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Haugh the Law under which I {] ufﬁf:rJ lll-:: by tar the
moft fevere of any in Eﬂ‘gh&.ﬂd Har KE‘I’pE&: Rt
gious matters, ( yea far beyond, any that conceriis
the Papiftsas fuch ) yet had not Ijudged that there
-bhad been open Vielence offered to feveral plain
Statutes in the Management of mg Prolecytion, and bringing
me bnder prefent Circumftancés;;ard all other Ways and At-
tempts for Redre(s tomy prefent Grievances, rendred uttet-
ly ineffectual through the reftlefs Sollcttatmns, and falfe Re-
prefentations of my implacable (‘though caufclefs ) Adver-
faries., 1 had {aved bothmy Selfand l;he World the trouble of
this prefent Narrative, — But now having o other way I¢ft to
Vlildmate my felf; Tshat the World may pafs a right, Iudg—
ment both of my Perfon and Suffrings, 1 am fain to give a
plain Account, both of the one, and of the other; and leave
them to judgs of both : aning allo, that hereby. his Majefty
may take Occafion . tefee how much many of his Subjects are
abufed and opprefled, by the malicioys Profecutions of fome
inferiour Vfficers; who profecute Penal Liws upon thém ra-
ther to fatisfie their own Lufts, and perﬁoﬁal Revenge, then
forany true Zzal they have either to Jufti gfe or Loyalty. = And
when they have Opprefled any by illegal Proceedings, leaft
their unjuft Practices fhould be detg ed, and they fuffer thame
for the fame ;. (being, falﬂtftp %_:ﬁr glit o the Liglit, Ieaft
their Deeds. fhonld be. roved ) “The next D cfign is, b? Ci-
Iumnies and falfe Infinuations, to Reridb the Pérfoﬁs of thefe
_wham they have mjured, as dangemus to the Govérnme;lt, and
2l TR R CONT A “only
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only fit to be deftroyed ; yea to Obflruct and Obviate all pofli-
ble Attempts, that their Opprefled Adverfaries can make for

their jufh Vindication ; whigh they fguftrating gheir Eg-
(}Bﬂiﬂﬁiiiﬁﬁ'ﬁkrﬂ g Jultice b?&p%e#l‘gpé.a _ baa]l-[ Pgh&jyglaying

them.in all their {teps, {0 hindring thejr Accefs untoy or
by Pr-occupfirfy 'tll?i? g?gds"_of ‘thb?g th Hehdﬁcﬂg inft

them, who only are capable to Vindicate, or do them Right.
T hefe having been the Methods of my chiefeft Adverfaries

firft, by rendrin ecfon Vilerand Contemptible, and then
as Dangeroils af&u&ﬁgﬂt}’té Eﬁe ;Il ehvs ‘Aad next,
by putting a fair Glofs upon their own Proceedings again{t me,
and Obviating all my Applicalions for a Relief, by Writ of
Earor and Self-vindication, I am _fp_rce%[ in a way of Self-De-
fence to tindertake a doubld work 5. Firfts. to give the World
an Acconnt of my Perfon:and Principlés ; and then, of the Be-
ginning as well as Progre(s of my prefent Perf{ecution.
_As to my civi] Profeffion; Tama Phyfician, was bornof Pi-
, ons and Generous Parents, of Competént Eftate; was bred
a Schollar fiom my Childifoed, and (through the Bounty of
the Almighty ) was never dfiven to the Straics of faking upon
me the njean Eniploymentof a Drummer ; ( asfomeof my Ad-
verfaries. bave oftea fcornfully and againlt Knowledge Re-
proached -me). I have been a Mafter of Arts almoft this thirty
years, have béena Liceniciate of the Colledge of Phyfitians in
Londgn, well to '_g?dsiyéﬁtﬁr")?ﬁérs 3 have pra&ifed Phyfick in
fr;"j}a{ with confiderable Succefs, au_d? eneral Acceptation, neat
. this eighteen years; dare Chalienge theé'worlt of mine Adver-
{aries, .to fay, and prove ir, ‘wherein 1 have all this while
Aclted any thing that leoks Difloyal to the King : Yea, I Ac-
countdt my Duty, to be fubject to the Higher Powers, and be-
Tieve that whofogvér refifteth’the Power, refifteth the Ordi.
mance of God, _a’?gl; fhall receive unto themfelves Damnation
and that this Sﬁb eQtion. among Chriftians fhould not be only
for Wrath, but for Confcience fake :° And as matter of Duty,
and a thing that is good and acceptable in'the fight of God ; 1
g%;da;' Iy he 'i:tjly;prii%’ rr:l;ri:flﬁngg _P@ffona_ and for all th:
_aiq‘iris‘}m,.t _.ﬁy;‘ﬂg'utiderf b E‘f,fc,l‘ the @i‘: rofefs my felf s
open-Ehemy to ary Plots or A té&né?@gg b&l‘.’i -gfﬁ'%gs: Pér-
{onand Governmént 3 and'as a Teftinony of my Loyalty, am
Jsreadyasany of my Adverfarics, o give all reafonable Affu-

1 Iance.




(3
rance of my Fidelity to the Government, by taking the ufinal’
Ozths of Allegiance and Sopremacy. And let them alfo, if
they can, teftify 2gainft me of any Injnftice or Unmercifulnels
toward my Neighbour, or Infobriety and Intemperance to-
wards my felf.

