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Ambulance

Servicea:

This service is now an effective operational
unit, It will be seen from the body of the report
that there is en establishment of 90 driver/attendants
but with the continued demends for hospital treatment
and general expension in population it might well
prove necessary to seek a further establishment incrsaasa,

An interesting innovation during the year was the
introduction of four-wheeled drive ambulances for usa
in remote rural ereas and '"off the beaten track'.
There is no doubt that these wehicles will prove to be
a most useful asset to the ambulance service.

Motorway casualties create new problems but
through the goodwill end understanding of the Counby
surveyor and the Chief Consteble, strategic pointa
for stand-by have been established in order to effect
a quick turnout. Additional training iz now undertaken
by Ambulance personnel to deal with the new seriocus
types of injuries caused by high speed motorway crashes,

It will be seen from the body of my report that at
times throughout the year the midwiflery staff wers very
hard pressed to maintain en efficient 24 howr servica.
This is a national problem but I feel that great credit
should be accorded to the county staff for maintaining
the domieiliary services under difficult circumstances
and I do indged offler them my thanks and congratulations,
At no time did & maternity case, having come to the
notice of the health department, have to be refused the
services of & midwife through lack of staff,

Yat another increase in the number of illegitimate
births has been recorded and the report of the diocesan
moral walfare worker seta put most clearly the type of
casa which requires assistanca.

During the last decade there hns been a dramatic
change in the role of the health visitor. The services
of these specialist nurses are now sought after most
freely both by mothers and fathers as well as general
practitioners. It is, therefore, essential for tham to
have some base of operations where messages can be aent
and received. This office accommodetion is meost
conveniently situated at & cliniec but some clinlcs are
held in premises which are rented for one half day per
week and no other accommodation is available, BSome
type of office accommodation either for single or
Joint use iIs eminently dezireble,

The attendances at Child Welfare Clinics continus
to inecrease and thelr popularity and usefulness ara
beyond guestion,

This trend in the fiecld of preventive medicine is
to be encouraged end it is most gratifying that the
geriatric health visitors who are concérned with the
elderly and chronic sick have established a good
liaison with the hospital staffs, general prectitioners
and other local authorities' services,
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At the time of writing this report I am pleased
to record that the County Council have approved the
appointment of a full-time health education officer,
This progressive step will enable the department to
undertake the essential publicity and propaganda
which is now a vital part of the work of preventive

maliicinﬂ-
Hental I am pleased to record that this was a much
Health happier year aince we had no further setbacks or
Service: serdous frustrations over the acquisition of sites

on which to build. Leter comment is made on
Redditch Adult Training Centre which to date is
approaching completion and a tender has also bsen
aceapted for the erection of the Junior Training
Centre, Adult Training Centre and Junior Hostel
at Kidderminater.

The need for good relationships is never more
important than between persons whe are in actual
contact with patienta whether they be hospital staff
or field workers., These perscnal contacts are
easentinal and lead to o elose liajson with all
concerned. I am happy to say that such is the
position in Worcestershirs,

Welfare Reference i3 made in the comprehensive report
Services: produced by #r. R. A. McDonald, the County Yelfare

0fficer, to the many services now being provided
throughout the County for the benefit of all
concernad including the aged, handicapped, blind
and deaf persons,

It is indeed most frustrating that persistent
dif'ficulties are being experienced over the purchase
of suitable sites for o0ld people's homes.

The schemes for the proviasicn of Meals on
Wheels and Heals in Clubs continue to expand and I
weuld wish to be azsociated with Mr, McDonald's
remarks in congratulating the Women's Woluntary
Service for their fine echievement,

Environmental I would like to reecord the retirement on the
Services: 30th June, 1963, of Mr. R. . T. Owen from his

position of County Public Health Inspector. Mr. Owen,
who had been in the employmant of the Worcestershire
County Council since the 9th September, 1935, was
primarily responsible for many schemes throughout the
County on Water Supplies, Sewerage and Sewnge Disposal
Schemes, Milk and Dairies Administration and also
Caravan Sites, Housing (Rural Workers) Acts and
Hop-pickera' accommodation,

The County Geuncil have lost a most experienced,
able and reliable of'ficer who knew every water-coursa
end sewer outfall in the County, Moreover, he was a
gentleman with a pleasing and sympathetic persornality
which enabled him to establish a comprehensive and
embracing liaison with his colleagues of the district
and borpugh councils to their mutunl advantage,

Fage L
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Pinance and Feneral Purposes Sub-Committee

Mr. 8. T. Melsom, 0.B.E. (Chairman)

The Chairman of the County Council

The Vice=Chairman of the County Council

The Chairman of the Health Committee

The Vice-Chairman of the Health Committee
The Chaeirman of the County Finance Committes

The Chairmen of the following Sub-Committees:

Public Health

Maternity and Child Welfare
Ambulance, Prevention and After-Care
Mental Health

Welf'are

Maternity and Child Welfare Sub-Committee

Mrs. H. C. M. Porter (Chairman)

Mr. D. G. Dymott Mr, W. Perrins

Mrs, A. Gunn lMrs, R. Starkie
Mrs, M. B. Matty Miss M, E, Vernon
Wiss E. M. Newth Mr, G, Willetta

Mr. J. G. Parker ¥r. J. H. Wooldridge

The Chairman of the County Council

The Vice-Chairman of the County Council
The Chairman of the Health Committes ex=-officio
The Vice-Chairman of the Health Committee
The Chairman of the County Finance Committee

S M

C—u-uetﬁd Members:
Mizs T. M. Ashwin Mrs. R. Lane
Dr. W, K, Blore ) one only iiszs H., M, Pollard
Dr, R, 8, MacArthur ) to attend. Mrs, J. C. Wilson
hental Health Sub-Committee

Mr. J. W. Bright (Chairman)

Mra, J. F. Goode Mrs, H., C. M. Porter
¥rs, B. E. Hibberd ¥rz, R, Starkie

¥r, A. E. Johnson dr. Ha J. Toohky

Mra. M. B. Matty Mr, E. A. W, Treadgold
Hr.. J. G’l. PiEI.I"kBI" '&'. J. H.. I#ﬂﬂldridsg‘
H.I“... W; Perrins

The Chairman of the County Council )

The Viee-Chairman of the County Council

The Chairman of the Health Gommittee ex=off'icio

The Vige-Chairman of the Health Committes
The Chairman of the County Finance Committee

Co=opted Hembers:

Mrs, T. H. Charles Mrs, F. Salmon

Dr. W. R. Blore ) one only ¥r. H. W, Sanders

Dr. R, S, MacArthur ) to attend. Miss D, S, Tomkinson, 0.B.E,,lLA,
Mrs. F. Pratt
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The following table has been prepared to give brief information on the
causes of death of children under five years of age:

Causes of Death of Children 0 - 5 years of age - 1963

O=1week | 1 - L4 weeks|1~- 12 mths | 1 = 5 years
Cause of death No, of| % | No, of] % | Ho, of] % { Ko. of %
Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths
| Presaturity 45 |s2%] 2 | w®| - -
Pulmonary conditions B o 3 20% 17 I8% L 13%
Birth Trauma 6 e - 2 6%
Congenital 15 | 18% 5 | 36%] 1w | 3% 9 27%
Abnormalities
Rhesus Incompatibility 5 &% - - =
Infections other than - 2 1455 L 9%l & 13%
Pulmonary
Melignant conditions = - = L 13%
Lecidents - - a8 158% 8 25%
Other causes T B 2 145 2 L% 1 3%
TOTAL 86 1L 45 32

Congenital Abnormalities

Thers were 43 deaths from congenital abnermalities of children under
five years during 1963, the defects being as follows :=

l. ibnormalities of the central nervous system 17
2. Heart lesions 15
3. Abnormalities of the urino genital system
L. Abnormalities of digestive {ract

5. OSevere limb and other deformitica

6, Metabolic disordera

7+ Details not known 2

Arrangements have been made for the notification of all congenital
abnormalities in both live and still births starting from January 1st,
1964 in accordance with the requirecents of the Ministry of Health,

o= R
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Illegitimacy

It will be seen from the following report of the diccesan moral
welfare worker that Barsham House, Malvern, was opened during the
year as a mother and baby home for the unmarried mother and her baby.
The home, which will serve a great need, will be run by the Worcester
diocesan moral welfare association and a total of up to 16 girls
can be taken at any one time.

