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Patients, Amongst other works of this description, the Com-
mittee may state that six single sleeping rooms have been added
to the Laundry Ward; additional padded rooms have been
constructed ; the ventilation of the Wards, Dormitories, and
Corridors has been greatly improved; additional means for
warming the One-storey Wards have been adopted; additional
windows and doors have been made; increased space for Female
Patients in the Chapel has been afforded ; Blinds have been
provided for windows of Patients’ Bedrooms, where exposed to
the Sun; the walks round the Grounds have been extended ;
and Flower Gardens have been laid out for individual Patients.

The supply to the Wards of additional settees, couches, chairs
for Epileptic Patients, books, newspapers, musical instruments,
birds, shelves for flowers, bagatelle boards, and other means of
promoting amusement, and numerous seats in the walks and
grounds, have conduced very much to the comfort and happiness
of the Patients; and some padded rooms are being specially
constructed for containing Patients, inclined to be noisy at
night, in a part of the Asylum where their clamour is not likely
to disturb others.

Warm Linsey dresses have been provided for the Winter wear
of the Female Patients, and their comfort has been much
increased thereby,

Your Committee found it necessary to prosecute one of their
Workmen for stealing some meat from the Establishment ; he was
tried at the Middlesex Sessions and acquitted. In another case,
a Baker at Enfield, named Foster, was discovered with Malt and
Hops in his possession on the premises, under circumstances
which led the Committee to believe that he was concerned with
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on the augmented Staff, but on the additional comforts and
appliances provided, compelled your Committee to fix the Weekly
Rate, per Patient, to be paid by the Parishes during the year, at
10s. 21d., instead of 9s. 11d., which had been the previous
charge; the Committee, however, are glad to state that the
Contracts lately entered into for both Meat, and Flour, are
at lower prices; and, should this continue, they hope they may
be able again to return to the lower Weekly Rate.

Your Committtee were much gratified at the receipt of a com-
munication from the Chairman of the Court, that, in the course
of the Summer, a visit had been paid to the Asylum, through
his introduction, by Mynheer von Heer R. Twies, the Pro-
curator and Inspector of Prisons and Lunatic Asylums of His
Majesty the King of Holland, who expressed his gratification
with the Establishment in flattering terms.

The Commissioners in Lunacy paid their annnal visit of
Inspection to the Asylum on the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 8th of
December last, and made an entry of their remarks on the
occasion in the Visitors’ Book, These remarks have been under
the attentive consideration of the Committee, and the result of

their deliberation will be found set forth in their Reply to the
Commissioners (Appendix (.),

In alluding to this subject, the Committee beg to tender to
the Court their thanks for the Resolution passed by them in April
last, recording their approval of the course which the Committee
had taken with the Commissioners of Lunacy. This Resolution
will tend materially to strengthen the hands of the Committee,
if at any time they should feel it to be their duty to differ with
the Commissioners; and they observe, with pleasure, that the
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was acknowledged by me on the 1Sth instant), and more par-
ticularly with reference to the three points to which the
Commissioners in Lunacy wished their attention to be directed;
and I am instructed to forward to you a copy of the Report
made by Dr. Sheppard, the present Medical Superintendent of
the Male Department (marked A.), in which those subjects are
very fully noticed.

The Committee have made inquiry at the House of Correction,
Cold Bath Fields, in which B. G. Mitchell was confined
previously to his admission info the Asylum, with reference to
the property then in his possession, and they find that he then
had four duplicates, a pair of spectacles, and sundry papers,
which articles would, in the ordinary course, have been handed
over to him on his removal ; and that he had no money.

As this person was admitted in the Asylum as a Criminal
Patient, under the provisions of the Statute 3 and 4 Vict., c. 54,
s. 1, it was not in the power of the Committee to discharge him
in the usual manner, even had he become of sound mind.
Inquiries, however, having been made by the Secretary of State
for the Home Department as to his state of mind, he was, after .
some correspondence, eventually discharged by the Home
Secretary, upon a Certificate signed by Dr. Sheppard and Mr.
Marshall (the Superintendent of the Female Department) that
“ he is harmless, and may be released without danger to himself
or others.” | |

And upon the receipt of the Order for his discharge Mitchell
was suffered to leave at once, and was not brought before the
Committee, as is the case with other Lunatics (not Criminal
Patients) when recommended for discharge as recovered; so that
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the Patient to whom they belong. The only difference between
the custom existing now and that which prevailed at the time of
Mitchell’s entrance (1853), lies in the fact that formerly, there
being no Inspectors, the Head Attendant was the person
responsible for the safe deliverance of the articles at the Office
of the Clerk of the Asylum. The clothing in which a Patient
arrives is returned to the Workhouse, or, in the case of a
Criminal Lunatic; to the Prison from which he ecame., If,
however, the Patient expresses a wish to wear his own clothing,
and his previous social position, or some other equally valid
reason, render the gratification of such a wish desirable, 1t is at
the discretion of the Medical Superintendent to grant the
privilege required.