And as for my Religion, I own my {clf a Proteftant ; and for-
my Faith, do believe all the Doctrinal Principles Contained in
the Articles of the Church of England ; and as for Worlbip,
have Accomodated the fame ( asnear asl could ) to the Rule
of Gods Word, and the belt Examples of Primitive Saints;
and wherein I havein any thing differed, from the publick in-
ftituted way of Worfhip, have always laboured to manage my
felf, with the lealt Offenceimaginable, towards thofe from.
whom I have Diflcnted ; avoiding all Cenforioufnefs of others.
differing from me.

If thefe things be otherwife, Idare fay with Fob, Chap.31.,
35,36,37. Let my Adverfary write it in a Book, end ( if he
can ) prove the contraty, G, _

As to my prefent Sufferings, in Order to a due Underftand--
ing thereof, ’uis needful to Reflett upon the Caufe and Occa-
fion, as well as the manner of managing thereof: The internal
moving caufe thereof, I take to be an implacable Prejudice for»
med in the mind of Mr. Romfey our Town-clark of Briffal, g-.

ainft me ; occafioned chiefly after this following manner, if I
miftake not, (though he had declared before that, fome Pre-
judice againft me.) Soon after the breaking out of the Iate-
Plot, it became a common Difcourfe, that all the Kings- Head:
Club in London, were concerned init; and that the Horfe-fhooe
Club in Bristel ({o called, becaufe during the time of the laft:
Election of Parliament-men, feveral Citizens intending to.
chufe Sir Robert Atkins and Sir Fonathan Knight Senior, Parlia=
ment men for that City, did frequently Aflemble there, about
that Affzir ) werea Branch of the fame 3 and that all the fzid:
Club fhould be Indited, and divers of them fent forup to the

Councel-Table;in order to which,diver s were convened before-
our Juftices, to be examined about it, among which I was one;
when I came before them, among other things they queftioned!
‘me, what Perfons ufed to meet there ? Seeing Mr. Romfey Sit-
ing by, ( and writing Letters as I judged about that matter ):
I named him for one, whomet ( though not in the fame place

' yet),

T
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yot ) atthe Adaré-maid Tavern, with the fame Perfons, about
the fame thing, and was as Zealous for Sir Roberr Atkans asa-
ny of them; this is notoriounfly known, and he confeffed it bes
fore he departed the Room. : '

I Nominated him for one, becaufe I thought it hard and un-
reafopable, that he fhould be a means to bring fo many {cores,
if not Hundreds,in trouble, ( meerly for his uwn.Advantageg
in 2 matter wherein he was equally concerned with them, and
knew themall innocent , upon this he-was greatly difpleafed
with me, as {uppofing this Difcovery might threaten his place
at that Junture of time ; though I told the Juftices, that 1
knew of no unlawful A¢tcommitted by the {aid Club, neither
did charge him withany. Howbeit, ever fince this, he enter-
tained an implacable Prejudice againft me, and threatn'ed‘tti
divers, that he would {peedily either caft me in a Goal, or
make me fly the Country..( This| fupfufe he will not deny. )

In purfpance whereof, thoughl ftood indicted two years be-
fore on the fame 35¢h of El:z- by him, yet the very next Quar-
ter-Sellions, prefers two more heavy indictments againft me,
at one and the fame time, either of them enough to ruine me;
The one upon the Statute of Elsz. 23. for twenty pound a
Month for eleven Months: The othér on the 35¢b Eliz. on
which laft, for want of any later Crime, he chargeth me for
one Committed above four years before the Indiétment. And
having got the Bills found by the Grand Jury, fo earneftly was
he bent upon their Profecution, that he exacts of me Recogni-
zances more than double to what was required of others in the
like Cafe, »iz. 200/ toeach of mine; whereas another in-
dited onthe 35¢h. of El:z. was bound but in 8ol --- But be-
caufe my chief concern lies with this laft Indi¢tment, which
threatens my Eftate, Liberty, and Life, ’tis moft reafonable 7
{hould be molt concerned about the Managemeat thereof a-
gainft me. But’tis not fic for me to judge, (as being teo par-
tial in my own Caufe ) I had rather therefore, that thofe whoft
part itds, would undertake it on my behalf. - But before any
true Judgment can pafs for, or againft me, *tis needful the In-
dictment fhould be produced, which runsafter this manner. -

