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WorcesTERSHIRE CounTy COUNCIL

Telephone : Worcester 23400 County Health Department,

Lowve's Grove,
Castle Street,
Woarcesier.

To the Chairman, Aldermen amd Members of the Worcestershire County Council

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have sure in presenting the T9th annual report on the health services in Worcestershire for

the year 1967.

Starisifes :

Amibulance
Service :

Care of Morhers

and Young
Chilefren -

It will be noted that the estimated population for the administrative County as at
the 30th June, 1967, shows a reduction of 7,640 on the previous yvear. The statistics
of the Registrar General at 30th June 1966 included a proportionate weighting figure
of population for the Borough of Oldbury which was transferred under the West
Midlands Order, 1965 1o form an integral part of the new County Borough of Warley
with effect from the 1st April, 1966. For comparison purposes the population
figure to be produced mid 1968 should give 3 more accurate picture for the adminis-
trative County. The progress of the New Town of Redditch, the development at
Diroitwich and the agreed further overspill from Birmingham make it extremely
difficult to plan the health service requirements in & particular area with any degree
of accuracy.

The live birth rate per thousand population remains fairly constant and for this
year it is exactly the same as the national average. Most of the vital statistics for the
County compare very favourably with the national norm.

The statistical table dealing with infectious diseases shows a substantial inerease
over the previous year, due entirely to an outbreak of measles. Vaccination is now
being carried out for limited groups of children against measles and this provision
will be extended later in the year 1968 to all children between | and 15 years of age.

It will be noted from the body of the report that whilst the number of patients
carried by the ambulance service during the year decreased the total miles covered
showed a substantial increase. This trend is expected to become more apparent in
the future on account of the centralisation of specialist hospital services, early dis-
charge, and the reduction of railway facilities available for stretcher patients travelling
long distances.

The radio control service is likely to commence operation from its new central
control in August 1968 and the radio control of all ambulances and midwives cars
together with a county wide communications system should be of great benefit to the
patients and services invalved.

Many views are being expressed on the future of the child welfare clinic. In

Waorcestershire there is no falling off in attendances and, quite contrary to what is
said by some so-called * cxperts * advising on national policy, the number of mothers

and babies who attend is increasing. There are also demands for the setting up of new
centres.

It is agreed that there is a continuing need for preventive services to safeguard the
health of the voung child. Bearing in mind the Sheldon Report that the aim should
be to have a family health service in charge of the family doctors working in groups
from purpose built health centres, it is felt that the closer association of the health
visitors and district nursing stafl with the family doctors will lead to a full integration
of the services. Statistical details will be found in the body of the report.
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Cervieal
Cyralagy :

Migdwifery
Service ©

List af Chifelren
“at risk

Health Visiring
Kervice :

New Clinics ¢

Later in my report mention is made of the new Family Planning Act. The Health
Committee has decided 1o ask the Family Flanning Association, an active voluntary
organisation, to act as agents of the County Council and to extend the serviee to cover
the whole County. Many points arsing from the new Act are still under discussion
and there is confidence that the outcome will be the creation of an effective and
efficient service in Worcestershire not only in family planning but also advising in
cases of male and female infertility.

Once the initial enthusiasm had waned 1t was disappointing that the cervical
cytology service rapidly reverted to a general state of apathy. A later reference is
made to the fact that the women at greatest risk are not coming forward for examina-
tion. This is in distinct contrast to North America where women pay for the service
and undergo regular tests to ensure that no cancer changes have occurred in the
uterine cells. More propaganda is necded to stimulate the interest of those women
most in need. We have so far only dealt with the * converted ™ and much work
will have to be done to persuade all women to seek advice.

It will be noted that there was a reduetion in the number of births attended by the

domiciliary midwives over the previous year. Whilst adjustment of the population

accounts for some of the difference there is no doubt that hospital confinements
associated with early discharge are currently preferred. The dissatisfaction of the
local health authority midwives o hospital confinements for non-complicated cases
can be both appreciated and undeérstood when the skilled work for which they have
been professionally trained is removed and replaced by only routine care. This
routine care of a new baby and mother recovering from her confinement is devoid of
much of the personal care and interest when the midwife has not delivered the baby
personally. The actual delivery and supervision of the confinement creates a rewarding
association between the midwife and her ** mothers.”

Every effort is now being made to have the cars of all midwives placed under radio
control. Experimentis have been most encouraging and during 1968 all staff should
be in radio contact. This, of course, is not possible until the new ambulance radio
control is operational.

The Ministry of Health call for special mention on the scheme [or notification 1o
medical officers of health of congenital defects apparent at birth and this is outlined
in the body of my report. 1t will be seen that the notification of birth card is still the

main source for this information and the loyal co-operation of the midwives 18

appreciated.

It is pleasing to record that at the time of writing the new health clinic at Catshill
is nearing completion and the clinic when fully operational should help to relieve

pressure in the Bromsgrove area and materially assist the health visitors with their

dutics and amenities.

| appreciate fully the difficulties under which some health visitors are working but
hope that they will accept the position that every effort is being made to speed up the

provision of new clinics or more particularly health centres in some parts of the

County. Progress in this ficld is being maintained and [ am grateful for the assistance
being received from all concerned especially the family doctors. During 1968 the
County Eduecation Committee have agreed subject to approval from the Department
of Education and Science to build a new large all-purpose clinic at Stourbridge and
in the following year a similar project at Kidderminster.
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Milk Mimar Sub-Committee :

Mr. . G. Dymott Col. W. R. Prescott, M.C., T.D., D.L.
Mr. A, E. Johnson Mr. H. J. Tooby

Co-opted Member :
Dr. R. 1. Henderson
Ambulance, Frevention and Afrer-Care Sub-Commitiee

Mr. E. 1. Broughton (Chairman)
Mr. C. Willetts (Vice-Chairman)

Mr. P. E. Clarke Mr. W, J. Mapp

Mrs. J. L. Guest Mrs. H. C. M. Porter, 0.B.E.
Mr. H. Hardwick Mrs. O. Simpson

Mr. D, C. Herbert Mr. M. Staite

Mr. A. E. Johnson Mrs. H. R. Stephens

Mr. B. D. Jones

The Chairman of the County Council

The Vice-Chairman of the County Council

The Chairman of the Health Committee

The Vice-Chairman of the Health Committee ex-officio
The Chairman of the County Finance Committes

The Vice-Chairman of the County Finance Commiltee

Co-opled Members

Dr. T. Astley-Cooper

Miss F. E. Bailey, L.n.s.

Dr. R. 5. MacArthur

Mrs. J. M. Rimington, M.B.E.

The Rt. Hon. Lord Sandys

The Chairman of the South Worcestershire After-Care Committee (Mrs. R. H. Stallard)
Mr. J. R. Smith, M.P.5.

Finanee and General Purposes Sub-Commiltee :

The Chairman of the County Council
The Vice-Chairman of the County Council
The Chairman of the Health Committee (Chairman)
The Vice-Chairman of the Health Committee
The Chairman of the County Finance Committee
The Vice-Chairman of the County Finance Commiitee
The Chairmen of the following Sub-Commitices
Public Health
Maternity and Child Welfare
Ambulance, Prevention and After-Care
Mental Health

Welfare
Marernity and Child Welfare Sub-Conmnittee

Mrs. H. C. M. Porter, 0.B.E. (Chairman)
Mrs. M. B. Matty (Vice-Chairman)

Mr. W. 5. Bretell Mr. W. J. Mapp

Mr. P. E. Clarke Mrs. 0. Simpson

Mrs. E. J. Davenport Mrs. M. B. Slade

Mr. D. Gittins Mr. M. Staite

Mr. H. Hardwick Mrs. H. R. Stephens

Mr. D. C. Herbert Mr. C. Willetts

The Chairman of the County Council

The Vice-Chairman of the County Couneil

The Chairman of the Health Commitiee e
The Vice-Chairman of the Health Committee AEEEE0
The Chairman of the County Finance Committes

The Yice-Chairman of the County Finance Commitiee

Co-opred Members ;

Mrs. R. Lane Mr. J. R. Smith, M.p.5.
Dr. R. 5. MacArthur Mrs. V. A. Wight-Boyeott
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County Staff
County Medical Officer of Health
I. W. Pickup, M.D., D.F.H.

Deputy County Medical Officer of Health
1. D. Willins, M.p., ch.p., D.0H,

Senior Medical Officer, School Health Service
Gwen 8. Clark, m.s.ch.p., D.0bst.R.C.O.G., D.E.H,

Sentor Medical Officer. Maternal and Child Welfure
Isobel J. McLarty, M.8., Ch.h.

Divisional Area Medical Officer of Health, Kidderminster
C. Starkie, M.D., M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P., BSC., D.P.H.

Senior Assistant Couwnry Medical Officer of Heafth
Ann B. Gray, M.E., B5., L.E.C.P., M.R.C.S.,, M.R.C.S., D.C.H., D.P.H. (appointed 1.8.67)

Assistani County Medieal Officers of Health
Cynthia J. Bladon, M.B., ch.p., D.r.H. (appointed 1.3.67)
Esther M. Devlin, s.i., B.ch., D.P.#., LM, (Part time).
*H. F. Green, M.A., M.B., B.ch., M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.
Muriel B. Green, M.B., Ch.b.
Esme 5. Jenkins, M.B.. B.ch., D.obst., r.C.0.G. (Part-time).
Kathleen M. Jeanes, m.b., ch.g., D.obst., R.C.O.G.
*¥. A. Lloyd, m.R.C.5, L.R.C.F., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. (Resigned 10.7.67).
*R. W. Markham, B.a., M.B., B.Ch., D.P.H,
*C. G. Phillips, M.k.C.5., L.R.C.F., D.E.H,
*L. 5. Stephens, m.e., ch.p., p.obst., R.C.O.G., D.P.H,
G. Stewart, LM.S.S.A. Part | D.pow. (Resigned 31.10.67).
Essilli Thomas, s.B., ch.s.
*D. E. Thompson, 0.8.E., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., M.B., B.ch., D.T.M., and H., D.E.H.
*J. Twomey, M.B., B.ch., B.A.0., D.T.M. and H., D.P.H.
P. B. Williams, T.D., M.8., ch.B.

