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MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORTL.

——

On the first of January, 1856, the number of patients
Tesident in the WesT Ripine Asvium were 856 males and
411 females ; since that time 141 males and 155 females have
been admitted,—making a total under treatment of 1063, and
-an average daily number resident throughout the year of 803,

The discharges during this period were 279 from all causes,
viz : 55 males and 67 females recovered; 23 males and 29
females relieved; 1 male not improved; and 50 males, 54
females, died ; thus leaving 784 patients resident on the 81st of
December.

I have again to bring under the consideration of the Com-
mittee of Visitors the serious inconvenience which many Parishes
have sustained from our inability to receive their Insane upon
the first application for admission, they were necessitated to
send the patients to private Asylums, or retain them in work-
houses. This latter arrangement being so highly detrimental as
to retard, if not entirely frustrate, recovery.

Daring the second quarter of the year, 85 males and $
females were refused admission; in the third quarter 19 males
and 25 females; and up to 10th of October 5 males and
3 females. At this juncture we were enabled to receive patients
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by the discharge of 43 recovered, and by the removal of 28
chronic cases to the lunatic wards recently built, contiguous
to the Halifax Union Workhouse ; and again in December,
17 were discharged recovered, and 18 more chronic cases sent to
the Halifax Union Wards. Yet, notwithstanding this reduction
of numbers, it is evident the Institution is inadequate for the
requirements of so large and populous a County, as indicated by
the following facts ;—that between the 10th October, and the
81st December, the unusual number of 133 vacancies oceurring
I was induced to hope there would be sufficient room for some
time to come, whereas, in that period, the admissions being 96,
proves the fallacy of the idea.

During the pressure for admission of male paupers in the
second quarter, the Committee of Visitors sanctioned my proposal
to convert the weaving shop into a dormitory, connecting it
by an attendant’s room with No. 3 ward, this makes the most
comfortable sleeping apartment in the house, for twenty aged
and infirm men. A steampipe passes up the centre of the room,
imparting an agreeable temperature, it has now been in use more
than three months, and in every respect answers satisfactorily.
Though we are, for a time, deprived of the industrial occupation
this shop afforded to about a dozen men, I trust the period is not
far distant when we shall have workshops for all purposes, as
complete as any Asylum in the kingdom, their want has been so
long felt, T have no doubt that the Visitors will order their
erection at the earliest possible period.

The Committee of Visitors having decided to build “':"
wing contiguous, and communicating with the laundry, calcula-
ted to hold sixty females, who usually work in the washhouse
and laundry, plans and estimates were accordingly prepared and
transmitted for approval to the Commissioners in Lunacy, they,
however, were returned, with a request that various alterations
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and modifications might be made ; therefore, to enable the
Architect to combine the modern improvements in other Asylums,
with his own plans, the Visitors directed Mr. HarTLEY and
myself to inspect some of them. We accordingly went to
Lancaster, Rainhill, Stafford and Nottingham. We observed
many convenient arrangements, the galleries are open on one side
and bed rooms opposite,—when neatly furnished an appearance
of cheerfulness is imparted, and better ventilation than is found
in Asylums where there are double rows of bed rooms. A
considerable proportion of their land is surrounded by a boundary
wall, making it more secure for the labouring patients, and many
of the others are taken out for exercise, instead of continually
spending their time in the regular airing courts. Mr. HARTLEY'S
next plans received the approval of the Secretary of State, in
October, and on the 30th the various contracts were let, and
the building at once commenced. Considering the unfavorable
weather it is rapidly progressing, and I hope will be fit for occu-
pation before the end of this year.

I must again request the Visitors to consider the serious
inconvenience and pecuniary loss the Institution suffers from
the want of more land. It is not only desirable as a source of
profit, but as a remedial and curative means, for it is a well
established fact tbat the largest proportion of recoveries are
derived from those men who work out in the farm and garden.
Having completed the improvements and planting of the airing
courts, there are many patients able and willing to work out of
doors, for whom, unfortunately, we have difficulty in finding
profitable employment in the ordinary routine of our small
farm and garden.

