Twenty-seventh annual report, 1891/ Newcastle-upon-Tyne City Lunatic
Asylum.

Contributors

Newcastle-upon-Tyne City Lunatic Asylum.
Stephenson, William Haswell.

Bagot, C. S.

Allbutt, T. Clifford 1836-1925.

Callcott, James Thomas.

Brodie, David.

Publication/Creation
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne : Printed at the Daily Journal Office, 1892.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/vgphpscu

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE

CITY LUNATIC ASYLUM.

TWENTY-SEVENTH

ANNUAL REPORIT,

1891.

Mewcastle=upon=qTvne;
PRINTED AT THE “DAILY JOURNAL"” OFFICE, CLA YTON

—

STREET.
1592,

Q 0

L}
)

IIII






o U i = R

OF THE

COMMITTEE OF VISITORS

AND OF THE

OFFICERS FOR THE YBAR 1892.

—

Committee of Visitors,
1. AvpErMax WILLIAM HASWELL STEPHENSON, CHATRMAN

2. = THOMAS GEORGE GIBSON, Vice-CHAIRMAN.

3. i WILLIAM DAVIES STEPHENS.
4. i THOMAS RICHARDSON.

5. - THOMAS BURGESS WINTER.
6. 5 THOMAS BELL.

7. s HENRY WILLIAM NEWTON.
8. CouncinLor WILLIAM SUTTON, Mavyor.

9. i ADAM WILSON.

10. 5 EDWARD CULLEY.

11. - JOSEPH BAXTER ELLIS.

Clerhk of the Committee.
JOHN ATKINSON, SoviciTor, Victoria CHAMBERS, NEWCASTLE-
oN-TYNE.

donsulting Surgeons.
GEORGE YEOMAN HEATH, D.C.L., M.D.
GEORGE HALIBURTON HUME, M.D.
JAMES THOMAS CALLCOTT, M.D., MHedical Superintendent,

ROBERT GILLIES SMITH, M.A., B.Se.,, M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P.,
Assistant Medical Oficer.

Tae Rev. JAMES PATERSON, M.A., Chaplain.
Tae Rev. W. STEVENSON, Roman Catholic Minister.
DAVID BRODIE, Cierk of the Asylum.

W. S. REID, Housekeeper and Head Nurse.
GEORGE DUNCAN, Head Attendant and Chotir Master,






CITY OF NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE

B UNATIC ASYLUM,.

HEPORT 1291,

20TH JANUARY, 1892,

Tue Committee of Visitors of the Newecastle-upon-Tyne Lunatic
Asylum have, in pursuance of the provisions of the “ Lunacy
Act, 1890, to make the Twenty-seventh Annual Report (and
the Third Aunual Report under the “ Loecal Government Act,
1888 7) to the City Council, of the condition and management of
the Iunstitution.

On the 31st day of December, 1890, the number of patients
on the books was 400 (viz, 192 males and 208 females). The

admissions during 1891 were 117 (viz., 67 males and 50 females).

"he admissions were chargeable in the following manner :—

MALE. FEMALE. TOTAL.

As Private Patients............coiiniiiaie. 3

To the Newcastle Union ..........ccoeenienis 6 ... i ... 110
]
i

CE
=1

To the Commissioners of Prisons... ........
As “Out County” Cases ........... ...

||||||

The discharges were 59 (viz, 35 males and 24 females), and

the deaths were 44 (viz., 30 males and 14 females).

The average number daily resident was 411 (viz, 195 males
and 216 females).
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The number of discharged recovered was 44, or at the rate of

376 per cent. of the admissions.

The percentage of deaths of the average numbers daily

resident was 10-7, and of the total number treated 85.

The number remaining on the books on the 31st December,
1891, was 414 (viz, 194 males and 220 females), being an increase
of 14 as compared with last year. Of this number 15 are charge-
able as private patients, as against 11 last year, and 398 are
chargeable to the Union of Newecastle-on-Tyne, as against 388

last year, and one is chargeable to an “Out County” Union.

