Reports for 1859, and rules of the asylum : printed by order of the Court of
Quarter Sessions Asylum opened March 16, 1859 / Pauper Lunatic Asylum
for the County of Northumberland.

Contributors

Northumberland County Asylum (Cottingwood, England)
Monck, Charles Miles Lambert.

Wilson, Richard.

Meacher, Frederick.

Lewis, G. C.

Publication/Creation
Gateshead : printed at the Observer Steam Press by W. H. Brockett, 1860.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kdp9gw4z

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/






















8

patients of advanced age, thus giving me but little hope of doing any great good. In addition, out of the whole
number admitted (154), 13 were labouring nnder that fatal complication with insanity—General Paralysis ; and
which, by referring to Table 9, you will perceive has been the cause of death in more than half the number of
those that have occurred. 14 patients have been discharged recovered, (of these, 3 have been re-admitted) One
has been discharged relieved, and 9 have died, leaving in the Asylum this day 130—67 men and 63 women. For
further particulars respecting the admissions and discharges, I would refer you to the Statistical Tables appended.

As regards the general design of the building, I have found it, with the exception of a few slight alterations, to
answer satisfactorily, I was rejoiced to find (as I had been previously accustomed to) that the upper floors were
devoted only to bedrooms, the patients living entirely below, thus ensuring, to my mind, much better supervision of
the patients during the day, and more perfect ventilation of the dormitories, Open fireplaces, also, I was glad to
see, had been adopted, giving a much more cheerful and homely aspect to the wards, as well as affording more
warmth than the old plan of heating by hot water.

The employment of the patients has, as a matter of course, been attended to, as a very important means of
cure—oceupying, as it does, their attention, at the same time that it is conducive to their bodily health. The men
have chiefly been engaged in agricultural pursuits, and in forming the road of approach to the Asylum. A few, also,
have been oceupied in tailoring and shoemaking. Full employment has likewise been given to the women in the
washhouse, laundry, kitchen, and sewing-room, and, during the summer season, in hay-making ; and, notwithstanding
a suicidal tendency in many of both sexes employed, much trust has been able to be placed in them, and no accident
whatever has oceurred. The mowers and reapers pursued their work with but little or no supervision, the former
frequently commencing as early as 4 and § o'clock in the morning, Considering that there is no boundary wall or
protection of any kind to the grounds of the Asylum (nearly 100 acres in extent), escapes on the part of the
patients have very rarely oceurred ; and those who have escaped have been quickly retaken. One of the cases was
that of a poacher who had been more than onee, I believe, confined in the county gaol in this town for that offence.
He one day suddenly recollected that his gun was in pawn, and that the time for its being redeemed was drawing
near. He went away to acquaint his brother with the fact, and then returned to the Asylum by himself, the same
day, in time for tea. He had not seen his friends for some time, having been removed from a distant Asylum.

Restraint, I need hardly say, has never required to be used ; and seclusion, likewise, has had but rarely to be
resorted to, In certain cases, however, I consider it to be quite as important to an excited brain as the oeclusion of
light is to an inflamed eye. The bodily health of the patients has been, on the whole, good.

The full service of the Church of England is performed twice every Sunday ; and the marked attention of the
patients testifies to their appreciation of the services of the Chaplain (the Rev. Thomas Finch), to whom I am much
indebted for their great improvement in demeanour, and who has seconded my endeavours in every way to improve
their mental condition. The Matron has kindly presided at the Harmonium, and the service at the Asylum chapel
will, I am sure, bear comparison with that of most others. The presence of friends and neighbours has also been
encouraged, as tending to overcome prejudices, as well as remove any impression, on the part of the patients, that
the service is confined solely to themselves.

Having spoken of employment, it is only fitting I should say a few words on the means of recreation, &,
afforded. Cards, draunghts, dominoes, and quoits have been provided, together with a stock of useful and entertain-
ing books. Various periodicals and newspapers are likewise freely distributed throughout the wards ; and, almost
since the opening, there has been established a weekly dance, in which many of the inbabitants of the town have
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5. He shall take stock once a quarter, and keep account of all goods ordered, and
payments made for the same, in such form as the committee of visitors shall direct. He
shall also keep an account showing the receipt aud consumption of all stores and provisions,
and prepare an abstract of the same when required.

6. He shall keep the accounts of the asylum, and distinguish the account for mainten-
ance and clothing of patients from the account of salaries and household expenses of the
asylum, and both these accounts from that for the building and furnishing of the asylum ;
and the accounts of the county from those of the unions and parishes ; and shall lay an
abstract of the accounts before the visitors at each monthly meeting, showing the monies
received and paid, and the unions and parishes in arrear.

7. He shall conduct all the correspondence so far as it is connected with the union,
parish, and county accounts, and bills generally, and shall keep copies of all letters
written by him.

8. He shall keep a registry of the names of all patients admitted, of their respective
parishes, of the justices and parochial officers authorizing their removal and admission,
and the time of their discharge or death, and shall, at every monthly meeting, report to the
committee of visitors the names of all patients in the asylum at the expense of the
county, in order that the last legal settlement of such patients may, if possible, be
adjudged.

9. He shall be responsible for the condition of the male wards, and shall have control
over the male attendants and servants unde} the superintendent.

" 10. He shall report to the superintendent aje_rfinstance of waste, mismanagement, or
disorder in the domestic economy of the house, or of neglect or irregularity on the part
of any of the attendants.

11. He shall see that all the outer doors on the male side of the establisnment are
locked every evening at dusk.

12. He shall not absent himself during the day without permission of the superin-
tendent, and shall never be absent for a night, or for any longer period, without having
obtained leave from one of the committee of visitors.

GENERAL MANAGEMENT,

1 That male and female patients be kept in separate wards, and that no male atten-
dant, servant, or patient, be allowed to enter the female wards, nor any female to enter
the male wards, except in cases where the superintendent shall deem it adwvisable to
appoint nurses or female servants to attend for that purpose, and except in cases where
male attendants are obliged to enter female wards to perform joiner or other necessary
work, except with the spbcial consent of the superintendent.

2, That the patients of both sexes be classed or separated from time to time as the
superintendent shall direct,

3. That there be at least one attendant for every ward, and that there be not less than
one attendant for every 25 patients who are tranquil or convalescent, and not less than