The diccesan moral welfare association also aect as the Council's
agent im outdoor moral welfare work,

8t. Catherine's is another mother and baby home in Malvern
but eaters for the older baby whose mother is fit to go out to
work.

Report by Diocesan Moral Welfare Worker

During the year 289 expectant mothers were referred to the
diccesan workers; 249 were unmarried girls and 4O were married
women whose expected child did not belong to her husband, OFf the
parried women some were separated, divoreced or living apart from
their husbands, and a few were living with their husbandz or
were reconciled after the birth.

0f the 109 who were admitted to mother and baby homes 77
lived the County area and 69 received help with their fees through
the health department of the County Council while eight paid their
own fees. 172 mothers stayed in their own homes, with friends
or in ledgings until confined in hospital and took the baby heome
with them or were helped by a foster mother until cother plans had
been mede. In eight ceses help was refused or the mothers lef't
the area.

Of the 289, there were - 196 babies born by 31lst December 1963,
3 babies were atill-born.
1 mother miscerried,
Bl babies were unborn at 3lst
December, 1963,
8 mothers refused help or left
the area,

Of the 196 babies born = 75 were placed for adoption.

94 wera kept by their mothers.
in her own home or lodgings.

9 went to foster-mothers,

5 went to locael authority nurseries,

5 went to private nurseries,

1l was still in hespital at J1lst
December 1963,

7 were still in mother and baby
homes.

0f the unmarried girls, 30 were under 17 years of age at the date
of birth of the child; one was still at school when she became
pregnant; 18 were 16; 10 were 15 and two aged 14 years. Of the
fathers of these babies, 26 were known and interviewed by the
Diocesan Moral Welfare Workers. 23 were under 21 years of age,
four were 16, four were 17 and one was 15.

Barsham House, Malvern, the dioccesan mother and baby home,
opened and admitted the first expectant mothers on Bth March, 1963,
and the total admissions during the yeer were 51; 31 of these
ware from the County area. Four mothers left, for wvarious reasons,
before the birth of the child, L1 babies had been born and five
were 3till unborn on the 351st December 1963.
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Family Planning Clinics

Throughout the County the family planning asscciation now hawve
& number of branches and c¢linics are held in Kidderminster, 0ldbury,
Redditch, Worcester and Birmingham where Worcestershire patients can
ettend. The Committee of one of these clinics applied for financial

assistance during the year and a small grant was approved by the
County Council,

Marriage Guidance

Grants were made to the Birmingham Marriage Guidance Council
and to Worcester and Distriect Marriage Guidance Council during the
year,

Ante-natal and Post-natal Clinics

As general practitisners are nsw undertaking the medical care
of expectant mothers, arrangements were made during the year to
close the ante-natal clinic at Halesowen. In order to overcoma any
problems the Birmingham Regional Hospitel Beard were offered the use
of the clinic premises to take blood from these patienta for the
usual tests if a member of the pathological service could be made
availahla, This was not, however, found to be poasible and therefore
arrangement s were made for the patients to attend the nearest hospital
for this purpose if the general practitioner himself did not wish to
take the blood samples.

The Kidderminster ante-natal clinie is now the only one in the
County, excluding O0ldbury, at which there is a medical officer in
attendance and the need for this clinic will cease when the midwifery
training school closes during 196L,

Midwived ante-natal clinies continue to be held throughout the

County in distriet rooms, clinic premises and general practitioners'
surgeries.

Eotherereft and Relaxation Clasazes

These classes, conducted by health visitors, midwives and
physiotherapists continue to be well attended and are a means of
teaching young mothers the way to bring up healthy and happy
families at a time when they are in a particularly receptive mood.
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Midwifery Service

(Section 23 - National Health Service Act, 19.6.)

Domiciliary midwives attended 2,592 births during the year of
whom only 26 bad failed to book a doctor. This accounted for 32%
of the total births to county mothers., Of the remaining 5,598
births which took place in hospital or nursing homes, 2,453 were
discharged homs before the tenth day and nursed at home by the
domiciliary midwives.

District Midwifery Staff

At the end of the year the equivalent of 56,2 full-time
midwives being employed compered with the equivalent of 57.5 at the
end of the previous year. This does not, however, give a true
picture of the situation, for there were five vacancies and two
midwives off sick for prolonged pericds, and the shortage of staff
was concentrated in two areas, Thus there were times when the
midwifery service was extended to its limit and off duty periods
and holidays had to be foregone temporarily. Nevertheless the staff
co-gperated to the full and the patients all received adequate care
and attentisn,

The birth rate was beginning to rise at the end of the year and
the number of bookings for 1964 showed a marked increase, so that
staff shortages may be felt even more acutely in the new year,

Analgesia

During the year midwivaes attended lectures on the administration
off trilene at Ronkswood and Bromsgrove Maternity Units. There were
five sets of trilene apparatus in use at the end of the year.

Practising Midwives in the County

Fifty-five hospital midwives and seven private midwives
notified their imtention to practise during the year.

Pupil Midwives

Saventeen pupil midwives completed their district training
during the year as part of & Part II midwifery course, thres of
them wholly on the district.

Premature Births

There were 502 premature live births and 73 premature still-
births in the county during the year, Fifty-four of the babies
born alive died before reaching four wecks in age.

Stillbirths

There were 121 stillbirths, seventy-three of them being
premature,

Maternal Deaths

There were two maternal deaths dus to pregnancy during the
year. One was due to pelvic thrombosis at the 2hth week of
pregnancy, and the second was due to renal failure following a
self indueced abortion. Two further deaths assceciated with pregnancy
occurred, one just after the birth of a baby and dus to carcinoma of
the colon; the other also following the birth of & baby where death
was caused by staphylococcus septicacmia origimating from the patient's
own throat infection.

(The figures given under the midwifery service have not been
ad justed to take into consideration inward and outward transfers
and should therefore not be cmggggdz‘v;ith the vital statisties,)



Health Visiting
(Sontion 2 = Wational Health Service Aet, 1946 ,)

Mothers and young children

The rising birth ratc and the iuercasing popularity of the
child welfare eclinica have led to more dewmnd velng made on the
health visitors time for this more routine but nevertheless w
igportant type of work, In addition more emphasis is being placed
on the esarly disgnosis of handicaps, particularly hearing defects,
end all the children in the "at risk® group have a screening test
for hearing at seven months of age, Thesze tests are valushle not
only for checking the child's hearing but they alae provide aoma
measire of assessment of the ehild's physical and mental development,
s0 that other defects are brought to light at an eserlier age. Hore
heelth education work, too, is being underteken both in elinies,
oothereraft classes and in talks to outside groups.

A together the hanlth visitors work is increasing year by
year sp that in some arees of the county it hes been imposszihle
for routine visits to be carried out regularly. The County Council
therefore, agreed to increase the nunber of health visitors by
seven, the mpajority of these to be employed in the north of the
County where the nead was greetest, Unfortunately it hasz not bean
posaible to attract trainad heslth visitors to these poats but it

is hoped that they may ultimately be filled by health visitors whose
training has been sponscred by the County Counsil,

Another means by which the heelth visitors time may be saved ia to
give clerical assistance snd it hos been agreed that & clerk shall
be employed part time for a ftew hours anch wook in one of the clinios.

Group advisers

The increase in the wolume and complexity of the health wisitora'
work means that problems arise which must be solved immediately
and by someone on the spot, A group adviser has, thercfore, bean
appointed for the Stourbridge and Halesowen ereas to start work in
January 1964 bringing the number of such appointaents in the County
up to three.

Geriatric health visitors

Thers are now four geriatric health visitoras working in the
Evesham, Malvern, Bromsgrove and Redditch areas. A fifth vacancy
in Stourbridge and Halesowen has not yet been filled, These health
visitors act as liaison officers between hospital, general prac=
titioners and local awthority services for the cars of the elderly,
and chronic sick. In addition they form a weluable link betwecn
valuntery and atatutory bedieas. Their work has increszsed to a8 very
greet extent sinece they were appeinted and now it is diffieult to
imegine how the geriatric work could bs undertaken without them,

Health Visiting Staff at the cnd of the Year

There was a total of 90 health visitors and azix tuberculosis
health visiters giving a wholetime equivalent of 39.6 and 5
respectively. There were vacancies for two health visitor/school
nurses, three combined workers, one geriatric health visitor, omne
tuberculosis heslth v!ra:i.tnr end one group advizer,
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Home ﬁl.l:l:"'&ing
(Section 25 - National Health Service Act, 1946.)

