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CARE OF

THE AGED:

Annual Report of the County Medical Officer of Hoalth
for the Year 1958,

Yr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The statistical tables show that for 1958 the health of the
County continues to be satisfactory,

The birth rate per 4,000 of the estimated population was 45,2
whilst the death ratu per 1,000 was 10,5. There were two deaths
from whooping cough and one from measles. Deaths from cencer in
all ages werc 799, -

Statistical interest in childbirth now centres round what is
known as the perinatal mertality rate which im the rate of akill-
births end deaths of babies during the first week of life per
1,000 total live and stillbirthas, The ratu in the County wasa
3.6, a slight improvement on laat year's figure of 32.5 and it
is in this group vhere the next atep forward in saving child
life is most likely to be made,

It is intereating to note that during the past year, there
has been the expected fall in the number of cases of notified
pulmonary tuberculosis and the number of cases notified due to
bovine tuberculosis was negligible, Twenty years ago, 4O of
the cows were potential excretors of infected milk but with the
rapid increase in the number of T,T. herds in the County the
public health ideal of a complete eradication of tuberculosis in
the herds of Worcestershire will beoome a reality in the immediate
futura.

Remarkable progress has also besen made in the treatment of
orthopaedic defects. The older generations alive today will
recall that forty and fifty years ago, deformed and crippled
children could be seen in almost any of our streets, but how
different iz the picture today due to the progress in orthopaedic
treatment and the work of the Maternity end Child Welfare and
School Health Services. Nevertheless, the Orthopasdic Sisters
report thet there is an increase smongst teenagers and school
children in bad posture and "sloppiness". The present fashion of
footwear for teenagers alternating between slip-on shoes and the
more dressy long tood shoos with high narrow heels, iz already
leading to an incresse in foot defects such as rigidity of the big
toe Jjoints and the preduction of bunions,

As foreshadowed in my last report, the interoest in mental
health and mental illness has increased and the appointment of a
lady Mental Health Social Worker will ensure that part of the
eszential visiting of female mental defoctives will ho carried
out. The Ogoupation Centre for mental defective children at the
8t, Saviours Mission Hall, Halesowen, was transferred to more
satisfactory premiscs at Fetherend, Cradlev where further improve-
monta are being effected,

The report from the County Welfare Officer shows the cxcellent
work for the elderly has made satisfactory progresas and the
wvoluntary organisations have continued to give their valuahle and
devoted help. It will be seen that special types of housing,
mostly bungalows, for elderly people have been built by the
District Councils in many parts of the County and a warden service
has been provided for each group of bungalows by the County Council,
A further facility greatly appreciated by thé old people has been
the establishment of clubs throughout the County which has now
reached the considerable total of sixty-three.
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Every endeavour is male to meet all demands for nursing
the elderly sick and infirm at home even with limited domestic
and nursing help and it does seem that expension of this service
hae by no means reached its pealk,

I think there is gencral apreement that blind members of
our community are cared for reasonably well though it is of
interest to note that of the 74k people on the register, _5%
are over seventy years of age.

FIRST The firat ten years of the Nationsl Health Service have
TEN now been completed and although the policy of tripartite sdmin-
YEARS istration has not been changed or modified, it would secm that
QF THE there has been a reasonsbly close integration between the three
NATION= parts duve to the endeavour of all those concerned to make a

AL success of this comprehensive health scheme. ILocal Health

Authorities have now accepted the loss of their hospital

SERVICE: services and are doing their best to develop the new socio-
medical services based on the concept of the responsibility of
the commmity as a wheole for the treatment and care of the sick
and the needy. As always, the pain endeavour must be to
further all aspects of preventive medicine and with the wider
dissemination of kmowledge and awareness that health is one of
the great assets of the nation and the individusl, greater
attention is being paid in all health departments to spreading
the gospel of health education as widely as possible,

;

WATER I made refercnce in my last report to the need to re=

SUFPLES: organise the sources and distribution of water supplies and
during the past year it would soom that che pattern which will
evolve for the re-grouping of water undertakings will take the
form of a North West Worcestershire group, a South Worcestershire
group, ineluding Wercester, and an extension of the area of the
East Worcestershire Waterworks Company. Certain northern parts
of the County served by the South Btaffordshire Waterworks
Company and the Birmingham Corporation will continue to remain
under their respective control.

NG A reasonable time has now elapsed since attempis have
CANCER  been made to persuade the public to smoke less because of lung
ATD cancer and it is fairly evident that the campaign is not

SMOKTIG: meeoting with great success =0 far as middle aged and elderly
persong are concernsd, Therefore, all our efforts must be
directed to influcnce the teenagers and the school child not
to commence to smoke cigarettes because there can be little
doubt that there is a close association between heavy cigarette
smolking and the ococcurrence of lung ecancer,

The voluntary asscciation, especially the Womerls
Voluntary Service, British Red Cross Society, eond the St.John's
Ambulance Brigade continued to help the health services in
many ways and I trust that this partnership between the Health
Committes and the voluntary services will continue to prosper.

It is worthy of note that each year continues to bring
forth changes of policy and responsibilities in the health
services of Lgcal Health Authorities and the smooth working in
the introduction of the changes is a tribute in itself to the
resilience and loyalty of the clerical and administrative staff,

I am grateful to all the moembers of the staff, both pro-
fessional, technical and clerieal for their assistance and devotion
to duty during the past year when heavy demands were asked of them
to meet the needs of the inoculation campaisn against poliomyelitis
in eddition to thelr normel werl, To the Chairmen and members of
the Sub-Committees and to Mr., Herbert Parkes, the Chairman of the
dealth Committes, I should like to express my apprauigtinn for thair

continued support ard advice,

i -:r,é*
H.::ul'.;h Department, Counti Medical ﬂf.f-ﬂ?-ar and
Love's Grove, FPrincipal Sehocl Medicel

Cestle Street, Warcester, PAGE 2, Officer«”
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Maternal mortality: The maternal mortality rate was 0,30 per 1,000 total
births compared with a nationel rate of 0.43. A detziled annlysis of
cagses is given in the midwifery section.

Stillbirtha: The death of & baby in the later stages of pregnancy is one
of the most distressing experiences for all concerned in what should be
a straight-forward natural process with a heppy outcome., In spite of
advances in other fields the rate of loss of foetal life remains
disturbingly stationery since the marked reduction which occurred during
and after the war., The numher of lives loat in the County is many times
greater than thoss due to poliomyalitis. The public evinces less
intereat in theas young lives prematurely terminated each year than in
many cther diseases, e.g. poliomyelitia,

The figures given here outline some of the points about this aspeot of
the health of the County, and emphasise the need for unceasing vigilance in
ante-natal care = and for research inte the causes of congenital defaects -
the crippling melformations which make surviwval unlikely or hazardous.

Records are available for 124 of the 127 bebies known to have
been stillborn to County mothers and for eight bern in the County from
other arcas.

County Stillbirths

Table 1 Place of sccurrence of recorded County stillbirths 1957
— : and 1958 :
County hospitals 1957 1358
Mary Stevens Moternity Home 7 5
Bromsgrove General Hospital 28 28
Croft Maternity Home 7 6 |
Luoy Baldwin Maternity Hospital 3 8
Avonside Hospital & 3
Totals - ) 50
City hospitals
Ronkswood Hpspitel 21 16
Shrub Hill Maternity Unit 1 =
Totals = 22 16
Oyt-County hospitals 3 35
Domiciliery cases 22 23
TOTALS 129 124
. e )
e Lge of mother Table 3. | Position in family. |
sB.| % 8 O | S
16 - 20 yrs, 6 5 lst baby 38 30
24 - 25 251 20 Z2nd " 2 20
26 - 30 30 | 2L I " 12 10
H - 35 17 | 14 th " 10 8
36 - LO 15 | 12 5th " 2 2
L0+ 2 2 6th " 1 -
Age not lmowvm 29 | 23 iore than 6 previous 8 &
chiliren
Not lmown 28 2
4 1 124 | 100
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birt ¢  There were 450 prematore live births and 69 pressture
st11lbirths among total County births of 6,604 giving a rate of 7.0% compoared

with &% In 1957. The proportlon of premature stillbirths was 57% while for 1live births
1t was G60,9%,

& low birth welght bringing a baby inte the 'premature! class Iz not necessarily an
Indication of & premature birth and mag in many cases also demonstrate that the babyiz ante=
natal development has beon prejudiced by somé conditlon such s 11Ineas In the mother, I
thase two groups can be studled separately it should be posaible to drow more valld conclusions
sbout causes of "prematurity! and that 1s why the county notification asks for the gestaticn
perlod and for the piowife's observations on the possible reason for the low birth 'n'amht-. or
37 premeture bablos from the County area (exeluding Oldbury and Kidderminster boroughs) the
"emuga! of presaturity wes given in 224 cases. It 15 Interosting that in neerly half (100) it
wes donknown', The other eauses In order of frequency are glwen below:=

Multiple prognancy 59 (37 pregnencies) unkmown 100
Fre=eclamptic toxsemia unstated 93
Industion of labour 14
Ceesarean section =
Epontancous presature labour 10
Maternal condition 10
Non=toxic ante=partum heemorfhage 9
Habitual 8
Induction/Caganrrean section for
other causes 7
Foetal defects 3
Flecental deficicney 1

It hes been observed that maternal ansemia = with haemoglobdin levels In the seventies
= ¢or less, 15 fer too commonly recorded among the mothers who have premsture or stillborn babies
or who lose them {n the first fow weeks of lire, It hardly seoms necessery to repeat the
aszepted dictum that there should be routine heemoglobln testing esrly In overy prognency, with
checks after treatment I this has to be instituted, and & second Ceat nearer term; but this
might prove to be & very useful life-saving maasure.

