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Towx Hary,
WORKINGTON,
27th July, 1951,

To His Wonrstir tne Mavor,
Tie ArpERMEN AxD COUNCILLORS 0F THE
Borovem or WoORKINGTON.

Mr. Mavor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ beg to submit my first Annual Report, as your
Medieal {H ficer, for 1950.

The post of Medical Officer of Health and Port Medi-
cal Officer was held by Dr. R. W, Macpherson until his
refirement on 30th June, 1950. The post is now held by
me as a joint or mixed appointment—for five-elevenths by
time 1n respect of the Borough and six-elevenths in res-
pect of my employment as Divisional Medieal Officer,
West Cumberland, by the Local Authority, the Cumber-
land County Counecil.

The form of the report and the presentation of the
statistics for the vear retain the main features of recent
Annual Reports. :

The statistics for the year 1950 (which are found in
the following text and tables) show some improvements
on 1949 and no marked deteriorations, but it should
always be borne in mind that vital statisties for a com-
;mmin(~|3 small community  such as is Workington, do
show ’hlgg‘f‘r variations year h1, vear than those of larger
eroupings of people. Even so, it is pleasing to note that
the Infantile Mortality Rate has dropped from 47.7 m
1949 to 37.1 1n 1950 : this compares with a rate of 29.8
for the whole of England and Wales and with a rate of 35
for the administrative County of Cumberland.

The Birth Rate dropped by 0.5 from 18.1 in 1949 to
17.6, while the general Death Rate showed a decrease of
0.3 from 13.0 to 12.7

There were no fi&ﬂt}m from Puerpera] Causes.

Of the 369 people who died in 1950 in Workington
106 or 56 per cent. attained the age of 65 or over and of the
106 a half attained the age of 75 or over.

(Cancer accounted for 45 or 12 per cent. of the total
deaths: diseases of the heart and circulatory system were
responsible for 176 (or 47 per cent.).
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There was no heavy incidence of notifiable disease.
There were, however, five cases of Anterior Poliomyeli-
tis (Infantile Paralysis). No deaths oceurred from the
disease,

[Housing still remains the chief problem in the town
hoth for residents unfortunately placed and for the Cor-
poration. Only sixty houses were completed during the
vear—41 by the Corporation and 19 by private builders.
This makes little practical progress towards the solution
of the re-housing of families in some 2,000 sub-standard
dwellings and of a large number of voung couples living
in rooms. It iz to be hoped that ilw Itnmu of the Moor-
close Sewer will be accomplished in the minimum time
and so remove what would appear to be the main delaying
Factor in the building of a number of Lhouses in proporiion
to the size of the town and its immediate needs.

During the vear the Council made the decision to
transfer the functions of Refuse Collection and Disposal
from the Surveying and Engineering Department to the
Public Health Department. The Council further decided,
after an inspection of the methods used by the Corpora-
tion of Bradford, te adopt the system of Controlled Tip-
ping.

wish to record here my appreciation and thanks to
the cordial reception 1 received from members of the
Council and Officials on assuming the post of Medieal
(Mficer and 1 have to thank especially the memhbers of the
Public Health Staft, who have helped me so mueh in
taking over my new responsibilities.

I am,
Mr. Maver, Ladies and Gentlemen
Your obedient servant,
J. L. HUNTER,
Medical Officer of Health.



SECTION A.
STATISTICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE ARFA.

l.—Greneral.

Area of Borowgh in aeres ...cooooiiiiiiiiiiniis. H.641
Population (Registrar-tieneral’s Estimate of
Residents—mid-year 1950) ................ 29,050
Number of Inhabited Houses according to
Rate Books at end of 1960 .................. 8.124
R T e s s o e £145,000
wum represented by a Penny Rate ............ £590)

The main industries of the town are the heavy ones of
Iron and Steel and Coal Mining but the lighter industries
are also represented in cloth, wool and rayon making, light
engineering, making of electrical equipment, tanning and
brewing. The port is mainly concerned with the mmport

g G e ) 9 ilk-orodiicine tarms in the
of 1ron ore. tere are 21 milk-producing farms i the
Borough.

O —Vital Statestics.,
Population ........ A e 20 050
This shows an inerease of 150 on the fieure for 1949,
Births,
Males.  Females.  Tolal,
[ave Births;: —

Legitimate ......... 232 262 404
IMegitimate - .<..... 10 5 18
Total ... 242 970 512

Birth Rate per 1,000 of Population .......... 17.6

Stidl Births.
Males. Females. Total.

Legitumate ol § g 11
Ilatatamrate i i - - —
Total 6 5 11

Hatemer 1000 Tota) Bivtha ..........coi0000000: 21



Deaths.
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pared to 1949, and one less illegitimate.

