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REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE OF NVISITORS

THE

County Lunatic Asplum,

PRESENTED TO THE

COURT OF QUARTER SESSION,

Held at TAUNTON, in the said County, on TUESDAY the 2nd day
of FANUARY, 1872

THE views of the Committee on the necessity of a new
Asylum have been laid before the last Quarter Sessions.
Since then it has been agreed that notice be given to the
City of Bath to terminate the contract, and in consequence
the Asylum will after April be no longer crowded on the
female side. The Committee have therefore instructed the
Chairman to postpone the proposal of a new Asylum to the
Midsummer Sessions.

The Committee have of late been very sparing of improve-
ments, a portion of the female side is still floored with brick
and stone, the flooring the whole of the female side with
wood, and other desirable improvements stand over for con-
sideration.

Mr. Power, the Assistant Medical Officer has resigned after
rather more than two and a half years service, and Mr. Dove
has been appointed in his place. Miss Reynolds, the head
attendant on the female side died in May, she had been 16
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years in the Asylum, and had conducted herself so as to
possess the entire confidence of Dr. Boyd and Dr. Medlicott.

Mr. R, "W;j,rbrants was for 6 months a pupil in the Asylum
in the early part of the year.

For many years after the Asylum was opened, the patients
who died and were not taken home by their friends were
buried in the Church-yard at Horrington, and since the open-
ing of the Wells Cemetery they have been buried there much
against the will of the Cemetery Board. The Committee after
various applications from the Board, and after ascertaining
that no part of the Asylum estate was suitable for a cemetery,
obtained the reluctant assent of the Commissionersin Lunacy
to a purchase of Land for the purpose, which at present they
are unable to make.

Great inconvenience is still felt because very aged and
infirm patients, and idiots are sent into the Asylum and
because of the inadequate accommodation provided by the
Government for Criminal lunatics.

The Asylum is a hospital, primarily to secure the recovery
of those afflicted with insanity ; it is not a prison, it is only an
infirmary for those helpless cases which cannot be adequately
cared for elsewhere. The Magistrates, Clergy, and Board
of Guardians shoald remember that it is most desirable
that insane persons should be sent there immediately,
but that this necessity does not extend to old and bed-
ridden persons, where ailment is only decay of faculties,
or delirium from illness, those who are thus afflicted may
well be left in the workhouse, or better still, under the
care of their friends. With regard to idiots the Committee
are not aware that they have any power to refuse to receive
them. There are no means in the Asylum for teaching them
what they may be taught, and may improve their faculties,
while they are injured mentally by the behaviour of the luna-



9

tics whom they imitate. It is much to be wished that proper
schools were provided at the public expense in which pauper
idiots might be taught, and where the same advantages might
be given to those whose parents are willing to pay for them.

The Committee have to request that they be re-appointed,
with the addition of the names of Sir C. Hobhouse, Captain
Hickley, and Mr. Robert Neville.

F. H. DICKINSON.
J. WOLLEN.
E. H. CLERK.
R. H. PAGE'.



REPORT

OF THE

ASYLUM COMMITTEE.

e

Presented to the Somerset October Sessions,

L B

e

SINCE the end of 1848 the number of patients in the
Asylum, belonging to the County, and in Boroughs within
it, have more than doubled ; the figures are given in Table 1.

Certain Tables in the last report of the Commissioners in
Lunacy, of which an abstract is given in Table 2, shew a
total increase in England and Wales of 20,000 lunatics in the
last twelve years, of whom more than 13,000 are paupers in
County Asylums, the numbers in which at the present rate of
increase .will be doubled in rather less than 15 years from
1858. There is also a steady increase in the numbers admit-
ted to the different places for the proper custody of the insane,
which increase is absorbed by the County Asylums, the num-
bers received in other institutions having slightly diminished
(see Table 3). At present there are no indications that the
rate of increase in either respect is diminishing. '

The rate of increase of patients in the Asylum in this
County has been less than elsewhere, possibly because a
larger proportion of lunatics are in workhouses, or at home.
Figures are given in table 4 which show that in the whole of
England and Wales the proportion of pauper lunatics in
Asylums to those elsewheve is more than 4 to 3. In this
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County there are more elsewhere than in the Asylum, and
even excluding Bath Union, which is managed differently
from the others, the proportion is nearly & to 4.

It is not easy to assign the reasons for this difference
between our County, and the rest of England, nor can we
depend an its continuance in future.

There is now in the Asylum insufficient accommodation for
females. After enquiry in vain for accommodation in the
Dorset Asylum, the Committee have at three meetings ma-
turely considered the case, and they are of opinion that it is
not desirable to enlarge the Asylum. It has already reached
the limit beyond which the medical officers in charge cannot
readily keep in mind each individual case.

The Committee cannot face the prospect of having fo
refuse admission to fresh cases.

It frequently happens that those admitted are wellin a few
days, and are restored to their friends, and these lunatics, if
they had been permitted to remain without proper care and
restraint, must have continued insane all their lives. With
a view to make the most of the limited room in the Asylum,
it has been the practice to discharge to the workhouses,
patients whom it might have been better to keep somewhat
longer, the possibility of their return in a state of relapse
being less to be dreaded than the necessity of having to refuse
to admit fresh cases ; and this may perhaps account for the
fact above referred to, that in this county the proportion of
chargeable lunatics in the Asylum is more favourable than in
the rest of the country.

In table 1, the increase of our own lunatics in the Asylum
is given for every five years ; it has fluctuated much, and is
not to be depended on.

It will be remembered that the admissions are not under
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the control of the Committee, or the Medical Officers in
charge. The more the poorer classes have confidence in the
management of the Asylum, the more readily will they place
their relatives there, while on the other hand, a small general
increase of economy in the workhouses, may render many of
those confined in them dirty and untractable, and lead to their
being shifted into the Asylum.

