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fWddlegey,

TO HER MAJESTY'S JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

FoR THE Couxty oF MIDDLESEX, 1N GENERAL
QUARTER SESSION ASSEMELED.

THE TENTH ANNUAL REPORT of the
COMMITTEE of VISITORS of the COUNTY
LUNATIC ASYLUM at COLNEY HATCH,

Ix submitting their Tenth Annual Report to the Court the
Committee propose to refer to the several subjects on which
they are required by law to Report in the order in which
they are enumerated in the Lunatie Asylums Act.

The Asylum is in good repair, and the Machinery and
Apparatus in effective condition ; but in part of the original
building, from defective construction, some alterations have
beecome necessary. The most pressing is the want of im-
proved ventilation in several of the Wards and Corridors,
a matter repeatedly urged upon your Committee by the
Medical Superiﬁtexglents and the Commissioners in Lunacy.

To remedy these defects a moderate grant of money by
- the Court will be required.

The Court recently granted 2,000/, towards the cost of a
substitute for the lava flooring in six of the Wurds; and an
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inquiry as to the best material fo be used has engaged the
attention of your Committee. It was from the first the
opinion of the Committee that wood is the best material,
but, in deference to the opinion expressed by the Court, on
the last County Day, visits were made by some of the
members to Bethlehem and St. Luke’s Hospitals, and the
Essex Asylum at Brentwood, and inquiries were made at
the Cambridge and other Asylums. The result shows that
wooden floors have been substituted at the three first-named
Institutions for those of slate, stone, and tiles, while the
more recently-creeted Asylums have adopted wood as the
best material. Measures have, therefore, been taken for
exeeuting the work at this Asylum in wood,

Your Committee have met weekly at the Asylum, and
visits have been made by individual members at many other
times, and they are, upon the whole, satisfied with the gene-
ral management. |

The supply of provisions has been ample and of goud
quality, and the stores have been judieiously selected.

An interchange of Patients between this and the Hanwell
Asylum took place early in the summer; 24 Male and 40
Female Patients Lelonging to parishes in the Western Divi-
sion of the County were removed to Hanwell, in exchange
for the like number from that Asylum of Patients belonging
to Fastern parishes: an arrangement madc ‘with a view to
the convenience of the Parish Officers and the friends of the
Patients. No Patient who expressed any repugnance to the
removal was transferred ; and in one or two cases, upon such
a. feeling being shown after removal, the Patient was received
back, and another sent. |
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The Female Department of the Asylum was full for a short
time previous to the completion of the enlargement of the
Hanwell Asylum ; but, subsequently, the removal thither of
100 Female Patients chargeable to parishes in the Western
Division was effected ; and at this time there are vacaneies
for 138 Males and 91 Females.

With a view to facilitate the arrangements of the different
parishes, Patients are now admitted on any day, except

Sunday.

The conduct of the Officers, Attendants, and Servants has
been generally satisfactory; and where instances of unkind
treatment of the Patients, or other misconduct or neglect of
duty have occurred, the Attendants have been promptly dis-
charged, and in slight cases reprimanded. 'With these
exceptional instances, the behaviour of the Attendants,
both Male and Female, has been good.

Several changes in the Officers have taken place. The Rev.
R. R. Hutton, the Chaplain, obtained preferment, and resigned
his appointment in March last: and the Rev. William Bul-
lock was appointed his successor. Mr, Jacobs and Mr.
Toller, the two Assistant Medical Officers in the Female
Department, also resigned—the former on his appointment
as Superintendent of Hoxten House Asylum, and the latter
as Superintendent of St. Luke’s Hospital. Mr. Faull and
Mr. Ferguson have been appointed to the vacant situations.