Males. Females. Total.

Deaths (all ages) ......... 206 163 S69
(‘rude Death Rate per 1,000 Population ...... 12.7
Adjusted Death Rate per 1,000 Population . 13.2
Deaths from Puerperal Causes ................... Nil

Death Rate of Infants under 1 vear of age:

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births .......... ST
Legitimate Infants per 1,000
Legitimate Live Birtha ..o d b ne. 38
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000
Illegitimate Live Births ............... Nil
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ............... oa 45
Moaslog (all ager) i i 5 i i i Nil
Whooping Cough (all ages) .................. Nil
Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) .......... Nil

Notes and Comparisons on Vital Statistics.

Births.
Live Birth Rate : —

O . s e 17.6
England and Wales ......coovveivinneiennnnnnn 15.8
126 Greati Towtgh it covin e s o RS
148 BmALIOT ToWIE: i o st s o 16G.7
(Population 25,000—50,000)

London Administrative County ............ 17.8
County of Cumberland ..o i 17.6

There was a decrease of 13 births (legitimate) as com-

was (1.5 lower than last year.

Death Rate:—

The Barth Rate

WoiileEnptnn  LURME . o e Ten athnins s sl 127
England and Wales i st 11.6
126 Great Towna . comrim o iim ot s £ 12.3
148 Bandil Yer ToWNE. v bnn s s hrns N i (B
London Administrative County ............... 11.8

Connty of Cumberland .......-..ccoiiiiiii i 12.6
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The number of deaths in Workington was seven less
than in 1949, and the Death Rate was 0.3 less, but higher
than the Rate for England and Wales by 1.1.

The chiet causes of Deaths were Diseases of the Heart
and Circulation 178, Cancer 45, Bronchiais and Pneumo-
nia 24 and Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

The two tables which follow show the age at death of
all cases, and the cause of death during the year:—

. I | il
= : R
= | FAT el o Pl
Age B | nlel|lw ivlvlnlv]n =]
Groups | @ c|l—=|R|ci|m +|n|ole| sl F
"E ] r-'l*n ‘E]' '-T|-- é i I I (| LR |
= J1 eSeis WP P T 8 B (G iy il B Eiﬁ \n E]GI =
e R BT Y TR T e e T T _
Males 14 | 1 | 2 1 | 6 |10 23 |30 | 61| 58] 206
! I l
Females | 3 | : 1 1 S et IR B = [ 6 (29 | 41 66 163
I ——!—— —— —--l I——--—!——- — —_— -
. i | ) k]
Towl 191 s [1]1]z2]z)7 ‘19 29 159 [mz 124 369
[ | |
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REGisTRAR-GENERAL’S TABLE oF DEATHS I8 WORKINGTON

Borouven ror tHe Yrar 1950.

Cause of Death. Males. Females. Total.
Tuberculosis, respiratory .........c...c......... 7 3 12
Tuberculosis, other forms ............ccooveenns — — o
Syphilitic: diseash ....oo.ovoiien o s suamins —- —_ —
Ephtheria o e R yovan — — —_
WHOoODINE COURI - . i i e whaa et — —_ —
Meningococal infectinns ......................... — — -_—
Acute Poliomyelitis .. — —_ —_
Measles = ceaeen — —_ —
Other infective and parasmc diseases ....... — — —_
Malignant neoplasms, stomach ................ 8 6 14

do. lung, bronchus 4 s 4

do. breast e 3 3

do. uterus ....... — 4 4

Other malignant and lymphatic neoqplasms 13 7 20
Lidkashls - . St i i st hae kel 1 — 1
Diabetes ........... e R | 1 .
Vascular diseases of nervous systﬂm ......... 31 24 55
Coronary disease, angina ................ S 223 12 35
Hypertension with heart diseases ............. 3 8 11
Other heart disease ..o...ooocvveiiiinerinnnreeess 39 31 70
Other circulatory disease ........................ 5 2 7
Qi 1o 1 ST L SRl S S e i Vi 2 — >
Pneumonia ..... 4 6 10
Homicide and uperatlcrn of war . S | = |
Rronchabiee s e s s R 9 5 14
Other diseases of respiratory system ........ 1 1 2
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ............ 2 - 2,
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea .............. 4 1 5
Nephritis and nephrosis ........cc...cocvevvee. 4 1 5
Hyperplasia of prostate .............. 4 - 4
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion .... — — —
Congenital malformations . S p ] 3 4
Other defined and ill- defme,ci dlSE-aSE"F s 35 (3
Motor vehicle accidents ...........occviecievinnn 2 e 2
All other acCidents .......civciveorssormmrirmmissces. 3 7 12
Suicide 1 1 2
All Causes 206 163 369

Maternal Mortality.

