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MEDICAL REPORT.

g e g N R VA R i A o B

Tue domestic circumstances of the Asylum, during the twelve
- months just concluded, have not been well suited to the display
of its qualifications as a retreat for those afllicted with mental
disorder. The extension and alterations of the building, which
are still in progress, have been such as to necessitate the employ-
ment of workmen both within and without, and not at one but
at several points—interfering much with the ordinary comfort
and security of the establishment—Ilimiting the freedom of the
patients and the usefulness of the Institution, and occasioning
great increase of difficulty and anxiety to all connected with the
guidance of its operations. Two of the largest airing-grounds
have been rendered completely unavailable for recreation and
exercise; about twenty of the most disorderly class of patients
have had to be removed from parts of the Hospital which had to
be pulled down, and provided otherwise with accommodation ;
and indeed the whole body of Lunatic pauper inmates has been
in a measure incommoded by the restriction of freedom and
disturbance of arrangements which these architectural proceed-
ings of necessity involved. Despite, however, of all this inter-
ference with the established ways and ordinary movements of
the Institution, such has been the carefulness of those entrusted
with the charge of the patients that no untoward circumstance
falls to be chronicled as having resulted, with this single
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exeeption, that a convalescent female patient, abusing the trust
placed in her recovered sanity, took advantage of an imperfect
barricade to make her escape to her friends, who chose to retain
her.

Although the erowded condition of the Hospital was pretty
widely known, the number of applications for the admission of
patients has been unusually numerous; and while sixty-five cases
have been admitted, no fewer than forty or thereby have had to
be refused, solely on account of want of the requisite accom-
modation at the time of the application. In order that the
public convenience should be as fully secured as possible, tem-
porary dormitories were contrived ; the utmost that a due respect
for hygienic considerations would permit was made of the space
set apart for patients, and, when a choice of cases was possible,
those were preferred in which the circumstances were of the
most urgent character. Indeed, the daily average number of
patients, (280.63), has not been under that of the preceding year,
a fact of itself sufficiently avouching the trouble that has been
taken to render the temporary interference with the arrangements
of the House as little felt in the abatement of its usefulness as it
was possible for attention to that objeet to effect.

The compensating advantages that will immediately result
to the residents themselves from these operations will be more
than adequate to the discomfort undergone; for while the
external appearance of the establishment will be improved, and
its extent considerably enlarged, an inferior description of apart-
ments will have been re-placed by rooms more in harmony with
the newer portions of the building; several additions made and
alterations effected admitiing a more detailed classification of
inmates ; a better style of accommodation afforded to private
patients ; and various desirable improvements ecarried out in
domestic arrangements.
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The general health of the household during the year has been
satisfactory, except during the months of August, September,
and October, at which time the cholera was prevalent in
Aberdeen, when one or two cases of that malady made their
appearance within the walls, and a tendency to diarrheca was
sufficiently noticeable throughout the establishment but more
particularly amongst the females. A sporadic case of measles also
made its appearance in a female patient for some time resident
in the Asylum, and who had no known opportunity of being
exposed to the risk of contagion. After infecting one of her
attendants the disease spread no farther. The ratio of deaths,
caleulated on the mean number of inmates, is somewhat under
the average of this Institution. The only unusual features in
the cbituary are—two deaths attributed to the visitation of
cholera, the first that have occurred from such a cause in this
Hospital ; and the unfortunate issue of a suicidal wound with
which the patient was admitted.

Caleulated in relation to the admissions, the number of
- recoveries has this year been high, no less indeed than equivalent
to sixty per cent. This is a proportion above what has been
recorded in the reports for the last twenty-five years, or has
resulted, I believe, in any other year in the history of the
Institution.

I would beg to acknowledge my obligations for their eflicient
assistance to all my co-officials ; as also to the Senior Surgeon to
the Royal Infimary, Dr. Keith, for his valuable advice and
assistance in two cases of surgical importance.

ROBERT JAMIESON, M.D.
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TABLE 1V.

AGE OF PATIENTS ADMITTED.

