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LITTLEMORE ASYLUM.

[comprising an union of the Counties of Oxford and Berks, the
City of Oxford, and the Boroughs of Abingdon and Reading,

for the maintenance of their Pauper Lunatics. ]

At the Monthly Meeting of the Committee of Visitors of
the Pavrer Luxatic AsyLuwm at LitrLemore, OxrorD-
smirE, held at the Asylum on Wednesday the 27th day
of December 1848

PRESENT

Joserrn Warwver Henvey Esquire, M.P. Chairman,
GEORGE GRANVILLE HarcourT Esquire M.P.

The Reverend Purvie Wyxnter D.D.

The Reverend Ricuarp Hariverony D.D.

Huen HamersLey Esquire

Epmunp Currie Esquire

Joseru Arvovrp Esquire M.D.

The Mavor of Oxrorp (WiLrram Tnorr Esquire,) and

Tromas Marram Esquire ;

The' Committee agreed to the following
REPORT

to be presented respectively to the ensuing Courts of Quarter
Sessions of the Counties of Oxford and Berks, to the next
Meetings of the Councils of the City of Oxford and Borough of
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Reading, and to the ensuing Quarter Sessions of the Borough
of Abingdon.

The variations in the constitution of the Asylum, and the
additions made to the Establishment since the commencement
of the year 1848, may be thus succinetly stated: An Agree-
ment for uniting the Borough of Reading was completed in
April last; thus effecting the entire junction of the two Counties
of Oxford and Berks and the several Corporate Places within
them. And the additions to the Asylum consist in a Residence
for the Chaplain, and the building of a new Wing at either end of
the original House for the reception of the Berkshire Patients ;
also the enlargement of the Chapel, Kitchen and Laundry
respectively, and additional Fittings and appointments in the
two latter Offices; also Rooms for the Head Laundress; and
the building of a large Oven in a Room adjacent to the Kitchen_
And, in addition to these Works, it is in contemplation to build
a Pantry in a recess at the back of the Kitchen; to inclose
for a Drying Yard a space of Ground about a hundred feet
deep behind the Wash-house; and to build some Workshops
for Artificers, to be turned to the account of the Asylum ; and
also to build the Pigsties on a new spot,—it being necesémy to

take down the present ones in inclosing the Drying Yard.

The Chaplain’s Residence is a detached House, on a piece of
Land of an aere and a quarter, adjoining the Grounds of the

Asylum, and was purchased by the Committee for the purpose ;
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and it has cost, with the improvements and inclusive of the
Land, (about four fitths of which is added to the Grounds of the
Asylum,) the sum of £1057. Then the sum paid since the
beginning of this year in respect of the other new Buildings
and Works has amounted to £7865 2s. 2d. There has been
expended up to this time in building and furnishing the
Asylum the sum of £38,208 2s. 2d. [exclusive, of course, of

interest on the money bnrrt}wed.]

The several Bodies in union have this year repaid a thirtieth

annual Quota of the Capital expenditure.

In the month of February last certain disclosures were made
with respect to the Architects, the Clerk of the Works, and the
Builders of the new South or Female Wing; which (after
consulting a disinterested Architect from London,) resulted in
the retirement of the Architects, and the dismissal of the Clerk
of the Works. And, the Builders having been suspended till
the appointment of a new Architect, the Works were resumed
under the same Contract and have ever since been conducted
satisfactorily. This Inquiry too, led to information of im-
perfect Work in portions of the original Buildings by the
same Parties as Contractors, whose behaviour was now being
impugned in their character of Architects of the new Buildings.
And the dispute thus occasioned is still unsettled : Whilst the
propriety of the Architects’ Bill of Charges for Business up
to the time of their retirement, is about to be referred to

arbitration.
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““ appears to be never, the latter to be sparingly used.
The condition of the House is at present not unhealthy ;
although a considerable number of the Patients are
suffering under ailments of long standing, or otherwise
in a feeble state of body and are therefore placed in the
Infirmaries. The Medieal Officer informs us also that
many of the Patients when received are labouring under
Fever, Consumption, &e.; or that other severe bodily
disease accompanies the mental disorder and frequently

proves fatal.

“ Since the visit of the Commissioners not quite a
year ago, 156 new Patients have been admitted, of
whom upwards of 50 were Berkshire Patients transfer-
red from Private Asylums. During the same period 26
Patients have been discharged recovered; one is now
out with friends on trial, and 29 have died. The more
prominent causes of death have been in these cases

Phthisis, Disease of the Brain, and Heart-disease.

‘¢ As many as one half of the Patients of each Sex are
pretty regularly employed in various oecupations suited
to their strength and previous habits ;—the Males
chiefly in gardening and field-labour ;—the Females in

household-work and at their needle.

‘“ The clothing and hedding*ﬂf the Patients are clean,

warm, and in all respects good.



“ The different galleries and sleeping rooms are well
aired, clean and perfectly sweet; and they are also
comfortably warm. Several of the Galleries and one of
the Dormitories (in which not less than forty-two bed-
steads are now placed) are at present very inconveniently
crowded. It is to be hoped that the new Bnildings,
which we have seen and which are now nearly ready
for occupation, will relieve this pressure and enable the
Superintendent to dispense with the use of the Galleries

as Dormitories.

“ No change has recently been made in the Dietary.
The quality of the provisions (which we have examined)
is very good, and the allowance seems to be ample; and
upon that point we heard no complaint.

 Altogether the Asylum is in a very satisfactory and

ereditable condition.”

To this testimony of the Commissioners the Visitors feel it to

be due to add that the management and conduct of the several

Officers, Attendants, and Servants of the Establishment have

been entirely satisfactory; and that, owing to the attention

bestowed, the Patients have not suffered inconvenience from

the fact of building works being for many months in hand on

three sides of the House.

The Annual Report of the Chaplain is appended to this.

On behalf of the Committee of Visitors.
" J. W. HENLEY, Chairman.

Litltlemore, December 27th 1848,



APPENDIX.
To the Committee of Visitors of the Littlemore Asylum.

(G ENTLEMEN,

During the past year I have continued to discharge the duties which
have been described by me in my former Reports.—In addition to the
performance of the Sunday and Weekday Services, I have visited the
wards daily, and I find as a general thing, that the Patients like to see
me among them, the greater part of them always treating me with
affectionate respect.—In conversing with them, I always avoid saying
anything likely to excite ; endeavouring to promote cheerful conversation,

occasionally giving it a religious turn,

There are at present in the Asylum, 234 Patients, (117 Males and
117 Females). Out of this number about 50 or 60 Males, and 70 or 80
Females are in the habit of attending Chapel when sufficiently well,

The Patients attend the Services with such regularity, and are so
well condueted during the time they are present, that the Chapel affords

the delightful sight of an attentive, worshipping congregation.

It is of very rare occurrence that any interruption of the Service takes
place, except now and then occasioned by the removal of the epileptic
patients in fits, and then they are removed so quickly, and quietly, as

scarcely to cause any disturbance,

I entertain no doubt that very many of the Patients join with
unfeigned sincerity in the Church Prayers ; and the observations
which are very frequently made by them to me in the week, prove
that they listen to the Prayers and Sermon, with serious attention,

as well as with profit.

‘With reference to my addresses to them, I may remark, that my Ser-

mons rarvely exceed a quarter of an hour in length, and they are such












