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LITTLEMORE ASYLUM.

[comprising an union of the Counties of Oxzford and Berks, the
City of Oxford, and the Boroughs of Abingdon and Reading,
Jor the maintenance of their Pauper Lunatics.]

At the first Meeting of the Committee of Visitors of the
Pauvrper Luwaric Asvyrnum at LitrLEmMorE appointed for
the Year 1853 held at the Asylam (pursuant to due Notice)
on Wednesday the 26th day of January 1853 (being within
one Calendar month after the election of the present Com-
mittee.)

PRESENT
The Right Honorable Josepn War~xeEr HENLEY )

M.P., Chairman,

GeorGE GRANVILLE Harcourt Esquire, M.P. :
RoserT Burrock Marsaam Esquire, D.C.L. duaitces
The Reverend Ricuarp Harinerow, D.D. 2 of
Joun Lovepay Esquire, Ozfordshire.
Henry Epwarp Francis LamBerT Esquire,
Josern Jonn HenLEY Esquire; _:l
| 7 A Justice
Epwarp Tury Esquire; i" of

.

)} Berkshire. |

Y Justices of
the City of

_j Oxford.

"I} Justices of

I}tlm Borough
_J of Banbury.

Wirriam Hexry Burier Esquire,
Wirriam Warp Esquire ;

Tromas Drarer Esquire,
Ricuarp Gorre Esquire ;

Joun Harris Esquire, '] Justices of
Wirriam Stacy Esquire, and ¢ the Borough
Taomas Suares Esquire; J of Abingdon.

Resolved.
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The condition of the Female Wards in previous years had
allowed of an accumulation of Patients in them who needed
especial care; but in the early part of the past year the
attention of the Committee was called to the number of

decrepid and paralytic Women, who were reduced to u state
worse than ldiocy, and for whom an Infirmary Ward had been

appropriated. With reference to these Patients the Commis-
sioners in Lunacy, on visiting the Asylum, recorded a minute
that ;—‘“ A considerable number of the Inmates appear to be in
an infirm or feeble state of health, and upwards of twenty are
- at present in bed; but there is no serious disease prevailing in
the house, the general condition of which is not unhealthy.”
The condition so deseribed by the Commissioners was a pre-
vailing feature of the year; and the increased Mortality among
the Females arose from the debilitated condition of the Patients
of former years, and not from the deteriorated condition of
those admitted in the year 1852. The Mortality in 1852 of
Patients admitted in 1851, was greater than any previous
Mortality of Patients in the second year of their confinement.

The debilitated condition of Patients admitted to a Pauper
Asylum is frequently attributable to the cireumstance, that
- Disease was the cause of their Pauperism; and that they
made no appeal for Parochial relief until they were sunk to
- Pauperism.

It is a complaint that I would urge, if I could hope to do so
 with Dbenefit, that the Relieving Officer who brings a new
- Patient is very rarely enabled to give an account of his previous
~ condition or history.
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The crowded state of the Asylum has from time to time been
a source of anxiety.—The number of persons discharged as
recovered in the earlier months of the year, was unusually
small.—It became therefore, the more incumbent upon me to
recommend to the consideration of the Committee, for probation-
ary discharge, several Patients whose convalescence Jjustified
such a course, and it is satisfactory to reflect that of the
Patients so discharged for a month each upon trial, not one has
since been sent back to the Asylum. The enlargement of the
Asylum for the reception of the Patients from the County of
Berks was completed in the year 1849, for 271 Persons ;—and
the actual number within the walls since that period, as in-
dicated by the following statement, will evidence the fact of
the House having been crowded, namely :—

: n: The
Pat:f:‘;fuﬁ'the HE‘EFTH Increase. .t'i.LTerage. Increase.
In the year 1849 297 270
i 1850 339 42 315 45
A 1851 357 18 343 28
e 1852 385 28 367 24

The highest numbers in the Asylum in the year 1852 were
173 Males, and 212 Females. The enlargement of the Buildings
now in progress, and nearly completed, will extend the accom-
modation so as to enable the Asylum conveniently to receive
152 Males and 223 Females; being a total of 375 Patients.
This will not long supply the demand of the two Counties, as
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their population increases, and if moreover the accounts which
reach me be true of their being in Parishes Idiots who are unfit
to be at large; Epileptics unable to pr-:}_tect'themsﬂws; and
Persons under unmanageable illness whose friends are at present
unwilling that they should be sent to a Public Institution.

The further accommodation then, which either is, or at no
distant period will be requisite, is not confined to Day Wards,
or Dormitories: but the Exercise Grounds severally for the
Sick, violent, and helpless Putients ;—Industrial Offices for
those who can follow a useful employment ;—a better supply of
water ;—additional Rooms for the Housekeeper’s and Steward’s
Stores ;—and a larger Chapel, with better means of classification
in it,—will respectively claim the attention of the Committee.

The Population Table published in the spring of last year
from the census of 1851, has enabled mo to arrive at this result ;
that, with the exception of the County of Surrey (whose Asylum
has lately been much enlarged) no County Asylum has accom-
modated so large a number of Patients as does this, in comparison
with the Population of the District for which it was founded.—
And the numbers in the Surrey Asylum afford an example of

what may occur in this.