E R [f1=
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_'Cﬂﬂ'f‘il:at. Ci- HE ?ﬂi‘ﬂi‘! fﬂ?’ Qur Lo d the f\._;lfffj do Hpo
vit. Brittol. their Oath prefent, That one Ichabed Chaun-
cy, lare of the City of Briftol, inthe County of the [aid Ciry, Thy-
fitsan s Wha on thethird Day of Augult, w1 the Thirty firfF Year
“of the Raign of Onr Soveraegn Lord Charles the Second 5 by the
Grace of God, of England, Scotland, France asd Ireland Kiny ;
&c. Being of the Age of SixteenYears and upwards, did Of?j?z'—
mzrr!y.,wi#ingfy,ar;d withour any Re,dﬁ?z;:&ff Cﬂﬂfeirffﬂﬁ accedere
( Anglice to Repair ) to any Courch, Chapp.l, or ;Z/jmg Place of
Common-FPrayersytohsar Divine Service , wow Effablifhed b the
Laws and Statutes of this Realm of England. Ard a1 before, from
the forefaid third Day of Augult, in the Thirty firit Year afore-
faidy Obftinately, Voluntarily, andwithout any Reafonable Canfe,
Abtained from Hearing Divine Serviee in any Church, Chappel,
or Ufual Place of Common-Prayer s unto thé fourteenth Day of
September, 7 the Year before-mentioned, viz. by the Space
oiie Month and more, thence next following, _And the aforefaid
Furors upon their Qaths aforefaid, do further [ay, thag the afore-
f aid Ichabod C‘hanncy, the ﬁimz fﬂ#ﬂﬂ'ﬂth"ﬂﬂy af SEPtember,
i.sthe One and Thirtieth Year aforefaid, in the Precinits of the
Caftle, within the [gid Ci:;v and County of Briftol, iz a certain
Honfe, was there afe bhimfelf prefent, at an Unlawful Affembly,
Conventicle or Convention 3 under Colour and Pyetence of the Ex-
ercife of Religion,againft the Formof the Statute,in fuch Cafe made
“and Provided. . And dlfo, againft the Peace of Qur Soyeraign
Lord the King, &c.

Whether this Indi¢tment be faulty or not in point of Law
%tis not proper for me (who am the Party concerned, and no
Lawyer) todetermine 3 but ’ll tell the Reader, that the day
before my Tryal, >twas the judgment of a cunping Lawyer ,
(that pleaded earneftly againft me upon it thenext day) the
firft letters of whofe name is Mr.J- #. that ’twas fo illegal and
- faulty, that ’twas not worth a F--- and that they could not
touch an hairof my head by it, and that ’twas not worth a
Fee to be quitof fuch an Indictment ; thus he exprefled him-
{felf. That which to me feems hard in the management there-
0f, 1S |

'.FEirI!:; That notwithftanding ’twas by my Councel plcad;d,
| : ; that
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that Juftices in Seffions had no Power or Authority to inguire
into, and judge upon Crimes relating to that Statute, which
Plea was according to the Sentiments of many, if not moft of
the ableft Lawyers in England ; yea, and of one of the Lear-
'ned Counfel which pleaded againft me, who but the Seflions be-
fore did with great ftrength of Law and Reufon plead againft
the Jurifdiction of that Court, to try a Gentleman in the very
fame Circumftances, and that Mr. Pancent either was actually,
or like to be difcharged by Writ of Error upon the Plea, v:z.
T hat he was Tryed Coram non¥udice (i.e.by]Juitices of the Peace
in Seflions) that yet they would proceed to aflome that Power
‘to themfelves, though to make me the firlt example which hath
been in «England upon this Statute for many years: and when
'my Counfel told them of how ill confequence it might befor
them to proceed,incafe upon a review it thould prove,that they
had not Authority fo to do ; this they were told was to Hector
‘the Court.

Secondly, That notwithftanding the Statute (urged by my
Counfel) Qf Eliz. 31. chap. 5. Paragr. 5. where ’tis exprefl
{aidy That 1o Indi@ment fhall lye upon any Penal Statute beyond
rwo ycars, but if it be laid for @ Crsme beyond, it [hall be void and
of mone (ffelt ; amy Stmtute to the contrary notwithftanding : And
my Indictment appearsto be laid for Crimes more then four
years backwards (before the Indictment,) yet muft it be allow-
ed for Legal.” .

