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LITTLEMORE ASYLUM.

[comprising an union of the Counties of Oxford and Berks, the
City of Owford, and the Boroughs of Abingdon and Reading,
Sor the maintenance of their Pauper Lunatics.]

At the Monthly Meeting of the Committee of Visitors of
the Paurer Lunatic Asyrum at LirTLEMORE, OXFORD-
SHIRE, held at the Asylum on Wednesday the 929nd day
of December 1852—

PRESENT

Huecn Hamersrey Esquire, Vice-Chairman, Justices

and of
Hexry Epwarp Frawcis Lamsert Esquire, | Oxfordshire.

=
Sir RoBerT GEORGE THROCKMORTON Baronet,

Hexry Privie Powys Esquire,

Josepn ArnNourp Esquire, M.D. Justices

Epmunp Currie Esquire, ok

Epwarp Turr Esquire, = igare.
and

Wirtriam Morranp Esquire,

Wirriam THoORP Esquire, A Justices of
and > the City

Georce Hexry Warsurtow Esquire, ) of Oxford.
and

Epwarp MickrLem Esquire, Justices of
and the Borough

Epwarp Hopees Esquire, of Reading,
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Up to this date in the present year, 27 Males and 13
Females have been discharged cured, and 19 Malea. and 23
Females have died.—The age of the oldest of the deceased
Persons was 78, and the youngest 19 years; and the average

age of the whole number was 49 years,

The number of Patients admitted éince thle m..‘:-m-meﬁt-:em-entl
of the year has been 106* (of which number 57 were Males
and 49 Female Patients ; and of whom 6 Males and 5 Females
had previously been confined in this Asylum.) The greatest
number of Patients in the Asy]ﬁm at any one time in the
year 1851, was 353; whilst in the present year such greatest
number has been 382.—An aqﬁassinn of Patients then, beyond
the number for which the House was built, has led to some
inconvenience; but this will be obviated in the Spring of
the ensuing year, when the exte:nsmn of twn of the nga
of the Asylum and its enlargEmﬂnt and additional accoms

modation in other respects, (duly sanctioned, as will be re=

* Namely—
Oxfordshire Patients = .. s aw oo 42
Berkshire ditto .. 22 oe o 45
Oxford City ditto .. 5 Ereds e 18~
Abingdon ditto .. " "e s 5
e RentnE aitle * ve - e - owe . Ee e T

“ToTal Y08
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membered, by the several Bodies in union,) will be completed
for occupation, The Contract with Mr. Castle, the Builder,
amounted to £2997 9s. 6d. ; towards which sum he has already
been paid £2350.—The amount of this Contract however; will
unavoidably be exceeded by £550 in effecting an improvement
well worth that expenditure, in building out Recesses to contain
the Staircases in the mew Wings, whereby additional rooms
Br Dioat will be gafn'eﬂ; and the requisite Bath Rooms
will be added for these Wards within the ares of the
Recesses ;—they being also usefully adapted for Ventilating
Shafls, and Water Tanké.—And (He expense of extendifg
the Warming and Ventilating Apparatus to the new Wings,
and then of furnishing them, will s0 add fo thé sum at presént
voted ﬁy the several Bodies in union that it will become
necessary next year to apply to them for a further vote of
money,—probably £1500 in the aggregate.

The subject of the unfitness of the Asylum to receive
Criminal Lunatics, having pressed itself upon the attention
of the Committee, they, at the commencement of the last
Session of Parliament, presented, through the medium of their
Chairman, a Petition to the House of Commons on the subject ;
and it may be useful heré to embody the allegations and

Prayer of that Document :—
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“ That there are now in confinement in this Asylum four
Patients who were, up to the days of their admission, Prisoners
in Gaols within the County of Oxford or of Berks, under sentences
for Criminal Offences of various degrees, who, having become
insane whilst undergoing such sentences, were transferred, by
a provision of the Statute Law, to this Asylum, by Warrant
under the hand and seal of the Secretary of State of the Home
Department.

“ That this Asylum was not originally built and is not adapted
for the charge of this class of Patients, commonly known as
¢ Criminal Lunatics;’ and that, practically, the care of them is
found to interfere with the diseipline and order of the Establish-
ment.—And your Petitioners are of opinion that, with reference
not only to this Institution, but to similar Institutions in the
Country at large, it is important that a Building should be pro-
vided, under proper management, for the sole and exclusive

custody of the class of Patients in question.,

“ Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray your Honorable
House to take the matter into your consideration, and to pass
a Law in the present session of Parliament for providing,—
at the National expense,—in such convenient locality as maj,;
be determined upon,—an Asylum for the custody and care of

Criminal Lunaties.””

No Legislation has yet taken place upon this subject; but

it 18 believed that it has been under the consideration of sue-
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always endeavoured to ascertain (as far as I could) that they understood
the nature and purport of that Holy Ordinance,

It has been my custom to read Prayers to the sick Patients two or
three times weekly throughout the year, and I have every reason to
believe that my ministerial visits have been the means of affording them
consolation ; and some of them have said to me, that they thought they
slept better on those nights, when I had visited them during the day.

Of this I feel convinced, that the Insane are capable of deriving
much more comfort from the Religious Services in Chapel, and private
Prayers in the Wards, than is generally supposed by those who are
unacquainted with the different forms which insanity assumes.

Some who are full of delusions on a variety of subjects, are still
sufficiently rational to attend, with all becoming seriousness, to their

religious duties.

There are again others, who only have their periodical attacks, but in
their lucid intervals are as well able to join in the Church Service, and
| understand the Sermon, as any of a similar grade in our agricultural
districts. And, even in the worst cases, let us cherish the pleasing
thought and hope, that the Almighty, through the ministration of His
Holy Word, affords the afflicted Persons some inward consolation,
although they may not be able to inform any one of it.

But I would here observe, that, be the Chaplain of an Asylum ever
g0 cauntious, it is impossible to prevent the Patients applying certain

passages, either in the Prayers or Sermon, to themselves, For example,