It does not appear that any entry was made by the Clerk of
the Asylum of articles received from Benjamin Gibbs Mitchell,
at the time of his admission, and it has therefore been assumed
that he did not bring any with him, and that his clothes were
returned to the Prison. But upon inquiry at the Middlesex House
of Correction in Cold Bath Fields, it would seem that Mitche!l,
on his reception there, had the following articles taken from
him, viz. :— four duplicates, spectacles, papers—all of which
(continues Captain Colvill, the Governor, in"a letter to Mr.
Skaife) would have been handed over to him on his removal to
the Asylum—no money.” The County, therefore, (as it seems
to me) is responsible to Mitchell to the extent of “ duplicates,
spectacles, papers,” —things which under a less stringen
supervision than now exists in the Asylum may have escaped
notice or been misappropriated. And it is fair to assume that
the possession of *“a long netted purse containing nineteen
shillings in coin,” *a bank draft for £42 8s.,” “a new beaver
hat with crape,” * a pair of waterproof boots,” “a sea hat,” and
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“a red pockethandkerchief,” constitutes one of the many
delusions of which Mitchell has been the subject.

In reference to the ** Sunday dress given to me by the Rev.
Mr. Hutton, and which has been withheld from me,” the
following is an explanation of its detention by the Asylum
Authorities :—In days of the Asylum prior to the institution of
the brown clothing now worn by the working Patients on
Sundays and Holidays, a few black or parti-coloured suits, (twe
dozen the Steward informs me), were used by the better class of
Patients on like occasions. Through the medium of the Rev.
Mr. Hutton (then Chaplain to the Asylum) one of these suits,
together with a cap, was obtained by Mitchell from the stores.
It was not a new suit, however, but it had been previously worn
by two different Patients, whose names are still legibly impressed
upon it. Mitchell is as well aware of this as we are, and that
he is endeavouring to impose upon the County by untruthful
statements.

As regards ¢ 10s. from Howes, in No. 4 Ward ” stated to
be retained by him, I find that Howes was in the habit of
keeping for Mitchell, at the latter’s own request, whatever
monies he may at various times have possessed himself of,
and expending it for Mitchell’s use in Tobacco, or such other
articles as he required. By the manufacture of nets and fishing
lines for different persons, Mitchell drove at times a flourishing
little trade. By representing, with a striking earnestness and an
_importunate plausibility, his own imaginary wrongs to casual
Visitors to the Asylum who passed through his Ward, he also
replenished occasionally his pecuniary stores. But the outlets
were always equal to the supply, and there was no balance due
to Mitchell from his banker, Howes, at the time the former
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he Male Department of this Asylum, whose interests, together

with those of society at large, are not best to be consulted by his
- more prolonged residence therein ; and that during the time (be
it long or short) which I may have the honour of filling my
present post, I shall Jose no opportunity of bringing under your
notice, for discharge, every certified Lunatic who shall evidence
that he is again fit to mingle in the outer world. The number
of Patients I have already discharged, including the Complainant
himself, whe, but for my own interference, would still have been
here, constitutes an objective fact, by which you will be as glad
to repel, as I am proud to repel, any insinuations which assail
the humanity (for it is a question of humanity), of your Chief
Medical Officer.

In conclusion, Gentlemen, you ask for “my own opinion
upon the statements made by Mitchell, and whether the same
are or are not true, where the subject matter of the Complaint is
within my own term of office here?” In a limited measure, the
form of this Report has already necessitated the expression of
my opinion upon several points; and, in a more extended and
comprehensive measure, I can have no difficulty in giving it you.
‘During my six months’ term of Office I have had abundant
means of studying Mitchell’s case, and of forming an estimate of
his character; for it was not to be supposed, from his known
antecedents, that he would lose any opportunity of pressing his
claims upon, and bringing himself under the notice of, a new
Medical Superintendent ; and his release, after nine years’. con-
finement, is a practical demonstration -of my having manifested
no indifference to his importunities.