The Committee therefore prefer to be guided by the statis-
tics of the Commissioners in Lunacy, vather than their own,
and recommend to the court as the only proper course to be

taken that plenty of room should secure them from having to
refuse fresh cases.

Having then not room enough for females, and thinking it
unadvisable to enlarge, the only course open to the Commit-
tee is to advise the Court to build a new Asylum.

There are three alternatives :
1.—Another Asylum similar to what we have.

2.—One for Males, the present Asylum being reser-
ved for females.

3.—0One for incurables and Idiots.

The Chairman is instructed to give the proper notice to

enable the Court to decide what to do, at the next Epiphany
Sessions.

F. H. DICKINSON,

Chairman.
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TABLE

In the Asylum December 31st, 1848

1853,
In the Asylum belonging to the County ... ...
v = Bath Bcrmugh
- Bn-:lgwater
%5 Out County Patients..
1858.

In the Asylum belonging to the County ...

¥ a2

45 * Bridgwater ..

. Out County Patients

= Private Patients...
1863.

In the Asylum belonging to the County .

o - Bath Borough

o Bridgwater

- 'Dul; County Patients..

. Private Patients ...
1868.

In the Asylum belonging to the County ...

r 2y

B o Bridgwater .
o Out County Patients
= Private Patients...

On the 26th September, 1871.

In the Asylum belonging to the County
Bath Borough

1y 2y

3 Bridgwater
) Out County Patients ..
» Private Patients

Bath B-:-mugli 1

Bath Borough ..

M. F. Tor.
112 121 233
147 165 312
13 27 40
3 7 10
== 1 |
163 200 363
147 166 313
10 15 25
5 5 10
27 18 45
o 0 2
191 204 395
182 @13 2305
8 23 a3l

1 3 4
28 21 40
G b 11
225 265 490
204 270 474
19 24 43
2 1 a
2 1 3

b & 10
232 301 533
197 264 462
34 28 62
2 0 2
17 1 18
) 11 20
259 a5 H64
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TABLE II.

nﬂlrg: EE;EE Total Paupers. i%i}}iﬁ i::;;

1859 | 15,617 | 381,782 | 86,762
1860 | 17,209 | 32,993 | 38,058 | 1,296
1861 | 18,380 | 34,381 | 39,647 | 1,589
1862 | 19,387 | 85,709 | 41,129 | 1,482
1863 | 20,314 | 87,611 | 48,118 | 1,989
1864 | 21,300 | 89,190 | 44,795 | 1,677
1865 | 22,077 | 40,076 | 45950 | 1,155
1866 | 23,414 | 41,548 | 47,648 | 1,698
1867 | 24,374 | 42,943 | 49,086 | 1,438
1868 | 25461 | 44,876 | 51,000 | 1,914
1869 | 26,642 | 46,896 | 53,177 | 2,177
1870 | 21,721 | 48,325 | 54,718 | 1,536
1871 | 28,692 | 50,185 | 56,755 | 2,042

1871 | 28,692 | 50,185 | 56,755

1859 | 15,617 | 31,782 | 36,762

13,075 | 18,408 | 19,993
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TABLE III,
Showing the number of Patients admitted each year in

Asylums, Registered Hospitals, &ec., &ec.

1859 | 1860 | 1861 | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 i 1865 | 1866 | 1867 | 1868 | 1869 | 1870
County and Borough Asylums| 6,228 | 6,629 | 6,268 | 6,145 | 6,212 mhﬂa__f.ﬂmm 6,889 | 7,406 | 7,870 | 8,115 | 1,587
Registered Hospitals sussseeeanss| 791 | 867 | 835| 830| 746( 831 776| 768| 815| 817| 871| 853
Metropolitan Licensed Houses| 1,105 | 812 | 958 (1,005 809 | 873 | 942 _ 1,196 | 1,125 | 973 | 862 | 884
Provincial ditto 928 | 873 | s814| 786| 762) 681 837 866/ 853| 961| 967! 779
N Foyal Tadia Al b| 226| 281 sco| 261 228| 184 183| 209| 15[ 220] 10| 338
ﬂHm-H-mH—.ﬁ.__ sﬂ.hu__u_ﬂ_.ﬂﬂ-. AR AR —_— — — — .ﬂm- Mwm H.m;m %W .ﬂ..w. ”_.m.hv hww m“—.
Private Single Patients..........| 82| 60| 85| 61| 63| 106| 83| 80| 142| 173| 149| 158

_
9,310 | 9,512 | 9,329 | 9,078 | 8,914 | 9,473 (10,424 Ebﬂ_a_mﬁfﬂz 11,194 11,620

Average rate of increase 214-5, and for the last

four years 424.
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TABLE IV.

Showing the total number of Pauper Lunatics, Idiots and

persons of unsound mind, in the various Counties of England
and Wazles, on the 1st January, 1871.

MALES. FEMALES. TOTAL.

In County and Borough Asylums 12,392 14,717 27,109
In Asylums, &c., chargeable to

County and Borough Rates ... 1,089 1,042 2.131

13,481 195,759 29,230

In Registered Hospitals &c., and

Licensed Houses... vvovveveeveenas, 717 1,188 1,905
In Workhouses .....ccmimcinsninne 9,880 6,626 12,161
Residing with relatives and others 3,072 4,259 7,331

9,124 12,273 21,397

Tofal....... 22,600 28,082 50,637
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TABLE V.

Showing the number of Pauper Lunatics, Idiots and per-
sons of unsound mind in Asylums, Hospitals, and residing
with relatives or others chargeable to the Unions in the
County of Somerset.

MALES. FEMALES. TOTAL.