There was no death during the year ascribed to mat-
ernal or puerperal causes. There was only one notifica-
tion of Puerperal Pyrexia,
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Infantile Deaths.

Death Rate—Workington ........................... 37.1
England and Wales .................. 29.8
126 Gyert Towng ....oh v i OO0
148 Smaller Towns ...cooovieivvrain 29 .4
B irn e okl A el LA LA S 26.3
County of Cumberland .............. 35.0

The number of deaths of children under one vear of
age in Workington in 1950 was 19 as compared to 25 in
1949. The Death Rate of 37.1 shows a decrease of 10.6 on
the year 1949. Eleven of the deaths took place in the first
month of life: of these, nine died because of premature
birth or congenital defects. Bronchitis or Pneumonia and
Gastritis accounted each for three deaths.

The table following shows Infantile Deaths by age

and cause of death : —

IxranTIiLE DEATHS SHOWN BY AGES AND
(Cavses oF Peatrna, 1950,

Age in Weeks Age in Months
| ——— — 4]
£ | &<
Causes of Death _E i E*g-‘ elbrecd el dier EE
=Eagl! | | = | i il | F o
= - | | = 5 Com T [ T R T Y = T I~
Premature Birth 6 6 6
Ceongenital _
Malformation Dability, 2 ; 2 1| 3
Bronehitis and | l
Pnuemonia 1 1 2 3
Gastro-enteritis . 1 1 1 : 1 3
Other Causes : 1 i. 1 1 | 1 | 1 4
| . |'_— T T
| 9 I' 2111 ' 2 4 1 119
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SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH
SIKRVICES IN THE AREA.
(a)
The Public Health Committee and Staff are listed at
the beginning of this report.

(h) SERVICES PROVIDED IN THE AREA.
Laboratory Service.

All specimens are dealt with by the Cumberland Lab-
oratory including the examination of water and food
samples. The Laboratory is under the direction of Dr. J.
Steven Faulds.

The Ambulance, Nursing and Home Help and
Sehool and Child Welfare Services.

These are the responsibility of the Cumberland County
(Couneil. The School Clinies are held daily at 9 a.m. with
a Mediea] Officer in attendance on Tuesdays during the
School sessions; the Child Welfare Clinies are held on
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons with a Doctor in
attendance on Wednesdays during whieh sessions Diph-
theria Immunisation is carried out. These clinical ses-
zsions are held in the Park Lane Clinme,

The Clinical Tuberculosis Serviee is now the respon-
sibility of the Regional Hospitals Board.

SECTION C.
SANITARY CTRCUMSTANCES IN THE AREA.

The report of the Sanitary Inspector, Mr. R. James,
18 given as an appendix at the end of this report.

| .—Housing.
During 1950, forty-one houses were completed by the
Local Authority. At the end of the year there were 134

in course of construction.
Nineteen houses were built by private enterprise.
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2.—Water Supply.

The domestic demand for water does not vary greatly
throughout the yvear as there is no seasonal influx of non-
residents.  The high daily consumption rate of approxi-
mately 46 gallons per head of population reflects the ease
with which water is obtained from the main source af
Crummock Lake and probably indicates that there is waste
by distribution or by eonsumer, or by hoth.  The Borough
Survevor has supplied the following information of the
work in progress during the vear: —

“During the year progress was maintained on the
Winscales Reservoir (capacity 2 million gallons)
Scheme.  In addition there were approximately 80
vards of 3in, Main laid in the Town, together with 20
vards of 4in, Main linking Laverock Hall Estate,
with the Westfield Estate Extension, and a start was
made on the laying of Mains at Northside, approxi-
mately 100 yards being laid during the year.”
Samples taken throughout the year of the Main Crum-

mock Supply and of the subsidiary Owsen Fell Supply
(Harrington and Distington Joint Water Board) were
uniformly satisfactory except for one sample taken from
the tap of the Owsen Fell Water. This would presumably
have resulted from a temporary breakdown in the C‘hlori-
nation.

The result of a full bacterinlogiea
examination of water from the C'rummock Supply was as

and chemieal

follows : —
“Probable number of coli-aerogenes

orgitiama AL . e b e Nil
Appearance in a 2ft. tube.

Clear and colourless. p.H.—6.8.

