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REPORT

OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR 1964

HEALTH AND WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Victoria Road,
West Hartlepool.
May, 1965.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
County Borough of West Hartlepool.

I have the honour to submit my seventh Annual Report on the health of
West Hartlepool for the year 1964.

VITAL STATISTICS

For the first time for many years the Registrar General's estimate of mid-
year population for West Hartlepool shows a decline compared with the
previous year. The estimated population figure for mid-1964 was 78,360 as
compared with 78,600 in 1963. Taken in conjunction with the excess of births
over deaths during the year, which was 780, it will be seen that there has been
a substantial outward migration of population from the town, a fact which
was appreciated locally some two years ago but which would now appear to
have halted, and we may expect a reversal of the trend in 1965. Indeed, in
1964 there was already a strong movement towards improvement in the econ-
omicsituation of the town. An increased number in employment and a consider-
able reduction in the unemployment rate, together with the establishment of
new industries in the town have all helped to foster a feeling of optimism for
the future. Whilst, however, the short-term position has substantially
improved, I would, nevertheless, remind you that the long-term situation
must take into account the high birth rates of the late 50s, which should
make an impact on the employment situation in the early 70s. It is only
through greater buoyancy in the economic situation that we can hope to
absorb school leavers in the early 70s into productive employment.

The vital statistics for 1964 show very little difference from those of 1963
There has been a slight fall in the birth rate from 20.75 to 20.50 but the infant
mortality rate at 24,60 and the perinatal mortality rate at 29.34 are closely
approximate to the 1963 figures,



Over the past seven years the trend had been towards a steady reduction
in the number of premature births and this continued in 1964, there being
103 compared with 107 in 1963 and 132 in 1962.

The crude death rate at 10.55 is also slightly down on 1963 and is sub-
stantially the same as the 1962 figure.

The overall trend at present shows that as far as infant mortality is con-
cerned, the West Hartlepool figures are following the national trend down-
wards, although at a somewhat slower rate, and at present these compare not
unfavourably with other industrial towns in the North of England.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

1964 was a year of light incidence of infectious disease, the only trouble-
some feature being one or two small outbreaks of dysentry. One of these
affected Grantully General Practitioner Maternity Unit, where several mem-
bers of the staff were involved. It did not, however, prove necessary to close
the Unit, although it was necessary to suspend some of the staff from duty.

Dr. Campbell, the Consultant Venereologist, reports an increase in the
number of patients attending the Special Treatment Centre for the treatment
of gonorrhea but observes that the majority of male patients appear to be
over 25 years of age. There has been, however, some increase in the number
of young men attending the clinic. He comments on the good response from
contacts where they have been traced or visited in coming forward for treat-
ment and the impression is gained that the pattern of increase of venereal
disease amongst teenagers is not so evident in this area as perhaps in other
parts of the country.

LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES

During 1964 the local health services provided by the Authority under the
National Health Service Act, 1946, continued to expand. Although there
was again a drop in the number of domiciliary deliveries undertaken by the
municipal midwives, there was a substantial increase in the number of nurs-
ings of cases discharged from hospital before the tenth day—368 in 1964 as
compared with 248 in 1963. There was also a welcome increase in the number
of ‘high risk’ cases delivered in hospital.

The opening of the Maternity and Child Welfare Clinic at Seaton Carew
provided a much needed improvement in the facilities for ante-natal care and
child welfare in that area. The new premises have been much appreciated
and now house an active and enthusiastic mothers’ club.






ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

During the year further progress was made in slum clearance and a public
inquiry into the Council’s proposals for a second smoke control area was held.
Towards the end of the year there was some running down of services du: to
shortage of staff, which developed through the resignations of the Deputy
Chief Public Health Inspector and three experienced district inspectors. For
some years the Chief Public Health Inspector's Department has enjoyed
freedom from staff changes and it seemed at one time that this happy state
of affairs might disappear altogether. However, it proved possible to remedy

the staffing situation in the early part of 1965, and further progress in the
fields of housing and clean air may be expected.

On the 9th July, 1964, a Sessional Meeting of the Royal Society of Health
was held in the Town Hall, West Hartlepool, at which papers on Housing
were presented by your Medical Officer of Health and Chief Public Health
Inspector. The papers attracted a considerable amount of interest and com-
ment and the meeting proved a highly successful one.

WELFARE

A further 22 old people’s flatlets were brought into use in Motherwell Road
in the Spring of 1964. These flatlets were a welcome addition to the Corpora-
tion's supply of specialised housing for the elderly, for which the demand
continues to be heavy. It is unfortunate I have to report that owing to
administrative difficulties it has not been possible to proceed more rapidly
with the construction of the 25 bed hostel linked with 24 flatlets which was
conceived as a special project and which it was hoped to commence building
early in 1965. It is hoped, however, that a start will be made on this project
soon since during the year the demand for hostel accommodation, particularly
as far as elderly women were concerned, was particularly heavy.

STAFF

Dr. A. Wilkinson was appointed Assistant Medical Officer of Health in

July, 1964, filling the vacancy occasioned by the retirement of Dr. J. F.
Farquhar.

Mrs. Atkinson, the Principal School Dental Offlcer, appointed in 1963
took up duty at the beginning of the year and reference to her work is made
in the report of the Principal School Medical Officer.

Mr. Beaumont, the Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector, was appointed
Chief Public Health Inspector at King's Lynn and the departure of three
other experienced district inspectors, Mr. Barker, Mr. Burn and Mr. Gray,
was a serious setback to the Department. Mr. H. Bowes, a District Public
Health Inspector was promoted Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector.
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Health Visitors/School Nurses —
Mrs. A. I. BARKER (1, 2, 3)
Miss. A. M. BENDELOW (1, 2, 3)
Mis. M. A. BODDY (1, 2, 3, 4)
Mrs. M. CROSS 1, 2, 3)
Mrs. M. DOUGLAS (1, 2, 3)
Miss J. GALVIN (1, 2, 3)
Miss R. J. HUBBARD (1, 2, 3)
Miss M. LANCASTER (1, 2, 3)
Mrs. P. MARTIN (1, 2, 3)
Miss O. MAVIN (1, 2, 3, 4)
Mrs. D. USHER (1, 2, 3) (Part-time)
Student Health Visitors—
Mrs. M. GOULDING (1, 2
Miss E. E. HARRIS (1, 2)
Municipal Midwives—
Mrs. E. ATKINSON (2, 5)
Mrs. I. L. BARNETT (1, 2)
Mgrs. M. BRAND (1, 2, 4)
Miss P. D. CLARK (1, 2)
Mrs. K. F. GALLIMORE (1, 2)
Mgrs. V. HAWLEY (1, 2)
Mrs. M. LITHGO (1, 2)
Miss M. S. PORTER (1, 2)
Mgrs. L. R. WALKER (1, 2)

Home Nurses—

Mrs. W. M. ALLEN (1)
Mrs. M. O. ATKINSON (1)
Miss J. HILL (1)

Mrs. M. LEE (1)

Mrs., 1. RICHARDSON (1)
Miss J. SPOORS (1)

Mrs. M. TAYLERSON (1)
Mgrs. L. WHITTINGHAM (1)
Mrs. A. W. WITHERS (1)
Mgrs. J. WRIGLEY (1)

School Nurses—
Mrs. C. CORNER (1, 2)
Miss M. P. LOWRY (1, 2)
Mgrs. D. L. HARBRON (1, 2) (part-time)

Geriatric Visitors (Part-time)—
Mrs. D. E. CRUTTENDEN (1)
Mgrs. E. LAURIE (1)
Mrs. M. E. METCALFE (1)
Mrs. N. POTTS (1. 2, 8)
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Social Welfare Officers—

[. MITCHELL
Miss 5. FRAZER (Trainee)

Aged Persons’ Hostels—

Brnarfields  —Superintendent, J. SHAW

Dinsdale Lodge — 0 G. S. WIDDOWFIELD
Fairlawn —Warden, Mrs. V. BIRD
Hazelhurst — Miss L. FULLER

Wynyvard House —Superintendent, J. H. JENKINS

Aged Persons’ Flatlets—

Cslamis Walk -Warden, Mrs. |]. REED
Motherwell Road —\Warden, Mrs. A. MONTGOMERY

Temporary Accommodation—No. 118 Burbank Street
Warden, Mrs. E. M. ROBINSON
Chiropidist, (Part-Time) Mgrs. J. M. FAIL

ADMINISTRATIVE AND CLERICAL STAFF:
Senior Clerk, E. C. CARROLL

Clerks, J. THOMPSON — Finance Section
Miss K. EVANS —— ~do.-
[. BURGON - —do.—
Miss M. GIBSON - —do.—
Miss J. RYAN —  Welfare Foods
Mrs. J. MORRIS —— —do.—
Mrs. M. ANDERSON — Home Help Section
Miss M. STALLARD — Records and Filing
Miss P. BODDY — Vaccination/Immunisation
Mrs. E. DAVIES — —do.—
Miss M. GRATTON —  Telephonist
Miss L. JARROLD — Public Health Section
Shorthand/Typists—

Miss J. KINGSTON
Miss M. MIDGLEY
Miss J. DAWSON
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Neo-natal Mortality Rate
Total Infant Deaths under four weeks per 1,000 total livebirths 13.69

LEarly Neo-natal Deaths Male  Female Total
under the age of one week — Legitimate 5 11 16
Illegitimate 2 1 3
ToraL 7 12 19

Early Neo-Natal Mortality Rate
Total Infant Deaths under one week per 1,000 total live births 11.82

Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under one week
combined per 1,000 total live and stillbirths) ............ 29 .34

Maternal Mortality (including abortion)

Number of Deaths. . ......coivniusominens 2
Rate per 1,000 Live and Stillbirths.......... [
Male Female Total
Totar DEATHS (All Ages) 454 373 827

Death Rate per 1,000 Estimated Resident Population ..... Crude 10.55
Adjusted  13.29

Area Comparability Factors. . .......cocvvvinininn ... Births 0.93
Deaths 1.26

POPULATION

The mid-year population of the County Borough, in accordance with
the Registrar-General's estimate was 78,360. The corresponding figure for
1963 was 78,600, which shows a population decrease of 240.

