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ble,Sir Edward Coke Knight, Lord Chiefe Tuftice of

England, and one of his Majefties moft honourable prinie
| Conncell, axdtothe re(t of the bonswrable and
worthie 1v D G E s,

(%) _
e ee=<d]Ight honourable Lords, where according vatothe
IS ﬁ direGion of good lawes, gracious Soueraignes no-
-' ﬂ' bly rule, and loyall Subieéts freely obey , there the
B gaXce] Common-weale , which is the common good of
g2l both , produceth the mofk royall, bappy and ftable
Monarchy. 1feuer anfr Kingdome hath been fortunate, to giuc a
true mirror and example of this happinefie,this famous Iland hath
been therein incomparable, wherein fo many puiffant Monarchs,
fucceffiucly fwaying this Emperiall Diademe, according vnto the
ancient Lawes and Cuftomes of this Nation , haue {o many hun-
dreths of yeares gouerned this mighty people in peace and ho-
nour at home , and viGorioufly led them in triumphant warre a-
broad, as by the glorious trumpe of forreine and domeftike fame
and Hiftorie isnot obfcure. The fplendor of this truth,the iniuri-
ous afperfion of infufficiencie in our Englith laws,cannot without
{hame or blufhing guile behold. Notwithftanding, fince infome
few things to be wanting , was neuer as yet wanting in the moft
exquifite lawes, policy and ftate that ever hath been,and fince the
Lawe of God it felfe (though perfeéinit felfe) through humane
imperfcction in the true perfection was neuier yet feene, giue mee
A 2 | leaue




T he Ep ﬂff Dedicrtorie,

“Yeaue thmugi all lawes and Comxtrmsm mcparuculartnwnn
der at their generaltdefers “VWhat Lawe 'or Nation in thegete-
&Qionof Witches , and Witch-craft, hath as'}*cttuEr'appcarcd
E;';'.ﬂ{ﬁ}f:[{:;‘,{q orfrom itiftex cp ton exe T!L’"t - HoWvacer: i.'T'lC arc
among all pm le differing judgements 2. Some wdge no Wits
ches avalljothers morethen too many others tn@fu#b many,
in {o, oppofice extteines , forextiem Ll,r oppolites) Igiacnoﬁprc-
fume to prefcribe howal awe m ay become more abfoliite or per-
.ﬁ:{ﬂ:ﬁli“ﬂt]f"ﬂ&nl and enquire to learne. ‘Among matly gene-
rall direGions by differeat Authors, diuerfly publifhed , concer-
ning Eh-‘: perfedting of particular Liwc,s, (as farre as p,rﬁ:&mnis
DnhLl“hmm humane frailety ) Demofthenes in his fecond Oration
zrramﬂ Ar:,r?mr.rfw in mythought doth feemeto cquaﬂ{ﬁnm eX-
ceede) the molt exqui ifite. Three things fayth hf;[ (asmayibee
phum v out of theforenanied place colle &cu} dou:m 1137 \ina-
to the vpright conftitation of euery LOIHP:LIL lawe wher B}kﬂj
may be heldfacred and inuiolate, The firft is, t‘lat it-be—svme
B 2 Msvon, thatis; that it beethe ordiKande and gift of God.
‘Sk.u:mdly that it bee &) pa ¢esripey: eidyomay] thavis, the {age aud
judicious decree and counfell of the miof Wil nd prudmt. The
third is,  that itbr.c mncwe quySwen votay, that 15, thevniverfall con-
{fent {tht‘ff: whole ftate , City or countrey. Cf:r*amdy the true
caufe of the ﬁ:&-r*’rnm mncd genetall lamenefle, and confufion of
Laws inthe propofed cafe of Witch-craft confifteditideel Firf]
for that men haue not asyet ufficiently fearched the holy Serip-
turesto finde out that @« 'n-;@:.-_., that i is , what isthe ordinance
of Godther \,m Sucnndl*;, tor thatmen l‘!:ll]{:l‘!ﬂ" {erioufly con-
fulted with that witedome and pmdcnff which by the light of
nature and reafon Almightie God hath left difcoverable and al-
lowed to be ivftly and trul y decimed, 9 tet geo fgior ardpammer, that
is, the fage connfell, deternination and, decree'of the mofk mdl- |

C10US, gmdcnt and Wlft: eI, !
V‘E en




A The Epiftle Dedlcatorie.

When thefetwoare merand are agreed ; ﬂ-a'nw'}r the ordinance
of God, ‘andithe vpnnht u{hncmc counfell of the maft holy,pru-
dent *ﬂL wife men Dmpﬁ ly fludied jand without ;‘ft‘;a‘i:tamn €X+
ércifed thereiny thénnil the s f‘:l"p”l.”l*mm}' ofallinensheartsbe=
L{mﬂ:uim wn.,mctlm toy 'w hichy 15/ mness ourSien s v, that 1s, th
commoncotifent of Prifice; L‘c.ni lgand Countrey. Vinto. this faibe
worke angbbuilding 'of Ged et oot leeme m“m'l,“"h ns thac]

offer this thy’moytie of defire; and good will. 1 know thavin this
fubiec & manyages of learncd fu.lt'!m tsy hau :*c_*'a;ldn varie d mas,
Ay famous W titers haie been brgmdLL. with infamous etrors;ma=
ny-excellentwitshane’ yumme thenifeloes alirofsoum of {ﬂ.tii‘wirs-,
andithofe who hauie beft deferued, theirteembling penshane nig:
gardlydrop pcd,at.d timoroufly pmimc’ out any £vll s or-firmely
dum!chm. certainty.ltis notwithitandingno bteach of lmb of mo-
delry bt by bounden diity snto thﬂdftbﬂ-ﬁld'nl envand honour
Oftli_ll_h‘ to'adde whatloederin Yy ?tmnﬂ éndeauour may be con=
ducible.Neithér would my man 7 confliérs with difficulties inthis
kitide, hold me excufed, if fm i fpurred, ot rathergalle ‘;J by {o

frtqucn* L:'.-f_terlCC nraLhrs, andgonperationiwith perfonsinfo dis

{":l

=

fters extraordinary manners affi@ed; and fuppofed bewitched; it
fhould awake no anfwerable difpatch ot difplay therein. Let it

thenfeeme no wonder, thata man (though leffe "then the leaft -
mong men) who hathinotoncly:as ini{‘hmhu as others laboured
the fam e particnlar; andras uhﬂ{f*tly therein obferued, burhath
farre more happily been fortuned then othiers, wi n.{lu juent mat-
ter,and occurrents worthy obfernation; and hatl -.Fl].:lut,'f.[“"l.” niore
plcnn{ull} :.ﬂt]ﬁf_ﬁ‘t”ltt]{}} portunitiesto inrich hisvnderftanding
with variery and worth of obie&s, mﬁru{tlﬂff} },‘-lf:iﬁrﬂjﬂn,.'f.ﬂ“"
ﬁrmmghise tperience : Let it feeme no wurd{rr ( 1iay) that a
meane wit, thus beyond others furnifhed tuL"LHL may aduenture
amiddeft fo many doubts and am: LJLE-,L.U- wherewith fo rany
worthies hane been formerly intangled and perplexed, to auouch

.Pi 3 ; ;{nd




The Epiftle Dedieatorie.

and proue cettainity, and dernonfiratipn. In this fubie& of Witch-
craft, by better meanes aduantagcdj if beyond former times .ot
Writers, I haue baply propofed a niore direét and certafne mo-
dule and methode of iudging therein, Idoenot thereby arrogate
vato my felfe, but attribute vato the meanes , nox derogate from .
others, whom if the like contingence of the fame helpes, had as
freely and friendly affronted, and the like facilitie had opened as
ready acceffe, Lacknowledge in the guilty fenfe of my owne exi-
guitic (whether in the outward beauty of words, or inward {ub-
ftance of vnderftanding) ithad been cafie for any man to exceed
with fo good meanesthis {o enil meanenefle of my performance.
Since then (Right Honourable Lords) the fubiect it felfe, & aper-
tinentand peculiar vfe therein, doe point vnto your Honours the
propertic of this Dedication , vato whofe tribunall the lawes of
God and men appeale againft that foule abominable finne, letit
notbee cenfured pride or prefumption, humbly to prefent vnto
your Lordfhip that confideration and refolution which beyond
my merit or defert, Occurrents haue freely adminiftred vnto long-
diftraéed meditation. If there may appeare therein ought aduan-
cing truth, or feruiceable vato the common -weale, vouchfafe for
thofe good refpedts, it may be gracious in your eyes, acceptable
and worthy your noble fauours and protection againft the iniu-
ries of aducrfc obdurate cuftomesignorance, enuy, and the vulgar
indignation of common receiued and deceived opinion. Inthe
meane feafon,my denoted heart {hal deuoutly pray vnto Almigh-
tie Godforyour Lord(hips long life, the multiplication of many
happy dayes, redoubled honour in your feruice of God,yourKing
and Countrey,and after this life thaclife which euer lafteth.

Yossr Lordfbips, in the moft bumble defive, and tender
of hzs desotions [eruice and obfersance.

Jounn CorTa,
TO




T-O: THE'READER.:

TR 'Pufgmjau{ Reader, in this fubsect of witch-craft
=) which I here prefent untothee, thow art not ig-
é norant, what obfcuritie, diffienitie, difference,

: Iscontyarietie and contradiition hath among Au-
MO~ __l,_,: thors and learmed wmen in all ages arlfﬁﬂ. Froms
the effufion of generall ignorance, or [uperftetions blindne[fe
herein , willing towithdraw the valgar illufion 5 I hane inde-
woured demonEratinely todeclare what portion of cersaimety in
(uch vncertanties, God and Nature hath deftined & allowed.

It #s mot any worth either arrogated vntomy felfor derogated

from others, but my [bndions defire and vekement affelton in
this g:.irrﬁﬂ.cmr,rsgfr},?? with fome [peciall experience & paines
vpon dirers occurrents, G occafions extrasrdinar iy hapning,
that bath drawne me forth £o offer my opinion as the ywiddowes
miite, more haply in good will and harty affection, then intrue
walew or deferucd efteeme. If st rsay omly giue occafion vito 4
more exquifite peafell, it isthe heigth of my intention, anda
complete recompence of my indenour. For-this canfe, and for
cominon eafic veading and apprehenfion, 1haue purpofely a-
uoided, and difcentinued the fmooth thrid of a continued labos-
red fbile, and hanefor the moft part preferred andinferted a
pluzne textureof amore valgar and carele(fe phrafe and werd.
The ennious haply mzy canill, that a Phyficion ous of his owne

[uppofed presindts fbould rufl into [acred liftsor enter vpon fo
“bich peints of Dininitiesas by an vnawoidable intercurrence,ds

nece(farily




To the Reader. : e

ucoe(Jardy inleréthemfelues inithis prfﬁd Sabiel Bininitis,
i [elfe doth herein anfivereshess. Jnsi 5&:@’} of Fliologle it
i 1he ducty and pragfeaf ewery mian, tobee withod curiofitie,
frustfully exercifed. Ay ; |
For as touching matter of Dininitie,as it falleth out or is in-
cident in the difeour [e of this fmall Treatife , Ionely proponnd
fuch reafons and confiderations therein, asin common are als
lowable and. commendable in enery Chriflian manand therein
1 doe neither vfurpingly contronle athers swor controulingly con-
clude my felfe,but. wellingly (ubmit vnto the graue u:m[.zrt and
diciature of the learned and reuerend Diine. If thevefore
(good Reader) 1 hane bere publifbed. or. communicated wnbo
thee onght thankes-worthy as it is by me freely intended vnto
thees [0 let st not from me be vafriendly extended by thee. If I
bane i ong bt exred ict it be thy praife and goodnes tomake thy
wfe thereof without abufe. If thew haft formerly thought amiffe,
and.doeft heve reade that 15 more right, bee not. afbamed to ac-
knowledze thy better knowledge, 1fthoulifl not.to knowghen
ko, that truth ﬂu&'md lge tiee, and é;yﬁﬁ:' ber ﬁé@' wit hout

¥
LHEE

Thy well-willing friend,
Tonw CIDT-TA.. _
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Of nasurallknowledge,and how it is [olely acquired, eithey by Senfe,
or Reafon, or by artificiall and prudent conietiation.,

"8 S there 1s°'one onely Infinite,
which hath created all thing:
finite : fo is there one onely fi-
*f nite, moft neerly like vnto that
{ Infinite , which is wifedome
ofl and knowledge in men and
o8 Angels. The knowledge which
off is giuen to Angels , is onely
!l knowne to God and Angels.
The knowledge which is gi-
- uen to man, is knowne by man,
limited, meafured andconfined. It is thercfore by the moft
wife Philofophers and fathers,of former times,and the Sages

of later times and ages agreed,by a generall confent and har-
' mony




2 The Triall of witch-craf?,

mony of the fame truth, that all things which are allotted
man to know or vnderftand,are by two waies or inftruments
* Sealig. de foly to be atchieved or hoped.Thea firft oftheleis the inward'
5::‘2?;":“' voderftanding: the fecond is the outward fenfe. Thevnder
i ftanding hath knowledge diuers wayes. Firltimmediately,
by aninbred Idea, and viderftanding of certaine generalno-
tions common vnto all men, and in them and with them
born. This,though incelletuall,may be in fome fore affimu-
lated vnto that naturall inflinét in bruie creatures ; by which,
when they come firlt intocthe world, yet immediatly by the
direction of Nature, they refufe , and flie from that whichis
cuilland harmefull and feek and know that which is needfull
voto their life and preferuation, Sccondly , the vnderflan-
; »Omnis fyllo- ding hach knowledge by ratiocinarien, by the difcourfe and
_L'tfjﬂi_iéiﬂ"-']‘“‘ vic of rcafon. By this ratiocination » We do in many things
E’::ozf;n;?{; gaine a b certainty of knowledge 5 in otherfome a probabili-

|| rel demonftra. ty and likelihood onely of certainty | yet oft-timesin a ver
| tiva, veldiale- great necrenefle ¢ an:i::mnir}j with certainty, Knowledge
I casAniftot. Tikewife commeth by the outward fenfes, which do certain.
& ‘:%ij‘;lj:i'f,f‘mj}r and ‘vndoubtedly informe the vnderftanding concerning
ogifin®, vei ra. their feuerall proper obie&ts, wherethe faculey is found,and
| fiocinatio, cx the infiruments of {enfe, and the outward meancs nf'mnut}r..

PTDFi‘ﬂﬁtfﬂi‘-ib: anceare rightly difpofed, /
Dialeéticis,ve o thele fiue (en s.the iehtan eari th
srobabilibas, | Amongiheie fiue fenfes,the fightand h ring,the eyeand

licet non cerca €21¢; 2re the moft excellent and chiefe wayes of multiplicati-
vt demonfira- on and increafc ofnaturall]«:nowlcdgc. Befides thefe wayes
| tiuus yliogil- of knowledge , namely, the inward and theoutward fenfe, .
i MUSIAMERVE: there neuer was, not cuer can be enumeration of an other.
E:;:ﬁﬁi;i“ For this caufe the Philofophers haue divided all things thae
it bt verarum . areincident vato mankinde, to know or vnderfland; either
.’ opinionum . vnto fuch things as immediatly din theirvery firft thought
| fows, Ariftor. o mention do, proue themfclues, and atthe firft cofideration |
E:Lb’l‘_ji‘i“: Syllg. OF fightare evident ynto allmen; orfirch as are direétly in-
I iﬁnip,{]i&i ferred and neceflarily proued by other propefitions, orfuch
E%.r imperfecti as by prudent geffe enely and likely conie&ure gitie afaire

| fatio ex Ari- probability of truth and certainty, Such things asimmedi=
| for, ' atly -

L

.i.
{
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withthe true Dfﬁﬂ#ﬂry téfrfcgf:

atly proue themf{elues, and are vndoubred, in their firft view,
are {ubieét either to the fenfe onely, orvnto the vaderftan-
ding onely. Such thingsas arc only proper tothe fenfe, and
theretoimumediatly and properly fubiect, are things feene,
heard, touched, tafted, {melc,as colours figures, lincaments,
founds,mufike;hardneffe,fofincfle,drineile, moifture,rough-
nefle, fmoothnefle, fowre , {weete, diuverfity of odours and
the like ¢ in which, without the v(e ofthe fiue fenfes, men.
cannotbe fenfible or know any thing in thisinferiour world
vnder the heauens, Such things as are fubie& vnto the vn-
derftanding omely , and not vnto thefenfe , and immediatly
proue themfelues, are generall notions and receprions , infe-
parably fixed in the vnderftanding of all men. Ofthiskind
are thefe pofitions in Philofophie. All thingsthatare made,
+ haue theirmateer, a out of which they were made, haue their | Raarass
5 g . Jreriam
fpeciall formesand difference, by which they are apare that o pam.
they are : and laftly to that being, which they are; are rifen Privarionem,
from that which they werc not. Likewife, thefe pofitions '
in Logicke : Euery propofition istrue or falfe, affirmatiue or
megatiiie , and. extendeth generally vnto all vnder the fame
kinde, or to fome particulars,or to a fingulat,or isindefinite,
Likewife,in Arithmaticke thefe: Oneis no number,one can-
not bee diuided , or isindiuifible ; foureis more thentwo,
Likewife, in Phyficke thefe : Euery man is ficke or healthful,
ota neuter ¢ Contraries are cured by contraries , as heat by
cooling; coldby heating, moyfture by drying, dryneflc by
moviting. Asinthefe' named Sciences, fo in all other; there
are thelike generall notions immediatly at the firlt viewe
proouing themfclues vnto the vnderftanding,and enery man
in common fenfe and reafon;, immediatly:confenteth vato
theirtruth ; andhethat deniechir, orfeckethiproofe thereof,
is efteemed iuftly madde, or voy d of reafon. !
.J, There are other things alfo fubieét vato the vnderftan-
ding only , which do notimmediatly vponthe firft view or .
confideration (as theformer) proue themifelues, butare pro-
ued by others more cleere and euidentthen themfelues; as
}Al0] Ba this




4 The Tryall of witch-craft,

this propofition, The motion of the heauensis notinfinite, .
This is normanifelt vnto cueryman atfirlt view , butrequi-
rethanother more manifeft thenat felfe , to make it manifeft
then itfelfe, to make irmaniteft, chus : That which hath a
certaine limitted coutfe,circumuolution and motion, cannot
beinfinite; but Aftronomie for many thoufands of yeares
hath dilcouered the courf{es periods,renolutions and fcr per-
ambulacions of the heauens, and therfore the motions of the
heauens cannot be infinite, Tomay here eafily be obferued,
how the firlt pofition being vnable to proue it felfe, but
another more manifeft doth giue itlight, and doth deauce it
vnto. that, which doth {o immediately proue v feife vato
common {enfe and reafon, and obferuation of all ages and
times, that no'idiet can be igneranc,or will deny it
Thus hath been manifefted, how fome things are immedi-
ately vnderflood in the very firft confideration and view:
{ome are proued by themfclues, fomenot proued by them-
{elucs, but made euident by others.: Asmany things are in
the former kindes and feucrall manners manifefted, and eui- |
dently proucdvnte Reafon, Senfe,or Vnderflanding : foare
there many things neither by themfelues nor by othereui- |
dent, neitherto the vnderftanding and 'reafon;” nor to the
outward fenfeat the firft apparent, but remaine ambiguous
and doubtfull, Inthefe things certainety of knowledge by
manifeft proofe failing, there remaineth no scher refuge, but
prudent and armificiall coniedture; . narrowly bakinE and .
fearching thorow probabilities, ¥nte theneereftpofiibilitie
of truth and certainty. : :
Fromhencedoe arife excellent vfes and benefits vato vn--
derftanding; though not fofacre forth ofttimes gained, as
is defired varorall private ends, yet fo farre foreh, as'maketh
wife and ynderftanding men, excell and thine beforeothers.
Hence it commeth to paffe that in doubtfull cafes, eounfels-
and attempts, one man is feene and knowne'to ouerfhine an
other, as'tnich astheglorious Sunme doth: his ecclipfed fi-
fer,the Mooné: Hence haue iffucd fo imanymoble and }'fm
; roike:
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. s

roike Vertues 3 Sagacitie, exquifitnes of judgement, Pru-
dence, Arr, in the adminifiration of high affaires, For, al-
thnughinprubabt!hics arc no enident cerrainties, yer doe
they {o farre forth oft-times aduantage and aduance: vito
the knowledge of certaincry, that it 1s almoft equall voto
certainty, and doth periwadeand fectle difcreete refolution
and difpefition iv ali affaires, Inthis confiftech the heighe,
the top, the fumme of Art,and the perfection of all humane
knowledge,abouc or beyond which,noman could euer foare
or lewill. By thislight onely the former mentioned meanes
failing ,ts ofttimes gained muth excellence of natural know-
ledge toman, beyond and without whichthe cye and i?;h:
of knowledgein tan is fealed vp, his vnderitanding dark-
ned,and cannot know many hidden things. And thus ro him
+ that rightly doth meditate and confider, it isvadoubtedly
cleere and certaine, how the Creatorand infinite Prince of
all principles hath founded the beginning & end, the power
and paffe of all knowledge, vpon one of the former waies of
inueftigation, befide which'thereis no naturall knowledge
to be expected. Philofophicas yet neuer found otber™waies o . o
g 5341 < . t nsednone
vnto thatinfinite number of all Atts and Sciences ,{foadmi-' 5,0 dum, na= §
rably flourifhing thorow fo many ages of the world, For wramnen  §
this caufe the moft excellent & prime Philofopher, Ariffotle, contnewr a |
reieéteth whatfoeuer canot be found by Senfe, or proued by ["1;:"‘"]”“%{:‘““* i
reafon,as fpurious, Likewife Prolomie hath bounded the true: © "+ PO
Artof Altronomiewichin fatum Phyficsm, withina necefli-
ticin Nature, and to diﬁinguiﬂﬁtﬂfmm fuperftition( wher-
with curiofitie viually defileth or intangleth it) doth limitit
intra connenientem nature modum , that is,within properiion
and meafure anfwerable to Reafon and Naturc, For this
caufe alfo, all true Philofophers haue determined the two
onely inftruments of all true Arts, to bee Reafon and Expe-
rience, which Galer doth call the two legges wherevpon the
Art of Phyfike doth confift. And therefore in the fecond
chapter of his Finitiones medice, he {aith, Optimms is eft Meds-
cus, qwi ommia in < Medicina relba agi ratione, that is, hee who
B3 doth

|
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8 The Tryall of Witch-craft,

dothall things in his fubieét of Phyfike, according to right
rule of reafon,is the moft excellent Phyficion,

Fromhence alfoall truc Artilts haue defined Arttobee,
Habitns cum ratione failiuns, ithatis, a fettled habilitie , and
promptnefle of aétion, and operation according to reafon,
Vponthis ground others haue built other true rules and ob-
feruations,concerning true and lawfull Arts, Therefore (faith
Galen) ars noneft exijs quoram neutiguam est poteilas, Hagog:
cap. 5. thatis, Art is not of fuch things as cannocbe accom-
plithed, Whichis worthy noting, to diftinguifh prefligious
and fuppofed Arts from truc Art. To this others likewife
haue added another obferuation, that is,that Art is imployed
about fuch thingsas are in reafon profitable and not vaine.
Sofaith § caliger,exercit. 37. Sett.3 1. e 75 non o5t de rebses ing-
tilibus. Tt is yer further obferued vpon the fame ground,thac
true Art doth not confound or cloud it felfeinmifts, but re-
duceth vnto order, light and reafon, things diffipate,confu-
fed, and out of order and reafon{as Cicero afhirmeth) o A7s res
dinnlfas diffolntafgue conglutinat, Gt ratione jﬁ;:dam conflringit,
Vponthe fame grounds diuers renowmed common weales
haue expelled all falfe and forged Arts: as, Necramancy,
Aevomancy, Geomancy, with other furtiligiuus Diuinations,
Vpon the {ame reafons, diners Emperors,Kings,Kingdomes
and Lawes, haue exploded, cenfured, and condemned all
fuchas vnder pretext of che wholefome Arts of Aftronomy,

{athematikes, and the like, haue runne into foolith curiofi-
tics, impoftures, and deceitfull pra&ices, Zuitimian the Ro-
man Law-giuerand Emperour, hislawes are extant to this
purpole, Likewife Tiberins hisDecrees for the expulfion of
counterfeic Mathematicians and Magicians. And Ulptanin
his booke de Aathematicis ¢t Maleficis, teltifieth the pub!i- ,
cation of their goods, and their inhibition by the Emperors
from communion with other Citizens fo much as in fire or
water, And as Reafon, good Lawes, Kingdomes; Nations,
and Common-weales haue diftinguithed ingenuous,iiberal,
true and profirable Arts and Sciences bu'ticﬁ:d yponrcalon,

truth




With the tr we Difconerze thereof. 7

truth and ynderflanding ; from bafeignoble, vnprofitable,
needlefle, curious and erronious Arts : fo hath the holy
Scripture bothiuflified fan&ified and commended the one,
and condemned, and nominated with rebuke and fhame
th'other, The firlt is cuident, Exod. 3.verfe 1.2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
where Almightic God doth teflifie concerning the know-
ledgeand skill of Workmanthip in gold, filuer, and ftone,
that he gaue it by his Spirit vnto Bezalee! and eAbolich, who
were workmen according to knowledge and vnderftan ding
in that lawfull Arr, profitable vnto the building of Gods
houfe. The fecond 1s manifeft, 45 19, zer, 19.whereitisin
their due commendations recorded, that thofe who before
vied and practifed vaine & curious Arts,when they were by
the preaching of the Apoftles truely conuerted, intoken of
their vadiflembled repentance, they abfolutely renounced
and difclaimed their vaine-learning; and openly burnc thesr
bookes, though valued at an high ratc and rich price,

an

CH;“LP. 115

That no Knowledge can come vnto man in any Art or Science,
but by Senfe or Reafon, or likely and artificiall comieture, is
proued by the Science and Knowledge of Phyfike in fFrad o f all

other Arts and Sciences, .

N Ow for the better impreflion of that which hath bin

before faid : that is, that nothing is or can be dete-

Cted, oris liable vnto mans knowledge, which com-
meth notvato him by the help of Reafon, the inward or the
outward Senfe, Demonfiration, Ratiocinatiom, or judicious
and prudent Conieation in reafonable likelihood: let vs
examine any one particular, ingenuous, liberall or lawfull
Astor Science, in fteade of many, and therein view, how'b
the former mentioned keyes,dores & entrances {olely,are o
pened the waies ynto- their contemplations, ftudy, and ];_:r-:-
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8 The triallof witch-craft,

fe&apprehenfion. Andifone Artor Science may be fuffici-
ent herein, I think itmolft fitto choofe my owne, becaufe as
to my felfe moft prompr; fo vnto any other not vnprofi-
table. All difeafes thac Happen vnto the body of man are
either outward orinward, and therefore cither feene by the
eye, and deprehended by the outward Senfe, or concei-
ued only by Realonand the inward Vaderftanding, Inward
difeales, and fubicét onely vito reafonand vnderftanding
doc fometimes appeare clearely and certainly o reafonand
vnder{tanding ; {ometimes they do not appeare certaine, or
by certaine notes or fignes, but by likely markes onely,
which are the grounds of artificiall conieéture,

And as fome difeafes arc apparent te outward fenfe fome
euident co inward reafon, fome by artificiall coneéture only
inlearned, exalt feaich and perquifition purfued vnto their
difcouery : {o alfo are many difeafes hidden fromall thefe
wayes of inucfligation , and therefore remaine asremem-
brances of mans manifold ignorance in this life, and of the
{ccretreferuation of Gods decrecand prohibition. As then
in thofe difeafes which are apparent vnto fight, itis blind-
neffeinaPhyficion to make queftion, in thefe which are eui-
dent torealon, tomake doubt.is reafonlefle fatuity, in thofe
which may be attained by artificiall coniectation , fearch or
perquilition,cither te be flacke,1s {loth,or to be vnable,is in-
jufficiency : fo in thofe difeafes,which ncither outward fenfe,
nor inward reafon, nor art, nor artificial conieéture can pof-
(ibly difcouer : to hope or fecke beyond Senfe and Reafon,

and reafonablelikelihood | isreafonlefle and fenfeleffe firi-
uing, and impatience of thofe bounds which God hath fet
to limit the curiofity of man. For better proofeand illuftra-
tion , it will not bee impertinent to nominate fome particu-
lar difcafes inall thefe kinds, Firft for ourward difeafes,and
fuch as are cuident to outward {enfe, they are infinite. Who
that is the leaft practifed in Phyficke , doth notaffurcdly
know, when , with his eyeshe doth behold an inflammari-
on,aShirrus , a Gangrene, Cancer , Callus, Fiftula, Vicer,

Leprofie,

e




withthe tyue Difcouery thereof. 9.
Leprofic,Plora, Struma, Petechia, Variola, Taundes, Gout,
Tabefcence, Extenuation, and the-like. Sécondly, for in«
ward dileafes euident to reafon; he tharisleaft learned,doth
know, that all difeafes which may be defined, muft necefla-
rily be euident to reafon ; as alfo,thatitis not difficult to de-
fine innumerable difeafes to him thatis ableto * conioine ¥ Genus mor-

. with thepartaffedted , the true immediate kinde of the af- b g
fetion, The Romake ceafing her properfunttion of con- g e ba "
coltion, ordepriucd of appetite , doth it not thereby mani- ¢5itiuic mox-
teftly proue vnto reafon fome inward ill affeétion therein ? bifpeciems
If with thatill affe&ion be ioined a manifeft inward heat a-
bout the regionof the ffomake,accompanied with an Ague,
drinefle, thirft and other accidents, and confequences of
heate , is not as plainly deteted the kinde of the affection
tobe hot?

Thus both the partaffetted , whichis.the ftomakeappa-
rently (becaufe there the former accidents are found origi-

- nally moouing and firft feated, ) and allo the ill affection
(which by the manifeft burning heate doth proue her kind)
being both conioined, doe truly define the difeafe to bean
inflammation of the flomake. Thelike maybe fayd of the
inflammations of all ether inward parts of Plurifies, Phren-
fies, inflammation of the Liuer, Splene, Wombe, Reincs,

Guts and otherparts , the certaine tefimonies of excefliue
heate giuing demonftration of an inflammation, andthe
paine(or at leaft,fome defe&) or defettion in the proper of-
fices of the parts manifefting thepartsthemfelues. Ascon-
cerning inward inflammations of diuers parts , fo likewile
efinward Vlcers,and other maladies may beinftanced, The
difeafe of the bladder isoft cercainly knowne, by paincin
the part, or by ceflation of his proper funtions,or defe&ion
therein , and the kinde of difeafe therein by the excretions
oft-times proceeding fromit. And thus an Vicer is oft dif-
couered in the bladder, by paine, with purulent and (angui-
polent miction,  Difeales likewife of the head are certainly
difcouered and 'deteted vnta reafon; by defects gmv;iﬂg ;

' C onic=




10 . The triallof witch-craft,
fometimes in the vnderftanding , fometimes in the memeo-
1y, fometimes in the imagination, fometimes in all tholeto-
Ecther , and fometimesin the generall motion of the whole
ody. Difeafes of the heart likewife appeare by the euil and
faulcy motions of the pulfe, by foundings and defedtionsin
linelihood of the fpirits and vitall facuity. Difeafes of the
Wombe or Mother likewile , doeoft demoniirate them-
felues by deprived or depraved motions. It were tedious
to make a particular enumeration of all difeafes of thiskind,
which are in the fame manner enident and apparent yneo
reafon, e &

Now let vs bricfly alfo confider fome difeafes, whichare
neither euident to Reafon ; not manifeft to Senfe; but are
gained, deteCted, and hunted out of their deepe and hidden
couerts, by the quicke and -;:;Ic.]uiﬁtc fent of probable and
artificiall coniefture; the neceflity or vie whereof, ‘either
m an ambiguous complication of doubtfull difeafes , or in
the extrication of any intricate fingle affeétion or malady,
there is no man in Phyficke exercifed, who doth not dayly
finde, Many examples of difeafcs of this kinde would caufe

- the finall body of chis little worke voluminoufly to fwell :

we will therefore onely propofe one.