%mﬁ%g: County blrtha In 1950 included one set of triplets and 35 pairs of owins

n &, Eat rthes (this Includeg Oldbury end Kidgerminster Borough), The known edditlonal
risks to such bebles can be assessod from the flgures sinee of % mothers oxpecting more than one
baby, 5 lost both babies and 10 lost one.

The ante-natal loss of 1ife in the premature group was mech smaller this year, only one
triplet and four single twins dying beforse bi¥th and all but one of these wera very small babies,

The post-natal deaths among twins totalled 15 (four palrs and seven singletons) of which
11 occurred in the first week of 1life,

&HI% of E;q depends particularly on good ente-netel care and a8 confinement with skilled
p proper facilities bteing available. Subsequent hospital cere can enable @ven small &nd
gelicats babies to progress satisfactorily In most cases = although tables over LF lbs. If riIt,
usually do equally well at home with some extrs attention.

Child deaths:

Dgaths of children under 5: The Registrar General records a total of
4180 and records (although not wholly cl:mpl&t—&} are available for 141 of
these, which can be summnarised as follows:-

Deaths in lst 24 hours 50 (3% of total) of which 13 (26%) had congenitel dofects
. from 2 - ¥ days 20 (g » = )® W) P L L
. " 1 - L4 weeks 11 (m = wj)w = (g5 = " L]
) " 4 =412 months 32 (e m w)w ¢ 5 (50E) . "
’ " 4 = 5 years 2B (208 » w)v ¢ 2R " " "
Deathe !E.; E = E [Eargt The 28 children of thizs sge group for whom records are
avallable arda of childhood = accldents (5), infections (&) and new

growths (S). Accldents Inclucded one death by drownaing,two from motor accldents

and two from burns - a nightdress ignited by matches which burnt 60% of the child's
body surface, and a fall on the living roos fire similarly affecting 30%. Infections
arg not all yet conquered when two children dle from meninglitls, and whooplng cough
produced destha In two othors (neither of them Immunised). Fiwve of them were
mentally defective, Congenital defectes In some Inastances bocame apparent sofd Cima
arcer birth but some cascs, sueh as four with spina bifida, were disgnosed immediately
but only took their Inevitable toll after survival perlods usually under four years In
apita of devoted parental care. Eloven children oled eventuslly froom the direct
effect of these handleaps,
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in {after first month): There were 32 deaths in this
pﬂi% min% ﬁu& o mgantlonn {12) and congenital defects (15). Of 5 bables
, found dend In thelr prans, 3 dled from aceldents guch ss asphyxie or irhaled
yemit while tes who showed 1little sign while allve, died of an scuté Infection
only disecwvored by post-mortem cxamination. The pajority of infectlons mere
praumgnias, reminding us that edult discase only too quickly retches tha 1ung
of young bables, and that the mew drugs have not yet achieved 100% success.
Ho mallgnont disense occurred in this group, but commnital defects out=numbored
heart and spinsl defects in almost equel numbers. Flbroslastosls, @ mors
dlseasa, occurtid In ono cAse.

EW: Thiz iz the perled of lessy risk = before those who havo
survived & s of birth succimb to the risks of life with growlng
indepencdense snd physioal desands. Congenital dafects mumbered 5 and birth

injury elaimed two late victlms, while inhaled vomlt produced one aceldonk
victio znd seute eppondicitls produced late peritonitis in n two weeks old baby.

Together with first woek deaths the neonatal group comprises half the
1o08g of pre=school Life, but the first week deatha are considered seperately with
stil1lbirthe os perinatal omes. The neonntal death rete of 14 recorded this yeor for
the eounty eompareg favourably with the pational flgure of 16.2

Te pummarise deaths in children over the age of a week show that the
affoctive conguering of infection is not yet universal, while tha problem
of research into the causation of congenital defects such as mal-develop-
ment of the heart, the brain and spinal column, is an urgent oneé if more
bebies ere to be saved, and would be on even greater advance than has been
achieved in recent yoars in the sucoessful surgical treatment of so many
of these conditions - previously almost universally fatal,

Perinatal mortality: The County rate this year is 31.6 (las% year
32,5) from the figures provided by the Registrar General of 4127 still-
births and 79 firat wook deaths.

Analysis of cases in the County for widch information is
available (194) has again been cerricd out ana the tablo below suwmarlses
the causes of loss of life - sssessed to the primery cause.

PERINATAL MORTALITY - CAUZES 1958

Cause Stilibirths | lst doy death | 2-7 day deaths TOTAL
Congenitel dafects 22 15 6 L3
Prepoture labour - unknown

cause 4 10 3 17
Hultiple prognancy 3 ] 2 13
Pre=eclmmptic toxmemin/
Foxic ante-partun
hoaemorThage 2 i 3 M
Noretoxie anta-partun
haemorrhage 9 5 i 15
Difficult birth 18 2 2 2
Maternal condition & 2 1 i 1"
I1legi timate funwanted 1 L - I 5
Flacental Insufficlency 14 - - 1l
Foat=maturl ry 3 = E 3
Uthera 18 ; - e ! 20
1 1
TOTALS 12 i 50 | 20 ; 154
o}

The County participated in a National Survey on perinatal
mortality under the auspices of the National Birthday Trust Pund,
The object of this survey wus to obtain information from which it was
hoped to make a reduction in stillbirths and neo-natal deaths,
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Worceatershire wyna also asgked to take part in a perinatal
mortality enquiry which was being carried out by the General
Register Office and Ministry of Heslth., This enquiry started on
July lst 1958 and will finish on June 30th 1959,

Visitors to the County: Three Indian officials who were in this
country under the Colombo plan, and who were attending Birmingham
University in order to study English local government, visited the
county in July.

Under the auspices of the World Health Organisation, a
Japanese doctor spent two weeks in the county to see the
organisation and functioning of maternal and child health servicesa
in rural and semi-rural areas,

Miss M, I. Sankey, the Queen's Institute Visitor for the
wostern area paid a routine three yearly wisit in September and saw
som2 of the work of the district nurses.

Hefugees: In May an ante-natal clinic was started at the camp
outside Kidderminster for refugees from Egypt, and the local
midwife attended two afterncons each month to see any expectant
mothers in the camp, and to ensurse that the neceasary application
forma for hospital beds were completed. She also co-operated with
the sister in the camp in any perentcraft demcnstrations or talks.
This camp wea closed in July.

Gpoenhill Hgstel, Kidderminster: Owing to the difficulty of
recruitihg staff who were prepared to work in the present premises,
this hostel was closed at the beginning of June.

S¢aff Changes: Miss S, Keeler was appointed as Chief Nursing
Officer to co-ordinate the home nursing, midwifery and health
visiting services in the county. She started work on Fegbruary
10th. Previous to this appointment she was Deputy Superintendent
Nursing Officer for Cumberland County Council,

Among thoase retiring were 5 combined district nurses who
had served their districts from 18 = 35 years and 2 school nurses
for 14 and 23 years, Other resipnations totalled 4 district
nurses, 13 district nursefmidwivaa, 3 district nurse,.'"rmidwivea,.r"
health visitors/school nurses and 4 health visitors/school nurses,.
Five oxtensions above retiring age were agreed.

The Iscbel Morcom Medal and Prize was awarded to Miss A,H, Stokes
of Porshore for 1958 and presented to her at the County Nursing
Agsociation Annual General Meoting in July. HMiss Stokes has
worked in the county for 20 years.

Long Service Badges and Bars were presented to 17 nurses,

Staff Details:

(1)  Area Nyrse Tpaining Committec: Miss Kean, the Superintendent
Health Visitor continued to attend the meetings of this Committee.

(2) Training Students from other Authorities: 412 Queen's nurse
atudents from Nottinghem and 410 health visitor students from
Birminghem visited the county, 6 for 3 days regional and L for 5
days rural experience., In addition 24 final year students from
the Mid-Worcestershire Hoapital Management Committee Training
Centre, spent a day on the district in Kidderminster, Redditch or
Bromsgrove, cbserving the work of a district nurse und health
visitor,

d’lﬂE *IE‘*






Table 4. Ipvestigations from clinies, Table 5. Relaxation class attendances

B C.C. AM.C, Hosp. hN.C, | Other
' : | New . Total | How ; Total , New | Total
coses| attend- ecosca; Atte Coses! Attond-
IEAR E:I{n e gy B m ) ances j ances Eamaa;
1956 | 825| 646 | 84| L2 |18 | 1956 | 566 | 2,823 | aﬂs| 729 | 127 | el
1957 | Bbs| B2 | Bely Bs 1Bt 1957 | 608+ ; 3,497 i 1 Em! "y | Lgg

1956 | sg2! €63 | e8| 105 | = 1950 s-e",-.ile.s?gl 1 617 | 125 | 60

Table 6. Welfare Food Distribution.

