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warmth, This work has been completed at a cost of
1,7281. 0s. 3d., being less than the 2,000/, granted by the
Court by 2717. 19s. 9d.; and your Committee recommend
that they be authorized by the Court to make Orders upon
the County Treasurer for the appropriation of this surplus
to defray the cost of additional single rooms found to be
absolutely necessary for the Laundry Ward. Much progress
has been made in the improvement and cultivation of the
Grounds and Airing-Courts, At the breaking up of the
severe frost last winter, many heavy repairs were found
necessary, and they have been effected with economy, and
under the average yearly cost of repairs.

The Asylum has, hitherto, been adequate for the accom-
modation of the Lunatics requiring admission; but in the
Female Department there are at present only 37 vacant
beds : the accommodation in the Male Department is still
ample, there being on that side 107 vacancies; the number
of Patients now in the Asylum is 1,868, viz., 754 Males, and
1,114 Females.

The conduct of the Officers and Servants has been generally
very good. Some exceptions have, however, occurred, the
most flagrant of which have been cases of assault upon
Patients, in the Male Department, by Attendants; and the
Committee, after due inquiry, have been compelled to dis-
miss four Male Attendants for such misconduct. These men
were young Officers, either on probation, or but recently
confirmed in their appointments ; and although their offences
were such as to demand their dismissal, it did not appear
necessary in any of the cases to punish them further.

Mr. Tyerman, the Medical Superintendent of the Male



Department, having communieated to the Committee, in May
last, his intention to retire at the end of the year, your
Committee took steps to supply his place; and, out of a
considerable number of Candidates, have elected Dr. Edgar
Sheppard, who commenced his duties as Superintendent on
the 1st instant; and your Committee trust that he will be
found an able and efficient officer.

Mzr. Hargood, one of the Assistant Medical Officers in the
Male Department, resigned his appointment in July last;
and your Committee, in consequence of arrangements then
made for the reconstruection of the Male Staff, which will be
hereafter detailed, deemed it advisable not to fill up the
vacancy, They are quite satisfied that a Medical Superin-
tendent, with one Assistant, and with the aid of the
Dispenser, will be found an amply sufficient Medical Staff
for the requirements of the Male Department.

Mr. Ferguson, one of the Assistant Medical Officers in the
Female Department, also resigned his appointment in
August last; and the Committee have appointed Mr. G. R.
Irvine to fill the vacancy.

The health of the Patients has been generally good ; they
have been again, fortunately, free from epidemics, and their
comforts have been in all respects carefully attended to.
Two deaths, occasioned by violence, have occurred in the
Male Department, into the circumstances attending each of
which your Committee made careful inquiry at the time.
The first, in order of time, was the case of Samuel May, a
Patient who died in April last, after a few days’ illness; and
who, before his death, stated that he had been ill-used by
other Patients in his Ward. Every attention was paid to him
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Patients. The details of the plan referred to are given in the
Appendix, and the Committee confine themselves here to an

outline of it.

The Male Department is presided over by the Medical
Superintendent, aided by the Assistant Medical Officer, and
is divided into Two Divisions, over each of which is an In-
spector, whose duty it is to see that all the orders of the
Medical Superintendent and the General Regulations of the
Committee are duly observed. ¥ach Division is sub-divided
into three Seetions, with a Head Attendant over each, whose
duty it is to be constantly passing through the Wards and
Airing Court of his Section, for the purpose of observing the
conduct of the Attendants, their attention to duty, their eare
of the Patients, and their proper obedience to orders. The
Attendants consist of three classes—Attendants having the
charge of Separate Wards ; Night Watchers (both of which
classes have a higher scale of wages); and common Ward
Attendants and Supernumeraries. There are also, occasion-
ally, Speeial Attendants for particular Patients, and the Staff
of Attendants has been somewhat increased, it having been
thought most desirable that no Ward containing Patients of
a violent character should be left, at any time, without at
least two Attendants in it; and it has thus become neces-
~ sary to add to the number of Attendants in such Wards.