The population of the County of Surrey in 1851 was 683,082,
The Asylum contained at Midsummer 1852, 882 Patients; or
one Pauper Lunatic to 776 members of its whoele population.
The population of the Counties of Oxford and Berks (exelusive
of the Borough of Newbury) was in 1851, 333,954. The
Asylum contained at Midsummer 1852, 382 Patients; or one
Pauper Lunatic to 874 members of the entire population, The






compared with the remaining population. A feature impressed
by its Founders on this (the Littlemore) Asylum places it in
peculiar contrast with some others. It was considered that the
Inmates of a small Asylum (which invited especially the * recently
attacked with Insanity,” “ the curable,” and the ‘ dangerous”)
could not offer the variety and ability of able-bodied Lunaties to
make & Farm and various industrial ocenpations, remunerative ;
and that the cost of labor which made the Maintenance rate low
must be paid for in another, and not so legitimate a form :—
aceordingly a prineiple of Economy was adopted—not dispar-
aging to other Institutions,—but for its self-management, that
the Asylum being public, and having no private endowments,
should make its entire and actual charge for Maintenance and
Management direct upon the Parishes. In carrying this out
there is probably no detail which may not be fairly challenged.
The Maintenance charge of this Asylam averages fairly with
other Asylums; being lower than that of some neighbouring
Countiés, but higher than that of others ; and, where so higher,
the reason would be found, upon examination, to be that certain
expenses charged in other Counties to the capital fund, are, in
this Asylum, assessed as a part of the current Maintenance
Account. And it is believed to be more legal, and more just to
the Rate Payers that it should be so.

Amongst the Patients admitted in the past year, there have
been seven from the Gaols of Oxford, Abingdon, and Reading,
making « total of eleven Criminal Lunatics in my charge in the
course of the year. Of these, three were recommended to the
Secretary of State for removal, as being recovered ; and were
- removed, accordingly, and sent back to Prison. One has been
discharged with a free pardon. One of the remaining number
is chargeable to a Parish in the County of Surrey.
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Account of the 32 Mule and 14 Female Patients Discharged in 1852,

MALE.

FEMALE.

Duration of Insanity.

Duration of Insanity.

AGE. ; AGE. :
Prior to Subsequent to Prior to Subsequent to
Admission. | Admission. Admission. | Admission.
24 a few days 43 months 28 a few days 7 weeks
27 s L 49 “ 6 months
30 g 4F ¢ 46 1 week 2 years
30 LT 5 St 39 2 weeks 13 ¢
33 £ ) 33 1 month 21 months
35 s 3t 32 6 weeks Ak
58 ke D o H 30 3 months 8 .
59 £i 2 (11 33 ii 22 i
26 l week 9 L 62 o R
48 i 4 £ 80 1} years | not improved
23 2 weeks 6 = 55 Bt | 10} months
18 3 weeks o s 54 Tl 3} years
26 L 5% ] 54 g (1] Si bk
52 £t 24 vears [ at inter- 1
28 I month 5% months | 43 |4 vals from 1 "o
33 i Bt e Lcluldhandj
43 ié 91] 1
49 t 38
438 7 weeks 1 year
21 2 months 6 months
32 4 1 vear
18 3 months =
19 66 : 10 ¢
21 o not improved
61 £ 1§ years
24 4 months 9¢ months
49 | 5 months 1 ;f_ ears
29 | 8 months
58 g l{} months
47 1 year Bisar 4
21 uncertain 1] S
114 ]{}é (1

&0

= =
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REGEIPTS AND P’AYMENTS

ACCOUNT

OF THE-

BY THE TREASURER
For the Year endzng 3lst Dem:mﬁer 1852

[AS PREPARED BY THE HOUSE _S'I{EWAB‘.D AND CLEKK OF
THE ASYLUM.}.

(1.)

Carried forward

| REG}-EI'PTS.-;

;i 4 £85s pdc] £i s | d.
alance with Treasurer, br-::m ht AR : ;
from last year’s Accuunt 4 } 1Posh 14 1
Cash in the Hands of House ' 500 7| 4
Steward ditto } - )
1. From SavrE or | : '
Produce of Garden (exn}
clusive of consumption in 5 12 ¢ 9
the House) - ' e |
A Horse (lamed) | 5120 |-k
Live Stock 50 14 | 0]
Kitchen Stuff : 86| 13 | 8 |:
Lace made by Patients 0 3| 4}
Old Stores i 1} 15 L e
L ' 2104 19| &
2. MAINTENANCE AccounT. -
Of Paupers
From Um-:ms and | Parishes
In the united Cuuntlﬂs and
Towns % :
Abingdon Union 4961 13| 6
Banbury Union & Boroughf 523 18 | 4
Bicester Union 204115 | 2
Bradfield Union = 348 2| 2
Chipping Norton Union | 387| 14 | 10
Cookham Union 357 =1 £ 10
Easthampstead Union 42 8 8
Faringdon Union 201 9| 6
Headington Union 546 5| 10
Henley Union 319 +6 | 4
Hungerford Union 232 12 | 8
Newbury Union 4401 12 | O
Oxford City 583 3 | 4.
Reading Union 4011 12 | 4
5085 15 | 4 J2237) 0] 10
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