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To HER MAJESTY’S JUSTICES or ™r PEACE ror
THE County oF MipDLESEX IN GENERAL QUARTER
SEssION ASSEMBLED.

The TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT of the Com-~
mittee of Visitors of the Lunatic Asylum, for
the County of Middlesex, situate at Hanwell

Tre Committee, at the termination of another year, have
again the gratification to be able to report to the Court that
the health and condition of the Patients under their care
has been very satisfactory, and that every class of Officers
(with some few exceptions amongst the Male and Female
Attendants) are deserving of much commendation for the
manner in which they have performed their onerous and
responsible duties.

While the Male side has been free from any disease of a
contagious nature, the Female side has been less fortunate,
one patient having been attacked with scarlet fever, which,
added to a serious complication of other bodily disorders,
resulted in her death a few days after the commencement
of the attack.

At different periods of the year, also, a House Servant
was attacked with Smallpox, a Laundry Maid with Typhoid
Fever, and a Nurse with Scarlet Fever—happily, however,

the efforts made in each case to prevent the spread of these
B 2
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diseases were successful, and each of these persons have
recovered and returned to their duties.

The number of Patients in the Asylum on the 31st
December, 1869, was 1698, of whom 617 were Males, and

10681 Females.

At the same period in 1870, the number was 1785, of
whom 661 were Males, and 1124 Females.

In 1869 the numbers admitted were 821, of whom 160
were Males, and 161 Females, of these, 12 Males, and
13 Females, were cases of re-admission.

In 1870 the numbers admitted were 423, of whom 207
were Males, and 216 were Females, nf‘thesﬂ 10 Males
and 21 Females were re-admissions,

The number discharged recovered in 1869 was 95, of
whom 37 were Males, and 58 Females.

In 1870 the number was 117, of whom 48 were Males
and 69 were Females.

To the care of friends and to other Asylums, there were
discharged 27 Patients in 1869, and 33 in 1870, of whom
to their friends were 3 in 1869, and 11 in 1870, to other
Asylums 24 in 1869, and 22 in 1870 ; also 2 Male Patients
at the request of Consuls for removal abroad. A Male
Patient chargeable to the parish of Paddington, admitted
on the 2nd April, was discharged on the 9th of May, and
a Female Patient chargeable to the parish of Chelsea,
admitted on the 25th of March, was discharged on the 31st
of March. Neither of these Patients evidenced the least
insanity during the time they were at the Asylum,
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There died in 1869—175 Patients, of whom 76 were
Males, and 99 Females,

In 1870—182 Patients, 91 Males, and 91 Females.

One Female Patient committed suicide, the particulars of
which will be found in the Report of the Medical Superin-
tendent.

This case was fully inquired into at the time by the
Coroner and by the Comuwittee, to neither of whom it
appeared that blame could in any way be attributable to
the Attendants.

In the Month of April, the Commissioners in Lunacy
directed the following letter to be addressed to the Clerk
to which the Committee desire to draw the attention of the
Court, as it has reference to a fracture of the ribs sustained
by a Patient under somewhat peculiar circumstances.

“ Office of Commissioners in Lunacy,
“ 19, Whitehall Place, S.W.
a “4 April, 1870.
1 IR,
‘““ The attention of the Board has this day been

“ specially directed to the circumstances attending the
“death of William Bird, a Male Patient at the Hanwell
* Asylum, on the 29th March, ult., and upon whose body
‘‘an Inquest was subsequently held.

“The Commissioners assume that the Committee of
“ Visitors will themselves issue a searching and further
‘““investigation in the matter, because it does not appear
“from the Report of the proceding in the newspaper that
“any of the Patients who were present in the ward at the
“time when the deceased is alleged to have fallen were
““examined by the Coroner.
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‘Their testimony would, however, seem to be most
“ esgential in determining whether the fracture of the ribs
“ could have been occasioned in the manner suggested.

“ The Commissioners request me to add that they will
¢ feel much obliged by a communication from the Committee
“of Visitors when their inquiry shall have been concluded.