. Pts. per 100,000

Free and saline ammonia ...............cooooveeennns 0.001
Abaninols AInEOTERRA: e o e s s G 0.006
Oxygen absorbed in 15 mins,

ghiliidegraesl)l. . et i bobon fonianddue 0.008
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Dxyeen absorbed in 4 hours at

2l degreesdl wiiimash Sanim it et 0.014
Total olichs vosisinmmets nm e e Laaati; 3.2
iardness-~tobald | .l oemnindy e iat: Bamviva i 10 o 1.4

—PerDReRY i G e R .5

e LOTAPOTATT it anieta s, s asiarios ey 5 e et 0.6
Chlorine present as chlorides .......... vl eovs 0,95

Heavy Metals—Copper, Iron, Lead ............. 0.0
—Zme ......... e A e R .04
APProX.

Opinion : —
Chemically and bacteriologically a highly satis-
factory water.”’

Although the above sample is typical and shows a
pure and wholesome water much reliance has to be placed
on chlorination to eliminate potential danger from con-
tamination by organisms. A new De-Inerustation and
(*hlorination Plant is at present in hand; it is hoped that
this will be completed and in working order with the least
delay,

3.—Drainage and Sewerage,
Again 1 am indebted to the Borough Surveyvor for
the following information : —
“The only sewers laid during the vear were on
Northside and Westfield Housing Estates. The mains
laid on Northside are as follows: — '

iy B R e 394 vards.
L 1T B DT O NI L. L0 676 vards.
[T s Ve o Vo f ¢ 171 vards.

On the Westfield Estate Extension 464 vards of
9in. main have been laid.”’

4. —Refuse Collection and Disposal.

Reference has already been made to the decision to
pass over to the Health Department the funections of
Refuse Collection and Disposal. The collection side will
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require a great deal of study as regards routes, provision
of standard bins and times of collection. As a general
principle there seems to be no reason why a collection once
per week should not be adequate to cover, both mechani-
cally and hygienically, the major portions of the town.

The disposal side of this function will also be difficult
in that the centra] area for disposal at the Cloffocks has
reached the leve]l almost of the highway; in the absence
of an alternative site it will be necessary to raise the final
level of this tip some six feet at the main gateway corner.
The tip at Harrington does not present any problem af
present except the provision of a fence and notices to pre-
vent interference by members of the general public of the
working face.

At the date of writing this report a start has been
made towards Controlled Tipping and already this has ve-
sulted in greatly reduced nuisance by smell and by rats
on the tips. The public could also help a great deal in
this essential matter of disposing of the publie’s refuse by
providing standard covered bins, by putting out clean
paper separately for salvage, by washing out tins and
bottles before putting them in the bins and by burning
when possible seraps of unconsumeable food and dirty
paper.

SECTION D.

1. IxspPECTION OF DWELLING-HOUSES DURING THE Y EAR:

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or
55TV i s B et S A b S e O 416

(h) Number of inspections made for this purpose 1564

(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Rooplahona AD2S 20 2o Nil

(b) Number of inspections made for this purpose Nil



(3)

(4)

2.

2
(a)

(b)

(c)

16

Number of dwelling-houses tound to be in a

state so dangerous or injurious te health as to
be unfit for human habitation

Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
head) found not to be in all respects fit for
haviian: habitition e s o Sias e 412

REMEDY oF DEFECTS DURING THE Y EAR WITHOUT
SERVICE oF Formar NoTIcEs :
Number of defective dwelling-houses ren-

dered fit in consequence of informal action
by the Liocal Authority or other officers .... 381

AcTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR :

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of
Housing Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring repairs . 27
(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were ren-
dered fit after service of formal notices :
tad By smnepe D0 00 S0 WAEHE AT

-~ |

(h) By lLocal J!,“I’[hﬂl'lh in default of Owners Nil

Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of

which notices were served requiring defects
tobe remediad . o e

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices :

(o) By AReTh b ol it S S e S
(h) By Local ﬂuihnntw, in default of Owners Nil

Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made .......... 3
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(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolhition Orders ................. 3

(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms 1n respect of which Closing Orders
were made ........oovein o R R e . T Nil

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
room in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the temement or room having
been rendereds Tk v o e s i s i AL

SECTION E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

During the vear more than 1,600 inspections were
made to premises where food 15 stored, prepared or sold.

Bve-laws were made under Section 15 of the Food and
Druga Aet, 1938, with respect to the handling, wrapping
and delivery of food and the sale or exposure for sale 1
the open-air of food intended for human consumption,
These bye-laws came into operation in September, and
copies were issued to all places affected by the new legis-
lation. :

Every endeavour has and will continue to be made to
ensure a clean food supply.

Mill Supply.

There are 21 milk producers in the Borough. On five
farms Tuberculin Tested Milk is produced, and on two
farms Aceredited Milk is produced.

During the vear 25 samples of milk were submitted to
the Cumberland Pathological Laboratory for tubercle
bacilli examination, and all were returned negative.
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lee Cream.

