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They still hope, however, that the whole of the works may
be ready for occupation within the period fixed by the con-
tract, that 1s, the month of June next. The condition of
the buildings was such as necessarily to prevent the recep-
tion of new Patients, and two only have been received
since August, 1858. It is most important that this state of
things should be put an end to as soon as possible, and
the Committee, notwithstanding unexpected .delays, trust
that no long time will elapse before the Architect will be
able to report that some, at least, of the more advanced
Wards are fit for the purpose.

The Committee has been engaged during the year in con-
sidering what establishment will be necessary, in addition to
that now maintained, when the New Buildings shall be
opened. They have not yet so far completed that inquiry as
to be able to report upon the subject to the Court; but they
have left on the record of their Minutes the conclusions at
which they have already arrived, and can only now assure
the Court that they have kept carefully in view how needful
it is that no increase of expense, either of salaries or
numbers, shall be permitted to go beyond the actual necessity
of the case ;—a course which they are sure will be followed
by their successors in completing the inquiry entered upon
by them.

Among the matters requiring pressing attention, the state
of the burial-ground was one of considerable importance.
That part of it which was formed when the Asylum was
opened in 1832 had never been drained at all; and the in-
crease made to it in 1847, although well drained, was almost
filled with the bodies of patients, and had been too recently
formed, to bear that’any portion of it should be re-opened.
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to 150/, a year, and the Committec desire to add to this
recognition of long and faithful services, the expression of
their respect and esteem for Mr. Wright.”

During the course of the year the Workwoman, Miss
Mbacfie, having resigned, the Committee promoted Mary Ann
Duce, one of the Ward Attendants, to the office. Miss Duce
had been seven years in the service of the Asylum, her con-
duct had been invariably good, and she was recommended by
the Matron and the prinecipal Medical Officer en the Female
side, as highly qualified to fill it. The Committec were glad,
therefore, of the opportunity of showing to the Establish-
ment that meritorious conduct in the service would be
rewarded by promotion, when the proper opportunity pre-
sented itself for such purpose.

In the Report presented to the Court in 1858, it was
stated that the office of Housekeeper, vacated by the death
of Mrs. Clift, had not been filled up, the Committee being
desirous of first ascertaining whether the duties of the
Housekeeper might not be satisfactorily discharged by the
Kitchen Establishment as it then existed, but that such an
arrangement could not be considered as more than an ex-
periment. The result of their experience has been to satisfy
the Committee, looking especially to the additional duties
which will soon be laid upon the Kitchen, that the ofiice of
Housekeeper should again be placed upon the Establishment,
It will not, however, be filled up until the works at the new
buildings are about to be opened for Patients.

While considering this matter, the relative duties of the
Storekeeper, Housekeeper, and Engineer, came under the
revision of the Committee, and arrangements have been
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which additional Works, although sanctioned by the Court,
no provision has yet been made, until it is seen whether they
will not be covered by the original grant. During the year
1858, advantage was also taken of the opportunity which
presented itself of increasing the amount of the accommoda-
tion, to the extent of at least 50 Beds, by raising the Walls
of the Scullery, at an estimated expenditure of £360., The
Committee have from the first been most anxious to confine
the expenditure for the new Buildings within the grant made
by the Court, so as to render any further application to the
Court, on that account at all events, unnecessary ; and after a
full and careful consideration with their Architect, they still
believe, as they have before reported, that no such applica-
tion will be made with respect to any Works intended to be
provided for in that grant. The Court, however, will bear
in mind that these other Works now referred to formed no
part of the original plan, and will no doubt readily grant an
amount sufficient to cover the expense, if it be necessary to
apply for it. It will be found when the whole of the altera-
tions and additions are completed, that the Asylum will be
capable of receiving 700 additional Patients, instead of 600,
as originally contemplated. In the original Estimate pro-
vision was made for no more Clothing, Beds, Bedding, and
TFurniture of Wards, than was sufficient for the 600 Patients.
If the Court shall approve of the additional 100 being re-
ceived, a grant will then be required to make proper arrange-
ments for their accommodation,

It will then also be for the Court to determine whether
addition shall be made to the quantity of land occupied by
the Asylum. The Committee think it will be desirable, if
it ean be procured in an appropriate situation and at a reason-
able price.
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the malady in others, is not observable in all of these now.
The tendency to suicide, combined with that form and with

some of the cases of mania, has subsided in many instances ; |

incipient imbecility, or acute dementia, the disorder of some,
has changed into manmiacal excitement in a few cases, and
into active melancholia in others. General Paralysis has
supervened upon some of the cases, and in others with which
it was associated on admission it remains stationarv. In 2
of the latter the mental affection has nearly passed away,
and in 2 others, also paralysed on admission, the paralytie
symptoms have disappeared altogether, whilst the mind in
each is reduced to a state of imbeecility.

Admissions having been suspended since August last, in
consequence of the alterations that are m progress in the
building, rather fewer Patients than usual were received, the
average number resident during the year being 435 as com-
pared with 439, the average of the previous year.