“T am, Sir.
“ Your obedient Servant,
“(Signed) =~ CHARLES PALMER PHILLIPS,
Secretary.”
R. W. PartrinGE, Esq.,
Clerk to the Visitors of
Hanwell Asylum.

The following is a copy of the Minute of the Committee
of the 14th April, upon the subject referred to in the letter
of the Commissioners.

‘“ Read a letter from the Commissioners in Lunacy on the
‘““ subject of the death of Patient William Bird, as also the
“ Report of the House Committee thereon, and, Resolved
“ that the Clerk be directed to reply to this letter, giving
“ for the information of the Commissioners im Lunacy, the
““result of a special examination and enquiry made into the
“ facts of the case as follows, viz :(—

“That the Ward No. 14, in which William Bird was
“residing at the time of his death, is occupied principally by
“ Epileptics, Imbeciles. and by other Patients equally inca-
“ pable of giving evidence.

““That there are only three Patients, Cantis, Jones, and
“ Beeby, who have capacities to give evidence, and that
““ these Patients have been already examined by Dr. Begley,

)
|
:
1
.!
3
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“who ascertained that none of them witnessed the aceident,
“or were able to give any account of it.

“ That the Night Attendant Gale had observed during
¢ his rounds that the Patient had had a slight fit, and upon
“ going off duty in the morning not only recorded this fact
“upon a printed form, but verbally called the attention of
“the Day Attendant Staley to the circumstance.

““That there are 6 Attendants appropriated for duty in
‘““this. Ward, which contains 54 Patients; that is, one
“ Attendant for every nine Patients, a number stated by
“ Dr. Begley to be equal to, if not greater than the average
“ number of Attendants provided at other Asylums in
‘* England for Epileptic or Imbecile Patients.

“That the Attendants of the Ward were examined, with
“the view to ascertain the particular duties upon which
* each was engaged, and at what part of the Ward they
“ each were at the time of the accident, when it was found
“ that the whole of the 6 were then in the Ward, and all
“ occupied in their respective duties and at parts of the
“Ward from which none of them could see the accident
“ take place.

‘In order to obtain the most accurate information on this
“ point, the House Committee visited the Ward, and saw it
“arranged, and the Attendants placed as they were
‘ severally occupied atthe time of theaccident ; and they were
“ entirely of opinion that the Patient had been sitting on
“the sofa near the fire, and fell forward in a fit, striking
““the left side of his body against the foot-board of a heavy
“ Invalid Chair upon castors, kept for the use of helpless
¢ paralytic Patients, and which had been brought near the
 gofa for immediate use ; and that the accident might take
“ place without being seen at the time by an Attendant.
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“Tt further appears to have been discovered by Dr.
¢ Hawkes upon the post mortem examination, that the ribs
““ of this Patient were unusually thin and britile ; a small
< portion of them were shown by Dr. Hawkes to the House

« Committee which could easily have been broken (without =

« other force) between the finger and thumb.

“That under these circumstances, the Committee are
¢ confirmed in the opinion they have already expressed that
“ that the death of the Patient was entirely due to accident
“ and not to want of care, still less to misconduct, on the
“part of any of the Attendants.”

The Commissioners in Lunacy made their annual inspec-
tion of the Asylum in the month of November, and recorded
the result of their examination, conducted on the 7th, 8th,

and 9th of that month in an entry, copy of which will be
found in the Appendix,

The Medical Superintendents, in the early part of the
year, at the direction of the Committee, prepared lists of
those Patients whom they considered were fit cases for the
New District Metropolitan Asylums, and showing that 187

(of whom 79 were Males and 108 Females) might be
removed thereto.

Until very recently, the Committee have not pressed the
Parochial Authorities for the removal of these Patients
considering that sufficient time should be allowed them in
which to relieve the Wards of the Workhouses of Imbecile
Paupers. Within the lust month, however, application has
been made to the wvarious Boards of Guardians on the
subject, and the Committee look forward at no very distant
period, to the removal from this Asylum of the whole of
this class of Patients, thus creating a large number of
vacancies for recent and severe cases.