The Committee, in accordance with the terms of the Statute
under which their Board is constituted, have regularly visited the
Asylum during the year, and have always found it in good order.
The patients, who have an opportunity every visitation of making
any statement to individual members of the Committee, invari-

ably appear comfortable, tidy, and contented.

The Committee have much pleasure in again recording their
satisfaction at the manner in which the Medical Superintendent,
Dr. Calleott has discharged his duties. The Assistant Medical
Officer, Dr. Simpson, left the Asylum in May last, and his place
has been supplied by the appointment of Dr. Smith.

Alderman Barkas, a member of the Committee, died on the

13th July, 1891, and the Couneil has nominated Mr. J. Baxter
Ellis to act in his room.

After much consideration, the Committee determined to
enlarge the Asylum, as already the existing accommodation is too

limited ; and with this view they have solicited plans from
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Architects praclising in Newecastle, for a new building for 350
additional patients, and hope soon to be in a position to present

a report thereon to the Couneil.

The Commissioners in Lunacy visited the Asylum on the Tth
day of March, 1891.

The Committee will shortly receive the Annual Medical
Report from Dr. Calleott, which, with the Statistical Tables, and
a Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure under the Mainten-
ance Accouunt, shall be printed and circulated amongst the

Members of the City Couneil.

W. H. STEPHENSON, CHAIRMAN,



REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS IN LUNACY.

NEwcAsTLE CiTy LUNATIC ASYLUM,
Marcu TTH, 1891.
The last visit by members of our Board to this Asylun was
paid on February 22nd, 1890, when the number of patients was
355. To-day it is 405, being an inerease of 50, and the Asylum
is practically full. We refer to this to show the importance of
an early decision upon the question of extension, which, we are

aware, 1s engaging the attention of theCommittee.

As, probably, the best mode of effecting an extension of the
Asylum, the plan adopted by the Nottingham Borough Asylum
has been recommended, and a re-examination of the site to-day,
confirms us in the opinion that it is the mode which would give
the most satisfactory results. It consists, essentially, of the
erection of an entirely separate block of buildings, to be appro-
priated to patients of one sex, the present building being given
up to the other; and of connecting administrative buildings.

This new block would be built to the east of the existing

Asylum, and though the ground may present some difficulties,

they are by no means insuperable.

We are glad to hear from Dr. Calleott that a reconstruction
of the drainage of the Asylum will be undertaken in connection
with the contemplated new work, for we fear that some serious
defects exist. One obvious defect is the unnecessarily large size

of the pipes employed, which cannot be properly flushed by the

-

B
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means which are used. We trust that in arranging a new
system the best advice will be sought. As a preliminary
Sanitary improvement “ Unitas” closet apparatus are being
substituted for the old apparatus, which has not been found to
work satisfactorily. Some of the drains have been examined,
and defects discovered have been remedied ; but nothing, in this
direction, short of entire reconstruction is likely to be satisfactory.
The oceurrence of eight cases of typhoid fever last year raises

a strong suspicion of more general defects.

In other respects, we find from our inspection that the
Asylum is in good order. The wards, generally, are bright and
comfortable, but some rooms will be improved by the re-papering
and other decoration which, we understand, will shortly be

undertaken.

We have seen all the patients in residence, two only of the
total number are absent on leave. They have been very
orderly and well-behaved, and one patient only, a woman, com-
plained of rough usage. There was a struggle with the nurse,
but the head attendant was present and assures us that no
unnecessary force was used.

The clothing of the patients is satisfactory, and appears to
receive proper attention. No complaints of the diet were made.
We saw the majority of the patients at dinner in the hall. The
meal was composed of soup, with bread and cheese, and jam
pudding.

As to matters of general treatment, we find that the usefully
emplnye{i of the patients are 105 in the male, and 155 in the

female divisions. The former number is a proportion of: only

.
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54 per cent of the whole, and is rather low ; for the women, the
proportion is 75 per cent, which is more satisfactory. The
patients attending divine service in chapel are about 250. On
inquiry, we learn that the chaplain visits the wards only on one
day a week, so that his personal intercourse with the patients
must be limited. For the Roman Catholics, who number 65, a
priest holds a weekly service. About half the patients attend
the associated entertainments, and a like proportion have daily

exercise in the grounds.