Letvs fuppofe a ficke man, doubtfully and diuerfly with
thefeaccidents afflicted: namely,a continuallfeuer,a cough,
fpitting of bloud,fhortnefle of winde head-ache,deliration,
want of {leepe drivefle, thirft, paines in diners parts, fides,
ribbes, backe and belly : What difeafe ot difeafes here are,
can neither be manifeft to fenfe,diftracted in this confufion,
sultitude and concurrence of accidents 3 nor yer be euidens .
to reafon at the firft view | becaufe it requiresh fo differens.
confideration,and denided contemplation of fo many fene-
ralsapart, Here then it remaineth, that learned, iudicious,
prudent, and difcreete artificiall coniefture proceed exact-
ly to diftinguith and analife, asfolloweth, All the forena-
med paines, diftempers and accidents may indifferently a-
1ifs, cither from the Longs inflamed, or the Liugr, or the -

Mld-f .
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Midriffe, orthe Pleura; becaufe any one of thefe by it felfe
doth viually bring forthall , or moft parc-of them. Heere
then prudent, artificiall, and exquifite pespenfion doth ex-
adtly valew and eftceme all the different manners, quanti=
ties, qualities, pofitionsand fituations of pains; likewife aca
cidents, motions, times , manners of motion, caracters, or-
ders,and all other both fubltantiall and circumftantiall con-
fiderations,

And firft, as touching the feuer , head-ache, thirft, idle-
nefle of braine(becaufe they are common tomany other dif-
«cafes befids thefe,& require no curious,but a more curelefle
and common refpe&.) prudent & circumlpect conicctation
doth leaue their needlefle confufion of more viefull and
needfull perpenfion , and doth more marrowly fearch about
thofe accidents, which are more infeparable,proper and pe-
culiar voto the difeales named, and by exaét difquifition in
their indifferencies, doth notwithftanding fift out their hid-
den and fecretly couched differencies , by which , in exact
view they are found and diftinguithed {ufficiently differing,
The infeparable accidents which doe peculiatly , or for the
moft part accompany the difeafes before named, that is, the
inflammation of the Longs, the Liuer, the Midrifte and the
Pleura, are cough , thorenefle of winde, fpitting of bloud,
paines about theribbes, fides, belly, whichinall thefe na-
med difeafes more or leffe are prefent,either primarily,or by
confent of one part with another. Thefe, though {eldome
abfent from moft of the foure former difeafes, and therefore
not cafily diftinguifhed, when they proceed frem th'one or
th'other; yernghtly weighed,and accurately confidered in
their feuerall manners, meafures, and right pofitions in cuc-
ry one, whena partand fingle , they doe likewife in their
confufed mixture one with-another; ye¢ld diftinét and feue-
rall differcnce to him, that.in a iudicious and difcerning
thought, doth beare theiriult diftintions apart. Forillu-
firation, fpitting of bloud isvfually 2 companior to all, or
moft of the foure named difeafes; but in oneinlefle quanti-
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12 The Triall of Witch-cyaf?,

ty, inanothermore; in one after one manner, in another af-
teranother; in one by vomiting, in another byexpeQorati='

« on, andin another bycoughing ; in one with much expuiti-
en,inanother with little; inone with danger of ftrangula-
tion and fuffocation,in another without;in one with thick-
nefle, blackneffe, and fmall quantity of bloud, in another '-
with thinnefle, brightnefle of colout, and more quanti-
ty; and in oneofthefe alfo withlefle, and in another wich'
more difficulty and labour, Shortiiefleof winde, or diffi-
culty of breathing , isa'common companion to all the nas
med difeafes; but 1n one withfrequent expuition, inano-
ther without,and where, with expuition, in one with more
facility, inanéther with difficulty; in one with one mannes
of difcenfion: of the infiruments of refpiration, inanother:
withanother,in one kinde of difficulty of refpiration more
frequent, inanotherlefle, in one more grienous, in another
tolerable,

Thelike may be fayd of coughing, and pains, Coughing
in one of the forenamed difeafes is with much , in another
with little, and in another'with no expuitionatall; inone
continuall, in another withintermiffion; in one with jaten<
fion, in another with remifsion ;1n one loud, in another ftil,
and where, with expeétoration; in one of one colour and
quantity, in-anotherof another ; and in-another ofnone at
all; in onc eafie, gentle, free and without paine, in’ another -
gricuous and painfull 5 yea fuffocatory , and neere to firan~ -

le, Painelikewife is a common companion teal the men~
tioned difeafes ; but diftinguifhedin. th’ one and the other,’
by the manner, nature, and fituation of the feuerall parts,
which apartin eucry oneitpoffefleth , and alfo by the diffe~
rent oddes,fafhions, and kindes of paine s fome bein fharp, .
fome dull; fome quicke, fome flowe, fome with di enfion, |
fome with pun&tion , fome with heauineffe and: fenfible!
weight, fome more grievous to the Patient lying , fome to
him fitting or ffanding, fome more calme in one pofition of
the body, and foree in another, «
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And thus prudentand skilfull conieéture,by due and dili-
gent PEI‘PCHEDI‘J, comparing together oddes, and exactly re-
ferring ynto true difcerning the feuerall properties and diffe-
rencesof accidents , their manners, proportions, and other.
due circumftances, dothin the end reduce every accident to
his right difeafe, and euery difeafe to his right canfe ; where-
by the prudent and iudicious Phyficion doth cleerely ynder-
ftand, direétly-and timely to apply proper and pertinent re-
medies, And thus in doubtfull cafes, which are neither eui-
dent to Reafon, normanifeft to Senfe in the Art and exercile
of Phyfike ; itis manifeft how folert andaccurate coniedta-
on, through the clouds and mifts of ambiguities, dothinthe’
end fo cleerely fend forth and give fo fairc a light,that doubr
it felfe doth become out of doubt, and is little inferiour vnto
cerraine and ‘plaine demonftration: Asa fhort fumme of all
that hath becen faid, whatfocuer hath beene declared of dif-
cafes, the fame may bee propounded concerning their iflues
very briefely. . .

The iffues of all difeafes are either informed from Senfe,
orcuident by realon, or fcrutable by artificiall coniedture,
Examples of the firlt kinde are manifeft,when with our eyes
we behold the motion and Senfe excernall and other out-
ward funétions of the body, either abolifhed, orinanhigh
degree depriued of their power and naturall vie.

This certaine teftimonie of our fight doth certainely in«
forme the vnderftanding, concerning the dangerousifiue.

Examples of the fecond kinde aremanifeft likewife,when
we finde either the caufes of difcafes voremoueably fixed,or
the difeafe it felfe rooted in the fubftance of any of the prin-
eipall parts,oraccidentsin malignitie, vehemence, and fury
irrefiftable. In thefe cafes a doubtful and hard iffue is euident
to Reafon by iuft confequent.

Examples of the latter kinde areal{o apparent, when in
difeafes,good and euill fignesare {o doubtfully mixed, thac
fome promife Life, others as much threaten Death: fome in
numbei difgourage, othex fomein worth as muchas incou-
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rage, We'do oft fec and know in the midde(t of this mift and
darknes, where there appeareth not to a common fenfe fo
much as thelealt fhew of any indication of certaine iffue; yer
through the exquifiteneffe of prudent and artificiall perpen=
fion, and due exadt diftinction in the fore-mentioned fee-
ming infcrutable oddes ; the learned Phyficion cuen in the
firlt {carce fenfible budding of indication, and in the firft
moft imperfet and fcarce-being ; being thercof doth oft
difcouer that true euent,which viually and for the moft part
is feenc and obferued to cometo pafle,

1f any mannot rightly apprehending reafon,make a doubt
or queftion of any fuch poffible exquifitnes, let him confider
and behold it by an eafic example. Inan inequalitie of one
and the fame Vermiculant pulfe , where the beginning of
the fame diftenfionis quicker, the next continuation ot mid-
dle partisflower, and the beginning of the end thereof, en-
ding almolt before it begin : it muft needs be very difficult,
nay, almeft impoffible vnro the firft view of Senfe or Rea~
{on, orto a common iudgementor learning, te divide real-
ly,and diftinguifh this one thort fiwall metion into two or
threediftint times and parts of motion, the fpace fo very
fhort, the faculty of mouing fo low and weake,and the mo-
uingit feclfe almoft altogether in an infenfible exiguitie,and
an indivifible degree of lowneffe,

We {ee oft-times 2 common vulgar cannot im his reafon
concciue it, much lefle by his {enfe ar all perceiue it. Neither
isitfound eafic ro eueryman,though learned therein, yea,
or educate thereto, either perfectly to apprehend the gene~
ral Idea of fucha motion,or at all in the firft proofes and try-
als of hus {enfe orhand to deprehend any particular. Not-
with{tanding, the Phyficion that exquifitely difcerneth and
iudgeth, dothboth in reafon fee, that cuety fingle fmalleft
motion,hath his divers diftiné& diuifron of pares, and alfoby
his di{cerning,wary, iudiciousand exercifed touch, doth a-
pertly deteétand difcouverit: And thus hath been proued by
feuerall inftances taken in the Art of Phyfike, in fleade of l:ull

other




with the trae Difeonery thereof: re

sther Arts and Sciences, for auoiding tedioufnefle and con-
fufion, that altknowledge, all Art, all Science whatloener
giuen vatoman, hath noother entrance, meancs, or wayes
therete , but thorow Senfe or Reafon, or prudentand Yot
 ciall conieStute, (agacitie and exquifitenefle ot indging and
difcerning thereby.

And that it may the better appeare, that beyond thefe
waiesand lights,the Phy ficion cannot finde any knowled ge
or difcouery of Difeales: let vs view fome particular exam-
ples of fome Difcafes for this caufe vndifcouerable, and not
to be deteéted : and therewith confider the impoffibilitie of
difconeric to confift folely herein ; namely,for that they are
remotted from any capacitie of Senfc or Reafon, and from
the reach of all artificiall fearch,fcrutiny and accurate infight
derined from both, which is the higheft ftraine of humane
Vinderftanding.In the gencrall it cannot be denied ( excepe
of fuch whofe vnderflandings are extremely blinde) that it
isimpoffible, that thofe difeafes fhould ot canbee at all fo
much as fufpected (‘and therefore much leffe knowne)which
yeeldno thew,no figne, no indication of them{elues. There
needeth hereofno other,nor better proofe,then the enume-
ration of fome Patticu‘.[ar'di!’r:ai'cs of this kinde.

Are not diuers fecret and hidden Apoftemations, & other
snweard colle&ions of vicious matterin the body, dayly Se-
minaries of vnexpected and wondred fhapes of corruption
and Putrifu&ian,which lying long hiddenin the body, and
by aninfenfible rowth taking deepe roote, inthe end fo-
dainely breake forth beyond  all poffible expeétation, or
thought of the moft excellent, exquifie and {ubtill circum- -
{pection and difquifition ? For abriefe confirmation hereof,
Follevins doth mention a man, the caufe of whofe difeafe
while he lived, being vaknowneto Phyficions, and Aurt, af-
ter his deceafe bis gurs were found gangrened and perifhed,
and therein things viewed like vato Water-fnakes, and his
Liuerfull of fchirrofe knots,

There happened ynto my felfe thisyeere lattpaft, a Pati-
ent,
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ent,a very Worthy Gentleman,who being extremely vexed
with the Strangury, Difuric, and Ifchurie together with pif-
fing of bloodin great abundance,and che ftone,who by the
vie and accommodation of remedies,found much eafe, miti-
gation of paines,and qualification of the extremitie ofall the
former accidents, Notwithftanding , for that there were
certaine indications of an Vicerin the body or capacitic of
the Bladder, his recouerie was not expected, but after. his
deceale, in the diffection ofhis body, his Bladder was found
rotten, proken and black,without any manifef matter ther-
in as caule thereof, or fomuchas one flone, although hee
had formerly and immediately before auoided many {tones
at feuerall times, This I produce, being frethin menory, as
an inftance of impoffibilitie of knowledge vnto aPhyficion
in many and frequent cafes.For how could the fradtute or co-
lour of bis Bladder, while the Patient was lining by any ex-
quifitenefle of Artor vnderflanding, be knowne in any pof-
fibilitie, meanes, or power of man,although all the otherac-
cidents aboue mentioned, were vindoubtedly,by certaine in-
dications and fignes difcouered? I might here deliver man
otherlike Examples out of mine owne knowledge ; I will
onely call to remembrance one more,

I was of lateyeares Phyficion yntoa right Noble Lady ;
the caufe of whofe apparent dangerous eftate, diuers learncd
and fanious Phyficions conioyned with my felfe,could neucs
difcouer. In the diffection of her body after her deceafe, her
heart was found inclofed with a fhining rotten gelly , and
the very fubftance of the heart of the fame colour.

I the fame Lady, anintolerable paine about the bottome
of her ffomack, by fits depriued her.of all eafe by day, and of
reft by night,and could neuer be either knowne in the caufe,
or remoucd in theaccident by any meane or remedy : but af-
ter death, in the diffeétion of her body before mentioned, a
black round gelly as bigge as a Tenice ball, did manifeft it
felfe inchat place, where,in herlife,the iutolerable paine was:
{cated and fixed,

Of
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Of this euill difcoloration of her heart, of the matter and
~ enill colour of that matter wherewith her heart was inuiro-
ned ; asalfoof that collected gelly inherflemake, what

poffible knowledge ( thinkeyou) orexquifite vnderftan-
ding , or artof man could euer in her life time giue any no-
tice or information ? Like vnto this is that which Ho//e-
vissin the 21, of histare ebferuations doth mention. Ina
ficke man perplexcd in a firange manner from an vaknowne

.caufe in his lite, after his death his liuer and epiploon did ap-
peare corrupted and putrified , his ffomake toward the bot-

tonie bruifed and full of blacke iuice or humour, Chriffopha=

yus Sillingus ; opening the body of a childe after death, re-
-porteth, that he faw in the {mall veines,running thorow the
Fuh ftance.of theliver, many fmall {crauling wormes then li-
uing. Beniserins doth make mention of a woman tormen-

ted gricuoufly by aneedle in her ftomake,which wasinmpof-

fible by any artor exquifitnefic of vnderftanding to be con-
ceined or R:fpc&cd ,if natureit felfe working it out thorow
the body and fub@ance of the ftomake , vnto the ourward

view and fenfe, had not {o ‘difcouered it. I will not here

mention the generation of worms, ftones, and the like in the

guts, gall, heart, longs and other parts, of which noart, or
excellence ofknowledge can poflibly take notice,vntil they
haue proued themfelues vito the fight, Many difeafes of
thefe kindes being fearefull and terrible accidents, and affli-

&tions vntothe body, yet for the moft part are neuer dete-

éted; becaufe they haue not onely no proper true certaine
likely , but no pofsible meanes or way of indication or no-
ticcatall, in any reafon or vnderftanding of humane Art or

Science 3 without which the moft exquifite and Scientifical
Clarkes arc altogether difabled, and muft neceffarily be ig-
norant, Thus hathbeenatlarge manifefted , that nothing
can beevnto the Phyfician in bis Art and Science knowne,
which either by outward fenfc orinward is not apparent, or
by likely and artificiall conie&ure from both , is not dete-
£ted ordifcerned. The like might be yrged concerning the
trials

o
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13 The Tryall of witch-craft,

trials of laweand iwftice, and inquifitions of offences and
errors again{t the law, which are the difeafes ofa Common-
weale, as the former of the body of man, Many offencesa-
gainft the law are apparent vito the outward {enfe | as fight
or hearing : and therefore being witnefled by hearers or be-
holders , are without doubt or difficulty immediately di{-
patched, fentenfed , and adiudged. Many alfo areenident
to reafon, which therefore are held and reputed inuincibly
and infallibly to to conuince,

Many offences alfo there are neither manifeft to fenfe,nor
euident to reafon, againft which onely likelihood and pre-
fumptions doe arife ih iudgement ; whereby nntm\'ithffan-
ding,through narrow fearchand fifting, ftrict examination,
circumf{pect and curious view of euery circumfance, toge-
ther with euery materiall moment and oddes thorowly,

and vnto the depth and bottome by fubtil difquifition fado-

‘med , the learned, prudent, and difcerning Tudge doth oft

detect and bring vnto light many hidden, inteftine, and fe-

cret mifchiefes | which vnfenfibly and vnobferuedly
would otherwife opprefle and fubuert the Common-weale.
When by none of thefe wayes of extrication the truth can

pofsibly be gained, the wife and vpright Tudge vnto necef-

fity in want of due warrant vito iuft proceeding, doth with-
patience and fobriety fubmit.  For this caufe (as may bee

feenc vpon records ) many cafesiuftly neceffarily and vna--
voidably {tand perpetually infcrutable vndecided and neuer

determined , as certaine proofesandeuidences of the limi-

ration and annihilation of mans knowledge in many things

ofthis life: Almighty God oft-times decreeing to hide fome

truth from the fight of man,and detaining itinhisowne fe-

cret will and pleafure.

Cbn p-
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CHAP.IDL

whether Witch-craft hane any other wayes ov meanes of innesti-
gation, then thefe before mentionéd, andwhat is the true intte-

fHigation.
IT hath been atlarge before declared, how God and Na-

ture haue limited and confined all knowledge of man,
within certaine waies and bounds, out of which, and be-
yond which it cannot pafle ;5 as allo for that caufe, that
no inflifiable Are or true Science whatfoeuer , doth or can
exceede thofereftraints. There hauebeen alfo diuers exam-
ples produced of the neceffity of mans ignorance, in the im-
pu(ﬁ}l’)ility of much knowledge,and difcouery of things hid-
den and ‘inhibited by the iuft and vnfearchable decrees of
God and Nature. It remaineth now to enquire concerning
ene particular fubieét of Witch-craft, whether in the comon
way of all other detections of truths, it ought likewife con-
fift; orwhether byit felfeit haue other priuiledges beyond
all other trials, Ifreafon be the fole eye and light of naturall
ynderftanding which God hath giuen vuto reafonable man
(as is before proued.)If without it can be no naturall know-
ledge, no Art, no Science no difcouery, If lawe among all
people and nations be fo iuft in all things, asto do or allow
" nothing againft true reafon (in which confifteth right.) If
God himfelfe,and all flourithing Common-weales haue ty-
ed men and lawes , and the decifion by them of all doubts,
ueftions and controuerfies , €ither vnto right proofe, eui-
dence and allegation, according vnto reafon,orat leaft,faire
likelihood prelumption and probabilitie; and beyond thefe
there neuer was, is, or can beany iuft indgement or triall ;
How is it poffible that man can attaine any knowledge of
Witch-craff, if not by thofe meanes, by which only his na-
ture is capable of whatfoeuer is allotted to be known there-
! D2 tof
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to ? Ifthis beinfaliibly true, man muft either by the former
common wayes of knowledge and detection, knowlike-
wife and dete&t Witch=crdft,or els bee altogetherignorant
thereof ; whereof the contrary by daily experience is mani-
feft, It may beeandisobieéted, thatitisabard and diffi=
cult matter to dete&t Witch-crafr,by the former and ordina-
1y courfes , asisoftfeeneand found apparent. - Sois it like-
wife equally difficulr, and as bard by the fame meanes oft-
times, for many a iult manto proucand clecre his oppofed
innocency, and for many an iniurimlﬂy wronged wretch to
proue hisright, to defend his goods, yea, life it felfe from
violence ; notwithftanding, thisis noallowance vnto ano~
ther way,no'reafon or iuflification of any vowarraoted way,
or way out of the way of Reafon, Iuftice, and Lawe ; be his
burden neuer fo importable ; or his injury exceeding cruel-
Lie. _
For,if God had allawed vnto men alwaies fmoeoth,aflured,
certaine and infallible wayes vntothe fatisfaétion of their
wants,and the accomplifhment of their intentions & defires
without failing; what would become of Religion, Vertue,
and Wiledome ? Then fhould euery man bealike wife, and
men would be {o confident in their own flrengthand pow-
er, and fo proud ;. that they would forget God, and neuer
thinke ofthe Almighty. If the meanes and waies vnto all
knowledge, and the information of our defires and affecti-
ons , did meet with noimpediment; no oppofition,no con-
tradiction, 1o cafualty tointercept, and allthings thould
profperoufly fucceed vnto our means' and endeuors, there
would neuer be any vfe of Patience, Temperance, or depen-
dance vpon the divine prouidence; and confequently, little
acknowledgementjand leffe worfhip and adoration of oue
Creator, who according to hiswifedome, good will and
pleafure; doth otherwife gouerne, guide; order anddifpofe
allthings. Forifvnto ourfuppofed needfull ends, vfesand
neceflary defives were certaine and vncontrouled waies, no-
thing-impefsible ; nothing denyed ; then:were our-lufta .
: i lawe,,
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¢ 1awe, and manin no power but in his owne,innoawe, inno
jawe,in norule. |

Therefore Almightie Godin his great and vnfpeakeable
Wifedome hath fubie&ted vaine man, and made his pride
fubic& toinfinite creatures, limics, reftraints, coertions,
thereby to teach him trpe wifdome,piety,truft, dependance,
worfhip, and aderation of his all-reftraining & all-limiting
vnlimited power. Man therefore muftthereby learne to be
contented fo to know, astherewithtolearne to know him-
{t1fe ; thatis, with his large pertion, his lot, his manifold
indowments, his excellencie of Senfe, Realon, Vnder
flanding, Prudence, Art,not toforgetor fpurne at their in-
terdictions, prohibirions, andinioyned lifts, beyond which
todefireto know, is curiofitie, isfolly : Sapientia vera,

Nollenimis (apere, faith the Poet, Itis true Wi {edome, not
to be too wife : thar is, not to know, nor defire to know
mote thenis allowed or needfull : needful,notin our defires,
gut Gods Decree,

Here then let me intreat reafonable men,not too much(as
is vluall) to fwell with indignation, or to be puffed withim-
patience, where God doth not apertly reueale and plaincly
(asthey defireand thinke needfull ) thefubrill engines, and
myfticall craft of the Diuell in the Machinations of Wit-
ches and Sorcerers, but foberly, modefily, and difcreetly, {o
farre forth be contented to purfue the tryalland iuft way of
iheir Difcouery, as with fenfe, with reafon, with Religionis
juft and righteous , knowing that whatfocuer is beyond
thefe lifts yisreafonlefle, fenfelelle, and impious.

For fince God and Nature (as is before faid ) hath limi-
ccd the ferutinie of all true Arts and Sciences, all naturall
knowledge for difcouveric of controuerfies and refolutions
ynto thelightsof Reafon & Senfe, and artificiall conicéture;
prudence, art, fagacitie, and fubtiltie of ynderftanding de-
fiued from thence, vnto what other barre or {eate of Iuflice
can Witch-craftappeale orbebrought? °

Tt may be obiected; the Art of Witch-craft, being fuper-

' D3 naturall, -
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22 The Tryall of witch-eraf?,

naturall,apd the practice thereof fuftained by an extraordi-
nary power; that therefore the meanes and waies of difco-
ueric muft be likewife more then ordinary and fupernaturall,

Hereto s truely anfwered, that fince the nature & power
of Spirits is vnknowne vato man (as things fupernaturall )
and can be, and is no otherwife knowne, butby examining
the workes iffuing from thence, and comparing them a-
right with that which is naturall (becaufe man in hus Reafon
and vnderftanding cannot difcerne that which is truely
trafcending his Nature, otherwife, then obferuing how far
it exceedeth that which isaccording to Nature ;) therefore
( Ifay) the workes of the Diuell, or Witches, though fuftai-
ned and produced by afupernaturall power, yetcan haue no
other way for their detection by man, but that which is or-
dinary vnto man, and natural and poffible vnto man;for that
which is aboue or beyond his power or Nature, is not his
owne,

From hence muftneceflarily be concluded, that there is
no other ordinary way vnto man (‘who knoweth or can
know nothing but that 1s naturall ) vato the difcouerie
of that is fupernaturall, but that way which is likewife
naturall,

Although therefore the fubie& of Witeh-craft requirea
greater meafure of knowledge to difcerne that which is
therein really , and truely fupernaturall, from that which
in nature oft-times hath a very great likenefle, and a de-
cciueable fimilitude therewith: yet.is the way ynto that
knowledge, the common high way which condué&eth vato
all other knowledge whatfoeuer, Let men then be perfwa-
dedand contented (fiice God hath alotted, and allowed
vnto the nature and power of man no otherway), in this on-
ly warranted true way to feeke the difcouery., to finde the
footing, path, and fteppings of Witchcraft, as of all other
things,which by the Decree of God are reucaled vntoman,
and {ubie&t vnto the knowledge of man., i

It may be here demanded, whether Almightic God doth

‘ not
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not extraordinarily, and miraculoufly at fome time difcouer
this fo abominable fin of Witch-craft, afivell as by ordina-
rie ineanes leaue it vato difcouerie ? This donbt fhall more
ficly in more due place be hereafter atlarge difcouifed.

It hath now beene here manifelted, that thereis or can
be no other ordinarie tryall of Witch-craft, then that which
is common votoall other detetions of truth : and alfo that
all detcétions {ubieét vnto the difcoucric of man (as hath
beene before cleared) are drawne and deriued either from
Senfe or Reafon,or likely probabilitie raifed from both.

e

CHAP. TIII,
Of thewarkes of Witches and Disels,

Efore wee proceed further to treate concerning mat-
Btcr of Witch-craft, according to the former waies of

difcounerie and inucftigation : it willbe needfull to di-
ftinguith who is the true Author, caufe, & immediate work-
man of the fupernaturall workes, which by Sorcery and
Witch-craft are’ compafied or brought to paffe.

All created fubftances indowed with powers and vertue
from God their Creator, are either bodily, or corporall {ub-
ftances, or Spirituall, or mixt and betweene both,

Bodily and corporall {ubftances are theheauens, che ce-
leftiall bodies ofthe Starres, of the Sunne,of the Moone,the
bodies of the elements, and all elementarie fubftances from
then deriued and compofed,

Spirituall fubftances are either Angels, or Diuels,or foules
of men after death | feparated fromtheir bodies.

Mixed fubftances, partly Spirituall, partly bodily, are
mankinde compounded ofa naturall body, and and vnder-
ftanding foule,

Hence it-commeth to paffe, that man by his vnderftand-
ing Spirir,doth together with Angels, Spirits, and Diuels,
participate and ynderftand many things ; as the Scripture lreé

ucale
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uealed ; the Hiftory and Creaticn of the whole world y ma<
ny truths of God ; the grounds of Reafon ; the principles of
Nature ; many generall rules and obferuations, and infinite
particular obiects of many things paft, prefenc,and to come.
But for that this vnderftanding Soule is deprefled, and
imprifoned in this life by the body, by the paffions, difeafes,
and manifold incumbrances thereof, and cannoc extend or
inlarge it felfe further vato any portion of knowledge, then
thorow the narrow windowes,clofures, parts and organs of
the body : therefore muft neceflarily the knewledge of man
be much inferiour vnto that meafure of knowledge, which
Spirits, being of a more {ubtill effence, and free from the
burden and incumbrance of an earthly tabernacle or prifon,
doeina morelasge extent inioy.

Asis faid of the difference of knowledge in Spirits, be-
yond the power and nature of raan : fo may be faid from the.
{ame reafon of the difference of the workes of Spirits, farre
inlarging and extending their vertue and pow er,beyond the
power and force of men, |

The workes of men, are confined within the powerand
nature of thefe fublunarie bodics, voto which they are an-
nexed, and tyed.

The works of Spirits are limited to no corporall {ubftance
or body, but {pacioufly compafle the whole and vniuerfall
body of the {ublunary or inferiour world (as the Diuell dorh
witnelTe of himfelfe,/ob 1.verfe 7.)and are not tyed vsto any
particular place, but rule generally therein, ancrin all places
by the permiffion of God, asis cuident, Ephe,2.ver, 2. whete
the Diuell is called the Prince that ruleth in the ayre, euen
the Spirit that now worketh in the children of difobedience:
and likewife, Epbef. 6.verfe 12.where beis called the Prince
of darknefle of this world. , ;

From thefe vndoubted grounds, itis neceffarii}r inferred,
thatboth all knowledge exceeding the knowledge of man,
mult needes iffue from the knowledge of Spirits , and alfo
shatall works, ¢x¢seding and tranfcendent,aiouc the,powc:l-

| an




with the true Difcoucrie thereof. 25

and nature of corporall fubftances, muftineceffarily be the
force of Spirits, It may now be demaunded,how the works
of good Spirits fhall be knowne and diftinguifhed from the
works of eusll Spirits and diuels , fince both their workes
proceede from the fame nature, fubftance, and fpirituall of-
fence common vnto themboth, This fhall appeare by the
confideration of the orders and forts of good Spirits expref-
{ed in holy Scripture,and their propertics , befide which, all
other are neceflarily cuill , and therefore diuels ; like vnto
whom likewife , by iuft confequent muft be their workes, D,
the one reciprocally * difcouering the other. All good Spi- *5*’*“3"}_{‘, boni |
rits are either Angels and Meflengers of God, {pegially fent ;f::a!ig c"nni:_
with his holy embaflage, to {pecial holy men, for {pecial ho- frmari ’Pﬂ-
ly-ends ; aswas the Seraphin fentvnto ffaia, the 6. (bapter gratiam.Ange= |
verfe 6, and as were the Angels vntothe Shephéards , when limaii, pe
our Sauiour was borne, or as where thegngels which i‘i“:::l” ofoas |
were {ent vnto the Patriarkes of olde, or elsituteler An- pepe .,,,:E,,_ '
els, ordinarily commanded to guide, prote, and defend Magift. Sent.
the Ele& and chofen children of God,as ismanifeftboth by dift, 7.1ibz,
the teltimony of our Sauiour, Matrh, 18.ver[.10. See that
you defpife not ({ayth our blefled Sauiour) one of thefe little
onés : For I fay vnto you;that in heauen there Angelsalway
behold the face of my Father, whichis inheauen, Andby
that Text allo, Heb.1.verf. 14. Aretheynot all miniftring
Spirits (fayth the Apoftle,{peaking of Angels) fentforthto
minifter for their fatcs,wha (hallbe heires of faluation ? Be-
fide thefe orders of good and hely Spirits, neither hath the
holy Scripture , neither haththe light of reafon, or nature,
or obferuation knowne or difcouered any other,
All the workeslikewife and employments of thefe good
Spirits,are all and cuer obferued to belike them{clues, holy,
good, freely ferning, and miniftring voto the cxpreffe will,
knowne and vndoubted pleafure of Almighty God, asis
certainly confirmed, Pfal.103. verfe 20. Praifc yethe Lord
(fayth the Pfalmift) ye his Angels that excell in power,that
do¢ hiscommandements in obeying the voyce of his word.
All
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All workes therefore or effeés iffuing from Spirits, that can2
not bec proued and manifefted to be firft commanded by
*God;; {econdly,tending folely to the execution of his wilj:
and thirdly, are not contained in one of the foure firft men-
tioned offices and adminiftrations of Spiri:s,th’ey are all cer-
tainly and affuredly tobe fufpedted as works of diuelsand
cuill fpiries, whom God doth permit (as fayth 8. eAugnitine
in his 3. Bookey de Trinitate) tobring to paffe fuchworkes
of theirs, partly:to deceiue thole wicked | which God in
iudgement hath ginen ouer to be deceived of diuels; partly,
to quicken and ftirre vp the godly and holy man, and to
trie anaiprooue himthereby, as hiee did his faichfull for-
uant Job;jl i eibelfies
Now tonamore diftinét cleerenefle and light vato' the
proofe of tadftfulpected workes of diuels, itis very profita-
ble, neceflarifand. pervinent;, thatwee confider their kinds
which are two. “Fhe firltkind is of fuch fupernatural works,
asare done by the diuellfolely and fimply to his owne ends
or vie , without any reference or refpect to any contractoy
coucnant withman; The {econd kindeis of fuch tranfcen<
dent workes, as arcdone with a refpect or reference viita
{fome contraét or couenant with man; oln thc'ﬁ-rﬂl',{thi‘:di-;
uellis folely an Agent for himfelfe ; wirthoue the confent or
knowledge of man, In the fecond ;rehe'fipernatusall and
tranfcendent works are truely, effentially, and 'iffimediare-
ly from the diuels; alfo (becaufe outof the'reach orpower
of any command of man fimply) yeb therein man hatha pro-
perty and intereft by couenant and'conttact, and derivation
thereof from thediuell, whichiis truely and folely Sorcerie
and Witch-craft : for fince fupernarurall workes“are onel
proper toa Spirit, aiidaboue thendeure andpowerofinan,
they cannot tmely and propecly: bee efteemed:his - "and
therefore it is ot the fupernaturall worke itfelfe ) but nvans
contract and combination therein withthediuell; his'con-
fent and allowance thexeof|that dotlemake t his] and him a:
't t oot s ey e W‘itd‘?;-
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Witch,a Sorcerer,which is a contraéter with the divel, Now
let vs proceed o confiderhow thefe {upernaturall workes in
the former feuerall kindesare or may be ‘iﬂt‘-‘&‘{d; {ome by
Realon, fome by Senfe,

CHAP. V.
The workes of the Dinell by himfelfe, folely wronght without the

affociation of man,
\ _
T is not defitute of eafic proofe, that there are many fu-
I pernatural workes of the diuell manifeft to fenfe, where-
in man doth not participatein knowledge , contractor
confent with him, Did not the Diuellin the body of a Ser-
pent miraculoufly * reafon,difpute,{peake and conferre with * Infirumen.
Ena, Gen.3? Wasmnothis fpeech and voice wndoubtedly,mga- twm Diaboli
nifeftly, perceptibly , and truly heard,, and founding in her Serpens. Tre-
cares ¢ There then was no man as, yet borne that could ',F;]Ifugh”f’“"
. i . . € JECPCOT
combine with the diuell in this fupernaturall worke, orthat gj4 ,,friﬂ,
could then be found a Witch, Likewife, was notthe diuels (peake, It was
carriage of the body of, ourSauiour, and {etting it vpon a a true Sespent
inacle of the Temple manifeft to the eye? Wasnot the fire “T‘;‘: "ga‘]‘i""’**
which the diuell * brought downe fromheauenin {o mjra- EEL_ ":21;'1 EI
culous manner, and in {o extraordinary power to deuoure Sf:.-'rpﬂ'ntas the
{o many thoufands of Jobs fheepe,truly vifible 2 The Mef~ Angelinthe
fenger efcaping to bring the tydings doth witnefle it, Was Afle.
not the power of the diuell feene at fuch time, as 1 the Gof- Drppillet.
- pell hee carryed whole herds of fwine headlonginto the ety
Sea ? Was not the Diuell feene to rend and teare the bo-
dies of menby him poflefled, in an extraordinarie and fu-
pernatiirall manner and fort, Marke the ficlt, Luke 4. Math,
17. Marke theninth # Was not the very voyce of a Spiric
heard and diftinguifhed , when the diuellin {o fearcfull and
marucilous manner cryed outin the pofleflfed , 2ash. 8,
Mrkss. Lukg 82 Did not the people behold the miraculous
23913 E 2 force
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force of the diuell cafting the poffeffed into the middeft of
them, Luke 4. verfe 33,34, 35 ? Did not thepeople heare
and behold a foule Spint crying aloud, and in anadmirable
power ailimanner, comming out of the poflefled, Marke 1.
24,25,26,%72 All thefe were workes fupernaturall of the
diuel, and manifeft to outward fenfe; yet no mention, no
fufpiciony no reafon of inention ; jor fufpicion of a Witch or
Sorcererswherin therfore the diucl alone was fole Agent.But
itmay be obicéted,that thefe examples out of the holy Scrip-
tures are recorded as things fpecially feene,or noted in fome
fpeciall ages and times,which after times and other ages do:
not, or cannot affoord. 7291 yfod'n T
The contrary is manifeft by the faithfull hiftoriesand true
reports of Ethnicke writers, who living in diftantages, doe
not differ in the true confent & harmony ofthe famereport,
concerning the fame things, as they haue fucceeded intheis
feuerallagrs, Itisnotincredible,but certain vntoany coms-
ion Reader, what diuers authors of approued faith and cre~
dit, in feuerall ages haue written : how the diucll not oncly
outof the bodies and feuerall parcs, * apart of the bodies of

men haue vttered words, and {poken-with the voice of men,

cuen as inthe Gofpellhee did'out of the poffeflfed; butalfo
aut of trees, caues of earth,images andtatue, The firftis e-
vident by the generall report from one {ucceeding age vn=
to another,concerning the Pithons Pithonici kyyuspiwSoi Vern=
trilogi, and thelike, The fecond was neuer hid manyhun=
dreth of yeares, for many ageslong before the birthof our
bleffcd Sauiour, as is apparent by the famous Oracle of De/-
phos, the Oake of Dedora , the ftatue of AMemnon, Petrus
Gregorins, Tholofanus,in his Symtagmainiris, reciteth thishi-
ftory concerning ‘certaine [tatues at e Alexandrid, thatthey
did Fall vto the ground fodainly,and with an audible voice
declared the death of Mamricins the Emperour, euenat the
fame mosnent and point of time when hewas then flaineat
Rome,

As the Diuell doth fhew himfelfe by voices and foundsin:

trees,

-

o
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trees, caues, ftatues, and the like : fo doth he in diuers other
outward fhapes and formes of other creatures.

Thus he appeared ynto Exa, and fpake vnto her in the
fhape of a Serpent aforefaid. Of his appearancein diuers o-
ther formes likewife are many teftimonics.

It is reported by Jobn de Serres the French Chronicler,that
the late renowmed King of France, Hesry the 4. being in his
hunting {ports, a Diucll or Spirit prefented vnto the Kings
eares & his whole company, a great cry of hounds, and win-
ding of hornes. The King commanded Count Soiffons to goe
fee who it was, wondcring who' durft interrupt his game.
The Earle fiill 1{fu'mg forward toward the noilfe, ftill heard
it, but feemed nothing nccrer vnto it , though defiring to
come heereftvnto it. Atlength abigge blacke man prefen-
ted himfelfe in the thickeft of the bul%cs, and fpeaking vnto
the Eatle fome few words,fodainely vanifhed.

