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roll was (in January), 554, and the lowest (in July), 509.
Though it was found necessary, from want of accommo-
dation, and other causes stated in the last Report, to
limit admission in the case of Parochial Patients to those
belonging to subseribing Parishes, or to Parishes situated
within the six Counties indicated as the Western District
in the Bill introduced by the Lord Advocate, the number
received was equal to the preceding year, being on an
average one each day. The Patients of the higher ranks
have been as numerous as hitherto, and among this class
of Patients the proportion of cures has considerably in-
creased.

It is gratifying to the Directors that, as anticipated in
their former Reports, as well as in those of the Physician
thereto appended, the cases admitted this year have been
of a more favourable nature. When the Poor-Law for
Scotland came into operation, there was a certainty that
many incurable cases would be transmitted to the Asylums
of their respective districts; and, accordingly, this Asy-
lum for a considerable period received a number of cases,
which, though incurable, were fit and proper objects for
treatment in a lunatic hospital. As will be observed on
referring to previous Reports, the Directors were pre-
pared for an augmentation of the number of the incurable.
Judging from former experience of the difficulties placed
in the way by Parochial Boards, to the admission of In-
sane Patients into the Asylum, they expected that many
years would elapse before the incurables of the district
would be thoroughly provided for. It is, however, a
satisfaction to them to be able to state, that from all they
can learn, the incurable Lunatics of the Distriet have
already been cared for by the proper Authorities; and
that, deducting the incurable cases now under manage-
ment, they entertain a sanguine hope that the proportion
of cures will be increased, and that many who would have
been a burden to themselves and the publie, will be re-
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stored to that state of mind which will enable them to
become a comfort to their relatives, and useful members
of society.

Of 918 cases subjected to treatment, 400 have been
discharged by cure, removal, or death; 226 having been
cured, 90 dismissed improved, and 84 having died. The
Patients cured, therefore, amount to 56'5, those improved
to 22:5, and those who have died to 21 per cent. It
must, however, be taken into account, that of the Patients
remaining in the Asylum at the end of 1847, there were
only 138 of whose recovery there was the slightest hope,
and that of those admitted, 249 alone had a chanece of
being cured. Of these 387 Patients, 226 have already
been discharged cured, 90 have been so far improved
that they could with comfort to themselves and safety to
others live with their friends, and 71 still remain in the
Asylum of whose ultimate recovery hopes are entertained.
No deaths have oceurred among this class of Patients.

The Bill proposed by the Lord Advocate for the re-
gulation of Lunatic Asylums, and the safe custody of
Lunaties in Scotland, early engaged the attention of the
Weekly Committee; but being satisfied with the principle
of the Bill, they did not feel themselves at first called on to
interfere. As the measure advanced, however, and altera-
tions were made or attempted to be made in the details,
which might by possibility have interfered with the work-
ing and the usefulness of the Institution, they deemed it
expedient that Dr. WiLLiam TromsoN, one of ther
number, should proceed to London, to watch over the
interests of the Asylum. He readily undertook the duty,
and bestowed much time and attention in the fulfilment
of 1it.

The Bill was ultimately withdrawn; but it remains for
their successors in office to attend to its progress, and
to preserve so large an Institution from being injured by
legislation, either premature or founded on an imperfect
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knowledge of what has already been done by private
benevolence in Scotland, '

During the year, various improvements have taken
place on the grounds and buildings. Additional trees
have been planted, the boundary wall has been extended,
and measures are being taken for enclosing the whole
grounds. A new airing-ground has been formed and
fenced for the Paupers in the East House, which for ex-
tent and view may vie with that of any existing Asylum.
Adjoining to this, spacious workshops have been erected,
in which various trades may be pursued with benefit to
the Patients, and some little advantage to the Institution.
The draining of the grounds has been completed, and the
Committee have had under consideration the formation of
an additional airing-ground for the Pauper Females.
Time did not permit them to mature their plans, and
they are therefore obliged to leave to their successors
the task of accomplishing this not only desirable but
necessary addition to the accommodation of the East
House. Since the Asylum was built, 1t has been the
opinion of many Directors that a Bakehouse would be an
important accession to the establishment, and successive
Committees have not lost sight of the subject, though till
last year the means were not placed in their power to
obtain so desirable an object. Towards the end of the
year, the Weekly Committee, after mature consideration,
and consulting with their Architect, Mr. WiLson, and
with persons connected with the baking business, con-
tracted for, and erected the present Bakehouse, which
seems amply adequate for all the demands of the Institu-
tion, even were it doubled in size.

They have the satisfaction to state that the bread is of
a superior quality, and that it is abundantly supplied at
a lower rate than it formerly was by contract, while the
arrangement affords many conveniences not heretofore
experienced in the Asylum.
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For accomplishing this, the Committee have to return
their thanks to Mr. BANkIER and to Mr. ScLaANDERS,—to
the one for his valuable time bestowed in promoting the
work, and to the other for his practical experience which
tended to place this department in the satisfactory state
in which it now exists.

The Committee, during the year, had their attention
also directed to the inadequate accommodation for butcher-
meat which the Asylum afforded, and after deliberation
and hearing the opinion of their Architect, they resolved
on erecting a separate building unconnected with either
of the Houses, but near the Store, which might be ade-
quate to the wants of the Institution.

This building has been constructed on the most ap-
proved plan, and, minute though the matter may appear,
the Committee trust that both the economy of the Insti-
tution and the comfort of the inmates will be promoted
thereby.

