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2] KING EDWARD’S SCHOOLS.

the qualifications for admission. The name of the
Institution has been changed from “ House of Oceupa-
tions,” to the more appropriate one of ““King Edward’s
Schools.” The age of admission, hitherto from 13 to 186,
has been lowered to from 12 to 15,—a very beneficial
alteration. Admissions are no longer confined to resi-
dents in the City of London, the County of Middlesex,
and the Borough of Southwark, and the Institution has
thus become not a local, but in every sense a national
one: and, what is more important than all, its character
as a school for the prevention of crime, rather than for
the reformation of juvenile criminals, has been more
clearly defined. Except in special cases, criminal children
will not now be reeceived, and under no circumstances
will the proportion of children who have been so con-
victed be allowed to exceed one-sixth part of the whole
number of inmates. I regard this as the most excellent
feature of the new Scheme. I had long felt that the
association of children steeped in crime, and used to
prison ways, with those who are simply destitute and
unprotected, was a practice unfair to the latter, and one
calculated to exercise a very baneful influence upon the
future course of life of the inmates generally. It was
once a reproach to have belonged to the School, and 1
know it was felt by former inmates to be so, but this will
not be the case any longer; and I think we shall find
that our old scholars will be more careful than ever to
bring no discredit by their conduct upon an Institution
to which they are so deeply indebted for shelter and
instruetion in their early years. The number of Reform-
atory Schools which have, in the last few years, been
established, and cspecially the opening of the large one






















































26 - KING EDWARD’S SCHOOLS,

From 9 to 1 o’clock (except Saturdays)—Trades-boys at their trades
from 9 to 12, and in School from 12 to 1, except three boys employed
as balers, who shall attend School two hours every afternoon.

Bchool-boys in school from 9 to } before 12 o’clock, and in oecu-
pation from 12 to 1 under the Arts-masters, as the Superintendent
shall direct.

Girls selected for particular employments to be at their respective
occupations from 9 to 1 o’clock, as the Matron shall liirec:t; and on
alternate days at school during the same hours.

From 1 to 2 o’clock —Dinner and recreation.

From 2 to 6 o'clock (excep! Saturday)—Trades-boys at their trades.
School-boys at school from 2 till 5 o’clock, and from 5 till 6 o'clock in
occupation, as the Superintendent shall direct.

Girls selected for particular employments to be at their respective
occupations, and the rest at needlework, from half-past 2 till 5 o’clock,
and in occupation from b till 6 o’clock, as the Matron shall direct.

From 6 fo T} o’ cleck —Supper and recreation.

From ’i'g fo 8 a‘eiaei--Prajar.

8 o'elock——Bed-time.

On Saturdays.

No school to be kept, either in the morning or afternoon, and no
Trades-boys to be required to work at their trades after 12 o’clock. The
inmates on this day to be engaged in cleaning the establishment,
assorting and dizstributing clean linen, using the bath, and in such other
occupations as the Superintendent and Matron shall respectively direct.
The recreation of the inmates to be, when the weather will permit, in
the airing-grounds, and at other times in the day-rooms, which are to
be provided with suitable books for amusement and instruction.

On Sundays.

Until 8 o’ elock—The inmates to be occupied in making beds, changing
linen, and delivering up all that is dirty, and preparing for the proper
spending of the day.

From 8 fo 10 o'clock~—DBreakfast and walking in the airing-grounds,
when the weather wlll permit.

From 10 to 11 o' clock—In school-rooms, reading the Lessons for the

day, repeating Catechism, and answering questions on seriptural
subjects,
























a4 BETHLEM HOSPITAL.

and although the actual per-centage of cures is not so
large as it was in 1859, it is, nevertheless, larger than the
mean per-centage for the past forty years.

When receiving patients under our care, we are fre-
quently reminded of the value of the resolution of your
Committee to restrict the admission to those who, in a
social point of view, are most in need of such an Asylum,
and to refer the pauper applicant to the parish autho-
rities for transfer to the County Asylum, If this had not
been acted upon, I doubt if we should this year have re-
corded the admission of eighty-six patients of good and
liberal education, or find that relief and a home had been
enjoyed by the class of patients represented in Table 18.

We have been peculiarly free during the past year
from any circumstances causing either excitement among
the patients or anxiety to the authorities. The routine
of the Hospital has gone on from day to day without any
occurrence of an unusual character. Generally, the
health of the patients has been good; and only in one
instance have I had occasion to report an attendant to
the Sub-Committee for dereliction of duty.

Little alteration has taken place in the general
arrangements of the Wards, because little has been
needed. The lower wards have been improved in aspect
by additional decorations and objects of interest; and
while the Commissioners in Lunacy, at their last official
visit, reported “ the upper wards to be most comfortable
and cheerful,” the same document recorded the opinion






36 BETHLEM HOSFPITAL.

and cheerful occupation. Each evening, in one or other
of the wards, the piano may be heard accompanying
the dance or the song. The monthly general parties are
looked forward to with as much pleasurable anticipation,
and present as many happy animated faces as during the
first year they were instituted. The bhilliard and bagatelle
tables are still enjoyed ; and the anticipations of many are
raised by the promised continuation of the Series of Lec-
tures on Travels in Switzerland and Germany, which our
Chaplain commenced last year. The patient referred to in
my last Report as so much benefited by the stimulus of
an evening’s amusement has continued to improve satis-
factorily and progressively ; he no longer looks like the
idiot man of last year, or passes day after day in passive
idleness. Throughout the year his life has been an active
one ; and though still harbouring some strange delusions
and mysterious fancies, he is happy in following his former
trade of a bookbinder, and has rendered valuable assist-
ance by restoring some of the dilapidated volumes in
our library.

We have again to record the Deaths of some patients
who have passed many years under this roof, and also
of a few who, from the state of extreme physical weak-
ness in which they were brought into the wards, soon
died, giving us but little opportunity of affording them
relief—thus, two died after forty-three and one after
thirty-six years residence; four died within ten days and
ten within three months of their admission. In almost all
the cases the death was anticipated and dependant either
upon long persistent organic derangement or upon the ex-
treme state of exhaustion to which the patient was reduced
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