There could beno deceitin fo many eares and witneffes ,
nor can the obie&tion ofa meere imagination ftand vncon-
trouled of the iuft reproofe of want of wir and good maners,
in doubt or deniall of fo faire and fo well aduifed due tefti-
monics.

Mafter Fox, in the life of Martin Luther, dothrelate the
apparition and conference of the Diucll with a young man ;
who vpon contraéts agreed betweene the Diuell -and him.
felfe,deliuered vnto the Diuel his bond for conditioned per-
formances. - '

Speede 1n his Chronicle,and relation ofthe paffage of ma-
ny affaires, within the time of Henry the 4. doth make men-
dion of the apparition of the Diuellin the habite ofa <Aio-
rite Eryer at Danbury Churchin Effex, with {uch thundring,
lightning, tempefts, & fire-bals,that the vault of the Church
brake, and halfe the Chancell was carried away. |

1 will not further recite infinite Hiftories and Reports,
which may fecme to depend vpon the obfcure or doubted
éredit of fuperflitious fations, or partiall Authors, but of
fuch onely as by the common confent of times, and generall
Searhar | E 3 voice
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30 The Tryall of witch-craft,
voice of all Writers, exa credit and efteeme.
Inthis kinde what 2 multitude of Examples doth the
whole current and ftreame of all Weriters of all ages afford?
Who almolft that readeth any ancient claffical Authorcan a-
Vide Platonem y16ide the common mention of fained gods, * and goddefles

’f‘h?”l{’m’dt of the field,of the woods, of the mountaines, of houfes, of
weviribus & L iy o . ]

porcltaubus  defares, of riuers, of {prings, and the like, ‘offering them-

Heroum, quos {elues vnto men and people, fometimes inone fhape, {ome-
LatiniLemu-  ¢imes in another ; requiring worfhip, ceremonies and rites;
Ei‘g‘:;m’" “* {omeinone manner,{fome in another ; doing ﬁrangc and ad-
item di,:& mired workes oft-times, fometimes pleafantly encountring
dezmonibus  people, fometimes menacing 2

promiflcue in Herevpon grew the multitude and varietic of names gi-

caelo, terra, & 0 oo them,according to the feuerall maners, thapes, ge-
fingulis mundi

regionibus di- ftures, and places which they ';.f'tf‘:l 5as * Fanniy Satyrs, Nym-
ftributisvide  pbe, Empufa, Lemures, All Chriftians, who know God, his
in Politice.  word, andtruth, and thereby beleeue one onely true God,
VideP !j*?‘ . mult needs aflure themfelues that all chefe were,euill Spirics,
:ET&__L:!:EII* and Diuels. Thatfuch were all times, ages,hiftories,and re~
Plato promif. cords of times with one vniuerfall confent confirme, That
cue Dxmones they were manifeftly feene, knowne, and familiarly by
appellat, Lati. the'ourward {enfes difcerned and-diftinguifhed, cannot bee
EL:?.;H::;T?&:E} denied, by the feuerall defcriptions of their maners, fhapes
dam officiis  and geftures,

diftinxerint. And thus briefely 2u0iding the tedioufnefle of the multi-

tude of vncertaine particular examples giuen by priuate men,
I haue by vndoubted and yncontrouled references yato ages
and {ucceffions of continued hiftories from one vnro another
manifefted, how among the heathen, the Diucll bath 2ppa-
DiabolusDei rently offered himfelfe vnro the outward fenfe, without the
E‘.I'l'f:ffhj;‘i?_& aflociation of 2 Witch or Sorcerer: Which was likewife be-
wdine infinner fore proued by inflances out of the holy Scripture.Inall thefe
inanimos fim. the Diuell hath affeted to * counterfeit the apparitions of
plicium, thebleffed Angels of God vnto his holy feruants, thereby
Calvin.lib.t+ 4 yake himfelfe like or equal vnto God inignorant and vn-

Inftir. cap.8. e 4
Seé. 2, - belceuing hearts,
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CHAP. VI.

Workes done by the Dinell, with refpelt vnto Conenant with
Man,

workes as are offered by the Diuell,wherein manhath an
intereft and propertie by contraét with the Diuel ; asalfo
o (hew that thefe workes are manifeft in like manner vnto
the outward fenfe. Vnro this proofe out of holy Scripture,
behold the Witch of Endor 5 did not Sasd contract with her,
and fhe promife ynto San/to bring yp Samwuel vnto him? Did
not Saul fee the vifion raifed by her, oratleaft{peake there-
to, and receiue anfivere there-from, 1,54m, 28.8 ?were not
then his eyes and eares (thofe two outward fenfes) certaine
witnefles of her Sorcerie > Behold alfo the Sorcerers of E-
gypt. Did not Phardoh {ée & view with hiseyes thofe great
and mighty Sorceries, water turned into blood, rods into
Serpents, Frogges caufed to iffuc out vpon the face of the
earth?
And as the holy Scripture doth afford vs thefe examples:
{6 are the hiftories of all ages, people,and countries, fraught

IT now followeth to giue examples of fuch fupérnaturall

wich the like as manifeft to fenfe asthefe, and as apparently

deteéting and ‘p-:rir'u'.:iﬂ[r]_r:l out the Sorcerer and Sorcery.

Liny reporteth, in thofe ancient dayes of Rome, that the
Romane Clandiaaveftall Virgin, did thew her felfe in aét,able
alone with eafe and facilitie to draw a mightic fhip by a {mal
linc or girdlé, which'wasin the weight and greatnefle vn-
moueable,againft the force and power of many' ftrong men;
affifted by the firength of cateell accuftomed to draw migh-
tie and heauy burdens ? That this was an aét fupernaturall,
and abouie, and beyond any naturall vertue lor force in her
Nature, is madnefle to doubt, That iri this fupernaturall at
alfo,fhe had a propertic by her allowance and liking thereof,
y ' expreficd
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exprefled by her voluntarie aétion of yndertaking & draw-
ing; who can make doubt ? The a&t was {upernaturalland
aboue her power and nature : her good will, allowance,and
voluntary purting the a& in practice, did proue her confent
and contra, with that power and nature fuperiour voto her
owne, which is vndoubtedly Sorcery and Witch-craft,

Tuccia alfo a veftall Virgin is reported by mumbling of a
certaine prayer, to keepe water within a fiue, or a riddle,as
witneffech not onely Pliny, but euen Tertullian. :

* (amerarins maketh mention‘of a man, who armed onely
with certaine charmes, would vndertake torecciue vpon his
body,without harme,bullets or fhot out of the fiery cannon,

He maketh alfo mention of another, who would ynder-
take tolay his hand vpon the mouth of the like inftrument,
cuen when the fire was alreadie giuen, and thereby caufe the
flame appearing in themouth therof, together with the fhot
there,to ftay.

It is credibly written of Pythagoras, that hee was at once
by feucrall parties feen,in the very fame point of time, both
in the Citic of Thuriunz,and the towne of Metapontums.

Apollonins likewife was tranflated,as it were, in the twink-
ling of aneye,or in the fpace of a word fpeaking from Swzyr-
s, vato Ephefiss, as fome hiftories report. That the power
by which thefe things were done, was more then humane,
no Reafon can doubr, That alfo the voluntary acceffion of
thefe mens difpofing, or apting théfelues vnto. thefe works,
doth proue their confent, and by confent,focietie with a Spi-
rit, who can doubt ¢ 5

But here by the way, is iuft occafion offered ynto a que-
ftion ; namely, whether a Spirit or Diuell can caufe or bring
to pafic,that the fame true body at once may bereally in two
diftant places, as it feemeth by this hittory of Pyrhagoras,

The anfwere hereto muft needs in reafon be negatiue; be-
caufe itis impoffible in nature,and in the ordinary vnchange-
able courfc of all thingsby God created, that one indiuidu-

all & continued fubftance, or entire thing fhould be Wh{::illy :
| 5
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deuided fromit felfe; and yet be e felfe,or poffibly be twice,
or bein two places , and yet bee but one and thefelfe fame
thing.
Wee muft therefore rather here thinke that the diuell 1sa
Iuggler,prefenting the liuely (hape & pourtraiture of Pyrha-
goras in onc place, and thereto haply by his [upernaturall
ower, adding a counterfait livelthood of fpeechand ge-
ure, while the true fubftanceis certainely and truely feene
in another place. That thefc like practifesare viuall with
the diuell, is apparent in many other kinds befide. Did hee
not vadertake, Math. 4., verfe 8. vnto wiledome it felfe our
bleffed Sauiour, to fhew vnto himall the Kingdomes of the
earth, a thing fo farre out of hisreach and compafle,but on-
ly by alying andiuggling vifion ? If this he doth vnto the
Sonne of God, how fhall the filly fonnes of finfull men ef-
cape?Itis written by fome Authors,that the diuel hath per-
{waded fome foolifh Sorcerers and Witches, that hee hath
changed their bodies and fubftances, into Catts, Affes,
Birds, and other creatures, which really and indeed without
illufion (if itbe not prefumption to reafon with the Diuell)
isimpoflible vnto him to doe. Forthere can bee noreall or
trug tranfmutation of one fubftance or nature into another,
bug either by creation or generation. The one is the {ole
immediate hand of God, communicable to no creature (be-
caufe there cannot be two Creators ) the otheris naturall, ;
.the finger-work and power of Godin nature,and proper to HS;EI?JE,E?.H
the nature of liuing animaze creatures, notco Angels or _rﬂn-;m-cti;,{-:.-;
.Spiti‘qs. : APParara maice
Againe, creation is the worke of an infinite power, and 112 perantecel.
therefore of God alone , becaufe there can be but one Infi. fonemmot
ite, whofe nature containing all things , and ined of o2 Juim
-nite, whole n: g gs, contained of & o/ 5 x0re
mothing, can adimit no equall,no fecond,no other, The Di- 74y recentio.
aell then cannot create. Thatlikewile he ¢annot caufethefe res Ciceron:
tran{mutations by gencration, is as plaine.and cuident, be- maluerunt cg.
caufeatrue and reall gencrationhath many precedent *alte- Ibnt‘:riid:fl:t?
aations, and by licelc and little] ; fpaceof ime groweth vo- evercir. & [,
I : 42 O 14,
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to the perfe&tion of thatkinde, vnto which it dothtend or is
begotren ; but thefe {eeming tranfmurations by the Diuell
of the fubftances of Men into Cattes, and the like, are {wift
and fodaine, in amoment , and without preparation: and
therefore are no true , but feeming and iuggling tranfmuta-
tions.

Here may be againe obicéted , that theDiueltis ableto
worke aboue the power of Nature ;-and therfore befide and
abouc the natarall courfe of generation, hee isableto make
thefe reall tranfmutations. Itisan{wered,though the diuel
indeed, as a Spirit,may do,and doth many-things aboue and
beyond the courfe of fome particular natures : yet dothhee
not, not s able to rule or commaund ouer gencrall Nature,
or infringe or alter herinviolable decrees in the perpetuall -
and neuer-interrupted order of all generations; neither is he
generally Mafter of vniuerfall Nature , but Nature Mafter
and Commaunder of him. For Nature is nothing els but the

s Natura eft ordinary apower of Godin al things created, arnn::{g-whi ch
ordinaria Dci the Diuell being a creature, is conrained, and therefore fub- .
poteltas. iet to thatvniuerfall power. :
Sealigs For this caufe,although aboue the power of our particular
nature, the Diucll asa Spirit doth many things,whichinre-
fpect of our nature are fupernaturall, yetin refpect of the
ower of Nature in vniuerfall, they arebut naturallvnte
himfelfe and other Spirits, whoalfoarea kinde of creature
contained within the generall nature of things created:Op-
pofite therefore , contrary’, againft or aboue the generall
ower of Nature, hee cando nothing. Therefore, to con- .
~ cludethis point, hee cannotbeable to commaund or com-
paffe any generation aboue. the power of Nature, whofe
poweris more vniuerfall and greater thenhis. We wil then
hence conclude , thataboucand beyond the vniuerfall Na- .
cure and coutfeof all generation, hee cannort makea true -
rranfmutation of the fnbfance of any one creature into a- .
nother,
Tt was before proued,thatit is impoffible for him todo it -

by ¢




with the true Difconerie thereof. 35

by creation, It is here manife®t, thathe cannot doit by any
courfe of true generation, Therc can be no reall tranfmuta-
tion of one fubfance into another, without either 2 creati-
on or generation,  Wee will therefore conclude with the
faying of Saint e AHguftine de Cinitate Dei, lib. 18. cap.18.
Nec [ane Daemones naturas creant , [od [pecie tenus, gue a Deo
creatafint , commutant, vt videantwr effe qua non funt : thatis,
diuels cannot-creatc any nature or fubftance,bucin iuggling
{hew or feeming onely , whereby with fallc fhadowes and
outward induced fhapes couering thofe things whichare
created of God , by thefe commurtations they caufe themro
{eeme that which they are notindeed.

Concerning other manifeft iugglings and illufions of the
Diuell, diuers authors haue giuen diuers examples, but that
which aboue al the reft doth moft palpably deteét him here-
in, is a hiftory related by Joannes Baptifta Portain bis fecond
booke de Magianaturals. He there witnefleth,that vpon the
Diuels fuggeftion, a Witchbeleeued firmely , and perfwa-
ded her {elfe,that all the night fhee had rid in the ayre, ouer
diucrs great Mountaines, and met inconuenticles of other
Sorcereffes; when the fame night the mentioned Authour
himfelfe, with others, had watched and feene her all that i-
magined time of her tranfuectié in the ayre, to be within her
chamber profoundly fleeping; yea, had fmitten her, made
her fleth blue with firokes, and could not awake her , nor
Etrfwndc her afterward , whenfhee wasawaked that they

ad {o v{ed her,or atall had either {eene or beheld her, Thus
preualent was the inggling power of the Diuell,
" S. Austinede Cinitate Dei, lib. 18. doth deliuer an Hiftory
concerning the father of one Preffantins,who'llying in adeep
traunce {o profoundly thatno meanes could awake him, did
dreame ((aswhen bee awaked he did report) thathee was
transformed into an Affe, and carryed bagges or burdens of
corne. into a campe of Souldiers, At the fametime,inthe
{ame manner , {ucha like Affc as hee in dreame imagined
himfelfe did bring fuch burdensinto the fame campe.
: F 2 Frem
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From thefe examples may beeiuftly drawnea plaine de-
monftration of the Diucls palpable weeling and illufion,
which alfo may ferue for confirmation’, togethet with the
reafons beforcannexed vnto my tormer anfwer, concerning
the Dinels{eeming, or deceitfull prefentation of the reall
body of Pythagoras in two diftant places at once,in the {fame
point of time, And from all thefe conioined and conferred,’
may be truely inferred and collected , thar the Diuell as hee
doth many {upernaturall workes re ally, fo he doth many o-
ther by illufion and beguiling the imagination.

Thelc his iugglings notwithftanding are things alfo fuper-
naturall, and tricks onely poffible to Spirits and'impofiible
toman, For it isimpolsibleto man to frame fo liuely afee-
ming prefence of manin oneplace, that it fhall not bee dif=
cerncd otherwife then the very fame true prefence and re-
al fubftance whichisreallyin another place, as alfo to fafteri’
{uch dreames as were before mentioned,vpon men; -and ac~
cording to thofe dreamss to caufe the things dreamed ;' by-
the witnefle and-teftimony of other beholders, to bee
brought to pafle in foliuely likenc(Te and fimilitude,as can-
not bee difcerned and difcouered otherwife then'the very
fame that they wercindreamelikewife beleeued,” .=

From hence it doth alfo follow very neceflarily, that:
what man focuer fhall vndertake thefe fupernaturalliug~
lings, which are only poflible in the power of Spirits,and of
the Diuell alone, is therby as truly conuincedto be'a Witch! -
or Sorcerer, ashee that vndertaketh any of the formér reall
fupernarurall works, orany ether of thelike kinde, becaufe!
they are both and all alike proper onely to the diuell, and
wherein man can haue no property jor power ;, but by and
through him. Letvs now thenagaine returhe viito the'
Diuels rezll fupernaturall performances and workes, ynto’
Sorcerers, from whence by the way of anfvere vnto the for<
mer doubt , concerning Pythagoras his fuppofed realty'of
being at once in twoplaces,. wee haue hitherto onely di-
grefled, y

Rt
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Tcis written as a thing vfuall vato many famous Magici-
ans, Sorcerers and'Witches, vnro the view and (ight of fome
admirted fpectators,to raife refemblances of the dead,which
feemeth a thing vndoubted by the Witch of Endor , raifing
Sammelthe Prophet vito Saulthe King before mentioned,

In this kinde thofe famous and renowned Witches, Afe-
deaand Circe in old and ancient times are reported to ex-
cell. Hence among the Heathen had Necromancie the realon
of the name and yexpeparreior Which is diuination by calling
vp, or raifing the dead. :

Later times haue not been behinde former timesin the re-
cord of'thelike: bur to adde reafon to inforce the truth of re-
port herein ; Fwill anfwer an obicction which may be made.
Whether inthefe apparitions thiere be only illufion and ima-
gination ; or fome thing truely and really vifible vato.the
outward fenfe,

As touching the reall raifing of the dead, it is impoffible
vato the limited power of the Diuell, either in the fubftance
of body or{oule, to reduce orbrin g the dead back into this
world, or life, or fenfe againe 5 becaufe in death, by the vn-
changeable,and vmalrerable decree of God i his holy Wrir,
thebody returncth intd duft fromWhenca it caine , and the
Soule to God'who gaueiit, ' :

Notwithftanding,{ince the outward fhape and figure,and
proportion of any fubflance, and not'the fubftaice it felfe,
or creature, is the true and naturall obieé&t of the cye, ac-
cording tothe Philofepher,who truely faith, Res non videntnr,
[fed rerum fpeciess that is, the fubftances or things themfelues
are not offered’, 'nor come vnto the fight, but onely their
fhape, and ourward figure, as alfo for that common fenfe
and experience doe teachvs,that it is athing abfurd,and im-
poflible, that all thofe bodies & fubftances,which'in‘infinice
number wee dayly fee, and behold really and materially in
their cotporall fubftances,and dimenfions,(hould be contai-
sedin’ the fmall body of the eye : for thefe caufes-(1 l-ﬂ)? it
15 poflible according to reafon, that the Diuellin thefefup-
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pofed apparitions of the bodies and fubftances of dead men,
may prelent true,reall,;and naturall obieéts, certaine and af-
{ured voto the eye and fight, if he.can onely prefent thereto
the cutward liuely pourtraitures, and {hapes of the fubftan-
ces or bodies, though the bodiesthemfeluesbe away. That
the Diuel can doe this, 15 no doubt, For if man by Are can v-
fually diuide the outward fhapes, and figures of creatures
and {ubftances, from the fubftances & creatures themfelues
(asis apparent by the looking glafle) and the cunning Pain-
ter ‘can in another borrowed fubftance, feparated from their
true,right and proper fubflance, reprefent perfectly the true
and liuely fhape of men,and other creatures,euen when the
arc not onely abfent, and remoued in farre diftant places,
but when oft~times they haue many yeares beene fwal-
lowed of the graue;why{hould it be thought impoffible vn-
to the Diuell ( who certainely is more then exquifite dpelles
excellent) to offer and prefent vnto the eye likewife any
true fhape whatfoeuer?

If he can offerthe true fhape (asisnot to be doubtgd) he
doth offer a true and perfect obicét; and thercfore that
which is. truely and certainely manifeft to fenfe , although
{peech and the motion thereof, withonut another vifible bo-
die to fuftaine it (being impoffible vnto fhapes and pour-
traitures drawne by men)) be things fupernaturall, and true-
ly {pirituall,which doe therefore make it a worke proper vn-
to the Diuell. .

And thus it is apparent, that the fuppofed apparitions
which the Diuell dOtEGﬂ:ﬂ of dead men, may bee efteemed
and reckoned among fuch fupernaturall workes of Diuels
and Sorcerers,as manifeftly are brought to outward fenfe,

Now let vs retutne to view fome otherkindes ofithe fame
workesof the fame Authors. e

~ Tristreported by fome Writers of worthy credit, that the
bodies of Sorcerersand Witches haue beene really carried,
and locally remoued from one place into another by the,

Diuell. |
And
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And oflater times (as Bartholomans de Spina doth witneflc )
the inquifitions haue condemncd vnto perperual prifon,and
there detained Witches, who by their owne confeffion, and
others proofc, haue by the Diuell been tranfported into o
farre diftant places, infew houres, that afterward it hath bin
a trauell of many dayes,by their owne nacurall power to re-
turne againe from whence they were manifeftly by the diuell
carried. '

It is athing likewife written and vulgarly receiued, that
Witches are oft-times {eene bodily to baunt places, ficlds,
houfes, graues, and fepulchers, in an vniverfall and miracu-
lous manner and wondred fathion. Thefe things, andinfi-
nite more, whether true orno,cannot be knowne, but to him
that doth hinfelfe behold, and can from his owne fight a-
uouch them really true, and not imaginarie. To performe
{ome manner of afportation,and locall tranflation of the bo-
dies of Witches and Sorcerers, it feemeth in reafon a thing
whereunto the Divell is not vnable.

Firf}, for that it appeareth wichin the power of a Spirit, by
the hiftory of the Prophet Habscre,whom the Angel carried
by the hayreof the head, out of /xdea into Babylon. The na-
turall faculties and properties of a Spirit, giuen in their crea-
tion, and by their eflentiall formes vnited vnto them , the
Diuell doth participate with all other Spirits whatfocuer,
though inhis fall from heauen, he loft their true happinefle
and perfet fruition in the face and favour of G 0 p his
Creator, - it

Sccondly, for that there aré vidqubted examplesin holy
Scripture of the dinels powerin the Tocall tranflation, not
onely of bodies inanimate : as fire, windes, tempefts,
houl‘g:,s ( as is apparent on the hiftory of 704) and of animate
bodies alfo, or bodies of brute creatures(as is evidentin the
herds of {wine which he carried headlong into the Sea) bue
likewife of the badies of mén, as is cleere in the Gofpel,
where itis faid, that the Diuell did caft the bodies of the pof-
{cfled into themiddeft of the people, If the Diuel could caft, .

or ¢
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or carrie their bodies the diftance there exprefled ( whatfo-
euer or how little fo cuer it was ) it doth muanifeftly proue
his power, in thelocall motion of mens bodies, although the
full extenc of his power thercin bee not neceflarily thence
colleéted,

Concerning the taking the body of our Sauiour, and fet-
ting it vpon a pinacle of the Temple, Twill not vrge,but doe
conclude vpon my former reafons fufficiently and neceffari-
ly , that the Diuell, where God him{elfe doth not counter-
maund, or prohibite him, hath power to difpofe and tranf-
port our naturall bodies, T will not cite a multitude of Au-
thors hercin, and from them borrow needlefle examples.
As fome may beetrue, fo Idoe not beleeue afl, and very
few I wifh trufted, where the proefe doth not manifefily
exceede all exception,

I conclude, that it is poffible that fometimes the fuperna-
gurall powerof the Diuellin this kinde, asin other Eefﬂre
mentioncd,may appeare vato outward {enfe manifeft, and
the Witch.or Sorcerer befound a voluntarie wich him, And
as is faid of this kinde, fo may be faid of many more befides
thofe before mentioned,

Concerning the manifeft fupernaturall workes done b
Charmers, who isignorant ? Toomit the hiftories of Aedes
& Circe thofe old famous Hags , who were feene by charmes
immediately to caufe graine to wither vpon the ground; the
current of waters to ftand {till ; the fireame to runnec backe
againft the courfe, tempefls, raine, thunder, windes to rile
and fall at their wordand command, foran affured teftimo-
nic of the true and rcdlﬂfffaﬂnes, which Charmers manifefily
voto outward view and{enfe did vnto the ancient world ;
isasyerextant {omany hundreths of yeares, the Law of the
twelue Romane Tables, wherein was a Decree and Statute
‘made to preuent and reftraine the manifeft wrongs and in-
‘uries of Charmers, dlienas Segetesne m'fﬁfgﬁa;faith the Law,
Alenas Segetes in-cantando né.pellexeris, that is,Let no man
charme hisneighbours graine, Let no man by charmes and

L incan-
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incantations carry away or tran{port anothers graine, There
are many other true reports and records of other wonder-
full works and fupernaturall feates, all alike offered vntothe
outward fence: Their enumeration or citation is not fur-
therneedtull. Itis{ufficient whatfocuer or how many foe-
uer they be, that they are workes fupernaturall, that they are
manifeft to fenfe , that they are of the Diuell ; and that the
Witch or Sorcerer doth manifeft Lis guilt therein,by volun-
tary prefenting himfelfe therein, by manifeft vndertaking
any part or office in the performance or by promifing , and
according to promife caufingto come to pafle. The reafon
isinfallibles He thatdoth vndertake voluntarily, doth pre-
fent himfelfe and doth promife, and according to promife,
caufe to be performed that which isin anothers power, and
impofsible vnto himfelfe , doth thereby neceffarily and vn-
anfwerably prooue himfelfe to haue an intereft, a power, a
contraét with that other ;. which for any man to haue with
the Diuell, is fociety with Diuels, which is Witch-crafrand
Sorcerie. Andthushath been declared, how the fupernatu-
rall workes of the Diucll and Sorcerers may bee manifeft to
the outward fenfe,and the true tetimony'thereof,
An obiection here may be made,that many of the former
workes may {feeme manifeft to the fenfe, which indeed and
truth are deceits of the ima gination and illufion ; and there-
“fore there canbe nofuch certainty voto the outward {enfe. Thingsimagie
Itistruly * anfwered , He thavwanteth fo much true indge- ned and fancis
HiEg £ : 2~ ed, eafiy dif-
ment,as to diftinguifh when he doth fee a certain true obiet _ > ° /7
oftered vnto his %ght from withourt, and when he is incoun- thofe thinos
tred only with a refemblance thereof from within his fancie which are reall
and imagination, is difeafed inbody or mind, -orboth, and & rue obictts
therforeisno competent Tudge or witnefle in thefe'or any 0+ the {cnfe.
ther weighuy affaires, For hethatisin healcth of body, and
in the outward organes 8 inftruments of fenfe, and found in
hisreafon,iudgment, & vnderl”canding, though fomtime the
fogge andmift of deceiued fenfe ; or fancy; onerfhadow the
brightnes of truc & 'vndeceiued seafon for athore time jin him
- G yet
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yet it cannotfo perpetually cclipfe it, butit will recouer
his lightand true fplendor againe, and truth wil (hine more
excellently in the end out of that.darkenefle. Thisis very
liucly fecncin the example of S. Peter, Alts 12, verfe 10.12,
who atfirft did thinke he had onely feene the Angell which
God (ent ynto him to deliner him-outofbonds, inadreame
orvition: but when afrerward he was come to himfelfe, and
his true fenfe and reafon , hee then P-f:rﬁ‘:ﬂl}f difcerned and
knew that he was really delivered our of prifon byan Angel
G{Gi'h].
If men could not certainely difcerne betweené thae
which they dore ally fee,and that they falfely imagmne in vi-
fions sreames and fancie, then were thelifeofman moft mi-
ferable, there could be no certainty of truth, no excelling in
knowledge or vnderftanding. Allmen fhould be alikevn-
able to diflinguifh, whether weliuein dreamesonly, orin
wakefull deed,But the certain knowledge which God hath
giuen vnto mankind info infinirckindesand meafures, doth
proue the eminence of reafon and vnderflanding aboue the
intanglements and deprefsion of fenfe and fancie.
There remaineth as yet another doubt, whichis-, how
thofe things which b-:%:rn: were mentioned to be fpirituall
& fupernaturallcan be {ubieétin reafon vntooutward {enfe
or be knowne theveby, howfoeuer by the former examples,
it doth {ofceme. Itis true that a Spirit and 2 Spirtuall work
fimply in it felfe in the owne nature and fubftance; cannot
be {eene by any bodily eyes, or be deprehended by any out-
ward {enfe, ,
Notwichftanding, as they doe mixe themfclues withbo-
B Egily "ﬁxbl’t:;tt_:ces, which are fubieét to iji:nfc,by accidcnt‘Spi- °
4 ‘f:]m_i 9 rits,and fpirituall operations,are c..crt_;amei- _t-r}redand drﬁ;«u:-
Crcrificibus ne. UeETed euen vntofenfe. For how is it pofsible thata Spirit:
trisremoti  {Hould mixe it felfe in corporall things , but the difcrepant
opesibus con- pature thereof,and mighty difference,muft produce and be-
fpicui. et fome oreatapparent alteration , which alteration bein
Fernellib,1-de & 5 PP e g
Ab.Rer. caur, Deyondithe wonted nature of the one, doth proue anothes

€ape Ie Ha
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fuperiournature inthe other 2 For illuftration hereof, let vs
borrow an inftance from one of the forenamed manifeft Sor-
ceries, Water is turned into bloud by a Spirituall power.
The eye doth manifeftly fee the water,and as apparently af-
ter fee the bloud, andisa true and vndeceiued witnefle of
both. Reafon and common {enfe doe know the tranfmutati-
on to proceed frem an inuifible power,, which appearing in
vifible bodies, is by ther apartfeene, and doth deteét an
inuifible Author , becaufe an immediate cffeét manifelted
tofenfe, doth neceflarily in nature proue the immediate
caufe, though hidden and vnknowne to feafe, Thatinuifi-
ble and fpirituall things may, by thofe things which are vi-
fible and bodily.be conceiued and difcerned, the holy Scrip-
ture doth witneffe in thefe words of S. Pasl,Rom.1 . ver[e 20.
The inuifible things of God (faythhe) are feene by the vi-
fible things , or by his workes in the creation of the world,

which are vifible,
It may bc here demaunded, fince it is the propertic of the
Diuel, in his feeming miraculous contriuements and attions
(though alimited and finite obieét creature of God ) yet to
indenour to counterfeit & imitate the moft high and migh-
tieft workes of wonder of the infinite Creator , thereby to
magnifie, deifie, and equall himfelfe vito God invnbelee-
uing and feducedhearts : Since, Ifay, this is hisproperty,
how fhall the fraile vaderftanding and capacity of man di-
flinguith the maruailes of the diuell, fo liuely refembled
thercto, from the true miracles , and truly miraculous works
of God, that ther¢by with more facility,and leffe confufion,
induftrious mindes may difcouer the proper works and aéts
of the Diuel, and his affociates, Enchaunters, Witches,and
Sorcerers? Firk, the true miracles of God being tranfcen-
dent aboue all cteated power,and the immediate effects on-
ly of a creating vertue, Almighty Ged for his fole good will
-and pleafure doth vfually and euer’ difpenfe by the hands
and E\rm';gh the 2dminiftration of holy men, Prophetsand
eApostles manifefily called of God.' Secondly, theend and
' G2 | {cope
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fcope of Gods myracles,dire&tly and mainely ayme and are
bent at the glory of God, and the benefit of his people, not
vnto any priuateend,any particular vaine end;tending:to {2«
tisfaction of privatelufts and curiofitie. |
For this caufe the holy Apoftles vfed the gift of myracles
not vnto any other ends, then vnto the ccul?rmntiun of that
holy Gofpel, which they preached and publifhed from God,
neither did they therein afcribe ought vnto their own praife
or glory,but folely vnto the praife.and glory of God,and the
good of his Church,

That this was their true end,and ought to bethe fcopeand
end of all that receiuethe power of myracles fromG o p,
S. Panl doth witnefle and teach, 1,Cor.chap.12.verf. 4,546.7.
Now there are(faith bee)  dinerfisies of gifts; butthe fame
Spirit: and.there are derfities of adminiftrations,; but.the
fame Lord : and there are diuerfitics of operations, but God
is the fame which worketh allin all, But the manifeftation of
the Spititis giuenito cuery rhan to profit withall, | _

Ttis from hencemanifeft,that if any myracles proceed from
God as Author, they are difpenfed by men, {an&ified, by
God,and who canand are able to}proue & iuftifie their war-~
rant ffom God: asalfo that thefe men of God dofolely pro-
fefle aud bend thenyynto the glosyof God, and,the weale of
his Church, This.then is the fquare and! infallible sule by
whichall myraclesdoe ftand ot fall,and are approued either
to be of God,or conuinced to be of Divels, . - 1 |

Letvs then conclude this point, with thatexcellens & di-
uvine faying of Theophilatt,yponthe.g.chap, of S+ Mf.ﬁq,ﬂ?rddg-
catio mivaculis & miraculapradicarione {axcinmtar, . Mubi enim
[ape miraculaedidernnt per Damones, fed cornm dollvnaman erat
Jana,qnamobrem eorsmmivaculanonextiteruma Deo, Thatis,
the word of God doth.eftablith & confirme the.trush of my-
racles, and myraclesnatifie and;confirme the authoritie) and
truth ofithe word, Hormany haue dene myracles by thepo-
wer of the diuel,bit their doétrine was corrupt 8ot found:
and therefore theirmyracleswere notof Gog. Wherefoeuer -

: b o Y theréfore
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therefore myracles or fupernaturall works fhall dare to thew
theirheads, notcontained within thofe limits or compafle,
thatis neither proued immediately from God himfelfe, nor
mediately by him reuealed in his writ & word of truth,they
are iuftly vo be fufpected to iffue from the enemies of God ;
the Diuell, and euill Spirits, and therefore their Authors
ought to be accomptant therin vnto Tuftice, and all religious
minilters and féruants of God and Iuftice, inthe moft tiri&t
and feuere extent of Lawe.  And thus much concerning the

‘manifeftation of the fupernaturall workes of Witches and

Sorcerers,vnto or through the eutward Senfe.

