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8 KING EDWARD’S SCHOOLS.

December last, 100 Boys and 99 Girls, making a total
of 199 inmates,

Of the number admitted during the year, 3 boys
only, and no girls, had been brought before the Magis-
trates for theft, vagrancy, or other minor offence;—a
circumstance upon which I sincerely congratulate you.

The Sub-Committee of Governors, who meet at the
School on the second and fourth Friday in every month
for the purpose of admitting candidates, have exercised
the greatest care that none but the most destitute cases
shall partake of the benefits of your noble Institution ;
and, as a rule, they have refused to admit any but
fatherless children.

No case sent from the City has been rejected ; and
the Scheme for the Regulation of the Charity has been
carried out most strictly, both in the letter and the
spirit.

[ feel it necessary to call your attention to the
extreme youth of most of the applicants for admission,
because it has an important bearing upon the number
discharged to situations during the last two years, as
well as upon the number of former inmates who in
1863 presented themselves for rewards for good con-
duct; in both of which, it will be seen by a reference
to the Tabular Statements in former Reports, there has
been a decrease. When 1 became your Chaplain, eight
years ago, the average age of Candidates for admission
was 14 and 15 years. Of the 83 boys admitted last







10 KING EDWARD'S SCHOOLS.

The boys who have left us during the year have been
disposed of as follows :
Outfitted to the Royal Navy........ 55

To Situationa in Trades............ 13
Removed by their Friends.......... 7
L e A e S e
Senk Homell - et at
by 0 e SR s L B L S R L |

Tﬂml-l--!--rvlt----a 34

I continue to receive the most satisfactory accounts
of the conduct of our boys who have joined the Royal
Navy. During the last eight years I have placed no
less than 503 boys in that most desirable service, and I
am able to state positively that considerably more than
400 of them are still serving their Queen and Country,
to the entire satisfaction of their commanding officers.
At Christmas, we invited all of our boys who were on
leave of absence from the training ships to spend an
evening at the Schools, and gave them a magic lantern
entertainment and a supper. A considerable number
attended, and seemed thoroughly to enjoy the oppor-
tunity of renewing their acquaintance with their masters

and schoolfellows.

Fifty-two girls have left the Institution during the
year. They have been disposed of as follows :—

Outfitted and sent to Situations .... 39
Removed by Friends .. ......cc00:c 8
Abgoonded ...cesanncavresnnavaas B
Sent Home ill'. citasii st vinavnnn

Dind s tvnise svriilhod s o« apides <l

uh)tﬂl-;-pnt---c.------ 52








































































34 BETHLEM HOSPITAL.

and that there has been no attempt at suicide. This
immunity from disaster may mainly be attributed to the
care and vigilance of the attendants in charge of the
several wards.

It is worthy of remark, that the class of patients
treated in the Hospital are peculiarly objects of anxiety,
since, of the number of patients admitted during the
year, eighty were reported, by the medical men who
signed the certificates for their admission, to be suicidal.
(Vide Table XV.)

By reference to Table No. XIX. it will be noticed,
that a considerable number of the patients reported to
have died during the year were very advanced in years,
and that ten died of diseases totally unconnected with
mental derangement. Four cases of death from acute
mental disorder occurred within a very few days of their
admission,—the patients being in such an exhausted con-
dition when brought to the Hospital, consequent upon
the excitement under which they had been suffering,
that little or no hope of their recovery was entertained
from the first,—and they were really received because it
was feared that the fatigue of a further journey, even for
a short distance, might immediately prove fatal.

Although cases of general paralysis are ineligible for
admission according to the Rules of the Hospital, three
cases are reported to have died from that disease during
the year. The symptoms at the time of their reception
were so masked, that a doubt existed as to whether they
were suffering from that form of disorder; and it has







36 BETHLEM HOSPITAL,

position to defray the cost of their further maintenance.
It so happens that in these cases, as a rule, the disease
has existed for a considerable period, and has assumed a
chronic character, and recovery is very rare.

Through the liberality of the Governors a number of
patients of both sexes have again had the privilege of
spending several weeks at the seaside, accompanied by
trustworthy attendants. The advantages they derived
from the change of air and scene were considerable ; and
no single circumstance occurred to cause regret that
such indulgence had been granted. Although their en-
joyment whilst absent was very great, yet, on the expira-
tion of their holiday, they all appeared delighted to return
to their old home in Bethlem.

In addition 1o these special indulgences, numerous
opportunities have been afforded of visiting places of
public amusement, both scientific and otherwise,—Exhi-
bitions, the Crystal Palace, Cattle Show, &e.,—the
situation of the Hospital having afforded facilities for
such purposes. The following extract from the Report
of the Commissioners in Lunacy, on their late visit to
the Hospital, shews the extent of liberty which has been
afforded during the last twelve months :—

“ We are informed that, of the whole number of in-
mates, eighty-eight are allowed to take exercise beyond
the precincts of the Hospital, and passes enabling patients
to enjoy this privilege were granted on 1,311 occasions.”

Very few changes have been made amongst the at-







38 BETHLEM HOSPITAL.

Service in the Chapel. He has instituted a Weekly
Class to practice Church Singing, and has been able to
mtroduce Chanting with great success in our Sunday
Services. The patients join very heartily in the responses,
and seem to appreciate the alteration. |

In conclusion, I feel very deeply how much my own
duties have been lightened by the kind assistance and
co-operation of all my brother officers; and I am sure
the Governors will be gratified, that the same good feel-
ing which has marked our association for so many years
past, still exists.

To the Committee my thanks are especially due for
their liberality and consideration in adopting any sug-
gestion I may have made, and helping me in every
difficulty.

I desire to assure the Governors that I shall continue
to use my best energies to the advantage of the patients
under my care, and for the maintenance of the credit of
this Royal Hospital.

I have the honour to be,
My Lords and Gentlemen,

Your very obedient and obliged Servant,

W. HELPS, M.D.

January 22nd, 1864.
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