The staff of attendants is of the same strength as at the last
visit ; but the personel has been extensively changed, owing to

some dissatisfaction at the curtailment (not, we think, un-

reasonable) of leave. The staff appears to be sufficiently strong.

Since the last visit, 88 male and 56 female patients have
been admitted here; 30 males and 31 females discharged, 24 and

21 respectively on recovery ; and 23 males and 12 females died.

Except that one death was due to the typhoid fever, already
noticed, and that 13 others resulted from general paralysis (being
37 per cent. of the whole), there is nothing special in the causes
of the deaths to noticee None were followed by coroner’s

inquest. The casualties have not been many,

At present the Asylum is free from zymotic disease or
infectious disorder, and not many patients are confined to bed
or under medical treatment. We observe that, since the last
visit, three male patients have been mechanically restrained,
all by the camisole, for a total of 848 hours, the assigned reason
being either for surgical treatment, or, in a few instances, to

prevent injury to self or others. Seclusion was employed with
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four male patients on 36 occasions, and for a total duration of
281 hours.

The medical records continue to be properly kept.

The weekly charge is, as at the last visit, 8s. 2d. for pauper
patients, and 16s. to 20s. for private cases.

Before concluding this entry we would refer to, without
repeating, the list of matters mentioned by our colleagues last
year as deserving attention; but we would strongly urge the
formation of a well-instructed fire brigade, from among the male
attendants, with regular drills and instruction in the paramount

duty of saving life, in the event of the occurrence of a fire.

C. S. BAGOT, } Commissioners
T. CLIFFORD ALLBUTT, § in Lunacy.



THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF VISITORS.

17th February, 1892.
MR. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to submit the Twenty-seventh Annual
teport, with the Statistical Tables for the year 1891.

On the 1st of January, 1891, there were 400 patients (viz.,
192 men and 208 women) on the books of the Asylum; and on
the 31st of December there were 414 patients (viz., 194 men and
220 women). The average daily number resident in 1891 was
411 (viz.,, 195 men and 216 women); and the total number under
treatment was 517 (viz, 259 men and 258 women), as against 378
and 487 respectively in 1890,

The admissions were 117 (viz, 67 men and 50 women).

The discharges were 59, of which number 44 were “ recovered,”
13 were “relieved,” and 2 were “not improved.”

The percentage of recoveries, as caleculated on the admissions,
was 37°6 (viz, 35°8 men and 400 women). The “relieved ” and
“not improved ” comprise cases which were transferred to other
asylums, and such cases as were sufficiently restored or considered
fit to be sent to the care of their relatives.

The deaths were 44 (viz,, 30 men and 14 women), and repre-
sent a percentage of 10-7 (viz, 154 men and 65 women) of the
average number daily resident, and 67 (viz,, 11'6 men and 54
women) of the total number under tieatment.

The general statistics of the Asylum are as follows :—Since
it was opened in June, 1865, there have been 2,361 admissions
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(viz., 1,249 men and 1,112 women), of whom 292 (viz, 125 men
and 167 women) were re-admissions, having been certified as
insane at least once previously, and sent to this Asylum. Of the
2,361 admissions 778 (viz., 359 men and 419 women), or a per-
centage of 32'9 (viz., 287 men and 377 women) have been dis-
charged “ recovered ;” 537 (viz.,, 283 men and 254 women) have
been discharged “relieved” or “not improved;” and 632 (viz,
413 men and 219 women) have died, leaving, as has been stated,
414 patients on the books of the Asylum on the 51st day of
December, 1891.

Of the admissions, 1t will be seen by reference to Table V.
that 56 were cases of mania; 22 of melancholia; 11 of dementia;
and 1 of congenital imbecility; 21 cases (viz., 16 males and 5
females) were suffering from general paralysis, and 3 males were
epileptic.