Although the muuber of cases visited by home nurses has
fallen, the propertion of elderly potients continues to rise,
Visits to old people cannot be hurried, for it is necessary for
the nurse to spend time getting them walking again after an ill-
ness or encouraging them to get as much use 23 possible from a
ligh affected by & stroke. Relatives too must be taught the
best way of caring for the patient and encouraging him back to
independence.

Nursing Equipment on Loan

It is part of the district nurse's work, too, to know the
various types of nursing eguipment thet can be obtained on loan
from the Health Department whether from & locel depot or from the
central depot in Worcester, She can then advise the general prac=-
titioners, the patient and his relatives of the items that are
available and suited to the particular patient's needs. By the use

of 1ifting equipment the physical strain on the relatives can often
be pgreatly relieved.

Disposable Egu ipment

During the year disposable masks and syringes have been issued
and readily accepted by the nurses, The use of these items de=
creases the risk of infection and saves the nurse's time, Other
types of disposabls sguipment like gloves and catheters are grodually
becoming cheaper and it is hoped that it will soon be poasible to
atart to use them without adding to the cost of the service.

Incontinence Fada

Following the Ministry of Health Circular 14/63 on this sub-
jeot, it was decided to issus incontinence pads free of charge for
an experimental poriod in order to reduce laundering of soiled
bed linen and make it possible to nurse &t home some patients who
otherwise would have to be admitted to hospitel., The requests are
made to the leoeal distriet nurae who obtains her supplies from
the central Zepot in Worcester.

There was a fairly heavy denond for these incontinence
peds when the scheme started, 3,600 being supplied in Decexber,
but it hes been found thet they are not suitable for overy type
of incontinent patient, The requests for supplies have now rcached
a steady level and they are proving of great assistance to relatives
in many cases,

Home Nursa Attendants,

There are many old and disabled pecple who are able to look
after theuselves but who need assistance with a weckly bath. In
order to provide this service ths first home nursing attendants
have been appointed during the year. These are women who arc not
trained nurses but nevertheless have had some nursing experience.
They work under the general supervision of the geriatric health
visitors and should the paticnt's health deteriorate the case is
immedistely put under the cere of the district nurse.

The home nursing attendants are proving very popular anong
the old people. They not only help them to maintain a reasonable
astandard of cleanliness but they also provide the opportunity for
a weekly chat for the lonely. In addition a weekly check can be
the means of noting deterioration in the old person's condition
and further assistance can be sought in the sarly stages.
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Humber of Casesz for whon Domestie Help
Helps were provided Service Staflfl
Types of cases 1963 1963
Haternity 483 Full=time 33
Chronie aick & 197 Part-time 407
Tuberculous

Mentally Diszordered 20 .
Aged 65 or over 2,177 Equivalent

full-tice 239.5
Totals: 3,107 helps

County Organiser's Report

Administration

In the County 0ffice, additional clerical help has eased
pressure but it is becenming elesr that the general reaponsibility
of the service cannot be shared with the duties of W.V.35. County
Secretary. During the year four Area Organisers resigned (Halesowen,
DIroitwich, Wythall and Permure} and these services had to be main=
tained until successors were found and trained, The comperative
expenditure of the areas had to beo watched and astion taken where
necessary. FPayments to hooe helps by cheque iz being introduced
gradually,

Transport

Discusaion took ploce with the County Council on the use of
private cars by home helps and a new econcmicel method is now in
operation., HNine auto cycles have been purchased and maintained by
the County Council, It is hoped that in the new year some more
new machines can be purchased, Crash helmets have been provided
for the helps using auto cyeles and the provision of protective
clothing iz under consideration,

Traininﬁ

Mrs. Ashoore of the headquarters steff attended a conference
for home help organisers at Buxton, Derbyshire,

i An cxperimental course for sclected home helps from five centres
in the County was held at Halecsowen.

The Home Helpl Organisers net ot County Office on the occasion
of a visit by the W.V.S. Chairman, Lady Reading, This was alse

an opportunity of discussing varicus metters with senior County
Officers,

In the ooin we are fortunate in the recruitoent of sultable
home he%pa. There are difficulties in = rural srea such 23 Eveshan
Rural District and en industrial one like Redditch but in other

arcas we are well sble to keep up to strength and in some areas
there is a waiting list,
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Vaccination and Immunisation

Soallpox Vaccination

The following is the return for the County for the year ended
31st December, 1963:-

of vaccination| months|months]oonthal months

Lpaat date |O-3|3-6}6-9]9 -12 15 or

142 =45 = A} S

TOTAL

No, Vaccinated 33 565 170 175 |558| 81 65 205 |2,151
No. Revaccinated] - - 1 - 31 30 113 535 682

Cne case of generalised vaccinie was reported, No cases of
snallpox were notified,

The corresponding totals for 1962, were 26,423 primary
vaccinations and 33,566 revaccinations, but these nuobers were
much higher than normal due to the increased public demend in the
early part of that year, However, primary waccinstions were less
then normal during 1963, due to the recommendation, which came into
operation lzte in 1962, that vaccinotion should be carried out
preferably in the second year of life,

0f the 2,151 primsry vaccinetions, 577 were carried out at County
Council Cliniea,

Diphtheria Inounisation

In peny cases immunisation with triple antigen is now started
at three months, followed by reinforcing dose at approximately
eighteen months of age, Further reinforeing deses are offered
on school entry and at eight to nine yemrs of age.

Triple antigen is now used in ell Clinics and by the mejority
of general practitioners in the County, although a few goneral
practition.rs are now using quadruple vaceine which ineludes
poeliomyclitis vaccine,

The following table shows the mumber of children who reccived
primery and reinforeing injections during the year

Children born | Completed a full course| Reecived reinforcing TOTAL
in yeers:=- of pripary ilmmunisation injecticna
1963 2,519 = 2,519
1962 3,349 132 3,481
1961 282 377 659
1960 f— 69 135
1959 29 185 2L
155‘5- = 58 E?B ?9139 ?:"I"-G?
1949 = 53 65 716 781
TOTAL £,588 8,668 15,256

(These figures are based on records received up to 31st Deccohber
1963.)

No cases of diphtheria were notified.
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Whooping Cough Tmmunisation

Tmmunisation against whooping cough is normally given in
infancy in combination with diphtheria and tetanus .

The fellowing table shows the number of children who have
sompleted a primary course of pertussis vaccine (singly or in
combination) during 1963:-

Year of birth No. of Children
1963 2,482
1962 3,347
1961 35
1960 6l
1959 26
1954 = 58 5l
1949 - 53 27
TOTAL 6,334

Protection against Poliomyelitis

The demand for protection was considerably less than in
previous years and in many areas it was found that separate
poliomyelitis vaccination sessions were not required. Wherever
possible arrangements were made for oral vaccine to be available
at routine child welfare clinics and school cliniecs in order to
maintain & high immunity index in babies and young children.

The majority of the general practitioners in the County sontinued
to give vaccine at their surgeries but a number now prefer their
patients to attend the local elinic for oral vaccine.

During the year, record cards were received showing that
7,382 perscns had received a complete course and 6,454 had
received reinforcing doses.

Thers wers no cases of poliomyelitis motified.

Vaseination end Immunisation

It is interesting to note that the percentage of children
born during 1562 who had been vaccinated or immunised in
Wopceatershire against diphtheria, whooping cough or
poliomyelitis compared most favourably with the national
percentages; =

Thildren born in 1962
Fercentage vaccinated/imiunised against

Diphtheria Whooping Poliomyelitis
Cough
Worcestershire T3% TLH 62%
England and Wales | 65 4% 53
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Ir. R.B. Mayfield, Senior Consultant Chest Physician, has
given the followlng report:

As may be seen in Table I, there was a substantial fall in
the number of new cases of tuberculosis notified in 1963 compared
with previous years., This is easily a new low record and
encouraging. The death rate from tuberculosis (Table II) has
remained more or less the same now for five years, but the
different age distribution of these deaths compered with earlier
times is worth noting. Table III illustrates this feature and it
will be seen that tuberculosis deaths nowadays oceur at a much
later age than formerly., Thirty years ago about two thirds of
these deaths cccurred between the ages of 15 and L5 years, where-
as in 1963 only four persons cut of 29 died of tuberculosis under
the age of 45 years, and 12 out of the 29 (LOF) survived beyond
the age of 65. Most of these elderly folk probably acquired
their 4isesse many years ago, and their gradusl passing is likely
to result in a lower death rate in a few years' time, provided
no unexpected factors operate in the meanwhile, such as war, famine
or the importation of disease from elsewhers.

