine found that cowd afluage, W

That in their Ships no {lender Number mourn 'dy | [
With Boils without and inward Uleers burn'd. _l W
Then call'd to mind the Bird's prophetick found, | T,
That in thofe Groves Relicf was to be found. |

Thea
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Then each with folemn Vows the Sun entreats,
And gentle Nymphs the Gardians of thofe Seats.
With lufty Strokes the Grove they next invade,

W hofe weighty Boughs areon their Shoulders laid,
Which with the Natives methods they prepare,
And with the healing Draughtstheir Health repair,
But not forgetfull of their Country’s good,

They fraighttheir largeftShips with thisrichWood,
To try if in our Climate it would be

Of equal ufe, for the fame Malady :

The years mild Seafon feconds their defire,

And weftern Winds their willing Sails infpire.

Iherian Coafts you firft were happy made
with thisrich Plant, and wonderd at its Aid;

Known now to France and neighbouring Ger-
Cold Scythian Coafts and temp'rate faly, (many
To Europe’s Bounds allblefs the vital Tree.

G 3 Hall
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Hail heav’'n-bornPlarit whofeR iva] ne'er was feen,
Whofe Virtues like. thy Leaves are ever green’;’
Hope of Mankind and Comfort of thejr Eyes;

Of new difcoverd Worlds the ficheft Prize.

Too happy would Indulgent Gods allow,

Thy Groves in Eurepe’s nobler'Clime to grow
Yet if my Streins have any forde, thy Name
Shallflourifh here, -and Exrrope {ing thy Fafﬁr:.
If not remoter Lands with Winter bound, *:
Eternal Snow, nor'Lidya's f{corching Ground i -
Yet Latzam and Benacus cool Retreats,

Shall thee refound, with Athefis fair Seats.

Too, bleft'if Bembus live thy Growthto fee, =
And on the Banks of Tyber gather thee,
Ifhe thy matchlefs Virtues once rehearfe,

And erown thy Praifes with eternal Verfe: ¢
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