On the 24th April two baths and lavatories were or-
dered for each house, as well as two self-ucting water closets,
they have been in use long enough to prove their efficiency and
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the necessity of increasing the number ; I therefore hope the
Visitors will order the remainder to be finished. Additional
farniture has been placed in several of the wards, of a more
comfortable construction, such as settees, sofas, and chairs ; also
cocoa nut fibre matting laid upon some of the floors, and carpets
by the bed sides. These add much to the patient's comfort,
and I trust I may be permitted to furnish, gradually, the
remainder of the wards.' The walls in many of the day rooms
and galleries have been painted six feet high, thus improving
their appearance and -cleanliness.

The steam pipes for heating the wards, which were laid.
down last year, continue to answer very well. Wards 12 and 16
still remain unfinished, no order having been given for them
last year. In these two wards we have experienced frequent
difficulty in obtaining a sufficient quantity of hot water for the
baths, this arises from the cisterns being too small to supply the
water required for daily use.

The supply of water, for general purposes, has not been
quite sufficient : 419,300 gallons have been taken from the
Water Works Company. But nearly the whole of the rain
water, which wounld be so valuable for the laundry, and some
other purposes, runs into the drains, for want of a large tank ;
this seems a pity, and I should be glad if the Visitors would take
this matter into their consideration.

The health of the patients has been good, and free from
epidemic disease. The recoveries are fewer than last year, this
may be attributed to the number of recent cases which were
refused admission, and from the incurable state of sucli a large)
proportion of the inmates, as, at this time, there are not more |
than 70 presenting favorable symptoms of recovery. The deaths}
bear & fractional increase over the previous year, but this is noty
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surprising, when out of 296 admissions, 205 were in a weak and
exhausted state of health, adding these to the numerous aged
and infirm residents, at the beginning of the year, a high scale
of mortality may naturally be anticipated ; some, I am sorry to
say, were brought in such an enfeebled condition that they only
lived a few days.

The schools continue to afford instruction, interest, and
amusement to many of the patients: it appears to have the salu-
tary influence of checking outbreaks of excitement, thus proving
its utility. I feel assured that our warmest thanks are due to the
Chaplain for his unremitting perseverance in continuing this
self-imposed labour.

The gardens and farm have not yielded such abundant crops
as last year. And there is so much disease amongst the potatoes,
that we shall fall far short of the necessary quantity, and should
the present high price continue, it will add materially to our
weekly expenditure.

Allow me to offer my sincere thanks for your kind and
generous assistance in promoting improvements for the well
being of the Asylum, and comfort of the patients. And also for
responding to my application for an Assistant Resident House
Surgeon. The election of Dr. CraPMAN took place on the 13th
November, and he entered upon his duties on the lst January,
1857,

JOHN 5. ALDERSON,
fedical Superintendent,

JaRvary, 1857,



D, WEST YORK COUNTY ASYLUM

Receipts.
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To Balance of last Account ....c..ocovvviineee y—1003 0 7
., Cash received for Suidries sold, viz :

CIRTVEE | oiios vasn sy samnsnninamn sasissssse 160 12 0

Cows’ Hides and Tallow............... e

PAZE oouenncissasrasansntorsensasensiaisines AR et

T [ ER e R P 13 16 B

Garden Produce ........cocooeieieeen 5 11, 4

Drippillg «..ioeeennssnerananansnisinnnee - EE (LR

Wanah .. vovisnmnssssnpinnansssssnspebnsiodss 24 11 8

EQEB -oovcoonsnrssrsnssunsannasarazssaaaste 3 15 0

BIOOE i iy samn s a s sy ae s v 0 16 0O

BAES ..oocnnsarsonansunssasnsnsnnastsannases 13 15 O

0

Clothing  «.oooneeneesssnismnennnnianesens 0 3 —167 15 2
,, Amount received from Ellis Hodgson, Esq. 367 10 4

for Patients chargeable to the Riding..§ 7 HENEH L
., Amount received from Unions & Townships 4,  » » 15496 2 O
£17030 1 2
e

Amount due from Unions and Townships

” " for half-year ending 31st December, 1856 } b ow o B9PL 18R
,, Balance in hand as per €ontra......ccooene o 2 1418 7 7
£7404 6 &
#=#==

Avpitep, January 22nd, 1857,
JOHN BARFF.