The natural increase of population represented by the excess of births
over deaths was 780.

BIRTHS
LIVE BIRTHS.

The number of live births registered during the vear was 1,607 equal to

a crude birth rate of 20.50 per 1,000 population. This figure is 24 lower
than last yvear when the rate was 20.75.

The rate for England and Wales was 18.4 which can be compared with
an adjusted rate for West Hartlepool of 19.06.

The table which follows gives birth rates for a period of ten years for
COMpArison purposes :—
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INFANT MORTALITY

A total of 39 infants whose parents were normally resident in the Couaty
Borough died during the year. This gives an infant mortality rate pr:-:r
1,000 live births of 24.26 as compared with 23.91 for 1963. The equivalent
rate for England and Wales is 20.0.

The figures relating to infant mortality for a ten-year period are given
in the table below :—

INFANTILE MoORTALITY RATES, 1955-64,

WEST HARTLEPOOL

ENGLAND
YEAR Deaths of Infant & WALES
Births Infants under | Mortality Rate RATE
one year per 1,000
live bhirths
1955 1,459 64 44 24.9
1956 1,496 61 41 23.7
1957 1,596 70 44 =31
1958 1,610 41 25 22.6
1959 1,609 33 21 Rl
1960 1,626 44 27 21.9
1961 1,655 59 36 21.6
1962 1,682 43 28 21.6
1963 1,631 39 24 21.1
1964 1,607 39 24 2.0

NEO-NATAL AND POST-NEONATAL MORTALITY.

There were 22 deaths of infants under 4 weeks giving a neo-natal mortality
rate of 13.69 compared with the rate of 15.32 for 1963.

Seventeen children died between the ages of one month and twelve
months giving a post-neonatal mortality rate of 10.58 per 1,000 Live births
compared with 8.59 in 1963.

Further details concerning infant mortality are given in the tables which
follow :
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TotarL DEATH RATE 10.55 PER 1,000 POPULATION.

DEATHS FROM CANCER.

During 1964 there were 147 deaths attributable to malignant neoplasms,
the same number as in 1963. The rate per 1,000 estimated resident
population was 1.87 as compared with 1.88 in 1963.

Cancer deaths comprised 17.77%, of the total deaths during the year
slightly higher than the figure for 1963 which was 17.5%,.

Statistics relating to cancer deaths over the past ten years are set out
below :

CANCER DEATHS 1955-64.

o, of Death Rate per | Deaths from Percentage of

Year Cancer Deaths Males Females (1000 population] all cagses total deaths
1955 122 66 56 1.67 854 14.28
1956 144 87 57 1.97 875 16.45
1957 141 74 67 1.91 824 17.11
1958 149 83 66 2.00 849 17.55
1959 141 81 60 1.87 853 16.53
1960 132 74 58 1.73 837 15.77
1961 135 78 57 1.74 902 14.96
1962 158 95 63 2.02 826 19.10
1963 147 84 63 1.88 845 17.51
1964 147 88 29 1.87 827 17.77
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SCARLET FEVER

The incidence of scarlet fever showed a slight drop from the 15 cases
notified in 1963. Of the 12 notified cases 8 were for children in the 5 to 10
years age range.
WHOOPING COUGH

Only 9 cases of whooping cough were reported during 1964 as against
25 in the previous year. Six of these cases referred to children in the 0
to 5 years age range.
MEASLES

As was expected there was a sharp decline during 1964 in the number of
notified cases of measles, 347 as against 1,216 in 1963, but 144 of the total
cases were notified in December which indicated a possible high eyclic in-
cidence of this disease during 1965. 224 notifications referred to children in
the 0 to 5 years age range and there were 121 notifications for children in the
5 to 10 years age group.

DYSENTERY

There were 21 notifications of dysentery during 1964 of which 4 required
hospital treatment. 15 were children in the 0 to 5 years age group and only
2 were aged over 20.

VENEREAL DISEASE

I am grateful to Dr. E. Campbell, Consultant Venereologist, for the fol-
lowing report on venereal diseaseand the workof the Treatment Centre at the
General Hospital, West Hartlepool, during 1964 :

“During the year 1964 the number of patients attending the Tees-side
Special Treatment Clinics showed a rise of 189 over the previous year., The
number of new patients attending the West Hartlepool Clinic, however,
approximated closely to the 1963 return but as patients very often prefer to
attend a clinic outside their own area, the figures appertaining to particular
clinics are not a true reflection of the incidence of disease in that town. With
this in mind the actual increase in West Hartlepool cases was 26, that is an
increase of Just over 47%,.

The incidence of Gonorrheea in the area has followed a pattern of rising
figures for two years and then a fall ; this pattern continues, a slight rise
during 1963 has again been followed by a sharp rise during 1964 (307%; in-
crease).

A study of the age groups of patients suffering from Gonorrhceea still shows
the majority of male patients to be over 25 years of age (649, of the total)
but it is noted that males aged 18-19 rose from 11 cases in 1963 to 24 in 1964.
The number of female patients 17 years of age and under remains at a low
level, During the year 12 attended as against 8 in the previous year and
males of that age group decreased from 4 to 2.

During 1964 there was a good response from contacts who had been given
a contact note or had been visited by a Social Worker. Of the 431 cases of
Gonorrheea treated during the year, 295 had contracted their infection with-
in the area and a high proportion of these contacts—35%,—were found and
persuaded to attend for examination. Of the 117 cases of female patients
treated for Gonorrhaea 92 were known contacts of male patients under treat-

ment.”
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EXAMINATIONS AND CONSULTATIONS BY MEDICAL OFFICERS
AT INFANT WELFARE CENTRES

Immunisations
Children : ... | Consult-
Centre Vae- Poliomyelitis ations
cinations | Diptheria with
Under | 1—2 | 2—5 6 mths| Motbers) Mothers
| year | vears | years =3yrs.
Dl et so6 | 154 153 20 305 | 3e3| 18| 1,002
Seaton Carew ... 574 163 137 48 287 259 1 725
Orxford Street. ... poill. 231 239 45 4656 269 12 1,245
Wynyard Road ..| 1,101 562 368 62 1.128 |1.,415 45 340
Se. Matthew's ...} 1,016 257 162 &l (56 541 12 918
SEranton ... ... .. R R 160 g 184 205 10 289
St Luke's ...... 1,048 2086 142 44 532 4a7 18| 1,338
Totals 1964 . .| 5,639 |1,666 |1,861 298 3,649 |3,839| 116 | 5,867
Totals 1963 ..| 5661 1,001 |1,304| 103 | 2608 [3153| 252 | 4,432

EXAMINATIONS BY MEDICAL OFFICERS AT INFANT WELFARE
CENTRES SHOWING CONDITIONS FOUND IN INFANTS

Condition L il [ it u--suf;--.l Stranton | g 5t | Total

F e R S _— — _— 4 — e 2 6
LT e o S _— 4 3 4 — —_ — 11
Bamibs =, o e L — 2 —_ 3 -— — — 5
Bronchitis .. e 9 23 G 26 4 4 4 TG
Burns and Scalds..... - 3 2 1 -— —_ —_ [
ITCHMCISION . o v ovus o — 3 —_— 1 —_— — 3 7
njunctivitis ....... 22 16 ] 28 22 10 5 107
onstipation ........ 10 G 11 8 11 14 5 85
Coughs and Colds .., 62 27 4 53 17 17 44 284
Dental Defects....... — - — 2 - 2 1 5
Diarrheea. .. el 14 22 22 21 15 6 23 123
Enlarged glands . —_ 2 3 4 — — 1 10
Enuresis. .. .. g — 2 —_ 5 — — —_ 7
Eye defects.......... - 6 9 1 - 3 22 41
FEHI.i'I].,E difficulties 3 a0 22 21 24 46 12 158
vy o | R TR 2 5 2 2 — — 4 15
ngwinal Hernia. ... .. —_— —_— 1 5 — -— 10 16
niections Diseases 4 — 1 10 o . = 15
e — 3 1 3 1 — — 8
asal Catarth........ 4 8 4 3 —_ — 5 24
Otic defects : 2 2 a 1 — 6 - 20
titis Media ......... 8 - 3 7 1 —_ 7 25
torrhoea . 3 a3 7 11 L] 4 10 3 49
Phimosds . . .......... 2 — fi 5 1 - 2 19
ical defects — 8 5 15 2 2 3 as
Pyloric Stenosis ...... e 1 1 1 — — e 3
Rash. .. - a6 29 a3 46 26 12 46 228
borrheea.. . . .. 9 7 2 6 2 —- 7 33
kin Diseases ........ B K] (] 15 1 1 a az
peech Difficulties. . .. 1 — — 2 2 5 2 12
tomatits.. ......... -— — 4 1 P = — 5
trabismuas .......... — — -_— g 2 — 1 12
ST L o 7 1 2 4 2 7 a3 26
eething difficulties...| — G 4 14 5 — — 24
bt Sl 8 12 5 10 b — 5 42
Umbilical defects . ., — L] 2 2 3 1 1 15
Umbilical hernia ... .. 14 10 11 B 7 4 4 58
Ul'tlca.n.l ............ 14 — b 21 1 —_ - 41
omiting..... 6 22 27 23 13 2 9 102
ORI . e ainns 2 1 1 2 - 1 - 7
Conditions ! 26 47 65 25 4 13 5 185
Totals. ....... 278 324 357 434 172 166 242 |1,973
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DISTRIBUTION OF WELFARE AND PROPRIETARY F0ODD5.