Thirdly, That whereas the Inditment chargeth me, that
obftinately and willingly 1 refufed to come to fome Church or
Chappel to hear Divine Service (wherein doubtlefs the Strefs
of the A& lyes) for a bare abftinence for four weeks another
Law punithes but at four fhillings ; and being at a Convenricle,
abfivedhillingssor ten at the:moit . but thefe punifhes thefe two
puttogether with Imprifonment, lofsof the whole Eftate, end
pefpetual Banihment or Death) therefore doubtlefs Iyes the

“chiefof ithe Crime upon obftimate refufing tn come to Church 3
this my Qounfel told them neceflarily fuppofed fome legal
Premonition, wiz. either by the Ordinary.or Parfon of the
Parith, ¢¢. but no fuchthing wasiattempted to be proved a-
gainft me, and yet 1-muft be -found: guilty of ‘the whole In-
dictment. W |

Fourthly, They:did morcoyer sdniit ofifo light a proef lff |

the
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the Conventicle, (which was one Effential Branch of the in-
ditment, ) in this weighty cafe, as would f{carce have been
admitted by a.confidering Juftice of the Peace, to impofe on
the Offender the Penalty of Five Shillings, ‘zéiz. One Perfon
fwears that he came into a certain houfe in the Caftle wherea
Sermon, was Preaching. and that | was there prefent ;5 (where-
#s theConventicleAct exprelly requires two Witnefles to fwear
the Eadt, if it be proved that way) and what is this to prove
an unlawful Aflembly, contrary to the Liturgy of the Church
of England ; to prove which as he ought, he fhould have been
there from the beginning, and then he might have {wore there
was no Common-Prayer.

-, Fifthly, Though ’twas objected by Counfe], that I had been
punifhed before for this Offence, (which was proved by a Co-
py of the Record produced in open Court, which fhewed that
1 had been punifhed Ten Pound for this Conventicle, and the
Town-clark_alfo owned in open Court, that he had drawn this
Indi&ment by that Record) yet exprelly coatrary to that clanfe
of the 22. Caroli Secund; Cap. 1. Par. 14. which faith, That any
Perfon who (hall be punifhed for, any Offence by vertue of this Ak,
(hall not be punifhed for the fame Off ence, by vertue of any ether At
or Law whatfoever ; yet notwithftanding this Plea added to
all the former in favour of my Caufe, the Jury according to
she inftreétions given them by Mr. Tawu-cmL bring me in
guilty ; whereupon I am immediately fentenced to Goal till
Conformity, and making this folowing fubmiflion in the
Charch or open Court, w:z. That "

I A.B. Do humbly confefs and accknowledge, that I have grie-
vorfly offended God, sn contemning bis Majeftses godly and lawful
Geuvernment and Anthority, by abfenting m [elf from Church; and
from bearing Divine Service, contrary ro the Godly Laws and Sta-
tutes of this Realm, and in wfing and frequenting difordered and
unlawfiul Conventicles and Affemblies, under colour and pretence of
exercife of Religions and I am heartily forryfor the fame, and do
acknowledg and teftify.in my Confcience, that no other perfon bath
o7 ought to haye any power or authority aver bis Majefty. And I
do promifc and protejt, withaut any ds|fimnlation, or any coloyr and
msans of any difpenfation, that from henceforth, 1 will from time
10 time ovey and perform his Majefties Laws and Statntes, in. re-
£ s parsng
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pariving tothe Chtrchy and in bearing Divine Sfr:wicr_?rngd do
7y wmeft endeavoir te masntian a1 d defend the fume.

r
4

Neither doth the Wrath of mine Adverfaries ceafe at my
Imprifonment, but follows me flill, to bring me within t_he
reach of the utmolt Severity andPenalty of the faid Law. (viz.
the lofs of my whole Eftate, and Abjuration at the end of three
Months ) Whereupon wichin the three Months, viz. the 161h
Day of Fune 5 [ was by the Juftices twice in one Day Summo-
ned to Conform, and to make the above recited Submiffion.

And to make this pinch the clofer upon me; my ch ief Ad-
- verfary ( being all this while in London ) is ufing hisutmoft

endeavours, to Obviate all Attempts made by my Friends, both
m Reference toa Pardon, or Wricof Error. And fo fearful
is he leaft a Writ of Error fhould be obtained, and thereby his
Acts of Injuftice be expofed ro the World, that when he un-
derftood that through a jult Report of my Caufe, made by Mr.
Attorney General to the King and Councel, 2 Writ was like to
be granted : He takesa Coach on purpofe, and rices away to
Hampron Court, where the Councel was that day to fit ; and
defiring to be called in when the Report of my Caufe was made,
. by Mif-reprefenting my Perfon and Caufe, procured a ftop
to be put to the Writ of Error.---- Sometime after this, He
recurns for Briffl, where he boafts of Kis great Succefs in-hin-
dring my Writ of Error ; fuppofing that now he had me at his
Mercy, and that Imuft come up to his Terms, or be undone.
Thercfore fends me word, that except T would fubfcribe to a
Petition, acknowledging that I had been legally Convicted,
there was no pardon or Writ of Error to be procured :  but in
Cafe I would do that, he would not Obftruét but promote it.
This I refufed todo, gs Judging that feveral illegalities had
beenadted in Proceedings againft me. At length, about the
8¢ of this inftant Auguft, a good friend of mine came upex-
{pectedly to Town, who coming to vifit me in Newgate, and
Commiferating my Condition, refolved to difcourfe Mr.
T'ewn Clark about me, which he accorcingly did. The Towy
Clark after much Difcourfe, and many Complaints, told him
what kind offers he made me, and that I was fo {tout, I would
not Petition the King ; my Friend told him, he did dare to
ingage for the contrary, and undertook to draw a Petition

