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8 KING EDWARD’S SCHOOLS.

The candidates for admission were selected almost
exclusively from the destitute classes: only five boys
and one girl having committed any offence which ren-
dered them liable to the punitive laws of the country,
and it would not be fair to stigmatize even these as
criminals, inasmuch as they had not been sent to prison,
and their offences were of the most trifling kind. I
cannot too sincerely congratulate you on this fact.
The association of criminal children with those who
have not so fallen, cannot fail to exercise a most perni-
cious influence on the latter, and to degrade the general
character of the School. And it is to the strictness with
which the Committee of Governors have adhered to the
fundamental rule which requires them to  constitute
the School as an Institution for the prevention of erime,
rather than for the Reformation of juvenile criminals,”
that I attribute it that we have been enabled to place
so large a number of boys in the Navy and Army, and
to procure situations for the girls in the families of the
middle,—and in some instances,—of the upper classes
of society. The Naval and Military Authorities decline,
and with justice I think, to make Her Majesty’s Service
a refuge for the criminal population. The honor of
serving the Queen—the good pay and kind treatment
so liberally provided for our soldiers and sailors ought
surely to be reserved for those who have hitherto paid
obedience to the laws of their country, and have perse-
vered, oftentimes amidst much temptation, in the paths
of honesty and rectitude. The heads of private families
also, not unreasonably shrink from the responsibility of
introducing the inmates of prisons within the sanctity






10 KING EDWARD'S SCHOOLS.

there one year at least before going on active service
abroad. Their education is most carefully attended to,
and their comfort and rational amusement promoted in
every conceivable way. No part of my duty is more
pleasant than my visits to these ships from time to time
with fresh drafts of boys from our School. T am thus
enabled to keep up my acquaintance with former inmates
for a considerable time after they have left us, and to
hear from their officers how they are going on. I
requested the Chaplain of H. M. Ship Boscawen to give
me his eandid opinion of our boys, and I cannot resist
the temptation to insert an extract from his reply in my
present report. He says, ““ In answer to your question
relating to the general character of the boys you have
sent from your School to this ship, I have much pleasure
in saying that their general character is good. This is
applicable to all you have sent us for the last two years.
We have now 23 on board, and T always look with
pleasure on a fresh draft from your School : for a boy
to belong to King Edward’s Schools is, in my estima-
tion, a certificate of good character.” The number of
letters I receive from abroad from our sailor boys
consumes no small portion of my time in reading and
replying to them. They all contain expressions of
gratitude and personal regard which are most gratifying
to me, and would be, I am sure, most pleasing to the
Governors, did the limits of this Report allow the
insertion even of extracts. I may, however, mention,
that a few months ago, two boys belonging to the
Admiral’s ship at the Cape of Good Hope sent me
home, one £11. 10s., and the other £4., to add to their






12 KING EDWARD’'S SCHOOLS.

speaking, been exceedingly good ; and the Matron con-
tinues to receive more applications for servants than she
can supply. She frequently visits the former inmates
i their situations, and seldom receives a bad report
from their employers.

One poor girl died in the School during the last year.
She was an orphan, and was in bad health when she was
admitted. She ultimately fell into a decline, and not-
withstanding the careful treatment of the Medical
Officers, died after a little more than a year’s residence
in the Institution.

On the 3rd of July the Schools were examined by
H. M. Inspector, in the presence of the Treasurer and
several other Governors. 1 insert the Report.

“ Examined the Schools. Considering the short time
the children remain in this KEstablishment, and the
uninstructed state in which they are on entering, I
think they shew great skill and diligence in those who
have had the management of them.

“E. C. TUFNELL,
H. M. Inspector of Schools."

Two hundred and twenty-one boys, and thirty-two
girls, former inmates of the School, attended the Com-
mittee during the year with certificates of good conduct
from their employers, and received the customary reward
of £1. each. Of these, 82 boys and 17 girls were
rewarded for the first time, 7Y boys and 10 girls for the





























































































































































































