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the Justices of the Peace of the County of Derby,
assembled at their General Quarter Sessions of the
Peace at Derby, on the 9th day of April, 1861.

The additional Works referred to in our last Report and then
rogress, have been satisfactorily completed. This necessary

rgement of the Asylum has provided accommodation for 63
tional Patients.

The terms of high cemmendation in which the Commis-

in Lunacy, and also all the Foreign Medical Visitors,
of this Asylum, render it unnecessary for us to do more
4 express our entire concurrence in the well-merited praises

@wed upon the Institution.

H. SEYMOUR BLANE,

Chairman.







TO THE COMMITTEE OF VISITORS OF THE
DERBY COUNTY ASYLUM.

i

ENTLEMEN,—

I beg to submit the following statement of the
ssions, discharges, and deaths of Patients occwrring at the
jom during the year 1860.

Fifty-cight Men and thirty-two Women have been admitted,
oy large proportion of whom were in a feeble state of bodily
h; thus, nineteen cases were more or less paralysed, six
epileptic ; three had been idiotic from birth, two were worn
iy old age and sickness; one was deaf and dumb; and one
Int was in such a state of exhaustion as to die on the second
fter admission, and another, so much so, as to die on the
day—having been sustained in life thus long by stimulants,
siduous nursing. Thus, of thirty-three cases, or one-third
admissions, it could safely be predicted, at the time they
received into the Hospital, that they could not recover;
f the remaining two-thirds many had been insane for long
I have so frequently referred to the evils of delay in
ng Patients to the Asylum, that I now leave these melan-
facts to make their own impression upon the public mind.

T'wenty-eight Men and fourteen Women, or 46 per cent.
the admissions, have been discharged, Cured; and eight
and two Women have been discharged, Improved.

%

[wo convalescent Patients escaped, and were concealed by
reputed friends, until a fortnight had passed away, and thus

B

Admissions.

Cures.



Escapes,
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obtained their freedom; the Lunacy Act requiring that at
expiration of a fortnight new Certificates, testifying to
Insanity of the Patient, be obtained, before he can be re-admi
into the Asylum. One of these cases, at the end of the fortni
when he made his appearance, was properly taken by his p¢
officer to a Medical man, who did not feel justified in certif
that the Patient was then Insane. The other case, nots
standing an energetic search for the previous fortnight omni
part of the Asylum Attendants, was permitted by his rela)
and others to be at large. In an exacerbation of his malady, ¢
weeks after he had quitted the Asylum, the poor fellow destr
himself.

In order to facilitate his cure a large amount of freedoq
given to a convalescent Patient; and it is, therefore, not a .
cult task for him to esecape from the Asylum, should he:
disposed to do so. It would frequently occur, were it not:
moral ties induce him to remain. When an exception sp:
up, when impatience, or any other cause, prompts the
Lunatic to forget his obligations, to break his parole,
escape from his guardians, it is much to be regretted tha
one should consider it a friendly act to conceal him fro
Attendants who go in pursuit of him. In the case above r
to, the Patient distinctly stated to persons who saw him
his escape, that he had been kindly treated at the As;
Such concealments, by increasing the cost of search, in
great expense upon a Charitable Institution, is a great w
the Patient himself, and injurions to society at large. It si
not be forgotten, that no person has a pecuniary interest i
detention of a Patient in a County Lunatic Asylum, a
discharge is certain to be given to him as soon as his
health is firmly established.

Eleven Men and Seventecen Women have died, ma



¢f

of twenty-eight, out of three hundred and sixty-nine
its who have been under treatment, being something under
per cent. The mortality, therefore, has not been very high,
igh, as has been shown above, two Patients were nearly
und at the time of their admission.

oroner's Inquests have been held upon four cases—one on
erson of an aged woman, who fell down, accidentally, and so
red her thigh as to cause death in a few days; two on cases
ht to the Asylum much bruised, and dying in a few days
ards—in each of these two cases a verdict of * Died from
causes” was justly returned. The fourth case was upon a
Voman who committed Suicide. This ease was fully reported
Visitors, at the time of its occurrence, and was investigated
» Commissioners in Lunacy at their visit on fthe 8th of
st, who left the following record respecting it: * The mode
h the act was committed was very peculiar, and from the
pations which have been afforded us, we do not think any
attaches to the persons who had charge of the Patient.”
iseases from which the Patients have died, have been
7, Softening of the Brain, General Paralysis, Epilepsy, and
pmary Consumption.