which
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‘which both of .us thould' like; which accordingly he did, and
delivered it to the Town Clark, who with hisown Pen altered
feveral things, by Addition and Subftraction. Agreeing, that
1f a Petition according to this model were confented ro, then he
would prefer the {aid Petition, either to procure a Pardon, or
a Writ of Error. I confented to the fame, and caufed it to be
new drawn and prepared for him, when my Fricnd went out of
Town, the Town Clark promifed all Aid and Difpatch, accor-
ding to thefe Terms. The Perfon who new drew the Petition

acquainted him that the Petion was drawn; which Petition
~was as follows.

T the Kings moft Excellent Majeﬁy
.

The Humble Petition of Ichabod Channzy Phylitian,
~ Prifoner in the Prifon of Newgate, in Your Maje-
fties City and County of Bristol.

Moft Humbly Sheweth,

TH# at a Seffions beld for the [aid City and Cownty, onthe 9th
- Day of April laft paft; Your Petitioner was Cor¥ Eked upon

the Statute made the 3§th of Eliz. Entitul:d, An A& to retain

Her Majefties Subjects in their due Obedience.  That your Pe-

titioner is advifed, that th:Court of Seffions bas ro Furifdiftion in Thefe two
that Caunfe. And alfo, that the Falt ﬁﬂgil:lt to be drawn in Quc- Claufes he
fHion within two years 5 which inthis Cafe was not for the [pace of added
four Yeags and more,  Bwi notwithftanding your Petitioner 1s Im W' EI-:,"
‘prifoned, and is lyable to abjure Your Majcfties Realms and Do- i,
minions, and lofe bis Real and Perfonal Fftate 5 unlefs he Conform

totne Lyturgy of the Courchof England — Thar Your Petitioner

hath endeavonred to _ﬁef;’fﬁe bsmﬁ-ffm [neh Cﬂnfﬂrmfr)“ yet cannot,

But bath always in all other matvers behaved bim(f as a Loyal

Subjolt to Your Majefty'y and (hall always [o doy of Your Majeftyg

Wil be pleafed to extend Your Grace tobim, [o astocontinue him

Your Subjeit. '

That Tour Petitioner hath always been, and is veady togive Affu-
rance of his Fidelity to your Majefly and Government, by taking
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and is willing toleave hus
IR0 : 2 Habitation
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2& tfé{_g‘"h‘izbimtim inthe faid City of Briftol, 'if that be Yahr Majcfbies
Terms be- £ Leafure. : i .

fore he  Your Petitioner m-ff Himbly prays, That your Majefty would be
would pro- grationfly pleafcd either togr ant Your Majefties gratioms Pardon,

T{Eﬁ;ﬁﬂg& or to give leave that your Petitioner may bring a Writ of Error to

which [  Rever[e the faid Vroceedings agm'ﬁﬂ"bim.

thought | 3y .
better to | And Your Petitioner (" asinDuity
g bound ) fhall ever Pray, .
then to lye - '
in a nafty i b

Goal. When he beard the Petition was ready, he feemed to demur,

and to fignify that fomething elfe muft be done by me, before
he could prefer or promote it ; “and accordingly the next Day
fends me this follaging Letter.

Doftor Chauncy,

I'have of late been defired by fome friends of yours, to be kind in
Sure;iefﬁ; afifting your Inlargement 5 but not Withakt 4 ffing in the Tayl, as
ﬁ:étb:;me if my malice to you, bad been the [ingle reafon of yomr. Confine-
allented to ment, without any fence of your Offence ro the Law inthat particu-
my Loyal- lar, or the fair Tryal and other legal Praceedingsthar you'bad for
ty affested ;o dnty reluttancy for your affm daring, and ‘defyance of the
?t'?n}‘ € Governours of this City, ‘as often as you were called before thery :
il In the firft places I call God to witne[s, I never bad any malice a=
He had  gainft you 3 nor had I any motive fo cauﬁa’ﬁjﬁb{g to induce me to
now 1~ “wour Profecution (that isthe fhare I hadinit) but the Apprebes-
got thai:‘-ell' fion that your Inclinations were devorad againfty andyour Intereft
;:?;rliﬁm very dangerous to the Kings Intereft bere befides thofe many Ay-
to help  guments, I have of your Iarn‘mfdr prejudice aganft me for the
himinto fake of my Office ; 4nd endeavours to [upplant me eveninthas.
his Office. This I don’t lay to your charge. But if you will do any thing to
if"c;r. which give [atisfaition of yowr bebaviokr for the future to the Kings Ser-
be;ivcfﬁm vice : Iwillbe fofar from oppofing your snlargement, that I will do
enough f= what you never bhad Religion nor ﬁwd natire enongh to think on ,
Emached which 5 , 1 will H[e my Jmall endeavowr to promote st
nee,
Your Servant

John Romfey.