In County and Borough Asylums 256 337 593
In Asylum chargeable to the

COMNLY TBIC: ..o oroserrbansusinnsuser + 3 i

260 340 600

r—— e e—

In Registered Hospitals and Lieen-

(200 55 (11312 P el o oo oo o s | —_ 1
B0 WorEhonaen. . e canminbosissamnis: | oL Gk 157 281
Residing with Relatives or others 126 197 323

251 354 605
Total.... 1,205
o ——— _.-.-__t_ e e i r—

[These figures include the Bath and Bridgwater patients, since they are all
chargeable to the Bath and Bridgwater Unions.

In the table however, p. 13 of the Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy,
another column is given of patients chargeable to County and Borough rates,
in all 74. There were but 7 chargeable to the County, and it seems to follow
that the others are the Bath and Bridgwater patients counted over again and a
grand total is thus made up of 1272,

At p. 18, where the i:ropurtinns are given of pauper lunatics in Asylums,
in Workhouses, and with their friends for the different counties of England and
Wales, this number is given instead of 1205, and 668 instead of 600, and the
proportion of Somerset patients in Asylum compared with those in Workhouses
or with their friends is greater than it ought to be.

But for this blunder it would appear that of the Counties of England—ex-
cluding Wales—Somerset is the one which has the smallest proportion of
Lunatics in Asylums.—F. H. D.]




TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

~ SOMERSET
COUNTY LUNATIC ASYLUM,

FOR THE YEAR 1871.

By C, W. CARTER MADDEN-MEDLICOTT, M.D.
RESIDENT PHYSICIAN AND SUPERINTENDENT.

—

THE Medical Superintendent has the honour to submit
to the Committee of Visitors, the Twenty-fourth Annual

Report.
On the 31st December, 1870, the numbers in the Asy-
lum were 306 males, 322 females ; total 628.

The admissions during the year have been 76 males, 84
females ; total 160.

The discharges during the year have been 143 males, 122
females ; total 265 ; of these 120 have been discharged
¢ Recovered ”’ ; 48 males, 72 females.

The deaths during the year have been 35 males; 31,
females ; total 66,

The average population during the year has been 272,
males ; 323 females ; total 595.

The numbers in the Asylum this day (3lst December
1871) are 239 males ; 284 females ; total 523.



19

The general health of the patients throughout the past
year has been good, and the Asylum has been spared the visit
of any epidemic. The number of admissions continue to iu-
crease, and the perennial question recurs, what is to be done
with our insane ?

There are now in the Asylum a very large number of old
incurable cases of 20 years standing and upwards, who might
be equally well provided for in workhouses, and for whom
Asylums are purely subsidiary according to the laws of the
land. The work-house in fact constitutes the pauper lunatics
freehold, but until proper accommodation is provided, difficul-
ties arise regarding management, and meantime the Asylum
is over crowded.

In the month of May, the new Church was consecrated by
the Bishop of the Diocese. The religious services consist of
daily morning prayers, and a morning and afternoon service
on Sundays,

ADMISSIONS, DISCHARGES, DEATHS.

The following analysis gives the chief points of interest in
these returns :—

ADMIssIONS,

The number of admissions during the year has amounted
to 160 (76 males and 84 females). There have been as
usual a large number of very aged persons admitted. The
system of filling the Asylum with old and infirm cases (indi-
viduals unwittingly paying the penance of longevity) is a
rank injustice to pauper and rate-payer alike, and this feature
of parochial administration loudly calls for redress. The in-
crease of insanity to any alarming extent in the county, is
open to question. The need of increased accomodation in
the county Asylum (as at present recruited) is beyond doubt.
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As long as paupers are manufactured insane ( because
troublesome in workhouses), so long must the increase in
admissions continue, and the question of further accommo-
dation be urgently entertained.

In the 1st Quarter were admitted 32 cases ; 11 mal., 21 fem.
e 2ng o = i A8 e SR o BIE
2 31.(1 % 2 23 49 a2 24 7y 25 ¥ .

L] 4t'h 1y 3 EL ) 31 a9 13 LT 18‘ a8
160 76 84
DiscHARGES.

The proportion of recoveries (which are high) has been
for the males 631, and for the females 85°7 per cent on the
admissions. At the commencement of the year several out-
county cases were removed to the Caterham and Leavesden
Asylums, some being discharged “relieved”, others ¢ not
improved”. There have been some good and permanent
recoveries during the year, and these have been among
recent acute cases. Every year materially lessens the amount
of discharges, by an increase in the numbers resident. The
population of our Asylums is increasing out of all proportion
to the population generally ; this being in all probability due
to better registration, as well as to the prolongation of the
life of the lunatic in the present day.

RECOVERED. RELIEVED, NoT IMPROVED,.
Mal. Fem. Tot. Mal. Fem. Tot. Mal. Fem. Tot.
1st quarter 2 0 2 23 0 23 15 O 16
2nd ,, 10 ‘16 26 S 3 0 0 0
3rd 151100485 ¢ [ ool o §irluogn g malig

4th 2L 36 a7 ISl 0 81 Yaul 1
43 2 120 43 19 62 1% 08, Li

DzaThs.
The mortality has been 66 or 10'8 per cent both sexes, on
the average numbers resident. There is nothing unusual to
remark on respecting the obituary for the past year, the
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deaths having all been from ordinary causes. Post mortem
examinations ( after due notice to and consent from friends ),
have been made in nearly every case. The advantages are
two-fold : the public are satisfied that the cause of death is
ascertained and any attempt at foul play exposed, whilst in-
sanity is shown to be not solely a disease of the mind, but
frequently associated with bodily lesions, and therefore with-
in the reach of Medical Treatment.

In the lst quarter there were 21 deaths: 6 males, 15 females.
st 1@nd % 5 el in Pk i 3B vy
o sond % ” 18z N s il wBitlien
» 4th - 7 E300s i) Biivessbon Eoes

—— =y ——

66 39 31
AMUSEMENTS AND OCCUPATIONS.