The welfare and comfort of the Patients have been the
paramount object of your Committee, and they are gratified
to report that the general health of the inmates has been



good, although, in consequence of the debilitated state in
which many of the Patients were admitted, the deaths have
‘been numemus

In the beginning of the year, Smallpox unfortunately made
ite appearance in the Female Department, and caused for
some time great anxiety to the Committee. So long as any
danger of infection existed, the admission of Female Patients
‘was suspended ; but, in the month of March, all fear being
at an end, it was resumed. It is gratifying to your Com-
mittee to report, that, by the precautionary measures adopted,
and the zealous activity of Mr. Marshall, the Superintendent
of the department, under Providence, only two Patients were
attacked, both of whom recovered.

T——R , a Patient who had been in the Asylum for
three years and eight months, without having shown any
suicidal tendency, was found dead in his bedroom, with his
throat cut with an instrument made out of a piece of iromn.

Special Attendants have been engaged for the care of
Patients whose conduet has been so violent or suicidal as to
render that measure necessary; the expense is considerable,
but it is one of the results of the system carried on in this
Asylum, where mechanical restraint is ignored, of insuring,
with the least pnss:tble amount of seclusmn ‘I;he saf'et}' of the
Patients.

S, 'w::ry'vinlent attack was madé, in 'Mﬁ}f:last', by William
Swift, a Patient, on William Gann, one of the Attendants,
~ whose life was placed in much danger, and the death of the
. Patient, after an interval of thre¢ days,was supposed to have
been ‘bccasioned by injuries inflicted on him by Gann, in self-
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defence, in the struggle which had taken place. In this sup-
position, not only did your Committee, from the Evidence
laid before them at the time after full inquiry, concur, but
the Coroner’s Jury, at the Inquest, and the Commissioners
in Lunaey, whose attention had been drawn to the case, ap-
peared also to agree. It subsequently transpired that the
Patient had been removed, on the morning after the struggle
with Gann, to another Ward, in which there were additional
Attendants, two of whom, Vivian and Slater, were, in July,
summarily dismissed for ill usage of another Patient. In
the beginning of August, a communication was received
from the Commissioners in Lunacy, by which the Committee
were informed that the death of Swift was ascribed to the
violence of Vivian and Slater, and that it was intended to
prosecute them for the Manslaughter of Swift. This pro-
secution was instituted by the Commissioners, and, after a
protracted trial at the Central Criminal Court, they were
acquitted.

The Committee felt that they had not been put in pos-
session of all the facts attending this lamentable case, and,

upon the termination of the Trial, they passed the following
Resolution :—

“That the evidence given by Mr. Tyerman at various
times, respecting the death of the patient Swift, and his
conduct with reference to that event, having been maturely
considered, the Committee regret that they feel called upon
to declare, that Mr. Tyerman no: longer possesses their con-
fidence.” HIF W e

TS ESIY L0 ERwr

This Resolution was . forthwith communicated to Mr.
Tyerman, and: on, the 15th of Noyember (two days after-

A
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wards), a communication was received by the Clerk, from the
Secretary to the Commissioners in Lunacy, accompanied by a
copy of a Report on the subject of Swift's case, which was
laid before the Committee at their next meeting; and M.
‘Tyerman having addressed a letter to them, requesting to be
further heard, a Special Meeting was held on the 27th of
November, at which Mr. Tyerman attended, and after much
-anxious consideration, the Committee adopted the following

Resolution :—

“ Mr. Tyerman having expressed his regret that his con-
duct in reference to the case of Swift had brought upon him -
the censure of the Committee, and having also stated his
anxiety to have an opportunity afforded to him of regaining
their confidence—

‘“ Resolved = That in consideration of Mr. Tyerman’s
length of service, the Committee will suspend, for a period
of six months, any further action on the Resolution of the last
meeting, and thereby afford him an opportunity, by increased
vigilance over both Patients and Attendants, of regaining
the confidence of the Committee.”

The Correspondence with the Commissioners in Lunaey,
and Mr, Tyerman’s Report on the case of Swift, are appended
to this Report.