-

One
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L QOne a;h&ﬁ*;badgihﬁis Lciim and knows not the Geutleman,
would imagine him a perfon.intirely devoted to his Majefties
Intereft; asif that were the Pole Star by which he fayles in
the management of all his actions. How fincere he may be in
his affe&ions toiit, 171l not undertake to cenfure ; but J believe
very many (‘and thofe not Diflenters) do queftion his judge-
ment inProfecuting thereof ; asjudging thavdifcouraging the
chief Tradersof this.City, by fevere Profecutions, ‘on Penal
_ Laws, too-heavy Fines and Imprifonments, whereby fome are
forced to quit the City 5 and others to withdraw themflelves
from Trade, that they may live retiredly; are very unintel-
ligible methods to promote the fame.Whether &y this means the
Trde of this fomerime flourithing City hath not been greatly
abated, to his Majefties great detriment, needs no other proof
then comparing the Kings Cuftoms in this Port fince thefe
things began,with what they were before : Which, if 1 am not
greatly misinformed fall fhort {ome years 20000 L. per Anuum
of what they were before; I.verily believe did thisGentleman
find by this management of Affairs, his own Intereft did fuffer
proportionably,he would foon change his meafures. But thefe
things bring Grifts to his Mill.

Well as to the Letter the perfon to whom he fent it, to con-
vey itto me, writes Me word after.this manner.

SIR,

My Townclark hash fent the enclofed, and expeéls your anfwer,
I perceive if be like nor your anfwer, be’l binder your Pardon and
Writ of Error.

Wherenpon I fent him the following Anfwer, which I
thought as modeft as the matter would bear.

SIR,

That any of my Friends have been nfing endeavorrs for my L=
largement, 1 efteem as matter of great obligation, rhey proceeding
chiefly from their own good will towards me 5 what expre(fions they
ufed, (as of Malicebeing the fingle Reafon of Proceedings againft.
mey )1 know not, neither had they any [uch Advice from me, bar
if they faid that there was more than a little mixture of Prejudice
therein 1 believe they e wot. fingle in their Sentiments 5 and whee |

‘Ihﬂ'—j



He kenw
nothing to
alledge,
when he
agreed to
the Peti-
tion.
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hey divers Paffages in the Management 4:{ my Profccution gave
not Sufpicion of Juch a thing, I leave Yonvo'fsidge - But you call
God to Witne|s of the contrary 5 therefore ull Arguments of that
fort, muft vanifh ;5 my often defyance and daying Carriage towdrds
the Governonrs of this City; whenfotver.called before them, (where-
with you charge me ) hath been obferved (for onshr I kyiow ) by
none but your felf.  How fair-my Trjdi-n‘#:,"d;‘; how Legul the
Procecdings agarmnft me bave been., is fitter far sove indiffor crie Per=
fons to judge, then either My. Rumfeyy or my felf. And there-
fore 1 defired a Writ of Error, which ( Jamold ) yeuw Cbflru-
(ted. Yowr Apprebenfionsthat my Inclinatious weie devoted a-
gainft, and my Intereft dargerousto the Kings Intercft here, were
altegether groundlefs 5 for néither word or deed of mume bave ever
fignified any [uch inclinations s if they bave ; clicdge them agdinft
me.  Your Apprebenfions of my prejudice againft you for the [ake
of your Office, are as groundlefs as the formier 3 whatever 1 faid or
did (which you judge was with a defign to fupplant yem) was to

our face, and that which you acknewledged truc sn my beaying. As
to the lattey clanfe wheresn you cxpect I fhould give [atisfattion of
my bebavionr for the futnre ; I know notwhat you meanby it5 you
know in my Petion, I declare my [elf ready te take the Oaths of Al-
legiance and Supremacy, which I think_are the highcft obligations of
fidelity ~any honeit man can lay bimfelf wnder 5 and as little Re-
ligion as I may be rhou‘%br to baveswhen gnce I bave taken them, (hall
Lok upon my [elf mare bound thereby, then by all pecuniary obligati-
ons. Siry if you think fit (upon yeur own Propofals ) to prefer the
Petition towhich you agreed, and to ufe your intereft toward my in-

Largement, you may be fure s [rall be thankfrlly acknowledged by
) Yiur Friend agd S&rwgm_ .