Another possible brake on the decline of tuberculosis is the
problem of drug-resistant tubercle bacilli. There is no doubt
that the development of effective anti-tuberculous drug treat-
ment during the past 15 yesrs or so has been the main cause of
the accelerated fall in the nunbers of deaths and new cases,
Unfortunately some petients harbour tubercle bacilli which are
immune to one or more of these drugs, and in such cases effective
treatment may be difficult or impossible. Forty-nine such
patients ere known to exist in Wiorcestershire. Theaes present a
difficul® problem not only in themselves, but also because any
healthy perscn infected with their basilli immediately becomes
part of the same problem. Emergence of drug-resistant organisma
can be minimised by meticulous attention to taking the drugs
axactly as prescribed, and, with proper care, such cases should
ooour very rarely.

Fortunately, no public health problem in this connection
has arisen in Worcestershire so far. Ir. B. N. Hoyes reports
that no fresh case of tuberculcsis inflected with resistant
organisms has been detected in South Worcestershire and the
same is trus of the rest of the County. The danger to othars
may, therefors, be more apparent thanh resl. Nevertheless, the
existence of this problem indicates that well-tried preventive
measures concernsd with sputum disposal, ventilation and per-
sonal hyglens are still essentizl and must not be relaxed.
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Ambulance Service

From an analysis of the figures, out-patient cases weras
68,127 compared with 100,887 in the previous year, a decrease
of 32,760. The total nmber of cases conveyed by ambulance
during the year was 128,066, involving 663,434 road miles.
The average number of wmiles per casze was 5,1 az compared with
3.9 during 1962. Rail transport was used for L65 patients
which compares favourably with the previous year (L76).

More and more requests are continually being received to
transport patients long distances for specialist treatment and
also for return Jjourneys to their homes. Every endsavour is
made to use rail transport but owing to the modernisation and
particl withdrawsl of railway facilities, many patients have to
be transported by road. To meet such demands the hire caer
apd hospital car services are used extensively. The statistical
details are outlined in Table "I" and it will be noted that
the mileage for hire cars increased considerably. In the case
of hospital cars it is pleasing to note only a very small reduc-
tion in the average miles per case, this being li.l as compared
with 14.6 during 1962.

During the year there was a reduction in the number of
patients conveyed by the ambulance service, The main reason
for this being the full effect over a period of 12 months of
the teking over responsibility by the Mid-Worcestershire Hospital
Manapgement Coumittee for the conveyance of patients from the
Droitwich Hospitals to the Brine Baths in Droitwich for treatment
from the lst October, 1962. The nusber of patients conveyed by
the ambulance service in Droitwich the previous year prior to
the 1st October was 29,59 covering 4,967 miles. This gave an
average of aix patients per mile and the effect of a high
concentration of patients on the County averages has been formidable,

Many of the seversly subnormal patients attending Junior
Training Centres throughout the County were conveyed by hired
transport. The mileage involved was 114,969 to convey 27,593
patients as compered with 11,324 patients during the prewvious
year when only & very small pilot scheme was in cperation for
transportation by this means., It is envisaged that such a
practice will expand even greater in the future. Both the
hospital and hire car services have again proved to be a most
useful awdlliary to the varicus ambulance services and we are

grateful to the drivers who have assisted in meintaining an
efficient service. The number of car drivers remain fairly

constant although the services of additional hospital car
drivers in certsin sreas would be welcomed,

The central ambulance szervice contrel with its radio communica-
tion which is situnted at the County Health Department, Worcester,
has now been in operation for just over twelve months. -~ After
initial setbacks which were to be expected, it hes now settled
down and is producing all the advantzges which were expected to
the ultimate benefit of the patients.

It is very pleasing to be able to roport that with complete
co-operation of all concerned it was poszible to make progress
in the provision of new premises in two County areas. The new
ambulance station at Oldbury was completed and put into operatio=
pal use in July, 1963. Conasiderable progress has been made at
Malvern and it is certain that the new station will be in use
in 1964. Difficulties are still being encountered over a site
for a new station in Evesham but it is to be hoped that a
solution can be found to the protlem in 1964.
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During 1963 four-whesled drive ambulances were purchased
and distributed to Bromsgrove, Evesham, Halesowen and Malvern
Stations. These vehicles are designed to operate in arcas
which to date have been inaccessible to normal type ambulances,
as en example, isclated farm cottages far removed from a hard
standing road. This has long been a difficult problem but it
is now hoped that casualties or seriously ill persons can be
reached with the minimum of delay. There have already been
instances where these vehiclus have proved to be mest heneficial.

In Worcestershire we are now faced with the problem of pro-
viding an adaquate ambulance coverage for the "L5" motorway. The
nearest ambulance stations to the entry points are Bromsgrove
anl Worcester. Bearing in mind the traffic congestion at both
Bromsgrove and Vorcester and the need to provide a quick turn-
out to accidents on the motorway, it has been necessary during
peak traffic hours to make arrangements for ambulances to be
rlaced at more convenient strategic points. These arrangenents
ure working satisfretorily and thenks are due to the County
Surveyor for his co-operation. An ambulance from Bromsgrove is
placed at the Reshwood entry and one from the Worcester City and
District Voluntary Committee is in position at the Warndon entry

Honday to Friday.

The County Ambulance Officer is also the Ambulanpce 0fficer
for the Worcester City and Distriet Voluntary imbulance Commilttee,
who provide a service on an agency basis for the City of Worcester
and the surrounding County areas. During the year 6,397 County
cases were conveyed a total of 55,613 miles compared with 5,986
cases and 37,635 miles in 1962, There has been close liaison and
co-operation between the Voluntary Coonittee and the County con-
trol to eliminate wasted mileage and journeys.

Througheut the yeaer there were very fev volunteers actually
undertaking dutics at any of the county ambulence stations and
slthough it was possible to arrange escorts for patients travelling
by rail it sometimes proved difficult to obtain sasistance. It
must be remembered that a considerable number of volunteers from
the 5t. John Ambulance Brigade and the British Red Cross Society
attend at the ambulance station in Worcester., This station iz
operated by the Worcester City and District Veluntary Committee
on behelf of both the City and County locel authorities and te
them I am grateful for all the assistance that has been freely
given,

Civil Dofence - Ambulancc and First aid Scetion

The number of active volunteers in the section remeined
steady throughout the year and & asmell number of enrolments
off-set the resignations received. There was, however, a fall in
the number of volunteers in the section due meinly to the resig-
nation of persons who were unable to devoits sufficient time in
order to become fully trained.

It was possible to arrange for seven standerd tests to be
taken in the County and out of LL wvolunteers talking the tests,
there was only one failure to pass., These numbera do not
include those members who passed their gold star test prior to
the re-organisation of the civil defence corps.

Advenced training courses were commenced in September, 1963,
and will continue over & period of ayproximately elghteen months
which will be followed by sdvanced tests.

Two most successful sxercises were carried out over the 12
months and are briefly commented upon:
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Convalescence

Durding the year a totel of 323 cases supported by a
medical certificute were roforred for varying periods of
convalesocnee, Of this mmber, 234 patients were eligible
under ibe Couniy Douneil scheme and proceeded on convalos=
cenoe to variowvs hves, the average stay for each being two
weeka. The remaiving 89 patients were fully investigated
anl although the finaneisl circumstances of Some were such
tliat the County Council could not accept responsibility, it
was possible in many instances to make arrangements with a
nunber of Societics who have convalescent schemes for a

holiday.