The death-rate has increased among the male patients, and
slightly decreased among the women; but, on the whole, the
patients have been fairly healthy, and the Asylum has been free
from zymotic disease, with the exception of a few cases of
influenza at the end of the year. By reference to Table VL. it
will be observed that there have been 20 deaths from general
paralysis and other forms of brain disease, and 19 occurred from
diseases of the respiratory and circulatory systems, 10 of which,
I regret to state, were due to pulmonary consumption—a much
higher death-rate from this cause than hitherto in this Asylum.
The causes of death were verified by post-mortem examination in
36 cases. There has been no inquest during the past year, and

no accident of a serious nature.

The causes of the insanity in the admissions are stated in
Table XI., and by reference it will be seen that domestic trouble,

adverse circumstances, and mental anxiety have contributed as



14

causes in 36 instances, intemperance in drink in 47 instances,
and hereditary pre-disposition in 23 instances.

The majority of the cases admitted during the past year were
in feeble and reduced hLealth, many were suffering from organic
disease, and few can be returned as curable. The female division
of the Asylum is now fully occupied, and the number of male
patients is steadily increasing.

I have pleasure in reporting that the conduct of the Asylum

Staff during the past year has been good; and I wish to thank
the officers for much help and assistance, and for their conscien-

tious performance of the numerous duties devolving upon them.
Dr. Alexander Simpson, who had occupied the post of Assistant
Medical Officer for three years, resigned last May, having obtained
a similar appointment in the Sussex County Asylum. Dr.
Simpson was a loyal and trustworthy colleague, appreciated by
both the Staff and the patients, and all were sorry when he left

us. The vacancy has been filled by Dr. Robert Gillies Smith,
who has had considerable previous asylum experience.

The Rev. P. Perrin having left Coxlodge, the services for the

Roman Catholic patients are now conducted by his successor, the
Rev. W. Stevenson.

I have again to thank the Committee for their invariable
kindness and courtesy to myself at all times.
I have the honour to be,
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

JAMES THOMAS CALLCOTT.



A BEPREINDILS I

TABLE I

Showing the Admissions, Re- Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths during the Year

1891,

M. F. Total.
In the Asylum, lst January, 1891 ... ] [ 208 400
M. Ii F. |Total
Admitted for the first time [
during the Year ...| 63 42 | 106
Re-admitted during the |
Year ... el & 8§ | 12 67 50 117
Total under treatment 259 25_; _51?
Discharged ...
Recovered - 24 20 44
Relieved : 9 4 13
Not Improvad 2 0 2
Died . s 380 14 44
Total discharged and died ... 4] 38 103
Remaining in the Asylum on the 31st [.‘r-,cember
1891 L 194 220 414
Average number daily resident ... 195 216 411
TABLE II.,

Showing the Admissions, Re-Admissions, ﬂwca’mrﬂs and Deaths from the opening

of the Asylum to the present date, S1st December, 1891.
M. F. Total.
Admitted during the perlud of Eﬁi Years ... e 1124 945 2069
Re-admitted ... 126 167 209
Total number admitted | 1249 1112 2361
| M. | F. |Total
Discharged— | | |
Recovered ...| 359 | 419 i
Relieved. . .| 141 | 140 | 281
Not Impmvcd .| 142 | 114 | 256 |
Died ... = | 418 ‘219 632 |
'1~ut1g;F1El;_1‘sumbﬂr E]IHL]I:I.'I:rged and died dmf:lzlh 2'.3& iisE e it
__.__i acitciuier] | e
gy he 31zt Decmb r
Rem]v.gg?g in the As }:-lum un “E__. & “f::,n -, o ! e
| s | 2821