_1;
‘i
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It has been necessary since the conversion of the Brewery
into 2 Dormitories, to purchase the supply of Beer and
Porter for the Patients, and after more than one year’s trial
(this arrangement having proved to be more expensive, and
not so satisfactory as had been expected) the Committee
directed that plans and estimates for a new Brewery should
be prepared by the Engineer, which, having been laid before
the Court, the sum of £3,700 was granted for this object.

In the month of May last, an additional Assistant Medical
Officer was appointed to the Female side, the selection falling
(from amongst a number of candidates) upon Mr. Henry
Beaumont Pattinson, the Assistant Medical Officer at the
Cornwall County Asylum, Bodmin.

The Committee were induced to make this appointment,
not so much because they were of opinion that the Medical
Staff was insufficient, as that, by so doing, they might
provide against the serious inconvenience to which the
Asylum was annually exposed by the temporary appointment
of a Medical Gentleman to undertake the duties of each
Medical Officer while on leave of absence, and who had no
permanent interest in the service, and was possibly but
little acquainted with the duties to be discharged, by reason
of his having no previous practical knowledge of the treat-
ment of the insane.

The Committee have increased the salary of the Store-
keeper from £120 to £150 per annum, commencing from the
1st of January, inst., and they were induced to do this in
consideration of the very efficient manner in which he
continues to perform the responsible and increasing duties
of his Department.

They have, likewise, made some slight increase (in no
case exceeding £10) to the salaries of certain of the Female
Officers.
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The question of the wages paid to the Male Attendants,
and the supply of a uniform to the Female Attendants, has
occupied the attention of the Committee, and has resulted
in a small increase being made to the wages of the former
class, and the issue of a uniform, free of cost to the latter
to commence from Lady Day next.

It will be obvious to the Court that the Asylum derives
creat advantage by retaining, as much as possible, the
services of its old and experienced Attendants, and the
Committee are sanguine that the increase in the wages, and
the supply of uniform above referred to, will be an induce-
ment to many of the more experienced Attendants to value
their situations.

For details of considerable interest, the Committee refer
to the Reports in the Appendix from the Resident Medical
Officers, the Chaplain, the Matron, and the Engineer.

They also desire to direct attention to the New Tables uig
Medical Statistics, ten of which have been adopted im

accordance with the suggestion of the “Medico Psychological
Association.”

The Members of the Committee who retire at the
of the year are :—

The Right Hon. Sir A. Y. SpeArMAN, Bart.

B. H. Apawms, Esq.

Capr. ’Briex.

Epwarp Havswery, Esq.

B. J. ArmsrroNG, Esqg.

Tuos. FarLconer, Esq. 3

A. Y. SPEARMAN,
Chairman.

-~

Sessions House,
January 12th, 1871.
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PY OF ENTRY MADE BY TWO OF TIE COM-
MISSIONERS IN LUNACY IN THE VISITING
BOOK OF THE ASYLUM.

HaxwerLrn County AsyLunm,
11th November, 1870.

In the course of our visits to the Asylum, on the 7th, 8th
fand 9th instants, we inspected all the Wards, Offices, and
‘Workshops, and with the exception of 3 men and 4 women,
absent on trial, saw all the Patients, 1,790 in number, viz. :
672 Males and 1,118 Females, and we have to day com-
pleted our inquiries.

Since the visit of our Colleagues in August, 1869, a
period of nearly fifteen months, 449 Patients, 235 Males
and 214 Females have been admitted, and 173, 86 Males
and 92 Females discharged, 53 of the former and 80 of the
latter as recovered, and 198, 94 Males and 104 Females
have died.

Inquests were held in 14 cases, 10 in the Male Division
and 4 in the Female.