The admission rate to the warious homes has remained
1y constant and comparable with previous years. The
general practitioners throughout the County freely make
recommendations for deserving cases to have the advantage
of ihidz schems and from the number of lstters received the
amangements made are appreciated by the patients,

We have the fullest possible co-operation with the
convalaeascaent homes and it is most unususl if' eny patient
hes to wait for a vacency.

Mediecal Comforts

The British Red Cross Society and the st. John

Ambulance Brigade continue to act as agents for the local
health authority and maintain many voluntary distributicn
centres throughout the County. The local authority contributes
towards the administrative costs of the voluntary organisations
and supplies all equipment. In the main, medical loan squip-
ment is supplied free of charge although the voluntary organis-
ations do caell for a small refundable deposit flor some items.

This 1little publicised service does, by making nursing
aids available, greetly add to the comfort of the petient.
The burden of relatives is alsoc relicved since any help of
this natures does much to facilitate domiciliary cere.

It is pleasing to note that much of the old cumbersocme
and heavy equipment is now being replaced by modern light-
weight apparatus which contributes considersbly to an increased
mobility.

The fact that medical loan equipment is generally intended
for temporary loan periods is not yet readily understocd by the
public., It is again emphasised that when an item such as &
wheeled chair is required permanently by & patient then applicaticn
has to be made to a Ministry of Health Appliance Division through
the femily general practitioner who in turn will call in the
appropriate consultant to order on the kinisiry. The local
health authority will, of course, make temporary provision for
any patients falling in this category pending delivery of the
permanent equipment.
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Chiropedy Service

The authority's chiropudy service for persons of pension-
able age, cxpectant mothers and handicappod persons which has
been in operation since the lst April, 1500, continues to grow
and the demand is at present being met.

Patients are scecepted for treatment only on the recommendation
of the family doetor and they are required to pay a fee of 2/6d
per treatment except where this would cause financial hardship.

The service is provided directly by the authority and also
through arrangements with voluntary crganisations but does not
at present cover old people in County homes, provision for whom
is wade separately Ly the County Welfare Officer.

The authority now has two full-time chiropodists and
pontractual arpangementa with six chiropodists in private
practice. The contractual arrangsments includes sessions at
county clinies, sessions reserved for county patients at the
chiropodists' own surgery, individusl appeintments at the
chiropodist's own surgery and domieiliary visits.

Transport for patients is prowvided where necessary through
the egency of the County ambulance Service and domiciliary
visits sre, of course, an essential part of the service.

Domieiliary treatment is rather a problem, being costly
of both time ard monsy not to mention the difficult cperating
gonditions for the chiropodist, but the neoed exists and must
te met a3 far as poassible.

Failure to keep appointmants is another problem and
apparently an inescepable one having regapd to the age of most
of the patients. The mein raeasons for absentesism sre illness,
bad weather and forgetfulness or misunderstanding, all of which
are understandable but nevertheless result in a loss of operat-
ing time which can be ill-spared.

The woluntary organisations to which grants are made - the
British Red Crosas Society, the Women's Veluntary Service am
the Powick and District Nursing Association - togother provida
g service giving about one thousand treatments per annum,. These
voluntary organisations were, of course, providing o chiropody

service long before the introduction of the County service and
their contribution is e weluable one,

Under a scheme of delegation of health and welfare functions,

Dldbury Berough Counecil are responsible for the chiropedy scrvice
in their area.

Mr. H. D. Price, onz of the Senior Chiropodists, attended
a Post Graduate Course at the Lomdon Foot Hospital dn August and
has since undertaken some appliance making, Patients are care-
fully selected and "Latex" and other appliances have bsen pro-
duced on a Plaster of Pards impression of the part of the foot
concerned. Forty-three patients have been treated in this way
but, so far, it has enly been possible to assess the effeotive-
ness of the work in sixteen ceses, sixty per cent of which showad
satisfactory results,

Page 39












1.

2

hiental Health Servics

Administration

(a) Committse

The County Council®s powers in relating to mental
health continued to remasin delegated to the Hental Health
Sub-Committee. The Hedical Superintendents of the Hospitals
Tfor the mentally disordered in Worcestershire continue to
attend the meetinge of the Sub-Committee in an advisory
capacity.

(b) Co-ordination with the Regional Hospital Board

There is close co-operation with the Council's officars
and the Birminghem Regional Hoapital Beoard and its of'ficers.
Patients on leave from hospitals are visited and supervised
by the Council's officers on behalf of the various hospital
management committees, There is close contact between the
officers and the medical and social staffs of the local
psychiatric hospitals and regular weokly meetings are held
at the hospitals at which officers attend. The Council's
officers take an imereaaingly larger share in the soeial
welfere work normally carried out by the hospitai staffs.

Stalf

(a) General

The staff of the service consists of o lay administrative
mental health officer, one ndministrative assistant, five district
mental welfeare officers, four assistant district mental
welfare officem, two flemale mental welfare officers and two
trainee mentel welfare officers, one male and one female,

There are twenty-six mental health workers employed at the
four training centres in the County. Difficulties are
still being experienced in recruiting persons of the right
calibre to act as mental welfare officers.

(b) [Training

Staff have been released from duty to attend at
apprepriote training conferences and cowrses whenever
possibla. In addition, the two trainees eppointod %o
the service have been seconded to the courses in social
work training leading to the National Certificate din
Social Work. When the of'ficers concerned have gualified
it is hoped that other officers will be given the oppor-—
tunity of secondment to sivdilar courses. The fact that
there is an increasing number of these courses will
undoubtedly lead ultimately to the recruitment of
qualified personnel.

The Medical Superintendents of the psychiatric
hospitals in the County continue to help with the
training of the mental welfare officers, There are
regular weekly meetings and clinical demonstrations
at the hoapitals apd the Council staff have the benefit
of attending whenever appropriste training courses are
held for the hespital staff.

Thiz systen of tredning is very satisfoctory and
I would like to express my grateful thanks fo the
medical superintendents and their staffs.
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Six samples of raw tuberculin tested wilk were taken at one
private school and submitted for examination for the presence of
tuberculosis and brucella abertus, All six samples were negative.

A census taken in 1963 showed that 48,958 children were
taking milk out of 60,100 present on the day of the census. This
is B1.5% comparsd with B1.0% the previous year.

The number of pupils taking school milk at the 56 private
schools was 6,674 out of 7,089, or 94.1%.

Antibiotics in Milk

In 1961 a survey took place throughout the country of the
amount of penicillin and other antibictics in farm milk delivered
to certain dairies, Over 41,700 samples from England and Wales
were examined and of these 11%, representing 145 of the total milk
sampled, contained antibiotics. The lowest incidence, 7.7% was
found in October, the highest 16.6% in January. Although the
survey revealed that only a proportion of the ex-farm milk contained
antibiotics at any one time, traces could be expected in most milk
s0ld to consumers, since practically all milk is bulked before sale,.

It was accordingly recommended that, in addition to other
courses, food and drug authorities should commence sampling for the
presence of antibiotiecs. This was accordingly commenced in
September, 1963. By the end of 1963, sixty-two samples were taken,
of which six, from five preoducers, were found to be contaminated
with penieillin,

In ne case was legal proceedings taken but each farmer was
warned to be careful in future to reject milk for forty-eight
hours from any animal which had been treated with entibiotics.

Co-operation was given by the National Parmers' Union to
disseminate warnings about the use of antibiotica. As a result
most farmers appeared to be aware of the need for cars, It has
also been suggested to the Union that:-

1. Manufaeturers should print a warning on the box holding
antibiocties, and

2. Farmers should store antibictics in the farmhousse, not in
the cowshed and & record kept of the dates and amounts used.

It must be made elear that the antibiotices themselwves, usually
only present in very small gquantity, are not poisonous., The
possible danger may arise from the drinking of this milk by someone
who is semsitive to penicillin or other antibictics so that if they
should be required to take antibiotics as treatment they are unable
to do so because of this increased sensitivity.