Child Welfare and Ante-natel Centres 87 (83 in 1957)

Dthers P aw www 59 {E‘ﬂm195?}
Table 64. Variations in distribution 1957-58 and wvariation in birth rate.
Total amount Increase.or .| . Birth yate . |
delivered in 1958 | decresss on 1957 | compared with 1957
National Dried ]
Milk 107,301 tins 202 decrease
Cod Liver 04l 24,55 bottles 3% decrease 1%+ decrease
A and D
tablets 17,692 packets Z% decresse
Orange Juice 197,802 bottles 37« decreasze E

Table 7. Mother and baby homes in County.

Provision ool " Average stay
Total cases| County
Hostel Beds Cota|  4n year cages Ante-natel Post-natal
helped

Greenhill
{-.::loueﬂ on
L.6.58) 14 9 11 6 2 months 2 months
8t.
ﬂath.erinﬂ'azl 2L 2l 23 1 - 11 months

Child Welfare Centres:

There were 97 centres provided at the end of the year (94 in 1957);
12 of these are served by the mobile won. Monthly sessions numberad
219 this year (211 in 1957). PFive weighing centres were open at the
end of the year, providing 9 sessions a month.

Ante-natnl clinics: At the end of the year there were 16 county ante-
natal clinics still open with a medical officer in attendance.
Midwives continued to attend general practitioners ante-natal sessions
in some areas and in others to hold their own at their houses or
clinica.
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FParentoraff and Felaxation Classes: During the year classes were
started at Tribbenhall ante-natal clinic and these were hield twice
monthly. Relaxation classes were also started for Catshill mothers
and weare held twice monthly.

Welfare Foods:

Dotails of the distribution undertaken in the county are given
in the tables.

Illegitimacy:

The Diocesan Moral Welfare Association continued to act as
the County Council's agent in helping the mejority of cases coming to
notice, and on the recommendation of the workars, the County Council
gsaisted in maintaining a total of 52 cases, Of these girls 6 went
to Greenhill Hostel (which was closed at the beginning of June) and
one to 3t, Catherines, while the remainder were accommodated in
hostels outside the countys Details of the work undertaken at the
homes during this year are shown in the tables.

Diocesan M Welfare Worker's rt: The Diccesan Moral Welfare
Agzociation through its various Workers, has been in touch with 183
mothers of illegitimate children during 1958, in addition to a
considerable number who had been referred previously and were sbill
needing care. Many of these cams through the ante-natal clindics of
the County Health Department.

Of these approximately 120 were admitted to Mother and Bsby
Homes for periocds of 6 - 20 weeks according to need, 51 of these
were maintained by grents from the County Council who met the balance
of fess not covered by National Insurance benofits. The majority of
mothers took their bibies home with them, s few were admitted to
residertial nurseries and some went to foster-mothera; only 55 mothera
epplied for adoption of their child, 39 through the Worcester Society,
and for various good reasons 15 were placed through other Sccieties.
Several mothers married the father of the child shortly before, or
soon after, confinemomt,

Cering to the difficulty of cbtaining adequate and suitable
staff, it beocame necessary to close Greenhill Hpstel for Mothers and
Babies in Kidderminster and since then (early June) vacancies have
had to be obtained in Homes in cother Counties, As Greenhill was an
old house needing constant expenditure on repairs and being difficult
and uneconomic to run, the Commititos decided to sell the house and
land anmd are hoping to secure more suitable premises shortly.

St. Catharine's House at West Malvern continues to provide
accommodation for young mothers wishing to keep their babiss, who
are cared for while the mothers go to either part, or full-time
daily work, This enables the mother to be partially self-supporting
and yet have a ressonable time with her child,

The age and stetus of the mothers of illegitimate children
varies from the youngster of 14 + to the marrisd women of LO +
(often separated or divorced , but sometimes living with her
husband), but their need is very similar in that the illegitimate
child nust be given adequate care immediately and a proper plan
made for the future. This includes rehabilitation for the mother
and may teke several months &nd even years. It is important for
mother and child that every opportunity should be seized to help

towards this, but espocially for the child whoee future is in the
'b!il&ﬂﬂ&. i
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Nyrseries: 0ldbury Day Nursery (lzst one in the county) was
closed in May., Arrangements were made for one child to Lo sent to
Smethwlck Day Nursery for a month,

Nurseries and Child Minders: The 6 private nurseries end child
minders registered at the end of the year were providing #1 places
for children up to the age of 5.

Handicapped Children: The register of children with handicaps was
maintained, Cgses over 2 years of age where early ascertainment or
treatment was necessary were raferred to the school hoalth service
or mental health section or to the appropriate consultant.

HEFORT OF CHIEF DENTAL OFFICER

TENTAL TREATHENT OF NURSING AND EXPRECTANT OTHERS
AN PRE-SCHOOL CHIIDEENR

A slight improvement in the Steffing position during the
yoear enabled the dental officers to set aside more sessions for the
treatment of young children end expectent and nursing mothors during
the year, though the increase was but amall, HMNewvertheless, the
demand for dental treatment dees not show any big increasas,

In & County where there were over 6,500 registered births
during the year it seema extraordinary that only 332 of the mothers
presented themselves for dental treatment through the County Dental
Services - only sbout %o of those eligible to do so. Doubtless
many others go to private dentists or receive dental treatment at a
hospital, but while these figures are not available, it is almoat
certain that a very large proporticn of expectant end nursing
mothers receive no dental troatment whatever during a most important
time, It is highly probable that not all of the mothers are aware
of the existence of the County Dental Service, but the County
midwives attended at over 2,200 deliveries and in addition some
mothers who had their children in hospitals attended the County
Clinicas for ante-natal and post-natal care, so the information
could easily bo givon them.

Of the 332 mothers who were inspected dentally, only two
ware found to be dentally fit. Of the remaining 330, it is dis-
turbing to note that 2 either refused treatment or decided to attend
private dentists and, more disturbing still, of thode who accepted
dental treatment more than one-third failed to continue to
completion. The final figura of those who wore mede dentally fit
by the County Dental Service represents less than 3; of the
expectant or nuraing mothera in the County.

Evening sessions are held in Oldbury, Stourbridge and
Kidderminster and daytime sessions at Bromsgrove, Redditch and
Stourport. Ag the demand inaoreases, further sessions will be
set aside for this work, but at present those sessions which are
set aside are by no means fully bocked,

Construction of the dental laboratory at Stourbridge
commencead , after unforeseen hold-up, during the year, but difficulty
ie envisaged in obtaining a sultable technician when the laboratory
is complete.

X=ray apparatus is meintained and used in the fixed clinies at
Oldbury, Halesowen, Stourbridge, Kidderminster and Redditch and also
in tha three mobils dental units, though these latter facilities are
rarely if ever in use for expectant and nursing mothers,

BE,D, BRITTEN
Chief Dental Officer,
EBAGE 20,



h ¥ al 4 [
|
» ¥ | » 1 iy
Ay 1 C L 1 a i i
| ¥
§ . 1 .
1 i 7 [ |
. 4 - _. T 1 i ry
g i .
i a










dAnalgesia: With the exception of 1 part-time relief nurse, all
the county midwiflery staff are qualified to edminister gns and
air; in addition the Kidderminster midwives are able to use
trilene. 8% of the mothors delivered at home had gas and air
or trilene (83. in 1957) and 47: had pothidenc (54. in 1957):

89 mothers had trilenc (88 in 1957).

Broast Feeding: The number of domiciliary cases in which the
infant was wholly breast fod st the 14th day was 1,748. This
represents 77. of the total babies delivered at home (7. in 1957).

Flying Sguad: The Flying Squad was called cut to 10 cases
during the year (45 in 1957); L with retained placenta, 5 for
post-partun haemorrhage (1 et end of second stags before birth of
the placentn) and onc case of obstetric shock,

Oxygen: The cmergency supplies of oxygen held on the district
were used 3§ timss during the year, and in the csse of one bahy
who survived there is no doubt that its 1life wes saved by the use
of DXFEon.

Promature Babies:

4.%. of the live bebies born at home were prometure by
weight (L.97 in 1957). Of the 73 delivered end nursed ot home,
69 were still slive after e month, while 3 died within 24 hours,
Of the 23 babica born at home and transferred to hospital for
nursing, 16 survived the first month, while 3 died within the
first 24 honrs,

Twina: Of the 35 scts of twins, & were delivered at home.

Supervision of midwives: Two nursing officers st hesdquarters
gave the equivalent time of 12 officers in the non-medical
supervision of midwlves, The Chief Nursing Officer alsc gave

a small proportion of hor time to this work. Visits were paid
to midwives oo the steff and private midwives and meternity units
and during the year ecnguiries were again carried cut on all still-
births ocourring in the county, both hospital and demiciliary.