Three only of these require particular notice, viz. :—

1. A Male Patient who died from fractures of Ribs
and Sternum, in reference to whose case there was a
special inquiry at the Asylum by two Members of
the Board, the details and result of which were
appended to the last Anuual Report to the Lord
Chancellor.
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2. A Female Patient who hung herself by means, ¢
under circnmstances duly reported, and —

3. A Female Patient whose death was found by the
Jury to have been accelerated by a fracture of the
left shoulder.

The deaths from ordinary causes were chiefly as follows:—

Males. | Females.
General Paralysis .. 35 13
Apoplexy and other dlseases
of the Brain S 2 9 28
Pulmonary Consumption .. 10 17
Bronchitis and Pneumonia .. i 17
Disease of Heart S - 7 6

The Patients registered as nunder Medical Treatment are, i
at present, 198 in number, viz.—72 in the Male Division
and 126 in the Female. ¥

We found in bed 11 Men and 14 Women.

We have to report very favourably of the personal con-
dition as to Clothing and otherwise of the Patients of both
Sexes. Good progress has been made in furnishing the
Men with Dress of an improved Muterial.

The Male Patients, generally, were remarkably quiet
orderly.

The Inmates of the Female Wards, 6, 7, and 13, whichﬂ
are appropriated to Patients of the worst class, were,i
with scarcely an exception, tranquil. In the New Female
Ward, 134, and five or six others, in some of which tuare*‘
were large numbers of Patients, there was much noise and
excitement at the times of our visits. :

!‘Hl 'y
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According to the Medical Journal, the Patients secluded
since the last visit have been 65 in the Male and 34 in the
Female Division, the former altogether on 122, and the

latter on 66 occasions. Nearly one third of the Females
were Epileptics.

The Ward Returns and other Records of Employment
may be summarized as follows : —

MArLEs.
Farm, Garden, and Grounds .. . = 54
Cow House and Piggeries .. S s 9
Workshops .. % & o e 80
‘Wards and Offices .. i s L 78
Total .. 221
FEMALES.
Needlework .. 2 o oy i oL 280
Laundry Department .. i = e ¢ 200
Kitchen and Bakehouse s e oo 13
Wards, &c. .. o ik e . Z1B
Total .. 570

Divine Service in the Chapel was, on the Sunday prior to
our visit, attended in the morning by 575 Patients—207
Males and 368 Females, and in the evening by 528—188
Males and 340 Females.

Good Provision continues to be made for Out-door Ex-
ercise and recreation, and In-door Entertainments, including
Dramatic Performances and Concerts, of which a large
proportion of the Patients partake. There are, as before,
Weekly Dances during the Winter and Spring. The
Patients during the past year have had the benefit of
frequent Excursions, and Walking Parties.
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We found the several Wards and Rooms in both Divi-
sions clean and in good order, and the Beds and Beddmg
throughout in a proper state.

In reference to the Comforts provided for the Patients, H
and their treatment, we received no complaints, but only
expressions of dissatisfaction at their prolonged detention.

£l
I

We proceed to advert to some of the matters specially
noticed in the last Report. !

J'!"'I:-

The applications for admission since the last visit have
been 1,129, viz.—as respects the Male side, 487, and the :
Female, 642, and applicable to 466 Men and 576 Women ;
of the former 235, and of the latter 214 were admitted,
and the remainder, 231 Men and 362 Women, were rejected -
for want of room. 5

It is at the same time to be observed that applications
are, as we were informed, usually made simultaneously to
both County Asylums, and that many of the Patients not ‘_
received at Hanwell, were of necessity sent to Colney
Hatch. |

The Visitors anticipating the early opening of the
Metropolitan District Asylums, have not carried out the
suggestion of the exchange of Chronic and Demented
cases for those of an Acute and Curable Class in Work-
houses.

Dr. Begley and Dr. Lindsay having been directed by the
Committee to furnish Lists of Patients, in their opinion,
suitable for transfer to those Asylums, have very recently
reported respectively the selection by them, with that view
of 79 Men and 108 Women. Of the former 4 have already
been removed in transitu to the Shoreditch Workhouse.
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The ¢ Refractory ” Wards in the Male Division continue
cheerless and comfortless as before.

The Female Wards, 6, 7, and 13, containing each about
0 Patients of the worst class, have, since the last visit,
n greatly improved, in every respect, by the annexation
newly built, cheerful, and well furnished Day Rooms.