Welfare Foods are available at each of the Infant Welfare Centres and

supplies can also be obtained at the Health and Welfare Department during
normal office hours.

The sales of Welfare Foods showed a slight decrease during 1964, with
the exception of Orange Juice where the issues showed a 147 increase over

1963 figures.

In the table below the comparative figurcs for 1954 and 1963 are shown :

1964 1963
Issues | Value | Issues | Value
£ £
National Dried Milk (tins) 8643 | 1,085 10,724 | 1,344
. L 2,367 | Tree 3,476 | Free
Orange Juice (bottles) 13,279 996 | 10,909 818
0 - 2,033 | TFree 2557 | Free
Cod Liver Oil (bottles) 1,187 59 | 1,096 55
" " - 382 | Free 572 | Free
Vitamin A and D Tablets (packets) 647 16 GOS 15
2 " i % 59 | Free 73 | Free

Details of proprietary food sales during the year are given below :—

TortaLs

1964 1963
Adexolin (bottles)........c0onnneinnn. 3,529 2,819
Cow & Gate (packets) .............. 12,268 9,440
Ostermillc {tims): ;. & s ii. 17,884 15,944
S.M.A. Liquid and Powder .......... 1,559 1,575
Farex (paekarsy. £ 0. JTh ook oo B S 2,230 1,541
Mmadex {packets). .. ... 0 s o 763 471
Baby Rice (packets) .............0. 996 599
Scotts Twin Pack (packets) .......... 568 G935
Ormltine {BneY 2o i oo s bl wvars 8,165 7,212
Robrex (Mixed Cereal) ............-- 525 431
Rose Hip Syrup (bottles) ........... 8,368 4,771
Weaning Foods (Cow and Gate)...... 2 802 —

Horlick's (tins) ....ccovvvinvnnnnnens 2,559 2,214






1964 1963
Abnormalities discovered—
T T R S el e e B (el 0 11 31
Toxemia of Pregnancy ........ 0. oiiiiiiivai 4 5
Glaod Incompatibliby’ . oo v m i s 1
Rost-maturmby.c. ot b s aim et s 2 4
Pyelitisof Pregnancy ...............cc0coue.... 2 |
LTy R R S e SR 10 5
Essential Hypertension of Pregnancy............ 1 -
13 ot |53 i T LIS IR e s O e o, M 2 2
Positive Cervical Smear. ...t voss i 1 -
Not: Prarmamt. . b i i e s s N 2
Yogt-natal—No. of Patiesnts, . e 13 11
New:Cases ... 0 B T = 9 9
Attendances...........ccoiiniivannn, 15 16

DENTAL TREATMENT—EXPECTANT AND NURSING MOTHERS
AND CHILDREN UNDER SCHOOL AGE.

The tables below give an indication of the use being made of the

service provided by the Council for dental treatment of expectant and
nursing mothers and children under five.

A. NUMBERS ProvIDED WITH DENTAL CARE.

Needing Made
Year |Examined | Treatment| Treated | Dentally
Fit
Expectant & Nursing| 1963 1 1 1 1
mothers 1964 =7 45 e L
Children under Five | 1963 28 48 25 i
1964 50 50 50 50
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MIDWIFERY

PART II MIDWIFERY TRAINING SCHEME.

During 1864 8 pupil midwives recruited by the hospital authoritics were
given district training ard all were successful in their examinations. Two
pupils were receiving training at the end of the year.

STAFF.

Nme domiciliary midwives were employed at the beginning of the year,
one of whom was engaged solely on the nursing of premature infants.

SUMMARY OF WORK.

The total number of cases delivered by domiciliary midwives again fell
during 1964 with the result that the average case load for the vear was
reduced from 37 in 1963 to 31 in 1964.

Further details of the work of the domiciliary midwives are given below :

CaseE Loap 1960/64.

1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964

No;.of deliveries . . oo bois motmmnmas 528 | 469 | 387 | 331 | 277
Average Case Load. .......00cveevas 66 52 43 37 31
No. of cases attended on discharge

from hospital before 10thday ...... 1179 | 206 | 124 | 248 | 368

No. of deliveries attended by midwives during the year—
(a) Doctor not booked

(i) Present at time of delivery ...........0000i0 —
(ii) Not present at time of delivery .............. 3
(b) Doctor booked
(i) Present at time of delivery ................. g 15
(ii) Not present at time of delivery ............. : 259
Total 277
No. of cases in which gas and air were administered—
(a) Doctor present at time of delivery................ —_
(b) Doctor not present at time of delivery ............ 6
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PREVENTION OF ILLNESS, CARE
AND AFTER CARE

TUBERCULOSIS

Report on the work of the Chest Clinic
by Dr. J. B. Robinson.

In common with the rest of the country, the incidence of pulmonary
tuberculosis is falling and at present is not a serious problem.

No. of tuberculosis cases on register, Ist January............ 364

No. of new notifications: —

(8) TESPITREOEY . o otres . <o b cirs 18

(b) non-respiratory ............ -
No. of transfers from other clinics. ....... e 5
Woof transfers D e s o A ek T ch v e i b i 5
No. of cases written off during the year as dead (all causes). .. 6
No. of cases written off asrecovered...................... 23
No. of cases on register, 31st December, 1964............... 353
Total No. of visits paid by visitors to tuberculosis households 420
No. of 'no Kocess avwsita ;.. v e aa el o ¥ b A e e 112

Total no. of attendances by whole-time tuberculosis
visitors at chestelme U T U s e s e o 92

el












MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

The under-mentioned medical examinations were caitied out dunine
the vear by the medical staff of the lecal authority :(—

Examinations for employment and superannuation 285

Ministry of Education examinations—

Form 28 R.0). 25
i LB P B 54 - 59
Examinations ou behalf of other local authorities. | . 5
Medical examination of employees following prolonged
absence due tosickness . . .......0 .o 27
Examinations for admission to Outward Bound
L L R o e e L0 o 3
417
et

CREMATIONS

The Parks and Cemeteries Superintendent who is responsible for the
administration of the Crematorium has kindly supplied the following details
relating to the work of the Crematorium during the year.

NUMBER OF CREMATIONS.

Total number of Cremations since the opening of Crematorium

toiB1st-December: 988+ . v suin vr diisab b aiai e s ea0 5,608
Total number of Cremations for the year 1963.............. 547

Total number of Cremations for the year to 31st December, 1964 573

Total number of Cremations since the opening of Crematorium
to 31st December, 1964. ... ... .. civiiiniiirnmnnannns 6,181

DISPOSITION OF REMAINS FOR THE YEAR 1964.

Scattered or buried in Grounds .......c.cco00cienirinininan 540
Placed, or to be placed, in Graves.. .. ..o icvvvevnvvsneasnny 33
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WELFARE VISITING SERVICE
FOR THE ELDERLY

Regular visiting of elderly persons by the Council's four part-time
(5.R.N.) Geriairic Visitors was maintained during 1964.

Additions to the records were made during the year as under :—

Aged men living alone .. i zid 24
Aged women living alone % S el O
Aged men living with relatives, etc. i 22
Aged women living with relatives, etc. .. 70
Aged couples e s i e

The following is a summary of cases covered during 1964 :—

Living Living wnth No. of
Alone Relalives Aged Record
Couples Cards
M F M F
No. on registers at December,
d1st, 1963 i 186 735 139 423 475 2,433
New cases during 1964 s 24 103 22 70 122 4683
210 838 151 493 5097 2,896
Removals from registersduring
vear because of :
Deaths/or transfers i 28 72 24 46 67 304
Permanent admission to :
Hospital .. e o 3 4 — 6 1 15
Aged Persons’ Hostel " 11 10 2 7 1 32
Aged Persons’ Flatlet H - 15 -- 12 —_ 27
Hemovals from area .. -1 & 16 1 7 4 a8
162 721 134 415 524 2,480
Transfers between registers® ., 21 as 3 13 1 74
No. on registers at December,
31at, 1964 .. b o 183 756 137 428 525 2,554
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(e) STAFF

In July, Mr. D. J. Heywood was appointed Senior Social Welfare Officer
to deal with handicapped persons under the Council’s National Assistance
Act Programme. This caused a reduction in the staff of the Mental Health
Section because Mr. Heywood had previously devoted approximately 602,
of his time to Mental Health Work. The Council has however, in its Ten
Year Development Plan authorised the appointment of a full-time Mental
Welfare Officer as from September, 1965. This further appointment should
strengthen the Mental Health Section.