Private midwives: Tponty-one midwives notified their intontion
to practise this year and attended 19 confinements, at & of
which no doctor was present; 9 of those midwives wero gualified
to glve gas and edr.

Nyrasing Homes: Two midwives in 2 nursing homes taking maternity
cases staffed a total of & meternity beds end deliverod 23 cases,
Only one of them was quaolified to give ges and air,

Hogpital midwives: In the 5 meternity hospital unite in the
county, 39 midwives notificd their intention to practiso and

26 of these wore gualified fto givu pas and amir. The number

of hospital deliverica, wes, 2,611 distributed as follows:-
(deliveries of "out county" hospitals are also shown and starred).
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SECTION 25:

Home Nursing: Staff:

The equivalent of 1% at

headquarters were engeged on administrative duties.
woere 99 state registered nurses employed ss full-time or part-

time nurses at the end of the year;
assistant nurses and 1 midwife.

Queen's nurses,

full-time general nurses.

There

28 state enrolled
Sixtyfive of the 99 were

The total of 128 carrying out pgeneral
nursing duties as part or all of their work is eguivalent to 69

6,207 population, compared with 6,413 in 1957.
vizits decreased by 5,912,

by 12,408 (1last year 10,683).

This gives a figure of 1 nurse to

The number of

The tables compare the work in 1957 and 1958,
gignificant change in the werk is again the increased number of
visits paid to long term patients, that is to patients who had

more than 24 wisits,

rose in this group by 248.
over the age of 65 increased by 5,753,
note the decreage in the numker of cases of tuberculosis nursed
and the number of wvisits paid since 1957, a decrease to 48 caszes
and 4,836 visits.

the aged and chronic sick cooupies a large proportion of the

The most

The number of visits in this group rose

The number of cases attended also

On the whole, more nursing visits were paid to fewer
patients, but it is evident that the trend to nurse at home

nurses time.

Hop=-pickers:

Apart from 1 mart-time nurse who was snecinlly

engaged for the purpose, the regular county staff cared for
hop-pickers on their districts and atteonded 311 patients,

ledical Comforts;

The number of visits to patients
It is interesting to

The work wundertaken through this schome,

organized by the 3t.J9kn and Red Cross Socleties, continues to
be invalusble, and again this year the Varie Curie Momoriel
Fund provided additional ecomfortz for patients with malignant
disease.

DISTRICT NURSING TABIES

Details of work 1957=58

Table 21

| ] INFECTIOUS | TUTER- | MATERN- |  OTHERS '

! YEAR MEDICAL [ BURMOICAL DISEASES | CULOBIS i el |

e e e e T e o ..i-...._..-.i_..-._.d..., -_r: e

v - ] =

el Elgl sigis lg; E|EIE|lE (B

| - g | : 3 g g || E|*|8| & |&

i e s LT

| 1957 |5,753 157,876 11,965 | 40,655 | 17 {19 |7 {2,772 31 [301 {9,053 (10,15

| 1958 5,571 |164,250 h,793 2,155 | 29 1176 | 48 [1,836] 17 [174 [8,385 | 5,225

TH= x i

cm - E’Iﬂh - I’m 12 [ 2? - - - - - -

| oe- i

F¢mmms a2 - 1720 = = | = |26 | 93| 1k} 127] 1,550 e}
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i ' " Average Attenc-
DIETRICY . CENTRE HELD ! BRCES I
________ gl D ISRAC D 5 el 1957 1958 |
. Holesowen | Blackheath | Vieekly v AT78) 76 |
. Borough = Credley ! " 52) 52
| Halesowen | iy B} 82
IHdder=- Birchen ,
mingter | Coppice | Weekly (except BIﬂweek]' 17) 24
Borough | Broadwnters | i | 27 22
| Comberton | il t {35) 29
| Coventry St, | ot 45) 52
Franche | - 35) 38
. Foley Perk | i 53)| 63
| Kidder= | Chaddesley |
i minster | Corbett ' Monthly 120 13
. Rural Blakedovm | o 20) 17
| Cooldloy | L 23) 29
- | Corst Hi11 | ; (8) 12
| " Rock R ﬁﬂra L 42
i [ Wolwerley | 4 2511 23
Malvern | Lonadowmne Weekly 1 L |
Urben | Link 5 ) 3.
| Hewtovm | " 20)| 18
| Sherrard! 5 i
| Green i . from July ? - | 28
f ifyoho | Nonthly seaed ) §11EY ¢
 Mortley | Broadheath | Tvr].ca nm'rl;hl:,r E‘L?}i 14
Rural | Hallow 1 L (22)] 17
Clifton on ' ; |
Teme { Monthly i Eh. 55
Holt | Bi~monthly |  tL)F 8
Little 'I.?i‘l‘-le:.r ! it . 10 T
Shrawrley . " 15) | 14
Great Witley R 1 17 8
Oldvey Langley ' Twicﬂ wackly (58) | B4
| Barough Wnrley | - i Eﬁ? L6
g 'ﬁualajr Stroct | | 'if&cﬂ;r | (5k)1 55
| Pershore Bra&on | Mr:mtlﬂ;; 2911 29
i Bural Eckington i | (25)} 25
. Fladbury i Twice monthly | {42) 110
| Pershore ' . “ | (4O) 45
| Stoulton i i . L (15) | 1Lk
| Redditch Hedditch |
Urban (Abbeydale) | Twice monthly %25; 30
Astwood Bank | . i 37)i 36
Hedditch i
(Batchley) Weekly E}E; 29
Peckenham lonthly | £43)140
. Redditeh % {
! vinarnpa Tmae mtu;r i (48) 28
| E‘bnur‘bxi.ﬁga I.um WEEIJy 33)1 39
' Korton e I
I Pedmore Twice monthly 134115
i Stowrbridge = |
Infants Weelkly Esa,g L5
I Toddlers Monthly L (10) | 10
| Wollaston Twice monthly from April |
| | Wollescote Weelly (34) | 39
! E.tmrport— Arcley I{jnps Ehm,c mnﬂﬂy i {29) | 37
| on=Severn | Stourport i (22) |27
i Wilden chthly | (20) 120
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VACCINATION - ANNUAL BETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st December 1958 - SUMMARY

Ne, of persona vacocinated

¥o. of persons re-vaccinsted

Under

15 Under ! 15
DISTRICT 1 1 2toh| 5ty | OR OVER| TOTAL 1 2% 4| 5 toi4k | OR OVER TOTAL
REWDLEY BOROUGH LB 1 3 - 3 55 - - - 2 9
DROITWICE BOROUGH B2 37 17 L - 140 - 1 1 3 5
EVESHAM BOROUCH ETA 7 ) I 9 118 - 1 5 29 35
HALESOWEN BOROUGH L09 14 5 T 17 452 - - - 2 2
KIDDERMINSTER BCROUGH 360 8 16 6 11 L - 13 17 52 83
OLDEBURY BOROUGH 348 12 15 9 1L 358 - - - 13 13
STOURBRIDGE BOROUGH L79 15 12 7 10 523 - 1 2 15 18
BROMSGROVE URBAN 27h 9 £ ) 5 297 - 1 2 16 15
MALVERN URBAN 233 8 10 11 22 1NN - 1 3 53 57
REDDITCH URBAN 395 11 9 17 - L32 - - 1 8 g
STOURPORT URBAN 130 1 2 2 3 138 - 1 8 8 17
BROMSGROVE RURAL 323 5 11 A 5 352 - 1 1 10 12
DROITWICH RURAL 13 15 3 4 2 152 - 1 3 8 12
EVESHAM RURAL 116 8 1 b 13 142 - - 1 £ 7
KIDDERMINSTER RURAL 90 - [3 1 8 105 - 1 14 26 38
MARTLEY RURAL 129 10 3 3 2 147 - - 3 12 15
FERSHORE RURAL 81 3 [ 2 2 TR - 1 1 L 7
TENEURY RURAL 57 = % - 1 £n £ = 1 I 5
UPTON ON SEVERN RURAL 1 4 1 1 5 112 - - - 5 5
TOTALS 3500 168 132 88 136 INE-N - 23 €0 276 361
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therin Tmmmisation — .,_"_.._dEmm._.p Returm for the yesr ended 3=t December E%.