Upon the occasion of our visit to the last mentioned
Wards, our attention was again specially directed to the
dark and very dangerous Staircase leading to them. We
found in bed a Patient, who recently, while descending?
sustained a Fracture of the Leg. No time should be lost
in constructing a safe and proper Staircase, as to which
Mr. Martin, the Engineer, informed us there would be no
structural difficulty.

During our inspection of the Wards, we observed that
in many there was a great lack of amusing publications,
accessible to the Patients capable of deriving enjoyment
from them. We were assured, however, that a more
adequate supply was in progress of being furnished, and
regularly distributed under the directions of the Chaplain.

We may here state that, in the Male Division, a Day
Room at the end of Ward 11 is being converted into a
General Library and Reading Room.

As respects the want of a larger Recreation Room, and
a detached and commodious Chapel of adequate size and
ecclesiastic character, we have only to repeat the recom-
mendation made at previous visits. The existing provisions
for those objects are most unsatisfactory and defective.

No effect has been given to the suggestion made by
Successive Visiting Cpmmissioners for increasing the Day

L
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Room space. The Ground Floor of the Building whic
was the Brewery,is appropriated as Sleeping Accommodatic
for Male Patients, and advantage has not been taken of
he Construction of the New Ward, 134, on the upper floor
of the Female Wing, containing 22 Single Rooms, and ¢
two bedded Dormitory, to convert the Dormitory referre
to, containing 17 Beds, into a Day Room for No. 21 War
the number of Patients being to that extent increased.

This brings us again to advert to the urgent want of |
Visiting Room in the Female Side, analogous to that on th
Male. According to the present most inconvenient an
objectionable arrangement, the Day Room of No. 21 Ware
containing about 50 Patients, is vacated by them, in orde
to provide a visiting Room on Tuesdays and Fridays, o
which days the Inmates, about half of whom go to th
Laundry, have to resort to their Dormitory as a temporar;
Day Room, into which a number of tables and chairs ar
removed. i

On those days also all the Patients in No. 21 Ward g
for Dinner to No. 18 at a considerable distance. This is'
great defect which ought to be remedied without dela
The Patients in No. 21 much complained of being
out of their Day Room.

Much has been done, and is in progress, towards the
necessary increase in numbers, and the better arrangement
and construction of Water Closets in both Divisions,
amongst other means by the erection of new Blocks
Three Storeys, containing Lavatories and Closets. Those
in the Female Division are completed. '

Nothing has been done, or so far as we are informed is
at present proposed, as respects the substitution of Board
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for Brick or Tiled Floors, and here we would especially
direct the attention of the Visitors to the large Infirmary
Female Dormitory which is Flagged and Carpeted. The
Corridor of the Male Infirmary is still without Matting
of any kind.

No attention has been practically given to the recom-
mendation of Sunshades in the Airing Courts referred to,
and their enlivenment by Trees, Shrubs, and Flower
Borders. They are at present most cheerless, and cannot
but have a depressing effect upon the Inmates.

Detatched Hospital, or other special accommodation for
the isolation and treatment of Patients suffering from
Contagious Diseases is still a desideratum.

We have satisfaction in reporiing that a second Assistant
Medical Officer has been appointed on the Female Side,

We are informed however, that, since his appointment in
June last, he has performed some duties on the Male Side,
and that he acted as Apothecary for a Month, during
which he did no other duty. Ilis services ought to be
devoted exclusively to the Female Division.

A special Night Attendant has been engaged, and with
much benefit, for each Infirmary.

As respects the Ordinary Attendants, the result of our
inquiries leads us to the conclusion that in each Division,
two or three Supernumeraries are required to take, pro tem.,
the duties of those absent on leave, or on account of illness

or other causes.

In reference to Attendants, we find upon inquiry that

the changes have, during the present year, been 14 in the
c2
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Male Division, and as many as 89 in the Female. The
result necessarily is, that many Attendants are very in-
experienced, and incapable of exercising due control over
the Patients.

Amongst the causes assigned for these changes, we are
led to believe are the temptation of higher wages else-
where, and the want of comfortable accommodation.