I believe, then, most firmly, that no reliance can be placed
upon any of Mitchell’s statements, except on those which relate
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B.

Luvarrc Asyrum, Conney Haren,
Tuesday Morning, Tth of December, 1858.

GENTLEMEN,

-

I BEG leave most respectfully again to address your Worships,
asking for] further indulgence in allowing ane an interview to-
day, and grant me the privilege to-morrow, the 8th instant,
of again visiting London for the express purpose of calling on
the American Association and Mr. Sampson, 10, Pell Street,
Baint George in the East, as I was disappointed under very
peculiar circumstances, as set forth in my communication to
the Honorable Committee on Wednesday last, the 1st instant,
I was sadly disappointed in my not being allowed an interview
on that day. That the perpetrators of such infamous and
deliberate falsehoods and abuses that has taken place since
‘Wednesday, the 4th day of November, last year (and a long
time previous), may be found out, and which, to the great
damage of myself, has caused my detention here, as also referred
- to in my note on the 22nd of November last; and that all such
person or persons that are found guilty of these abominable acts
(a disgrace fo the British Government, and this admirably
conducted Istablishment) may be punished to the utmost rigour
of the law, or as in your Worships’ judgment shall seem best.
And that Dr. Tyerman would be kind enough to lay before
your Worships (if he has not already done so) the letter of
P. Thompson, Esq., to me, under his care, in the latter part
of the month of October or the beginning of November, 1856,
and which Dr. Tyerman acknowledged the receipt of, but I know
not to the present day its contents, Mr. Thompson having
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STE

StaTEMENT of Lunaties and Idiots chargeable to the County, and Parishé '-
and Unions in the County, in cach Year from 1851.

(Gnoss NUMBERS IK THE YEARS

PARISH, OR UNION ; [ |
1951.;155&: 1353.! 1854.| 1855.1 1856, 1857,1858./1859. | 1860.

Barnet Union (Partof) .,.o.... | 10| 13| 16| 10} 114 17| 18} 15} 17 20
Brentford . o o, TR 49 | B2 | &1 B4 | 54| 61 621 63| &7 0o
East London (Part of) ... .... 3 3 1] 3 3 3 3 3 a it
Edmonton {mttu} S viewiien ] 88| 88l 85} 421 4871 43 46| 51| b6 | 83
FAABAIN ¢ el e i e oice B 387 84 81 L dbals 66 | BBt BLS 80IL 76 | T8
Hw:knﬂy e re et K g | oee | 76| s4fto0| 85| 1051 111 117 | 124
Hendon . A T TR 201 20|21 23| 24 26| 25| 26 | 241 20
]E[nlbum MO i T O T R e T e
tﬂn{Par‘.t.c-f) gl 8 g:f il 3 2 3 8 4 G
I’ﬁp?s : et | g3l opo| 65| 65| 64| es| 65| 86| 95| 67
BEORIEE Ve v o At ) g e gl12|xJ14] 38, 20]-20{ 19| .21} 23| 24
217 g et Rt R 188 | 184 | 172 | 210 | 246 | 224 | 140 | 166 | 168 | 177
BETANA . s i e o 80 |- 907 991107 § 102 4101 | 208 | 116 |.100 ' 114
Dabridge: . o it arh .. T5ds 22| 96| %26 |"'26 | 26 19| 23 | .81} 80| . 34
Whitechapel .. oo 1120 1187 | 146 | 196 1145 | 146 167 | 168 { 180 | 184
Parish of H:lmpsteaﬂ ......... 95 | ox| 29| 81| 84| 51| 28| 31( 201
3 Kensington, ......5 54| BY| 61| 64 TO| 74| 66| V6| 88 ) 82

= *Mile' Knd Old Town . | — s E et (Yl oo vy 99 | 104 | 67 |.116

»  Paddington 271 29| 80| 45| 49| ‘64| 66| 64} 60| 62

e &, [reur-'-‘l., inthe Fast | 56| 71| 96| 85 93| 78 ) 881100 97 | 102

Bt. George, Hm r
o Square ,,!,,1 s 92| 93| 93| 97| 06 [ 100 | 104 { 103 | 104 | 109