In the early part of the year, some correspondence took
place, between the Authorities of the City of London and
your Committee, on the subjeet of providing accommodation,
in this Asylum, for about 200 Patients belonging to the City;
and a meeting of your Committee, with a Deputation from
the Aldermen and Common Council of London, was held ;
but it was found that it would be quile impracticable to
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- furnish such accommodation for the City as was required.
The present large number of Patients in the Asylum proves
that the result then arrived at was the correct one.

The Sewage from the Asylum has again become a matter of
complaint from the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. It
may probably become necessary, at some future time, to bring
the subject again before the Court.

It may be found necessary, by the new Committee to be
now appointed by the Court, to apply for a grant of money
towards the cost of improved Ventilation in some of the

Wards, and for the completion of the Walk round the
grounds..

During the past year, your Committee have appropriated
the sum of 300/, out of the 4007. to which they are limited
annually for expenditure in improvements, to the purchase
of one of Stevens's patent Dough-making Machines. Thishas
been in full working order for some weeks, and they are able
to report satisfactorily of its efficiency ; not only is the bread
very much better mixed byits use, but an increased yield of
four loaves is obtained from every sack of flour.

The Commissioners in Lunacy made their yearly visit to
the Asylum on the 19th, 20th, and 21st December last, and
the entry made by them in the Visitors’ Book, together with
the Correspondence thereon, are appended to this Report, for
the information of the Court.

Your Committee are able to report that, notwithstanding

the increased cost of provisions generally, they have been
able to keep the weekly rate of maintenance for Middlesex












Letters received at the gate to be brought down to the
office by the Gate-porter ; they will be sorted in the office,
and the Letters for the Male Department will be sent to the
Inspectors’ Office, from whence they must be delivered out
as shall be arranged by the Inspectors.

Boxes will be supplied to each residence for reception of
Letters addressed to officers.

Letters for post to be sent either to the Clerk’s Office or
to the Upper Gate, where a Box will be placed for their
deposit.

The Wards lately called 1 and 2 Infirmaries are to be for
the future converted into one Ward; the Upper floor to be
for sleeping accommodation, and the Lower for occupation
by day. All boys of unobjectionable habits and a few of the
adult Patients, to be selected by the Medical Superintendent,
will be placed in this Ward; two Attendants only will be
required for this Ward, and the other two will be transferred,
one or both (as may be required) becoming Supernumerary.
The rest of the boys, whose condition or habits will not
make it desirable to mix with the better class, are to be
placed in one other Ward only, to be selected by the Medical
Superintendent.

Each Head Attendant is to be lodged in some room in his
own Section ; such of the Second Class Attendants as shall

be found to require accommodation elsewhere are to be
lodged in the centre.

MEeEMORANDUM.—One of the Supernumeraries who can

write well is to be employed in assisting the Inspectors at
Desk Work,
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1,106 ; all of whom, exesepting two Males, one escaped and
one absent on trial, and four Females at present on trial, we
have personally examined.

The only employment of restraint since the last visit has
been in the case of one Female Patient, for surgical reasons.

The amount of Seclusion on the Male side continues as
heretofore. On the Female side, a large increase appears
during the last six months over the number in the twelve
preceding ; the return in the first twelve being 302, and in
the last six 503 ; but this increase would seem to have arisen
from the overerowding occasioned during the substitution of -
boarded for asphalte floors in four of the Female Wards.

The number of those employed on one of the days of our
visit were returned as 811, being 335 in the Male, and 476
in the Female Division. The proportion of useful employ-
ments comprised in the returns, however, appears to be small.
Upon inquiry we find, that the boots and shoes made are
almost exclusively those of canvas and cloth, used in the
‘Wards, and that a considerable quantity of Men’s Clothing is
still contracted for. 'We are of opinion that many more
Patients might be instructed as Tailors, Shoemakers, Basket
and Mat Makers, in Upholstery Departments, and in other
ways; that a much larger number might, with advantage, be
employed upon the land, in constructing walks and improving
the Airing Courts, and that a great proportion of the Females
now without any employment whatever, might be occupied
in knitting Stockings, Straw-plaiting, Netting, &e.