Sun Lights have. as recommended, been placed in the
Roof of the Male Dormitory, No. 16.

Attention hag been given to the suggestion relative to
the Sink in the Male Infirmary, and to a certain extent, in
reference to the substitution of Barthenware for Tin Mugs
and Basins.

Much addition has also been made to Window Blinds

and Curtains in the Dormitories.

With the single exception of the Male Infirmary, there
is now Matting upon the Floors of all Corridors.

We repeat the suggestion of the enlargement and other
improvements which are most desirable, of the present
small Windows of Single Rooms,

In the course of our visit to the Male Division, we
ascertained that the suggestions made in the Report of the
special inquiry into the circumstances attending the death
from Broken Ribs above referred to have been substantially
carried out.

We desire now to direct the special attention of the
Committee of Visitors to the following matters—

1. The want of additional Single Rooms, which are
much needed, more especially in the Female Division.
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Amongst other Female Wards we may mention
No. 1, wherein there is no Single Room to which to
remove, during the night, noisy Patients.

2. The necessity of providing a proper Dressing Room,
in connection with the Female General Bath Room.
At present the Room designed for the purpose, and
analogous to that on the Male Side, is appropriated
as a Day Room for the Deputy Matron, and five
other Female Officers, for whom there can be no
difficulty in providing a room elsewhere, say in
connection with the Laundry Court, opposite to the
Bath Room Corridor, facing the South.

3. The upper Dormitories in the Towers, which, not
being Ceiled, or duly protected by Felted Roofs, are
very cold in Winter and hot in Summer.

4. The very defective arrangement noticed on the
occasions of previous visits of the Male Patients in
the three Basement Dormitories of their Ward, on
the Ground Floor, being left at Night without an
Attendant, but only visited periodically by the
Night Attendant.

There are in the Asylum at present, only 30 Vacant
Beds, 11 in the Male Division and 19 in the Female, whilst
of the former, 3, and of the latter, 8, are reserved for
Patients absent on trial.

We have given special attention to the subject of Sleeping
Accommodation, and have to report, as respects the Male
Division, that it is much overcrowded. The want of Cubical
Space is illustrated by the fact that, in 18 Dormitories,
containing each from 3 to 5 Beds, the cubical space per
bed is under 500 feet, and in 7 of these under 400.



22

We are therefore of opinion that, until the numbers are
materially reduced, no more Patients, as a rule, should be
received.

To revert to the subject of Single Rooms and Attendants,
we think it material to observe that an increased number of
each will, no doubt, be required for the proper accommodation
and care of the recent and acute cases which may be
received to replace those of a chronic and harmless class
removed to the Metropolitan District Asylums, who, as we
are informed now, all, or nearly all sleep in the Basement
Dormitories.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Act 8 and 9 Viet.,
c. 100, s. 110, we have made inquiries as to the Visitation
and Management of the Asylum, and more especially with
reference to the Duties of the Visitors under the 61st
Section of the ¢Lunatic Asylums Act, 1853.” Upon
reference to the Books kept in compliance with the Statute,
we find that Members of the House Committee, two for
each Division, made 5 visits in 1869, and have made 4 during
this year. We are informed that on the occasions of those
visits, they, as a general rule, see the Patients at dinner
time, and count their numbers, that the Patients all have
the opportunity, of which some avail themselves, of making
complaints or other statements, and that every facility is
afforded for written communications to the Committee.

In the course of our visits, we have had abundant
evidence of the zeal and efficiency with which Dr. Begley
and Dr. Lindsay discharge their arduous duties.