As recorded in former reports, ample provision has been
made for different kinds of amusements, embracing the usual
out-door games of cricket, football, &c., as well as theatrical
representations, weekly dances, and a variety of in-door rec-
reations.

As regards the industrial departments, it will be seen by
the monthly return of working patients (given in the statis-
tical Tables) that the number of patients “employed” steadily
increases. Useful work and profitable handicraft industry,
have formed as usual a prominent feature in the management
of the Asylum. Many patients have been taught trades, and
Liave thus been enabled after leaving the Asylum to earn wages
at once. The double value aceruing to the institution is
great, by facilitating industry and self esteem, and drawing off
the attention from delusions. Occupation thus forms the
best relaxation. Patients find in it an antidote to the painful
anxiety of their lives, their frequently shattered bodily powers
meantime regaining strength, and their mental condition in-
sensibly healing.

C
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ADDITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS,

Several minor additions and improvements have been
made during the past year, and the greater portion of the
interior of the Asylum has undergone complete renovation.

The details of these changes need not be specified, as
being closely associated with general repairs. Great atten-
tion has been paid to drainage and ventilation, and much has
been done as regards the general ornamentation of the wards.
"The chief circumstance of interest has been the conversion of
the new west wing into a large hospital. The many advanta-
ges resulting from having “single rooms” for special sick cases
is obvious, and with the continually increasing admissions,
the necessity for increased hospital accommodation is urgent.

CRIMINAL LUNATICS.

There have been an unusually large number of criminal
lunatics admitted during the past year. Some without doubt
were simulating insanity, and the companionship of such cases
on otherwise well disposed patients has been mischievous
beyond conception. A lunatic Asylum cannot be regarded as
cither penal or reformatory, and the admission of eriminal
lunatics interferes very materially with the order and disci-
pline of the institution, tending also to lessen the number of
patients who, (but for their suggestions), would usefully
employ themselves.

The criminal lunatic is by no means slow in appreciating
the difference between the comforts of Asylum residence, and
the sterner unsympathetic life of a prison, consequently on
discharge, shams to be insane, and 1s re-admitted {rom the
prison to the Asylum.

MEDICAL TREATMENT.

It may be as well to state on touching on the medical
treatment of insanity, that in the first place the term “Insan-
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ity”” has no place in strict pathological language.  Although
by common interpretation it is supposed (o represent some
morbid condition of the brain giving rise to great excitement,
it by no means follows that in studying the chief clinical
phenomena, we are to predicate some distinct lesion of the
brain substance, apart from other morbid states of the system.

As the Annual Report is not the place to enter upon the
results of anatomico-pathological investigations, it is sufficient
to state that in the medical treatment of the cases that have
come under observation during the past year, care has been
taken to form as correct an examination of each individual
case, that “diagnosis” should form the safest index to the
therapeutical means adopted. In other words, that inas-
much as “Insanity” comprehends the sympfoms of disease,
and not necessarily any constant or established form of dis-
eased action recognized as such in thellanguage of clinical
medicine, medical treatment has been directed to meet the
most important morbid symptoms in question. The cases
therefore that have come under treatment have been very
considerable.

As cursorily referred to in the last Annual Report “irrita-
bility’”” was mentioned as a not infrequent and troublesome
symptom. The insane appear to be the subjects of reproduc-
tive irritability, and consequently this symptom should ever
warn the physician of some latent and insidious form of
morbid action, which however while enlisting his warmest
sympathy, should not be considered as always beyond the
pale of successful medical treatment,

It would not be proper to close these remarks, without ad-
verting to the fact that many patients have come under medi-
cal treatment, whose vices have induced their own Insanity.,
Slavish indulgence in intoxicating drink has brought on
“delirium tremens”, complicated in some few cases with
epileptic fits. In others again the results of intemperance
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have shown themselves in depraved bodily health, and the
complete dethronement of reason. Superadded, the influence
of poverty, producing defective nutrition and in consequence
a vitiation of the blood, has of necessity distinctly modified
the character of diseases like pulmonary consumption.

The records of the case-books daily prove that the admin-
istration of the Asylum should be akin to that of a hospital,
more especially as regards acute cases of insanity, and should
therefore include a more complete and scientific examination
of patients. In the gigantic Asylums of the present day,
among multifarious daily duties, the physician runs a great
risk of ignoring his primary object, that of treating insanity
as a disease, and his medical duties are thus sunk in admin-
istrative details.

The great end and aim for which a County Asylum is erect-
ed, is surely to afford its afflicted inmates medical relief amid
the various phases of disease, and to give the physician oppor-
tunities for more systematic medical examinations, These
medical duties would be found onerous enough, without
taxing the time of the resident physician with administrative,
and therefore non-professional duties.

In conclusion, the Medical Superintendent begs to return
his grateful acknowledgments to the Committee of Visitors,
for the uniform courtesy and support tendered him in the
discharge of his responsible duties.



REPORT OF THE CHAPLAIN.

1871

To the Visiting Justices of the Somerset County
Lunatic Asylum.

GENTLEMEN,

IN presenting the Annual Report of the Sixth
year of my ministrations as Chaplain, though I have little to
state of a different character from what I had the honour
of submitting to your notice during the year ; yet I have
great pleasure in laying before you the full details of my
work in answer to sundry questions received by me from you.

The daily Services have been performed by myself, except-
ing on a few occasions when I was assisted by my brother-
in-law, or when absent on leave for three days, and on four
other days when I was unable, through illness, to attend.
The Rev. P. Lamb, Curate of St. Thomas’, Wells, kindly
officiated for me, when absent on leave. The Services which
used to be at 9 a.m. were altered at my suggestion by Mr.
Power to half-past eight, in order that the patients might go
from the Dining-hall to Chapel, an arrangement in which Dr.
Medlicott acquiesced, and which has resulted in an increase
of from about 17 to over 100 on the male side. The
average attendance is given to the Superintendent weekly,
and is, I think, about 16~y do

The portions of the Church Service now used are those
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which have been used during the whole of my ministry, and
which with a few alterations were used, so I was informed,

by my predecessors.