The attendances at Chapel appear very small in proportion
to the number in the Asylum ; but they are limited by the size
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of the building itself, which is wholly inadequate to an Insti-
tution of this vast magnitude.

The arrangements for Out-door Exercise are still incom-
plete, in consequence of the state of the proposed walk round
the boundary, which ought now to be finished without fur-
ther delay. This is a subject requiring immediate attention,
several of the Patients in the worst Wards of both Divisions
having, at present, few opportunities of getting beyond their
Airing Courts. Generally, throughout the Female Division,
noise and excitement prevailed to a very considerable extent,
and, though this may have been partly occasioned by our
visit, it was in a much greater degree attributable to the
utter absence of means for engaging the attention of the
Patients, interesting them in any occupation or amusement,
or affording them a sufficient variety of exercise out of doors.
Besides alarge number crouching on the floors, many were in
or upon their beds, some for very trivial causes, and some as
if they had merely sought relief there from the noise and
monotony of the Galleries.

A return made in the Laundry, on one of the days of our
visit, of what is called the * Casual Dirty Linen” of the
previous day, showed 528 articles from the Male Wards, and
495 from the Female ; a disproportion, considering the rela-
tive numbers of the sexes, that should suggest inquiry into
the causes on the part of the Medical Superintendents. The
management of the Laundry we found to be generally effi-
cient, but the proportion of paid Laundry Maids is too large,
and it would be an advantage, we think, to effect such a re-
duction in this respect as might enable paid assistance to be
afforded to the Superintendent.
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treatment, as well as comfort of the Patients, that we again
strongly urge upon the Visitors a suggestion made so long
since as 1854, that the Medical Officers should have authority
so to furnish completely a Ward on each side of the Asylum
as would show at once the effeet upon the Patients, and
afford some guide to the probable cost of carrying out the
improvement generally.

The defects of Ventilation pointed out repeatedly in pre-
vious Entries have been remedied to some extent in the Male
Division; but it is essential that steps should now be taken
more thoroughly to deal with this very grave defect, espe-
cially on the Female side, in the various Dormitories of the
old building, and generally in the Bculleries and padded
rooms. The low temperature was repeatedly complained of
by the inmates of several of the new Wards, more particularly
in the Spur of No. .19 on the Women's side, and in the
Laundry Dormitories ; and, recommending this subject to the
early attention of the Committee, we suggest that additional
blankets should at once be supplied in these rooms.

Of the suggestions made at the last visit, some have been
carried out in the improvements above adverted to; and
as to others we have to remark—That additional furniture
and pictures have been ordered, though not yet placed in
some of the Wards ; that in the twenty bedded Dormitories
there has been a reduction of two beds, and a redistribution
giving further space; that some of the Airing Courts have
been a little more planted, and the sun-shades covered ; that
the ventilation of the Laundry Dining-Hall has been im-
proved, though it remains still defective ; that in the Corridors
some small windows have been knocked out, and gas-lights
have been suspended from the ceiling of the low level Corridor









28

Mr. Hargood, one of the Assistant Medical Officers on the
Male side, has lately resigned, and it is stated to be the
intention of the Committee not to fill up the vacancy. So to
reduce the Medical Staff however, would, in our opinion, be
in the highest degree inexpedient, especially at a time when,
from the increase of numbers in the Female Division, now
containing upwards of 1,100 Patients, it has become manifest
that a third Assistant Medical Officer is urgently requued on
that side.