There are four manuftacturers in the Borough and 48
premises are registered for the sale of ice cream.
Thirty samples of ice eream were submitted for bac-

tertological examination—23 being placed in Grade 1, 5
in Grade LT and 2 in Grade IV.

SECTION F.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Searlet Fever.

This nowadays mainly mild disease, differing only in
its signs from acute tonsillitis in that there 1s a rash, was
responsible for 68 notifications.  Thirtv-five cases were
admitted to Hospital—a high number in relation to the
shortage of beds. It is now generally agreed that this
disease may well be nursed at home unless there are con-
ditions of crowding in the house or other special factors
operating.

Diphtheria.

No case of Diphtheria oceurred during the vear, an
eminently satisfactory fact in itself but one which should
not be permitted to lead to complacency. The disease 1s
still with us and unless the child population is sufficiently
protected against it by immunisation continuously applied
at the appropriate times in the life of each child we may
find suddenly among us an epidemic. It 1s a sad reflec-
tion that this simple and proved procedure of Diphtheria
Immunisation is in process of wiping itself out bhecause
of its own efficiency, and that the main stimulus towards
having a child protected is the news that a case of Diph-
theria has been notified in the vicinity.

There is a widespread belief held in Workington that
there is no need to have a child immunised until it goes
to school. 1In actual fact Diphtheria has always been
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deadliest in those under school age.  The best time for
immunisation against Diphtheria is just before the first
birthday—followed by a booster dose just before entry
inta school.,

It is generally accepted that over 60 per cent. of the
child population should be inoculated to ensure reasonable
mass protection. This percentage for children under 5
vears of age in Workington is only 37 per cent. The
County Medical Officer has given permission for the pub-
lication of comparative figures in Immunisation. The
table following shows that Workington takes the lowest
place in West Cumberland : —

PERCENTAGE INOCULATION—WEST CUMBERLAND
As AT 3lsT DECEMBER, 1950,

Children under Children aged
5 years of age. 5—14 years.

Workington Borough ........... a7 82
Whitehaven Borough ........... H3 100
Millom B.IEO. oot 683 100
Maryport U.D.C. ........... 3 38 38
Ennerdale B.D.C. ............... 60 95
Cockermouth R.D.C. ............ 47 83
Cockermouth U.D.C. ............ G2 89
West Cumberland ................ al 92

During the year a total of 404 children were given
primary inoculations—3221 under school age and 183 in the
ages 5 to 14 vears. The number of ‘‘booster’” or rein-
forcement doses given was 218.

Inoculations against Diphtheria are carried out either
at the Child Welfare Clinic on Wednesday afternoons, or
at special sessions in school or by the family doctor by
arrangement with him. Inoculations are free of charge
to the parent.

Anterior Poliomyelitis.

The diagnosis of Infantile Paralysis was confirmed in
five notified cases. There were no deaths. Two cases were
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of great severity, the Paralysis imvolving both arms and
legs and the respiratory muscles. The three remaining
cases were milder. It is too early yet to give the ultimate
outlook in the severe cases. Both were transferred to the
Kthe] Hedley Hospital for further orthopaedic treatment
after the acute phase was dealt with in the Isolation Block
of the Cumberland Infirmary.

The Notifications of other Infectious Diseases (with
no deaths therefrom) were as follows: —

Whooping Cough ........ G4 S el i | 27
Measles oaaasniaad L ibln il g S
Aouts: PRaumionia «.ove.: ssnelanasia e 0

Dysentery .............. PR e
Meningococeal \[mnngltn ..... A i o
R B o e e e 5
505 T ) o el B o g S SRR A o 1
ITICEEIITOR | rre e e s s b h

2.—Food-Poisoning,

Todel bye-laws were adopted by the Corporation dur-
Model bye-laws were adopted by the ( t |
ing the yvear. Arrangements were in hand by the end of the
vear for a lecture to Food Caterers and Shopkeepers on

“(MNean Food.”’
Five cases of food-poisoning were certified during the

vear,

The following table gives a summary of all cases noti-
fied during the vear by age groups and showing numbers
admitted to Hospital (where known). The figure of ten
deaths from Pneumonia ineludes deaths from forms of the
disease which are not notifiable : —
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Notrricariox or InFecTious Disgasg, 1950,

i Lk Age Groups
: |
£.]: 3l B
158> 5| 32 | 3
Disease lz 31~ sl = E- =
% | 8| | 5| 8| £z
© 5=} Gl i bl | ot
st oo S ! 1 IR D) oL = ieen
| lie ] ;
Scarlet Fever 68 21829 |14 | 4] 1 35 !
! s e i
Whooping Cough 27 |41L|6]6| |
I
Anterior Poliomyelitis ST [ ! :,l 5
Measles 81 |10 |17 (26 |28 |
Diphtheria
i
.‘
4] I |
gl | |
8 s
w3 (=]
IREIEIE:
il || = .
o|a|2]|2]8]| |
Fig. not 10 all
Acute Pnaumonia 13 L2 20 4]1]|3 known | forms
Dysentery 12 14|53 1 '
Erysipelas ' 5 58 g |
Meningococeal .
Infections 3 LYz 3 I
Food Poisoning SOz |2 '
Puerperal pyrexia 1
Chiekenpox 58
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3.—Cancer.