(ff HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS

The number of compulsory admissions to Hospital (including Ayecliffe
Hospital, The General Hospital, West Hartlepool, Winterton Hospital,
Sedgefield, Cherry Knowle Hospital, Ryhope and the Retreat, York) increas-
ed by 24 on the previous year’s total to 138 an increase of 219. In 1962
the figure was 90. '

(g) MENTAL AFTER-CARE SERVICE — COMMUNITY CARE

A number of patients selected by the Consultant Psychiatrists for visiting
in their own homes are visited regularly by the Council’s Mental Welfare
Officers and Part-time Social Worker who submit to the Consultant Psy-
chiatrists written reports following each wvisit. Whenever the patient's
mental condition appears to the Mental Welfare Officer or Social Worker to
be deteriorating an immediate out-patient appointment or admission to
hospital is arranged with the Consultant Psychiatrist. At the end of the
year 156 patients were being regularly visited by the Mental Health staff.

(h) Case Histories continue to be taken in respect of all new out-patient
appointments and are also taken for all new admissions to the General Hos-
pital Psychiatric Wards. The Council’s Mental Welfare Officers obtain the
out-patient case histories by visiting the patients in their own homes shortly
before they are interviewed by the Consultant Psychiatrists. Case histories
of patients already admitted to the Psychiatric Wards are obtained by the
Social Worker. Out-patient Clinics are now held daily at the Psychiatric
Clinic at the General Hospital where the staff of Psychiatrists has increased
from two to five. This means that patients no longer have to wait so long
for out-patient appointments and as a result of this requests for Social Hist-
ories are received at very short notice by the Mental Welfare Officers. 129
Case Histories were taken during 1964.

(i) SURVEY OF ATTEMPTEP SUICIDES

At the request of Dr. M. M. Lidgate, Consultant Psychiatrist at the Gen-
eral Hospital one of the Council’'s Mental Welfare Officers was assigned to
assist in a Survey of Attempted Suicide Cases which had been admitted to
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The usual bus outing was held and organised by the Club's own Commit-
tee and their Annual Dinner held in the Masonic Hall to commemorate the
opening of the Club in 1962 was also successfully and efficiently organised by
their keen and enthusiastic Committee and members,

They are a very loyal group, always remembering to send cards to mem-
bers on their birthdays ; they visit their sick and less fortunate members in

their homes orin hospitals, they take little gifts to them and send “Get Well”
cards.

In appreciation of the services of the Mental Welfare Officers The Firs
Social Club Committee and members sent invitation cards for their Annual
Dinner to the Mental Welfare Officers and their wives who were feted as

guests of honour for the evening. This kind and generous gesture is deeply
appreciated by all concerned.

3 SUBNORMAL PERSONS IN THE COMMUMITY

(a) TRAINING CENTRES

The climax to a year of anticipation was reached on 5th October when
Trainees from both the female and male adult centres entered their brand new
purpose built premises in Lynn Street for the first time. The Council's
Health Committee had thus reached yet another milestone of achievement.
The building will accommodate 70 Trainees. The trainees enjoved their
bright new surroundings in the Craft Room and some of the men looked in
amazement at the machinery in the Metalwork Room. Others were soon
trying their hand at the benches in the woodwork room. All settled in
quickly and very much enjoyed their mid-day meals which were cooked in
the Centre’s well equipped kitchen. The highlight came on 11th November
when the Chairman of the Council’s Health Committee, Alderman Mrs. W.
Breward, ].P. performed the official opening ceremony in front of many
distinguished guests who had been invited to attend. The completion of
the Adult Training Centre and the transfer of the Adult Female Trainees
from Brenda Road enabled the Junior Training Centre to have more space.
A sandpit and paddling pool kindly given by the members of The Round
Table added to the pleasures of the children attending the Junior Training
Centre and were greatly appreciated.

(b) SUBNORMALS LIVING AT HOME

During the year 1,375 visits were made by the Mental Welfare Officers
and 176 patients and relatives were seen at the Health Department.

(¢) ASCERTAINMENT OF CASES REPORTED DURING THE YEAR S

12 cases were reported during the year 4 males and 5 females by the Local
Education Authority and 1 male and 2 females by other Sources.

All the above were placed in the care of the local health authority. There
are now 167 males and 144 females on the Council's Registers.







Males | Females | Total
In Special Schools 1 2 3
In Prison 2 —_ &
Under Supervision 104 92 196
On Short-term Care — 1 1
TOTALS 107 95 202

(h) PATIENTS AWAITING ADMISSION TO HOSPITALS

The list of patients awaiting admission to hospital was smaller than it has
ever been. This is very largely due to the co-operation of Dr. W. Dunn, the
Senior Consultant Psychiatrist at Aycliffe Hospital. Dr. Dunn has paid
many visits to West Hartlepool to see patients who were considered to be in
need of hospital treatment. Not only did Dr. Dunn agree that they re-
quired treatment he also went to a great deal of trouble to find accommoda-
dation for the patients. We are all well aware of the difficulties in obtaining
hospital beds for subnormal patients who are usually long stay cases. It

has therefore been very heartening to us that Dr. Dunn has made such eforts
to accommodate our most needy cases.

(i) CASE CONFERENCES

Since September a weekly Case Conference has been held at Ayclifie
Hospital to which the Council’s Mental Welfare Officers were invited. These
have proved invaluable to the stafi not only from an educational point of
view but they have afforded the staff the opportunity to meet Mental Wel-
fare Officers from other Local Authorities and to pool their ideas and thoughts.
Dr. Dunn has personally conducted each Case Conference and has invited
questions which have provoked discussion and thus have been of great bene-
fit to everybody attending. When Cases from West Hartlepool were pre-
sented (four in all) the West Hartlepool Mental Welfare Officers were invited
by Dr. Dunn to present the Social Histories and toanswer many of the questions
which arose during the discussion. It is felt that a much better understand-
ing of each other’s problems has been achieved in addition to a much wider
knowledge of the types and treatments in cases of subnormality.

The Mental Welfare Officers are greatly indebted to Dr. Dunn for these
Case Conferences.
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The classifications of the residents at the 3ist December, 1964 for
the purpose of Ministry of Health Form H4 (64) were as under—

Elderly (thers Total

M. F. M. 9
Not materially handicapped 56 53 4 5 118
Blind 1 —_ e e 1
Deaf I — — —_ 1
Epileptic 2 1 e 3
Others physically handicapped 4 8 1 1 14
Mentally handicapped 3 5 - 1 9

67 67 3 7 146

L

Included in the above-mentioned total are 3 females accommodated
on behalf of the following Local Authorities :—

Birmingham Corporation........... 1
Durham County Council........... I
Leeds Corporation ... ....... .00 1

In addition, 1 West Hartlepool resident, for whose maintenance the
Council is financially responsible, was, at the 31st December, 1964, in
accommodation provided by Duriiam County Council.

NEW ADMISSIONS.
During 1964, 49 new residents were admitted to the Council’'s Hostels,
viz., :

Males Females Total

From Hospitals. ...... 12 7 19
From own homes .. ... Z0 10 30
32 17 49
_ — —_—
DISCHARGES.
Hostel discharges (including deaths) during 1964 were as under :—
To To
Hospital Relatives, ele, Deaths Total
M F i M F M F
Briarfields o = - 1 —_ 5 - 8 —
Dinsdale Lodge 4 2 5 — 4 2 13 4
Fairlawn — 1 — 2 — —— —_ 3
Hazelhurst i -— 1 — — —_— —_— — 1
Wynyard House 2 (& 1 - 5 5 8 11
-TH-_ 10 7 2 14 ) 26 19
18 -] 21 48
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D. REMOVAL TO SUITABLE PREMISES OF PERSONS IN NEED
OF CARE AND ATTENTION.
it was found necessary during the year to take action under the National
Assistance Act, 1948 (Section 47) or the National Assistance (Amendment)
Act, 1951 for the removal of one man to hospital.

E. TEMPORARY PROTECTION OF PROPERTY OF PERSONS
ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL.

It was not necessary to undertake the protection of property of any
persons admitted to Hospital during 1964,

F. BURIAL OR CREMATION OF THE DEAD.

Under Section 50 of the National Assistance Act, 1948 it is the duty of
the Council to cause to be buried or cremated anv person who died or was
found dead in its area, and for the disposal of whose bodv no other suitable
arrangements were being made.

No such arrangements were made by the Council during 1964,

G. W.V.S "MEALS ON WHEELS” SERVICE.

OrGANISER—MERS. V. PORTAS.

The total number of meals delivered by the W.V.5. Meals on Wheels
Service to sick, crippled or aged persons during 1964 was 16,646, an average
of approximately 320 meals per week, as compared with 14,106 (271 per
week) last vear.

Meals continued to be provided on four mornings per week, namely
Tuesdays to Fridays inclusive, to persons recommended by the Medical
Officer of Health.

A fluctuation in recipients occurred owing to deaths, admissions to
and discharges from hospitals, etc.