Some three years since, I established a Wednesday evening
Service during the winter months, This year I was unable
for some few weeks to attend it at the advice of my Medical
man. It was re-commenced the first Wednesday in Advent,
on the Male side, and 1s attended by from about thirty to
fifty patients, and consists of the singing of Hymns, reading
portions of the Church Prayers, reading of the Bible, and a

short Lecture.

The Services according to the regulations of the Asylum,
as set forth in the printed rules, on Good Friday and Christ-
mas day, are the same as on Sunday, and to them I have
taken the liberty of marking more particularly than other
days, New Year’s day, Ash Wednesday and Ascension day
by extra Services or the delivery of a short Sermon.

At the beginning of the year, the Vicar of Horrington sus-
pended his afternoon Service, and the patients being thus left
unprovided for, T arranged with your Chairman and Mr.
Power to have an afternoon Service at 8 p.m., instead of the
morning, and returned from Croscombe for that purpose for
some weeks ; the Horrington Service being again altered, I
returned every third Sunday.

On the opening of the New Church in May last, the Ser-
vices were fixed at eleven in the morning and at three in the
afternoon. The afternoon Service is the same as at other
Churches ; the full morning Service, being too long for the
patients is curtailed by omitting the Litany one Sunday, and
the Ante-Communion Service on the following Sunday. I
did not observe in the new regulations for Sunday Service
adopted in February last, any wish expressed for the preach-
ing of two Sermons, but thinking it would be for the benefit
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of the Congregation, and assuming that the word Services
might include sermons, I have invariably preached twice.
Short and simple extempore Sermons are those which elicit
most attention, and these I endeavour to deliver. The res-
ponses are monotoned by the Choir and the canticles and
hymns, and on Festivals the psalms, are chanted. Mrs. God-
son generally plays the harmonium, and Mrs. Hensley kindly
does so in her absence. The parents of the children belong-
ing to the Institution have been most kind in sending their
children to bi-weekly practice and Sunday Service. Their
training has been a work of considerable labour to Mrs. God-
son and myself, and their teaching on Sunday adds to Sunday
labour, We have been happy in attending to it, and in encou-
raging them in various ways with the three-fold motives that
usually inspire exertions of that nature. We had hoped
soon to have had additional male voices.

The Church has been decorated this Christmas with care
and beauty by the members of my own and Mr. Duke’s
household, assisted by one of the artizans and patients, and
this attempt to mark the great Christian festival has won-
derfully interested the congregation.

The numbery of the patients present at the Sunday Service
varies from two to three hundred, most of the Officers, Atten-
dants, and resident tradesmen attend occasionally, and a few
strangers have availed themselves of permission to come.

An evening Service instead of, or in addition to the present
afternoon Service, would be more highly valued, and Advent
and Lent lectures might be given as at other Asylums by
neighbouring Clergymen with some hope of beuefiting the
Establishment were there, as I trust there will be at some
future time, any means of lighting the Church.

A small organ, if it could be procured by voluntary sub-
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scription in addition to what is in hand, with, or without a
grant from yourselves, would be a great improvement.

The administration of the Sacrament in Asylums is a sub-
ject of some difficulty. Till 1 was appointed to the Chap-
laincy, it had never, so I am credibly informed, been admin-
istered in the Chapel, and in some Asylums it is never, and
in others only occasionally administered. The patients
disposed to communicate, used to go to Horrington; 1
found however that some could not go, and therefore had
the Sacrament three or four times a year, It was painful
work, owing to the lack of proper provision for its reverent
reception. As soon however as the Communion linen and
plate were purchased, I began to administer monthly.
On Christmas day, also, we had, and on Easter and Whitsun-
day we think of having an early and a late Communion. The
number of patients present varies from fifteen to thirty ; as
a rule their behaviour is devout, and their subsequent con-
duct and state of feeling have been encouraging., I have
administered privately during the year on six occasions, but
it is rare to find, amongst the Infirmary patients, men and
women with whom I can conscientiously communicate. No
one in parochial work enforces the duty wmore persistently
than myself, but amongst the insane [ have learned caution.
I examined and enquired about every patient, this Christmas,
in each Infirmary, and could not find one proper case ; and I
state this because the paucity of private Communions might
be misunderstood by those for whose opinion 1 have some
veneration,

I have solemnized 48 funerals and still try to distribute
the books provided.

In pastoral work I have pursued the same line as hitherto.
Though making it a rule to reserve one day in the seven
for recreation, yet 1 think 1 may safely say that, one week

excepted, seldom has a day passed in which 1 have not
A
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been in one part of the Asylum or another, bent on minis-
terial work, and wherever there was an encouraging case,
I have visited twice and even three times a day. In these
visits I do not always pray with the sufferers. The weak-
minded poor are prone to rely too much on the prayers
of the Clergyman, and I like rather to teach them a prayer,
and inspire them with a spirit of prayer. As a rule, how-
ever, 1 like to have prayers in the Infirmaries if convenient
at least twice a week, and when any one is dangerously
ill, daily. And in visiting the wards, I strive to keep in view
the same work as heretofore, that of stimulating the Christian
life of those who are capable of receiving consolation and
advice. How far this work is successful, God only knows.
I trust, however, that it will have its effect, amid many
peculiar obstacles and discouragements, in puritying, ele-
vating, and harmonizing the discordant elements that war
in the Establishment over which you preside.

I have the honour to be,
Yours faithfully,
E. GODSON.

P.S.—The work bell rings for prayers on week days for
from a quarter of a minute to two minutes. And
on Sundays it rings from seven to ten, and fifteen
minutes, and can be heard in the Vestry and in
Church, with difficulty, A proper Church bell is
needed.
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STATISTICAL: TABLES.