* Also District Medical Officer of Health.,

Senior Consuitant Chesr Physician
R, C. Cronin, M.B., ch.B., M.R.C.5., L.B.C.F,

Consultant Chest Physicians
+ 8. Z. Kalinowski, M.D., M.R.C.F.E.

+ Part time by arrangement with the Birmingham Regional Hospital Board.

Chief” Dental Officer
C. W. D, Jones, B.D.5.

Depury Chief Dental Officer
K. E. Nicholas, L.D.5., R.C.5. Eng.

Divisional Dental Officers
M. J. Burford, B.0.5. (Resigned 3.9.67).
Miss R. 1. H, Sammons, L.0.5,, R.C.5. Eng.

Demal Officers
M. 1. Burford, .05, (Part-time from 4.9.67).
Mrs. P. Goff, g.D.s. (Resigned 8.4.67). (Reappointed Part-time 18.10.67)
1. Egremont, L.D.S.
C. Haynes, B.0.5. (Besigned 3.9.67). {Reappointed Part-time 4.9.67).
Mrs. M. E. Hiscock, B.p.5. (Part-time).
Miss E. M. Smith, B.0.5. (Part-time).
Mrs. E. M. Prosser, B.D.5. (Appointed 2.10.67).
F. A. Trent, L.D.5., R.C.SENE.
Mrs. P. B. Trent, L.0.5.Eng.
Mrs. W. T, Carson, B.0.5. (Resigned 28.2.67).
Mrs. R. H. Longhurst, 5.5, (Pari-time). (Resigned 28.2.67).
Miss V. A. Wardell, L.ps. (Appointed 24.4.67).
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Cause of stillbirth and infant deaths
The following table shows the causes of the stillbirths and infant deaths —

= - — e ——

Infant Deaths
Cause | Stillbirth | 0-1 week | 14 weeks | 1-12months | 1-5 years
Maternal antepartum |
haemorrhage S5 o 3 1 —_ 2 =
Maternal toxaemia .. | 7 — = - -
Placental insufficiency |V “21 - - — i
Birth trauma. . 19 10 = el 3.
Congenital u.b:mrnmllt}r | 19 12 9 11 3
Rhesus incompatibility R | | — - =
Prematurity .. | 14 37 | 1 — —
Pulmonary conditions ; ! ] 12 | p 12 5
Infections other than | .
pulmonary .. I 2 1 4 2
Malignant conditions = - -- = 4
Accidents .. : || s = = 6 R !
Other known Hum | 4 1 | 2 ' 2
Causes not known ! 18 - — —- ! e |
| 1135 (126) 76 (81) 14 (13} 35 (3N i 21 (23 |
I : Figures for 1966 are in parenthesis |

Report of work carried our by the Worcestershire Diocesan Assoctation for Family and Social Service

During the year 555 new cases were referred to the diocesan workers, OF this nomber 348 were
expectant mothers and 279 of these came from the County area.

OF the 348 expectant mothers, 74 were admitted to mother and baby homes, 61 of whom resided in
the County and received help with their fees.

Included in the above figures were 76 admissions to the diogesan mother and baby home at Barsham
House, Malvern, 32 of these being from the Worcestershire County area,

Family Planning Clinics

The new Family Planning Act became law in June 1967, This Act confers wide powers on the local
health authority to make arrangements for the giving of advice on contraception, the medical examina-
tion of persons seeking such advice, and the supply of contraceptive substances and appliances. This
advice 15 to include the married and the unmarried and it is suggested that unmarried persons under 21
should have parental consent.

The Family Planning Association which is a voluntary body and receives a grant from the local
healith anthority, has been running clinics in County premises, which are provided free of charge, at
Bromsgrove, Kidderminster and Redditch. This year a new clinic was also opened in Evesham,

Cervical Cyiology

A new clinic was opened at Evesham in April and the whole County is now adequately covered.
Apart from the Kidderminster area there is virtually no waiting list for these clinics.

The number of positive cases found in the County was 0.28 %/ which is below the expected average
because the women at greatest risk are still not attending, that is, the women in the lower social groups
with poor hygiene and large families. The number of suspicious cases was 0.25%,

" The following table shows the number of attendances :(—

I [
Clinic attendances | suspicious | positive

| Worcester City and G:-unl:r ..| 1,200 (County) ; 4 3

| Stourbridge 5 o L . -— 3
Halesowen o i ..| 603 | — —
Bromsgrove o - ..} 3T | 2 _
Kidderminster .. 38 Lo 368 2 | e
Redditch . sl 75 1 [ 3

‘ Ewesham (uptm:l Fcl:-runqr} R -1 1 —-
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Marriage Guidance

Grants were made Lo the Birmingham, Worcester and District, and Dudley, Stourbridge, Kiddermin-
ster and District Marriage Guidance Councils during the year.

Anre-rated Clinics

There are no ante-natal clinics with a medical officer in attendance. Some midwives hold their own
ante-natal clinics and others carry out joint sessions with general practitioners in their surgeries.
Mineteen midwives clinics were held during the year, a new clinic having been started in Blackheath in
April. Eight hundred and ten sessions were held.

Ante-Natal, Mothercraft and Relaxation Classes

These clinics continue to be held throughout the County and are fulfilling a very useful purpose.
They are well attended and the relaxation elasses prove their value during labour. slight decrease
in numbers during last year is due to the drop in the birth rate.

——eee e e e e

| Attendances at Relaxation and Parenteraft Cl.la&ses i
| Clinic | New Cases | Atiendances
| 1967 | 1966 | 1967 | 1966
Bromsgrove .. o .-| BE | 114 | 431 | 443
| Cradley " . il (3] 51 | 117 | 136
Droitwich L A i s 62 | 193 | 222
| Evesham o .. .| 9% 75 | 363 | 425
| Halesowen (Highficld Lane) ..| 119 | 115 | 559 | 375
| Halesowen (Blackheath) .| 56 65 | 187 | 23§
Kidderminster . . g 4114 | 151 | 405 | 651 |
| By 5 i I L 36 | 2001 | 208 |
Malvern Y SO (ST T S
Marlbrock .. o o . 28 | 140 | 150
Pedmore B o =4 33 64 | 152 | 247
| Pershore 3% = o [0 v 29 | 127 | 130
; Redditch e 25 .4 142 | 165 | 8506 | 925
| Rubery .. it i oo 67 57 | 326 | 350
| Stourbridge .. - .| 155 | B9 | 585 | SE8
| Stourport 2 i - | BT | 433 | 384
| Tenbury .. .. .| 2| 31 |17 |10
| Wribbenhall .. i . 34 60 | 162 | 142
| Wythall e g o 39 33 | 154 | 103
| Worcester Count i w29 19 1117 | 62
| Worcester City Clinic. . ] e [ 24 | 69 | 103
| Stourport HM.C. .. .| 253 | 106 | 327 | 198
Liviss. i b 1 E _l |
Nurseries and Child Minders

There has been another marked increase in the number of applications for registration, the number
of premises registered being increased by 1009, Several applications have to be refused due to the
unsuitability of the applicant or premises or planning pérmission not being granted.

These nurseries fulfil a great need and each group has been encouraged to take a handicapped child
which is of great value to the child and a challenge to the supervisor of the group. The sta of the
groups and child care throughout the County is very high but it does entail careful supervision by the
medical and health visiting staff.

At the end of the year 30 (21) persons and 61 (31) premises were registered, providing places for
1,592 (862) children.

(Figures for 1966 are in parenthesis).

Dental Trearment of Expectant and Nursing Mothers and Pre-School Children
by C. W. D. Jones, 5.0.5., Chief Dental Officer

Expectant and Nursing Mothers

This vear again the number of expectant and nursing mothers requesting treatment has fallen. Those
that did attend the clinics seemed to be very satisfied with the treatment they received and many wished
to continue coming for further courses of treatment after they had ceased to be in this category. When
told that the present regulations did not permit this, they showed concern that they were no longer
a free choiee of Dental Surgeon.
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Pre-school children

In 1967 the Dental Officers have tried to devole more time to the pre-school child. In certain areas
they have visited the child welfare centres inspecting the child and discussing with the parent the con-
dition of the patient’s mouth and what could and should be done in the way of treatment. At the same
time discussion with the parent on various related dental problems took place—What was the effect of
sweets, fruit juices and other refined carbohydrates on the teeth At what age should a toothbrush
be introd to the child ?-—At what age should visiting the dentist be started ? All this took up the
surgeon’s time but I feel that it was time well spent if it could help to improve the dental conditions of
our young children.

More dental health education sessions than ever have been given at child welfare centres this year—
The format is usually a film, then a short talk by the Dental Officer followed by a question and answer
session, Every effort is made to make time available for these sessions and it is hoped that any increase
in demand, for these meetings, will be met.

There was an increase of 19.4% in the number of pre-school children inspected this year over last and
an encouraging decrease in the number of teeth extracted. The filling to extraction ratio has greatly
improved from 1 :0.73 10 1 : 0.88.

All fixed clinics are available for inspection and treatment of expectant and nursing mothers and
pre-school children and the mobile clinics are pleased to deal with such cases as they are able.

Midwifery Service
{Secrion 23—Navional Health Service Act, 1946)
Births
Duri?:g the year, domiciliary midwives attended 1,928 births, accounting for 20.6%, of the total births
in the County. 5,509 births took place in hospital of which 4.133 were discharged to the care of
domiciliary midwives before the tenth day.