The Registrar-General’s tables show that there were
20 deaths 1in Males and 20 in Females from Cancer. The
location of the disease was as follows ; —

Males. Females., Total.

Cancer of Stomach ............. 8 i 14
Cancer of Lung ................. 4 — 4
Cancer of Breast ................ —_— 5 3
Cancerof Tterus ............... — 4 4
Cancer of all other sites ...... 13 T 20

The range of age at death was from 19 vears to 83
vears with an average age at death of 64 years in the case
of Males and a range from 53 years to 82 yvears with an
average age at death of 66 years among Females. The
Mortality Rate from this disease per 1,000 population was

1.556,

4.—Tuberclosis.

There were forty-five notifications of new cases of
Tuberculosis during the year of which 38 were pulmonary
cases and 7 other forms of Tuberculosis. There were 12
deaths, all pulmonary cases: the Death Rate per 1,000
population was 0.41 as compared to a rate of 0.36 for Eng-
land and Wales. The following table shows the number
of new cases notified and the number of deaths during

the year:—
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New Cases. Deaths.
! e NG Nou-
Age Periods. Pulmonary. | Pulmonary, || Pulmonary,| Pulmonary.
M. F. | M. F. || M. F. | M F.
0] Ml e
1—-5 1 |
5—10 1] . 2
10—15 21" 1 1
15—20 2 1 1
20—25 2 4|... 1 1
25—35 g S I |
35—45 profraghieie S5l 2
45—55 3 3| U 3 1
55—65 R {8 o= 1 5
65 & over. 1 e 2 . .
Total |18 2{}! 3 4 7 5

At the close of the year the total number of cases on
the Tuberculosis Register was 184, as follows : —

Pulmonary, ; Non-Pulmonary.
Male. Female. Total. Male. TFemale. Total.
69 a0 119 29 36 (13
TREATMENT IN SANATORIUM.
|
In Sana- ; ; In S8ana-
toria hf“;”' hlhs'd Died toria
Ist. Jan. S0 [ PEER 31st Dec.
1950, 1950.
Pulmonary Cases— 5 i
Adult Males 5 7 4 8
Adult Females 5 5 5 <)
Children 1 1
Non-Pulmonary Cases ]
Adult Males
Adult Females
Children
TOTAL 10 13 10 13
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APPENDIX.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

Axnvan Rervorr or THE CHIEF SANITARY [NSPECTOR,
Told. L. Hunter, Esq., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H,,
Medical Officer of Health,
Sir,
I herewith submit the following statement showing
the number and nature of inspections, etc., during the
vear 1950, also the number of notices served and various
items dealt with : —

Total number of inspections e EREET
Bakehouses 172
(Caravans 6
('inemas, Theatres, Clubs, Hotels ... 143
(‘omplaints investigated . Bl A O [ -
(‘owsheds and Dairies 94
Drainage inspections LT [T
Dwellinghouses—
Public Health Aets ... i Ul R
Housing Acts s
Re-inspections P " e ... 1546
Disinfections 92
Ihisintfestations 149
Factories AR R
Food Shops ... e ol
Food Preparing Premises ... 4. 428
lee Cream 87
[nfeetious Ihseases ... 123
Markets, Stalls, Carts 114
(Mfensive Trades, ete.—
Fish Fryving S e
Tripe Boiling 14
Tanning Y
Rae and Bone Merchants ... 27

Knacker Yard 21
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Rats and Mice MR- T
Shops Act T 113
Smoke Observations ... 44

NOTICES SERVED.

Informal Notices ety 216
Statutory Notices ... 31

At the end of the year 95 Informal Notices remained
to be dealt with.

The attention of the Borough Survevor was called to
the following defects: —

Dangerous premises 2
(Choked sewers or street gullies 9
Waste or poor pressure of water,

defective stop taps, ete. ... 9
Removal of refuse ... 13
Repairs to Corporation property ... 8

During the year it has been extremely difficult get-
ting repairs carried out. Enforced neglect of property
during the war and early post-war vears, together with the
present shortage of materials, controlled rents, soaring
building costs, ete., are all factors that are making it very
difficult for property owners to bear the heavy costs in
overtaking maintenance arrears. In fact in many cases
great pressure has had to be exerted to get owners to carry
out urgent and essential repairs.