Myco Tuberculosis

The follewing table shows the number of samplesz takern and

examined biologically for the presence of myco tuberculosis during
the last five years:-

Ho. of samples Ho. No. Tast
Year collected Negative Positive Void
1959 LI9 L32 = 7
1960 e d : 240 = 7
1961 313 4 32 = 1
1962 169 169 - -
1963 273 273 = =
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National fissistanca Act, 12!@

Welfare Services

The new extension at Holmwood, Kidderminster, which provided
33 additional beds was off'icially opened by M. J. M. C. Higegs,
Chairman of the County Council, on the 26th October, 1963. These
extra beds, apart from easing the position as regards meeting the
demand for residential accommodation, enabled arrengements to be
made for 18 old people, who had of necessity to be accommodated
previously in homes in other parts of the counfy to return to
their native district and to be nearer to their relatives and
friends which naturally was greatly appreciated by all concerned.

The only other scheme for providing accommodation completed
during the year was that at Three Springs Hostel, Pershore,
where ground-floor accommodation for 16 old men, & large room
being partitioned to form 16 single units and sitting and dining
rocms ote., was provided, This accommodation, which began to be
pecupied in April, is undesr the supervision of the Warden and
Matron of Heathlands, Pershore, and forms an annexe to that home,
The main méals are provided from Heathlands but facilities for
other meals are provided at the annexe,

The scheme for modernising the old infirmary wing at
Heathlands, Pershore, progress on which had been extremely slow,
was at last completed but for various reasons occupation of' the
building was delayed until early January, 196,

Schemes approved but not yet expected to start until early
1964 were the provision of & 1ift in the centre wing at Laburnum
House to meet the ever incroasing demand for more easily
aceessible accommodation for the very infirm and installation of
gemtral heating with new boiler room at The Heriotts, Droitwich.

Mention was made in my previous report of the plen prepared
in accordance with Ministry of Health Circular 2/62 for the
development of welfare services over a period of 10 years, The
initial plan was revised for submission to the Minister by the
31st December, 1963, to cover the 10 years ending 1975/74. So
far as residentiasl accommodation is concerned, the plan provided
for a further six homes of 40 baeds each and two homes of 30 beds
each by 1972 when the whole of the accommodation used by the
County Council in the three Regional Hospital Beard establishments
would be vacated and 798 beds be under the County Council's
direct contrel, an increase of 66 beds over the present total

figure.

However, it is disappointing to report that already the
programme is well behind schedule due to difficulty in acquiring
suitable sites, Negotietions have been proceeding for some
considerable time sbout a site in Evesham but, for warlous reascns,
they have not yet been successfully concluded with the result that
& new purpose-built home in that area which was approved in
principle over 12 months' ago is not even at the drawing board
stage.

Having regard to this position, it was felt that the gquestion
of providing only new purpose-built homes in future called for
review and that if additional accommodation wes to be provided in
the reasconably near future it would be necessary to decide whether
suitable properties becoming available for purchase should be
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acquired for adaptation and extension and also whether any of the
gmaller homes in areas where more accommodation was regquired
could be extended.

With this in mind, enquiries were in hand at the end of the
year about the possible acquisition of a property in Stourport-
on—Severn which was coming on the market and which was very
suitable for adaptation and extension as a 4O bedded home and in
addition, the County Architect was asked to look into the
question of extending Swinford 014 Hall, Stourbridge, to give a
further 2L beds,

Applications for the Provision of Residential Accommodation

Statements are appended showing in respect of the year
ended 31st December, 1963 :-

(1) The number and age groups of persons
admitted to residential accommodation.

(2} The number of persons not admitted and
the reasens therefor.

(3) The number of applications for the
provision of temporary accommodation
and how dealt with, and

(4) An analysis of aspplications by districts,

The statistics reveal a continued increase in the number of
applications for residential accommodation, there being 66 more
than the number dealt with in 1962, The total of 819 applications
exceeds by about 93% the number dealt with during the first twelve
months after the coming into foree of the National Assistance fet,
1948, on the 5th July, 1948,

There were 34 more persons admitted to the Council's homes
than during 1962 notwithstanding that the domiciliary services,
statutery and woluntary, have further develcped and more and more
ef'forts are being made to enable old people to preserve their
independence by remaining in their ovnm homes as long as possible
without detriment to their well-being. Services such as mesls on
wheels, visiting, social clubs, home help service and the schemes
run in conjunetion with the housing authorities for providing
wardens to supervise old poople in special houses or flatlats
for old pecple &ll help to that end.

Qut of the total of 432 persons admitted to residentiasl
accommodation during the year, it will be noted that no leas than
34l were in the age groupa JO-plus,

A service of which ever increasing use iz moade is that for
accommodating short stay cases whilst relatives or friends owing
to illness or absence on holiday were unable temporarily tec look
after the old people., There were 81 sdmisaions in 1963 compared
with 50 in 1962, The increasing use of the service is no doubt
due in the main to the publicity given in talks to wvaricus
organisations and groups of people on the scveral welfare services
provided by the County Council.

;
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A further welcome drop was experienced in the number of
homeless families applying for temporary eccommodation during the
Year as compared with 1962, A great deal of work was entailed in
helping families to obtain altermative accommodation and this
resulted in keeping admissions down to 6 Pamily units in 1963
as against 11 in 1962, At the end of the year there were three
families in Three Springs Hostel, Pershore, comprising three
women and ten children.,

Welfare of Residents

Despite the spell of very severe weather at the beginning of
the year there was, fortunately, no major outbreak of sickness
amongst the residents similar to that experienced in 1962,

A great deal of effort is made to promote the social welfare
of the residents and it is pleasing to report that the interest
previously shown by wvarious persons and organisaticns was not
only maintained but if anything was on a bigger acale than in 1962,
The residents of some homes benefit to a larger extent than those
at others but, apeaking generselly, the interest shown by local
pérsons and organisations cover the provision of regular car rides,
other outings, parties, film shows and other entertazinments, gif'ts
on birthdays and at Christmas ets, Needless to say, the residents
are very appreclative of what is done for them and are grateful
for the voluntary help in supplementation of the efforts of the
staff to bring scme variety into their lives,

Outings additional to those referred to above were arranged
as usval at the County Council's expense and the residents also
went on outings paid for out of their own Comforts Funds.

A number of residents again went to the scaside for a week's
holiday in May for which they had saved up and parties went
eilther to Llandudno or Southsea. MApart from this, a considerable
numbar of residents had slort holidays with relatives or fricnds.

Special Housing for 0ld People - Warden's Schemes

I feel that in Worcestershire we can be justifiably proud of
the extent to which housing autheorities hawve co-operated in the
provision of special housing for old pecople with a warden to
exercise a degree of kindly supervisien over the old people.
There is no doubt thet such s service does enable the old peocpleo
to live in their own homes for a much longer period than would
otherwise be possible which natuwrally is a source of great
satisfaction and comfort to them,

At the end of the year there were no loass than 25 schemes in
operation covering BL9 units end accommodating G28 old persons.

Other suggested schemes had been discussed during the year
with the housing authorities and it is anticipated that 2 further
4 schemeés will be operating early in 1964.

Housing authorities were also consulted about & request made
by the Minister of Housing and Local Government for a forecast of
the special schemes for elderly people, i.e. dwellings where
there would be a resident warden, to be provided during each of
the five years up to 1969, such forecast to be included in the
County Council's plans for the development of the welfare services
for the next ten years. From the information obtained, the
number of schemes by 1969 is likely te reach a total of 53
covering 1,467 units e&nd accommodating as many as 2,098 old people,
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Thia information, coupled with the development past and future
of other statutory and voluntary services for old pecple, was most
useful in preparing plans for the develepment of residential
accommodation over the next ten yeers and enabled the probable
future requirements to be assessed on a mere realistic basis, At
the same time, it had to be borne in mind, of course, that the
proportion of eged persons to the total population is steadily
increasing although not to the extent previcusly envisaged.

To revert to the special housing for the elderly, the
installation of a flashing light systom in the windows of dwellings
apecially allocated to old people has proved its worth in several
instances. Although the extent to which this warning system has
had to be used is, perhaps fortunately, comparatively small, there
is no doubt that, from the information obtained from housing
managers and distriet social welfare officers, the existence of
the system is of considerable consolation to the old people as it
gives them the feeling that they are not isclated from obtaining
help in case of omergency. So far as is known, there has not been

any instance vhere the system has been used and help has not been
forthcoming.