Average number daily resident during 26} Team._.i 120°6

=3
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TABLE V.,

Showing the Form of Mental Disease in those Admitted and in those Discharged

Recovered during the Year 1831,

DISCHARGED
ADMISSIONS. F.ECOVERED.
AL F. |[Total.] M. F. |Total
Mania il Bh a1 56 19 13 39
Melancholia e i ey [ 10 29 5 7 12
Dementia ... o 8 3 11
Senile Dementia ... 2 2
Mania with General Pnnl:.'sxs e . 9
Mania with Epilepsy : 3 3
Dementia with General Paral]rm 7 5 12
Congenital Imbecility 1 1 2
Total wal BT 50 117 o4 20 44
TABLE VI,
Showing the Causes of Death during the Year 1891.
Cavses oF DEaTH. M. F. |Total
CEREBRAL DISEABES :—
General Paralysis ... ., .| 19 4 14
Apoplexy ... e O 4
Epilepsy er 1 1 2
THORACIO DISEASES :—
Phthisiz Pulmonalis 2 o 10
Poeumonia ... a9 1 a3
Acute Bronchitis i 1
Heart Disease 1 4 B
ABDOMINAL DI3EASES :—
Nephritis A R 1
DrHER CAUSES :——
Cancer of Breast ... 1 1
Cancer of Uterus ... | | 1 1
Exhaustion from Refusal uf Puud s | 1 | 1
Stricture of Urethra and Extra.vn.aatmu of 1J rmg ' 1 | 1
44

R v e e A .qi 30 | 14
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TABLE VIL,

Showing the length of Residence in those Discharged Recovered, and in those who have
Died during the Year 1891,

RECOVERED, DieD,
LenvaTH 0F RESIDENCE. RS e Az s
M. 'I F. |Totall M. | F. |Total
Less than 1 month 1 1 2 2
From 1 to 3 months 5 (i 11 2 2
w oto 6 » 3 5 8 4 2 i
s Bt 3 7 6 13 4 | 4
5
|
,y Btol2 e 2 1 3 g 3
!
» 1to 2 years b 5 5 1 ‘ fi
. i 11 A | 2 | &
N . i 1 1 1 | 2
G 2 | 2
., Bto B , | 1 | 1
o 1 | 1 4 4 ‘ 8
o At tods [t
. 16t020 : | :
| |
. 21t026 [ |
, 26 to 30 ,, 1 &<
Total 24 20 44 30 14 44
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TABLE XIL,
Showing the Occupations of those Admitted during the Year 1891,

MALES.

]
o

Labourer
Licensed Vietualler
Miner

Planemaker
Tramear Driver ...

ot BT

Dirayman

Stonernason

Dairvy Milkman ...
Shoeblack

Plumber .., ’
Inland Revenue Officer...
Heaman

Behoolmaster

Tanner

Fitter

Fireman ...
Cabinetmaker

Cartman ...

ol fmad B T et e e

i L)

-

FEMALES.

Housewife ]
Charwoman
Domestic Servant
Diressmaker
Housekeeper

| Grocer

| Prostitute

No Oceupation

Gardener, .,
Boilermaker
Cooper
French Polisher ..
Grocer

Ship Steward
Basketmaker
Painter

Ticket Writer
Shoemaker

Army Pensioner
Glassblower
Patternmaker
Patter
Brassfinisher
Clerk

Herbalist, .,
News Agent
Hawker o
Railway Guard ..,
No Oceupation

By
| = D el e s 00

o
l["‘-l B b e el e e e e e e el el e e el e el el el e 3 O e i
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TABLE XIIIL,

Showing the Gain or Loss in Weight of each Patient Discharged Recovered during the