The continued shortage of new houses and the restrie-
tion on Local Authorities to reduce to a minimum the
making of demolition orders, has resulted in many obso-
lete houses being given an artificial lease of life. Tf this
progresses 1t will result in the number of houses qualify-
ing for demolition greatly exceeding the rate new houses
can be provided.
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SUMMARY oF Works ExgcuTED.

DRAINAGE : —

Drains relaid
Drains eleansed from ebstruetion
[nspection chambers provided
Gullies renewed

Drains connected to sewers
Ventilation pipes renewed

SANITARY CONVENIENCES : —
I'lushing cisterns repaired or renewed
W.C. hasins renewed
New traps fixed
(‘one joints repaired
Additional W.C.s provided
Seals repaird or renewed
Doors repaired or renewed
Roofs repaired or renewed

]‘"Iimrh' 1'&!11(.-“‘{--.:1

Soilpipes renewed

Liight and ventilation tmproved
Walls repaired or renewed
("leansed or limewashed
Flushpipe renewed

Water pipes repaired

YarDp A¥D OUTBUILDINGS : —

Wash-houses repaired

Accumulations removed
Yard surfaces relaid
("oalhouses repaired

ExtERIOR OF HOUSES : —
(‘himney stacks repairved or rebuilt
Roofs repaired or renewed
Spoutings cleansed or renewed
Pointing and rendering

L7
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[ nrERIor or Hovsgs : —

Chimney flue repaired 11
Ceilings repaired or renewed ... 2
Floors repaired or renewed ... 30
IFireplaces or ovens repaired ... ‘

Doors repaired .. 4
Wallplaster renewed ... bate
Windows renewed or repaired ... 56
Sasheords provided i o oo S 26
Stuks provided : 16
Wastepipes renewed or repair ml 5]
Aceumulations removed i
Waterpipes renewed ... 20
Dampuess remedied 3
Dirty premises cleansed T 5]
Sewage gaining access to cellar .alm.tmi |
Staircases repaired 2

MISCELLANEOUS : —

Animals removed 3
l’uultl'y removed S 0he A
(‘aravans removed 11

VErRMINOUS PRrREMISES.
Owing to the presence of vermin, 140 houses were dis-
infested by this Department.  The number of Counecil
houses found infested by bugs was 3, the other houses 10.

Seven houses were treated for fleas, 29 for cock-
roaches, 3 for silverfish, 2 for earwigs and 86 for ants.

All fluids and powders used for disinfestation work
have D.D.T. and Pyrethum incorporated, for ant extermi-
nation (.25 per cent. Thallium Sulphate is included.

Rars axp Mice.

No serious infestation occurred during the vear. Two
hundred and eighty-seven visits were made to premises
regarding complaints of rats and mice, and all proved of
a minor character.
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In addition to traps, prebaits used are sausage rusk
and bread mash, and poisons used are zine phosphide and
red squill.

The sewers in the Borough were treated for rats twice
during the year, and with the exception of two small
areas, the system can be regarded rat free.

The refuse tips have received regular weekly visits.
At the Cloffocks Tip minor infestations were dealt with.
At Harrington Tip extermination was hampered owing to
the presence of rats on the railway embankment. Co-op-
eration with rodent operators of the Railway has shown
good results. The introduction of controlled tipping, cov-
ering and narrowing of tipping faces will soon eliminate
hreeding areas.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

During the vear 44 smoke observations, each of 30
minute duration, were taken. Three industrial firms were
warned regarding smoke nuisances. At one factory altera-
tions were carried out including the installation of a mech-
anical stoker, eliminating a serious smoke nuisance that
has prevailed for many vears.

In the absence of bye-laws regulating smoke nuis-
ances, the standard set in the Borough is that “‘black
smoke’’ shall not be emitted for more than two minutes in
the aggregate within any continuous period of thirty min-
utes. During observations different grades of smoke are
noted, especially when it is of such a density that light
cannot penetrate through and when the top of the chimney
is not properly distinguishable from the smolke.

(General legislation governing smoke nuisances is con-
tained in the Public Health Act 1936, but dwelling-houses,
mines and certain metallurgical processes are exempt from
the provisions of the Aet. The dust nuisance from one
large industrial concern (one of the exempted processes)
continued during 1950, but complaints from householders
were not so prevalent due to the wet year. Periodical
tests were carried out by placing petri dishes at various
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distances from the plant, and heavy deposits were recorded
half-a-mile away. Following a letter of complaint from
the Town Clerk the Company replied in December, 1950,
that a new plant would be installed and working about the
end of April, 1951.