Murber of children at 31st December 1958 who had completed a course of Immmisation at
any time before that dete i,e, at any time since st Jamuary 1941
Last complete course of injections m...mﬁﬁwﬂr Trimery or Booster)

. 195 - 1958 Pe 1953 or earlier
Age ot 31.12.56 d.c. Under1 | 1=-4 | 5-9 | 10-44 Under 15 5 =9 10 = 14 Under 15
Born in year 1958 1954 — 1957 | 1949 — 1953 | 1944 - 1948 Total 1949 - 1953 1944 = 4948 Total
Bewdley Borough 18 188 245 69 520 85 333 118
Droitwich Borough 18 %98 577 60 1053 149 456 615
Evesham Borough 3k 559 752 12, 1469 8 568 576
Halesowen Bocough 130 1856 244 186 4,566 546 3537 L083
Kidderminster Borough L3 1570 2320 37k L33 619 2700 3349
Oldbury Borough 63 1880 3283 3065 B2 600 1751 2351
Stowrbridge Borough 17k ATTh 2268 360 L5676 520 2L62 2982
Bromsgrove Urban 160 1307 1637 197 3301 435 2970 2609
¥alvern Urban 56 1093 1028 282 2459 539 1165 1708
Redditch Urban il 1743 233 134 4276 589 281, 5435
Stourport Urbsn 35 567 790 86 1478 276 935 1241
Broemsgrove Rural 100 1428 1505 197 3230 1l 2158 2772
Droitwich Rural 28 575 Thids 115 1162 359 90 1299
Evesham RBursl b1 606 983 199 1819 i 26 6L3 669
Kidderminster Rursl 18 L33 702 g2 1245 183 M2 995
¥artley Rural * 498 551 109 1189 | 35 85 1130
Pershore Rural 14 458 640 68 1207 | 619 9N 1610
Terbury Rural 8 222 303 L2 572 78 503 L3
Upton on Severn Rural 11 LE0 492 93 1056 _ 326 BT 1173
]
TOTALS 1046 17745 23565 5849 L8205 T 6886 2655, 33430

FAGE 38,















Ambulance Service (Section 27)

It is pleasing to report thnt although the total number of
cases conveyed by ambulonoea during the year wos higher than in
1957, the milesge showed a further decline, This is a Just
reward for all the time spent in frying to achieve the most
economical use of vehicles and staff availalile, The miles per
ease were 3,9 as compared with 5,0 in 1956 and 1957,

2,707 accident cnses were cmmveyed, compered with 2, RG3 the
previous yenr, and out-patient treatment cases were 95,222 compored
with 93,77k

It is now routine for cross-county journeys to be referred
to the County Headquarters Control in order that the wehicles
concerncd can be utilised to the full, In addition there is
very closc co—operstion between adjoining ombulance stations, and
it is only by this co-operation that there hasz been no inorease
in staff for four yenrs.

As in previous yeors the majority of long distance journeys
were arronged by railway, ond a total of 648 patients were con=
veyed by this means during 1958 compared with 676 in 1957. This
forr of tronsport is constontly being recommended to general
practitioners and hospitels, but there sre still possibilities of
incroasing the mmber of patients who coan be conveyed by this
BCTVioe,

Ambulance Stations,

Tovnrds the latter poart of the yeor, building of new statiocns
at Stourbridge ond Helesowen was begun, and both should come into
operational use during 1959, In addition, iv is likely that m
new station will be bujlt ot Kidderminster, ond it has been agreed
that a permanert stotion will be incorporated into the new police
station when it is built at Malvern.

Mew Vehioles,

The poliey of purchosing the amaller Morris L, D, 1 snbulances
has continued, oand two L. C, 5 sitting cnse ambulances have also
been ordered for delivery during the 1958/9 financial yesr, These
smnll vehicles are piving every antiafnotion and are economical din
use,

Voluntary Agency,

The Worcester Clty and Distriet Voluntory Ambulance Committoe
continued to scrve Worcester City and surrounding county areas,
end took possession of a now nmbulence stntion in June, which was
opened by the Member for Vorceater, The Rt, Hon, G. R, Ward, P, C,.,
M.T, The cost of building the #ation wos borne Jointly by the
City and County Councils, snd tho premises are let to the Voluntary
Committec without peyment, During the yoor 1,900 county cases
wore conveyed a totnl of 30,2 miles compared with 1,951 cases
and 33,616 milos in 1557.

Hoapital snd E;i.rc Cor Sczrviﬂeaa

Both hospitnl end hire cers have been used extensively to
conserve smbulances, Despite efforts to recruit new hospital car
drivers, not emough sre aveileble to cope with the work, smd
inorcased usc has to bo of hire cara, but we are foartunnte
that the mtes per milB?#fe compareble with those peid for hospital
cara, Very often too, mileage con be saoved when hire care nre
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Table B, Establishment at 31t December, 1958

A ¥o, of Driver-attendanta, ]
Station Vehicles Vhole-time | Fart-time,
Bromsgrove Ge Ts -
Droitwich 1a 1. -
Evechem 2a - Ze
Halesowen e 6. -
Kidderminaster [ Te -
Halvern Sa De =2
Oldbury Sa Be -
Fershore 1. - Je
Redditch Se 6., -
Stourbridge. 5e (-8 -
Tenbury - 2
Wythall 1o - -
Hayley Green Hoapital 2 - 1.
Helief Driver-.!‘stt;nd-
anifs. - 2 =
! L5 L7 B

Dr, R. B. Mayfield, Chief Tuberculosis Officer and Consul-~
tant Chest Fhysician has given the following:—

Tables I and IT respectively show the notif'ications and
deaths from tuberoulosis during the past five yesrs, Both these
rates show a slight further fall compared with the previocus year,
Several factors have contributed to this amccelerated improvement
during the past ten yearmor so, and it is difficult to assesa
their relative importance, Cortainly chemotherapy has pleyed s
laxrge part, and the improvement of treatment is illustrated by
the fact that ten years ago the death rate wes about hnlf the
notification rate, whereas in 1958 it was less than one fifth of
that figure. During the first few years after the introduction
of the new drugs, the deanth rate diminished, but the notification
rate was unchanged. During the last three yesrs, however, this
latter rate has also fallen, despite improved methoda of cnse-
finding, There are thus solid prounds for expecting that, in the
next ten years, this disease will shrink to become a relatively
minor mediocal problem, berring the incidence during this perdied
of wor, famine or cther major catastrophe,
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| Nottri- | Demth | Total| Totsl |
satlon | Rate cazas | Doaths |
Popu= Districts rate per | per | noti- |
1000 pop= 1,000 | fled |
Mg ulations | pop= I
b [ [ lation .
24,900 Halvern Urban Cuily | = 11 -
)
5500 Oldbury Borough 0,89 | 0,07 49 L
33120 | Redditch Urban OukiB | 0,03 16| 1
39660 | Stourbridge Borough 0,50 | 0,05| 20 2
11190 Stourpert on Severn Urban 0.62 | 0,18 7 2
Z3L70 Eromsgrove Rural 0.2h | 0,05 B 1
13690 | Droitwich Rural Ok | 0,07 6| 1
166830 | Evesham Fural o.L8| 0,48 8| 3
12080 Kidderminster Rural 0. 74 - 9 -
11990 Moartley Rural 0.42 . 5 -
16360 Pershore Rural 0436 - 6 -
5440 | Tenbury Rural Tl | GaAB} 4| A1
14770 | Upton on Severn Rural 0.27 | Q27| 4| &
L28300 ¥hole county | 0,52 | 0,071 225 32
TARLE IV
New contacts exsmined st the Chest Clinies
"~ [Waw | tumbers of | Totals of | Nusber of contests |
Chest Clinlc ConkAsts | contacts dio-| coses motl-) examined por new
exasined; Shosed os fled tuber—| rotifled cose!
tuberculous culous |
Bromsgrove Ceneral 289 L 20 14e 5
Corbett Hospital 84 7 L 2.0
Hddderminster Gen 214 3 L3 5e0
Langley Chest Clinic 159 L L3 3.2
Smallwood Hospitol | 157 2 20 749
Worcester Royal
Infirmary = 639 i 86 Tols
Whole county
including Worccater | 1539 | 27 259 5.9
city 1 B l

® Separate fimuwres for County end City contects examined at the
Worcester Royal Infirmery Chest Clinic are not availsable,

The mmber of contects exmmined at the Bromsgrove General
Hospital is larger than usunl becsuse it includes something over
4100 children snd steff examined at s Residential School,

OCCUCATICIAY, THERAPY

During the yeor 1953, 144 patients received 1,568 visits,
A change of staff occurred at the end of October when liss

J. Fletcher resigned, she will be replaced by liss R, Young early in
the new year,

P.GE 4B






In & Tow oohoole, I have glven shapt 4alve tn senior aivle,
on poeature, care Of the foct mud andgahle Tootwoar,

Groarod
Children who have required treatment either in hospital
or at an Orthopaedic Clinic, hewve been followed up either at
school or home,
Remedial exercises haWe been taught where necessary &nd

parents encouraged to see they are continued over the rather leng
perdod which is necessary to show the desireiresult. .

Kathleen J, Johnseon,
S.R N, , ON.C., MWL,

Convel escent Treatment

This service continues te be of real value to the individual
patient and to the community; 288 ceses were referred during the
year., 240 pases were aotually sent to convaloscent homes and
the usual stay was for two weeks, Egecorts were provided and
special transport arranged when necessary., The remaining 78 cases
were either in benefit with the Birmingham Hospital Ssturday Fund
and hed a holiday through the Fund or were withdrawn at the
request of the patient or whoae finencinl circumstences were such
that the County Council could not sccept responsibility, The
figures ocompare favoursbly with coses sent on convalescence
during 1957.

Hot many ceses arose during the winter months but for the
remainder of the yeer the monthly sdmission rate was fairly
constant.