PassEDp, af the Annual Meeting of Visitors,

92nd January, 1857,
H. W. WICKHAM,

Chairman of Visitors.



BALANCE SHEET, FOR 1856.

- Expenditure,

By Provisions, viz : £
Flour, Oatmeal, &ec.........................3088
Groceries and Tobacco.....................1356
Hops S rol Nl R AL i Lo
'."-[at .......................................... 1448
LI e AN S K R I RN e W g 5186
Potatoes 13

&

CENTR I g
0 4]
3 0
9 0
g 2
16 0

12 0—9192 o0 2

Wine and Spmts ——{See. Swgery and ﬂzspﬁiwﬂry below.)

» Clothing and Bedding, viz:
Cloth, Linen Shnctmg,I}mperlea &c L0GT

Leu,ther ]_Iemp Sher it ol . 244
Straw for BEQUing oot i oo 80
Necessaries, viz :
5 1] R R b 53
omlE .l e A et R 870
Earthenware...................... o e 47
ronmonpery. oo 79
Ml ler . P T 28
N T e LR e D ST 19
s Salaries and Wages, viz :
Officers’ Salaries ....... verenes 1334

Attendants’ and Servants’ Wages veness 1222

i 1

1 O

0 0—1391 1 I
18 6

2 B
19 10

g2

g 0

1 0—1098 11 9

—2556 16 3

y S {'ﬁry and Dispensary, viz :

rugs, Leeches, &¢.........ocovvnviinnnnnn. 128 6 10
Wine, Spirits, and Porter .............. 170 14 6—299 1 4
» Funeral Expences—Coffins, &e. ............ ,  , 121 1944
» Larm and Garden, viz :
Bran, Sharps, Meal, &e. .................. 305 18 6
Slowa and Fodder ... v 189 3 0
EE 3 T e SR T T 13 3
e R R R e T S T 40 8 7
i R i S 40 9 3
Lime for Land ............ e 4 18 0-—=5%4 0 4
et of Tiand. ..o s TR R
» Rates and Taxes.......... o e s SRR
» Miscellaneous, viz :
s Y T ek SR~ R e L)
Banker’s Commission ..................... -
T - R AR UL P g 6 3
Clocks Winding, Repairing, &e. ... 5 15 9
Looking Glasses, Pictures, &e. ......... 12 14 0
Plants and Shrubs ......... o 1o T,
Stationery, Printing, and Pnstages e 0 | 1 e
; Selibing Razors ....c.vovnvirnrormnssieasons Heo s BT
EHPYINOINGEETE ... ..o rimrerressmmminerses & 18 B
T 1 i i S - O 1 T R [

» Balance in hand on 31st December, 1856 ... ...

3 Amount due to Tradesmen on existing Contracts
» Balance in favor of the Institution.................

.......... 1412 ¥

15627 9 6
7
£17039 17 1

......... 2026 12 10

.......... 5377 13 7

£7404 6 &
Bl
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Statement of the Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths of all the
Patients in the Asylum, since the Opening, 23rd, Nov., 1818.

e e - i
e ————————————

ADMISSTONS.
Admitted within three months after first attack .................. 2119
»  Within twelve months after first attack ............... 1028
»»  Who had been insane from one to many years ......... 1295
,» Who have had previous attacks, and have been
confined before in this Asylum.............cc.c0venen. 927
4 who are stated to have had previous attacks, but
have not been confined here ...............cocovno. ... 1014
6383
— e

DISCHARGES AND DEATHS,

Discharged recovered, who had not been insane more than

"

bR

three months before admission.................. 1019
Deaths......... 612
recovered, who had not been insane more than
twelve months before admission ............... n20
Deaths......... 456
recovered, who had been insane from one to many
years before admission ..........covvvuenne... ... 179
Deaths.........758
recovered, who had had previous attack ......... 984
18177 1 483
uot recovered, by desire of friends and by order
of the Visiting Committee ............ v 593

2304 3295

e — _-
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Deaths during the Year, 1856—viz:

1st qr. 2nd qr. 3rd gr. 4th qr. Total.
WEALER .ovvnnnee 15 18 G 11 a0
FEMALES ...... 13 13 11 17 o4
PATAE asovides 28 81 17 28 104

Average Mortality on the average daily resident, 12.95 per cent.
Ditto on the 1063 Patients under Treatment 9.79. per cent.