At the 1st January, 1964, the number of persons provided with meals was
171 and at the 31st December, 1964, 175. During the vear a total of 295
persons were provided with meals.

Christmas dinners, financed from W.V.5. funds, were delivered as
usual and were greatly appreciated and enjoyed.

A few crises occurred during the year owing to break downs, etc., but with
co-operation of the Welfare Department dinners were always delivered more
or less on time.

The team of drivers and helpers attached to the Service are most reliable
and conscientious and continue to find the work very rewarding.
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(f) EMPLOYMENT OF THE BLIND.
The following are the details of the occupations of the employed Blind

Persons :—

Workshops for the Blind : Males Females Total
Basket Making 4 - 4
Mat Making . . 2 — 2
Firewood Worker 1 -— 1
Shorthand Typist .. - 1 1
Telephone Operator 1 - 1
Laundry Worker e - 1 1
Labourer — Garage i I — 1

9 2 11

(g) HoME TEACHING SERVICE.

The Home Teacher made 1,475 visits to homes, hospitals and hostels
during the year and also gave weekly lessons viz. handicrafts (12), braille (4),
Typing (2), and Moon (2). She also arranged examinations and regist-
ration of blind and partially-sighted persons; assisted in letter-writing,
shopping, repair of clothing, etc., making hospital appointments, and
visiting patients, ordering of games, magazines and apparatus, obtained
transport passes and wireless certificates and acted as escort in special
circumstances. She also contacted the XNational Assistance Board with
regard to the installation of wireless in the homes of newly registered
persons where required.

Braille literature continued to be available to all blind persons either
at West Hartlepool Public Library or direct from the National Institute
for the Blind.

(h) SocrAL ACTIVITIES.

Handicraft Classes continued to be held weekly on Tuesday afternoons.
A Social Club was held twice weekly and a social evening was also held once
every month. The annual outing was well attended, as were the parties
arranged during the Christmas Holidays.

B. DEAF AND DUME.

(a) The Council’s arrangements for the provision of Welfare Services
for the Deaf and Dumb in accordance with its scheme under Sections 29 and
30 of the National Assistance Act, 1948 continue to be carried out on its
behalf by the Northumberland & Durham Mission for the Deaf and Dumb,
the services of whose Missioner (Mr. Barber) are allocated on the basis of
two-fifths for the West Hartlepool County Borough Council and three-fifths
for Durham County Council.
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(e) Sociar. WELFARE

No Home Teaching is done among the deaf, unless they are also
blind, when theyv are in the care of Home Teachers for the blind. Deaf
men and working women are in open emplovment

The Social Club is open on three occasions each week. Programmes of
activities, outings and holidays have been held during the vear and enter-
tainments arranged.

(f) No. oF DEAF¥ BEING TAUGHT, ETC.

18 children are at special schools for the deaf and receive a normal educ-
ation. :

One youth is at Court Grange, Abbotskerwell, Newton Abbott, Devon.
The Royal National Institute for the Deaf Training Centre for problem adol-
escents.

(g) DomMicILLIARY VISITING ETC.
No. of visits made by Missioner to deaf in their own homes 184
No. of visits made by Missioner to deaf at their place of em-

L o 27 ) AT SR e S SR e R S 98

No. of visits on behalf of deaf to Doctors, Courts, Employers,
Employment Exchanges, etc.” .......cccivvivinnnns 175
457

(h) SocrAaL ACTIVITIES

Regular Club nights, Church Services and outings were held during 1964.
Members of the West Hartlepool Club competed in a Summer Sports Meeting
held by the Mission and in a Winter Indoor Games Competition between
Mission Centres throughout the area.

A small number of West Hartlepool Deaf people were among those who
went on an Old People’s Holiday arranged by the Mission.

Young people from West Hartlepool attended an adventure course at
Keswick organised by the British Deaf and Dumb Association and at which
members of the Mission staff assisted.

(i) PLACEMENTS

During the year employment for deaf persons was found by the Missioner
as under :—

Males Females
Pamter | ool i s 1 Clothing Machinists........
Carpet Repairer.......... :

Canteen Worker .........

(j) EMPLOYMENT.
At the 31st December, 1964 there were 16 male and 6 female deaf persons
employed in the following occupations :
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continue for many years yet, but one hopes that the subsequent clearance
programmies will be as successful as the first.

‘ The registration of premises under the Offices, Shops and Railway Pre-
mises Act was largely completed during the year—not without a good deal of
what should have been unnecessary work in reminding people of their oblig-
ations. However, now that the administrative work is out of the way, it is
hoped to start the big task of getting premises up to the standard required by
the Act. Our first impressions are that much must be done before the legal
standards are reached.

Corned beef dominated the food inspection side of our work. On no less
than three occasions every food shop in the town had to be visited and the
stock of corned beef checked for tins which may have been infected with
typhoid. We will never know whether the hours spent saved a typhoid
outbreak or whether they were completely wasted, but certainly the resources
of the department were stretched to the limit, at a time of acute staff shortage,
to do this work. The development of mobile food trading based on a whole-
sale cash and carry basis certainly makes an investigation of an incident of
this sort extremely difficult because one could never be sure that all mobile
traders were known to the department. The need for registration of mobile
food traders has never been more clearly demonstrated.

During the last six months of the vear it was sad to see our Health Edu-
cation work on Food Hygiene fade away as staff left. The Report on the
Aberdeen typhoid outbreak stressed the need for more work of this tvpe,
and I look forward toour being able to restart as soon as possible. Before
the Health Education programme stopped, it had been possible through the
good offices of the Chief Education Officer and Head Teachers to visit, for the
first time, some schools for lectures and film shows on Food Hygiene.

The staffing difficulties referred to were caused by the well deserved pro-
motion of Mr. Beaumont to be Chief at King's Lynn, Mr, Barker to be Deputy
Chief at Wakefield and the departures of Mr. Cudlip and Mr. Burn to more
rural areas. Whilst we wish them all well, we wish they had not left us because
no replacements had arrived by the end of the year. Mr. Bowes was, how-
ever, given his equally well deserved promotion and replaces Mr. Beaumont
as my Deputy.

I am extremely grateful to all of them, and indeed even more so to the
stalwarts who remained, for all the hard work which they put in during the
year.

I am grateful, too, for the help and understanding of the Health Comm-
ittee in what has been a most difficult year.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

R. EMERSON,
Chief Public Health Inspector.
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HOUSING.

The number of inhabited houses in the Borough at the end of 1964
was 23,932, with a population of 78,360. This gives a figure of 3.27 persons
per house.

During 1964, 190 houses and 46 flats were built by the Corporation
and 192 houses were built by private enterprise.

1. InspectioN oF Dwerring Houses DuURING THE YEAR:

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)......... 532

(b) No. of inspections made for the purpose............... 3810
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D. Proceedings under Section 18 of the Housing Act, 1957—
(1) No. of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made ............ I

(2) No. of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit............ —

4. Howusing Act, 1957, PArT IV, OVERCROWDING :—

It is not possible to give accurate figures of the present overcrowding
position without a survey being carried out.

CLEARANCE OF SUB-STANDARD HOUSES.
It has not been possible to prepare the clearance programme for 1973-78

during the vear because of staffing difficulties, but it has been possible to
continue representations and the published programme is well up to schedule.

Although only 184 families were displaced from clearance areas, this is
not too unsatisfactory bearing in mind that in addition 10 families have been
rehoused from the new shopping centre area which is really part of a later
clearance programme.

All the remaining prefabricated council houses on the Challoner Road
estate were vacated during the year in addition to the normal clearance

programine.

The position at the 31st December, 1964 was :
Number of houses to be dealt with between 1956 and 1970. 4,083
Number of houses added to programme and to be dealt with

between 1900 and 1978 . oo it v s e vt weainie 529
Total number to be dealt with between 1956 and 1973 .... 4,612
Number of houses demolished since 1/1/56 .............. 2,251
Number of houses empty and awaiting demolition......... 195
Number of houses remaining to be dealt with............. 2,166

210 unfit houses have been vacated during the year.
Three clearance areas were declared during the year comprising 229
houses. Details of these are as set out below :

CLEARANCE AREA PROGRAMME.
(1) CLEARANCE AREAS REPRESENTED—

Date No. of Clearance Locality No. of
Area Duwellings
13/2/64 113 Southburn Terrace to 113
Cumberland Street.
17/9/64 114 Briar Street to Brook Street 103

19/11/64 115 Middleton Road 13
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LEGAL PROCEEDINGS — PUBLIC HEALTH ACT

The owner of a tenanted house was prosecuted under Section 56 of the
Public Health Act, 1936, for failing to carry out repairs to the vard surface
within the time specified by a statutory notice. A fine of £3 was imposed.

HOUSING INFORMATION

414 enquires on the expected life of houses were answered in the depart-
ment.

HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION

The toral number of 85 houses known to be in multiple occupation has
remained at much the same level as in the previous vear. All of these have
now been fully insnected, and a total of 244 visits were made under the
Housing Act, 1961 during the year.

12 notices were served requiring owners to provide additional facilities or
reduce the number of occupants ; 40 notices were complied and it is now con-
sidered that 42 houses attain a reasonable standard.

Two Notices of Intention to make Direction Orders were served and one
Order made, making a total of 17 Direction Orders in force.