The Commissioners in Lunacy paid their visit of Inspec-
tion to the Asylum on the 11th, 12th, 18th, and 19th of July
last, and made an entry in the Visitors’ Book, which, accord-
ing to the usual practice of the Committee, was communicated
to the two Medical Superintendents, who laid before them
their refn_iarka- thereon. Copies of the Entry and Remarks are
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annexed. Some of the suggestions contained in this entry
the Committee know, from experience, to be impracticable,
or uscless if adopted; while others are perfectly consonant
with their views. But the consideration of cost is a serious
obstacle, for while your Commitiee are most anxious to adopt
all means which tend to promote the happiness of the
inmates, they cannot forget that they are controlling the
expenditure of a Pauper Lunatic Asylum, and that the rates
out of which it is maintained press with great severity upon
very many of the industrious poor of the different parishes.
Your Committee, therefore, are obliged to avoid incurring any
large expenditure not absolutely necessary for the health or
recovery of the Patients.

The Weekly rate, for the care and maintenance of the
Patients, has been twice reduced during the year. In July
it was reduced from 10s. 6d. per head, to 10s. 21d., and, in
October, to 9s. 11d., at which it now stands; and your
Committee trust that this amount will suffice for the ensuing
year, notwithstanding the generally increased prices of
provisions. :

The Asylum, Offices, and Outbuildings, are adequately
Insured against loss by fire. The amcunt of Insurance is—

For the Asylum and its contents ............ £82,500
For the Outbuildings, Stock, &e.....c.vuver... 10,000

£92,500

Your Committee deeply regret to announce the death of
their late valued Chairman, C. H. Cottrell, Esq. He had
been suffering, at frequent infervals;’ during the past year,
and died on the 9th November last. By his death they have
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sustained a most severe luss in which they are assured the
Court will fully sympat'hu:ﬂ The following Resolution was
unanimously passed by the Cﬂmmlttee at theu first meeting
after Mr. Cottrell’s decease. e

« Ata Meeting of the Committee of Visitors of the County
“ Lunatic Asylum for Middlesex at Colney Hatch,
¢ held there on the 13th November, 1860 ;

“ Charles Woodward, Esq., F.R.S,, in the Chair;

“ It was moved by the Assistant Judge, seconded by
“ Edmund Halswell, Esq., and Resolved unanimously,

“ That this Committee have heard, with feelings of deep
“regret, f the death of their late respected Chairman,
“ Charles Herbert Cottrell, Esq., and desire to record, on their
‘“ Minutes, their sense of the severe loss thereby sustained
“ by this Institution, which has so largely benefited by the
“ unwearied zeal and great ability with which he performed,
““ for several years past, the onerous duties of Chairmsn of
“ this Committee ; while the earnest devotion and sympathy
“ invariably manifested by him to and with the well-being
“ of the Patients in the Asylum, and his unvarying kindness
“ and courtesy to his brother Magistrates, justly gained for
“him their universal esteem and regard. And that this
¢ Resolution, signed by the Chairman, be eommunicated to
“ Mr. Cottrell’s relatives, with an assurance of the condolence
“ of the Committee on their bereavement.

“ CHARLES WOODWARD,
“ Chairman for the Meeting.”
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APPENDIX A.

I

Orrice oF CoMMIsSIONERs IN LUNACY,
19, WaITEHALL Prace, S.W.
29th May, 1860.
SIR,

The Commissioners have had under consideration-the cir-
cumstances preceding and attending the death of William
Swift, in Colney Hatch Asylum, on the 12th instant; and,
adverting to the fact that this Patient was known to have
been extremely violent before his admission into the Asylum,
and to have attempted to strangle the Master of the Work-
house, the Commissioners are of opinion that the outrage
and assault of the 10th instant, committed on an Attendant,
and which seems to have led to the injuries of which the
Patient died on the 12th, might have been prevented, if Swift
had been originally placed in a Ward properly provided with
Attendants. In referring the circumstances.to the considera-
tion of the Committee, I am to state strongly the views held
by the Commissioners as to the grave inexpediency and im-
propriety of placing a violent Patient, as in this instance ap-
pears to have been done, in a Ward without Attendants.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

JorN IFORSTER,

Secretary.
J. 8. Skaife, Esq.,

Clerk {o Visitors, Colney Hatch Asylum.
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ITI.