CHAP, VIL

. Thewarkes ofthe Disell or witches manifeft to Reafon, or confe-

grence of Reafon,

"~ A Lldoubts being cléared, it hath yndoubtedly appea-
A-rcdhow fupernacuralland fpirituall workesare ap-

arent to {enfe. It now followeth to declare,how
likewife they are enident to ‘Reafon, or neceffary to confe-
quence of Reafon, -

Thole thingsare faid to be proper obiects of Reafon and
viderftanding:which,being remote fr6 the immediate view
ot notice of the outward fenfes, are grounded vpon vniuer-
fall and intelle&uall knowne pofitions, propofitions, and
certaine & vndotbted general notions,by neceflary collecti-
offs,or raciocinations, That we may build the foundation of
this or Reafort or Raciocination ypon the infallible truth of
Gods holy Word ‘which fhall neuer be fhaken : let vsfor the
dete&ion of Witches and Sorcerers, by reafon, and confe-
quence of reafon; {yllegife dire&tly and immediatcly from
God himfelfe, o :

Thus faith ' Almightic God, Ifasab chap. 8, verfex 9. And
when they'thall fag'vnte you, Enquite of thole that haue a
Spigit of Diuination, snd s the South-fayers; which mur- -
e G3 mure
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mure and whifper , fhould not a people enquire of their
God? Vnder thisinterrogatiue(fhould not a people inquire
of their God ?) is vnderftood this afirmatiue; A people

fhould enquire of no other Spirit, but of their God alone,
From this holy text and writ, reafon doth aflume and col-

let neceflarily, and truely. :

Firft,that many things are hidden from the knowledge of
man, which are reucaled vnto the {cience and knowledge of
Spirits, Otherwife neither would man aske or enquire of
Spirits (as hath been vfuallin all ages) ncither fhould God
haue occafion here to forbid the enquiring at Spirits. That
the ignorance alfo of man in things knowne to Spirits,is the
true , Firftand originall motiue or reafon for enquiring at
Spirits, 1s very plaine by the wards of Kin%Sam', 1.54m,
chap, 28. verfe 15.God 15 departed from me gaith he ) vnto
the vifion of Samuel, raifed by the Diuell,and an{wereth ma
no more, neither by Prophets, neither by dreames : therfore
haue I called thee, that thou maift tell mee. what I fhould
doe. :
Hereis a manifeft graunt of knowledge in Spirits aboue
men. Secondly,reafon doth hence collect, that all Spirits
that doe fuffer themfelues to be enquired at, are enill Spirits,
and therefore Diuels; becaule Almightie God hath here ex-
preffely forbidden the enquiring at any other Spirit befide
himfelfe : and therefore good and holy Spirits will not, nor
Angeliboni *can not difobey the commandement o God, nor counte-
nonpoffont  nance or aflift men indo doing. Thirdly reafon doth necefla-
F'“':"L’ 3’ P]",':' rily hence conclude, that fuch men as are msﬁui:cd_ at for re-
I.ifi:; o ¥ uelations of things hidden fromthe skill and poflibjljzie of
condemne thae knowledge in man, are Sorcerers ,, Witches, and outh-
white Magick fayers, | :
or Theourgia, " The confequence and inference of this reafon -is uft;for
W‘}'fjh“ﬁ"?' that to promifcthofe things, or to vndertake thefethings
s :J;:&: which are out of their owne knowledge, and {olely and pro-
vence with  perlyin theknowledge of Spirits and Diuels, doth mani-
good Spirits- fefily prone inthe performance, theis intereft, {ocietic, and
con-
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contralt with Spitits and Diuels, which is Sorcery and
Witch-craft. g

It may bee here obiected, thatthere are fome men who
affe& to be reforted vnto, and to bee enquired at in things
{uppofed hidden from the knowledge of man, and tobe re-
puted able vato fuch Reuelations, though haply they pra-
&tife to deceiue, vader the colour or pretence, of fuch abi-
litie,

Itis inftly hercro an{wered, that this their prefumption
ought to be feverely enquired into, whether itdoe tafte of
mlght that is diabolicall, ofthe Diuell, or fupernaturall:and
1f nothing fo doe, yetin this grand caufe of God himlelfe,

the religrous iealoufie of the prudent Magiftrate ought to

punifh their prefumption,which dare aftect to vndertake the

name ot note of a finne, fo odious and abominable vnto Al-

mightie God, Letvs for better impreflion, againe repeate

and iterate thofe things whichwere colle¢ted out of the pro-
ounded texr,

Firftthat there is knowledgein Spirits of things hidden,
and feparated from the knowledge of mar.

Secondly, that fuch Spirits-as are.enquiredat; and doe re-
ueale fuch knowledge yoto man, are Diuels,

Thirdly, that men which doe practife to beenquired at:
for fuch fuppoled Reuclations ,ought not onely to be juftly
fufpe&ted, and inquired into, but that if they be found there-
withall,to know and reucale thofe things, which are indeed
and really aboueand beyond the knowledge oftman, and
are properly and onely in the power of Spirits; that then this
doth infall'i)ly proue their intereft, power, and focicetie with
Diuels, which is certaine and affured Sorcery and Witch-
craft, '

And thushath reafon drawnea demonftration out of the
booke of God, of a certaine Witch, and manifeft Sorcerer,
Liet vs nowexercife our {elues in the confideration, exami-
nation, and tryall of fome particulars herein,

Who hath notheard of the name and mention of that fa-

mous
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mous and renowmed Britifh Wifard Merlin, and ofhis high
and great efteeme among Princes for his prophefies? Vnto
his fore-fight and predictions, from many fore-going ages,
the fuccefles and euents of diuers Princes affaires, in their fe-
ucrall raignes, haue been viually by diuers times and hifto-
ries referred,

For this caufec Mafter Camden, in the defcriptiqn of Caera
marden-fhire, doth terme him the Tages of the Britans,

Speede inhis tractate of the ancient Inhabitants of great
Britane;as allo of thelife of Aurelins, e Ambiofius, and of the
raigne of King Zobn, and of Henry the fourth, dothout of
Malmesbury , and others, recite divers accidents & euents,
10 lhucralifi;ccecdiﬂg ages,vnto his oraculous and miracu-
lous illuminations, afcribed to haue beencforefecne, fore-
told,and knowne, '

If there be truthin thofe Oracles, and ancient fore-ﬁ:cing
Reuelations, they doeneceffarily inferre the affliftance of a
power,farre fuperiour vato all the power of man. Therefore
whofocuer doth findethem true, muft conclude their Au-
thora Witch or Sorcerer, Neither hath the generall recep-
tion, or opinion of Authors, been here-from different, who
haue publifhed him the fonne of an Zueubus , or the fonne of
a Witch, begottenby the Diuell, Asit is{aid of this ancient
time-noted,and age-viewed Sorcerer 5 {fo may be teftified of
many other, A

What fhall weeiudge of thatinfamous woman, among
the French,called foane of Are,by others Isane Pucellde Dien?
I¢hnde Serres, the French hifterian,doth report,that fhee had
many miraculous Reuelations, whercof the King ( then
Charles the feuenth)and all his armie and men of watre, were ¢
open wondering witneffes, and in thofe reuelations for the
moft part,there was found no leffe wondrous truth,then true

wonder, : }
By her {ole incouragement,and ftout affurance of fuccefe,
built vpon miraculous reuelations, the French profperoufly
wcountsed  the victorious Englifh in-France ,! at feuerall
times,
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times, and againftall humane reafon, recouered their in rea-
{on-vnrecouerable, and moft defperate {tanding, euen neere
vntothe pit of vtter downefall, with more then vnfpeake-
able amazement and terrour,vnto the fodainely confounded
Englifh,

. Elctwithﬁanding, at length fhee was taken prifoner by
the Englifh, executed and burnt for her Witch-craft, What
{hall wee fay or iudge of other the like Authors, and broa-
chers of fupernaturall reuelations and predictionsin other
times? The fore-mentioned Hiftorian reporteth, thata Wi-
fard foretold Duke Biron of his death, and that he {hould
dye by the backe blow of a Burguignon, who afterward pro-
ued his Executioner, being that Countrey man,

Melantton out of Carion doth recite the mention of 2 wo-
man, of the order of the Druides among the Twungri , who
foretold Dioclefian that hee thould be Emperour of Romse,
when he had firft killed a Boare , which prooued afterward
one Aper, then an Viurper , whichin the Latine ronguc fig-
nifieth a Boare,

Suetomius writeth of a Diuinour , who loug before wasa-
ble to make knowne the death,and the manner of the death,
and murder of Jilins Cafar. ¥,

Philippe de Commines,in his 8. Book, Chap. 19. doth make
mention of one Frier Hierome and of his many admirable re-
uclations & prediions, coricerning the affaires of the king
of France, which as from the Friers owne mouth;he himfelfe
did oft heare, fo withhis owne eyes he did witnefle arid be-
hold theiriffue true. Itwas difputed whetherinthe(€ tranf-
cendent reuelations the Frier were a man of God orno,and
it is doubtfully there concluded. | HelL

In thefe like reuelations and prophecies reafon canriot de-
ny , but muft acknowledge!the manifet impreflion.ahd
fampe,; ofmore then'humane Sciencé ot demonfiration, If
we defire or affe& mare fpecially toviewe what our.owne
Hiftories at home afford : who can deny himi 2 Wifard, or
Witch;Wwho as M, Speede-and others teflifie;in'the reigne of

a6 11s" H Richard
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Richard the Viurper foretold , that vpon the fame ftone
where hee dafhed his {purre , riding toward Bofworth fielde,
he fhoulddafh hishead inhis returne : which proued accor~
dinglytiuey whenbeing flaine in batrell, he was carryed na=
ked out of the field, and his head hanging low by the horfe
fide bebhinde his bearer did fmite vpon the fame [tone inre-
paflage,; where before in paffage he had ftrooken his heele
and (Enn'rc. L AR .
"What canbe deemed lefle of the Author of that prophes
cie in Edward the fourth; that is,that *G. fhould murder kin
Edwards heires,, which G. vuder{tood of the Duke of Gloce-
$ter, Wastoo mue. | G2 3 1 a¢h

How camhelikewifeefcape theiult fupition of the fame
foule crime, fromwhom originally or firft wasderived that
prophecie or prediftion. in Henry the fift , concerning his
fonne ; as yev then vaborne, videlicer, that what Henry of
Manmoith fhould winne ( which was Henry thefift) Hes
of wind(or1(hould lofe ( which was Hexry.the fixvand his
fonne) as it after came truly to pafle?

But here may bee obieéted , that finceir isfayd by God
himfelfe, that no man ought to aske of any other Spiric, bug
of Godalone, things hidden and vateucaled to men; 7(z.8,
werfe 19, beforealleaged;and fince for thatcaufe it isnot to
be doubred,that many things may be reuealed by God vnto -
men for thiscaufe and reafon(Ifay)it may be deemed & ob-
icéted; that fome of the former reuelations and prophecies

miay be free from theimputation of \Witch-etaft; & Sorcery.

o Teis vnanlwerably anfweredsothis obiection : Firlt, that

'all the revelations and prophecies which are of God,are euer

publifhed by holy Prophetsand men of God , immediately

called by God-himfelfc vntothele their holy fiinftionsiand
 'places, 'Secondly, thofe-holy, veflels; holy: Saints:dnd fer-

uadrs of God, ‘which are the publifhers of Gods reuelari-
ons or prophecies,doe cuer anouchiand openly profefle God

“himfelfe to bee Authour thercof’, from whom theyonek
iglayme;, antiopenly proclaime their immediate arld expre

jwr_arr ang.
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warrantand commiflion ; asappeareth by all the prefixions
of their prophecies : Thus fayth the Lord, The word of the

“Lord, The burden of the Lord, The reuelationof Iefus

Chrift,and the like. Thirdly, the renclations and prophecies
which are thus derived and fentfrom God, carry in them-
felues fome manifelt (tampe of their authority and power
from God, in fomefruitesor eftelts correfpondent and an-
{werable to the nature, wil and pleafure of God, and are di-
reétly and originally bent and intended vntothe glory of
‘God,and the publike wele & good of his Church &tpeople.

By thefe netes and infallible markes of Gods hioly pro-
phecies dnd reuelations, may be euidently difcerned a cleere
difference and diftinétion thereof from diuelith predi&ions,
and Sorcerous prognoftications, which therefore cannot
{hrowde or hide themfelues ynder colour or pretenfe therof,
being duely and rightly expended. )

Itmay be yerfurther obieéted,that fome learned and tru-

1y religious feruants of God (though no publike Minifters

of Propheticall funétionsor callings) haue had fometimes
their {pecial reuelatios of fome particular things,in which it
were not only manifeltly iniurious, but plainly & extremely
ridiculous to accompt them Witches.  Itis true, and cannot
be denyed that Almighty God fometimes, by dreams,{fome-
times 'Ey fecrec prodigies doth admonifh fome his private
feruants, goodand holy men, of fome things to come, for
theirown priuate & retired reformation, information or beg-
ter preparatic;but thatany prophecies or reuelationis can be
of God,thavare obfcurely whilpred or caft abroad by any m
warranted or profane Authors , without any manifeft war-
rant,cdmilsion,or authority from God,in the vpright iudge-
ment of all men that traly worfhip & feare theitrye:God;the
the God of hioftes, is muchirreligion and profanc.-crcduiity
to auouch or affirme, Nay,icisaltogecher contrary and con-
tradi&ory, & therfore impofsible to God hismiraculous re-

-uclations, vifions & prophecics, ordinarily, or commonly to
{erue or wait vpon the opdinary ends or vies of. prinate men,

H 2 {ince
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Gnce all true miracles and miraculous reuclationsare euerin
their proper nature and true end, folely attendancvpon God
his immediate commaund and word, vnto his extraordinary
workes. Tomake it therefore ordinary, ora thing common
or of cuftomary practice, to foretell or gue prediction of
things to come , muft neceffarily proceede from the Diuell,
fince the gift of true prophefie, and the Spirit of true reuela-
tion is not fubicéed to the common or viuallintentions of
men; neither can profit or commodity or fale be made chere-
of by men at their pleafure , asis not vnwonted with all the
difciples of Simon Magns , Sorcerers and Witches, intheir
markets and fayres made of their prophecies and reuelati-
.ons. ! .
If then thefc whifpered reuelations cannotbe of God,
then are they neceflarily of the Diuell. Ifthey proceed from
the Diuell , then by an incuitable conclufion, thefe men are
his inftruments or organs, by whom or through whom the
originally flowe, or are deriued vntomen and publifhed.
Tt may be yet further obiected , thatin men pofiefled by the
Diueil, as were thofe men in the Gofpell, whofe bodiesthe
Diucll did really rend and teare (in Whom he did roare and
crie out) whom he caftinto the middeft of the people.Jtmay
be (I fay) obiected,thatin thofe poffefled and the like,there
may bee reuealed many things hidden frommen, without
the imputation or iuft opinion of Witch-craft or Sorcerie in
them. setriy e T .

" That thismay bee; is manifeft in the Gofpell, where the
Diuel inthe poficffedvitered words of knowledge then hid-
den from men, but by extraordinary reuelation, when be ac-
knowledged our Sauiour to be I&svs the Sonne of the li-

-wing God, ‘This couldnotin any-ﬁﬁibiiity of mans reafon
bde knowne vato the pafiefled , becaufe it was then butin
-part reucaled vato the Difciples themfelues,who were as yet
but learners themfelues and Scholers of that diuinitie ; nei-
ther had the naturall man; or the world as yetfo much as ta-
fed or faiiguted any notice thereof.. - v 3isw 1090
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The like may be obie&ed concerning thofe that are obfel-
fed. I call them obfefled, in whofe bodies outwardly appea-
ring no extraordinaric fignes or tokens of the Diuels corpo-
rall prefidence, or® refidence in them {as was in the pofleffed Mafter Perkins - |
manifeft) yet are their mindes, ynderftanding, wils,and rea- in nis difcourle
fome palpably obferued to bee befieged, captived and in- of Wicch.cralie §
chanted, by an extraordinary and more then naturall, or ra- ﬁﬁfﬁ:i‘” |
ther an infernall inuafion of the Diuelsillufions, for the mag- likewile '1,.4;,-,:-
nifying and aduancing whereof, the Diuell doth oft-times ches vnto fuch
mix and temper them with fome rare and wonderfull reucla- within whom
tions, byor through the obfefled deliuered. :lhf D""I,:ﬁ

From thefe obiettions both concerning the pofieffed,and Be foe e
alfo the obfefled, dothiffuea neceflary fequel, that prophe- without doth
cies and reuelations are not alwaies infeparable teftimonies infpire them
of a Witch. within whom

Itis truely hereto anfwered, that foly and fimply reucla- :::si:hl I::;.

sions are not {ufficient euidences, or conuiétions of a Witch, thonifle at
or Sorcerer, but withdifference and diftintion, Phillippi A&t

Supernaturall reuelations vnrequiredly transfufed and 6.1
transferred by the Diuel, doenotproue the perfons in whom

they are found, to bee their ownefree or defirous Agents in
confent therein, butrather properly and truely the Diucls
Patients, and therefore it cannot bee their guilt, but his in-
trufion, viurpation,and infidiation : but fupernaturall reuc-
lations, in which any man fhall knowingly,and deliberately
confult with, or inquire at a knowne Spirit, and inioyning
the free libertie of his will, not depraued or corrupted byil- -
lufions or difeafes, fhall with confent or allowance thereof
entertaine, cornmerce conference or affiftance of Spirits voto
that purpofe ; fuch reuclations(T{ay ) wherefocuer truely and
duely deteéted, doe demonftratiuely and infallibly point ou
a Witch or Sorcerer. |

Although therefore the poffeffed or obfeffed areinftly ac-
quite in their reuelations and prophecies, becauf¢ tranfmit-
ted or fent vnrequired, and ynknowingly vnto them, ‘yet
cannot the Witch or Sorcerer bee any thing at all aduanta-
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ed, or cleared in his reuelations,which are euer dete@ed to
Ecbmh by him affe¢ted (as is proued by his mercinarie (ale |
therof) and alfo fore-thought and premeditate, as is evident |
by his promifed and ¢couenanted vadertaking thereofiaccor- '
ding to conditions or agreement.

All obiettions therefore, doubts and impediments remo-
ued, let ys build a neuer-deceiving,and inuniolate conclufion
concerning Witches, vpon this neuer-failing nor :fhaken
foundation : thatis, all fupernaturall reuelations orprophe- |
cies whatfoeuer,that iffue noteither immediately, and mani- , ]-
feftly from God himfelfe (the proofe and touchftone where<
ofhath been before touched, and bricfely declared) orfrom |
the Diucllin the ignorantpofleflfed or obfeffed, or are not '
counterfeit and impofturous(which is likewife elfe-where in ]
the due place confidered ) all other reuclations (I fay)what= 1
foeuer, not excepted nor included in one ofthefe, are yn-
doubtedly ifluing from Witches and Sorcerers, and are i'
certaine and demonftratiue proofes and enidences of Witch-
craft and Sorcery, in whom they are originally firft dete« F
&ed. And thus how Reafon doth cull and draw forth 2 |

Witch or Sarcerer, hath euidently beene cleared and de- |
clared,

= e

CHAP. VIIL

Of diners kindes and manners , wherein Soveeversapd Witches =
receine f;gmwfcr—'fge from Spirits.

hi -’ S Almightie God hath out of the Text before men-
- Atinned, Ifiah 8.in generall made euident,whoisin-
fallibly a Witch or Sorcerer : fo hath hein other pla-
cesof Scripture manifefted fome of their feucrall kindes, ac-
cording to the different fhapes and formes,in which they do
enquire at Spirits for their inowlcdgc and reuelations,
Thisisapparent out of the 18. chap, of Desteronomie, verfe
10, Let

o cmm,
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with the true Difcouerie thereof. 5%

ro. Let none be found amongft you that vleth Witcheraft,
What Witch-craftis, was before out of the Prophet Jfaiib
declared. : : ) Yy

Now in this place doth follow theenumeration of fome of
the fpecial or particular fhapes in which they fhrowde them-
felucs. Let none bee foundamong you ( faith the Prophet )
that vieth witch-crafirand immediatly after doth adde thofe
particular formes in which they enquire s A regarder of
times: amarker of the flying of fowles: a Charmer :a Sooth-
fayer, or thatasketh counfell of the dead. As thereforebe<
fore'we proued, thatvthe infallible true note of a Witchin
generall;and i comimon vnto allWitches,and Sorcerers, of
what kindefo euer, isto bee enquired atin things hidden
frorrmen (as is likewife by thofe words of Sas! apparent,
Sam.1.chap. 28. verfe 7. Secke mee a woman that hath a fa-
miliar Spiric,that T may goe to herand aske of her :) fo here:
in this rextare reckoned vp fome of their feverall fhapes, by
which in true & found reafon,and the due confequent there-
of,we may confider and collet many other, though not here
pumbred, or mentioned,

For fince the common and infeparable figne ormarke of
Witches is certainely made knowne to bee , the praftice of
reuealing vnto men that enquire thofe things which are hid-
den from'mien, and onely reuealed by Spirits ¢ it followeth
by neceffarie confequent, -that not onely thofe which are
herefpecially nominated,in that thape ofmarking of the fly-
ing of fowles,or of ‘charming,or of raifingthe dead, butall
other whatfoeuer, in what other fhape {o euer that is, hath
or can be deuifed; that fhall bee found to praétife or vnder-
take'to be enquirediat, and to gine anfwere and-reuelation
of thingsfeparated from the knowledge of man, and which
Godhath hidden frommen; and therfore hath forbidden by
Spiritsto be made knowne tomen; all fuch (1fay) in whae
fhape fo cuer;as well in thefe kindes bere named, are,accor-
ding tothe generall note-of a Witch; to be iudged Witches
and Sorcerers,

g b
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For as the holy Scripture hath nominated and pointed out
vnto vs fome few kindes, asalight onely vnto all thereft : {o
may common experience by thefe bring others vnto our
view, andall ages hauevpon the records of time and hifto-
1y, lefe voto fucceeding pofteritie, many memorable and fa-
mous Witches, not onely inthefe (hapes and formes throw-
ded, which are here mention, but in many other, !

Befides thofe kindes therefore,which here the holy Serip-
ture hath nominated, let vs take a fhort view of fome other,
which are in other {hapes found (fince all are in their comon
kinde and naturethe fame, ) Itis no firange thing, that in
the fhape , and vnder the pretenfe of dffrologie, fome men
haue hidden forcerous prattice,and performing vnder the co-
lour thereof fuch things as werc onely in the power of Spi-
rits, haue thereby clecrely manifefted, that they deriued and
berrowed them of Spirits. Saxo Grammaticus, in his hiflorie
derebus Danicis, doth make mention of a fort of Wifards,
who would vndertake for gaine,to foretell thecertaine fate
and conflitution of weather to come fo affuredly, that they
would vfually fell vnto Marchants profperousand fortunate
windes, when by aduerfe and oppofite gales they were de-
teyned from their intended voyage.

This kinde of Sorcerer may very rightly be referred vato
that whichin the 18, Dent, wer[. 10, is noted by a regarder
of times, which perhaps may alfo not vnaptly be vaderftood
a Magicall Astrolsger. His performance aboue the patureand
powerof his Art, of that which is onely in the power of 2
Spirit, doth both deteét the Diuel tobe chiefe Auchor of the
works, and the otherto be alfo guilty to the worke.

That the profeflors of Affrologie haue in former ages vato
Aftrologieioyned thisdiuclifh skill and caftome; as alfo 0=
therkindes of Diabolicall Diuinations, plainely doth ap-
peare. ]

Firft, by the word of God, Daniela. verfe 2. wherewith
the _Aftrologers, the Caldeans, HMagiciansy Sercerers and En-
chanters are conioyned. £ 1ie916ed

Secondly,
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Secondly, it dothappeare by the Lawes, which by the
Romane Emperours were prouided againft chem iointly to-
gﬁ:hcr, with Caldeans; Magicians, and Southfeyers. The
words of oneancient Law are, Nema Arefpicen confitlat, ant
¢ Aathematicnm, nemo Ariolum, Caldexm. ’-:I’ﬂ“.:;r’i'ﬂ??i.: s that is,
let itbee enaéted orordered that no manaske counfell of a
Southfayer, a Mathematician, an Aftrologer, a Caldean, a
Magician, ;
Dion inthe 27.booke of Hiftory, dothmake mention
of Aftrologers, who by diuelifh skill practifed and vied to
{end ti}tDqulE to prefent “dreames vnto menin theijr fleep ;s *Thiskinde of
for which caufe Tiberius the Emperor revenged himf{eife vp~ Diuelis called,
on fuch Aftrologers, though otherwife himfelfe a grear @P#&rmpas.,
friend and louer of Aftrologie. Sir Christopher Heydoninhis
defence of iudiciall Aftrologic, doth out of Ofiander recite
¢this diftin&ion of Aftrologic : * Aftrologiapura que nihil haber ™ Page 27
de Magia, thatis, Aftrology thatisnotmixed, notinter-
meddlethwith Magicke! Wherby is neceflarily concluded,
that Altrology may be,and fometimes is impure and defiled
with Magicke and Sorcerie. In ether places of the fame
worke, he maketh a difference betweene Aftrologers * fim- * Page 29
p!y,and fuch as with Aftrologi¢ioined Magicke, And out of
Brestins he reciteth thele words,Non negas Hierimias eam par-
tem Affrologia,que [equitur manifeftas natura rationes; thatis,
the Prophet Jeremy doth not deny or condermnc that part of
Aftrology, which is guided by manifeft reafonor caufein
naturc,Hereby then is vnauoidably concluded, thar the Pro-
phetof God cademnetdi thacpart of Aftrology,which excee-
deth caufes & réalon in nature, & that neceflarily muft needs
beSorcery and Magicke. As it is not obfcure,that fome men
vnder the colour of , Aftrolegy haue practifed Magicke and
-Sorcery ; fois it no lefle cuidentythat many.others,vnder the
pretenfe of aduifing and counfelling in Phyficke of curation
‘or progneflication of difcales, hau:_likgwﬁb'gcrcii"cd the
fame dinelifh practice, Sno5d s
That this hath beene nonew vpftart cuftome, themulti-
3 I tude
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tude of difeafes , which ancient times doeregifter to haue
been cured by enchaunted Spels, and words, and Magicke
skill, doth plentifully witnefle. The moft ancient father of
all Phyficke and Phyficions, the incomparable worthy foun-
derof Methodand Art, a Hippocrates, b Dioftorrdes, © Theo=
phrafins,with other {ucceeding Ancients,do generallyall ac-
kuowledge the forceand power of Mugicali curation, Gales
in his younger time gaue no credit thereto , butin the more
aged d experience of right obferuatié he dothacknowledge
it. Twill not ftufte this fmall Treatife with the particular ci-
tation of cuery Author,Later Phyf(icians alfo of the beftand
moft choyfe note, doe herein, with former ages confent and
concurre, and experience doth confirme all eruch in both,
Whofoeuer is acquainted with books and reading, fhal e~
uery where meet a werld of the wonders of cures, by words,
by lookes; by fignes, by figures, by charaéters, and ceremo-
niousrites. Aswhat the praftice of former ages hath beene
is manifeft; fo what our age and later time c%nth herein af-
ford,is almoft no where in this kingdome obfeuré, The nee-
reft vnto thatimpudence , which herein this our time doth
produce and fet forth, is that hiftory of a Germane Witch, re-
orted in the Mallens Maleficarum. .
There was (as the' Author of that wotke{ayth ) fometime
-a Sorcerefle in Germany, who viually enred not only all that .
were bewitched but all kinde of difealed people,fo farre be-
yond all power or courfe of 'Artand Nature, and with fich
facility, that allvfe ofthe Art of Phyficke, or of Phyficions
was altogether (for atime'y negleted and forfaken j-while
people from all Countries , both neere and remote, infuch -
numbers and frequence reforted vito her, that the Gouey-
nout of that Cotintrey impofing vpon cuery man one penny
that reforted virto her,thereby raifed himfelfe a mighty trea-
fure. el ' 15391
What bthets imong the moft ancient Authors; thatare -
not Phyficians do publi&,conccmingthe power of iricanta=
tionsin the curing of difeafesis necdlefie to writc-.'Hecghai:
' : at
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hathread any few lines of old Homer, or of diuers other aged
Poets,(fhall finde plentifull record hereof. Herodotas is not fi«
lent herein. Butte omit all their needlefle teRimonies,Phy-
ficians of thefelaft times, of the moft eminent note & worth
(whofe pennes are yet fcarce drie ) doe witnefle the truth
hereof from their owneknowledge ; fight and experience.
Abouethere@t,Fernelius de Abditis rerum canfis 1s worthy any
mans paines or view.

Let vs now laftly fee what may bee colleéted out of the
booke of God, concerning the power of the Diuellincu-
ring difeafes, from whom all thefe inferiour Agents, Wit~
ches and Sorcerers do deriue their power and skill, Ifitbee
ivhis power, where God doth permit, to induce difeafes, it
muft needes be in his power to ceafe or' calme difeafes; be-
caufe both caufing and curing confiftinthe vertue and force
ofthe fame meanes, He therefore that knoweth how and
by what caufe the difcafe is induced, doth neceffarily vnder-
ftand, that by the remouall of that caufe itis cured, and ac-
cording to that rule can equally, as well by the remouall of
thatcaufe, cure,as by theinducion of the caufebring ficke-
neffe, For this r:al{m it isa maxime in Phyficke infallible,
that hee is the moft excellent Phyfician, who knoweth beft
* thecaufes of difeafes, and who vpon the knowledge of their
true canfes doth found the right method of their curation,

That the Diuell doth both know the caufes of difeafes,
and alfo how by them to procure and produce difeafes,is ma-
pifeft by the hiftory of /of, vpon whom heebrought thas
grieuous generallbotch and byle ouer all his body, Zob.chap.
2.verfe 7. That he did this by the force of caufes in natwure,
muft needes be euident : firft, becaufe heeisa creature, and
fubietand limited by nature vnto and within her lifts; and
therefore is not able abfolutely and fimply without caufes
- ~andmeancs in nature , to produce any effetts in nature, al-
thoughourignorance of his power and knowlcdge(becaufe
it fo farre excelleth our power ornature ) doth call allhis
workesiuftly fupernaturali, Secondly , for tharbylesand
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botclies are knowne narurall difeafes s and therefore had na<
turall caufes, although haply viknowne toary man;snd be-
yond thenaturcof knowvledge or 'skillin muan, il
Thefe reafons of the Dinelsimpoffibility; ‘to worke thofe
effe(ts without nature are thus yer more briefly and cleerely
made infallible.  OFf "nothing timply toproduce anything
yntoa true being and exiftence, isthe. {oleand proper worke
of an infinite Creator , and impoffible vntoany creature;
Therefore the Diuell being a creature,conld notbring thofe-
difcales vpon Zob, but by created meanes preexifting in creas
ted natore, in which heis contained and limited. And thus
much doncerning thatkinde of Witchrand Sorcerery which
is enquired at concerning the curing and ifluc of difeafes;
which we will conclude with this note, that all learned men.
of the beft experience haue obferued ; thar inthofecuresby
Witches and Sorcerers, the Diuell hath neuer perfectly heas
led , but for a timesor els where he hath {eemed moftperfe &t-
ly to cure, it hathbeen forarc{cruationof thebodyby him
cured, vnto a greaterend futther mifchiefesin’ rime to fuc-
ceede, Befides, this kind of Witch, by meanesvoknown to
man,orbya {upernaturall vertue in knownemeans aboue &
beyond their nature, vndertaking to cure thefick;or to fore-
tell theeuentand iffucs of difcales, there isalfo anotherkind
which doth vndertake to bee enquiredrarforextraordinary
reuclation of fuch difeafed perfons, asar¢ bewitched.or poi-
feffed by the Diucll, Thiskinde is not obfcure, at this day

fwarming in this kingdom;yvhe rof no man canbe ignorant,

who lufeth té obferuethe vocontrouledliberty & licenfe of
open & ordinary refortinall places ¥ntowife-mcny & wife-
women,{o vulgarly termed fortheir reputed knowledge c6-
cerning fuch difeafed perfons asare fuppofeditobebewit-
ched, af . lddi: o1 e 940
Buvit may be obie&ed, that many of thefe twolaft men-
tioned forts aresather deceiuersyand Impeftors.onely;who
by an opinion of this power, and not by any resll power
hercin, do deceine,feduce,and beguile the people, Thiscan-
not.
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pot in fome bedenied : nogwithtanding leaft impious im-

ofture be flill tolevated tobee acouert to hide the manifeft

dinellith pra&ice of Witches,;vnderpretente thereof f wher-
; \ {

by-iv fhall ener contine in this fhape neglected or vnipied)
Twill both bricfely gite (arisfaction haw the one mag be di-
: )

&

Hinguiﬂu:di"'rm'u theother; and alfo declare how men cea-
fing to enquire at Diuels and Witches, 1:-1-11111}01}01'5, Inay
learne to enguireot their Geod alone, and by the hghte of na=-
ture and reafon(which he hath giuewvoro them)in his feare,
with his allowance and :i;‘ipi‘ubatim'l, more truely and cer-
tainely informe them {elues.:

i e —— e e s

. CHADL IX
Of wifards and Impostors, howthey differ from witches.

e e ———— e e ==

Ow Witch-craftin diuers kindes may, accordingto
cuidence of reafon, be detected, hath beenebefore I?&” ocules
d et How im; ot  be. difi ! fallent,aha pro
By e ”LFGHL& may De. diicouered 4)is ubdina
(fince there isfo good vfeand neccfhitie of the diftinétion oficnrantes;1j
thereof, for the more perfet feparatng and {etting apartof praitigiatores
Witch-craft by it felfe) wee will likewile briefely make ma- abanuquis
wifelt diti funr, Scia-§!
£ ‘ F ' i l:ger.,
* The Impoftor is he who prerendeth truth, bucinten deth Impoftura
falfhood. For this caufe fometimes vnder an holy pretente, abeo ditta,
he maketh God the s Authiorof his ynholy prefhigiation, and 1 od adulteric
flandereth' God vnto his face, Sometimes to be reputed an i‘:;‘ g &
b Angell of light,he maketh himfelfe a licenfe to counterfet oo nir, Vi
the Diucll. He propofeth ithistrade tofeduce, and liveth by Impoftoics dis
lying. Sometimesin (hew and pollicitation hee isa Witch, cuntur verfuti
butin tlie performance of the greater finne heeislefleiuft, f‘ dallaces .

1 YOMINCs, qui
and in the perfonate refemblangce folcly a Tuggler. For as the jercesadulte.
Witch performeth chat whichintrue, and infallible reafonis 1inas proveris
eranfcendent and aboue natures fo the Impoftor pexformeth fupponunt,
ehat which in falfeand fallible reafon and opinion,onely fee- :"IE;“?:E”S-

- an " =Bne "1” I4
mﬁth Pmallt‘l. k. i b Colol, 3,33
=3 13 Hence
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Hence as Witches doe ftrange and fupernaturall workes,
and trucly vito reafon worthy of wonder; fo the Impoftor
doth things voide of accomptable reafon, in{hadow, fhew,
and feeming onely {upernaturall, wondred and admired.
And hence it commeth to pafle, that with vndifcerning

SeeReginald mindes, theyare {fometimes miftaken and confounded * one
Scot inhis  for another.
i’f’?we“’:?f From hence it is alfo neceffarily concluded, that as Witch- g
Vitcheraft ST 2 .
where inre.  Craftis difcouered by a {upernaturall worke aboue reafon, |
gardofthe  Whereto the Witches confent is acceffary; foan Impoftor is
feeming Like«  deteéted by a worke voide of accomptable reafon, but in a
“‘g" 'f_’”m'd decciving falfe Vifar orfhew, wherewith the purpéfe and
%ﬂnl';i:‘;ri?r! intention of the Deceiuer or Impoftor doth concurre,  As
erroncoufly he therefore the fufpeéted Witchis tyedto anfwere vnto an
confoundeth  juft doubt, which may bee direétly vrged againft his orher
‘]”f““"“f manifeft voluntary action, that is proued fupernaturall : {o
and the (elfe. . : : -
fame finne. 452 truely doubted Impoftor bound to giue fatisfa&ion, for
fuch his ambiguous ations, asdoe inlikely reafon appeare
fraudulent, vaine, preftigious, iuggling, couzening, or de-
ceiving. And thus fhall each appeare in his owne true fhape
apart, Of diverskindes of Witch-craft, I haue here produ-
ced examples.