J. Ch.

He had no fooner received this enfwer, but the very fame
day, viz. Auy. 15. after | had {uffered eighteen weeks clofe
[mprifonment in a nafty Goal, (it being an adjourned Scliions)
{ands for me to Court.  Being called. to abjure,\ 1 creved leave
to give fome reafons to the Court why they could not legally
call me to it 3and that _

Firft, Becaufe’twould be contrary to:an exprefs Sta_tuti in
- their
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their own fence.  For upon my Tryal, when my Connfel ob-
jetted that my Indictment was void, as being 1s1d for a. Crime
committedabove four years before, whereas the Statnce of ELz.
3 1. faith, That no Indiltment upon apy Penal Starute [hall be of .
force that calls in gueStion a Fail beyond two years] *Twas then
anfwered, that that Law did extend only to thofe Penal Sta-
- tutes which did impofe Pecuniary Punifhments liniited to .the
King, and not Corporal Punifhments : Now if_they made me
abjure, I thould then forfeit my Eitate by the fame Indi &tment ;
contrary to the Law in their own {enfe.
Secondly, According to this Statute of the 35th, before ab-
juration, Iought to have been Summoned thereto by-a Jultice
of the Peace, which yet | had not been.
Thirdly, That they had Conviéted me asas a Recufant, and
the {ame Statute {aith, Thar no Popifh Reenfant (hould be required
to cbjure by vertue of that A& 3they replyed that I was not Con-
victed as a Popifh Recufant. I told them I thonght that if they
did not find in any Statute mention of Proteftant Recufants,
then it muft be fuppofed that ( Ceram Lege) all Rectfants
were Popifh. But all thefe Pleas being over-ruled, I was forced
to abjure. The Jufticesappointed me within thyee Months to ¢ 4 4.
deparg from the Port of Briffel. gt Siatiin
Now having abjured, one would think the Penalties I had fizn me
already fuftained, viz the lofs of 2 very confiderable Practice, Londoe
eighteen weeks clofe Imprifonment, the forfeiture of my whole or Har-
Eftate both perfonal and real ; Banifhment from all the Kings ﬁ“:’!’ but
A i . ; ey refu=
Dominions for ever might have furfeited the moft exalted ma- 4ot
lice ; but as though the Law on which 7 am Profecuted had
not been fevere enough, before I depart the Kingdom, I muft
be further ftigmatized by akind of Remonitrance preferred to
the-GrandJury at our General Goal Delivery, which was a-
bout five days after my abjuration ; The Paper our 7. C/, pre-
fents to the Grand Jury, contained fuch black Characters and
high Charges againft me, that they abfolutely refufed to fub-
fczribe it.  Upon which refufal many hard words of difpleafure
pafed from him to the Grand Jury. Whereupon they were
defired to draw up fuch a Paper as they would fubfcribe, con-
cerning me 3 and accordingly,to gratify his impertunity, they
produced this following Declaration.. | it
' (4
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We whife Names aye berennto Subfcribed, briﬁg the Grand Fu-
vors for the Body of the City and Connty of Briftol, iz the Conre of
Ovyer and Terminer, and General Goal-Delj very, bolden the 20th.
of Avguft, 1684. Do inthe Names as well of Onr Selves, s of
all His Majrﬂgn Fasthful and Loyal Subjeéts witbin this Csty, ve-
thrn Onr moft Hearty Tharks tothis Conrt, and all others concorn-
ed inthe Profccution againit Ichabod Chauncy, ( /ate of this Ci-
ty) upon rhe Statute of 35. Eliz.for that to Our Knowledge durin
the time of his abode in thu City, ( which bath been for fome Tears)
he bathbeen a great Zealot for the Faltious Party, and by Reafon
of his Employment of Prattifing Phyfick ; We have Reajon to be-
Lieve that he hath bad very Ad“ﬂ#ntﬁgl'nm Succefs, in ga;’a}'ﬂg to
therr Caufe, and Cherifbing in it, very grear Numbers of Profe-
Iytes. Hewas their Champion to fight ont the Battcls of that Par-
ty, whenfocver it came in Queftion before Our Mayiftrares, by
which means, thourh be got of them the Charalter of a ftomt Com-
batant, yet by the Magiitrates of the City, he was [Fill Reputed 4
fawcy Criminal. And this bath xot only snduced them and ws, bxt
may alfo every one that maycome to the Knowledge of it | 10 be of
tbe [ame mﬁng;' then they coxfider thar_be hath nct only smpudence
to menace the deliberate, juft, and temperare Procecdings of this
Court, with a Libely But alfo, topart frem it with-an Impreca-
tion againft it, AndWe do !bﬂ"f’fgﬂ' Declare tothss Court , and
to all the World, That it is Our Opinion, that the Proceedings a-
‘gﬂiﬂﬁ Him, tathe Abj#rﬂrfﬂn af the Realm, was not aﬂ{y fair in
all the Particulars thereof, bur of abfolute neceffity, for 'the quiet
and peaceable Government of this City, and for FHie Majefbies
Serwvice.