We have further to state our opinion, as the result of
inquiries during the present and previous visits, that in
several respects the Medical Superintendents of this Asylum
are not invested with the authority essential to a complete
discharge of their responsible functions. They have no voice
in the selection of the sub-officers or Attendants, their power
being limited to suspension for flagrant misconduct. They
are regarded as mere Medical Oﬁicers, whereas, in our
judgment, they ought to be known and recognized in the
Asylum generally as its Superinfendents, and as having abso-
lute direction of everything connected with the moral treat-
ment of the Patients. They should have the ordering of
employments, recreations, and out-door exercises, and should
have a discretion, we think, to grant special indulgences to
particular Patients, whose previous position in life and degree
of education may properly have rendered them exceptional
cases.

The Assistant Medical Officers, we regret to learn, are
subjected to restrictions not called for by any substantial
reasons. A regulation lately made, and at first, but now no
longer, applicable also to the BSuperintendents and the -
Steward, requires them to retuwrn to the Asylum every night






30
The existence of such an abuse for so long a period,
known as it was to the Inspectors and Head Attendants,
appears strongly to illustrate the need for more complete
supervision on the part of the Medical Officers, and to suggest
the expediency of limiting the duties of an adequate number
of Assistant Medical Officers to distinet departments.

The Ward referred to was that in which (unobserved by
the Attendants) one of the Patients was recently strangled
by another,

Upon the subject of Diet, and the quality of the Meat and
other provisions, we have to state, that during our progress
through the Asylum many complaints were made to us.
‘We saw the Patients at dinner on two several days, and much of
the beef appeared to us to be coarse and hard, on tasting it the
first day, though it was better on the second. Upon statements
being repeated to us, however, that generally the Meat was of
inferior quality, frequentiy hard, without fat, and tasteless,
we made sufficient inquiry to satisfy ourselves of the urgent
necessity for a special investigation into these complaints on
the part of the Committee ; and we would suggest to them to
examine, amongst other persons, the IHousekeeper on the
Female side, who seems to have had much experience, and
who, besides supplying all the extra diet on that side, and
providing for the Assistant Medical Officers of both Divisions,
is responsible for the cooking and distribution of the food of
nearly all the Female Patients. On the subject of quantity,
we repeat a suggestion formerly made, and which we think
to be essential under the present system, that the amount of
the Meat allowed should be calculated upon its weight after
being cooked, and without bone, and not, as now, when raw.
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obtainable on the requisition of the Medical Superintendents.
The practice of washing chamber-pots and offensive articles
in the baths has been prohibited, and tubs have already been
ordered to be provided for the purpose. Additional furni-
ture, curtains, blinds, &e., are provided wherever it is made
apparent to the Committee that the same are required.
Hand-rails were recently put up experimentally, as to the
best form for the purpose, and it is intended to provide them
for the staircases in each department. Numerous Patients,
and occasionally troublesome and violent omnes, have been
exchanged between the two Asylums during the last three
years, and more especially during the past year. ‘'lhe
Female Attendants, so far as the Medical Superivtendent
advises, are allowed to take their meals in their Wards; but
the Committee have not allowed them to do so as a general
rule, in consequence of the confusion, want of due observ-
ance of regular meal-times, waste, and irregularities which
took place. The improved ventilation of the Wards, the
colouring of the walls, and many other improvements and
alterations, are being effected, with as much speed as the
limited sum, specified by law as the extent to which Commit-
~ tees of Visitors may incur expenses for such matters in each
year, will allow the Visitors of this Asylum to proceed.