I may here likewife very pertinently, for further illufirati-
on,propofe fome examples of Impofture in generall, that the
odioufnefle of this foule finne may appeare more foule, and
the ougly face thereof may be more FE”}F difcouered,

Among multitude of examples, Twill recite onely fome
few, whereof fome confift inlewd and guilefull, contrine-
ment of action, otherin the bewirching power of falfepro-
phecies,reuelations, preditions, and prognoftications.

Concerning the firlt, who canbe ignorantof the impious !
and infamous Impofhires of Mahomet ;who by guileful coun-
terfeic miracles,and pretended angelicall illuminated works,

* Polidorus i1t magnified and fec vpthat heathenith * Empire, and Re-
'E,l:gﬂ lig.cap. ligion of the blafphemous Twrkes? 2
The Hiftory of Sebaftian , the pretended Postugall King,
_ as
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withthe trne Difeonery thereof. 63

as it is fet forth by John de Serres, according to Mafter Grim-

fRones tranflation thereof (ifhe were a true Impoftorindeed,
and were not iniurionfly traduced, and blurred with vnde-
{erued rcprm:hj is an incomparable example, aboue and be-
yond many other, Iwill referre my Reader to the Author
himf{elfe.

1f wee defire more neere or domefticall examples herein,
behold,in the raigne of Aenry the feucenth, *aboy of meane
parentage, through impofturous machinations oppofed, fet
vp and crowned Kingin Ireland,again{t that famous and re-
nowned Prince Henry the {cuenth,putting him in great dan-
ger of his lifeand crowne of England.

In the late raigne of Queene Mary, there arofe anImpo-
ftor, ftiling himfelfe Edward the fixth. The danger of the pro-
grefle of that Impoftor (ifit had preuailed ) who knoweth
not ? The manifeft wrongs, iniuries,and impeachments alfo

* Speede.

from counterfeit prophecies, renelations, and prediftions,

iffuing not onely vnto private men and families, but vnto
kingdomes, Empires, and common-weales, are infinite,

Iulian, an Emperonr of Rome,though otherwife a mighty
and learned Prince,and valiant fouldier, bya prophecie of an
Impoftrefle or feeming Pythoniffe, promifing his conqueft,
and triumph ouer the kingdome of Perfia, was thither hafte-
ned vnto his deferued death, and the vengeance of God vp-
on hisinfamous Apaftafie.

Itisreported by Jobn de Serres the French Chronicler,that
the powerand force of fome pretended reuclations, and vi-
fions of.a yong Shephcard, inthe raigne of Char/es the fe-
uenth King of France, was {o preualent, that it perfwaded
Porhon that great & famous French Captaine, with the Mar-
tiall of France, toarme and incounter the then viétorious
Englith in the bowels ofthat kingdome ; by which vnaduis
fed attempt, the French were {upprifed and taken by the
Enghih.

Igtis recorded by the fame Author, that one Aurths Bros
Sfier, counterfeiting the fits and paflions of fuch as were Pnfé

. fefle




* Speede.
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fe(led;in fhort time became fo powerfullin illufion, that (he
minilired much matter ofsvonder and amazement,not onel
vnto priuate men, but vnto the Kings Counfell, to Preach-
ers in pulpits, yea vnto the whele Parliament, yntill the.
counterfec Diuell induring fome punifhment and reftraint,
forfooke his pretended pofieflion,

If we require examples in our own country, behold,inthe
raigne jof Edward the fourth, his brother George * Duke of
Clarence,was haftened vnto his vntimely death, euenby the
allowance of his brother King,vpon the feare of avaine and
flying prophecie, that G. of King Edwards heyresthould bee
che murtherer,

Inthe timeof Fenry the cight, the holy Maide of Kenr by
her feeming miraculous reuclations, deceiuing not onely the
common {ort, but euen diuerslearned and feenemen ug:he
beft ranke, and prime note, ftirred vp in the King grear ica-
loufic,and fearc .of his Crowne and fafety, asbythe records
of her attaindour dothappeare, wherein doth {tand proued
and fentenced her treafon-fome impofture of moft dange-
rous confequent, ifit had obtained equall iflue. |

In thefame kingsraigne, the bewitching efteeme credit;
and hope of force and verrue i counterfeit predictions, and

retended reuclations, whet the ambitious heart of Edward
* Lord Stafford, Duke of Buckinghamficft into high Treafon,
and to reach at the Crowne,and atter from thence theuft him
headlong orheadlefle into his graue. ;

In the raigne of Edwardthe fixt, there was a prophecie
diunlged from the mouth of fome prerended Wifard; by
which the coniuration of Kezt, 8 thole Norfolke Rebels, was:
hartned and encouraged to proceede in their rebellion and’
outrage, vato the great danger & damage of the kingdome;
and in the end vato their owne deftruction.. That blind pre-
tended prophecic,, in the infidiation of vaine and credulous
mindes, was fomewhat like vnto that ambiguous Oraclein
Qirgils o Lnietds, : i
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Aio,te Aacida Romanos vincere pofle:
1 fay s the fonne of Eacus the Romane povver -[ball grell.

“This Oracle may on cither fide indifferently, citherac-
tively or paffiuely be vnderftood. Like vnteitwas that pre-
figious prophecie, which the rebellious Norfolcians with
their Kett trufted :

Hob, Dic, end Hicwith clubbes and closted [hoone,
Shall fillvp Duffin-dalewith flang htered bodies foone,

The Rebels vnderftanding this blinde reuclation, or pre-
diction, concerning the victory wherem they themiclues
fhould bee Agents and not Patients 5 (as afterward their
owne ruine did truly interpretit) and dreaming the filling
vp of the Duffin-dale tobe intended of othermens dead bo-
dies, and not their owne , were thereby incited with furious
courage, vntothe hazard of the kingdome and their natiue
Countrey , vntill their ownemangled and {laughtered car-
cafes became butchered fpe&tacles, and bloudy monuments
of fuchiilufionand impofture,

How many other feareful & horrid treafons haue bin buile
and grounded vpon other the like prodigious impoftures?To
recite the damages & wrongs done vto priuate men byim-
pofture inmanifold Kinds, were infinite. What fhould wee
‘mention Prior *Bolton of St, Bartholmewesint Lowdon, who in
the raigne of Henry the eight , vpon the impreflion of an v-
niuerfall worlds floud , grounded ypon prerended miracu-
lous predi&ions, ridiculoufly buildeth hinilelfe an houfe or
‘neaft on the top of Harrow hil, to faue himfelfe from drow-
ning? - '
 What mighty terrors did the wicked impofturous pre-
dictions of firang € cuents inshe ad mirable yeare 83, ftrike
intothe cdmon peoplé dtwulgars of England ?from whence,
what different diftradtions in many priuate men did bring
forth,to relate,were iuft matter of profound laughrer, What
-tranflations of dyvellings, peregrinations into other Cowt-
ess K tries,

* Speedes
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tries, exchange of inheritances for monies, and other ridieu-
" Dhilippe de lous extrauagant molitions did the approach of thatyeare
il dwerfly prepare > T will not wafte paper in any more * parti-
booke 4. chap, cularrecitals = Our later age and time hath notbeen barren
io.taxcthour of many wicked and harmeful fruits of impofturous rophe-
Enghth Nati§ cies, neither haue they altogether efcaped theeye ofPlu ftice,
forthemulti- 60 "the blurre of infamy writeen in their names and chroni-
tude and vani- .
ty of Aying n:lf:d memory. And although many impoftures(becaufe pra-
Prophecics in Ctifed vpon priuate and more obfcure perfonages) are leffe
thiskinde.  knowne and publifhed , then fuch as are committed againit
Princes and States,and therefore are more remarkable in the
eyes of al men,yetare they both equally in their natures per-
picious: It were not now impertinent from the declaration
of the mifchicfes of impofture in generall, todefcend ynto
fome fuch in particular , asare prattifed vnder the lying pre-
tenfe and falfe colour of a tran{cendent and Magicke vertue,
In examples of this kind, Reignald Scott doth oucr-abound in
his difcouery.. It is not vnknowne vntomy owne proofe,
how vfuall itis with many,by the reputation of a Witch on-
ly , impofturoufly to promife and yndertake the miraculous
curations, and prognoftications of difeafes and their iffues ;
wherein, for breuity fake, and to auoide confufion, andthe
crambe or iteration of the fame things,I wil referre the Rea-
der to a former Manuell by my felfe publithed , where, al-
though , by reafon of my abfence beyond and befide the £r-
rata , many errors both in fome words and fenfe doe fill re-
maine ; yeathere are many thingsin this kinde worthy no-~
tice. Readepage 71.the Treasife of Wifards; likewife, in
the fecond marginal note of the pag. 58.a0 hiftory ofa Chi-
rurgeon, famous in curing fuch as were bewitched : Like-
wife, pag€ 109. 110. 111, an Hiftory of imfoﬂurc, vnder
the colour and pretenfe of the infpection and indging of V=
rines: and likewife, page 6osand from thence ynto the end
of that whole Chapter.
There is a very rare, but true, defcription of 2 Gentlewo-
man, about fixe yeares palt,cured of diucrskinds of convul-
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fions, and other apoplecktike, epileptike, cataleptike, and
paralytike fits, and other kinds of accidents of affinitie ther-
with, After (he was almoft cured of thofe difeafes , but the
cure not fully accomplithed, it was by areputed Wifard
whifp-:red , and thercupon beleeued,that the Gentlewoman

as meerely bewitched , fuppofed Witches were accu-
{ed, and after executed. ¥ hie Gentlewoman hachbeen free
from all thofe accidents there mentioned , the fpacc of fixe
yeares now paft.

In this laft paﬁf:ucnth yeare, fince the writing of that 1
hiftory, fome of the former fits are *critically again returned: * Plurimx au- §}
the fame Wifard or Deceiuer reforted vnto and enquired at, tm pafsiones §
doth now againe auouch her to be bewitched; vpon opinion E:]:El:f{l;f' :
whereof and truft in his illufion,the timely vfe and benefir of (opn mulllihili, |
due counfell hath beene much omitted and negleéted. Her nonnulle an-
difeafes which formerly, far exceeded thefe which now are, num 117.Hipp.

i £ I i F ! b
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cured , andf{o continued the fpace of fixe yeares together. yiin;adepee-
Thefe fewe which now doereturne , due counfelland time narij rationem

neglected,though bein

g in number fewer,lefle intricate, and habéc Crifim,
farrelefle violent, haue notwithftanding a farre larger fpace ““”*g““:m“!
of time continued. ?ET;”D?:'M
JIf that Counfeller or vndertaker to counfell , be aWi- quoadannes.

fardinname and reputation only (‘asI doegeffe and deeme Galen,indi&ti
him) then is this Hiftory an incamparable example andin- Apherifm.
flance of the wickedneffe, impictie and cruelty of impofture

and Impoftours. Ifhebe found a Witch,then isitan vnan-

{werable euidence and inftance of the Diuels iuggling lying,

illufion and deceiving,wherof we made mention and proofe

before inthe queftion or doubt conceriiing Pyrhagoras real-

ty in two places, ' For, in true reafon and iudicious difcer-

ning, ivis as cleerc as the brighteft day, that no accident be-

falling the Gentlewoman mentioned , can be other then na-

turall; or farther fupernaturall,then either the Diuels credic

witha Witch, oran Impoftors credit with deceined and fe-

duced men is able to inchauntperfwafion ynto vain affiance
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63 The Tryall of witch-craft,
in them. Ireferre the Reader rothe confideration of the hi-
flory at large, with that which here is added : Iwili onlyex-

hortall men not to be in thofe doubtfull cafes, tooviolent,

nor rafh in asking or belecuing vnworthy or worthlefe
counfell,but to aske it of fuch as are truly and godI}r learned
and prudent, and not of Impoftours or Seducers, confide-
ring that the confequences of rafhinefle, miftaking error and
ignorance , are nolefle then the life ordeath of the ficke ;. @
putting out ofthe eyes and hight of reaforr, which God and
Nature hath giuen man to walke withallin the darke pilgri-
mage of this life; a depriuation of dueremedies which God
hathallowed ( while beguiled with vaine and foolith opini-
on, with wilfull blindnefle, they worthily eliceme not, nor
will expect his grace and fauour therein.

Afluredly,he that doth giue vp him{elfe tobecome a prey
to folly and illufion,and led by decciuers lieadlong into con-
fufed,vniuftifi able, vnwarranted and inhibited-explorations
and trials, doth forfake the guidance and vle of right reafon,
and in ftead thereof, is intemperately diftradted with impa-
ticnce of expedtation of due refpeét and eftecme of Gods
ordinance and allowance in his ordinary meancs, ma}riuﬁl}f
feare that God hathdecreed and determined, notonelyto
difpoyle’him of that comrhon bleflin g which he hach promi-
{ed to all that duely feek, and rightly viehis allowed means;
but alfo that hee Icaueth him vntothe curfed path and way
of perpetuall blindneffe'and hardnefle of heart therin, except
his fpcciall and extraordirary divine grace in time reduce his
dangerous fteps. Forcertainely he viato whofe blinded eies
God doth offer fo great mercy and fauour, asis plainely eui-
dentin all his ordained.ordinary meanes, ynto euery good
that befuMcth man inthishife, and: wich thankfulnefle can<
not or will not behold it, when itis layd at his vnthankfull®
fecte, is ina defperate way of a lethargicall dilpofition:, or
fenfelefle memorxy and oblivion , both of his reafon ;and of
him{clfe, & of Gods mercifull goodnes rowards him, : And
thus the vglinefle of impofture both by the defcription .l:hn:rE

Oy,
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of, 21dl alfo by example doth appeare, wherein may bee firft
feene, how they thattruft thereto,dos forfake God, them-
felues and their owne common fenfe and realon, and giue
them{eclues to bee {wallowed vp of lying and illufion, Se-
condly in the whole courfe of impolfture it (elfe,is feene the
continuall pradtice of mercilefle impiety , the vivall wrong
of theafflicted, the belying of truth, the deceiuing the mi-
{erable, the depriuation of theficke, of the vie of Mie reme-
dies and meanes which God hath made & blefled vnto men,
that with praife voto bis name, patience & due dependance
vpon his prouidence therein, can be contented to {eeke and
expect the likcly an { hopefull iffue thereof,in viuall courfe of
nature, Laftly,may becolle&ted, and obferued, the vie and
neceflitie of dittinction betwecne Impofture and Witch-
craft; namely,that the odious & abominable finne of witch-
craft be not{uffered to continue, voregarded or negleéted,
vnder the colonr of vaine Impn[hlrs,nm‘.- thatthe Diuell be
not {uffered to liuc amongft vs,too commonly, & teoopens
ly,in the coate and habite of afoolifh Impoftor, or Tuggler,
For certainely nothin g doth more ho od-winke the through-
difcouery of Sorcerersithen remiffencflc and omiffion ofin-

uifition; end cafligation of Impoftors, outof whofe leauen
(no doubt ) but diligent animaduerfiony might oft-times
boult out many afubtilland conecaled Witch.

S -

CHAP. X,

How men may by reafon avd natvre be [atisfi ed, concerning Jruch

as are iﬂdgadf and truely bewitched. .

T followeth now, according to promife briefely to point
ynto direction, how men-leading to enquire at Witches

. & Sorcerers, 8 Impoftors,concerning the fick, fuppofed
to bebewitched, may enqiire and be better fatisfied bythe
light of Reafon,which God hath giuen vnto thep, Reafon
gt} i K3 dotht
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70 The Tryall of witch-craft,
doth dete&t the ficke to be affliéted by the immediate fuper
naturall power of the Diuell, two wayes : The fitlt way is by
fuch things as are fubic¢t and manifeft vato the learned Phy-
ficion onely :the {econd is, by fuch things as are fubiect wnd
manifeft vnto a vulgar view.

Thofe things which are manifeft vnto thePhyficion alene,
are of two forts. The firft is, when in the likenefie and fimi-
litude offa difgafe,the fecret working of a fupernatural pow-
cr doth hide itfelfe, hauing no crauE: or peffibilitic of being
in that kinde or nature. The {econd is, when naturall reme-
dies or meanes according vnto Art and due difcretion ap-
plyed, doe extraordinarily or miraculoufly either lofe their
manifeft ineuitable nature, vie, and operation, or elfe pro-
duce effects and confequences, againft or abouetheir na-
ture, The impoffibilitie of either of thefe in v{uall or ordina-
rie courfe of nature, doth certainely proue aninfallibilitie of
a fuperiour nature, which affuredly therefore muftneeds be
cither Diuine or Diabolicall.

This conclufion concerning the infallibilitie of a fuper-
-naturall mouer, from the like afflumption, the learned and
worthy preferuer of reuerent antiquitie, Mafter Camden,in
his delcription of Chefhire,hath truely inferred vpon the mi-
raculous prelufions, and prefages, euer and perpetually fore-
running the death of the heyres of the houfe or family of the
Briertons, Thefe & fuch like things (faich he)are done either
bytheholy tuteler Angels of men, orels by Diuels,who by
Gods permiffion mightily fhew their power in this inferiour
world, |

Whenfoeuer therefore the Phyficion fhall truely difcouer
a manifeft tranfcending power , manner; or motion inany
fuppofed difeafe, there is an vndoubted conclufion of the
Author. Where likewife remedics finde concomitdnces, or
confcquences contrary totheir nature,or {uch as neuer were,
nor-euer can be contingent in courfe of nature : this affump-
tion truely granted, doth inuincibly inferre a tranfcendent
farce and vertue, therein neuer tobe denied, -

Thus
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Thus howdifeafes, and the wonderfull accidents which
ofthappen in difeafes, maybee by the Phyficion dete&ed,
aecording vnto the rule of reafon, whether induced by the
Diuell or no, isbriefely pointed at.

How the guilt of any man therein with the Diuell (which
doth onely conuince a Witch) may and oughe appeare, hath
been before declared, and (halllikewife hereafter be further
made cleare,

It will notnow be immateriall or vaproficable ; for con-
firmation, illuftration,and betrer proofe of thofe two wayes,
which are diftinguifhed to be onely fubieét,and manifeft vn-
to the Phyficion, in the deteétion of the fecret workes of Di-
uels and Witches in difeafes ; to produce one or two exam-
ples of both.

Concerning the fitft, Fernelins in his 2. booke De aeAbd: -

Rer .canfis cha. 16.deliucreth a hiftory of a yong man of ano-
ble family, who was by a violent conuulfien 1n an extraordi-
nary manner long time tormented.Diuers learned Phyfici~
ons remained long time deubting and vnfatisfied, both in
the caufe of this difeafe, as alfo ofthe feate or place where
the caufe,with any fufficient reafon,might be iudged fetled,

Behold very pregnant inducements of the finger of the Di-
uell, mouing in the difeale. One was the incredible velocitie
of motionin the difeafed, impoffible vnto the force of man :
the other was,for that in allthe fits and conuulfions, though
very ftrong and yehement, his {enfe and vnderfanding re-
mained in the difeafed, perfeét and nothing obfcured,orin-
gerrupted,which in conuulfions according vnto natural cau-
{es was neuer {eene, and isimpoffible,

The force of thefe reafons to eninee the prefidence of the
Diuell, in the manner and motion of the fore-named difeafe,
the Diuell himfelfe did fhortly after iuftifie, declaring and
profefling himfelfe the:Author thereof in plainely exprefled
words,

Inthe fore-named booke and chapter,there is another re-
port or relation of a man fodainely {urprifed, with an extra-

ordinarie -
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-3 The Tryall of witch-eraf?,

ordinarie fafhion, or fhape of madncfle or phrenfie, wherein
he vttered and renealed things hidden, and of profound4ci-
ence and reuclation, not onely aboue the pitch and power of
naturall capacitic, and the forgerie of fained extafie, bur re-
ally in trueand vpright iudgement, and vnpartiall difcer-
ning beyond all queltion and exception fupernaturall. The
fequel after made it good. Thele examples are fufficient vnto
men that are wife, and with whom reafon hath authoritie, I
doenot affect vnaduifed multiplication herein, fulpeéting
many hiftories,and reportsof diuers Authors,

The poffibilitic of thofe whichare hereproduced , befide
the vnftained credit of the Author, is apertly confirmed by
the holy Scripture, where, in the Lunatike -.-Ee Diuell mani-
felted himfelfe by aftions, onely proper and appropriate vn-
to the power of a Spirit: fuch was his cafling the Lunatike
into the fire, and into the water,his violent rending and tea-
ring him,which were things impoffible vatothe powerand
nature of the Lunatike himf{elfe, or ofhis difeafe alone.

The man pofie{fed among the Gadarens, Marh,8. Mark, 5.
Luk, 8. \ikewife doth eftablifh the fame, whowas knowne,
and {cene cuidently, not tobe fimply or folely difeafed, by
thofe vndoubred workes, andthat finger of the Divel ,when
he cafily brake in peeces thofe iton chaines wherewith the
Lunatike was bound : fothat ne force thereof whatfocuer
could hold orbinde him ; asalfo when he vttered and {pake
that more then humane vnderftanding and reuelation of Ie-
{us Chrift to be the Sonne of God : a knowledge as yet vins
communicated voto'mankinde, and vatoreafon impoffible,

Concerning the fecond way of dete(tion, fubiett vnto the
Phvficion alone, namely, when naturall remedies aptly ap-
plyed, are attended with fupernaturall confequences, con-
trary to theirnature, or-aboue the fame, out ‘of the former
Author,and fore-named place:there is an‘example alfo with=
out farther firaggling of vnqueflioned eftimation. . A cer~
taine man there mentioned, vehemently ‘burning and - thir-

fting, and by intolerable heate compelled to feeke any mi-
tigation,
-
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tigation, or extinéion of his heate and thirft, in want of
drinke or other fitting liquor, happened to finde an Apple,
in the moilture and naturallivice whercof, hoping the viu-
all (hort refrething of thetongue, he, afterthe firlt tafting
thereof, immediately found (' not onely that which was con-
traric to the nature of an Apple , greater burningand thirft
then before) but hadinftantly his mouth and iawes fofalt
clofed and fealed vp thereby, thathe hardly efcaped ftrang~
ling.

The reafonable doubt of the latitarion of the Diuel,in this
faire, harmelefle, and vfuall remedic of the tongue , thirft
and drinefle,was afterward made more cuident and manifeft
by the fodaine and fwift obfeflionof his minde, with fright-
ful vifions,wherof as in the difpofition, temper, {ubftance or

ualitie of his braine or body,there wasno ground or caufe,
foin the Apple it felfe, was no other pernicious mixture,but
that the Diuel, as with Judas Sop, though wholefome and
{auing in it felfe, fo in this medicinall fruit,entred and poflef-
{ed,where God permitted. The like may be faid of other both
outward & inward remedies,which by a Magick power are
and may be oft interrupted,turned and bent vntoa vie con-
trarie to their nature.

For this caule Hyppocrates himfelfe in his booke de facro
morbo, ¢ de natura muliebri, doth acknowledge many acci-
dents, as alfo difeafes and remediesthemi{elues to be diuine,
as hauing their caufe and being aboue the courf{c of nature.
When therefore fitting vato any caufe, matter,or humour in
the body, according to true Artand Reafon difcouered, apt
and fitremedies, areaptly & fitly by the iudicious Phyficion
applyed, notwithftanding, contrary to the nature and cu-
tome of fuch remedies, they haue extraordinary , voufuall,
and iuftly wondred effets, is there not juft marter of doubr,
concerning an vnufuall, andan extraordinarie caufe an{we-
rable thereto? Thedeepe and myficall contingents 1 this
kinde, and their hiddenreafon and caufe,the vnlearnc d man,
or hee that is not exercifed in difficult difcoueries, cannot

L difcerne,

o T
— - — —

o
R e ——

T S A i a8 g B T R
. o ¥
— e — e




=4 The Tryallof witch-craft,

difcerne, nor can the intricateand perplexed implications
therein, of doubts and ambiguities poffibly, become intelli-
gible in euery ordinary apprehenfion ; yec by the former ca-
fie and familiar example , euery man may gefle and conie-
&ure atthe moft abftrufe, The {ubtilty of the Diuell doth
cafily deceiuc a vulgar thought, and in the cloudes and mifls
of doubtsand difficuldies beguilech vinally the dimme fight
and difquifition.

The learned Phyficion, notwithftanding poficfling true
indgement and learnirg ; who dothand can warily obferue,
and diftinguith firft the wonders of nature ynknowne vnto
euery mediocrity of knowing : fecondly, thetrue wonders
aboue nature in due collation with nature tobee knowne,
doth not eafily or rafhly with vulgars , erre orrunne madin
the confufion of vaine and idie fcruples, The wonders of na-
ture. are fuch naturall difeafes as are ffeene in their wondred
and admired fhapes or mixture , to haue a great likenefle or.
deceining identity with fuch maladies,as are inflicted by the
Diuell. The wondersaboue nature, are fuch difeafes, asare
truly and vndoubtedly knowne and proued to haue no con-
filtence , or power of confiftence, or caufe in fublunary na-
ture,

OFf the firlk Twill heere cite no particular examples, be-
caufe I haue both formerly m a former Manuall, deliuered.
briefly fome of their generall* defcriptions, denyedbyne
man that in ancient time was , or at thistimeisa iudicious
and learned Phyfician, asalfodiners of their* particular Hi-
ftories inthe perfons of fome ficke men knowne vnto my
{elfe,

Of the fecond it is heere needlefle to propound any
more particulars then thofe aboue mentioned , whichIe-
fteeme for the generallilluftration fufficient, In true and
right decifion:& diftin&tion of the one from the other,mulri.
plicity of confideration and circumfpetionought diligene.
ly attend theintricate maze and labyrinth of error,and illy.
fion in their deceineable likenefles, whereby the Diucll, for

kis
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his owne aduantage,and the perdition of feduced and begui-
ledmen, dothf{ometimes cunningly hide his owne workes,
and the diuclifh practices of Witches and Sorcerers, from
theirdue dete@ion and punifhment; fomerimes to infnare
the guii:lﬂfc and innocenr,doth iugglingly feem to do thofe
things which Nature doth iuftly challenge, not as his, but
as her owne, in iuft ballance weighed, Itismoltcertaine,
that the Diuell cannot poffibly mixe himfelfe, or his power,
with any inferior nature, fubftance or body, but the alterati-
on,by the coniunction of fo far difcrepant natures, in the vn-
changeable decree of the vniucrfall nature of all things, ne-
ceffarily and vnauoidably produced, muftneeds witnes and
manifeftly dete it in the great and mighty oddes. Thisis
very euident and apparent in all the {upernaturall workes
of the Diuell, before mentioned in the generall difcourfe of
this {fmall Treatife or worke , whether fuch aswere decla-
red manifeft to fenfe, or fuch as were cuident to reafon;
whether fuch as were affeéted by the Diuell himfelfe, wich
the confent or contract of a Sorcerer or Witch, orfuch as
were without their knowledge , fociety, or contrak perfor-
med by himfelfe. All thofe fupernaturall workes of both
thefe kindes wete therefore knowne to be fupernaturall, be-
caufe they were aboue dnd beyond any caufc in {ublunarie
nature, The like the learned Phyficianmay certainely con«
clude, concerning difeafes inflifted or moued by the Diuell,
For it is impoffible that the finger or power of the Diuell
fhould beein any malady, but{uchacaufe multnecdespro-
duce fome cffeét likeit felfe,where true and iudicious difcer-
ning is able to finde the infallible, certaine, and videceiued
ftampe of difference. Thus farre hath been briefly declared,
how the Phyfician properly and by himfelfe doth alone enter
into the due confideration & examination of difeafes (where
isiuft occafion of queftion) whether naturallyor fupernatu-
rally inferred. How vnfitit is here toadmit cuery idiot for
a Phyfician or Counf(ellor ( as is too commonbothin thele

and all other affaires of health)leo wife men iudge.,
L2 Cer-
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Certainely from hence it commeth to pafle, that moeft
men for cuer liue in perpetuall confufion of their thoughts in
their cafes,and as auft iudgement of God ﬂgninﬁ their care-
lefle fearch and negle&t of learned and warranted true coun-
fel, all certainty & truth herein doth ftill fly farre from them.
For as in thefe ambiguiries is requifite and neceffary, a lear-
ned, iudicious , and prudent Phyfician ; fois itas neceffary
that hee finde thofe that neede herein aduice, truly and con-
ftantly obedient ynto good reafon, temperate and difcreete,
not mutable vpon euery vaine and idle proie(t to ftart away,
and to bee tranfported from reafonable, iuft, and difcreete
proceeding, vnto vncertaine, vainc, and Empiricall tryals,
fince wifedome,knowledge and truth are neuer truly found,
but onely of thofe, that with diligence, patience, and perfe-
uerance {earch and fecke them out, It remaineth nowto
come ynto the fecond way of detection of the bewitched
ficke,which was before faid to confift in fuch things as were
fubic& and manifelt vatoavulgar viewe, as thefirftynto
the learned Phyfician alone. Asof the firft, fome few exam-
ples haue been propounded, foof thelaterletvs alfo viewe
other fome,

In the time of their puroxifmes or fits, fome difeafed per-
fons hauebeene feene to vomit crooked iron, coales, brims-
flone, nailes, needles, pinnes, lumps of Icad, waxe, hayre,
firawe, and the like in {uch quantity,figure,fathion and pro-
portion,as could neuer pofsibly paffe downe,or arife vp tho-
row the naturall narrowneffe of the throat, or be contained
in the voproportionable fmall capacity , naturall fufceptibi- .
lity and pofition of the ftomake. Thefe things at any time
happening, are palpable and not obfcure to any eye without
difficulty, offering themfelues to plaine and openviewe.

Thele like accidents Beninenins , Wierts, Codronchins and
others alfo , eusn in our time and countrey, haue publithed
to haue been feen by themfelues. Some other ficke perfons:
haue, in the time ofthe exaccrbations of their fits , fpoken
languages knowingly and ynderftandingly,which informer

tune
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time they did neuer know, nor could aficrward know a-
gaine : as Fernelins a learned Phyficion, and beyond excepti-
on worthy credit, doth witnefle coucerning a Sicke man
knowne to himfelfe.

Sgme Sicke men alfo haue reuealed and declared words,
gefturcs, actions done infarre diftant places, euenin the ve-
ry time and moment of theiracting, doing, and vttering,as
I haue, knowne my felfe in fome, and asis teftificd likewife
to haue beene heard, knowne,and feenc by diuers witnefles
worthy credit in our *countrey, in diuer bewitched Sick
people. ,

Asthefe examples are manifeft to any beholder, which
fhall at any time happen to view them:{o are the examples of
the firft and fecond kinde enident to the reafon and judge-
ment of the learned and iudicious Phyficion, and all doe
therfore certainely deteétand prouea {upernaturall Author,
caufe, or vertue, becaufe they are manifelt {upernaturall
effets.

Thus haue wee pointed out briefely, the detedtion of the
bewitched Sicke,both by learned Reafon proper vnto the -
dicious Phyficion, andalfo by common{enfe and reafon in
all men,

Ifmen more at large pleale to exercifc themfelues in
due confideration and proofe heereof, they fhall finde more
certaine and found fatisfa&tion and fruir, with the bleflin
and allowance of God, then can iffue out of the mouthes of
Sorcerers & Witches,which God hath curfed, and difallow-
ed, and in whofe hearts and mouthes, the Diuellis oft a ly-
ing Spirit.

It hath been briefely, and yet fufficiently hercin proued,
that Almightic God hath giuen vnto Reafonlight,v.'hcrcb:,r
reafonable, temperate and fober mindes, through circum-
{pett care and diligence, may {ee and behold whatfoeuer
is truely poffible, or iultfor manto know, withthe fauour
and allowance of Gods grace, inthe deteétion and difcoue-
vie of the bewitched Sicke, Whofoeuer therefore fhall con-
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78 The Tryall of Witch-craft,

eemne, ornegle chis light, and fhall aske counfell of Di-
uels and Witches, the openand proclaimed enemies of God,
doe eertainely relinquith their faich, and cruft in God their
Creatour,and their patience and dependance vpon his pro-
uidence.

And although it may fometimes fall out, that profpe-
rous ifflue doth feeme to follow the counfell of the Di-
uell, yet dothitbehooue men to be wary, and not prefume ,
left it prouc onely afweec baite, that by a fenfible good, the
Diuell may draw their bewitched defirous vaine mindes vn-
to aninfenfible damnable hurt, For certainely, hee who will
rather be beholding vito the Diuell, for his life or health,
then chule to die in the gracious and mercifull hand of
Godhis Creator, can neuer expeét to participate any por-
tion of faluation in him.

Thus much concerning the reafonable difcouerie of the
bewitched Sicke, wherein leauing to enquireat Wirches,
Sorcerers,or Impoftors,vpright men,that loue or fearc God,
orimbrace Religion or common reafon,may and ought con-
fincand fatisfic their inft defires,

- =

CHAP. XI.

The produltion of the warkes of Witches and Sorcerers, vnto the
puolique feate and cenfure of Inflice,

: E haue hitherto confidered, how the workes of

g Jg } Diucls and Witches may bee both manifeft to
Scnfe, and euident to Reafon, The‘irhaucin their

diuers kindes and different performances and manners di-
{tinctly beene inftanced. Befides thofe kindes which haue
been mentioned, there may be innumerable more, among
which are thofe who yndertake and are enquiredat, to re-,
ueale treafures hid, goods doft or conucighed away, the
workes and guilt of other Witches, good fostunes,and t:?uill
or=
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fortunes in diuers affaires, deffeignes and attempts ; as alfo
_thofe who vndertake by inchantment, toleade captiue the
wilsand mindes of men, vnto extraordinaricand vnreafo-
nable defires or lufts, hatred or loue vnto, oragainft this or
that perfon, or this or that particular thing,abouc or beyond
the naturali power of refiftance,ad the force and vfuali gui-
dance of naturall reafon,in theordinaric courfe of mans will
and nature : but they areall included in the fame generall
kinde, and common proofe of their diuellith impietie, de-
riucd from the word of God beforc alledged vnanfwera-
bly,and the true confequence of Reafon from thence, -
“The differchce that is in their divers kindes, doth onely a-
rife from their feuerall fubic&ts, manners, ceremonies, and
rites,according to their feuerall dif‘fering contradts wich the
Diuell : foghe vfing in their workes,reuelations or oraculous
an{weres, of the demand of reforting people in onemanner,
fafhion, ceremonie, gefture, and rite ; fome in another, and
{ome innone atall, ccrtaine,crvnchnnge:blc.
Concerning thefe ceremonies, with their feuerall con-
tratts, and the manners thereof,I will not write, partly, be-
eaufein this place notmuch materiall ;'partly, becaufe they

aredifficult to detedt, except by the Witches owne free con~

feflion, which happeneth very rarc and feldome ; partly,be-
caufe they tend more tothe fatisfaétion of curiofitie then of
v{e,and thercfore are not without fome danger publifhed, It
hathnow been manifefted by the word and mouth of God,
vnto the reafon of man, how a Witch or Sorcerer may eui-
dently appeare vato right Reafon ; namely by his voluntary
-vadertakingto be enquired at, for knowled ge and reuclati-
on of fuch things asare hiddenby God from all knowledge
of men, and arc folely and properly in the knowledge of
Spirits,.