Of the 55 Patients admitted, the disease was complicated
in 10 cases, with general Paralysis, in 5 others with Epilepsy,
and in 1 more there was a double combination, viz., of general
admitted. Thus 17 of the Patients received must be regarded
as affording scarcely a hope of amendment. In a considerable
proportion of the 38 remaining cases the insanity was found
to have existed for many years, and some of the Patients to
have been discharged uncured from other Asylums. '

Paralysis and Epilepsy; there was also a case of Idiotey

Fourteen of the Patients discharged recovered had only
been ill for a short time previous to admission, the duration
of their attacks i{i\tﬂging from a few days to six months, and
the period of their residence in the Asylum from ten weeks

a
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to fifteen months; 5 others, the duration of whose disorders
before their reception at the Asylum was not ascertained,
but appeared to be of recent origin, were under treatment
for seven weeks, five months, eight months, two years, and
two years and a-half respectively. 8 who had been ill from
a year to eighteen months, resided for periods varying from
five months to three years and a-half. 2 reported to have
been insane for six years at intervals before admission, and
1 occasionally for twenty years, were resident five months,
four years and eight months, and twenty months repectively.

One of the Patients discharged improved, is a man who
effected his escape in July last, whilst a ericket-match was
going on ; he wandered about London for three weeks, and
was at last met by a former Attendant of the Asylun, who
recognized him, and seeing that some of the clothes he had
on were such as the Patients of this institution wear, ques-
tioned him, and not being satisfied with the replies, gave
him in charge to the Police, who being apprised of the es-
cape, took him to the Station-house, and thence to a neigh-
bouring Workhouse ; from which he was prevailed upon to
return to the Asylum with an Attendant, sent for him in
accordance with a notification of where he was to be found,
communicated by the Police. It was necessary, under the
present law, to remove the name of this Patient from the
Asylum list, and to report him to the Commissioners in
Lunacy as discharged, he having been absent for more than
fourteen days ; also to procure a new certificate of insanity
for his re-admission, a formality which seems to be uncalled
for, and might have been attended with very serious
consequences ; he might have refused to return, and he
could not have been detained in the Workhouse. It is
desirable, that in future legislation on the subject of
insanity, this point should be well considered, The 4 others
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discharged improved were transferred to Workhouses in ex-
change for Patients found troublesome there, and reported as
probably curable, but who proved to be imbecile and epileptic;
such transfer is always a measure of very doubtful propriety,
and can only be justified by extreme necessity.

Two of these not improved were sent, one to the Oxford,
the other to the Surrey Asylum, having been adjudicated
to these counties; the remaining 3 were removed to
Colney Hateh Asylum, 2 at the request of the authorities of
a parish in the eastern part of Middlesex, in order that all
their Patients might be in that establishment near their
homes, and within easy distance of their relatives ; and one, a
discontented man, in exchange for a similarly-disposed
Patient; this exchange has been attended with benefit to both.

The mortality of the last year was greater than that of the
previous one. 38 Patients died in 1858, whereas only 29
died in 1857, ‘General Paralysis was the cause of death in
10 cases. Pulmonary Consumption and other diseases of the
organs of respiration proved fatal to 14. 3 died of Dropsy, and
4 from general Debility. Apoplexy, Disease of the Hip Joint,
Disease of the Scrotum, Disease of the Liver, and Uleceration
of the Bowels destroyed one each. One. an Epileptic, was
found dead in bed; an inquest was holden on the body,
and the verdiet returned was * Accidentally suffocated in
bed whilst in a fit.” Happily no case of Suicide occurred,
notwithstanding that 10 of the Patients admitted during the
year had the suicidal tendency strongly marked, and the
disposition to self-destruction is still active in several of the
old Patients.

The ages of seven of the deceased ranged from 67 to 82
years. Two of them had been 27 years each in the Asylum,
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one 23 years, one 20, one 15, and two upwards of 4 years
each. The duration of the Insanity was in one of these eases
47 years, in another 39, in one 38 years, and inone 29, in
one 19, in one 6 years, and in one the period of the disorder
could not be ascertained.

The general Health of the Patients has been good. The
Asylum has been, as usual, free from epidemic disease of
‘every kind. In the Spring, and since the commencement of
Winter, Chest affections have prevailed, and there have been
several cases of acute Rheumatism.

No serious injury nor act of violence occurred during the
year, and further experience confirms the opinion already ex-
pressed of the efficacy of the Straw Hat recommended by
Dr. Boyd, of the Somerset County Lunatic Asylum, in pro-
tecting Epileptics from injuries by falls in their fits.