#lany Patients now in the Asylum are suffering from organic
es of the Drain and Spinal Cord, and the deaths from these
gons will be numerous next year,

gmployment has been carried out during the past year so far
% been consistent with the health of the Patients ; but the

er of aged, feeble, or paralysed Patients is now so large, that
nount of work achieved on the Farm and Garden is less than
pfore. Amusements and Instruction have been liberally

mber, December, January, February, and March in each

Deaths.

Employment,
and

ed. Every Thursday evening throughout the Months of Amusements.



General
Results.
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year is devoted to an Entertainment of a mixed character, ¢
sisting of select Readings, Lectures, the Exhibition of the M:
Lantern, Draughts, Music, Songs, and Dancing, so that
taste of each Patient may, as far as possible, be gratified. .
I have to express my cordial thanks to Mr. Williams, ne
Wyke House, to Mr. Braddon, to Mr. Turpie of Derby,
to Mr. Pigott of Findern, for contributing to the instructi
the Inmates by Reading or by Songs; and also to Mr. C
of Derby, for kindly supplying gratuitously some excellent sce:
for an amateur dramatic performance, which greatly amuse
Patients. The Christmas Eve Entertainment, always deli
was much enhanced in merriment by the clever performan
the laughable farce of “ Box and Cox,” by two gentlemen,
by one of the nurses of the Institution.

The General Results of the past year are as follows :— .

Number of Patients in the Asylum on the first
Ofmeuﬂl‘}r’ 18{50 w0 LY LR LA L L

Admitted during the year ... .. we e o
Discharged Cured
Improred ol S L T

Tscaped when Convaleseent
Died - LR LR

Remaining in the Asylumon December 81,1860... 145

The proposed enlargement of the Asylum, which pr
for fifty additional beds, has been completed, and the roo
now occupied. It forms a most valuable addition to the As
for while meeting an urgent want it also adds materially |
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itectural completeness of the building. There is now accom-
ition for thirty additional Male Patients, and thirty-three
ale Patients, an accommodation which will be much required,
each passing year leaves behind it a large number of
ints, who, although Inewrable, require the resources of an
ital not only to preserve Society from the consequences of
morbid impulses, but also that the unfortunate sufferers
themselves be preserved from eruelty and wrong. The
per of incurable Pauper Lunatics is increasing so largely that
proper disposal is becoming an embarrassing question.
ims of large dimensions are being further enlarged, and
ional Asylums are being built in almost every county.
evil will continue to progress until parsimonious Boards
recognise the oft-repeated truth, that the surest economy in
ors of Lumnacy is to place the sufferer at once under appro-
5 treatment ; and, when he is restored, to guard against his
E& by treating him generously during the first few weeks

e ig called upon to grapple with the difficulties of life. It

1 be found that a present sacrifice of a few shillings would
llowed by the saving of many pounds, and that simple
ence to the Christian law of charity would be the wisest
jure of parochial finance.

T'he Asylum was visited by the Commissioners in Lunacy,
1e eighth of August, who, after spending many hours in
tely inspecting the arrangements of the Institution, left the
ing record :—* We have the satisfaction of reporting that
titution continues to maintain its high position for good
areful management, and the Patients evidently receive the
ttention.”

t only remains for me to state, that the officers and servants
Institution are entitled to my thanks for their services
the past year; and that, I desire to express my gratitude

Additional
Accommao-
dation.

Commis-
sioners’
Report.
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to the Committee of Visitors for their benevolent labours, and {
the support which they have always afforded, to

Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
JOHN HITCHMAN, M.Dj§

January, 1861.
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ARTICLES MADE BY THE FEMALEIPATIENTS,

Between the 1st of January and the 31st of December, 1860.
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ORDINARY DIET.
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DERBY COUNTY ASYLUM.

Aberage Tleckly Cost

oF

MAINTENANCE, MEDICINE, CLOTHING, AND
CARE OF PATIENTS,

DvRine THE YEAR ENDING DEC, 31, 1860,

d_ g
Provisions oF
Clothing 7}

Salaries and Wages

Necessaries, Fuel, Light, and Wushmg

Surgery and Dispensary

Wine, Spirits, and Porter

Furniture and Bedding

Garden and Farm SR

Miscellaneous, viz.—Rates and Taxes
Periodicals, Printing, Stamps, Sta-
tionery, Gs.rnage of Goods and In-

0%
2}
5%
0%

(e T T e [ O e O o AT e S o 1
[T — T — I — T I . BT
=)

ENTRECE oo i Cees i cobdabere vl
D 9. WE

Less Receipts from Sales ... ... ... 0 0 13
0 9 53

Average Daily N r of Patients, 286.
V‘L'LL ﬂl!:"" \,
2 R
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