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10 KING EDWARD’S SCHOOLS.

On referring to the Statistical Tables, you will
perceive that no children, of either sex, were admitted,
who had previously been convieted of crime; nor, so
far as I recollect, did any such children apply for
admission : cases of this kind are not rigidly excluded
by the Regulations of the Charity, but are admissable
under exceptional circumstances, and to a limited and
specified extent, But I am always glad when I am
able to report the absence of this element from the
Schools: for the experience I have gained during my
twelve years’ service as your Chaplain, convinces me
that the association of criminal children with those
who are simply destitute, exercises a most baneful
influence on the latter, and lowers the general tone
and character of the Institution. There are now,
happily, many schools maintained for the express
purpose of reforming juvenile delinquents, and educa-
ting neglected children, the managers of which usually
obtain by law a small weekly payment from the
parents: an admirable arrangement, since it affords
some security against parental misconduct. And it
appears to me highly desirable that criminal and
neglected children should generally be remitted to
Certified Reformatories, or Industrial Schools; and
should not be allowed to participate in the free ad-
vantages of a Charitable Tustitution, to the execlusion
of others who, amidst great temptation, have hitherto
maintained a fair character.

I must again remark upon the early age at which the






12 KING EDWARD'S SCHOOLS.

hoping, with the sanction of the Committee, to allot
small plots to some of the senior and well-conducted
lads, for their own use and amusement: a privilege
which, I think, will be very highly valued, and which
will afford a means of healthy recreation, and foster
and encourage an industrial habit.

I cannot speak too highly of the moral conduct both
of the boys and the girls. Speaking more particularly
of the boys, I may mention that the gentry resident
in a neighbourhood of the School looked forward to
our advent with much apprehension. They antici-
pated that the boys would be constantly straying out
of bounds, and that their fruits and flowers would be
subject to frequent depredations. I am happy to say
that these fears have been completely dissipated. I
have not received a single complaint of the kind : and
thus, although under certain regulations, the boys are
occasionally allowed to go from the premises entirely
unattended. On the contrary, I have been congratu-
lated on the orderly and respectful conduct of our lads,
and upon the good moral tone that appears to pervade
the School. Many of our neighbours are in the habit
of joining our congregation on Sunday Evenings in
the Temporary Chapel, and have remarked with satis-
faction upon the reverent behaviour of the inmates,
and the heartiness with which they join in our plain
and simple services,

During the Autumn, both Schools were visited by








































































34 BETHLEM HOSPITAL.

effecting their object by constant watchfulness on the
part of the Attendants.

There is this year an increase of 17 in the number of
admissions over last year, and it is gratifying to be able
to state that the per centage of cures remains at about
the same as in previous years,

I have appended to my report an obituary drawn up
after a plan adopted by Dr. Boyp, of the Somerset
Asylum, shewing the post mortem appearances in those
cases where an examination of the body was made.

We have had two Theatrical representations, viz: in
March and November—and I am glad to state that these
our first attempts at amusements of this character proved
a great success. The portable Theatre was constructed
on the premises by our own workmen, and many kind
friends assisted in painting the scenery, and preparing
the necessary dresses. We hope from time to time to
repeat these performances.

Permission to send those patients to Brighton who
were likely to be benefited by change of air and scene,
was again granted this year, with very satisfactory results.
I was enabled to send 30 females, and 20 males, for
periods, varying from a fortnight to three weeks. In ad-
dition to the great good done to the patients, these
visits are of marked service to the Attendants, being an
agreeable, and in some cases necessary change from their
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