June 13th, 1860,
SIR,

Mr. Tyerman having, according to the directions of the
House Committee, as stated by me in my letter to you of the
6th instant, laid before the Committee of Visitors of this
Asylum, at their meeting held yesterday, a Report on the
case of William Swift, the Patient referred to in your letter
to me of the 29th ult., I am directed by them to forward to
you, for the information of the Commissioners in Lunacy, a
copy of his Report. '

The Committee of Visitors hope and believe, that, after
reading Mr. Tyerman’s Report, the Commissioners will be
satisfied that the Wards in which William Swift was placed
were properly provided with Attendants. And while the
Committee agree entirely with the views held by the Com-
missioners, as to the grave inexpediency and impropriety of
placing a violent Patient in a Ward without Attendants,
they trust that the Commissioners will see that the circum-
stances in Swift’s case do not justify the very strong expres-
sions contained in your letter.

The Committee desire me to add, that the fact of there
being but one Attendant in that part of the Ward arose
from the Patients being in bed and locked up, it being the
practice then for the Day Attendants to leave duty, and the
Night Watch to commence their rounds.

I am, Sir,
Your very obedient Servant,
JouN 5. SKAIFE,

Clerk.
John Forster, Esq.,
Secretary to the Commissioners in Lunacy.
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IV.

MipprEsEx County LuwaTIic Asyrnuwm,
CornxeEY HaTCH,
June 11, 1860,
(GENTLEMEN,

William Swift was admitted 24th February ultimo from
Aldgate, being described as very violent, and as having
attempted to throttle the Master of the Workhouse. He
appeared to be the subject of advanced General Paralysis:
and his general health was considerably reduced. The arms
were galled by the pressure of wrist-locks, (removed at
Colney Hatch.)

He was placed in the Infirmary Ward 9, where there were
four Attendants. The general health of the Patient was
attended to; he was placed on extra and sick diet, and the
wounds of the arms were dressed.

‘Whilst in the Infirmary he showed no disposition whatever
to violence ; on the contrary, a somewhat amiable disposition,
and frequently expressed gratitude for what had been done
for his benefit.

On March 8, his health being much improved, he was
removed to Ward C, in which were two strong Attendants.
This Ward is a spur of 5 Ward, and runs southward at right
angles from its centre, being open to it, not separated by
doors, There are three Attendants in 5 Ward.

On March 12, general physical improvement was reported
in the state of the Patient, with subsidence of the Paralytic
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affection to a great extent; the health was improved under
a nutritious dietary, with Wine, &e.

On March 20, he was reported cheerful and loquacious;
and on April 12, as under extravagant delusion, imagining
he would see the Queen.

On May 7, he was temporarily secluded, some excitement
having been shown.

On May 9, after being placed in his bedrcom—a single
room—in the evening, he made much noise by beating
against the door, which was opened by the Attendant Gann,
who was alone, the second Attendant having gone off duty.
The Patient immediately seized Gann and overpowered him ;
but not before Gann called to another Patient, Cross, to
procure assistanee, which he-did by running to Read, an
Attendant of the contiguous and communicating Ward 5,
who immediately came to the assistance of Gann and released
him from the Patient’s grasp, injured and bleeding from the
force used. Gann admitted having struck the Patient in
self-defence.

Read proved that the Patient, Swift, then went quietly
to bed.

On the following morning Swift was removed to 11 Ward,
where there were three Attendants; and which Ward is
contiguous to Ward D, containing two Attendants.

On May 10, the Patient appearéd to be in his usual
cheerful state; and expressed delusion as to his ability to
infuse strength into other Patients by blowing into their
mouths or ears,

"
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On May 12, Swift continued loquacious and cheerful;
he made no complaint whatever, but observed he had been
““ working very hard all night” in the Padded-room in which
he was placed to sleep. An Emetic had been administered
the preceding evening in order to control his excitability ;
but he did not offer violence to any Patient or Attendant of
11 Ward.