The further employment of Male Patients in the different
trades and handicrafts, and in the grounds, has been con-
stantly urged upon the late Medical Superintendent of that
department, and various indulgences, in the shape of dif-
ferent clothing, tobaceco, snuff, tea, &e., have been held ount
to induce the Patients so to employ themselves ; and the Com-
mittee would be glad to find a larger proportion so engageil.
They will impress this on the New Medical Superintendent,and
they trust that an increase of employments may take place.
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In the Female Department, Straw Plaiting was attempted,
but found to be a failure ; and the Committee will most cheer-
- fully aid and encourage the Medical Superintendent in pro-
moting any oecupation which he may deem the Patients
capable of undertaking, so fully aware are they of the fact
that occupation and exercise may be considered the great
promoters of recovery to sound mind. Although the Walk
round the boundary is only partially constructed, and may
probably not be completely carried round, there are numerous
walks in other parts of the grounds, beyond the Airing
Cour(s, to which the Patients have access, restricted only
and solely by the Medical Superintendents, whose authority
as to exercise, whether within or beyond the limits of the
Asylum Grounds, is unlimited: and ‘it is to them that the
Committee look for fully carrying out this very desirable re-
medial treatment.

The Committee of Visitors, at the time when the Asylum
was enlarged, provided additional accommodation in the
Chapel, which is now capable of containing 700 Patients ;
and they are quite satisfied that it is sufficiently commodious
for the proportion of Patients able to derive benefit from
attending Divine Service, and who may attend without
danger of interrupting or annoying the others.

The large Hall is now used as a Dining Iall, and it would
be very undesirable to disturb its arrangements for the pur-
poses of recreation, &e. ; but although this and the other Halls
are not available for assemblies of Patients of the two sexes
for recreation, the Medical Superintendents can, it they think
fit, assemble them in smaller numbers in the Wards, with

the fullest concurrence of the Visitors.

. Although the Committee of Visitors are of opinion that
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that this must be founded on misrepresentation to the
Visiting Commissioners. A Candidate’s Book is I-:ept on
the Male side by the Medmal Supﬂnnf.endeut and on
‘the Female side by the Mﬂtron, who respectwely take
down all particulars as to the Candidates before they attend
the Committee.. And when the Candldates do attend the
Committee, ea.-::h Medmal Ofﬁr:tm '1ttendq and asslsts the
Committee with his advice on the pmhabfe ﬁtness of the
Candidates, many of whom are rejected at This Euﬂ'gestmn
After approval, the Mcdlml Superintendent calls on the
approved Candnhtes to commence duty on prnbatmn, as
vacancies occur, and at the end of three months (or sooner if
inefficient) the Medical Supenntendent reports, on a ‘printed
form, his opinion of the person’s efficiency, by which report
the Committee are governed. .&gam the Medical Super-
intendents report desen’mg Attendants for promotion or
gratuity, and theiv reeummcndatmns are almost mvamhl}
adopted ; and their powers of suspensmn go f'm beyond cases

of flagrant misconduct.

The Medical Superintendents haye the nrdmlng of the
n:-mplu} ments of the Patients, their recreation and their exer-
cise, 1n an almost unbounded manner ; ; ‘and their suggestions

as to special indulgences to Patients are always emlﬂtdered
b} the Committee with great attention.

The Assistant Medical Officers may be really subjected to
the virtual 1estr1ctmn of returning to the Asylum by half-
past 10 at 111;:,111; although there is no r-::-gu[atmn to thot
effect ; because the Committee have determined that the
Gate Porter, whose duty commences at 5 a.m., when he
admits tne Farm Labourers, and which continues for man'.r
hours during ezu.h d"t}" mt]mut ll’ltC‘lmlSSlDﬂ sh*all not be
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required to ﬁpen the gates after 10.30 p.m., in order that he |
may have the opportunity of gaining six hours rest out of
the twenty-four. It is true that the Committee have inti-
mated to the two Medical Superintendents and the Steward
that, upon occasions of a special nature, and upon giving pre-
vious notice to the Gate Porter, they will not object to his
admitting them ; but this is a relazation of the rule, which
they do not deem it necessary, nor (indeed, as in past expe-
rience they have discovered) is it expedient to extend to the
Assistant Medical Officers, who ought to be on duty and
ready for active employment at or soon after 7 o’clock in the
morning. The Committee never have refused any reasonable
application from these gentlemen for special leave, and the
Medical Superintendents are not disposed to place any im-
pediment in their way; but the Committee do not see any
good reason for altering the present regulation as to admis-
sion at the gates.