Al]l the cagea referred wore elther by hogpitals or
gencral practiticners. Fatients contributed towards the cost
according to their means; about cne guarter were in recoipt of
National fAgaistance,

Patients went to well knmown homes where a report had
already been cbtained and the majority chose either homesa at
Weston-super-Mare, Herne Bay, Portheawl, Exmouth, Torquay and
Breoadstairs,

Medical Comforts Dopots

It is pleasing to record that this most admirable service
has continusd to work well throughout the year.

The personnel of the 5t, John dAmbulance Brigade and the
British Red Cross Society arc to be congratulated for the amount
of untiring voluntary work which is undertaken in order to
provide medical comforts depots in wvarious parts of the County.
Details of the depots can be obtained from either organisation or
direct from the County Health Department,
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MENTAL HEAITH SERVICE

1 ADMINISTRATION

Mental Health Sub~Committee

The County Council's powers in relation to mental health
have been delegated to the mental health sub-committee which is
constituted as stated in my previous reports. The medigal
superintendents of the mental hospitals snd the mental
def'iciengy institutions in the county attend the meetings of the
Sub-Committee in an edvisory capoacity.

Staff

The staff ecnsists of an administrative mental health
officer, fivd duly authorised officers, three sssistant duly
authorised officers, one female mental health worker and one
paychiatric social worker. Eleven mental health workera are
employed at the occupation centres,

The services of one peychiatrio social worker were lost
during the year due to the worker taking up another appointment.
Unflortunately, due to the great demand for such workers and the
shortage of supply, the appointment remains vacant. During the
year it became possible to appoint a female mental health worker
to undertake supervision of female defectives.

Co-Ordination with Regionnl Hosmital Boards, Eto.

Close co-coperation is maintained with the Birmingham
Ragional Hospitz] Board cnd the Board's officera are awailable
for consul tation whenever required, Cases on licence Prom
inatitutions continue to be supervised by the Council's of'ficers
on behalf of Hospital Management Committess and periodic reports on
their progress are made, In addition the services of the suaial
workers have been made available for use by the mental hospitals
in the County.

Yoluntary Agsociations

Use is made of the services of the Guardianship Society ot
Brighton for the supervision of cases under gusrdianship at Zast-
bourne.

Several branches of the Nationsl Association of Parents of
Mentally Hondicapped Children are in existence in the county and
do much to foster interest in the education of such children.

Voluntary Welfare Committees have been established in
connection with the Ogcupation Centres at Netherend, Stourport-
on-Severn and Bromsgrove,

The mervices of locnl speial agencles continue to be used
in satisfying the materials needs of patientas.

Staff Training

During the year two members of the ococupation centre staff
obtained their diplomes as Teachors of Mentally Handlcapped
Ohildren after attcndance at the two-year in-service course in

Birrmdngham,.
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In additicn, 22 'old' cases were sdmitted to hospitals, making a
totael for the year of 30 admissions to hospitals. At the end of
the year 508 Wercestershire patients were patients of hospitals
throughout the country. Patients on the waiting list for ad-
mission at the end of the year nurbered 5, 12 of these being
rogerded as urgent. Despite the admission rate the waiting 1list
for vacancies remainder constant,

18 patients were discharged from Orders under the Mental
Deficiency Acts and 10 deaths took place during the year.

The informal admission of patients to hospitals for
temporary periods continues to take place ard 23 patients were
admitted for varying periods during the year.

During the year as a result of the recommendations of the
Report of the Royal Commission on the Law relating to Mental
IlIness and Mental Deficiency, it became possible for admissions
to mental deficiency hospitals to be made informally, i.g. Wwithout
the neod of certification, The grester mejority of admissions
ara now carried out in this menner, Orders under the Mental
Deficiency dgt, 1913, only being obtained when the medical super-
intendents of hospitals require a power of detention in particular

CAB08 .

A review of cases in mental deficiency hospitals was made
by the hospitals during the year and as a result 183 patients were
discharged from the provisions of the Orders under which they were
detained but remained at the hospitals on an informel basis,

Guardianship and Supervision

The number of patients under puardienship at the end of the
year was 6 of whom 3 are resident outsids the county and are
supervised by other suthorities ans agents of the County Council,.
£11 resident cazes are visited by both modicel and lay sataff as
rogquired by statute or more of'ten if the need arises. The
nuniber of patients under supervision at the end of the year was
692, of whom 528 were under statutory supervision and 164 under
voluntary supervision. Cases under supervision continue to be
reviewed and whenever possible suiteble cases are removed from
the 1list. 1B such casos were dsleted during the year. 5
patients under supervision died during the year.

Training

At the end of the year 158 patients were being given training
at the ocoupation centres established at Netherend, Stourport-on-
Severn, Bromsgrove, and at the voluntary centre run by the Malvern
Society for Mentally Handicapped Children.

Through the hard work of the Voluntary Welfare Committee
gatablished in connection with the Centre at Netherend the
children were again provided with a summer holiday.

Children at Stowrport and Bromsgrove Centres were given
daily outings by the respective Voluntary Welfare Cormittecs, and
Harvest Thanksgiving and Xmas Parties werec held at all the centres.

Attendancos at the three centres continue to increase,
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& few of those, such as school teachers, members of local
education committees, educeticnel welfare officers, and the
like, who come in direct or indirect contact with such cases,
have difficulty in appreciating the condition as a neurotic
illness, The more rebust-minded feel that the child is being
"given in to", end thet compulsion is called for; the
psychiatric approach is regarded as "goft". Few people
fortunately, have seen a 12 year-old in a state of acute panic,
Those wheo have, including the unfortunate perents of such
children, realise the impossibility of compulsion., If
compulsion "worked", we would be whole-hearted supporters of it,"

National Assistence Act 1948

ngfﬂ.l‘ﬁ g el
t Mr, R, A ald, County Walfare Officer

Regidential Accommodation

Various works of maintenanco and redecoration were
carried out at the homes during 1958 either by outside contract-
ors cr the maintenance staff at the homes, and in particular
approval was given by the Ministry of Heealth to the final phase
of the ascheme for modernising the centre wing et Leburnum House,
Upton-upon-Sgvern. In addition to providing a new dayroom,
extension of dining hall, improved kitchen and stores accommod-
ation ete. this phase provides for an additicnal 10 beds.

Ag usual, steps were taken this year as in previous years
to introduce more modern faclilities at the County Council's homos
for elderly pecple and at the accommodation reserved for the use
of the Council at Regional Hospital Board establishments,

Progross was made during tho year in settling the details
of the proposed new home in the north of the county and, aftor
approval by the County Council, plans for & 77 beddod home were
forwarded towards the end of the year to the Minister of Health
for his approval.

Applications for the Provision of Reaidentiel Accommodation

Statements are appended showing in respect of the year
ended 3lst Deocember 1958:-

(1) the number and age groups of persons admitted to
residentiasl accommodation,

(2) persons not admitted and reasons therefor,

(3) the number of and manner in which applications for
the provision of temporary accommodation have been
dealt with.

(4) an analysis for each county distrioct.

The number of applications for residentinl accommodation
received during the year eweeded the 1957 figure of 98, and an
additional 30 applications from homeless families for the
provision of temporary sccommodation were mode compared to the
number received during 1957.
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The ysar concluded with details in process of settlement
of further schemes in Evesham Bor (23 bungalows and communal
rooms), and Malvern Urban District (16 flatlets - scheme
additional to one already in operation) and other housing
authorities had intimated their interest in such schemes.

Clubs for Elderly Poople

Although only one new Darby and Joan Club (Martley) was
actually started in 1958, arrangsments were in hand at the end of
the year for three additional clubs to be established by the
WeV,S. At the moment there are 5 oclubs including 2 open-all=-
dey olubs run by the WiV,5., & clubs run by the British Red Cross
Bociety, and 6 clubs, including 4 Sens of Rest Clubs, run by
other voluntery organisations.

Meals on Wheels

This service, so much apprecinted by many elderly pecple,
was extended to Kidderminster Borough during the year, the
other districts being served were Stourbridge and Redditch, all
adminiatered by the W,V.8.

Discusaions were held with voluntery orgenisations
regerding the future development of the service, and it is
pleasing to record that at the end of the year plans were in
hand to start o service in the Bromsgrove ares and to explore
the posaibillty of next providing ot least one in another area,

Registration and Inspection of Disshled Persons and 0ld

Porsons Homes

There iz no change in the nunber of voluntary and priwvate
Hams registered under Section 37 of the National Assistance
Act 1948, the number still being 17 providing accommod atlon for
171 persons.

The usual wisits of inspection heve continued to be mede
and where considered necessary the attention of the proprietors
has been drawm to any matter affecting the well-being of the
residentsa.

Admigsion of Chronic Sick Patients to Hpspital

Reparta eontinue to be provided on the home corditions
of porsons awaiting sdmission to the chronioc sick wards of
hospitals to ensbls the Hospltal Management Committeses concerned
to assess priority of admission, During the year 270 such
reports were mede comparcd with 258 in 1957.

