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Resolved that the following
REPORT*
of the SUPERINTENDENT be printed and circulated.

To THE COoMMITTEE OF VISITORS.
My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,

The most remarkable feature of the
year 1857, as regards this Asylum, was the great
number of Patients sent to it ; amounting to 20
per cent more than the highest number received
in any former year ; or 36 per cent more than the
usual average. The admissions were of 70 men
and 83 women, total 153. Of these the re-
admissions were of 25 persons who had been in the
Asylum at some time previously. As 23 had
under similar ecircumstances been re-admitted in
1856 the slight increase of re-admissions does not
explain the’great total of admissions for the year.

In the month of August the number of Patients

* RuLe 25—[of the General Rules of the Asylum.] The Superintendent shall sub-
mit to the Commiitee of Visitors, at their first Meeting after the Oxfordshire Epiphany
Quarter Sessions annually, a Report in writing, of the general condition of the Asylum,
and the number and character of the Patients ; distinguishing the numbers who have
been received and discharged as cured ; the number of re-admissions ; the number em-
ployed, and in what manuer ; the deaths which have occurred in the preceding year,
and also the total number of discharges, cures, and deaths since the opening of the
Institution, and epecifying the sexes in each statement : with such other facts as the
Superintendent may think desirable, or which the Visitors may have suggested.
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Cartilage the glass was guided by the firm texture
of the Larynx until passing behind it the Pharynx
was opened. It was from that wound that the air
escaped while she was talking ; from it also, at
least one half, of the liquid food given, escaped.
she was exhausted and quiet until eight o’clock in
the morning, when fits again recurred with vio-
lence, [and great discoloration]. She was still
maniacal, and happy in approaching death. The
distortion by the fits had made it manifest that
applications to the wound would be of no avail.
She passed a restless night and the confinement of
her hands became necessary. Her treatment at
this time consisted in the apposition of the parts
by position on the double inclined Plane, [known
as Earle’s bed]. On the 12th being the morning of
the third day, she had less faith in approaching
death, and became more determinedly suicidal
Her violence and the liability to the recurrence of
fits made it necessary that many Nurses should be
constant in attendance. Five Nurses were [under
the occurence of a fit and paroxysm of violence]
nefficient ; and she succeeded in lacerating the
wound [it is believed the Pharynx] with her
fingers. The trusting to the management of the






from the 11th of July. The suicidal intention
was still manifested and talked of. She was not
allowed to get up until the 17th of July ; and the
restraint was continued at night until the 27th
of July. Subsequently to this date the Patient’s
Wound in the throat was healed. She continues
in the Asylum.

The use of Mechanical Restraint as a Surgical
appliance is an acknowledged necessity ; it may
appear that the detail given in the above case, is
unnecessarily reported. The case was itself a
difficulty ; and the adoption, on emergency, of
of suitable and sufficient control, over maniacal
ingenuity and determination, and Epileptic par-
oxysm in an Establishment which boasts that it has
never possessed a strait waist-coat, and professes
to treat Insanity by non-restraint ; is so unusual
as to need exposition both for the satisfaction of the
managing Committee, and for the many officers
who are now engaged in the same system of Asylum
management.

The other accidents from KEpilepsy to which
I have alluded were all amongst the Female Pa-
tients and consisted of three broken arms, a
broken collar bone and an unfrequent dislocation
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Asylum is in accordance with that of the Super-
intendent of the Asylum for the County of Kent ;
believing that I have noticed changes in the condi-
tion of the Patients treated in the more modern
Asylums which will account for an apparent fal-
ling off in the management. I think I may fairly
notice the subject in my Report to this Commit-
tee. It is too recent to be forgotten that the
older Asylums were complained of as being full
of Patients, of whom a large proportion had be-
come Chronic within their wards ; and they could
not receive the cases which the Parishes desired
to send. The Asylums complained that the Par-
ishes, when opportunity offered, sent to them
Patients to die ; and appealed against the sending
of dirty, and dying Patients ; the object of the
Asylum being Cure. The modern County Asy-
lums have been built of such size as to make it
unnecessary that these complaints and appeals
should be used. The excessive Mortality, that
has attended the opening of some of these Asy-
lums, has proved the need of their hospital care ;
and the use, that has been made of them. The
character of the Patients received into the Asy-
lums which have not felt, or have thrown off,
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the pressure which limited the number of admis-
sions ; is different from that of the Inmates of
Asylums of an older date. It may be fair to
speak of the dirty habit of an Idiot or of a Patient
that is convalescent and gaining strength from the
virulence of a recent attack, or relapse. As regards
the condition of the Epileptic, the Paralytic, and
the debilitated from recent attack, or declining
strength, the word habit is misapplied ; the treat-
ment, of a habit, is inapplicable ; The instructing
the attendants to treat Patients of dirty habits in
such a manner as to force cleanliness on them, is
inviting severity which will, probably, be not
very discriminating ; is likely to be most severe
on persons really helpless ; and to be reflected on,
as Cruel. Since the system of treatment, which
has been termed the humane method, has received
the sanction of public approbation, it has become
necessary that forbearance shall be practised to-
wards the helpless, as well as towards the violent.
It is quite probable that the relief and economy of
sending to the Asylum so much, that is as un-
wholesome as uncleanly while at home ; is amongst
the reasons why the Parishes, practically, approve
of these somewhat costly establishments. It has
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ACCOUNT

OF THE

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

BY THE TREASURER,

For the Year ending 31st December 1857.

L m———

RECEIPTS.

Balance of last year’s account ; }
inthe Treasurer’s hands

Ditto in the House Steward’s
hands }

1. FroM SALE oF ;—

Produce of Garden, (ex-
clusive of consumption
in the House)

Live stock (ditto)

Kitehen Stuff

9, MAINTENANCE ACCOUNTS,
Of Paupers
From Unions and Parishes|
(1) In the United Counties and|
Towns
Abingdon Union
Banbury Union
Bicester Union
Brackley Union
Bradfield Union
Chipping Norton
Cookham Union
Easthampstead Union
Faringdon Union
Headington Union
Henley Union
Hungerford Union
Newbury Union
Oxford
Reading Union
Thame Union
Wallingford Union
Wantage Union
WindeorUnion
Witney Union
Wokingham Union

Carried forward

£ leeed dol £} o d

1253| 11 | 1

110{ 16 | 4
6| 16 9
1520 0| 0
105 12 1

264, 8 | 10
761 14 2
630! 15 9
450! 10 4
12| 14 | 10
474 10 2
507 14 '
4611 15 5
107, 19 8
376 2 B
679 19 9
*703| 11 b
540 4 9
558 7 5
674, 6 -, |
786 2| 2
239, 4 | 10
672 15 9
470 0 6
509, 9| 11
760 16 9
679 0O 4

11147 17 5 11628] 16 3

* The Sums thus marked include arrears of 1856.











