Radio contacr

Apart from the four cars fitted with two-way radio under the central ambulanee control, it has not
been possible 1o extend the scheme to other areas of the County. It is hoped that there will be a greatly
extended service during the coming year.

Night rota scheme
This scheme continues to cover a limited part of the County, but it is dependant on the provision of
radio before it can be brought into operation in a wider area.

Analgesia

Thirty-one British Oxygen Entonox analgesic machines were purchased during the year. This makes
a total of 35 in use in the County. It is intended to replace the old type of nitrous oxide and gas machine
with the new Entonox apparatus next year. It has been found that the new apparatus is greatly
appreciated by both midwives and patients.

In addition, there are 13 trilene sets available for suitable cases,

Dizposable Equipment . L Lo
Disposable equipment is being increasingly used throughout the County and is of inestimable value
both to patients and stafl,

Praciising Midwives in the County E
Forty-eight hospital midwives, six private midwives and 103 domiciliary midwives notified their
intention to practise in the County during the vear.

Pupil Midwives 1
Six pupil midwives did three months of their Part I1 training on the district.

Premature Births :
“There were 414 premature live births and 71 premature stillbirths during the year. Fifty-one of the
premature live births died before they were four weeks old.

Stillbirths
There were 115 stillbirths during the year,

Marernal Deathis
There was one death directly due to pregnancy. This was a 31 year old woman who had a cerebral
haemorrhage due to fits caused by a toxaemia of pregnancy.

There were two deaths which were associated with pregnancy. One was of a grossly obese patient
who was successfully delivered by caesarean section but subsequently developed an acute abdomen
and died of peritonitis. The other one was of a woman who was 31 weeks pregnant when she developed
an acute obstruction which was successfully treated but she died of a pulmonary embolism.
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Health Visiting
(Secrion 24—Nariemal Healtl Service Act, 1946)

The screening test of hearing which is carried out on every child at 8 months of age is proving of
value as an additional screening test for other abnormalities. The health visitors work in pairs and the
tests may be carried out at home or in the elinie. This hearing test gives the health visitor the opportunity
to study the child's general mental and physical development and to observe the emotional relationships
within the family.

In order to maintain the level of efficiency in performance of the test and to iitiate new staff, an
‘in-service © training course is arranged each year. The third course of this kind was held in October
when 14 health visitors, including two from another Authority, attended. The course lasted two days
and the practical teaching and demonstration sessions were conducted by the County’s audiometric team.

Healih Visiting Siaff at ihe end of the Year
There was a total of 97 health visitors and three tuberculosis health visitors, giving a wholetime
equivalent of 468 and 2.5 respectively.

Geriatric Health Visiting

This specialised branch of health visiting has been rapidly expanding and a good liaison is maintained
between the hospitals, general practitioners and welfare workers. Staff mectings for these health visitors
have been inaugurated and fulfilled a very useful purpose.

Creneral Practitioner Atfachment
The attachment of nursing stafl has been gradually gathering momentum.

The main advantages of ral practitioner attachment are improved relationship between the
general practitioner and local authority staff, more efficient use of staflf and a better service to the
community.

Mo attachment is undertaken without prior consultation and very full discussion with the peneral
practitioner and the nursing staff concerned.

The following schemes are operating throughout the County :—

Health Visitors

1. Full attachment schemes exist in Bromsgrove, Redditch, Kidderminster and Bewdley with the
reservation that the health visitors do not cross the Borough or Urban District boundary unless by
special request of general practitioner and with the knowledge of the health visitor for thal area.
Patients of other doctors in the towns concerned are also cared for by the attached health visitors
on a geographical basis.

2. Liaison Schemes
{a) Stourbridge—A health visitor attends a weekly ante-natal clinic at two practices.
(#) Stourport—A health visitor calls weekly at the surgery of one practice and acts as liaison for
her colleagues.

() Pershore—Two district nurse/health visitors attend a weekly mixed ante-natal and child welfare
session at one of the two practices serving the area.

District Nurses

1. Full attachment scheme exists in Kidderminster with the same reservation regarding boundaries
and patients of other doctors as in the case of health visitor attachment.

2.  Liaizon Scheme
One general practitioner’s praciice covers the Borough of Bewdley and the two district nurse/
midwives visit the surgery weekly to facilitate the exchange of information and also hold their ante-
natal clinic in the doctors’ premises while still retaining their geographical areas.

The total number of family doctors associated with the attachment/liaison scheme is 37.6 9.
30% of the health visitors and 7.2% of the home nurses are associated with the scheme,
So far no midwives have been attached, but preliminary discussions are taking place in Kidderminster.

Hospital Liaison
A much closer liaison has been established with the hospitals and the following schemes are in
operation at the moment :—

Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmungham. In April 1967 a new scheme was staried whereby two nurses
attended this hospital for one day every week. 1t was envisaged that the nurses would be kept up-to-date
with drugs and the latest advances in medical and hospital care. Those who have attended have seen
the intensive care unit and the artificial kidney unit and have greatly appreciated the visits.
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Geriatric health visitors work closely in co-operation with the geriatric unit of the hospital serving their
catchment area and also with the medical social worker and the bed bureau. The geriatric health visitor
is able to give a social assessment of the cases and can advise on the priorities of urgency for admission
and she is also working with the general practitioner. This applies also to the vounger chronic sick.

A health visitor from the appropriate area has been assigned to work with the paediatricians at the
following hospitals : Worcester Roval Infirmary, Corbett Hospital, Stourbridge, General Hospital
Kidderminstier, Bromsgrove General Hospital and Smallwood Hospital, Redditch. The health visitor
meets the paediatrician and cases are discussed and the health visitor can inform him about the home
background and any special difficulties and follow-up can be arranged.

The audiometric health visitor attends the hospital when one of their cases is being seen by one of
the ear, nose and throat specialists.

The hu:silais in the area are very good in sending medical reports about children and this is greatly
appreciated.

Home Nursing
(Section 25— National Health Service Act, 1946)

The home nurses attended 7,671 patients during the year, 4,056 of whom were 65 vears of age or over
and 304 under the age of five.

Incontinent Cases

Incontinence pads continue to be made available in two sizes and during the year 15,000 pads of
standard size and 50,500 large pads were used.

During the year 290 pants together with 25,800 interliners have been distributed to incontinent am-
bulant patients. These have been found to be of inestimable value, providing protection, and therefore
encouraging the patient to accept this distressing condition and lead a comparatively normal life.

Home Nursing Artendants

The demand for home nursing aliendants is ever-increasing, especially from the geriatric health
visitors, and they are providing a very useful service and work well under the supervision of the district
nurses. The number of home nursing attendants in now ningteen.

County Night Sitters Service

The night sitters scheme continues to provide help where needed and, during the year, 12 patients
benefited from this service.

Marie Curie Assistance for Cancer Cases

The Maric Curic Foundation assisted in providing extra nourishment and comforts in five cases
during the year.

Tzobel Morcom Medal and Prize

This award was made to Miss M. 1. Woolrich, 5.8, s.c.M., who had besn district nurse/ midwife in
the Redditch area for 32 years.

Nurses” Houses

Full details are given in table of the accommodation that is at present being provided throughout
the County for members of the nursing staff,

Training of Students

An insight into health visiting was afforded to 11 student health visitors and 16 students from the
Children's Department. In addition, 43 student nurses and 18 pupil nurses accompanied health visitors
and district nurses for one day's experience in public health aursing, while 16 student nurses taking their
obstetric training were afforded 14 days’ experience in district midwifery which involves attendance
at parentcraft, midwives' ante-natal clinics and relaxation classes,

Health Visitors and Districs Nurses Training

Two students were accepted for health visitors training, one at Birmingham and one at North
Gloucestershire College of Technology. Four nurses took the course for district training at the Tything
Institute, Worcester ; three of these undertook their practical training on their own district in the
County. Two State Enrolled Nurses also completed their district training—both attended the Birmingham
centre for lectures, but carried out the practical duties on their own district.

Post Gradwate Cowrses

One administrative nursing officer, 31 midwives, nine district nurses am_:i 11 health visitors attended
courses during the year, all midwifery courses being the statutory ones required by the Central Midwives
Board.
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Annval County Refresher Course

There were three afternoon meetings at The Swan Theatre, Worcester. These were well attended,
the subjects discussed being ** Language and the General Development of Young Children,” ** De-
pression,” * Obstetric Emergencies,” ** Abortion,” ** Modern Aspects of the School Health Service,
with particular reference to Handicapped Children,” * Current Problems in Drug Dependence.™

Registration of Nursing Homes under Public Health Act, 1936 as amended by the Nursing Homes Act,
1963
There were 12 registered nursing homes giving a total of 162 beds.

Welfare Foods

The distribution of wellare foods to expectant and nursing mothers and children under the age of
five years continued from 135 cenires.

In comparison with the figures for 1966 the sale of national dried milk, cod liver il and vitamin
tablets decreased by—35%0, 890 and 149 respectively. The sales in respect of orange juice were
increased by 229,

Home Help Service
(Secrion 29—Narional Health Service Aer, 1946)

As anticipated in last year’s report, the transfer of the administration of the home help service from
the Women's Roval Voluntary Service to the County Health Department was completed on 15t April,
1967.

During the year, the five area organisers and their assistants visited 7,424 households of which 1,564
were new applicants for service and the remaining 5,860 were routine visits to persons already receiving
service.

