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appeared to need other notice than that to the Commissioners of

Lunacy; and an Inquest was also held on a deceased Patient
who tripping fell violently forwards on the stairs,—which he

was ascending to go to bed. The verdicts in the two former
cases were that the persons died of natural causes; and in the
latter case that death was caused by concussion of the brain.

The number of Patients was further reduced by the escape of

two Male Patients. One of whom was a eriminal Lunatie.

At the commencement of the year, the Male Patients took
into occupation the new Building in extension of their recre-

ation room, and superjacent dormitories.

The ground floor, and the first floor sleeping room, have now
a superficial area of 130 feet in length by 25 feet in breadth.
The recreation room is now also the Dining Hall, and receives
at meal times daily about two thirds of the whole number of
Male Patients, Such occupation of the room, its expanse and
airiness, and the increased freedom of association, give pleasure
to the whole number. The large and open Dormitory receives
at this time one third of the whole number of Male Patients
resident ; and these are not of the most quiet class. The open-
ness of the room gives the night attendant facility of supervision;
while the liability of many Patients in it to attacks of Epilepsy

ensures his frequent attention. It is not unfrequently disturbed












The question of the admissibility of persons having infectious
disease, or from a locality in which it is prevalent, among the
Inmates of an Asylum who have no power of self protection,
and who are therefore under the care of the Magistracy,—does
not altogether rest on the real liability of the Malady to spread
by infection or contagion. It happened that immediately after
the reception of such a Patient into an Asylum in a distant
County, the Cholera did break out in the ward to which that
Patient was admitted ; and that a sixth part of the Lunatic
Inmates died within a less space than the three months following.
The Act offers to the Magistracy, at their option, a freedom from
the responsibility of such recurrence. Although I have not
experienced, from the Parish Officers, expressions of feeling
otherwise than such as are the dictates of humanity ; and
believe that the ordinary safe-guard for the protection of the
Lunatic would be found efficacious even in districts afflicted
with cholera. Yet I think the consideration of this power,
concurrently with the Rule which continues the obligation to
admit every Patient who is brought with an order duly signed,
due to the large number of Inmates who are already under the
charge of the Visitors.

With this Report the Committee will receive the Annual
Statement of Accounts. The continued rise in the prices of
Provisions, labour, &ec., is felt in the necessary expenditure.
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