~ The plain Defign of which in general, is partly to help Dun
out of the Mire , by juftifying the Town-¢lark in 2ll his Pro-
ceedings againft me; to load me with a Charge of fuch heavy
Crimes, as may dafh any Hopes of a Pardon, and blaft my Re-
putation for the futwre, wherefoever I may go hereafter.
Wherefore, I think all men woyld count me very unjuft to my
{elf, fhould I not endeavour to wipe of thofé grievous Scandals,
which this Remonftrance hath unjuftly caft ‘'wpon me; which
if nor Anfwered, will for the future deftroy ‘my Credic, m}d
0
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fo may undo both my felf and Family : And therefore can-

not but make a few Remarks upon-it.

. Fuarft they fay, That in the Names 25 well of Our Selves

as of all His Maje ties Faithful and L oyal Subjects with-
i thisCity,We retwrsnOunr moft HeartyThanks to thisCounrt,
and all others concermed in the Profecution againft Tcha-
bod Chauncy, #pos the Stature of 35 Eliz. 7 There
are roco ( befides Diffenters) in Br/i#o/ (and about
1it) that will neither concur with you in, nor thank
you for.your Thanks, |

For thar to Ouy Knowledge he hath been 4 great Zea-
ot for the Faltions Party.] *Tis no new thing to have
the beft of men {i Reputed, 4. 24. g.

We have Reafon to velieve, by Reafon of his Employ-
ment, he hath had very aivantagions Succefs, 12 gatning
Lo their Canfe s ] 1 verily believe there is' not one Dil-
fenter the more for me1n Bygland. ( Unlels my fe-
vere Profecution have made fome.) Neither can
they name one - ( of thole many Numbers of Profe-
lytes which they fay, I have made and cherifhed )
that [ ever {olicited to forfake the Church. *

He was their.Champion to fieht ont the Bartels of that
Party, wﬁfwﬁewr 1t came in ueftiin before Our Magi-
ferates, 1. I wes never before the Magiftrates of thag
City, but when foréed to ity and that in my. own
Caule, except cnceoto vindicate my ‘Wife, who was
near five of the Clock in therAfternoon‘on a” Sabbath
Day, taken upin the Streets, and fent'to Bridewe]

as fuppofing fhe"wascoming from a Conventicle.

By which means be got of them the Chayater of a ffout

Combatg
had bee

g

n {0 great amprig them for Valour:

2.3 1 never till now:thought my Reputation

A ol
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Tet by the Magiftrates of the City, he was ftill Reputed
4 very fawey Criminal, ] If the Magiftrates had o ill
an Opinion of him, ’tis ftrange they thou'd almoft all
fo far Encourage him,as to make ufe of him,for aPhy fi-
cian to themlelves or Relatioas.

When they Confider, that he hath nor only Impudence
10 menace the deliberate, jufb, and temperate Prozeedings
of this Court with a Libel.] Produce any Perfon that
ever heard me fo menace the Court, and I'll be con.
tent to {uffer the Punifhment of a Libeller.

Baut alfo to part from it with an Imprecation apainft
7t. 1 The Words wherewith I parted from the Court
were thefe: Mr. Town.clerk, you have now had a full
ftroak ar me; all the harm I wifh you, 1s, that God
may not have as full a ftroak at you Living or Dying,
If this he an [mprecation, let the World judge. Me-.
thinks fome one in the Grand Jury, fhould have
known h: juft difference between a Dcprecation, and
an Imprecartion,

Againjt it.] The words were by name direfed to
the Lowa-clark, and I never thought (till now ) that
the Tewnnclark had been the Court.

We Declare thereforey, That *tis Our Opinion, that the
Proceedings againft him, to the Abjuration of the Realm
was not only faiy in all the Particulars of 1z] Sure now
the Towa-clark will be confirmed in his Opinion, that
there is no need of a Writ of Error, fince he hath the
Opinion of the Grand Jury in Favour of all his Pro-
ccedings. But who befides him, did ever value the
Opinion of Grand Juries, in matters of Law ?

But of abfolute neceffity for the quict and peaceable Ge-
vernment of this City ;1 Is he any whit altered from
what he was formerly ? If not! How came the City
to be peaccably Governed while he was in it near
eightecn years together. And



Ard for bis Majefties Service, 7 His Majelty is only
then ferved, when his juft Laws are Executed, and

- not when His Subjesby Arbitrary Proceedings of his
Minifters are Opprefled.

Thus I have given a true and impartial Account,
of my prefent Cafe: The main Defign whereof, is
not to caft any undue Reflections on the Law, or the
King and his Government ; but toinform the World,
that I am not the Turbulent; difaffe&ted, and difloyal
Perfon, which my Adverfaries have Reprefented me
to be ; and that my Caufe was not managed with o
much Evidence and Impartiallity, but that there was
and is a juft ground for me to expet ( as a matter of
right ) a Writ of Error. But if after all this, I
fhall {till be denyed from men, either wilfully, or
through Prejudice and Mifinformation, that which
I judge to be my Right, I’ll commit my Caufe to Him
that judgeth Righteoully.

FINIS