Males. Femaies. Total.
From 10 to 20, . - Tt el s I
w20 10 80, .o R R T PR
5 30 to 40, e Dt 7 e [ S U R
» 40 to 50, AT e W S LR
» 50 to 60, S R
EL ] ﬁﬂ tﬂ Tﬂ’l’-‘" Rl . E Prrr) g awara ‘1
L1 ?U e BT R PP o T R U‘ e 2 [ 2
21 44 i)
TABLE, V.
CCCUPATION OR STATION IN LIFE OF PATIENTS ADMITTED.
MALES
Banker’s Clerk, meninenirinn 1 -11 1 Limbounrer, 1
Blackemith, - cmiaermioase I | Mepchant, - S 1
Batler, : ~ 1 Naval Officer, e SR |
Cabinetmaker, ~ 1 Pensioner, 1
Chimney-sweep, 1- SBailor, s i 1
Coach-trimmer, renserensemences 1 Shore-porter, 1
Cooper, .o~ erece - 1 Shopman, 1
Farmers, e 2  Weavers, 2
Houge Carpenter, womimmmnoes 1 N0 0cCUPALION, corerevirosmam e 2

FE

Clergyman’s Wife, mmomin
Cooper’s Wife,
Domestic Servants, e s
Dressmakers,
Engineer’s Wife, <
Factory Worker, .. e
Farmers’ Wives,
Hawker,
Knitter,
Labourers’ Wives,...oeeerccemerers e
Penstoner’s WIfe, am oo comrerere

P D e e DD et i DS ] e

MALES.

Blomber's Wife, . oonmgmssen
Policeman’s Wife, . coemnemersprine
Seamen’s Wives,
Shipmaster’s Wife,

Shopkeeper, s
SPirit-Aenaler, v m e oasoncoeneon
il i T T
Teacher, =

Watchmaker's Wife, oo mmmnmn

| NO 0CCUPATION, rrvvarmvessrvroroyarmossnre

b ]l gl el el pd )

—
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TABLE VL

FORM OF INSANITY IN CASES ADMITTED.

Males, Females.  Total,

Amentia, - . R e |
Mania, - 10 v 19 o 29
Dementia,... : o AR T SA
Monomania, S 4 sed s Sliniiis s AT
Melancholia,.. e URCENEEST RS [ ., SR 7 |
DY i A T

TABLE VII.

COMPLICATION OF CASES ADMITTED WITH NERVOUS DISEASE.

Males. Females  Total,
Epilepsy, with Mania, R et T
Epilepsy, with Dementia, v cremmmmcrmnccorsmicoors 0 voore 1 e 1
Paralysis, general, with Dementia, B e N

e = ——

TABLE VIIL

COMPLICATION OF CASES ADMITTED WITH DISEASED IMPULSE,

Males. Females. Total,

Suicidal Impulse, with Mania, || Sk g o
Suicidal Impulse, with Dementia, ... < [t bl (g o et
Suicidal Impulse, with Melancholia, RO e
Homicidal Impulse, with Mania,...... L2 LB g i |
Homicidal Impulse, with Dementia, i rtes et
e e

TABLE IX.

CLASEIFICATION OF ADMISSIONS IN RELATION TO HISTORY AND PREVIOUS
DURATION OF THE CASE.

First attack, and under 3 months’ previous duration, 16°61 per cent.
First attack, above 3 months, but under 1 year’s do. e 1384

"

Not first attack, under 1 year’s previous duration, 1661 -
Cases above 1 year's previous duration, .. % 930 o
Cases of unrecorded previous daration, ... = 4364 5
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TABLE XIL

CASES SUPPOSED ATTRIBUTABLE TO PHYSICAL EXCITING CAUSE.