The reuclation being found fiipernaturall, doth. difcouer
the fupernaturall Agentor Author the Diucll, whofe proper
aét whatfoeuer man doth vndertake in part, orinwhole,
muft neceffarily buy or borrow from him, and thereby bec
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8o The Tryall of witch-craft,

conuinced vndoubtedly of contract with him,

We haue produced diuers {orts of noted Praétifers like-
wife of this inhibited contraét, bothin the holy Scripture
expreflely nominated, and alfo by their ordinarie common
cuftome herein obferuedin feuerall kindes.

Concerning them all, we will conclude as a corallary vnto
all that went before, with the teftimonie and confirmation
of Lucins Apuleins thatfamous,expert , & learned Magician,
in hisbooke de o Anreo Afine, from his long preofe and ac-
quaintance with the Diuel : Damones (faith he) prefident An-
gHris, Arnfpicys, eraculis, Magorum miracwlss, that is, the Di-
uels are chiefe prefidents, haue chiefe power or authoritie
are chiefe Maifters, Guides,or Rulers ouer Divination,or re-
uelation by the fignes taken in flying of fowles , of divina-~
tio by infpe&tion of the entralls of beafts, of Oracles, and
of all the miracles or miraculous workes of Mdagicians. They
that will not beleeue the holy Scripture , nor the teftimony
of {fo many men and ages, that the Diuell is the fole Auther
of yaine miraculous reuelations, diuinations and workes, let
them credit the UMagician his owne mouth.

As we haue hitherto viewed,how Witch-craft and Wit~
ches may be, firft,by fenfe manifeftly deteled : fecondly,by
reafon euidently conuited: fo let vs now confider,how they
may be both produced vato the barre of Iuftice, and bee ar-
saigned and condemned of manifeft high trcafon againft
Almighty God, and of combination with his open & pro-
fefled cnemy the Diuell,

Concerning the firft, fince it chicfely confifteth in that
which is manifeft vnto the outward fenfe, if the witnefles of
the manifeft magicalland fupernaturall act, bee {ubftantiall
fufficient, able to iudge, free from exception of malice, par-
tialitie, diftra&ion, folly, and if by conference and coun-
{ell with learned men, religioufly and indufirioufly exerci-
{ed, in iudging in thofe affattes, there bee iuftly deemedno
deception of fenfe, miftaking of reafon or imagmation, I {ee
no true caufe, whyit fhould deferue an: Jgnoramss, ornot be

reputed
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reputed a true Bill, worthy to bee inquired, “asa cafefit and
mature for the {ame due triall, which Iuftice, lawe, and e-
quitic haue ordained in common vnto al other righctull hea-
rings, and proceedings b}r witnefle'and teftimonie,although
icis likely to proue a rare plea or caufe, becaufeinrealon not
too frequently to be found,and farrelefle in it {elfe common
or v{uall, thenis vulgatly reputed, Tt might notwithftan-
ding, haply be moreoft detected, if more diligently accord-
ing toreafon inquired.

The fecond kinde of Witch b}r euidence of reafon difco-
uered, isfarre nmr-:frcquent then the firft, as appeareth by
the vari¢ric and multitude of names, which it hath branded
vponit, and the diuerfitie of kindes and fathions which it
hath puton, Itislikewife more eafily deteéted and proued,

A fupernaturall worke or reuelation being firft made true-
ly manifeft (lcft prepofteroufly we haply call a {furmifed, or
falfely fufpe&ed offender into queftion, before any offence
be apparert or knowne; which is an yniuft iniury, and wor-
thy of rebuke and (hame with God andiuft men) afuperna-
tural]l worke orreuelation (I fay) being manifeft, any mans
guilty contract thereinis ptoued ; by his vndertaking to be
enquired at therein,

Thatvndertaking likewife s eafily knowne and difcoue-
red by thofe that haue inquired. The foundation of this way
of inueftigation of this Witch or Sorcerer , is the Word of
God it felfe before recited, and iuft and true reafon buile
therevpon, cannotfall or be {haken.

Thus haumng brought thefe prifoners to the Barre,I there
arre(tany farther progreffe,and leaue them to Iuftice, tothe
decree & fentence of the reuerend, graue,and learned Iudge,
and fo proceede to the third promifed way of inueftigation,
and inquifition of Witches and Sorcerers, according tolike-
ly prefumption, probableand artificiall conictture,

But before we arriue vpon that point, itis neceflarie, that
fir(t a materiall obie&ion be fatisfied, That is, inthe fore-
mentioned Iudgement of fupernaturall workes of Sorcery

M manifeft
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manifeft to feale, how canany true teftimony or witneffe be
,ruumdar nrachhd {1nce n:sfwr}thnndc: whether real lyor
teuely ot deluforily y and in{eeming onely , many or moft
things :~tm:n kinde, are feene or ‘t....l.-,., Hereto is anfwered:

II"-\.

:"x:-: crue fubtance is feene not of it {clfe fimpl Y, butinand
 the outward true figure , {hape, proportion, colours and
menfioninherent [1 !u]l‘l, r\d m*'i arable theresfrom: fo
the truelikenefle , refemblance and posTLraiuee ol Frhat fub-
flance, when { ﬁpm..tﬂd from that fubftance, isastruely and
asreally feene. Therefore , experience doth thewe vs, that
the fame eye which {faw the [11:1 ¢, proportion , and ﬁffmf-:
umcthu with the true fub it'mcr: dothas pe ‘*f‘uly bmhice

anc know it , whenit is feparat fd fromthe fubftance by the
Artofthe P *1111:1:1‘.

Asin the true miracles of God , wrought by the hand of
his (¢ 1-.['1]1‘.'['11: Mofes,the true and vndoubted fubflanceofs ti
ly created Suhcnz was feenewhen 1t was changed froma
rodde, by the outward propsr and inherent ﬂmpe fo as tru-
ly was an outward pourtraiture and likenefle of ‘amnmt:
{eene, in the falfemiracle of the feeming tnnﬁnuntmn of
the Sorcerers rods. Forhow could uhgion or reafon con-
demnic thofe miracles of the Diuell for illufions , ifthe liuely
refermblance ofnnﬂciﬁ dppearing 11‘3!11&“1}'\-’“1‘,0 the eye,
had not thereby made them kihowne? Foran example,or 1I-
luftration, howis aiuggling deccit knowne butby theeye?
"Ilwc ﬁr'm is (ayd tobs. deceiued therein, Therefore it doth
fee that which doth deceive, Reafon likewife CLTnTPulTng
that which was/{eene, with that whichis ot feene ; chat is,
the counterfait wi h the trie fubftance, doth proue the
counterfair the 'f"i-..lﬂ"ﬁt obieét of the ﬁght The fameeves
therefore that fawe , inthe true miracles of Aafes; the fub-
ftanceof a ‘;t:rpcnt by the true m{'epnr:lblcmheremu,mc
fawe likewife the true image andipicture of a Serpent, in thie
falfe and feeming miracles of the I:nchaunm s of Egypt.The
teftimony of tHr: prefentation of both vnto the eye, isastrue
astruth it felfe ; becatife the word of truth hath fayd it; Thace
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the Diuell is as powerfull as the moft excellent Painter, to
r-:prcfent any the moft trueand liuely likenc{le of any crea-
ture,isin reafon LE&[E,’lt‘dl ath beene allo before pmucu
Therefore a true teftimony may be truly giuen, and iuflly
acccptcd or taken of a liuely ﬂm.[\f: figure, !1L-::m={’ or pro- il
portion, really prefented b} the Art of th f:D.ur:Ujmm the
eye. All the doubt then remaining,is,to puta true difference f
between that which our imaginatio doth reprefent vato vs,
from withinthe brain,and that which we fee without by the
outward {enfc. This L].lltlfrfnf{: wil beft appeare by an exam- |
ple. Ferneliusin hls,uﬁ book, cap. 11.de Abd.rer .carf.doth it :
make mencion of aman who by the force of charms, would '
coniure into a looking glafle certaine il]il‘)CS or vifions,
which there would cither by writing, or by liuely prcid“t'ltt- - j|
ons fo perfectly expreffe and i;ttnhc whatfoeuver he did de-
maund or conn ‘n:umd viito them , t‘aﬂ.t eafily and readily it
might be diftinguifhed , and knowne by ftanders by. This
Ffmefrpf, doth report that he fawe himfelfe, VWhat fhall wee
fay hercin ? Was this Diuelifh praétice a thing doubtfull ?
Wasit not manifeft to many eves Hm::rf't}r thchn]dﬂrs :md
the iudictous view of a learned and di ifcerning fight ? It
therefore could not bea meereimagination but was a true
outward obiect, Thofe things which ate meerly inimagina.
tion (withthofe men whé difeafes depriue not “oftheir {enfe
or reafon ) are by right reafon and true fenfe, aftera fhore
time nfthmrpr-fualcncc cafily deteéted tobe mmﬁmar}r,but
thofe things which are truly, really, and cerrainely fﬂcm: re-
maiae the {ame for euer afterin their due reception ofir:n‘-:,-
with vihdoubted and vnchar nged allowance of reafon.
Henceit is,thataman in aﬂccp or dream,thogh fora (hort
{pace, hedoth oft times verily,real Iy, and vcrytcehngly (‘as
it were) thinke himfelfe inmany aétionsand employments;
yet when he awaketh from fleepy his{enfeand reafon do'tell
him hee was butina drecame, Many fick :::pmﬁns:. cewife
viually, though waking, dreame of things falfely imagine d,
but the difﬁﬂfﬂ being gone, and their (enfe and reafon thmr:-
M2 from
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84 The Tryall of witch-craft,
fromrecouered, they thenknowand laugh at the fallaciesof
theirimaginations, By thefe fhort inftances iris apparent,
that it is not a thing impofsible, but vfuall and familiar ynto
all kinde of men that want not their common wits,to diftin-
cuifh betweene thofe things which are only inimaginatis
on, and thofe which are reall and indeede. :

From hence we may then truly conclude, that againft the
a&s of Sorcery and Witch-craft manife(t to fenfe,the due te-
flimonies of vnderftanding difcreete,and iuftmen, ought to
bee no leffe equinalent then againft any other openaéts, or
crime whatfoeuer, whereof the Witch of Ewdor may ferueto
{hut vp and conclude all doubr for euer herein, for an vnan-
{werable inftance and proofe. She acknowledgeth her guile
and crime might be made manifeft vato Sas/ in chefe words;
1. Sam,28.9. Wherefore feckeft thou to take me in a {nare;
to caufe meto dye ? Saullikewife himfelfe doth grant vnto
her, the {ufficiency of his teftimony to caufc her to dye,verf.
9.in thefe words, Asthe Lordliueth, noharme (hall' come
vnto thee , for this thing : meaning; by his teftimony of her
fa&t,no harme fhould come vnto her, But here maybeobie-
&ted,that it was not his teftimony of her faét of raifing the vis
fion of Sas/, which the Witch did feare, but his tefimony of
her confefsion of her {elfe to be a Witch,by promiifing to vn-
dertake it. The contrary is manifeft by the Text, verfe 21
See,thy hand-mayd hath obeyed thy voyce, and T'haue put
my foulein thyhand, and haue obeyed the word whch thou
faydft vntome. Andthusis the doubt concerning the fuffi-
ciency of teftimonies and witnefle in cafe of Witch-craft fa-
tisfied. It now remaineth as was promifed and intended,that
we next view thatlight voto the difcouery of Witch-craft,
which artificiall comeéture , probable reafon and likely pre=
fumprion doafford, fince what {enfe and reafon haue made
manifelt is already declared,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIL

That Witches and Witch-craft may bee difconered by probable
reafon andpre| fsemption,

S from things euident to fenfe, and manifeft to rea-
{on, there iffueth a certainety of vndoubred know-
dedge : foin things that carry onely probabilitie, di-
ligence doth beget and produce verity and * truth of opini-
on. Hence it commeth to pafle,that he who truely knoweth, ¢ i
and knowingly can diftinguifh and difcerne the validitie, E;'L_EEW:;:E;[::;
ciature, difference, and right vfe of probabiiities, doth moft ex Diale&icis
feldome in his opinions miftake or erre. pronunciatis,
Hence alfo it commeth to paffe,that according to {euerall Arift.inlib.
meafures,and degrees of diligenc e,ftudy,practice, and exer- b o
cife of iudging in probabilities,men doe diuerfly difter.{fome
excelling other in the merited ftiles and attributes of fubril-
tie, Policy, Sagacity, Exquifitenes, Itistrue, that in proba-
bilitie, is no perperuall * cerrainty :notwithftanding he that * Cerrumeft,
warily and wifely weigheth it, cannot in the vncerrainty quod nunquam
thereof butfinde more certainty, then in blinde and vnlike- aliter fiat, pro-
ly cafualtie;then in rafhattempts and profecutions, voide of Efi'ulz*qif?i
counfell,or likely reafon. fiat, Cicero,
For although fometimes thofe things which feeme moft
fikely and probable,doe happen to proue falfe, yer doth na- * Probabilia
ture and reafon teach and inioyne vs rather to giue credit fant, qupro=
thereto; & experience doth manifeftthat the caufe of decep- rx‘;‘;r::‘; oo
* : . ' - nik plue
rion therein,for themoft part,doth confift in the weakenefle 1ymis, auccerte
of mans iudging thereofaright. Forin iudging of probabi= fapientibus, &
lities, are great odds, fome things onely feeme probable to 1js finon pluri.
{uch asare * wife, learned, expert, fubtill: fome vnto the Ir__‘:_'sgffr'::‘”f’“"'z
moft quuiﬁtc Iudges alone: {ome to cuery vuigar : fome to ;u:] _v{f f;ﬂ;
the choife and beft fort of Vulgars, and not vnto all ; and in ta '%.—lg-.mr,r;i;a ;
thefe differences,dath neceffarily breed much- errorand mi- Aultos
| M 3 ftaking,
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ftaking. Notwithftanding, the vertue and force of probabi-
litie it felfe, fimply doth notdeceive; or viually faile, but as it
1s diverfly and differently conceiued by men, that oft pro-
ueth falfe, whichfeemed likely, Uatem bune perbibemus op-
tim#m, (aith Cicero, qui bewe conjciet, thatis, wee auouch and
affirme that man to be the belt Prophet,or prognofticator of
iffues to come or happen, .who hath the powerand skill of
right and true coniecture, which euer confifteth in the ex-
quifite perpenfion of probable indueements,

What is among men more admired, or more worth}' to
be admircd, then this art, this skill, this power? Who doth
not know what vie, allo what benefic doth arife thereby,
both vnto the true warrant and allowance of aétion, and al-
fo vnto the maintenance, and iuftification of right opinion,
in counfels and deliberation? As in all other faculties and fci-
ences, theexcellencie and neceffitie thereof doth brightly
fhinc: fo moft apertly vnto common obferuation,, it doth
proue and manifeitit felfe inthe two feuérall profefsions of
the Logician and the Oratenr,

The Logicianinhis difcrepations and queftions, concer-
ning doubts and ambiguities, by the diligence of fubtill dif=
pute, from the light of probabilitie, retifieth the vnftable
fluctuarion of vnconftant opinion, and produceth through
mature dii’quiﬁtion, and raciocination, what is moft {afe,
moft confonant with truth, to hold, affirme, or bee pet-
{waded.

The Oratonr in his coniecturall ftate or queftions, in his
pleas of doubtfull and controuerfed facts, or rights,wheérein
oft-times probabilitie and likelihood feeme to ftand equall
and vnpartiall vnto both parts: notwithftanding by mature,
acute, and {cafonable prefling, and wrging that which-is
moft like , moft reafonable, and confonant with right, with
law and equitie, in the end doth bring into light,and difco-
uer, what is moft equall, vpright, and worthy to be credi-
ted, or refpected. What euitions of truth and right, what
conuitions of guilt and errour doe dayly iffuc fromhence,

commol
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common r:w.p::nc nce doth proune and Lf:m{mﬁ ate,
Thusmuch bricfely prc{.xr:d in generall, concerning the
seceffitie,light and rfuth of i‘*!t’]b;lbl itics yit now rermainicth
to confiderthe vicand phwm'T.Ewrmf'!i?;eu'lib, in our patti-
cular propofed {ubieét m Witch-craft, which common fenfe
doth not encly iuflifie (as in all other fubieéts)but the word
of vndoubted truth.
Almightic God,in ca! fe of Idolatrie, doth not onely 1m

J1ﬂi and F'“}‘* laime his detedtion of tha at great {inne 11:!1;.*::
but therewith doth include whatfocuer hach any probabili-
tic of refpeét, or reference thereto ; whetherin affection and
inclination,or in ceremopnic or fuperfiitious fhew. This s eui-
dent,Dent. 18,ver.9.where he ek forbiddeth his people fo
muchasto imitate, or doc after the maners of the Genules;
and afrerward par ticularizeth their making thei {onnes and
dwg.um 5 mpml thorow the fire.Likewife Les, 19.ver.27,
28. where he forbiddeth asmuch as the cutting of his peo-

les heads, or the corners of their heads round, or marring
the tufts ﬁf111c11 beards,or marking or cutting SE¢ heir flefh,
as was the manner of In’rldms and (_1::111:11:::3, in their mour-
ning and lamenting of the dead, Likewile Dest, 16, verfe
21, where hee forbiddeth fo much as the plmtmu of any
groues of trees neere his Altar, becaufe it wasthe cuftome,
inuention, manner, and refemblance of Idolaters.

Asin cafe of Idolatry, foin cale of Witch-craft, which i
likewife a kinde of Idolatry , becaufe the worfhip GFDI-
uels, Almighty God in thofe places of hely Wnr where
hee pubi ifheth and proclaimeth hishigh Glﬁ.‘.llf.‘q.-ml'ﬂ' ﬂpnwﬂ
Witches and Sorcerers, m,th that abominable finne it {elfe,
doth alfo condemne as abominable.Firft, in general all kinc 4
of (hew, of affe&tion, liking,inclination, or refpeét thereof.
Secondly, any r:.“{*’:ct'r'n:ﬁj .uﬂ*noﬂs rites , ‘ceremonies, fi-
perflitions, orgeftures from thence dcnucd or belonging
thcrcm.

The firft is manife(t, Lewst .1 9.verfe 3 r. There the Propher,
from their God Jebon, F* doth charge his people, that they do

1ot
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mot {omuch as turne toward, or decline toward Sorcerers or
South-fayers, vouchfafe to aske any queftion, or torefpeét
them:and Leuit. 20, verfe 6. hee giuethiudgement and fen-
tence of death,againft that foule that doth bur turne or look
toward them.

The fecond is likewife mantfeft, Ifaiah 8. verfe 19. where
Almightie God noteth _thc 1'L1pcr£}itiuusPr:ePings,whifpc-
rings, and mutterings of Sorcerers, and according: to thofe
gceftures, doth with reproch terme them whifperers, mutte-
rers and peepers: and Desr. 18. verfe 10.11.hee rehearfech
their mumblings, & charmings, and their fuperflitious mar-
k'mg the ﬂ:,"ﬂ‘tg of fowles X and Lewit, 19. -z,-frﬁ 26, hee no-
teth their vaine and ceremonious obferuing of times,

If then Almightic Godbe fo friét, that hee will not en-
dure or tolerate fo much asafriendly looking toward Sor-
cerers : the leaft refpeét giuenvnto them, orfo much as a de-
maund ofa queftion at their hands, anyinclination toward
them, any their ceremonies,rires or fuperflitions,yea,{o fmal
amatter s their very outward geftures; how can religions
zeale, or the duty of man toward God his Creator, eftecme
any of thefe, or the like, or the [eaft of them, leffe then fufh-
cient matter of probable doubt, prefumption, religiousica-
loufie,and {ufpicion again{t fuch men,as doe,or dare prefume
to imitate, to practice or vie them?

As the holy Seripture hath pointed out fome few geflures,
maners, and rites.of Sorcerers, for an example and light vato
allother of the fame kinde : o hath the dayly obferuations
of fucceding times added infinite more, which haue, doe,
and ftill may encreafe, multiply,and be added,and newly in-
uented, and put on new different fhapes and fafhions, accor-
ding to the fancie of the contradtors therein (‘which are the
Diuel, and man poflefled by him, in whofe powers and will,
according to the nature, qualitie 8 conditions of their con-
tra&, dependech and confifteth the variation, orinnouation
of ceremonious rites, .

For this caufe, among Authorsand records bothof elder

and
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and later times, we reade of fuch diuerfities and numbers of

fuperflitious litations, dedications, performances , and dia-
bolicall folemnities, Asthercfore wee haue manifefted (uch
“{uperftitious rites , ceremonies and geftures of Sorcerers, as
the holy Scripture hath noted and deciphered; folet vs pro-
pound fome other by after-times, and other Authors obfer-
ued.

Some haue vfed in their intention or execution of their
Diabolicall workes, or inthe way of prelufion onckinde of
*ceremonious homage , and fome another. Some do neuer
attempt nor enterprife 2 Diabolicall execution, butwich
mumblings,whifperings,and fecret founds,and words heard
grumbling in their mouthes : as Theophraftrzsin his 9. booke
of herbes and plants doth witnefle, concerning certaine Ma-
giciansin gathering Helleborus , and ﬂﬂmdmg::m : and as is
likewife vndoubtedly dilcouered, by the greatattributes
thatare by many famous Writers afciibed vnto the Caball
of the Tewes, and vnto letters, caraters,words, fillables and
fentences fuperftitioufly pronounced.

Galen writeth , that a certaine Sorcerer by vttering and
muttering butone word , immediately killed, or caufed to
dyea Serpent or Scorpion, Benisenins in his booke de Abd.
morb. canf, affirmeth, that fome kinde of people haue beene
obferued to do hurt and to {urprife othcrsﬁ’)y viing only cer-
taine facred and holy words, Itis apparant likewife,that o-
thers haue accomplifhed their diuelifh ends, by apparitions,
{hapes, ot figures, raifed or coniured into glafles ; as Fermels-
25 an eye-witnefle, in his booke de Abditver, carf doth pub-
lith, Some receiue power and vertue from the Diucll voto
their Diabolical preparations,by certaine inchaunted herbs,
or medicines which they mixe and gather, fometimes with
brafle hooks,fometimes by Moone-fhine in the night,fome-
times with their feete bare and naked , and theirbodics clo-
thed with white furplices, as Pliny reporteth, Someare re-

orted, to obtaine of the Diuell their defired ends or works,
Ey delivering vnto the Diuel bends or couenants, written
N with

*See Milter
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90 The Tryallof witch-craft,

with their owne hands. This Serres the French Chronicler
doth reporr, confefled by certaine Witches, in the raigne of
Henrythe 4. And Mr, Fox, in the life of Martin Luther, doth
make mentioh of a youngman , who deliuered a bond vnto
the Diuell, vpon certaine conditions,which bond was writ-
ten with the young mans owne bloud ; and vpon his repen-
tance,and the earneft zealous prayer of the people vnto God
v his behalfe; was redeliuered , and ‘caft intothe Chuirch in
the view and fight of the whole affembly theie and then be-
ing.  Some deriue an effeftual vertue vnto their decreed Di-
uclifh works, by hanging caraters or papers about the neck,
as Pliny veporteth.Some practife to bring their Diuelith ends
vnto iffue, by coniured images and pictures of waxe, golde,
earth, 'or othermatter,as Thomas Aquinas in his booke,de oc-
cultis Nature witnefleth,

" Holingshed,page 534.doth chronicle the exccution of cer-
raine Traitours, for confpiring the King of Englands death
by Sorcerous and Magicall pictures of waxe. The {ame au-
thor, page 1271. doth report , thatin the twentith yeare of
Quicene E11zaBETH, 2 figure-flinger (*as heetermeth
him) being fufpected asa Coniuter or Witch, fodainely dy-
g, there was found about him (befides bookes of coniura-
fion.& other Sorcerous papers or Caracters) the picture of a
man wrcught out of Tynne. Some late Writers hane obfer-
ied, that divers Witches by fuch pictures , haue caufed the
perfons thereby reprefented fecretly to languifh afd con-
fume a5 was lately proued againftfome late famous Wirtches
of Yorke-fhire and Lancaster , by the teftimonies beyond ex-
ception of witnefles,not only prefent,but Prefidents in their
tryall and arraignment, Some cxecute their hellith intenti-
ons by infernall compo fitions , drawne out of the bowels of
dead andmurthered Infants; as Todnpes Baptiff Portain his
booke dé Aagia naturali, doth froth his owne'knowledge
affirme , and thereto the Mallens Maleficardm with others
doeaffent. : :

Some pradtife alfo Sorcery by tying knots,as Saint fm{'{r?iée
LCIT ]
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teftifiech in vita Hilary , concerning a Pricit of o £ culapins
at Memphis, *Smnc practife Witch-craft b}r touching with
the hand orfingeronly, as Binisenins fayth. Somein their Wl
Sorccrous acts or coniurations, vie partchment made of the

skinne of Infants, or children borne before their time : as

Serres reporteth from the confeflion of Witches , inthe time

and raigne of Henry the fourth dete@ed. Some for the pro-

moting of their Diuelith deuvices, vie the miniftery of lining

creatures, or ot Diuels and Spirits in their *likenefle,as hifto- Perkins di(~
vies report, and Theocrarusin his Pharmacentria, {eemeth to courle g
credit, inducing there a Sorcerefle, who by the power of her E:”:ch[’ g |
bird, did drawe and force her Louer to come vato her. i

This {eemeth notimpofsiblevntoa Witch,by the multi-
tude of liuing (hapes , which the Diuellin formerages hath
vivally affumed , termed Famres, Satyres, Nymphes, and the
like, familiarly conuerfing with men, Some bring their cur-
fed Sorcery vnto their withed end , by facrificing vatothe
Diucll fome lining creatures, as Serres likewife witneflech,
from the confefsion of Witches in Henry the fourth of Erasce
deprehended 5 dmong whom, one confefled ro haue offered
vito his Diuell or Spirit a Beetle.

This {ecemeth notimprobable; by the Diabolicall litati-
ons and bloudy facrifices, not onely of other creatures , but
cucn of men, wherewithin ancient time the heathen pleafed
their gods , which were no otherthen Diuels. And rather
then the Diucll will altogether want worthip, hee is fome-
times contented to accept the parings of nailes j as Serves frd
the confefsion of certain French Witches dosh report. Some
Authors write, that fomeforts of Sorcerers are obferued to
faften vyp6 men their Magicall mifchieuous effeéts, & works,
by conueying ‘or deliuering vntothe perfons, whom they
meane to affault, meates, or drinkes, orother fuch like as
is etiident by the generally knowne power of the Magicke
cups of the inchaunted Filtra or loue draughts : and as fee-
meth iuflified by S. eAnugnfline, in his 18, bookede Cinirate
Dej;making mention/of a woman who bewitched others,by

N 2 deli-
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delfuering onely a piece of cheefe. Some of our late Coun-
crimen haue obferued, fome Witches to mifchiefe or {ur-
prife fuch as they intend malicioufly to deftroy,by obtaining
fornc patt or parcell of their garments,or any excrements be-
longing vnto them, as their hayre or the like,
cis not to be doubted that the Diuell, that old Protens,is
ableto chapge and metamorphife his rites, ceremonies, and
fuperflitions, into what new fhapesor formes are beft {uta-
ble to his pleafure and his fellow-contractors moft commo-
dious v{es, and purpofes, Concerning all the former men-
tioned, althoughitbeeexceeding difficulr; nay,an impof-
fible thing for any man to auouch euery of them true in his
owne knowledge or experience 5 yet for that fome kindes of
them wee may affuredly know and belecue from God him-
{clfe, who hathin his facred word nominated both appariti=
ons of the Diuel, as alfo,in cantations,charms,{pels & famili-
arity with Spirits; as al{o for that reafon doth demonfirate,
that there may be many more kinds, befidesthofe named of
the fame likenefle, nature abufed, and diuelifh vie; and for
that vnto otherfome, the credit , worth and merit of thofe
Writers by whom they haue been obferued and publifhed;
doth giue weighe & eftimation, ic may be approucd asanine
fallible conclufion,that wherefoeuer any of them or thelike,
being diligently enquired after, are cither really found, or in
apparence ot fhew refembling that there(with the concur-
rence of circumfances, and approued precedence ofa mani-
felt worke of Sorcery confenting ) that there, 1 fay, it ought
to be fifficient & vncontroled matter, or occafion of uft {u-
(picion & prefumption again(t the particular, in whom the
are by iuft witneffes free from exception, detected and pal-
pably known, pradtifed & excrcifed. Aswe haue mow briefs
ly recited and called to mind fome forts of fuch ceremonies,
rites, fuper(itions,manners, inftruments and geftures as are
Jnnexed voto that kinde of Sorcerie or Witch-craft which
confiftethin a&ion: So letvsalfo recite fome other forts of
ceremonics, rites, and fuperflitions, which belong vato ;ha:
ind.
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kinde of Sorcery which s con uerfant in diuinations,reuelati-
ons of things hidden,predictions, and prophecies. Diuvinati-
ons according to nature or art, as Cieera diftinguifhethin his
firlt booke de Distinatione,we doe not intend ot purpofe, but
that divinatié which the fame Author inthe fame place doth
refer into apoweraboue man , whichhee there termeth the

ower of the gods,between whomand dination,the Stoicks
raake this reciprocation, Si /i Qé;s:'um;'a, Di; fint,fi Dij fint, eff
Disinatio ; thatis, ifthere be fight dinination or prediction
ofthings to come not contained in Art or L lature, certainly
that divination is of the Gods,as rec iprocally where thereare
Gods. there s diuination, Here wee fee playnely, not oncly
the antiquity, but the direct originall of dininations,and that
they do manifeftly derive themf{elues from Idel gods, from
Infidels, from 1dolaters,

This is further cuident likewile, by the generall current
and report of :}11 hiltories,euen from the firftbeginning and
foundation of Reme by Romslus , as through all ancient
writings and writers, the frcqucnt mention DE,-‘?:‘.!LQ:{?’;', =
rgﬁom;;,ﬁxnﬁfq, and the like, doth plentifully witnefle, The
holy Scripture alfo and Word of God doth teftifie the fame,
Desnt. 18. verfe 9, 10,1 1. Where dinination by the flying of
fowles, by the obferuation of times, and the like,are recko-
ned among the abominations of the Nations, or Gentiles.

The originall then of Diuinations iffuing from Diuels (be-
caufe from falfe gods,the gods of the heathen and Idolaters )
letys for thebetter noting of theabomination it felfe , ob-
{erue and point out fome of their ceremonies, manners, and
fuperftitions alfo.

Some in old time vfed to diuine,as by theflying of fowles,
fo by viewing of lightning,by monlters, by lots,by infpecti-
on ofthe ftarres, by dreames, per monstra,iportenta, fulgnra,
fortes , Infomnia, per Affra, as Cicero teflifiech at large in
his bookes de Disinatione. Some did vic to draw their Di-
uinations out of tubs, or veflcls of water, whereinto were
caft certaine thin platcs of filuer and goldy and otherpreci=
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ous Iewels, by which the Diuels (which Infidelsignorantly
called their gods) were allured to anfwere vnto demands,
doubts, and queftions, asis by Pfel/us defcribed, and was v-
fual among the Affyrian conicctors. Some deriued their Di-
uinations from looking-glaffes , wherein the Diuell fatis-
fied vnto demands and queftious, by figures and {hapes
there appearing,

This kinde of Dinination was called xgmmdesuay eie where-
vito came very neere and was like sovemeuarrsz, Some
fetch their Diuinations by lots, taken from points, letters,
caracters figures, words, fyllables, fentences, which kinde
of diuination is diftinguifhed by the name of wneouarres,
Itwee fhould number vp euery particular kinde of {hape,
wherein Diuinarion doth (hrowde it felfe » it would proue a
long and tedious voyage,not onely through ﬁrc,w:ltcr,a}'rc,
earth, and other farre diffant and diuided parts ofthe wide
and fpacious world, but through fiues, riddles, the guts and
bowels of the dead, and many other {ecret haunts & holes,
wherein as the inuincible Labyrinths of intricate illufions,
the diuell doth fhadow and hide his fubtill infidiation of
filly deceined man,

Hee thar defireth more curioufly to reade other particu-
lars herein, Treferre him vnto Se Augultine, de natura Demo-
wsm ,and to Camerarins de Disinationsim generibus, Ttisfuffi-
cient that the cruth and poffibilitie of thefe kindes of Diuina-
tionsand the like,with their ceremonies,rites,cuflomes, and
{uperftitions; asalfo their detefted originall, end, vfe, and
abomination,is efteemed dinellifh by the Word of God,and
his moft facred voice,wherein vnder thofe kindes of Diuisa-
tion, by theflying of fowles, obferuation of times, Dewr, 18,
verfe10, 114 and vaine gazing and beholding the ftacres,
Ifuiah 47. 19.he difplayeth and iudeeth the nature and qua-
litie of all other thelike, conered by what Ryles or names fo
euer. The enumeration of any more {orts, might increafe in
number, and aduance curiofity,but can adde nothing in fub-
ftance or materiall vle,

We
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We haue {ummarily (wherein our information is fuffici-
ent compeience ) produced fome few f(orts of ceremonies,
rites, and fuperftitious geftures in both kindes, thatis,both
fuchasbelongto that kinde DFS{}I'ECL‘}F, which confifteth in
a&, and working, asalfo that which is exercifed in Diuina-
tion, prediction, and reuclation,

The gfﬁc:'all rule and reafon is the fame, and cxtendeth
it felfe equally againftboth,

Letvs then inthe conclufion thus conioyne them both to-
oether.What man is he among men {o blind,who beholding
I any man the former ceremonies, rites, prelufions, or ge-
ftures, being {ufpicious notes, markes, cognizances and
badges of Sorcerers and Witches, in either kinde, and doth
not thinke that he may with good reafon doubt the ordina-
rie mr:ﬂ}mndcncc of fruirs, and workes anfwerable there-
to? Vnto the former prefumprtion, if circumftances oftimne,
place, inflruments and meanes, fitting fiic l diuclith A&ts op-
portunitie, and the-like do= adde their force, dothnot iuft
occafion of doubt increafe? For illuliration and example,
let vs ﬁlpp@ﬁ: a perfon of 2 curicusand * inquifitiue f'iii'gwﬁ-
tion in things hidden ot inhibited, aman voide of the teare
and knowledge of God, afearcher after Sorcerers, and their
diuelifh Arts,educatcamong them, by kindred, affinity, or
ncighbmlr—lmml, with them hauving |
vnto inchoation into that Diabelicall my _
and proneto beceme a receptacie of Diuels, t.*;prci’fr:d by
his long obferued, or knowne ﬂ}'i;:g ffom or hating all oc-
cafions or places, where the name, mention, wotfhip, or
adoration of Almighty Godisinanykindevied; aman out
of whofe curfed lips hath ar any time beene heard,the * re-
nouncing of God, or voluntary profeffion of Joue & friend-
fhip vnto the Diucll (all which with horror fometimes my
owne eares did heare, in a* woman at an openaffife, bcir.g
there indited vpon fulpicion of Witch-craft.)