The Eastern Tower, which contained 120 Patients, having
been surrendered to the builders early in September last, in
order that the alterations in that part of the house might be
proceeded with, the inmates were removed, some to a large
room over the entrance gate; others to the north square of
the tower, which was approached by a temporary wooden
stairease ; others to new buildings erected at the back of the
premises for workshops, and storehouses for vegetables. The
removal was promptly effected, and with as little incon-
venience to the Patients as possible. The places indicated
were rendered as comfortable as eircumstances would admit.
The exertions made by Mr. Clift, the Steward, and by M,
Martin, the Engineer, largely contributed to the attainment
of this object. The Attendants, by turns, slept every night
one in each of these rooms, with the Patients, and had the
means of communicating with a Watchman on duty at the
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stances of removal to other Asylums or to Workhouses. Of
the 9, 4 Patients were much improved in their mental con-
dition at the date of the removal, and 5 were not improved.

Twenty Patients were discharged cured; which is at the
rate of 3°4 per cent. of those under treatment, and is below

the average of former years.

Among the 20 discharged cured, 4 only had been resident
in the Asylum for more than one year, and the whole of
them were admitted within a few weeks of the outset of
the discase. Of the 4 who had been under treatment in
the Asylum for longer periods than a year, 1 had been
a Patient 4 years, and another 10 years. The former Patient
was discharged at a very early period of the past year. She
has visited the Asylum several times since, and she remains
quite well. The other Patient, who was resident 10 years,
has also been under constant observation since her discharge,
and continues in good health. On leaving, in May last, she
was provided with a situation in which she has given great
satisfaction to her employers.

Among the Patients discharged improved, are several who
from having been violent and dangerous had become quiet
and tractable, and have been removed to Workhouses in
exchange for other Patients requiring the immediate advan-
tages of a well-organised Lunatie Asylum.

Deaths.—Thirty-two female Patients have died during
the past year; very many of whom were of very advanced
age; 16 of them being above 60 years, and 7 more than 70.

Fifteen' of the entire number had been inmates of the
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Asylum for upwards of 10 years; and of these fifteen, 11
were admitted more than 15 years ago, and 6 had been
resident in the Asylum above 25 years.

Among the Causes of Death, the most frequently occurring
was general Debility, in other words, the effect of the long
standing disease and old age conjoined. In 8 cases death
occurred from this cause; 3 patients died of general
Paralysis ; 7 from the direct intervention of Diseases of the
Brain,—5 of whom were attacked with Sanguinenus Apo-
plexy, and 2 died from the effects of extensive Softening of
the Brain substance.

One of these Patients was admitted with all the symptoms
of this affection in an aggravated form, and died after a
residence of a few weeks only.

Epilepsy has proved fatal in two instances. In one case
the patient was found dead in her bed; and died, therefore,
during the epileptic seizure. She was a cripple, and much
deformed, and had been subjeet to fits for 29 years, and
resident in the Asylum 16 years. An inquest was held on
this Patient, and a verdict of * Death by Natural Causes”
returned. -

In the other case of death from Epilepsy the Patient was
gradually worn out by the frequent recurrence of fits. She
was an aged woman, and besides being Epileptic was affected
with general Paralysis,

Two Patients died of Pulmonary Consumption ; one of
Peritonitis, or Inflammation within the Abdomen ; and two
of Inflammatory Affections of the Chest, The number of the
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recovered. One of this class, M., resident in the Asylum
several years, had been a trustworthy helper, for some time,
in the houses of different officers, and latterly, a very accept-
abls assistant in the Kitchen; on being brought before the
Committee, for discharge, she received so good a character, and
made such a satisfactory appearance, as to induce the Magis-
trates to appoint her, on Trial, to a domestic situation, then
vacant in the Establishment. M. has performed her duties
well and faithfully, and the Committee having been pleased
to confirm her in her situation, she is really one of the most
efficient domestic servants in the House.

Several excellent needlewomen were also amongst the re-
covered Patients; some of whom met with satisfactory en-
gagements after leaving the Asylum. Of one young woman
of 23, who was two years an inmate, a slight mention may
be permitted. E. J. had served an apprenticeship to dress-
making, but her mind gave way soon after entering upon
business for hefself. She was in a deplorable condition when
admitted ; and being determined to commit suicide by starva-
tion, gave both Officers and Attendants great trouble and
-anxiety. Her convalescence was very gradual, and she was
discharged one month on #rial. During her abode at Han-
well, an elder sister left a good situation in order to keep up
E. J.’s work-connection. Whilst she was out upon trial she
waited personally upon the ladies who had formerly employed
her. Nearly all promised to continue their patronage ; and,
with a kind grant made by the Committee from the Adelaide
Fund upon her final discharge, and which enabled her to
subsist until she obtained returns from her work, she entered
courageously upon business once more, and has been during
many months, and continues to be—a self-supporting, useful,

happy member of society.
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Return of Patients Annually Admitted into the Asylum_from its opening on 16¢th May,
1831, to the 81st December, 1858, distinguishing the Admissions, Discharges,

HANWELL LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Deaths, and those now remaining in the Asylum.
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_18th January, 1859.

J. MORRISON; Clerk of the Asylum. ;-







Wanwell Lunatic Agplum.
THE ESTABLISHMENT, 81s¢ December, 1858.
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