One Notice of Intention to make a Management Order was served, and
one Order made, making a total of two Management Orders in force.

W hilst the number of houses in multiple occupation has been contained,
the situation cannot be regarded as static, as improvement in the town’s
economic position may in turn result in a deterioration of the problem due to
a possible increase in the demand for housing accommodation within the

town,

PROSECUTION
One owner/occupier was prosecuted for the re-letting of a boxroom con-

trary to the terms of a Direction Order. A fine of £5 was imposed by the
magistrates.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES

There have been no common lodging houses in the town since 1956.

RENT ACT, 1957.

One application was made under this Act during the year. 31 certifi-
cates of disrepair remain in force,
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Work on the new offal store, hide store and condemned room was com-
pleted and this part of the premises is much improvad.
1007, meat inspection was maintained without sarious difficulty.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS
No outbreaks of notifiable disease occurred in the County Borough during
the vear nor was the area included in any Infected Area Orders.
84 visits were made in connection with Movement Licences and 9 visits
were made to premises registered under the Diseases of Animals (Waste Food)
Order 1957,

TunERCULOSIS

Ior the ninth successive year all the biological samples of milk have been
reported negative,

Only one cow was found to have tuberculosis on slaughter which gives a
percentage of .02 The figure for pigs was 1.09°, of animals slaughtered.

BRUCELLA ABORTUS

Out of 83 samples taken 3 showed the presence of this organismand in each
case the responsible authority was notified.

Towards the end of the year the dairyman who has hitherto delivered
untreated milk into the town on a large scale ceased to supply milk and so
this problem is much less extensive than previously.

KNACKER'S YARD.

There is only one licensed knacker’s yard in the County Borough, and
it is maintained in very good order. In accordance with the Slaughter of
Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations, 1958, the occupier submitted
the following return for 1964 :—

Total No. of horses slaughtered in the licensed knacker's yard.... 2
Total No. of carcases of horses received in the knacker's vard.... 86

CHEMICAL SAMPLING AND TESTING OF MILK

Samples of milk obtained from both producers and retailers have again
been examined in the Public Health Inspectors’ laboratory for fat and non-
fatty solids content. Of the total of 111 samples tested, 96 were found to
comply with the Sale of Milk Regulations presumptive standards. Where
unsatisfactory milks were found, in most cases formal samples, followed
where necessary by “Appeal to cow” samples, were taken and examined by
the Public Analyst—the results appear in the detailed list of samples taken
under the Food & Drugs Act, given later in this report.

The average constitution of samples obtained throughout the vear was as
follows :—

Fat e . 3.509%
Non-fatty solids .. 8.719,
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3. STERILISED MILK

No. of samples Source
submitted for of Result Action taken
Turbidity Test Supply
20 Local Supply 20 satisfactory -
Supply from
13 outside borough l 15 satisfactory -

4, 30 churn rinses taken. 24 were satisfactory and 6 fairly satisfactory.

5. 36 bottle rinses taken. 24 were satisfactory and 12 unsatisfactory.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF ICE-CREAM.

TOTAL SAMFLES GRADE 1 GRADE 2 | GRADE 3 | GRADE 4

127 106 1
1009, 83.47% 9.4

(=]
]

G
o 2369 4.729,

(417

The grading results obtained throughout the year show a continued im-
provement on previous years' results, and it would appear that the majority
of traders are observing proper cleansing and sterilisation techniques.

THE LIQUID EGG (PASTEURISATION) REGULATIONS, 1963

There are no liquid egg pasteurisation plants in the area. Checks have
been made at all bakeries but it is not thought that any of this product is in
use.

FOOD HYGIENE

The number of visits to food premises was slightly higher than the previous
year's figure, and there was also a similar increase in the number of notices
served for infringements of the Food Hygiene Regulations.

During the latter half of the year much inspectorial time was devoted to
emphasising the importance of the proper handling and storage of pre-cooked
meats, both in the smaller corner shops and in the larger establishments,

The practice of examining plans, and where possible the inspection of
new premises prior to occupation, was continued and greatly assisted in en-
suring that new food premises were structurally suitable for the maintenance
of a high standard of hygiene.
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&:Ia at_lalysis of 1,302 visits made to food premises (excluding public
abattoir) is given below :—

Type of premises No. of visits

Dafriesd i B 84

Milk:Ehopinss ., . . ¢ B atets 59

Bakehowhes: o« oSl by ey 54

Fried fishshops............ 37

Ice cream premises ... ... .. =160

Butchers' shops............ 94

Other food shops......... A s

Cafes . ir. e — o 1 |

School meals kitchen ... ... 30

Licensed premises.......... 211

Mobile Shops .............. 191

Type of improvement to food premises No. of instances

Food rooms cleansed or re-decorated.............. 53
Food: rooms: epaived -0 o S el ol i St el 15
Hot water supply provided...................v0. 32
Washing basins provided.........ccovnvivenncans 16
sinkaprovided fobaecisiininnai s beinee s 3
Towels, soap and nailbrush provided .............. 8
Prevention of contamination of food..... Lttt 11
Miscellaneous under Food Hygiene Regulations . . ... 31

PUBLIC HOUSES AND LICENSED CLUBS

Adverse reports were made to the Brewster Sessions in respect of seven
unsatisfactory public houses, and in some cases these also contained obser-
vations on the licensee’s living accommodation. This resulted in a general
improvement, and at two public houses major alterations were carried out to
completely modernise the premises, and in one case the owners decided to
close the business.

Continued improvements were effected in the majority of licensed clubs,
and in the case of two new clubs, efforts at the planning stage assured that the
completed premises came up to the highest standards, both in relation to
general hygiene and to staff and patrons’ amenities,
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Other exhibitions received the support of the council, although the
arrangements were the responsibility of public or private concerns. These
included clean air show houses and improvement grant mobile displays,

WATER SUPPLY

The Hartlepools Water Company continue to supply a water of excellent
quality and of sufficient quantity to satisfy the needs of the area. The dom-
estic consumption of water in the whole of the company’'s area was 3.37
raillion gallons per day and the industrial demand 6.75 million. The dom-
estic consumption is approximately 34 gallons per head per day.

No changes have occurred in the sources of supply during the year but
boreholes are being developed at Sappers Cornerand at Atherston Hall Farm
with a view to their supplying water during 1965.

Bacteriological samples are regularly taken at the boreholes by the com-
pany and the Public Health Laboratory Service have reported the results to
be satisfactory on all but one of the 572 samples taken. 28 independent
samples taken by public health inspectors were all satisfactory.

A typical chemical analysis 1s :—

Chemical Results Parts per Million
Total solids dried at 180°C............... 580
Chlorine as chlorides . ... ... . .veionins 67
s AT YIRS 5 s einm wiw e v i mim s mim None
Albuminoid ammonia. .......c.o0een... Trace
Nitrogen as nitrates ..........ccco0cuuns 0.70
Oxygen absorbed (4 hours at 27°C.)....... 0.2
L OTal NATEIIEES . Far. 5 5 8 5l i ataisd tyaia it 463
Non-carbonate hardness ............00... 207
Carbonate hardness ...........coieaeunn. 256
Lead and COPPer . - & st vinit s bis 3o None
JEOR. o5 e i B L S PR S e None
Appearance and Colour (Hazen degrees < 5) Clear, Exceedingly Pale Yellow
Smyelliand Taste . o i ua ok vl Satisfactory
Microscopical examination of deposit. . .. .. Satisfactory
pH Value......coiveurinrcnninnneainne. 7.4
Raxidnal chloring cocdriiiueniin it el 0.12
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CARAVAN SITES & CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT ACT.

At the end of the year there were in the town the following sites for
CATAVANS :

No. of
FPosttion Type of caravans Remarks
sile permitted
Rear of Seaton Hotel Residential 8 _ Used principally iz connecH
tion with Amusement Park.
Amusement Park, Seaton| Residential 1 Used by caretaker of
Carew Amusement Park.
Lawson Road, Seaton Residential | 100* Used as an ordinary
Carew residential caravan site.
Site does not yet comply
fully with licence conditions.
[mprovements to this site
continue.
: syl : :
Surtees Street Residential 2 Long  established  site,
originally for showmen,
Catcote Farm Residential 1 Used in connection with
agricultural property.
Rear of The Front, Holiday 58 Site leased to Caravan
Seaton Carew Club.

* This site may eventually be occupied by 175 caravans.

PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS CONTROLLED BY BYELAWS OR

REGULATIONS.
Number
Rag and Bone Dealers......... e e 4
Tripa BOMEIEAARL, « 1.0 0 b aremi 355 BEan i e ssism sy bies S0 1
TP 2 571 1 Pt e e P e 1
Slaughter House ............c.o0veiniinnenenrinanciaa: 1

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

The main provisions of this new legislation came into operation on the
Ist August, 1964, and the majority of the 529 visits made during this
first year were in connection with the registration of premises.
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
DoMmEsTIC

The operation of Smoke Control Area No. 1 which came into force in
November, 1963, caused no real difficulties during the vear and it was only
necessary to remind a few people politely of their responsibilities to comply
with the order. The final total cost of conversions ranking for grant was
£2,902 compared with the original estimate of £3,700. The total number of
properties in the area had risen to 696.