Welfare of the Blind

At the 31st Decomber 1958 there were 744 blind parsons
(328 males and 416 females) on the county register cs compared
with 725 (328 males and 397 females) at the end of 1957.
The number under 16 years of age was 25 including 4 under
5 years of age and the number over kO yoors of age was 662.
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Registration of Blind Persons
Incddence of Blindness

During 1958, the nunber of Forms B,D., 8 completed in respect of
persons, other than school children, was 112, Of these 91 were
certified blind, 14 partielly-sighted, and 7 not eligible for
inolusion on elther Register, 1In 12 cases domioiliary wisits were
made by the consultant cphthalmologists and 5 re-examinations were
carried out,

A Follow-up of Registered Blind and Partially-Sighted Persons

Cause of Disability

i
i
i
i
|......--.._-.—.--...r- -
I
i

Cataract | Glaucoma | Retrolental | Others
| Fibroplasia !
Blird | B/S Blirﬂ? B/5 H:L'ma;r B/5| 314m’ B/8
=5 H i
(i) Fumber of cases | | i !
registered during i | 1
year in respect ‘ ' |
of which para, 7 | i
(e) of Forms i
B,D, 8 recommend |
(a) No treatment | 10 | - 13 1 - ; - ! 39 6
(b) Surgical 10 ]' A 1 - T [ 1
H&&icﬂl | | e 3 - —_—— - ‘1ﬂ = |
Optical o e LS Salaerik 2 |
- -— i I
A '| 1
(ii) Number of cases ! |
at (i) (b) above | | '
which on follow T | Bl = I - 0= - -
up action have ! | F i i'
received treatment ! | : |
= e hme et S et Dttt (SR (S = |

In view of their age and general condition many persons either
refused or were considered unsuiteble to undergo cperative treatment for
cataract,

Deaf’ and other Handicapped Fersons

During the year the interests of deaf and dumb and hard of hearing
persons conbinned to be looked after by the Worceatershire and Herefordshire
Association for Work imongst the Deaf on behalf of the County Council,

At the 3rd December 1958 there were 154 deaf and 798 hard of hearing
persons registered with the County Council and the fullest co-operation was
given by the Reverend L, Crellin, Chaplain Welfare Officer and Mra, E,A.
Crellin, Lady Worker and Lip Reading Teacher, in earrying ocut individual
case work, running lip reading classes and providing social and recreatiomal
activities including heolidays and outingas.

The home provided by the Association at Malvern for the accommodation

of deaf persons continued to play an important role being always fully
ooccupied,
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The rurber of perseons registered as handicapped (apart from the blind,
partially sighted, deaf and herd of heari gontinued to increase and at
the 3 st December 1958 the muber was 446 (2L, males and 202 females)
compared with 388 (206 males and 182 females) at the 31st December 1957.

In addition to the assistance and advice given by the Welfare
Division to these hamndicepred persons as needed, much good work has
contimeed to be done by voluntery orgenisations such as the Spastic
Associations, the Infantile Paralysis Fellowship, the British Red Cross
Society and the Women's Voluntary Service,

Special mention should be made of the great amount of werk put in by
the two lest named corganisations in running socisl clubs for handicapped
persons of which there are now four run by the British Red Cross Society
and at which instruction is given in basketry and other handicrafts, and
three run by the Women's Voluntary Service. Transport of the members
of the clubs is a problem and a special word of praise should be given to
the several voluntary organisations and private persons who help in taking
the handisapped persons to and from the clubs and alsc in taking them for
outings,

The British Red Cross Scciety and the Women's Voluntary Service also
arranged, as in previous years, for parties of hendicapped persons to go
avay on holiday and so provided a change from the ordinary routine which
iz so mach apprecisted by those who are more or leas confined to their
homes,

Handicraft instruction was given to handicapped persons in thedir
owrl homes as desired by them, either by arrangement with the British Red
Crosa Scciely or by the Council's part time Craft Instructress, herself
& disabled person, who covera the Halesowen,; Oldbury and Stourbridge
districts, The results have been mcat encouraging not only because of
the evident enjoyment of an added interest in life for the handicapped
person, but in most cases in the high standerd achieved of the articles
made, The demand for such articles in some instances. exceeds the rate
of supply, but of course production is slow becsuse of the physical
disabilities of the handicapped persons,

Arrangements are made when necessary for the benefit of any hoac caec
person living at home for their admission to apecial homes where their
needs can be adequately met, and at the end of 1956 there were 12
handicapped persons (other then blird) being cwred for in voluntary homes
by arrangement with the County Council,

Ways in which handicapped persons remaining in their owm homes
continued to be assizted apart from oraft instruction included the
provision of padgets to make household duties easier, financial help for
construction of concrete drive-ins for mechanicelly propelled invalid
carriages, help in obtaining National Assistance grants, and advice as
regards the provision of wheel chairs and mechanically propelled invalid
carriages through the Ministry of Health,




)

Civil Defence = Welfare Sectiom

Farsonnel

At the end of 1957 there were 1070 emrclled and 283 auxiliary
members, a total of 1353  The figures at the end of 1958 were
1093 enrolled and 211 awdliary mewbers making & totel of 1304,
Although this is an overall decrease of 47 the enrolled members
have an overall incresse of 23 and the reduction in the eawxdlicry
members is caused through the removel from the register of volunteers
vho either left the area or heving attended for little or no training
intimated that they would be unable to undertake training in the
future,

Recruiting Canpaign

Recruiting activities have been carried out during the yeer and
were intensified during the Civil Defence Week mainly by the use of
the mecbile display wen and the staping of oivil defence f'ilm shows,
The Welfare Section has been represented at, and has fully supported
all these activities,

Exerciscs

Iweo intersectional exercises were held in Upton-upon-Severn
Rural District in which the Welfare Seotion tock part, and at a series
of exercises staged at the training site at Hampton Lovett by the
Arbulance end Casualty Collecting Section cmerpency feeding teams
from the Welfare Section undertodkc the feeding of the volunteers,

At & regional exercise in July, in which personnel from meny
authorities tock part, 135 cocked lunches were provided by a Welfare
Section team comprised of members from Pershore end Halesowen.

Regional C fition

The Worcestershire team competing in the Regional Competition
was awvarded the hipghest murber of merks in the first phase and will
now meet the Shropshire County Council team on the 22nd March 1959
to deecide which team shall have the honour of representing the Heglon
in the MNatiomal Competition to be held at the Home Office Training
School at Falf'ield in June 1959,

Training of Volunteers

During the year 12 classes in Evacuation and Care of the Homeless,
7 classes in Emergency FPeeding and 5 classes in First Aid end Home
Nursing were held in the County,
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AFPLICATIONS FOR THE PROVISION OF TRECRARY ACCOMCDATION DURTHG THE YRAR RIDED 3 st DECREBER 1958

|
REASCH FOR AFPLICATICH

HIMEER CF FAMTLY URITS

ATMITTED . NOT ATRCITTED TOTAL APFLIGATIONS |
1. Bvicted cwing to rent arrears from council houses 1 5 (1) 6 6 M
o from private houses - 3 (=) 3 (=) :
3« Evicted on grounds of muissnce from council houses 1 1 (-) 2 (=) _

| he i from private houses 1 - (=) 1 (=) w
5. Evicted from service tenancy after dismissal from employment 2 9 (2) 11 W
[ e " g after resignation " - 2 (6) 2 (8) u

| 7. Evicted from service tennncy because of the incapnciiy or H

death of employee - L (3) .1 (3)
8, Evicted from furnished rooms, 1 i (7) 5 (9)

| 9. Evicted By relatives/friends I 16 (5) 20 (&)

10, Evicted by reason of wmauthorised sub-tenancy, 2 1 (1) 3 (3)

| 11, Homeless (accommodated night and left before proper

: investigation could be mede . - Muw 3 M mw

| 12, Fire, flood, or other cmergency. 1 ... 1 ] .

- 13s Others - 12 (2) 12 (2) |

(The analysis for 1957 is shown in brackets). th 27 (29) (&8 (43)

The sixteen families accommodated comprised 1 man, 16 women, end 42 children compared with fourteen families consisting of 14 women

- and 3 children during the year ended 1=t December 13557,

Applications during the year were received from 57 family units comprising 37 men, 57 women, and 135 children for the provision of temporary
accommodation but were not admitted compored with 29 family units comprising 19 men, 29 women and 7L children during the year ended

3 st December 41957.
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DISTRICT HESTDENTIAL EH&BEHHE TEMFCRARY ACCOMGIODATICN
ATRITTED NOT ATRCOITTED TOTAL ADMITTED HOT ADDITTED | TOTAL

Bewdley Borough 8 4. 12 1 1 2
Fromsgrove Lrban 18 14 32 2 L 6
Bromggrove Rural 16 23 39 = 1 1
Droitwich Eorough ! 6 B 14 - - -
Droitwich Rural 8 12 20 - 3 3
Ewesham Borough 15 10 25 - 3 3
Evesham Rural 10 21 by - 2 o
Helesowen Borough 10 15 23 - - =S
Kidderminster Borough ... 32 29 &1 L 2 6
T A sl EE b el s 9 L 3 12 = = i
Malvern Urban | 37 58 2 2 L
Mertley Pural __ 10 17 27 2 L 6
Oldbury Borough 1k, 12 26 - 2 e
Fershore Bural 17 25 L2 4 & 7
Redditch Urban . 16 14 30 o/ 7 T
Stourbridge Borough . 19 13 32 - 1 1
Stouwrport Urban 5 o 7 = 1 1
Tenbury Rural 2 1 3 1 1 2
Upton— on—Sovern Rural e 17 2L I - 8 8
DHatrict not in County 9 21 30 - 2 2
llo fixed abode ‘"— 19 18 37 3 7 10

i 284 324 602 16 57 73
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MIIK AND DATRIES JDMINISTRATICON

The whole of Worcestershirs has besn for some time what
is lnown as a "Specified Area" in which &1l milk sold by
retail must be designated milk (that is "Pasteurised"
"Sterilised” or "Tuberculin Teated"), There are other
desoriptions used e.g., Channel Islands Milk, Tuberculin Tested
(Pasteurised) but they must a1l cenform to one or other of the
three basic designations.