No. Exciming Cause, | Sex.| Age Forum or IISEASE. :
| |
| 1
1 | Congenital defect, .omeremmmemames| M. | 17 | Amentia.
2 | Childbirth, | F. | 24 | Mania.
3 Chi]dbil’th} ~ - e s | F- | 35 Mania,
4 | Childbirth, were| F. | 32 | Melancholia.
5 | Nursing, el i F. | 32 | Mania.
i 6 | Nursing, : o | F. | 35 | Monomania.
| 7 | Cessation of Menses, ccmsmewa-| F. | 43 | Melancholia.
8 | FeVer, vrmcmsmmnecronscasronsercessoeseence| . | 43 | Meluncholia (suicidal.)
9 | Epilepsy, e wes| F, | 32 | Mania.
i 10 | Epilepey, e F. | 41 | Mania.
b 11 | Injury of Head, oo M.| 53 | Dementia.
12 | Harvest 1abour,.meimmni| F. | 56 | Mania. '
13 | Intemperance, - M. 42 | Mania. !
14 | Intemperance, o oooem oo M. | 44 | Mania. .
15 | Intemperance, -~ M.| 59 | Mania. |
16 | INtemperance, «.mmmmemmene | F. | 34 | Mania. :
17 | Intemperance, wrs| F. | 85 | Mania.
18 | Intemperance, | F. | 52 | Mania.
19 | Intemperance, . mssmmmemees | E. | 30 iMelauchulm.
20 | Intemperance, wereere| M. | 34 | Dementia. f
2] | Intemperance, e mssmnes| M. | 40 ‘ Dementia. |

———r w AR

TABLE XIIL

COMBINED MENTAL AND PHYESICAL CAUSES OF CABES ADMITTED.
L]

e rr a E—

:r_
g
=

| MesTaL CavsE. PuysicaL Cause !l gex. | Form or Disease.
! Pecuniary reverses, . Iulemperﬂnce,#wm! M. | 48 Monomania.
Shame and exposure,..| Hereditary tendency,.., M.| 61 Mania.
| Shame and exposure,.| Previous a.tlaek,m,.m| M. | 37 | Mania.
| Domestic distress, Hereditary tendency, ... F. | 45 | Melancho. (suicidal)
| Domestic distress, .....| Nursing, reeresesemmmsreeeees| 1, | 85 | Melancho. (snicidal)
F. | 45 | Melancholia.

| Family changes, w....~r.! Change of Iife-‘I’hthiaisj
Grief for death of

33  Mania.

children, .. I|:||t-::r|:|];:nerznn.mz,.........W.....q.,..F E.
Death of a relative, .... Hereditary tendency,... F. | 49 '| Mania.
1 t{gg:lm;':edlinfgm-} Hereditary tendency, ~. F. | 21  Mania.
Y uearen i

Fright, Nursing, s - - F. | 33 | Dementia.
Tumult & disturbance,| Hereditary tendency, ... F. | 18 | Monomania.
A quarrel, .cmmenes| Fever and bered. tend.,| F. | 30 | Mania.
Destitution, ..ccememes| Change of life & hered.) F. = 45 ' Melancholia,
Destitution, ..rsvvens ers! Hereditary tendency, ..' F. | 45 Mania

_
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TABLE XVII.

GENERAL RESULTS OF THE LAST 25 YEARS.

5. s [ B iESE Wi & |uEs
. | fE| 3| B |, |Bgg|gin | Eef|fEC
g 23 2 = 8 | B°g |5oy | BuZ (Hoy
p= s = 5 2 8 | 852 |23, HEE I-E'-'-'-'P'
1880 | 102 | 59| o7| 8 |4577 {2657 |1356 | 784
1831 100 | 83| 14| 12 4242 |14:00 | 36:36 | 12:00
1832 106 | 33 15 | 10 {4545 |14:15 | 3030 | 943
1833 107 | 42 | 23 | 14 |5476 2151  33:33 | 13:08
1834 114 | 50| 16| 6 |3200 (1491 |12:00 | 526
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1837 113 | 43| 16| 8 |3953 |14-16 1860 | 7-08
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1839 140 | 74| 26| 10 [3513 [18'57 |1351 | 714
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1854 281 | 65 | 39| 19 {6000 1387 [29:23 | 675
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TABLE XVIIIL

REMAINING IN THE HOSPITAL.

in East Wing,
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Number of Patients em loyed,
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ARTICLES OF CLOTHING MADE AND REPAIRED BY PATIENTS FROM 1sT APRIL,

1854, o lsr Apmirn, 1835.
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