The Committee have endeavoured to reply to the whole of
the remarks made by the Visiting Commissioners in their
Entry; but they observe, with much regret, that the more they
have, from feelings of courtesy, listened to the representations
of the Commissioners in Lunacy, the more that body has
attempted to encroach on the functions of the Committee of
Visitors, and to assume a tone of dictation in matters over
which they have no control.

But the Committee must remind the Commissioners that
they are the body to which, by law, is entrusted the care
and management of the Asylum, and the appointment and
regulation of the duties of the Officers, under restrictions
plainly defined by law: and that to them the Court of
Quarter Session and the Ratepayers of the County look for a
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just and economical administration, which shall be not
unsuited to the class of life to which the unfortunate Patients
under their care belong.

The Committee cannot conclude their remarks without
expressing their surprise that the Commissioners should
consider themselves able, after a visit once in the year, to
express themselves so positively as to what alterations are
desirablé. The Committee, who, during the whole of the
year devote constant and anxious care to the management of
the Asylum, know that many of the matters suggested by
the Commissioners in Lunaey are quite impracticable, and
that if they were adopted, they would involve the whole
establishment in hopeless confusion. The Visiting Com-
missioners in Lunacy, in their Entry, do not appear sufficiently
to bear in mind the fact that the Colney Hatch Asylum is
established for Pauper Lunaties only, and that many luxuries
and appliances suggested by them are quite unsuited to that
class of Patients, and could not be provided, but at a cost
which would be most justly complained of by the parishes
chargeable for their support, and which would, even if
granted to the Patients during their residence in the Asylum,

tend most materially to aggravate the distress of those dis-
charged as recovered, who, on their return to their homes

and former condition, would have to forego those comforts
which by long use had become almost necessaries.

I am, Sir,
Your very obedient Servant,
JOHN 8. SKAIFE,

Clerk to the Visilors,
The Honourable W, C. Spring Rice,
Secretary to the Commissioners in Lunacy.
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and that early adoption of the recommendations in question
will be found essential to the due protection and humane
treatment of the Patients in Colney Hatch Asylum,

The Commissioners, observing the warning that is given-
them in your letter against encroaching upon funections not
properly theirs, and your mention of the claim of the Visitors
to have treated their suggestions with * courtesy,” regret to
be under the necessity of reminding the Committee that the
members of this Board, on whom the Legislature has imposed
duties of visitation and influiry ﬂppﬁﬂahle to all As'j;lﬁﬁis;
have a title to graver consideration than mere ¢ eumt&sy
from those with whom the d1sch&rge of then* dutms bnugs
them into unavoidable communication.

They gladly leave to the Committee their full responsi-
bility for the conduct and management of an Institution
which has ﬂutgmwn all the limits within which any proper
or satisfactory adm:mstmtmn of a Lunatic Asylum appears
to them to be possible. They will not here dwell f,pt,cmll}
on events of recent occurrence. Every day’s experience—
since they prntested in 1856 against the enlargement then
determined upon by the Committee—has confirmed and
extended their belief in the evils inseparable from the con-
gregation under one roof of such vast numbers of the insane,
But they must continue to think it incumbent upon them
to contribute, as far as may be pnss{lale, to the alleviation of
those ill-consequences, by inquiring, from time to time,
whether, in the language of the 110th Section of the Aect of
Parliament defining their functions, the provisions of the
law have been carried out as to the Construction of the
Asylum ; as to its Visitation and Management ; as to the
performance of Divine Service therein; as to the Attendants
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APPENDIX D.
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and Unions in the County, in each Year fmm 1851.
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY LUNAT§ ASYLUM, COLNEY HATCH

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE figls January fo 31st December, 1861.
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TABLE VI.