The number of flashing lights already installed is 230 and
approval had been given to a further 134 by the end of the year.
There is reason to believe that the County Council will be asked
to install the system in many more old people's dwellings during
196k,

Clubs for Elderly People

The value as a sccial service of clubs for old people is
widely recognised and the County Council encoursge, financially
and otherwise, the setting up of such clubs and particularly the
formation of all-day clubs where the old pecple, zpart from
social activities, can obtain hot meals or snacks.

The county is well served in this reapect. With the sefting
up of four new clubs during the year the W,.V.3. run no less than
65 Glubs for the Elderly and four open all day clubs; the B.R.C.S5.,
run four clubs and one all-day club and there are eight clubs run
by other woluntary organisations making a total of 82 of one type
or anpther known to be in existence,

Some of the W.V.5. clubs are now self-supporting but the
County Council are always ready to assist towards meeting the
runping expenses of those eclubs which need financial help.

The highest praise is due to the members of the voluntary
organizations concerned in providing this serviese end so enabling
the old people to enjoy social contect, recreation, entertainment
and companionship, It assists, of course, to a great extent in
preventing loneliness which can have a deleterious effect on the
health and minds of old people particularly.

leals on Wheels and Meals in Clubs

I referred in my previous report to the extent to which the
Meals on Wheals Service, run by the W.V.S8., had developed since
they had been given finAneial masistance from the County Council
on & moré realistic basis than formerly, it being realised that
however willing the 7.V.S5. were to extend the service to further
areas, the extent of any development hinged on the degree of
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financial aid given to them, This has been remarkably demonstrated
during 1963 by the extension of the service to several more
districts, in two of which temporary arrangements were made for the
meals to be supplied from the County Council's homes for old people
pending permanent arrangements being made for kitchen facilities in
the areas by the W.V.S, The number of meals supplied during the
¥year reached a total of no less than 54,098 as compared with 39,587
during 1962 and represents an increase of approximately 900 per cent
over the number served six years ago, a very fine achlevement, all
the more so bearing in mind the work carried out by the W.V.3. in
developing other services for elderly people.

In addition to financial assistance from the County Council
towards the cost of meals, equipment and conversion of kitchens
where needed, the district councils in whose areas a meals on
wheels service operates also assist the W,V.S. financially in
running the service.

Amongst the other services which continue to develop is that
of the provision of mid-day meals at the day cluba referred to
before in this report. The W,V.S. are supplementing this service
by providing meals in luncheon clubs, one such club started in
1963 and ancther was starting early in 1964. During the year under
review 25,226 meals were served in these two types of clubs as
compared with about 24,000 during 1962.

General Welfare of 01d People

In a joint eircular issued in 1961, the Minister of Housing
and Local Government and the Minister of Health stressed the nced
for the authorities roncerned to mest to review the provision made
in their areas for the welfare of old people and to decide how and
where 1t is required to be supplemented.

The terms of the circular were fully discussed at a conference
of representatives of the County Council and the local authorities
in the county and it was agreed, amongst other things, that the
eclerks of the various local authorities should take action to bring
together all concerned in their respective districts and deal with

the improvement of the provision made for elderly people on a local
basis,

The response to the suggestions mode by the two linisters has
been such that to date nine woluntary old people's welfare
committees sponsored by the local authority in each case have been
set up and these are working in the following districts:-
Bromagrove, Evesham, Halssowen, Kidderminster, Malvern, O0ldbury,
Redditch, Stowbridge and Stowrport-on-Severn.

Gramts have baen made by the County Council towards the
adminjstrative expenses of old people's welfare committees where
requests for financial sssistance hove been received.

Reﬂatratian and Inapection of Disabled Persons and 014 Fersons'
Homes

At the end of the year there were 20 registered homes run by
voluntary organisations or private persons providing fccommodation
for 297 old and/or disabled persons in the county, apert from 38
old people accommodated in two homes run by the British Red Croas
Society which are exempt from registration,

The homes registered by the County Council were all visited
and inspected pericdically to ensure that a good standard of
accommodation was meintained and any motters needing attention in
the interests of the residents were brought to the notice of the
proprietora.
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Welfare Services for the Blind and Partially Sighted

1, Blind Persons
(a) General

There were 751 persons (308 men, 443 women) in the County
registered as blind as at the 31st December, 1963 (including 69
0ldbury men and women, 30 and 39 respectively).

The wvariation, plus or minus, has never excesded eight in
the last six years and although it is premature to suggest that
the fipures establish & statisticel trend, there seems reason to
hope that the regular and heavy inecreases which characterised
the annual returns for many years after 1920 will not occour agadin,

During 1963 of the 111 persons newly registered not one wes
under 21 years of age and at the end of 1963, there was only one
child under school age on the entire Worcestershire register.
Hational research into causes of blindnesa, in which Loecal
Authority returns provide essential data, indicate that the main
causes involving children are now of a congenitel nature and some
degree of stability may be expected therefore in the lower age
ranges, On the cther hand, the increasing proportion of the aged
in the population as a wheole dis reflected in the number, 516, of
blind perscons who are over £5 years of age = nearly 70 per cent
of' the register, An encouraging aspeet is the greater number of
elderly people recovering or retaining some degree of useful
vision through the advances of modern surgery.

(b) Employment

The position in the employment field remains substantially
the same az last year, 71 blind persons were in full employment
at the close of the year compared with 76 in 1962 but seven
persons Were in training, a gain of two over the previcus year,
LO blind pecple were in open employment, 14 in workshops and 17
in the Homeworkers Scheme.,

During 1963, discussions and negotiations were under way
for the transfer of the Homeworkers Scheme to direct supervision
by County Council Welfare Staff following the desisicn of the
Birmingham Royal Institution for the Blind to terminate the
Agency Arrongements on the 31lst ¥arch, 1964. The Institution's
decision followed the withdrawal over the last few years of
several participating Loecal Authoritiss and conseguent cost
inecreases,

(¢) BSocial Needs

Seven Social/Handicraft clubs have met regularly during
the year and in the organisation of these and other metivities
the Home Teachers have hed the constani support and practical
help which characterises the main and branch committees of the
Worcestershire Association for the Blind.

Braille and Moon tuition has been given in appropriata
cases and the usual co-operation of statutery end voluntary
service has ensured the provision of aids, gadgets and grants
to meet the need,
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2, Partially Sighted Persons

In contrast with the register of the blind, the number of
partially sighted persons on the register increases yesr by year
in & gquite steady progression,

On the 31st December, 1963, 105 persons (56 men, 45 women)
were on the register, an increase of 6 over the previcus year
(15 Oldbury residents - 10 men and five women - were included
in the total). This represents an increase of approximately
20 per cent over the number registered five years ago.

Following suggestions made by the Ministry of Health,
arrengements have been made for partially sighted persons who
are not likely te becoms blind to receive services aa necaessary
under the Counecil's scheme for generally handicapped persons,

5« BRegistration of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons

Ingidence of Blindness

During 1963 the number of Forms B.D.B completed in respect
of persons over school age (excluding Oldbury) was 130. Of
these 106 were certified blind, 11 partially sighted and 13 not
blind nor partislly sighted. Tha examinations were carried out
by 13 ophthalmologiats and in 19 cases domiciliary visits were
made, There were four re-examinations,

Follow-up of Registersed Blind and Partially Sighted Persons

Cause of Dizability

Cataract GFlaucoma Others

Blind | P/S |Blinda | P/S | Blind | P/3

(i) Number of caszes
regiatered during

jear in respect
of which para.
7(¢) of Forms
B.D.8, recommend

(a) No Treatment 9 - 6 - L9
(b) Surgical 17 2 - - 1
Medical 3 - 6 1 14
Optical - 1 - - 1

i - R L S

(ii) Number of cases
at (1)(b) above
which on follow
up action have
received
treatoent 7 1 ) 1 15 3
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General Classes of Handicapped Parsons

1. Registration

On the 3lst December, 1963, there were 987 persons in the County
registerod as handicapped (exluding blind, partially sighted, deaf
and hard of hearing persons). This figure includes 125 Oldbury
residents where the Borough Council has delegated functions for the
welfare of the handicapped,

At the close of 1962 the total figure was 882 (0ldbury 104).
It is interesting to note that the number of persons registered has
doubled over the last five years.

2. Adds and Gadgets

Registration is, of course, only the prelude to efforts made to
assist the people concerned. The main aim of such asaistance is the
greater mobility and independence of the individual disabled person.
Along with the increased numbers served, the extent of the service

Eiven increases yearly as the needs bocome clearer and axperience is
cained.