=
Average weekly number under Medical Treaiment.
Males, 10.96. Females, 15.30. Total, 26 20.

i

Causes of Death of the Patients who have died in the Asylum
during the Year 1355 '

—— e — = - e

| wuu 8. |FEZ&I;'LLI"E |Tumr
APOPLERY nsrsinssnswasevsisnms sunaeanseionssins 1 0 et
BrouchitiS -cccevrrvarsresienssinsamansesenoes 3 B bE
Chronic Diatthea ....oooceemiamenmeannimeee 3 I

. Dysentey c.ocosenerecaninnenienaees | 1 0. | 1
Disease of Brain and Membranes ......... foo ] o S

= o HeAT b vsasmssnansnsmapamnnnanan 3| 0 | .

s the Prostrate .....coeesecenrenrons [ 1J WS
Epalepsy s T T
Fever, con tinved .. - o e St Em] ) el I R
General I xlmu-,uan ........................... Vi s KeasdiBr B I

., Paralysis...eeceecesienesenneeinnaanee | 16 | 1 | 17 #l
Hemorrhage from the Lungs .ooovereneees . T N |
Maniacal Lxhauutmn T e 3 | T8
Old Age . St 15 | 18

. Pﬂralvsm oo Ran il e R e S a | 44
; PU.E'IPEIHI "'-’Iama idaate it Sl 2 | 328
. Pleuro, Peuumﬂma, ‘and ]?Ieulw, ........ o 1 | S
| PhEhigis .ocvoeessupranser osmsasesnesacsee s {8 1 | d
Il Seirrhus, disease of Liver ......ocoeevomene '| 1 'i B 4 1
I Serofula 4 | " SR ot




Ages of Patients who have Died in the Asylum during the

Year 1856.

From
i

LE
e
1y
mn
¥y
33
r3
bR
¥
>
L

MALES. | FEMALES, | TOTAL.
I et L G ARt S i B 3 fil e
2030 T WOATR . o vn e sa i Vil s 2 5 i
R L T e e = U il 3 8
30 to 35 years........... 7 i} 13 |
85 00 ToIRL.. oo cninniar bt A S R
L Ty e R SR i g 6 Id
o B0 DU FERDR. i oiiis i ns s onnn e mamis 3 3 ]
10T 1 8 T 1 - R A I e | 6 13
R T R e J 3 ]
(] ST R R D 4 7 11
O L1 Y S 1 o 8
WELEOr Tl WORTE <o b v i fa 1 i (il
oo B waRyas s e e 1 0 L o
(=108 i s (T 9 S R 1 1 2
50 54 | 104

Average Age of the 50 Male Patients who have died during the year, 43.18,

Average Age of the 54 F

h

Mean Average, 47.65.

during the Year 1856.

emale Patients who have died during the year, 51.79.

Period of Residence of the Patients who have Died in the Asylum

Average period of Residence of the 50 Male Patients who I
year, 1 year, 11 months, and 1 week,
Average period of Residence of the 51 Female Patients

year, 3 years and 3 months,
Mean Average, 2 years, 7 months, and 3 days.