In the evening of May 12, the Patient fell in an Epileptic
Convulsion, from which he partially recovered; but appear-
ing again worse, the Medical Superintendent was sent for,
and found the Patient deceased.

A Post-mortem examination was made, and fractures and
other injuries were discovered.

A Coroner’s Inquest was held on May 17, and a Verdict
returned to the effeet, that Deceased died of Effusion of
Blood and Ruptured Liver, the cause not being known.

D. F. TYErRMAN.
The Chairman and Committee
of Visitors

P.S.—Complement of Patients in—

Ward. Patients.  Attendants,
Y INAYMAEY . s ees 9D sy
C ,, b e i st i
11 yhi s e R cnk eRlenm e D
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V.

COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY TO
THE COMMISSIONERS IN LUNACY.

OrriceE or ComMissioNERsS IN Lurwacy,
19, WHITEHALL PLACE, 5. W.
14th November, 1860,

DIR,

I am directed to request that you will lay before the
Committee of Visitors of the Colney Hatch Asylum the
accompanying Report of the Inquiry made last July, by two
members of this Board, into the circumstances attending the
death of William Swift.

This Report contains a Summary of the Evidence taken
by the Visiting Commissioners on the oceasion referred to;
and, as much of it relates to the conduect of Attendants
generally in the Asylum, comprising matters which it greatly
imports the Committee of Visitors to be made acquainted
with, with a view to such further action or inquiry as they
may deem expedient, it is now transmitted for the informa-
tion of the Committee.

I am to add that the Board entirely eoncur in the recom-
mendations made in this Report; and that, in withholding it
until the proceedings taken against the ex-Attendants, Vivian
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VI.

Re WILLIAM SWIFT, DeceAstp,

Larke A PaTiENT 1IN CoLNEY HAaToH AsyYLuam.

REPORT.

July, 1860

IN pursuance of a Minute of the Board, dated the 4th
July instant, we have made a Special Inquiry into the cir-
cumstances attending the death of William Swift, late a
Patient in Colney Hatch Asylum.

It will be in the recollection of the Board that upon re-
ceiving the notice of William Swift's death, which was
stated to have been caused by effusion of blood from ruptured
liver, a letter was addressed on the 21st May to Mr. Tyer-
man, the principal Medical Officer on the Male side, request-
ing him to forward a full statement of the circumstances
attending the death,

From the statements contained therein, and the evidence
given at the Coroner’s Inquest, it appears that William Swift,
aged 54, was admitted into Colney Hatch on the 24th
February, 1860, labouring under General Paralysis. He had
previously made an attempt to injure the Master of the
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Aldgate Workhouse, and was brought to the Asylum hand-
cuffed. He was first placed in the Infirmary, and subse-
quently removed to C Ward; and he does not appear to
have committed any act of violence until the evening of the
9th of May, when, about 7 o’clock, he made much noise,
by beating against the door of his room; and upon an
Attendant, named William Gann, going to him, the Patient
seized him by the throat and overpowered him ; a struggle
ensued, and the Attendant Gann admits having struck the
Patient in self-defence. HHe called to a Patient named Cross
to run for assistance, which was obtained from a neighbour-
ing Ward immediately.

At the time of the attack Gann was alone in the Ward, his
fellow Attendant being out on leave. Gann having been
released from the Patient’s grasp, he became quiet, and he
was left in bed.

On the following morning, the 10th May, when the event
was reported to Mr. Tyerman, he ordered Swift to be removed
to No. 11 Ward, where there were three Attendants.

This Ward is occupied by the more refractory class of
Patients. On that day and the following days, up to within
an hour of his death, Swift is reported to have been cheerful
and loquacious, and to have shown no symptoms of bodily
injury, neither did he make any complaints. On Friday, the
11th, he seems to have been excited, and an Emetic was
prescribed for him by Mr. Tyerman.

William Vivian, one of the Attendants in No. 11 Ward,
states that on the evening of Saturday, the 12th, at about
half-past 6 o’clock, Swift was seized with an Epileptic fit.















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