TABLE L

Showing the Admissions, Re-admissions, Discharges, and Deaths,

During the Year 1871,

MALE. | PEM. [TOTAL.
In the Asylum 1st January, 1871 .| s06 | g2 I 628
MALE. | PEM. | TOTAL. '
Admitted for the first time
during the year ......... 60 o7 | 117
Re-admitted during the year| 16 27 | 43
Total admitted 76 ] 84 | 160
Total under care during the year... .--| 382 | 406 | 788
Discharged or Removed:— | MALE.| FEM, |TOTAL
Recovered e | 48 72 | 120
Relieved ... | 43 19 62
i Not Improved ... 17 0 17
Died... S e 31 \ 66
Total Discharged and Died during the year .| 143 | 122 | 265
Remaining in the Asylum, 31st December, 1871 ...| 239 284 523
Average numbers resident during the year... 272 | 328 | 595

TABLE IL

Showing the Admissions, Re-admissions, and Discharges, from the opening
of the Asylum, lst March, 1848, to the present Date, 31st Dec., 1871.

L

— .

HALH.| FEM. |TOTAL.
Persons admitted during the period of 24 years 1809 | 1674 | 3483
Re-admitted ... : 329 371 700
Total of cases admitted | 2138 | 2045 | 4183
Discharged or Removed:— | MALE. | FEM. | TOTAL
Recovered ... ... l 866 l. 998 1864 |
Relieved ... .- 218 | 190 108
Not Improved ... -l 1L 3l 162
i, N A 1 T 0 8 Tl
Total Discharged and Died during the 24 years 1899 | 1761 | 3660
Remaining 31st December, 1871 239 284 | 524
_Average numbers resident during the 24 years 197 | 222 | 419
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TABLE V.

SHOWING THE CAUSES OF DEATH DURING THE YEAR.

l |
CAUSE OF DEATH. HALE.i FEM. TOTAL.
CEREBREAL OR SPINAL DISEASES.
Apoplexy, or Paralysis e S 0 9
Epilepsy and Convulsions . 6 5 11
General Paralysis ... neit gL || ey 16
Chronic Disorganisation of the Brain - 6 | 4 10
THORACIC DISEASES. |
Inflammation of the Lungs, Plure, and Bronchi o] 2 6
Pulmonary Consumption ... v ol 1 6 7
Dims& u the Hﬂart wEw aam EL R ) EEN L3 1 1 2 3
ABDOMINAL DISEASES.
cil'r.hl.'ﬂiﬂ- Bum (T LT e LLEL i LEL 1 ﬂ 1

Nephritia T [T i R EEE TEE LEL] ﬂ 1 I

GENERAL DISEASES,

cﬂ.’m‘:ﬂr T #dE BEE LEREY LLL L] LLE l ﬂ .l
Senile Decay ol 4 4 8

Tntalill LL 2 LR L 35 31 EE

TABLE VI.

Showing the Length of Residence of those Discharged, Recovered, and
in those who have Died during the year 1871.

| RECOVERED. ‘ DIED,
LENGTH OF RESIDENCE. | |
'MALES| FEM. TDTAL.IMALES‘ FEM. TOTAL
Under 1 Mont sasl s, il 0
From 1 to 3 Months R 10 Ig % g g
‘ n dJt0 & »w ne sl 5 14 19 2 2 4
T R ST e < | T R T
w Jtoll n o . & ] 15 1 3 3
w 1to 2 Years.. el 10| 16 o8 | 7 8 15
J 1] 2 to i L Ll 3 ﬁ- ¥ g' E 4 l'ﬂ'
| » B F 4, e 0 2 3] 3 2 b
w oto 7 , . 1 0 il 3 1 4
S I S 0 o L 1 |
w DWIE .5 sas 1 1 2 2 @ 4 |
s TSI S 0 0 0 0 0 o |
s D20 , .- san -t 0 0 g | 0 0O | o
s 20 and upwards sl 20 0 0| 2 ]
! |
Total | 48 72 120 | 35 31 | 66 |
I

————— —
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TABLE XIIL

Showing the Education of those admitted in 1871.

i Good Education ...
Can Read and Write
Can Read only

Can neither Read nor Write

Total

{ MALE. | FEM. | TOTAL.
16 9 20
33 43 76
12 16 28
20 16 36

] 76 84 160

TABLE XIIIL

Showing the Religious Persuasion of Patients admitted

in 1871.

Church of England...
Baptist ...
Independent
Nonconformist ...

Plymouth Brethren...

Primitive Methodist
Roman Catholic
Society of Friends
Wesleyans .

Unknown

Total

e e —

MALE.| FEM. |TOTAL
68 62 120
4 - S S|
1 2 3
2 1 3
2 0 2
2 2 4
2 1 3
0 1 1
5 T 12
0 il ]
76 84 |.160
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TABLE XIV.

Showing the Occupations on Admissions, Discharges, and
Deaths, during the year 1871.