On 3lst December, 455 home helps were employed, of which six regularly worked 40 hours per week
and the remainder were employed on a part time basis. The recruitment of suitable staff presented little
difficulty in the well populated borough and urban districts but the rural areas continue to prove diffi-
cult, largely due to lack of public transport. This situation is greatly relieved by the provision of auto-
eveles and in some cases the home help uses her own car to reach the cutlying areas. The emplovment
of a male home help is still continued and is proving a great asset in undertaking difficult and neglected
CasEs,

A short course of training for home helps was held in one area of the County and proved very success-
Ful. Such courses, while not being too technical, are essential in assuring the home help that she is part
of the County Health Department team where one person is de ant upon so many others in the
care of the sick and aged in their own homes. For the future it is hoped to hold at least two training
courses @ year in different areas of the County, concentrating mainly on the newest recruits, in an
endeavour to retain their interest in the work and improve the standard of serviee.

| Number of households Home help staff
_ provided with home help
Matermity .o 230 | FullTime. .. i B
Chronic sick and Part-Time .. Lo 449
T.B. 3 S L _—
Mentally disordered 24 ‘ 455
| Others .. et |
| | Equivalent W/T .. 241
| Aged 65 or over .. 2,240 |
20921 I

Vacefmation and fomunisation
Several changes in the office procedures have taken place during the vear.

On Ist April the arrangements for payment of fees Lo general practitioners for the submission of
records were amended. Claims, in duplicate, incorporating details of injections, etc., are now submitted
by the doctor direct to the local Executive Council, the duplicates being passed to the health department
for record purposes.  Initially there were some difficulties but these arrangements are now working
satisfactorily.
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Tuberculosis
Dr. R. C. Cronin, Senior Consultant Chest Physician has given the following report :—

Table 1 shows the notification and death rates for Tuberculosis for nearly 50 years, and it will be seen
that having reached a very low figure in 1966 there has been a minimal rise in 1967, This overall increase,
however, 15 50 slight that it merely reflects the considerable fluctuation in the figures from vear to year
in Table 11, which shows the incidence in local authority arcas. It can be taken as meaning no real
change in the situation since the previous vear.

Although the rates are very low, against the background of earlier vears, there is still no reason for
complacency, and 68 new cases during the vear, some of them not in the early stages, represents a still
considerable source of infection to the rest of the community. At the risk of repetition, it is essential
if these figures are to be reduced still further and the disease finally eliminated, to maintain the present
intensive preventive and afler-care measures.

Ambulance Service
The year has again proved to be a most active one for the ambulance service.

Taking the service as a whole, some 163,322 patients were conveyed by ambulance, hospital and
hire cars, against 167,709 patients during 1966, a decrease of 4,387, The road miles covered were
1,194,860 as against 1,166,628 during 1966, an increase of 28,2332,

The main reason for the decrease in patients was due to the sub-normal children no lenger being
conveyed by ambulance as from the 31st October. All these children are now conveyed by hired
transport.

Ambulance Use

The number of Section 27 persons carried during the year was 116,037 as against 105,272 during 1956,
an increase of 10,765. Children conveyed to Training Cenires were 9,366 as against 19,809, during 1966
a decrease of 10,443,

The total number of persons conveyed by ambulance under Section 27 and otherwise during the
twelve months was 125,403 covering 779,481 miles as against 125,083 patients and 708,900 miles during
1966, an increase of 320 persons and 70,581 miles, the average number of miles per patient carried by
ambulance was 6.2 as compared with 5.6 during 1966,

It must be remembered that between ten and 12 severely sub-normal children can be conveyed by
one ambulance, as against comparable figures of two or three hospital accident cases, thus affecting
the miles/patient ratio.

The average number of miles per patient will tend to increasé in the coming years due mainly to :—

() The centralisation of hospital specialist services.
{#) Early discharges from short term hospitalisation,
() The reduction of railway facilities.

() The initial movement of casualties in the Evesham area to Worcester Royal Infirmary, coupled
with their follow-up treatment.

Hospital amd Hire Car Services

In the case of the hospital car service, 30,901 patienis were carried as against 31,224 during 1966, a
decrease of 323 and the road miles covered were 354,286 as against 361,807 during 1966, during 1956
a reduction of 7,521,

In the case of hire cars 7,018 patients were carried as against 11,402 during 1966, a decrease of 4,384
and the road miles covered were 61,093 as against 95,921 during 1966, a reduction of 34,828,

‘We are extremely grateful to all the drivers we have who have worked so hard to maintain an extremely
efficient service. It has certainly proved to be a most useful auxiliary to the main ambulance service.
The number of car drivers remains fairly constant although additional volunteers would be an asset in
certain parts of the County.

New Ambulances

The 25 cwt. Customs Van has been converted for ambulance work and during the year we received
ten of these conversicns.

In all aspects it is much better for emergency work, it is a speedier vehicle with more comfort for the
patient. It incorporates many new modifications which enables it to deal with any emergency.,

Among the improvements is a fixed point for plugging in a premature baby unit and a dual electrical
system, which ensures that standing at an accident with lights and apparatus in use does not run the

engine battery down.
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The blue “ Rotating Beacon ™ is supplemented by four flashing amber lights in the continental
fashion and ensures greater safety while the ambulance is stationary.

The main criticism received is that the rear entry could be difficull when loading two-man sitting
cases and the question of modifving the rear éntry is being taken up with the body builders and vehicle
manufacturers.

Training of whole-time ambulance personnel continued during the year. One day per week was
devoied to the training in ambulance service work and Civil Defence subjects.

Warcester City and District Voluntary Ambulance Service

This Station is operated by the Worcester City and District Voluntary Committee on behall of both
City and County Local Authorities and the County Ambulance Officer, who is also the Ambulance
Officer for this Yoluntary Committee, reports that duning the year 5,968 County cases were conveyed,
covering a total of 51,114 miles, compared with 6,515 cases and 48,050 miles for 1966,

Close liaison and co-operation has been maintained between the Voluntary Commitiee and the
County Ambulance Control to eliminate wasted mileage and journeys.

We are grateful for all the assistance that has been so freely given by the volunteers from both the Si.
John Ambulance Brigade and the British Red Cross Society who atiended at the ambulance station at
Waorcester,

Throughout the year there have been very few volunteers actually undertaking duties at any of the
other County stations and although it was possible to arrange escorts for patients travelling by rail, in
some instances difficulty was experienced, !

Civil Defence—Ambulance and First Aid Section

Regular weekly training séssions were given to Civil Defence volunteers at all County districts until
March, 1967. The responsibility for this training was then transferred to the Civil Defence Authority.
On the 1st March, 1967 Mr. F. Ballard was transferred to Civil Defence Headgquarters and continued
training the volunteers until October, 1967 when he was appointed Ambulance Training Officer.

Mr. R. Jenkins resigned from the Ambulance and First Aid Section on 31st March, 1967.

Ambilance Reserve Training

Voluntary Aid Societies and Motoring Clubs were circularised offering membership to qualified
drivers. Replics have been received from many of these and enrolment of members has commenced.

Training of Peace-Time Stafl in War-Time Duties

This training commeneced in October, 1967 when training was given to ambulance staffs at regular
monthly sessions.

First Aid and Nursing Training to Local duthority S:aff:

A foll course of training in first aid and nursing was offered to County Council staff between January
and April, 1967. Approximately 50 personnel attended this,

Courses

Messrs. 5. Opgden, F. Ballard and J. Rickwood attended a iwo day Insiructors’ Conversion: Course
at the Civil Defence School, Falfield,

Mr. 5. Ogden attended a six week Ministry of Health Experimental Course at Birmingham from
2nd October 1o 10th November, 1967,

Decupational Therapy

For the first time in recent vears there were throughout the year two full-time Occupational Therapists
warking in the County.

It is pleasing to record that the Occupational Therapists are now being more gainfully mp}oﬁd on
terms commensurate with their training. They are being used more for assessing patients capabilities
and for training them in every day activities. More specific aids for daily living are being introduced
o Erat:lents and the concentrated effort in this part of the work is appreciated by both the Therapists
and patients alike. In some cases it would be more beneficial for patients if the Occupational Therapists
had access to outwork, as the selling of craft work is often a problem.

Some 200 patients received 2,080 domiciliary visits during the vear.
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Miss Proctor and Miss Young attended part of a very interesting refresher course in September run
by the Birmingham Regional Group of upational Therapists.

Convalescenece

During the year a total of 219 cases (156 females, 63 males) supported by a medical certificate were
referred for periods of convalescence. OF this number 173 were cligible under the scheme and proceeded
on convalescence to various homes, the average stay for each being two weeks. The remaining 46 patients
were fully investigated. The financial circumstances of some were such that the County Council could
not accept responsibility, but it was possible in many instances to make arrangements with a number
of Societies who have convalescent schemes for a holiday. The other cases were either withdrawn,
or were found to be unsuitable for this kind of convalescence.

Medical Comforts

Owver the last twelve months the British Red Cross Society and the 5t. John Ambulance Brigade have
again provided a most useful service by way of distributing medical loan equipment from their various
depots thr out the County. These voluntary organisations, who act as agents of the County Council,
are assisted financially towards the administrative cost but this in no way repays the voluntary time
freely given by each individual.

Medical comforts continue to be in an ever i:mmnsiu,%cdemand. particularly with regard to walking
aids and a considerable amount of new equipment has been purchased throughout the year to meet
the need.

The new scheme whereby the Geriatric Health Visitors have each been supplied with a limited amount
of apparatus has been a suceess but it is not proposed to expand the scheme further at present.

Chiropody Service

The number of treatments given under the directly provided County Service has increased from
2,121 in 1960 (nine months), to 15,812 in 1967. The total number of cases referred since the start of the
schame is 5,658,

During 1967 the Service was being given at 13 clinics or hired premises throughout the County and in
private surgeries in five areas.

The number of new cases referred during the year was 1,026 of which for one reason or another 50
did not accept an appointment : there were 97 cases on the waiting list at the end of the year.