* St. Giles & Blsmmﬂhurw 62 | @ 1| 68| 64| ¥4 | 138 | 72| 71| 74| 76

»  Clerkenwell .. 63| 69| 94| 89111 | 113 | 132 | 120 | 15¥ | 118
"y Bt.James, W estminster | 62| 65| B8L| Y7 | 814 81| 68| 82| 98| 04
5 E.hm'edlfc]] __________ 156 | 182 11183 | 191 | 205 | 212 { 225 | 210 | 223 | 252
¥ St Tuke .. ... 70| 83| 82| 94| 94| 95| 63| 113 120 | 126
o St. Luke, Chelsea~. . .. | ‘84 }=80 | 81.] 8| 132| 115 | 125 | 120.| 120 {"182
o, e Martin-in-the-Fields] 88| 83| 98 | 111 | 60| 84| 78| 73| 68| 72
,s  Bt.Margaret &8i.John,

Westnrinster ... | 78| 901|107 | 117 | 127 { 181 | 125 | 184 { 126 | 181

s . Bt. Marylebone ...... 230 | "l’f 209 | 208 | 305 | 282 | 819 | 330 | 341 | 350
= Bt. Mary, lﬁlingtun g ﬁﬁ | 77 | 87 | 119 [ 111 | 126 143 | 133 | 152
5y  DBethna Grc-m : 100 | 105 | 100 | 12% | 187 | 118 | 133 | 115 | 133
St, Paneras . b 257 | 261 | 265 | 262 | 300 | 305 | 813 | 347 | 885 | 461

cguntrﬂf Middlesex . B I 214 | 270 | 286+ | 201 | 300 | 321 | 937 | 386 | 342
Torar. ... .. |2465 |2646 (2857 9101 [3350 (3301 [3400 [3699 (3765 4048

* Previously included in Btepney Union
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TABLES XVI.,, XVIIL, XVIII., and XIX.

melar Tables in the Cases of the 67 Patients who have Died during
the Year ending December 31st, 1862.

TABLE XVII.

FEMALRS.

TABLE XVI.
 FORM OF THE DISEASE, | PEMALES.
RE
R TR S 17
¥ ,, with Epilepsy...... 5]
! Recurrent Mania ........ 3
"é b with Epilepsy 1
¢ Chronic Mania .......... 4
3 5 with Epilepsy 2
Emelancholig:. ..c.vivvpeu,| 18
J! Becurrent ditto .......... 2
Milementia ........0.00000 4
., with Epilepsy.. 3
{! Senile Dementia.......... 2
i Bmbedlity .........0.0. 3
. with Epilepsy .. 4
| Congenital Imbecility 1
! Benile ditto.............. 3
iy ot U I
TABLE XVIII
A DURATION, FEMALES,
T ag
@i ¥rom Birth..............| 2
Not exceeding 2 Months ., 3
: 3 3 2 P
iy 6 »y
LE 9 ¥y
G B
o 2Years...... 1

L

3

» é a2

a 5 EL ) L

5 o AT

ay ? ay LR

33 9 S AR AR
1 ks % e

a 12 28 e

kLl 14’ Iy IR

2 21, ...

- T

22 23 3 % =@ a4

a9 26 i3 ve ww o mw
ar 28 =

Tﬂtal R EE AW oW

|

-ql Ll C 0 T R B B T R S B

=

AGE
From 15 to 20 Years ...... 2
Sy EF BB i 4
5! 126 t0.80 1, o4
o BUhO BB 4 6
55 Shtodl " . 6
5 40todd 5
5 45 to 50, 9
PR 1 1 T 6
¥ DOTOB0 TN o v 3
» @0to66 5
» 65t070 6
i W0t TS, . 6
o TotoBO. - ., 5
Tepal o o s 67
TABLE XIX.
TIME UNDER TREATMENT. FEMALES,

Not exceeding 1 Week .. .. 2
o 2 Weeks ,... 4
3 1 Month .... 1

% 3 Months.. .. -
E1 ] G 13 3
23 9 23 4
*: 1 Year... 6
i 2 Years...... 9
= - Aty AL e 11
3 4 ) & 'E
1] b TR 2

22 6 33 seadve o b
i1 7 1 ran E
W R L 1
¥ 9 = 4
23 10 3} e 2
» 1 S 9
a3 12 33 naa 2
d iy S 67





























