At the beginning of the vear the Council ran its own demonstration house
for 3 days to show the residents of the area how to make the best use of
their new appliances.

Smoke Control Area No. 2 was formally approved by the Council on the
4th May for submission to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
for confirmation and a public inquiry was held on 13th October. The result
is awaited. It was most unfortunate that the changing fuel position should
so restrict the progress of smoke control but there are signs that most of the
difficulties are being overcome and the public are ready to accept the changes
albeit with the initial expense much higher.

INDUSTRIAL

With the welcome arrival of new industries into the town care has been
taken to carefully check the proposed boiler plants to ensure full compliance
with the Clean Air Act. [Five notifications of new plant were received, in
addition to seven applications for prior approval. All the applications were
approved. Ten chimney heights were approved under Section 10 of the Act ;
in most cases after discussion with the architect concerned and the need for a
higher stack explained.

Considerable nuisance was caused from time to time by dust from a
slag crushing plant and whilst the difficulties are extremely great, proposals
were made by the company towards the end of the vear which it is hoped will
bring about considerable improvement.

A new pollution problem arose in connection with the start up of the new
steam naphtha reforming process gas making plant which has been built.
Investigations into the cause of the problem were carried out in co-operation
with the Public Analyst and the Alkali Inspector and it is thought that this
had ceased by the end of the year. A deposit gauge was set up as a temporary
measure to examine this pollution.

MEASUREMENT

As was pointed out in last year's annual report, the recession in the iron
and steel industry did seem to be influencing the downward trend in the dust
deposit figures, This yvear, with the improvement in industrial activity,
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.
Report for 12 months ended 31st December, 1964,

TYPE OF PROPERTY

Nox-AGRICULTURAL
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Dwelling | All other
Local Houses | (including | Total of | Agri-
Authority |(incl. Coun-| Business | Cols. (1), | cultural
cil Houses)| Premises) | (2] & (3)
I. No. of properties in Local
Authority’'s District ......... 160 23,965 3,194 27,319 26
II. Total No. of properties 73 i
inspected as a result of
notification ................ 44 366 85 498 14
Mo. of such properties found
to be inieateqr :
Major. ...... 1 il Nil 1 1
Common rat
Minor....... 10 144 68 222 12
Major....... il Nil Nil Nil Nil
Ship rat
Minor....... Wil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Major. ...... Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
House mouse .,
Minor. . ..... 18 157 20 225 1
III. Total No. of properties
inspected in the course of
survey under the Act........ 20 334 69 423 1y
No. of such properties found
to be infested by : .
Major....en. 1 Nil Nil 1 Nil
Common rat
Miner....... -] 150 18 203 10
Major....... Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Ship rat -
Minot, . ..... Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Major....... il il il Nil il
House mouse —
Minor. ...... 14 96 23 133 Nil
IV. Total No. of properties
otherwise inspected (e.g.
when visited primarily for _ 5 s
some other purpose)......... Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
No. of such properties found
to be infested by : , B s
Major. . ... Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Common rat —
Minor....... Nil il Nil Nil Nil
Major. . .v.a. Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
Ship rat —
2 {Minur. e A Wil Nil Wil Wil il
Major. ...... Nil Nil Nil il Nil
House mouse o
{Minm. Coe R Nl | wil Nil Nil
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CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

Cattle
Excluding
Cows

Calves

Sheep
and
Lambs

Figs

Horses

3,643

168

16,739

12 496

Mo, mepecked i Ges

3.643

168

16,789

12,496

ALl Inseases Excerr TUBER-
cuULosls & CysTICERCI:
Whole carcases condemmned . . . .

Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned. .......

Percentage ot the number
ted affected with disease
other than tuberculosis and

11

87

1,008

11

1,287

1,581

34.34

13.09

12.88

TusBErcULOSIS ONLY
carcases condemned. . ..

Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemmned. .......

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with tuber-
culosis.

137

.02

1.09

C¥STICERCOSIS @
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned. .......

Carcases submitted to treat-
ment by refrigeration........

Generalised and totally
condemned........c....

21
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There was a low incidence of infectious disease during 1964 and the
number of cases of scabies seen at the school clinic also declined consider-
ahly.

HANDICAPPED PUPILS

The service to handicapped children, particularly those who are
educationally subnormal and maladjusted, was substantially improved
by the Educational Psychologist, Mr. FF. E. ]. Ridley, taking up his
appointment in the Summer of 1964, Indeed, with the decline in numbers
of other types of handicapped children, increasing emphasis has been
given to the educationally subnormal and the maladjusted child. Al-
though the services for investigation and treatment have improved
during ths vear, one of the more serious problems facing the school
health service is the placement of maladjusted children in special schools.
This i3 a problem which is extrememly difficult in North Eastern England
and indeed, many of these children have to be placed in schools at remote
distances from their homes, often in the extreme south west. These
facts are well known both locally and in the Department of Education
and Science, but it should be emphasised that every effort should be made
by all concerned to see that a higher proportion of children receiving
special educational treatment do so, as far as possible, in schools within

the region.

STAFF
Mrs. K. M. Atkinson took up her appointment as Principal School

Dental officer in January, 1964, and has tackled her problems with great
energy and enthusiasm. We both look forward in the near future to the
completion of the new school clinic with improved facilities not only for
the medical and dental examinations, but also the increased opportunities
which will be provided for health, including dental health education.

The appointment of Dr. A. Wilkinson as Assistant Medical Officer
of Health and School Medical Officer brought the establishment of the
Department up to full strength and allowed us, for the first time. to tackle
medical inspections in the nursery schools.

The increased number of health visitors should provide a better
service to individual schools and closer links between teacher and the

School Health Department.
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III. GENERAL STATISTICS.

The school population in January, 1965 was 14,241, an increase of
269 above the figure for January, 1964. The number of pupils on the
register is shown in the following table :—

Population of County Borough .. .. 78360,
Primary Schools or Departments Children on
January, 1965 Schools Register
County e 2 = £ 24 6,742
Voluntary .. ¥, i " 7 2083
Total o o 4% i 31 8,825

Secondary Schools or Departments
January, 1965—

County e s ¥ ¢ o 11 4 631
Voluntary .. s e S 2 544
Total 2 i . Srahes L 5,175
Nursery Schools—January, 1965 7 2 86

Day Special Schools—January, 1965 —
County .. 5 i s 2 155

IV. ROUTINE INSPECTIONS.

(a) Medical.

During 1964, 4,317 periodic medical inspections were carried out
on children attending the schools within the area of the Education
Authority. These inspections were carried out on children at entry
into the Infants School, in the last year at the Junior School, in the last
vear at the Senior School, and when records of previous medical exam-
inations with other Education Authorities are not available.

At the Grammar School for Boys and the High School for Girls
special arrangements were made whereby all the pupils were medically
examined in their sixteenth vear.

The number of periodic medical inspections carried out were as
follows :—

No. of Periodic Medical Inspection Sessions .. s 255
No. of children examined at Periodic Medical Inspections 4,317
No. of children examined at Special Inspections - 168

No. of children examined at Re-inspections .. s 12
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Children are recommended for treatment by the School Medical
Officers in the anin on account of catarrhal conditions, bronchitis,
sub-normal nutrition or general debility.

No. of children treated at School Clinic during 1963 .. 4

No. of children treated at Thornhill Dpen Air School
during 1964 o : b
Total .. 6

Diphtheria Immunisation

Protection against diphtheria is freely available to all children at
the local aut]lﬂrit}’ clinics and from family doctors. As at the 3lst
December, 1964 66°%, of all children under 5 vears of age had received
immunisation ag:unst diphtheria.

Diphtheria Immunisations

PRIMARY REINFORCING
Year of
Injection Age Groups of Children at time of Injection
Under Under
1 ltod |5to 14| Total 1 ltod |5to 14| Total

1960 610 2683 333 1,206 -— 106 728 534
1961 239 885 74 1,208 — 46 489 535
1962 175 356 233 764 — 46 a6 142
1963 414 (1,468 810 2,692 - &1 443 S04
1964 399 725 302 1,426 3 406 537 Q46

Poliomyelitis Immunisation

The high rate of immunisation achieved during 1962/63 has been
maintained during the vear under review.

A more detailed survey of the work is given in the tables which
follow :
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IX. VISUAL DEFECTS.

_ Vision is tested by the School Nurses at least four times during the
pupils’ career, i.e. before each routine medical inspection and also at the
eight-year level but more frequent screening may be carried out when
indicated by School Medical Officers.

_ Colour vision is tested in Junior schools some time before the
routine medical inspection.

School children suffering from visual defects .(—

Total No. of attendances .. i sl 48s
No. of new cases seen 0 o 05 525
No. of prescriptions issued .. 3 ki 763
No. referred for operative treatment - 45

¢ The percentage of pupils found to require treatment for defective
vision, (excluding squint) at periodic medical inspections during the
past five years was as follows :—

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964
Entrants .. 2.969%, 3.2600 2.249, 1.79% 2.15%
Others .o 3.92% 7.48%, 2.95%, 3.04% 4.21%
Leavers .. 6.75%, 4.47%, 7.599, 1.76% 1.57%
Squint.
Percentage with
Requiring Requiring Squint of those seen
Year treatment | Observation | Total at Periodic Medical
for Squint only Inspections
1960 23 7 30 .61
1961 11 7 18 .37
1962 18 34 52 .43
1963 16 15 31 .43
1964 34 19 53 1.22

Orthoptic Treatment.

