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HEH
report 1s abbreviated as previous war-time reports have been for

reasons with which you will be familiar now.

Vital Statistics.
Live Births
Males Females Totals
402 349
Legitimate 352 309 Zgi
Illegitimate 50 40 90
Still Births
15 El 24
Legitimate 13 7 20
Illegitimate 2 2 4
Live BEirth Rate )
per 1,000 of ) 14,3
population )
Crude death rate )
per 1,000 of ) 20, 4
population )
Infantile Mortality Rate )
i.e. death rete of infants ) 32.0
under one year per 1,000 )
live births )
Mzterngel Deasthgi-
From sepsiSiscssrsvsssenss Nil
Frﬂm ﬂther CHUSEE seessran 3

Maternal Mortality per 1,000 total birthSesvess 3.9
Most of these figures are discussed later in the report, points
of interest to note now are:-

1. The increase in the nurber of boys born compared with the number
of girls; the figures for 1938 were as follows:-

Live births - Males 316, females 335

2, The large number of illegitimate births.

3. The crude death rate. No comparability factor is available for
the year, therefore it should be noted that of the total number
of deaths 59.41% cccurred in people cver 70 years of age and
30.22% in people over 80 years of age.

4., There were no maternal deaths from puerperal sepsis.

Infectious Disefses.
Appended is a list of the infectious diseases notified during

the year:-
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The incidence of Measles and Vhooping Cough remained rather
high in spite of the large number of cases that cccurred in the
previous two years. Some of the cases of Whooping Cough were :
severe, but there were no deaths from either causs.

Towards the end of the year T had requests from several parents
that their children might be immunised against Whooping Cough, and your
Health Committee agreed that where requests were received the work
might be carried out. Un to the end of the year 10 children had
completed the course, one school child and nine of pre-school age.

In the last quarter of the year the incidence of Scarlet Fever
began to rise and an increased incidence was meintained until the
Spring of 1944,

_ Divhtheria Immunisation.

It will Ee noted from the foregoing 1ié£ thet seven cases of
Diphtheria were notified during the year. These cases broke &
period of two years complete freedom from the disease.

Not one of the cases had been irmmunised, and four out of the
seven were adults aged 48, 47, 24 and 21 years respectively. One
of the three children died. All the patients, except one, suffered
from severe clinicel attacks.

Our diphtheria imminisation campaign has been an unqualified
success, but it is incidente like the one just mentioned that may do
80 mach to nmullify the good work. A group of careless people, or
eome who refuse immunisation for other reasons, comtract the disease,
these people become inmediZtely a source of danger to all the othsr
members of the community with whom they come in contact, for even the
imrunised can be overcome by high concentrations of the germs
delivered &t close quarters, such as would be the case with people

in the incubation pericd =nd the early stages of the disease.
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Scabies.

I am pleased to be able to repﬁft a marked impruﬁement in the
incidence of this disease the ﬁimansiuns of which, ﬁuring 1942,
caused me considerable concern.

During the year under review 130 cases were found and dealt with
compared with 286 during the previous twelve months. Our cleaneing
station at the Baths was used extensively and appeared to be
sppreciated.

Meinfection end Disinfestation

Our sterilizing plant was heavily taxed during the year; no
less than 10,010 articles, exclusive of material from Swandean
Hospital, were put through the machine.

A total of 131 rooms were disinfested for verminous. conditions
and 182 rooms disinfected in comnection with infectious diseases.

Food Inspection.

Considering this is the end of the fourth year of war we have

been remarkably free from any of the troubles which are likely to

arice from the ingestion of unsuitable or unsound feod.

Not & single suspicious case was notified during the whole of
1943.

o Dgtails of the work done in commection witﬁ the inspection of
Ifcod ié given lster in the report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.
Infant Life Protection.

At the end of the ;ﬂﬂr, 33 Foster Hothers had charge of 53

children. _
£11 foster homes are kept under constant supervision. On the

whole, conditions are guite good and the children’s health well

meintained,
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% Maternity and Child Welfare

'In.connaction with this very important section of the work I can
say without exaggeration that the health of our mothers and young
babies is highly satisfactory; indeed it compares guite well with our
bra-w&r standards and in this Borough pre-war standards teken as & whole
wers gooad.

Cur infantile mortality figure is better than that of last vear
eand compares favourably in 1943 with the figure for the country as a
whole, and with West Sussex County as a whole; the actual figures are
appended: -

Infantile Mortality Figures for 1943

(Death Rate under one year per 1,000
live births). y

S S S e —

Englﬂnd &: I!|:|-'E3'--I-EE T A AR R R 45
West Susaex County ..... sesun 32
wlﬂI'thinE Bﬂ‘mu;h L I B R R 3

The total number of infant deaths was 24.

Of this total 12 died less than one week after birth, among whom
were five who did not survive 24 hours.

Ag far as one cen see humanly there will always be an irreducible
minimum of infant deaths caused by congenital defects, acute infections
and accidents, but this irreducible minimum should be much less than
the figure of the infantile mortality es it stends today.

The deaths which concern me most are those due to premeturity, for
quite frequently meternal factors figure in these deaths. This being
80 the gquestion arises immediately whether better ante-natal care could

have averted the untimely end.
Qf our 24 infant deaths, nine were due to prematurity, but of the

nine mothers who bore these children only cne attended our ante-natal
clinica.

I¢ is very difficult to follow up cases who do not attend, for so
often enquiries are regerded as interference and are resented. It
does glve satisfaction, however, to note that our ante-natal services
seem to be serving a véry useful purpose to this end.

In the case of maternal deaths the picture is not so rosy.

sIhree mothers died from causes directly due to childbirth. XNone,
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