l

MALES.
i =0
A ‘é" | THE DISCHARGES. | &
= =
OCCUPATIONS. 1 et 1 -
& 2 | vered. | lioved, | Total. | A&
| |
ga%:icultuml Labourers 28 16 | 8 215 | a8
ers o 1 1 0 l 1
Blacksmiths ... 1} 1 0 1 0
Butchers 2 0 0 0 0
Carpenters = 4 3 3 | 6 1
Cletk ... 3 2 T e
Collier... L 4 0 LR () |
Cooper ... 1 0 LTS P 0
Eng[:;]eeer I |0 | @ 0 1
Farmers 7 /e [T | 8 2
Fisherman 0 I 0 1 0
Masons 2 )1 Pl T 0
Painters 2 2 i TR (R 1
Pensioners 2 - S e 1 T e 3
Sailors... 1 <P R T B G
Servants Z A i 2
Shoemakers 3 - 2] 3 1
Tailors 4 Yt DT TR ! 2
Upholsterer = s T ‘ 1 0
Weaver .. T || e et [ S | 1
Other Occupations ... Jiv AL ST B 3 3
Not known T 1 | 15 | 16 8
Total o T T
FEMALES.
== e — T — ST . = |
| &g | el
| = % ! THE DISCHARGES. | o T
S | [ 51
OCCUPATIONS. | ma | =il <
= = | Reco- | Re- v
i == | vered. | leved. | Lotal A
= = ST D e e | | ' |
|
Charwoman I (et 8 0 4 | 0
| Factory Hand | 4 3 1 4 1
i Glaver... ] [ S [ 0 3 1
| Hair Cutter b e g 0
| Hawker 2 ! 0 2 1 2 0
| Household Work. .. 29 | 38 L 32 i
| Laundress ... o 2ol 1 | 6 0
| Seamstress [ sl R T 5 3
Servant ’ 24 et b [ 17 fi
| Shoebinder 1 e G i 0
| Not known G e 16 13
| Total s || e i ]




41

TABLE XV.

Numbers admitted from each Union in 1871.

e L =

UNIONS.

Axbridge

Bath...

‘ Bedminster
Bridgwater ...
Chard

Clutton
Dulverton |
Frome
Keynsham
Langport
Shepton Mallet ...
Taunton
Wellington
Wells. ..
Wincanton
Williton

Yeovil

Total...

MALES,| FEM. |TOTAL.
5 6 11
11 12 23
4 3 7
5 7 12
1 2 6
12 7 19
1 1 2] |
4 2 6
1 4 5 -
1 3 +
e B 2 8
| 7 11 18
0 6 6
5 9 14
3 4 7
4 3 7
3 2 5
| 76 | 84 ! 160
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RATIONS FOR THE ATTENDANTS AND
SERVANTS.

WEEELY ALLOWANCE FOR EACH.

MALES.

BERE o i, i e By, (et hmptaden 1hEs
Butter 3
EheEse con Sa Voil e e ey e taiaakae
1 a3 A 5o oy 1
i TE T et b A AT e AR i RS MR R e

b ] o] Pl i Sl M R (i T

1 [T o et e o S e SR S o R vl =
Eeppert LAl N iR r N }$ .,
BNIALT L nhe e AP
I R e TN S AR (ORI R o
NN = i el ady wes werns Ageed a)) adipints;
Porter T S - b
T A O R L N S P v

b

FEMALES,

BRI v S S e S e el
Butter L i
o T T Nl o e
L e T S I 0
Iy S res reBIPElTE e | g R
Wepriahlsc e o 0 G L el case ol Tk
Mustard SR et wwen oG e oy G
B T R i e e i 3,
Sl o R AR ey L
TR LT AN R e 3
1| S YU OESIS {41
Porter o R
AT P R e S 1
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LIST OF CLOTHING AND BEDDING MADE
BY FEMALE PATIENTS IN 1871.

2o L et s Ml s et R L
15170 0 01 1) - TR S RS SR S LS S, . 102
BlRdss “iln v St TP i i ek LA RE
Bonnetsitmade). .l e S e e s e 12
Bonneks Hrimmed) o.o ves s “Soumr s v v e v S wgat I TR0
8 T S C N O P UL, o P e 42
Drawers (pairs) D R e b i
BrawErs (TorMEn) ™ oo vt e e e e e 62
RISt s e R s S e e i e e ST
Fowns (DIENEY .. e coe b e e 36
(GOWHS (BUMMPT) o wue onnl s Snt fiin amsasp ol S0
WIS (RABERIN Sanh © s s i e et s 84
Elaks fivimaned)y, e wlh aheNin s e s L e e g
Nepkilies (for NERPS ., 8 00 ey st o 300
PIHOW SIEIS sl vl s e e st e R A D
P2l 17 (o) - (N DR P s S N S s 120
BRIy - ot el o e S e R e ML e TR T g
BREELE: .o She W Reaman AReg . M0 474
Sheets (repaired) ... @kbMAT L w e 2I0
CHIOIRIE R iv foee s o AR e C T 6o
Shiftsn. ... ain si o W G s sl Eag
Ehiftspfflannelf oo™ i ISR Sl BT 110
SEitsllannel) o i v s T S e R
SETESYHber)s s S T e e s 12
Skirts'THpm cast Wresses) ™ 45T iesl e v phe . Sege b 070
Stockings (Emitted paare) .. i iie e el Las 10
Stockingsa (repaired) i i Lie e e Gy s 1400
Towels (HAHT s, oot e ot it s R B
Tomalalmautid), o s e i i s A B0
PAbLECIOMNER it fhenslheso eaiine) aiaesl fss o=t 30
Tex Eloflis " i o i deoas sl vatipnedis sanomN i ¥ | o
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STOREKXKEEPERS SUMMARY OF TAILORS
WORK FOR 1871.
i MADE. REPAIRED.
1 - ] ; - i
MonTHS. A U; .[ ﬁ P & s | §
Pl SRR e kg b B
| & | B = & LR ‘ =
'. '_ |
JAnvAry. ... .- A [ R 17 0 99 70 | 228
February ... |19 | 14 9 0 | 129 | 93 | 251
March ... .. vl 11 [ 22 | 14 | o [107| 91 |aze
Apiil s = -ap | a2 18 0 | 159 | 122 | 300
May... T 0o | 75 | 70 |28
June ... el (IR LR SRR 20 34 81 52 | 281
Tuly ... .-l 18 | 19 | 10 | 15 | 146 | 166 | 8O}
Anpnet S a0 e : 10 7 0 | 116 | 89 | 265
September vl 25 19 b 33 | 166 | 174 | 321
October “he | 3 1 29 0 119 149 | 250
November ... ... .. 4 | 17 | 26 | 20 |152 | 147 | 304
December ... ‘ 7 4 | 238 6 | 183 | 182 | 326
TOTAL... .| 169 ‘ 153 | 177 | 108 1542 [1425 |[3333

WORK DONE BY SHOEMAKERS

Mens’

13

3=

Boots
Shoes...

