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Resolved that the following

REPORT *
of the SUPERINTENDENT be printed and circulated.
To THE COMMITTEE OF VISITORS.
My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,

The termination of the year 1856 did
not maintain the hope expressed at the beginning
of it ; that the time had arrived when a more
equal balance might be maintained between the
admissions of Patients and their discharges. The
number of Insane Inmates of the Asylum again
increased. The admissions which were 102 in
- 1855 were 119 in 1856. The discharges, from all
- causes, which had been 98 were in 1856 no more
 than 91. Leaving an apparent increase of 28
persons. They were not all however resident in
the Asylum at the same time. The highest
number resident on any day in the year showed

- * RuLe 25—[of the General Rules of the Asylum.] The Superintendent shall sub-

. mit to the Commiltee of Visitors, at their first Meeting after the Oxfordshire Epiphany

" Quarter Sessions annually, a Report in writing, of the general condition of the Asylum,
and the number and character of the Patients ; distinguishing the numbers who have
been received and discharged as cured ; the number of re-admissions ; the number em-
~ ploved, and in what manner ; the deaths which have oceurred in the preceding year,

~  and alsu the total number of discharges, cures, and deaths since the uvpening of the

Institution, and specifying the sexes in each statement : with such other facts as the
" Superintendent may think desirable, or which the Visitors may have sugrested.






It has happened within the year that a Female
Patient was discharged whose Parish, the settle-

- ment being gained by marriage,—was at a great
 distance from her husband’s residence or her own

friends. She refused to return with the Officer

who came for her, and accepted of casual assist-
ance to go to her husband.

The health of the Asylum was unusually good

' in the earlier months ; the mortality on the year

was as low as 74 per cent. of the whole number
resident. The discharges on recovery, being

- equal to 40 per cent. on the number admitted,

. maintained the usual average.

Of three Coroner’s Inquests, two were held on
the bodies of Patients who had died of apoplexy,
the third was on a Female Patient who had com-

" mitted suicide by hanging. She had by some
~ unknown means possessed herself of a cord, which
~ had been in use as a sling by which the workmen
~ throw their basket of tools over their shoulders.
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~ It is not known how she ever had access to the

means of getting such a weapon. The number of
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workmen employed has been great in all parts of






Attendants. It would be unjust to them not to
mention the high praise they have received from
competent judges.

All the accommodation intended to be given by
the new Buildings and Works is not yet perfect.
Additional space was, however, afforded from the
commencement of the year. On the Female
side of the Asylum it was much needed; and,
subsequently to the occupation of the new Wards,
it has been already noticed, that the bedroom
accommodation is small for the large number of
women. On the Male side of the Asylum, the
opening of the new Infirmary Ward, enabled me
to commence an innovation which excited the
special attention of the Committee of Visitors; not
simply as a check on what was uncustomary or
untried ; but to receive expressions of anxiety for
its success, and warm approbation of the effort.
It was in the adoption of a system of Female
Nursing for the sick Male Patients. The Infirm-
aries of this Asylum are more roomy than is, I
believe, usual. They receive all the incoming
~ Patients, and generally retain for the whole term
of residence all those who are likely to recover, or
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to need continued hospital treatment; they, also,
receive all the sick and failing from other wards.
They consist of a Paralytic Infirmary, a Simple
Infirmary, a Convalescent Ward, and at right
angles to these a Probation or Admission Infirmary.
Female Nurses take charge of the line of building
constituting, on the first floor, the three former
wards; the fourth is in charge of Male Attendants,
it is occupied by the patients whose characters
are, by recency of admission, unknown; and by
Patients, whose conduct and violence in sickness,
require that they should be placed in it. As the
Female Nurses gain confidence they extend a will-
ing assistance to the inmates of that ward.

There is now engaged a staff of six Female
Nurses, of whom one is in rotation absent, for her
own house duties, one day in each week. A
similar rotation of absence is allowed on Sundays.
They are mostly married women who reside in
the neighbourhood. None but Male Attendants
sleep in the Male Wards; the night-duties are
performed by men; and the Male Attendants take |
the ordinary duties of the bath and the razor. The
Head-Male Attendant has especial charge of the.




Infirmaries and the most recently admitted
Patients. His presence in the Infirmaries eon-
tributes to the maintenance of prompt submission
~on the part of all the Patients; but it has been
- seldom requisite that he should interfere. The
~ system has been eight months at work. As yet it
progresses with a growing satisfaction; and is a
success. It has not been productive of an increase
of expense. The general management of the
‘Asylum has not varied from the system of forbear-
ance, which has been efficient in former years.

It appears to gain an increasing confidence, and
- willingness, on the part of Patients to bear and
forbear towards each other. When, therefore, it
is reported, as has again been the case of a very
large County Asylum, that the non-restraint
system has been unequal to the management of all
its Patients; the success of the system of forbear-
ance here becomes an object of congratulatory
report. The visitors have seen, from time to
time, instances of violent and unruly dispositions
of Patients; they have also known of great per-
sistence in threatening violence; and, in some
degree, of the anxicties which have occasionally
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ruled the house for a period. The greatest diffi-
culties are of unfrequent occurrence, we can have
no foresight of the form or occasion of their recur-
rence; it is enough therefore to report their
continued non-existence, and confidence in the
forbearing habit of all parties in the Asylum.

The alterations which have been in progress
throughout the year, are now so far advanced that
the contractors have little on their hands. Much,
however, remains to be done, which will need the
consideration of the Visitors. Contractors for the
buildings are not expected to leave their work in
a finished state for the peculiar requirements of an
Asylum. The sufficiency of the Kitchen and
Laundry apparatus, and the completion of the
more extensive airing Courts will call for their
attention. The condition of the Locks, and other
objects of repairs will also be brought to their
notice.

I have the honor to be
My Lords and Gentlemen,
Yours’ most respectfully and obediently, |:

WILLIAM LEY, |

Littlemore, Superintendent. -
January 28th, 1857.




APPENDIX.

Summary of Patients for 1856.

M. F. T,
Remaining in the Asylum, December 31, 1855.| 1656 | 248 | 413
Admitted in the year 1856.......... nsawaal 09 60 | 119
Tﬂtal ---------- g A FE gramaw L] 22* 3GE 532
Absent on leave, December 31, 1855, and
subsequently discharged..e.v0ees..] 1 1
Discharged—
On Recovery. .......... A e iy 19 28 47
I R R POl S LA i abidn s 2 2
gk Balevad, oo e e, 1 1
Absent on trial, ............ i ¢ A 1 1
hed ey A e e SN 22 18 40
4y T SRR R S SR e R 42 49 91
Remaining in Asylum, December 31, 1856....| 182 | 259 | 441
Re admissions—
Within 12 meithn., oe. ool didali, 2 2 4
After longer absence ......co00ui.innnn 12 7 19
Admissions—
By removal from other Asylums .......... 7 3 10
Having been discharged from other Asylums| 3 5 8
By order of the Secretary of State........| 3 1 4
The highest number of Patients were—
Of Males, October13,............ SR 191
Of Females, August 27,...... E b gt 267
On a day’s List, October 22....... 2 LRy 453
The lowest number of Patients were—
Of Males, Jasmary 16. .0 cla a0 vl e 165
Of Females, March 6 ..... .. e e s 244
On a day's List, January L. .......i00n. 4. 414
The daily numbers on the average of the whole
Yeal. | v.is e S e RO e bl R R S B
The increase on the average numbers ........| 9 9 18
Highest numbers, ...t .. iieivanious 12 12 24
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