Of the 15,812 treatments given during the year, 8,573 were at clinics, 4,681 at home and 2,558 al
chiropodists’ own surgeries. The number of treatments in 1967 was 12,468.

The number of persons who received treatment was 3,441 of whom 80.4 7%, were female and 19.6%;
male. The largest number of patients, as in 1967, comes within the age group 70-30. Tmnsﬁp;rt was
provided in 381 cases (11.16%) and home visits were made in 1,066 cases (31.22%). In cases
{18.72%) the treatment was given without charge. One expectant mother was treated during the year;
the number of handicapped persons under pensionable age was 122 (3.57 ) but of the persons over
pensionable age 823 were known to be also handicapped. Treatment is ordinarily restricted to once
every eight wecks, but on the recommendation of the chiropodist treatment at more frequent intervals
was given in 220 cases while in 323 cases treatment at intervals of longer than eight weeks was thought
by the chiropodist to be all that was necessary.

The voluntary organisations to which grants are made—the British Red Cross Society and the
W.R.V.8.—together provide a service giving about 1,000 treatments per annum.

Report by Mr. H. D. Price, M.Ch.S., S.R.Ch., Chief Chiropodist

The Chiropody Service in Worcestershire has been in operation since 1960 and there has been a
steady increase in the number of treatments given in each succeeding year.

The following table sets out an analysis of the treatments given, where done and percentage increases
on the preceding year totals.

It will be seen that last year saw a 26.7% increase in treatments given in 1966 and in part this was no
doubt due to the fact that a full time senior chiropodist—Mr. G. S. Griffiths—was appointed in
January 1967.
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I Treatments I Home Visits In Chiropodists’ Clinics

Surgeries
1962 | 5,613 , 1,061 1,976 2,576
1963 | 6,960 . 1,552 ' 358 i 5,050
. | 23.9% | 482% , 81.9% %Y
| 1964 | 9,334 : 2,382 1,003 ! 5,949
I 34.1% : 53.5% . 180%; 17.8%
| 1965 | 11,053 | 2,972 | 1,591 6,490
| 17.3% _ 24.3% | 58.6% _ 9.09%,
| 1966 | 12,468 . 3,207 2,078 ' 7,183
| 128 7.9% 30.6% 10.6%
1967 | 15,812 4,681 2,558 | 8,573
| 26.7%, 4597 23.1% : 5.4°
| |

— ——— e _—

(1960—2.121 treatments in 9 months, 1961—35,080 treatments).

The ratio of treatments given in County Clinics to that given *outside’—in private surgeries and
patients’ homes—although it showed a 547 increase on clinic treatments in 1 has gradually de-
creased in proportion and it appears that there was a large increase in home visil treatments in 1967,

Although the chiropody service is now a comprehensive one it is doubtful if the l'uliﬁulnnlial has
been reached—one nationwide survey indicates that even for one priority group—the elderly—pro
2—4 times as many people require treatment as are in fact receiving it.

Worcestershire, and indeed most County Schemes, rely to a great extent on part-time chiropodists
and it is apparent that the financial incentive is not sufficiently attractive in full-time nt to
atiract newcomers—ultimate establishment figures show a 100 %, increase in requirements for full-time,
part-time and private practitioners and it is doubtful whether this can be satisfied particularly when the
anomaly exists of part-timers being able to demand a larger income by working for more than one
authority, than can full-time equivalents.

It has been suggested that a solution to this problem would be to place the emphasis for treatment on
medical need rather than on age or alternatively to institute a School Health Service—utilising existing
full-time staff-——with private practitioners undertaking the care of other priority groups.

Health Education

This has been an active year in health education. The routine work of assisting health visitors with
their parentcrafl classes in clinics, an expansion of school programmes, and an increasing number of
requests for talks from outside organisations has left little opportunity for any specific campaigns.

There was, however, one exercise outside normal routine. This was the Three Counties icultural
Show at Malvern in June, and as it was Worcestershire's “Year' a Health Education exhibition on the
theme of *The Living Machine” was devised and proved more popular than anticipated. Care of the
heart, lungs, digestion, and nervous system and teeth was demonstrated by illuminated, animated models
and cartoon type deawings. Part of the marguee was set aside for health education films and the
demonstration of emergency resuscitation, and staff were available continually to discuss and answer
questions on any aspect.  The exhibition was well patronised and the venture considered worth while.
Much of the material has been used subsequently for leetures and display.

Training

Dr. D. E. Thompson and Dr. J, Twomey, Assistant County Medical Officers, and Mrs. J. Lewis,
Health Visitor, participated in a 3 day Joint Conference ‘Education and Medicine—A Partnership in
Health Education.’

Miss L. Mee of the health education section attended a training course in Birmingham in *In-Service
Training."

The Chairman of the Health Committee and the Health Education Officer attended the Central
Council for Health Education annual cenference on *Health Edueation during the next Decade.'

Health edueation stafl were involved in several staff meetings and training courses, within this depart-
ment, and in co-operation with the Children’s and Education departments.
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ACTIVITIES

Smoking and Health

_Continued importance is given to this topic. Talks were given in primary and secondary schools
gither as part of health education programmes or on special request from head teachers. A course of
lectures to all secondary school children in the Redditch area was conducted in co-operation with the
divisional education officer and head teachers.

Venereal Dizease

Talks are given to senior school children in the course of our own health education programmes, and
occasionally on separate request from head teachers.

Drugs

Comment here is similar to that for venereal disease as circumstances in this County do not warrant an
intensive campaign. Head teachers and youth leaders know that advice and information is always
available from the health department, and it is their decision as to whether talks and discussions are
required for those in their charge. A number of such talks have been requested.

Sex Education

This subject is normally thought of only in relation to schools. During the year, however, a small
but increasing feature has been the interested displayed by adult groups, in particular the clinic parent-
craft classes. Young mothers especially are 5::::1:'1:1% help on the ways and means of correctly sex edu-
cating their children through their early years, and this interest is encouraging.

Special Courses

The health education course at Brockhill Remand Home for Girls has continued as weekly sessions
throughout the year, the talks being shared by Miss Mee and Miss Cartwright.

A short course at Halesbury Special School was conducted for school leavers, and the weekly session
throughout the school year was continued at Stourminster.

Mental Health Service
1. Admimistration

(2) Commiltee

The County Council's powers in relation to mental health remain delegated to the Mental Health
Sub-Commitiee. The Medical Superintendents of the hospitals for the mentally disordered in Wor-
cestershire continue to attend the meetings of the Sub-Committee in an advisory capacity. Dr. A, S,
Patterson, Lea Hospital, retired at the end of August and was succeeded by Dr. G. B. Simon. Mr.
A. E. Johnson continued to act as Chairman of the Sub-Committes during 1967.

(b} Co-ordination with the Regional Hospital Board

There is close co-operation by the council’s officers with the Birmingham Regional Hospital Board
and its officers. Patients on leave from hospital are visited and supervised by the council’s officers on
behalf of the various Hospital Management Committees. There is close contact between the officers
and the medical and social work staff of the local psychiatric hospitals and regular weekly meetings
are held at the hospitals at which officers attend. The council’s officers take an increasingly larger share
in the social work necessary consequent on the discharge of patients from hospital.

Dr. M. Davies of Lea Hospital has continued to hold a clinic one morning per month in the council’s
clinic in Castle Street, Worcester to see subnormal children and their parents by appointment. The
clinic has continued monthly since November, 1964, and has proved to be both successiul and very
helpful.

2. Sraff
{a) General
_ The staff of the service consists of a lay administrative mental health officer, one administrative
assistant, five senior district mental welfare officers, nine district mental welfare officers and two trainee
mental welfare officers. A vacancy for a district mental welfare officer is being filled by a new appoint-
ment on lst January, 1968. A female district mental welfare officer has tendered her resignation to take
effect in February, 1968. A district mental welfare officer is away on course and one of the trainee
mental welfare officers is acting temporarily as a district mental welfare officer until the officer returns
in July, 1968, As there are now seven training centres in operation in the County the Sub-Committee
gave approval to the appointment of a training centre organiser and Mrs. M. Mitchell took up this
pointment on 1st September. There are thirty-cight mental health workers employed in the training
centres. Difficulties are still being experienced in recruiting persons of the right calibre to act as mental

welfare officers and training centre staff. The Elms Hostel at Kidderminster Tor the junior mentally

~— subnormal became operational in February and the stafl consists of one superintendent, one matron,

one assistant matron and six general assistants.
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(b) Grardianship and visfon

Patients under Guardianship at the end of the year numbered two. These cases are visited by both
medical and lay stafl as required. The number of severely subnormal persons under supervision at
the end of the year was 727. Patients continued to be reviewed and whenever the circumstances permit
are deleted from the supervision lists. During 1967 nineteen such cases were deleted from the list whilst
one patient died. The mental welfare officers, both male and female ,and the health visitors, continued
to visit the severely subnormal in the community (supervision, guardianship and leave of absence).
The male officers supervise the male severely subnormal, the female officers the female severely sub-
normal over the age of five years, and the health visitors supervise all severely subnormal under the
age of five years,

1967 1966
Supervisory visits to the subnormal .. 3,061 3112

(c) Vohmeary Associations :
The various voluntary welfare committess continue to work with the appropriate training centre in
their locality.

{d}y Training and Training Cenires

Al the end of 1967, 304 severely subnormal patients were receiving training. Twenty Worcester
City cases continued to attend at the Worcester Junior Training Centre, twenty-five Warley cases at
Netherend Training Centre and one Birmingham case attended for part of the year at the Redditch
Adult Training Centre.

Children at all the training centres have been given outings to pantomimes by their respective voluntary
welfare committees whilst services and Christmas parties were also held at the centres.