Letvs yet further confider in the fame man, an extraordi-
nary alienation of himfclfe, from all focietie and company

with

oenerall opportunitie
| myfterie, a man likely

o)

I

*Maft, Perkins
in lns difcourfe
of Witchcraft,
chap. n.pag.u.
*Perkins chap.
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with men (for that familiar conuerfation with Diuels, be-
vettech an hatred and deteftation both of the remembrance
of God or fight of men) likewife a frequentation or (olemne
haunting of defart " places , forfaken and vnaccuftomed of
men,the habitations of Zzm and [ ,graues and {epulchress
This feemeth, Math, 8. Luke 8. <Marke 5.in the poffefled
true. \

The poffeffed and the Witch, are both the'habitacles of
Diuels ; with this onely difference,that the Witch doth wil-
lingly entertaine him.

"His cultome of haunting tombes and fepulchers, in the
one dothmakeitprobable, and eredible in the other. Like-
wifea folitary folacing himfelfe, oraccuftomtg abroad oft,
and vfually alone, and ynaccompanied at times and houres
vnufuall and viacouth to men, as the moft darke feafons of
the mght, fitiing the darke workes, and the workemen of
the Prince of Darknes.

Let vs yet more particularly obferue this man branded
with the former note , feeming or profeffing to practice
workes aboue the power and poflibilitic of man, to threaten
or promife to performe, beyond the cuftome of men, whe-
therin generall, or toward any particular. In a diuellifh in-
tended action bent againft any particular, likewife wee may
di]igcntl}' examine any manifeft fpecinll prouocation, firft
giuen: fecondly, an apparent apprehenfion thereof expre fled
by words, geftures, or deeds : thirdly,intention ,or Fxpf&a..
tion, fucceeding the prouocation, farting out oft times, or
intimated by any raﬁm,vnnduife\d,m fodaine proiect,of head-
die and ynbridled paffion : fourthly, the opportunitie {utable
voto fuchan intended deffeigne, astime and place compe-
tent for accefle, fpeech, fight, or receiuing from, or giuing
ynto the particular, againft whom fuch diuellifh thoughts
are fet, any thing, wherein any inchanted poweror vertue is
vlually bid and conueighed,

Aftera Sorceraus deede is thus cerrainely obferued to
proceede ; wemay then further with vigilant circumfpciir;
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on view, whether onghtmay be dete&ed, iuftlyarguing his
reioycing pride,or boafting therin that ftandeth iu{%ly fufpe-
¢ted, or oughtthatmay proue or exprefle his doube, or feare
ofdifcouery, his guilty lookes , cunning euafions, fhifting,
lying,or contradi¢tory anfweres, and apologies'vnto parti-
culars vrged.

Thefe circumftancesand the like, thoughecachalone and
ﬁngie,may {eeme of no moment or weighe, yet concurring
together, or aptly confetred, they oft produce a worth from
whence dothiffue fulland complete facisfaction. Peri fimitia
[ingsla fiss pondere mouent , coacernata multum proficinnt ((aith
Cicero) thatis, euery fingle circumftance hath his weight and
vie, but confenting and concurring together, they do much
aduantage. Since then what vertue or power foeuer, circum-
{tances and pre(umptions, doe v{ually and generally ynfold
in all other fubieéts or marters whatfoeuer , the fame equal-
ly and as largely, reafon doth here difplay and offer in this of
Witch-crafc: why fhould not the like practice thereof here-
in alfo-be vrged and found, as likely and fuccesfull? I do not
commend or allow the vfuallrath , foolifh and fantafiicall
abufe of circumftances , nor theirwrefting andforging, not
the coniuration or raifing vp of their likenefle,and I'hai:-ws,
without any fubftance or truth (as is too common and vul-
gar)out of meere fancy or defet of true iudgement, without
the due manifeftation of a certaine crime firft in this kinde
afflured.

Butrwhere allthe former circumftances doe truly and re-
ally occurre, ormoft of them, or the moft materiall among t
thesn with an apparant vacétroled precedent eurdence of an
vndoubted art of Sorcery , "and are notindire&tly wrefted or
guilefully extorted, but diredtly proued,and faitly produced
and vrged ; whatman inigging his common {enfc or reafon,
canbe ignerant, what alarge {cope and faire fielde they do
yeeld tofent, to trace and chacethe moft hidden and fecret
guileof Witches whatfocuer, out of their vimoft fhifting
moft clofé couerts and fubtill concealements ?

O Idoe
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98 The Tryall of witch-craft,

1 doe not affirme circumftances and prefumptions,fimply
in themfelues fufficient to proue or condemne a Witch : but
what realonable manwill or can doubt or deny,where firfta
manifeft worke of Sorcery is with true iudgement difcerned,
and knowne certainly perpetrate : that the former circiim-
ftances and preflumptions pointing vnto a particular, doe
giue {ufficient warrant, reafon , and matter of calling that
particular into queftion,and of inioyning & vrging him vn-
to his purgation and iuftification from thofe euill apparan-
ces, whcrcb}r t'tar-::rugh the differencies, iarres, contrarieties,
and contradiions of the falfe faces and vizards offeeming
truth(becaufe identity and vnity is properly and folely found
with truth it felfe nuiolableand the fame ) guiltinefleis oft
vnabls tofinde acouertto hide it felfe, but rubbed or gal-
led vntothe quicke, doth breakeout and iffue forth in his
owne perfeftand vndeceining likenefle, It may be obiefted,
that it doth commonly fall out, and is fo oft {eene, thatthe
hearts. of Witchesare by the Diuell {o pofieffed, fo hardned
and fealed vp againft all touchy, cither of any confcience, or
the leaft fparke of the affeétions of men leftin them , that
there is no poffibility ; or hope of any preualence, by the
preffing of ‘any prefumptions or circumftances ; which
they for the moft part will anfwere with wilfulland peruerfe
filence.

Thiisis and'may be fometimes true, yetis no fufficient rea-
fon, why due proofe and tryall (hould not alwayes diligent=
ly be made herein, fince firft experienceitfelfe doth witneflc
2 manife® benefic thereby ¢ fecondly,, the like reafonable
courfe and pradtice is knowne both viuall, fruitfull, and efte-
Stuallin all other difquifitions,andinquifitions wh atfocuer:
andithirdly, the Divelthimfelfe, the'Witches and Sorcerers
great and graund Mafter, though offarre fewer words then
Witches, as feldome {peaking atall ; and abounding with
farre more {ubrtiltie and cunning ; yet is he not able by all bis
art or ¢unning, alwayes tothide his owne workes,bat by pre-
fumptions and circumftances,wife aiidvndtrﬁamlihg’:htzrts

o€
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joc oft difcerne and difcouer them, asis by dayly experi-
nce feene and teftified, and is confirmed by the proofe
vhich all holy and godly men haue euerhad thereof. And
‘0 this purpofe,and for this caule the holy Scripture doth re-
quire Gods chofen children, to {ife and trie the Spirics,whe-
ther they be of Ged or no, that is , whether they bee of his
holy Spirit, or of the euill fpirit which is the Diuell.

Although thercfore God for his owne fecretdecree, or
purpofe,do permit the Diuell fometimes to hide and fhadow
the guilt of his aflociates, Witches and Sorcerers, from the
fight or depreheufion of man, and thereby, fometimes,
fruftrate mans iuft endeuour and duty of their difcouery; yet
doth hee not totally oraltogether herein {ubieét , or captis
uate, orabridge mans power or poflibility of preualence, e«
uen againft allthe powerand force of Diuels, as oft-times
our dulleft fenfes cannot choofe but witnefle.

Could the Diuell, or their owne craft whatfoeuer, deli-
uer the Sorcerers from deftruction out of the hands of Saw/,
who iuftly deftroyed themal out of the land of Irael, 1.Sam,
18, verfe 9. or out of the hands of Jo/bua , who according to
{awe, tooke away or abolifhed all that had familiar Spirits,
and Southfayers, 2, Kings chap.23.verfe 24? The extirpati-
on of thefe Southfayers, by thofe Princes, was commended
of God, and by his Lawe commanded, Lesit. 20,27. The
fame Laweof God commaundeth, that no maubeiudged
or put to death, but by the mouth of two witnefles, from
whence ivis neceflarily colleéted, that the workes of Sorce-
ryare not alwayes hidden, but oft-times {o open, thatthey
may be manifeftly noted ; otherwile, how could they be te-
ftified, which vnto their condemnation the Lawe doth euer
prefuppofeand neceflarily commaund?

Neither is this Lawe of God any thing difcrepant from
the common equity of alllawes, or fromreafon it felfe « firft,
for that many workes of Sercery do immediately in their
firft view, manifeft themfelues to the fenfe, asis euident, by
the miraculous werkes of the Enchaunters of Egypt, pradti-
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100 The Tryall of witch-craf?,

{ed in the fight of Pharach King of Egypt, Secondly, for that

many workes arc apparent manifeltly to Reafon , in which,

though the fenfe cannotimmediately difcerne, or take no-
tice of their quality and authour ; yerby neceflary inference
and cuidence of reafon , they are certainly and demonfira-

tiucly. proued to iflue from the power & force of Spirits and

Diuels, as hath beene formerly declared, concerning both
works and alfo diuinations, prophecies, and reuclations hid-
denfré all curiofity and poflibility.of man. Thirdly,for that

circumftances and prelumptions doe with good and. likely

reafon callinto queftion, and wftly charge with fufpicion(as
hathbeen inftanced concerning the performers & practifers
of ceremonious rites, fuperftitious geftures, aCtions & man-
ners viual voto Witches & Sorcerers, Since then,as is before.
proued, Almighty God doth inioine a necefsity of teftimo-

nies, vnto all condemnations & iudgements of death what-
{ocuer,and teftimony doth alwaics neceffarily include a ma-
nifeftatio of whatfoeuer is teftified, cither to fenfe,or reafon,
or both ; it followeth as aneceflary conclufion vnto all that
hathbin fayd : that from things either manifeft to fenfe:, or
euident toreafon iffueth wholly andfol¢ly,not only the rea-
fonable and likely way of deteétion of Witches, but the very
true way by God himfelfc, inall true reafon intended and
commanded. And from this way it is, both by multitudes of
cxamples, by experience and reafon manifeft, that neither
Witches, nor the Diucl himfelfe is altogether able te hide or
defend their guile, Diligence therefore herein duely and
carefully exercifing it felfe certainely, fhall not, nor can
proue the Lawe of God vaine, nor the owne indeuour fru-
ftrate or voyde, although haply-difficulties and impedi-
ments may fometimes interrupt, as in all other cafes and af-
faires is v{uall,

Thus hath been made manifeft how Witch-craft is dif-
couerable by fenfe, and cuident by reafan; likewife,thatit is
no more infcrutable or hidden from deteétion in the inquifi-
sipn thereof, by fignes of prefumption, probable and likely

con-
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conicCture or fufpicion, then all other intricate or hidden
{ubielts, or obielts of the va derftanding whacfoeucer, For,
although prefumptions are alone not{ufficient proofe, yet
doe they yeeld matterand occafion of diligent and iudicious
inquifition, whichis the reafonable way and due method of
vpright proceeding, and the common , hopefull and war-
ranted path vnto all dete&ions, inall other cafes of doubt
and difficulty whatfocuer; wherein I{eeno caufe or reafon,
why iudicious,wary & wife prattice and proofe,weighing &
prefsing, cireumftancesinto the bone & marrow, {hould not
equally, in cafe of Witch-craft,tas in al other cafes of iudge-
ment & inquifiions(thoughnot euerbecaufe that excecdes
thenature of preflumprion) equally, Ifay, andas oft thould
not confound the guilty,and chafe and winde out asfaire an
iffue.

Certainely,ifmen would more induftrioufly excrcife their
{harper wits, exquifite fenfe, and awaked iudgements, ac-
cording vnto the former reafonable, religious,and wudicious
wayes, exempt from the burden and incumbrance of blinde
fuperflitions, traditionarie and 1maginarie inuentions and
cuftomes, no doubt, but experience would yeeld and bring
forthin{hort time, a much more rich increafe of fatisfa&ion,
and more happy dete&ion in iudiciall proceedings.

Ieis true, thatin the cafe of Witch-craft many things are
very difficult, hiddenand infolded in mifts and clouds,oucr-
fhadowing our reafon and beftvnderflanding.

Notwithflanding, why (hould men be more impatient or
deietted, that in matters of Witch-craft,many things are oft
hidden from our knowledge, and difcouery, when the fame |
darkneffe, obfcuritie, difficultic and doubtfulnes, is a thing
ordinary inmany other fubieéts befide, as neceflary vnto vs,
and concerning which; itmay be no lefle truely faid, thatin
this life of mortalitie,much moreis that which is vnknowne,
then that whichis knowne and reuealed vnto vs.

Hence is that ancient {aying of thePhilcfopher: Hoe tas-
11 [eio, quod nibil (cio, that s, E:fcw are thofe things, which
O3 ; are v
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102 The Triallof witch-craft,

are demonftratively, truely, and cerrainely knowne, that
they are nothing in comparifon of the infinite number and
muititude of fuch things, asare either onely probable;or ob-
{cure orinfcrutable.

For to deny that God hath giuen ynto mana greatmea=
fure of knowledge in many things, were not onely grofie
darknefle and blindnefTe,but greatingratitude,yea impiety.
Neucitheleffe, it were alfo as great fatuity notto {ee orac-
knowledge , that God hath mixed this knowledge with
much intricate difficultic and ambiguitic, which notwith-
{tanding he doth in his wifedome more er leffe reucale, di-
firibute and difpenfe,in feuerall meafures,vnto feuerall men,
according to their feuerall cares, ftudies , indefatigable
paincs, and more indufirious indeauour, infeckingand in-
quiring it: in defect whereof more commonly then eitherin
Gods decreed reftraint, or natures abnuence , mens defires
and labours are fo often annihilate,

=

CHAPD. XIIL

The confutation of diuers erroneous wayes, vnto the difconerie of
witches, vilgarly receined and a pprovied. :

S true religion doth truely teach the true worfhip of

Godin that true manner which he requireth,& com-

mandeth : fo fuperfition in an vnapt meafure or
manner doth offer vp & facrifice her vaine & foolifh zeale or
feare. Vnto her therefore and her {acrifice, thus doth Al-
mightie God reply; Whore quir:d thisat your hands? T hate
and abhor your Sabboths and your new Moones, lfaiab 12,
1 3. The heathen Oratour could {ay, Religio continettr cults pie
Dearnm. True religion confifteth in the holy and true wor-
fhip of God. Vnto theaduancing of the worfhip of the true
God, the extirpation of Witches and Witch-craft ( becaufe
it is the moft abominable kinde of Idolatry) isafpeciall fer-

uice
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uice, and acceprable duty vnto God,expreflely commanded
by himfelfe, Dent. 17.3,4.5.

In the performance therefore of this worfhip,asitis folely
and truely religious, tofeeke their extermination by thole
meancs, and in that manner,which Almightie God doth ap-
proue and allow : {o with mifgouerned zcale or feare, inthe
ignorance, or neglect of the rightmanner or way,incon {ide-
rately to follow vowarranted pathes thercto, is plaine Su-
perlticion,

Iulins Scaliger,in bis third booke of Poetrie, thus defcri-
beth yery liuely the nature of Superflition, Superfitiofatisfa-
cit ad notandum eum babitum,guo mesimas, aur Denm fine ra-
tione,ant ei opera attyibuimus que opera ne cogitasuit qnidem V-
guam ille, that is, this word Superftition doth ferue to fet
torth fuch an habite or difpofition of minde , wherein wee
worfhip or {o feare God, as is voide of caufe or reafon, or
voto out owne hurt or damage,we attribute vinto God,as of
God thofe workes or things, which Almightie God himlelfe
neucr thought ot intended, The word which the Greekes
vie for Supf;lﬁition |18 Muardupornz, incon[ulta ¢ abfurdadinine
potentia formido,that is,in abfurd,and ill-aduifed fearc or wor-
{hip of God, which certainelyis there, where he neither re-
quircth it, nor is true caufe or reafon cither of fuch worfhip,
orin fuch {ort or manner,

In this {pecial part therefore of the worfhip and feare of
God, namely, inthe difcouery of Witch-crafr and Sorcery,
as wee haue before laboured to finde out thofe wayes which
are lawfull, iuftifiable, and allowed : fo letvs now bricfely
difplay the folly and vanity of erreneousand blinde pathes,
pointing deceitfully thereto 3 that wee feeke not fuperfliti-
ouflyto ferue God, inour inioyned and commanded du-
ties of the difcoueries of Witches, with our owie vanities
or follics, rath inuentions ,or deuices, but inreafonable, iuft,
difcreete and religious proceeding, whichis onely and lole-
lyacceprable with God,

Inforinerages and times, haue been publifhed by diuers
- Writers,
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104 The Tryall of witch-craft,

writers, many ridiculoustraditions, herein fo vaine, and fo
farre voworthy any {erious confutation, that they fcarce de-
{erue fo much as bare mention,

Ofthis fort are the imagined profligations of the fits of
the bewitched, by beholding the face of a Prieft, by being
touched by hallowed oyntments, or liniments, by the ver-
tue of exorcifation, of incenfe,of odours, of certaine mum-
bled facred or myfticall words.

I will therefore omit thefe, as by timz it (elfe worne exo6-
lete found worthleffe, and almoft of later writers left name-
Icffe, and will onely oppofe and examine fuch later experi-
ments, as doe in our time and countrey moft preuaile in
clteeme,

e ——

CHAP. XIIIL

The cafiing of Witches into the water , Scratching , Beating,
Pinching, and drawing of blood ef writches,

ches bound into the water, and the water refufing ornot

{uffering them to {inke within her bofome or bowels, is
an infallible detec¢tion that fuch are Witches,

If this experiment be true, then muft it neceffarily {obe,
citherasa thing ordinary, oras a thing extraordinary : be-
caufe nothing can happen or fall out,thatis not limited with-
in this circuit or compafle. '

That which is ordinary, 1s naturall, as likewife that which
is naturall, is-ordinarie, Ariffotleinthe fecond of his Ethicks,
{aith of that whichis naturall, guod aliter non affiorfeit, thatis,
ordimarilyitis nototherwife,then euer the fame.Fré whence
it doth follow by good confequent, that whatfocueris ordi-
nary,muft be naturall,becaufe it keepeth the fame courfe and
order, which is the property of nature. |

For this caufe Scaliger in his booke de fwbtilitate faith, Na-

e

IT is vulgarly credited, that the cafling of fuppofed Wit-
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tura eff ovdinaria Deipotetas, that is, nature is the ordinarie
power of God, in the ordinarie courfe and gouernment of
all things.

If then this experiment in the tryall of Witches, bee as a
thing ordimary (as it is vulgarly eftcemed) it muft bee found
likewife naturall. Ifit cannot be found naturall, it cannot be
ordinarie. Thatitis not,nor cannot.be naturall,is manifeft.

Firft, for that the ordinarie nature of things{enfclefle and
voide of reafon, doth not diftinguith one perfon from an-
other, vertue from vice, a good manfrom an cuillman. This
our Sauiour him{elfe doth confirme, Marh. 5. verfe 45.God
maketh his furne to arife on the euill, and the good, ard
{endeth raine on the iuft and vniuft,

'Nay,wr:maﬂfurthcr obferue in the booke of God,and al-
forcadein thebooke of nature and common experience,that

the common'benefit of naturéd, is not onely vouchfafed voto
all wicked men indifferently, but euen vnioDiuels them-
felues, who doenot onely participatein nature the common
effence, facultics and powers, proper vato the fubftance and

nature of all other Spirits ; but alfo doe exercife thefe powers
and fpirituall forces viually vpon other inferiour natures,
fiibie(t vnto their fupernaturall nature, reach and efficacie,
as is oft fecne in their workes euen vpon the bodies& goods
ofthe blefled Saints and fonnes of God.

Hereby thenis euident, that nasure'cannot take notice,o¥
diftinguith a wicked man, no not a Diuell, and therefore
mitch leffe a Witch.

But here may be obieted, that diucrs heatbs '8 other fim-
ples, produce many firange and wondred efteéts, by an hid-
den fecret,and occult quality and property in natur:,t‘nough
there appeare no manifeft qualitie oit-times in them, by
which in reafon or prababilitie they fhouild or can bee effe-
Guall thereto, This Phyficions do dayly witneflc and prouc
true, -

Why then may there not bee likewife yeclded the

Jike hidden power, or antipatheticall vertue in the nature of
P the
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106 The Tryallof witch-craft,

the element of water, and thereby a Witch becdete@ed ; as
well without knowne caufe or reafon thereof in nature; not-
withftanding naturally the cuils or difeales both of body
and minde, are both deteéted, and cured by clementary {ub-
ftances or compofitions,in which there is no manifeft known
proportion therewith

1t is truely an{wered,that although in this fuppofed expe-
riment of the difpofition of the element of water towards
Witches, cafualtie may haply fometimes feeme to iuflificic
true; yet is not this fufficient toeuinceita thing naturall,
Thole things which are naturall, neceffarilyand euer pro-
duce their effe&, except fome manifeft or extraordinary in-
terception or impediment hinder, ol

Thus fire doth neceffarily, ordinarily, and alwayes burne
and confume any combuftible matter orfuell being added
thereto, except cither fome manifeftor extraordinary hin-
drance oppofe it. The like may be fayde of all other elements
for their natural effeés in their proper obiedts, Natural me-

dicines likewife,if rightly accommodated wich prudence,art.

and difcretion vnto theright difeafe, doe neucr faile their y-
{nall productions or effeéts,

This, Almighty God in his holy writ doth eonfirme , and
long and aged experience of many hundreths of yeares hath
{uccefliuely witneffed,wherin the ancient records of all lear-
ned Writers,haue eucr teftified innumerable medicinal herbs
and drugges, certainly and truly tobee euer.the fame. Pre-
{ent times do likewife {ee and wirnefle it, and no man doth
or can doubtit in the right proofe, Concerning any fuch na-
ture or cuftome in the element of water,in the refragation of
Witches , who was as yet euer able to writeand fully re-
folue, or proucit ordinary,-neceffary, cestaine, euer or for

. the moft part, netfaylingasisin courfe of nature moft infal-

lible and neuer doubted 2 What. former ages haue fuccef-
fiuely vouchfafed the mention of truth or certainty therein?

Hath Almighty God, atall, fomuch as approued any opini~ -
on or thought thereof? Isitnot rather to beiuftly doubred,
' that.
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that it may bee efteemed among the abominations of the
Gentiles, which Ged in his people doth deteft, Dewr, 18,
verfe 9 ¢ Doe all men in our time , or good and iuflt men a-
uouch their owne proofe in the tryall thereof 2 Or contrari-
wife, do not many wife, religious, learned and equall minds
with reafon reicét and contemne it » Dooth Law as yet
eftablifh it, or reafon proue it? How canit then be propofed
as equiualent with thofe reafonable meanes or wayes,of iuft
proceedings or tryals, which God, his diusne Lawe, hislaw
of nature, iudgement, reafon, experience, and the lawes of
men haue euer witnefled, perpetually and onely affured cer.-
taine and infallible ?

It wanteth the voiverfall teftimony of former ages and
Writers; in thisourage itisheld in iealofie with the moft
iudicious, fage, and wife : Ichathno reafonable proofe, ne
iultifiable eryal hach dared ta auouch it vpon publike record,
no lawe hath as yet, thoughtit worthy of admittance s and
the Lawe of Godis not proued to proueor approue it Ific

had beene a thing naturall, ordinary , of neceflary, or of cer-
taine operation urancr, and therein (o tuident!}? remarke=

able, it isimpofsible it hould haue efcaped authenticall ap.-
probation, or the fame notable teffimonies, which all other
tryed truths haue euer obrained. From the former premifes
therefore we conclude, that it cannot be a thing naturall,ne-
ceflary or ordinary, Ifitbeenot ordinary , then isit nor al-
wayes the (ame; if noc alwayesthe fame, then is it fome-
times fayling iﬂbmctimesfay]ing,thenisitnntinfalliblc;
if not infal'iiglc, then in no trueivdgement or juflice to bee
trufted or credited. It now remayneth to enquire, whether
being proued falfe as ordinary, itmay not be proued true as
extraordinary (for to efteeme o grantit, both is an'impofsi-
bility in hature; and-an abfurdity in'réafon.) Lervs grant,it
may be iudged and deemed extraordinary; the next danbe
then remaining is, whether beinF extraordinary or miracu-
lous, itbe of God or of the Diugll, -

' The reafon: why fome mien flippofeit fiould be of God,

' g
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is,for that the waterisan element which is vfed in Baptifme,
and therefore by the myraculous &z extraordinary power of
God, doth reicét and refufe thofe who haue renounced their
yowe and promife thereby, made vitoGod , of which{ort

are Witches.

1 this reafon be found and good , why (hould not Bread
and Wine, being elements in that Sacrament ofthe Eucha-
rift,be likewife noted and obferued to turne backe, or flye a-
way from the throates, mouthes; and teeth of Witches ? and
why, (if for the former reafon, the water beirg an elementint
the Sacrament of couenant, made with God, in the firlt ini-
tiation into the faith,, doe for that caufe refufe to receiue
Witches into her bofome, and thereby giue aninfallible
proofc ofa Witch ? ), Why, 1 fay, fhould not by the fame
reafon Bread and Wine, being elements in the Sacrament of
confirmation and growthof faith, refufe and fly-from thofe
much more, whofe faithand promife made vnto Godin ri=
per and more vnderftanding yeares , isby them renounced ?
And why for that caufe,(hould not Bread and Wine become
2< infallible markes and teflimonies vnto the detection of
Witches? If the reafonbe good in the firft, it muft neceffari-
}y be the fame in the (econd ; and if it fayle in the fecond; it
cannot be good orfound in the firft. Neitherdothitor can
it. tand with any good reafonar all, that becaufe fo fmall
part of the clement of water , .is {crapart vnto that religious
feruice in the Sacrament; therefore ; the whole element of
water, or all other waters muft thercby obraine any gencrall
common propzitic aboue the kinde or nature, | Neither isit
as yetagreed, or concluded generallyamong themoft lear=

ned,and reuerend Diuines, whether.thatfmall pare of water

which in particnlar is-fet apart or vied in the Sacrament,
doth thereby receiue any manifeft alceration at all in fub-~
(tance , cffence , nature, or quality. If then that part of
the element of water. it felfe, whichis hallowed into that
holy vfe,be not manifefted,or appatantly proucdto bether-
by indowed with any vestuegmuch leffe cgn jt communicate

any;

—
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any vertue vto other waters,which did not participate ther=

within the fame religious feruice,  Except then there may

be proued by this religions yle of water, fome more endow-

mentoffenfe or religion therein, then 1sin other elements,

why fhould it more fly froma Witch then the fire, then the

ayre, then the carth 2 Fhe fire doth warme them , theayre

fiyeth not from them, but giueth them breathing ;the earth

rofufeth not to beare them , to feede them , to bury them,

Why: then fhould the water alone runne away or flye from

them? It may bee anfwered, thatitisa miracle , whereof

thercfore there neither can nor ought reafon in nature to be

demaunded or giuen, Ificbeamiracle,itis cither a true mi-

racle, which onely and folely doth exceede the power of any

*created nature, or1safeeming miracle bythe powerof the “Nonclt creze

Diuell, working effets in refpect of mans reafon,nature,and torml (liHi |
ower fupernaturall and impofiible ; notwithfanding con- l;:::fl}‘“ iter

Ened and limited within the generall rule, reafon and power ql.irg[lf.i;n"ﬁ;,:

of vainerfall nature whichhe * cannot exceed or tranfcend, ;amch,n:ﬁmus !

being a finite creature, and no infinite Creator, Creator Deus, |

Miracles of the firftkinde, are raifing from the dead the f::i% 3-f}}'-'_T”“- ::

fonnc of the widdow of Sareptay by Elias 3. of the kings,17. 3-&:?&1:“:’?@ ;'5

the dividing the water of lorden with ‘Elias cloake, 4. of the pocett fi non ||

Kings 2. thecuring of the ficke by S, Pasls handkercher, Aét, piohibetur,

5. 19. the raifing Lazarus by our blefled Sauiour and the

Damon: Alia- | §
Lke non poteft,etfs
ey 3 . . permi1atur,
Miraclesof the fecond kinde, areall the workes of the gyermuomo.
Enchanters of o £gypts Exod. 7.which were onely divellifh! dum home po, |
fleights, eunning Simitations, counterfets, and Diabolicall teft,ambulare |

refemblances and fhadowes of the true myracles, wroughg f10n proh-
. & " beatuyr, volare

by hlmﬁghtit God, in ti:.ch‘tmd of his ferultu‘ll:ﬂd'ﬁﬁ,r. : non poteft,cth |
If thismyracle , orchis miraculons dete&ion of Witches permittatur, |

by water, be of thislater kinde, itis of the Diuell;and s not * petrLomb, I

to be efteemed or named, where the Name of God isfeared %‘E" lib.a,
it g,

or called vpon. :
For although the cunning fraude of the Diuell, abouc and:

beyond all capacitic of the weake: fenfe and ynderftanding,
Ra of
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of man, doc fo liuely oft-times caft before our eyes, the out-
ward {hape and fimilitude of the myracles of God,that man
is not able cafily to diftinguifh them, orat firft fight to puc a
true difference : yet muft men ftudioufly, and circumipe&ly
bee aduifed herein, left rathly they confound, or equall the
vileand abieét illufions of that damned creature the Djuell
(though neuer fo wonderfullin our eyes) vnto the infinite
power of the-Almighty Creator, in his true and truely crea-
ted myracles, which is an high dithonour ynto our God,and
accurled impiety. :

For this caufe, the holy Scripture hath admonifhed and
warned the weakenefle of humane vnderftanding, notto be
tranfported by fignes and wopders, nor to truft or giue cre-
dit tocucrymyracle : and our Sauiour himfelfe, AMarh. 244
verfe 24. cfmh furnifh his Difciples with carefull warnin
herein, And S, Jobn, in his Reuelation fare-telleth,thatin the
later dayes and times,the Diuell and the great Whore of Ba-

bylon, I{;all with great fignes, wonders, and myracles, fe-
duce and deceiue the laft ages, and people of the world,

For this caufe, faith Saint Augufiine, traét. 13. vpon the
Golpell of Saine lohn, Miraculss decipi non debemss, that is, he
that doth myracles, is nothing, if they bee not done in vnity
and truth, 1

Since thenmyracles are of no validity , except certainely
and truely knowne to be of God; and fince alfo it is not cafie
for eucry Spirit to/difcesne thereinlet vs duely examine and
fifc this our {uppofed and propofed myracle in the tryall 2nd
detedtion of Witches. Petrus Gregorisus Tholofanusin his § Sy
tagma ris lib. 2, cap. 12, in a tratace concerning there-
licks and Monumenis of Saints,rogether with myracles,doth
giue very honeft,found, and fubfantiall dite&jon.
~ Firfl, thatall credited myracles be found and allowed by
religious lawes and authoritie. - ' :

Secondly, that the perfons by whom they arefirft revea-
led or knowne, orby whom they ate auouched, be tefes ids-
nei, onmni exceptione maiores, that is that they be worthy: wﬂj_ b=

: neflcs
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nefles of vndoubted and vnftained creditrand worth | fice
from all iuft exception,of holy life,and vnftained conuerfar-
on. Without thefe cautions (faith he ) no myracles ought to
be efteemed, or receiued as of sruth,

How farre our vulgar tryall of Witches, by the fuppofed
miraculous indication and dete&tion of them by the water,1s
different from this carc or refpect, this equitie, religion, or
humanitic, common practice doth openly declare , when
without allowance of any law, or refpet of common  ciuili-
tie, euery priuate,raﬂm, and turbulent Peri’an, vpon his owne
furmife of a Witch, dare-barbaroufly vndertake by vnciuill
force, and lawlefle violence, to caft poorepeople bound in-
tothe water, & there deteine them, tor their owne vaine and
foolifh lufts, without {eife, or care of the thameful wron g.or
iniury, which may befall oft-timesinnocents therchy.

Though thiskinde of tryall of a Witch,might haply proue
in it felfe worthy to beallowed, yet is it not in euery priuate
perfon iuftifiable,or tolerable; or without warrant of autho-
ritie inany {ort excufable, The manner therefore of this vul-
gar tryall, muft needs with iuft and honeft mindes, vncon-
trouerfedly, and vadoubtedly, be rufticall, barbarous, and
rude, Now to returnc againc into the truth of the myracle it
felfe in this tryalls

Firft, let vs enquire'with Petrus Gregorins, what religious
lawes or authoritie haue admitted it as true,

Sccondly, what religious, reuerend, iydicious, graue, or
holy Speétators, or eye-witnefles doe auouchic. Letvs yet
farther proceede with'the fame Author; in the fore-named
Syntagma, lib. 34, cdp. 21. and’ by fome other rules, farther
examine this myracle, ifit beewell and duely auouched and
credited, concerning the being thereof, whether that being
be not abeing of the Diucl,and of his myracles Conarizs om-
wis Damonum ({aith that Author) vnwmbabergeneralem (co-
pum, operibus Dei [¢ obrycere,ei debitnm honorens fubfurari,pios ho-
minwm Animos [ibi lucri facere, ¢ avere Deo retvabere. That is;

the works of the Diucll haue ene generall{cope ; namely,to
oppele
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oppole themfelues againft the workes of God, torob God
of his honour, to draw the hearts of men from God, and to

aine them voto himfelfe. Let vs now confider the fore-na-
med miracle by theferules,

Concerning the approbation thereof by any religious
lawes or authority,] haue neuer read my felfe,nor haue heard
by others,of any authentike fuftrage from clafficall Author,
and with good realon, I may conceiue and iudge anullitie
thercin, :

Congerning any teligious,learned, and iudicious Spe&ta-
tors and auouchers of this myracle , whofe faithand credit
may be wholly frecfrom all iuft exception, it hath euer been
adifficult and hard taske to furnifh any true {ufficiencie or
competencic in this kinde,though multitudes of fivarmes of
deceiued Vulgars, continually and violently «obtrude their
phantafticall fominations, Since then as yet there doth no
manifeft law ftand vp to patrorage this myracle, and the
learncd, religious, and holy.man a%lc todifcerne and iudge,
and free from exception, is not atall, or hardly to be produ-
ced or found to auouch orcountenanceit trues itmay bee
with good reafon fufpelted, and that reafon may iuftly dif-
{wade all fodaine,rafh,or haftie credit or truft thereof, Now
let vs examine, if it were vndoubtedly to be aflumed as true,
whether being true, it be not as truly of the Dinel, And firlt
let vs confider, whether it doe not oppofe the workes of
(God, which was thefirlt dire&tion of Gregorises, Itisherein
truly conuicted , becaufe the nouelty antfﬂlppnfcd miracu-
lous force and might thereof, doth firflt v{ually and cafily in~
tife vnfetled braines, rafhly toforfake the wayes of judge-
ment and iudicious legall proceeding, which is the ordi-
nance and worke of God ; fecendly , doth imbolden ftag-
gering and vnrefolued minds prefumptuoufly without war-
rantto expet, to aske er fecke a figne or miracle, whichor-
dinarily or voneceflarily required,our blefled Sauior apertly
condemneth, Aath.16. An adulterous & vnbelecuing gene-
ration doth {eeke a figne or miracle. Andasherein it dire&-

ly
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ly oppofethagainft the decree and work of God;; fo likevwis
by giuing occafion and way, that {uppofcd miracles may be-
come vulgarly commonand erdinary, whereby the true mi-
racles and miraculous workes of God alfo may grow with
vidifcerning men oflefe efteeme, vileand of no accompr,
Nam miracula Des affiduitate viluersnt ({ayth S .o 4 ngf?j;;f}-
the miracles and miraculous works of God, being oft feene,
become of {mal or no reputation. The {econd tryall of a falfe
miracle , was the robbing of God of his duc honour and
praifc , which in this propofed miracle is partly proucd, by
making the cxtraordinary worke or vfe of miracles ordinary,
and thereby derogating fromthe power, worth and nature
of Gods true miracles (‘asis before fayd) partly, by vathank-
full vnder-valewing,omirting or relinquithing the ordmary
meanes of tryals and detections of deubtfull wuths, which
God hath madeand giueninhis good grace; ard therefore
their contempt and negleét is a manife(t robbing of God of
his due praylc and glory thercin, The third tryall of the Di-
uels property i miracles, was thefeducing of miens hearts
from God vito himfelfe, whichin aur {uppofed miracle may
be neceflarily concluded. For if the miracle it fclfe bee vpon

3
3
c

_good grounds before alleaged; rightfully deemed to bec of

the Diuell, it muft neceffarily follow, that whatloeuer c-
fteeme-or reputation is giuen thereto, is afecret {acrifice of
ignorance or fupetftition voro the Diucell, and an hidden and
couert feduétionfiom God. Andthushathbeen proued, or-
at leaft, with good rcafonalleaged : Firft, that theeryall of
Witches by water,is not naturall or according to any reafon
innature, Secondly,ifit be extraordinary and a miracle thac
it is in greater likelihood and probability a miracleof the
Diuell to infhare, thenany manifeft miracle of God to glo-
rific his name, whichisthe trucend of right miracles. Con-
cerning the otherimagined erials of Witches,as by beating,
{crarching, drawing bloud from fuppofed or fufpedted Wit-
ches, whercby itis fayd that the fits or difeafes of the be-
witched doc ceafe miraculoufly 5 aszlfo concerning the bur-
ning
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ning of bewitched cattell, whereby itis fayd, that the Witch
is miraculoufly compelled to prefent her felfe,

Thefe,and the like, I thinke it vaine 2nd needleffe, parti-
culzrly or {ingly to confute,becaufe it doth direétly appcare,
by their examinatid ,according to the former rules produced,
again(t the naturalizing of the deteGtion of Witches, by ca-
fling them into the water, that firft they are excluded out of
the number of things naturall : {fecondly,that being reputed
as miracles, they will alfo bee rather iuftly iudged miracles
of the Diuel,then of God, by the former realons which haue
ftripped the {uppofed miraculous detetion of witches by the
water, of any hopefull opinion that they can be of God.

