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THE CASSEL HOSPITAL FOR FUNCTIONAL

NERVOUS DISORDERS.

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1940.

DR. T. A. ROSS. The Committee have to report with deep regret the death
of Dr. T. A. Ross on the 3rd March, 1941.

Dr. Ross had been Medical Director of the Cassel Hospital since its opening,
and served in that capacity for fifteen years. In May, 1934, he was compelled
to retire through ill-health, largely due to his unsparing efforts in the work of the
Hospital. The success and the reputation which the Cassel Hospital has attained
were very largely contributed to by him and his standing in the Medical profession
was of the very highest.

After Dr. Ross retired from the Medical Directorship he was appointed to
the General Committee, and has brought to it the benefit of his experience and his
knowledge. He will be greatly missed as a colleague and a friend.

A detailed record of his publications and works will be made in the 1941
Annual Report.



EVACUATION. During the course of the year 1940, the development of
the war radically affected the whole position of the Hospital. The capture of the
Channel Ports by the Germans brought Penshurst within the sound of gunfire,
and this was soon followed by the threat of invasion. There was a steady decline
in the number of the patients in the Hospital and also in the number of applications
for admission. Later, when intensive air raids began, many great air battles took

lace overhead. A few more patients left on this account, and new admissions
declined still further. When night bombing began, the patient population con-
sisted largely of those who were undergoing lengthy periods of treatment, and who
had been through the earlier phases. Bombs fell on the Hospital grounds
before the start of the intensive night bombing of London. There was
no panic, and in only a few cases was there a marked increase of symptoms.
This observation was confirmed on each subsequent occasion when bombs fell close
to the Hospital.

By now, however, the decline in numbers had become very serious, and the
position was reviewed with the Chairman of the Hospital in September. After
discussion he expressed the opinion that evacuation to a more suitable area would
be advisable if appropriate accommodation could be obtained. A firm of London
estate agents was consulted and laid stress upon the urgency of the problem, as
the military authoritities were requisitioning all available large houses. The
Chairman, therefore, took the responsibility for immediate action, and the Medical
Director reported the position to and sought the advice of the Chairman of the
Medical Committee. The search was begun at once, and a number of places were
visited in Wiltshire, Somerset, Hereford, ete.

The second search was undertaken within a few days, when a hotel, which
had just become available, was inspected. Its potentiality as an alternative home
for the Hospital was reported to Sir Farquhar Buzzard and afterwards to Sir
Felix Cassel, and a decision to proceed was taken immediately and conveyed to the
lessors by telegram.

After the signing of the lease certain alterations were put in hand, and it was
decided that the transfer of the patients could take place towards the end of
November. Since the new building was in use as a hotel till November 11th,
the most careful preparation had to be made in order that the necessary alterations
could be carried out in the time available. During this period a Ward Kitchen,
Dispensary and Sisters’ Office were begun and finished, and though all the bed-
rooms were not available, patients and staff were successfully transferred by road
on November 12th. Less vital alterations have been carried out since then,
though these have been seriously delayed for lack of labour and materials. The



total available accommodation will be for thirty-five patients, with the Matron
and domestic staff living in the main building and the nursing and administrative
staff billeted in the immediate neighbourhood of the Hospital. In addition to the
main lounge, there is a library, a foyer for ping-pong, ete., a billiard room, a music
room with a dance floor, and a workshop for occupational therapy, as well as
consulting rooms and offices. In the grounds of the Hospital are two hard tennis
courts and a putting green. There are also small rock and flower gardens and
shrubberies, which will provide additional facilities for outdoor occupation.

SWAYLANDS GARDENS. Following the evacuation of Swaylands, the
Gardens were placed on a market garden basis, and in all an additional four acres
of grassland has been brought under cultivation for food production.

FINANCE. In the twelve months ended 31st December, 1940, Expenditure
exceeded Income by £4,295 7s. 5d. Of this amount costs in connection with
evacuation and the necessary alterations amounted to £1,750 12s. 7d., and
the cost of repairing damage caused by enemy action £361 12s. 8d., leaving an
excess of Expenditure on the general working of the Hospital of £2,183 2s, 2d.
This adverse balance was primarily due to war causes, as explained above under
the heading ** Evacuation,” the receipts from patients’ fees being £3,793 less than
in 1939. 1t is hoped that under the new conditions income and expenditure may
be made more nearly to balance, but whether this will be possible only experience
can show. To meet the excess of expenditure the following securities were sold
in November, 1940 :—£6,711 13s. 6d. 3 per cent. Local Loans.

Notification of war damage has been sent in to the proper authorities.

The average number of Patients resident daily throughout the year was 48.6
as compared with 60.05 in the preceding year, with the resultant increase in the

average weekly cost per patient as shown on page 12.

General structural repairs of the properties at Swaylands have been carried
out under the supervision of the Architect.

MEDICAL. It is not proposed to issue a Medical Report this year.



