The Special Care Unit established at Lea Hospital accepts daily those children who are either too
young or too untrained to be coped with at one of the Authority’s training centres. At the end of the
vear there were eleven children attending daily, mainly from the Redditch and Bromsgrove areas,
transport being provided by the Authority by means of hired vehicles or, in a few cases, by an allowance
being made for petrol expenses incurred by parents taking their children to the Unit.

Daily transport to all training centres is now provided by contract arrangements with local firms.

A variety of contract outwork is being undertaken at the Redditch and Kidderminster Adult Training
Centres and also by the adult patients at Netherend Training Centre.

Approval has now been given for the work of converting the former clinic premises at Tenterfields
into a Junior Training Centre and the work will commence early in 1968. The junior patients at present
at Netherend Training Centre will then be transferred to Tenterfields, leaving the present adult patients
ai Netherend to form the basis of an adult training centre. Junior and adult patients on the waiting
list for admission will then be admitted to the respective training centres.

(&) The Ebms Hostel

As mentioned previously, The Elms received its first residents in February and at the end of the year
there were seventeen children in residence. All children attend the adjacent junior training centre and
children are admitted as the need arises. Three additional children were admitted in January, 1968.

Environmental Health Services
by
R. Colenso, M.R.S.H., MLPHE, M.ALP.HL
County Public Health Inspector
Mill and Dairies Administration

. Milk and Dairy administration suffered a blow with the widespread outbreak of foot and mouth
disease in the Autumn. Worcestershire was not the first county affected but later became implicated.
As a result of this epidemic and before the disease appeared in the county, a total prohibition on visits
by sampling stafl to farms was ordered. This had the effect of reducing the number of samples of raw
milk which were taken during the year. Investigations for the presence of brucella abortus in individual
animals were also restricted. In order to assist the Ministry control staff, which was handling the disease
in Worcestershire, the services of the Milk Sampling Officer were offered and accepted.

A further 16 pre-packed milk licences were issued during 1967, of this total three were for Ultra
Heat Treated milk, under the Milk (Special Designation) Amendment Regulations 1965. This is a
comparatively new type of milk which has been subjected to pasteurisation at a temperature of not
less than 270°F for not less than one second. This milk may be stored, unrefrigerated, for a larger
period than is possible with ordinary pasteurised milk. It is said to have a slightly different taste and
retails at a higher price than such milk.
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Myeo nuberculosis

The routine examination of milk samples for this purpose was continued 1o a reduced scale. During
the year 99 samples were biologically examined and all were found to be negative. The Ministry of
Agriculture examined 43,666 ammals in 1967 in 1,036 herds. OF these animals there were 12 reactors,
6 of which had lesions.

Brucellosix

During 1967, 799 samples of milk were examined for brucellosis. The following table shows the
position for each of the past seven years (—

Year No. of samples No. No. Tesis
examined Negafive Posirive Void
1961 33 06 7(2.2%) —
1962 169 168 1 (0.59%) -
1963 380 363 17 (455 —
1964 448 424 11 (2.5%) 13
1965 517 470 27 (5.22%) 20
1966 563 534 25 (4.47%0) 4
1967 799 762 34 (4.255) 3

Four visits were made o farmers for individual sampling of 137 animals. These investigations are
made only when a farmer agrees to remove any infected animals from his herd if and when this becomes
economically reasonable to do so. The point is also made to the farmer that the infected animals should

b e G b man marckei hat rather sent for slaughter.
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3 and 4 will be retained

may be dangerous—DO IT NOW.

Yours sincerely,
1. W. PICKUP

County Medical Officer.






Year

1961

1962

1963
1964
19635
1966
1967

Brucellosis

During 1967, 799 samples of milk were examined for brucellosis. The following table shows the
position for each of the past seven years :—

made only when a > an
economically reasonabie to do so. The point is also
k= ==l in tha ansn market hut rather sent for slaughter.

Myco iubercufosis

The routine examination of milk samples for this purpose was continued 10 a reduced scale. During
the year 99 samples were biologically examined and all were found to be negative. The Ministry of
Agriculture examined 43,666 animals in 1967 in 1,036 herds. Of these animals there were 12 reactors,
6 of which had lesions.

No. of samples
examined

33
169
80
448
517
563
799

Na. No. Tesis
Negative Positive Void
06 7(2.2%) —
168 1 (0.5950) ==
ind 17 (4.5%) -
434 11 (2.5%5) 13
470 23 (5.2% 20
534 25 (4.47%) 4
762 34 (4.25%) 3
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TIME-TABLE FOR INJECTIONS

Age Vaccine Interval (Before or
after any other
injections)
months Triple [D{:'rh:herla., Tet-
anus and Whooping
Cough) plus oral polic.
meonths Triple {DI&htherl:, Tet- | 6—8 weeks
anus and Whooping (Between Ist &
Cough) plus oral polie. | 2nd injections)
E months Triple (Diphtheria, Tet- | 4—é months
anus and Wheoping gﬂcw.rutn Ind &
Cough) plus oral polio. | 3rd injections)
Measles J—4 weeks
Smallpox 3—4 weeks
Diphtheria and Tet 4
e anus weeks
Smallpox re-vaccination 4 weeks
Tuberculosis test
B.C.G. if necessary gie
Tetanus Toxoid pl
il plus 4 weeks
Smallpex re-vaccination 4 weeks

Four visits were made to farmers for individual sampling of 137 amimals, These investigations are
farmer agrees to remove any infected animals from his herd if and when this becomes
made to the farmer that the infected animals should

d not been sampled previously would have
=pt for newly registered farms. Due to the
1e programme had to wait until 1968.

tboratory, Worcester, had undertaken an
A farmers and others associated with live-
eeord of brucellosis in the herds and took
‘ontrary to expectations this survey showed

of Agriculture started in 1967. It consists,
is scheme, which has the aim of providing
irted off slowly. By the end of the year no
s could be laid at the door of the foot and
accredited). There has been wide interest
ted into the scheme will obviously have an

ces had been issued.

eveloping on

n two days
6000- Over Bacillus
2000 2000 Coli
: present
4] i2 ——

1ese, three were unsatisfactory,












Local Inguiries (Ministry of Housing and Local Government)
Sewerage
Bromsgrove R.D. Stoke Prior Sewage Disposal.

Malvern U.D., Martley ~ Sewerage and Sewage Disposal for parts of these three districts.
R.D. and Upton R.D. parts of these ricts

Evesham R.D. Broadway and Childswickham Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
Scheme. Drainage of Bury End Area, Broadway. i .
Evesham R.DD. {S:hh:;rch Lench and Atch Lench Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
cheme.
Pershore R.ID. Bredon, Bredon's Norton, Bredon®s Hardwick and Kinsham,
Sewage Disposal Scheme,
Pershore R.D. South East Area Sewage and Sewerage Disposal scheme (Flad-

bury, Charlton, Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton, Metherton and
Grealt Comberton).

Schemes completed wnder the Acts
Bromsgrove R.D. Ash Lane to Lea End, Alvechurch Water Main Extension.

Droitwich R.D. Addis Lane, Cutnall Green
(Phase 2) Water Supply.

Upton-upon-Severn R.D. Ryalls Court Lane Water Main Extension.
swcvein Stoke and Kinnersley Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
OTKE.

Tenbury R.D. Tenbury Sewage Disposal Works.

Pasveer Ditch

A new type of aeration system of sewage purification was started in Droitwich Borough in 1966.
This works, which had been designed by a Dr. Pasveer and built under license from the Dutch Govern-
ment, is simple, cheap to build and operate. It also appeared to be very effective in purifying the sewage.

The Droitwich plant was, and is still, the largest in the country dealing with domestic sewage and it
was proposed that the system should be the subject of research. With the co-operation of the Severn
River Authority the County Council Health Committee agreed to the suggestion. The work started in
July 1967 and 1s continuing during 1968.

Members of the Public Health Sub-Committee made a tour of inspection of some sewage disposal
works. This included the above ditch. Members appeared to find the visits very interesting.

Fluoridation

During 1967, 105 samples of water, drawn from areas in Worcestershire which received Birmingham
Elan Water, were taken and analysed to ascertain the é?mpun':on of added fluoride ion. These samples,
which are in addition to those taken by Birmingham City and other authorities, were found to have not
more than the permitted proportion.

Inguiries were continued during the year into various systems of fluoridation and control methods.
This was with particular reference to the proposed commencement of fluoridation in the area of the
East Worcestershire Waterworks Eamgany. Plans for the construction of buildings were well in hand
or mm‘?lnted by December, During 1968 it is hoped to start fluoridation at at least one water station.
This will supply treated water to both Warwickshire and Worcestiershire,

(G ypsies

The problem of accommodation for gypsies made little progress. Meetings of local authority sur-
veyors and planning stafl were held but no site was chosen. Complaints of nuisances, caused by the
presence of ** travellers ™ in various parts of the county, continuing to be heard.

Ammospheric Pollution

Research was initiated by the Warren Springs Laboratory in 1965 into the degree of air pollution in
rural areas. This work is financed by the County Council and continued into its second year in Upton-
upon-Severn Rural District. The County Council joined the West Midland Council for Clean Air.
This council expanded its interest into ** noise control * during the year.

Swimniing Pools

There were 17 swimming pools in use at schools in the county, plus five learner pools. This total is
increasing cach vear. All these pools and a number at private schools were visited regularly during the
season. Pool side tests of the chlorine content and pH were made. Bacteriological and the occasional
chemical samples were taken. Generally conditions were very satisfactory, except at the learner pools,
where the comparatively large amount of use caunsed some problems.