CHAP XV.

The exploration of witches, by fupernatnrall reyelations inthe be
witched, by fignes and [ecret markes, declared by the bewitched
20 be in the body of the fufpeited iwitch, by the touch of the witch

curing the touched bewitched.

Here remain as yet other miraculous explorations of
a Witch, carrying in their firft view a far more won-

dred reprefentation then any or al the former explo-
rations, Oneis, when perfons bewitched, fhallin the time
of their (trange fits or traunces nominate or accufe a Witch,
and for a true teftimony againft him, or her, thus nominated,
{hall reucale fecret markesin hisor her body ; neuer before
{eene or knowne by any creature ; nay, the very words or
works, which the fuppofed, or thus nominated Witch {halk
be a¢ting or fpeaking in farre diftant places , eueninthe ve-
ry moment and point of time, while theyarein alting or
fpeaking; all which I hane fometimesmy felfe heard and feen
proued true, Thisis reputed a certain conuidtion of a Witch,
Another miraculous tryall of a VVitch and like voto this,
wondetfull is, Whena fuppofed VVitch required by the be~
witched,
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witched,doth touch him or her(though when vnknowne or
voperceiued by the bewitched themfelues, )yet according to
the prediction of that iflue by the bewitched, he or thecim-
mediately are deliuered from the prefent fit or agonic, thac
then was vpon him orher, which Thauealfo my felfefeene.
For the better difcouery of truth in thefe {fo wondred diffi-
culties, let vs firfl recall tominde thefe few obferuations in
our former Treatife determined and proued, Firft, that the
Diucl doth many miraculous and fupernatural things meere-
ly fimply and alone of himfelfe, for his owne ends,and with-
out the inftigation or aflociation of a Witch, This wasmade
manifeft by his conference, difputation and fpeech with
Ena after a miraculous manner, out of the body of the Ser-
pent,whenas yet neither Witch, nor Witch-craft were come
into the world, Secondly, that the Diuellis ableto obtrude
or impofe his fupernaturall or miraculous workes vpon men,
againft their knowledge, liking,will or affection,and being
vnrequired. Thisiscleere by his tranfuetion ofthe body of
our bleffed Sauiour, as alfo by his violent calting of the bo-
dies of the poffefled, amongf(tthe people mentioned in the
Gofpell. Thirdly, let vs not here forget fpecially, that heeis
able to tran{mit and fend vnto, or into men vnrequired, and
without theirdefire or affér,{ecret powers,force,knowledge,
illuminations,and fupernaturall reuclations. This was proued
by thepofleffed in the Gofpel,[who from a fecrec and hidden
reuclation and power, aboue and beyond themfclues , were
able to viter that highmyftery,as yet hiddenfrom the world,
that Jefus was the Sonne of theliving God, This could not
be knowne vato them, by their owne reafon or nariire | be-
ing aboue and beyond all reafon or nature,and by grace only
then begun to be reucaled vnro the blef{ed Difciples them-
felues. To thinke'that the poffefled could haue that know-
ledge equally with the Difciples by the fame grace,wereim-
pious derogation from their Apoftolicall priuiledge and pre-
rogatiie therein, vito whom did properly belong the firf
fruits thereofalone, :

Q 2 This
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This fupernaturall reuelation therefore was transfufed in-
to the pofiefled by the Diuell, who could not be ignorant of
the Lyon of Tuda,the mighty deftroyer of his 1f:piritu::.ll king-
dome, long before the difciples were borne, or capable of
knowledge. And thus hauing recalled thefe obferuations,
from them doe iffue thefe neceflarie inferences. Firlt, that all
{upcrnaturalladts or workes 1n men, are notto bec imputed
vnto thofe men, Secondly, that for this caufe thofe fuperna-
turall workes, are onely to be imputed vnto men which the
Diucll, according vnto contract or Coucnant which thofe
men do praétife and produce.

And for this caufe,in the inquifition of Witch-crafe,when
we haue truely firftdeteCted an aét, done by a fpirituall and
fupernaturall force(becaufe itisin ali lawes iniurious, to ac- i
cufe of any a, before it be certainely knowne the aét hath i
been committed) then,and not before, wee ought indeuour |
direétly and neceffarily to proue the contraét , confent, and |

|
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aF=&ion of the pcri"nn-ﬁﬁpc&cd, vnto, or in that {upernatu-
rall a&, that being nolefle effentiall, to detect and difcouer
the true and vadoubted Witch , then the fupernaturall aét,
being certainely apparent, doth yndoubtedly proye the Di-
uell,and his power therein,

This cquall regard, in cafe of Witch-craft, ought to bee
carefully ballanced, without: which vaine and ynftable men
fhall euer attheir luft and pleafure, vpon affections and pa M-
ons,be priviledged withimpunity,tolay vniuftimputations,
and vfe wrongfull violence and oppreflion. beyond all equi- j
tic,or reafon, .

When therefore men that are prudent, iudicious,and able
todifcerne, do firft aduifedly vpon good ground and reafon, |
adiudge afupernaturall act euidently done, or at leaft wor- s Al
thy to be fufpeced : fecondly , fhallby. juft and realonable 1
proofe, oratleaft liuely and faire prefumption., detect the
contradt, affeétion, or confentof any manin that aét, then
and not before, is the accufation inquifition,and inditement
of Witch-craft, againftany man equall and iuft,

Faou
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For fince a fupernaturall worke can bee truely and fimply
no a& of a naturall man,and is the immiediate hand & pm*.'c'r
of a Diucll(as is formerly proued)itis the mans confent,con-
ecact and couenant alone,in the act with the Diuell, thatbe-
ing dete&ted and difcouered, doth infallibly and effentially

roue him a Witchyand not the.at it felfe,

Thefe obferuations , and confiderations, firft neceffarily
prefixed, let vsnow proceed vato the two former propoun-
ded experiments of the miraculous detcétion of Witches.

Itis nccc{'ﬁtril}; true, thatit can folely procecd from afu-
pernaturall power, that the bewitched are inabled in their
traunces , tofore-tell the fequel of the {uppofed Witches
touch : likewife, that the nominated Witch.fhall according-
Iy by her touch immediately frecand difpofieffe the Sicke or
the bewitched of their agonies..

Tc is as neceffarily. truealfo, thatic can folely proccede

from a fupernaturall power, that the bewitched are able * Hereinthe
+1 their traunces to nominate the moft fecretand hidden ‘?’}"I ‘1&““1“'['
markes in the bodies of the fufpeted Witch, her preient Fm:;:g;
{peech!* and -actions in farre diftant places, and thelike, 1nhis holy
but whether thefé miraculous Reuelations; with theiy an- Prophet, who |
fiverable euents, ought to bee efteemed iuft conuidtions ¥vasable byhis |
of the perfons thus by a fupernaturall finger, pointed out i:;::;;"::'
and noted 3 as alfo whether they proccede GE T & gk e oo s
of the Diuell, is very materially to examine and con- the King fpake |
fider. . . ! inhis Privy |

Ifthey proceedefrom God, their end, their extraordinary Chf{mhfr‘_ el
neceffitie and vie, bent folely vmto the immediate {peciall 2 r::ﬁ;”“".
glory,orextraordinary olorificationof Godtherein, will c- Heherein alfo
uidengly declare, : o counterferteth |

What more extraordinary. glorification of God can bee ”}‘D'”‘“”i‘:
Pre:cnd:d in the needfulnefle of a miraculous deteétion of E;,’[T_: ;&:;?”r’ f
Witch-craft, then of any other finne committed .as immedi- nicl when l-l::.
ately againﬁ God,and withashigh anhand: Witch-craft is wasvaderthe
indeed.one kinde of horrid renunciationy and. forfaking of F1gge-tree,

. 2 )
God,burthere are many more kindsmuchmore helliththen Iohn 1,48,

g3 this»
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this {ecret and concealed defeétion : as the open curfings
wilfull blafphemings, and fpitefull railings vpon God, cuen
vnto his face, profefled hatred and contemptof God,
Among many Offendors in thefe kindes, after their owne
long prouoking continuance therein,and Almighty God his
vnipeakeable long fuffering and patience: fome few fome-
times haue beenmade hideous fpectacles and examples ynto
the reft, of the infinite power and iuflice of God, his vn-
{ufferable difpleafure, indignation and direfull reuenging
wrath. In this number was, for fome time, Nobuchodonofor,
and Pharaoh King of o £gypr, and in later times Julien the A-
poffata, and others the like. Many other as high Blafphe-
mers, and defpifers of God, notwithftanding haue been per-
mitted to cfcape any fuch miraculous punifhments, or feare~
full notorious expofings vnto the worlds view, :
Rabfbakeh railing on theliving God,in the openview and
hearing of the men of /f7ael, and Olofernes denying the God
of heauen, were not miraculoufly,or by any immediate hand-
of God {mitten, buc were {uffered to grow on, vntill their
harueft of confufion wasripe. That high degree of blafphe-
mic againft the Sonne of theliuing God, hangiag vpon the
Croffe for the finnes of mankinde, committed by the cruell
& hard-hearted Iewes,in{corning,fcoffing, and fpitefull de-
rion both of God in heauen, Math. 27.verfe 43, and alfo of
the eternall Sauiour of the world, defcended from heauen
wasnot by God then extraordinarily renenged ( as thein-
comparable greatnefle ofrhe finne might feeme'to réquire )
but wasin Almightic Gedhisiuftiudgement, fuﬁ:rei vn-
tillin the due time; their owne execrations, and curfings of
themf{elues, and their pofterity, thereby to haften and purs
chafe the effufion of that holy innocent bloud, ‘did fall vpon '
them {o heauily, that their whele Nation, People,and King
dome, became extirpate, vile, and vagabond for euer vpon
the face of the earth, Itisrecorded in the Renelation, chap.x 3,
verfe 5,6,7. concerning the Beaft, that le opened his mouth
¥ntoblafphemy‘again(tGed, his Tabernacle,and che Saints;
that
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withthe true Difconery thereof. Y19

that he fpake great rnighty blafphemies, yet power was gi-
uen vnto him to continue, and preuaile therein many yeares,
and a large {pacc of time,

By thefc few examples it is euident, that neither the height,
the nature, the quantitic, nor the qualitie of the moft abomi-
nable, or prouoking finne, moft odious ynto God and men,
doth vfually, er alwaiesdraw downe from heauen vpon it
{elfe 2 miraculous immediate hand of Gods wrath. We may
eafily inftance the like,concerning the finne of Witch-craft,
which is our particular fubicect, -

Although by the hand ofhis holy feruant Saint Pax/, Al-
mighty Ged did miraculoufly finite the Sorcerer Efymas,and
as writers report, Simion ﬂfﬂg;ﬁ,by the hand of St. Peter,mul-
ticudes of {ocieties of other Sorcerers, South-fayers among
the Caldeans,efcaped hotonely the handsof Nabachodonafer,
in his wrath ; but as it feemeth in the prophecic of Daniel,
they liued many yeares in high efteeme, fame, and renowne,
both in their owne Nation, and alfo in forreine Countreys,
yea through the world, Thereisno doubt, that . £gypt like-
wife did abound with {warmes of Sorcerers, as the holy
Scripture, and all times and writers report, Among the peo-
ple of God alfo,the Ifraelites, it is manifeft that diuers Sorce-
rers and Witches did throwd themfelues,and lwed with im-
punity;asappeareth by the Wicch of Ender,whichking Sanle
fcucritie, in their generall extirpation thorow’ the whole
kingdom, had notwithftanding paffed by,and left vnelpicd,
as alfo by that {peciall note an (?commcud ations, from Gods
owne mouthand word of Zofbua, that is, that hee had raken
away from amidde(t his people, all the Enchanters & Sorce-
rers: by whichitis Jikely and cannot be'denied,that through
the lenitie or carelefnefleof former Princes , they formerly
had long fecurely there breathed. That God doth notvfeby
myraclesto detectall, or moft Enchanters, Magicians, or
Witches,is farthermade yndoubted; becaufeit l%cu':d fol-
low then and thence neceffarily,that he bath both in the firft
agesof theworld, ordained lawes, and ordinary legall cm;r-

es




120 The Tryall of witch-craft, -

{es of procceding againftthemin vaine 5 as alfo for that hee

doth, in the holy records of his facred word, make knowne

his Decree, that they fhalbe permitted tolive and continue

vpon theface of the earth among other , and as other ynre- :
pentant finners, vntill hisfecond comming, and the laft da

of cternall doome, Rewelat.chap. 22, verf. 1. without fhalbe
Enchanters, Ifhis Iuftice and feuere iudgement (hould by

his miraculous power make {o narrow fearch amongft them,

as ordinarily to root them out,it were impoffible any one of

them fhould efcape his all-fecing reuengefull hand , to fur-

uive voto his generall decreed day of fentence,and dreadfull _
doome, ofall kinde of finnes and finners, which both in '
wuftice vnro fome, and mercy vnto other fome, his infinite
goodnes and wifedome hath decreed, thall not be fruftrate,
Although therefore Almighty God doth fometimes firetch _
forth his mighty hand miraculoufly to finite, or bring into I
light fome horrid finnes and finners, lis extraordinarie i
power therein fometimes onely extended,at his owne good |
will & pleafure,dothnetiuflific the prefumptunos expedtati- !
on of the difpenfation thereofin any particular, God who s

the God of order,and not of contufion, doth not ordinarily

difpenfe his extraordinary workes, nor viually confound in- 1
differently, fo different natures in their end and vfe, and his

own decree. Nature it {elfe doth alfo teach an impoffibilitie |
that which is extraerdinary,to becomorbe expected ordin- i.
rie, Inthat way which is ordinarie, the induftruous, the dili-

gent, the prouident man therefore doth with carefull perfe-

uerance vprightly walke, The flothfull; onely the intem=

perate, theimprouidentman,either by folly orignorance lo-

feth, or by idle flothforgetteth , or omitteth, hisordinarie l
way or opportunitie, and ridiculoufly hopeth or trufteth va-
to the redemption thercof, by extraordinarie contingents or
auents, .

Thasit hath appeared, thatinregard ofany more{peciall
or extraordinaric glorification of God | in the detection of
Witches, rather then of other as great and as'abominable

.ﬁ.[l-:

K e
g e iy i

S —————

[ | I}
:

= S
e e e
.

e

- 4 A -l.-
=

_,,..

.

o i -




with the true Difcouerie thereof- 1271

finners, there is no needfull or neceflary vfe of myracles,
. Thefecond confideration was, whether they are not ra-
ther ofthe Diuell, thenof Ged ; asalfo, how they may bee
any iuft conuictions of the fuppofed or fufpetted guilty.
Wee willfirft herein examine the touch of the fuppofed
Witch,immediatly commanding the ceffation of the fuppo-
{ed fits of the bewitched. That thisis a falfe or Diabolicall
myracle and not of God, may be iuftly doubred,

Firft, becaufe the holy and bleffed power of working my-
racles (among which, thehealing the Sicke or the pofieffed
was not theleaft) was neuer of God difpenfed, to haunt or
follow the touch of wicked men,or Sorcerers or Witches,

Secondly, for that the true myracles of God (which were
euer difpenfed,cither for the common good of his Church,or
the declaration of his glorious truth, orfor the extraordina-
ric punifhment and deltruétion of euill men)did neuer ob-
fcurely, or indireétly, proue themfelues or their ends, bucin -
their manifeftation were inabled to ouer-fhine clecrely, all
the fogges and mifts of doubt or queftion,

. The contrary hereunto in this our fufpeted myracle is ma-
nifelt,wherein is ridiculoufly imagined, that the bleffed gift
and vertue of healing the ficke, defcended from God aboue,
may be reputed in the hands of a Witch :a figne or teftimo-
nie of his or her guilc and impiety,which euer hath been,and
isin it felfe a fpeciall grace and fauout of God, and was cuer
vied rather as 2 confirmation of the truth of Gods Minifters
and {eruants. Letvs now cofider how this miraculous touch
and the efficacie_thereof, may bee any juft conuiltion of a
witch, Noman can doubt that the vertue wherewith this
touch was indued,was {upernaturall. Ific bee fupernaturall,
how can man,viito whom nothing fimply is poffible. that is
not naturall,beiuftly reputed any poore Agentiherein? Ifhe
cannotbee eflecmed in himfelfe any pofiibic or tine Agent,
then it remaineth, that he canonely beintercfled thercin, as
an acceffary in.confent ; as a Selicitor lor Sertant vnto 'a {u-
periour,power.If that fuperiour power(zs is before preved in
the falichood of his myracle) be the Diucl; theleaft realona-
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ble doubt remaining whether the Diuel alone, or withthe
confent or contract of the fufpeéted perfon hathproduced
that wonderfull effect : with what Religion or reafon can a=
ny man rather encline to credit the Diuels information in the
mouth of the bewitched ( who isthe common accufer of
God tomen, andof mento God ) then in requifite pittie,
picticand humane refpect varo his owne kinde to tender the
weakenes of fraile man,againft the fubtilty of the deccitfull
Diuel.  Shall manwith man find lefle fauour, then the Di-
uell with man againftman ? That the Deuill isable by the
permiffion of Ged, to annex or hang this myracle vpon this
or that particular, is manifef},by the poffeffed in the Gofpel;
vpon whom and their naturall a&tions and motions, he caft
fupernaturall confequences or concomitances.. 'Was not
their fpeech attended with {upernaturall reuelation, theis
hands with fupernaturall force, to rend and teare in pieces
iron chaines and bonds? If the Diuell be able to transfufe,
or caft thefe miraculous concomitances or confequences a-
lone, and without allowance of any man or perfon where
God doth permit ; howisitin any equity orreafon iufl, that
thefe impofitions of the Diucll fhould be imputed vnto any

man ? God forbid, that the Diucls fignes & wonders,nay his -

truths thould become any legallallegations or enidences in
lawe. Wemay thercfore conclude it vniuft;that the forena-

med miraculous effect by the Diuell wrought & imputed by - -

the bewitched, fhould be efteemed a fianc or infallible mark
againft any man, as therfore conuin ceda Witch, for that the

Diuel and the bewitched haue fo deciphered him.Thefe like -
miraculous ftratagems may be exercifed vpon any man, or

vnto any mans actions may be deceitfully or fraudulently by
the Diuell conioined or apted, Thisitherefore dothnot in-
fer any mans guilt therein, Tt oughtbe a mans ewne proper

contralt therein with the Diuel neceffarily and direétly pro= -
ued ,that fhalliuftly condemne him, This contraét may bee -

and s plainly detedted, by fifting and confidering,that mans
voluntarily affifting or promoting; promifing, or vnderta-

king {uch fupernatural works, with anfwerable performance-
thereof,
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thereof , as hath been faid, concerning the miraculous con-
fequence of the touch of a fufpeéted Witch; {o may be de-
termined concerning the fupernaturall reuclations of fecret
markes or fignes in her body, according vnto the prediction
of the bewitched,as alfo of the difcoucry of the prefent acti-
ons,geftures, and {peeches of fuppofed witches in farre di-
ftant places. Diuers examples I my felfc haue feene in thefe
kinds: Imuft neceflarily acknowledge a more then naturall
power therein , becaufe farre beyond the nature, reafon, or
power of man. Butthere is notwithftanding fufficient mat-
ter of doubt, whether fuch reuelations, fecret fignes, and
marks, thoughfoundin the named perfons or parts truc, s
alfo the right pourtraitures and fhapes of the fuppofed or ac-
cufed Witches,though neuer of the bewitched before feene,
and yetby the bewitched truly deferibed ; there is,] fay,not=
withftanding, fufficient mateer of doube, whether they arc
not very infufficient tocharge or accufe any particular thus
pointed outor marked. The Lawe and exprefle commande-
ment of God doth allow of no reuelation from any other

Spirit,but from himfelf,7/#.8,19. Whether thefe reuelations

arc immediately of God,if their due examination by the rule

of his Word “do notclearely determine , rathor hafty per- *gorin A=
turbation or paffion ought not prefumeit. Thelaws of men 3 apt1a A=
al{o admit ne {upernatural illuminations or reuelations,as 2- you1a.

ny grounds of iuft tryals or decifions of right or truth, It Quicquid nen |
followeth therefore neceffarily, ' that theyare voyde, and congruit cum |/f
ought to be of no force or credit in vprightiudgement with lf{f“*?“mt"m

iuft and righteous men. It may bee obieéted, thattruthis ©

found in thefe reuelations,and truth oucht bee of regard, Tt
may hereto againe bee replied, that a]tEm:gh truth inic felfe
be great, and ought and will preuaile; yet in the abufe, euill
vie,or corrupted, or depraucd end thereof, it ought not de-
ceiue noris of force. The Diuell, as all other cunning lyers
and deceivers and imitators of that his art, vfually mixe
truths with lyes., thacthofe eruths giving credit vatolyes,
men may beleeue both and fo bee deceiued. Tt was cuer the
oncly fafe way of lying, toface & guard it with fome plan-
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fibie rruths, In the former reuclations therefore, reprefenta- i
tions & true defcriptions in the bewitched, of perfons of fe-
eret markes and (ignes, of fpeeches,geftures, and the like,al- 1’
though the Diuel be fofid true,or {peaking truth, yet may he

notwichiftanding haply be therein alfo alyer,whilé truly des
{cribing theirpetfons, thapes,marks,manners and geftures,
fpeeches & the like, he falfely and lyinglyaddcth thereby a
feeming or decciving neceffity of theirguilt; asif therein or {
thereby neceffarily inferred. Wee may boldly yetfurcher af-
firm, that ifit were poffible for the Diucl to {peak the truth,
truly, wholly, ynpartially ; {o as it might 2ppeare plaine eul-
dent,manifeft, yet enght wee not from him belceue it or re-
ceiue it, Thisis in our bleffed Savior made vndoubred,who
in the Gofpel oft rebuked Him euen{peaking truth;as'alio in
S.Pasl rebuking the Pythonifle, truly affirming, & acknow=
ledging him'the feruant & Minifter of God. If the diuel then
fpeaking truth,may not be allowed or credited;how fhal re- }
uelations,miracles or oracles proceeding fré him,be they ne- |
verfo true, orapproued with any {héw of true Religion ox ‘
reafon; become any iuft probations orallegations in lawe;e-
quity oriuflice ? Irmay bee obiected, thatmany times men
haue bin by dreams & vifionsadmonifhed of fecrerand con= |
cealed hideons murders; & other euil facts comiteed priuily, '
whercby the Malefactors and thieir guilehaue bin admirably
produced ynto due punifhment, This truth is euen by Hea-
thén Authors witnefled, & inour time the like hath hapned, |
and is teftified by witne(les; whofc faith & creditis free from . |
al exception.Although this be rued cannot be denied, fom
reafons notwithftanding do perfwade thdtitis more fafeta , |
incline,to fufpeét that thefelike vifions or dreamsarerather
of the Diuell; then rafkly todetermine ordecree that they .
are immediately of God, Firft, forthat though haply they
might be fomctimesfo gramted,yet ought we not too {wifi-
ly or {odainly {o beleeue, for thar by theiliuely counterfait of
the true vifions, dreams and reitelations of Gad, the Diuell
hath eucr viually practifed to be takepand eftcemed 2s God:
she allowance wheteof bymen is:bigh blafphemy a -*.ih:;ifi
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God, and ignorant and occult adoration of Diucls,
Secondly,for thatno vifions,ereames, or reuclations, ought
to be cffeemed of God,originally or immediately, which do
refpeétor anfwere curiofitic of knowlcdge or defire, as molt
of the forementioned kindes viually are wont, Thirdly, for
that the vifions of Godjas they are ener bent into an extraor-
dinary divine end,and an vniverfal good,fo are they euer dil-
penfi:ﬂ by the miniftery of men,who haue manifelt commif~
fion, or watrrant from God, cither mediate , orimmediate.
The mediateis proued by the manife{tation of the meanes :
the immediate,by the euident reflexion ofa manifeft dinini-
ty,in the power and authority thereof . Forasitis faid of the
word of God ; Heb.g werfe 12. fo muft it neceflarily be cons-
cluded of all the true myracles,vifions,or revelations of God,
that they are hucly, and mighty in operation,

This is feene in the miracles wrought by Adofes,which the
Sorcerers.themiclues could notdeny to be the finger of Ged,
Gen. 8. verfe 19. Thisis likewile feene in Simen Magns , who
could not but ack nowledgethe miraculous p owerofthe ho=
ly Ghoft, by thelaying on ofthe Apoftles hands, fofar forth
<hat inthe confideratton ofhis owne guile, & ofa conuincing

ower or deitie therein, he defired them to pray for him.
The {fame is allo witneiled in the feruants of the high®Prie (s
who being fent with wicked malices and curfed preiudice to
intrap and betray our Sauiour,were by the miraculonspewer
of his word and works compelled to proclaime and confeffes
No man eser [pake like this man, All thefe notes or matkes,
ofthe true vifions, dreames, or reuelations of God,are euer
generally,or for the moft part wanting in the forementioned
kindes, which being neuer free from fome fufpizious note of
odlyicalou ie, therfore ought not but with much doubt and
difficulticbe avany time admitted, Tt may beeas yet further
obiected, How canit otherwile bee deemed, thenthat God
himf{elfe is the Author of the former reuelations, fince they
tend vnto his gloryin the deteéting and punithing of {ohi-
Jdeous finnes? Jtis hereto anfwered ; that Almighty God is
abletovfe and command euill inftruments ynto good ends.
R g He
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126 The Tryaii of witch-craft,
He hath ordained the Diucll himfelfe to be the common aes
cufer of all finnesand finners, It istherefore no inconueniv
ence nor repugnant vnto religion or reafon,to affirme,chat
the Diuel hinifelfe,in the fore-mentioned vifions or dreames,
b_i,_r the commandement or permiffion of God,is the producer
of the fore-mentioned murders, euil fa &ts,vatolight & judgc-
ment, God for his owne glory permitceth the Divel by thefe
his wonderfull reuelations, to deteét the named finnes and
finners. The Diucll alfo for hisowneend, and defire of their
deftruction, doth execute the Dectee of God fortheir wft
punifhment,

But here may be obieéted againe,that the Diucllin his re-
uclations (as is before mentioned) is nottobee belceued or
credited, alchough he (pake truch, How then may menbeal-
lowed, to admit or make v{e of'thefe his vifions or dreames
in this kinde,

Itisherero replyed, Almightie God himfelfe doth both
permitand heare the Diuell when hee accufeth,as is manifeft
by holy Scriptures. Therefore among men, and by men alfo,
his accufations may be heard and confidered. Nctwithflan—
ding, fince hee is .oft a falfe Accufer, and the enemy of God
and truth,he may notbe credited in himfelfe, no nor truth it
{elfe fimply as 1n his mouth, Vpon his accufation therefore,
if truch and certainey doe declareit felfe, the force and ver-
tue thereof, and not the accufation doth conduétvprighe
men and mindes, vnto proceeding and iudgement; it is not
the Diucls aecufation,but the truthit felfe,vnte which haply
that accufation did point inquifition, that by it {elfe made
manife(t, istherefore credited,

And thus with breuity hath the vanity both of all fuperflia
tions, and alfo of all miraculous wayes of the deteétion of
Witches and Witch-craft, been in fomefew of their parricu-
lars gencrally vomasked. There are, and may be many more
befides thefe, which in thefe,and with thefe will likewife pe-
rifh and vanifh,being by the fame rule aud reafon compelled
ynto the golden tryall of fincere religion and affe&ion.

The fole tiue and warranted way, wherein vprightly men

may
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mav walke herein before God and men, hath beene in this
Treatife formerly difquired and difcourfed. Therein (intelli-
gent Reader) thou maift obferue o forts of mamfelt Wit-
ches : The one is offered vnto the outward fenfe, in hisappa-
rent and palpable Sorcerous workes : The otheris made cui-
dent by plaine demonf{iration out of the facred word of truth.
Ithaﬂacnerpreuuﬂfdwdthawﬁgarcuﬁtnnﬂ{bccanﬂ:nnnltbn-
fible of the moft grofle harmes more open to fenfe) to caft
chiefely,or for the moft part, the eye and common icaloufie
vpon the firft kinde., The other kinde (becaufe viually left no-
ted'of fenfe, and thercfore efteemed leaft harmefull to men)
is both in the iuft protra&ion or produétion thereof vnto the
barre of Iuftice much more rare and feldome,& alfo in com-
swon and vulgar obferuation s little or not atall confidered,

Hence it proceedeth that molt men do doubtfully refolue
thereof; Yea, fome men admire a worth therein, others e-
teeme it of reafonable and commendable vle,vnro the fatis-
fadtion of their curiofities, in things {ecretand hidden from
the knowledge of man,

But fince Almighty God hathmore fpecially (‘as isin the
former Treatife proued Jboth giuen moft certaine and plaine
indication, and information of thiskinde, by the exprefled
fruits thereof, and the neceflaryinference of familiarity and
confultation with other Spirits then himf{elfe, Ifaiah 8, verfe
19.2nd hath alfofooftin fo diuers places jterated the gre..
abomination,and his high deteftation thereof it is not onzly
the {fauing duety ofall private mento take morediligenta. d
warie notice thereof,thereby to efchew and flye from ir, ac-
cording vnte Gods expreflc charge and command ; but “tis
the charge of Princes & Magiftrates alfo,ro fulfill therby b
commanded execution of Gods holy wrath and vengeauce.
vpon igyfor which pleafing feruice and {acrifice vito him:Al=
mighty God hath vpon theeuerlafting records of hishoiy
word fixed for ever the fo memorable praife,8 ¢omendation
of thofe famous Princes,who haue dedicated themf{elues vn-
tohis will therein, Asit hath been declared by whatmeane®

Witchesand Sorcerers,in two kindes {cuerally may be mani-
fettiy




Wk T The T ryall of witch-crafs,
: feltly charged chalienged, and prouned as certaine and ynd!
doubted Ofier ‘ors: {oalfo how farre prefumption; proba-.

bilities, “or.  ater of suft,fufpitien in both may blame=
lefly guide,and conduct vpright and equall inquifition, hath

been Datefely inftanced. Fromallwhich it is euiden » firft,

that God i1 nature hath nor fhut vp inthis {ubiet,the com=
mon entranceand doore of indging, trying or deciding ase-
qually,asin other cafes. ¢ ﬂ:e.“,:a-'.qdly, that befide and beyond
that way, which Godhath lefropen varo fenfible andireafo=
nable progrefle, hercinit muft neceffarily bee prepofterous

prelumprion to breake outor cuer-reach; asalfo in 1 cadeof .

that plaine approued and authentike walke for the tryalls of
truth the iud gement & condemnation of others, and thee-

tablifbment ofimens owne thoughts, and mindes, to {ecke

srreligious footing , in the Labyrinth of amazing wonder-;

ments and reafonlefletradicions and cxperiments, To walke
1 thiete wayes,is no better then to runne away from God,in
whem to truftthough with fome reRraint , and'coertion of
our longing vaine defires, and {atisfactions, is truly far more

happy thenrout of thecondud of his allowance, therein ton

oy the fullefl meafure or cuerflow of all the moft c:-bﬁ:':qui_.

ous influencies of humanebliffe, If true teligion and pietie.

could fertlethis confideration, the common FﬂIIyofinirgo.f.-
derned pethlapeinordinate and intemperate expatiations in

¢ kinde,would not only in private menmore vﬁlalljr'bluﬂi :
afid e alhamed, buca more euen, Rraight;and vninterrupted:

wy,being piepared therby vatoiuftice, would viually brinng’
forith amiich morshappy iffue, then now is ordinary, Thus:
jarre theloue of truth. which I haueeuer ca reFuII}r {'qugh_r__gp;i--
finned, bath offered violence vato:my priunt;‘:hqﬁ‘g_};ﬁﬁgd

miedizations expoling thévito the hazart_l-ofpubii-k’:yiew,

SR my:labouris notloft vato my felfe; ir}'d'fnjﬁwne B0
fanirmed Hnsfaion chere by:{oif chere be thefin any good'
warothecommon gcrtd, I know, gnod men will norfor tht

shorne refulethe fruie for defectof elezance in ftile;orobley
tityoiworthin the Author, quarrell with themateeri tfelfe.

oy L T

[ 5
&

-

i, i Sl Wl

— R e |

i i Rk



















e i