! MALES. F[-:}nu..l.r-;s.l TOTAL. 1|
RN S Waek ... ocvdome i vt s b 5 10
From 1 week to 1 month.,...... P 1 3
85 002 IORENS o e 1 3 d. i
i B0 BmoBthe . cviveenniiiiiiiii 1 4 7
e Lo O IRONTHE L s e | 4 | 6 10
» O to 9 months...... e e T b | 5] 10
St o V2 monthe ..o e 3 ] 0
S L2 6 I8 montha. ... o i 49 3 12
»» 18 months to 2 years ..........co0vsiis 5 3 8
B D BT R R S | 10 L7
e G Ea T T PO S 4 | 0 4
ot R T e e ] 1 2 3
o AR R R 0 3 3
o R R R 0 0 0
B 20 U0 B0 VERER. . ceicsib i e 1 3 4
: 50 | 54 104

ave died during the

who have died during the
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Occupation of the 141 Male Patients admitted during the

...............

- Blacksmiths
Basketmaker
Bookseller
Butcher
e Th e 1] 7 o) M G
Coal Leaders
Coal Miners
Carver and Guilder.........
Cloth Dressers
| Commercial Traveller......
5 ) £33 1713 o N SRR SR
Cutlers
Cornfactor
Dyer
Excavator
Edge-Tool Maker
Flax Dresser
i File Cutters
Grooms
Hawkers ......ooocoecennmnen
Innkeepers ......ococevienen
Leather Dresser .....cccouee

---------------

------------------

-------------------

...............

.........

---------------------

------------------

------------------------

------------------

---------

---------------

---------------

---------------------

T A OrR o s skt s G
1 Labotrars ... s oteaies=oumh 26
1 MECRANICE | - vionsk o e 4
1 Mill Hands ..o.oovivve. e B
1 | Pattern Card Maker ...... 1
R W o[ o ol P B e 1
6 i Pottass 9
1 | Rage Dealers ............... 2
7 | Saddler .......cooeeneiieen 1
1 | Soldier .i.oossremimesnnons 1
3 Schoolmaster .......ccceaven 1
7 Shoe Makers ..........ccae 4
1 Stone Masons ...ceveee corns 3
1 | ThHoner........cccocivmsasmenn I
1 L1 s P S R 9
1 T T 1Ty o AT e A 9
1 Woolcombers .......co...... 2
3 WV OOIBOTEBE - avwaiss o aans PR
Bk Watchman ......veesesseraan 3
R B T RO ]
2 No Occupation....... R 12
1 ;

Year 1856.

Occupation of the 155 Female Patients admitted during

the Year 1856.

s

! | 57 =) e S e R L SRR

O BRI WOINON o s0ns mansassanans
| Dress Malers .......coovvuns
| HOUSEWIVES cevunssesnrerss son
| HRWEBTR s e enn issrvnnnnns

M ERRAE s cne i i
| Nurse

------------------------

1
0
P
T
p.
16
1

BlioebInders. covee s vacaen ot ol

Sempstress ....co-ciienuanees 1
Bervants ceccciveninieniiiiaa 20
Shopkeeper .......ocoevenees 1
WeAYEKE weraisnnssesnnnsnsors 11

No Occupation... ...cocooeer 13
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Degree of Education of the 296 Patients admitted during
the Year 1856

MALES.| FEMALES. | ToTAL. |
e Head and Wiaate: oo c i 86 !. -58 b 141 |
T Y RS i . [ 63 |
R B OB IOTY et e o e i ;1 B (1 59
T ¥ S| (R . 80 |
— — _i
! 141 | 155 206 |
Social state of the 296 Patients admitted during
the Year 1856.

D MALES. | FEMALES. | TOTAL.
Iqarried ....................................... EE' ]0) -I_ci'-[;_|
Bu_:gle .................. ok 4 e TR o 64 48 | 112
Blawad o e s 1 T l 38

SR ————
141 | 155 | 246

Rehglﬂn of the 296 Patwnts admitted durmg the Year. 1856.

| MALES. :anua |1mu.. _
Phurch of England .......cccoooeveeninnn. AR e R
Boman Catholies’....c.coceviverencanseseeeces] 10 R | S
ERERLEYREE: - S s s s s 22 45 67
R e R e T | 3 8
Other Deunmmatmns ........................ 11 | 16 7
IR T e e S O B L ] e T 25
I Relinion . vooose it st g | =19 33
S ==z
| 141 l | 206