Advice on the maintenance of standards at these pools is given.
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Annual Report of the County Welfare Officer for the Year 1967
National Assistance Act, 1948

Residential Accommodation

I am pleased o mgort that although some unaveidable delay oceurred, the conversion of Areley
House, Stourport-on-Severn into a home for 45 old persons and the extension of Swinford Old Hail
and stroctural alterations to the old building were completed and it was possible towards the end of
the year to use the additional accommodation.

Many old persons accommodated in homes clsewhere in the county who were originally admitted
from the Stourport-on-Severn and Stourbridge areas were transferred in accordance wi their wishes to
Areley House and Swinford Old Hall respectively. Not only was the general waiting list of applicants
for residential accommodation reduced to some extent by beds becoming available at other homes by
such transfers, but it was possible to effect a further reduction in the number of beds reserved for the
County Council’s use in Kidderminster General Hospital (Bewdley Road), a Regional Hospital Board
establishment, from 70 to 60. It is hoped to make a further reduction fairly early in 1968. A small
rtductin]n was also made in the number of beds reserved for the Council’s use at Bromsgrove General
Hospatal,

Although the provision of the additional accommodation is most welcome, the stage of development
of the building programme gives no cause for complacency. This programme is well behind schedule
due te several reasons not the least being the difficulty previously experienced in obtaining suitable
sites although some property was purchased at Redditch late in the year on which to erect a home of
45 beds together with a day centre for old, blind and other handicapped persons. The purchase of a
site from Malvern Urban District Council mentioned in previous reports has still not been 2
A sile at Evesham was purchased in 1965 but building has not yet started despite the efforts made by
the County Council, and the position at the time of writing this report is that the Ministry of Health
have refused to allow a day centre to be erected on the same site as a new purpose-built home. In view
of this, the plans were being revised to provide a home of 50 beds instead of 40 as originally planned
and it was not possible to submit these plans before the end of the vear.

A lurther review of the ten year plan for development of residential accommodation was made 1o cover
the decade ending 31st March 1978, and although, in view of the country’s economic position and re-
strictions on expenditure, this plan may now only be of academic interest, it provi for 13 new
purpose-built homes which together with the homes retained by the County Council would give 820
beds under their direct control within the period covered by the plan,

In this plan regard was had to the desire of the Minister of Health for the replacement and closure

of each former Public Assistance Institution including joint-user establishments. These are H,
Pershore ; Laburnum House, Upton-on-Severn, and the Council’s reserved accommodation at
Bromsgrove General Hospital ; Avonside Hospital, Evesham and Kidderminster General Haospital
(Bewdley Road). The closure of these establishments together with a small home at Malvern during
the period under review would result in a net gain of 138 beds over the number currcntly available.

The number of 820 beds to be aimed at was put forward having regard also to some possible effect on
residential accommodation of anticipated increased population in certain areas of the county mainly
by * overspill ” from Birmingham at Droitwich and Redditch and the ingreasing use of the serviee
for providing old people with a short stay in residential accommodation to enable relatives with whom
they normally resided to have a rest or to go on holiday. At the same time due regard has been had on
the other hand to services which have the effect of heiping old people to remain in their homes much
longer than would otherwise be possible, namely, the provision in eo-operation with housing authorities
of special housing for the elderly, with a warden to keep an eve on the elderly residents and the many
domiciliary services for the aged, such as meals-on-wheels, home-help service, visiting and social clubs.

In the result the figure of 820 beds is considered 1o be a realistic conception of the need for residential
accommodation during the next ten years.

Applications for the Provivion of Residential Accommodation
Statements are attached showing for the year ended 31st December 1967,
(1) the number and age groups of persons admitted to residential accommaodation,
{2) the number of persons not admitted and the reasons therefor,
(3) the number of applications for the provision of temporary accommodation and how dealt with, and
{4) an analysis of applications by districts.

Although in totals the figures show little difference from those for 1966 there are a few points which
are worth mentioning.
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During 1967, the number of ]Eerscms accommodated for short periods to enable relatives or friends
looking after them to go on holiday, or during the illness of such relatives or friends, increased by 18
over the 1966 figure.

The number of persons admitted direct from mental hospitals increased by 15 and there was an in-
crease of 48 in the number of persons transferred from one home to another to be nearer relatives or
rﬁp{cnds or to be provided with accommodation more suited to their needs as compared with the 1966

gures.

Social Welfure of Residents

The interest taken in previous years by persons individually and collectively in the social welfare of
the residents was well maintained during 1967 and the old people have benefited in many ways by the
efforts made to augment those of the staff to help and entertain the old people and to provide more
variety in their lives.

Special Housing for Old People— Wardens Schemes

The provision of special housing for the elderly with a warden 1o exercise some measure of kindly
but unobtrusive supervision of the old people is given a high degree of priority in Worcestershire in
co-operation with housing authorities as being a service supplemented where required by statutory
and voluntary domiciliary services enabling old people to preserve their independence by remaining in
their own homes longer than would otherwise be possible. As previously mentioned this service is one
to which regard was had in assessing the number of beds in residential accommodation considered to
be needed in the long term.

At the end of 1967 there were 40 schemes in operation covering 1,136 units and accommodating 1572
old people. From information supplied by housing authorities it was originally anticipated that the
number of completed schemes would have been greater but owing to various factors several proposed
new schemes did not materialise by the 31st December 1967 although there was reason to believe that
six new schemes would be lunclioning soon afterwards,

The measure of co-operation secured with housing authorities may be gauged from the fact that their
proposals include the provision of a further 15 schemes during the financial year 1968/69.

Flashing Light Warning Systems

At the end of 1967 the flashing light system had been installed in 593 dwellings provided by district
councils for old people and where the district councils considered it desirable for this system to be
installed as the dwellings were not covered by a wardens scheme.

In addition to the warning bell system which is always provided from each old person’s dwelling
covered by a warden scheme to the warden’s accommodation, flashing lights have been provided in 269
such dwellings as an extra means of summoning help in an emergency.

As mentioned in my previous report, fixed flashing light systems are not generally provided in private
dwellings occupied by elderly people because of the possible change of tenants not needing such a
warning system. There are available, however, portable battery operated units for elderly persons
living alone where required and particularly for those awaiting admission to county homes.

Clibs for the Elderly

There were 81 clubs of various types for the elderly at the end of the year as compared with 75 at the
end of 1966. These clubs include 60 clubs for the elderly and 3 open all-day clubs run by the W.R.V.S,,
4 clubs and 1 open all-day club run by the B.R.C.S., 12 clubs run by various voluntary organisations
in'the county and 1 all-day club run by the Bromsgrove Association for the Welfare of Old People.

These clubs have proved a valuable source of providing entertainment and companionship for elderly
people as well as muinF the members of the voluntary organisations running the clubs to maintain
contact with elderly people and visit them when ill and unable to get to club meetings.

Many residents of the county homes derive pleasure in taking part in the activities of these clubs.
The amenities available at the open all-day clubs where the old people can obtain hot meals or snacks
are also greatly appreciated and are very popular.

Much praise is due to the members of the voluntary organisations running the clubs and who spend
?he gmntb 1 of time and effort in organising activities and entertainment for the old people attending
clubs,
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Meals on Wheels and Meals in Day and
Lunchean Clubs for the Elderfy

Excluding the number of meals (5,033) supplied by the meals on wheels service in Oldbury which was
transferred to Warley County Borough Council on the 1st April 1966, the total number of meals suppli
to old people in their own homes during 1966 in the county was 70,771. The total number in 1967 was
79,627 and this reflects the steady overall development of the service despite the fact that due to cir-
cumstances beyond their control the W.R.V.5. had to suspend the services temporarilyin one small area.

In addition the number of mid-day meals provided at the several day and luncheon clubs during
1966, again excluding the Oldbury figure (521) was 28,189, During 1967 the number of meals was
30,255

There 15 no doubt that the work done by those engaged in these services contributes in no small
measure to the well-being of the elderly and great praise is due to the voluntary workers who give so
ungrudgingly of their time and efforts.

Registration and Inspoction of Disabled
Persons and Ofd Persons” Homes

At the 31st December 1967 there were 22 private and voluntary homes for disabled and old persons
registered by the Counly Council under Section 37 of the Mational Assistance Act, 1948, providi
accommodation for 329 persons. One new home was registered during the year but three homes ¢l
down,

The 22 homes comprised two voluntary homes for the elderly, two voluntary homes for handicapped
persons and 18 private homes for the elderly.

There were also two homes for the elderly run by the British Red Cross Society, providing accommo-
dation for 38 old people, but these homes are exempt from registration.

All homes were visitéd and inspected regularly to ensure that good standards of accommodation and
services for the residents were maintained, and any matters requiring to be dealt with in the interesis of
the residents were brought to the notice of the proprietors who were found to be co-operative and
amenable to advice. ]

Welfare Services for the Blind and Partiafly Sighred
1. Bilind Persons

{a) Registration

The number of persons registered in the County as blind as at the 31st December 1967 was 774 (316
men, 458 women). The increase over the 1966 figure was only 20 (7 men, 13 women). In conformity
with the pattern over recent years the overall increase is accounted for by persons in the * over 65 years”
age group and the preponderance of women is even more marked.

The number of school age children is reduced from 18 to 16 but in the * under 5 years * age group the
number is now seven compared with four in 1966 and only two in 1965,

During the year there was a quite substantial reduction in the number of new registrations from 128
effected in 1966 to 100 in 1967. There was a further small increase in the incidenee of the elderly who
were represented by 8675, of the total of new registrations against 857% in the previous year,

(b} Employmeni

Sheltered Workshops in Birmingham and Waolverhampton employed lfour Worcestershire blind per-
sons as in the previous vear (three men. one woman). In all cases the County Council supplemented
carnings and contributed a share of trading loss. However from July a National agreement rescinded
the system of individual augmentation of wages for a normal wage system. Whilst simplifying ad-
ministration the new procedure is unlikely to reduce local authority financial commitment.