SHOPS ACT.

The Shops Aect, 1950, hecame operative on the 1st Oct-
ober and consolidates the Shops Aet, 1912 to 1938, and cer-
tain other enactments relating to shops. The Act deals
with closing hours, conditions of employment, Sunday
trading, health and comfort of shop workers, employvment
of voung persons, ete.

A circular letter dealing with the chief provisions of
the Aet was delivered to every shopkeeper within the Bor-
ough.

During the vear 11 shopkeepers were warned for
selling goods after permitted hours.

Facrories Acr, 1937.

Number in register - ... .. 233
[nspections made g T
Notices served G4
Prosecutions A Bl
Outworkers ... 2
(Mlassification of rlefects P —

Want of cleanliness 14

Overcrowding ... 1

Unreasonable temperalurr- 1

Inadequate ventilation ... B
Sanitary Conveniences : —

Insufficient g

Unsuitable or defective 29

Not separate for sexes ... i
Other offences against the Act i
ire escape certificates issued ]

The following is a list of Classified Trades carried on
in the Borough:—
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Tanning 1
Aerated Waters 51
Paint Making, ete. ... 5
Enamelling 1
(‘orn Merchants 2
Printing, ete, 7
Ravon Manufacture ]
Gias Undertaking o
Electrical Undertaking 1
Laundry b 1
Dvers and Cleaners 3
I"irelighters 1
Brewery 1
Quarrying 1
Weaving 1
Lee Cream 4
(teneral Dealers 1
Building Trades M 3 20
Wood Cutting and W anm-r 31
[.eather Working, Shoe Repairing, ete. ... 18
Tailoring, Cutting, ete. 16
Bakehouses 34
Food Preserving Premises ... 31
Laght ]*;11;4|10E11n;:—1ru luding ‘-.Iulur I{Ee[)aqu 32
Heavy Engineering 9

203

——

IxsSPECTION OF PREMISES.

All premises where food is prepared or sold have been
regularly inspected. The following foodstuffs were found
unfit for human consumption: —

Tinned and Bottled Goods : —

Pork (29 tins). Tongue (8 tins).

Beef (64 tins). (ieese (2 tins).

Veal (9 tins). ("hoeolate Spread (19 tins).
Ham (29 tins). Sandwich Spread (24 bottles).
[uncheon Meat (126 tins). (“herries (3 tins),

Whalemeat (1 tin). Prunes (1 tin).



Salmon (23 tins).
Crawfish (6 tins).
Prawns (3 tins).
Snoek (1 tin).
Pilchards (3 tins).
Herring (1 tin).
(‘rab (3 tins).
Sardines (1 tin).
Tunny Fish (3 tins).
Mackere] (1 tin).
Bristling (202 tins).
Peas (201 tins).
Beans (90 tins).
Rhubarb (2 tins).
Dates (58 tins).
Soup (177 tins).

Salad Cream (17 bottles).

("offee (1 tin).
Other Toods: —
Bacon (251bs.),

(“hickens (13 stones).
Liver (3lbs.).
Sausage (61bs.).
Tripe (5 stones).
Meat Pies (81bs.).
Rabbits (1} stones.).
("ol (18 stones).
Kippers (1 stones).
Halibut (2} stones).
Skate (1 stone).
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Peaches (15 tins).
Apples (4 tins).
Peéars (12 tins).
Plums (118 tins).
(Grapes (12 tins).
Apricots (22 tins).
Strawberries (8 tins).
(rooseberries (4 tins).
Jam (287 tins).

Milk (597 tins).
Tomatoes (31 tins).
Beetroot (37 tins).
(Clarrots (21 tins).
Vegetables (7 tins).
Onions (8 bottles).
Tomato Ketchup (10 hottles),
Mustard (7 tins).
Honey (1 tin).

(Cheese (7 stones).
Sweets (1941bs.).
(Grapes (5} stones).
Jam (13 stones).

Jellv (21bs.).

[ee Cream (313 stones).
(Choe Tees (601bs.).
Yeast (14 stones).
(fereals (2 stones).
Blane Mange (611bs.).
Almond Substitue (631hs.).

The apprn*xil;mie welght of the foodstuffs condemned

was 45 tons,

[n all cases Certificates were issued under the Food
and Drugs Aet, 1938, to all reﬂ]w{'fi\'é vendors. and as far
as possible Ministry of Food Circular M.F. 3/48 has heen
followed regarding salvage of unsound foods.

(Signed) RICHARD JAMES,

Town IHall,
Workington,
271h July, 1951.

Chiet Sanitary Inspector.