Degree of Education of the 251 Male Patients admitted during
the Year ending December 31s¢, 1861.

Can Read and WHite ... incnns varsisebtoes  20b
Cannot Read and Write . ... o rin. s aasvr. 28
Can Read and Write imperfectly .......... 17
Not necertaineil . o vl e e

Total: s 2 vanatasersok

TABLE VII.

Proportion of the Married, Single, and Widowed of the 251
Male Patients admitted during the Year ending December
31st, 1861.

Single LN B B T R B BN B R R TR A B R N OB R N N ORE B B B U B B R B 93
Marrred s o S e i e e e s e
BT EE [y g e e L R e et S e
Not apcertained” sescnsknsss--caninrbeins 18

TABLE VIII.

Religious Persuasion of the 251 Male Patients admitted during
the Year ending December 31st, 1861,

Hatablished Church (. cicisiasssnnaeunon s H0S
Brofestant Thssetit’ o, il vaiis en s mansbesma 5
Roman Catholie i h i st v an s ian v LS
Jewishsv ... s R e e s ol SR
‘Nﬁtascertained L T e P S T e

Tﬂtﬂi..m;-v ------ 201
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TABLE XIV.

Time of Treatment of the 69 Male Patients discharged Cured
during the Year ending December 31st, 1861,

TIME OF TREATMENT.

Not exceeding 1 Month,..5csvses0ssassssee 0
g 2Monthe e mink it 5

5y 3 5% LA B I B NN I R R IR B LI B ﬁ

3 e mm kA R

L) '5 oy ® % @ Foa b osd Fde kAR 9

+ B e e R D

i 7 ERE TR E bes R E R E e

L] 8 L L A R I R T I T I 5

. S EEI R S e e

T ]-D L T R R L I o O 4

5 | R e e T R e

1 IY'Ear ........ YRR 3

s N 2 Xearfcusnvinnes T e 4
" 3 13 T R EEE R 4
Tolal o oo isnins B9

TABLE XV.

Form of the Disease in the Cases of the 118 Male Patients
who have Died in the Year ending December 31st, 1861.

-Mania .'Il-llliliirlllillll'l'l'lllliIill'*'.'l..'.Sﬂ

complicated with Epilepsy..eeaveeuass 7
General Paralysis ..., 8

Monomania ... .veees.- 81T RS S e e oo |
Melancnolia. ........ A T AR o e i e A
Yernenbin: s e e S a s e A R e G e e O

complicated with Epilepsy ssveesse 4
‘General Paralysis.., 16
idiocy and Imbecility, ..ot eiveersnsnensscss 4
complicated with Epilepsy 3

. Tnta']- llllll i-l--l--li‘liilIS
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Patients who died rather suddenly in the night, after a con-
tinued attack of maniacal excitement. The Verdict of the Jury
was, “ Died from failure of the Heart. Natural Death.”

The casualties that have ocewrred have been of rather more
serious nature, four Patients having accidentally suffered from
fractured legs. In one instance it was necessary to restrain
the Patient by means of a sheet fastened across the body and
arms for a few days, the fracture being compound, the Patient
also suffering from Mania with Epilepsy. One Patient had
fracture of the left side of the lower jaw, in consequence of her
chin coming in contact with the floor in the Ward during an
Epileptic seizure.

It is pleasing to be able not to record any fatal casualty,
although several unsuccessful attempts have been made by many
Patients to commit suicide by strangulation, hanging, and
drowning (whilst being bathed). A violent Epileptic attempted
to burn a hole in her throat with a poker which had been
casually left in the fire. =~ = '

The escapes have been rather more frequent, chiefly from the
Drying-ground belonging to the Laundry Department; and 1
beg to direct the attention of the Committee to this portion of
the building, as it would make this part of the Establishment
more effective if the boundary were rendered more secure.