There has been no change in the number of 15 persons (10 men, five women) included in the Council's
Homeworkers' Scheme. The bi-annual inspection by officers of the Ministry of Labour took in
1967 and the Ministry report indicated a satisfactory position with the workers generally ing the
required minimum earnings. Comment was made on the high standard of supervision and the extent
of assistance given in disposal of finished goods. During the 1966/67 financial year the value of goods

and materials turnover amounted to £5.863.

Sales income from the retail shop in The Tything which has a handicapped person as assistant, was
£2 478 with a gross profit of £628 (34%, on cost). This is a very considerable improvement on the 1965/66
gross profit uﬁ'ﬂl {28 % on cost) but the increase in trade shown by the risc in sales income from the
previous year's figure of £1,780 15 even more encouraging.

In 1967 there was another rise in the number of persons employed in ordinary unshellered employ-
ment from 48 to 52. The work concerned covers a wide field in industry, commerce and the professions
and shows the continued success of modern placing policy.
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(c) General social welfare

Supportive services for blind persons in the community were provided throughout the year ranging
from intensive casework and rehabilitation to the supply of various aids and advice on statutory and
voluntary sources ol help.

Instruction in Braille and Moon was given in appropriate individual cases and grant aid to the
National Library for the Blind was given at the rate of £3 per blind reader. In 1967 there were 35
regular readers of Braille or Moon library books in the County, all receiving a free service.

The Worcestershire County Association for the Blind, working in close association with the statutory
service was particularly active through the local branches in arranging and grant-aiding holidays taken
by Worcestershire residents at the London Association for the Blind Holiday Home in Weston-super-
sMare. The Association continued to pay the rentals of Talking Book machines issued in the County
?n:dmrt able to meet the demand for free wireless sets, as agents for the British Wireless for the Blind

und.

The number of Social Clubs/Handicraft Clubs has remained at six but the Association had some
difficulty in maintaining the frequency of meetings due to increasing costs of transport. The County
grant was raised from the 1st October from £100 1o £200 per annum to cover these increased costs.

2. Partially Sighted Persons

The number on the partially sighted register resumed its upward trend in 1967 with a total of 127
(61 men, 66 women). The increase over the 1966 total was 13 (seven men, 6 women).

In registration * Class A’ there were 43 persons—regarded as near and prospectively blind (age 16
and over). The other two groups comprised * Class B —mainly industrially handicapped, age 16 and
over, with 19 persons and * Class C "—requiring observation only, aged 16 and over, with 35 persons.
In addition there were 10 children of school age on the register.

The increase in number in 1967 was confined to persons expected to become blind and children in the
age range 5—13 years.

Many partially sighted persons required and were provided with the specialist services appropriate
to the blind. In other cases assistance was given under the scheme for the general classes of the handi-
capped but particular attention was paid to * follow-up * visits after certification to ensure as far as
possible adherence to recommended ophthalmic, medical or surgical treatment.

3. Register of Blind and Partially-Sighted Persons

(a) Incidence of Blindness

During 1967 the number of Forms B.D.§ completed in respect of persons over school age (excluding
Oldbury) was 131, viz. males—53, females—78, as compared with 131 in 1966, Of these 98 were certi-
fied blind, 27 partially-sighted and six not blind or partially sighted. The examinations were carried out
by 19 ophthalmologists and in 20 cases domiciliary visils Were necessary. There were 12 pe-examinations
—six persons who were previously partially-sighted were certified blind ; three who were previously
certified not blind nor partially-sighted, were certified blind ; and three were again certified partially-
sighted.

OF the 119 new cases dealt with during the year the sources of reference were as follows :—
_{a} General Practitioners . . . b - A

(b) Other medical sources (mainly ophthalmologists) .. 64

(c) Ministry of Social Security .. =2 s e

{d) Other lay sources (welfare officers, neighbours, etc.). . 12
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(b) Follow-up of Registered Blind and Partially-Sighted Persons

: | Cause of Disability J

Cataract | Glau:?:uma Macular Degen, Others
' Blind | P/S | Biind | P/ | Bind | P/S B]inl:li /S
| () Number of cases registered, | |

|
s |
| () Mo Treatment .. i L 2 | 9 3 2 [ I 30 | [
! (&) Medieal .. .2 b = 4 1 1 — 10 1
| fomil i AN S B D TR M SRR R 0
| Gt o o e S T = 1| 1 | = |3 1

(). (d) above, which on fol-
low-up action have received
treatment :

| (ii) Number of cases at (i) (b), | ' ‘

e ;i4 2 z_-.‘u 2
1 1 | I

General Classes of Handicapped Persons

(1) Regisiraiion

The number of persons registered as at the 315t December 1967 was 1,358 (641 men, 717 Women).
Following a revision of the form of statistical return submitted to the Ministry a more detailed break-
down of numbers by age group is presented ;—

Age Men Warmen Tarals
Linder 16 . 21 85
16—29 .. e | (13 1o
p—ao e &l 208
0—ad er. L0 178 354
65 and over .. 178 369 547

a E 1,358

As with other groups of the handicapped there are more women than men and a high proportion of
the elderly, but the trend is not nearly so marked. Unfortunately it is not possible to draw any sophisti-
cated conclusions from the statistics as to the incidence or distribution of general handicap in the
population, cither locally or nationally, in the way which is perfectly feasible where the blind are con-
cerned. The incentive to register with the local authority is not as powerful and the definition of general
handicap does not lend itself to the same ision. The one inescapable conclusion is that the register
shows only a proportion of those eligible for inclusion, a pointer to this being the steady and substantial
annual increase of registrations, these possibly influenced by the extended amount and range of social
welfare services available. The increase in the 1967 figure over the preceding vear is 143, a rate which
has been maintained for some years. The major handicaps included in the total, so far as numbers are
concerned. are still organic nervous discases and arthritis or rheumatism.

(2} Srructural Alterations arnd Aids

The main structural alterations carried out to the homes of disabled persons in the year have included
provision of ground floor toilets, handrails, ramps, drives, footpaths and pavement Crossings.

Other alterations have included provision of a covered entrance, a sliding door, a bath chain and bar
hoist and a gas fire. In one special case the Committes agreed to pay for a telephone rental,

Many small aids have been provided both by the department and by the British Red Cross Society.
Amongst the more expensive aids provided under the Council's scheme on * permanent loan ” geriatric
a!:.’:im self-raising fireside chairs have been in particular demand and, as in former years, toilet and bath
aid

Expenditure in 1967 totalled £510 on structural alterations and £519 on aids and gadgets. Whilst
the expansion of this valuable service is evident from the expenditure figures it is certain that a large
area of need is still unmet.
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(3) Cenires and Ourwork for the Handicapped

The two centres in temporary premises at Halesowen and Pershore were both open for two days each
week and on average 50 handicapped persons made regular use of the facilities at one or the other.

In the middle of the year a second * mini-bus * equipped for the transport of handicapped persons to
and from the centres was brought into use,

Experience with the operation of the centres has confirmed the need for expansion of the service and
plans were formulated during the year for provision of a purpose-designed Day Centre during 1968/69
at either Redditch or Droitwich.

(4) Social Aceivities

The number of social clubs for the handicapped rose from 10 to 11. Eight of these are run by the
British Red Cross Society and three by the Women's Royal Voluntary Service. In addition a newly
formed handicraft club for the you disabled, run by a former member of staff, attracted grant aid
from the Council, and preliminary discussions were held with the British Red Cross Society on the
possible provision of a voluntary centre in purpose-built premises in Evesham.

The annual holiday organised by the Welfare Department in co-operation with the B.R.C.S. and
W.R.Y.5. was held at Westward Ho ! 139 handlcadppcd persons took part in this week's holiday and
they were accompanied by 111 personal helpers and two staff members. The camp charge was £9 per
person and the Welfare Committee agreed to a grant of £6 per head for each handicapped person.

(5) Disabled Drivers

During 1968 a total of 28 identification badges, designed to assist disabled drivers in overcoming to
some extent parking and traffic difficultics, was issued. The total number of Worcestershire drivers
holding badges is now 169. The length of validity of the badges has been increased from two' years to
five years as from 1967 and the paper yellow discs have been replaced by a more durable plastic type.

(6) Admissions to Homes

The number of handicapped persons (excluding the Blind and Deaf) in residential accommodation
as at the 31st December 1967 is shown in the following table. Categories and definitions accord with the
annual return to the Ministry of Health,

County Homes  Other Voluntary
Worcestershire LA, Homes Homes
{a) Physically handicapped :
Aged .. .. fal D T — 9
MNon-aged T ¥, i e i oo 14 2 9
185 2 18
(h) Mentally handicapped
Aged .. o - o e o .. 102 — 1
Mon-aged o fd o 5 5 .. 26 -= —_
128 - 1

The increases over the 1966 figures are 10 in the case of the physically handicapped and 14 in the case
of the mentally handicapped where the County Homes are concerned, both increases occurring in the
aged group. There is virtually no change in other Homes.

The policy of integrating mentally handicapped clderly people into the existing Homes has worked
very well in most instances but will need to be kept under review. At the moment mentally handicapped
persons occupy nearly 18% of the average 730 places in the County Homes.

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons

(1) Registration
This register is maintained according to three classifications and details of the number of persons
registered as at the end of 1967 are as follows :—

Age Deaf Deaf Hard of

; with speech  without speech  hearing
Linder 16 Men Ak 1 13 11
Women .. 2 9 12
16—29 Men o 13 5 13
Women .. i 3 9
30—49 Men L 9 2 12
Women . & 3 9
50—o64 Men ! a fi 26
Women .. & 2 21
65 and Men . 10 4 52
over Women .. 21 7 138
79 58 303
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