R. W. S. LUTWIDGE,
ROBERT NAIRNE.

Commissioners in Lunacy.
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Melancholia in sixty-eight, of Imbecility in fifty-nine,
Dementia in one, and of Idiotcy in three. It was combined
with General Paralysis in thirty-seven cases, with Epilepsy
in twenty-two; there was a complication of Paralysis and
Epilepsy in two cases. ¥

Disposition to Suicide existed in twenty-nine cases. i
The bodily condition of the Patients on arrival at the
Asylum was in a large proportion of them good; more tha -,11 |
half were registered as well nourished, several others, §
however, were thin, pale and feeble; many had bruises and
abrasions; many also were affected with cutaneous eruptions;
three were marked about the wrists with restraints, and
two had fractured ribs. f
Discharges,—Sixteen of the Patients discharged I‘EGDVEI'E
had been under care for periods varying from three to six |
months, twenty between six and twelve months, m:u
between one and four years, two upwards of four, and one
six years. Those discharged improved, and not improved,
were adjudicated to other counties, or entrusted to the
care of friends. -
E
Deaths.—Of the ninety-one deaths, thirty-eight were.
caused by General Paralysis, three by Apoplexy and ten
by Epilepsy, ten were due to Pulmonary Cﬂnsumptioq;_.
eighteen to General Debility, three to exhaustion from
Mania or Melancholia, two to Disease of the Heart, one to
Bronchitis, one to injury from a fall, one to Asphyxia, one
to fatal Syncope, one to exhaustion after the operation of
Tracheotomy, and one to Gangrene of the Lungs.

Inquests were held in eight cases; the first was in that
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of a man aged sixty-four, twenty-eight years an inmate of
the Asylum, and long affected with Disease of the Heart,
upon which Bronchitis had recently supervened. He was
under treatment ; his relatives were made aware of his
dangerous state, and the Night Attendants had him under
special charge; they visited him four times during the
night, the last time at five o’clock in the morning ; he died
about six, in the absence of an Attendant. The wverdict
returned was “ Natural Death from Bronchitis and Disease
of the Heart.”

The Second was in the case of a man aged thirty, resident
three months, suffering from Disease of the Heart, who
had been visited five times during the night by the
Attendants on duty; was found in his usual state at each
of four visits, dead at the fifth, two hours after the fourth.
The wverdict was ¢ Natural Death from Disease of the

Heart.”

The Third was in the case of a man aged fifty-four,
nearly thirty years resident, who sustained a fracture of
the neck of the right thigh bone by an accidental fall, and
died twenty-five days after from constitutional disturbance,
consequent upon the injury. The verdict was ¢ Died from
the mortal effects of injuries received by a fall caused

accidently.”

The Fourth was that of a man aged fifty, resident one
month, very weak, suffering from frequent and severe
attacks of Epilepsy, who, while sitting on a sofa, was
suddenly seized with one, and fell violently forward on the
floor, the left side of his chest striking against the arm of
a chair. Fits continued all that day, and there was much
difficulty of breathing, which led to an examination of the



26

chest, when it was discovered that there were fractured
ribs. He lived until the evening of the next day, having
a constant succession of fits. The ribs broken were the
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth, on the left side, within an
inch of their cartilages. The injuries were recent, had not
penetrated the lung nor the pleurs, nor even their own
periosteum. The verdict was ** Natural Death by Epilepsy.”

The Fifth was that of an epileptic aged thirty-four,
resident five months, who retired in his usual state at
night, and was found two hours after by the Attendants on
duty on his face in bed—dead; his nose flattened by
pressure upon the pillow. The verdict was ¢ Accidental
Suffocation during an attack of Epilepsy.”

The Sizth was in that of a man aged forty-seven, two
months resident, very weak, reserved, and deeply depressed,
passive in all things, accustomed to stand in one posture,
and whom it was necessary to dress, undress, and feed.
On return from exercise in the afternoon, he stood on the
staircase landing, at the open door of entrance into the
ward, was pushed aside by another Patient in passing,
which cansed the former to stumble against the door post,
and produced a black eye; he died on the fourth day after
the occurrence, On examining the body the next day, a
slight abrasion was noticed at the right side of the chest,
of the size of a fourpenny-piece, corresponding with this,
a partial fracture of the second rib at its junction with its
cartilage, and a similar, but slighter injury, to the third rib,
in the same position, were discovered, without displacement
of the bones, or wound of the periostenm. The verdict
was “ Natural Death by exhaustion from Melancholia.”

The Seventh was in the case of a man aged thirty-three,







































































































































































































