The Directors were gratified, at their quarterly meet-
ings, by the reports of the general good health of the
establishment, and the small number of deaths that had
occurred, considering the state of many of the inmates,

The epidemic so fatal in Scotland seemed to have left
Glasgow unscathed; but, early in November, cases ap-
peared in this City, and the Physician Superintendent, as
soon as this was known, at once, on his own responsibility,
took measures to ward it off, or to be prepared for its
. reception, if it unfortunately should make its appearance.
These were completed on the 30th of November, and at
their first meeting thereafter the Weekly Committee
sanctioned all that had been done. The wards were
cleaned, additional blankets and bed-clothes procured,
the diet of the Pauper Patients was made more generous
and nutritive, and their clothing and other circumstances
particularly attended to. But all precautions were un-
availing, for cholera appeared in the Female Division
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of the East House, on the evening of Thursday, 28th
December, materially increasing the number of deaths
for the year. It is so far consolatory to know, that the
individuals cut off were old and worn out, and in all pro-
bability would have increased the mortality of the suec-
ceeding year. The epidemic having appeared within
three days of the termination of the year, the Directors
must leave to their successors to detail the results. In
the meantime, it may be satisfactory to the public to
know, that it has not spread beyond the locality in which
it first showed itself, that the number of cases is dimi-
nishing, and that its virulence is considerably abated.

The situation of Chaplain having become vacant, and
the filling up thereof having been left to the Committee,
they, after mature deliberation, appointed the Rev. J. R.
RusseLL, pro tempore; and, finding that he acted in a
satisfactory manner, continued his appointment to the end
of the year.

Various suggestions have been made as to the appoint-
ment of a resident Chaplain, but the Committee, after
anxious consideration, have deemed it expedient to make
" no change in the present arrangement, and would re-
commend to the Directors for the ensuing year to con-
tinue the office as it now exists.

It being necessary that a Medical Assistant should be
appointed for the West House, the Committee, in terms
of the Regulations, sanctioned the appointment of Dr.
Wavrter Bamn to that office, on which he accordingly
entered on 1st July.

The Committee, considering that Dr. Muirneap and
Dr. Brown had held the office of Medical Assistants in
the East House for a considerable time, resolved to in-
crease their respective salaries from £80 to £100 per an-
num; and, taking into view the duties of the Steward, and
the altered circumstances of his position, recommend that
he should have the Lodge as a dwelling-house for the en-
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suing year, and £110 of salary without board. No other
changes have taken place in the staff.

It remains for the Directors to narrate briefly what has
not been alluded to, under the usual heads—DomEsTIC
Economy and FiNaxce.

DOMESTIC ECONOMY.

Following the recommendation given in the last Annual
Report, the Committee took into serious consideration the
draft of the Regulations made by their predecessors. After
mature deliberation, they recommended to the Directors,
at the meeting in July, to adopt them experimentally for
the remainder of the year. They were accordingly en-
acted; and having been placed in the hands of the Officers
and Servants of the Asylum, have been in force for six
months, Though some trifling alterations require to be
made in details, the Directors are satisfied that in prinei-
ple they are correct; but, before enacting them perma-
nently, would recommend their successors to try them for
another year, in order to ensure their practical working.

The Weekly Committee, during the year, have, in terms
of the Regulations, taken upon themselves the supervision
not only of the expenditure, but also of the domestic
arrangements of the Asylum, and both individually and
in a body have visited and inspected the various depart-
ments. The advantages of this will be obvious. It frees
the Officers of all responsibility regarding expenditure—
it strengthens the authority of the heads of departments
in the execution of their duties—it secures attention to
these duties, and affords a guarantee to the public for the
proper treatment of Patients sent to the Institution.

But while the Committee have endeavoured to effect
these objects, they have studiously avoided interfering
with the Officers in the discharge of their duties, or in-
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vading the privacy of the Patients. They would recom-
mend their successors to pursue the same plan, in the
same spirit, so as to ensure that the work of the Asylum
goes on regularly, while encouragement and support are
afforded to the Officers in the discharge of their respec-
tive duties.

——

FINANCE.

The Weekly Committee, at the commencement of the
year, instructed their delegates not to lower the Board
of Pauper Patients, from the City of Glasgow and sub-
seribing Parishes, more than one shilling a-week from
the former rates; and, considering the fall in the price of
provisions, the rate was fixed at nine shillings, A cor-
responding reduction was made in respect of non-subserib-
ing Parishes, and Patients paid for by their friends at the
lowest board, the weekly payment being fixed at ten
shillings. This diminished the income of the Asylum by
£1,200 to £1,300 per annum.

The board chargeable against the Patients for the past
year, amounts to £17,328 :8s.2d., of which it will be
seen, from the Treasurer’s Account, that there has been
recovered £15,205: 7s.3d. in addition to £1,310 : 5s. 6d.
of arrears due at the end of 1847, making the whole
amount recovered £16,515:125,9d. The arrears owing
at the end of 1848 will no doubt appear unusually large,
being no less than £2,357 : 11s.5d., but this arises from
nearly the whole of that amount being due by a number
of Parochial Boards, who, in consequence of the recent
heavy pressure upon their funds, have not been able to
meet the demands upon them with their former punctu-
ality. The subseriptions, with part of a legacy received,
have amounted only to £58 :10s. &

The expenditure has been increased beyond what it
would otherwise have been, not only by the sums laid



