The Ministry of dgriculture has issued one more certificate
of dispensaticn during the year suthorising the reteil sale of
undesignated milk on the grounds thet it was not reascnebly
practicable to enforce the corpulscry retail sale of only
designated milk for the time being, the ares being sn isclated
one.

The work of enforcement is carried on continuously., It is
a long business because the marketing organisation which controls
all sales of milk have said thet it is written into thoir
constitution that information geined during their marketing
operations remaina confidential and they are therefore
precluded from passing information on.

During the year formal notices were given to several
offendars but in one case the offences had been on such a scale
and cowvering such s time that the Committes authorised
proceedings, The farmer was fined a total of £30 and costs for
soveral infringements all arising basically out of the same offence
by retailingin bottles bearing the designation "Pasteurised Milk"
milk in fact which was raw milk produced from the farmers own
undesignated herd.

The Milk (Spacial Deaignaticn) (Pesteurised
Sterilised 141k ations 1 = 1

At the end of 1958 there were ten posteurisers licences
in foree cne liecence having expired during the year due to the
retirement of the doiryman, There are now no dairies licensed
by the County Council for the processing of sterilised milk,
At one time there wera two. The sales of this designated milk
do not appear howewver to be petting less.

At eight of the licensed dairies the method adopted for
peateurising the milk is by the holder process and the remaining
two employ the high temperature short time process known zs the
H.T.8,T. process.

The holder process requires that the milk shall be retnined
at a temperaturs of not less than 145 F and not more than 150°F
for at least thirty rginutes and immediately cocled to a temperature
of not more than 50°F, whilst the H,T.5,T. process requires that
thanmilk shall be retained at a temperature of not less than
161 F for at least fifteen scconds and similarly cooled.

During the year one Deiry installed new H.T,3.T. plant
incorporating the latest features. & demonstration woe given
by the manufacturers to prove the scouracy of both heating
end cooling temperatures and the holding time.

It is obvious that more and more of the sammller dairymen
are finding it too uneconcmic to maintain small pasteurising
plante end I think the future will see the processing of milk
in the hands of the larger firms, the former becoming merely
distributors.

BIGE 68






Milk in ols 8

The following teble shows the grade of milk supplied to
schoole under this scheme (excluding 0ldbury)

Grade Np, of 1ls = i
Pasteurised 296
Tuberculin Tpsted 6
Undesignated =

A census taken in October 1952 showed that 48,757
children out of 53,407 present were taking milk, a percentage
of 82,1, The previous year it was 79.8,

In addition there were 61 non-maintained schools, with
6,581 children out of 7,129 participating, which gives an even
greater percentage of 92,3.

These are really remarkable figures and show that over
55,000 bottles (one~third pints) are being supplied to achools

deily,

27 samples of raw T,T. milk were collected at schools
durdng the year and all satisfied the Methylene Blue Test.
22 samples were submitted for biological tests: all were
negative for tuberculosis,

Biolopical Sampling

The County Council are charged with the duty of enforcing
the provisions of the Food and Dyuge Act 1955 relating to the
prohibition of the sale of milk infected with bovine ftubereulosis
and milk from cows suffering from certain other diseases.

The following table shows the number of biologleazl samples
collected by the County Council during the last five years:-

Biclogical Sampling

T —————. - W e e L L T or——

B Gt e TR e S T E i R eep et

Year | No.of Spymples Hoe | DNou Test uncomplete
Collected Hegative| Positive | at ond of year

1954 563 551 12 -
1955 82 L7k 8 -
1956 522 548 L -
1357 L8l 480 L -
1558 W81 L&6 L 11

s
o - —  memm e -

ig this report is being written the County is steadily
moving towards the final stages of the achemn for the
erandication of tuberculosis in the herds of Worcestershire,
We have now reached the stage of compulsory testing on 160
herds in the last group.

It seems hardly possible thet less than 20 years ago we
talked sbout at least 40 of the deiry cows being secretors
of infected milk or likely to hes Only a fow cases ware
investirated last year into patients notified as suifering from
non=-pulmonary tuberculosis and in no case wos it possible, as
it frequently used to be, to find that milk consumed raw
from an infected herd was the couse,
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With the commencement of the third and last section of the
Martley regional water scheme and the start of Pert I of the
Tenbury scheme it can be said that we are now in sight of the
completion of' the major rural water supply schemea in Worcester-
shire. There are other outstanding areas but for those,
achemes have been epproved or are in course of being undertaken
and possibly in two years time all except the more scattered
areas, will have been supplied. It has been a long job and &
costly one but an extremely interesting and satisfying one and
the new Water Bamrds when they are established, will have had
the pioneer work done for them.

Any major new sources of water supply I think will be from
water obtained from the River Severn, although at the time of
writing this report we are much concernsd sbout a proposal to
sink six borsholes to the north of Kidderminster in the Bunter
sandstone,

It has frequently been said that there is a reluctance
on the part of property owners and others to connect to the new
water mains and that the "time lag" is too great in getting
coamected. The experience of the Hartley Rural District Council
in connection with their new water scheme is very interesting.
The total number of properties in the parishes covered by the
first Stage was 2,647. Of this number 2,076 wors adjacent to
the mains., After just over 18 months 70% of the properties which
could be connectod because they were near to the mains had been.

Lgcal Inquiries

The following schemes were investigeted by Enginecting
Inspectors of the Ministry of Housing and Lgcal Governmeént, In
two cases they were routine investigetions into schemes in
progross,

District Details Date
Dyoitwich Bural Dedderhill and Upton 26, 2. 58,
Distriot Warren Sewage and Sewage
disposal.
Martley Rural Regional Water scheme 20. 5. 58.
District
Tenbury Rural Eastham Water Supply 19. 2. 58.
District
Upton-upon- Castlemorton Sewage Scheme o) [P
Sevarn Bural
Digtrict

The following schédmes wore received from the local
authorities in the County for the observations of the County
Council with o view to qualifying for grants under the Rural
Water Supplies and Sowerage Actsi-
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(1) North West Worcestershire

4 draft order has been prepared and circulated for this
rroposed Board which will include the following locsl authorities
or parts of local authorities in Worcestershirs plus parts of
Brierley Hill Urban District ond Seisdon Rural District arnd
fmblecote Urban District in Staffordshire,

Bewdloy Borough Council

Kidderminster Borough Council

Stourbridge Borough Council

Stourport Urban District

Bromsgrove Rural District (part)
Kidderminster Rural District (emcept Rushock)
Martley Rural District

Tenbury Rural Distriot

Droitwich Rural District (part)

(2) South Woroestershire

It would seem that Malvern Urban District, Pershore and
Upton-upen-Severn Rurel District Councils together with Worcester
City will form a Board for Scuth West Worcsstershire., Droitwich

Rural District have expressed a desire to go to tho East Worcester-
shire Waterworks Compony.

(3) Bast Worcestershire

Negotiations are at an advanced stage for Evesham Borough,
Evesham Rural District and some other Councils not in Worcester-
shire, to Join the East Worcestershire Waterworks Company.

The remaining parts of the County served by the South
Staffordshire Waterworks Compeny, i.e. Halescwen, Oldbury, the
parish of Hunnington and part of the parish of Roms=ley, and the
three porisnes eerved by Birminghem, wiz. Cofton Hackett, Frankloy
and Wythall in Bromsgrove Bural Distriot will stay as they are.

Birn ham © ation dct

The Elan Agqueduct conveying water to Birmingham passes
through the northern pert of the County. This was done under
an hct of 1892 which gave loccl authorities within 15 miles of
this Agueduct a right to take suppliea of wator at concesaional
rates.

There zeemed o possibility thet this oldatanding statutory
right might be affected under new proposals cof the Corporation,
However, it was possible to reach agreement with Birminghem
whereby the requirements of Tenbury Rural District, Kidderminster
Rural District end Kidderminster borough for water from the Elan
agueduct was given satisfactory preference over the demands from
other consumera.

Bouth Staffordshire Waterworks Company

This Company made formal plonning application for six
boreholes in the Tolwverler = Cookley ares of Kldderminster Rursl
District from which it is hoped to extract quantities over a
reriod of twelve months which will average six million gallons a
dey with power to take nine million on any single day and 6,75
million gnllpons on ee many 28 s8ixty daya in the vear,
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