Brown and Black Slippers

Carpet Slippers
Boots and Shoes repaired

Women's Boots ...

"

Cloth ditto ..

Canvas ditto ...
Brown Slippers
Carpet ditto ...
Boots and Shoes repaired

.. 206

160

206

IN

102

"

£k

£
F

. 426

b

n

91 pairs.
y
22

L]

¥
62
464

1871.

98 pairs,




FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

PREPARED

BY . THE  CLLEBK,
Purguant to the 16th & 17th Vic., chap. 97, sec. 58.

p—— ey =
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CONTRACT PRICES

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER j3ist, 1871.
| 1 | 2 | SRD 4TH
8T, | ND. | RD.
ARTICLES. | QUARTER. | QUARTER. | QUARTER. | QUARTER.
l i !
e e e
Beef, at per score (20lbs.) 0 11 8 (011 8 (011 8| 012 6
Mutton, oo |01 8B40 11 8] 0711810012 8
Veal, | 0 10 10
| Tlﬂur, atperﬁablc{lﬁﬂlba) 7o s 1 L Gy e e (I, ST
. ,, Oneway L 116 w0 1 15 64 L 18" el T8k 0
Butter, at per ewt. ......... 610 0|6 6 0518 0|6 3 6
NMinegar, o oipal, ... ... a1 T T B R L I
ST o R U |1:14 90115 01115 0|1 15 O]
, Lumpeatperewt...|211 4|211 4|2 6 8|2 6 8
| Treacle, at per Ib. ....... W 0.0 240 0 240 0 2(0 0 2
Rice, B T 013 6(018 9014 3|014 O |
a1 S 02 0l0. 1 7Ho 1.480 1 T3
Coffee, oo Db ek I ST 1 1 O A T s N R [
BEDDRT . M i s 0.0 BHO0 O 6.0 0 S0 O T
Snuff, PR el [0 3~ 08 90,590 8 -9
S don, e ) o 2 5.love a0 8 sdv0 g 8
Soap, S e 1 ERe R ) GRS R e S SR o [ T
Soda, T S st [0 6 6 =0—hb 610 6 &0 b 6
Btk s o b il 0 0 SHoeoesiio o Si0 0 33
! CDHIPDBltEE per doz. Ibs.../0 7 0)0 7 O 0 =T SORI
Dips, - ,,+..0591{}59|D59ﬂ59
Salt, at per cwh. .......iives 1R i 71 4, 1 JEaer e 0 G 1 s Ll 1 |0 110
Coals, hard, at perton ... 012 61012 3/01210|013 4
., Small, + o (3 ol WOl B 6 8 | 015 0 |
Cider, per hhd. ............ 1.5 .6 (1 5 0:41.7 Gl 100 0
Porter and Ma, Johs oot i | R R B R T 1T 0 TR | R O
Barm, 71 0" 0 & 0--0 8|0 0 G510 0 6|

e
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CONSUMPTION OF PROVISIONS AND

NECESSARIES,
Between the lst of January and 31st of December, 1871.

|
ARTICLES. ‘ QUANTITY.

: i
Hread e wsows o owal,., 234188 1bs,
Flour, for Pu:l-:lmgs, Pms, &c. o o “ -

33533
Beef .. = . AR TH T
Mutton and ‘?eal oo al i e - eae dd 134 i

EEEIS
ﬂ;.ﬂg
]

Jomum

Pork and Bacon .. o % i e i i e
Preserved Meat T 4 e i - A

Extlmnt ﬂfmer LR} - -w L] LR L LR} TR R ]
Cheesa .. i e o & i i i cess D034
Buttﬂr == * 8 * & 8 £ = LI PR ll,g’gl:l
Gr_e-am Y & e B a ' & ¥ T 505 pin!.ﬂ_
Milk .. A ik . % o o i ilvras 10,042  gallons

TEE " Oy Ty [E wm * LA L TR 3,2‘09 ]bs.
Gﬂﬂ%ﬂu -a [y o Y (X (R [ L 1,5'“3 ¥

TI'EM]HI - s ) . (R - L] o i..,... 3'212 5
Bugar (Moist) .. - ‘e v . .. selenaa 100108
D].tl[rﬂ' {Lllmp} ' % ® LR =® = e I..... 33’2 s
Yeast Substitute .. Vi v e e e P | 28 =
Riﬂﬁ L] LR L] LR LR (] LA e LR ] 9,833
PE I‘WI' - ) " - s ® as L I P
Eﬂrt *w 5@ & @ e aa e o aa = e lm Ewt.,

Yinegar .. - ‘e e ‘e . e eoliaes 173 llans,
Rﬂifillﬂ- a® - 8 e 5w iw am an " 493 ﬁﬂ,

cumﬂts L (XY W L L LR LR dalowan ﬂ'-‘-.ln "
Pﬂﬂlﬁ {G&ﬂdj.d} L LR a8 = s & & ranw ;ﬂ ”»
l’m a8 a8 - o w & Ty - D3R byt ]9* Bﬂ_ﬂkﬂl
Tﬂhm aw " - am 'l " B s aEEa 52 ].bE.
gﬁ]ﬂ-ﬁl- (] =@ = LR =w aw ' ol e aid 1!”:' "
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2l
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* Has farnished house, light, fire, vegetables, milk, and washing.

+ Has an unfurnished house.

Has an unfurnished house, light, fire, vegetables, millke, and butter,
Non-resident without any allowances.

Has an unfurnished house, light, fire, vegetables, milk, and washing,
%

*{Has a cottage on the estate

no other allowances.

Those without a wark bave board, residence, and washing.
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