During 1964, orthoptic treatment has been available at Stranton
House on four sessions per week and 187 new cases have been seen and
a total of 1,162 attendances made.

Since 1st October, 1959, the Ophthalmic Surgeon and the Orthop-
tist have held joint clinics at Stranton House on at least two sessions
per week.
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land Education Authority and in the latter case a percapita fee is paid by
the Education Committee. The Sunderland Clinic has an obvious bias to
education problems whilst the Middlesbrough Clinic is part of a compre-
hensive family psvchiatry service,

New Cases

Year Middlesbrough sunderland

1963 20 21
1964 12 12

Including old cases 19 children made a total of 93 attendances
at Sunderland Child Guidance Clinic as compared with 26 making 91
attendances in 1963. In all these instances the closest co-operation is
maintained between the School Medical Officers, General Practioners
and other Social Workers.

XIlI. REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL SCHOOL
DENTAL OFFICER.

May 1 first of all take this opportunity to thank all who have made
my first year in West Hartlepool a pleasant one ; the staff of the Health
and Education departments for their help in matters of policy and admin-
istration, the school stafis for their difficult part in seeing to the keeping
of appointments and following up of broken ones, and the clinic staff for
their help in clerical and chairside work.

The bitter struggle between natural fluorides and fermentable
carbohydrates continues unabated. So to the efforts of the clinic staff
to combat dental decay, the natural outcome of the supremacy of sticky
chocolate biscuits, iced lollies, etc. There seems to be a widespread
acceptance of dental disease as one of the unavoidable facts of life. Much
effort is expended each vear in an attempt to discover the causative factors
and a cure or preventive for decay. Fluoridated water has been found to
be the most efficient single agent for strengthening teeth against decay.
The children of West Hartlepool have the advantage of naturally fluor-
idated water and the incidence of dental disease here is less than in other
parts of the country where fluorides are not present, but this is no cause
for complacency. The beneficial effects of fluorides are rapidly under-
mined by the indiscriminate indulgence of a sweet tooth. A little more
attention to oral hygiene, correct diet and early regular dental treatment
would set our children's teeth firmly on the road to dental health.

The new Health Centre for which the town has waited so long is
well past the planning stage. Meanwhile the old clinic has received a
further face lift from the purchase of an X-ray unit and a General Anaes-
thetic machine which help us to give more comprehensive service to our
patients.
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(b) Partially Sighted Pupils.
No. of partially Htghf{‘d pupll-. ascertained during
the year .. ; - _

No. of partially m"‘nui pu]}|]- 'u!mul{ d to ‘:\pcc:ld.i
Schools durmg the year.. = —-_—

Total No. of partially sighted pupils in ‘wpemal

Schools  for pna.t'tm.ll],r ﬂghted children as at
31.1264 .. : - e - ==

(c) Deaf Pupils.

No. of deaf pupils ascertained during the year e 4

No. of deaf pupils admitted to SP-m:la.l Schools {Iurmg
the year

Total No. of pupils in Spt:n:la.l S-chﬂuls for the Dﬂaf
as at 31.12.64 s . 11

b=

(d) Partially Hearing Pupils.
No. of partially deaf pupi]s a.scerta.ined during the

year i 1
No. of partially dea.t' puplls admltmd tu Spec:al

Schools during the year .. 1
Total No. of pupils in Special Schmls for partlall}r

deaf children as at 31.12.64 pa 9

(e) Educationally Sub-Normal Pupils.

During the year 78 children were referred to the School Medical
Officer for examination of whom 45 were new cases and 33 were re-
examinations.

No. of Educationally Sub-normal Cluldren recom-

mended for Special Schools during the year .. 27
No. of Educationally Sub-normal Children admitted

to Special Schools o i : 28
No. of children on register at Claremnnt Speu::la] Da.'_s,r

School at 31.12.64 5 72

Total No. of children in RESldEI‘ltLa] Spemal Schn-ols
for Educationally Sub-normal Children as at
31,1264 . = P = T dii 10

(f) Epileptic Pupils.

No. of epileptic pupils ascertained during the year. . —
No. of epileptic pupils admitted to 5pe~cial Schools
during the year .. —

Total No. of epileptic pupﬂs in 591:1:1&] Schuols fm'
epileptic pupils ! 5
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Analysis of Intelligence Quotient (on Admission)

] B9800 | 7975 | 7470 | 6965 | 64-60 | 55-55 | 5450 | Totals
Boys | 4 9 | 13 1 13 = NS
Girls — 3 7 G 3 1 — 21)

XVII. NURSERY SCHOOLS.

The two Nursery Schools, Grantully and Ward Jackson provide
83 places for children aged 3-5 years.

XVIII. INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

A. No. of children aged 5-13 suffering from notifiable infectious diseases.

196+
Measles ' R % i 27
=carlet Fever g s - 1)
Whooping Cough . 3
Scarletina. . o i = 1

B. No. of children suffering {rom non-notifialle diseases reported to
School Clinic during year :—

1964
Chicken Pox o S 8 33
Mumps =4t e i or 2
German Measles .. 4 i 3
Impetigo, etc. 55 1

Others (Influenza, ‘jaundi.t:.c. etc.)

XIX. MORTALITY IN CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE.
There were seven deaths in children of school age during the year.

Sex Age Cause of Death

Male 5 Accident—motor vehicle—Laceration of Brain and
Fracture of Skull.

Male 6 Bronchitis.

Female 9 Intra Cranial Hemorrhage. Convulsions.
Leukaemia.

Male 10 Accident—Asphyxia due to drowning.

Male 12 Accident—Asphyxia due to drowning.

Female 14 Sub-acute inclusion body encephalitis.

Male 14 Broncopneumonia, Muscular Dystrophy.

XX. EMPLOYMENT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

Refore. or within 14 days from the date when a child begins
employment, he must be medically examined to ensure that the employ-
ment will not be prejudicial to his health or physical development, and
that it will not render him unfit to obtain proper benefit from his edu-
cation. During 1964, 68 children were so examined and all were found
fit to carry out the duties of their particular employment.
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TABLE 1I. PUPILS FOUND TO REQUIRE TREATMENT
AT PERIODIC MEDICAL INSPECTIONS

(excluding Dental Diseases and Infestation with Vermin).

For any of
For defective; the other Total
Age Groups inspected vision conditions | individual
( By year of birth) (excluding | recorded in | pupils
_ squint) Table IV
(1) (2) 3) (4)
1960 and later == — -
1959 4G 130 175
1958 47 116 170
1957 3 11 15
19506 - 4 3
1955 | 3 3
1951 74 57 123
1953 74 | 1] 151
19352 32 13 (37
1951 ce- 3 3
1950 12 16 29
1949 and earlier 534 31 86
Tntal T 343 505 855

TABLE I1I. OTHER INSPECTIONS.
NOTES :—
A special inspection is one that is carried out at the special request
of a parent, doctor, nurse, teacher or other person.
A re-inspection is an inspection arising out of one of the periodic
medical inspections or out of a special inspection.

No. of Special Inspections .. 168
No. of Reinspections ik 12
Total .. 180

TABLE IV. INFESTATION WITH VERMIN.
NOTES :— )
All cases of infestation however slight, should be included in Table
C. The numbers recorded at (b), (¢) and (d) should relate to individual
pupils, and not to instances of infestation.
(@) Total number of individual examinations of
pupils in schools by school nurses or other author-

ised persons .. " 29,372
(b) Total number of individual upils found to be
infested A 1,289

(¢) Number of individual pupll-a in respect of whom
cleansing notices were issued (Section 54 (2)
Education Act, 1944) : 139
(d) Number of individual pupn.l:, in rer-'.pect of whom
cleansing orders were issued (Section 54 (3)
Education Act, 1944) e a i o 231
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TABLE IX. ORTHOPAEDIC AND POSTURAL DEFECTS,

| No. of cases known

to have been treated
(a) Pupils treated at clinics or out-patients
departments .. . 23
(b) Pupils treated at school for puﬂunl
defects. . il s = e 16
Total .. 39

TABLE X. DISEASES OF THE SKIN (excluding uncleanliness,
for which see Table IV.).

No. of cases known to
have been treated

Ringworm— (i) Scalp 2

(11) Eﬂﬁ:,-' o i S
Scabies .. . R - » 63
Impetigo e F on 21
Bther Skin Diseases .. ) e 50

Total .. 136

TABLE XI. CHILD GUIDANCE TREATMENT.

No. of cases known to
have been fl’E"ltL'{i.

Pupils treated at Child Guidance Clinics 19
TABLE XII. SPEECH THERAPY.

No. of pupils treated by Speech Therapist 333
TABLE XIII. OTHER TREATMENT GIVEXN.

No. of cases known
to have been dealt with

(a) Pupils with minor ailments e : 2,750
(b) Pupils who received convalescent trcat-
ment under School Health Service

arrangements . s s oid —
(c) Pupils who received B.C.G. vaccination 806
(d) Other than (a), (b) and (c) above.
Please specify :
Miscellaneous Hospital Treatment o 97
Diphtheria . . ) i v " 2,380
Poliomyelitis x e = - 2,625

Total (a) — (d) .. 8,558






