Year 1591,

for not ascertaining their weight. |

| Exelusive of two cases in which there were special reasons

Number Duration Weight Weight
(i1 of at at
Register. | Residence, Admission, Discharge.
Mths. | Days. | st. m | st I
2085...8 ¥ | .& 10 5 11 8
F.101...} 6 | 14 7 9 7 11
2088..] 8 | 21 8 03 8 11
2110, .. 6 | 20 9 2 10 9
Z210%5... i | 4 7 o 8 g
1775...] 43 17 7 6 8 12
2080...] 10 29 11 5 10 ]
2116 .. i 1 9 9 10 5
2150... 2.1 1 7 114 ] I
P. 107... 6 27 9 10 10 9
2141 .| 4 ‘ 9 7 83| s 8
1995...] 19 9 10 fi 11 s
1471...] &b 17 10 3 ] 1
2066.. 0 13 | 2 9 1 11 4
2173... 2 2 10 £ 10 | 1
£000...] 19 22 9 5} 9 0
2188...] 1 19 8 8 U
2170 .. 4 11 8 81 8 12
2207 . 1 20 9 6 9 | 10
2108... 2 i b i 8 o]
2190... 3 i G 5 ] 13
2133... 8 24 i 8 7 4
2202... et 2n 9 | 3 H 9
4 by e 4 | 22 ] 4 11 2
2143... 9 ir i [ 9 4
2004...] 23 fi ] 2 10 4
1990 .| 24 11 12 1 6 10
2189... 4 15 {3 o 7 1
2144... 3] 20 ] b 9 11
2905, 2 13 T 64 a 4,
2128..] 10 14 10 s 12 1
2211... 2 1 g 1 8 11
2145... 8 24 Fi 1 2 2
2209..] 3 17 7 2 8 =
2094 . 18 ] 9 4 9 k|
9228..0 2 2 T f 11
2936...] 1 4 11 | 58] 12 4
2182. .. 7 5 10 11 10 9
2158... 9 17 § 11 8 ]
2242 i 14 10 8 10 fj
S Gl e i T I W (B 1) 6
2192... ] 19 ol A ] ‘ 3
|

Gain or Loss in Weight.

Grain.
st. 1]
1 A
2
et 10}
1 ri
1
1 fi
10
2¢
13
134
8
2 3
3%
12
34
4
3
] 10
i
1 | A2
] (SR
1 | 2
e
1 1
1 8
. | 124
2 1
= 10
1 1
1 i
1 +
124
1 8
i ‘ s

Luss,

|
gst. | Ib

10

13

Toem
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TABLE XIV,,

Showing the Average number of Patients occupied usefully during 1891, and the

iwalure of their respective ocoupations on the S1st day of December, 1891,

M. F. |Total.
Average number per day of Patients occupied usefully r
during 1891 ... '[ 116 | 141 257
Number employed usefully on the 31st December, and how
employed : —
Messengers ... 2 2
Assisting Attendants and Nurses... 68 61 | 129
Garden, Farm, and Grounds 48 48
Engineer 1 1
Joiners 2 2
Shoemakers ... 4 4
Painter 1 1
Tailors 1 1
Upholsterers 8 8
Embroidery ... 4 4
Knitting t 16 16
Sewing 41 41
Laundry 24 a4
Kitchen 1 10 11
Total .| 186 156 | 202
Excited 16 | 14 | 30
In bed and feeble 32 35 67
Tdlers 10 | 15 | 25
On Leave
Total o 194 | 220 | 414
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NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE CITY LUNATIC
ASYLUM.

Adverage Cost per Weel per Patient for the Year ending S1st March, 1592

Headings of Expenditure. Amount. Liss Sales. “:;:.E?-.El,
Average.
£ o o £ d
Provisions | 3427 B b 92 11 9 3 1%
Clothing. .. " 728 14 2 10 14 9 0 8
Salaries and Wages .. e DT R e B s 2 08
Necezsaries . - | 1,181 13 2 1 1%
Surgery and Dispensary 49 5 8 a 02
Wines, Spirits, and Porter ... = 60 2 9 | 0 5 0 0 0§
Furniture and Bedding 654 0 11 | D14 4 0 7§
Garden and Farm - 604 2 '8 | A8F (cH 0 4§
Miscellaneous .. i w843 8 9 015 3 0 3%
Total ... o 8769 T 4 ! 202 2 0 B Of
Building and Repairs ... . 2 1,784 7 10 | 010 0 1 6§

DAVID BRODIE,

CLERK OF THE ASYLUM,
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