In recording the casualties of the Patients, it may not be out
of place to state that the Nurses do not always escape from
accidents consequent upon their situation, and, in one unfortu-
nate instance, a homicidal attack was made upon a Nurse, who
received a violent blow on the mouth, loosening her teeth, and
breaking one. Other instances have occurred in which it has
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been necessary for Nurses to keep their beds for shorter or .
longer periods, after the desperate struggles and violence of
Patients towards them, and, in most instances, so far as could
be ascertained, without any provocation. | |

The removal of the asphalte flooring from the Wards and
Bed-rooms this year has added yery much to the health and
comfort of the Patients, and will also contribute very much to,
the warmth and cheerfulness of the Wards, as they previously
had a most depressing effect upon the inmates.

The amusements afforded to the Patients have been appre-
ciated by them, and the customary Féte in the field during the
summer was attended by a larger number than in previous
years. I beg also to thank the Committee for contributing
more to their in-door pleasures by procuring additional pianos
and music.

In a building of this magnitude, and among so large a
number of inmates, a further addition of Musical Instruments,
&e., would be appreciated by many of them.

The habit of Patients visiting their Relatives has been fully
carried out, as in former years, and in no instance has the privi-

lege been abused.

I have great confidence in recommending to the favourable
consideration of the Committee the constant and active exer-
tions of the various Officers of the Female Department in car-
rying out the necessary defails; also the Nurses and Servants
generally, for their attention and strict compliance with the rules
of the Asylum, two instances having occwrred in which the
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TABLE II.

Combination of Mental Diseases with Epilepsy in 31 Epileptic
Cases admitted during the Year ending December 31st, 1861.

| FEMALES.
xﬁrith Ma'nii LR # W LB £ I | L] ﬁ
., Recurrent ditto i S ‘ 3
.» 1mbecility s 2 : ! 21
»» Dementia .. i : o . 1
Total. o S e 31

the Year ending December 31sf, 1861,

TABLE III.
Duration of the Disorder in the 272 Cuses admitted during

DURATION.,
Not exceeding 1 Month o
o 2 Months da
12 3 k]
17 4 .?1‘
" 5 L] - "
12 6 3% L
EL B L] & @
"y 9 & 1% - oW
5 1 Year A
4 2 Years :
5| 3 an LA g
3% 4 s @
b & ] '5 EL ] W
KT 6 L] -w
X ? 19 ..
1 9 b LI ]
b} ) ]'ﬂ HL ] LI
L) Il 23 L
39 12 a2 L]
2 20 3a .
’ 228 T X
% 23 L] L ]
o S . i =
" 42 33 (]
e Years o
IFFrom Birth e D . Rk
Not ascertained i iy
Total

FEMATLES.
o i 125
s 29
o e 17
e i 6
S 2 4
o N 8
& @ o 5
= o D
ik i 10
da 48 20
% N 3
- % 2
i s 1
; o8 2
e i 3
0% i 1
- Fu 1
. : 1
: oA 3
% 2 1
1 gy 1
o e 3
i i 2
S N 1
i 2 1
M £ 3
e e 14

------

=
=F
b

B i i i






TABLE V.

Stations or Occupations of the 272 Patients admitted during the
Year ending December 31st, 1861.

~ FEMALES.

Bﬂ.l'IIHI.il’]:E,- maEE s e s jj:llrl"llii.jfi'l wn
Bookfoler .... 0.0 Ean s
Bmmmaker #E BE B KR kB ma®F g w oEw

Eroughtforwm..m ks
Wife of o Blacksmith - Y
1] Bl'll'.'-klﬂfel' LA T O N LR LN

ol Beerhouse E.'eel:rer L

s»  Boiler Maker, ., v ¥

s - Cab DIiver: . sesevasss

1 i1 Emaﬂ-;.;;.-...--..--

SRR ) [T e

l’ Glﬂrk. F @ A BREEEE - wa W

i Carpenter ........00 w00

| s . Commercial Clerk .. ....
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