This is exemplified by the expanding provision of aids and
gadpgets, of which there is now a very wide and comprehensive range,
on "permanent™ loan from the County Council, The help and co-operation
of the British Red Cross Soclety is highly wvalusd, especially for
short term loan of equipment for trial purposes.

3. Btructural Adaptations

Much thought has been given at National level recently to the
special housing needs of handicapped persona. The erection of
'purpose-designed' housing by distriet councils is & new and
experimental departure in some parts of the country. However, if
only for financial reasons, adaptation of existing property is
likely te provide the major call on resources for the foresseable
future,

There is no doubt that internal structural alterations,
particularly to kitchens and bethrooms, could help many disabled
persons and requests of this natwre can be expected to increase,
The main demand at the moment is for alterations to driveways and
patha for the benefit mainly of the users of motorised inwalid
carriages, Where a property is owned by a district council the
coat of such adaptations is normally shared by the County Council
and the district council concerned.

During the year under review financial help has been given by

the County towards seven major structural alterations of the kind
Juat described.

L. Social Activities

The total number of Social Clubs for handicapped persong in
the County increased during 1963 from eight to nine (six B,R.C.S.,
thres W.V.5.). Handicrafts, perties, outings end a variety of
functions are arranged by the two wvoluntary societies for the
members, Transport is arranged when needed and where possible
but often presents difficulty especially in the more rural arsas,
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Domiciliary craft instruction of a type spproved in eech case
by the disabled person's General Practitioner has continued in
appropriate cases throughout the year.

145 handicapped persons and 9% helpers went to Prestatyn
Holidey Camp for one week in May. On this occasion the party also
included 82 blind perscns, each with a guide.

As previously, the co-ordination of arrangements on behalf of
the voluntary organisations concerned (the B.R.C.S., ths W.V.5.,
and the Worcestershire Association for the Blind) was in the hands
of Welfare Staff and the joint venture proved e good example of
what can be achieved by the co-operation of statutory and wvoluntary
bodies.

5, Admission to Homes

There is some pressure on the special homes for younger
handicapped persons throughout the country but at the end of 1963
only one such person in Worcestershire was waiting for a place,
Four admissions ( one amputee, one epileptic, one diabetic and one
spastic) were made during the year., Three of the homes concerned
are run by Voluntary Associations and the fourth by another Loecal
Authority.

The demand natiomally is, of course, very small compared with
that for elderly people, with the result thet many younger
disabled people must be accommodeted at considerable distance from
their former homes and relatives,

6. Car Badges for severely Disabled Irivers

The Minister of Health wrote to Local Authorities in July, 1961,

following recommendations of his advisory committee, concerning the
problems of severely disabled drivers,

A model scheme to be administered by county and county borough
councils suggested the issue of badges to identify the wvehicles of
these drivers whose names were to be included in a separate
sub-section of the register of handicapped persons.

It was expected that although the badges would not confer any
legal rights or privileges, their display would help the police to
assist in parking difficultics and in exercising discretion in
favour of disabled drivers wherever possible. In addition, it was
anticipated that other authorities and rosd users generally would
ba in a better position to be helpful.

The scheme, which was duly adopted in Worcestershire, was
wall publicised and the police were advised through the Chief
Conatable,

The badges are issued free of charge and arc renewable in the
County every two years,

At the cloae of 1963, after two years working of this scheme,
a total of 118 drivers were badge holders, 32 of these receiving
their badges during the review year.

There ia no doubt that this service is meeting & need in these
days of inereasing traffic congestion,
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Welfare Services Table ")"
Analysis of Application by Districts for 1563
Hesidential Accommodation Temporery Accommodatien
Pistricts

Admitted Not Admitted Total Admitted Not Adnitted Total

Bewdley Borough 7 (&) 5 (L) 12 (8) - (=) - (1) =1{1)
Bromsgrove Urban 18 (19) 7 (16) 25 (35) - (=) 1 (8) 1(1)
Bromsgrove Rural 19 (22) 25 (17) ik (39) - (5) 5 (8] 3 (13)
Droitwich Borough 10 (9) 19 (13) 29 (22) - (=) 1 (-) 1 (-)
Droitwich Rural 15 (13) 12 (18) g 1) - (2) 1 (2) 1 (4)
Evesham Borough 1. (16) 17 (19) 31 (35) - (=) 1 (1) (1)
Bvesham Rural 22 (12} 17 (10) 39 (22) =i {=) 4 (6) L (6)
Halesowen Borough 32 (34) 19 (16) 51 (50) - (=) 1 {-) 1(-)
Kidderminster Borongh 70 (52) 50 (18) 120 (70) - (=) L (3) L (3)
Kidderminster Rural 4 (L) 5 (3) 9 (7) - (=) - (=) - (=)
Melvern Urben 28 () 55 (58) 83 (102) = [ 2 (1) 2 (1)
Martley Rural 15 (12) 23 (19) 38 (31) ] 5 (€) 6 (7)
0Oldbury Borough 17 (21) 12 (12) 29 (33) - (=) 2 (-) 2 (-)
Pershore Rural 18 (16) 11 (21) 29 (37) - (=) 3 (3) 3 (3)
Redditch Urban 37 (28) | 2 (43) 61 (71) = T 7 (11) 7 (12)
Stourbtridze Borough 35 (39) 21 (16) 56 (55) - (-) 1(-) 1(-)
Stourport Urban 12 (&) 5 (3) 17 (7) - (-) 1(-) 1 (-)
Tenbury Rural 7 (9) 13 (L) 20 (13) - (-) 3 (=) 3 (-)
Upton upen Severn Rural 18 (13) 17 (15) 35 (28) 1 (1) 1 (%) 2 (5)
Distriets not in County 10 (16) 21 (19) 31 (35) - (=) 1 (7 1 (3)
Ne fixed abode 24 (11) g (12) 33 (22) 4 (1) g9 (3) 13 (4)
Totel 432 (398) 387 (356) 819 (753) 6 (11) 51 (59) 57 (70)

Figures for 1962 are shown in brackets
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Table "R"

Construction of New Houses up to 31lst December, 1963 (From lst April, 1945)

(= et

bistrict

HOUSING

The follewing table shows the nuzber of new houses built in esch

area of the County durin

3lst December, 1963).

g the past eighteen years (lst Aprdil, 1945 to
For purposea of comparison between the different

authorities the mumber of homes has also been expressed as the mumber

per 1,000 of the population.,

Boroughs:
Bewdlay
Droitwich
Evesham
Halesowen
Kidderminster
0ldbury
Stourbridgs

Urban Districts:
Bromsgrove
Malvern
Redditch
Stourport-on-
Severn

Rural Districts:
Bromasgrove
Iroitwich
Evesham
Kidderminster
Hartley
Pershore
Tenbury
Upton—on=-5evern

L

_ Population

By Housing

Houses completed per

‘ nid 1963 By Local Authorities By Privat. Builders |ASscciations 1,000 population

I Under Completed Undear : Completad Completed By local All

| Construction| Since lst April Con= sipoe lat since lst Authori- sources

1945 struction| Kprdl, 1945 | April, 1945 ties

5,160 - 336 51 150, - 65.1 Q.9
7,590 - L81 113 563 22 60,2 133 .4
12,930 9 733 37 602 - 56.7 103.3
45,160 242 25260 233 2,501 50 50,0 106.5
43,090 132 2,486 199 1,838 - 57.7 100.3
Bl 280 617 2,508 &7 1,047 - 6.2 £5.5
Ly, 860 235 2,533 2 2,472 36 56.5 112 .0
35,980 16 1,823 277 2,456 _ 100 50.7 121,7
27,420 20 1,453 120 1,129 b Sleols 95.8
335,430 19 2,491 187 2,06, - 0.3 128.6
12,700 15 958 Lh3 1,055 = e 158.5
37,010 30 811 267 3,295 22 21.9 131..5
1y, 380 37 514 50 490 = 35.7 £9.8
17,490 25 816 104 775 - 46.6 90.9
12,140 16 853 15 1,89 - 0.5 110.5
12,190 6 338 117 623 - 274 78.8
18,840 6 1,070 179 951 - 56.8 107.8
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